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Aurnus, 1572

— Hacnepuuna Meliperxosna?

EnBa coepxkuBasi cebs oT Bo30yxkaeHus, [1:ko0u mepeBoguia B3I CO CBOEH CTapliei CeCTph
BepeHrapuu Ha CUEBILIET0 PSOOM ¢ Hel OpaTa [Ixemu u oO6paTHo. KpacoTa 9Toi mmaph yxe He
ocCJlenisifia ee Tak, Kak B fleTcTBe. OOBIYHO OTEll TOJHUMAJI €e BEICOKO Hajl I'0JIOBOM U MPUHUMAJICS
yBEPSATh, UTO CO BpeMeHeM OHa CTaHeT TaKOM XKe KpacaBHllel, Kak ee cecTpa, bepeHrapus.

Ho on oOMmaHnbIBan ee. [IpyyeM He TOJIBKO B 9TOM, HO ¥ BO MHOT'OM JAPYTOM, KakK ITOTOM OKa3anoch. OH
oOMaHHBIBaJl ee, KOTla TOBOPHJI, YTO Y HUX Bcerga OyoeT JOCTaTOYHO efibl, UTO B UX JOME BCerha
Oymet Temnmno u yioTHO. OH 00MaHyJI, KOT{la IOKJISITICSI, UYTO ee MaTh CKOPO MPeKpaTuT 0eceqoBaTh CO
CBOUMHU JyXaMHU.

Ho camas ero CTpallHas JIOXKB 3aKJII04YaJIaCh B TOM, 9YTO OH 6y11eT 2KUTHh BEYHO.

K001 TpsIXHYJIa TEMHBIMU Ky[pSIIKaM ¥ YCTpeMuia ropsiuil B3op Ha Opata. OHa Oblyla oCTpUXKeHa
IIOYTH HATO0JIO ITOCTIe TOTO, Kak Mmobenuna HECKOIbKUX MaIbYMIleK B IOeOUHKAX Ha Medax U Te B
OTMECTKY BhEIMa3a/Ii el I0JIOBY MeIOM U CMOJIoM. Temeps, KOrma BOJIOCE HEMHOTO OTPOCIIH U
CITyCKa/IUCh OTeCTAIIMMY JIOKOHAMHU [0 T1ed, [[:kKo0u 00Hapy2Kuila, YTO B €€ BHEIIHOCTHU €CTh, 110
KpaliHel Mepe, OoHa KpacuBas dyeprTa.

— Hacnepuunia Melpgesxoiia, — moBTopuia oHa. — O, J[xKeMu, TOJIbKO IPEeACTaBb 3Ty Ky4y AEHET.
Kak ThI nymaels, ee BaHHa 13 30J10Ta? A claTh OHa JIOKUTCS B U3yMpyAax?

— Eii TOJIBKO ¥ 0CTaeTCsI, 4TO JIOKHUTHCS CIaTh C U3yMpyAaMu, — eJjie CJIBIIIHO 3aMeTus Puc,
npyxuHHUK [I;xeMu. — OTell CTepeXkeT ee Tak XKe TIIaTe/IbHO, KaK U CBOE 30JI0TO.

Puc 4to-TO npoBopyasn, Korga ToMac, eqUHCTBEHHBIN Baccall [KeMu, MUXHYJI €0 HOTOU II0f CTOJIOM.

II>x00u TpeKpacHo 3Halla, moyemy Tomac 3actaBun Puca 3amonyaTts. OHU cunuTany, 6ynTo
IBeHafllaTUIETHEH IeBOUKe HUYET0 He U3BECTHO U HYKHO IIPOJOJIKATh NepKaTh €e B HEBEIEHUHN.
IIx00u xke He coOupasiach pacCKa3klBaTh, YTO UMEHHO €l U3BECTHO, a YTO — HET, IIoJjiaras, 4To ee
cBoOoza 1 Tak B OOJIBIION CTEIleHU orpaHuydeHa. Ecny KTo-HuOymb U3 OKPYKaBIIUX €e
MHOT'OYMCJIEHHBIX B3POCIIEIX KaKUM-TO 00pa30M y3HaAeT, Kak MHOTO eif U3BECTHO, TO HEMEJIEHHO
TIOTIRITAETCS BRISICHUTD, THE JKe OHa HaOpajiach 3HAHUU O TOM, O YeM el 3HaTh He CIIedyeT.

I'ma3a [I:kemu Beceso G1eCHYIH.
— Hy, HaBepHO, He B u3ympynax. CKopee BCero, OHa JIOXKUTCS CIaThb B HOYHOU COPOYKE.

— IllenkoBo#, — MeUYTaTEIbHO IIPoroBopuia [1:kK00H 1 MoAnepia PyKo 1meKy. — M3 UTanbaHCKOTO
I1eIKa Ui U3 GpaHIy3CKOro?

Bce 3a cTonoM 3acMesinucek, 1 [Ixxo0u IOHATIA: ayAUTOPUS V Hee B pyKax. MoxeT, OHa He
IpuBJieKana K cebe BHUMaHUeE 3aypsfHON BHEIIHOCTLIO, 3aTO yMella 3aCTaBUTh JIIOflell CMesThCS.

Vix BeTBb KJlaHa MOHTrOMepH He MOTJla COflepkKaTh IIYTOB U Ky4y aKTepOB, YTOOHI pa3BiieKaTh
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rocmop 3a 06emoM, 60yee TOTO, OHU HUKOTTIa He HaedalluCh OCHITA BO BpeMsi 3TUxX 06enoB, OMHAKO
H}KO6I/I mesajia BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI KaK-TO CKPAaCHUTh YHEIJIOE CYIIECTBOBAHUE.

JIerko mepemnprIrHyB Yepe3 CTOJI, OHa MPU3eMJTUIach Ha XOJIOMHbIM KAMEeHHHIH 11071 CTaporo 3aMKa.

Haxmypusimcs, [I:)keMu IOCMOTPEN Ha MaTh, CUOEBIIYIO B IPOTUBOIOJIOKHOM KOHIle KOMHaTH. OHa
efla TaK MaJio, YTO BCe He pa3 3afaBajiiCh BOIIPOCOM, KaK OHa 0 CHX IIOP OCTajiach XKHBa. [laxke
myMHO¥M [I3K00u He yIasioch BEIPBATh €€ U3 BEeYHOT0 MHpPA CHOB. MaTh JIUIIb TOBEPHYJIA I'OJIOBY B
CTOPOHY CBOEM MJafllied JOYepH, U 110 ee HU4Yero He BelpaXarwllneMy B3risany [IXeMu He CMOT
MIOHSTh, IIOMHUT JIX OHA, KTO 9Ta AeBoYKa. MIHOTMa OHa Ha3hBala ee JOBapooM unu bepeHrapuei, a
MHOTrma — MaprapeT, HacTOSIIIUM uMeHeM [I3Ko0u.

[>xeMu epeBest B3I Ha MIQ[LIyIO CECTPY, KaK BCerfa, OfeTyIo axkoM — B OpUAKYU U KOKaHYIO
KypTKY. ThICSTYM pa3 OH roBopuil cebe, 9To Hafgo OBl 3aCTABUTh €€ OeBAThCS, KaK MOJT0KEHO
IIeBYIIKE, XOTS MPEKPACHO 3HaJl, YTO He chesaeT 3Toro. CKOpo oHa BHIPACTET U CTOIKHETCS C
M3HAHKOW XXU3HU — TaK IYCTh XKe 1mobyaeT pefeHKOM CTOJIbKO, CKOIBKO BO3MOZKHO.

— U kak, mo-BaIeMy, OHa OfieBaeTCs KaxK[Iblid JeHb? — 'POMKO cIpocuiia JI:ko0u, oOpalrasch K
CBOEH ayoUTOPHUU, KOTOPAS COCTOSITIA U3 MSITH YeJI0BEeK, CHIEBIINX 3a CTOJIOM, a HECKOIbKUX CIIYT,
TIOTSIHYBIIIMXCS B 3aJT U3 KyXOHb. HO MeBoYKe HPaBUIIOCH MIPENCTaBIATh, OYITO OHA BHICTYIAET Iepe[
COTHSIMM 3PHUTEJIeH U Jaxke caMa KOpoJeBa C BOCTOPTOM HalOJ0gaeT 3a Hell.

Ix001 MPUHSIIACH TOTATUBATHCS U 3€BaTh, CJIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO IIPOCHYJIACH.

— [IpuHecuTe MO 30JI0TOM HOYHOM TOPIIOK, — BJIACTHO IIPUKa3aia OHa U Oblla BO3HArpaxmaeHa
BeCeJIbIM CMEXOM CECTPHI.

«Pa3 BepeHrapus cMeeTcsi, IIyCTh MaJlbIIIKa IPOAOJIKAET», — ImopyMai [xkeMu.

I 001 HOBOJIBHO TPaBHONOno0HO 1300pa3uiia, Kak HacJIeNHUIIA 3aA1paeT HOYHYI0 COPOUKY U
yCTpauBaeTCs Ha TOPIIKE.

— O Boxe, Kak MpUsATHA 00/Ib OT 3TUX U3YMPYA0B, — IPOCTOHAJIA OHA, TOEP3aB.

Ixemu, IMENTaBIIMKCSA 0 4YeM-TO ¢ bepeHrapuei, 6pocun Ha [1:K00u ITpemocTeperalouil B3rysy,
TOBOPHUBIIUYI 0 TOM, YTOOBI Ta HE ITePexXoausia TPaHHUIILL.

IleBOouKa BEITIPSAMHAIIACH.

— A Tteneps npunecute Moe mnatee. Het! Het! He 10. M He 3T0, HE 3T0 U He TO. HerT, BB, UOUOTEL!
CKOIIBbKO pa3 s BaM [I0OBTOpPsJIa, YTO yKe HafeBana 3To! 1 xouy HOBEIE TyasieThl. TOJIbKO HOBEIE. UTO?
910 HOBOE? Heyxkenu BH gyMaeTe, YTO HaclenHula Melienxomia 6ygeT HOCUTh HEUTO ogo0Hoe?
[ToyeMy IIeIK TaKOU TOHKHUM, OH... OH COTHETCS, KOT'Tla 51 HaJleHy IJIaThe.

Puc 3acmesinics, a yronku ry6 Tomaca, KOTOPHIH BooOIIIe peIKO CMesJICs, IPUIOgHsNINCh. OHU
BUMEJH, KaK [laMbl IIPX OBOPE HapsKaloTCs B IJIaThs XKecTKue, OyATo U3 mepena.

— Bot, — o6wsaBua [I:x00u, pa3risgabBas BooOpaxkaeMoe IjiaThe, — 3TO GOJIbIIe MHE 10 BKYCY. JH,
BEI, IOOHUMUTE MEHS U BCYHbTE B HETO.

[IlyTka oKa3anach HACTOIBKO 3a0aBHOM, 4yTO ToMac maxe yaeIOHYICS, 00HAXKKUB 6eT0CHEeKHbIE 3YOHI.
II>xeMH Ke X0X0TaJl BO BCE TOPIIO.
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,]:[}KO6I/I II0OKa3aJla 3PUTEJIAM, KaK HaCJIeOHUIIa 3aIlIPEITMBAET B ZKECTKOE IIJIaThe U 3aMUPAET B
OXHUTaHWHU, KOTHa el 3aCTEeTHYT KPIOYKH.

— Temeps ykpaiienus. — [IeBoukKa MPUTBOPUIACh, OYITO KOTIAETCS B JTapllaX, BLICTABIIEHHHEIX B
IJIMHHBIN psfg. — [la, BOT U3yMPYIbl, pyOUHbI ¥ OPUIIMAHTH, a BOT XKeMuyT. UTo ke MHe BHOpaTh? —
3aqyM4YMBO ITPOMOJIBUIIA OHA. — BrIOpaTh? 3aueM MHe BeIOMpaTh! f HameHy Bce!

[ITrpoKo paccTaBUB HOTH, CJIIOBHO CTOsIIa Ha Kadaroulencs nanyoe, [1:K00u BEITSHYIa B CTOPOHEI
PYKH.

— Tak, mommepKuBaiTe MEHS 3a Yy U 00XBAaTHUTE 3a TaJMi0. A THl OBICTPEHBKO HafleBau
OParoIeHHOCTH.

Bce cmesinuck [o cnes, Korga feBOYKa IIPUHSIACh BEICTABIISTh TO PYKY, TO HOTY. 3aTeM OHa
BBITSIHYJIA 11110 Tak, OyTO ee TsSHYJIa BBEPX BepeBKa Iajiaya. CoBepINeHHO HEMTOCTUXKUMEIM 06pa3oM
ell ymanoch repefaTh, Kak TskKeJleHHble CEpbI'M MEIIaloT el IOBEPHYTh rooBy. Korma e ee BOIOCH
yKpacunu BoobpaxKaeMol [rafieMo, OHa COTHYJIach 107l BECOM BCEX OParolieHHOCTEN.

EOWHCTBEHHHIM 3PUTENIEM, ¥ KOTOPOT'O IIpeICTaBleHe He BRI3BaI0 HUKAKOH peakiuy, Oklla MaTh
IIx00mH.

— A Temneph OTIIyCKalTe MeHs, — CKOMaH/IOBasla fieBO4YKa. HecKoJIbko MTHOBEHUH OHa, IT0J00HO
IIbSTHOMY MaTpOCY BO BpeMs IITOPMa, pacKauuBaiack, TPO3s PYXHYTh Ha IOJI, TOTOM C BUAUMBIM
YCUJIMEM BHIIPSIMUIIACh ¥ BCKUHYJIA TOJIOBY.

3pI/ITeJ'II/I YTOMOHUJIACE U C HETEPIIEHNEM XKOAIN IIDOOOJTI2KEHN .

— A Temneph, — BaXKHO 3asiBUJIa OHa, — 5 BCTPEUYYCh C YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIY JOJIZKEH COIIPOBOKIATh
MeHs, 60oraTelIyio XeHIIUHY BO BCei AHTIIHU. I MOCMOTPIO, JOCTOMH JIX OH TOTO, YTOOBI OTBE3TH
MEHS K TOMY, KOr'0 OTell BRIOpasl MHe B MyXKbsi. HeT, mogoXauTe, CHavyasla PacCKaXKuTe MHE O HeM.

B3rnsiger Bcex MPUCYTCTBYIOMIUX 00PaTUINCh Ha [[J)KeMU, KOTOPHIM CMYIIEHHO OMyCTHII TOJIOBY U
IpuxKan K rpyou pyky bepenrapuu. OH mpoOBII JoMa BCET'0 HECKOJIBKO MHEHN U 3a 3TO BPEMS IIOHSI,
YTO HEe MOXKET HaXOAUTHCS BAAIHU OT CBOEH CEMbH.

— IIxeitMc MOHTTOMepH, — 'POMKO CKa3asa [I:ko0u. — AX f1a, 5 Clibllana 00 3To¥ ceMbe. [IeHbru
€CTbh, HO Mano. Ho ecnu cpaBHMBATH CO MHOM, TO IIPO BCEX MOXKHO TOBOPHUTH, UTO JEHET HET, He TaK
nmu? Yro? I'pomue, g He cnbimy! [Ta, ma, Tak naydine. 3Hato, 4TO 51 6oraTa, HO MHe, KaK UCTUHHOMU
JKeHIHe, IPUITHO, KoTrfla 00 3TOM roBOpST BCIyX. — Ha MrHOBeHHe OHa 3afyMasiach,
3as1000BaBIINCEH KUCTHIO JIEBOM PyKHU. — Tak 0 yeM ke 51? Ax ga. O06 3ToM 4esloBeKe, KOTOPOTO
YOOCTOMUIY BEIMKOUW YEeCTHU COIMPOBOXKAaTh MeHs. OH MoHTroMepu. YTo TH TaM Hecellb? OH U3
OenHOM BeTBU KjlaHa MoHTroMepu? — HexkHoe nuuuko K001 03aflaueHHO CMOPIIUIIOCH. —
Bennoit? KaxeTcs, 51 He 3Hal0, YTO 3HAYUT 3TO CJI0BO. [ToxkamyiicTa, 06bsicHuTe MHe. — Korma cmex
CTUX, OHa IIpOfoJIXKasa: — A-a, IOHATHO. ITO Te, Y KOTO TOJIBKO CTO IIEJIKOBBIX IJIaThEB U KPOXOTHLIE
IparolieHHbIe KaMeIlKy B yKpalieHusx. Yto? Boobiie HeT aparouenHocTel? Y menkos? Bul
TOBOPUTE, UTO y TIOJIOBUHEI €T0 OMa HET KPHIIIK, a Y HET'0 CaMOT0 He Bcerga ObIBaeT MsSICO Ha CTone?

[TocnegHue Cl0Ba He BRI3BAIU cMeXa y [IKeMu, 3HABLIET0, YTO UMEHHO II0 3TOM MPUYUHE OH
OIIYCTHUJICS IO TOTO, YTOOH! COIIPOBOXKAATH KaKyl0-TO 130a0BaHHYIO HaCJIeHUILY Yepe3 BCIO AHTIINIO
K ee He MeHee 6oratoMy xxeHuxy. OqHaKO eMy He HPaBUJIOCh, KOTHa 00 9TOM FOBOPUIIOCH BCIIYX.

Ix00u He oOpaTulla BHUMaHUS Ha HEJOBOJILCTBO OpaTa.
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— Pa3 y Hero He4ero eCTh, 3HAYUT, OH [OJI2KEH OBITh OYEHb... MAJICHbKUM, — C HAaUTPaHHBEIM
U3yMJIeHHEeM BOCKJIMKHYJIAa OHa, YeM 3acTaBuia [I2KeMH XOTh Ha MHUHYTY 3a0BITh 0 MyYHUBIIIHX €T0
npo6ieMax.

VX 4T0-4TO, @ MaJIeHbKUM €T0 He Ha30Belllb. — HeyKenu MHe NPUAETCS HECTU ero B KOPoOoUyKe? —
B y2Kace BCKMHYyJa PYKU [JeBOYKa, He 3a0bIB IpX 3TOM [T0Ka3aTh, UTO €¥ TAXKEJIO0 ABUTaThCS MOJ
BeCOM [parolteHHocTed. OHa pacTOIbIpuia Najbllkl, OyaTO BooOpaxKaeMble KOJIblla Melllany ei
COBUHYTH UX. — B OTHenaHHOU OparoieHHOCTIMUA KOPpOOOUYKe, eCTeCTBEHHO, — fobaBuia OHA. — JTO
HeIJIoXasi MBIC/Ib: KOPoOOYKa MOCTYKUT MHe ellle ogHUM yKpamieHneM. Kak! Kopobka erie He
rotoBa? Twl yBonen! U Tri! U... AX, oH He ManieHbKu. OH O0JIBIION, XOTSI HUYETro He ecT. He
noHuMato. HaBepHoe, OyneT nydlile, eCJIU Bl IPUILIETE €70 KO MHE U S B3TJISIHY Ha 9TOTO... 3TOTO...
Yro 3To OBITTO 3a cnoBo? [a, Gemublit. M s B3rIsSHY Ha 9TOT0 MEIHOTO0, HET, 6eIHOT0 YesloBeKa.

Ix00u n3o06pas3usa, Kak HacaegHuIla MelaeHxoJa, MpruaaBieHHass BECOM OParoleHHOCTeH,
HEIMOABHUKHO CTOUT U XKAET MosaBneHus [IxkerMca MOHTTOMEDH.

CnoxwuB ry0bl, IeBOYKa M3aa 3BYK, TI0X0XKUN Ha CKPHUII PKaBHIX [IBEPHBIX MTETEb.

— YTBep}KJIaIOT, — O6paTI/IJ'IaCB OHA K 3PUTEJISAM, — YTO 30JIOTHIE IIE€TJIM CKPHUIIAT €Ille TpoMue.
HOSTOMy MBEI OTKA3aJINCh OT HUX.

B ciegymoiiee MITrHOBEHUE Ha JINIe NEeBOYKKU OTPA3UIIOCh U3YMJIEHHUE: €€ YeJIIOCTh OTBUCJIA, I''Ta3ad
PaCIInpPUIINCE. 3aTeM OHa IIOOHECHa PYKH K U1y, CJIOBHO ITIBITAsACh OTTOPOOUTECSA OT OCJIEIIUTEIbHOT'O
CBETa.

— ToI CTUIIKOM ITPEKpPaceH, — FPOMKUM IIETTOTOM IIPOM3HEecsa OHa.

[xemu nokpacHes, a Puc u Tomac, yke ycTaBlllie CMOTPETh Ha TO, KaK KEHIIUHEI TAl0T IIepef
HeOoOBIYHOM KPacoTol MOHTIOMepH, OT AYIIN PACXOXOTaIUCh.

— Hu opHa mparoieHHOCTb, — ImpopomKkaia [:ko0u, cTapasich epeKpudarh LIyM, — He CPaBHUTCS C
To0O0H 1m0 KpacoTte. O, TH NOJIKEH MPUHaiexaTh MHe. [lomkeH, nomxkeH! Bor! — OHa mpuTBOPHIACH,
OynTO TMXOPaflOYHO CHUMAET C cebs yKpallleHUsI — CTaCKUBaeT OpacieThl C 3alsICTUN U KOJIblia C
TasIbIIEB, CPEIBAET OKEPEbs ¥ CepPhI' — U OpocaeT ux K Horam JIxkemu. — ThHI MOMXKEH XKEeHUTHCS Ha
MHe, — 3akpuyana [1xkKobu. — 4 He Mory XuTh 6e3 Te0s. Tkl TO, YTO S MCKasla BCIO CBOIO JKM3Hb.
PsimoM ¢ To60¥ MEPKHYT U3YMPYOEI, UX O7I€CK He CPaBHUTCS ¢ OIeCKOM TBOMX I'a3. TBOsS KoxkKa
HeXHee XeMuyra. bpusjinaHTHL...

Ona BBEIHY2KTIE€HA OnlIa 3aMOJI4adTh, IIOTOMY 49TO II>KeMu BBIXBATHUJI U3-TI01 cebs BEITEPTYIO IIOAYVIIKY U
IIBEIPHYJI B HEE.

II>x00u, To¥iMaJa ee ¥ IMpUXKaja K IPyOu.

— ITO0 OT MOero mpekpacHoro Bo3mwooneHHoro. OH... O HeGeca, OH CUeN Ha Hel. JTa MOgyILIKa
Kacajlach caMoy HeKHOM 4acTu ero Tena. O, ecnu OB MOU I'yOBI MOTJIM KOCHYTHCSI TOTO MECTa,
KOTOPOTO...

Ha arot pa3 [I:ko0u BrIHYyKIeHa Oblla 3aM0JT4aTh, IOTOMY 4TO [[2KeMu, IIepEerHyBIINCh Yepe3 CTO,
OOHOY PYKOM 3axKas el POT, a APyroi o6xBaTul 3a Tanuioo. OHa BIMIACh OCTPEHIMU 3yOKaMu eMy B
nasnel, 4, K ee yOUBJIEHUIO, OH BBIIYCTHUII €€.

— BHITh B €r0 00BATHSX, — IPOMKO IIPOMOIKHUIA IeBOYKa. — £ yMUpaIo OT HaclaXkOeHus, Korha OH
00HHMaeT MeHd.
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— Tvl yMpellb, €CNTA He TPEKPaTHUIlb, — Ipeaynpenun JIxxemu. — I'me Thl HAy4YHIach BCEMY 3TOMY?
Her, He roBopu. Ho ecnu Te6st He BONHYIO 51, TOOEPETH HEXKHBIE YIITKKA CBOEHM CECTPHL. THI IIOKUPYEIlb
ee.

BrITISIHYB U3-3a MIMPOKUX Iy1ed 6paTta, [I:K00u yBUela, YTO KpacaBUIla-CECTPA efBa COEPKUBAET
cMmex. Mx o0eunx BIIOJHE yCTPaKUBajo TO, YTO BCe CYMUTANIM bepeHraprio HeBUHHOM, KakK aHresl. [IpaBma
JKe 3aKJII04asach B TOM, 4To [I3kKo0u HUYero He CKpPHIBaiia OT CBOEH CECTPHI U MMOOPOOHO
paccka3biBajia e 0 CBOMX 3CKallagax.

— Vxomgute! — npuka3san JI>keMu BCeEM, KTO Haxonuicsa B 3ane. — CIIeKTaKIIlb OKOHYEH. Bhl
OOCTATOYHO MOCMESIINCh Halo MHOM. CKaXXu MHe, CECTPHUYKA, KaK TH BCEX pa3BieKala, Korja MeHs
37ech He OBUIO U TH He MOTJIa JejlaTh U3 MEHS IIOCMeInIe?

,]:[}KOGI/I, KOTOpPasd HUKOT'Ia He JIe3JIa 3a CJIOBOM B KapMaH, OTBETHUJIA:

— Hamra ku3Hb Obl1a MpauyHoU. MiMest uib oTila u OnBappaa... — OHa 3aMoidaja U npuxarina pyKy
KO pTYy.

Ha MraHOBeHMe B CTAapOM HEYIOTHOM 3aJjie BOLIAPUJIACH TUIIWHA: BCE BOPYT Celdac BCIIOMHUIIU, YTO
TOJIBKO MBa [JHS Ha3aj OHU IPUCYTCTBOBANIA Ha MBOMHEIX TOXOPOHaX. OPHUIHAATBEHO TOMOYANLIE!
HAXOMMJIUCh B TPaype II0 I'JIaBe U CTaplIeMy CHIHY 9TOH BeTBM MoHTroMepu. Ho DmBapa HUKOIIa He
Pas3messin ¢ ceMbel ee IPOCTEIe PAJOCTH, a OTEIl IPAKTHUYECKK OTCYTCTBOBAJI, 3allePIIUCh B CBOEH
KOMHATe Ha BepXHEM 3Taxe OamHu. TPymHO CKOpOEeTh M0 TeM, KOTO PeIKO BUME, a B ClTydae C
OmBapmoM, o TeM, IT0 KOM HUKOTHa He CKydJarl.

— ITa, — crokorHO mporopopun Ixemu. — [lomaraio, HacTano BPeEMS BCIIOMHUTD, 3a49€M MBI
cobpanuck. — O60MAS CTOJ, OH B3si7T bepeHrapuio 3a PyKy U BHIBEN U3 3ajia. — [loueMy HUKTO MHe
He CKa3aj? — CIIPOCUJI OH, KOTTla OHM OKa3a/IuCh B KOMHaTe bepeHrapuu.

[Tpu6MU3UBIIKCH K OKHY C 00BaMBIINMCS MTOJOKOHHUKOM, [I:KeMu 6e3 0COOBIX YCUIIUM OTIOMHUIT
KyCOK KaMH$ 0T cTeHbl. Boma. HeckonbKo yieT Ha3ap ObIIM IPOJaHE BCE CBUHIIOBHIE XKejoba, U C Tex
TI0p BOMla XJIecTaja IpsiMo B KaMeHb CTEH.

[>KeMy IOBEPHYJICS U TIOCMOTPEJI Ha CeCTPY, CHUAEBIIYIO B Kpecjie, MECTO KOTOPOMY OBIIO B
KPECThSITHCKOU XMKWHE, a HE B TOM, YTO HEKOTa SBIISITIOCHh BEJTUKOJIETTHBIM 3aMKOM.

Bepenrapus cobpaiach ObIJI0 IPUAYyMaTh KaKOe-TO OlIpaBiaHue, HO HeOXKUIaHHO [ ce0s cKa3asa
IpaBay:

— l'opmocte. Ta caMast BenuKas ropgocTb MoHTroMepy, Oyab OHa MPOKJIATA. — 3aMoI4aB, OHa
yneiOHyIack. — Ta camasi TOpaoCTh, KOTOpasi cefyac BEI3BIBAET CIIa3M B TBOEM XKeJly[gKe U OT
KOTOpPOI TBOM 7106 MOKPEIBaeTCs UCapuHoi. CKaXu, Thl BEPTHUILL B PyKaX OTI[OBCKUYN KUHXKa?

Ixxemu He cpady coobpa3usi, YTo OHa UMEET B BUAY, HO IIOTOM 3aMETHUJI, YTO AEPXKUT B pyKax
KPACUBBIY KUHKAJ C [I030JI0UEHHOU PYKOSITKOM, KOTOPBIM OTELl ITIOfAAapUJl eMy MHOTO JIeT Ha3al,.

[ aBHBEIM-IaBHO yKpallaBllIie eT0 IparoleHHbe KaMHY ObIJIM IPOAAHEl ¥ 3aMeHEeHH! Ha I[BETHHIE
CTEKJISIIKY, OOHAKO [T030JI0Ta COXpPaHUIach U sIpKo OJiecTea, KOTa Ha Hee Iafialy JIydd COJIHIIA.

OH IrpyCTHO YCMEXHYJICS.

— 4 v 3a6bI1, HACKOJIBKO XOPOIIO TH 3Haelrb MeHs. OH PaCIIONIOXKUIICS Ha IOOYIIKE Y ee HOT H,
TI0JIO2KWB TOJIOBY € Ha KOJIeHH, 3aKPHIJ I'7la3a. bepeHrapus HEKHO mepedupaiia ero BOJIOCH.
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— Huxorpa He BCTpeyas XeHIIKWHY, CIIOCOOHYI0 CPaBHUTHCS € TOOOU II0 KpacoTe.

— Pa3Be He IIymo ¢ TBOEW CTOPOHH TOBOPUTH, YTO MBI OJIM3HEIHI?

OH no1esnoBan ee pykKy.

— 4 cTap, yponIuB U BeCh B IIpaMax, a THl He TPDOHYTa BpEMeHEM.

— HerponyTta, UMeHHO Tak, — nolIyTUIa bepeHrapus, HaMeKast Ha CBOI [€BCTBEHHOCTb.
Ho [Ixxemu He yneiOHYyNICS. OH MOJHSII PYKY ¥ ITOMaxaJl elo Iepeq JIULOM JeBYIIKU.

— Becmone3xno, — MporoBopuiia Ta ¥ YXBaTHUIIa €T0 3a PYKy. — $1 HU4YEero He YBUXKY, faXke eclu
3axeyb JIYYMHY V MEeHs Iepef riaa3aMu. f ciena, a KakoMy MyX4YKrHe HyXKHa cienas x)keHa? OT MeHs
HET HUKAKOU IOJIb3EI, JTy4ile OBl T yMepIia IPY POXKICHUH.

CTpeMUTENbHOCTD, C KOTOPOU [I;KeMU BCKOYUII Ha HOTU, U3yMUJIa ee.

— O [Ixxemu, mpocTtu MeHs. 4 He XoTena... 4 TpocTo He mogymana. [loxkany#cTa, caguchk paaoMm. [lai
MHe IOTPOHYThCS mo TeOs. [Toxkamyicra.

II>keMu BHOBb OIIYCTHJICS Ha MOOYIIKY. Ero cepalie yYalleHHO CTy4asio, ¥ IPUYUHOM 9TOMY OBIIO
yyBCTBO BUHK. OHU ¢ Bepenrapue 6biu 6nu3HenamMmu, Ho [I2KeMu 0Ka3ascs 04eHb KPYITHBIM
pebeHKOM, U eMy IToTpeboBaIoCh MHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOOBI ITOSIBUTHCS Ha CBeT. Korma ke HacTan
yepep bepeHrapuu, oHa mosiBUIack 00MOTaHHas IIYIIOBUHOM, 1 BCKOpPe 00HAPYXKUIIOCh, YTO IeBOYKA
cnena. [ToBuTyxa yTBEepXKaasa, YTO BO BCeM BUHOBAT [[3KeMU CO CBOe! MeOJIUTENIbHOCTHIO, TI03TOMY
OH KUJI C YYBCTBOM BUHHI Iepel] KpacaBUIIEU-CECTPOU.

OH Bcerpa crapasics ObITh PSIIOM C Heil. Hu pa3y TepreHue He U3MEHUJIO eMy, HUKOTfia ee 001IeCcTBO
He yToMysiio ero. OH IToMoran el BO BCeM, YYUII 1Ta3aTh 10 AePeBbsIM U JaXKe e3OUTh BEPXOM, BIBOEM
OHU TIPOILIM OECSTKU MUJIb TI0 XOJIMaM.

Bce cuutanu [IxkeMu 4yTh I HE CBSITHIM, 3a UCK/TIOUeHHeM ux OpaTa dgBapaa. Korma KTo-To XBamum
II>KeMu 3a TO, YTO OH OTKA3BIBAETCSI OT UTPH CO CBOMMHU CBEPCTHUKAMY Pafy TOTO, YTOOH IIOBECTH
CTIETIyIO CECTPY B JieC 3a SrogaMu, daBapy o6bruHo ropopui: «OH yKpas y Hee 3peHue, BepHo? Tak
II04YeMy XKe eMy He [leJlaTh BCe BO3MOXKHO€E, UTOObI BEPHYTh €ro ei?»

I>xemMu HaOpas B rpyab mobosIbile BO3yXa.

— HWTak, HUKTO HE paccKas3ajl MHe, YTO TBOPHUI IOBap{, TOIbKO M3-3a 9TOM TOPOOCTH, — 3aMETHJI OH,
BO3BpalllasiCh U3 BOCIIOMUHAHUY B JENMCTBUTEIbHOCTb.

BuHa nexarna Ha ero cepane TAXKeJbIM I'DY30M. BuHa 3a TO, 4TO OH Tak Haf0JIr0 OCTaBHUII CJIETIYIO
CeCTpy, BHUHA 3a TO, YTO IIPOMUIOIIJIO II0CJIE€ €ro OThEe3aa.

— XBaTtuT Tebe 3aHMMATLCSI camMoOudyeBaHUEM, — MIPOTroBopuiIa bepeHrapusi.

OHa crierka moTsHya [I2keMu 3a BOJIOCH], ¥ OH, IIOTHSIB TOJIOBY, IIOCMOTPeT Ha Hee. TPymHO OBLIO
TIOBEPUTH, YTO TaKKE IPEeKPaCHbIe TonyOkle Ira3a C AJTMHHBIMYU MYLIIMCTHIME PECHUI[AMH HUYEro He
BHISIT.

— Oit! — ¢ yneIOKO¥ BOCKIIUKHYJI OH U, KOT{Ia OHA OTITyCTHUJIa €T0 BOJIOCH], ITOIHEC ee PYKY K rybam. —
¢ HUYero He MOTy IOfeNaTh C YYBCTBOM BUHEL. OHO IIOCTOSIHHO My4aeT MeHs. f1 3Hato, 4To co6oi
IIPeNCTaB/IANY OTell ¥ JABapy.
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— Ia, — nomopiunack beperrapus. — OTel Hoca He TOKa3kIBall U3 CBOEM KOMHATHI, a IABaph
OKa3aJICs CaMo¥ HacTosIed cBuHbed. OH OB OTTaCeH [IJisi BCeX JIePeBEHCKUX IeBOUEK CTaplie

necstu net. OH yMep MOJIOIBIM, TOTOMY YTO ObSBOJI CJIMIIKOM CHUJIBHO IIOJTIO0MI €ero U 3aX0Tel,
yTOORI OH BCeTfIa OBLI PSIIOM.

[I>keMHU IPOTHUB BOJIK PACCMESIICS.

— 4 Tak cky4arn mo Te0e BCe 3TU MECSIIHI.

— Topger, moporo# 6paTelr. 'omb.

— Hy noueMy XeHIIMHH TIOMHSAT KaKue-To Mejouu? BepeHrapus epHysa ero 3a yxo.

— XBaTHUT FOBOPHUTH O TBOUX JKeHINKHaX. JIydllle paccKaxku MHE 0 JAaHHOM Tebe MOPyYEeHUH.

— Kaxk xe Tr BenukopyHa! Trl mpefcTaBuila Bce Tak, OyATO MHe IIPEACTOUT OTIIPABUTHLCSA Ha
noucku CBsiToro ['paarsis, a BOBCe He COMPOBOXKAAThL O0TaTyI0 HAaCIeNHUIY 110 CTPAHe.

— Ho tak u ecTs, ecu gemno kacaetcs Tebsi. MeHs Bceraa YAUBIISAIO, YTO BB C DOBapAOM POIHbIE
OpaThbs.

— WHorpga s cripamrBan ce0si: a KTO e ero OTell, eCJIM Y4eCTh, YTO OH POAUIICS Yepes MSITh MecsleB
IIoCjIe CBaAbOBl HAIIIMX POOUTEINIEN, — IMHUYHO 3aMeTun [IXKeMu.

Ecnu GBI 9Ty MBICITIb BHICKa3asl KTo-HUOYIb opyroii, beperrapus 6pocunach OBl 3alUIIATh CBOIO
IOPOTYI0 MaTYIIKy, Yel pacCyNOK JaBHBIM-JaBHO IIOMYTHIICS.

— OpHaxXnOH g CIIPoCHiia MaMy 00 3TOM.
— W 410 XKe oHa oTBeTUNna? — [I;KEeMU He CKpPBIBAJl CBOET0 U3YMJIEHUS.

— Ona B3MaxHYyJla PYKOH! ¥ IIPOTOBOPHIIA: «B TO 1€TO BOKPYT MEHS OBIJIO TaK MHOT'O KPACHBBIX
MOJIOMBIX JTIofied, 4To 51, 60I0Ch, ¥ HE BCIIOMHIO, KTO UMEHHO U3 HUX».

[TepBoii peaknuei [xxemu OblT THEB. OOHAKO OH CKa3asl cebe, YTO CIHUIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3HAET CBOIO
MaTh, UYTOOH 00MKATHLCS, ¥, YCIIOKOUBIINCE, YIIBIOHYIICS.

— Ecnu ee cembs 00HapyXkuja, 4To OHa 6epeMeHHa, TO [Jig Hee He OBII0 Jydllle MyKa, 4YeM oTell. I
TaK ¥ IIpeJicTaBisi0 cebe, KaK ero MaTh IOOXOAUT K HEMY U TOBOPHUT: « CHIHOK, OTJI0KY 3Ty KHUKKY.
Hacraso BpeMsa KeHUTLCA».

— Twl gymaels, B CBOIO OpayHyIo HOYb OH TOXKeE YHUTan?
O [IxxeMu, HeyXKeJu TH CUUTaEllb, 4YTO U MBI?.. — ['71a3a bepeHrapuu paclIupuiucs.

— ITaxXe y4eHBIe BpeMsi OT BpeMeHHU OTPHIBAIOTCST OT KHUT. Eciiy OBl THI MOT'JIa B3TJISIHYTh Ha HAC U
HaIlMX TBOIOPOIOHLIX OpaTheB U cecTep. Begs MbI ke moxoxu. A JI:KoOu Tak BooOIIIe KOMUS OTIIA.

— Ila, — cornacunack bepeHrapus. — 3Ha4uT, THl TOXKe Ha[ 3TUM 3aAyMbIBAJICA?
— Pa3 unu gBa.

— HaBepHoe, B Te pa3Hl, KOTHa JaBapy muxas Te0s B Kydy HaBo3a? Wy npuBsi3eIBall K BETKE iepeBa
u yxonuin? Wnu Korga OH j1oMasl TBOU Belu?
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— Wnu Korma oH 063kBan Tebst, — TUX0 Ipou3Hec [Ixkemu. BHe3amHo ero rimasa 6mecHynu. — Wnu
KOTTa OH IIBITAJICS BRIIATh TeOs 3a ['eHpu OnmuBepa.

Bepenrapus 3acroHana.
— I'eHpu Bce elle IpofoIXKaeT yIpaliuBaTh MaMy.
— V¥ Hero Bce elle M0O3roB, KaK y MOPKOBKU?

— CKopee, KaK y peuCKH, — MpayHO OTBeTUJIa bepeHrapus, KOTOPYIO OXBaThIBAJIO OTUYasHUE IIPU
MEICJIH, YTO €AUHCTBEHHOE IIPeNJIoKeHNe 0 3aMyKeCTBe OHa IOJIy4yusia OT TaKOro YejloBeKa, Kak
l'enpu OnuBep. — [loxkanyiicTta, gaBa He OymeM 00 SOBaphe U 0 TOM, KaK OH ITpOMaThIBajl Te€ KPOXH,
4yTO y Hac Obiu. Y Gosbile HYU cl0Ba 0... 06 3TOM 4esnoBeKe! Pacckaxku MHe 0 CBOel HacIemHUIIE.

IxeMu cobpascs ObIJI0O BO3pa3uTh, HO MpoMosda. «Ero» HacnegHulla uMesa MpsgaMoe OTHOIIEHKe K
a3apTHHIM UTpPaM, KyTexkaM 1 BooOIle HenmoTpeOHOMY IOBefleHuI0 ero «OpaTa» daBapaa. [1o MHEHUIO
I>xeMu, TaKOM HETroAsiii IPOCTO He 3aCiyKUBaj TOro, YToObl Ha3kBaThcs GpaTtoM. IToka [IxeMmu
Cpaxarcs 3a KOPOJeBy, IOABeprall ONaCHOCTH CBOIO XXU3Hb, OBap[ pacipopasal Bce, YeM Biafesa
ceMbs, 4TOOHI TOKYTIaTh JIoMae (KOTOphle CIyCTS KOPOTKOe BpeMsl JIOMaJIu LIed 1 HOTH U3-3a ero
HeOpeKHOCTH), HOPOTYIO OfEeXkAY (KOTOPYIO OH TEPSI Uik pBan). [leHbry TakKe ObUIM eMy HYKHBI
71T @3aPTHBIX UTP (B KOTOPHIX OH BCETa IPOUTPHIBAT).

[Toka OmBapy pa3opsiyi CEMbIO, UX OTEIl ITOCTOSIHHO CUMEN B CBOEH KOMHATe B OalllHe ¥ IHcal
uctopuio Mupa. OH MaJjIo eI, Majo CIlaj, HU C KeM He BHU[IeJICS, Hi C KeM He pasroBapuBai. IIpocTo
nucan geHb u Houb. Korma [xko6u u bepeHrapus mpeacTaBiIsid eMy JOKa3aTelbCTBa MPECTYITHBIX
nestHUM JOBapha, B TOM YHCJIe JOKYMEHTH, U3 KOTOPBIX CJIefI0BaJio, CKOJIbLKO 3eMJIM U Ha KaKYyio
CyMMYy ITpofiai 9aBapy, YTOOl pacIIaTUThCS C JOJITaMU, OTeIl JIUIIL OTBeYasl: «YTo s MOTY CHesaTh?
Korga-uubynb Bce OymeT IpuHajiexaTh OBapAy, I03TOMY ceiidac OH MOXKET IIOCTYIaTh, KaK
CYHTAET HYKHHIM. {1 BO 4TO OBl TO HM CTAJIO HOJIXKEH 3aKOHYHUTh 3Ty KHUTY, IPEXKIe YeM YMPY».

Ho nuxopagka yHecsa XXKU3HU ¥ JABapAa, ¥ oTia. TOTbKO BUepa OHYU ObLIM XKUBH — U BOT yK€ UX HET
Ha 3TOM CBeTe.

[TpuexaB Ha MOXOPOHHI, [I2KeMU 00HAPYKUII, YTO HEKOTA ITPOIIBETAIOIIEE TIOMECThE ITPOCTO HE
croco0HO obecmeunTh COOCTBEHHOE CYIIIeCTBOBaHUE. Best 3eMiist, 3a HCKII0UEHWEeM y4YacTKa, Ha
KOTOPOM CTOSIJT 3aMOK, OblyIa ImpopaHa. ['ocogckuit moM OBII IPOOAH oM Hal3al TakK XKe, KakK 1 IoMa,
B KOTOPHIX XWIH (hepMepsl, 1 00pabaThIBaeMbIe MU II0JIS.

B TeueHue HeCKONIbKUX OHeH B [[:keMu OylieBana HeyeMHas SPOCTE.

— Ha yTo, oH cuuTar, Bl OymeTe XKuTh? UeM, 110 ero MHEHUIO, Bbl HOJIKHEL OBUIM TUTAThCS, €CITU
HEKOMY IIJIaTUTh PEHTY U cOOUpaTh ypoxKau?

— Ha KapTO4YHBIE BHIUTPHIIIYN, eCTeCTBeHHO. OH BCerfa yTBepxKaaJsl, 4To B CIIeAYyIIINi pa3
00sI3aTeNTbHO BHIUTPAET, — OTBeTUIIa [[:K00u, KOTOpas BHITJIsIAENIa ODHOBPEMEHHO U TPOTaTEeIbHO
IOHOM, ¥ myratoie Mmynpoii. OHa B3mepHYyJa 6poBb. — Ilonaraio, Tebe mopa MPeKpPaTUTh COKPYIIAThCS
II0 TIOBOMIY TOT'O, UTO HEJIb3SI U3MEHUTh, ¥ IIOAyMaTh, YTO CHeNIaTh C TEM, UTO Y TeOs eCTb.

[Ipm 5TOM OHa MHOTO3HAYMUTEJIbHO ITIOCMOTPENa Ha bepeHrapuio.

k001 uMesla B BUAY, YTO HU OOUH MYKYMHA He 3aX04eT B35ITh B XKEHHI CJIEMy10, Kak OBl KpacuBa OHa
HU Obllla ¥ KaKuM OBl OTPOMHBIM ITPHOAHBIM HU oOnafana. [losTomy [IxkeMu 005i3aH cofepKaTh ee.
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— l'opmocTh, — mporoBopui oH. — [1a, BE ¢ [I3K0OM 0Ka3a/lIuCh CIUIIKOM TOPILIME, YTOOH! ITOCTIATh 3a
MHOH.

— Her, TonbpKO 51 0OKa3aiach CIMIIKOM Topaoi. [1:ko0u cka3asa... HaBepHOe, Nydiiie He MOBTOPSThH TO,
YTO CKasasa [Ko0Hu.

— YTO0-TO HACUYET TOTO, YTO I CTPyCHJl, OCTaBUB BdC Ha IIOII€YEHNE TAaKOI'0 YyOOBHIIA, KaK SI[BapI[?

— Tsl 00pucoBas cuTyanuuio B 60jiee MATKUX TOHAX, YeM OHa, — YIBIOHYIach bepeHrapusi, BCIOMHUB
cnoBa [Iko6u. — I'me TOIbKO OHa Hay4YMJIaCh TAKUM YKACHBIM BEIpaKeHUsAM? [[2KeMU ITOMOPIIUIICS.

— HeT coMHEHUS B TOM, 4YTO ,]:[}KO6I/I HNCTUHHAA MOHTI"OMepI/I. Orer OBIT IIpaB, KOT'da YTBEPZXKOAII, 9TO
C IIOABJIEHUEM MIIQJIIET O pe6eHKa €ro XKM3Hb IIPEeBPATUJIaCh B HACTOSIINH af.

— Orell HeHaBUIEII BCE, YTO OTBJIEKAJIO €T0 OT OParoneHHbBIX KHUT, — C TOPE€YhI0 3aMETHJIa
BepeHrapI/I;{. — Opuaako H}KO6I/I HMeJlda BOSMO2XKHOCThE YUTATh €My BCJIYX, a d HET.

,]:[}KGMI/I B34JI €€ 3a PYKY, 1 Ha HECKOJIbBKO MUHYT OHH IIOTPY3UJINCE B HEBECEJIEIE BOCIIOMWHAHNA.

— XBaTtut! — BOpPYT BCTpeneHynack beperrapusi. — Hacneguuua. Pacckaxu MHe 0 CBOel
HacCJlle[HUILIE.

— Huxkakast oHa He Mos. E¥f mpeicTOUT BHIMTHU 3a OJHOT0 U3 BOTMHTOPOKOB.

— Hy u Xu3Hb y HUX, HaBepHOEe, — Me[JIeHHO IPOU3HeCa AeByllKa. — Kak Tl f[yMaellb, OHI
KaXOBIY MeHb TOMAT KaMUHBI? OHU CXKUTAIOT OTPOMHEIE OpeBHA? Y HUX TEIJIO B loMe?

II>xemMu paccmescs.
— IIx00u 6pemuT OAparoleHHOCTSIMY U IIeJKaMH, a Thl — TEIJIOM.

— ¢ meuTa0 He TOIBKO 00 3TOM, — BO3pa3uja OHa. — $1 MeYTar 0 TOM, YTOOBI TH KEHHUJICST Ha
HacJIemHUIe.

BoamymienHsi#, [[xkeMu 0TOPOCHTI ee PYKY U, IOTHSBIINCE, TIOAOIIEN K OKHY. He oTmaBas cebe
0TYeTa, OH BHITALUJI U3 HOXKEH KUHKAJ U IPUHSJICSA BEPTETh €ro B pyKax.

— [ToueMy KeHIIUHE TaK JII00SAT paHTa3UPOBATE?

— Xa, dhaHTa3upoBaTh! — BOCKNIMKHYIa bepeHrapus, BCKOUuB. — 4 x04y, 4ToOH Ha CTO/e OblIa efa.
TwI 3HAEIL, YTO 3TO TaKOE — IIeJILII MecCsll MUTAThCA IIJIeCHeBeIol yeueBulei? Tebe U3BECTHO, UTO
OHa fieflaeT C XKeJIyKoM, He TOBOps yKe 0 KoTinax? Tebe...

Ixemu npubIU3UICS K HEW W, HaJlaBUB Ha IIJIeYH, 3aCTaBUII ee cecTh. — [IpocTu. ...
Y10 oH Mor cka3aTh? Ero cembs romofana, B TO BpeMs Kak OH o0efasl 3a OMHUM CTOJIOM C KOPOJIEBOM.

— OTo He TBOSI BUHA, — ropas3fo CIOKOMHee 3aropopuia beperrapusi. — OgHAKO My4YHble YEPBH B
xy1e0e MUIIA0T XKKU3Hb POMAHTUKY U HAlIPpOYb OTOMBAIOT XKejlaHue (haHTa3upOBaTh.

Hamo cMoTpeTh pakTam B JIUII0, HAJO OIEPUPOBATH TEM, YTO V HAC €CTh. BO-TIePBBIX, MbI MOTJIH ObI
00paTUTHCS K HAITUM OOraThIM POACTBEHHUKAM M OTHATh Ce0s Ha UX MUJIOCTh. MBI MOTJIH OBI
TIOCEJIUTHCS B OTHOM M3 UX IOMOB U CHITHO €CTh TPUXKHI B IEHb.
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IIxxeMu IIPUCTANIBHO IIOCMOTPEII Ha HeEe.

— Ecnu TH pacCMaTpPUBaellb TAKYIO BOSMOXKHOCTE, IT04YE€MY 2K€ Thl M Hallla CKBEPHOCJIOBAIIIaA
CeCTpHlla He IToeXallu K HUM T'O[f Ha3am? SnBapny BCe OBIJIO 6e3paSHI/I‘-IHO, d OTeIl IIPOCTO OBl He
3dMETHII. Hoquy ThI PEIINJIa KUTh 30ECh U IIUTATHCA THUJIIBIO?

['yorr BepeHrapuu MenieHHO PACTSHYIUCH B YIBIOKE, ¥ B CIIEAyOllee MTHOBeHMe OHa U [IKeMu
XOPOM IIPOU3HECIIH:

— l'opmocTs!

— XKamp, 4TO MBI HE MOKEM IIPOAATh HAIlly TOPAOCTh, — 3aMeTus [[:KeMu. — B mpoTHBHOM cllydae
MEI cTany Ovl Ooraye HaclIemHUIL MelneHxosa.

OHE pacxX0XOTaIKUCh, TIOTOMY YTO BEIpAXKeHUE «Ooraye HaclegHULE MelgeHxoa» yKe CTauo
KPBITIATHIM ¥ CJIBIIIAJIOCH HE TOIBKO BO BCEX YrojIKax AHTIIMYU, HO ¥ Koe-Te Bo OpaHIUy.

— MEI He MOXKEM IIpOoOaTh TOPAOCTH, — CKa3alla BepeHrapI/IH, — HO Yy HaC eCTh HEYTO,
IIpencCTaBIgdI0IIEE GOJ'IBI.T.IYI-O IIEHHOCTb.

— W uro xe? HeyxXenu Ha PEIHKE CTa/IM IIPOJaBaTh KPOLIAIIMECS OT BpeMeHH KaMHU? XOTS HET, MBI
MOKeM 00BSIBUTE, UTO B HAIIeM KOJIOALe XXWBas BOMa, KOTOPas U3JIeUnBaeT Bce 00JIe3HU, U HAUTH
60raToro MOCTOSIHHOTO MOKYIATeNs. A ele...

— TBog kpacora.
— ...MBI MOXK€M IIpoJaBaTh HaBO3 U3 KOHIOWIHYU, — Hpoponxkan [Ixkemu. — WUnu... Mosg — 4T1o?

— TBost KpacoTta. MmenHo k001 3aroBopuia 06 aToM. [[:KeMu, mogyMaii! YTo HENTb3d KyIUTh 3a
OEeHBIu?

— 3a OeHbI'¥M MOXHO KYIIUTh MHOTO€, eCJIA He BCe.
— Henb3sg KynuTh KpacorTy.

— O, s HauMHAI0 IOHKUMaTh. [IpedmonaraeTcs, 9YTo s IPOaM CBOIO... KPACcOTy, KaK Thl €€ Ha3hIBAEIllb.
Pa3 s mpomaioch, 3HAUMT, 3a IeHbI'M MOXKHO KYIIMTh KPAacoTy, €CIH 5 HeHCTBUTENbHO 00/1aiaio 3TOH
KpacoToit. — Ero rimasa, kak Bcernma, Korga oH moampasHuBat ee, 3afopHo 6mecHynmu. — OTKyna Tede
M3BECTHO, YTO S HE VPO, IOX0XKHUH Ha... Ha Ky4y TBOEH IIJIeCHEBEJIOH YeUEBUIIbI?

— II>xeMu, s He BUXKY, HO s He CJiella, — OTBeTUJIa bepeHrapusi TaKuM TOHOM, O6yITO pa3roBapuBalla
C HemoTemnou. [I:keMy He CMOT COepzKaTh cMeX. — Thl HyMaelllb, 1 He CJIBIIY ¥ He YyBCTBYIO, KaK
B3IBIXAIOT XKEHIIKUHbI, KOT{Ia THl ITPOXOAUIIb MUMO HUX? Thl IyMaellb, S He CHbIINaja, KakK JKeHITUHBI
paccyXaanu 0 TOM, KaKUMU T'PSI3HBIMU BeIllaMU UM XOTeJIoCh Obl C TO0OM 3aHATHCSA?

— Hy-Hy, 3T0 04eHb faxe UHTEPECHO, — 3aMeTun [[xKeMu. — Pacckaxu-Ka MHe eie. — [Jxemu! A
Cepbe3HO.

OO6HSB cecTpy 3a ey, [IKeMu HaKJIOHUJICS K Hel ¥ e[JBa He KacaJicsi HOCOM ee Hoca.

— Mos moporasi MajileHbKasl CeCTpUYKa, — CKa3aJl OH, — Thl He CIIyllaellb MeHd. 1 JomkeH
IIPOBOAMTD 3Ty GOTaTyio HaCIemHUI K YeJI0BEKY, 3a KOTOPOT0 OHA BHIMAET 3aMyXk. Eil He HyxKeH
MYy, OH y Hee y¥Ke eCTb.
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— A KTO Takou 9T0T bonuHropok?

— Kak tebe u3BecTHO, oH Oorad. Ero oTel] Tak xe 00raT, Kak 1 OTel] HacJIemHUIL. — Tak 3aueM el
ete OoJIbINE IEeHer?

I>XeMu CHUCXONUTENbHO YIROHYICS cecTpe. OHa BCIO XKMU3Hb IPOBeJIa B TPOBUHIIUY, TIO3TOMY MJIS
Hee 6OTATCTBO aCCOIIMUPOBAIIOCH C TEIION OeXKI0M U CHITHOU emoi. Ho caM oH MHOTO

Ty TEIIeCTBOBA U 3HAJI, YTO HET TAKUX MOHITHUH, KaK «I0CTAaTOYHO [IEHET», «JOCTAaTOYHO BIIACTH».
I7151 GONBIIMHCTBA CJI0BA «JOCTATOYHO» IIPOCTO HE CYIECTBYET.

— He Hazmo 0THOCUTHCS KO MHE CBEICOKA, — BO3MYyTHUJIack bepeHrapus.
— 4 Xxe momnyuy.

— Ia, HO s cywlny TBOM MbICTTH. KoposeBa, kKak Te0e n3BeCTHO, HaMeKasta, 4To [IepkuH MengeHxon
MOXKET MOIYYUTh TUTYJ, €CIIA OCTAaTOYHO 3aIlJIaTHUT.

— U on oTkazasncsa. CKynocTh 3TOr0 4elloBeKa CTajla IIPUTYEl BO S3bILeX 1Mo Bcel AHTINHU. B maHHOM
CIydae MeHS 9TO pagyeT, Tak KaK MHaye OH He HaHsJ Obl TaKoro 6emHsIKa, YTOOH COMMPOBOXKIATh
CBOIO IOYb.

— BepHo, TH GefeH, HO 3aTO TH YHACIe0Bal BCe TUTYIIH OTIIa.

[I>xeMy Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMep.

— el CTBUTENBHO, — 3alyMUYMBO IIPOU3HEC OH. — [leficTBUTENBHO. TaK, s rpad, BEPHO?
— A emne BUKOHT. U erie y TeOs, 0 KpallHel Mepe, TpU TUTYJa OapoHeTa.

— I'M, KaK 110-TBOEMY, yacTCs I MHE 3aCTaBUTh [[3K0OU NMPEKJIOHUTD ITPe0 MHOM KoJieHa U
I0IIeI0BaTh ITEPCTEHD?

— II>keMu, mogyMait 0 prIHKE HEBeCT. Y TeOs eCThb TUTYI, Thl KPacuB.

Ee cnoBa Bo3myTumnu [xkeMu [0 TIyOUHBI OyIIA. — Thl TOBOPHUIIL 000 MHE, KaK 0 JKUPHOM T'yCe,
KOTOPOT'0 BCE BHIPHIBAIOT APYT ¥ APYyra K3 PYK, YTOOBI YKPACUTh CBOM POKAEeCTBEHCKUM 00en. Jlopn
'ycaxk! ITomxopmuTe, maMel, B3TJIAHUTE, KaKUe y HETO IIPeKpacHEle Iepbs! TOJIbKO IIpencTaBbTe, Kak
BEJIMKOJIEIIHO OH OyIeT CMOTPETHCS Ha BalleM cTojie! KynuTe NTUYKY, ¥ Balll MyXK U [eTKU OyOyT
BEYHO JTIOOKUTH Bac!

['yOr1 BepeHrapuu cKanuch B TOHKYIO JTUHUIO.

— Yro y Hac ecTs elle, KpoMme Tebsa? A? Pa3e kakou-HUOyAb Ooray xKeHUTCS Ha MHe? Crenoi u 6e3
npunaHoro? A, [Ixxo6u? Y Hee HeT IpUAaHOro, OHa He GyelleT KPacoTol, a ee XapaKTep OCTaBIIIeT
JKeJaTh MHOTO JIy4IIIeTo.

— Tot ciunrkoM goOpa, — Kak 00BIYHO IOAOPA3HUT ee [I:KeMHu.
— A THI CTTUIIIKOM TYTI.

— IIpomy mpoueHus, — CEPAUTO cKa3an oH. — Korga s cMoTpio Ha ce0s B 3epKajo, TO BUXKY TOJIBKO
ce0s, a He TOro ATOJJIOHA, 0 KOTOPOM T'OBOPSAT MOU CECTPHL. — [I3KeMu 3acTaBui ceds

ycnokouTthbcsa. — [locnyian, ceCTpuyuKa, HeYKeu Thl CYUTaelllb, UTO I He 3aJyMBIBaJICS Hafl BCeM
aTuM? f mpeKpacHO 3Hal0, YTO BEITOOHEIN OGpak PemuT MHOXKECTBO pobieM. Heyxkenu T He
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TIOHUMaEIIlh, YTO TIEPBOM MOEH MBICIBIO OBIIO: HaC/IeOHUIIA — 3TO MYTh PEUIeHUs HAIKMX MPo0IeM. —
Bepenrapus ynribHynacs, u [[)KkeMu 3HaJI, YTO 03HAYAET ee YIbIOKa.

— Yero TH ¥ Hallla HEYTOMOHHAs CeCTpuyKa mobuBaeTech? UTo Bhl 3aTesinu? — HecMOTps Ha IOJTHOE
HEeCXOLCTBO XapaKTepoB, 00e CecTphl ObUIM OYeHb OIM3KU.

— Bepenrapust! — xkecTko nmpoussec [xxemu. — 4 He Oymy y4acTBOBATh B TOM, YTO BHI 3adyMaJIH.
910 paboTa. U 51 yecTHO 3apaboTaio cBOU OeHbI'U. ECu 51 HOCTaBI0 HACIETHUILY K XKEHUXY LeJIoi U
HEBPe[MMOM, MHE XOPOIIIO0 3araTsaT. M Hudero 6osblle, I03TOMY 5 3amnpelnato Tebe u [Ixobu...

On 3aMosyan u 3acTtoHan. OH cpaXascd Ha BOMHE, BOOWUJI CBOUX JIOJed B aTaKy, y4aCcTBOBaJ B
IIeperoBopax Mexay CTpaHaMu, HO Y HEro He XBaTajlo CUJI IPOTUBOCTOATEL CeCcTpaM, KOrfa OHU
BBICTYIIANIA eIUHBIM (GPOHTOM. [la momMoryT eMy Hebeca!

— {1 oTKa3bIBalOCh y4aCTBOBATh, — yCTayio nporosopu [Ixkemu. — Hu 3a uto! Thl IOHAIAa MEHA?
BepeHrapusi, mpekpaTy Tak ynb0aThes!

['maBa 2

— Ecnu ona Bmo6uTcs B Te0s, [IKeMHu, ee oTel], eCTeCTBEHHO, II03BOJIUT el BLINTH 3a TebOs. OHa ero
eIMHCTBEHHHIN pe0eHOK, BCe HacCIeICTBO OTOHOeT eii. He coMHeBaroCh, YTO OH TOTOB IATh €i BCe,
YTO OHA IIOXKEJaeT.

HoBopsl [I:x06u 3By4anu o4eHb yoemuTenbHo gaxe mis [Ixkemu. OH XOTeN BHICKa3aTh HEKOTOPHIE
3aMeydaHusi, HO He MOT IIPOM3HECTH HU CJIOBa, IOTOMY YTO y HEro. Bo PTy Obutu OynaBku. C paHHETO
yTpa OH CTOSJI TIOCpey KOMHATH B HUKHeM Oefibe U C TOJIBIMU HOTaMHU, B TO BpeMs Kak [[:ko0u
[aBajia yKa3aHUs JePEeBEHCKOMY IOPTHOMY U LIECTH IIBESM I10 MOBOAY HapsAgoB, KOTOPLIE
pegHa3HavalIuCh OJIg TOTO, YTOOB TOMOYb [[2KeMu 3aBOEBaTh CEPAIe HACIeTHHIIHL.

[Tpouno# HOUbIO OH BHITIKII IOYTH ITOI00YOHKA MEP3KOT0 BUHA, TToKa [Ik00u u BepeHrapus
paccKka3bIBaId €My CBOM IjlaH. XOTh 3aMbICesT ObLT ¥ IIPOTUBEH €My, OH He MOT He BOCXHILAThCS
cecTpaMu, KOTOPHIM yIaioCh TaK MHOTO CHeJNIaTh 3@ CTOIb KOPOTKUH CPOK.

Tol 3Ke HOYbIO OH Y3HaJI MHOT'0O HOBOTO O BEPOJIOMCTBE CBOET0 POgHOTo OpaTa (MM, KaK OH
IIPEeANoYUTall CYUTaTh, CBOETO eMMHOYTPOOHOro OpaTa). OBapy He MPOCTO IPOAAB 3EMIIH
MOHTroMepu — OH IIPOMAJI UX JIIOMSIM, XapaKTep KOTOPHIX He OTIMYANICS OT eT0 COOCTBEHHOTO.

— Mep3Kue MKUBHIE IPECTYIHUKH... — Hadasa [xko0u.
— IIa, — nepebun ee [I:keMu, — HO YTO KOHKPETHO OHU COBEPIIUIIN?

YHpaBJ'IeHI/Ie X03SIHCTBOM SIBJISIZIOCH CIa0BIM MECTOM BCEX HOBBIX BrnamenbieB. Co30aBaIoCh
BIIe4YaTJIEHHe, GYHTO €JWHCTBEHHBLIM UX XKeJlaHheM OBLITO JepPXKaTh B CTpaXe KPEeCThbAH. Onu cxuranu
YPOXKau 1 fOMa, HAaCHUJIOBAJIM BCEX NEBYIIIEK, CKaKalll Ha JIOMAAAX IO TOJTBKO YTO 3aCeAHHBIM IIOJIAM.

V3HaB, uTo [I:K00M yCllOKaruBaia KPeCThbSH TeM, 4To obelllaia IIOMOIIb OpaTa, KOTrfia OH BEPHETCS,
[>KeMu IIoIepXHYyJICS.

— Jrta 3ems 0osbllle MHe He MTPUHAJIeXKUT, — HAallOMHUIT OH.
BepeHrapus noxara Ijie4yaMu:

— MOHTT‘OMepI/I BIIAMIeNIN 3TOM 3eMJIel BeKaMu, IMO3TOMY KaKMHX-TO [IBd I'Olld He JINIIAI0T TebOs
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OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a HEeE.

— Ho Benp Oblyta 3aKII04eHa CheiKa, ObUIY 3amaadyessl feHbru! — [I:KeMu IIo4Ty Kpudai, X0Ts
IIpeKpacHo IMMOHUMaJI, YTO JOJT Iepeq NpefKaMy TSIXKeJbIM IPY30M JIEXKUT Ha ero Iievax.

— KcraTu o geHbrax, — ckasasa [ko0u ¥ mofasa 3HaK CIyre, CTOSBIIEMY C KYBIIMHOM B PyKe y
JI>xeMu 3a CIMHOM.

[To3xe [Ixkemu roBopus cebe, 4To, Oy OH He TakK IIbSH, TO BHIIPHITHYJ ObI B OKHO U 100eKasl IpoyYb.
[Tpomwio numib gBe HEHENU C TeX MOop, KaK OH COTJIaCUJICS COIPOBOXKOATH O0TaTyi0 MOJIOAYIO
JKEHIIMHY, HO 3a 3TO BPeMs er0 CEeCTPhI YXUTPUIUCh MOOUITM30BATh XKUTEJIeH TpeX NepeByIlek,
HaXOOUBILNUXCS Ha 3eMJie, KOTopas IIpexe npuHaaiaexkana MoHTToMepy, — Ha 3eMJie, KOTOPYIO
mpoman daBap.

Ctomo [IkeMu IogyMaTh O TOM, YTO HarOBOPHJIA 9TH YePTOBKH, KAK ero JIKI0 3a/kBajia KpacKa.
Kazanock, CecTpsl y2Ke «IIpofain» CBOero Opara.

— He 1e6s1, a TBOIO KpacoTy, — yBelleBasa ero bepenrapus. Kak 6ynro emy ot aToro jerye!
— Kaxk xepeb11a umu mpu30Boro Obika, — 3asBuia [1xKo0u.
Korpa [I2kemu IIOMBITAJICSI CXBATUTD €€, OHA JIOBKO YBEPHYIACh M 3aCMesach.

ITpoIiToi HOYBIO B 3ajTe COOPAUCEH KUTEIH NePeBeHb, KOTOPhIe MPHHECIIH caMoe IeHHOe, YTO UM
yIOAJI0Ch COXPAHUTh WK, KaK IOJ03peBas [IxkeMu, YKpacTb. Cpemu mpodero ObId 00JI0MKH OT
cepeOPSIHHIX JIOXKEK, PyYKa OT 30JI0TOTO KYBIITHHA, MOHETH C IMKaMHU NABHO ITOYMBINKX B 603e
KOPOJIEH, MEIIKH C TYCUHBIM ITyXOM, KOTOPHIM MOXKHO OBIJI0 OB IIPOMIaTh, MTOPOCATA (OMUH HaxKe
oKeJsas MPUCOeTUHUTRCS K [[2KeMy B CTPEMJIEHUH HAMIUThCS), KOXKHM, MIPSIKKA OT [0sICa, HECKOJIBKO
TIyTOBHI] OT O0TaTOT0 MaMCKOT0 IIaThs. IlepeduHio He GBITI0 KOHIIA.

— CkaxwuTe, pagu bora, [ims 4ero Bce 3T0? — cipocun JIxkeMu, OTJIsigbiBasi TOPHl foOpa Ha CToJie 1
Ha TOJy.

JI:000TIIEITHOMY TIOPOCEHKY BCe e YIaroch HOOUTHCS CBOETO: OH ITePeBEePHYJTI BCe KyOKM Ha CTOJIE U
BBIJIAKaJl OCTATKX BMHA, IOCUUTAB JTAKOMCTBOM TO, OT YET0 OTKA3aJIUCh JIIOMIH.

— M=z cobupaeMcst cenath Te0e POCKOIIHEIM rapaepod, — o0bsicHuna bepenrapus. — Mul ogeHeM
Te0s1, KaK MPUHIA, U HaclegHulla MelileHxo/Ia c epBoro B3TJisgfa BIOOUTCS B TeOs.

IIxxeMu 3dKHHYJI TOJIOBY ¥ PACX0XO0TAJICA HAQ CTOJIb a6CprIHBIM 3asBJIECHUEM. HOpOCeHOK,
386paBLHHfICH K [I:KeMU Ha KOJIEeHH, IIOCMOTPEJI Ha HETO X TOXK€e Havall CMesThCA."

OrnsgeBIINCH 10 CTOpPOHAaM, IIxeMu, K CBOEMY YOUBIIEHUIO, 06Hapy’}KI/IH, YTO HUKTO U3 COTHU JIIOJEH,
C06paBU.II/IXCH B 3aJjie, JaXe He YJ'IBI6aeTCH.

— [IkeMwu, TH Hallla eMUHCTBEHHAS HafleXk/aa, — cka3asna Bepenrapus. — Thl clocoO6eH 04apoBaTh
m00Y10 KEHIUHY.

— Hert! — Bo3pa3sun [IxKeMu U ¢ TPOXOTOM ONYCTUJI KPYXKKY Ha CTOJI, pacijieCkaB BUHO U €[iBa He
3afleB IMATa4YO0K opoceHKa. OH GBI TAaK BO3MYIIEH, YTO HE 3aMeTHJI, KaK 0X04Yee 10 BEIITUBKU
JKUBOTHOE CYHYJIO HOC B €r0 KPYXKKYy. — ¢l He MoKy Ha 3TO! JTa XKeHI[MHAa BEIXOOUT 3a gpyroro. Ee
OTel] HUKOTIa He JacT pa3peleHus.
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EMy x0Tenochk Kpu4aTh O TOM, YTO OH BCETa MeuTasl XXKeHUThCS 110 JTI00BU, HO OefiHbIe Oe33eMeTIbHEIE
rpadsl He UMeIOT IIpaBa Ha TaKyI0 POCKOIIL. Ec/iu e OH BCe-TaKu KEeHUTCS, TO MyCTh 3TO OymeT
yeCTHBIM Opak. [la, y HEro HeT fieHer, 3aT0 eCTh TUTYJIE. BO3MOXKHO, MOYKa KaKOTro-HUOyOh 60raToro
KyIIa...

HWMeHHO TaKOBOM M SBIAETCHA HaclegHuIla MelmeHnxomnna. HUKTO He BUMEN €€ U, CIIeI0BaTENIbHO, He
MOT OIMCAaTh ee UHKEIM CJI0BOM, KpoMe «0oratas». OHa Ka3ajachb HeyJI0BUMOM, TONOOHO CKA30YHOM
npuHilecce. HeKoTopkle yTBepKaasy, YTO OHa IIpeKpacHa, CI0BHO 6oruHs. Kak Obl TO HU OO, ei
IIPECTOSJIO YHACIefoBaTh MUJIIMOHEI.

— He mory. He 6yny. Het. Hu nom Kakum BumoM. BoT 4TO OH CKa3ajl BYepa, a CETOfHS Ha HETro ykKe
IPUMePSIIU HOBYIO ofieXkny. [I2KeMu He coOMpasics CIpallliBaTh, ITle ¥ KaK CECTPHL U XKUTEJH
nmepeBeHb Pa3noO0bIIU 3T BeIMKOIENHbEe TKaHu., OH I0J03peBall, YTO CYHOYKH JOoBapaa
IIepPUOANYECKH OMyCTOoIIanuch. Cpeny XKeHIIUH OH Y3Hall TeX, KTo paboTas B TOCIIOACKOM [OMe, U
IIPUIIIEN K BEIBOJY, UTO HOBBIM X035IMH 00513aTENTbHO HE JOCUUTAETCS KOe-KaKHUX CBOUX 3aIlacoB.

OpHako OH He coOMpaeTCs PacClIpallvBaTh UX, IOTOMY YTO HE XOUeT HUYEro 3HaTh.

— Yertod ncenok! — He pazxkumas ry0, mporoBopun [Ixemu, KOTOPOTO 3aCTaBUJIA CTOSITh C
NOOHATHIME pyKamu. [[:ko0u BeIHY A OyIaBKM y HETO 30 pTa.

— Yro-yTo, OpaTHIIKa?
— Y0epurte 3TOT0 YepToBa nopoceHka! OH KPYTUTCS Y MEHS IIOJ HOTaMU.
— Ho ou m106uT Te0s, — cka3ana Hxo0u.

Te, KTO OBUI B KOMHATe, efiBa CIepxKanu cMeX. Bce npebbiBany B IPUIIOTHATOM HaCTPOEHUH, IIOTOMY
YTO 3HaNM: [[2KeMU pelluT ux npobyieMul. Pa3Be eCTh Ha CBeTe KEHIIMHA, CI0COOHAas YCTOSTh IPOTUB
ero yap? BrICOKUH, IIUPOKOIIEYUH, C TOHKOU Tamuen, MycKymucTeid. OH 603KeCTBEHHO KPaCHUB:
TEMHO-3eJIeHbIe TJIa3a, YepHBIe BOJIOCH], 30JI0TUCTAs OT 3arapa Koxka, YyBCTBeHHEIe I'yOrl. Hu y Koro
He BBI3BIBAJIO YOUBIIEHUS, KOTHa XKEHIUHE TEPSANIU fap pedu npu Bume [ xemu.

— ODTOT IOPOCEHOK KEHCKOTO IoJIa, — 3aMeTula bepeHrapus, 1 KOMHaTa HAMOJIHUIIACh TPOMKHM
XOXOTOM.

— XBatut! — B3peBen [xKeMu U MPUHSJICS COUPATh ¢ cebs 6apXaTHHIN KaM30J1.

B cnepyromee MrHOBEHME OH M3[all XKYTKUH BOIIL: OyIaBKU BIUIIKUCH eMy B 1amoHb. Korma JI:x00u
BBITAINMIIA OyTaBKY, OH CXBATHJI CBOIO CTAPYIO BEIHOIIEHHYIO OfleXKOY U HAIIPaBUJICS K [IBEPH.
[TopoceHok Gpocuscst 3a HuM. He 3ameTuB ero, [I2keMu CIIOTKHYJICS U efiBa He ynas. Pa3o3muBIIICh
ellle CUIbHEe, OH ITOMMaJl HeCcYyacTHOE XKUBOTHOE ¥ coOpasics BEIOPOCUTH B OKHO, HO B IIOCJIETHION0
CEeKyHIy YBULEI ero riasa.

— Ap u nams! — nponeun [[:keMu CKBO3b 3yOHBI, CYHYJI IIOPOCEHKA ITOM MBIIIKY U BHIIIEN U3
KOMHATHI, TPOMKO XJIOITHYB [ABEPHIO. Beren eMy moHECCS TPOMKHM X0XOT. — 2KeHIIUHbI! — MPOLIXTIEN
OH 1 c6exkaJl BHU3 110 APeBHEeN KaMeHHO! JIeCTHHIIE.

I'maBa 3

OKcCus He BUMeNa U He CIIblIana, Kak MyK4iHa KpaJics II0 Cafy, TO3TOMY ero IOsIBIeHHe 0Ka3aloCh
M1 Hee TOJTHOM HEeOXKMAAHHOCThI0. OOXBATUB IEBYIIKY 3@ TAJIUIO U 3aXKaB IITMPOKOM JIaIOHBIO POT,
OH OTTAIIUT ee B KycThl. Cepple DKcuu GeleHo cTy4ano, HO OHa TO ¥ [eJI0 TIOBTopsiyia cebe, uTo
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HY2KHO COXpaHsTh caMoo0OnamaHue. JIo00ou 11eHoM. B TOT MOMEHT OHa IPOCTHJIa CBOETo oTHa. BoT
II0YEMY BCIO CBOIO XM3Hb OHa ITPOBEJIa 3a BHICOKMMHU CTEHAMH, BOT IIOYEMY €€ CYIIeCTBOBaHUE
CKOpee HAllOMKHAJIO TIOPEMHOe 3aKmoueHue. Crenyollei ee MBICIbIO ObIIO: «A KaK eMy yIanoch
nmpoOpaThcs B cafi?» Bonb BepXHEro Kpast CTEHH TSHYIICS PSIA OCTPHIX XKeJIe3HBIX IITUIIOB, 110 Camy
cBobGonHO Geranmu cob6aku, MOAHUMABIIIME TPOMKUI JTall TP MOSIBIIEHUH YyXKakKa, Be3fe TPYOUIUChH
pabourue.

OKCuU Ka3aJoch, YTO 3a Ty MUHYTY, YTO He3HAKOMeI] TallliJl ee K 3apOoCiIsiM, OHa IIPOXKUIa eIy
KU3Hb. TOJIBKO YTO OHa pUCOBajia IOPTPET CBOEU KpacaBULLI-Ky3UHE OPpaHueCcKu — HaBEPHOE,
IOBaOIATHIM 32 3TOT TON — ¥ BOT ee MOXUTUIU. «KakK OH y3Han? — cIpaluBaia oHa ce0s. — Kak oH
y3HaJl, KTO g?»

He3nakoMel] 0CTaHOBUIICS, HO HE OTIYCTHUJI OEBYIIKY, a IPOOIKal IPUXKUMATh €€ K CBOeH
MYCKYIHCTOM IPyau. JKCUS BIEPBhIE OKa3ajach TaK OJIM3KO0 K MyxX4uHe. B 3amMKe ObII0 MHOKECTBO
IITTKUOHOB OTIIA, ¥ €CJIU KTO-HUOYIb U3 MyKYHUH — CAflOBHUK, YIIPABISIONIUNA — OCMENIUBAJICS
YNBIOHYTHCS €M, OH ucYe3all Ha CIeOyIoni XKe eHb.

— ITali MHe CJIOBO, UTO He 3aKpU4MUIlb, Koraa g yoepy pyKy. — OH ObIIIan ed mpsMo B yX0. —
HaBepHoe, TH He IIOBEPULIL MHE, HO 51 He IPUUYKHIO Te0s Bpefga. MHe POCTO HYKHO KOE-YTO Y3HATh.

Ycnblas 3TU €J10Ba, IKCUA IIOYTH IIOJIHOCTBIO yCIIOKousach. Hy KoHeuHo. BceM MyXK4uHaM HYKHO
ObLJI0 KOe-4TO y3HaTh y Hee. CKOIBKO 30JI0Ta 0TLia XpaHUTCS B foMe? CKOIbKUMU IOMECThSIMU OH
BnageeT? KakoBo ee npupnanoe? XKenaHue nmofei BEISICHUTL XOTh YTO-HUOYOb O COCTOSIHUM €€ OTI[a
He MMeJIO TpaHull.

OKkcus KuBHyNA. ECTECTBEHHO, OHA CKaXKeT eMy BCe, YTO el u3BecTHO. OHa Obl 1I060My pacckasaia
BCe, YTO 3HAeT, — BeJb 3HAET OHAa 0YEeHb MaJIo.

Ho He3HakoMell He cpa3y yopan pyKy. HecKoIpKO CEeKYHI OH MPUCTAIbHO CMOTPENT Ha Hee — JKCHS
II0YYBCTBOBaJIA Ha cebe ero B3rism. Ee ronosa Grlla mpuxkaTa K €ro Ijiedy, ero Ineka Kacaaach ee
n6a.

— Trl 04YapoBaTenbHas MajlbllllKa, — IIPOrOBOPHUII OH, U CTPaxX C HOBOM CUJIOM OXBaTHI AeBYyWKYy. OHa
HayvaJla BhIpBIBaThCd. — [Ipekpatu! ¥ MeHs HET BpeMeHU Ha pa3BiedeHusa. MeHs XOYT gena.

IKcuu YOaJIOCh IIOBEPHYTHCA, XU OHA IIOJIY4YKIIda BOSMOXKHOCTh YBUAETE HESHAKOMIIA. MoxeT, el
clenyeT U3BUHUTHCA II€pPEeN HUM 3a TO, YTO OHa MeIIaeT €My IIOXUIaThb ee?

OpHako JKCuu He yaaJlIoChk Pa3rjisifeTh ero JIMio, IOTOMY 4TO OH CMOTPEIJI B CTOPOHY (DpaH‘-IeCKI/I.

— OHa KpacuBa, IpaBfa? — IKCUS YKYCHJIA €T0 3a JIafloHb, ¥ OH OCBOOOMOWII € pPOT, OIHAKO
IIPOOOJIKaJl yAepKUBaTh ee Apyrou pykoi. — Ou! 3aueM Tl 9TO caenana?

— 4 cpoemnato ¥ He Takoe, ecnu THL... OH ONIATH 3aXKal eu PoOT.

— 4 XKe ckasar, 4TOo He IIPUYNHIO Tebe Bpena. qa Impuexarli, YTOOHI COIIPOBOXKOATh €€, HaCJIeJHUITY
Metimenxomnna, B IIyTEIIeCTBUH II0 Aurnum.

TyT OKCHsT COBCEM YCIIOKOMIIACh. Temeps MOHITHO, B 4eM mesno. OH X04eT y3HaTh, YTO MPEACTaBISIEeT
co00¥i 9Ta XKeHIIMHA. BroiHe eCTeCTBEHHO, YTO OH NMPUHANT ®paHYecKy, KOTopas He ©MeJla HU I'polia
3a OYIIOW, 3a HaCJIeOHUIY: TI0 POCKOIIIM ee Hapsi[ IPeBOCXOAYII Hapsi KOpoieBsl. Kpome Toro,
®panuyecka Besa cebs Tak, Kak, [0 ee MHEHHUIO, MOJIKHa BeCTH cels 6oraTast HacinegHuIa. [IpyrumMmu
CJIOBAMH, €CIIA OHA POHSJIa UTOJIKY, TO 3BaJia CIIyTy, YTOOHI TOJHSTH €e.
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«Jla», — KUBHYJIa [I€BYILKa.

— Trl He TOgHUMeEIIID IIIYM, eClu 51 yOepy pPyKy?

U onATh IKCUS KUBHYTIA.

Ou ybOpasn pyKy C ee Nilla ¥ IIepecTajl CKUMaTb C HEMMOBEPHOM CHUJION 3a TaJuIio.

Oxkcus, obrafaBiuIas 3MpaBbIM YMOM, BOCIIO/Ib30Balach BO3MOKHOCTHIO ¥ OpOCHUIIach MPOUb.

Ho He3nakomen c6us ee ¢ Hor. OHa yraia HaB3HUYG U yOApUIach TaK CUIBHO, 9TO y HEe
TIePeXBaTHUIIO JbIXaHUe. B clemyromyio CeKyHAy OH BCEM CBOMM BECOM OOPYIIUIICS Ha Hee.

[Tpups B cebst, DKCUs TOCMOTPeia IIOXUTUTENTIO B TULI0. «['0CIIOHX, MO Yero e OH Kpacus! —
nogyMasa oHa. — HeT, He IpocTo KpacuB, OH 00KeCTBEeHHO IpekpaceH. OH IOX0XK Ha IIPUHIIA U3
CKa3Ku».

Yro Kacaetcs [IKeMu, TO OH YBUEN 04apoBaTEIbHYIO I€BYIIKY, He TaKyl0 KPacCUBYIO, KakK
HacJIegHUIla, HO C OUYeHb BHIPA3UTEIbHOM BHEITHOCTBIO, KOTOPas C JINXBOM KOMIIEHCHPOBaa TO, 4YTO
He mopmana mpupopa. OBaabHOE TUYUKO 00PaMIISIIA TEMHO-KAIITAHOBEIE BOJIOCH, KOPOTKHE, HO
T'YCThle TEMHBIE PECHUIIB TOTYEPKUBAIHN BETMUYNHY €€ KapuX I'Mta3. V3gIIHbIM HOCUK U COBEPUIEHHOM
GbOopMBI MasIeHbKUYM POTUK JOBEPILIAJU IOPTPET.

[TpucTanbHBIHM B3TJIAM OEBYIIKY ObUT yCTPEMIIEH Ha [[J)KeMu, ¥ eMy TI0Ka3aioch, OYATO OHa XK[eT,
yTOOH! OH IIPosiBUII cebs. Hu ofiHa XKeHIMHa He CMOTpesia Ha Hero mogo0HKIM 00pa3oM, 3TOT B3TJISL
pas3xkuras B HeM JI000NIHITCTBO. YTO KacaeTcs MPOYero, y NeBYIIKY OblIK MOJIHAS I'PYAb, TOHKAs
Tanus U CTpoiinkle G6enmpa. [Ipu Bumge Takoi GUTYpH y JII060T0 MyKUKUHEI 3a4eIlyTCS PYKU — BO
BCSIKOM cllydae, y [[>KeMUu OHU yKe 4eCaJliCh.

KpacoTa He3HaKOMIIa TakK IMOJeHCTBOBaIa Ha DKCHIO, YTO e MoTpeboBaIoCh HEKOTOPOE BpeMs,
yT0OBI 06peCTH IPUCYTCTBUE Oyxa. M cpa3y XKe el cTajno UHTEPECHO, T0YEMY OTell HaHSJ 3TOT0
KPaCHBOI'0 MOJIOLOTO YejioBeKa, YTOOBI OTBE3TH ee K KeHuxy. Bemb oH Bcerga Opan Ha paboTy
YPOMOB, KOTOPHIE, €CTECTBEHHO, HE MOTJIM BBECTH B UCKYIIeHHEe OOTaTyi0 MOJIOAYIO XeHIIUHY. Y oHK
CII0/THa 0TpabaThIBa/IM IeHbI'M, KOTOPHIE OH UM IUTaTuI. OgHAKO KPacuBbIe TIOOU OPYyTrue, OHU
CYHUTAIOT, OYITO OOHOTO UX IPUCYTCTBUS HOCTATOYHO, YTOOR OCYACTIIMBUTH J1I000T0. M3 OmbiTa
obmenus ¢ ®paHyeckoi JKCHs cheana BHBOL, YTO KpacuBhle ooy Gecrnonie3Hsl. Tak moyeMy xe
OTeI] IIPHUCIAJ 3TOTO KPACHBOI0 OECII0Ie3HOT0 MOJIOMOT0 YeI0BeKa COMPOBOXKAATh ee?

— IToxarmyiicTa, BEICNIyIIaid MEHS, — IONPOCUI HE3HAKOMETI.

On TMIPUIIOOHAJICA Ha PYKaX XU OKMHYII B3TJIAO0M €€ TeJIO. IKcus II0O4YYyBCTBOBAJIA, KdK €TI0 JIagOHb
3aCKOJIb3HJIa BBEPX OT €€ TaJIhu. Ona BIIE€PBEIE CTAJIKUBAJIaCh C TEM, YTOORI My2XK4YHMHaA TaK CMOTpPeEII
Ha Hee, HO IMOACO3HATEJIbHO ITOHAJId, YTO UMEHHO Y HETO Ha yMe.

— TosbKO IOTPOHBCS OO MEHS, U 5T 3aKPUYY, — XOJIOTHO ITPOTOBOPHIIA IE€BYIIKA.

— ¢ He UMeEI0 CKJIOHHOCTh K HACHUJIMIO, — IIPOHM3HEC OH TakK, CJIOBHO OHA PAHHUJIA €T0 TOPHOCTh.
— Torma ybepu cBou pyKu u BooOIre Bcero ce0s ¢ MeHs.

— Ax ma, — yNBIOHYJICS OH.

JKcus He COMHeBaach, YTO €r0 YJ'IBI6Ka crocoOHa JTUIIATh CHA MHOTHX XKeHiuH. Ho KPaCHUBEIE
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MOJIOMBIE JIIOMM BCETHa JIydye3apHo yael0amuch HacaeqHulle MeioeHxoia Ui, Kak ceiyac, TO#, KOTo
CYUTAIM MPUOTUKEHHON K HaCTIegHUIIe.

— Tol Oymens BeCcTu ce0st TUX0? — CIIPOCUNT HE3HAKOMEL, IIPOO0IIXKast JiekaTh Ha DKCUH.
— TonbKOo B TOM CJlydae, eCjiy TH Cie3elllb C MeHs. MHe TPY[IHO ABIIIaTh.

He3HakoMell cCKaTUICA C DKCUM, ¥ OHa MTHOBEHHO IIPeANPUHSia HOBYIO IIONMKITKY 6exXaTh. OgHAKO
OH ORI TOTOB K 9TOMY. YXBaTHB €€ 3a 100Ky, OH BHOBb YJI0KUJI €€ Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ HaBaJIUJICS CBEPXY.

— THI He IepPKUIIIb CBOETO CJIOBa, fa?

— 4 Beny cebst 4ECTHO TOJIBKO C JJOCTOMHBIMU MYyXK4YMHaAMU, — CBEPKHYB Ha HETo0 I'Jla3aMu, 0Tpe3asa
Oxkcusi. — B, cap, HapylllaeTe TPaHUILl YyKOTO BIafeHUs..

— [NpegnounTaio paccMaTprUBaTh MO€e IOSIBJIEHNE TaK, YTO S IIPOCTO IIPUOLUT Ha IeHb PaHbllle, BOT U
Bce. M BHOBB €0 pyKa IT0T0/I3J1a BBEPX. DKCHUS IIPULITYPHUIACE.

— Ecnu TH y0Oepelb PyKH, S Bce pacckaxy Tebe, — IMIpou3Hecia OHa TaKUM TOHOM, OYOTO ero
IIPUKOCHOBEHYE BHI3BIBAJIO ¥ HEE HEIIEPEHOCUMOE OTBPAIlleHueE.

Cyns 1o BEIpazKeHUIo JIMIla MOJIOAOTO YeJIOBeKa, ee CJI0Ba IMIOKMPOBaIu ero. be3a COMHeHus, «aa»
OBLIO eqUHCTBEHHBIM OTBETOM, KOTOPBIY OH CJIBIIIAN OT KeHIuH. [TpoBenst 60JIbIIyI0 YaCcTh CBOEH
XKU3HU psagoM ¢ OpaHueCKou, IKCHUA. 3Hajla, CKOIb BeJIMKa BIacTh KpacoThl. OHa MOT/Ia YacaMu
CIIOPUTH C CAJOBHUKOM ITI0 TIOBOAY TOTO, KaK 00pe3ath si0710Hu, PpaHyecke ke JOCTATOYHO OBIIO
TIOXJIONIaTh CBOMMHM PECHHUIIAMH, CKa3aTh, UTO AePEBbS Halo 00pe3aTh TaK M TaK — U CIYCTS MUHYTY
TPOe MYKYMH yKe C 3HTy3HMa3MOM Jla3aii 110 BeTKaM, efBa He cOpackiBasi IpyT Apyra. A B
anTeKapCcKoM Cafly ITOMEeIIaBIINICS OT JII00BY I0HOIIA TOACTPUT KyCT po3MapuHa B BUfle OTPOMHOMN
oyksel "®". Y Be3me xunu nebemu — m00uMble ITULH OpaHUYEeCKH.

[TycTh 9T0 OymeT HEKOTOPHIM IIPEyBeINYeHNEM, HO MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO JDKCUS HeHaBUfella
Kpacubix miofeit. O, el HpaBUIOCh PUCOBATH IIapKX Ha HUX U ITUCATh C HUX IOPTPETHI, HO YTO
KacaeTcs OOIIeHUs C HUMHU, TO e 0OJIbIlle HPaBUJIOCh ITPOBOOUTEL BPpeMsI C TAKUMH, Kak Tom u
CTapLIXU yIPaBISIOLIUN.

— Ila, koHeuHO. — He3HakoMell OTKaTUJICA B CTOPOHY. — ToJIbKO He yOerait u He mymu. MHaue s
BEIHYXK[IEeH Oyny... OKCud cena.

— BHOBB mpuXkKaTh MEHS K 3eMjie CBOuMH januiamu? YToOwl n30exkaTh 3TOTO, S pacCKaxy Tebe Bce,
YTO 3HAIO.

3aMeTuB, YTO €€ IPEe3PUTEIIbHEBIM TOH 03a[JauuI eT0, OeBYIIKa YIEOHYIach.

[TogHSBUIKNCH Ha HOTH, HE3HAKOMeII [ToflaJl e# PyKy, HO OHa IPOMTHOPHPOBaJa ee U BCTasa
CaMOCTOSITEJTBHO.

— Yro TH X0uelrb 3HaTh? CKOJILKO 30710Ta Y Melmenxosa? Kakue equHUITE H3MepPeHuUs Te0s
YCTPOST: B GYHTAX UITA B TOBO3KaX?

— Hy u a3Ba xe Thl! HeT, g X04y y3HaTh KOE-4TO O HEW.
— A, o npekpacHou OPpaHyecke.

OKcus oTpsAxHynack. HeaHakoMell ObIT OfIET B YepPHHIH OapxaT, a OHa — B IJIaThe U3 rpy0doro
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nosioTHa. Ho Bexgs GapxaTt Tak HeIIpaKTUUeH B IepEeBHE: OH BCe BpeMs mayKaeTcs!
— Tax BoT Kak ee 30ByT! dpanuecka.

— Tri cobupaenbCcs ciarath COHETH B ee 4ecTh? [IpocnaBiaTh ee uMs? Bce 9To yxe ObII0 70 TEOS.
[Tpemymnpexnalo, ee UMs TPYAHO pUGMYeTCs.

PaccMmesiBIIKMCh, HE3HAKOMEI] B3TJIAHYJI CKBO3b KYCTEI Ha CDpqueCKy, KOTOpas Ccupeila Ha CKaMbe. y
Hee Ha KOJIEHAX JIeXKaJla OTKPEITadA KHHUTIQA.

— IToueMy oHa coBceM He mBUTaeTcsa? Heyxkenu oHa Takas ydeHas, YTO KHUTa 3aCTaBJseT ee 3a0bITh
000 BceM Ha cBeTe?

— @pqueCKa He YyMeeT HU YUTATh, HU IMUCATh. Ona T'OBOPHUT, 9TO OT YTEHHA Ha JINIIE ITOABIIAIOTCA
MOPIIXHEI, a OT IIKMCAaHUs IIOPTUTCA KOXKa Ha PYKaX.

W onaTe He3HAKOMeEI[ paCCMEeSIICS.
— Torpa mouyeMy e OHa He ILIEeBEJIUTCA?

— OHa mo3upyeT s MOPTPEeTa, — OTBETUJIA DKCHUS TAKUM TOHOM, OYATO OH SBJISJICS TTOJTHBIM
IypakKoM, eciy He MOT 3aMeTHUTh OUYeBUIHOTO.

— Ho Benp mopTpeT nuiiens T, a THl HAXOOUIIbCS 30ech. Heyxkenu oHa He BUTUT, YTO Te0s HET?

— IIns1 Hee HOCTATOYHO MEBIC/IM, YTO Ha HEe CMOTPST. — DKCHUS IIepeBesia B3TJIA Ha ero nybner. —
TebOst panunu?

— An v mamMs! — BOCKIUKHYJ He3HaKoMell. — f 3a0bi 0 BUIIHSX. — OH IPUHSJICS BHITACKUBAThL U3
KapMaHa AT0oMbl, O0IBIIMHCTBO U3 KOTOPHIX OBIITH pPa3[aBlIeHHI.

— WraK, TH HEe TOJIBKO HAPYIIUTEND, TH €llle ¥ BOP.

— A xakoe el o atoro fgeno? OHa Tak 6oraTa, 4To He obemHeeT 0e3 mecsaTKa SIrof. Yromamcs.

— Her, cmmacu6o. [Tpomry Te6st, CKaxKu, 9YTO THI XOUeIllb 3HATh O Hell. MHe HYKHO BEPHYTHLCS K paboTe.
— T5I XOPOLIIO ee 3HAeNIb?

— Koro? — 9kcus nputBopuiach, 0yaTo HUYero He IOHUMaeT.

— Hacnepuuiy MeiifeHxo1a, eCTeCTBEHHO.

— Tak xKe, KaK ¥ Bce. 3HQUUT, 3TO OHa Tebs uHTepecyet? WUnu ee 30710TO?

— IIa, 30710TO, — MOATBEPAKIT HE3HAKOMELI, CEPbe3HO TS Ha AeBYIIKYy. — Ho MHe Heo6Xomumo
y3HaTbh KOe-4TO U 0 Heil. YTo HYKHO cHeNlaTh I IOJapPUTh, YTOOH IOCTABUThL €1 YIOBOJILCTBUE?

MunyTy JKCUS IPUCTAIIBHO CMOTpPesia Ha MOJIOLOr0 YeJlIoBeKa.

— A moyeMy ThI XOUelllb JOCTABUTh € YIOBOJILCTBUE? BhIpaXkeHUe ero JIulla CMSATYUIOCh, ¥ OH CTajl
6oyiee KpaCUBEIM, €CJIM TaKOe BO3MOXKHO. Ecyu OB OH Tak B3TJISIHYJ HA KaKyl0-HUOYIb XKEeHIIUHY, TO
Ta Obl, DKCUS He COMHeBalach, pacTasia, CII0BHO BOCK. OH HaKJIOHUJICA K Hell U TaKUM XKe
IIPEKPaCHEIM, KaK U TeJI0, F0JI0COM IIPOIIenTa:
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— CKaxXu, KaKoi ToJlapoK MHE CIeJlaTh, YTOOB! el OBIII0 ITPUSTHO?
OKCUSI MUJIO YIIBIOHYTIACh EMY.

— IIBycTopoHHee 3epkasio. — OHa uMesa B BUAY TO, YTO He3HaKoMell 1 OpaHuecka OymyT
OJHOBPEMEHHO JII000BaTLCS CBOMMU OTPaXKeHUSIMH, CUAS OPYT IPOTUB ApyTa.

Moromo# ueioBeK pacX0x0TalICs, 3aTeM Pe3K0 3aModal, C000pa3uB, YTO HEIh3s IIYMETh.
BrIOpOCHB ITOC/IeHKE SATOAEI, OH 3asBHII:

— MHe HyXeH apyr. BepHee, mapTHED B OTHOM fiETIE.

— {? — c HEBUHHEIM BUOM CIIPOCHUJIa JDKCUS U [IOUHTEPECOBaIach, KOraa OH KUBHYI: — A 4TO 4
IIOJIy4y 3a MOMOIIb?

— TH MHe HauMHAaeIb HPaBUTLCA.

— Tak Kak g He UCIBITEIBAl0 HUYEero mogo0Horo K Tebe, Ipefaraio 3aKOHYUTL Oecely ¥ pacCTaThCs
C MUPOM.

— Wpgu, — MaxHyn pyKoy He3HakoMmell. — Wpu. TIycTh s ocTaHych onuH. 3aBTpa g 6yny 37ecs.
MozxkeT, MBI C TOOOM BCTPETUMCS. A MOXKET, ¥ HeT.

OKcHUsl, 3aMHTEPECOBABIINICEH, MEICTIEHHO 0Opyrasa cebs.

— YT0 ke TH malllb MHe 3a nmoMoIrs? HacneguuiiaM HUKOTOA He IJIaTAT OeHbI'W, HAIPOTHB, OHU CaMH
pa3maioT JeHbIH.

— BoraTtcTBOo, 0 KOTOPOM THI laXKe He CMeellb MeuTaTh. «A-a, — IogyMasa JKCUs, — 30JI0TO
Meiinenxomnna. M ero cepebpo, 3eMyu, Cyfa, CKIabL...»

— Hert, — nmporoBopun He3HAKOMeEIl, — He CMOTPH Ha MeHS Tak. / He XKejalo eil Bpema. A
HaMmepeBalock... — OH Kone0ascs, OlleHUBaoIIe TS Ha JeBYIIKY.

— Trl HaMepeBaelbCs 3aN0IyYUTh ee A ce0si, BepHO? YBUIEB, UTO B €T0 I'Jla3aX IPOMEJIbKHYIIO0
U3yMJeHUe, OHa IIOHsJIa, YTO IIoNaia B TOYKY. Ho OH He IepBHIii: 70 Hero OBIIN THICSYU KeJalollux
JKEHUTHCS Ha 30710Te Meilifenxoinia. OgHaKo MyCTh MOTEMUT ce0s uimo3nel, 6yaTo eMy
eOVHCTBEHHOMY IIPHUIIUIAa B TOJIOBY CTOJIb OTpscaouas uges. «Hy moueMy oTell HaHSI YeJoBeKa C
TaKOl BHEIIHOCTbI0, — B KOTOPBIY pa3 crpocuna cebs Okcusi. — YesloBeka, Ioyarasiiero, 6yaro
JKEHIIUHEI TOTOBHI 0 IEPBOMY TPeOOBaHUIO OTAATh EMY BCE, UTO UMEIOT». DKCUS YIIEIOHYIaCh.

— Tot oueHb YyecToNMOOUB. A pa3Be OHa He 06pydeHa?
— Ila, KOHEYHO... — MPO6OPMOTAJI OH U C OTCYTCTBYIOIIAM BHIOM BBITAIIHII U3 HOXKEH KMHXKAJI.

Y Okcuu co cTpaxa cephle yLUIo B ISTKHU, HO B ClleAyollee MTHOBEHUE OHa [orafajack, YTO OH
CHeman 3TO coBepineHHO Oecco3HaTenbH0. OHA JaXke YCOMHMIIACh, YTO OH OTHaeT cebe 0TYeT B CBOUX
OeHCTBUAX.

— TToHSITHO, — CKa3ajla OHA. — Thl HAMEPEeBaeIlbCs UCII0Ib30BaTh MMy TEIIEeCTBUE AJIS TOTO, YTOOHI
OHa TlepefyMaJla U COTJIaCUIach BEIMTH 3a TeOs.

— TrI cyuTaes, YTO 3TO BO3MOXKHO? — C TPEBOT'OM CIIPOCHUJI OH.
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IeByIKa MOYyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO TPEBOTa HE3HAKOMIIAa MCKPeHHA. Eif 3aX0TEI0Ch COUYBCTBEHHO
TIOXJIOTIATh €T0 TI0 PYKE.

— @paHyecka momoouT Tebsi, — OTBETHIIa OHa, MEICJIEHHO CMesICh Hajl CBOel JT0XkKbi0: OpaHuecKa
HeHaBHIeJa BCe, YTO OBIJIO TaK Ke IMPeKpacHO, KakK OHa caMa. Eff HpaBUIOCh OKPykKaTh ce0s
YPOIJIUBEIMU BelllaM¥, YTOOH! ellle cuiibHee OnMucTaTh Ha uxX GoHe. — WTak, T coOpancs KeHUThCS
Ha Hacneguuie Mengenxomnna? [I1s TBoel CeMbH U BlIaJeHUM HacTalld TSXKeJble BpeMeHa?

B ero rnasax 3axercs oroHek.

— 4 3Ham, 4To MOTy moBepsTh Tebe. C MepBOro MIrHOBEHUs, YBUIEB TeOSI C KUCTHIO B PYKe, S ITOHSIII,
YTO THl CTAHEIlb MHE BEPHHIM TOBapuileM. Mul ¢ ToO0M OymeM OOIBIIUME APY3bsIMU. TH
OTIIPABIISIEIILCS C Hel?

— Ia. M&l Ky3UHEL
— Ara, — ynbIOHYJICS He3HAKOMELL. — Y MEHS TOXe eCTh 60raThle POOCTBEHHUKH.
— Ckaxu MHe... 9-9... 4 He 3Hal0, KakK Te0s 30BYyT.

— Ixxeimc MouTromepu, rpad JankeuT. Y MeHSI €CTh TUTYII, HO, YBHI, HET 3eMJIX U 30J10Ta, YTOOHI
comepXkaTh oMecThe. A Tebs 30ByT TOCIOXKa. ..

— MeligeHxoJ1, HO, VBHI, I BCEr0 JIXIIb JKCUST MeuneHX0II.

— HeoObplyHOE MM, OODHAKO OHO TTOAXOOUT Tebe: TH caMa He TaKas, KakK Bce. CKaxu, YTO MHE
coenaTth, 4YTOOBI TPOM3BECTH Ha Hee BledaTieHue? MoXKeT, MOJapuTh el 4To-HuOyas? My HanucaTth
COHET B YeCTh ee KpacoThl? [IpenogHecT 3K30TUYECKUM GPYKT? Wnu XKenThle PO3kl, HAaIpuMep?
[Tomoru MHe. d noOyny Bce, 4YTO CKaXKeIlb.

— Mapraputku, — 6e3 KoneOaHUN OTBETHIIA DKCHSI.
— MaprapuTku? 3TU IPUMUTUBHBIE I[BETHI?

— Ha. q)pqueCKa He JII00UT, YTOOBI 4TO-1100 COIIEPHHYaJio C Heil B KpacoTe. Po3s1 — 9T0 BBI30B, a
MApPTrapUTKHU — 3TO CKPOMHaAMA OIIPAaBa OJIA CBEPKAIOIIETO OPATOEeHHOI'0 KaMH.

— T®l 0ueHb yMHa, fa?

— JlromssM B MOEM TI0JI0KEHWH HUYEro OPyroro He 0CTaeTCs, YTOOB! BBIXKUTE.
MoHTroMepu yaeIOHYJICS €.

— Ia, MBI ¢ TOGOM XOPOIIIO IOHUMaeM [PYT Apyra.

— Ilmam, oTHenaHHEN MaprapuTKaM#, — IPofoiXKaia JKCHA. — Thl HAKWHEIb ero el Ha IJIeYH,
KOrZla OHa OyZeT CTOSITh C 3aKPHITHIMU T'Jla3aMu. Pa3Be 3TO HE POMaHTUYHO?

— Ila, o4yeHb. — MOHTTOMEPU HECKOJIbLKO MTHOBEHUY IMOJO3PUTEIbHO CMOTPENT Ha JEeBYIIKY. — A ThHI
He oOMaHbIBaeIllh MEHSI?

— Knsanaych cBATHIM uMeHeM ['0crofa, 4To HacliefHuIla MelieHxoia T00UT MaprapuTKH.

— A moyeMy BOPYT THI pelllnjia IOMOTaTh MHE? OKCHUS C HAUTPaHHBEIM CMYIIeHUEM OIyCTHIIa TOIOBY.
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— TbI MO3BONHIIE MHE HAIIMCATh IOPTPETH CBOEH 00eIHEeBIIeH CeMbH?
— KoneuyHo, — 0TBeTus OH C ynbOKo#M. — U 51 Xopoiro 3amnnavyy Tebe. Y MeHs eCTb cecTpa-0nu3Hell.

OKcud IpoJoKasa CTOSTh C ONYIIEHHOM T'0JI0BOM, YTOOH OH He 3aMeTHI BhIpaXkKeHus ee rias. [[o
Yero e OH TIIeCJIaBeH, eCJU IOMyCKaeT, OyITO OHA rOTOBa MIPENATh CBOIO KY3WHY PAfy TOTO, YTOOH
HapUCOBATH MTOPTPET KaKOM-To 6ecxapakTEPHOM KpacaBULlb!

— BrI oka3riBaeTe MHE GOMIBIIYI0 YECTh, MUJIOP.
— 3o0Bu MeHs [I:KeMHu.

OH HaKJIOHUJICS BIIEPEN, CJIOBHO HAMEPEBASICH MOIIEJIOBATh €€, HO DKCHS IIOBEPHYTIACh, ¥ OH JIMIIb
KOCHYJICSI Ty0aMu ee LIeKH.

— 9TO0 He BXOOUT B HAIIy CHOEJIKY, — 3asBUJIa OHA C TAaKUM Ke BUIOM, Kak PpaHuecka,
BBHITPOBAXKMBABIIIAs IBEHAIIATOTO 3a JeHb MOKJIOHHWKA. — [1oKa, — mo0aBuia OHAa ¥ HAIPABUIIACh K
CBOEMY MOJILOEPTY.

Kpaemkom ria3a oHa Ha0ofana 3a MOJIOAEIM YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPHIM 049eHb OBICTPO [/l CBOETO POCTa
no0exars yepe3 QPyKTOBHIM cafl K CTEHeE.

B3siB B pyKy KHUCTh, JKCHS coOpasnach GBIJI0 PECOBATH, HO MOHSIA, YTO He MOXKeT paboTtats. Ee
pas3dupain cMmex. «[TogoxkmeM [0 3aBTpa, — IMOAyMasla OHA, — KOT[la OH YBUOUT, KTO KMEHHO SIBJISI€TCS
HACJIeTHUIEH, ¥ y3HaeT, uTo PpaHuyecKa JIuIlb OemHas POOCTBEHHUIIA.

Ho B cremyioinee MrHOBEHKE OHa IIepecTaja CMEeSIThCS M ee TeJIo COTPsIC/Ia ApoxKb. CMeX yCTYIIUI
MecTo cTpaxy. Eciu aTot [IxKeiimc MOHTIrOMepH CMOT TaK JIETKO TPOOPaThCS B Cafl, 3HAUMUT, 3TO IO
CHUJTy U TeM, KTO II0 KaKUM-TO TPUYMHAM HeHaBUAUT OTIa. TaKUX JII0fei JTIeTUOHH, U JTI000M U3 HUX
ObLT OBI paj] 3aMoIy4YUTh 04Yb MelileHX0JIjIa pafy BEIKyIa. OTH JIIOOMU. ..

9Kcus ynasna B 0OMOpOK.

B Ty HOub [I;KeMu cell MUcaTh CECTPaM IMUCHhMO, Kak u obeman. «4To ke UM HamucaTh? — MogyMall
OH, B3$IB 11ePO, U yNBIOHYICS. — OHU XOTST IMOCTYIIATh CKa3Ky — OHM ee Mmony4daT». O MOJIomoM
YyeJioBeKe, KOTOPBIM MBEITaeTCsI 3aBOEBATh JII0OOBH IEBYIIIKM, @ 9Ta JEBYIIKA TaK XkKe KpacuBa, Kak
®panyecka MeleHXOII.

"oporue cecTpsr!

4 BcTpetuncs ¢ Helt. To, ueMy s Hay4dHuJICs, CllacasiCh OT U3MBIBATENIbCTB JABAP/A, COCITYKHUIIO MHE
XOPOIIyIo Cyxk0y: 51 mepedpascs 4yepe3 CTeHy 110 HaBUCaBIIeH Ha Hel BeTke. C cofakamMu He
BO3HUKJIO TPO0/IeM, TaK KaK S 3aXBaTUJI KaKyI0-TO TPSIMKY M3 capas CafOBHUKA. DTO MPUKIIOUYEHNE
gocTorHO [Ixxo0mu!

Hacneguuua Meligenxosia cufera B caqy HellOOBUXKHAS, KaK CTaTys, U IpeKpacHas, Kak BeHepa, u
II03KpOBasia AJid nopTpeTa. HeyoguBuTEILHO, YTO OTEL] IEPKUT ee B3allepPTHU: ee IOTpsicalomas
KpacoTa 3acilyKuBaeT ropa3no 00JIbllle BHUMaHUS, YeM JParoleHHOCTH.

¢ He pa3roBapuBall C Hel, MUIIb CMOTPETT Ha Hee, KyIasch B Ty4yax ee 01ecKa ¥ HaclaXK/aasch ee
KpacoTou".
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I>keMu TTOOHSII TOJIOBY. [la, TaK ¥ HaMO IPOOoJKaTh. [IpuKIIOUeHre ¥ pOMaHTHKa. YTo erre
crtoco0HO ycmokouTh ux? Hamo yOemuTh uX, 4TO €My OKaXKyT IIOMOIIIb.

"¢ paccrpocun geByLIKYy, KOTOpas IKcajla IOPTPeT ¢ HacneqHulbl. OHa HallOMUHAaeT
04apoBaTEeNIbHOTO BOPOOYIIKa, TOWMAHHOTO B KJIETKY. Y Hee OCTPHIN SI3bIU0K, OHa OYeHb YMHA U
cobupaeTcs TOMOYbL MHE 3alONyYUTh PYKY HacaemHUILL. Korma Bce 3aKOHUUTCS, S IPUBE3Y 3TOTO
BOpOOYIIKa K BaM, YTOOBI OHa HaIKCasla C BaC MOPTPETHL.

C mro60BbI0, Ixemu".

— Kaxko# unuot! — B3opBanach [I:xo6u. — OH pertun, OyaTo AypHYIIKA IIOMOXKET eMy 3aBOEBaTh
PYKy KpacaBulibl! 4 HU 3a 4TO He mmomora OBl eMy.

HeckonbKo pa3 MyK4uHH, BUfeBIIre bepeHrapuio usnaneka, mpocunu [xobu npencTaBuTh ux eu. U
3TO BCETZa IPUBOMUIIO IEBOUKY B OEIIEHCTBO.

— Ham 6pat Bmo0eH, — TUX0 mpou3Hecyaa bepeHrapus.

— ThI Tak cunuTaenb? XOTS BEPHO, OH TOJIBKO U IIMIIET, YTO O €e KpacoTe. A o4eHb pafa. [Ixkemu
My4alT COMHEHUS U YTPHI3eHUA COBECTU. Byap g Ha ero mecre...

— Her, oH Bi1067I€H B 3TOT0 CEPOTO BOPOOYIIKA.

— Trl comta ¢ ymMa, — Ge3aneuISuoHHO 3asBuia [1xko0u.
— ITocmotpuM, — ynribHynack bepenrapus. — ITocMmoTpuMm.
['nmaBa 4

— HWrak, — mporoBopun Puc, nornsapgbiBad Ha [[:KeMu IT0BepX KPYKKHU C 37IeM, — THl BUAeN ee. KakoBa
oHA?

Bce Tpoe — Tomac, Puc u [IxxeMu — Obii faBHUME Apy3bsiMu. OHU 60K 0 60K cpaXaiuch B OUTBAX,
IeTUINCh BCeM, YTO UMeJH. IIoCTOpoHHMH MOT OBl TOOyMaTh, YTO [I2KeMHU MSTOK II0 HaType, 4TO UM
JIETKO YIPaBJsaTh, HO Puc u ToMac CIUIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3HANIM XapaKTep CBOEro Apyra U CyBepeHa:
TOMY, KTO OCMEJIUTCS TIePEeCTYIUTh TPAHUIy, He CTOOPOBATh.

Kpome Toro, uMm OBLI0 U3BECTHO U cllaboe MecTo [[2KeMu: OH Iojarai, OyATO XKEHIIUHE — 3TO
aHTesHl, comepmue ¢ Hebec. EcTecTBEHHO, TPY BUIe MYyKYMHBI C TAKOW BHELTHOCTBIO JKEHIIUHE U B
caMoM fiejie Beu ce0s Kak aHTeskl. B Kakoii Obl CTpaHe OH HU OKA3BIBAJICS, CTOUIIO MY
TPUONTHU3UTHECS K JKEHIIMHEe — U K CBETJIOBOJIOCOH JaTyaHKe, ¥ K TEMHOBOJIOCOU KpacaBulile U3
CBsITOM 3eM/IM, ¥ JaXkKe K CBAPJIMBOM Merepe, — KakK OHA TYT e IIpeBpalanach B CIAAKOT0JIOCYI0
TITAIIKY.

Puc xopo1ro momMHUT, KaK B0 PpaHLIKU ero IporHaia BulaMu kKeHa ¢epMepa. U Ta ke xKeHa
depmMepa ycTaBuIa CTOJ OyTHIIAMU C BUHOM U3 IIOAIIONA U IPENJIoKIIa, UM PacloiaraTbCs Ha HOUb,
enBa B oM Bouen [IxkeMmu u yiaslOHYICS ed. OHa Haxke He MoXKasesa MyXoByio nepuHy. Ho TONMBKO
opny. Hisa [Ixxemu. Pucy u Tomacy oHa yka3aja Ha IIOJL.

Bynp [I:KeMu IpyruM 4ejIoBeKOM, OH Obl BOCIIOIL30BAJICS IPEUMYIIIECTBOM, TaHHEIM IPUPOMIOM.
OnHako oH Tak He fenain. OH ObUI BeXKJIUB U BHUMaTeJIeH 1 OTKJIOHSJI O0JIBIIYI0 YaCTh IPEJIOKEHUH.
«3JTO TJI0XO0 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K MYy TOW JKEHITNHEI», — He pa3 MOBTOPSJ 0H. Ecnu momo6HOe
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3asdBJIEHHE JOHOCHIIOCE OO y'H.IeIZ OPYIrux My2K4YMH, TO €Ir0 BCTpe4dYaJii T'POMKHM XOXOTOM.

I[pu mBope Maso KTO U3 XKEHIUH, 3aMyXKHUX U He3aMyKHUX, He IHITAJICS 3aTalluTh [I2KEMHU B CBOIO
TI0CTEJIb, HO OH IOYTH BCETMa OTKA3LIBAJICS OT X IPHUTIIaNIeHui. []eno OBII0 BOBCE HE B €r0
CKPOMHOCTH HJIA CTPEMJIEHHUH COXPaHSITh 06eT 6e36paumnsi, MPOCTO OH COOIIONAI OCTOPOXKHOCTD.

«41 He €3y Ha POXKOH Ha ToJjie OpaHM, TaK 3a4YeM MHE PUCKOBAThH CBOEH XKU3HBIO pagu HOYH C
3aMyXKHelU faMon? — myman oH. — My BAPYT 3a MHOM IOTOHUTCS OTell KaKoU-HUuOyIb
[eBCTBEHHUILI? A Ha JTI000BHUIY Y MEHS HET IeHEeT».

HecmoTps Ha TecHy10 Opyxk0y c [I:KeMu, HeCMOTPS Ha TO YTO BCE TPOE IOYUTH BCE BpeMs IIPOBOIUIIH
BMecTe, HU Puc, Hu ToMac IoYTH HUUEro He 3HaJIMU O ero JUYHOU XKU3HU. MHOoTrma ero mocTenb
oCTaBasiaCh ITyCTOM B TeYeHNE HECKOJIBKUX HOYEl, HO B OMHO IIPEKpacHOe YyTPO OH HaYMHAaJ 4acTo
3eBaTh U TepeTh INla3a. OMHaKO HUYEro He paccKa3biBajll CBOUM [IPY3bsIM O TOM, THE U C KEM OH ObIIL.

To, uTo ceduac [IKeMHu Pa3MBIIIISI O XKeHUTH0E, TOBOPUIIO O TOM, YTO (DMHAHCH CeMbH OKa3aIuCh B
IIJITAYEeBHOM COCTOSIHUU.

— KakoBa oHa? — OmsATh cripocun Puc.

Hacnepauna Meiinenxomnna. YenoBek-nereuaa, Kak Mupgac unm Kpes. C poXaeHus 9Ta JeBOYKa,
eIVHCTBEHHAs [0Yb TOr'0, KTO 00JTafa HeCMeTHLEIMU OOraTCTBaMM, ITPEBPATHIIACh B ITPEOMET
MeUTaHWIN OYeHb MHOTHUX MOJIOTNBIX JIfofmel. «Ecmu 0wl 1 OB O0raT, Kak HaclegHulla MelIeHxoia»
— TakK, 110 KpaiHel Mepe, OOUH pPa3 B KU3HU 3adBIISAI KaXKObli XKUTeab AHTINHU. [lake KOpoieBa, Kak
CIIJIETHWYAJIH, CIIPOCHUIA Y MHOCTPAHHOTO II0CJIa, CYUTAET JIM OH ee TaKou ke 60raToii, Kak
HacyegHuny MeuaeHnxorna.

OpHako HUKTO He BOoCKmuIasm: «Ecmu Gbl s1 OBIT Tak &Ke 6oraT, Kak [lepkur MeiimeHxon!», moTomy
YTO B 9TOM OTCYTCTBOBaja pOMaHTHKA, 0COOEHHO eC/IH y4ecTh, 4To [IepKuH MelneHX0JI1 CIIaBUIICS
CBO€M CKYIIOCThI0. Pacckashsl 0 TOM, KaK OH APOKUT Haj KaXKObIM IIEHCOM, IIPEBPATUIIUCE B JIETE€HIEL.
YTBepKpanu, 4TO OH HOCUT OfeX[y [0 TeX II0p, II0Ka OHa He IIpeBpallaeTcs B JIOXMOThS, YTO OH
MOPUT ce0s TOI0I0M, 3KOHOMS IEHbI'Y Ha efie. B ero XK1W3HU He ObII0O HUKAKUX YIOBOJILCTBUYN U
pa3BliedyeHny, OH HUKOTla He Urpajl HU B KaKWe UTPHL. A elle TOBOPUIY, YTO OH KEHUJICI ITI0TOMY,
YTO OTEI] er0 HEBECTHI He XKeJlajl IpoAaBaTh €My YYaCTOK, JIeXKaBIINK MeXIy UX BlIaJeHbsIMU, U OOUH
pas Jer B IOCTENb CO CBOEM KEeHOU, B pPe3yJIbTaTe Yero MOsiBUIach Ha CBET ero f04Yb. MaTh JeBOYKH
yMepJia 4epe3 HeCKOJIbKO AHEU I10CJie POMOB.

HeT, mano kTo 3aBupoBan MelgeHXoIly, 3aBUA0BAJIK €70 JOYepHU — HeCYaCTHOM [EBYIIKE,
BHIpOCIIIEeH 6e3 MaTepH, CIPSITAaHHOMN 3a BEICOKMMM CTeHAMM 3aMKa Ha iore AHTIIUH. [laxe XKUTENH
IEepPEeBHH, pacliojaraBIleics PSIoOM C IOMECTheM, HUKOTa He BUIeNH HaclnegHulsl. ¥ ecnu KTo-mubo
OTBaXKMBAJICSI 00CYyXKIaTh €e, OH BCKOPe ucye3aj — IIMUOHE MeWIeHX01/Ia UIHEIPSIIN Be3e.

— ITa xBaTUT 00 9TOM, — BMeInajcs Tomac. OOBIYHO OH MO3BOJIA PUCY BEITITUBATh U3 [I3KeMu TO,
YTO TOI'0 MHTEPECOBAJIO, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 MPOHOIKUTEIbHOE MOTYaHe MOHTTOMEepH 3aCTaBHIIO €T0
npuOerHyTh K PEIIUTEIbHBIM MepaM.

— OHa oyapoBaTeIbHEIM BopoOyIIeK, — mpobopmoTan [[:KeMu, 3afyM4YuBO TSI BOalb. —
OrpoMHbIe Kapue rias3a, CiocoOHbIe BULETh HACKBO3b, IIOHAA TPYOb. A OBUTAeTCS OHa
CTPEMUTEJILHO U YBEPEHHO, KaK BopoOyIieK. — Ero ry6ul MeajieHHO pacTSHYJHCh B yIbIOKe., —
f3bIY0K Ke Y Hee OCTPhIM, KaK BOPOOBMHEIH KITI0B. OHa MOXKET TaK KJIIOHYTh, YTO HUCTEYelllb KPOBLIO.

Puc u Tomac OBIIH [0 TaKOM CTENEHHU ONIAPAIIEHEl €T0 CI0BAMHU, YTO Y HUX OTBUCIIH YEITIOCTHU. Puc
mpuies B ce0st IePBBIM.
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— Tol BIOOUIICS B HacmemHUIy Melimenxomnna? [I)KeMu ITOCMOTPETT Ha CBOUX APYy3ei Tak, OyATO OHU
IIOMEIIaJIUCh.

— DKCUs? — TOJIBKO IIPOM3HECS UMS JeBYIIKH, OH CO00pa3u, YTO CKa3as CIUIIKOM MHOTO. ECTh
HEYTO, 0 YeM HeJlb3s TOBOPUThL. — Bmobumncs? JI:o00Bb He UMEeT K 9TOMY HMKAKOI'0 OTHOILIEHHUS.
MHe npefcToOUT OTBE3TU KEHIIUHY K €e€...

— IMonHOrpymoro BopoOylka, a? — CO CMeXoM IouHTepecoBascs Puc, muxHyB Tomaca mog pedpa. —
Iymato, 3TOM 3uMO¥M MBI OyieM KyIIaTh OT 11y3a, eCJIM OH ITO0JI0XKWII I'J1a3 Ha HACJIemHUITY
Meiligenxoina.

Opuako Tomac He YIBIOHYICS.

— Krto Takas Jkcus?

— OHa MoMOKeT MHe 3aBOeBaTh CepAlle HaCleqHUIb, — yrpioMo OypKHYI [IKeMu.

— Ho s pemun, 4T0 NBIIHOTPYABIM BOPOOYIIEK U eCTh HACllefHUIla, — 03afla¥eHHO IIpou3Hec Puc.

— Hert, — Bo3pa3uin [IxKemu, yTKHYBIIKUCE B KPYXKy. — Hacnenauily 30ByT ®pandecka. 4 B KU3HHU
He Bufen 00Jlee KPaCUBYIO XKEHIINUHY: 30JI0TUCThIE BOJIOCH, PECHUIIE], KaK Ollaxajia, pyMsHbEe IEYKH,
O4YapoBaTeNIbHEIN POTUK, COBEPIIEHHE! Ton0oponoK. OHa 0XKuBMIas O0rUHS.

Puc Bce ellle HUYeTo He MOHUMATI.

— TBO¥ TOH ¥ TBOM CJIOBa IPOTHBOPEYAT APYT APYTY. THl OMUCHBAEIIEL YYH0 ITPUPOJILI, HO
IIPOM3HOCHIIL CJIOBa Tak, OYATO paccKa3kiBaellb 0 Merepe. [laBaii-ka, IoBefal HaM, YeM KeHIUHa C
TAKOW BHEUTHOCTHIO OTOMIIA Y MYKUKUHbL 0XOTY OOIIATLCS C HE#?

— OHa He yMeeT HU 4uTaTh, HU NHUCaTh, — OTBEeTWI [IxKemu. — U el HpaBUTCH, KOTIa C Hee MUIIYT
nopTtpeTs. OHa... Puc paccmesscs.

— HcTrHHas XKeHIMHA. Pa3 Tl CIIMILIKOM XOPOLI [J1 Hee, TO MOMLITal CYaCThs .
Ixemu Opocun Ha Puca Takoy B3rmisf, YTO TOT OKaMeHe.

— 4 momXkeH cOenaTh TO, YTO OOMXKEH. A mOmMXKeH OYyMAThb O CBOMX CeCTpPax. U ecn HaClIegHUuIy
MO2KHO 3aBO€BaTh, A COEJIal0 3TO.

— CoMHeBaloCh, YTO 9Ta 3afayda OyeT CTOJNb YK TIKeJOu.

— TrI He Bufen, Kak OHa KpacuBa, — HAMOMHUN [IxkeMu. — 3a He¥ IPUOETCS [0JIr0 ¥ MHOTO
yxaxuBaTh. OHa K 9TOMY IIPUBHIKIIA.

— B oTnuure OT TBOET0 MOJTHOTPYIOT0 BOopoOyIiKa? — crpocuil Tomac, usyydarolle risias Ha [IKeMu.

OH Ob1 cTapie Puca 1 MOHTrOMEPH, KOTOPHIM ellle He UCIIOJIHUIIOCh TPUALATH. EMy ke ObII0 TOUTH
COPOK, ¥ OH OCTAaTOYHO ITOBUAAJ Ha CBOEM BEKY, YTOOH 3HATh, KaK CHeNaThCs Hy>KHBIM YeJIOBEKY
tumna JIxemu. Ecnu [IxxeriMc MOHTrOMepH CYKUTall KOTO-TO «CBOMM», OH 3a00THUJICS O HEM, CTapascs
He HarpyxkaTh Pa00TOM U IpuiIaraj Bce YCUIIUs, YTOOB CBI3aHHBEIE C HUM JIIOAM HU B 4YEM He
HYK[aJIUCB.

Ixxemu yrapIOHYIICS.
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— O, KaK s X004y OBITH CBOGOJIHBIM, — BOCKJIMKHYIJI OH. — BEITH CBIHOM (bepMepa " XKEHUTHCS, Ha KOM
nmoxenain. — OH IOOHSI CBOIO KPYXKKYy. — 3a CBOGOJIY, — IIPOHU3HEC OH TOCT U 3aJIIIOM BEITIHII 3JIb.

Puc u Tomac oOMeHsIIUCH B3TIsIgaMu, IIpexke 4YeM IIOCIeN0BaTh ero npuMepy. He BaxkHO, KaK JaBHO
OHU 3HanM [[>)KeMu — OHU BCe paBHO He MOHMMasu ero. OH OAuH U3 HEMHOTHUX, KOMY yAajIoCh
YBUIETh HaCleOHUIy MelaeHxoijia, — ¥ OH XKaJIyeTCs Ha ee KpPacoTy.

— 3a cBobomy, — XOpPOM CKa3aJIk OHH.
['maBa 5
— Tl Bugen ero? — crpocuna 9KCUs, Ybe UL MbIIano OT THEBA.

— Her, He Bupmen, — orBeTusn Tofl, YUCTUBIIKY HOT'TH IIEPOYMHHBIM HOXMYKOM. OH He X0Tes
TIOKa3bIBaTh DKCHH, KaK PaCCTPOEH.

Korpa mopopHEbIi yIpaBIAOMUY Ha PyKax BHeC AeBYIIKY B oM, cepale Toza efBa He pa30pBaioCh
npu Buze ee 6e3nbpxaHHOrO Tena. CHavasa OH mogyMall, 4YTo oHa yMepsa. OH nepeHec ee B KOMHATY,
3amep ABeph u moTpeboBa, YTOOk MOCIaIK B JEPEBHIO 3a JOKTOpoM. Korma ke OH MOHSI, YTO JKCU
BCET0 JIUIIb yTiasa B 00MOPOK, TO He BIYCTUJI K Hell HeCYaCTHOTO JieKapsi. BMecTo 3TOro OH fian e
BBIIUTL OPEHOY ¥ 3aCTaBUJI PacCKa3aTh, YTO IPoX3011io. [ToKa IeByIlIkKa roOBOPHUIa, OH CTapascs
CKDEITB OT Hee, KaK ero UCIyrano MosBlIeHne YyKaka, KOTOPEIM MOT IPUYVHUTE €U Bpeq.

— OH He XOIUT, KaK OOLIYHBIE JIIOOYU, OH BHIIIATUBAET, — 3asBUJIa DKCUS ¥, COCKOYUB C KPOBATH,
npuHsnach n306paxaTh MoxXoaKy [xeliMca MouTroMepu. — OH CTPOUT U3 ce0s BaKHYIO IIEPCOHY.
OH 3aKu[bIBAET TOJIOBY U IIECTBYET C TaKUM BUAOM, OYATO BiIafeeT Bcel 3eMyeil. Ho mouemy?
[ToTomy uTo 0oH rpad? Xa! Mo oTel KaXkgoe YyTPO 3aBTPaKaeT C AByMs rpadaMu.

— HeynuBuTenbHO, 4TO 3TO BBI3BAJIO y HETO HEYNOBOILCTBYE, — 3aMeTu1 Tof,.
Ho 9kcus He ynbpIOHYIach B OTBET.
— Ter1 GBI BUIET, KaK OH YBUBAJICS 3a IOPOTo# Ky3uHoit ®paHuecKoil. MeHs IPOCTO TOIIHUIIO.

Tom yCOMHMIICS, YTO BCe HeMCTBUTEIHHO IMPOUCXOANIO KMEHHO TaK, HO IIPOMOJIYasl, IOTOMY YTO
cornaceH ObIT ¢ KcHel HacueT OPpaHYeCcKH.

— TrI MpaBUILHO MOCTYIIMIIA, CONraB, OyATO OHa HaclefHUIa. IHaYe OH MOXUTHUIT OBl TEOS.

— Her, Tonpko He oH. Tonbko He [IxkeuMc MouTroMmepu. OH X04eT XKeHUThCA Ha MHe. Ha Hel.
Bepsnee, Ha 30710Te. — [leByIIKa TAXKEJIO0 OMYCTUNIaCh Ha CTyj1. — Hy moyemy HUKTO HE 3aMevyaeT
MmeHs? OTell 3amep MeHs, Kak OyATO 5 COBepIIXTIA IPECTYIIeHNE. Y IPeCTyTHUKOB 00JIbIlle CBOOOEI,
YyeM y MeHS.

— Hacnegauiibl 1 KeHIIUHEL TBOETO IIOJIOKEHUS He BEIOMPAIOT MyXKel, — HanoMHUI Tof, IHITasiCh
00pa3yMurs ee.

— Ho MyXuuHHI Iepenie3aioT yepe3 CTeHY TOJIBKO pafiul TOTO, YTOOH YBUOETH ee. YBUAETh, KaK OHa
cBepKaeT. HOrMa s UCIIBITHIBAKO 0J1ar0gapHOCTh K CBOEMY OTITY. YeM, IT0 uX MHEHMIO... — OHa
MaxHyJla PyKOi, UMes B BUAY TeX, KTO HaXOOUTCA 3a IIpefefiaMu CTEH 3aMKa, — ... 3aHMMAalCh
LEeJIBIMUA JHSIMU?

Topg moHuMar, 4To UHOTraa BBEIHY2K[EH UCIIOJIHATE OTBEAEHHYIO €My DPOJIb IIyTa.
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— Ep g3619Ku KOHI/IGpI/I, IIPUTOTOBJIEHHBEIE B COyCe U3 KeMuyTa. A Be4YepPaMu IIOACYUTEIBAEIIIb
AParoneHHOCTH. Kaxxmbiii meHb BBI6I/IpaeH.IB IIMeJIKa Ha IIJIaThd.

Hu kannu He pa3BeCcenuBILINCh, DKCUSI CEPOUTO B3TJIsIHYJIA Ha HEro.
— T5I TOBOpHUILb UCTUHHYIO IIPABAY.

— MHe 1aTgT 3a TO, 4TOOH! S 3aCTaBIIAT TeOS CMEIThCS, a UTO MOXKeT OBITh O0oJjiee BecesbiM, YeM
mpaspa!

[TpeBo3Moras 60JIb — YTO-TO CETOfHS M3yPOIOBAaHHEIE HOTH CIUIIKOM CUILHO OeCIoKounu ero — Tof
OTTOJIKHYJICS OT CTEHEL.

— Csapgp! — moTpeboBana Jkcusi, 3HaBIIast, 4To Tom He MI0OUT, KOTHA OHa XKajeeT ero. — MHe
HEIPUSATHO, KOT[a Thl CKPUIIUIIL CBOUMU KOCTSIMMU.

— IIpocTu MeHs 3a 3T0, — POroBOPUT TON U OMYCTHUIICS B KPECTIO.

Komuara Oblsia MajleHbKOM ¥ CKPOMHO 00CcTaBieHHOU. [IepkuH MelieHX0T Kyl IIOMEeCThe
TIOTOMY, YTO OHO SIBJISIJIOCH YaCThIO Y9aCTKa, KOTOPBIA OH MeYTasl 3aloTy4uTh. Korma pomuiach ero
I0Yb, OH OTOCJIAJ ee CIofla ¥ 3allep 3a BICOKMMU cTeHaMu. Jlumib Tom u ®paHyecka pasfensng ¢ Hel
IOJTHe TOIbl OMMHOYeCcTBa. Tomy ObIIO mBEHALaTh, KOTIa ero MpuBe3iIn K Jkcuu. HecyacTHBIN
MaJIbY¥K, JKU3Hb KOTOPOT0 Obljla HAIOJHEeHa JIUIIh CTPAXOM M 6010, 03KU/AJI, YTO €I'0 My4YeHbS
IIPOIOJIKATCS ¥ 32 BEICOKMMM CTEHAMU ITOMeCThs. Ho BOCbMUTIETHSIST DKCHSI, CBOMM XapaKTepoM yxKe
MaJio IIoXOAuBIIasa Ha pebeHKa, puHsia 6J11u3Ko K cepplle cynb0y Toma. Brarogaps ee 3abote u
mI06BM MaJTbYUK HAY4YHUIICS CMESIThCS M BIIEPBBIE Y3HAII, YTO Ha CBETE CYLIECTBYIOT OYIIEBHOE TEILIO U
moOpoTa. OH He MPOCTO TIOOUI DKCHIO, OH 000KaJl ee.

— 3JT1O0T MOHTTOMepI/I OOJI2ZKEH COIIPOBOXKIATH Te0sT — U q)paH‘-IeCKY? — C 3aBTPalllHETr 0 JHA, —
IMogOPA3HUII €€ Tom, nbITasICh OTBIEYh, U €T0 I'Jla3a, eqUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OBIITO IIPEKPACHEIM BO
BHEIITHOCTHU 3TOT'O HEeCYaCTHOI'O, 3abnecTeny.

— ®paHuecKy, Uy MeHs, Uiy Tebs, — cepauTo 6ypKHyIa IKCusi. — EMy HYKHO TOIBKO 30JI0TO
Meiigenxomnna. Ecnu ObL s Hansnuia Ha Tebs Mapyuk 4 MpefcTaBUiia Kak HaCleQHUIy, OH yras Obl
mpeq To00¥ Ha KOJIEHW W IPHU3HAJICS B JIIOOBH.

— Bor OBl yBUIETH 3TO, — MeYTaTeIbHO Mpou3Hec Tom, MpoBes masbleM II0 IIIpaMy Ha Ilee.
HemHorue 3Hamu, 4To OT IIjIedeil 10 cepequHkl 6emep ero Teno OBIJI0 COBEPIIeHHBIM, a KOXKa POBHOM
U TJIQOKOH.

BHe3amHO JKcus CHUKIA U cejla. Ha ee nuite mOSBUIIOCh HECYACTHOE BHIPaXKeHHUE.

— Heyxenu tak OyzmeT B Te4eHUe BCETO MyTeIIeCTBUA? Bce MyKUMHEI OTCIOa 10 JIMHKOIBHIINPA
OymyT yxaXXuBaTh 3a MHOM ¥ JIraTh MHe B JIUI0? A KpacuBhble MOJIOObIE TIOAU OyIyT 3aTaCKUBATh
MeHs B KyCTH 1 LIIENITaTh CJIOBa JII00BY B HafleXKMe 3all0JyYuTh OeHbI'M MOoero oTna? — [leBylKa
¢bripkHynna. — Ecnu Obl OHM TONIBKO 3Hanu! Mot oTell HY 3a 4To He miaTUT. HaobopoT, eMy 3a Bce
naTAaT. TonbKo CchiH Oorava, Tako# Kak ['peropu BonuHTOPOK, MOT 1TO3BONIUTE cebe 3aIIaTUTh
OTPOMHBIE IEHbI'M, YTOOHI XKEHUTHCSA Ha 30J10T€e OTIIa.

Ton He epe6uBai ee. OH BO BceM OBLI COTJIACeH C JKCUEM, HO HUKOTHa He TOBOPUII el 00 3TOM,
IIOTOMY YTO IIOHMMAJI: €M CTaHeT elle Tsaxenee. C JeTCTBa ee OKPyKau JII0OAU, KOTOPBIM IIJIaTUl
(KaK MOKHO MeHbIIIe) ee OTell. A Te, KTO IIIMUOHUT 3a fo4Yephio [IepkrHa MelimeHxona 1
IOKJIafibIBa/I eMy KaXK[BIK ee IIar, Mojaydany npeMun. [[71s Hero OKCHs SBsIach LeHHOU
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COOCTBEHHOCTBIO, 1 B €T0 HaMepeHHusa He BXOOUJIO TEPATE TaKYI0O JOPOTrOCTOSAIIYIO BEIlh, KAdK €€
OJEBCTBEHHOCTHh, Ha KOTOPYIO MOT ITIO3aPUTHCA KaKOfI-HI/I6YJIB 663pOJIHBIfl OPY2XKUWHHHK.

Takum 00pa30M, U3 IIOMECThSI KCUe3a/IK BCE MOJIOObIE JIIOOU, KTO XOTh B MAJIOM CTEIeHHU IIPHUBIIeKal
BHUMaHUe AeByIKYA. OKpyKaBIlIre ee XKEHIIUHH TaK Ke YaCTO CMEHSIJIU APYT OPYyTra, IIOTOMY YTO
MOTJIX OKa3aTh Ha Hee {ypHOe BnusiHKe. Hamonro ymamock 3amepxkaThes nuilk ®panyecke u Tomy.
HaBepHoe, rnsas Ha Toma, HUKTO He MPEOIIosIarajl, YTO OH CToco0eH pa3kKedyb HeXKHEIE YYBCTBA B
ypeM-T00 cepane. OgHAKO B IeHCTBUTENBHOCTH Tox ObIT €IMHCTBEHHEIM, KOTO JTII00MIIa DKCHSI.

— O Tom, — c oTyasiHMEM BOCK/IMKHY/Ia OHa. — Thl 3HAEIb, YTO XKeT MeHs B Opake?

Toma pamoBaio TO, YTO IKCUS CMOTPUT B IIOTOJIOK (KOTOPHIM HACTOSATEILHO HYK/AJICS B PEMOHTE) U
He BUJIUT CTPaflaHus B ero riia3ax. OH HAMHOTO JIy4llle Hee 3HaJl, 4TO XK[eT ee.

— He Oynet Hukako# nio6Bu. HeT, s He HACTOIbKO HauBHA. 2KM3Hb B 3aK/II0YeHUM TpubaBuia MHe
MYIpPOCTH ¥ omnbiTa. HaBepHska ¢ ['peropu BonuHTOpOKOM 4YTO-TO He TaK, €CJIU eT0 OTell COTIaChIICs
3aIJIaTUTh MOEMY OTITY 3a MeHs. MHe Heuero HafiesiThCcs Ha Opak 1o TI00BU CO 3[MOPOBHIM MYXKYUHOM.
HWHTEepecHO, ¥ HaC MOTYT POAUTHLCS AeTU? — BOpyr IKcHUs pe3Ko OMyCTHUjIa T'OJIOBY U B3TJISHYJIa Ha
Toma, HO TOT yCIieJl OTBEPHYThCS, II03TOMY OHa He IOHSJIa, YTO OTPaXajoch B ero ria3ax. — He
oTBeyau! — 3akpuyasna oHa. — He X04uy 3HaTh. — BCKOUYUB, OHa pacKHHYyJa B CTOPOHH pyKu. — Kak
OBl MHE XOTEJIOCh XOTh pPa3 MOXKUTh HOPMaIbHOM XKU3HbI0! [I0CMOTPETh MyKUYKHE B I'/Ta3a U YBUOETD,
YTO OH JI0OUT MeHs He M3-3a 30J10Ta 0TIa. 4 He OpaHUyecKa, KOTOpas He yCTaeT IOBTOPSITh Ha
KaX[OM YTJIy, 4TO SIB/IS€TCS Ky3UHOU caMoy 60raToi HaclegHUIE Ha 3emiie. Tebe U3BECTHO: 1 C
O0JIBIIMM YIOBOJIBCTBUEM MTOOO0ITANMA OBl C KyXapKO, YeM C 3TUMHU CTapUKaMU, KOTOPhEIe HaBeIaiT
MEeHS 110 YKa3aHHUI0 OTIIa.

Top mpuiypunics.
— TrI, moporast Jkcus, mobosnrana OBl ¢ JTI0OOEIM YEJI0BEKOM 3a IIpefieflaMy 3TUX CTEH.

— Bot 6r1 yBUmETh MUpP! — IKCUST 3aKPYKUIIACh IT0 KOMHATE, U ee 100Ka 06pa3oBaja KOJIOKOJI BOKPYT
HOT. — MIMEHHO 3TOT0 MHEe M X04eTcs. YBuneTb Mup. — OHa 0CcTaHOBUJIACh. — HO YTOOBI 3TO CHENATH,
s IOJIXKHa CTaTh 00BIYHOM, Bpoze... Bpoae ®panuecku. [la, ObITh 00BIYHOM, KaK OpaHyecKka, — BOT
YTO g X0YYy.

Tom npuKycun a3vlK, 4ToOEl MpoModaTh. OH yKe MPUBLIK CHepXKUBaTh ce0s1, KOrfa pedb 3aX0Auiia o
®panHuecke, 1 He BHICKA3BIBaTh CBOEr0 MHeHUs 0 Hell. Korga 9kcuu OBII0 ABEHAAIATh, OHA IONTy4uiIa
OT OTIIa IUCHMO, B KOTOPOM I'OBOPHUJIOCH O TOM, YTO OH HAIlPaBJseT K Hell KOMIIaHbOHKY, €€
TPUHAALATUIETHIO Ky3UHY. DKCUS Tak oOpafoBanack, 4yTo Toma 00ysiyia peBHOCTh. [leBoYKa
IIepeBepHyJia BBEPX JHOM BCe IIOMeCThe, TOTOBSICH K Ipue3ny Ky3uHbl. OHa pellnsia IpefoCTaBUTh
TOW CBOIO KOMHATY, JIy4IllyI0 B 3aMKe, ¥ 3aHOBO o0cTaBuia ee. Tox Havan OBIJI0 TPOTECTOBATD, HO
Oxcus ckazana: «Eciu el 3mech He TIOHPABUTCS, OHA He ocTaHeTcsi». Ha ToM oOcyxXneHue u
3aKOHYMIOCH. BCIO XXK1U3HBb JDKCUs 00s171ach 4YeM-TO HE YTOIUThH OTITY, ¥ y HEe BOIIIO B IIPUBLIUKY
HUYero He MpocuTh s cebs. OqHako oHa He Kojebysck oOpaianack K MelineHxoIy, Koraa ToT,
KTO HaXOJHUJICS TI0f] ee OlleKOM, B yeM-mubo Hyxkaancs. K nprue3ny OpaHduecKku B IPUTOTOBIIEHHOU
711 Hee KOMHAaTe MOSBUINCH HOBBIE LIITOPHI, HOBHIM IIOJIOT, HOBBEIE TIOAYIIKY Ha CTYJIbS U Kpeca.
OKcud Xe cropajia OT HeTEPIIeHUs.

B menb npuesmga Ky3WHBE HUKTO He MOT HauTH JKcHUi0. CIycTsi HEKOTopoe BpeMs: Tox 0OHapyXKuUml ee
cupsiTaBIeics 3a g6JI0HeH. «A 4TO eCyu 51 He IOHPABIIOCH el? — IpolenTasna geBouka. — Ecnu g
eyl He TTIOHPABJIIOCh, OHa CKaXkeT 00 3TOM 0Ty, U OH 3abepeT ee». Tomy MpHUIIOCH JONT0 yOEXKaaTh
OKCHIO B TOM, YTO €€ IIPOCTO HeJIb3s He MOMI00UTh, Tpexk e YeM OHa COTIaCHiIach BEIUTH HaBCTPEUy
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dpanuecke.

Ho 3kcusa ®panyecke He IOHpaBUIach. ToM, UMEBIINY OOBOILHO XOPOIIee MPeaCTaBlIeHNe O
BHEIIIHEM MUpPe U 3aKaJeHHbIM IBeHaAllaThio TOgaMHy yKacoB U MyUYeHUH, Cpa3y MOHS, YTO
dpaHyecKa yMeeT II0Jly4aTh TO, 4TO X04eT. Y JeiCTBUTENBHO, €1 YOaBal0oCh MHOTO€ BHITIHYTh U3
BCeTfla TOTOBOM YCIIyKUTh U 3a00TIMBOM JKcun. HeyouBuTenbHO, 4TO [:KeiiMC MOHTIOMEPH MIPUHSITT
®dpaHyecKy 3a HacJIeOHULY: BeOb Ta pa3ofeTa TakK, Kak CjefyeT OfeBaThbCs HaClleqHULlEe
Metinenxoita. M He TOBKO 3TO: OHA BOOOIIIe BefeT 00pa3 XKU3HHU, TON00A0IINH TUIITE 60TaToH
HacnegHuie. Y yeM Oorblile maBaia el JKcus, TeM Oosbiie KoposieBa OpaHyecka BepUiia B TO, YTO
MMeeT IIPaBo 3TO 6paTh. 3a ceMb JeT nMpebbiBaHKs KY3UHH B 3aMKe To MHOT'0 pa3 IIBITAJICS
00pa3yMuTh IKCHIO, ITPOCUBIIYIO OTIA TPUCIIATh BCe, YTO Kenana PpaHyecka, Oymb TO ameIbCUHEL
3MMOM UJIM IIEeJIK KaKOT0-TO ONPeNeIeHHOI0 OTTEHKA, HO [EeBYIIKa JINIIL MaxXajla pykaMu U OTBedaJa:
«41 mosTy4alo OoT 9TOT0 yIOBOJILCTBUE, T0UEMY OBl He IIPeNoCTaBUTh ®paHUecKe BCe, UTO €l HpaBUTCS?
Y Moero oTija XBaTUT AeHer».

Topm 3Ham, 4To DKCUsl, TaKas OOWHOKAs, 3allepTast B CTeHaX 3aMKa, HaBCerya OCTaHeTCS MaleHbKOU
IeBOYKOM, KOTOpas OouTcs yyxkux. Bce 9T rofbl OHa TEPIEIUBO 3aboTuack 0 Ppanyecke, XOTS Ta
HUYEro He JaBaja el B3aMeH. B 0TBeT Ha SBHYI0 HeOJIaromapHOCTh Ky3UHEI AEBYIIKA TOJIbKO U3PeaKa
OTIIyCKaJla KOJIKOCTH B afipec TO! Ha IMPUTBOPSsIack, OyaTo et 6e3pa3nuydHo. A ele, C yIbIOKOM
nopymai Tofl, ycTpauBasa BCSIKKME PO3BITPHIIIN: TO PHCOBaja YPOMJIUBYIO CTAapPyXy Ha 3epKarse
®paHYecKH, TO MOAKIAAkIBAJIA O] IOAYIIKY MaprapuTKU, YTOOR Ta YMXasa.

Pe3koe mBuxeHue JKCuM cpa3y BhBesO Tofa U3 3afyM4YUuBOCTH.
— 4 6yny ®paHueckoi. — B ritazax meBYIIKH 3allblIal OTOHb.

— ITa, KoHe4YHO. MBI pa3BeCUM B TBOEM KOMHATe 3epKaja, Kak y Hee, ¥ BLIOPOCHM BCE 3TH YKaCHEIE
KHUTH, KOTOPHIE ThI TaK JTO0UIIb. A TOTOM... — Tom momondasn. — A keM xke Oymer Opanyecka? — Ho
OH yxKe 000 BceM pmorapmasncs. — Het! TBo# orerr...

— Huuero He y3HaeT. EMy 6e3pa3nuyHo. 1 ckaxy eMy, 4TO CHeflajia 3TO pafu Toro, 4Tobsl cbepeyn
€ro caMyIo 6OJIBIIYIO APAroeHHOCTh. EC/iM Ha Hac HalamyT MOXUTUTENH, TO OHU YBE3yT HUYEro He
crosuryio ®paHuecKy, a He MeHs. YBepeHa, CITyYuCh TakKoe, Ky3uHa 6kl OBICTPO paccKasalia
IIOXUTUTEJIAM, KTO OHA B JIGIZCTBPITG_TIBHOCTH. Ho HaMm HHYero He TPDO3UT: BEOb MEI 6YJ16M 104
oxpaHo#. OmacHOCTb HaM He CTpallTHa.

— IToTomy uTo Hac OyzmeT oxpaHsaTh MoHTroMepH, fa? OH BOUJ Tebe B TOJIOBY TaKyio YyIIh?

— IIycTh OH UOET K YepTy, MHE HaljeBaTh. Y HETO HET YeCTH, OH He UMeeT IIPeCTaBIeHUs O
BEKJIUBOCTH. Y HETO HET AYIIH, OH JIKEIl.

Top 3HaJ, 4YTO UCHEITEIBAET DKCUS K TeM, KTO XOTes ObITh PSOOM C Hell JIUIIb pafgy JeHeT ee OTLa.
Opuaxnasl oHa cKa3ana o PpaHuecke: «Ilo KpaliHel Mepe, ee OPyXKO0y HelIb3s KyuTh. I
norpo6oBaa».

IMomoiims K KpecCily, B KOTOPOM CHUIOE Tom, 9Kcus HAKJIOHUIIACE U OIrepijiaChb Ha ITOOIOKOTHHKH. OmHa,
€IUHCTBEHHAs B MHUPE HEe OTBOPAYHUBABIIAsCsA C OTBPAIlIEHUEM IIPU BHOE €T0 JIHIld, BIIJIOTHYIO
HpI/I6J'II/I3I/IJ'IaCB K HEMY, U MOJIOOOI'0 4YeJIOBEKa 3aXJIECTHYJIa BOJIHA HEXKHOCTH.

— Tbl HUYEro He TIOHUMAEIb? — CIPOCHIA OHA. — ITO MOU ITaHC. 1 Moria OBl OTIIPABUTLCS B
IyTeIlecTBYE 01 BUAOM OeqHOM KOMIAHbOHKH MOel O0raTod Ky3UHHI.

— U BupaBny GeqHOM, IOTOMY YTO THl UMeeIb MeHbIle. yeM OpaHyecka, — 3aMeTUII OH, C JII060BHIO

HcneiTaHHE CTPACTHIO 29 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

TJISIOs Ha Hee.

YyscTtBa Toma He ObINIK TalHOM g DKCUH, U, KOTTla el ObI0 HeoOX0OUMO, OHa MCII0JIb30Basla UX,
yTOOBI JOOMUTHCS OT Hero xkenaeMoro. OHa He COMHeBaJIach B TOM, UTO OH SIBJISIETCS TJIaBHBIM
IIIITOHOM ee OTIIa.

— Bce 3aBucur ot Tebs1, — yapyole yIs0HYBIINCH, ITPOrOBOPUIIa IKCUS.

— He BrsiruBaii MeHsi. — Top morafbIBajiCs, YTO 3aMbIC/IUIIa DKCUS. — ThHI [yMaelllb, YTO MOXKEITh
yOeIuTh MeHs B YeM YTOOHO. DTO OIacHO. poCTh TBOETO OTIIA...

— A Kak, I0-TBOEMY, OH OTpearupyeT Ha TO, UTO MeHS IOXUTAT U 0TPelyroT BEIKyI? Ero spoctsh
OymeT mmocTpalllHee. — OKCHs Hafiesnack, 4To Tox He 3aMeTus c1aboro MecTa B €e pacCyKAeHUsX:
Be[lb BCeTo CeKyHAy Ha3af OHa yBepsla ero B 0e30IIaCHOCTH CBOEH 3aTed. — YTO Thl IOYYBCTBYEIlb,
€CJIM OTell 0TKaXKeTCs IIaTUTh BEIKYI U MeHs yObIOT? — IIOHU3UB I'0JI0C, CIIPOCUTIA OHA U IIOHSAIA,
4yT0 nobefua, Korpa ria3a Toma 3abnecTeny. 3ax/ionas B JIafOIIK, OHA 3aCMesyiach U PafloCTHO
3aKpyXKumnach o KoMHaTe. — Hu ofivH 4enoBek He y3HaeT, KTo 1! HuKTO He OymeT nAmUTh Ha MEHI
r71a3a, KaK HaHSATHIE OTI[OM pa0OTHUKHY, BIEPBHIE IToNafaiouye B 3aMok! HUKTo He OymeT CMOTDPETh,
YTO 51 HAaZleBalo U eM, He CIIPOCUT, CIUIIO 4 B Imenkax wiu HeT. Hukro He OymeT o0cyXpaaTh Kaxkmoe
MOe CJIOBO, IOTOMY 4YTO TaK, BUAUTE JIU, CKa3ala caMas OoraTas HacnenHula AHrnuu. Y MHe He
IIPUMETCS BRICNYIIMBATE IIPEJIOKEHNs PYKU U CepAlia [0 TPH Pa3a Ha [HIO.

Togm yneIGHYIICS, TTIOTOMY YTO IIOC/IefHEe 3asiBlIeHre DKCUY OBIIO IBHEIM IIPEYBEIMYEHUEM, OODHAKO el
TIOCTOSTHHO GPOCasy 3alliCKy Yepe3 CTeHy. MoJofsie JTI0fu, paciojaraBIinecs Mo CTeHAMHU 3aMKa,
TIeJIM e cepeHanrl. B cBoux coHeTax MOKJIOHHUKY IIPOCIIABIISANIN €€ KPacoTy U YTBePXKAAJH, YTo
TIOTFOOMITH HACJIeMHUITY C TOTO MTHOBEHHS, KOTTIa MEeTbKOM WJTH M3Taly YBULEIH ee, 3a0paBIIUCh Ha
nepeBo. Ha aTo ®paHuecka Bcerya roBopuia: «[[0MKHO OITh, OHU YBUNEIIH MEHSI».

— A ®OpaHuecka COracuTCs? — 0CcBemoMuscs Tof, 4ToOl BEHIUTPATh BpeMs U COOPAThCS C
MBICTISIMU. — THI XK€ MPeKpPacHO 3Haelllb, KaK el HPpaBUTCS BCETHa IepedyuTs Tebe.

— CornacuTcs 1 oHa? — B030YKIEHHO BOCKINKHYIA IKCUsi. — EcTecTBeHHO! THI CIIpallMBaelllsb,
COTJIAaCUTCS JIX OHa 3alloy4uTh Bce? M 3071070, 1 KpacoTy? HeyxKenu Thl COMHEBAEIIbCS, YTO UMEHHO
9TOro OHa M Xo4eT? — OHa pafoCTHO paccMmesinach. — [IpegoctaBs OpaHUyeCKy MHe.

— Jla momoxeT el ['ocrionb, — 04eHb TUXO0 IIpou3Hec Tox, HO DKCUS He yCIIbIIana ero.
®panuyecka CIIOKOIHO cupena nepefn JKcuelt. KoMHaTa Ky3uHH Oblyla B iBa pa3a 60JbIlle KOMHATHI
HacJlemHUIB. [ TaBHBIM YKpallleHueM CIIyKWUJIA OIlpaBlieHHbEIE B JOPOTHEe paMbl TOPTPeTH PpaHuecKH.

— Tei xo4elrb, 9YTOOH! g cTajia TO00W? — yTOYHMUIIA OHa. — M 4TOOHI 1 PUCKOBasia CBOEM KU3HBIO?
Benpb Bce MPeCTYIHUKY CTPAHHI MOIBITAIOTCS 3aBJafeTh 30JI0TOM TBOETO OTIIA.

OKcud B3OOXHYIIA.

— Tebe U3BECTHO, YTO OTEIL He OTIIPaBUI OBl MEHS Yepe3 BCIO CTPaHy, ecyiy Obl MHE I'PO3HUTIa
onacHOCTh. ['yObl ®paHueCKyU TPOHYJIA Jerkas yIblOKa.

— Iomyckaio, 4To Tebe HMYETro He TPo3uT. Ho BOT Kak HacyeT Moei 6€30I1aCHOCTH, eciu 51 Oymy
BbIJaBaTh ce0s 3a HaCIegHUILy?

— IIpuyeM TyT omacHOCTL? Thl TOBOPUIIL TaK, OyTO HaM IIPUAETCS OTOUBATHCS OT OAHIKUTOB,
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CKAuyIIUX Ha HAC C MeYaMH Harojo. 3aBTpa NpubyayT APYKUHHUKH, KOTOPHIX OTEI] HAaHSJI, YTOORI
COTIPOBOXKOATh MeHs. COmpoBOKaaTh Hac. HUKTO HMKOT0 He y3HaeT. A Te, KTO BUIeN Hac 3MeCh,
HUYero He pacckaxyT. HUKoMy 10 Hac HeT fiefla, — C ropeubto nobaBuna Jkcusi. OHa cobupasnach
cHabouTh Tofa MOCTAaTOYHOM CYMMOM, YTOOBI TOT PACIJIaTUIICS C 00UTATENIsIMU 3aMKa 3a
MosyaHue. — ®paHvyecka, — IPOMOIXKUIA OHA, — MbI He coOMpaeMcst MyTeIIecTBOBATh C TAKOH XKe
IBIITHOCTRIO, KaK KOposieBa. Tebe U3BECTHO, la He TOJIbKO Tebe, HO U BCe AHTJINH, 0 KaKOu
CTeIeHHU CKYIl MO OTell. MH moemeM KakK OORIYHEIE JTIOH, ¥ HUKTO He MOrafgaeTcs, YTO OBUKETCS
KapaBaH Melifnenxomta. Bce 6ynyT cuuTaTh MeHs, HET, TeOs HoYephio KyIia. ITO TBOH IIAHC...

— XBatut! — obopBasna ee ®panyecka, mogHSB pyKy. OHa BCTasa, MOMOIIIA K OKHY U BBEITJITHYJIA
HapyXKy, 3aTeM IIOBEPHYJIach K Ky3WHe U YCTpeMHUJia Ha Hee TSIXKeJbld B3rJI. Th BCcerga
moOMBaeIllbCI CBOEro, He TaK JIU, DKCUT?

— Kak Tl MOXKeIllb TOBOPUTHL MHE TaKoe? f XKUBY, CIIOBHO B TIOPbME.

— B Tiopeme! Xa! Tonpko OeHSIK 3HAET, YTO TaKOe TIOpPbMa. Most ceMbsI KaK Obljla, TaK ¥ OCTAETCS
6ennoit. Ho THI, TH BCeraa uMeJjia Bce, YTO XoTea. Ecnu y Te0st BO3HUKAJIO KaKoe-HuOynb XKeJaHue,
cTouyo Tebe IMOMPOCUTh OTIIa, ¥ OH MTHOBEHHO HCIIOJIHSJI €T0. A 3[eCh, B 3aMKe, Thl OJINIIETBOPSIEIb
3aKO0H.

OKcus cxkasa Kynaku, Ho mpomoidana. Kaxmoe cioBo ®paHuecku ObIIO IPaBaoH, OHA
OEeVCTBUTEILHO He MPEeCTaBIIsIa, YTO Takoe OeqHOCTh. JII0Ou 3a CTeHAMU 3aMKa T'OJI0flaid, OHa XKe
JK1Jla B IOBOJIbCTBE U pocKomm. Ho eii aToro Mano: oHa, HeGmaromapHas, 3axoTeia cBo0oab. Ky3uHa
yMeJia TOBEPHYThH PAa3roBOP TaK, YTOOB DKCHS ITOUYBCTBOBaIa Ce0st BUHOBATOM.

— JlapgHo, 51 mam Tebe BO3MOXKHOCTD Y3HATh, YTO Ke 9TO TaKOe — He UMETh HUKAKOM BIIacTH, —
oO0bsiBra ®paHyecka.

OKcud efiBa He 3a[0XHYyJIaCh OT BO3MYIIEHUS.

— Bnactes? Tel gymaets, 51 06/1afiaio BinacThio? dpaHyecka pacCMesnach.

— TrI 3m€ech KOPOJIeBa, XOTS He [IOTaAbIBaelIbCcsi 06 3TOM.

— Bogce HeT. IMeHHO TH QNIUPTYellb C CafOBHUKaMH, TOOAPa3HUBAEIIL APYTUX, UMEHHO THI...

— W 3T0 BCe, uTO Yy MeHsT ecTh! Pa3Be THI He BuuiIL? TeOe He HAO MPUKA3kBaTh: «OTKPOUTE
IBEPH!», IOTOMY YTO €€ U TaK paclaxuBaloT mepen To6oi. Thl He TOHUMaeIllb, YTO BCe TPEKPacHO
OCO3HAIOT, KeM THI IBJISIEIIbCS, ¥ CKAuyT Iepen ToO0M Ha 3afHUX Jankax, YTOOH JOOUTHCS TBOETO
pacmoioXeHus.

—4d CTapaloCh TPATHUTH Ha cebst KaK MOXKHO MEHBIIIE, ThI XKe, KakK 4 CJIbIIala...

— Omna cneimana! O 9Kcus, TH TaK HanBHA, YTO BEPHUITh B CKa3KHU. JIamHO, TOCMOTPHUM, YTO ThHI
OymeIb YyBCTBOBATh B POJIM IIPOCTONIONUHKY. Ho mpenynpexnaaio TeOs: MBI CHITPaeM 3TOT CIIEKTaKJIIb
no KoHIa. f 6yny HacnmemHuIle# MelieHX0JIIa 10 CaMOT0 KOHIIA IyTellecTBUs. Ecu yepe3 Hemeo
UJIUA [aXKe 3aBTpa Thl IPUEIIb U CKaXKelllb, YTO XOUelllb BEPHYTh BCE Ha CBOM MECTa, S IPUTBOPIOCH,
OynTo He MOHKMMAIO, 0 YeM peyb. TOJIbKO IIPU 9TOM YCJIOBUHU S COTJIACHA OCYLIECTBUThL TBOM IIJIaH.

OKcus B3epHysa OpOBb.

— ThI IONMaraelib, 4TO JIETKO OBITH ‘{eHOBeKOM-HeTeHJIOfI 1 XKWUTh, HEe 3Has1, KTO TBOK OpPyT, a KTO —
Bpar? TpI/I roga Ha3ag MEHA €1Ba He IIOXUTUIIN. HYMaeHIB, IIPUATHO IIOCTOAHHO HCIIBITEIBATH CTan?
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— ToYHO Tak Xke, KaK s UCIHITLIBAIO CTPax rnepen To0o#? Tebe CTOUT JUIIL HAIUCATh OTIY U
IIOTIPOCUTD €T0 IIPOTHATL MEHS, U S CHOBa CTaHy OemHoii. Celfyac e BCe, YTO IJIATUT MHE TBOH OTEll,
sl OTCHIIAIO OTIY ¥ MJIAOIIUM cecTpaM. 2KuBs 3mech ¢ TOOOH, 5T TUIIUIACH IIIaHCA YOAYHO BEIUTH
3aMyX. 3amepTasi B 3aMKe, 1 He UMeI0 BO3MOXKHOCTU BCTPETUTHCS C MOOXOASAIIUM YEJI0BEKOM.
Haperoch, 6naromapss Moed )XepTBe CeCTPHI CeIal0T XOPOIIue MapTHH.

— 4 He poroHio Te6s1, — , TUXO Ipou3Hecya JKcusg. OHa HEOMHOKPATHO IIbITallaCh YBEPUTD B 3TOM
®panuecky, HO Ta He Bepusa. Ecriu MexXny HUMU BO3HUKAJI CIIOP, Ky3uHa 00513aTeIbHO 3aKaHYKUBajla
€ro CJI0BaMu:

«BOT Temephb TH IPOTOHUILIL MEHS, U MO CEMbSI OYIET TOJIOATh>.
[Tpo1io HeCKOIbKO MUHYT, Ipexe yeM OpaHyecka ygocTouna IKCUIO YITLIOKH.

— INomararo, HaM cliefyeT 3aK/I0YUTh PUHAHCOBOE coTJalieHue. He mymai, 94TO ST HACTOJIBKO TIIyTIa,
yTOOHRI 3@ TAaK PUCKOBAThH CBOEH KM3HEIO.

OKCHUS YCMEXHYIIach.

— HOBepb, MHE€ [JaXe B I'OJIOBY HE IIPUXOONIIO, YTO ThHI COTJIaCHUIILCA COEJIaTh YTO-T160 OJid MeHA
JIAIIOb U3 9YYBCTBaA pr}K6bI. ¢4 B3sia Ha cebsi CMEeI0CTh COCTaBUTh CIIHCOK TOT'0, 4YTO THI MOZKEIIIb
IMONMYYUTHb B HAarpagy, — CKa3adJla OHad, Pa3BOPa4YXBasa CBUTOK.

BHUMaTETbHO U3yYUB NOKYMEHT, dpaHuyecKa XMBIKHYIA.

— OToro HegocTaTOYHO. 9 He co6UpaOCh PUCKOBATh JKU3HBIO Pafyl TaKOM MajOCTH.
OKcwus, Kak 00bIYHO, OblIa TOTOBA K ITOI0OHOMY ITOBOPOTY [eJl.

— MoxerT, mpucsifeM? — ycTajo Mpeayioxkusia OHa.

Ha Toprosmio ¢ ®paHyecKoi Bcerya yXoQuio MHOTO BpEMEHH.

HeckonbKO 9acoB CIIyCTs 30J10TO, AParoleHHOCTH, JOPOTie TKaHU U faXke TOI0BOM I0X0[ C 3eMeh,
IPUHAIEeXKABIINX MaTePU IKCUHU, CTAI COOCTBEHHOCThI0 ®paHuecku. YeCTHO TOBOPS, DKCUS
OXKHMasa, YTO ey MPUOETCs 3allIaTUTh ropa3mo OoJbIle.

[TogHSBIINCE, OHAa CBEPHYJIa JOKYMEHT.
— Tebe He oHpaBUTCS OBITHL HA MOEM MeCTe, — 3aMeTHJia OHa HaloCIeqokK.

— U tebe — Ha MoeM, — oTBeTuna PpaHdecka. [[eByIIKY TOPONJIUBO II0OXKaIU APYT APYTY PYKY.
Crenka cocTOsNIACS.

I'maBa 6
IIxemu mpeOrIBaI B IIJI0XOM HAaCTPOEHUH.

IJoMa, KOT{ja OH ¥ CEeCTPHI IIyTUIM ¥ IOOAPa3HUBaIK APYT APYTa, MOMBITKA JOOUTLCS PYyKU OoraTomn
HaCJIeMHUIIH Ka3ajlach BEJIMKOJIEIHOM unee. EMy necTBUTENBbHO Topa ObII0 Obl 2KEHUTHCS, MBICITH O
Opake He BHI3BIBAJIa ¥ HETO OTBpallleHus. Bo-mepBhIX, eMy IaBHO Ha[l0€JI0 CIIaTh Ha I'OJI0H 3eMJyie UJu
B KHIIIAIIKUX KJIOTIAMK TOCTUHHUIIAX. BO-BTOPHIX, €My XOTeJI0Ch BePHYTh TO, UTO IPOJaik OTel 1 Opar,
HO Ha 3TO TpeboBanuch meHbru. OTBET Ha BCE BOMPOCH! BUIEJICS B TOM, YTOOBI BHYIIUTh OOTraTOM
meByIIKe, OyATO OHA JTIIOOUT ero, MpUYeM TaK CHUJIbHO, UTO T'OTOBA YMOJISITh OTIIA PAa3pPEeIIUThb e BRIUTH
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3aMyX He 3a TOro, KOro oH Bblﬁpaf[ O Hee.

W ecTeCTBEHHO, TIIECIIAaBHO Pa3MBIIIIS [[2KeMH, er0 KaHOUAaTypa ropasfo aydiie, 4yeM
KaHAMJATypa TOTo, C KeM el IIPefICTOUT CBSI3aTh CBOIO kKu3Hb. OH MOHTrOMepH, TPENCTaBUTEITb
npeBHero popa. OTCYTCTBUE Y HETO AEHET C IMXBOM KOMIEHCHUPYETCS TUTYJIaMU U T'oJTy00i KPOBBIO.

OpmHaKo MPOIUION HOYRIO, KOTha [IKeMHu PacIadyuBajIcs ¢ JeTHIIKaMH, COOPABIIAMH [IJIsT HETO
MaprapuTKH, eT0 HaYajli My4YUTh YT PHI3eHUST COBECTH. [IepKuH MelneHX0JII IOPYYIUI eMy 3Ty
paboTty, moToMy uTo moBepsin. [oBepsin. OH 00513aH 3aIIUINATh JE€BYIIKY OT BPAaroB ¥ He JOJIXKEH caM
IIpeBpalaThCS B €€ Bpara.

Pa3Be OH MOZKET IIOCTYIIUTh TaK II0 OTHOLIEHUIO K cebe caMoMy ¥ K Hei? OH He pa3 cuparimBan cebs,
a MOJIyYUTCS U Y Hero 4To-Hubynb. HecMOTpsl Ha CKPOMHOCTH, [12KeMHU OTJIMYHO 3HaJl, YTO HPaBUTCS
KeHmmHaM. Ho KaXawii pas3, KoTrfa OH AyMasl 0 TOM, 4TOOHl yXaXKKBaTh 3a KpacaBulleii ®paHuecKoii,
B €r0 [TaMsATH BCIIJIBIBAJIO OLIyLleHKe Tella OKcuu nof coboi. OH MOMHUII, KaK ero pyka Kacasuach ee
Tpyny, Kak [OeByllKa HaJMEHHO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero. HaBepHOe, UMEHHO 3TO U NIPUBJIEKJIO €T0: OHA He
pacrasia oT /mo0BY npu Bune Hero. OHa CTOs/1a, TOPHO BCKUHYB T'OJIOBY, U BECh €€ BUJl TOBOPUIL:

«$ TOXKe Yero-to cTom0!»

Meicnu 06 OKcuu BrI3Bau y [keMu ynbIOKY, OMHAKO 3Ta yasl0Ka CKOpo yracia. EMy npencTout
[OJITOe TYTEeLIeCTBYE, BO BpeMsI KOTOPOT'0 OH, HAaXOMSICh PSAOOM C dKcuel, OyneT co0ma3HATh
HacjegHuly Meiigenxonna. 3To 6eCYeCTHBIH TOCTYIIOK, IOTOMY YTO OH He JIIOOUT ee U IIOYTHU
HaBepHsSKa HUKOTrOa He 1mojo6uT. KpoMe Toro, oHa o6pydeHa C IpyTUM H...

— Apn v nimams! — Bckpuuan JIxemu. — [IpoKnAThe, [a 4TO K€ 3TO Takoe!

[I>KeMu 0CTaHOBHUJI CBOIO JIOILIA[Ab Ha BePIIMHE X0JIMa U, OTJISIAEBIINCH II0 CTOPOHAM, IIOTeP Ijia3a.
9toro He MoxeT ObITH! HaBepHOe, BO BceM BHHOBAT IIPeApPacCBEeTHLIM cymMpak. K ToMy xKe BYepa OH
O4YeHb IO3[HO JIET CIaTh, IPOCIEANB 3a TeM, KaK MaprapyuTKU MPUIINBAIM K IIally (Ha Hero yIia
Kyd4a feHer). U Temeph 3TOT IJIall JIeXKHUT B PyproHe cpenu Belrel, KOTOPHIE TOHAN00SITCS eMy
CaMOMY U ero JIIO[ISIM BO BPeMS MyTellecTBUs. [la, IPUIIIOCh HEMAJIO IOTPYOUTHCS, YTOOR
IIPUTOTOBUTHCS K BCTpeUe C HacllemHUllel MelieHxoa.

U ceiivac, cryckasch ¢ XoiaMa, [[;keMu He MOT TTIOBEPUTH CBOMM Tila3aM.

— CKOJIbKO UX TaM? — CIIPOCHUII eXaBIIuM psagoM Tomac.

— 4 HacuuTan BoceMb, — OTBETUJ Puc u crycTts MUHYTY fo6aBuin: — [Toxoxke Ha OpOgsdYuil IIUPK.
— Kak Xe g CMOry 3amuiiaTs ee? — OILIEeJIOMJIEHHO IPOroBopui [IKeMu.

[lepen cTeHaMu 3aMKa, B KOTOPOM Obla 3aK/Ii0oueHa HacJiegHUIla, CTOSJI0 BoceMb Gpypronos. Ho He
npocThix. [IlecTs U3 HUX OBIIU CHeaHbl U3 Ay6a, 00MTOr0 XKeJIe3HEIMHU MOI0CKaMu. M Ha KaxkaoM
OTPOMHBEIMU OyKBaMu ObIJIO BEIBeleHO UMs MetlineHnxomnna. OyproHbl CKopee IMOXOAUINA Ha CYHOYKH
[IJIs 30JI0Ta Ha KojiecaX. ITO OBIJI0O paBHOCUIBHO TOMY, Kak ecniy Obl MeliieHX0JT HaHsl Tpybaya,
yTOOB! TOT OIIOBEIIA BCEX O TOM, YTO BE3yT IIEeHHOCTHU. [[Ba OCTaNbHEIX (GyproHa OBIIM BEIKPAIIEHH B
KPacHHIM U 30J10TO# 11BeTa. Ha Bcex 4eThIpex CTeHKax ObIJTM HapUCOBaHHI PYJIOHE TKaHEN, Hal
KOTOPHLIMY JIeTajld XepyBUMEL. B CBaToM 3eMiie [[2KeMu BUEN Tak XKe SPKO pacnucaHHble (ypProHHI,
HO OHU IIpefiHa3Havya/IuCh i KeH cysiTaHa. TpyaHo Obisio 60siee SBHO 00BSBUTH O TOM, UTO II0
CTpaHe IyTelleCcTBYeT HaclenHulla MelieHxoia 1 Be3eT B GyproHax CBoe IMpugaHoe.

— M&I puBieYeM BHUMaHME BCeX BOPOB B KOPOJIEBCTBe, — 3aMeTus ToMac.
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— W Bcex OXOTHHKOB 3a IpUAAHbIM, — m06aBua Puc. [I:xkeMu OPOCKIT Ha HETO YHUYTOKAIOIIHAN
B3TJISI. — 3a UCKII0YeHneM Tebst, KOHeYHO, — IPOKAIJISIBIIKNCH, TIOMPABUIICS OH. — 4 He uMen B
BULY...

— Korpga-Hubynpb THI IIOMIATHINBCS 3@ CBOYM HECHEePKaHHBIN SI3bIK, — CKa3as [KeMU U IPHUIITIOPUIT
nomagb. ToMac npugepxkan Puca.

— CeropHs OH B OYPHOM HAaCTPOEHHH. Hawm He CJIO6pOBaTI:>, €CJIM MEI HE 6y11eM — IIOMAJIKUBATh, —
3aKJII0YWII OH U IIOCKAKal 3a JIKeMHu.

— OueBUOHO, €T0 3aMYYHUJIU YTPEI3eHUSI COBECTH, — ImpobopmoTan Puc. — CoBecTb — BOT ero citaboe
MecTo. — U oH nocnemosas 3a ToMacoM.

I>keMu meiCTBUTENIbHO OBIIO TPYOHO caepxkuBaTh ce0si. OH 3HaJ, YTO MeWaeHX0JII BCEeTo JIUIIb
TOPTOBELl, XOTh ¥ TOOUBIIHUNCS OTPOMHBIX yCIIexoB. [I03TOMYy He ClTefIoBajio OKHUAATh, YTO OH UMEET
IIpeCTaBlIeHre 0 BOEHHOM TaKTHKe U CTpaTeruu. Y Bce &Ke C ero CTOPOHHI ObIJI0 GO0JIBIIOM TTTYTIOCThIO
OTIIPABUTb CBOET0 eAMHCTBEHHOT0 pebeHKa Yyepe3 BCI0 AHT/INIO B yproHax, KOTOpHE, Kak
00s13aTENIbHO MTOAyMaeT 10001 BCTPEUHBINM, HAOUTH 30JI0TOM. Beob TeM caMbIM OH ITOJBEPTaeT AOYb
OIIaCHOCTH.

B cepoM cBete yTpa [I2KeMu yBUIEI, UYTO BOKPYT (PyproHoB KTO-To xoouT. HaBepHOe, Kyueprl. Ho roe
JKe IpYyXKUHHUKK? Bemb maxke MeleHX0/T MOT COOOpPa3uTh, YTO TPOUM He IIOf CHIIy 00eCIIeYuTh
OXpaHy KapaBaHa!

Hakowner [I:keMu YBUOET OXPAHHUKOB, KOTOPHIE, IOTATUBASICh U 3€Basi, HETOPOIIJINBO BEIOMPAIMCh U3-
110 GyProHOB, ¥ OHM Cpa3y He MOHPaBUIUCh eMy. OueBUIHO, MeHIeHXo CYuTaeT, OyITO CHla
oIpefesieTCs pa3MepaMu. ITO PACIPOCTPAaHEHHOe MHEHKe Oun004YHO. [I2)KeMu 3HaJl: HeJlb3s
HAHUMAaTh JIIOfIel, PYKOBOACTBYSICh TEMHU XKe MPUHIUIIAMH, YTO U IIPU MTOKYIIKEe TOBSIOUHEI, — II0 BECY.
9Ty Tpoe OBIIM OTHOT'0 C HUM POCTa, HO BECHIIM B [Ba pa3a OoJsbiie. [To TOMY, KaK OHU JBUTAJIUCE,
I>xeMu 3aKJII0YUT, YTO OHU HUKOTIa He IIPOXOIUIM, BOEHHOM MOATOTOBKH.

«4l oTKaxych», — mopyman JIkeMu, TpeKpacHo MOHUMas, YTO JIZKET caMoMy cebe. MelneHxo B
CBOEM IIMChMe YTBEPKasl, YTO HaHSII MOHTIrOMepU IIOTOMY, YTO JOBepsi eMy. [[3KeMU U Tak Ha3Bajl
ce0s mpegaTesieM U3-3a TOTO, YTO IEITaeTCss 06MaHOM XKEeHUThCS Ha Hero godepu. ETo coBecTh He
IIepeHeCeT ellle OMHOT0 OTPSICEHNUS, eCJIM OH OCTaBUT HaCJIeIHUILYy CO BCEM ee 30JI0TOM Ha
noredyeHue KOro-To Apyroro.

— JI:xxertMCc MOHTTOMEPH, — MPEMICTABUIICS OH, CIIEIIHABIINCH. | POMUIIEI, KaK OH ¥ IIpedIoararl,
OTBETHUJIN €My OeP3KUMHU B3riisigamMu. [[xKeMu efiBa He 3aCTOHAJI BC/IyX, TaK KakK IIOHSJ, YTO IIPUAETCS
NOKa3blBaTh UM, KTO TYT IJIaBHBEIM. — Bac TOJIBKO Tpoe?

— HukTO Ha 3TO He XKaJloBaJiCs, — 3asBUJI OOUH U3 TPOMHUJI, ITOXJIoNaB ceds 1mo rpyau. — Booliie-To
NOCTATOYHO ¥ OOHOT0. — OH IMOCMOTPEN Ha MPUSITeJIeH, ¥ Te HATrJI0 YXMBITbHYIIHUCh.

«KupHble, — nogymar [I>xeMu. — YV HUX U Tejla, U MO3TH 3aIlJIBUIN KUPOM».

— Tr1 KOe-Koro 3a0blI, — CKa3aJll ApPyrou, caepzKuBas cMellok. — Hac yeTBepo. — TyT Bce Tpoe
TPOMKO PacX0XOTallMuCh.

HakoHell Of¥H U3 HUX TIPUILEII B ce0s U yKa3asl KyAa-TO IaJbI[eM.

— BoH 4eTBepTHIN.
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PsimoM ¢ GyproHoM CTOSIT BEICOKHH M XyOOIIABEIN I0HOIIA C OJ1€JHEIM JTUIIOM. Y Hero Ha 6eagpe BHUCes
Med, la TaKOU APEeBHUM, UTO CO3/1aBajIOCh BlledaTieHue, 6yaTo uM BoeBanu pumisige. KOHoma po6Ko
YIBIOHYJICS.

II:keMu BO31en PYKH K HebecaM u HaIIPABHUJICA K OE€PEBY, 10O KOTOPBIM €ro KOaJlx Puc u Tomac.

— Mmu 3aMaCKupyeM (I)ypl"OHBI, — CKaz3ain [IXKeMHu B OTBET Ha BOHpOCI/ITeHBHBIfI B3rsag Tomaca. —
Ecnu ocTaBUTh UX B TAKOM BHU[E, TO MHE HOH&JIOﬁI/ITCﬂ COTHA COJIZAT, YTOOBI OXPAHATH HX. A ot aTou
}KHpHOﬁ TPOUILIBI A I/I36aBJ'IIOCb, KaK TOJIBKO CMOTY. IToka ke MHe IIPUAOETCA IIOJIafUuTh C HUMHU.

— A ManpuuIIKa? — HanoMHUJ ToMac.

— OTmpaBuM ero oMol K MaMo4Ke. MuTe 1 MOTONKY#Te ¢ KydepaMmu. UTo Kacaetcs Te0si. Puc, To
He BBS3BIBANCS B Ipaky ¢ 3TUMU OaHAUTaMu. MHe Obl He XOTEJI0Ch, YTOOH! THl CETOTHS MPOSIBIISIT
CBOM TEMIIEPAMEHT.

Puc cepguto nocmoTpen Ha [[2KeMu ¥ KUBHYJI. YeCTHO TOBOPS, €My Cpa3y He IIOHpaBuIach 9Ta
TPOWUIIA, ¥ OH TOJIBKO M 2KIaJl IT0BOAA, YTOOH COUTH C HUX CIIECH.

— Ax atu Kynusl! — npo6opmotan [xemu. [Tomoias K BOpoTaM, OH 00HAPYKHUJII, YTO OHU 3aMEPTEI, U
m03BOHUJ. be3pedynbTaTHo. OH ITO3BOHUII €Il Pa3, HO C TEM XK€ YCIIEXOM.

[ToBepHYB ronoBy, [IxKeMu 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO TPOE TPOMHUII CTOST Y HETo 3a CuHOM. 1o uxX BUAY OH
MTHOBEHHO IIOHSJI, YTO OHU HaMepeBarTCI C CaMOI0 Hayasla yCTaHOBUTDH CBOE TTIaBEHCTBO.

— MBI [OMXKHEL TPeAyIPenuTh Te0sI, — YXMBIISSACh, 3asIBUJT OMUH U3 HUX, — HACUET «3TOr0».
Ho y [I;xeMu He OBbIJTO BpeMEHH Ha MPeIupaTelbCTBa.
— OrtkpoiiTe BOpoTa! — 3aopar OH.

Kak oH cMOXKeT 3alllXIaTh ONUHOKYIO JKEHIHY, C/Ii OHa efeT B GyproHax, HaOUTHIX 30JI0TOM? A
BAPYT YTO-TO CIYYHUTCS ¢ IKcuen? Het, mompaBui oH cebs1, ¢ DpaHUeCKO, HaCIeJHUIIEH.

IIxxeMu OBIJI TAK IIOTPY2KEH B CBOM MEICJIH, YTO HE CJIBIIIAJI PA3roBOPa I'POMHMII.

— Tol BUgENn «3T0»? — COPOCUI OOVH, HAKJIOHUBILIKCH K yXy [KeMu. — 4 maxke He MOTy Ha3BaTh
«3TO» My2KUMHOU. KOPOTEHIIIKa C JTULIOM, KaK KyCOK Msca. Ypon. — [I:KkeMu He 1noBepHyJcs. He
pewusics. Begp u bepenrapuio Hepenko Ha3blBalud yponoM. — Ecnu «3T0» BHIUAET K HaM, g He
YBEPEH, UTO He PACCTaHyCh CO CBOUM 3aBTPakoM. — OcCTalbHEIe paCCMEANIACh, COYTS ero WyTKy
BEPXOM OCTPOYMHUS. — «ITO» HE MOKET eXaTh C HaMu. {1 He cMory 6e3 TOIIHOTH LIeJILIMU JHAMU
CMOTDETH Ha €ro pOoxXy.

— M&I ckopMuM ero cofakaM, BMECTe C HUIIUMU U CJEeNbIMU, — [100aBUI APYTOH.

B cnepytormyio ceKyHay Kyiak [IkeMu, KOTOPHIM OH OapabaHui B BopoTa, 0OpYLIUICS Ha Harjela, u
TOT PYXHYJ Ha 3emt0. HacTynus emy Ha ropno, MOHTTOMepH IIPUCTABUI MeY K IlIee BTOPOToO.
CnoBHO M3 HUOTKYfa nosiBuIuCh Puc u Tomac. ToMac 3aHsAICA TPEThUM, a Puc TeM, KOTODHIY JTeXkKal
Ha 3eMJIe.

— IIpoub oTciofa, — mpouenun [IxKeMu CKBO3b CTUCHYThHIE 3yOl. — YOUpaiTech, oKa 5 He IyCTUI
BaM KpoBb. BoT Oblyia Ob moTexa!

On BHUOEII, YTO TPDOMHUIIEI TOPAT KEJIaHNEeM OTOMCTUTDL €MY, ¥ 3HAJI, YTO HEJIb34 IIOBOPAYUBATLCA K
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HUM cIuHOM. OJHAKO Yy HETO XBATH/IO BEIIEPKKH M0XKMATHCS, KOTa OHU I00Pey Mpodb, 6opMoYa
YTO0-TO cebe II0J HOC.

— U kak ke MbI OyIeM oXpaHsTh GYproHbl? — IOUHTEepecoBasics ToMac, Bo3Bpallas Med B HOXKHEL.
OH crbliTan, Kak 'POMUJIBL TPOM3HECIIN CI0BO «CJIEIbIe», U TIOHUMAJI, 4ero Te u3bexaru.

— A 4TO menaTh C MaJbYMINKON? — CIIPOCHI Puc, 00eCIOKOEHHBIN He MeHbINe, yeM [IxKeMu u
Tomac. — HaMm npecTOUT 0XpaHATh KEHIIKH, U y Hac He Oy[eT BpeMeHH BO3UTHCS C JEeThMH.

Bresanno Puc oka3sancs Ha 3eMIie, a I0HOLIA CKJIOHWICS Hafl HUM U IIPUCTaBUI K IPYOU CBOU
OPEBHUU Medy.

— IIpoTKHYTE €ro, MUTIOPA? — OCBEeIOMUIICA OH. B oTnuuue ot Puca [Ixkemu, ToMacy u Kyuepam,
Ha0II0aBIINM 3a IPOUCXOAAIINM CO CTOPOHHI, CUTYallus IoKa3anack 3abaBHou. Korga Puc
IIeBEeJILHYIICS, COOMPAsCh IPeIoiaTh I0HOIIe YPOK, [I)KeMyu B3MaXx0M PYKH OCTAaHOBHII €T0.

— Kax Tebs 30ByT? — 00paTUiCcs OH K I0HOIIIE.
— Cwmur, cap.
— Ter1 yxke ycnen mo6sBaTh B OUTBE?

II>KeMu MpeKpacHO MoHKUMaJ, 4To CMUTY ellle He OBOJUIIOCH Y4aCTBOBATh B CPAXKEHUSX, HO PEIINI
WCIIBITaTh Y€CTHOCTD IOHOIIIH, JIUII0 KOTOPOTO OBIJIO TAKUM K€ IIPOCTHIM U OECXUTPOCTHHIM, KaK
MaprapyuTKH, MPUIIKATHIE Ha IIJIalll.

He BRLI3BIBAJIO COMHEHUS, UTO IEPBHIM IOPHIBOM CMUTA OBITIO BEIAYMaTh KaKyl0-HUOYIb JTENEeHSIIYIO
IyIIy UCTOPUIO, HO 3aTEM OH YCMEXHYJICS.

— EpuHCTBEHHOE, YeM 5 3aHHMMaJICsl, — 9TO ITOMOoraJl OTIy Ha ¢epMe, CIp.

Tomac u [IxXemMu yIeIOHYNHCh, U Jaxe y Puca NpunomgHsanuch yroiaku ryd. OH He OB 3710IIaMsTeH, a
IOHOIIIa T10Ka3aJl, 4YTO HaJlelleH OTBarou.

— THI HAHAT, — 00BABUI [I2KEMH.

[Tpuka3aB 10HOIIE MPUHECTH U3 GyproHa IIjIalll, OH BHOBb ITOBEPHYJICS K BopoTaM. Ho mpexne yeM oH
yCIeJl KOCHYThCS 3BOHKA, CTBOPKH PaCIaXHY/IHUCh, ¥ IIepe]] HUM MOSBUIOCH «3T0». [[2KeMU yBUOET
MOJIOZIOT'0 YeJIOBeKa C IPOMOPIIMOHAILHEIM TEJIOM, HO C KPUBEIMU KOPOTKMME HOTaMHu. JIeBas
CTOpPOHA Jirila OblJla U3YPOI0BaHA MIMHHBIMU I'TyOOKHUMH IITpaMaMu, KOTOPHIE CITyCKAIUCh Ha 1Ie0 U
ncYe3aju 3a BOPpoToM pyOarku. Korma-To 9T MIpaMbl CPOCIUCH HEITPABUIBHO, CTSIHYB MBIIIIITH, U
Teleph OH HallOMMHAJ KapUKaTypy Ha YyenoBeka. OueBUOHO, KOTHOA PaHBI OBLIM OTKPHITHL, B HUX
BBeJIM KaKOe-TO BeI[eCTBO, YTOOLI OHM HaBCErHa OCTalMCh KPACHBIMHU U y37I0BaTHIMU. HeTpynHO 65110
IIPEIIIONIOKUTh, UTO YPOLCTBO 3TOTO YeJIOBeKa He SIBJISETCS BPOXKIEHHBIM.

Puc v Tomac oTmaTHyIMCh IPU BUAE HECYACTHOTO, HO TOJIBKO He [IKeMu.
— Kak Tebs 30ByT? — CIIPOCHII OH.
— Tox, — oTBETUIT MOJIOZIOY YEJIOBEK, CIIOKOWHO BCTPETUB €0 B3TJISL.

OH 3HaJI, YTO HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3aJl IPOU30IIUIO0 10 Ty CTOPOHY BOPOT, YTO ¥ K€M OLIIO CKAa3aHO U
KaK Ha BCe 0TPearupoBaj 9TOT PHILAPb.

HcneiTaHHE CTPACTHIO 36 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

— A KaKOBO TBO€ HACTosIIee UMsa? — npomonxkuil [Ixemu. OH HAXMYPHUJIICS, BCIIOMHUB, CKOJILKO pa3
eMy IIPUXOIUIIOCH TOKA3bIBaTh, YTO bepeHrapuio 30ByT BoBce He Cremoi.

BriepBrie MOCTOPOHHUY YeoBeK o6paTuics K Tony ¢ mogoOHEM BOITPOCOM. EQMHCTBEHHOM YCTYIKON
caMoJIo0uI0 OBUIO TO, YTO OH OTKA3aJICs 0T UMeHU Tayn, KaKUM Ha3bIBal ero OTell.

— He 3Ha10, — 0TBeTUJ OH, — HO TOJ MeHd BIIOJIHE YCTPaUBaeT.

OH oToIIIeN B CTOPOHY, YTOOH IPOIYCTUTE MOHTrOMepH 1 ero monei. Korma JIkeMu POXOOUT MEMO
MOJIOJIOTO YeJIoBeKa, OH 000psIolIe TIOXJI0Nal TOTO 110 IJIeYy U TEM CaMbIM HaBEYHO 3aBOEBAJl €T0
npefaHHoCTh. JIunrs OKcus He Gpe3roBaia HOTPAruBaThCS 0 HETO, Ja U TO pegKo. bonblie HU oouH
YyeJlI0BEK Ha CBETe He IT0Ka3kIBaJl eMy CBoeil ApyKObl TaKUM 00pa3oM.

Top 3acmemun Been 3a [IkeMu, cTapasich He 0TCTaBaTh OT Hero. [laxe OH BUENI, YTO PHIIIApPh He B
TOM HaCTPOEHHUH, YTOOK MOXKHO OBITIO TO3BOIMTH C HUM BOJILHOCTH, HO HEe OCYXK[aJl ero 3a 9To. Emy
TOXKE He XOTeJIOCh Iy TEIIeCTBOBATh 110 CTPaHEe B 3TUX OOUTHIX JKeJIe30M CYHAYKaX C UMEHEM
MeiimeHX01a, BEIBEIEHHBIM Ha CTEHKAX. JKCUM OYIOEeT IOCTOSTHHO YyIPoXKaTh OMacHOCTh. Her,
TIOTIPABHUII OH ce0s1, PpaHUecke, IOTOMY YTO €if MPEeACTOUT BhIIaBATh Ce0s 3a HACIeTHUILY
Meiinenxoma. Tom ¢ TPYOOM MOHABUIT TOTOBLIM BEIPBATHCS CTOH. DKCUHU MPUAETCS 3aIJIATUTDh BCEM,
KTO ITPOXKHKBAET B IOMECThE, 3a JI0XKb. XBaja ['ocrofy, oHM MPoOyayT B 3aMKe BCEI'0 HECKOJIBKO
YacoB, MMPeXJe YeM IIOKUHYT ero HaBcerya.

II>KeMu TIOMBITAJICS OBJIafleTh co00M. B ero myie cMelaauch CTpax 3a XKEeHIIUHY U BUHA Iepe[ Hell.
Yo GBI HU CIIyYUIIOCh, OH OyIeT BCcerfa OTHOCUTHLCS K Hel € o06alouM yBaxKeHUEM, ITOKJISJICS OH.

®paHdYecKa XKOana UX B KOMHATE, PACIIOI0KEeHHOU PSIIOM C MapamgHou ABephlo. CTeHa, Ha KOTOPOu
Obla n3o0paxkeHa ClieHa U3 TPedYecKoi JIeTe b, CIyKuia el BeJTUKOJIEeTHBM GOoHOM. [[KeMu
yNbIOHYIICS, HO He ®paHyecKe, a CBOMM MBIC/ISIM, IIOTOMY 4YTO HacjegHKILla MelileHXoJIIa BhTIIsaaesna
MMEHHO Tak, Kak ee u3obpaxarna [xko0u. [ImaTbe U3 TEMHO-3€JIEHOM IIEJTKOBOM Tapyu BECUIIO,
HaBepHOe, CTOJIbKO Ke, CKOJIbKO MaJiIeHbKHNY MOoHU. Kopcax yKpalllaja 30710Tasl BHIIKMBKA. benu3ny
KOXKM IIOOYEPKUBAIM U3YMPY/IEI, @ KEMUYKUHEI B Cepbrax OblIM TaKOW BEIMYUHEI, YTO, €CITU
IIPOJaTh UX, MOXKHO OBITI0 OBl OTIJIATUTD IIPOMOIKUTENIbHYIO BOMHY. [Jaxke B BOJIOCAX HACTIETHUIIEI
CBEepKa0 MHOXKECTBO OparoleHHbIX KaMHEeH.

— Jlopo MoHTTrOMepHu, — MPOU3Hecia OHa, IIPOTITUBasi pyKy. [I:KeMu molenoBan ee, 06paTuB
BHUMaHMe Ha TO, YTO Ha KaXK[bIM Tajell HafleTo KoJbllo. — MTak, BaM IIpeACTOUT IPOBOAUTEL MEHS K
JKEHUXY.

— C BamIero no3BoJIeHNsi, — C YIBIOKOM cKa3asl [[;)KeMu U, BHITAIIMB U3 BHYTPEHHET0 KapMaHa
KYPTKHU CBUTOK, IPOTSIHYJI €ro HaciegHule. Ta yxke codpanach B3sTh €r0, HO OH BHE3AMHO OTAEPHY
PYKY ¥ ITOKpacHes. — Pa3peluTe MHe IPOYMTATh BaM IIMChMO OT Ballero oTija. « MOHTTOMepH, —
HavaJjl OH, — X04Yy ITOPYYHUTh BaM...»

®paHyYecKa MOJHATA PYKY.
— [Nonarato, GymeT nydIie, eciy 9 cama IpouTy ero. I'ma3a [IxkKeMu pacCIIMPUINChH OT U3yMJIEHHUS.

— Brl ymeeTe unuTaTh? — BCe, KTO HAXOOUJICS B KOMHATe, 3aMepJId, YCIBIIIaB CTOIb CTPaHHbIN
BOIIpoc. — ¢ uMen B BUAOy... — mpobopmoTan [IKeMHu, ellle CUIbHee MOKPACHEB, ¥ IPOKAIIIANCS. — A
He XO0TeJI Bac 00umeTh. MHe CKa3au...

— OH He MOXKEeT ITOBEPUTh, YTO TaKOEe IPEKpacHoe CO3/laHue, KaK Thl, yMEET YUTaTh. TBOU
CrIocoOHOCTH — 3TO OIIpaBa U3 OPUIIMAHTOB, TOAYEPKUBAIOIIas KpacoTy PeaKo KeMuyKuHb. He
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IIpaBOa Jik, MI/IJ'IopI[? — BRITJIAHYJIA U3-3a q)paH‘-IeCKI/I JKcusl.

OHa Onlnla HUXKE KY3WHH U ofieTa GegHee. PsimoM ¢ HacmegHUIEH, KOTOPYIO MOXKHO ObITO CPaBHUTH C
9K30TUYECKOM MTHUIEN, OHA BHITJISAMENa CEPEIM BOpoOyIIKOM. OfHAaKO CBETI0-KOPUYHEBOE TIIAThHE C
Oesol BHIIMBKOW Ha pyKaBaX YOUBUTEIHHHEIM 00pa3oM IMOAYEPKUBAIO BEJTMYMHY €€ Tj1as,
OrecTeBIIUX ApUe, UeM AparoueHHOCT OpaHuecKHy.

IxxeMu YCTPEMHUII Ha IKCHI0 CGpJIPITbII:I B3rJidMd, ¥ Ta IIOHAJIA, YTO KUMEHHO OH OYMAET O €€ JIZKHU.

B sToT MOMeHT [I3KeMu BCIIOMHUJI O Itaie. be3 comHenus, ®paHyecka HEHABUOAUT MapPrapUTKH.
Ecnu XeHIIMHA O0eBaeTCs TakK, KakK HaclegHUIla, OHa He OyaeT MpeAnoYruTaTh IPOCTEHbKIE
MaprapuTKu OApyruM 1uBeTaM. Ho, ¢ Ipyroi CTOPOHEI, Ha CBETe He CYIIeCTBYeT KeHIIUHE, KOTopas He
mobusa Ovl 1BeTEL. K TOMY Ke y Hero HeT gpyroro nopgapka. Jlydiile yxK MofapuTh IIall, YeM BooOIIe
HUAYETO.

— l'ocnoxka MelaeHX01, — 3aTrOBOPHII OH, BeXK/IUBO yibi0asck OpaHyecke u cTapasich He oOpalaTh
BHUMAaHMA Ha OKCHUIO, YXMBUISAIOLIYIOCS 3a ee CIMHOM, — Y MeHs eCTh II0JapoK IJId Bac.

— Bot kaxk?

Cyns no ToHy, ®paHyecka Oblia O4eHb IOBOJIbHA, HO [I2KeMU BCe ellle COMHEBAJICS B 9TOM.
HagsepHsika HacnegHuna MelgeHX0/Ia [I0Iy4daeT II0JapKyu 10 HECKOJIBKO pa3 Ha AHIO.

BHezanHo [I;)XxeMu 3aX0TeJI0Ch CTEPETh YXMBUIKY C JIUIla JKCUMU.

— Huuero ocobenHoro, — npousHec oH. — HeuTo, He 3aciyXkuBaioiiee 0co60ro BHUMaHuUs, /I TOH,
KTO CJTaBUTCS CBOEU KPacOTOM.

— O, BBl MeHS 3aUHTPUTOBA/IX, — BOCTOPKEHHO BOCK/IMKHYIa ®paHuecKa, HU Ha CEKYHOY He
3a0kIBaBIast O MPUCYTCTBUU JKCUHU. — [Ipolily Bac, TOKaXkKTe MHE ITOapoK.

— O0s13aTenbHO, — COTTacuiIcs [;KeMu, — HO TOJIBKO 3aKPOWTe I'Ia3a.
®panyecka ¢ PafoCThIO BHIIOIHUIIA €TI0 MTPOCKOY.
— Xopottio.

I>xeMu 1ofai 3HaK, ¥ B KOMHATY BoIes CMUT C KPacHBIM 6apxXaTHRIM IIAIIOM, TepebpolieHHEIM
yepe3s pyKy. [IKeMu ¢ HeXKHOCThI0 HAaOpOCHTI ofiesiHMe Ha mueyn OpaHUYecKHd, 3aTeM Hafell el Ha
T'OJIOBY KaITIOIIOH U 3aBsi3ajl TECEMKH Ha Ilee. ApoMaT MaprapuTOK OKYTasl HEeBYIIKY.

q)pqueCKa, KOTOpasi BCe 3TO BpeMd B IIPEIBKYIIEHNU COEP2KHKBaAJla ObIXaHUE, B3OOXHYJId, X €€ T'OPJI0
CHOaBHUIJI CIIa3M.

— Bot, — ckazan [Ixkemu, OTCTyIIasd U OKUOBIBAA €€ BHUMATEJIbHBIM B3TJISAOOM.

B KpacHOM Iiaie, 0TOPOYEeHHOM KPOXOTHRIMU OyKeTHKAMK MaprapyuTOK, HACcIeJHHUIIA HAllOMIHAIa
et U3 CKa3Ku, O0THHIO BECHHI.

CDpqueCKa, YYBCTBOBABIIIAA cebs Kak-TO CTPAHHO, OrjiAgeyiaCh II0 CTOPOHAM M BHE3aITHO YBUOEJId
IIBETHI Ha KallIOIIIOHE.

— Mapraputku! — BEIJOXHYJIa OHA.
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II>xemMu He 0XKugal CTOIb 6YpHOI7I PeaKnuu 1 II0XBaAJIXUJI cebs 3a TO, UTO CHenall CTOJb XKeJlaHHBIN
IMOOgapoK.

ITogHecs PYKH K I1iee, @pqueCKa IIPpUHAIIACE JINX0PAA0YHO PA3BA3BIBATE TECEMKH, HO OHU HUKAK He
IofamaBaauck. B ciiegyrouiee MTHOBEHHE OHA 3dKadTHUJld I'JIa3ad, no6nenHena " CTaJla oCcedarTk.

O3zapmadyeHHbIN, [2KeMu yCIen IOAXBaTUTh €€ U YCaaul Ha IPHOKOHHYIO CKaMbIO.
— Buna! — npukasar oH.

OTa xeHmmHa 6onmbHA? [ToaTOMY ee Bcerga mepzkainu B3aneptu? OueBugHO, 0071€3HL MENJIEHHO
OTHUMAaeT y Hee XK3Hb? OH IIOCIEITHO OTKUHYJI KaIIOIIOH, pa3Bsi3a TECEeMKH IIIallla ¥ YI0XKUI ee
TOJIOBY K cebe Ha KoneHu. EMy 1MoKa3aioch, YTO 3a IOC/IeMHIE HeCKOIbKO CeKYH[I OHa mobiemHena
ellle cunbHee. Heyxkenu oHa ymupaet?

— BuHa, uepT 65 Bac mobpan! ITourmute 3a moKTopoM. Ho K HEMY, C KYBIIMHOM B PYKE, YKe CIIEIIN
Ton Ha M3ypPOOBAaHHEIX HOTAX. YBUIEB MaprapUTKy, OH OTLIBLIPHYJ KYBIIUH.

— CHuMUTE C Hee 1AL,
— Yt0? — JI;XKeMHU pelns, YTO OCIIBIIIAJICS.
— LIBeTsl. OT HUX OHa YUXaeT, Y Hee KPYKUTCA rooBa. CHUMUTE C Hee Iyamg!

I>KeMu B CUMTaHHBIE CEKYHMH CAepHYT ¢ ®paHyecKH ITall U oTOpocusn ero CMUTY, KOTOPHIU TYT XKe
BBIJIETE]T U3 KOMHATHL. 3aTeM OH IIOIBLITA/ICS OTKPHITh OKHO. PaMy mmepeKkocuio, oHa He OTKPHIBaach,
1 [I;KeMu TOJIKHYJI €€ HOTOH.

EnBa ®paHYecka OKa3alach Ha CBeKeM BO3yXe, OHa 3afblllajia, XOTs BCe ele TOXOOuia Ha
MepTBela.

HeMHOr0 ycrokouBImucs, [3keMu 06ayMast CUTyaluio U JOTafasics, KTO BCe 9TO 3aTesl: Jkcus. He
Hafo OBITH CeMHU TIsIel BO 10y, YTOOH TOHSITh, 3aYeM OHa MOACTPOMIIA Tak, 4To OPpaHUYecKa 4yTh He
yMepJia: elo JBUraja 3aBUCTb K 6oiiee 6oraToit u 6ojiee KpacuBOU Ky3UHE.

OH ornsimen KOMHATY, B KOTOPOM coOpasuch Bce APYKUHHUKY U CIIYTH 3aMKa, B MOUCKax Jkcuu. OHa
CTOS1J1a, CIIOBHO KaMeHHasl, ee U0 HU4Yero He BhIpaxKkalo, OOHAKO [I;KeMu MOT MOKISCTLCS, YTO HU
O[lHa CJIe3VHKa He CKaTuJach II0 ee Iieke. Ho 4To el maBajia cMepTh Ky3uHH? Heyxkenu oHa
CTaHOBMJIACh HACIeOHUIIEH?

CoTBopH Takoe MyXk4HrHa, [I:keMu 00HaxKuJT OBl TPOTUB HEro cBoi Med. Ho Okcus He Oblna
MYK4YUHOU. B ero riasax oHa faxe He Oblyla XKeHIIUHOM.

— Tot gymaets, Tebe... — BO3MYTHIAaCh JKCHU, Korfa [I)KeMu, CXBaTUB ee 3a PYKY, IOTAIIX 3a
Cco0OoH.

BHUMaHME IPUCYTCTBYOUMX ORICTPO MEPEKIIOYNIOCh ¢ PpaHueckKu Ha JKCHI0. HecMOTps Ha TO 4TO
UM 3allJIaTUJIM 3a MOJT4aHue, OHU 3HaJId, YTO UMEHHO JKCUS SABISETCS HacllefHUllel MelieHxoma 1
YTO UMEHHO e# HaJl0 MOJUYUHSATLCS IIPU JTI0OLIX 00CTOSTEThCTBAX.

— AX THI, TIOfiTIasl ITYHBS, — 3asBUI [I2KeMu U, ceB Ha TaOypeTKy, IepHyI DKCHIO TaK, YTO OHA yTmaja
€My Ha KOJIEHU JIULIOM BHU3.

— IIpekpatu! — 3akpruasna oHa. — Kak Tel cmeenib? d... CUIbHBIN IIJIENIOK IOHUKE CIIMHBL 3aCTaBUI
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€e 3aMO0JT4aTh.
— H3-3a Te6s1 0OHa MOTJIa yMepeThb, — oTpe3al [[KeMu, ellle pa3 IIJIETTHYB ee:
— 41 Brmapamnato Tebe rima3al — 3akpudana Jkcusi. — Mo oTer...

— ...mob6yaromapuT MeHs! — 3asiBUIl 0H. — EMy maBHO Hamo ObIsI0 OBl BHIIOPOTH T€OSI. ThI ITYHBS, THI
HETOfsIMKa, KOTOpas JyMaeT TOJIbKO O cebe.

C sTuUMHU CIIOBaMHu OH CIIMXHYII €€ C KOJIEH, 1 OHa yIIaJla Ha II0JI.

[TokpacHeB 0T YHUKEHUS, IKCUS Cejla U IIOCMOTpesia Ha OKPYXKaBIIUX ee JIofgel. Bce 3Hanu npasny,
HO HY OfMH U3 HUX He IIeBeJIbHYII MTablieM, YToOk moMoub eii. v roe Tox?

Barmap 9kcuu ynan Ha ®paHdyecKy, KOTopas CTosljla, ONUPasiCh Ha MOJOKOHHUK. YHUXEeHUE JKCUU
NOCTaBUJIO TOM TaKyl0 PafioCTh, YTO €€ IIeKH OKpPaCUJl HeXXKHBIM pyMsHell. OHa IpeKpacHO 3HaJja, 4YTO
Ky3WHa JlaXke B MBICJIAX He UMeJla IPUYUHUTE el Bper. OOHapyxuB, uTo ®paHyecKa YuxaeT OT
3armaxa MaprapuTok, JKCHs He pa3 IIOMICOBHIBaa LIBETH €M MO MOAYIIKY, B IIKad, B omexXkay, — Kyda
yrogHo. HUKTO U3 HUX He Mpe[Ioarasl, YTO peakius MoXKeT OBITh CTONIb ry6uTenbHON. Ho mouemy
ke OpaHyecKa He CKaxXeT 9TOMY MOMJIEIy ITpaBay — YTO 9TO He OOJIbIIE YeM PO3BITPHILII.

— OH cobupaeTcs 3arpabacTaTh TBOU JeHBTH! — Yepe3 BCI0O KOMHATY 3aKpudana JKcus. [[xxeMu
ocTtaHoBuUICsA. — OH coOUpaeTCs yxXaxkKuBaTh 3a TOOOM, YTOOBI TH YrOBOPHMJIA OTIA BHIIAThH TE0S 3a
Hero!

Kak on nocmen yau3uts ee! IlycTts Teneps ®paHyecka y3HaET, YTO 3TO TaKoe, Koraa Tebe
yNBI0AQIOTCS He TIOTOMY, YTO TH KpacuBa, a II0TOMY, YTO ¥ TBOET0 OTlla MHOTO JIeHeT.

[Iemu CJI0BHO IIpupocC K nony. Korga oH yBUAes 3Ty AeBYIIKY BUepa, OHa eMy O4eHb [IOHPaBUIach,
oueHb-04eHb. Kak 0H Mor Tak omubuThcs? Heyxkenu oH COBCEM He YMEET CYy[UTh O JTIOIIX?

— Hagperocs, 0OH mpeycreeT, — KakK MOXHO rpoMue oTBeTuna OpaHyecka.

Bce pacxoxoTanuch. [[KeMu TOKe yILIOHYIICS ¥ TOKUHYT KOMHATy. OH IIPOMOJIZKA yIsI0aThCs, TOKa
1Ies K TaBepHe, Kyfla ero BIEKIIO BIIOJHE 00BsICHUMOE XKelaHie HalUThCS ¥ 3a0bITh 060 BCEM.

['maBa 7

OKcHus UCTYIIEHHO OUla KynaykaMmu 110 nonymke. OHa He X0Telna, 4ToOb Bce Tak mony4yunock! OHa
He coObupanach youaTh ®paHuecKy, Kak, KaxeTcs, CYuTaioT Bce! OHA IMPOCTO XOTeJla 3aCTAaBUTD €e
pacumuxatbcsi. OTKyma et OBIJI0 3HATh, YTO OecxapakTepHas Ky3uWHa HaYHEeT 3afbIXaThCsl OT KaKOT0-TO
OykeTuKa Mapraputok? [Taxke Tog cMOTpes Ha Hee C OCYXKAeHHEM.

A sToT MoHTrOMepu! JKCUg HaB3HUUb yIajia Ha KpoBaTh. Korpga OHYU I03HaKOMUJIUCH, OHA
IIOHpaBuiack eMy. be3 comHeHus. He meHbru 0TIa, a OHa caMma.

Ceiiuac ke OH, eCTECTBEHHO, IOXKHUpPaeT rilazaMu PpaHuecky u GyproHsl, HabKUTHIE BCIKUM H0OpoOM, a
B €e CTOPOHY Jaxe He CMOTPHT.

[Toce yTpeHHETo IPOUCIIECTBUST JKCHUS 3allepiiach B CBOEM KOMHATe U IIPUHSIIACh YITaKOBHIBATh
KPACKH ¥ KUCTH, yTOJIbHEIE ¥ BOCKOBHIE KapaHMIalllk, a Takxke Monb0epT. Ha 9To yiien mouyTu Bech
nenb. HaBepHOe, crenoBasio Ok MOWTH MOMPOINATHCS C JTIOIBMHU, KOTOPHIE OKPYKA/K €€ B 3TOU
IIPeKPacHO TIOPbMe, HO OTeIl TaK YaCcTO MEHSI UX, YTO OHa He yCIie/la HU K KOMY IIPUBS3aThCS,
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KpoMme Toma. U (DpaH‘-IeCKI/I, €CJIN UX OTHOIIEHW A MO2KHO HAa3BaTh IIPHUBA3aHHOCTEIO.

['ma3a meByIIKY 000KTTH CJIe3hbl, HO OHa yCUITHEM BOJIM MTOJlaBujIa XKejlaHue pa3phigaThcs. Ha cBeTe
HET YeJI0BeKa, CIIOCOOHOT0 MOHSATh, YTO OHA YYBCTBYeT. [la U KTO OyaeT xKajieTh 60raTeHInyio
XkeHmuHy Aurnmun? HukTo. JJaxke B IeTCTBE HUKTO € He COUYBCTBOBAJI, a OMHAXKMIE], KOTOa OHA
TIJIaKasia, IIOMOIIHMK CaloBHHMKA CKa3all: «BO3bMHU 30JI0TO M BEITPH CIe3bI». Bce, KTO KU WK
IIpre3:Kall B 3aMOK, HaXO[UJIHCh PSIIOM C Hell He 1o cOOCTBEHHOM BoJie. BceM, KOoro oHa BCTpedasa
Ha CBOEM XU3HEHHOM IIyTH, IIJIaTHUII €e OTell.

OHa yXe IIpuBBIK/Ia HaOMOOATh 3a TEM, KaK MEeHSeTCs BhIpaXkKeHue a3 y TeX, Koro ei
IpefcTaBisAloT. MHOra B 3aMKe NOSABIISAINCH MOJIOABIE JII0Y, He 3HaBIINe, KTO OHa Takas, OHU
OLIeHUBAIOIlle Pa3rIAgEIBaU ee U Tu00 IPOSBIANN UHTEpeC, 1100 oTBopauyuBanuch. Ho Korma um
coo0Iany, 4To Iepel HUMU JIeTeHJapHas HacllegHulla MelifeHxos1a, — 0, OHa OblUTa He HaCTOJIbKO
M30JIMPOBaHa OT MUpa, YTOOH He CHIBIIATh 00 3TOM, — UX B3TJISAA MEHSJCA. Y TeX, KTO Ipexae
IIPOSIBIISATI K Hell UHTepecC, B HeM 0Tpaxaioch ofoboCcTpacTue, a y TeX, KTO OCTaBaiCs
PaBHOMYIIHEIM, B IJla3ax 3aropajcs oroHek. OHa He IOMHUT HY ONHOT'O CiIy4asi, YTOOH B JIIOSIX He
IpouCXoguiy mofoOHbIe TepeMeHbl. M He TOJIBKO BO B3TJIsAMle, HO U B TOHE, X B MaHepax. OgHu ObUIH
rpyOHI ¢ Heto, 4TOOHI TOKa3aTk, OyATO UM BCe PaBHO, KaKoe MOJI0XKEeHWe OHa 3aHUMaeT. B meTcTBe e
He pa3 F'OBOPHUJIM, YTO He M03BOJIAT ce0sl yHUXKAaTh — Kak OygTo ObIJI0 IPefpemieHo, 4To OHa
yynoBuie. JIloOUMbIM U3pEeUYEeHNEM ee YUUTeNs ObLIO:

«JleHbT¥ TBOETO OTIIa He JalT Tebe mpasa...»
— JleHbr'" MOETO OTI[a He Hal0T MHEe CBOOOIE, — FPOMKO MPOM3HECcIa DKCHUS.

CBo0OomH! TYNISTE TI0 IEPEBEHCKOM sipMapKe, CMOTPETh ITIPEICTaBIeHNE KYKOJIBHOT'0 TeaTpa; CBOOOIEI
BHYILIATh JIIOIOSIM UCKPEHHKE YYBCTBa, OyIb TO II000BL MU HEHABUCTD.

—H IIpaBa UMETH HOPMAJIbHYIO CeMeﬁHYIO XKHW3Hb, — IIPOIIEIITa/Ila OH4, CTJIOTHYB KOMOK B I'OpJIe.

ToT, KTO 3amep 3a BLICOKMMHU CT€HAMU CBOETO eJUHCTBEHHOTO pe0eHKa, CO3[jaB BOKPYT HETO OPEOI
TaAWHbI ¥ TEM CAMBIM YBEJIMYUB €TI0 CTOMMOCTD, He COOMPAETCs Pa3MEHUBATHCS Ha CUIIBHOTO
300POBOTO MyXKa. JKCHUSI HAYEro He 3Hajla HaBepHsSIKa, HO JorafblBanack, 4To y ['peropu
BonuHrOpoKa eCTh KaKOR-TO CEPbe3HBIN HeJOCTAaTOK. Korma oHa IpuHUMaach pacCIpaliuBaTh 0
HEeM TeX, KTo IpuOBIBal OT OTIIa, OHU HaYMHA/IX HECTU KaKyI0-TO Uyllb. B KOHIle KOHIIOB IeBYIIKa
TIPEII0JIOKMIIa, UYTO €€ HapedeHHbIM cyMaceniuii. Uimm y Hero Kakasi-To HaclieICTBeHHas 00JIe3Hb.
Vinu nopok. Wnu u To, u Apyroe, ¥ TpeThe. KakuM OBl OH HU OBIJI, €70 OTeI] COTJIaCUJICS 3allyIaTUTh
MelineHXx01y 1jejioe COCTOsIHUE, — IIPU YCJIOBUM, KOHEYHO, YTO IIOCJIe CMEPTH TOTO HaCJIeICTBO
IIePeXOaUT K DKCUH, — YTOOBI BBECTH B CBOIO CEMbIO €T0 HOYb.

OKcHs 3HAJa CBOETO0 OTIIA JIydile, YeM KTo-Tu00 Ha 3eMsie. OHA He YOUBUIIACH OBI, YCIIBIIIAB, YTO
mepen CMePThI0 OH BCE MPOfasl, a BRIpy4YeHHbIe JEeHbIM 3aK0Iajl, ¥ HUKOMY He U3BECTHO, Ile UMEHHO.
OH BHOJIHE MOXKET PYKOBOACTBOBATHCS NMPUHLUIIOM: «CaM He raM, ¥ OpyruM He JaM». EMy Bcerga
HPABUJIOCH 3allUPaTh Ha 3aMOK BCe, YEM OH BJIafell.

3aBTpa HAYMHAETCS UHTEPECHeWIIee MPUKITIOYEHNE B ee XKU3HU. Y DKCHUHU He OBIIO WIITIO3UH HacyeT
TOTO, YTO XKJeT ee B Opake ¢ I'peropu BomuHrOpokoM: CBOOOIEI OHA MTONIYYHUT He OO0Jblle, YeM
ceiigac. OTel] x0T OBl pa3pelian el pucoBaTh. A 4TO, €C/IM ee MyK — UJIA eT0 OTel], KOTOPHIH,
KaxXkeTcs, YIIPaBJISeT BCeM, — CUMTAIOT, YTO KEHITMHE MOXKHO JIUIIb IIUTh ¥ MOJTUTHCS?

— A-a-a! — 3acToHasa [ieByIIKa, BHOBh 3a0MB KyJlaukKaMHU 10 MIOAYIIKE.

Ona IMOCTYIIXJIA ITPABUJIBHO, PEIIKUB OTKA3aThCA OT IMOJIO2KEHN A HaCJIeTHUIIBL MeliileHX0Jl1/Ia Ha BCe
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nyTtermectBue. O, B IOCIeNHUN IeHb ee MPeORBaHKS B 3aMKe BCe ero 00UTaTeNy B IMOJTHOM Mepe
HaCJIaIWJINCh BO3MOXKHOCTHIO He OTKPHIBATh Iepe[ Hel mBepu. Kyxapka maxe mocMera BHITHATH e
13 KyXHHU, a OOUH U3 CIyT 00pyrasl ee 3a TO, YTO OHA MeIaeTcs y Hero mox Horamu. OmHAKO HUYEro
6oree yKacHOTO He MPOU30III0. Bumumo, UM HpaBUIOCh AeflaTh BUM, UTO OHAa OOBIYHEIN YEeIOBEK.

Ho B cOOCTBEHHEBIX TIa3ax JKCHSI U B caMOM fejie Oblyia 00buHOM. «OOBYHA, KaK COPHSK Ha
Kiym0Ge», — OIHAXK/IHI, ellle B HeTCTBe, 3aMeTwia OpaHyecka.

«3aTo TakK ke CUJIbHa», — OTIIapApoBaa DKCUS U TOJKHYIa Ky3UHY Ha TOJIbKO YTO YHABOXKEHHYIO
KIIyMOy.

— 41 oOBIYHAST, — TPOMKO CKa3aja oHa. — OOwIYHas, HO He CBOOOmHAS.

Wtak, cmpocuna cebs meByIIKa, YTO chean Obl Ha ee MecTe OOBIYHBIHM Ye0BeK? M3BUHUICS Obl
nepep [IxeimcoMm MoHTTOMepH U ToApyxKuics O0vl ¢ HuM. Ee peakuusi Ha coOOCTBEHHEIE
pas3MbIIIeHus Obljla MTHOBEHHOI: «JIyulie s 6ymy eCTh 3eMITIO».

BcnoMHEB, Kak OH CMOTpPeI Ha Kpacasully dpaHdecky, OKCus cxkKaja KyJaKd Tak, 4YTO HOI'TH BIMJIACH
B J1afloHb. TOIBKO BUepa OH CMOTpeJl Ha Hee, U B er0 I'Jla3axX YUTAJICS UHTePeC, — U BOT CErOfHs OH
yBUBaeTCS BOKPYT Ooratoi ®paHuecKy.

O ToM, 4YTO OH YCTPOUJI YTPOM, DKCHS OTKa3biBajach Jaxe gyMaTh. OueBUAHO, CMEX, TO U JEeJI0
3BYy4aBIIINI BO BCEX 3aKOYJIKax 3aMKa, MMeJl HEKOTOPOe OTHOIIeHNE K TOMY, YTO OHA IpsTanachk, 3-3,
HeT, OOMBIYIO YaCTh JHS MTPOBeJia B CBOEN KOMHATE.

— Bynb oH mpoKIST! — BOCKIKUKHYMa oHa. OH [JaXe He MOCYUTAJ HYKHBIM PaCCIIPOCUTH ee, IIPOCTO
MOIYCTHJI, YTO OHA PeBHUBA, MCTUTEJIbHA H... U CTIOCOOHA Ha yOUNCTBO!

Ha rnasa BHOBb HaBEPHYJIUCH CJIE€3bI, HO JKCUA cuepxkaia cebs. Ee B3rnap ynasn Ha IIeIKOBYIO
candeTKy C BHIIUTHIM feBU30M «Carpe diem». ITonb3yicst CErOOHAIIHUM OHEM. JIOBU MOMEHT. JTO
Ol ee meBus. bepu Bce, 4TO maeT Tebe KaxkKabii neHb. JIOBU COTHEYHBIM CBET, TAllld MaTMHOBHIN
IIUPOT C TTOMOKOHHMKA, HacC/TaXkOaucs MoleyeM, eClid eCTh BO3MOXKHOCTb, O0APCTBYi BCIO HOYDb U He
AyMaH, 4TO IIPOM30MAET 3aBTpa. Toxd CcKa3al, YTO OOHAXK/Ll Y Hee BOSHUKHYT CEPbe3HbIe
HEIIPUATHOCTH, €CJIK OHa GyneT PYKOBOOCTBOBATLCSA 3TUM OE€BU30M, HA YTO JKCHUs pacCcMedlaCk u
oTBeTHna: «Hamewcs. 3aT0 MHe He CKy4YHO».

«HenmpusATHOCTH — BOT Yero s X04y, — IOgyMaja AeByIIKa U paccMesijiacb. — MHe cliefyeT
IIOSIBUTHCSI Ha CTYTIEHAX foMa ['peropu 6epeMeHHOM. OTO IlepeYepKHEeT JOTOBOP. — YIEI0Ka uc4yesna
c ee ry0, 1 oHa cMopImIack. — Vnu xoTs Obl n36aBUT MeHSI OT HEOOXOOUMOCTH POXKaTh pebeHKa OT
CyMacUIeIero».

BraesamHo Jkcus cooOpa3uia, YTO Havyalo CMePKaThCs, HO HUKTO He MPHUIIes, YTOOk 3axKeUb CBEYH B
ee KoMHarte. CeronHs 00U I0Ka3ajly HaclaenHulle MelleHxoi1a, 4YTO OHU HE XyXe ee.

Okcum cTano 6e3yMHO kajb cebsi. HaxMypuBIIKICh, OHA CIPHITHYJIA C KPOBATH, pacipaBuiia IlaThe,
pacdecasna u cobpasia BOJIOCH ¥ HAllpaBUJIACh K OBEPHU. YKe HaXOMsCh Y IIOPOTa, OHA, IOaBIINCh
TIOPHIBY, ITOBEPHYJIACh, Iof0ekana K HeOOJbIIION 3TaXKepKe 101 OKHOM M CXBaTHIIa JeKaBIIUN Ha
Heill yenel. JTo OblJla eAMHCTBEHHAS Belllb, OCTaBIIAsICAd Y Hee Imocyie MaTepu. Yernel ObLJT CIIUT U3
HECKOJIbKUX CJI0EB TEMHO-CUHETO IIeJIKa U YKpallleH CKa30YHBIMU XKHUBOTHBIMU: IPAKOHAMH,
eguHOpOraMu ¥ rpudoHamu. B meTcTBe 0OHa YacaMu paccMaTpuBaia ero. Yemell OblT e IMHCTBEHHOU
BeII[bI0, KOTOPOM HeBYIKa OOpoxKuia 6osblile Bcero Ha cBete. OHa pefKo HageBasa ero — TOJIbKO B
TEX Clly4asx, Korfa e Hago ObIIo yCIoKOuThCA. Kak ceiiuac.
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[TpoxafHEIK BECEHHUE BO3MYX OBLT HAlOEH apOMaTOM IBETYIIUX IepeBbeB. OHA HE CTAaHET CKydYaTh
TI0 TEM, KTO JKHUJI PSIIOM C HE¥ B IOMeCThe, CKa3aja cebe JKcusi, Ha 6ery 3akasbiBasi 6y1aBKOu
yemel], HO e# OyfieT HeJoCTaBaTh 3TOTO Cafa.

Ei HUKTO He BCTPETHUIICHA, IIOTOMY 4YTO obHTaTeNMH 3aMKa YXKXHWHAJIA.

[Ipoiiast BOOJIb CEeBEPHOU CTEHEBI, PACIIOI0XKEHHOU Jabllle OCTaJIbHBEIX OT 3aMKa, DKCUs 3aMeTUIa,
YTO B OHOM MeCTe XKeJIe3Hble ULl 00710MaHbl. «Hamo 65l MOIPOCUTH KOTO-HUOY b TOYUHUTEY», —
II0fyMaJla OHa ¥ NOfHsIa rojioBy. BHe3amHo ee B3rysy ynan Ha BeTKy Ay0a, HaBUCIIYIO IIOf CTEHOM.
Kopa 0Orla cuIbHO IOBpeX/eHa. B mepByio CeKyHAy eil cTao TI000NBITHO, KaKue NelCTBUS
CalOBHUKOB MOIJIM IIPUBECTU K TOMY, YTO Ha BETKE IIOYTH HE OCTAJIOCh KOPHL.

— Tax BOT KaK OH npobpasicsi, — U3yMJIEHHO IIPOK3Hecsa JKCHUS U OTJIsgfesnach, HCIYTaBIINCh, YTO ee
ycrnbimaT. Ho BOKPYT HUKOTO He GBIITO.

HTak, oH 3aKMHYJI Ha BETKY BEPEBKY, a 3aTeM nepebparscs yepe3 cTeHy. HeT HuUero mpoiie, Korga
3Haelb, KaK 3TO CHOENaTh.

Hu MuHyTH He K0nebisach, IKCus NpUnofgHsia 100Ky u nmobexkana K capaio, YToOH TOOHITL BEPEBKY.
CrycTs HEKOTOpPOe BpPeMs OHa yzKe HaXOOUJIacCh M0 OPYTYIO CTOPOHY CTEHHI.

Ha mMruoBenue OEBYIIKaA IIPUCIIOHUIACh K KaMHSM, XPaHUBIINM OHEBHOE TEIITIO0. Boanu BupmHENuCH
O0Ma, I10Jid, HaCTGI/IHJ;a. Ona gaxe pa3in4duniia Jofell — He3HAKOMIIEB, KOTOPEIM HE€ IIJIaTUT OTEIl, —
IIPOTYIUBABIINUXCA II0 YIIXIAM. Ee cepane ydalleHHO 3a0uI0Ch, ¥ OHA, OXBaueHHAs CTpaxoM, yxe
C06paHaCB BEPHYTLCA Ha3a[, IIOA 3alllUTy CTEH.

Ho CTpax YCTYIIMII MECTO J'II-O6OHBITCTBy, Korpga CjieBa OT cebs, 3a YI'JIioM, 9Kcus yCIibIlllala MYyXKCKHe
ToJioCa.

OCTOpO}KHO, CTapasiChb He IIYMETh, OHA IIOAKPAJIACh K YIJIy U, BRITJIAHYB, YBUIEJIA TPHU IIAJIaTKH, HAQ
OOHOU u3 KOTOPEIX Pa3BeBaJICA MITaHOAPT C TPpeMA 30JI0TEHIMU JIEOIIapAaMHu.

— MoxeT, ecnu OBl 51 3aIKXal eMy B TJIOTKY O0YOHOK caxapa, ero HaCTPOeHUe YIy4dIlIuaIoCh, —
IOHEeCJIOCh M0 DKCHUMH.

OHa oTHpsIHyJa, HO yCIIena y3HaTh 6€CeIOBaBIIMX MyKUYHUH: 9TH ABoe Obiiu ¢ HUM. C TeM, KTo... OHa
HY 3a YTO He BCIOMHUT 00 3TOM!

— W 60490HOK TOXKe? — ITOMHTEePeCcOBasICs APYTOH.
— W 604oHOK. [IIMpoKUM OHOM BIIEpPEL.

«IHTepecHo, 0 KOM OHU TOBOPSAT?» — CIpocuiia cebs Ikcusi. Ybe HaCTpoeHUe HAmo yaydimuTh? He
ee mu? TombKo OBl He ee. HeT, mepBBIA CKA3all «ero».

— YT0-TO CTpPAIIHO PACCTPOMUJIO €T0, — 3aMETHUJI BTOPOM. Y Hero OBIJI OUeHb IPUATHBIN I'0JIOC, HO 10
TOHY MOXKHO OBLIO 3aKJIIOYUTh, UTO OH CTapllle CBOero cobecemHuKa.

— CoMHeBaloCh, YTO [eJ10 B Hacnenuuie. Hy u kpacaBuma! [Jo6past, MArkas, CKpOMHas.
HeyouBuTenbHO, YTO OTEI] lepIKall ee B3alepTH.

[Tanbie JKCUHU CxKalu LHepLHaBBIfI KaM€EHb.

— Iymarto, ero 6ECIIOKOUT Ta, ApyTrasi, — IIPOMOIXKaJ APYKUHHUK.
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[TepBbIll GEIPKHYIL.

— Orta Munamka? BepHo, ee rpyab JeHCTBUTENIBHO MOXKET CBECTH C yMa, HO TOJIBKO HEHOPMaJIbHbIN
COTJIaCUTCS KUTh C Merepou. Bon oH. IIpsubcs.

OKcus B U3yMJIEHUM TaK IIMPOKO pacliaXxHyJlia I'fla3a, YTo OHU 3abonenu. ['pyns, cmocobHas CBECTH
Myx)uuHy c yma? Ee rpyngs? 3HauuT, «Ta, Apyrasg» — oHa? OHa omycTHIa r/1a3a Ha CBOIO Tpynb, OyATO
BHIEJIA ee BIiepBhle. Benb el melCTBUTENIbHO HeYNOOHO CrlaTh Ha XKUBOTe. Ho Kak OHa MOXKET CYOUTh
0 pa3Mepe CBOEU I'Py[u, eC/IU e’ He C YeM CpaBHUBAThH?

[Tpupona maBHO MOTPY3UIaCh B HOYHOM MpaK, HO I'Ia3a [eBYIIKH YCIIeNId MPUBHIKHYTh K TEMHOTE.
OHa yBU[eJa, KaK XyOOIIaBhIl I0HOIIA — OfUH U3 OXPAaHHUKOB, HAHSATHIX OTIIOM, — BLICKOJIB3HYJT U3
TIaJIaTKY CO IITaHZAPTOM U IIOCIIEIINI K OpOoTe, BefIlel B IepeBHI0. Yepe3 CeKyHAY OTTYAa BhILIET
«OH» ¥ PACTBOPHJICS BO MpaKe.

CxkuraeMasi moOONBITCTBOM, DKCUS mTofbexkana K MmanaTke 4 mpobpaack BHYTpb. YTO OH 3a
yesoBeK? EMUHCTBEHHAs cBedya 0TOpACkIBaia TYCKIIBIA KPYT CBETa, OCTABIISIS YTIIbI TAlaTKX B
TeMHOTe. CKpOMHOe YOPaHCTBO COCTABJISIIN CKJIQMHBIE CTOJ U CTYJI U Y3Kas KPOBaTh, 3aCTeJIeHHAS
CYPOBBIMHU IIPOCTHIHSIMU ¥ TIOKPHITAS MIEPCTSIHLIM ofesiiioM. Ero omexmaa ymexasna Ha 60IbIIoM
KOXKaHOM [IOPOKHOM CYHAYKeE, U IEeBYIIKA, He YOePKaBIINCh OT cobla3Ha, MOTIafunia MATKUM OapxaT
Y HeXHBIU aTjiac.

OKCHS OTIMYHO 3HaJa: O0Tell HUKOMY HUKOTA He IJIaTUJI CTOIBKO, YTOOH XBaTaslo Ha TaKKe IOporue
Hapsawl. HempolieHast MBICTIb TPOH3KUJIA €€ CO3HAHUE: HAapSABl A yxaxuBaHusi. Opexnaa, CIIUTas
CIlelIMaIbHO I TOT0, YTOOH cO0NIa3HUTh HaCTIeTHULLY.

[leByllIKa ¢ OTBpallleHUEM OTHEPHYJIa PYKY ¥ BHe3alHo ycibliaia myM. OH Bo3Bpalaercs! OH yxke
oTK¥HYI nojor! OHa IOCHeNIHo 3a8yia CBeyy.

— Kro 3mecs? — ¢ yrposoi crpocun [kemMu, U JKCHUs yBUOesa, Kak B ero pyke 01eCcHy MeTal.

Heyxenu oH yOLeT ee 3a TO, YTO OHA rpobpasack B ero nanaTtky? OHa CyOOpPOXKHO CTIIOTHYTIA U
UCIIyTaHHO IIpoJlelneTana:

— 97O 4.

— O, — pOBHBIM T'OJIOCOM, JIUIIEHHBIM KaKuX-TH00 aMoIui, mporoBopuil [Ixkemu. — PasgeBatica u
JIOKHUCH. £ BEPHYCh Yepe3 MUHYTY.

Y Okcum OT youBleHUs OTBanuIach 4emocTb. OH 3a0bl1, KTO OHa Takasi? YTo oH cebe 1O3BOJIIET?
OHa He BH[IeJla, KAK OH HAaXMyPUJICH.

— Tet Ta, Koro mpucinan CMUT, BEPHO? — YTOUHUII OH. [[KeMU TPYIHO OBIIIO COCPENOTOYUTHCS,
IIOTOMY YTO OH HeMaJlO BHIIUJI 3a 3TOT AE€Hb.

— [I-ma, — OpsiKHYyIa JKCHUs.

«IlyCcTh nyullle OH CUUTAET MEeHs NePeBEHCKOU IeBYOHKOH, YeM TOU, KTO YTPOM BBI3BAJI €r0 IPOCTh».
— OtnuuHo! Pa3meBalics U 3aXTu CBedy. f X04y IOCMOTPETH, 3a 4YTO IjIavy.

U tyT OKcuda Bce noHgna. «boxe mou! Ilnatut!» OH pemuns, 4To OHa...

— 3aXTU CBET, 1 CKa3all, — PABKHYI [[XKeMu.
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— Het! — B manuke 3aKpudalia JKCHus u Cpa3y XKe B3dJla cebs B PYKH. — He MOTY, MO T'OCIIONUH., —
OHa HEMHOTO U3MEHHJIa TroJIoC.

— W moyeMmy ke TH He MOXKEIIb 3aKe4b CBET? — Pa3[pakeHHO 0CBeNoMuUcs J[IKeMu.
OKcus MUXopagodyHo coobpaxkania.

— 4 ypopnuga, cap. 4 odens, oueHb ypoanusa. Ocma. [IpocTo KyTs. — [laxe Ha paCCTOSHUAU OHA
II0YYBCTBOBaJla €ro oTBpalleHrue. — Ho, — MHOTO3HaYUTEIbHO (BO BCSKOM Clly4ae OHa HaJessach,
YTO B €€ TOHE CHIBIIIUTCS HaMeK) mobaBuila OHa, — MHEe TOBOPUJIH, UTO Y MEHS TPynb, CIIOCOOHAs
CBECTU MYXKYUHY C yMa.

[2KeMu HerpOMKO PacCMEesICA.
— Tlonarato, s DOMXKEH 3TO IIPOBEPUTH, ITPABUIBHO? — CIIPOCUJI OH U IIATHYI K HEH.

Yro Teneps? OTKpHITECA? ECu 0H mOCMesT OTLIIeTIaTh ee Ha rjla3ax y BCeX JOMOYafleB, TO YTO OH
CHellaeT Terephb, KOT[a OHU OOHU? A 4TO OH CHejlaeT, eC/IM OHa MPOAOJIXKUT BhaBaTh ce0st 3a

OPyTryio?
«Carpe diem», — BHE3aITHO ITPOMENIBKHYJIO B €€ MO3TYy. JIOBU MOMEHT.

OH cTosiN epen HeW, HO B TEMHOTe JKCHUS He BUJella ero, JUIIb YyBCTBOBaja ero npucyrcraue. OHa
olIyllfaaa 3amax ero gblXxaHus, CIOKOWHOTO U B TO Ke BpeMs MOIIHOT0. Ee HeMHOr0 IOKKPOBAao TO,
YTO OT HET0 IIaXJI0 BUHOM.

— Hy? — npoussec [Ixxemu, OyaTO 0XKKUaas OT HEE YETO-TO.

«Ho gyero? — HemoyMeBasa fieBylIKa. — YTO 5 COPOIIY OfeXAY HU...»

— 4 meBCTBeHHa, MOl TOCIIONXH, — ITpo6opMoTasa OHa.

— Yro?!

— ITa, — Gomee yBepeHHO CcKa3aja oHa. — f1 meBcTBeHHA. [IPOCTO S XOPOIIIO YMeI0 ITPUTBOPSITHCS.
IloragaBimch, YTO OH XMYPUTCS, DKCUS IPUKOCHYJIacCh MaiblleM K €r0 MYCKYJIUCTOU TPYAMN.

— YBepeHa, MOM rOCIIONUH, — IIPOIIeNTaia OHa, — BaM XOTeJI0Ch Obl IPOBECTH HOYD C
IeBCTBEHHUIIEN. Y KOTOPOU I'pyab, CIOCOOHAs CBECTU MYXK4UHY ¢ yMa. [Tokone6aBuIucsy, [IxKeMu TUXO
IIPOU3HEC:

— Ila, THI IIpaBa.

JKCHI0 IIOTPSACIIK HE CaMU CJIOB4, 4 TO, KdK OHHK OBITTH CKa3aHBI, ¥ ee CJIOBHO 001aio ZKapoM. Tenepb
MOZKHO BO3BpaIllaThCA B CBOIO KOMHATY U XKUTh CIIOKOMHO, IIOTOMY 4YTO OHA HAaKOHEII-TO
IIOYYBCTBOBaAJla, YTO MY2KYKMHAa BO3XKeJlaJll HUMEHHO €e€.

OHa cphenana mar, Ho J[;KeMU COBEPIIUI HEUTO, 3aCTaBUBIIIEE ee 3aMepPeTh: OH HAaKPhUT JIQfIOHBIO ee
rpynb. OT u3ymneHus JKCHUs NUIIKIIACh fapa peud. Ho oHa Bce paBHO He CMOTJIa HUYEro CKa3aTh,
KOTZla BHOBBL 00pejia ClioCOGHOCTb TOBOPUTE, IOTOMY UTO [[2KeMU NPUHUK K €e IPUOTKPHITHIM T'yOaM.

Ero noueny# ObUT HEKHBIM U JTACKOBBIM, U JKCHUS IOTSHYIACh 3@ HUM, KOT{Ia OH OTCTPaHUJICS.
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— Tl BeJTUKOJIEIIHAS aKTPKCa, — MPOIIEINTal OH, OMHON PYKOH IIPOMOJIKas JIaCKaTh ee I'Pyab, a
IPYTO¥M MOTrTaxkuBas 1o Ireke. — 1 OBl OTyMaJt, YTO Tl HUKOTA IPexXe He I1eJI0Balach.

— A s u He UenoBanack. Thl Hayuulnb MeHs? He oTBeTuB, [I2KeMU OMATH IOllenoBal ee. «Kak
IPUSTHO, KOTHA O0 TeOs JoTparuBalTcs, — momyMara Jkcusi. — Kakoe ke 3T0 HacnmaxneHue!» B
COOTBETCTBHUY C NMPUKA3aMH ee 0TIla, HU OJUH YeJioBeK, OyOb TO XKeHIIMHA UITH MyK4YKWHa, He CMel
npUOIU3UTHCS K Hel. DTO [eIajioch B IIe/IsIX COXPaHeHUs 3M0PoBhs Hacnenuunbl. Oguna Tom Kacasncs
ee, HO TOJIbKO KOTfa PSIIOM HUKOT'0 He OBIIO, la ¥ TO JIUIIb [0 IEeKW ¥ KOHYMKAMHU TaJblIeB.

He ymepxkaBiuch, IKCUs IpUKanach rydaMu K ero JIafloHU, U OH IIPUHSJICS TOKPHIBATH MOIENTyIMU
ee 111e10, NTULI0. [leByIlIKa BCe CUIbHEE JIbHYJa K HeMy.

— MeHs 30ByT [I;KeMHu, — IIPOTOBOPUII OH. — A Te0s?
— JImaHa, — NPEePHIBAIOIIAMCS T'OJI0COM OTBETHIA JKCHUS.

Kak mpekKpacHO YyBCTBOBATh MPUKOCHOBEHHUS €r0 KOXKH, KaK IIpeKpacHa O0JIM30CTh €T0 CUIBHOTO
Temna!

— IIa, 6oTUHS-IeBCTBEHHUIIA, — MOIIYTUN [KeMHu, 1 IKCUS Jorafasach, YTO OH yiabI0aeTcs.
BonpimmM nanbiieM pyKu OH IIPOBET 11O ee IIeKe.

— Y Tebs HeT ocniiH. Koxka rimagkas, Kak MpaMop.

— Ho xoTb Temnee?

— O, 3HaYUTENLHO TeIlIee.

YMmeneiMu OBUKEHUSIMU OH TMIPUHAJICA PACIIyCKaTh ITHYPOBKY Ha €€ IIJIaThe, U OHa IIOHAJIA, YTO €T0
HY2KHO OCTAaHOBUTL, HO HE YyCIIeJia, IOTOMY 4YTO Fyﬁbl IIPUHHUKIIN K €€ COCKaM.

— Tebe HpaBUTCSA? — crpocull oH. — CKax#u, 4ero tebe X04eTcs.

— He 3Ha10. — JKcus 3aKUHYJIa rOJI0BY, IOACTAaBUB ero rybam 1eio. — Bce HOBO [7I MeHS, HO TIOKa
3TO BCe MHE HPaBUTCH.

Ilo Hee goHeccs Tuxuu cMex [IxeMu. ETo pyKy CTpeMUTENBHO 3aCKOJIb3UIIU 110 €€ TeJly, ¥ BAPYT,
CJIOBHO ITO BOJIIIIEOCTBY, OfieXka yIaja Ha 3eMsio. OH IIPoAoIKall IMafiuTh ee HeXKHYI0 TEIIYI0 KOXY,
M KOTZla OffHa ero pykKa CIyCTUJIaCh BHK3, JKCHS IIOUYBCTBOBasa, 4YTO cjlabeeT OT OXBaTUBIINX €€
aMouui. Bce Teso Ob7I0 00BSATO XKeTaHueM.

IxeMu yOpas pyKy, 1 OHa pa304apoBaHHO IIPOIIeNTaia:
— Her.

B3siB eBYIIKY 3a IIJIeY’, OH OTOABUHYII €e 0T cebs.

— THI mencTBUTENLHO MeBCTBEHHA.

— OTO IJI0X0? — CIIPOCHUIa OHa.

— 970 Gosbliast OTBETCTBEHHOCTh, — CEPHE3HO OTBETHUI [I2KeMM, BHe3aIIHO [T0XKaJIeB, YTO TaK MHOTO
BBITIUII. — 91 HE BO3bMY TeOs.
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«TloxkanyicTa, He TOKKUAl MeHs», — YyTh OBIIIO HE B3MOJIUIIACh JKCHUSI.

— MHe... MHe HYXHHI ieHbI'. MBI OegHbEl. — OHa ITOBTOPUJIA TO, YTO YUTAJIa B IIOCIIaHUAX MOJIOMBIX
JIIomel MM CIIBIIIAJa OT HUX.

— Torpa gensru TBOU. bepu ux u yxogu.

OKcus MoHsMa, YTO OH celyac OCTaBUT ee, U, 0OHSB ero 3a Ielo, IpHXKajaach K HeMy BceM TejioM. Mx
pa3pgenana ogeXxpnga, KOTOPYIO Tak U He CHAN [Ixewmu. "

— He nokupay MeHs, [[:KeMu, oXKanyicTa, — XPUILJIO NIPOIIENTana OHa. — MHe Tak OIMHOKO, TH HE
IpefCTaBiIsaelllb, YTO MeHS XkeT B OymyuieM. OHO y2KacHO, 5 3Ha1. — ITo Oblla UCTUHHAS IIpaBa.

I:xkeMu Konebascs, XOTS YyBCTBOBaJI, UYTO OHa F'OBOPUT MCKPeHHe. Ec/iu OHa yponinBa U XKUBET B
0emHOM ceMbe, e OTKPBITA OHA HOPOTa — B IIUIIOXH. BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO, YTO TOT, KTO JIMIIIUT €e
IeBCTBEHHOCTH, He OyHeT C Hell Tak HeXeH, Kak 0OH. KpoMe Toro, oH 6e3yMHO XkKeJlaeT ee, KejlaeT
TaK, KaK HUKOTa HUKOTO He JKeJajl, ¥ 3TO He UMeeT HUKAKOI0 OTHOLIEHUS K KOJIMYECTBY BHIITUTOTO
BHMHA.

OH 00HSTT ee U CUIbHO ITpuXKar K cebe. Ero pyku, IOTIafiuB ee CIUHY, CITYCTUIUCH K OKPYTJIBIM
sroguiiaM. Y Hero HUKormaa He OBIJIO IeBCTBEHHUIIB, eMYy He MPUXOAUIIOCEH CIIaTh C XKEHIIUHOH, 0
KOTOPOM He [I0TparuBasiCsi HU OOUH MYyXKYUHA.

— ¢ x04uy 3aIIOMHUTE 3Ty HOYb Ha BCIO XKM3Hb, — IPOIIeNnTana JKcusi. — 1 Bcerma 6yay BCIIOMUHATE
ee. MoxXeT, Thl IPUTBOPHUIIIBCS, YTO... YTO JIIOOUIITE MEHS? — POOKO IMOIPOCUTIa OHA ¥ TPYCTHO
nob6aBuia: — HukTo HUKOTA He M00un MeHs. U He momobuT, 1 mymaro.

IIKeMU PeIus, YT0 OHa UMEET B BUAY U3PHITOE OCIIUHAMMU JIUL0, TIOTOMY YTO HE BUOENT HUKAKUX
IPYTUX HEOCTAaTKOB B XKEHINKHE, KOTOPYI0 o6HUMas. OHa Ka3ajach eMy YMCTOM U HEeTTOPOYHOU U
naxe Ooyiee KpacuBoy, yeM [lvaHa, G0THUHS JTyHEL.

— HaBepHoe, s1 MeNCTBUTEJIbHO JTI00ITI0 Te0s1. — JInIb IIPOM3HECS 3THU CJIOBA, OH OO KOHIIA OCO3HAJI
WX CMBICJI 1 IIOIIPABUJIICA: — Ho Tonpko cerogHs HOYLIO.

— OTOr0 J0CTAaTO4YHO.

Ixemu mpuxuMal ee K cebe, a IKCUS 1IeI0Bajla ero JIUI0 U IIIel0.
— Thl CHUMEIIBb OfleXAy? — CIIPOCHUJIa OHA.

— Her, THI cHUMEIIE ee.

Oxkcust rybamMu IIOYYBCTBOBAJA, KaK OH YIIBIOHYIICS.

—_— H? — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA C TAKHM 3HTY3HA3MOM, YTO OH 3daCMedAJICA. — A MOTY g OOTPOHYTBLCA A0
TeOs?

— Ia, OuaHa, mobuMasi, Tl MOXKeIb TOTPOHYTLCS N0 MeHsI, — rpoMye 3acMmescs [KeMu u,
TIOIXBATUB €€ Ha PYKU, 3aKPYKHUJICS 10 mmanaTtke. — CerogHs ObLT y2KACHBIN NeHb, HO THl BBIJIEUUIID
MEHS, Thl CTaHeIllb MOeU Harpajiox 3a TO, YTO MHE IPUIIIOCEH TIEPEXKUTh.

«W THI, TH Harpaja 3a TO, YTO MHe MIPUIIIOCH UCIIHITATh 3@ BCIO MO0 XKU3Hb», — IOAyMaa JKCHus.
OOHSB ero, OHa MOHSa, YTO BIEPBHIE YYBCTBYET ce0s1 TaKOW CUACTIIUBOM.
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— Leny# meHs. Llenyit MeHs, ToKa MOY I'yOBl He OHEMEIOT U s He CMOT'y IIPOM3HECTH HU CJIOBa.
— IIa, — onsth 3acmesncs [xemu. — 4 Oyny LenoBaTh TeOS BCIO.

— A a1 — T1e6s1. Ho Kak MHe CHSTB ¢ Tebs ogexnay? OH moMor eit pa3feThb cebsi, ¥ OHa C YUCTO
IEeTCKUM JIIOOOIEITCTBOM, ITOJCTETHYBIINM €0 BO30yKIOeHUe, TPUHSIACh UCCIIEIOBATh ET0.

— A MOXHO MHe JOTPOHYThCS [0 TeOs BOT 3[eCh? — CIIpOCUJIa JKCUS, U ee PyKa CKOJIb3HyJa eMy
MEXK[Y HOT.

YV [I:kemu He OBLIO CHUJT OTBEYATH, OH JIUIIIb 3aCTOHAT U, [TOJIOKUB MNEeBYIIKY Ha KPOBATh, IIPUHSIIICS
HEHCTOBO JIaCKaTh ee MMPeKpacHoe Tejo, IPUKOCHOBEHKE K KOTOPOMY JOCTABJISIIO €My He3eMHOe
0J1a3KEHCTBO.

OKCHs nexkarna HeloJBUKHO, HaclaXkaasiCh TeM, YTO OH C He¥ menas. Effl HpaBUIOCh YyBCTBOBAThH €TI0
ryObl Ha CBOEM I'PyQH, ero pyku y cebs Mexny Oefiep, ero manel BHyTpu cebs. Korma oH ner Ha Hee U
OHA OLIyTHJIa Ha cebe BEC ero Teja, ee 0XBAaTUI BOCTOPT.

— 4 mo6mio Tebs, [IxkeMu, — MpoIlenTana oHa. — 1 1060 Tebs.
I>xeMu IIPOMOJTYasI ¥ Hayall BXOJUTE B Hee. Ee KpHK 3acTaBUII €ro0 Pe3K0 OCTAHOBUTHCS.

PemuB, 4T0 4eM-TO He yroguila eMy 1 4TO OH HaMepPeBaeTCsA OCTAaBUTE €€, JKcusl, HeyMeJIo ITIOOHSB
6e)1pa, IIpUHSAIIA B cebs1 ero mjaoTh — U €IBa He 3allllaKalla OT Oomu.

— Mumnas mos, — IIPOT'OBOPHUII ,]:[}KeMI/I, N30 BCEX CUJI IIBITAaACh COXPAHUTE KOHTPOJIb HA[ 00601;1, "
CIIN3HYIJI CJIESUHKH, BEIKATUBIIKECA U3 €€ I'/la3, — He TOPOIIUCH. Y Hac BCa HOYB BIIEPEOH.

Korpga 607b mpotina, 9Kcus o0HapyKuiia, YTO HOBBIE OIIYIIeHHUS 0YeHb IIPUSATHHL.
— A MHe HpaBUTCS, — 3asBUJIa OHA U PAaCKUHyJa PpyKu. — Bo3bMu MeHd, [IxkeMu. f TBOA.

Ou 3acMmesinicss. OHa oT/IMYanach OT BCeX, KOTO OH Korfa-nubo 3Haj. Kak 6yaTo oHa He UMesia HU
MaJIetIero mpefcTaBlIeHUs O TOM, TIe U KaK Hafio ceGst BECTH.

— IIa, — mpoOopMoOTAas OH ¥ 3aABUTaJICs B Hell. ['Ta3a IKCUU pacCIIMPUIIUCh OT u3yMieHus1. OHa
nyMalla, 4YTO OH BOU[ET B HEE U 9TUM BCe OIPaHHMUYUTCS, HO TO, UTO OH fefan ceryac... O, 3To 65110
moTpsicaile! 3aKprIB riia3a, OHa, TOBUHYSCh MHCTUHKTY, BRITHY/IACh €My HaBCTpeuy. Korga ero
IOBUKEHUST YORICTPUINCEH, OHA 3aKUHYJIa HOTH eMy Ha CIIMHY U ITpuUXKaJsa ero K cebe.

Baopyr oH 3aMep, TOTOM COOPOTHYJICS U PYXHYJ Ha Hee. DKCUs ¢ 671aKeHCTBOM AyMaJjia O TOM, 4TO
€My XOpOIIIO, ¥ YOUBISIACh TOMY, YTO BCEI'0 MTHOBEHME Ha3al OH OBIN TSXKEeJBIM ¥ CUIBHBIM, a
TeTeph CTasl JeTKUM U 6e33alIUTHHIM, KaK peOeHOK.

OHa HeXHO IIOTJIaguiia ero Imo rojaoBe, CYACTIMBAs OT TOr0, UYTO CMOTJIa HOCTABUTh eMy
YOOBOJIECTBHE.

— Tebe ObITI0 0OYEHB O0JTBHO? — JTACKOBO CIIPOCHII OH.

— Her, coBceM HeT, — 4eCTHO OTBeTHIa OKCHUs. BHe3amHO OHa BCTpelneHynach. — 4 OomXKHa UATH. —
Benp Top GymeT uckath ee U, eCu He HalfleT, IOTHUMET TPEBOTY.

— Het! — BripBanock y Jxemu. O6XBaTUB OEBYIIKY 3a TaJIHI0, OH IIPUXKaAJl ee K ce0e, HO CITyCTs
CEeKyH[y ociabui o0bsATHE U, OTBEPHYBIIKCH, TUXO MPOU3HEeC: — [la, KOHEYHO, ThHI IOIKHA UITH.
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«Jla IyCTh OHU MIIYT MEHS», — MogyMaa JKcusd. [la Kakoe eil Ieyio 40 TOTO, YTO ee HaudyT 30eCh?
Kaxk oHu HakaxyT ee? [TocamsaT mog 3aMOK Ha BCHO OCT@BILIYIOCS KU3HB?

[TpuxaBmuck K [I:KeMHu BCEM TeJI0oM, DKCHUs IIOBEPHYJIa K cede ero NuIio.
— Yt0 Myuaert Te6s1? — mpolenTana oHa. — Pacckaxu MHe.

[Tocrne cTONMBKUX OHEW TPEeBOT U BONMHEHWM [[3KeMu BIepBhle paccinabuiics U HacnaXkmancs 9TUM
COCTOSTHHEM.

— 4 He 3HaI0, KaK 3alIUTUTh ee, — OTBETHUJI OH, IIPeAToJiaras, 4To AeByIllIKa He IIOHUMAaeT, 0 Y4eM OH
TOBOPHT.

— Ax na, — HeOpexkHO npousHeciia Jkcus. — Hacneguuily. — I'onoBa [[:KeMu yiexkasa y Hee Ha
njede, a OfHa Hora Oblyla 3aKMHYTa Ha ee HOTU. «MH C HUM KaK OOHO liejioe, — MOAyMasia OHa, — 1
BO3HHUKAET OIyIneHue, OYOTO TaK U JOJIXKHO OBITh». — OHa Tak BaxKHa s Te0s?

— 41 He UMel0 TpaBa MPOBaIUTh 3TO 3amaHue. OT MeHs 3aBUCAT aogu. Ho ¢Gyprousl... — BHe3anHo
Ixxemu 6€3yMHO 3aX0TEJI0Ch CIaTh.

— IIa, GyproHsl, — CKPUBUBIIIKCE, TTOBTOPHUIa JKCHs. OHa MeuTaja MyTeIlecTBOBATh 10 AHTJINH, He
npuBjekas K cebe BHUMaHus. Ho oTel mpucian 9Tu gypaukue Qyprossl, KOTopele, 663 COMHEHUS,
HAOUTH HECMETHEIMU OOTaTCTBAMM, U TeIepb OHU OYAYT Pa3zKUTaTh JI0OOIBITCTBO XKUTEJIEH BCEX
IepeBeHb ¥ TOPOMIOB Ha cBoeM IyTH. EnBa 3aBupeB uMs MeilifieHxo11/a, Togu OyAyT TapalluThCs Ha
Hee, BepHee, Ha PpaHueCKy. IKCUs TPyCTHO B3[OXHYJNa. — Ecnu Ovl g Oblyla HaclemHULEN
Meiinenxona, To 0093aTenbHO chesana Obl Bce, YTOOBI OBITH APYTOM.

I>KeMu COHHO YIBIOHYICS.
— U keM xke? Pa3Be ecTh KTO-HUOYIb MOTyIlecTBeHHee Hee? ToTbKO KOpojieBa AHTIINH.

— Hert, KkoHeYHO, He KopoJieBa. 51 Gbl MPUTBOPHUIIACK... OOBIKHOBEHHOM. HampuMep, xKeHoH Kymia. 7
OBl OCTaHABNIMBAJIACh B IPUAOPOKHBIX TOCTUHUIAX UM HOYEBasla B TaKOM IanaTKe, Kak 3Ta. A Obl
chenarna Tak, 4TOOH HU OfiHA AyIlla He 3Hasa, KTO 4.

— Ia, HO JIIOOY BUOEIH €e.

— KT0? — yguBunack Jkcus. — { Cibllllajna, YTO BCIO XXKU3Hb €€ AepKaJjly B3alepTHy, Kak IIJIEHHUIY.
Hukorpa He BeIIyCKanu 3a BopoTa. [lymaro, OHa HU pa3y He BUejla MUD 3a CTeHaMU 3aMKa, He
CMOTpeJa IpeficTaBlieHle KyKOJIbHOTO TeaTpa, HUKOTHa He ObiBajsia B cobope, He BCTpedanach ¢
JII0ObMHU, HUKOTTIA. ..

[lKeMu paccMmesisics.

— V¥ 1e6s 6oraToe BooGpaxeHnue. dpaHyecka Tak KpacHBa, UTO Bceryia OyfeT mpuBieKaTh K cebe
BHUMAaHUe, rae Obl OHa HU Haxomausach. Eciu Obl MBI C Hel Iy TEIIeCTBOBaIM BOBOEM, MHE Obl BCe
PABHO MPHUIIIOCH MOTPYOUTHCS, YTOOBI 3ALIUTUTD €e.

— MoxeT, MHEe CTOUT 3apa3uTh ee OCIIOK? — C TOTOBHOCTHIO IIpenJIozxKuiia 9kcus. [IkKeMu CHOBa
3aCMedIcCs.

— 2Kanp, s He Mory B3sTh Tebs ¢ co60ii. MHe xopo1io ¢ ToOou. JIerko.

— O pa! 4 OvI ¢ yIOBONIBCTBUEM IT0€Xasia C TOOOM, — C IeTCKOW HauBHOCTBIO BOCKJIUKHYJIa DKCHSI.
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— VBRI, — I'PyCTHO IpoU3HeC [IXKeMu, — s He MOTY.
— ITouemy? [ToTomy uTO g yponnusa? Tsl OyHelb CTECHATHCS MEHS?

I>keMu He 3HAJI, YTO OBl UCIIBITAJI, €C/ii OBl yBUAeN [JuaHy TPy DHEBHOM CBeTe, la ¥ He CUHUTall
HY2KHBIM 3a[IyMBIBAaThCS HaM 9TUM.

— Ona MoxeT yOouTh Tebs.
— Kro? KoMy noHapmobutcst youBaTb MeHs?

— Ky3une Hacneguuiel. ®paHyecka, HaclemHUIIA, MUATIas U JoOpast KeHIIHA, HO ee Ky3WHY TTI0XKeT
PEBHOCTE.

— O? — T'onoc 9kcuu gporHyn. — OTKyOa THl 3HaElllb, YTO V Hee HeT MPUYUH, YTOOH COBEpPIIATh
CBOH... CBOM 3707essHUS? 2KeHII[MHa MOXKET BUMETh XXKEHIIMHY B OOMHOM CBETe, a MyKYWHa — B
OPyroM.

— Kaxk s Te06s, ma? 115 MeHs T IpUBIeKaTeIbHA, a A7 APYTUX — YPOHAIUBa?
— Botr uMeHnHO. Ho 4TO KacaeTcs Ky3uHbl: HeyXKe/Iu B Hell HeT HU4Yero X0poLIero?

— CHauarna s gyMall, 4To eCTh, HO IIOTOM OKa3aJjloCh, YTO OHA He TaKas, KakKoi s cebe ee
IpeaCcTaBIsam. J HeHaBUXKY JIXKEI0B.

— Bo3MoxHO, y Hee ObUIM IPUYUHEL CONraTh. — OT BOJIHEHUS TOJI0C DKCUY 3a3BEHE]L.
[>KeMy IPUTIOAHSJICS Ha JIOKTE.
— Tw1 roBOpHUIIE TaK, OyATO 3HAKOMA C Hell.

— Her, ecTecTBeHHO, HET. Pa3Be Takasl, Kak 51, MOXKeT ObITh 3HaKOMa ¢ Hei? Ho s 3Ha0, YTO 3HAYUT
MMETh CTApIIyI0 CeCTPY-KpacaBuIy.

— A oTkyna TeGe U3BECTHO, YTO €€ Ky3WHa He KpacaBuila? ['yObl OKCUU CKAIKMCh B IPSIMYIO JIUHUIO.

— §1 cyXy 1o ToMy, Kak TH TOBOPHUIIH 0 Hel. Korpa Tel roBopuis 0 Kpacasulle dpanuyecke, y Tebs
OOVH TOH, a KOTJla — O ee Ky3uHe — ApPYyroH. 1 BCIO XKM3Hb CTAIKUBAIOCh C TEM, YTO UMEHHO TaKUM
TOHOM T'OBOPSAT 0 Moe# cecTpe. Ho HUKOrma 060 MHe.

— WHorpa XeHIIWHE HYXKHO HEUTO 00JIblllee, YeM KpacoTa, — 3aMeTu [IKeMu, ToAyMaB O
Bepenrapun. 9Kcus cpady ke IMOYyBCTBOBAJIAa, YTO €T0 HACTPOEHUE U3MEHUIIOCh. — THI IOEMelb K
MOeH cecTpe, — IIPOU3HEC OH Tak, OYITO OKa3kIBAJl €M YeCTh.

— K tBOe cecTpe? 3auem? Yt0?..

— 4 He ocTaBmio Te0S Ha BOMIO CyAbORL. [Iocyie 3TOM HOUU ST YyBCTBYIO Ce0s1 OTBETCTBEHHEIM 3a Tels.
Ia, — mporosopu [IkeMu, 1 DKCUS [oTafianack, YTO OH yibi0aeTcs. He BEI3EIBAIO COMHEHUS, UTO
upies MPUIIaCh €My 110 BKyCYy. — f 0CTaBIII0 MUCHMO U OEHbI' 7151 TeOs Y YIPaBIAiouero
Meiigenxona. 3aBTpa e TH OTIPABUIILCSA B yTh. f HANUIILY ceCTpaM U IPenyIpexy UX 0 TBOEM
npuesfe.

OKCHIO IOTPSCIIO ero Benukonymre. HUKOra B )KM3HU OHa He IoJly4asia CTO/Ib IIeAporo mofapKa.
OOrIYHO Ha Poxk[ecTBO BCce XKfasiu MOAapKoB OT Hee. JIuik oT Toma oHa 00s3aTeNlbHO MoTy4ara
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Kakou-HuOymb cyBeHup. [laxe OpaHyecka HUYETO He [apuia eid. M BOT COBEPIIEHHO YyKOW YeJI0BEK
IIPOCHUT YV Hee pPa3pelIeHus B3sITh Ha ce0s 0TBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a BCIO ee Xu3Hb. Heyxkenu Bce OeqHSAKA
TaK OOOPH ¥ BENTUKOOYIIHLI? B cBouX (haHTa3UsIX OHA MPEeCTaBIsAIa, YTO OeJHSIKY JTI00ST APYT Opyra
Y BCerna rOTOBHI IpUUTH Ha noMolb. Kaxnaeii rog ®panyecka yesxkasa Ha Mecsl K CBOUM
POICTBEHHUKAM, U JKCHUS MBITalaCh BOOOPA3UTh, YTO 3TO TAKOE — MMETh CEMBIO.

— TBos cecTpa KpacuBa? — IIOMHTEPECOBaIach OHa. — Kak u ThHI?

— OTKy[za TH 3Haelllb, Kak f BEIIIAXKY? Pyka [[:KeMu CKOIb3HYIIA 10 Telly JKCuu. EMy HpaBUJIOCH
YyBCTBOBATH 10T JIal0OHBIO ee Oefpa, IPynb, IJIOCKUH KUBOT. A DKCHS TEM BpeMeHeM JINX0PafloqHO
WCKalla OTBeT.

— 41 Bunmena 1ebs. Twl... [J2KeMH IIOIEJIOBAJI ee.

— Momyu. 4 He x04y, 4TOOB 000 MHE CYIUIIU IT0 MOeH BHEUTHOCTH.
Oxcus yneibHynack. [IoBepHYBIIKUCH Ha 00K, OHA 00HSIa ero.

— Bo3pmu MeH4 ellle pa3. [ToxkanyucTa.

— Ha, — mporrenTan [IXXeMu ¥ IPUHUK K ee Ty6aM. Temeps OH He CIEIINII, HaclaXaasch KaXIbIM
MT'HOBEHMEM MX 0JIM30CTH. DKCHS BCEM TEJIOM BIIMTHIBAJIA €r0 JTACKH, HO 0C000e YIOBOJILCTBHE el
MOCTABIISJIO TO, YTO OHA YYBCTBOBasa ce0s ¢ [[2KeMu eqUHEBIM IIeJIRIM ¥ He MCIIBITHIBAJA XKYTKOT0
cTpaxa mepej OqUHOYECTBOM.

Korpa Bckope [IxkeMy B U3HEMOXKEHUH yIIajl Ha Hee, OKCUs IIOHSJIA, YTO OH ceryac 3acHeT.

I oXnmaBmKCh, KOTTla OeIXaHue BO3II00IEHHOT0 CTalo0 POBHEIM, OHA OCHIIAJIa ero JIULO MOLEeNyIMHI U
OCTOPOKHO BhIOpasnach u3 ero o0bsATUi. OHa Ofles1ach ¥ MPUHSANIACh B TEMHOTE IIAPUTh 110 IIOJTY B
IIOMCKaX CBOETO BHIIIUTOTO Yenlla, HO ero HUurge He Ob110. — «MaMuH denen!» — B IaHUKe ITOAyMala
neBymka. OHa roToBa JIMIIUTHCA Yer0 YTOOHO, TOJIBKO He 3TOr0. [laxke NeBCTBEHHOCTU, MBICIIEHHO
rno06aBuia OHa ¥ He CMOTJIa CAepXkaTh CMEIIOK.

— YT0 3TO OBLJIO?
OKcHs 3aMepJIa, YCIIBIIIaB CHAPYXKK MYKCKOH T'0JIO0C.

— 3JT0 30J10TO CTPAIIHO HEPBUPYET MeHsA. EC/u Ta TeHb 1IeBeNIbHETCS, 51 IPOTKHY €€ KMHXKaJIOM
IIpexfe, YeM BBHISICHIO, YTO 3TO TaKoe.

3asiBIeHMe CTPaXKHUKA 3aCTABUIIO DKCHUIO TIOHSTh, UTO CJIeAyeT COoOMogaTh 0CO0yI0 OCTOPOXKHOCTD U
KaK MOXHO OBICTpee BHIOpPAThCS U3 MajaTKu. Temneps, Korga [xkeMu He 0OHMMAJT ee, OHa HAKOHEI[-TO
3amasa ce0e BOIIPOC: UTO C Hel ceaeT OTell, KOra y3HaeT, YTO OHA OT[aJia CBOI0 HEBUHHOCTD He
TOMY, KOT'0 OH [iJist Hee BeIOpaj. OcTaeTcsl HafiesThCs, YTO BMECTe C JeHbraMu, IpeqHa3sHauYeHHBIMU
[JIST TOM, KOTOpyIo [I;KeMu 3Hasl 1o uMeHeM [IraHa, OH IepefacT U delell.

— IIpomuait, MOOUMEIN, — MIpOIIeNTaaa JKCUS U BLICKOIb3HYJIA U3 TTaJaTKH.

Ee rnazam He Hafo OBIIO IPUBLIKATh K TEMHOTE, a I0JIe 3PEHHUs CTPAKHUKOB OIPaHUYUBATI KPYT
cBeTa, 0TOpackBaeMblil (poHApEM, IOITOMY el yaanock mpodpaThcs MuMo HuX. OHa He cpa3y Hallllla
BEePEBKY M ucnyranach. Ho BOT ee maibIibl KOCHYINUCH IIEPIIABOM IIEHPKU — U BCKOpPE OHa OKa3aach
10 IPYTYI0 CTOPOHY CTeHBl. BHe3amHo BeTKa II0[ ee HOIOM XPYCTHYJIA, X OHa B CTpaxXe IPUCJIOHUTIaCh
K XOJIOOHBIM KaMHSM. Ee cepfilie TpOMKO CTy4aro.
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— HaBepHoe, 0enka, — cKa3aj OOUH U3 CTPaXHHUKOB, KOTOPHIX OTHEJIAIIA OT JKCHuHu CTeHa.

— Benka BeNMWYUHOM C YeJIoBeKa, — O0TO3BasICs Apyroi. Korma ux maru CTUXIH, IeByIIKa 6eroM
nepecekiia GPyKTOBEIH cafl ¥ CKPHITACh B CBOEH CIIAJbHE.

Ona He BUIesa, Kak Tox BBI6paJ'IC5{ 13 CBOETO YKPBITHUSA 3d BEICTYIIOM CTEHBI U MEJIEHHO 3aKOBEBIISA K
aoMy. Ero nuno OB1I0 XMYPO, a rojioBa HU3KO OIIyIIeHa.

I'maBa 8

— OH 3pecn! — 00bsiBuia PpaHyecKa, BOPBABIINCH B KOMHATY JKCUU U OTKUHYB IIOJIOT. PKUil CHOII
COJTHEYHBHIX JTy4yel U3 He 3allITOPEHHEBIX ITPOIIJION HOYhI0 OKOH OCTIEMuU AeByIIKy. — O, OH IIpeKpaceH
Kak bor, oH Tak mo6p, Tak BHUMAaTENIEH. A MaHepHl Y HETO KakK y MpuHIa. M oH caMblit KpaCUBBIN
MYXK4YMHa Ha 3eMJI€.

He 6r1110 HaJIO6HOCTI/I O6'BHCH5{TB, KTO UMEJICA B BUOY IIO0M «OH».

— A e1rie Mo¥t BO3m06IeHHEIN, — Tpo6opMoTana cebe IMof HOC DKCHUsI, CTPSAXUBAS C CeOs OCTaTKU
CHa.

— Yrto? Yto cKa3ana Mos 6emHast Ky3uHa?
— Huuero, ®panuecka. [Touemy ThI BcTasia Tak paHo? M 4To 970 Ha. Tede?
— XKenth menk. Pa3Be oH He 0oxkecTBeH? ¢ mpumnacia ero s cebs.

OKcus cMopInuiack. Ee oTel 4acTo UCIOIb30Ball UMEHME KaK [ePeBaOYHBIN MYHKT 7T QYProHOB,
TIEPEBO3UBINKX TOBap. M BCsIkmii pas3, Korma mpuOsBanmy menka u3 Opanuuu umm Koxa u3 Wramuwy,
OpaHYeCcKa He IIepeMOHUIIACEH U Opalia Bce, YTO i HpaBUIIOCh. ECTECTBEHHO, yIIPABISIOIMIEMYy OHa
3asIB/IsATIA, YTO TKAHb IMOHamoOuIach Hacmeguuie. YTo KacaeTcss IKCUH, OHA CYMTAJIA, YTO IJIOTHHIH
IIeJIK MEIIaeT Ja3aTh 0 JIECTHHUIIAM, KOTHa IPUXOOUT Iopa coOupaTh I0I0KK. A ¢ aTiaca He
CMBIBAeTCSI Kpacka. YeCTHO TOBOPSI, HapsIAhl MaJi0 HHTEPECOBATIH ee.

— [Ipunacna? — nepecnpocusna JKcus, 3eBast. — M CKOJIbKO XKe ellle IJIaTheB THl «IIPUIacaa» Ojis
nyTemiectBusi? HaBepHoe, y Te06s rapmepo0, IOCTOMHBIN CaMOM KOPOJIEBH, a?

OTOT BOIpPOC He TpeGoBasl OTBETA, TaK KaK DKCUHU OBII0O M3BECTHO, CKOIBKO JeHeT MOTpaTHIa WK
B3si7Ia ee Ky3uHa. [la u Ta 06 3TOM 3Hasa.

®paHyecKa IOBEPHYJIACh K 3epKasly, BUCEBIIEMY Hafl HU3KUM CTOJIUKOM ITOf OKHOM.

— To1 OBl TOCTTyIIIAMA, KAKOHM Y HETO IJIaH, — BOCKJIUKHYJIA OHA, TJISIAS Ha DKCHUIO B 3epKano. — A
Oyny BeIaBaTh ce0st 3a ero KeHy. — K ee ymoBoIbCTBHUIO, IKCHS PE3KO Cejla B KPOBATH.

— 3a koro?
[ToBepHyBIIKCH, PpaHYECKa OJapuiia Ky3uHYy MPUTBOPHO-TTACKOBOM YIIHIOKOIM.

— O T'ocmiopu, yXe mo3gHO. MHe Hafo 0exath. f Tak pafia, YTO THI CETOMHS [ONTO Clana. TeM caMbiM
THI IIPEIOCTABKIIA B Hallle PACIIOPSIKEHHE IIeJI0e YTPO, ¥ MHI C [I2KeMHU yCIIeNIk CTaTh JOOPHIME
npy3bsiMu. — C 9TUMHM CJIOBaMH OHA BHIIIIA U3 KOMHATHL.

OKCHSs OTIsimenach o CTOPOHAM B ITOMCKaX Yero-HUOYOb TSKEJI0r0, YeM MOXKHO OBITI0 OB 3aMyCTUTh
B IBEPH, HO He HallTa HU4Yero 6oJiee CTOSIIETO, YeM Ty(hu, KOTOPHIE He ITPOM3BENH IOYTH HUKAKOTO
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IIIyMa, KOrga yoapuiiucCe O JIYGOBBIG gocku. O4eBUIHO, ®pqueCKa CTOsAJIa B KOPHUOOPE U CIIyIlajia,
IIOTOMY 4TO OO0 IKcuHu MOHEeCCs 3BOHKUM CMEX. CHYCTH CEeKYHOYy CTYK €ee Ka6J'Iy‘-IKOB CTUX U
BOLlapHJIaChb TUIIIKHA.

OKCHsT OTKUHYJA Oflesisio ¥ 3aMepiia, 3aAyMaBIuuch. Ero xkeHo#? Yto 3agymana Opanyecka? Kak
OIOUH YeJI0BEK MOXKET 3a CTOJIb KOPOTKOE BpeMs MOCTABUTh TaKyl0 MacCy HEIMPUSTHOCTEH?

OKCHUS TOPOIIMBO OfieflaCh, CAMOCTOSTEJIbHO 3aTSHYB IIHYPOBKY, C COXKaJIeHHWeM IIOCMOTpesa Ha
3TaXepKy, rme 00BIYHO JIexKas 4Yerel] MaTepH, U BriOexkKaa u3 KOMHATHEL. Kak ke u3MeHuUnIach ee
ku3Hb! CHavasa Oblyla HOYb C [I2KeMu, a CerofHsI OHa OTIPABISETCS B CAMOe HHTEPeCHOoe
nyTellecTBUe B cBoel xku3Hu! Cobpas Ha Oery BOJIOCH B CKPOMHBIH ITy4Y0K, NeBYIIKa HallpaBuiach K
nmecTHHIE. «UTO HOBOTO YBUXKY 1 B IyTU? — CIIpammBaja oHa cebsi. — Koro BcTpeuy? Kakue HOBHIE
Omomga mompo0yo?»

PacnaxHyB IBepb B 3aJ1, JKCUS 3acThlIa Ha mopore. OH CTOSJ CIMHOM K OKHY, U TEIJIOe COJIHIIe
OCBeILIaJI0 ero IJIeYH, IIMPOKKE U CUIbHEIE. Ka3anoch, TOHEHbKUE JTYYUKYU 3alyTalluCh B €70 TEMHBIX
BOJIOCAX, CIIyCKaBIIUXCS Ha IIe0, KOTOPYI0 OHa TaK CTPACTHO LiefioBasla MPOIIION HOoublo. OH CTOS
BO3JI€ CTOJIa, a B pyKax y Hero Oblyla Kapra.

[Ipu BUOe ero pyK Ha JKCHUIO BOJIHOU HaXJIBIHYJIM BOCIIOMUHAHUS, €€ HOTU CTajld BAaTHBIMU, U el
IIPUIIJIOCE OTIEPETHCS 0 KOCSK, UTOOH! He yIacTh. Y3HaeT i OH ee? [TofgcKaxKeT i eMy BHYTPeHHUN
TOJIOC, KTO OHA?

3aMopras, JKCHUS 0TBeJla B3IJIAA OT [IxKeMu U yBupgena, 4To dpanuyecka u Tog BHUMATEJIBHO CMOTPSAT
Ha Hee, IpryeM Ha uile PpaHueCcKu UrpaeT CaMOMIOBOJIbHASA YiIbI0OKa. DKCUHM CTOUIIO HEMAaJIBIX
yCUIN# IpHUAaTh CBOEMY ULy OecCTpacTHOEe BHIpakeHWe: OHa He OOMYCTUT, YTOOH KTO-HUOYOb
goragascs O ee 4yBCTBax!

— Tlo6poe yTpo, — I0O3I0pOBaach OHAa, CTApasich, YTOOHI TOJIOC 3Bydas 6€33a60THO.

Topm, mpomonxkas MPKUCTAIBHO CIIEAUTh 3a DKCUEH, MOT4a MOKIoHuICS, OpaHuecka HUKaK He
OTpearxpoBajia Ha IPUBETCTBHUE, a J[KeMU 0TOPBAJICS OT KaPThl ¥ HAXMYPHIICS.

— ¢ BuXKYy, THI TIOOHUIITH MOCTIATh, — IIPOU3HEC OH C TAKUM BUAOM, OYITO MOJTYUHIT €1I1e OTHO
OATBePXKOEHNE ee HUKYEeMHOCTH.

[To ero B3rnsAmy 9KcUs cpaldy MOHSJA, YTO OH He y3Hall B Hell [[uaHy, ¢ KOTOPOU IIPOBEJI HOYb.

— He Bcernma, — Haudana Ob110 JKCHUS, BO3MYIIEHHAS TeM, YTO OH CYUTAET ee JIeHTIUKou. — OOBIYHO
s...

— Kakas pa3uwuiia, — o6opsan ee [[;keMu, mepeBes BTSN Ha KapTy U, OTMaXHYBIIKCh OT DKCHUH,
CIIOBHO OHa ObINIa MOCAMHOM TOMEXO0H, TPOIOIKUI: — MBI BCTPETUM (GYPTOHH 30EeCh U 3MECh...

— YTo TH fenaems? — 0CBeIOMUIIACh OeBYIIKA U CKJIOHUIACh Haf KapTou psagoM ¢ [Ixemu. Tox
IIOCIIEIINIT BCTATh PSAAOM C HEH.

— Jlopp [IxerMc npugyMall DOTpSCalouy Ijiald, — npoMypibikana ®pandyecka. — O, moxXKanyucTa,
pacckaXuTe ei, — MUJIO YIIBIOHYBIIKCH, ITIOIIPOCUIIA OHA.

OKcHs TPOTUB BOJHU YIeIOHYMack. ®paHyecKka roToBa Ha Bce, UTOOH MPUBJIEYD K ce6e BHUMaHUE
MYXKYHUHBI, JaXKe TPUTBOPUTELCS TIYIIOH ¥ 6€CIIOMOIIHON. JKCHUsS He pa3 3aMevasa, YTO Ky3uHe
TpebyeTcst TOpa3no MeHbIIle YCUTTUM, YeM ed caMoi, YTOOH JoOUThCS 4ero-mu0o oT MyxkunH. OHa
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MOTJIa HeCTH IIOJIHBIHN B300P, HO MyXK4YHWHAM, Ka>KeTCs1, HPaBUJIOChk BCE€, YTO OHa I'OBOPHJIA UIIN
gejiajia.

®paHuYecKa B3MaxHy/la pecHUIlaMu 1 Opocuiia Ha [[;KeMu IOJTHBIA MOJIbOBI B3TIIS.
— IToxarnyiicTa, — IIOBTOPHUJIA OHA.
C BUgMMOU HEOXOTOU [[2KeMU ITOBEPHYJICSI K JKCHUH.

— 4 oTnpaBul CBOMM POACTBEHHUKAM ITMCHEMO C IIPOCHOOM MpUCiaTh OXpaHy mis GyproxHos. Bce, KTo
YBUOUT UX, pPelllaT, YTO B HUX HAXOAUTCS HacliefHKIla MelileHX0Jjla CO CBOMM IIpuaaHbiM. Ha camoMm
JKe [lefie HacJleIHULEI TaM He OyneT. f HaHsI YenoBeKa, YToOH OH BhIgaBasl cebs 3a Hee.

— W THI HUKOTTIa He forafaelibcsi, KTo OyoeT urpaTh MO0 poJib! — BOCKNIMKHYTa ®paHyecKa, Kaas
PYKY Ha JIOKOTb [[:KeMu.

— A7? — mpepmnosnoxuia JKCUS.
Heyxenu ey, HaclnengHulle, IPUAETCS BhaBaTh ce0s 3a Ty, KOTOpas JIUIIb UTPAeT POJib HACTIEJHUIIE?

— EcTecTtBeHHO, HET! — oTpe3arn [[xKeMu Tak, OyATO 3TO IIPENoIoKeHHe 0CKopOuio ero. — 4 He
co0HparCch PUCKOBATh XKU3HBIO KEHIIUHEI, a Jio0as XKeHIIMHa, IyTelleCTBYoIIas B 3TUX Qyproxax,
IIOIBEPTaeTCs PUCKY.

Oxkcus obpazioBaiiack TOMy, 4YTO OH OOUTCS 3a Hee, ¥ TOCMOTpesa Ha Hero. Ho ero B3rmsp,
oOpallleHHHI Ha Hee, HaBeJl JEBYIIKY Ha MBICIb, YTO OH HEHABUMIUT €e€.

— CwMmurt! — Brimanuna ®panyecka. — TOT BEICOKUIM I0HOIIIA, KOTOPOT0 HaHsI namna. OH OymeT
BEIIABAaTh ce0s 3a MeHsI.

Okcus He cpa3y coobpa3uiia, YTO MO «Ialoi» mofipa3yMeBaeTcs ee oTell. Crnabas ynbi0OKa,
TIOSIBUBIIIASICS Y Hee Ha I'ybaX, MTHOBEHHO MCYe3Jia MOfl XMyPhIM B3rasgoM [[KeMHu.

— PacckaxurTe eii octanbHOe, — HacTauBasia ®paHuecka. — Brl IprayManu Takoi OIucTaTeIbHbIN
TIJ1aH.

I:xeMu, CBOUM BHIOM IIOKA3bIBasi, YTO Y HETO HET JKeJIaHUs YTO-TM00 pacCKa3biBaTh JKCHUH,
IIPUHSJICS CBOPAYMBATh KapTy B TPYOKY.

— 4 v gBOE MoUX MIOfiel TToefieM B ABYX Opyrux ¢yproHax. Mul 6ymeM BeigaBaTh ce0s 3a TOPTOBILIEB
TKaHsAMU. ['ocmoxka MeligeHX0nn OyeT MyTelleCcTBOBATh IO BUAOM MO€eH KeHbl. TakuM 06pa3omM,
uMs Melifenxoiia He OyneT mpuBIeKaTh Bceobilee BHuMaHue. — CyHYB KapTy IO MBIIIKY, [:xxeMu
IIPE3PUTEIIBHO Orisifen JKcu. — Hy, yTo eme?

9Kcus B3BOJIHOBAHHO CTJIOTHYJA. [ToyeMy OH Tak CEPOUTO CMOTPHUT Ha Hee?
— A Kak Xxe g?

— A THI He moefelns. TH OCTAHeIILCS 3[eCh. DKCUS MUIIKIACh Japa peun. OHa MOYyBCTBOBaIa Cebs
Tak, Oy[TO IOJT cue3 y Hee us-mof Hor. He moemet? OcTaHeTcs 3mech?

— B Tebe HeT HamoOHOCTH, — Tpopoikan [IxeMu. — MeHs HaHSIU OIS TOTO, YTOOH! 3alIUIIATh
HacegHULy MelieHxoa, a TH OIlacHa AJisd Hee. Thl yXKe IT0Ka3ajia CBOI0 PEBHOCTh U [ajia MOHAThH,
KakK JaJIeKOo MOXKEIb 3aiTH.
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OKcus OblyIa MOTpsiceHa. Eif oKa3aiock, 4To Aylia MOKHUHYJIA ee TeJI0 U, BUTAs Te-TO IO IIOTOJIKOM,
CMOTPHUT Ha Bcex Aepxy BHU3. He moenet? Ee 3amepnu B 9TUX CTeHAX, KOTA e OBIZIO TOJTBKO TPH
HEeIeau OT POMAY, ¥ [0 MPOIIION HOYM OHA HU pa3y He BEIXOAMIIA Hapyxky. OHa 3HaJa, 4TO IOCTe
3TOT0 MyTEIIeCTBUS ee OMSTh MMOCAIAT MO 3aMOK. W BOT cedac 3TOT YeJIOBEK 3asIBIIIET, YTO
JIUIIIAeT ee MOCNIeHel BO3MOXKHOCTY XOTh HEHAONIT0 06pecTu CBOGOY.

OKcus nepesesa B3riAn Ha OpaHyecKy. M3BecTue 0 TOM, YTO Ky3UHA OCTAETCS B IIOMECThHE,
NOCTaBUJIO TOM OIPOMHYIO PafioCTh, ¥ BCE €€ 3MOLIMU OTPa3UJIACh Ha JIUIIE.

[Tycts [Ixxemu MoHTroMepu He MTOMHUT IIPOILJION HOYH, HO OHA-TO 3HAET, YTO IIPEIoiHeCsIa eMy B
II0JIapoK caMoe LIeHHOe, YTO HMeJla, YTO IIpU3Hajach eMy B CBOell JTI00BU. A CETONHS OH 3asgBIIsET,
YTO HET HafloOHOCTH OpaTh ee ¢ COO0M B MyTEIIECTBUE, U TEM CAMBLIM JIMIIAET HaleKabl Ha
HECKOJIbKO Hefenb cBoOoael. OH OTKA3EIBAET € B TOM, Yero OHa Kejajia 00JIbIle BCero Ha CBeTe.

OKCHI0 BIIEPBHIE OXBaTUIIa TaKas OelneHas spocTh. HabpocuBurch Ha [IKeMu, OHA BIKUIACh HOTTSIMU
eMy B nu1i0. HUKTO He oxkuman oT Hee MOJ0OHOM peaklyuy, ¥ BCe, KTO HAaXOTUJICS B 3ajle, 3aMepJIH,
olIeJIOMJIEHHEBIE. B crenyoiiee MrHOBeHUeE [[2KeMU MOMATUIICA U 3aMaxajl pyKaMu, IIBITasiCh
3alUTHUTD JUI0. APOCTh TONMBKO MpubaBuia dkcuu cuil. CxkaB KyJlakK, OHa yaapuia [I:KeMu B rj1as u
OJIHOBPEMEHHO JIITHYJIa €r0 B I'OJIEHb.

— ¢4 HeHaBUXKY TebOs, HeHABUXKY, HEHAaBUXKY! — KpHUyaJja OHa.

Top mepsriit mpuies B ce6sg. OH eIUMHCTBEHHBIN IIOHUMAJI, YTO YYBCTBYET ceiyac Jkcus. [IpuxkaB
PYKH OeBYIIKU K 60KaM, OH OTTamui ee oT [[xkemu. K HeMy Ha IIOMOIIb y2Ke CIELIUIN TI0IN
MoHTromepHu.

— II-mm1, TMX0, — roBopwa Tof, Kpenko nmpuxkumas K cebe dkcuto. — KoHeuHo, TH noepenisb. Tebs
HUKTO 3[€Ch He OCTaBUT. [[2KeMHU BLITED HCllapallaHHbIe IIIEKU THIIbHOM CTOPOHOU NaflOHU U MOTHSAI
ronoBy. OfuH ero ria3 3alibljl. B3rnsHyB Ha nCIadyKaHHYI0 KPOBbIO PYKY, OH CKa3a:

— Omna He B cebe.

[Tpu 3THX croBax JKCHUS MOMBITaNach BEIPBaThCS, HO Tof, MpomonKas ynepKruBaTh ee, 3aKpudal Ha
BECh 3aJl:

— Opanyecka! Ckaxu emy!
®paHuecka TPyCTHO B3[IOXHYJa: OHa IIPeKPACHO IIOHKUMaJla, 4Yero UMeHHO X04eT OT Hee Tof.

— 4 He moeny, ecnnu Mos Ky3uHa JKCHUA He II0eleT CO MHOM, — yCTaJIo IIPOM3HeCa OHa, BCEM BUIOM
TIOKa3kIBasl, UTO ¥ Hee HeT HU MaJleHIlero xkejaHus IyTellecTBOBAaTh BMECTe C DKCHUel, HO OHa
BBIHY2K[€Ha TOBOPUTH TO, YTO OT Hee TpeOyioT.

[Kemu mepeBes U3yMJIeHHBIN B3rIsAL ¢ OpaHYyeCcKu Ha CyMaclleflyio, KOTOpyo gepxkan Ton. B uem
nesno? [ToueMy 3Ta guKapKa UMeeT TaKylo BIaCTh HaJ HaCIeTHUILEN?

— Bam HeT HamoOHOCTH AenmaTh 3T0, — 0oOpaTuiics oH K ®pandecke. Bosb B HCIlapallaHHOM JIHIIE
ycununack. — OHa HeHopMasbHas. OHa MBITanack yOUTL CHavana Bac, IOTOM MeHsl. MOXKeT, MHe
IIOCAAUTh €€ B KIIETKY?

Bce emie oxBaueHHas THeBOM, JKcus apoxana. OHa Obl HUKOTa He IPEATION0XKUIIa, YTO CIoCco0Ha
Ha CcToJb OypHOe nposBieHue 4yBCcTB. He exaTs? He exaTh?!
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Tog OTIIYCTHUIJI AEBYIIKY, IIOHAB, YTO OHA HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOHMJIACh.

— O®paHyecKa, — NPOrOBOPUII OH C YTPO30, — €CIIU THl He CKaxXelllb TO, YTO HyKHO, 1 BCe
pacckaxy.

®paHuecka ckpuBuiack. OHa 3Hana: Tof, 3TOT KOPOTHIIKA-4yJOBUIIE, pacCKaxeT jopay [xeumcy,
YTO OHA Ha CaMOM [ieJie He HaCJleNHUIa, ¥ TOTHa B TOMeCThe 0CcTaBAT ee. OHa HaOpasa B Ipyab
11000JIbIIIe BO3MyXa.

— JKcus He ImhTanach youtsh MeHs. OHa XoTena, YTOOH s pacuuxajaachk. HUKTO He mpefnoiarasi, 94To
MaprapuTki... — [la, OHa IPOU3HOCHUIa UMEHHO T€e CJI0OBa, KOTOPEIE OT Hee TpeOoBasu, HO
0e3XKM3HEeHHOCTHIO TOHA II0Ka3kIBajla, KaKOBO €€ OTHOIIEeHNE K CKa3aHHOMY.

— W? — nwacrausan Tog. OH ObIT IPEUCIIONTHEH PEIIMMOCTH NUIKUThE OpaHuecKy BO3MOXKHOCTHU YTO-
00 yTauTh.

— JKcus paccepauiiack, IOTOMY YTO XOUeT II0eXaTh C HaMH.

3as oryacuin rpoMkuit xoxot Puca, u gaxe Tomac ynbiOHysncs. Paccepaunach? 3HaYUT, TO, YTO OHU
BUJIETIY, Ha3bIBAETCS «paccepnuyiachk»? MyKUKHE, 3alllUINaoMye CBOI0 XU3Hb Ha IoJie OpaHy,
CpaXarwTCs C MEeHbIIeN CTPACTHOCTHIO, YeM 3Ta MaJIeHbKas XKEeHIIWHA.

HacmesBmuch, Puc BHUMaTENbHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha DKCHUI0. ['yCThle U AJIMHHBIE, N0 TaJIuU, BOJIOCH
IEeBYILIKN OKYTHIBANIK ee Mof00HO 6ecTsIeMy 30JI0TUCTO-KAIITaHOBOMY 00/1aKy, ee ITpyab y4alleHHO
B3OBIMasack. K cBoeMy u3yMieHuio, prillaph 00HapyXKuj, YT0 IKCHS Topas3fo IpuUBIeKaTelbHee, YeM
eMy [I0Ka3aJIoCh CHayvasla.

I:xeMu Konebascs, He B CUJIaX PelInTh, OpaTh ¢ co60M JKcuio unu HeT. PpaHyuecKa BITJISHYNIa Ha
Toma u OHSIA, YTO TOT COOMPAETCs COOOIITUTL BCEM, KTO UMEHHO SIBJISIETCS HACJIeMHUIIEH.

— IMoxarnyiicra, — OIATH IOMPOCHUTA OHa, X Ha 3TOT pa3 Mojib0a, OTpa3uBIIasics B ee ria3ax, Oblia
HUCKpeHHel. — Bemb MOXKHO K€ B3STh €€... B KaYeCTBe MOeH TOPHUYHOM.

— Jlyumie s O6yny ecThb... — Hadasa Oblsio OKcusi, Ho Tof OfepHY ee.

— 9T0 He ycTpauBaeT, — 6pocusn oH PpaHuecke. HeoBOIbHO CKPUBUBIIKCH, Ta IPOU3HECTIA:
— JlagHo, mycTh TOorOga JKcus OymeT Moel Ky3uHOM UIH CECTPOM.

— Ho 5 1 Tak TBOS Ky3WHa, — B3BUJIaCh JKCHUS.

— [Ila, BepHO, — cornacunack OpaHuyecKka U Orjsfesia Ky3UHy C HOT [0 TOJIOBHL.

IeByImKY SIBNSANIKU COO0M Pa3uTENbHBIA KOHTPACT: OMHA — B POCKOIITHOM IIJITaThe U3 KEJTOTO IIesKa,
PACIIUTOTO ThICSTYaMu roy0rix 6a004ek, a Ipyras — B IIPOCTOM IIjIaThe U3 IPy0Oo mepcTu. Barmsan
®panyecKy KpaCHOPEUMBO TOBOPHUJII O TOM, YTO €l TPYHOHO MOHSTh, KaK DKCHUS MOXKET ObITh ee
POOCTBEHHUIIEH.

Puc 3ameTun ee B3I ¥ CHOBA paccMesiyics, a ToMac MPUKPBIT POT PYKOH, YTOORL CIIPSITATh YIILIOKY.

— Tl He myMaelb, 4ToO MelaeHXoIyT IPEeAioKuI Tebe CIUIIKOM MaJio 3a CTOJIb CII0KHOE
3aflaHue? — LIenoTOM crupocull Puc y [Ixemu.

ToT mopmHSN PyKy, IPU3LIBAst BCEX YTOMOHUTHCS.
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— Pa3 yx s BHIHYXKeH OpaTh Bac 00eux, TO MHEe XOTeJI0Ch OBl OTIIPABUTh BaCc B Pa3HHIX KapaBaHaX,
HO, K COXKaJIeHHIO, ST He MOTY 3TOTr0 cfenaTh. — OH IMOCMOTpen Ha JdKcuw. — Trl Oymelsb

Iy TeIIecTBOBATh MOM BUIOM MOel cecTphl. — OH mpubIu3uiCsS K JeBYIIKe ¥ HaKJIOHUIICS K HEH Tak,
YTO ero HOC efjBa He Kacasics ee Hoca. — U ecnu y MeHs ¢ TO60M BOSHUKHYT XOTh KaKHe-TO
mpo6IIeMHl, S ITOT KOHBOEM OTIIpaBiio TeOs Halap. THl mMOHsIIa MEHs?

Oxkcus He 6osiytack ero. PemuBs, 4To He TIO3BOJIUT €My 3allyruBaTh cebsi, OHa IPUIOAHSIACh Ha
IIBITOYKAX U 3arjigHylla eMy B rja3a.

— Ilepep MUIIOM BCe MIPHUCYTCTBYIOMIKX KIISHYCh: S CHOEJIal0 BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOB IPEBPATUTh TBOIO
JKM3Hb B CIIJIOIIHOM KOIIMAap, ¥ €CJIH THI IOMBLITAEIIbCS MCTUTh MHE, TO 0YeHb 00 3TOM I0KaJIEEllIh.

I>KeMu, HUKOTTIa He CTaIKMBABIINICS C TeM, YTOOH XKEHIIIMHA OTHOCUJIACh K HEMY C TaKOM
BPaxkaeOHOCTRIO, OIIEIOMIIEHHO YCTABUIICS Ha JKCHIO, U JIUIIb IojIoc PpaHYECKY BRIBETT €70 U3
CTyIopa.

— A oH efieT? — crpocuia OHa, KUBHYB Ha Tofa.

[To ee TOHY MOXKHO OBLIO 3aKJIIOYUTE, UTO ¥ Hee HET HU MaJlelIllero XejaaHus BULETh 9TOT0
KPHUBOHOT'OT'O YPOJLA PSIOM C Co00M B TeYEHUE BCETO Iy TEUIECTBHUS.

[>keMu MpoBeJ pyKo 1o nmuily. OmHaXk/Ibl OH II0TIajl B IITOPM, KOTOPHIM, KaK IIEeTKH, pacKuaal
yeThIpe Kopabiis ; ogHaXK el eMy, Pucy u ToMacy MpUIIIOCh BTPOEM CpazKaThCs MPOTUB OBEHAAATH
TYPEIKUX COJIAAT; OMHAXKIbEI OH IIPOBEJI CEMb MECSIEeB B I'PSI3HOM 1 BOHIOYEH TIOpbMe, KHUILeBIIeH
Kpeicamu. Ho ceituac — o Boxke! — oH OBl COTIaCHIICS MPOUTH Yepe3 BCe UCIIBITAHUS ellle Pa3,
BMECTO TOT'0 YTOOBI UMETD HEJI0 C ITUMU ABYMS KEHITMHAMU.

Ixxemu r71y00KO B3NOXHYJ U 00BSIBUI:

— Ia, Tox noeneT ¢ HamMu. MelneHX0JUT HACTOSITENIFHO TPeOoBas, YTOOH 3TOT YeJIOBEK 0CTaBaJICs C
ero nouyepbio. — [IpuIIypuBLIINCE, OH IIEPEBeNT B3rIAn Ha JKcuio. — UTo KacaeTcst Tebs.. — OH He
MOT IIPUAyMaTh, YTO CKa3aTh €M, IIOTOMY 4TO 60SJICS MOCIenCcTBUM. — THL... TH pa3pucyellb GyproHsl
Tak, 4TOOHI BCe Cpa3y IOHAIN: OHU IPUHAAJieXkaT Kyniy. Hamelocs, Thl JOKaxXellb BCeM, YTO U OT
Te0s eCTh KaKasg-To [10J1b3a. — Pe3K0 [T0BEPHYBIINCH, OH CTPEMUTEILHO BHIIIEN K3 3aja. Ero monu
II0CTIeOBa/IA 3a HUM.

CxpoMHO 00CTaBJIEHHYI0 KOMHATY OCBelllajia OfHa CBeda, U [[KeMu JyMall O TOM, KaK OTpearupoBaja
OBl ero MiapiIas cecTpa, eciy Obl y3Hasa, YTO IIoMecTbe MeleHxoJna yno6Ho, Ho, TPOTUB ee
OXHUMAHUM, He 6JIeleT POCKOIIbI0. EQUHCTBeHHEIN, KTO O/IHCTalT B 9TOM foMe, Obiyta OpaHyecka.
Hapmo 6rl HamucaTh CECTPAM MUCHEMO ¥ 3aBEPUTH MX B TOM, YTO BCE HET XOPOIIO.

«9Ta IKcus noMenlanHas, — nucan [Ixxemu. — Ho OpaHdecka, HacnegHula...» OH OTIIOXKUJI MEPO.
®panuyecka — uyT0? JII0OUT CBOIO ITOMEIIAHHYIO Ky3uHY? [[2KeMu IpoTep riia3a U MOMOPIIHUIICS, KOTa
CJIy4alHO KOCHYJICS IIUIUKY Haf ra3oM. Het, 9kcus ynpasnsieT ®PpaHyeckod. B ueM xe
3aKJII04aeTCs ee BlIacTh? UTO 3a TaHy CKpHIBaeT AeBATHAALATUIIETHASA HaciaenHula? [loueMy oHa
coTJlallaeTcs AenaTh BCe, 4YTO OT Hee TPeOyIOT, Muillb OBl He OTKPHIBATh CBOM CEKPEeT?

A B xakux otHowmeHuAX Toxg u Ixcuga? MoxkeT, OHU TI000BHUKU?

[Tpu aTo#t MBICTHU [I2KEMU C TAaKOW CHUJION HaJaBWII IepoM Ha OyMary, 4To OHO CJIOMaJioCh, U
IIPULITIOCH 3aTaYUBaTh €70 HOKUIKOM.
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EMy HeT mena {0 TOro, YTO MPOUCXOOUT MeXKAy Ky3UHOM HaClIeOHUIL MelaeHxoa U... 4epT ero
3HaAeT, Kakoe MOoJI0KeHUe 3aHMMaeT 1o B 3TOM CTPaHHOM Mupke!

IIxkemu 3acTaBuil ce0s1 BEPHYTHCS K IIHUCHMY.
"Ho ®paHuecka, HacllefHUIIa, He TpeHeOperaeT cBoel Ky3uHoi. [Iymato, ®paHyecka He
[OTafbIBA€TCs, YTO CO CTOPOHBI Ky3UHHI €1 TPO3UT OMaCHOCTb.

MtI coGupaeMcst Iy TelIecTBOBaTh nepeoneThiMu: ®paHyecka OyaeT BraBaTh ce0sl 3a MO0 XKeHY, a 5
— UrpaTh poJib TOPTOBlla TKaHAMH. B CBOMX HOBHIX Hapsdax 5 IIPeKpPacHO CHIIPaio 3Ty POk, He
paBHa Mu? JKCUS, Ky3uHa, OUeHb peBHyeT ®paHYeCKy, U 51 BLIHYKIeH BHUMATEIBHO 3a Hel
cneputh. OHa GygeT MyTeIlecTBOBATD IOJ] BUIOM Moeii cecTphl. Hu ogHOM Tpymie GPOAsSYUX aKTEPOB
He IPUXOUIOCh UTPaTh papc, MOmOOHLIN HALIEMY.

¢ oTIpaBIIsIo K BaM [eByIIKY. Ee 30ByT [InaHa, ¥ OHA U3ypomoBaHa. BynbTe K Hel OOPH Tak Xe,
KaK OHa Oblyta joOpa Ko MHe.

JTro6i0 Bac o0eux. [Ta coxpaHUT Bac ['ocmoms.

Bamr mo6simuii 6pat Ixkemu".

— Hy, — cka3zana JIxko6u. — ThI BCe ellle CUMTaellb, YTO OH BJII0OIeH B DKCHIO?

— OH B KOro-TO B/II06GJIEH, MHAYe OH He OB OBl TaK HecuacTeH, — oTBeTuna beperrapus. — KTo ata
IInaHa ¥ B 4eM IIPOSIBUIIaCh ee moOpoTa?

— B ToM xke, B ueM IposBIIsgeTCs HoOpoTa BCeX XKEeHINWH, KOTga OHM 3HAKOMSTCS C HAIlTUM
002KeCTBEHHO MPEKPACHLIM OpaTiieM, — eXHOHO 3aMeTua J[1:Ko0u.

BepeHrapI/IH BRITAHYJIA PYKY U IIOJ02KaJIa, KOToa Mlaflllasd CeCTPa BJIOXKUT B €€ IaJlbIlbl ITMCHEMO.
II>xemu Bcerga YTBEpPZKOaJl, 4TO OHAa MO2KET 9YYBCTBOBATH TO, YTO HE HAIIMCAHO.

— Ila, — noxaTBeppuna bepeHrapus, oulynsBas DUCbMO. — UYTO-TO 0YeHb TPEBOXKUT ero. OH... — Ee
JIALIO OCBETUJIOCH BHYTPEHHUM CBETOM. — OH 4TO-TO HILET.

— HaBepHoe, TOTEpSIT CBOM TIOOMMBINM KMHKAJ, — IPeanosoxuia JI2ko0u, ctTapasiCh CKPHITh OT
CECTPHI CBOe XKeJlaHHe y3HaTh 1moboJkiie. Ho ee TerkKOMbICTIEHHBIHM TOH He 00MaHyNn bepeHrapuio.

— OH ueT XeHIIUHY, HO OHA CIIpsTanack. Bums, 4To cecTpa He coOupaeTcs 4To-Tu00 J00aBUTh,
Ix001 TPOTOBOPHUIIA:

— Emy Hapo ObI moMcKaTh B oABasax. YTo, MO-TBOEMY, OH ITOfipa3yMeBaeT II0f TeM, UYTO 3Ta [IuaHa
n3ypogoBaHa?

— IMomoxkmeM ¥ yBUAUM, BEpHO? — oTBeTHNIa bepeHrapus, 3Has, uTo [[:ko0u OyAeT ee T1a3aMu.

[TpomosKkas OLIYTIBIBATh MUCHMO, OHA BHE3AMTHO HAaXMYpHJIachk. YTO-TO OUYeHb CUIBHO My4aeT ee
Opara.

['maBa 9

3aHMManIach 3aps, u 00HTaTEIN IIOMECThS TOJIBKO HadaJlu IIPOCHIIIATECA, KOT'Ia JKcus, 3eBas, BOIIa
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B TOM M BCTPETHIIA YIIPABJIAIOIIETO, HAIIPABJIABIIETOCA K I''TTABHOMY BXOLY.

— Ou nepepgaBan Tebe YTO-HUOYOb M7 [NEeBYIIKU 110 UMeHU [JuaHa? — CIIpocuiia JKCUs, MPUCTaIbHO
TJII0s1 Ha Hero.

Ynpasnsiomuii codpascs OblJIO 3asBUTh, UTO, B COOTBETCTBUY C JAHHBIMU €My YKa3aHUSIMH, OHa
Oonbille He ABASETCS HACJIeNHUIIEHN U, CIefOBaTeNIbHO, OH He 0053aH el moguuHaThCca. Ho,
IIOCMOTPEB JKCUM B Ijla3a, OH MOHSJI, YTO OHA ABJISIETCS UCTUHHOU [JOYEPhI0 CBOETO OTIa, KOTOPHIH,
KaK YTBepPXKOaloT, 3HAeT 0 KOMMepLXU 00JIbIle, YeM J1t000¥ CMEePTHEIN. BEIHYB U3 HAarpyaIHOTO
KapMaHa ay0iieTa 3alucKy, OH IIPOTSHYTI €€ [IeBYIIKE.

— OH He nepefaBal MaJleHbKUN CUHUY Yernel? — Korga ynpasiagollii OTpULiaTeIbHO 3aMOTall
royioBoM, JKcust mobaBuita: — Torga oTHmad meHbrH, KOTOPEIE OH OCTaBUII [luaHe.

YIIpaBnAwIIMY [10JI0XKUJI Ha PACKPHITYIO JIafJoHb DKCUU HECKOJIBKO MOHETOK.
[leByIiKa IOCMOTpeia Ha OeHbrY, IOOHIa I'la3a Ha YIPaBJIsAIollero.

— IIpepnnarat Tebe OTOATh MHE OCTABIIHECS HEHbIH, ITOKA 51 OyOy YMTATh 3AMUCKY.

"MouM Bo3mM00IeHHEIM cecTpaM bepenrapuu u JI:k00u.

9to [uaHa. 3a00ThTECH O Hel 1 Oeperute ee. CMOTpuTE, YTOOH HUKTO He MPUYKUHUII el Bpena. OHa
MO¥ ITOIapOK BaM, MOTOMY YTO OHA CHJIbHA AYXOM, y Hee mobpas myma. Hagetocs, oHA HAlOTHUT
BAIlly XKU3Hb PAIOCTHIO, KAK HAIOJIHUIIA MOIO.

C mo60BbI0, [Ixxemu".

OKcHs yCIIbIIIana, Kak 3BIKHYIM MOHETHI, OPOIIIeHHbIEe e B JIaIOHb, ¥ C3KaJjla KyJIaydoK,
YIIPaBJISIONIMY XKe TOPOIIJIUBO 3alnaras K aBepu. OHa moYuTala 3aMKucKy, IOTHSIACh B CBOIO CIIAIbHIO
W, He CHSIB 3allaYKaHHOTO KPACKOW IIJIaThs, JIeTjIa Ha KpoBaTh. [10 ee pacyeTam, y Hee OBLIT ele 4ac,

YTOOHI ITOCIIATB, IIpexne 9eM 06Hapy}KaT, 4YTO OHa CaeJiajia. HGBYIJ.IKB. 3dCHYJIa MTHOBEHHO, HO Ha €€
T'YGBX IIpoaoJIzZKajla urpaThb YHBIGKa.

CnycTsl mecsiTb MUHYT ee pa30yauiyu rpoOMKIe KPUKH.
— I'me oHa? — ycnpimana KCUs TPOMKHUY pPeB Ha IIePBOM 3Taxe.
He BHI3BIBaI0O COMHEHUS, YTO I'0JIOC IPUHAMANIEXKUT [[KeruMCy MOHTTOMEpH.

YcMexHYBIIUCE, OHA CIpsTalla 3alKCKy U JeHbI'W B KapMaH U CHOBA IOT'PY3UJIach B COH, aBCOTIOTHO
paBHOOYIIHAS K TOMY, YTO ee IIpofesika npuBena [[xkeMu B 6eIIeHCTBO.

He mpomio u HeCKOJIbKUX MUHYT, KaK ee pa3byausl CTYK paclaxHyToM [BepH.
— Oxkcus! — cepauto mo3sarn ee Tof.

— Ila, ma, — coHHO mpoOopMoOTasa feByllka. — f roToaa.

CIphITHYB C KPOBaTH, OHa IOC/IefoBasla 3a HUM.

— 3aueM THI 3TO cHieana? — ocBefoMuics Tof, Korfa OHU CIIyCKaJKCh 110 JIeCTHUIE. — [louyeMy ThI
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IIOCTOSTHHO 3afgupaellb ero? OH CUUTAET, YTO ThHI OIlaCHA, YTO THl TOJIBKO M AyMaelllb, KakK HaBpPeouTh
®paHuecke. [loueMy TH HE MOXKEIIL?..

Ha HuxHei CTYII€EHBKE JIECTHUIBI CTOSAII IIxxemu. Ha IIOKPaACHEBIIEM OT I'HEBa JINIIE BEIOEIAINCH
OJIMHHBIE TaPAIINHBI 1 pa3HOHBeTHBIfI CHHIK.

— Tw1 mopaHuscs, Korga Opuics? — CIOKOWHO OMHTEpPecoBanach JKCUs 1, 000#as ero,
HalpaBUJIaCh K BXOOHOU OBEPU.

EcTecTBeHHO, OHa 3Haja, TOYeMy OH Pa303JIMJICS, HO Belb OHA JIMILUE BHIIOJIHKIIA €T0 MPHUKa3, He Tak
nu? Bcio mportyio Houb mpu cinaboM cBeTe oHaAps: OHa pa3pucoBhIBaia GypProHsl, B KOTOPHIX OHU
OymyT IyTeIecTBOBAaTh O] BUOM CEMENCTBA TOPToBIla. Eil moMoranu moBapeHoK, ABa MJIaIIINX
CafoOBHUKA U XK€eHa ynpasysiomero. OHa prucoBaja Julia ¥ OCHOBHBIE KOHTYPHI, @ MaJIbYUKH BCE
3akparuBany. 2KeHa yImpaBJIsiOUIero CTapaTeIbHO BEITHUCHIBaIa OYKBEL.

Y BOT Temeps, OCTAHOBUBILIUCE ITepes PyproHaMy, OKPYKEHHBIMU [OMOYaAllaMy, KydepaMu
OCTaJIbHBEIX (DYPTOHOB U PHI[APSIMHU, KOTOPHIX NIPHCIIaii POACTBEHHUKHU [IJKeMu, DKCHS IIPUILIa K
BBIBOZIY, YTO HOYBIO OHU IIOTPYIUIIACH Ha claBy. [la, PyproH: BEIIAOAT 3aMedaTenbHo. Cyas 1o
JUIaM JII0fel, UM TOKe HPaBUTCH.

OKcHs HapuCcOBasla, Kak [IKeMu B IIOJIHOY 00eBOM 00/IlaueHHH YOUBAET CTPAIITHOIO IPaKoHa, a
®paHYecKa, MPUKOBAHHAS LETbI0 K CTOI0Y, PACUIHPUBIIAMUCS OT CTPaxXa ra3aMi CMOTPUT Ha 3TO
yynoBuire. Eciu 61 [I2keMu He CIlac HeCYaCTHYI0 KpacaBUIly, OPAaKOH 4epe3 MUHYTY COXKpaJ O ee.
I TUHHIOMNY 3eIeHbIH XBOCT YYIOBHUINA TSHYJICS BIOIb BCeHM CTEHKM (yproHa, mepeceKkas 3agHIow
IIBEPE...

U npeBpalnaics B XBOCT CTPAILIHOTO JIbBA HA IPOTUBONOJIOXKHON CTeHKe. MOHCTPY IIPOTUBOCTOSIIT
[>xeMu, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 Ha HeM IOYTH He ObUIO OfeX b 3a UCKIII0YeHHeM KOPOTEHbKOM KOXKaHO!
100604ky 1 6eroi pyOallky, MPeBPATUBILENCS B IOXMOThS ¥ HE CKPHIBABIIIEH €T0 MyCKYIHCTOTO Tefa.
[To3agu Hero Oblta BupHa OpaHyecka, MOJTHOCTHIO OfleTasl U OISITh JKe MPUKOBaHHas K CTONIOY, HO
TOJIBKO 3a PYKHU.

Kopoue roBopsi, pa3prucoBaHHBIN (YpProH BHITJISAEN COBEPILIEHHO HEOORYHO, U JIIOOU C HUHTEPEeCcOM
Pas3TIIIAbBaIY 9Ty AUKOBUHKY. K TOMY ke DKCHs MaCTepPCKM HaIKcaa MOPTPETH [IKeMu u
®panyecky, MO3TOMY HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO HE Y3HATDH WX B IJIABHBIX F€POSIX CIIEHOK.

— 4 npukonuy Tebs, dKcus, — 3aBonuna PpaHyecka, yBUOeB QPyproH, 1 3aMaxHyIach, YTOOH
yOapuUTh Ky3UHY.

Ho [I:xemu ycmen nepexBaTUTh ee PyKy, 1 ®paHuecka, yMeBIIas MOJIb30BaThHCS JII060# yIoOHOM!
BO3MOXKHOCTHIO, YTKHYJIaCh JINIIOM eMY B I'PYAb U «pa3phlfanack». EcTrecTBeHHO, OHa Obl HUKOTa He
[OIyCTHTIa, YTOOH ee ra3a I0OKpacHeN! OT Clie3, HO YK el 0UeHb IIOHPABUJICS IPOU3BENeHHEIN

adexr.

Oxcud crosna u ynebanack. OHa IpeKpacHO 3Hasla: Ky3WHa Bo3MyllleHa BOBCe He TeM, UTO ee
IIOPTPETHL BHICTABJIEHH Ha BceoOlIiee 0603peHre, HallpOTUB, OHAa 3TUM O4YeHb NOBOJIbHA. Ee
BO3MYILleHV e BhI3BAJIX HAOIUCU: «B3risHuTe Ha PpaHyecKy, caMyl0 KpaCUBYIO XKeHIIUHY Ha CBeTe!»,
«KymnuTte oTpes, u Bel yBULOUTE ee!», «He Kynute — He yBUguUTE!».

OTH HAOIKCH YKpalllalk OOHY CTeHKY (GyproHa. Ha mpyro# ke MOKHO OBIZIO TPOYUTATH CIIeAYIOIIee:
«BarngHuTte Ha Hee! BryTtpu! XKusyro!», «Barnguute Ha [[xKeMu, eIUHCTBEHHOI'0 KPaCHUBOI0
MYKYMHY Ha 3eMJie, JOCTOMHOTO ee KpPacoTel!», «CMOTpUTe, KaK OHU efasaT. CMOTpUTE, KaK OHU
OBIIIIAT!».
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Te, KTO YMeJl 9UuTaTh, II€PpeCKa3bIBaJId OCTAJIbHBEIM COOEP2KaHUE HaﬂHHCGﬁ, " BCKOPE BCHA TOJIIIa
IIOBEPHYJIACh K IxxeMu u @pqueCKe 1 C MHTePpeCOM yCTaBHUJIACh Ha HHUX.

— Trl coenana u3 MeHs1 MOHCTpa! — ®paHYecKa pe3Ko II0BEPHYIach K DKCUM U 37T00HO TOCMOTpea
Ha Hee. — OcTaeTcsl IOCAOUTh MEHS B KJIeTKY U IPUIIOOHUMATE IIOKPEIBAJIO B HArpagy ToMy, KTO
KYIIUT LeJIbIM AI0UM TKaHU, Tak?

— OpaHYecKa, — TOPKECTBEHHO TPOU3HECIa IKCHsI, — TBOSI KpAacoTa JJOCTOMHA TOTO, YTOOHI
IeMOHCTPHPOBATE €€ B HAarpagy 3a IMOKYIKY LeJI0ro ¢yTa JIy4IIero mojaoTHa.

Y cHoBa [IxkeMy IPUIIIIOCh yaepKuBaTh OPpaHyeCcKy, MOMBITABIIYIOCS HAOPOCUTLCS Ha Ky3UHY.
— YHuuTOXSb pucyHKU! — nprka3an oH. — Bce! HemenneHHo 3akpach ux!
Bonapunace rpo6oBasi TuinHa. Kak, 3aMa3aTh KpaCKol TaKy 00KeCTBEHHYI0 KpacoTy?!

— Hu 3a uto! — c BEI30BOM 3asBUIa JKCHU, yIIepeB PyKu B 60Ka U yCTPEMHUB Ha [[KeMU TOPSIIUI
B3IJISIT TOBEPX r'0JI0BEl ®paHyecku. — C MOMOIIBI0 3TUX PUCYHKOB MOXKHO IIPOAaTh 00JIblle TKaHMU.

— Llernb Hallero NyTelecTBUS, — IPOLIEAUI CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yOhl [I2KeMu, — 3aKjio4daeTcs He B
TOM, YTOOHI ITPOMIaBaTh TKaHU, KaK KaKOM-TO... KaKO#-TO... — EMy HUKaK He yIaBal0Ch IOJLICKATh
HauOosnee o6ugHOE Ha3BaHue. — Kak KaKOM-TO TOPTOBell, a B TOM, UTOObI JOCTABUTh €€ K MECTY
Ha3HA4YEeHUSs LeJI0h U HEBPEOUMO.

— Toprosen? — BO3MYIIEHHO ITOBTOPHIIA DKCUS, IPECTAaBUB BCe Tak, OyaTo [[:KeMu cuuTaeT
TOPTOBJIIO TPSA3HBIM AesioM. — [103BoibTe BaM, jiopn [IKerMc, HallOMHUTE, YTO MOU OTel,... —
BoepeMmst cooOpa3uB, 4TO efBa He BhIaja cebs, OHa rmompaBuiiack: — Yto IlepkuH MelmeHxoI Kak
pa3 SIBISETCS 3TUM CaMbIM — TOPTOBIIEM.

ToMmac pemus, 4To HacTala MOMEHT €My BMeIIaThCs.
— [Ipom1y Bac ymenuTh MHE HEMHOI'O BpEMEHHU, MUJIOPH, — CKa3aJl OH.
I>xemu, 0OpalOBAHHBIN TE€M, YTO Y HEro IOSIBUJICS ITOBOJ YUTH, TOATONKHYNT ®paHuecky K Tomy.

— 3amwumai ee, — 6GPOCHUII OH U IOCIeN0Bas 3a ToOMacoM Iofasblile OT FalfsAlIel TOMIIb, KOTOpas C
KaXXI0¥ MUHYTOM CTaHOBUJIACh BCe 0OJIbIle U OOJIbIIE.

— Haperocs, 5 CMOT'y AaTh IIOJI€3HBIN COBET.

— Ceiigac g roToB BEICJIYIIIAQTh COBET CAMOT'O ObABOJIA. 9JTa... IeBYOHKaA, CMYTbhsiHKaA, COBCEM JIMIIINIIA
MeHS CIT0COOHOCTH PaCCyXOaTh 30PaABO.

Tomac mpoxkarsics. To, 9To MOHTTOMEPH JIMIIUIICS CIIOCOOHOCTH PACCYXKOATh 3APaBo, ObLIIO
oueBuOHO BceM. OH MaBHO 3HAJ [[KeMH ¥ BCEra IMopaXxKascs, KakK TOMY YOaeTCs COXPaHUTh
CIIOKOMCTBME B CAMBIX TPYOHEIX CUTyanusx. OOHAKO 3Ta MEeBYIIKa, KaXKeTCs, YXUTPHUIIach COeaTh TO,
yTO OBIIO HE TIOM CHJIy BOMHE U OMaCHOCTH.

— Oypros o4YeHb Kpacus.

— Kpacus? — Bo3My1lleHHO BOCK/IUKHYI [I;xeMmu. — ThI BUAeTI, 4TO OHa HaManeBasna? Mensa! — On
TIOMOPIIHUJICS, TIOTOMY YTO IJaPAIMHbI ¥ CHHSK Ha JIMIE BHOBB Jaju 0 cebe 3HATh, IIOTOM 3aCTaBUII
ce0s yCIIOKOUThCS. — Tomac, Thl OBl YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s IO-IAPYroMy, eciii OBl TaM HapHCOBalu Tebs.
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— C moei#t ¢pu3noHOMUEN MBI OBl HE TIPOMAIM U IIENOTKY Tela.

— 41 He mo3BOI0, YTOOHR MeHs UM PpaHYECKY UCIIONIb30BAIM [JIs... — €T0 I'yOH TPe3PUTETHHO
M30THYJIUCE, — [JIST TOTO, YTOOHI TPOAATh YTO-TO. ECITM KpacoTa XKeHIIUHbL UCIIONIb3YeTCs A TOTO,
4yTOOH 00€CIIeYUTh YCIIeX TOPTOBJIEe, 3HAYUT, HACTYIIUI KOHEI] CBETA.

— ITycts I'ocriomp perraet, Korga OBITH KOHITY CBeTa, — 3aMeTulI Tomac. — HaM mpeicTouT gonroe
IyTeIlecTBUEe, ¥ 9T HECKOIbKO Helellb Mbl 0yIeM BHIHYKIEeHE IPOBECTH BMECTE, TI03TOMY, YMOJISIO
Te0s1, He 0KeCTo4all IeBOYKY IPOTUB ce0s elfe cunbHee. OCTaBb BCe KaK €CTh, TOJIBKO MIOTIPOCH €€
3akpacuth Hagnucu. OHa paboTasa BCI0 HOYb, BEIIIOJIHSS KMEHHO TBOE IIpUKa3aHue. TH XKe He
npenynpexnan ee, 4To Helb3s u300paxaTh Te0s1 u PpaHUecKy...

— TrI cobupaenbesi, BCIOMHUTE KaX[I0€e CJI0BO, YTO s TOT{a roBopuin? — J:xxemu cobupancs ObII0
IIPOBECTH PYKOM II0 JIUIY, HO OT JIETKOTO IPUKOCHOBEHMS 00JIb OCTPOi MOJTHUEH MPOH3UJIa MO3T. —
Ila, s TOHMMAI0, YTO Thl UMeeIlb B BUy. CKaxku UM, 4TO HYKHO cfenaTth. — OH yCTalio MaxXHyI
pyKoi#i. — U Bce ke MHe OITacHO MpUOIUKATLCS K Hel, IOTOMY YTO MEHSI pacIupaeT OT XKeJTaHus
CBEPHYTH el 1el0. 3arpy3u GyproHsl. MbI BeleieM 3aBTpa YTPoM. — OTJISHYBIINUCE, [[2KeMU yBUOETI,
YTO PHILIapH, IIPHUCIaHHBIE €r0 POOCTBEHHUKAMU, XOX0UYT, yKa3biBasi Ha PUCYHKU IabllaMu, U
IIOHSJI, YTO ero Ky3eHaM BCKOpPE CTaHeT M3BECTHO, B KAKOM TJIyIIOM II0JIOKEHUH OH OKa3aJiCs.

II>xeMHu CXBaATHIICS 3a TOJIOBY U IIOIIEN IIPOYE.

— Tw1 moHSAIA MEHA?
OKcus, IpsIMO CHUAeBIIasd Ha CTyJe, ofXKaja Ir'y0rl ¥ ITOAHS/a T7la3a Ha [KeMu.
— Jla, MO¥ TOCIIOAWH, — C CApKa3MOM OTBETHJA OHa.

I>KkeMu TTOBEPHYJICS K Hell. B TeueHNe IIOC/IeMHEro MojIy4Yaca OH IIBITAJICS BTOJIKOBATh €, HAaCKOIbKO
Cepbe3Ho TpefcTosAlee UM myTelnecTBre. OH yKe Hadas mo6anuBaThCs, YTO OHA OOBSIBUT BCEMY MUPY
0 ToM, 4To OpaHuecKa SBASETCA HaclegHUIle MelgeHxoa.

OH yXe yCIleNl yCIIOKOUTLCS TI0CJie YTPEHHEro CKaHfana 1, IT0Ka 3arpyxkaiu GyproHsl, IeperoBOPU
¢ paboTHUKaMu MoMecThsi. Cyds 0 TOMY, YTO OH Y3HaJI, IKCUS Obllla CAMUM COBEPIIIEHCTBOM U B
obnactu ynpasnenus. O yem ObI OH HU CITPAIIXBAT — OT CYETOB [0 MMEPEKPECTHOT'0 OIBIIEHUS, Ha
BCe I0JIy4Yasl ONUH U TOT XK€ OTBET: «ITO chenana JKcus». ®paHdyecKy Ha3bIBalu «IOCIIOXKa
MelineHX0/T», a DKCUS OJIsT BCeX — MJIST CTAPBIX ¥ MOJIOMBIX, OIS 9KOHOMKHM M CBHHOIIaca — Obla
JKcuen.

9Kcus pacnopsixkanach BceM. Kak OyaTo oHa SBIacCh U YIIPABJISIOMIAM, U BU3UPEM B OTHOM JIHIIE.
HeynusutensHo, uTo ®paHyecka 6osnack ee. B pykax Skcuu Obljia cCOCpefoToueHa TaKas BJIacTh,
YTO JIIOOY OTlaCajiuCh 4TO-U00 OeaTh 0e3 ee paspelieHus. «f mpexae CIpoiy JKCUi», — He pa3
OTBeYasu eMy.

IxeMu yKe MHOTOKPATHO CIIpalIuBal ce0si, KakK IOJIyYUIIOCh, YTO OH COCTABHUJI O HeM COBEPIIEHHO
HeIMPaBUIbHOE MHEHHE. B mepByi0 BCTpeuy eMy MOHPABUIIOCh, KAK OHA CMOTPHUT Ha Hero, 6yaTo
rosops: «fl Toxe 4ero-to crow!». Ho Teneps oH gyman: «HeT HUYEro CTpaHHOrO B TOM, YTO OHA
CTOJIb BHICOKO IIeHUT cebs. Benb oHa ympasinseT puHaHCAMU HaclegHUIL Melinenxonal»

Ia, Ho MHOIO el yIIpaBJIATh He YAacTCs, MOKJIsIcs cebe [[:keMu, Taaa Ha NEeBYIIKY.

— W 4T0 XKe THI TOHSAIA? — IOUHTEPECOBAJICS OH.
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— Yro 5 He [OMKHa cOo34aBaTh IPO0IEMEI BO BpeMS Iy TELIeCTBUS, UHAYe BHL... Tak YTO MHE T'PO3UT?
MeHs NpuUBSAXKYT K KOJIeCy?

— He coBcem. Te0s1 CBAXKYT U 1MON0XKAT B PyproH.

— Ax da, g 3Halld, 9YTO BHI IIPUOYMAJIX OUYE€HDb XKECTOKOE HaKada3dHHNE OJId 2KEHIIUHBI, KOTOPAd IIOYTHU B
AdBd Pa3a MEHLIIEe BacC.

I>xeMu 3akaTui rnasa. Hy noueMy oHa HU4Yero He IOHUMaeT?

— 4 6otoch He 3a cebs, a 3a PpaHUeCKy, — OTBETUII OH, €[Ba CAePXKUBASCh. — THl HE TOHUMAEIIh,
KaK BOCIIPUHMMAIOT ee ITOCTOPOHHKEe. — EMy cTajyio HeJI0BKO, KOT[la OH BCIIOMHMUJI, KakK [[:Ko0u
IapoaupoBaa HaciaemHully. — [leHbru ee OTIla OCHENIAIOT JII0AEeN, M OHU MepecTalT BUNETh B HEU
JKUBOe CyliecTBO. Ecnu y3HatoT, KTO OHa, €€ XKU3Hb OKaXKeTCS B OIIaCHOCTH.

— A ee XU3Hb, €CTECTBEHHO, OYEHb BaxKHa [JIsd Te6${, IIOTOMY 4YTO THI CaM co61z1pae1.m;c;{ 2KEHUTHCA Ha
ee IeHbrax.

— Hy nouemy s pelru, 9To MOTy JOBePSATh Te0e? — C coxKaJleHreM BOCKIUKHYI [IxkeMu. — Kak
JKaJlb, YTO s OTKPHIICS Tebe...

— Ho torma ®panuecka cuutasna Obl, YTO IEHCTBUTEILHO HPABUTCS Tebe! — oTmapupoBasa JKCUST. —
3aTo ceiyac OHa IpepynpexaeHa. — BcTas, oHa ycTpeMusla Ha [[2KeMu Ipe3pUTEeNIbHbIN B3TIIAN. —
Thl yTBEpKIaellb, YTO HeHaBUIUIIIh JIXKEII0B, HO Thl CaM XYIUIUN U3 HUX. ThHI JIXKeIb XKeHIIHHAM 0
m00BY ¥ 4eCTU. B TOT MepBHIil JleHb TH CMOTPE Ha MeHS TaK, KakK He CMOTPeJ HU OJUH MyXkK4KHA, a
celiyac yBUBaellbCs BOKPYT ®paHuecKu B IIOTOHE 3a ee 30710TOM. KpoMe Toro, TH UK OeqHYI0
IeBYIIKY HeBCTBEHHOCTH ... — JKCHS 3aMojI4asia, omeaomieHHas. OHa ke He coOupanach TOBOPUTH
006 aTom!

Ho menath 6b110 Heuero. Ee pyKu cxKanuch B KyJIayKy C TaKOM CHUJION, UTO CYCTaBHl 10Oeenu.
— Yto Tebe U3BECTHO 0 HEel? — BCTPENeHyncs [IxKeMu.

— OHa mpuIIa KO MHe, TakK KakK 3Hajla, YTO Thl HAXOHUINLCS B IOMeCThe. BeHsIKKa, OHa Tak
6e300pa3Ha, ee JIUIO... — IKCUS [IepeBeIa OhXaHue. — [JIyIeHbKasi, OHa Pelmma, OyATO TH JIIOOHIIb
ee. Ho THI m06GUIIEL TOJIBKO 307I10T0 MelineHxoa, He TaK JIu?

IxxeMu OTBEPHYJICA, IIO3TOMY JKcus He MOrJIa BUAETh ero IuIilo. BocmoMuHaHuS 0 HOYH,
HpOBeHeHHOfI C TOUu JIGBYHIKOI;I, IIpeciienoBalin €ro. Kazamnocs, €My HUKOI'Ia He 3a0BITh 3aTmax ee
BOJIOC, a ero JIagOHH A0 CHX IIOP IIOMHHUJIN, KaK HE2XKHa ee KOxKa.

— Yro Cc Heu CJ'Iy‘-II/IJ'IOCb? f ocTaBun g Hee MEHBIU, — IIOBEPHYBIIKXCH, TUXO CIIPOCHUII OH.

— Tsl fyMaels, g cOTryIacuiach OTIIPaBUTh €e K TBOUM POLCTBEHHUKaM? { OTIpaBUsia ee... —
«Kypa?» — nogymasa JKCUs U TYT Xe BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO UrpaeT posib OpaHyecku. — fl oTpaBuiia ee
K CBOUM DOLCTBEHHHUKAM, K MOEMY OTIIy ¥ CECTPaM.

[leByIllKa IpUCTAILHO cllefuia 3a JuloM [Ixemu. Heyxenu oH He BUOUT, 4To [IraHa — 3T0 oHA? U
YTO OH UCIHITHIBAET K HeW? [ToueMy oH OBII Tak HeXeH ¢ [InaHoM, a cefiyac Tak Pe30K ¢ JKCHen?

Oxcus Habpasna B rpynb no6osblile BO3AyXa U X0JI0AHO IIPOU3HECTIA:

— Y0 KacaeTcs TBOeH IIPOIIOBEOH II0 IIOBOOY MO€ETO IIOBEJEeHUA — [a, A 6yny OEePXKATLCA IIOAAJIbIIIe
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ot Tebs1. YTo Kacaetcs OpaHyecku — oHa OblZIa Ha MOEM IIOTIeYeHUH B TeUeHHe MHOTHUX JIeT U, KaK
BUOUIIb, OCTANIAch KKBa. UTO Ke KacaeTcs Tebss — IPU3HAICh, HUYTO He [TOCTABUT MHE TAaKOT'0
YIOBOJIbCTBUS, KAaK 3a0BITh O TBOEM CYILIECTBOBAHUU. — [IpuOnMu3uBIIKUCh K [[2KeMU, OHA IPUIIOTHSIIA
100Ky ¥ IIpucesia B peBepaHce. — 17151 MeHs, C3p, BBl MEPTBH. — C 3TUMU CJIOBaMHU OHa MTOKUHYJIA
KOMHaTY.

I>KeMu OIyCTHUJICSI Ha IPUOKOHHYIO0 CKaMbi0. B TeueHre Bcell cBoel XKU3HU OH, XBasa ['ocmony, Ot
n30aBieH 0T Kakux-nmu0o mpobiem ¢ xkKeHmuHamMu. [TonHocTh0. Ero Bcerpga 3a0aBisiiio, Kak [Ixko0u
M3[eBaeTCs HaJl 3HaKOMBIMU MOJIOOBIMU JTIogbMHU. KoTfia 9TOT YepTEeHOK IIePeX0ofusl rpalb, eMy
CTOWJIO JIUIIIh CTPOT0 ITOCMOTPETh Ha CeCTPY, YTOOHI OHa IepecTasa MpoKa3HUYaTh. bepeHrapus
BoOO11Ie OblsIa aHresToM. KoposeBa, KoTopasi IPUYKHSJIA TaK MHOTO CTPafaHUM CTOJIb MHOTUM
MyXK4uHaM, yiasi0anach eMy U TaHIleBala C HUM.

Y Hero He pa3 CO3[aBaJIOCh BIIeYaTI€HNE, YTO XKEHITUHEI BCEr0 MUpa yiasi0aoTcs emy. Ho TonpKo He
9Ta [eBYyIIKa C OTPOMHBIMU KapHMMH T'Jla3aMU U MOTPSICAIOLUIMMHU BOJIOCaMHU, TAKUMU T'YCTHIMU, TAKUMU
IIEeJIKOBUCTHIMU, TaKUMHU... — A ¥ [Inamsa! — BoCKIMKHYI [[3KeMU ¥ HaMepPEHHO JOTPOHYJICA [0
CHHSKa Haf r71a3oM, YToOkl 00JIb IPOUYKUCTHIIa €My MO3TH.

OHa — He uenoBek! OHa nBITaNach yOUTH CBOXO KpPacaBUIy-Ky3UHY, IpeBpaTUiia ero caMoro u
®paHyecKy B 00HEKT HacMelleK, U3[ieBajiach Hafl HUM, IIOCTaBUIa ero B HeJIOBKOe ImoJioxkeHue. Ee
IIPECTYIIJIEHUS] MOKHO IIEPEYUCTIATH 70 0ECKOHEYHOCTH.

Bomee Toro, oHa BMeIlanach B ero OTHOIIEHU ¢ JJuaHoM, ¢ ero HexKHOM 1 TacKoBOM [IuaHoi,
KOTOpas MpemnofHecia eMy CTOJIb JOPOroK Mogapok.

— Bynw oHa mpokisTal — rpoMKO IPOU3HEC OH. Beb eAUHCTBEHHOE, YEr0o OH XOTEeJI OT Hee
HoOUTHCST, — YTOOH! OHA [lajla YeCTHOEe CJI0OBO — €CJIM 3HaeT, YTO 3TO 3HAYUT, — YTO OYIOEeT XOPOoIIo
ce0s1 BeCTH BO BpeMs IyTelnecTBUs. Hy moueMy oHa [0O/IKHa U3 BCETO AeaTh CIeKTakib? Y 4To oHa
nofpa3ymMeBalla II0J TeM, YTO OTHBIHE OH MePTB, [ Hee?

Korpa oTkpeisiach ABEpPh U Ha IIOpore nosiBuics Puc, [I:KeMu IOHSJI, 4TO BpeMs OJjId pa3gyMuu
3aKoHYMNI0Ch. PpaHuecka, cka3as oH cebe. OH momkeH gymMaTh 0 OpaHUyecKe U 0 TOM, B UeM
HYXKMIaeTcs ero ceMbsi. YTo ObI TaM HU yTBEpK[aia JKCUs, OH OyeT yxaKKUBaTh 3a 30JI0TOM
MelimeHxommna.

— Oyprossl rOTOBEL. MOXKeIIlb IPOBEPUTS.

— Jla, KOHEYHO, — CKa3aJl [lxkemu, BcTaBasd. OHU BBIE3XKAlOT 3aBTpa YTPOM, a HYXKHO ellle CTOJIbKO
coenats! [Tomoias K mBepH, [[:KeMU 0CTaHOBUJICS. — PHUC, TH 4TO-HUOYOb 3HAEIIb O KEHIIHHaX?

— Hu kamenbku, — 0oOPOOYLIHO YCMEXHYJICS TOT. — M eclu MyzK4uMHa 3asBIIseT, YTO 3HAET, 3HAUUT,
OH BpVH.

— M-M-M, — TOJIBKO ¥ CMOT BEIIABUTE U3 ce0s1 [I;KeMu, ITPeKie YeM BHIIIe B KOPUIOP.
['maBa 10

«Tpu pgHS», — gyMasna JKCHSs, OACTaBIs JIUI0 HeXKHEIM JTydaM cofiHIa. OHa cujesna Ha BepIIuHe
HEBBICOKOT'0 X0/IMa. BHU3Y, mo3anu Hee, CTOSITU QYProHE, a BIIepeayu IpoCcTHpajochk OecKpaiiHee
1oJie IIBETOB. Bpanu BUHenach o4apoBaTe/lbHas iepeByliKa. byob oHa Xyq0KHUKOM-TIEW3aKKACTOM,
TO 00sI13aTETFHO B3s/1ach OBl 3@ KUCTh, UTOOHI 3amevaTyieTh 3Ty MpeKpacHyio KapTuHy. Ho cefiuac en
XOTEJI0Ch B ONMHOYECTBE CUMIETh 30ECh U CMOTPETh HA MUD, BEPHEE, Ha €r0 KPOXOTHYIO YaCTHUILY.
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BoT yXe Tpu OHS ¥ OBe HOYM OHA HACJIAXK[AJach ITOJIHON CBOOOMOM M BO3MOXKHOCTHIO HAOMIOOATE 3a
TEM, YTO TBOPUJIOCH 3a MpeelaMi KaMEeHHEIX CTeH. Ha cBoeM IyTH oHa Bufesia JePEeBHU C HOMAaMH,
BEpPXHUE 9TaXKK KOTOPEIX HaBHCAIM HaJ MOCTOBLIMY, Mara3uHEI, IIOJIHEIE HEM3BECTHEHIX €l TOBAPOB,
TAKMX KaK CBSITHIE MOIIK U JeTCKHe UTPYIIKH.

OHa BHejIa BCeBO3MOXKHEIE JTAKOMCTBA: CIIMBOYHEIE ¥ MEJOBEIE IIHPOXKHBIE, O0IUTHIE CaXapHOH
r7a3ypbio OYJIOUKM C HAYMHKOM U3 CMOPOAUHEL. MeiileHX0JIT Bcerfla HaHMMaJl OTMEeHHBIX IT0BapOB,
HO HUKTO M3 HUX He Cco3[aBajl TaKUX BOCXATUTENbHEIX Omiof. Korma SKcus yBupiena B BUTPUHE
OynouyHo¥ OyXaHKY B BUMIe BCTABIIET0 Ha 3agHUE JIaIlbl PEIYALIEr0 MEeOBEOs U OCKaIUBLIENCS Ha HETO
cobaKu, OHa efiBa He 3a[l0XHYJIach OT BOCTOPra.

Y Puc npuHec e# 9Ty 6yxaHKy. «[Joporo# Puc, — nogymarna oHa. — M oH, 1 Tomac Tak goOpH 1
BEJIUKOOYIIHED».

[Tocrne Tou NEKIMKU, KOTOPYIO MPOYHUTANl €M 9TOT IpefaTens, [IxkeriMc MOHTrOMepH, 3a OeHb 10
0Tbhe3Ma, JKCHUS MOKJIISAIach, YTO HUKOTa He 3arOBOPUT C HUM, 3a UCKIIIOYEHUEM TeX CIydaes, Korga
obmeHus n3bexarth He ygacTcs. 1o HaCTOSIIEro MOMEHTa y Hee He OBUIO HyKIH 00paIiaThCs K
HeMy. B mepBoM ¢yprone myremectBoBana Ppandecka, ee ropHuYHasa BuosnerTta u Kydep [1KOpoxX.
Bo BTopoM — Jkcwus, Tox u Kyuep Pogxep. [I:KeMu U ero JIIOOU €xXaau BEPXOM 0 00e CTOPOHEL OT

GyproHos.

C camoro HayaJsa yTelleCcTBUsS DKCHUIO IIEPETOIHsANIa PagoCcTh. II0JI0BUHY ITEPBOT0 JHS OHA
OILIIEJIOMJIEHHO MOJT4aia ¥ TOJBKO OXajla ¥ axaja IPH BHU[e JII0fel, TOMOB ¥ BETXUX ITOBO30OK,
TIEPEBO3UBILKX KaKOU-TO cKap0. B moieHs OHU OCTaHOBUIKUCH, YTOOBI HAIIOUTH JIOIIAAEeH, ¥ OHa
yBU[EJIAa TPEX MaJIbYUIIIeK, UTrpaBIIMX ¢ 06pyueM. Ellle ofvH MayibyuK epKal JePEeBSIHHYI0 YalllKy, K
KOTOPOY BepeBKOii OBbIIT MPUBS3aH mapuk. Pe6eHOK IBITAICS 3aKUHYTH MIapHK B YalIIIKY.
3auHTEepeCcOBaBIINCEH, JKCHS MOMAOIIA K IeTAM. biaromapsi ToMy, 4To oHa Obllla HEBRICOKOM U
BBEITJISIETIA TIOYTH IEBOYKOM, ee cpa3y XKe MPUHSIK B UTPY, CTaau 00y4aTh, KaK 00paIiaThCs ¢
oOpyueM u yamkoii. Korga 3a Heit npuien Puc, oH 3asBUJI, YTO BCETHA SBIISIJICS YEMIIMOHOM B 3THX
UTpax, u TyT XKe IPUHSJICS IeMOHCTPUPOBATh CBOe MacTepcTBO. Korga 3a Pucom npumen Tomac, oH
CKa3aJl, 4YTO yMeeT KPYTUTh 00pyY JIydllle BCeX B MUpe, X HaydaJl JOKa3blBaTh CBOIO IpaBoTy. Korga 3a
BCeMHU npuinesn [xeMu, oH 00HaPYXKUJI, YTO YeTBEPO [IeTEN 1 TPOE B3POCIIBIX IIOJTHOCTHIO IOTJIOIIEHE
UT'POY U Becesio cMetoTcs. Ho cTousno eMy ¢ yaeiOKoM TpubIu3uThCs K HUM, DKCHS HalpsTrIach,
OTHaja Yallky MaJabuuKaM U, TOPI0 BCKUHYB TOJIOBY, MOLITa TPo4b. OCTambHBIE YYaCTHUKY UTPHI,
CJIOBHO II0 KOMaH/Ie, IIPeKPaATUIIA CMESIThCS.

C Toro mgust 9kcust, Puc u Tomac cTanu O60IBIIUMY OPY3bsIMUA. BCIO JOPOTY MyKYUHEI CKaKaIl PSIIOM
¢ GyproHoM, B KOTOPOM IIyTeIlIeCTBOBAja OEBYIIKA, ¥ OTBEYAIX HAa ee MHOTOYKCIIEHHEIE BOIIPOCH.
Korga onu BhIe3Kau 3a Ipefesibl JepeBeHb U ropoaoB, Tom caguicst Ha MeCTO Kyuepa — eMy
HPABUJIOCH ITPABUTH JIOIIaAbMH, — a Pomkep 3abupascs BHyTph GyproHa u crmaii. Bce ueTBepo
SIBJIANM cO00M Becenyio KOMIIaHUI0, OHU CMESIJIUCh, LITYTUIIHA, BCTIOMUAHAIM IeTCKUE UT'PEL. JKCHS,
IIPOBeIas TepBhle HECKOJILKO JIeT CBOeH XKU3HM CPeNy B3POCIILIX, UMea cilaboe mpeacTaBiIeHne o
TOM, BO YTO MTPAIOT meTu. HacKOMBbKO [IeByIIKa TOMHUIIA, TEePBEIM PEOEHKOM, VBUOEHHEIM €10, OB
nBeHapuaTuneTHu Toxd, a BTopeiM — ®paHyecka, ¢ KOTOPOH Bcerga OBII0 CKYYHO.

[To BeuepaM Ky4ephl IOA PYKOBOACTBOM JKCHHU pa30rBay larephb U BelllaJid Hafi KOCTPOM KOTEJIOK, B
KOTOPOM TYILIUJIOCh MSICO, KyIJIEHHOe B OnuxKatied fepeBHe. [locne yXuHa OKCUs prcoBasa
IIOPTPETHL.

A B TeyeHnue gHg JKcuio KopMmunu Puc u Tomac. Korga myTh IpoxXonun yepes AepeBHIO, OOUH U3 HUX
00s13aTeNIbHO 3arjIgAbBall B Mara3uHbl — B OyJI0YHYI0, B KOHAUTEPCKYIO, B MSCHYIO U JaXke B BUHHYIO
JIaBKM — B IIOMCKAaX TOTO, UTO ellle He Tpo0oBasia AeByIIKa. B epBhIil IeHb OHU KYTIMIM BCETO 10 OBE
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Inmopouu, rmpegHa3Hadad OOHY q)pqueCKe — Be[b OHA, KaK-HUKAdK, HAaCJIeAHUIld, KOTOPYIO BCIO 2KU3Hb
IIpoaepzKaJjid B3aIllEPTH. Ho ta IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha MY2K4YHKH, KaK Ha HEHOPMAJIbHBIX.

— Kaxk s ceiiuac MOTry 3T0 €CTh? — pa3fpakeHHO CIIPOCUTIa OHA. — Y MeHS 0T 9TOro OyoyT JIUNKUe
PYKH.

BorbItie oHM He TPeOIpPUHUMAIIH IOMBITOK YTOCTUTD €€, 3aTO UCIBITHIBAIA HU C YeM He CPaBHUMOE
YIOBOJIbCTBHE, KOTTAa KOPMUITA JKCHUIO BCEM, YTO MOTJIM Pa3mo0bITh. A 110 BeuepaM OHHU IOIy4alid OT
IeBYIIKN Harpaay: OHa [ellaja 3apucoBKU cOObITHH mHS. Ka3zamock, ee MO3T GUKCUPOBAI BCe OeTallH.
Bor Puc TsiHeTcs 3a cqo0HOM OyJI0YKOM C U3I0MOM, U JKeHa OyJI0UHMKa ceiidac OrpeeT ero
TI0BapeInKoy mo pyke. Bot Tomac meTaeTcst pa3o0paThCs, Kak YCTPOEHA [eTCKas UTPYINKA, a
MaJieHbKasl X035HKa UTPYIIKY CTOUT ¥ C HeTepIeHreM CMOTPHUT Ha Hero. Bot Tof, y KOTOPOTo BHOHA
JIUIITH 3I0POBast MOJIOBUHA JIUIA, CUIUT Ha MecTe Kydepa u yiasi0aeTcsi. BoT Pomgxep BHyTpu Qyproua,
U Haf ero rybamu JieTaeT Myxa.

— A [Ixkemu? — cupocuin Tomac, C BOCTOPrOM pa3rsgAbiBasi ee PUCYHKH.

BpocuB GBICTPEIN B3I Ha [2KeMH, CTOSIBIIET0 B HECKOJILKUX (yTax OT Hee, DKCHUS 00MaKHYyIa Iepo
B YEPHUJIA U IIPUHSIACh PUCOBATh. Yepes MaTh MUHYT OHA MPOTSAHYJa ToMacy ITHUCTOK, Ha KOTOPOM
Onina n3o06paxeHa OpaHyecka C MEIIKAaM¥, HAOUTEIMK 30JI0TOM, BMeCTO Tejia. OGIOKOTHBIIKCEH Ha
Hee, [I2KeMHU C XUTPHIM BUIOM IIeJI0BAJl €€ PYKY, BLICOBEIBABIIYIOCS M3 MEIIKOB, a 3a CIIMHOM [JepiKall
paspeleHne Ha Opak.

HukTo He 3acMmesics. Bce moYyBCTBOBaIM, YTO PUCYHOK OGYKBAIbHO UCTOYAET XKI'yUyI0 HEHABUCTE,
BCe, KpoMe Kydepa Popzkepa, KOTopoMy KapukaTtypa moka3asnack 3a6aBHoii. OH 3aX0X0Tall, a 3a HUM
3aCMeSITTUCh ¥ OCTAJIbHEIE.

Kak Hasno, [I:keMu BrIOpas UMEHHO 3TOT MOMEHT, YTOOHI IIOJJOMTH K BeCeNIuBIlIeicsa KoMnanuu. EmMy
IIPOCTO CTaJI0 UHTEPECHO, Ha YeM BCe CMEIOTCS.

C camMomoBOIbHOU YIBIOKOM DKCUS MIPOTSAHYJIA €My JIUCTOK. TOf, TIOMBITaBIINICS II€PEXBATUTH €T0 Y
Hee, Ipexfe 4eM [[2KeMU YBUOUT PUCYHOK, efBa He yIall B KOCTED.

— Tax BOT 4TO THI fiyMaelb 000 MHEe, — IIPOTOBOPUII [I3KeMU U, BEPHYB PUCYHOK JKCUHU, VIIIEl.

U BOT celiuac oHA CUOUT 37eCh B OOMHOYECTBE U HAcIaXmaeTcsa CBOOOMOM. DKCHUHU Ka3aloCh, UYTO ee
TEeJIO 3BEHUT OT BocTopra. OHa omepiiach Ha PyKH, 3aKKHHYJIa I'0JIOBY U IIOTHOW I'PYObI0 BOOXHYIa
YUCTHIY MPOXJIaAHBINA BO3OyX. Kak X&Ke 3TOT BO3[YX OTINYAETCS OT BO3[yXa, KOTOPHIM OHa [HIIIaja B
IIOMeCThe oTHal

«Carpe diem», — mogymarna oHa. [Ionb3yics KaxkIbIM JapOBaHHEIM Tebe MOMEHTOM, HO
IparoleHHble MUHYTH TAIOT Ha IJla3aX, CTPEMUTEIbHO MpubauKas KoHell cBoOomsl. Tpu OHS yxe
1I03a¥, HO OHA ITOYTU HUYETro He Cfellaia, TOJIbKO Chejla MTOJIOBUHY IIPOAYKTOBHIX 3allaCoB AHTJIHH.
OKcUs BHIIPSIMUIACh U pa3Bejia B CTOPOHHI PyKH. Eii xoTenock 60bIlero, 1eTaTh, K IpUMepy.

— Jla, — 'POMKO CKa3aJjla OHa, — S X04y JieTaTh. f xouy... — Hy, 1 4ero xe oHa X04eT CUJIbHEE BCETO
Ha cBeTe? — f1 X04y OKa3aTh, UTO 3HA4y O0JIbIlle, 4eM NeHbrd, — 06paTuiach OHa K BETPY.

C meTcTBa eil HeyCTAHHO HAIIOMUHAJIY, YTO OHA HacnegHula Meugenxosa. [la u dpanyecka He
yIycKana ciy4das 3asiBUTh: «ECIU Thl HPAaBUIILCS €MY, TO TOJIBKO M3-3a TBOUX [IEHET, 5 yBEpeHa».
CKoOIBbKO pa3 oHa moBTopsina: «OHa mobpa ¢ ToOoM 13-3a TBOUX AeHer». ONsTh U OISATh, BCETfla e
MelllaJIx OeHbI'u oTIal
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— HeyXenu s CTOI0 MeHbIIIE, YeM 30JI0TO MOET0 OTIa? — crpocuna JKcusg. — [loueMy HUKOMY He
IIPUXOOUT B TOJIOBY, YTO KOMY-TO MOXKET IIOHAHOOUTLCS OT MeHs HeuTO 60Jbllee, Y4eM 30JI10TO?
[Touemy?..

Ona 3aMosyasia, Tak Kak yCJblllanaa CBUCT Toga — YCJIOBHBEIY CUTHAJI, TOBOPUBIIUY O TOM, YTO OH
30BeT ee. DKCHs NIOOHANACH U CTasla MeJIeHHO CIIyCKaThCsA K QyproHaM.

— Y10 0Ha TaM fenaeT? — BCTPEBOXKEHHO cupocun [Ixemu y Toga. — 4 BIepBele BCTpedar CTOJIb
HeOoOBIYHOTO YesloBeKa. Bcero MuHyTy Ha3af OHa BhI3bIBasla Y MeHsS HEHABUCTH, a B CIIeAyIoIlee
MTHOBEHUE OHA...

— OHa BBI3Baja Y BaC HUHTePEeC, — 3aKOHYHII 3a HETr0 Top. IkeMu ¢ HEOXOTOU KUBHYIJI. — Bcs ee
ZKHW3HL IIPOIIJIa B U30JIAINHA. OHa He 3HaeT, Kak KUBYT JIIOOU 3a IIpefeslaMu IIOMECThA. Bce HOBO A1
Hee.

— ITo Mepe TOro Kak OHa HaOupaeTCs OIMbITa, OHA BCE OOJIbIIIE JYPAYUT MOUX JTIOHEH.
Ton moxayas rojioBOH.
— Jlymato, BE CKOPO IIOMMETe, YTO DKCHUS OUEHb 3-3... T0JIe3Ha.

— O {a, oHAa IToJIe3Ha B TOM, UTO KacaeTcs yareps. Ton yasIOHYICS, YTO [efiajl Ype3BbIYaiHO PEOKO
13-3a TOTO0, YTO yJIEIOKa IIpeBpalijana ero u3ypofoBaHHOE JIUII0 B YyLOBUIIHYIO MacKy.

— Ilymaro, BH MoMMeTe; IKCUS MMOIe3Ha He TOJIbKO B TOM, YTOOH BapuTh MoxeOKy. OHa yMeIo
oOpallaeTcs ¢ feHbraMu.

[IKeMu HeOBEPYUBO XMBIKHYII.

— TonbKo fypak IO3BOIUT 3TOM 6€3MO3rJI0M BeibMe IPUONIU3UTHCS K OeHbraM.
— $16710K0 OT I0JIOHH. ..

— Yro TH UMeelb B BUAY? — nepebun ero [Ixemu. Tom mpOKaIIIsICs.

— {1 roBOPIO, UTO TOIBKO BpeMd ITOKaXkKeT.

[I>KeMu HaXMYpUJICA U yIIIel, OOHAKOo cjioBa Toma 3amanu eMy B Oymly. Kak HU IPyCTHO IIPU3HATh, HO
OKCHUS IeVCTBUTEIbHO BHI3bIBAET Y HETO OTPOMHBIN UHTepeC. Y OH OelCTBUTENBHO BIIEPBHIE
BCTpPeYaeT CTOJIb HEOOBRIYHYI0 IMYHOCTL. BO-TIepBLIX, Y Hee HeT HU MaJleHIlnero mpeCcTaBIeHUs O TOM,
YTO YeJI0BeYEeCTBO NEJIUTCS Ha Kiacchl. POICTBO ¢ TakuM O0orayoM, Kak MelIeHX0JI, eCTECTBEHHO,
[laeT eil HEKOTOPHIe IPEUMYIIECTBa, HO OHA, KaXXeTCs, He IOHUMaeT 3TOro. B To Bpems Kak
®paHuYeCcKa [IePKUTCS B COOTBETCTBUYU CO CBOMM 00IIECTBEHHEIM ITOJI0KEeHUEM, DKCHUS ITPOCTO
BBITIOTHSIET Ty PaboTy, KOTOPYIO HYKHO, BIJIOTh OO MBIThS ITOCYIH B py4ybe. Ha musax ®paHuecka
TIOTePsiJIa KOJIbI0, IKCUS He 3alyMbIBasiCh OPOCHIACh e Ha ITOMOIIL ¥ ITPUHSIACh UCKATh
OParoneHHOCTb.

['nmaBHOM 1eNbi0 IKCuH, nyMan [Ixkemu, Ob1y10 00/1€er9YuTh BCeM XKH3Hb. Korfia OHY B IEpBLIY pa3
OCTaHOBUJIMCH Ha HOYJIET, OH 0OHAPYXKUJ, YTO TPOE CIIYT MOJT4a U CIIOPO BHITIOJTHSIOT CBOU
00s13aHHOCTH. OH TI0 OTIBITY 3HaJ, YTO OOBIYHO HOBBIE CIIyTH Ge3[elbHINYal0T J0 TeX 0P, OKa KTo-
HUOYIb HE PA3bsICHUT, B UEM 3aK/II0YaeTCs UX paboTa. PacCIpocuB 3Ty TPOUITY, OH BBRISICHUII, UTO
OKCHS MPOUHCTPYKTUPOBAJIA UX eIIle IO TOT0, KaK ObIJI0 BEIOPAaHO MECTO [JIs HOYJIera.
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[TepBoii ero peakiueil Ha ee BMeLIATEILCTBO ObIJI0 Bo3MyIleHue. OH He MTO3BOJIUT el YIIPaBAsATh
cobot Tak xe, Kak 6egHoit ®panyeckoi! Ho Bckope ero HO3APH 3allleKOTal BOCXUTUTENTbHEIA apoMaT
JKApPKOT0 M3 KPOJIUKA, MPUIPABIEHHOT0 YabpeIioM, KOTOPHIA DKCHsS HapBajla BO BPeMs JHEBHOMH
OCTaHOBKHY, Ha ero CTOJIe MTOSIBUJICS CBEXKEUCIIeYeHHEbIH xJ1e0, 1 OH 3a0bUI 0 TaK Ha3hBAaEMOM
«KOHTDOJIE».

Ho cambIM cTpaHHBIM OBIJIO TO, YTO OHa 3aboTunack 0 ®panuecke. [xkeMu mpemIoaarai, YTO HOYbIO
Oxkcus TalikoM 3abepeTcs B GyproH HacleIHULBI U YTO-HUOYOb COEeJIaeT C Heil, HO BCe CJI0KUIIOCH I10-
OpyroMy. DKCUS HaBaja yKa3aHUS FOpHUYHOU ®paHUYeCKU 10 MOBOXY TOTr0, KaKue IJIaThs Ta JIIOOUT
Oosbllle Bcero, Kakue 01100a HPABSATCS HACTEOHUIIe ¥ KaK 3aCTU/IATh ITOCTEeJIb, YTOOBI TOU OBITIO
ymo6Ho. [I;keMHu He pa3 IPUXOIUIIO B TOJIOBY, YTO U3 JKCHUHU MOIYYUIIACh OBl BETHKOJIETHAS
(bpeiinuHa, ecu OB OHA TO U [EJI0 He BEICKa3bIBajla KOJIKOCTH B agpec OpaHYecKHu.

Kopoue roBopsi, COOBITHS ITOCTIEOHUX TPEX MHEH TOJIBKO YCIOXKHUIM eMy 3aflayy COBMECTHUTD TO, UTO
OH 3Has 00 DKCHH, ¥ TO, YTO BUMEN U CbiIai. [1o narepio yxke cTaja 9XO0M pPa3sHOCHUThCS (pa3a:
«Crpocu y 9kcun». Co3gaBanoch BredaTieHue, OyOTo el Bce U3BECTHO: U I'Tie, B KaKOM (pyproHe,
CJI02KEHHI Te MU MHBIE 3allackl, ¥ TO, 4TO Prucy HpaBSITCS KypuHbIEe HOXKKH, @ ToMacy — TpyaKu. A yxK
yTo KacaeTcs Toma! Hu omHOM 0cob6e KOPOIEBCKOM KPOBU HE YAENSIIN CTOIBKO BHUMAHUS, CKOIIBKO
3TOMY KaJleKe.

EnuHCTBEHHBIM, KOTO JKCUSI UTHOPUPOBana, Obi [IxKkeMu. DKCUs PYKOBOAUIIA TeM, KaK CTaBST
mmajaTKy, B KOTopou cranu Puc u Tomac, [IxKeMu XKe IPUXOAUIOCH BCe feslaTh camoMmy. M Tak
Kaxayio Houb! [To yTpaM JKcus IMEeTKON YUCTUIIA OfEeKAY MyXKuKH, [I:KeMHU Ke BEIHYKIOEH OBl
XOOUTh B rpsi3HOM. OHa prcoBajia Ha BCeX APYXkKeCKHUe IIapxku, faxe Ha dpa”yecky, HO [JxkeMu
YIIOPHO He 3aMeuara, faXke eC/I¥ OH CTOSJ Y Hee 3a CIIUHOU.

Ia momoxkeT eMy ['ocriofb, HO OBeeHNe DKCUM BEIHYKIAJIO €ro CJIeUTh 3a KaXKILIM ee IIIaroM.
TpynoHO maTh pa3yMHOe OMpeeeHue ero YyBCTBAM, KOTfia OH IIOAMeYasl, YTO OHA YTO-TO AejlaeT [
Opyrux, o0bsICHUTH €r0 BO3MYIIeHHE, KOTa OHa He [ellajia 3TOTO AJIS Hero.

BriepBrie B xKu3HU [[:keMu 00HAPYKUII, YTO U3 BCEX CHUJI IIBITAETCS IPUBIIEYh K ce0e BHUMAHUE
JKeHIIUHBL. ECy MPUHATH B pacyeT XxapaKTep JKCUH, C YIBIOKOM MOfyMal OH, TO IyYIIAM CII0cO60M
3aBO€BaTh €e — 3TO IPOSBNIATH KaK MOXKHO 00JIbIlle MHTEPeca K HacJleqHULE.

Yac cmycTsi, Korga Bce coOpamuch BOKPYT KOCTpa, [[KeMu moBepHyIcs K PpaHuecke U, HaMepeBasch
TIOAIPA3HUTD €€, BECEJIO TPOU3HEC:

— JI1000mIBEITHO, @ HaclenHKIla MelieHxoila moxoxa Ha ITepkuHa MelineHxosa?
OpaHyecka ObIZIa TaK MOTPy2KEeHA B CBOM MBICIH, YTO HE Pa3gyMBIBasi C CapKa3MOM OTBETHIIA:

— OTKyqa ey 3HaTh, KaK OH BHIIIAAUT? OHA HUKOr[a He BCTpedasach CO CBOUM OTIIOM. —
MrHoBEeHHO BOI[apUBIIASICS TUIIMHA 3acTaBula OpaHUyeCcKy OTOMHUTLCS, ¥ OHA IOIBITanach
UCIIPABUTH OUINOKY: — f MMero B BUAY, YTO HUKOT{Ia He BCTPeYasaach CO CBOUM OTIIOM.

— Hukorga He BCTpe4anuch CO CBOUM OTIIOM? — mepecmpocun Puc. — Hu pasy?

®paHyecka OmycTHIIa roJI0BY, YTOOB HUKTO He YBHUJEN, KakK 671ecTAT ee ria3a. Ee pa3mpaxkarno, 94To
Puc urHopupyeT ee u Bce BHUMaHUE yaeNsgeT IKCUMU. ITO Ha4aoCh C TOTO OHS, KOTA OH IMPEIIORKHUIT
el Kakme-To Mep3kue KoH(peTHl, Kak 6yATo oHa Oblla MareHbKUM pebeHKoM. OHa, eCTECTBEHHO,
0TKasaJach, a OH IIepecTall faxe CMOTPETh B €€ CTOPOHY.

Korpga (DpqueCKa IIOOHAIIA T'OJIOBY, B €€ I'lla3aX O0TPaXKaJiaCh I1e4aljlb.
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— OH nuuier nNuckMa u OTIIPABIIAET HAaPOYHEIX, HO HUKOI'Ma HE IIPHe32KaJl CaM.

[>KeM1 HaXMypPUJICS U COYYBCTBEHHO ITOCMOTpeII Ha OefHSAXKKY. BipoueM, 1 Bce OCTabHbEIE
cMoTpenu Ha PpaHYeCKy C COUyBCTBUEM.

— {1 Bcerma 3aBUIOBAJIa TeM, Y KOTO €CTh CeMbs, s ke Oblla JIWieHa ¥ MaTepu, | OTIa, —
IIPOMOIXKaJa Ta, TOCKIHUBO TS BOalb. — Most ceMbst — 9T0 DKcusi. M Tof, KOHEUHO.

IKcus YZ&Ke OTKPEhINIA POT, YTOOKI 3aroBOpPHUTH, HO Tom cxKam ee JTIOKOTD U B3rISAA0M HAIIOMHHUII el, 4To
HMEHHO OHa, a He CDpqueCKa, 3aX0Tejla UTrpaThb B 3Ty UTPY.

OKCHM He HPABUJIOCh, KOTMia KTO-Tu60 MpeHeOpeKUTETbHO OT3HIBAJICS O ee oTie. UTo OBl OH HU
Iesaji, Ha TO, OHa He COMHeBaJlach, y Hero ObUIM BeCKMe IPUYUHEL. Y ecii OHa He 3HAeT, YTO 3TO 3a
IPUYMHEL, TO 3TO ee pobjeMa, a He ero.

— Y nacnenuunsl MelieHxos11a eCTh MHOTO€ JPYToe, YTO KOMIIEHCHUPYET el OTCYTCTBUE OTIIa.

— Hampumep, m000Bbs? — B3BUIach OpaHyecKa U MOBEPHYIACh K [IxkeMu. Ee rna3a ObLIM MOTHEL
HEIPOJIMBIINXCS Cie3. — f He MPOIIy XKaJjleTh MeHs, HO Ky3uHa HU pa3y He cHeflaja HacJlemgHuLe
oflapoK Ha PoxXmecTBo, B TO BpeMs KaK HacJIe[HUIIA BCeTaa YTo-HuOyob mapuia. Pa3se He Tak,
9kcusa? Ton? Thl MOXKeIIb MOKJISICTLCS, YTO A F'OBOPIO0 UCTUHHYIO IIpaBay, BepHO? — OHa OTKPHITO
mocMoTpena Ha Tofa.

— Jla, ®panyecka, Tl IIpaBa, — XOJIOLHO 0TO3BaJICA TOT. — Ky3uHa HU pa3y HUYEro He Iofapusia
HacnenHuie. M Hu pa3y He BbIpa3uia eii 671arofapHOCTh 3a TO, YTO Ta CHejlajia [Jid Hee.

OKcus yBUMeNa, YTO BCe B3TJIAAH YCTPEMIIEHE Ha Hee, U TOHSa, YTO HYKHO 3aIUTUTh cebs1. Ho
€CJIi OHA HayHeT OIpaBAbIBaThCS, He MOIYYUTCS JIU TaK, YTO OHa 3almuinaeT ®pandyecky? [eByliKa
COBCEM 3alyTasach.

— BeposiTHO, Yy Ky3uHH He OBIII0 JeHer Ha IMofiapoK. YTo 0Ha MOXKET IIOJapuTh JOYEPH CaMOro
foraToro yeyiioBeka B AHrmuu? — MIMEHHO TaKue JOBOMBI THICSYM pa3 MpuBoguia el OpaHyecka.

K usymnenuto 9kcun, dpaHuecka paccMesinace.
— He 6n110 gener! Kak Xke Tak, 9Kcus, TH XKe Ooraue Bcex HOMOYalleB.

O3zapmauyeHHas1, JKCUs HUKaK He OTpearvpoBajlia Ha ee 3aMedaHue. «Heyxenu OpaHyecka
cobupaeTcs paccka3aTh ITpaBay?» — HeloyMeBasla OHa.

[Tpomomkasi CMesIThCSI, KpacaBuila oOpaTuiach K JI2KeMu:

— BrlI B KM3HU He BCTpeYasid TaKOr'o YejoBeKa, Kak OHa. Kak B fiyMaeTe, YTO OHa fiefiaja C
s6mokaMu 13 GpPyKTOBOTO cafa? A ¢ srogamu? OHa OTIIpaBIIsijia UX B IePEBHIO OJIs IPOMAXKU, BOT
yro! — [TomoruaB fyig myiero a¢deKTa, oHa TpeHeOpeRUTENbHO fobaBuIa: — JKCUS cpe3ajla Bce
IIBETHI B TIOMECThE, UTOOB! IIPUTOTOBUTE AYXU. YBEPSIO BacC, y Hee Oyllla U CepAle XKagHOTro
Kymuuiiky. OHa He TSHeT Ha 671aropogHyo gamy!

IKcus CIIOKOKMHO IIOCTaBMIIa TapeJIKy Ha 3eMIJII0 1 BCTaJla.

— @paHyecka, Iy4yllle S CheM T'OPCTh UT0JIOK; YEM TIPOBENY ellle OOHY MUHYTY B TBOEM 00IIeCTBEe, —
3asBuia OHa U ylIja B TEMHOTY.

®panyecka nobegHO OTJIsIfeNa IPUCYTCTBYIOUMX U 00HAPYKWIa, YTO HUKTO Jaxe He yIbI0aeTcs.
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Ona He MorJa MOHSATh MoueMy. Pa3Be [IxkeriMc MoHTroMepH, rpad, He MPOU3HEC CIIOBO «TOPTOBEI]» C
npeHebpexenneM? OHa BUIeNa, KaK OH BO3MYTHUJICS, KOTMIa YBUIEJ pa3pucoBaHHble Gypronsl. OH
HeHaBU[eJl HU3IIKe KIacChl, OH HeHaBUeJI KyIIL0B, pa3Be He Tak?

[TepBriM 3aroBopun Tomac. [TIogHSBUINCH, OH MOTSIHYJICS U CKa3aJll, YTO IMOPAaHbIIE JITXKET CIaTh,
yTOOBI 3aBTPA YTPOM ITOPAHBIIE OTIIPABUTHCS B IMyTh. CIIYCTSI HECKOIBKO MUHYT 3a HUM ITOCIE€I0Ba
Puc.

OcTaBimmcek HaenuHe ¢ [Ixkemu, ®paHuyecKa MMpuxKasa PYKH K JIUIY U TParu4ecKy MpoIIenTaa:

— Onu He mOGAT MeHs. §1 3HAI0 3TO. [I2KEeMU OMyCTHUIICS Tepen Hel Ha Konenu. OH Bcerpa He
BRIHOCHJI BHMA TUTQYYLIHX JKEHIIHH.

— KoHeuHO ke HeT. YBepeH, YTO OHU OYEeHb Bac JIIOOST.

— Her, onu mo6sat Ikcuto. C Tex mop Kak MHE UCIIOJIHUIIOCh TPUHAAIATE JIET, ST TOJIbKO U
CTAJIKMBAIOCh C TEM, UTO DKCHUIO TI00AT O0JIbIlle, YeM MeHs. Bl He MOXKeTe IPefCcTaBUTh, BO YTO
IIpeBpaTUIach Mos XKu3Hb. OTell mepKajl MeHs B3allepTH U He BRITyCKall 3a MPemessl 3aMKa. A
JIIOMISIM HY2KHHI TOJTBKO MOM [IEHbT'H, a He S caMa.

— Kak mHe? — Tuxo0 cupocun [xxeMu. — BhI 2Ke 3HaeTe, 4TO I HaMepeBaICsa XKEHUTHCSI Ha 30I0Te
Balllero OTLa.

®panyecka clenuia pyku Ha miee [[KeMu 1 npubiusuiia CBoOe IO K ero.

— Bac geiicTBUTENBbHO 3a00TUT TOIBKO 30JI0TO MOETO OTLa? Heyxkemnu s HU KalleJIbKu He UHTEPEeCYIo
Bac?

— Her, ecTecTBeHHO HET, — OTBETHJI [I2KeMU U TOTSHYIICS K ee TyOaM.

Ho uM Tak ¥ He ymasoch COEOUHUTLCS B IOIeIye: DKCUS TaK HAIOAOasa HOro ropsiuyio TOJI0BHIO,
YTO Ta IepeJieTesia Yepes3 KOCTep U ymasa psmoM ¢ [Ixemu. [Toma my6neTa, KacaBInascst 3eMJIH, TYT
JKe BCITBIXHYTIA.

Pa30ykeHHBIE CyMaTOX0M, KOTOPYIO momHsu Tom u IBa Ky4yepa, Korfa caupanu ¢ [IKeMu ropsiui
ny61eT. Puc u ToMac BRICKOYHIIM U3 MTaJIaTKM C MeYaMHU Ha U3TOTOBKY.

Haxkosnen onacHOCTh MUHOBAaJA, U [[xKeMU, [ieJIbIi U HeBPEeOUMBIM, IPOXKa OT IpPOCTH, IIOBEPHYJICA K
IKCHUH.

— MHe Tak Xanb, — yne6asich, Iporu3Heciia oHa. — HaBepHoe, ymap oKa3acs CIUIIKOM CUJIbHEIM.
Hapetocs, 51 He 04eHb IoMelliana Tebe yxaxkuBaTh 3a MOel Ky3UHOM?

— JKcus, — ejie CIILIIIHO ITporoBopuia ®paHyecka, — Thl MHE 3a 3TO 3allJIaTHUIIIb.

— CeropHs TH Oymelb CIIaTh B MOe majaTke, — o0peTs map peuu, 3asBunl [Ixkemu. — f mpociexy,
yTOOBI THI HIKOMY He IIPUYHHUIIA Bpeaa.

['yOrl IKCUU CHOBA PACTSHYJIHCH B yIIHIOKE.

—Vx JIy4llie g IpoBeay Hedero, 10 IMel0 3aKOIIaHHad B KOHCKOM HaB03€, YEM COrJIalllyCh XOTh OOHY
HOYb CIaTh B TBOEH ITallaTKe.

[>KeMu 1arHys K Hel, HO IIyTh eMy Iperpanui Tof.
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— 4 nocnexy 3a Hel, s Oymy obeperaTs ee.
— OOeperaTh ee? — 3af0XHYyJCA OT rHeBa [[xKeMu. — A KTo ybepeeT Hac OT Hee?
— Ho co MHo# Bce B nopsimke, — BMemancs Puc. — A w1, Tomac? Tel He paHeH?

Tomac ycmexnymcs. Ero orer ObIT KYIILIOM, TO €CTh IIPUHAIeXKall K TOMY COCJIOBHUIO, O KOTOPOM
®panyecka roBopuia C TaKuM NpeHeOpeReHNneM, TI03TOMY OH PEIINI IPUHSATH CTOPOHY JKCHUH.

— 41 He paHeH, HU OMHOM IlapanuHEL. MHe KaXeTCs, CpeIx HaC eCTh JINIIb ONUH YeJI0BeK, KOTOPOTO
paHusa 3Ta, Tak CKa3aTh, «O0Yb TOPTOBIA».

3amopras, Okcus ¢ 671arogapHOCThI0 B3TJISHYJIa Ha MyKYUH.

I>xkeMu BO3[eN PYKH K HeOy.

— PacxopuTech 1o cBOMM MecTaM. MHe coBeplIeHHO 0e3pa3InyHo, KTo rfe OyAeT criaTs.

[TpoI1yio HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, Ipexke YeM COH CMOPHII obuTaTesel AByX MmajaaToK U IBYX QypProHoB.
'nmaBa 11

— IIpocHucs, — npomentasna 9kcusg Tony, BMecTe ¢ PogKepoM pacnoioXuUBIIEMYCS 0N (yproHOM,
B KOTOPOM cllana fAeBylKa. OHa ycTpouna ce0e oCTeNb Ha Py/IOHaX TKaHU, IBIISBIIUXCS 9aCThIO UX
Mackapaja.

Top 3acTaBuin ce0s1 OTKPHITH I1a3a.
— Okcug, eme HOYb. [lo yTpa ganeko. Mgy craTs.
— Kyna enyT a1 Qyprossr?

Ces, Tonm mocMoTpen Ha AIMHHYIO BEPEHUIY GYpProHOB, Me[JIeHHO OBUTABIIKXCS I10 IOpPOTe B
HECKOJIbKUX SIpflaX OT jareps.

— He 3mar. d sukorma 3mech He ObI. Moy coaTe.

— Ecnu TH He OTBETHINIb MHE, S CIIPOINY Y HUX. ITO 3HAYUIIO, YTO JKCHUS IOJHUMET II€PEIIOIOX,
nepeGyauT BeCh Jarephb 1 40 yTpa HUKTO HE CMOXKET I'Jla3 COMKHYTh.

— JlyMalo, 4TO 3aBTpa B JepeBHe spMapKa M KYIIIbl Be3yT CBOY TOBap, — cHajcsa Tox U Jier.

BRIIPSAMUBIIKCE, DKCHUS yCTPEeMUIa B3rsan Ha Gyprousl. dpmapka! OHa Bcerga MedTasna moOBBATh
Ha JIepeBeHCKo spMapke. To, 0 yem OpaHyecka rOBOPHUIA C TAKUM IpeHeOpexkeHneM, ObIJI0
VMCTUHHOM IIPaBAOW: OHA OEeUCTBUTEJILHO OTChIJIajla TOBAphl, IPOU3BOAUMEIE B IOMECTLE, B IEPEBHIO
Ha MPOfiaXy, a ITOoCJjie 3TOTO 3achinasia Toro, KTO TOprosan Ha Oa3ape, BOIPOCaMH.

9Kcus CHOBa 3aTpsicna Tofa.
— BcraBau. Mul efjeM Ha gpMapkKy.

— 4d... — nayvan 6s1710 To, HAXMYPUBIIKUCH. DKCUS 3HAJa, YTO TPEBOXKUT €r0: OH He X04UeT
IIOSIBIIITBCS Ha JIIOISIX.
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— He myuaiics. Tl He OyOelb BEHICOBEIBATHCS U3 GYpProHa, ¥ HUKTO TeOs He YBUIUT.
Top MenieHHO, TpeBo3Moras 60k, BEIJIE3 U3-TI07 (yproHa.

— He pmenait aToro. OH CTpalllHO PacCepauTCS.

— OH yXe HeHaBUOUT MeHS — Tak KakKas pa3Hula?

— OKCHS... — MOMBITAJICS OCTaHOBUTH ee Tof.

— IMoxanyiicra, — MpoIlenTasna OHa. — Thl 3HAEIb, YTO MEHS XKaeT. [IyMaellb, MO MYK ITO3BOJIUT
MHe Korfa-HuOynb MoOkBaTh Ha MePeBeHCKOM sipMapKe? ECT TOMBKO He PELIUT BHICTABIISTh MEHS
HAIlOKa3, KaK BEICTABISIOT YPOmOB. «CMOTpHUTE, HaclemHuIla MeleHxomnnal» — mpomeKIaMupoBaia
OHA C TAaKUM BUOOM, CJIOBHO 3TO OBIIO OCKOpPOIEHUE.

CrnoBa «BBICTABNATH» U «yPOL» 3aCTaBWIM 100a COrIaCUThCS.
— Ho ecnu 0H yCHBILIUT X...

— OH HMYero He YCIHIIUT 3a rpoxoToM ¢yproHos. Hy, Toxn, moxamyiicta! 4 He momyIy, 4TOOE OH
IIoMelllaj MHe HaclaXmaThCs XKU3HbI0 U CBOOOIOM X0Ts OBl BO BpeMsI Iy TeUIeCTBUSA. MOXKET, OH U
YCHBILIUT, HO MBI BCE PABHO JOJIXKHBI IIOTIBITATHCH.

Ton yneIOHYIICS, YTO ITO3BOJIsII ce0e fmenaTh TOIbKO B 00IeCTBEe DKCUH.

— MBI MOZKeM ITOIBITAaThCS CXBATUTh MOMEHT 3a XBOCT, TakK? [IoAaBIINCh MTOPEIBY, DKCUS OPOCUIIACh
Tony Ha I1€10 ¥ Kpenmko 0OHsIa ero.

— Cmacubo Tebe, 51 Tak OnaromapHa.

OKcHsI, KOTOpas Tak CIIelIna, YTO He oOpaTHila BHUMAHMS Ha TO, KakK ee 00BbSATHS IMOAEHCTBOBAIM Ha
Toma, 3anesna mox pyprox u NpuHsIach TOPMOIIUTL Pogkepa. EqUHCTBEHHOE, UTO 3aHUMAJIO €e, —
3TO IIOCKOpee YCKONIb3HYTh U3-I107 BCEBUOAIIET0 OKa [kerMca MOHTTOMEDH.

— Ona cbexana! — ene crnpirHo npousHec [IxkeMu. OH He 103BOJISAN ce6e TOBOPUTH I'POMKO, TIOTOMY
YTO B IIPOTHBHOM CJTy4ae TakK OBl TAapKHYJII, YTO 3BE3[bI ITOCHITIAIKCh ObI ¢ HeOeC — M0 TaKOM CTeleHu
OH ORI Pa3THEBaH.

TonpKo 4TO BHIOpPABIIMICS U3 MMAaTKU PHC U3YyMIEHHO YCTABUJICS HA TO MECTO, Tie HOYbIO CTOSII
pa3pucoBaHHBEY QyproH. B TeueHue mocneqHUX HEN OH HEYCTAHHO J000BasICS OTHEObIIIAIIM
IPaKOHOM ¥ JIbBOM, KOTOPOTO [[3KeMH, TaK ¥ OCTABIIUKCS MTOYTH 00HAKEHHBIM, BOT-BOT JOJIKEH OBII
cpas3uth. [Ipu gpyrux 06CcTOATENBCTBaX OH OBl 3a0€CIIOKOMIICS U cpa3y OBl oJyMaJl O MOXUIIEeHUH, HO
ceiiuac oH ObLT aOCOMIOTHO YBEPEH, UTO JKCHUS OTIIPaBUIACh pellaTh X035UCTBEHHBIE TPOOIEMEL.
«/IHTEpECHO, — CIIPOCUIT OH cebsi, 3eBasi, — YTO BKYCHEHbKOT'0 OHa IIPUBE3ET K YKUHY?»

— Kyma xe oHa ero mena? — IMOMHTepecoBascs ToMac, OrysasBasiCh II0 CTOPOHAM C TAKMM BHIOM,
OynTo uireT GyproH, KOTOPHIHA K3-3a €ro0 Pa3MepoB, eCTECTBEHHO, Heb3s GBINO CIpPSTaTh 3a
BaJIyHaMH.

B oTnuuure oT ocTanmbHAIX [I)KeMU efiBa crepkuBai ceos.

— Kak g IIOCMOTPIO, HUKTO U3 BaC HE CHUTAET, YTO HaAC o06Benu BOKDPYT IIaJibIia.
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— Ona xe ¢ Tomom, — 3ameTun Tomac. — OH IPOCTEOUT, YTOOH C HEH HUYETO He CITyYUuIoch. Y
BEPEH, OHa CKOPO BEPHETCS.

I:xeMu B3TJITHYN Ha Apy3ed Kak Ha cymaciienumx. O4eBUIHO, OHU He MOJIHOCTHI0 OCO3HAIOT, YTO
eMy IIOpy4eHO NOCTaBUTh HaCJIeOHUIY K KeHUXy U obecrieduTs ee 6e30macHOCTS B IyTu. Ho aTa...
9Ta JKCHUS YUHUT €My NPEeNSTCTBUS Ha KaXX[OoM Iary.

— Hapo ee HaiiTu. — [ToBepHYBIIKUCH K TOPHUYHOM, KOTOpas pPacKJafbiBaia xjied U CHIp Ha CTOJIUKE
nepeq nanaTkou [I:keMu, oH CKa3ail: — Pa30ynu CBOIO XO35UKY H...

OH 3aMoJT4asl Ha MOJTyCJIOBE, TaK KakK U3 (HyproHa HETOPOIIMBO Bhle3la OpaHyecka. «A OHa He
CTOJIb YK KpacHBa II0 yTpaM», — IIPOMEJIbKHYJIO ¥ HETO B TOJIOBE.

— Ona ykpasna ¢yprox u cbexana, — obpartuncs K ®Ppanuecke [[:KeMH, He CYUTAS HYKHBIM
00BSICHSTh, KTO «OHa». — 1 IOJI2KeH HaWTH ee ¥ IPHUBE3TH Ha3af,.

®panuecka He m00UIa BCTaBaTh PaHO, a ellle 6OJblIe OHA He TI00MIa, KOTOa MPUXOOUIOCh HaUNHATh
IIeHb C IPo6IeM, KOTOpPEIE CO3MaBaa JKCHUSI.

— Ona B3s1a (GyproH, 4ToOBl OTIIPABUTHCS B ePEeBHI0, — CKal3asia ®paHuecka, 6epsi y TOPHUYHOM
KPYXKKY C CUIPOM.

Ee maThe OBIIO TOMSITO, ¥ OHA CEPOMIAch Ha DKCHIO 3a TO, UTO Ta He IPOBEpHUIa, KaK TOPHUYHHIE B
TIOMECThE YIIAKOBLIBAJIU €€ BEIIIH.

I>xkeMu OBITT CITUIIKOM 3aHST TeM, YTO Ce[siasl JIOMaab, ¥ CJIUIIKOM CEPOUT, YTOOH CITyIIATh
®panuecky, Ho Puc u ToMac, ¢ almeTUTOM XKeBaBIIKe CHP C x1eboM, 00paTHIM BHUMaHKe Ha ee
CIJI0Ba.

— A mouyeMy BAPYT el 3aX0TEJI0Ch eXaTh B JePEBHIO? — OCBEIOMHUIICS ToMac.

— Yro6rl moa3apaboTaTh, €CTECTBEHHO, — 0TBeTHIa OpaHyecka. MyKUYMHEI yCTPEMUTIH Ha Hee
BOTIPOCHTEJIbHBIE B3TJIAAB, ¥ OHa HEJOBOJILHO MOAXKasa ryosl. YTo 0Ha, CTOPOXK 3TOW JKCHU? YKa3aB
Ha JTII0Je}, eXaBIIKuX WX IIeAIInX 110 Jopore K IepeBHe, OHa C capKa3MoM IIporoBopuia: — Cerogus
TaM sipMapka, BepHo? ClefoBaTeIbHO, JeHbI'M IePEXOAT U3 PYK B pyKu? Eciu TaM MOXKHO Ha 4eM-
TO CHenaTh AEeHbI'H, 3HAYUT, JKCUSA TaM. — OHa, MPUIYPUBILIKACE, IOCMOTpena Ha [Ixkemu. — 4 xKe
CKa3aja, 4YTO y Hee CepAle 1 Ayllla XXKaJHOro KyIl...

OHa He 3aKOHYMIIA, IIOTOMY 4TO Il>kemMu B3JNIeTEN B CEIJIO U B KHY6aX IIBIJIM IIOHECCS II0 Jopore.

HampaBnssice K gepeBHe, [I:KeMU pa3MBILIIIST Haf 3asgBieHrneM OpaHyecKy U BCe HE MOT ITIOBEPUTH
eit. C yero OBl 9TO IEBYIIKe, KOTOPAs BCIO XKU3Hb IIPOBeJIa C HaciaegHuIe MeloeHxola, exaTh Ha
SIPMapKy B AepeBHI0? XOTsI OH ITOMHUJ 3aMedaHue Tofa 0 TOM, 4To JKCUs yMeJio oOpalaeTcs C
IeHbraMu, HO BCe PaBHO HEe MOT JOIYCTHUTh, UTO 3Ta YePTOBKa CIIocoOHa Ha HEYTO OoJblilee, KpoMe
pucoBaHus. Kak 3T0 BO3MOXKHO, €CJIA BCIO CBOIO XKM3HbL OHAa IIPOBejia B3allepTu?

Hert, monpaBui oH ce0s, B3alepTu KuU3Hb ITpoBejia PpaHuecka. A y IKCUU €CTh OTeIl U CECTPHI, OHA
IOOJITO KHUJIa C HUMHU U cefdac KaxKIHU I'of HaBelllaeT uX.

[TogbexaB K OKparHe iepeBHHU, [I2KeMu 00paTUIICS K KaKOMY-TO ITPOX0XKEMY:

— Bu1 He Bupenu ¢ypros c?..
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On Ollapall€eHHO 3aMOJI4all, KOTraoa ﬂPYFOﬁ HpOXO}KI/IfI YKa3aJl Ha Hero IajJgboeM U PagoCTHO
3aKpHu4all:

— 9rt0 oH! IToGemuTens gpakoHa! 3To OH!

3ackpexeTaB 3y0amu, [[KeMU TPOHYII JIOUIaAh C MECTa U IIarOM [IBUHYJICS Yepe3 YCIEBIIYI0
cobpaThcst Tonmy. O4eBUOHO, DKCUS 3[IE€Ch, U JIIONU yXKe BUNENM KApTUHKY, HapUCOBAHHbIE Ha
CTeHKaXx (yprosa.

Kaxertcs, 9kcus obnagaeT CBEpXbeCTECTBEHHOM CIIOCOOHOCTHIO YHUKATE €r0. 3a IBaAlaTh BOCEMb
JIeT HU OfHA Oylla He OCMeJla IPUHU3UTH er0 JOCTOMHCTBO, a Cerdac, ocje BCTPeYu C Hell, ero
JKW3Hb IIpeBpaTuiIack B ¢apc.

— [IpsiMo-Taku rpedyeckue Tparequu, — OypKHYA [I:KeMu 1 [TOBEPHYII JIollaab Ha 6a3apHyio
IIJIONIA/b, TYIe TOPTOBaINCh, 0OMEHHMBAJIACH TOBAPOM U IIPOCTO OeceoBaii HECKOJIBKO COTEH
YeJI0BeK.

— IToGeguTens mpakoHa! — TO U [€JI0 CIIBIIIAI0Ch C PA3HBEIX CTOPOH.

«MHTEepecHO, — moAyMaJl OH, — KaK OHU y3HaJId MeHS C LlapalMHaMy Ha I[eKaxX ¥ 3allJIbIBIIAM
TJ1a30M?»

B manbHeM yriy mioianu coOpanach OTpOMHAs TOJIA, Hafl KOTOPOM BO3BHIIIAJICS PA3pPUCOBAHHBIN
¢bypros. [I;)xeMu He IIOBEPUJI CBOKMM yIlIaM, KOT7Ia YCJIBIIIAJ I'0JI0C DKCHUH, IIEPEKPHIBABIINY IIyM U
raMm. Kak y Tako# MajleHbKOM KeHIIUHB MOXKET OBITh TAKOM I'POMKUM I'0JI0C?

OOBexaB TONMY ¥ IPUOIU3UBIINCH K (GYPrOHY C3a[X, OH OCTAJICS CUMETh B Cefjie, YTOOHI BUIETh, YTO
IIPOUCXOOUT BIIEPE[IH.

OH Kynui 3TOT (PyproH IUIIb s IPUKPHITHS, He 3a0yMBIBAsICh O TOM, [JI1 4eTO KOHKPETHO OH
npegHa3HavyeH. Tof cKas3all eMy, YTO B IIOABaJle 3aMKa XPaHATCSA TKaHU, U [[XKeMU pelus
MCII0/Ih30BaTh UX [AJIS MOATBEPKOEHNUS IPUAYMaHHOM UM JereHbl. Teneps ke OH YBUAEN, YTO
Gbyprou ObLI TOCTPOEH UMEHHO [JIS1 TEX LieJiel, O/l KOTOPHIX ero cefyac UCIoib30Baa JKCUS.
BepxHsis 4acTh OOHOM CTEHKH — Ta, Toe DKCHUsS HapucoBasia Op0Xo ApakKoHa, — Oblyla IOJHATA U
nofnepTa AByMs CTONOWKaMU, YIIUPABIIMMIUCS B XKeJle3Hble KOJIblla, IPUBUHUYEHHEIE IT0 O0KaM. Ha
HUXKHIOI 9aCTh CTEHKM ObIJIa yCTaHOBJIEHA IINPOKas [0CKa, KoTopas o6pa3oBEIBajia IpUIaBok.

IeBylllka HATSHY/Ia OTPe3 TKaHW MeXOy ToplaMu GyproHa, u [IKeMu He COMHEBAJICS, YTO 3a 3TOU
3aHaBeCKOU CKpriBaeTcs Tox. Cama ke IKCHUS CTOsJIa 3a IPUIIaBKOM, a Pofxkep moMoran e,
OTMEePSS U 0Tpe3asi TKaHb B COOTBETCTBUU C €€ YKa3aHUSIMHU.

Ho Gornbine Bcero [IkeMu 03afgaydniio, To, YTO BOKPYT pyproxa codpanachk Tonmna. Heyxkenu oHA
HUKOTZA IIpeXke He BUEIN TOProBlla TKaHAMU? Wy ux mpuBJeK pa3pucoBaHHLEY Qyprou? Ecnu
TaK, TO OHU IIPOCTO CTOSIM OB ¥ T1a3eu Ha Hero. Ho onu mokynanu! [TpuyeM c TaKUM PBEHUEM,
yTo Pomxkep u Tox emBa ycrieBaiu IOBOPaYMBaThCA. [IKEMU 3HAJI, YTO HOYbIO PYPrOH MOYTH J0
Bepxa ObT HAOUT PYyJIOHAMU, HO, 3aTJISTHYB BHYTPb, OH 00HAPYXKUJI, YTO TKAHU TaM IIOYTHU He
0CTaJIoOCh. 3aTO MOSIBUJIMCh OTPOMHAs I'0JI0Ba ChIpa, HECKOJIBKO MEIIKOB MYyKH, 3a[iHSS HOTa TeJleHKa
W, eCIF CJTyX He 00MaHyJI ero, fiBe Kypuisl. EMy He ymanoch pasrisafeTh BCe 0CTalbHOe, OMHAKO OH
He COMHEeBAJICA: B [I0JIe eT0 3peHus Iolaja UMb Manas 4acTh TOT0, YTO HaXOAMIOCh B pyproHe.

I:xeMu TPOHY JIOIIaab, COOMPAsCh MOABEXATH ellle ONIMKe, HO TOJI0C DKCUM 3aCTaBUI €TI0
OCTAHOBUTLCH:
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— Mowu npenku OBITM BETMYAUIIIMMU KYIIIIaMU Ha 3eMJle, — KpudaJlla OHa, X0Ts obpalliazach K
YeJI0BEKY, CTOSIBIIIEMY BCEr0 B HECKOJIBKHMX (yTaX OT Hee. — YK JIydIlle s BHIOPOIITY CBOM TOBAp, YeM
COTJIAIIyCh Ha TBOE IIpe[IokKeHrne. Bumuiis, Kak 671eCTUT TKaHb? Yelrys fpakoHa — BOT YTO IPUAAET
eit 671ecK. Brl HUKOTIa He 3aflyMbIBa/INCh, YTO B CTAPUHY IIPOMCXOANIIO C ApaKoHaMu? BepHo, ux
yOMBaiu phIllapy, HO MOH IIPeKU COUpPAJU C HUX LIKYPY ¥ 3acajiiBaiy ee. B TeueHHe HECKOJIbKUX
TIOKOJIEHHY OHU coOMpasu ee, He 3Hasd, YTO C Hell fenaTh. U Tonbko Mos 6abymka — fga Oymet
011ar0CIOBEHHO ee UMs! — MpuAyMara, KakK BIIJIETaTh YEIIyl0 B HUTh, @ MOM Aedyllika paboTas Ha
OTPOMHBIX TKAIIKMX CTAaHKaX, Ha KOTOPHIX TKAJIU 3TO MMOJI0THO. Hy, BUmKTE, Kak OHO 671€CTUT Ha
comnHile? [IpakOHOBa TKaHb! — ellle rpoMyYe 3aKprdana oHa. — [IpogaeTcs ApakKoOHOBa TKaHb!
Hukorma He cHaAIIMBAETCS.

IIKeMu 3aTPsIC TOJIOBOHM, YTOOBI IPOYHMCTUTh MO3TH OT 3TOT'0 B3mopa. JpakoHoBa TKaHb? Hukorga He
CHAlIVBaeTCA?!

OH MIHOBEHHO BCIIOMHMJI O PHIIIAPCKUX KJISITBAX, KOrma-Tn00 maHHBEIX UM. Kak OHa CMeeT Tak Harjo
nrath? Kak oHa cMeeT?..

II>KeMu He CTaJl TPATUThL BpeMs Ha pa3MblinuieHHss. OH IyCTUII CBOIO JIOIIAAh B TOJIITY U OCTAHOBUIICS
nepeq; pUJIaBKOM.

— Yro?.. — Hayasa OblJI0 DKCUS U 3aCTOHAJIA, YBUAEB, KTO UMEHHO Tepef Heil. — 3aKphlBaeMcsl,
pebsTa. [IpsIBOM IOXKpaJ COJIHIle, — KPHKHYJa oHa Toxy u Pomkepy, HaXOOUBIIMMCST BHYTPU

¢dyprosa.

— Brinesai oTTyma, — CKBO3b CxKaThle 3yOnI polienut [IxKeMu.

CrosiBUIMY BO3JIE JIOMIAaAN KPECThIHUH C I'yCEM IOl MBIIIIKOW 3afipasl TOJIOBY U YCTaBUIICS Ha
BCAHUKA.

— IMoGemu... — OH 3aMo4as Ha IOJIyCJIOBe, TOTOMY 4YTO YBUAEN BhIpaxkeHue nuila [IKeMu.

— Hemennenno! — ckomaHgoBaj TOT. — Bribupaiicst u3 gyprosa. Pogxep u Tox mo3aboTaTcs o HeM.
OTBe3uTe ero B Jlarepb, — 00paTUJICI OH K MyXK4YuHaM, KOTOophle, 6e3 COMHEHH S, BHUMATEJIbHO
CIIyIlIajiu ero.

Popkep KUBHYJ, a OKCHS OTKPHL/Ia IBEPh U CIPHITHYJIa Ha 3€MITIO.

— MoxeTt KTo-HuOyOb Y3HATh y 9TOTO YeJI0BeKa, Ha YTO OH Pa303JIUJICSA? — CIPOCUTIA OHA Y TOJIIH U,
IIypsCh Ha COJIHIlE, OTJIsIeNiach 10 CTOpoHaM, u3berass CMOTpeTh Ha [[KeMu.

— Wnu ero mpocTo ocKopOisieT TOT GpaKT, YTO S KUBY U OBIIIY OOHUM BO3AYXOM C HUM?

[>KeMu, KOTOPBIY U TaK CTajl IPUTYEX BO A3BILEX CPEeOU HaCceeHUs JePEeBHU U ee OKPECTHOCTEN
6rmaromaps cBoeMy monyoOHaxKeHHOMY M300pakeHnI0 Ha CTeHKe QyproHa, He XOTeJ ellle CUJIbHee
yCyTryOIsiTh CBOE TOJI0KEHNE U IIOJIBePraThCs HaCMeIIKaM.

— Dii TEI! — 1T03BaJI OH MYCKYJIUCTOI0 KpeCcThsiHMHA. — [loficagu-Ka ee Ha MO0 JIOIIagp.
OH He cobupasics CIeluBaThCS, IOTOMY YTO He XKeJiaji, 4YToOsl ToJIlla CPaBHUBAJIA €T0 C TOPTPETOM.

JIno KpecThsTHUHA 3aTy4HUIOCh CYACThEM, CJIOBHO €My BPYYHIIHM KJTIOUM OT KOPOJIEBCTBA, U OH,
IIOIXBATUB JKCHUIO, YKe IIPUTOTOBUIICS YCAOUTh ee B celyio mepep [I:KeMu, HO BHE3AIMTHO Oy THII
IIPUKOCHOBEHME X0JIOOHOM cTamu K mogoopoaky. OmyCcTHB rjla3a, OH yBUAEN B pyKax [IKeMu KUHKaJl.
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— Ecnu xouerb COXPAHUTH ITaJIbIIBI, — IIPOIEONJI TOT, — CJIedH, 3da 9YTO OHU XBATAIOTCA.

Ha nuiie KpecThsIHMHA OTPA3UJICS CTPax, HO TOJIe, Ybe BooOpaxkeHue ObII0 B30yIOpakeHo
TIOSIBJIEHMEM Ha sSipMapKe HeOOBIYHOTO yproHa, OUeHb HPABUIIOCh, KAK PA3BUBAIOTCS COOBITHS.
Kako#-To MyK4YuHa, CTOSIBIINY faneko oT [IxXeMu, 3aKpuya:

— IToGeguTens npakoHa!
W B crieymolIyio CEKYHIY ero C0Ba MMOAXBaTHIa YyTh JIM He BCS sSpMapKa:
— TTo6enuTtens mpakoHa! [Tobenurtens mpakoHa! [TobemuTens mpakoHa!

3akaTuB rias3a K HeOy, [I:xkeMu, ¢ IKcueit Buepenu cebsi, IOBEPHYJI JIOMIAAb ¥ Hadajl BEIOMPAThCS U3
TOJINBL. EMy IpUIIIOCh HEMAIO MOTPYAUTHCS, IPEeXK e YeM OH Bhlexasl Ha JOpOTy ¥ HallpaBUiCI K
narepio. OMHAKO OH He IyCTHJI JIOIIAb B TaJION, TOTOMY YTO PEIINII MOEITaTECS — ellle pa3 —
BIIPABUThL MO3TH 3TOM CMYThSTHKE.

— Tol IpUBNIEKaelb K HaM BHUMaHUe, — Hadasl [[2KeMH, He B CUJIaX AOXKAAThCS, KOrAa MOABIIET
ynoOHOe MeCcTeYKOo, YTOOHI CIIEMUThCS ¥ CIIOKOMHO MTOTOBOPUTE. — KaKo# CMEBICT B HallleM
Mackapaje, eClli Thl BEICTaBJIAEIIb HAC HallOKa3 Nepef BCell lepeBHel U [ieflaelllb IIpeaMeToM
HacMelnek? — JKCHsl Mondarna. — Tebe Heuero ckasaTb? — BO3MYTHUIICS OH. — THl He MOXKeIllb
00BSICHUTD CBOU NeiCTBUA? THl XOTh KOTfla-HUOYOb JyMaellb, Ipexke YeM YTO0-TO Jiejlaellb?

Okcus cupena B cenje 00KOM, IPUBAUBIINCH K TPYAU [I2KeMH, a ero pyKH, CKUMaBIIINe [10BOF,
TIIOAfepKuBany ee ¢ 06erx cTOpoH. Eif ObIJI0 0YeHb XOPOIIo, HO OHa He MOTJIa IPOCTUTH €0 3a TO,
YTO OH He y3HaJl ee B [luane — unu [luany B Hell.

— DKCHusl, — CTPOTro mMo3Ban ee JIxKeMHu, — 4TO Thl MOXKeIllb CKa3aTh B CBOE OlpaBIaHue?
OKCHS HAaKJIOHUJIACh B IIPOTHBOIIOJIOKHYIO OT HETO CTOPOHY.

— Jlomapka, Tebe He KaXKeTCsI, YTO KTO-TO 4TO-TO cka3an? Het? Y mue HeT. HaBepHOoe, 9TO BeTep
IIYMUT B BeTBAX. [[2KeMU yCTano B3TOXHYI.

— Korpa g nonyyun nuceMo oT [IepkuHa MeneHxoa, B KOTOPOM OH CIpallliBajl, COTJIallyCh JIU g
COIIPOBOXKMATH €0 [0Yb B MMyTEIIEeCTBUHU Yepe3 BCI0 AHTJIMIO, TO PEIINJI, YTO 3afjlaHe He CTOUT
IpeIoKeHHbIX MHe JeHer, — IIPOK3HeC OH Tak, OyOTO TOBOPHUII C caMuM co60ii. — Temeps ke g
IIOHSIJI, YTO OUIMOAascs. YK nydire Obl ST OTJIaBINBal IPECTYITHUKOB B TOpHOU [[IoTHaHauu, 4eM uMeI
merno c... c... — Kak Bcerpa, [IxkemMu TPygHO OBITIO HAUTH HYKHOE OIIpefesieHrue, YTOOB!
OoXapakTepu30BaTh JKcui0. OH BOOXHYI IOJTHOM I'PYIbi0, YTOOB! YCIIOKOUTLCS. — JKCUS, — HETPOMKO
IIPOOJIKUII OH, OIIYTHB €€ TeJI0 ¥ BCIIOMHUB, YTO OHA XKeHIWHa. OH ycien 3abbITh 00 3TOM, cunTas
ee McyYagueM afia, TOCIaHHBIM, YTOOR My4UTh ero. — Thl He UMeJla IIpaBa 6paTh GyproH u ucyes3aTh.
Bl ¢ Ky3uHOM HaXOOUTECH IIOJ MOeH 3alllUTOU, I09TOMY g BCerpa AOoJIXKeH 3HaTh, ITle Bbl U 4YTO
menaete. ThHI IOHSIIA MEHS?

I>keMu XKmaa OTBEeTa, HaXke TAaKOTro, KOTOPHIX OblI OBl 0OpallleH K JIOMIaax, HO TiieTHO. HakoHel oH
IIOCMOTpEJT Ha [IeBYIIKY U YBU[IEJ, YTO Ta CIUT. Ee Toji0Ba MOKOUIACh Y HET'0 Ha Ijieve, PyKH OBbITH
CJIOKEHEBI Ha KOJICHSX.

«Y4TO TyT yIUBUTENIBHOTO», — mogyMast oH. OHa paboTaeT B oBa pa3a 0oJbllle, YeM KTO-TU00 U3 UX
KapaBaHa. HeT, Iyig HETO OHa HUYETO0 He [ejIaeT, HO U30 BCEeX CHJI CTapaeTcs A Apyrux. BoT u
ceryac eMy He IIPUOETCS MOKYIaTh IIPOAYKTH Ha CIIEOYIOIIYI0 HeeIio, TIOTOMY YTO Pa3PUCOBAHHBIN
¢byprox Be3 Bce Heobxoaumoe. Y nuib 6rmarogaps er. «Bo3aMoxkHO, — 6e3 0c060T0 3HTy3ua3Ma
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npu3Han [Ixemu, — Top ObIT IPaB, YTBEPKAAs, YTO IKCHUS yMeeT 00pallaThCs C feHbIaMu».
U Bce ke 0H 00513aH OTYMTATh €€ 3@ BOIUIOIIYIO JI0XKb HAaCUET «IPAKOHOBON TKAHM».

B coTHe sppoB Brnepenu cebs [IxkeMu yBunen nareps. bes coMHeHus, Bce C HeTepIeHueM XKIyT eTo.
Ckopo B pyproHe — Puc Ha3bIBall eTo «ApakoHOB PyproH» — npuenyT Tox u Pogxep, u Hamo OymeT
TPOTaThCS B MMYTh.

I:xeMu TTOHUMAJI, YTO €My CJIelyeT eXaTh B JJarepb, HO BMECTO 3TOTO OH, IOJABIINChH
He0OBSICHUMOMY ITOPHIBY, CBEPHYJI C JOPOTH U OBUHYJICS BBEPX 10 CKJIOHY XOJIMa B TEHb.
packugucToro ngyba. CremmBIICh, OH OCTOPOXKHO B3I DKCHUIO HA PYKU, PACIIOTI0KUIICS IO
IIePEBOM U YCTPOUJI ee y ce0si Ha KOJIeHSX.

OHa crajia IIOYTH 4acC, CBePHYBIIUCEH KaJTAYMKOM B €T0 KpenKux 00bsATUsIX. [0 HAaCTOSIIero MOMeHTa
OH U He IIpeJIosaraj, YTo OHA TaKasg MUHHATIOPHas. «BUOuMO, y Hee OUeHb CUIbHBEIN XapaKTep», —

PELIu OH, TS Ha ee TOHKHUE U3SIIHbE PYUYKH. BHE3aIIHO ero 0XBaTUIIO XKejlaHKe 3alUuTUThL ee. OH
TI0YEMY-TO ITOUYBCTBOBAI cebsi MMEHHO TaKUM, KaKMM OHa M300pa3ua ero Ha CTeHKe QyproHa.

[TpuxkaB k cebe meByLIKY, [[:KeMU MIPUCIIOHUJICS K CTBOJTY flepeBa U 3afipeMall.

CrycTs HECKOJTbKO MMHYT €TI0 Pe3K0 pa30ymunu. — YOepu OT MeHs CBOM Mep3KHe Jlallbl! — 3aBomuia
OKcusl, MUXHYB ero JoKTeM 1of pebpa. — KTo Tebe fman npaBo mo3BoisATH cebe Takye BOJIbHOCTH?

I>xeMu ollapaleHHO 3aMopra, He Cpa3y coo0pasuB, Ile OH U 4TO MMPOKUCXOOUT. B mocnentee BpeMs
3aMeIaTeNbCTBO CTAJI0 M7 Hero HOpMaJIbHEIM cocTosiHHeM. C TO¥ MUHYTEHI, KOTa OH Iepeles yepe3
CTEHY ¥ MI03HAKOMMUJICS C HEOORIYHOH [IEBYIIIKOM, B €T0 KU3HU CTAJU TJIaBEHCTBOBATh OECIIOPSIIOK U
IyTaHWIIA.

IKcus cepauniiaCh Ha II:KeMu — KaXKeTCs, OH He BBI3LIBAJI Y HE€ HUKAKUX OPYTuXx 9MOIAH, — HO
IIpOaoJIZKajla CUOETh Y HETO Ha KOJIEeHAX.

— Iymaerrs, 51 BTopasi [JuaHa? — CIPOCHUIA OHA, IPUOJIM3UB CBOE JIUIIO K €T0.

Bynp Ha ee MecTe mobasi opyras, OH OB 0053aTEIBHO TIOLEIOBAN €€, HO JKCHS OT/IMYaiach OT BCEX.
[ToaToMy oH OecliepeMOHHO CTOJIKHYJI ee Ha 3eMJII0, BCTa/I ¥ HAIIPABUIICS K JIOLIA[IH.

Mpricu JKCUM TUX0PafoyHOo 3aMeTanuch. Heyxkenu oH nackaeT KaXaylo XKeHIUHY, C KOTOPOI
3HAKOMHUTCS?

— Pa3BpaTHUK! — KpUKHY/Ia OHa eMy Bciel, Ho 0e3 To# 371005, KOTOPYIO IIpeArosaraeT nogobHoe
oOBUHEHUE. — 4 He... — Hayvajla OHa, MOJHSBININUCH U OTPSIXHYBIIUCH, HO 3aMOJT4aja, YBUAEB, YTO
IxeMM pa3BepHYJICS U UOET K Hell.

[TogxBaTHB JKCHIO Ha PYKU U IIPUKAB K T'PYAU C TAKOW CHJION, YTO OHA €[Ba He 3a[JOXHY/Iach, OH
OTHEC ee K JIOIIay U, IPUIIONHSB Haf KPYIIOM, yOpas pyKu C ee Tanuu. [leBylIKa pyxHysa B
KOJXKaHOe Ce[IJI0 ¥ CUJIBHO yoapuiach. YCIBIIaB ee KPUK, OH YIBIOHYJICS U YCTPOUJICS II03afu Hee.

EnBa nomagbs TPOHYIACk C MecTa, IKCUS OTKUHYIACh [[2KeMu Ha T'Pydb, YeM CHOBA BhI3Bajia y HETO
yneIOKy. OHa ¥ cama yinblbanachk, XOTSI OH He Bufeln 9Toro. Ha caMoM fiesie OHa BOBCe He CYHTala ero
pa3BpaTHUKOM. OH el CTBUTEILHO XOTE] MIOIEJI0BATh €e.

[Tpo1io HeKOTOpoe BpeMsi, Ipexke YeM JIeBYIIKa TUXO IIPOU3Heca:
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— V MeHs nensii Habop BCSKUX CHIPOB. TaM ecTh u OphIH3a, KOTOPYIO TH TaK JIIOOUIIE.

— Bor kak? — [IxkeMu npusarai Bce yCUIus, YToObI €To I'ojI0C 3By4as CIIOKOMHO, TIOTOMY YTO
BHYTDHU y HETO BCe JIMKOBaJo. BrepBhle oHa crefana YTo-TO CIelranbHo 11 Hero. Ho riaBHOe To,
YTO OHA 3HAeT ero BKyChl! — MelIeHX0III fajl MHe JeHbI'M Ha PAaCXOOHl, — PEIIn OH NOAAepXKaTh
pasroBop, — Ho 61arogapsi TOMy, YTO THl HATOProBasa, Mbl CMOXK€eM C3KOHOMUTD.

Pa3BepHYBIINCH, DKCUS IOCMOTPETIA EMY B JIUILIO.

— O [Ixxemu, 51 ¢ pagoCThbio TIOMOTY Tebe 9KOHOMUTE. 1 C TaKUM HaclaXIeHUEeM CETOHS TOKyIasna u
IporaBasa ToBap. brlIo Tak MHTEpecHO, U... — OHa omycTuIa ria3a. — M y MeHs 9T0 Tak XOPOIIOo
T10JTy4asioCh.

Ixxemu ynaeIOHYIICS, TS TI0OBEPX €€ TOJIOBHL.

— Trl GbIyIa BETUKOJIETIHA.

— Cepbe3H0? Thl IeMCTBUTENIBHO TaK AyMaellb?

— Ia. Tr1 6b11a mydie BcexX. T Tak XKe TallaHTJIMBa B TOPTOBJie, KaK B PUCOBaHUMU.
['ma3a 9Kcum pacIupUINCh OT YOUBIEHUS.

— Ho 51 BOBCe He Tak X0pollla B pUCOBaHUU. YBEpEHa, Thl BUMEJI PUCYHKY U IIOJIyYllE.
— Hukorpna, Hu pa3y B XXKu3HMU.

K ymoBosnbcTBUIO [I2KeMHU, [IeBYIIIKa HECKOIBKO CEKYH 0e33ByYHO IeBeuna ry0aMu, He 3Has, 9YTO
CKa3aTbh. HakoHell OHa HeCcMeJIo IPOU3Heca:

— ¢ 3ameTwuIa, 4TO TH JIIOOUII, MUHIAb, ¥ X04y HadapluInpoBaTh YTKy MUHAaneM. Bot... — OHa
BHIHYJIa M3-3a KOpCazXa IJIaThs HEeCKOJIbKO BeTouek mmasndes. — ¢ Hallljla ero u pelusia, 9YTo OH
IIOIOMIET AJIS coyca.

Barmap [I>keMu u3nydasa HEXKHOCTD.
— 4 6yny cMaKoBaTh KaXK[bl KYCOYEK, — TUXO IIPOTOBOPHUIT OH.

OKcus He cpa3dy coo0pa3uiia, 0 Y4eM TOBOPUT [[KeMHu, a KOrjia MpHsija, YTO OH UMeeT B BUAY MeCTO,
rae xpaHuics masnden, 3apgenacs. OTBEePHYBIIMCH, OHA BHOBD IIPUZKAIach CIIMHON K €T0 IPY/IH.

— MoxHo, s momory Tebe ¢ pacxogaMu? — yxKe Iepef CaMbIM JIaTepPeM CIIpPocuia OHa. — MHe
HPABUTCS OBITH ITOJIE3HOM.

— Ecnu xouerb, — cornacumcs [I:KeMu, — HO TOJIbKO 6e3 BpaHbs. UYTOOBI He OBITIO BCIKUX TAKUX
«IPAKOHOBHIX TKAHEM, KOTOPhIe HUKOTa He CHAIIMBAIOTCS». Th He MPeaCcTaBisenb, Kak s
TIepeIyrascs CerofHsl yTPOM, KOTHa IMIPOCHYJICS U He yBUOes Tels.

— 4 ngymana, Tel 0Opapyelbcsi, — Mpu3Hanach Jkcusi. — Tebe ObIIO0 OBI TTpPOIIe, eciyu Ol 5 yIasna B
KaKyI0-HUOYOb SIMy ¥ TaM OCTaJlach.

I>KeMu paccMesiyiCs U CUIbHee 00HSII ee.

— IMomararo, 51 cky4an 0wl 1o Tebe, ecu Obl THI Ipotana. KoHeuHo, n3-3a Te0s1 y MeHsI OOHU
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HEIIPUATHOCTH, HO A OBl BCE PaBHO CKyd4all.
JKcus 3Haja, YTO OH He BUJUT ee JIKIa, ¥ IT03BOJIHIa cebe IIIHUPOKO YHBIGHYTBCH.

— Y MeHs eCTh pelna ¥ MOPKOBB, a ellle OTPOMHBIM KyCOK Macia. O, a ellle y MeHs eCTb HECKOJIbKO
KPOXOTHHIX TyKOBUYEeK. Y MOKHO HaOpaTh T'YCHHBIM IyX Tebe Ha MOAYIIKY.

— Bor 051110 OB 3aMeYaTenbHO, — BOCKIUKHYN [[:keMu. OHU BheXalu B Tarepb, ¥ K HUM YKe CIIeIIn
Puc, 4T0OB TOMOYb DKCUU CIIEMIUTHCS. — [IPOCTO MOTpsicalolIe.

I'maBa 12

Kak Tonpko ®panyecka yBuaeia JKCHU0, BOCCEAAOIYI0 Ha JIoaay Brepenu [I:xkemMu, oHa cpa3y
MIOHSJIA, YTO OTHOIIEHUS MEeXAY 3TUMU ABYMS U3MEHUJIUCh. DTOT0 U CJIef0Baj0 0XKUAATh, IOTOMY
YTO JDKCHUS, KaXkeTCs, yMeeT HalTu IToAxon K MykunHe. OpaHuyecKa IIpeAroarana, 4To CEKpeT
3aK/II0YaeTCs B ee YMEHUU BKYCHO T'OTOBUTb.

«OHM MyKYUHEI, @ He 00POBHI, KOTOPHIX OTKAPMJIMBAIOT K SpMapKe, — He pa3 CIIOpusia OHa C
Oxkcueii. — Ha ux MecTe 51 OBl peliusa, YTO Thl CTPEMUIITBCS UCIIOPTUTD UM II€YEHb».

Insapsi, kKak OKcus cie3aeT c yomanu [xemu, ®panHyecka TsaxKeno B3moxHyMa. CoOBITHS
CKJIaIBIBAJINCh HE TAK, KaK e Ol X0Temoch. COracUBIIKCH BHIIATh ce0s 3a HACIIeTHUITY
Meiinenxoiia, OHa IIPeArosaraia, YTo 0yaeT MmyTelueCTBOBATh II0 CTPaHe, KAk KOPOJIeBa, U BCEM
CTaHeT U3BECTHO, KTO OHA. MyXKYuHE OyIyT MPOSIBNIAThH K HEH UHTEPEC, U OHA IOJIYYUT BO3IMOKHOCTD
BeIOpaTh cebe Myxka. Eif, KOHEUHO, IPHUIIIOCH ObI 0 CBAgLOBI TOANEPKKUBATh B CBOEM U30paHHUKE
YBEPEHHOCTh B TOM, YTO OHa GoraTast HaCJIeQHUIIA, ¥ TOIBKO MTOTOM OTKPHITH IIPaBAY, OMHAKO OHA
Hajess1ach, YTO MyX He OPOCUT ee U MOIIOOUT 3a KpacoTy. OpaHuyecka MOHKWMAra: eC/IM OHa
3ajasach IeJIbi0 CAeaTh XOPOIIYIo TapTHIO, TO HAfl0 IIPETBOPSTh CBOM IIJIaH B XKU3Hb celiyac, BO
BpPEMsI Iy TEIIeCTBHSI.

OKcuH, B OTIIMYUE OT KY3UHBI, OBIO M3BECTHO, YTO OXKHUMAET €€ B KOHIIE IIYTH, OOHAKO, B OOBIYHOMN
nnis ce6st MaHepe, OHA OTKa3hbIBajach AyMaTh O IPSAYIIEM 3aMyKeCcTBe, X0Ts, KaK AorafbiBaaach
®panuecka, B rinyOuHe OyLIU 3Hana, YTO UMEHHO el pefcTouT. dpaHuyecka XKe He IPeACTaBisina,
KaKOBHI TJIaHH [lepkrHa MeliieHx0/1ia B OTHOIIIEHHUY Hee caMoii. A BOpyT Y BonuHTOPOKOB ee
BCTPETUT IMUCHEMO, B KOTOPOM MelIeHX0IT 0TKa3bIBaeTCs OT €€ YCIYT B KaUyeCTBE «KOMIIaHbOHKU»
Oxcum? A BOPYT ee OTIPABAT Ha3af K «ceMbe»? OTIpaBsT K TeM, KOTO OHa BCerfa OIMChiBana JKCUU
KaK COHM aHTeJIOB, HO KTO B IeNCTBUTEIbHOCTY U3BOMUT ee TPeOOBaHUSIMHU IIPUCHITIATh U3 IIOMECThS
Meiigenxosta 00sble JOPOTHUX Belel, O0Ibie JeHer?

@pqueCKa 3Hala: JKCHUS CUYUTAET, 6YHTO Ha CBETE€ HET HUYEero yXKacCHee ee «30JI0TOH KJIETKU», JIUIIb
IIOTOMY, YTO Yy HE€ MaAJIO ZKN3HEHHOT' O OIIBITA. C poXneHus ee OT BCEro 06eperam/1.

Kpome Toro, ®paHyecka 3Hasa, YTO CIIy4aeTCs C KEeHIIMHAMH, KOTTla Y HUX HeT meHer. Ee MaTh Obina
OYeHb KpaCHBa, ropa3mo KpacuBee Hee camoi. OTKa3aBUIKCh OT Opaka C MPEeyCIeBaoIuM, HO
CKy4HHIM OaHKHPOM, OHa BHIIIIIA 3aMyX II0 JTII00OBU 3a YPe3BLIYAWHO MPUBIEKATETEHOTO
0e3menbHUKA, KOTOPHIM He XKeJlajl 3aHUMAaThCsI KaKUM-HUOY b meyioM 6ojiee HeCKOJIbLKUX MEeCSIIEB.
[1ATh €T HEeNPEPHIBHEIX 0€PEMEHHOCTEH JIUIINAIIA MaTh ObITOM KPACOTH.

Ewure mpu xku3nu MaTepu OpaHuecka, omeTas B U3HOIIEHHOE U 3ajlaTaHHOE IJIaThe, He pa3 CMOTpesa
M3Maly Ha POCKOIIHBINA foM OaHKMpa U CIipalnuBaja ce0s, Kak MaTh MOTJla BEIUTH 3a oTua. OHa
pasrisagbBaia neteit 0aHKUpa, HapsSXKEeHHEIX B YUCTHE U OTTJIa’kKeHHBIe Of1eK[Ibl, pa3rJIsiobBajia ux
UTPYIIKY ¥ KJs71ach cebe, YTO HUKOTHA HEe OBTOPUT OmUOKY MaTtepu. Eciu el moBe3eT u OHa
yHaCJIemyeT KpacoTy MaTepH, TO 00513aTeIbHO BOCIIONIb3YETCS €10.
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ViMeHHO ee oceHusa uaes HamucaTh [lepkuHy Melineuxomty. CooOIIIUB €My O TOM, YTO OHHU
SIBJITFOTCSI aJIbHUMH POIOCTBEeHHUKAMH 110 OpaTy OTIla, OHA IOIIPOCHTIA ero HalTu e paboTy.
®panyecKa 9acTo BCIIOMUHAJIA, KaK COYMHSIIA 9TO TMChMO, OTKJIOHSISI ONUH BapUAHT 3a OPYTUM, KaK
CTalllAJIa JIUCT JOPOroi 6yMaru co CToja lledaTHUKA. B 3TOM nuchMe OHa BhICKa3ajla MBICIIb, UTO
mouepu MelgeHxoJina, OOJIKHO OBITh, OUeHb OOUHOKO, ¥ IIPejioxKuia ce0sd B KaU4eCTBE ee IMOPYTH.

Hu omumH 4enoBek Ha 3eMJie HUKOTITIa He MCIEITHIBAJI TaKOW PafgoCTH, Kak ®paHUyecKa U ee CeMbs,
KOTZla IIPUIIIEN OTBET, K KOTOPOMY ITpUJjIarajicsl KOuesb ¢ JeHbraMu. Y CIiex mpa3gHoBalIy Lelyio
Heeto, ToOKa IeHbI'd He 3aKOHYUITUCh. Bckope Melinenxon npucian 3a ®pandyeckoi GyproH, ¥ oHa
MIOKHWHYJIa [OM, HA pa3y He OTJISHYBIIKCH Ha3ajl.

U BoT ceituac ®paHyecka yBupesa crnocod n30aBUTLCS OT DKCHUH, OT €€ CKYIIOro OTIa, OT Y2KaCHOTO
Toma, oT He0O6XOOMMOCTH 3aBUCETh OT JeHer Melinenxosuta. Ecu el ymacTcs 3acTaBUTh KaKOT0-
HUOyIb MOJIOOTO YeJioBeKa MOJI0OUTh ee, OHA 00s3aTENIbHO BHIUAET 3a Hero 3aMyx. OHa He
CTPEMHUIIACH 3all0NyYUTh B MyKbsi KpacaBlla, CTABIIETO MPEIMETOM MEUTAaHUN MHOTHX HEBYIIEK.
EOuHCTBEHHOE, Yero OHa XKeJlajia, — 3TO HalTH YeJloBeKa Bpoae GaHKKUpa, OT KOTOPOTO KOTa-TO
OTKa3aJlach ee MarTk.

Ho xak? ®paHuecke X0TeI0Ch KpudaTh OT Oeccunusi. Kak oHa MOXeT I03HAKOMHUTHCS C MOAXOISIIITIM
YeJI0BEKOM, eCITH My TEIIeCTBYET MO BUAOM XKeHHl [IxKeiiMca MoHTroMepu? IT0, KOHEYHO, OBIIO
IIYTKOM C €r0 CTOPOHEL. B oTnrume 0T JKCHUM, yMEBIIEH YCKOIBE3HYTh OT BCEBUASIIETO OKa
MoHTroMepH, y Hee He XBaTaJI0 CMEJIOCTH, YTOOBI CIBUHYTh UX OTHOIIEHUS C [[2KeMu C MEPTBOM
TOYKH.

dpaHuYecKa IOMbITaIach IpOaHaIM3UPOBaTh BO3MOXKHEIE BapUaAHTHL. [[Ba ApyKUHHUKA MOHTrOMEpU
OTIIAfAlOT: C ITEePBOTO B3TJISAa OHA MOHsIA, YTO OHU OemHEBl. MX moiokKeHNe HeHaMHOT0 JTydIlle, YeM
ee. OcTaeTcs TOJIBKO caM rpad.

Ho ero B3rnsaasl yCTpeMIIeHBl TOJIBKO Ha JKCUIO.

«4ro0 oHa mpoBanmiack!» — nogymana ®paHdecka. OKCUs He NOTafbIBAETCS, KaK MyXKYUHBL
CMOTpPSAT Ha Hee. B cBoell HEOMBITHOCTH OHA CYUTAeT, OYATO OHU BUIAT B Hell JIUIIH JIETeHJapHYI0
HacnegHuly Meiigenxonna. Ha camoM Xe fefie OHa IIPUBJIEKaeT UX KUBOCTHIO XapakKTepa, KOTopas C
JINXBOM KOMIIEHCUDPYET OTCYTCTBUE KIIACCUYECKUX YEPT BO BHEITHOCTH. HpOBeI[H BCIO 2KH3Hb
B3allepTH, OHa He UMeJia IpefcTaBIeHnus 00 9TUKeTe U C ONMHAKOBHIM YCIIEXOM MOTJia IPUHUMATh
BaXKHBIX IIOCJIAHHUKOB OTIIa KakK B capae, Tak U B TOCTUHOM.

OHa TakxXe He UMeJia MPeICTaBIeHUs 0 TUTYJIaX ¥ O TOM, YTO Hy?KHO BBIKA3hIBATh ITOYTEHUE
TUTYJIOBAHHBIM 0co0aM. [[Ba rofga Ha3aj OOUH OPSAXJIbM rpad moTpedoBas, 4ToOH ero, BIyCTUIIH B
3aMoK. OH 3asiBUJI, UTO CJIUIIKOM MHOTO HaCJIbIIIaH 00 9TOM HaclIegHUIlEe, TI03TOMY KejlaeT CBOUMHU
r7a3aMy YBUMETh ee. JKCHS 3aCTaBUJIa €ro BHIIUIBIBATD MTyX ¥ MIPOH3UTEIBHO OPABIIKX I'yCeH, a
TIOTOM TI0Ka3aJjla eMy PUCYHOK, Ha KOTOpoM OvLT n306pazkeH oH caM ¢ ryceM. CTapuK yexall, 3aBepuB
ee, 4TO BIIePBBIE B XKU3HU TaK BECeJI0 ¥ HHTEePEeCHO MPoBesl eHb. Korma yepes rofm OHU y3HAIH, YTO
OH yMep, JKCus BCe CJIe3Hl BEIMJIaKaaa OT TOPS.

[ToaTomy ®paHuYecKy He YAUBISNO, 4TO [[:KeiiMc MOHTrOMepH CMOTPUT Ha DKCHIO C BOCTOPTOM.
YouBmnsno ee opyroe: To, Kak CMOTPUT Ha Hero JKcus. U To, Kak CMOTPUT Ha Hux ob6oux Toxg. UTo-TO
IIPOUCXOMUIIO MeXy HUMU, U PpaHuecKe 0YeHb XOTeI0Ch Obl 3HaTh, UTO UMEHHO.

«JI1060BB», — C OTBpPAIlleHHuEM II0gyMaJllad OHA. Bort kinoy K IIpouCXogdaIemy. OnHa gorafgniBanaach, 9YTO
Ha ee I'jla3aX 3apoXKaaeTCd 7000Bb, 3TO TIIyImoe Oecmone3Hoe YyBCTBO, O KOTOPOM BC€E I'OBOPSAT, HO B
KOTOPOM HHMKTO HE HyXKITaeTCs. VimeHHO 11000Bb I[IpuBeJla €€ MaThb K HECHACTEIO. VimeHHO 11000Bb...
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«MMeHHO 1M000Bb YHUYTOXKUT IKCHIO, €CITU OHa He OyIeT OCTOPOXKHa», — CKalasa cebe dpaHuecka.
YTO CIAYYUTCS, €CNIM Ky3WHa MONAEeT IPOTUB BOJIM OTIIA U 3asBUT, YTO KejaeT 3aK/II4YUTh Opak ¢
obemgueBmuM rpadgom? OTell, eCTECTBEHHO, JIUIIUT ee HacJIe[ICTBa, a rpad, KoHeyHOo, 6pocuT. v ¢ uem
ocTtaHeTcst Okcusi? OHa MOBOJIBHO MIPUBIIEKATENIbHA, HO HYKHO OBITh MMMCAHOM KpacaBuIlel, YTOOH
yIa4Ho BHIMTHU 3aMyX 0e3 mpupaHoro. CnenoBaTenbHO, 663 jeHer DKCUU HUYEro He CBETHT.

«HaBepHOe, g OONXKHA CIIacTU ee, — BAPYT oceHnno Ppanyecky. — Crnactu ee oT Hee camoi. Ecnu s
yBeny y Hee [Ixkeiimca MoHTromMepH, eii Oosbliie He OyeT rpO3uTh THEB 0TIIa. M oTmafieT omacHOCTh
ocTaThcs 6e3 HacnencTBa. Ecnu xe s BHIAY 3a rpada, To ctaHy gegu ®paHdeckorr MoHTroMepH, —
yneIOHyTack OHa. — TOrga MOM CeCTPHI BRIPBYT cebe cepille OT 3aBUCTU».

OcraeTcs elle ofHa mpobaeMa: 1ops HKeiMC yTBePKOa, YTo OH OefleH ¥ UMEHHO II09TOMY B3SIJICS
3a IpemIoKeHHYI0 eMy paboTy. Ho pa3Be TuTy/moBaHHAs 0co6a MOXKeT ORITh OegHOM? YV Hero Kyda
6oraThIX PONCTBEHHUKOB, TOTOBLIX IIOMOYb, €CJIU CYOUTH II0 TOMY, C KaKOM IOCIIEIIHOCThI0 OHU
OTBETHJIX Ha ero IPOoChOy ¥ MPUCTIAIU APYKWHHUKOB B POCKOIIHEIX HOCIIeXaX MIJisT OXPAaHbl KapaBaHa.

B cpaBHeHUU C TeM, UTO OXuMAaeT ee, y [Ixkeiimca MoHTroMepu 0ojiee pagyzKHbIE TEPCIEKTUBHL: Y
HET0 BOASTCS XOTh KaKue-TO AeHbru. CnengyeT AepXKaThbCsa 3a HEro, IOTOMY YTO €U BPSA[ JI YOACTCS
II03HAKOMUTHCS C KaKUM-HUOYObh MyKUMHOU, KpoMe Hero. [1710X0, OmHAKO, TO, UYTO OH KPacus.
dpaHuyecKa yxKe ycIena IOHSATh: Y4eM YPOLAIUBee MyXK4YKWHA, TEM JierTdye UM YIIPaBJIiTh.

®panyecka elle pa3 B3rJISHYJIa Ha DKCHUIO ¥ IpHUIIypuiack. Mtak, oHa mocrasuia cebe 1enb. K
KOHIIy ITyTeLIeCTBUS OHa CTaHeT XKeHou [[xkelimca MoHTromepu. Y mobreTcs cBoero, 4ero Obl 3TO HU
crowno. HacTynuT geHb, Korga JKCHus m00IarogapuT ee.

OKCHUS pacKiiafibiBajia BeI B OOHOM U3 3TUX y2KaCHHIX U HeymoOHBIX (GyproHoB. Ecimu Koponesa
AHTTIMM MOXKET OTKPHITO IIEPEABUTATHLCS 10 CTPaHe, TO IT0YEeMY 3TO 3allpellleHO HaCleqHUuIle
Meiipenxonna? OTBET, eCTECTBEHHO, 3aKJ/II0YaeTCsd B CKyNoCcTU [lepkuHa MergeHxoa, He
JKeJallIero MIaTUTh MHOTOYHCIIEHHON OXpaHe M TEM CaMBIM BHIHYZK[IAIOIIETr0 eqUHCTBEHHYIO 0Yb
IIyTeIlecTBOBATH IO BUIOM IOYEpU PSIAOBOr0 TOproBija. Ho SKcuio 3To, KaXKeTCs, BIIOJTHE
yCTpauBaeT, OHa II0JIb3yeTCSI BO3MOXKHOCTHIO IIOTOPTOBaThLCSA C YePHBIO. Kak U ee 0Tily, el HpaBUTCS
nesnaTh NEHbIH.

[MogusBuch, PpaHyecKa OTPSIXHYTA MIaThe. BN, B OTIMYME OT KY3UHEI, ITPETUIIO IIyTELUIECTBOBATE B
dbyprouax. Korga ona cranet megu ®panyeckoit MoHTroMepH, TO OYIET €30UTh TOJIBKO B KapeTax C
OapxaTHOU 0OMBKOM M B COIIPOBOXKIEHUY lecsiTKa jakeeB. OHa...

— Yto TH 3amyMana?

q)paH‘-IeCKa TIOAIIPBITHYJIA, YCIIBIIIAB IIEIIOT Ha[ YXOM. Ei He Hanao OBII0 IMOBOPA4YMBATHCA, YTOOHI
Y3HATh, KTO UMEHHO CTOHUT 3a CHHHOU — Tom, sToT FHYCHBIfI KOPOTEHIIIIKA.

— TTomarao, MHe yJacTCs CIacTh JKCHIO OT Hee CaMOi, — OTBETHJIa OHA M, TOPJI0 BCKUHYB
I0A0OPOMOK, MOIIIA TPOYh.

«IIycThb ITOJIOMAET T'0JIOBY Hafi MOMMH CJIOBAMHU, — IIOAyMasia OHa. — II0CMOTPHM, KaK OH CO CBOEH
mobuMoit JKcuen O6ymeT rafaTh, YTO S UMeJia B BULY».

YCMeXHy'BI.HI/ICI:, OHa HaIIPaBUIACh IIPAMUKOM K MOHTI"OMepI/I.

— He xoTuTe 1 IporynaThCsa CO MHOU? — mpennoxun [xxemu OpaHuecKe U Nofaa el pyKy. —
Takoi BOCXUTUTENbHBIN Beuep!
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OHM IBUHYJIUCH II0 TPOIIMHKE B CTOPOHY OT JIarepsi.

— Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO IHel MbI OyIeM HoueBaTh B IOMe, — CTapascCh 3aBs3aTh Oeceny, CKa3al
IOxemu. — C kpoBaTamu. dpaHuyecka yIbIOHYIACh.

— 970 6b17T0 OB 3aMeYaTEeTbHO. f yKe yCTasma OT MUINY, KOTOpasi TOTOBUTCS Ha KOCTpe, —
TOMOPIIMBIIKNCE, foOaBuUIa OHA.

— Ho 9xcust roToBUT BKYCHO, HE IIPpaBOa m? Hukorga e AOyMaJll, 9TO MUHOAJIb MOZKET TdK
AIlllIEeTUTHO ITaXHYTh, — 3dMETHUII IxeMmu.

OpaHYeCcKa, B CyMepKax Ka3aBIIasics elle KpacuBee, 6pocuia Ha Hero B3TJISM U3-II0M OMYIIEeHHBIX
PECHHUII.

— Bl rynsieTe co MHOH, a TOBOPUTE O OPYTOU XKeHIIUHE?
— YTo BHI, HET, — BO3pa3u’ [I;keMu, He 3HABIINYU YTO ellle CKa3aTh.

BresanHo cmex ®paHYeCcKy HapYLIUII 3aTAHYBIIEECS MoT4aHue, U [I;KeMu BOIIPOCUTEJIBHO
IIOCMOTpEII Ha Hee.

— M&z1 10X0KH, IpaBaa?
— VBepeH, 4TO 3TO TaK, HO B YEM Ke? — IIOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

— Ckaxwute, [[xeitMc MOHTTOMepH, BaM KOTHa-HUOYIb IPUXOAUIIOCH YXaXKKUBATh 3a JaMou? J umero
B BHIY, BaM IIPUXOJUIIOCH IIPUIaraTh BCe YCUNUS, YTOOb 0OpaTUTh Ha cebst ee BHMMaHue? [lapuTh
uBetsl? [TucaTth cTuxm?

JXeMU IIOCIIEITHO OMyCTHII TOJIOBY.
— [Ipu3Hathcs... — 3aKosebascs OH.

— WY MHe He IPUXOOUIIOCH MOOUBATHCS Ybero-Tub0 BHUMaHuUs, — 3asgBuia ®paHuyecka. —
EnvHCTBEHHOE, UTO OT MeHs TPeb0oBasoCh, — 3TO CIIOKOMHO XKIaTh, KOTMla OHU CaMH IIPUAYT KO MHeE.
MyXK4YWHBI CpakKaluCh B OEAMHKAX Pagy YeCTH CUAETD PANOM CO MHOW. ManbYuKM OTIIUXUBAJIA OPYT
IpyTa JTOKTSIMHU, CTPEMSICh [TOJaTh MHE YaIllKy CO CJITagKUM CUOPOM. be3 COMHEHUs, BE HaXOJUTECH B
TAKOM Ke CUTYalluHu.

Herpomko paccMmesBmncs, [IxxeMu ITOGHAT Ha Hee Iiasa.
— [Ipu3Haw, 4To BCe [aBasioCh MHE JIETKO, HO JIUIIE... 0 HeJJaBHEeT0 BpeMeHHU.
dpanyecka HaXMypHUJach.

Opuako MeIiciy [IxkeMu ObITM 3aHATH «HEOaBHUM BpeMeHeM». EMy Ka3aJiochk, YTO OH 3HAET JKCHUI0
BCIO X13Hb. OH ITOMHUT [eHb, KOTHa HaKPhUI ee TeJI0 CBOMM, OH HUKOTla He 3a0y/eT, Kak OTIIIerna’n
ee, IEPEKHMHYB Yepe3 KOJIeHO, KakK 3aTeM OHa, HaOpOCUBIINCEH Ha HETo, ucllapanalia eMy LeKy U
nonOuia rya3, Kak OHa Clajia, CHaydasla B cefijie, IPUCIIOHUBIINCE K HEMY, @ IIOTOM YCTPOUBIINUCE Y
HEero Ha KOJIeHSX...

— ...n 06cynuTh cBamp0y. HaBepHOe, CTOUT BCe iepKaTh B TallHE U JIUIIb CIYCTS HEKOTOPOE BPEMS
pacckasaTh MOEMY OTIIY...
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— CBapp0y? — mepecmpocu [I;keMu, He CIIbIIABIINAY, 0 Y4€M OHA TOBOPHUJIA.
®panyecka B3MaxHyja OIMHHBIMUA PECHUIIAMHU.
— 4l pemua, 4TO BB XOTUTE 3alO0IyYUTh 30JI0TO MelineHxoma. Moe HacencTso.

— ... — [I>xeMu He TTIOHPABUIIOCH, YTO ®paHUyecKa OeccTpacTHO 00IeKya B CJI0BA MPUYHUHEI,
BLIHY2K[IaBILIE €r0 IIPOCUTH €€ PYKH.

— Bce B [lopsaake, — yCIIOKOMJIa €70 OHa, IIPUKUMasACh I'PYAbI0 K €ro JIOKTH0. [loragaBIInCh, YTO B
MBICJISIX OH [la/IeKO, OHa Pe3K0 OTCTpaHuUIach 1, 3aKphIB JIaOHSIMU JIUII0, cOeflaia Bum, OyaTo
nnadeT. — O [IxKeMm#u, BH He 3HaeTe, 4TO XKaeT MeHs. OTel] BLIOpaJ AJIs MeHs y2KacHOTO 4ejloBeKa. B
MOeH XKU3HU HUKOTHa He OymeT meTed u mio0Bu. Uepes TPU HeeNu 1MOCiie POXKIECHUS MeHS
3aKJII0YUIIHU B TIOPbMY. bpak He mpuHeceT MHEe CBOOOHI, ST OCTAHYCh TAKOM Ke 3aKIio4ueHHou. O, MHe
He BEHIHECTH 3TOTO!

I>xeMu cresian TO, YTO [eJlaa BCceraa, KOrha KeHIHa I71akana: 00HIB ®paHYecKy, OH ITpUKaJ ee K
cebe ¥ JTaCKOBO IIOTJIaJHUJI 110 TOJIOBE, YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTb.

— ¢1 3Ha0: B IKCHUM B3LITPaja HEHABUCTh U 37100a, KOTga OHa 00BsSIBMIIA, YTO BEI HAJEETECh XKEHUThCS
Ha MHe. Ho Ha camoM fese T'ocmofib yCbIlIan MOM MOIUTBEL { MeuTasa, YToOH OTel] IPUCal Ko
MHE KPaCHBOTO 1 00XOIUTEILHOI0 YeI0BeKa, YTOOH OH... HeT, T He 0CMeIIoCh MPOU3HECTH 3TO
BCIIYX.

— U Bce Xe cKaxuTe MHe, — IIpolenTas [[:KeMu, KOTOPBIA JoTafibiBajics, KaKuM OyIeT OTBET, U
3apaHee CTPAIIUIICS ero.

— YToOHl 9TOT YEJIOBEK CIlac MEeHS OT yzKacHOTo Opaka, oT Oymyiiero, 6ojiee XKyTKOT0, 4YeM
HaCTosIIee.

— Bai oTer; oka3an MHe moBepue. OH... — Haydan J[IxKeMu.

— A Bama ceMbs? — HanoMHHuTa eMy @paHuecka. — OHU Tak ke 6efiHbI, Kak JKcusi? VM Terio
3UMOM? A YeM OHM IIMTAIOTCS?

[>KeMu CTJIOTHYJI, BCOMHUB, KaK bepeHrapus onuceiBaja IieCHEBETYI0 YeUeBHUIly, KaK OHa
MeuTaja o Telljie. B mocnenHee BpeMs DKCHS 3acTaBuia ero 3a0BITh 0 JOJIre Iepef ceCTpaMu, HO
ceriyac OpaHYyecKa BEpHYJa ero K JeMCTBUTEIbHOCTH.

— M=1 06BeHUaeMcst TaltHO, — CXBATHB €T0 3a PYKY, B3AMONIKUIIACch KpacaBuiia. — OTel] HUYero He
CMOXKeT CHIe/IaTh C TeM, YTO MHI XKeHaThl. OH He 00BSIBUT Halll OpaK HeNeHCTBUTEIbHEIM,

— Ho... — JI;xeMu pacxoTenoch 4To-I11u00 TOBOPUTE. «A BOPYT MelIeHX0I TaK Pa303JIUTCS, YTO
JIIINAT ee HacleacTBa?» — MogyMai OH.

CrnoBHO mpouyuTaB ero Meiciu, OpaHdyecKa CKa3ana:

— JIrogu TakK OKOJIIOBaHbI 00TaTCTBOM OTII@, YTO COBCEM 3a0BIIM O MOEM MaTepH, KoTopas Oblyla
IO4Yephio 0YeHb 60raToro yenoBeka. ECu oTel HUYero He OTHACT MHE, Y MEeHSI OCTaHYTCS TOMECThS
mema, IoMa ¥ OOWH WU [Ba 3aMKa. Y MeHs eCTb COOCTBEHHBIH 10X0[, Ipu4YeM HeMakbiii. — OHa
yneIbHyMack. — K ToMy Ke 51 He Bepio, UTO MOEro OTIa-TOPTOBIla pa3oyapyeT TOT (GaKT, UTO S BHIIIIIA
3aMyX 3a rpacda, KOTOPBIM HOCUT CllaBHOE UM MOHTroMepH.
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— Tlonarato, BH IIPaBhl, — PACCESHHO TPO6OPMOTa [IKeMHu.

Ona IMOAHSA Ha HEro riaa3a, 1 OH YBUEJI, YTO CBEPKAIOIIKWE, KaK 6pI/IJUII/IaHTbI, CJIE3NHKHU I'OTOBEL
CKATHUTHCA 110 €€ IIEKaM.

— Bl cnacete Mens, na? Pagu mens! Pagu Bamei cembu! [I;keMu B3sJ1 €€ 3a IJIEYX U OTOABUHYII OT
cebst Ha PacCTOSTHUE BBITSIHYTOM PYKH.

— {1 cmemnaio Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOHL... CIIaCTH Bac, HO YeCTb TpebGyeT, YTOOH s CHavala UCIIPOCHUIT
pa3peleHus y Baliero oTia. S He MOTy MTOWTH Ha TaliHOe BeHuaHue. OH MOKeH JaTh CBOE COTJIacHe.

®panyecka 0TBepHYJIaCh, YTOOH OH He yBUfel ee nuila. Henb3st OMyCTUTh, YTOOB U3BECTHE 00 UX
cBapib0e MOCTHTIIO YIIeH OTIla DKCHUH.

— Kakoe MHe [1eJ10 [0 ero coryiacusi? Bcio XKu3Hb OH Jepikajl MeHs B 3akmioueHud. OH TOTOB IIPOJATh
MeHs JII000MYy, Y KOT0 eCTh 30JI0TO. Pa3Be 51 He 3aC/TyKUBAI0 CYACThs, KaK Ii000i YeI0BEeK Ha 3eMye?

— He roBopure Tak o cBoeM ortiie. He... — [[:KeMu 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO HE CIIOCOOEH pacCyXkpaaTh
3mpaBo. bpak — 3TO Cepbe3HbIi 1I1ar, U IPEeJBAPUTENILHO CIIEAYyeT BCe THaTeNlbHo 06ayMaTts. Ecnu on
Pa303IUT Takoro 6orava, Kak MeugeHX0JIJI, YTO CITYYHUTCS C ero ceMbei? Hemnb3st 3a6bIBaTh 0
cectpax. — ...

— ¢ He HpaBIIOCh BaM, — 3akmouuna ®paHyecka ¥ 00MKEHHO OTTOIBIPHIIA HUKHIOK I'y0y, YTO HU B
KOey Mepe He YMaJIUJIO ee 04YapoBaHus. — f COBCEM He HpaBJIIOCh BaM.

— HampoTuB, BBl HpaBUTECh MHE, — BO3pa3uJl [I2KeMH, IOHKMas, YTO eTro CJIOBaM HeoCTaeT
yOemuTeTbHOCTH.

YecTHO roBOPS, OH Majio ayMas 0 ®paHdyecke B OC/IETHEE BPEMS.

— Kaxertcs, s Bac moHsina, — X0lI0gHO 00bsIBMIIa OHA. — TaKoe CJIy4YaeTcs He B epBLIM pa3. Bemb 4,
KaK-HUKaK, HacllemHuIla MeliieHX0/a, ¥ MyK4YMHE T06anBaTCcs MeHs. Hu oguH MyK4uHa He
MOXKET IMOII00UTh MEHS IIPOCTO TakK. BceM HYyKHBI MOY OEHbIH. JKCHUS XKe 3aKUTaeT JI000Bb B cepflie
Kaxpgoro. Barnsuute Ha Toga, Ha 3T0 uymoBuine. OH yxXaXXuUBaeT 3a Hel. [Jaxke Bam ToMac
IIOCMAaTPUBAET Ha Hee. MeHs ke 3a 30JI0TOM He BUIUT HUKTO. DKCHS MpaBa: s He KUBOE CYIIEeCTBO, 5
30JI0TO MOETO OTIIA.

®paHuYecKa Pe3KO IMOBEPHYIach U cobpaack yiTu, Ho [I:KeMu CXBATHII ee 3a PYKy. [[:ko0u Bcermga
yTBepKMaa: CTOUT JKEHIIMHe PaccKa3aTh eMy AYLIEIIUAIATeIbHYI0 HCTOPHUIO, U OH CTAHOBUTCS
MSITKMM, KaK BOCK.

— ®paHyecka, — JTaCKOBO ITPOTOBOPHUIT OH, — BHI ommr0aeTech. Bel 3aMeuaTenbHas KeHIuHa. JIr060
OBLLT OBI CYACT/IUB B3SATH BaC B JKEHEL.

— O [I:xemu, — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHa ¥ 00BHJIa €ro I1er0 pykaMu. — 4 3Haja, YTO BHI JIIOOUTE MEHS.
3Hana. 4 cTamy nydied X)eHOU Ha cBeTe. A Ballla ceMbsi OyIeT XKUTh B TEIlJIe U YIOTe, y Hee OymeT
[OCTaTOYHO eIbl ¥ BCEro, YTO MOXKHO KYNIUTh Ha AeHbru Meunenxonna. Bot ysunure. f nam Bam
c4yacThe, KOTOPOe He UMeJl HU OfWH 4YesioBeK Ha 3eMyie. — OTCTpaHUBLIKCH OT Hero, OpaHyecKa
B3sJIa €ro 3a pyKy. — [laBaliTe BepHeMCH B Jlarepb U pacCKaxkeM OCTaJIbHBIM. — BHe3alHo el B
T0JIOBY IIpHUIIIa NOTPSACALIas uies, U B ee ra3ax 3aropescs oronek. — [la, BBl e CTBUTEJIBHO
IOJIXKHEL HamucaTh MoeMy oTiy. M g Hamumty emy. Mbl oTipaBuM 06a UChbMa C OOHUM IIOCHITLHEIM.
YBepeHa, 0Tel] COTJIaCUTCS, €My IIOHPABUTCS, YTO K €T0 fouepu OyOyT o0paliaThCs «JIemu».
[Torimemte! Yero Bul KaeTe? — OHa 03afadeHHO ITOCMOTpPena Ha [Ixkemu. — YTo-To He Tak? Pa3Be BHI
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He II0JTy4aeTe TO, YTO X0Tenu? Bh XKe XKeHUTeCh Ha HaciaenqHuie Metnenxosna. [ToxanyncrTa,
CKaXXHTe, pa3Be 9TO HE TO, K YeMY BbI CTPEMHUITUCE?

— Ha, — HpOGOpMOTaH IxeMu. — DTO UMEHHO TO, 4TO 5 00s13aTEeIbHO JOXKEeH caennaTh. To, B UeM
HY2XKIOaeTCd MOsS CEMb4.

®paHYecKa IMOAHSIa PYKH U 3aKPyKUIach Ha MECTe.
— ¥ cyacTnuBenIas XeHIHa Ha 3emie! A BEI? BBl c4acCTINBLI?

— O ga, — oTBeTHuJ OH. — ¢ 0UeHb-0YEeHDb CUACTIINB. f MeMCTBUTEIbHO cYacT/iIuB. — OOHAKO B €T0
roJioce CIbIIIanachk rpycTb. — [loiiieMTe, — Me[JIeHHO IPOTOBOPUJI OH, — MBI JOJIXKHEL BEPHYTHCSI K
OCTaJIbHEIM.

— Ila, MBI DOKHEI paccKas3aTh UM, — PaIOCTHO BOCKIHKHYIa ®paHyecka u 3amonyana. — Ho
I>xeMu, MOPOTOH, maBaiiTe He OymeM YIOMKUHATh O IMHChMaX K OTIY. IIpOCTO CKaxkeM, UTo
cobupaeMcs TaHo 06BeHYaThCsi. C BaMU BCe B MOPSAKE?

— Koneuno, — 6ypkuyn [I:keMu 1 co B3L0oX0M OOpeT 3a Hell K Jlarepio.

"Iloporue cecTphi!

BrnionHe BO3MOXKHO, BCe Ballld MEYTHl CTAHYT 5iBbI0. KaxkeTcs, s XKeHI0Ch Ha HaCJIeTHUIlE
Meiinenxonna. Het, He gymaliTe, 4TO 3[eCh 3aMelllaHa J1i000Bb. Hu B KoeM ciydae. PpaHuecKy
HyKHO cractu. OHa HyKJaeTcCs B 3all[UTe, a MBL — B HOBOY Kphillle. Pa3Be He Ha TaKUX IPUHIUIIAX
3aKJII04al0TCs BCe yOauHble Opaku?

OmHako s He YBEpPEeH, UTO MHI II0KEHUMCS, TOTOMY YTO ITPOJO0JIKAl0 HaCTauBaTh Ha TOM, YTOOH
TIONIy4YUTh pa3pelleHue ee oTua. He mpeacTaBisiio, Kak OH MOXKET COTJIaCUThCS, €CIIU YKe OTHal ee
pyKy mpyromy. Ho ®paHuecka cuuTaeT, YTO OH JACT corjlacue. Kak TONBKO MbI €T0 TOIYYUM, TO
cpa3y MoXeHUMCH.

4 06s13aTenbHO COOOINY BaM, KakK Hasblie MOUAyT mesa.

Bel moMHUTE DKCHIO, 0 KOTOPOU 51 paccKa3biBall BaM? OKa3asioch, YTO OHA YPEe3BhIYalHO IMOJIe3Ha,
IIOTOMY YTO O4YeHb yIa4HO TOpryeT. HecMoTps Ha TO YTO OHa 6€33aCTeHYMBO Jirajia, pacXBaIuBast
CBOM TOBap, el yAaJoCh MPOAaTh Leblid PyproH TKaHel, a Ha BRIpYy4YeHHbIE IEHbI'U IPUKYIIUTE KOe-
KaKyI0 JKMBHOCTh, KOTOPYIO 3aTEM OHa BHIMEHSJIa Ha COTHIO Tap O0THHOK Y OOHOTO TOoproBiia. Ha
OCTaBIIKMECS OEeHbI'M OHA KyNuja THICSAYY IYTOBUIl Y BOOBEI, BO3BpAIABIIENCS C IOXOPOH MyXa.
[Tocrne aTOr0 OHa 3acTaBUla BCeX HaC — KpoOMe ~ HaCJIeMHULBI, eCTECTBEHHO, — MPUIIKABATh
IyTOBUIIL K O0TUHKAM, a Ha CJIeTYIOIINY OeHb Ipojiaia Bce 3TU OOTHHKY B IBa pa3a AOPOXKe, YeM
IIOKyTasna.

Puc roBopuTt, 4TO 3a Hepesoo OHa YTPOUJia CYMMY, BEIDYYEHHYIO 3a TKaHU, U 4YTO Yepe3 Mecdll y Hee
OymeT mOCTaTOYHO feHer, 4TOOh KynuTh moM. Ho st 6010Ch, YTO Puc mpeyBeInyruBaeT, IOTOMY 4YTO OH,
KaxkeTcd, BiroOseH B Hee. U Tomac Toxe.

U Bce xke Onaromaps KCHUHM 51 He IOTPATUI HU MEeHCa U3 JeHeT, BRIAaHHBIX MHEe MelIeHX0IIoM.

Ha #eckonbko mHeU MBI OCTaHOBUMCH Yy JI9kiiaHa TuBepiieMa. Tam MBI BCTPETUM OCTaJIbHbIE
byprousl Melinenxomnia u OyneM XaaTh nucbMa 0T 0Tiia OpaHuyecky, MOITOMY MOXKeETe NHUCaTh MHE
Tyza.
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[IIm0 BaM cBOIO M1000Bb ¥ MOJIUTBEL. Batu mobsiui 6part, [IxxeMu.

P. S. MHe o4deHb XKaJlb, HO IYPIYPHBIN IIETKOBLIM Ty0eT 1mo-. Tub 6e3B03BPaTHO, IIOTOMY UTO JKCHUS
IIOJOXKTJIa ero. {1 caMm efBa He cropenl. Ho He TpeBOXKbTECH, 0KOTH 3a2KUBAIOT OBICTPO".

— Hy? — cnpocuna [1:ko6u y cecTpbl. — M 4TO 2Ke TH AyMaellb? YBepeHa, OH XKEHUTCS Ha
HacjiegHuile MeuneHxoJia.

YBepeHa, [TepkuH MelifneHxomnn OyaeT cHacTIUB, €CJIM ero Oo4b BhET 3a [Ixkemu. Benb oH rpad), B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB.

— A s He yBepeHa, — oTBeTHJIa BepeHrapusi, BAObIXasi apoMar I[BETOB, POCIINX B CaJuKe 3a

3aMKOM. — HeyKemu Thl cuuTaellb, YTO Hall OpaT oTKa3ascs Obl JKeHUTLCS Ha HaCJIeJHULIE
Méiinenxona, ecau Obl 3TOT O0rad IPEAJIOXUII eMy CBOIO f04b? Heyxkenu Halencs Obl MyXK4KHa,
CIIOCOOHBINM 0TKA3aThCsl OT TAKOT'0 IIPeAIokKeHUs? Beib BOKPYT COTHU 00eQHEBIIUX OBOPSH, KOTOPHIE
C PafoCThIO COTTIACUINCH Ol JKeHUTHCS Ha Hell. He coMmHeBaioch, uTo y MeilineHxosta ObUIM BeCKUe
IIPUYUHEL BEIATh CBOIO [0Yb 3a ChIHA 60raToro Kymiia.

— BepHo, — ¢ HeE0ox0TOM cornacunach [1:ko6u. — A 4TO TH AyMaellb 00 3TON JKCUu?
— Ilonarato, — nokone6aBIIKCh, TPOroBopunia bepeHrapus, — oHa OUeHb UHTEPEeCHas TUYHOCTS.
— WHTepecHasn? YOIUBUTENBHO, UTO MO CUX IIOP HUKTO HE OKYHYII €€ C TOJIOBOM B IIOMOMHYIO SMY.

— Ho ¢ mpyroit CTOPOHEI, 3aUeM TOM XKeHIIMHE THICsSYa IMyroBull? Bo3aMoxkHO, oHa Orla 61arogapHa,
YTO XOTh KTO-TO KYIIHII UX Y Hee.

k001 ocTaHOBHUIACh U MOCMOTpPesia Ha bepeHrapuio. [1o KaKoi-TO IpUYKHE TOJTYUYUIOCh TaK, YTO
OHM TIOMEHSITUCH posiMu. OOBIYHO UMEHHO [I:K00H OT/IMYarach HeIOBEpHUeM U ITMHU3MOM, cerdac
e UMeHHO bepeHrapus cTajia pacCyXmaTh O JeHbraX U OLIeHUBATH YbH-THO0 IIOCTYIKYU C TOUKH
3peHus meHer. Kpome Toro, B 3T0M IKCHUM OBIIO HEYTO, YTO OUEHb HE HPaBUIIOCH [12K00w.

— Ax, [Ixxo0u, — B3goxHy/1a bepenrapusi, — nouemy B Tebe HET poMaHTUKU? Thl OOUIILCS, YTO HAII
moporoi 6paT, Ype3BbIYaHO POMAHTUYHAS HATypa, BMIOOUTCS B 3Ty JKCHIO, Y KOTOPOM HET HYU MTeHca
3a OyIIoi, ¥ MBI HUKOTa He OymeM XKUTh B MOCTaTKe?

— Cyns 1o TBOMM CJIOBaM, OH yzKe BioOuscs B Hee, — OypkHyya [1:xko6u. — Ho 4To TH uUMeelb B
BUMY IIO[l TeM, YTO Halll OpaT — «4Ype3BhYallHO POMaHTHYHas HaTypa»? Heyxkenu 61aromaps cBoi
POMaHTHYHOCTHU OH CTaJl TAKUM OTJIMYHBEIM COJIHATOM?

— KoreuHo.
— Tet comta ¢ yMa. Kakasi poMaHTHKa B TOM, YTOOL yOUBATh U KaJI€UUTh?

— Tebe mpekpacHO U3BECTHO, YTO [[3KeMU HeHAaBUOUT U TO, U ApPyroe. MM ABUKYT [ONT U
cTpeMiieHue O0POTHCS 3a CIIPaBeIIMBOCTh, 3a T00eqy moOpa Hafl 37I0M.

— IIpaBunbHO, — MEIeHHO Mpou3Heca J[[:Ko0u, — HO KaKoe OTHOIIEeHHE 3TO UMeeT K JKcuu? Y
MEHS CJIOXKHUJIOCH BlleYaTJIEeHWe, YTO OHA CBOAUT ero ¢ yMa. OH rOBOPHUT, YTO OHa IIOA0XKTIJIa €ro. —
IeBouka npuilypunack. — Kak 65 MHE XOT€JIOCh IIOJIKeYh ee.

Hesupsammuit B3op bepeHrapuu 6bl1 ycTpeMIieH BAab.
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— He Mmormna 681 TH coOpaTh A/ MEHS IBETKOB BUIIHU? CyOs IO CUJle apoMarTa, y Hac OymeT
XOPOILIXU YpoxKai.

BriHyB 13 HOXKeH HeOobiIoi kuHxar, [1:kobu cpe3ala HECKOJIBKO BETOK C ONIMKauIero gepesa.
— YTo MBI OTBETHM HallleMy OpaTiry?

— TrI cupalmrBaenis 0 TOM, YTO UMEHHO HaM HalucaTh, YTOOH BEIHYOUTH €TI0 BIIOOUTHLCS B OOraTyio
JKEHINHY, Ha KOTOPOM OH, KaK yTBEPKJaeT, BO3MOXKHO, JKEHUTCS, HO JIAIIL Pafgy TOTO, YTOOHI
OOHOBUTH KPHINIy B HAIlEM iOMe?

— Toyno. Tl He gyMaellb, YTO €0 YyBCTBO HOJITa MOXKET OKa3aTh Ha HEro BIUsSHUE B Opake, U OH
IIOJII00UT ee? MBI CIUIIKOM OeIHEl, YTOOLI BCIIOMHHATE O JII0OBH.

— OH U TaK TAHEeT CJIUIIKOM TSAXKeJBIU IPy3, — C Fopedbio 3aMeTusa bepenrapus. — Mama u 4...
— U 1, — pmob6aBuna [Ixko6u. — 4 x04y, KaK KOpojeBa, HUKOIIa He BEIXOOUTDH 3aMyxk!

— A 4 X04y, Kak ITuejnHas MaTKa, HapoXkKaTh COTHIO JeTel, YToOk BCe OHU [epKajluCh 3a MO0 100Ky
U BUC/IM Ha MHE. [[3)K001 HEBECEJI0 YCMEeXHYIach.

— Bcerma ecTh BO3MOXHOCTH BEIMTH 3a ['eHpu OnuBepa. OH macT Tebe...
— Tol y MeHS 3a 9TO IOJIy4uIllh, — BOCKIUKHYJIa bepeHrapus U yxBaTHjIa MJIaflIyi0 CECTPY 3a PYyKaB.
I'maa 13

HoxXnb IIe/I HECKOJIBKO JHEeH. PeKu B3[MyNIKCh, a JOPOTH, U TaK IJIOXKE, IIPEBPATUIKCH B CIIJIONIHOE
MECHBO, B KOTOPOM BSI3JTH HOTH JIOIIafiel 1 Kojleca (GyproHoB.

I>xeMu 10 TITyOMHBI TyIIN XKajes ce0s, KOT[a BEIHYKIeH OBl BEITACKUBATh QypProHe! u3 rps3u. C
Yero 3TO BAPYT OH BO3JIOXKHUJI Ha ceOs1 OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3@ TOPTOBhIE ()YPTOHBI U ITOCTOSTHHO
ccopuBInuxcs monen? OH Bcerga OB COMIATOM. ABISIsSIChH MIAIIMM 6PATOM B CeMbe, KOTOPHIH He
HaCJIeOyeT HU TUTYJI, HU 3EMJIH, OH BRIHYK/EH ORI CaMOCTOSITENIbHO MIPOKJIAgLIBaTh cebe Jopory B
JKW3HH, TT09TOMY BEIOpa MPodeccuio BOEHHOTO.

Ho Bens Y HETO U TaK HET 3€MJIH, OyMaJl OH, OCTaHABJIKBAs CBOIO JIOIIAOb. IoKaOb MU KaK u3 Belpa,
3ariyiiasa BCe 3BYKH.

CrnemuBimics, [IkeMy HanpaBuiiCs K yBs3IIeMy @yprory. Ero Horu yronanu B rpsi3u 10 LIUKOJIOTKY,
OH BeChb IPoMOK. OfHaKo peKpacHo OHUMaJl, YTO IJlaBHas ero npobieMa 3akKiIdaeTcs He B NOXK[e,
a B Okcuu. MHorma eMy Kas3ajoch, 4TO O 3HAKOMCTBA C Hell B er0 XU3HU He OBUIO HUKAKUX IIPOOJIEM.
CpaxeHus He Ha XU3Hb, & HA CMePTH Ha [oJie OpaHU BEITIAAAT YeM-TO HeCYIIeCTBEHHEIM I10
CPaBHEHHUIO C TeM, YTO eMy IIPULUIOCH BEIHECTHU B IIOCTIeJHUE OHHU.

EnBa oH pemus, 94To MeXIy HUMH YCTaHOBWINCH IPyKECKHe OTHOIIEHNUS, KaK BCe B MTHOBEHHE OKa
nepeMeHuIoCk. [Ipexk/e 4eM OH yCIesl OCTaHOBUTh PpaHuecKy, Ta nogbexasa K KOCTPY U BO
BCeyCIbIIaHue 00bsIBUIIa, YTO OHU COOHMpAIOTCS MOXKEeHUThCSI. HaBepHOoe, eMy HUKOTIa He 3a0bITh
BBIPAKEHUS JTMIla DKCHM. 3a MTHOBEHHE [0 TOr0 KakK OHa OTBEPHYJIACh U IepecTasia 3aMedaTh ero, OH
yCIIesn YBUIETh B ee riia3ax u 00j1b, ¥ HeJOBEpHe, U CMEPTENTbHYI0 MYKY. [[2KeMu IBaXKIbl MBITAJICS
3aroBOPHUTH C Hel, 00BSICHUTD, YTO OH He CBOOOMEH, UTO [JIT HEero XeHuThba — 3TO CHesiKa, YTO OH He
MMeeT ITpaBa CJIeoBaTh BeJleHuIo ceppama. [IoToMy 4To eciu oH OyHeT cilymaTh cBoe cepaiie... Ho
OKcus He XKejnana ciayumath ero. OHa BeIphIBajia PyKy ¥ yXOfAuia npoyb. [1o3xke, mmocmue
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IIPONOIKUTEIFHEIX PA3MBIIIICHHUH O IYIIEBHHIX CTPAJaHKUIX U O HOJTe Ieper o0eIHeBIIed CeMbeH,
OH 3aKJIIOUMIL: IS HEeTO Jaxe JIy4lle, YTO JKCHUS 0TKA3kIBA€TCS TOBOPUTH ¢ HUM. OMHAKO MBa JHS
CIIyCTSI, KOTTla OHA COO0IIMIIa BCEM, UTO CITyYUIIOCh HECUACThe U OTPOMHOE «KOJIECO» OGPHIH3HI KaKUM-
TO 00Pa30M BHIKATHIIOCh U3 (DyproHa, eMy 3aX0TeJI0Ch IIaKaTk.

Ho emy cTaso eme Xyze, KOrj[ia CETOTHS yTPOM JKCHUS MPEMOJHECIa Prcy MOAyIIedKy U3 TOTO
caMoro Imyxa, KOTOpEIH cobupaa s Hero, [IxeMu.

E1re HECKOJTBKO YacOB, ¥ OHH, eclii OyIeT Ha TO BOJs BoXbsl, OKaXyTCsI B JOMe ero Jpyra u
TOBapHlla 10 opyxkwuto JIakinana TusepiieMa. TaM ux XKAyT CyXye KpOBaTU U ropsiyas efa. Toraa,
HaBEpPHOeE, ¥ BCEX YIYUILIUTCS HACTPOEHHUE.

CkBO3b neneny goxas [IKeMu BUAEN, KaK 110 I'PSI3U II0JI3eT TaK Ha3blBaeMBIN «IPaKOHOB Qpyprou». B
COOTBETCTBUU C €T0 TPUKa3aHueM 00euX XKEeHIIUH Pa3MeCTHU/IH B 3TOM QyproHe, Tak KakK OH OB
JIerye |, CJieoBaTeIbHO, TPeOOBAIOCh MEHbIIIE YCUINH, YTOOB! TAIIUTh €T0 II0 PACKUCIIeH Jopore.
BTopoit ke GpyproH, B KOTOpoM OBITIM CIIOXKEHHI TAaJIaTKK U BCST JOPOKHAas Me0esb, TO U Oejl0 YBs3all
10 CaMble CTYTIMITHL.

[>xeMu cpa3y IOHSJ, YTO eMY IIPUAETCS TOJNKATh 3JI0MONyYHbIH QyproH. Puc u Tomac — 4epT Obl UX
nobpan! — yexanu BIepen C «IPakKOHOBEIM (GYproHOM», a OCTaBIIMMCS TOOy U Ky4epy OOHUM He
CIIPABUTHCH.

[>xeMy TaK BHIMATENIbHO U3y4as Kojieco ¢GyproHa, 4To He yCIbIIas rojoca Toma, moKa TOT He
KPUKHYJI €My B CaMOe yXO:

— Kamuu! Knagute KaMHHY IO Konleca. M BeTKu mepeBreB. Bce 94TO MOXKHO.

Ixemu kuBHYIN. EcTecTBeHHO. Ero royoBa Tak 3aburta TUYHEIMU Ipo0ieMaMu, YTO OH 3a0LIBAeT O
npocTernimux Bemax. Kyyep [IKOpaxK ces Ha KO3JIbI, YTOOH IIPaBUTh HAITyTaHHBIMU MOJTHUEH
momagbMu, a [Ixkemu u Tof OTIIPaBUNIACh Ha TOUCKU TOT'O, UTO MOXKHO OBIJIO OBI ITOMJIOKHUTD IO
IIpaBoe 3afHee K0JIeco Ppyproxa.

— Moxemb TonKaTh? — cupocun [Ixkemu y Tofa, Korfia Bce OBITIO TOTOBO.

Ton kuBHY. Bopia 3a;muBata ero Iuiio ¥ pyYybeM cTeKasla 110 HOCY U 110 TTIyO0KUM IIpaMaM. YBUJIEB,
YTO KaJieKa yrepcs U3ypofoBaHHRIMU HOTaMH B YaBKalOIIyIO TPsi3b, [[:KeMu MpuKasaj Kydepy
TPOTaTh JIOIIAMiel U HaJIeT CIIMHOM Ha KOJIeco.

— l'oTtoB? — KpukHy" oH Topny.

3acbllIaB IeJIKaHbe KHYTa, OHU IPUHSINCH TOJIKATh TSIXKenbd Gyprod. HecMoTps Ha TO 4TO OHU
BCe BpeMs CKOJIb3UJIU IO Tps3u, GypProH, Kak 3aMeTus [I:KeMu, HEMHOT'O COBAHYIICS.

— Eme! — 3aopan on. — Haneraii! Eme gaBaii! Korga ocraBanock, IpeonoieTh HECKOJIBKO JI0MMOB
10 TBEPMIOM IOYBEL, KOTTIa BCEro Be MUHYTHL OTHENISANIX UX OT OTAbIXa, Ha [IKeMu 00pYyLINIUCH CTO
GbyHTOB [1] KEHCKOM IJIOTH, ¥ OH yIaJl HaB3HUYb B I'PA3b.

— Emy Henb3s! EMy Henb3si! — Bonuia JKcusi, MonoTs [[xKeMu KynadyKaMu 110 JIUIy U 110 TPYAH.

OH TIOOHSAJ PYKH, YTOOH 3aIUTUTLCS OT IPajia YAapoB, a Tpsi3b IOJl HUM IIpefaTeNlIbCKX YaBKala,
1of00HO OTPOMHOMY YYLOBHUILY, TPO3SIIEMY IIOTJIOTUTH ero. EMy Ha moMorIs npuien Puc: on
CXBATUJI IeBYIIKY 3a TaJIUIO U MOOHS €€, CJIOBHO MEIIOK MYKH.
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BEPHYTHCS

[IpumepHO 45 KT

IkeMu OBITT TAK MOTPSICEH CIYUYUBIIKMMCS, YTO MY IIPUIIIOCH B3SATHCS 3a K0JIeCO GyproHa, YTOOH
BCTaTh.

— YTO0 C HEN? — BO3MYTHUIICS OH, BEITUPAs TPS3b C JTUIa. PUC, TPOmOKaBIINi yIepKUBaTh
BBEIPBIBAIOLIYIOCS JKCHIO, TI0KaJT IIJIeYaMH.

— Otnyctu MeHs! OTnycTy MeHs! — BO BCIO CUJIy CBOUX JIETKUX KpUdaJsia [AeBYIlKa, JIfrad U lapanas
HecyacTHorOo Puca.

,]:[}KeMI/I YZ&Ke yCIieJl IPUTOTOBUTLECA K oqepe,uHofI aTake JKCHUH, II0O3TOMY IIOOAJI 3HAK PI/Icy OTIIYCTUTH
ee.

Ho oHa, mepekuHyB 100Ku 4epe3 pyKy, 6pocunack K Togy, KOTOPBIH CTOSI, TPHUCIIOHUBIIUCE K 3a0HEH
cTeHke ¢yprota. Ero rita3a ObITM 3aKPBITH, ¥ OH HUKAK He peardpoBajl Ha MPUKOCHOBEHUE DKCHH,
BBITUPABIIEHN €Tr0 U3YPOIOBAHHOE JIUIIO.

— CMoTpy, 4TO TH HaTBOpUJ! — HajleTesna OHa Ha [xemu. — [la cropuliib T B afy! — OHa
noBepHynack K Pucy. — [Tomoru MHe. Hy>KHO ITOJIOKUTE €0 B (PyproH.

I>xeMu IBUHYJICS BCen 3a PucoM, HO DKCus mperpaguia eMy fopory u 6pocuia Ha Hero Takoi
YHUUYTOXKAIOIIWH B3TJIS], YTO OH BHIHYKMIEH OBITT IOBEPHYTh Ha3al.

«OHu M1000BHUKY, — 3aKJII0YUI OH. — [I03TOMY OHA Tak 3aIluIinaeT ero. [I03ToMy oHa He X04eT
BUOETDH PSAIOM C COOOM APYTUX MYXKUYMH. ITHU IBOE — JIIOOOBHUKHU!»

I'ueB mpupman [I>XeMu CUT U, egBa Puc BeIOpancs u3 ¢pyproHa, OH BHOBb HaJsler Ha Kojieco. Ka3amocs,
oH o6pen MoIb ['epKyneca, IOTOMY YTO IIPOJOJIKAJI TOJIKATh PYProH, KOTHAa TOT Y2Ke KaTUJICS II0
TBepaou nouse. [laxe Puc, MonoXKuUBIIKY PYKYy eMy Ha I1JIe40, He OCTaHOBUJI ero. [1oT KaTui ¢ Hero
rpagoM, CMeIIMBasICh C HOXKAEeM U I'psisbio. Pucy npurmuiock 6ykBaabHO OTAMPATH €To oT Kojneca. Ho
BMecCTO 0/1aroJapHOCTH OH Harpagui Apyra TakKWM B3TJISA0M, YTO TOT MOT4a OTCTYIINII, CeJl Ha CBOIO
JIolIafghb ¥ OCKaKasl K «JPaKOHOBY (ypProHy».

CnuurkoM 37108, 4ToObI TOBOPUTH, CIUIIKOM B30eIIeHHEIHN, YTOOb 00BICHUTH CaMOMy cebe TPUYUHY
CBOEro r'HeBa, [IKeMu BCKOUUTI B CE[IJI0 ¥ exas PSAIOM CO 3JI0I0JyYHEIM (GyproHOM [0 TeX Iop, oKa
OHU He JOCTUTIH foMa JIoknaHa. EmBa oH MUHOBaJI BOPOTA, KaK OKa3ajCsl B MeIBEXKbUX 00BATUAX
XO3sHMHA.

— JI>xemu, opyxulle! — BOCKNIUKHY JIaknad TusepiieM, IOXJIONbIBasA Py4YHUIIeH 10 MUPOKUM
mieyaMm MOHTTOMEDH.

JIsKJiaH 0Ka3aJICs OTPOMHBIM MYXKYUHOM C KOITHOM PBIKUX BOJIOC M MOXHATHIMU OpPOBSIMHU. [I:KeMu
3HaJI, YTO OOHUM CBOMM IIPHUCYTCTBHEM 3TOT YeJIOBEeK CII0COOeH BCEJSITh yKac B IPOTUBHUKA Ha I0JIe
OpaHu U BBI3BIBATH CTPaX B CepAlle JII000r0 MyKUKHHI.

OpHako XKeHIIWHB II04YeMy-To HUKOoTa He 60s/ich JIaKnaHa, HECMOTPS Ha ero IMyralollyio
BHEIITHOCTh ¥ He00y3maHHOCTh. OgHAXK/IEl KTO-TO U3 faM CKa3a [xkemu: «Pa3Be MOXKHO GOSITHCS
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YyeJioBeKa C TaKUMM I'y0aMu?»

— Hy-xa nocMmoTpuM, K10 y Hac TaMm! — ycMexHyscs JI9KIaH U IPUHAJICS CUUILIATh IPA3b C JIULA
npyra.

Ho y [I:xemu He OBIJI0O HaCTpoeHHUs HIyTuTh. OH cepauTo 0TOpoCcun pyKy JIskiiaHa ¥ BEPHYJICI K
dbypronam.

— 3auMuTech umu! — KPUKHYII OH Ky4€epaM. — A THI, ITapeHb, 1103a00ThCS O nomanasax. TH O4eHb
IMoXKaJieellb, €CIIN A YBUXKY, YTO C HUMHU IIJIOXO OﬁpaH.IaJ'[I/ICI:.

JIsK7aH, CTOSIBIINY Ha [OXK/Ie ¥ HAalIOMUHABIIUYN IPEBHET0 CKaHAMHABCKOT0 60Ta, C U3yMIIEHUEM
tapauics Ha Morntromepu. OH 3Han [[;KeMu C JeTCTBa ¥ BCErfla CUUTAll eT0 CaMbIM HOOPOIYITHEIM
YyeJI0BeKOM Ha cBeTe. Hu pa3y B XXKU3HU OH He BUfell, YT0OH [KeMu OB ¢ KeM-HUOYOb Tpyo.

CropeIrHYB Ha 3eMITi0, ToMac BEITEP MOKpOE JIUIIO0 ¥ KMBHYJ B CTOPOHY PacKpallleHHOTo GyproHa, U3
KOTOPOT'0 B TOT MOMEHT BhIOupanack ®panyecka. JIaKkjaH ycmesn yBUAETh, KaK OHa KpPacuBa, Mpexae
yeM Hafl Hel HaTSHY/IU BOIIEHYIO TKaHb, YTOOH yOepeub OT moxkKas. [loBepHYBIIHCH K ToMacy, oH
BOIIPOCHTENIFHO B3[epHYI OpoBU, OYATO CIIpalluBasi, He OHa JIX IpHYUHA TOMY, YTO B [l;KeMu
IIPOM30IIIa CTOJIb PA3UTEIbHAS ITIePeMeHa.

ToMmac, 3HaBIIMY JI9KIaHa B TeUeHWe MHOTHUX JIeT, HAKJIOHUJICS K HEMY M CKa3all:
— JIIBe XKEeHIIUHHL.

[ToHsB, 4TO eAMHCTBEHHAs IpobiieMa ero Apyra — XKeHIMUHLI, JI9KJIaH 3aKUHYJI TOJIOBY U
pacxoxoTasics: OH faxKe IIOMBICTIUTEL He MOT, 4TO ¥ [[3KeMU — C ero-TO BHEIIHOCThI0! — MOTyT
BO3HUKHYTH CJI0KHOCTH IOZOOHOT0 pofa.

— Ap u nnams! — 3aopan [IkeMu, 3arjasgHyB B QyproH 1 yBUAEB, YTO DKCHUU U €€... ee T0O0BHUKA —
OH efiBa He CIUTIOHYJ B CepAlax Py MBICIH 00 3TOM — TaM HeT. — ['ie oHu? — Habpocusics oH Ha
KOHIOXA, BRITIPSITABIIETO JIOIafel, YTOOH YBECTH UX B YKPHITHE. ECTECTBEHHO, I0HOIIA He 3Hall, 0 KOM
TOBOPHUT 3TO Pa3bsIPEeHHOE YYHOBHINE, IIOKPHITOE KOPKO#M IPsi3u, U IOCTapasics yopaThCs OT HETO
nojasnbie. — A TH BUfe ux? — oOpaTtuwics [[xkemu K JIsknany. — [IeByLIIKY U MyK4YUHY,
HEBBICOKOTO U... — Hy Kak onucats Tomga?

ITo ero BBEIPaZKEHHUIO JINIla OH IIOHSAJI, YTO TI/IBepH.IeM TOZK€ HU4Yero He iOHNMaerT.

«Tom He x04er, YTOOBI €T0 BUOEIIn», — BOPYI' OCEHUJIO [I:KeMu, ¥ OH, IIpekKpacCHO 3HAKOMEBIH C
pacCmoylozKeHneM HaadBOPHEIX ITIOCTPOEK B IIOMECTHE, CPa3dy morafgascd, rge ToOT MOXKET OBITB.

— 3aiMKCh UMH, — IIPUKa3all OH PuCy, MOTHYB I'0JIOBOM B CTOPOHY (DYPrOHOB, BEIXBATHII Y KOHIOXA
dhoHaps 1 mobexkan K KOHIOIIHE.

Ecnu KT0-TO X04eT CupsATaThCs, TO TOJIBKO TaM! TpyoHO IpenCcTaBUTh, YTO TOX PEeIIUTCS IPOUTHU B
XOPOIIIO OCBEIeHHBIN BObIIoi 3al 3aMKa.

[>KeMu mIepexonunl OT OGHOTO JeHHUKA K APYyroMy, BHUMaTEeIbHO OTrIgAbiBas Bce yribl. OH He 3Hall,
YTO CHEJIAaeT C 9TOM IMapPOYKOM, KOT{la HaumeT uxX. B ero co3HaHWM OWIach eMUHCTBEHHAS MEBICIIb: OHA
HaXOOUTCS IIOM €r0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTHIO, M OH UMEET IIOJIHOE IIPaBo...

IxxeMu yxKe coOupascs IOKHHYTh KOHIOIIHIO, KOT{la BHE3AITHO 3aMEeTHJI 0TOJIECK CBETA IO IBEPLIO,
3a KOTOPO XPaHUIIM CEHO.
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OH CepAUTO TOJNKHYJ OBEPh — U He ITOBEPHJI CBOMM IJ1a3aM: JKcus pasgesana Topa!

[TepBHIM €r0 MOPHEIBOM OBIIO OTIIBHIPHYTH EBYIIKY B CTOPOHY, a KaleKy MpoH3uTh MeuoM. Ho 3aTeM
OH yBupen nuno Sxcuu. Het, 3T0 He OBLIO IMIO YeI0BeKa, CXKUTaeMoro CTpacThio, HAIPOTUB, Ha HEM
OTpaxascs CMEPTENbHBIN CTPax.

— Ilomorute, MOMOTHUTE MHE, — IIPOIIIEINTalia OHa APOXKAIIUM rOJI0COM.

B MruoBenue oka raes [Ixxemu ucnapunacs. OH IOCTaBUI Ha 3eMITI0 (OHAPh U MTPUONMU3UIICT K IKCHHU.
— Yto MHe menath? 9 B TBOEM PaCHOPSIKEHUMN.

— Ero HOTHM, — BHIIaBHUJIA OHA U3 CeOSI.

Tom nmexkaj IpsiMO Ha TIOTIOHe, pacCcTelieHHoM Ha ceHe. Ero rojyoBa Oblla TOBEPHYTA BIIPABO, TO3TOMY
Oblla BUOHA JIMIIH 3[[0POBasi CTOPOHa julia. [[2kKeMu oYeHb YOUBHUa ero 671eIHOCTS.

— 4 mo30By Koro-HuOyIb Ha ITOMOIIb...

— Het! — BoCKNMKHYyna OKCHUS, CXBAaTUB €r0 3a pyKy. — [loxkanyiicTa, — CO Cje3aMH Ha rjia3ax
B3MO/IMIIACh OHA. Ee ofexkma MpoMOKIIa, BlakKHbIe BOJIOCH IPUIUILIN KO 16y. [I2KeMu 3HaJl, 4To
IeByIIKa 3aMep3a ¥ Mporojofanack, Ho OHa, KaxeTcs, 3a0kisa 060 BceM, Kpome Toma. — OH
TOpOBIY, OH He X04eT, 4ToOH ero Bupenu. Heyxemnu Tel He TOHUMAaEIhb?

HukTo nmydire Hero He MOKMMET, YTO TaKOe FOPAOCTE, IHogyMan [IxxeMmu.

— Yero TH X04ellb OT MeHs?

Bosice mpoMennuTh, JKCUS BHOBL 3aHsJIaCh CBOUM APYIOM.

— EMy ouenb 60bHO. besymuo. [Tomoru MHe corpeTh ero. CHUMU C HETO OfleXKAy.
— Xopotiio.

Moxpble ITaHbl IPUNKAIIIK K TeNly Tofa, T03TOMY OH BEIHYXKZEeH ObLI pa3pe3aTh UX, YTOOH CHATE. To,
YTO MPENCTaIo0 ero B30py, HoTpsicio [xemu no riayOuns! aymm. OH BUOET HeMajlo UCKaIedYeHHBIX
BOMHOB Ha 110Jie OpaHy ¥ CYUTAJI, YTO OCTATOYHO 3aKasieH [ nomobHbIx 3penui. Ho Horu Toma
SIBIANM co00M He4TO, He moamalomieecs onucanuio. OHM HallOMUHAJIU KYCKHU CBIPOTO MscCa,
1300pOKIeHHEIE BEIBOPOUEHHBIMHU IIpaMaMu. KOCTH CpPOCIKMCh HETPaBUIbHO, COBEPIIIEHHO TUKUMH
yrinamu. Kak BooOiiie 0H MOT X0AuTh? Kak y Hero XxBaTajio CUJI IEPEHOCUTD CTPaIIHy0 00Jb IIpU
Ka’KJIOM Illare?

Oxkcus B3sina OYTHUIOYKY C KAKOH-TO TEMHOM MaCISHUCTON KUIKOCThHIO.
— Botpu 310 eMy B HoOru. BricTpee!

OHa Hanwuma XUOKOCTb €My Ha JIaIoHU, ¥ OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK II0 pyKaM pa3juioch Temnno. Horu
Toma ObLIM XOJOOHBL KakK jiefl. BpocuB B3ryign Ha JKcuio, [I;KeMu yBUJIEN B ee rjla3ax yxkac.

— Ial cioma, — CKa3as oH ¥ 3abpasn y Hee OyThUIKy. OH 3HaJI, YTO ceiyac YyBCTBOBaa Tof, IOTOMY
YTO He pa3 3aMep3all B ropHo [llotnmanauu. [lloTnaHackoe TeTO MOXKET ObITh XOIOIHEeEe aHTTUNCKON
3UMHI.

CUIBbHBIMHU U MW POKHMMHU JTaJOHAMU H}KGMI/I THIATEJIbHO BTUPAJI ZKUJKOCTh B HOTY KaJIEKH.
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— IIpoiigy B KOHIOWIHIO, HAMX MOIO JIOIIaAh ¥ HOCTaHb U3 CeeIbHOM CyMKU ofexknay. OHa He
npoMmokJa. [Tpunecu ee. Yto Thl Mepmuib? Ecniu Te0s1 yBUAAT, CKaXu, YTO OfeXKaa HyKHa MHe. U
3axBaTé (PIIKKY.

KusnyB, 9kcus BeiOexkaina B Kopugop. OHa OrIcTpo Hamwta yomans xemu. 2KUBOTHOE yKe yCIeIn
pacceqnarh, a CefjjIo IOBECUIM Ha KO3JIbl BO3Jie CTeHHL. []eByIIKe MoTpe00Basoch HECKOJIbKO MUHYT,
4yTOOBI HAUTH OfleXKAY, CIIUTYIO U3 HOOPOTHOM aHTTIUNUCKOM 1epcTH, U GisixkKy. CTapasich He
IpUKUMAaTh BCe 9TO K HAMOKIIEMY IJIaThio, OHa OeroM Opocuiachk Ha3aj. BHe3anmHo rojoc rpyma,
CKPBITOT'O OT Hee CTeHOU [IeHHUKa, 3aCTaBUJI €e OCTAHOBUTHCS.

— 4 cnwiman, oHa HacnegHUIla MelaeHXx0Ia, — HETPOMKO ITPOTrOBOPUII OH. — JTO IEPKUTCS B
CeKpeTe, HO BCE 3HAIOT.

— Bor Onl 3anmony4duTh ee 30710TUINKO. Ero y Hee, HaBepHOe, HeMepeHO. CTOUT TONBKO IIOMPOCUTh — U
y Te0st OymeT BCce, UTO MOXKETIAElb.

— XoyeIb caenaTh ey Mpenmoxkenue?

— Xa! { nepekvHy ee yepes Cesio, a IOTOM 3aCTaBJIIO ee Marally IJIAaTUTh BEIKYII.
Oxkcus nobexkasa fasblile, COJIOMa Ha IOy 3arylaa CTyK ee KabaydKoB.

Korpa ona Bomna, Top nexan B HuXHeM Oefbe, a [[2KeMu pacTupasn eMy I'Pyab U PYKH.

— Tel Koro-HUOYHb Bufena? — cupocut oH. OHa IoKavasta ronoBoi. — Otnuyno. He X094y pa3xuratsb
mo60nbITCTBO. CriefoBano Obl TOLyMaTh 00 9TOM PaHbIIIE.

OH BCIIOMHMJI, KaK MHOTOKPaTHO Ipuriaiian bepeHrapuio mokaTtaTbCs C HUM BEPXOM, HO Ta
OTKa3bIBaJlach, 3HAasI, YTO MECTHHIE PEOSTHUINKY, €[IBa 3aBUIEB ee, IPUMYTCS CKaKaTb BOKPYT HUX U
KpudaTh: «Cnemnasi! Cnemnas!» EMy TpygHO OBIJIO IIPEACTaBUTh, UTO OBl ITPOM30IIIIO0, eciu Ob1 Tox
II0Ka3aJICsd Ha I[eHTPaIbHOU yNIHIle OePEBYIIKHU.

— 4 celtuac omeHy ero, — 06bBuUN [[;KeMHU, — a THI IIOTIBITANCS BIUTh B HETO 3TO, — OH yKa3asl Ha
bnaxky. — Kak M0oXHO 60mbilie. — 3aMeTUB, UYTO JKCUS COMHEBAETCS, OH [006aBUI: — ITO OTINYHOE
comopmoBoe BucKu. OT MakTapsuTa. Jlyuiee. [lenal, KakK g cKa3an!

Ckaras elrle OfHy TIOIIOHY ¥ CYHYB ee Tofy mof rojloBy, DKCUs IPUIoKUIa QIsixKKy K ero rydbam. OHa
3Haja, YTO OH B CO3HAHUU, HO €r0 CO3HaHKe 3aTyMaHeHO CTpallHelIel 00Ibi0 B U3yPOIOBAaHHBIX
HOTaXx.

I>keMu He Tpe[rojaraj, YTO TakK TPYOHO OymeT HafeBaTh LITaHHl U PyOallIKy Ha 6e3:KM3HEHHOE TEJI0
Toma. Cymst Mo MyCKy/THCTOMY TOPCY, KOTOPHIH SIBJISITT COO0M pa3uTeNIbHBIN KOHTPACT CO CTabbIMu
MCKaJIeUeHHBIMHU HOTaMH, OH CTajl Obl BHICOKUM U CTPOMHBIM MYKUUHOMU,

Ka3zanocs, IIpoIIa 1ejaasd BEYHOCTh, IIPeXne 4eM Topn 3akamuIsmncs, IIOIIEPXHYBIINCH BUCKH.
— Her, — HpO60pMOTaH OH, 3aMOTaB I'0JI0BOI0. — X04y CIIaThb.

— Xoporo, — coryiacuiiach JKcus 1 yopasa BOJIOCH C €ro cerka mopo3oBesero auna. — Crou. 4
oyny papoMm. 1 He OKUHY TeOSI.

B3siB Toma 3a pyKy, OHa Ipuxajia ee K rpygu. JKCHs IMoTepsijia CYeT BpeMeHHu U, Korga JlxkeMu
TIOTIBITAJICS ITOCTABUTH €€ Ha HOTH, TPUHSJIACh BEIPEIBATLCS. YXBATHB €€ 3a MOAO0POHOK, OH MIOBEPHYI
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ee JINI0 K cebde.
— MHe Hagoeso, YTO Thl CMOTPHUIIIL Ha MEHS KaK Ha Bpara.
TBI IPOMOKIIA ¥ 3aMep3a...

— 4 He y¥Oy OT HEro, — 3asBUIa OHA, HEPHYBIINCH B CTOPOHY. — Tl BUHOBAT B TOM, YTO C HUM
CITy4YHIIOCE.

[>KeMu BEIIPSIMUJICS U IIPOBEJI PYKOU 110 JIMLy. 3acoxilas rpsA3b MOCHIIanachk Ha 1noj. OH yxe
Hay4uJcs He CIIOPUTh ¢ Heit! EMy He cocTaBuio OBl Tpy[ia YHECTH €€ B IOM, IIepeofieTh, OMHAKO OHa
Obl Bce paBHO cOexKajla, OH B 3TOM HE COMHEBAJICS.

Momn4a coepHYB IIePCTSHON Yelpak C KpioKa, OH 3aKyTajl B HEr0 DKCUIO U TIOAXBATHU/I Ha PYKH.
— Tuxo, uHade pa30yOullb ero, — IPEOyIpPennsl OH, KOTfia OHa IIOMbITaNach BEIPBAThCH.

— OTnyctu MeHs, — IIPOIIeNTana oHa, HO [[KeMu He TTOTUUHUIICS.

OH cen Ha COJIOMY, IIPUBAJIUJICS K CTEHEe M yCaaull IKCHUIO K ce0e Ha KOJIEeHH.

— IloxanyiicTa, He 6elt MeHs, — MOMIPOCUII OH, YTOOBI yTOMOHUTE €€. — 3a [IHU, TPOBEIeHHEIE C
TOOOM, MO€ TeJI0 IIPEBPATUIIOChH B CIJIOITHOM CUHSIK.

Cxaxu OH 4TO-Tu60 Opyroe, OHa OB TOIBKO CUIbHEE Pa303JIUIach, HO €r0 IIyTKa OCTYOUIIA ee IIbLI.
OKcus He oKupgasna oT cebsi TOTro, UTO COesaa B CIEAYIOUIYI0 CEKYHAY: OHa YPOHUIIA TOJIOBY €My Ha
TPYIb ¥ pa3phianach.

[>XeMu TIOTITIOTHEE 3aMaxHy/T Ha Hel Yelpak ¥ MPUHSIICSA yOaloKUBaTh, CIIOBHO pebeHKa. Ee cre3s
HAMOYWJIK eT0 pybaliky Ha TPyIu.

— IIpocTu MeHs, — HEMHOT'0 YCIIOKOUBIIIKCE, IIPOIIelTana AeBylka. — J HUKOraa He miaady. HuKTo
He MOXKEeT 3aCTaBUTh MEeHs IJIaKaTh.

— Kpowme MmeHsd. [Ia, 1 0Ka3bIBalo CUIbHOE BIUSHUE Ha XKEHIIHH.

— TeI mKerb, — 3asBUIa OHA, BCXJIUMTHYB. — COMHEBAIOCh, YTO KEHIIMHEI KOTHa-TH00 MTaKaIl 13-
3a Te04.

IIxxemu, HCIIBITEIBABIIEMY HEII€peaaBaeMO€ HaCllaKaeHnue OTTOro, 4To JKcud, 3aKyTaHHas B
Hponaxmuﬁ KOHCKHM IIOTOM Y€IIPaK, ChUOeJla Y HEro Ha KOJIEHsAX, HE XO0TEeJIOCh OTBEYATh Ha €€
3aMevdaHue.

— Pacckaxu mHe npo Tomga, — mompocun oH. — OH Bcerma OB TaKUM?

OKcus corpenach BIepBbIe 3a IOCTENHNE IHY, KOTMla HelIPeKpallaomuics ToXK b IUIIal UX
BO3MOXKHOCTH Pa3BECTH KOCTEP BO BpeMs CTOSTHOK. ®paHuecKa IMOCTOSTHHO HbINIA, yroBapuBas [[KeMu
IEPEHOYEBATh B TOCTUHUIIE, HO TOT OTBEYAJI, YTO 3TO CIIUIITKOM «OMacHO». Ho B 4eM ke OmacHOCTb,
€CJIY JTI0OY He 3HAIOT, KTO 0HA? MEIC/b 00 0macHOCTH Ipobyauia B AyIle AeBYIIKYM TPEBOTY, Y Hee
BO3HUKJIO OILIYIIEHUE, YTO OHA MOJIKHA MPEOyIpeauTs [IKeMu 0 4eM-TO 0YeHb BaKHOM, HO e TaK U
He Y[aJlIoCh BCIIOMHUTH, O YeM UMEHHO.

IeByIKa yyBCTBOBaja ce0s 3allUIeHHON B 00BbATUSX [[:KeMu, el OblT0 Temio u yioTHO. OHa
TI0TepJach I60M 0 ero el ¥ 000 4TO-To ojapananack. OTCTPaHUBIINCDH, OHA YBUMENa KYCOK IPS3Y,
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IPUIANIINHE K TOA00POAKY, ¥ COpaja ero, BEIPBaB IIPU 3TOM HECKOJIBKO BOJIOCKOB.

— Oit! — gepHyncs [IKeMH U C 0OCyKIOeHUEM ITIOCMOTPe Ha Hee, 6yTo roBopsi: «ONnsATh TH 3a MHOM
OXOTHUIILCSA». IKCUS YIBIOHYIach ¥ CHOBA YTKHYJIaCh €My B III€IO0.

— Tebe U3BECTHO, YTO I'PSI3b OUEHb MOJIE3HA IJIsT KOXKU? — CIPOCUIa OHa. — 91 mpoBodwa
9KCIEePUMEHTHI C TPSI3bI0, CMELIAHHON C BOMOPOCIISIMU U3 MPy[a, H...

— I'psi3b co cnu3spio?
— M-M-M. 3amMeuartenbHas Ipsisb, 3aMedaTebHas CIU3b. 3ackiXasi, 3Ta CMeCh pasrilaXkuBaeT KOXY.

I>KeMu pacCMEIIUJIO TO, YTO IDKCUS PacCyXKaaeT, KaK YUeHBI!, U OH C IellaHHOM CEPbe3HOCThIO
ITPOU3HEC:

— [la, genictBuTeNnbHO, y OpaHUeCKu BeIUKOJIeIIHas KOXa.

— Xa! ®panuecka Tpycuxa. OHa HUKOTTIa He [T03BOJIsja MHe TPo00BaTh HAa HEM MOU CMeCH. A BOT
Top... — OHa Gpocuia TPEBOKHBIM B3TJISA[ Ha CIIABIIETO KalleKy.

— Pacckaxu MHe 0 HEM, — IpolenTa [IKeMu, JoTafbIBasCh, YTO V Hee HET KeJlaHUsI TOBOPHUTD O
CBOEM Opyre. IKCHUS IIOMbITaNach BEIOPAThCS U3 €r0 00bSITHM.

— Ter1, HaBepHOE, 3amMep3. A mpuHecy Tebe elne ogHy nomoHy. Ho Oymet mydiiie, eciu TH IPOHIeNb B
noM. ThI IPOTOJIONAJICS, & TBOU JIIOOM HaBepHsKa UINYT TeO0s.

Ycunusa 9rcum He YBE€HYAIUCh YCIIEXO0M, IIOTOMY YTO YeIIPaK CKOBEIBAII IBUXKEHUA, a PYKU IIxxemu
KPEIIKO CKUMaJlu €e€.

— XoTb ofivH pa3 Tebe He yOacTCs IMOCTYIHUTh I0-CBoeMy. S 3Hal0, TH COOMPAEIIbCS OCTAThCS MOIe
Hero. f e cobupaioch ocTaTthcs ¢ ToO0M. [ToHsima MeHs? Ha aToT pa3 mobena 6yeT 3a MHOM.

— Pa3Be TH He Bcerga ofepkKrBaels 1o0eqrr? Thl BO BCeM IIOCTYIIAeIlb 10-CBOEMY .

— a? 4 cuutan, uTo Tebe He HAMO eXaTh B 3TO MyTelIeCTBUE. & X0Tes, YTOOH TH 3aKpacuia Te
PUCYHKH Ha ¢yprose. ...

— TrI X0Ten XXeHUTHCS Ha HacjiegHulle MenmeHxona.

— IMomararo, «XoTeJ» Clofia He MOAXOOUT. MHe HYKHO 00eCIeunTh CEMbIO, S He BIIpaBe XKEHUThCS Ha
TOM, KTO MHE HPABUTCs. BO3MOXKHO, TH He 3HAEIIb, YTO JIIOOU MOETO... MOET0 I0JI0KEHHS
HecBoOOmHEL. ViMelt MBI cBOOOMY KEHUTHCS Ha CBOMX BO3/II00JIEHHBIX, TO, HaBepHOe, Opanu Obl B KEHEBI
TOPHUYHBIX.

— Wnu psOwIx?

— Jla, — npusHancs [[xKeMu, U 110 er0 TOHY JKCHA IIOHSIA, YTO Y HETO HeT XKeJlaHUS TOBOPUTH Ha 3Ty
TeMy. — A Teleph paccKaxu MHe o0 Tofe. Y Hac BCcsI HOYb Bliepenu. TebOe He OTBEPTETHLCS.

Oxcug riy0oKo B3MOXHYTIA.

— OTO COTBOPHUJI C HUM €ero oTel. [I;KeMu JorafbiBajICs, YTO BOBCE HE HECUACTHHIU ClIydau CTal
IPAYUHOM TOTO, YTO TOM MPeBpaTUIICS B KaJIEKy.
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— Yrto6HI cuenaTh U3 HEro Huinero? — OH CIIBIIIAJ, YTO HEKOTOPhIe POOUTENH TaK IMOCTYIAJH CO
CBOMIMU [ETHbMH, U CTAJIKMBAJICS C TEMH, KTO He OBII YPOOOM OT poxmeHus. OgHAKO eMy HUKOIIa He
IOBOMUIIOCH BUAETD, YTOOHI KTO-TMO0 OB U3YPOOOBaH TakK, Kak Tof.

— YUT0oOHI MOKA3LIBATh €T0, — OTBETUJIA JKCUS, — YTOOHI BO3UTH €r0 B (GyproHe 1o AHTIUYU U 6paTh C
JIIofiel MIaTy 3a TOo, YTOOHI B3TJITHYThH Ha HETO.

— A BMeCTO 3TOro ero OTIIpaBU/IM K HACJIeJHHULIe. DKCUS X0Tejla CKa3aTh «KO MHe», HO pa3fyMarla.
Ecnu [Ixxemu MoHTroMepy y3HaeT, 4TO HaCJIeNHUIla — OHA, CHeJlaeT JIU OH ey IpefjiokeHue?

— ITa, — mporoBopuia meBymKa. — OgHaxmel [lepkuH MelIeHX0IT YBUIEN ero, Tak CKa3aTh, B
paboTe, 1, BEIKYIIUB, OTIIPABUII K... K HACIeMHUIIE.

— Kak u Te6sa?

— AGCOIOTHO BEPHO, — C HAUTPAHHOM BECEJIOCTHIO OTBETHIIA OHA. — KaxkeTcs, eMy HPaBATCS
Yyoakyu U HEIPUCIIOCOOJIeHHEIE.

— Ho 18I He HempucmocoOneHHas. TH...

— [Ia? U kakas xke 1? — Temo OKCUM HAIIPSTIIOCH, ¥ OHA C HETEPIIEHHWEM K[ajla OTBETa.
— Tr1 HenoBTOpUMas. TH OTIMYAEIIBLCSA OT OPYTUX.

— O, s HeOOBIKHOBEHHA B TOM XKe cTeneHH, 4To OpaHuecka — OOBIYHA.

— OpaHuecKa, — yIrpoMo IpousHec [IxKeMu, — KpacuBasd. JKCUS PE3KO IOJOHSJIA I'0JIOBY U
IIOCMOTpEJia eMy B rja3a.

— @paHuyecKa He KpacuBas.
— 0? — Ot usymnenus 6posu [[2KeMu BEITHYJIUCH IYyTOM. — A KaKas Xe OHa?
— Moxelb cMesATbCS Halo MHOM, HO S CUMTAl0, UTO ThHl HE 3HAEIlllb, YTO TaKOe KpacoTa.

— OTO0 TO, YTO THI PUCYElllb, @ TaK KaK ThI JOBOJILHO YaCTO MUIIEITb MTOPTPeTH OpaHyecKu, 3HAYUT,
CUMTaellb ee. KpaCHuBOu.

— Her, kpacoTa — 9T0 TO, 4TO BHYIIAeT J000Bb. ITO... — OHa BHOBB II0JI0XKUJIA TOJIOBY €My Ha TPyb
— BBITh KPaCHBBEIM — 3TO 3HAYUT 3aXKUTATh B KOM-Tu00 110008k, [Jaxke MmocefeBInas CTapyxa MOXKeT
OBITH KPACHUBOM, €CITH MYXK IIPOMOJIXKAeT BUNETh B HEH CTPOMHYIO NEBYIIKY C TOPSIIAMY ITa3aMu U
TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU. BEITh KPACUBHIM — 3HAUUT OyMaTh O APYrux GoIblme, 4eM o cebe.

— CrnemoBaTenbHO, TH Kpacupa?

— Trt cmeentbest Hago MHOM! HerT, g He KpacuBa. 4 HuKorga ce0st TakoBo# He cuuTana. Ho Bot Tox
OuYeHb KpacuB. MexX[y MpoYuM, OH yIIpaBIIsieT BceM rmoMecTheM Merlinenxomnna. OH 3HaeT BCEX B
JIUII0, eMy M3BeCTHH ux npobnemel. Korga KTo-To 6osneet, Tox cremut, 4ToOb eMy obecredunBaii
Hagexaumi yxon. OH BCerfa cTapaeTcs MOAAepKaTh TeX, KOMy TsxkeJo. A oco6oe BHUMaHNUe OH
yaoesnsieT JeTsIM, IIOTOMY YTO OHU He BHUMOST ero YPOACTBA. — JKCHUS yNIbIOHYyMack. — OHM YYBCTBYIOT
ero mo6poTy. Toxm oueHb XOPOIIHH YeT0BEK.

— Ho on He mo0ut OpaHYecky.
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— HuKTO U3 Tex, KTO ee XOPOIIo 3HAeT, He Mo0uT PpaHuecKy, — ¢ mpeHeOpekeHreM MPou3HecIa
oHa. — Kpome Tebs. ITom MacKo# T BUOMIIL JeHbIU. Kak ¥ Bce Ha CBETe.

— CDpqueCKa He 3a00TUTCS 0 JIIOOAX, ITPOXKHUBAIOIINUX B IIOMEeCThE?

I:xeMu BCIIOMHHUJI, KaK CECTPHI YBEPSIIIA €70, YTO OH HECET OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a KUTEJIEN BCEX
OmuKaniux nepeBeHb. « MOHTIOMEpH BIafeu 3TON 3eMyiel BeKaMHu, T03TOMY KaKUX-TO [iBa TOfla HE
TUIIAoT TeOs OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a Hee» — TaKoBa Obla ux Gumocodus.

— QpaHyYecKa Jaxe He 3HaeT, KaK uxX 30ByT. dpaHuecKa X04erT...
— Hy, u 4T0 Xe xoueT OpaHuecka?

— TrI OIIATH NBITAENIBCS Y3HATh Y MEHS, KaK yCIelllHee 3a Hell yXaxkuBaTb? MOXKeT, CTOUT
TI0COBETOBATH NIPETIOTHECTH el ellle onuH OykKeT Mapraputok? Ilonaraio, Tebe CTOUT 3amepeTh ee B
KOMHATe, JO0Bepxy 3abUTOM 3TUMU LIBETaMHU.

— Her, s He cmpalliiBaio, KakK yXaxXuBaTh 3a Heil. 4... — Jla, 0 4eM Ke OH cIpaluuBal ee? — Yero Th
XOYellb OT XKU3HU?

— CBoOopbl, — 6e3 KoneOaHu# oTBeTHNIA JDKCHUSI. — UTOOH He KUTh B3anepTu. YToOH UMETh
BO3MOXKHOCTh MITH, KyIa X04y 1 Korga xouy. — OHa omsTh IIocMOTpesta Ha [Ixkemu. — Twl OBLIT BO
®pannuu?

— MHoro pas.

O= ynei0oHyncs. Ero ogexna Bce ellle Oblla BIaXXHOU, OH 3aMep3, KoXKa 107, KOPKOU I'psA3u 3ynena, OT
yelpaka, B KOTOphIY Oblla YKyTaHa JKCHUs, BOHSIO. Bce 9TO MOTHOCTBIO TUIIATIO CUTYALIHIO
MaJietIel 1011 POMaHTUKH, ONHAKO yV Hero ObIJIO TaKoe olgyiieHue, 6yaro...

IKcus yIiepiack PYKaMu €My B I'DYAb U IIOIIBITA/IaCh BEIPBATHCA.

— Heyxenu Th cobupaelscs co6Ta3HUTh MEHSI? — B y2Kace CIIPOCHUIa OHA. — 3a4yeM Thl Tak
CMOTPHUIIb Ha MeHs? CHavana OegHskKa [[MaHa, TOToM aypouka ®paHuyecka, ¥ BOT TENeps 5?7

— Her, ecTecTBeHHO HET, — yCTaso mporoBopun [Oxemu. — Korga s psimoM ¢ ToO0H, MHE CliemyeT
00/1a4aTLCS B JOCIEXU.

On CTOJIKHYJI JE€BYLIKY C KOJIEH, ITpUYEM CHEJIaJl 3TO ropa3fo pe3de, 4eM Tpe6OBaJ'IOCB.

— {1 Mory mocuneTs 30ech OOHA, — CEPAUTO 3asiBuUla OKcus. — Tebe HeT HaMOOHOCTH OCTAaBaThCA CO
MHOU. YBepeHa, ¢ TogoM Bce B OpsifKe. Y HET0 He pa3 CIy4yasiuch MOoJo0HbIE IPUCTYIILL, U 5 BCErfa
nomorasa eMy. Ham ¢ HUM HUKTO He HyXeH.

I>KeMu C TaKOW CHUJION CXKaJl ee MPeIiedbs, YTO OHA He MOTIJIa IIIeBeJIbHYThCS.
— Brul mr000BHUKU?
[ToHSB TIIETHOCTH CBOUX IOMBITOK COPOCUTE €TI0 PYKH, DKCHUS CHaach.

— Hert, MBI Bcero nuib Apy3bs. Heyxkenu 3To TPyAHO MPEIIoNoXUTh? Bennkas mo00Bb K
®paHyecke 3aCTaBIsIeT TBOI KPOBL OYPIIUTH C TAKOW CHUJIOHN, YTO THI HE HOMYCKAEIIb HUKAKUX WHBIX
YYBCTB B OTHOIIEHUSIX MEXKMOY JTIOIbMHU?
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— 41 He mobi0 ®paHyecky, u Tebe 3TO U3BECTHO.

— Ho THI coOupaembest XKeHUThHCS Ha Hel.

— 4 Ke cKasas, 4To cobHuparoCch XKEHUTHCS Ha ee feHbrax. [y Hac o0oux 3To OyHeT BHITOAHBIN Opak.
— JI71s1 Hee — BO3MOXKHO, HO ThI CTaHEIIb HeCUaCTHHIM. Tl XKe 3Haelb, OpaHyecKa riyia.

— Mos nommagb TOXKe TIIyIa, HO 5 BCe PAaBHO JII00IT0 ee. DKCHS B3IOXHYIIA.

— DTO He Moe [IeJI0, Ha KOM ThHI XKEeHHUIIbCS. [[XKeMu CUMTal, 4YTO MeineHXoI He IacT eMy
paspernenus. Umu Hamesics Ha 3T0?

— 81 cnerman, uto oter I'peropu BomuHropoka 3amiaTiil HeMalIyio CyMMY, YTOOR 3aIlI0JTyYUTh ee
HaCJIeMICTBO.

— I'me TBI 3TO CIBIIIaN?

— Kaxpbii mar HaciaemgHuLbl MelieHx0l1/Ia BEI3kIBaeT UHTepeC V¥ Bcer AHrnum. [lojarato, ee oTel] He
IIPUMET MEHS B KaueCTBe 34TH.

— YBepeHa, OH 6YJIGT OOBOJIEH, €CJIK €T0 O0Yb IIPEOCTAaBAT KO OBOPY, — 3dMETHUJIa IKcus.

— C Kakoii cTaTd MeineHxol, MPeanoYruTaionuii 6paTh ¢ YeJI0BeKa [eHbI'H 3a TO, YTO TOT KEHUTCS
Ha ero [oYepH, a He JaBaTh e MpugaHoe, IPUMET C PACIPOCTEPTHIMU 0OBITUSIMHU 00€IHEBIIIETO
rpada Bpoge MeHs?

— IToToMy 4TO OH JIOOUT CBOIO IOYH M TIO3BOJIUT €M BCE, UTO OHA [TOXKeJIaeT, — TUXO IIPOTOBOpHUIa
IeBYIIIKa.

— Tot, KTO HU pa3y He YOOCYKWUJICS YBULETHCS CO CBOEH JOYEPHIO, He MOXKET JIIOOUTH ee.

— OT0 HempaBaa! — BOCK/IMKHYTa JKCHUS. — BO3MOKHO, OH OUeHb CUJIBHO JTIOOUT ee. Thl XKe He
3HAEIIb.

— BeposiTHo, — moxar mmevyaMu [I2KeMu, 03aJlaueHHbIN ee peaKIuei.,
— Bo3MoxkHO, OH 3amep ee, 4TOOB! 3aIIUTUTh, — HaCcTauBajia JKCHUS.

— [Take KOpOJIeBY B IETCTBe He obeperasny Tak, Kak HacinegHuly MelneHxomna. Y 3aK/II04eHHBIX
6osblrie cBOOOME, YeM ¥ Hee. [IpecTymHUKH... YTO ¢ TOOOU? — YOUBUIICS OH, KOTIa OHA CHOBA
IIPUHSJIACh BEIPHIBATHCS.

— Co MHOM HMYero. He 04eHb-TO IPUSITHO TOBOPUTD O POTUTENISIX, KOTOPHIE HE 00T CBOUX HETEH.
— O, — nmpousHec [IxKeMu. — ITO U3-3a TOTO, YTO CcHAesan ¢ TogoM ero oTern?
— Ila, — mpoluenTasa geByllKa.

E#l He X0TeJI0Ch fyMaTh 0 TOM, UTO cKalas [Ixkemu. OHa BooOIIle cTapajach opexe PasMHBIIISITh Ha
aty TeMy. Haxopsce B obmectBe Toga v ®paHuecKy, OHa 4acCTo yrioMuHasa otia. Ho [IxkeMu Obin
abCoJIIOTHO IIpaB: OHa HUKOTMIa He BUfella 0Tlla, HUKOTIa He [JepxKaJja ero 3a pyKy, HECMOTPS Ha TO
YTO OHHU PETYJISIPHO MEePENUCHIBAINCH BCIO €€ XKU3Hb... HeT, eif He HpaBUTCS AyMaTh 00 9TOM.
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BHOBB YCTPOUBHIKCH Ha KOJIEHAX Y IIxeMmu, IKcus FHY6OKO B3OOXHYIIA, YTOOKI YCIIOKOUTECA.

— Yro, mo-TBoEMy, cka3as 0nl [TepkuH MelneHx01, ecinu Obl 51 TaltHO 00BeHYasICs C eTo
IO4Yephio? — MOUHTEpPeCcoBancs [IxKeMu.

Y3Ke gBaXMOb C TOTO IAMSTHOTO Beuepa ®paHuyecKa 3aroBapuBaja 0 TOM, YTOOR 00BEHYATHCS TAKHO.

OKcHUM HPaBUIIKACh MOAOOHOTO pofia BOIIPOCH, TaK Kak IMOAPa3yMeBaioch, YTO OHA 3HAeT CBOETOo OTIia.
Tom yacTo crpaluBa, Kak, 10 ee MHEHUIO, OTpearupoBan 66l MelIeHX0T Ha TO WIIX Ha APyToe.

— INomnarato, — BBINA U3 3ayMUYUBOCTH, OTBETHIA OHa, — MelneHxo Obl Obl IOBOJIEH, eCyu Obl
ero JOoYb CTajla XXeHOW OBOPSHWHA, HO IIPY YCJIOBUHU, YTO €My He IIPUAETCS IIATUTh 9TOMY YEJIOBEKY.

II>xeMy MTHOBEHHO BCIIOMHHUII O HpOTeKaIOL[Ieﬁ KPEHIIIE 3aMKa B 0 ZKUTEJIAX JEePEeBEHD, 2KeJIaBIITNX
BHOBb BUJIETH MOHTI"OMepI/I CBOMMHU 3€MJIeBJIafieJIbIlaMH.

— Huuero He nnaTuTh? SKCUS YIBIOHYIACH.

— 4 uMelo B BUZly OCHOBHOM KamnuTas. MyxXK HaclegHULB], eCTECTBEHHO, IOJTyYUT TO, YTO e
[OCTasoCh OT MaTepu, HO OCHOBHOE COCTOSIHME, Te caMble 6aCHOCIOBHBIE COKPOBUIIIA, IEPEUAYT K
Hel TOJBKO Iocyie cMepTu [TepkuHa Melinenxosna. Ecnu 3aBeljanue OyOeT B €€ MOIb3y.

— Hy, ecnu meHer ee MaTepu HOCTATOYHO, YTOOK! CHITHO MTUTATHCS U IIPUKYTIUTh HECKOJIBKO aKPOB
3eMJIM, MEeHS yCTpauBaer.

— Ecnu 970 BCe, 0 4eM THI MeuTaelllb, 3aYeM BO3UTLCS C Hacjaemuuneil Melnenxoiia? C TBoeH
BHEIITHOCTBIO Tebe He COCTABUT TPY[a 3alolyYuTh JII00yI0 60raTyio XKeHIIUHY.

II>xeMu mozKaJ njaedaMu.
— ®paHyecka pSAOOM, K TOMY Ke — MIeJI0 He TEPIIUT OTIaraTebCTBa.
— INousitHo. Tebe 6e3pa3nuyuHO, KOMY IIPOOaBaThLCS.

— IIpekpatu! — Bo3myTuscs [Ixkemu. — THl He 3Haelllb, 0 Y4eM FOBOPULIL. f He UMeI0 IpaBa
JKEHHUTHCS 10 cBoeMy BhIOOPY. Tebe TpyaHO IPefCcTaBuTh, Kakasd Ha MHE JIE3KUT OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. A
Kak e THI? 3a KOro THI BEIKAEIL? KTo Tebs GynmeT comepxkath?

[>xemMu 3aMoiT4a’, ollapalleHHb COOCTBEHHEIMU ClI0BaMu. Kakoe eMy 1esio, 3a KOro OHa BHIUET
3aMmyXk? U Bce &Ke OH ¢ 0c0001 OCTPOTOM OIIYTHUJI XPYIIKOCTh €€ CTPOMHOTO Tejla B CBOUX 00BATHSIX.

— ¢ nmpekpacHO NOHUMAI0, YTO TaKoe O0JIblIass OTBETCTBEHHOCTh U OTCYTCTBHE CBOOOOEI, — TUXO
mporoBopuiia Ikcus. — Jlydire, ueM KTo-1u6o0.

OHa OT/IMYHO 3HaJla, YTO OTELl He TI03BOJIUT CBOEH NOYepU BHIUTH 3aMyX 3a 6eIHOT0 phILlaps Uilu
0CTaBaThCS €ro KEeHOM, eCJTi OHa OCMEJIUTCS Ha TauHbIM Opak. [lepkuH MelineHnxomnn OygeT B30elieH
TeM, YTO KTO-TO OcCJyIascs ero. Ee orery He pa3boraTen O, eciu OBl 3agapoM pa3faBall To, YeM
Brafen. [axe cBoi 0oyb. OH BCe IpoAaBall.

Onnako emy 0e3pa3nuyHo, 4To OpaHUyecKa BHULET 3aMyXK 3a phlllaps, He UMEIOIIero Hy rpolla 3a
nyiIoi. BO3MOXHO, CO CTOPOHBL DKCUU KECTOKO IIPOJ0/IKATh 3TOT Mackapan, HO [[xKeMu IOJIy4UT 110
3aciayraM, Korfa, TaiHo XeHuBIIUCh Ha dpaHuecke pafiu ee [eHeT, BCKope 00HapyXKUT, 4TO Y Hee
HU4ero HeT. U Bce ke OKCHd 3Hana: OHa OCTAHOBUT KOMENUIO NIpexXfe, YeM OH MPUOIU3UTCS K
anraplo. A celidac IIyCTh BCe UOET CBOUM YepeloM — Be[llb ee OTIa 3TO HUKAaK He KacaeTcCs.
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OKcus yCMexXHYyIach, IPeACTaBuB, KaK OCTaHaBIHUBAET IIEPEMOHUI0, OOBSIBIISISI O TOM, YTO BCEH
cobcTBeHHOCTHIO OpaHYeCKH SIBISETCS ofexaa Ha Hed. O, Kakoe HacnaxaeHue OyneT HabogaTh 3a
munom [xemu!

Ee orel Hu4ero He 6YI[eT 3HATh, ITIO3TOMY OHA IIOJTYYUT BOSMOZKHOCTE OJOBECTHU UT'DY OO KOHIIA 1
OTKDEITE IIPABAY B ITOCJTIEOHIOI0 CEKYHY.

YTo KacaeTcs ee COOCTBEHHOT'0 3aMyKeCTBa, TO V Hee HeT JKeJaHUsS Pa3MHIIISTs U 00 aToM. Korma
3aKOHYMUTCS IyTellleCTBHEe, HACTYIIUT Pa3Bsi3Ka, U e MpUaeTCcs BHIUTH 3a YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPOTo
BHIOpAJI OTell.

[>xeMu puXKai 1afloHb KO JI0y [eBYIIKY.
— Tebst YTO-TO TPEBOKMUT. ThI UTO-TO CKPHIBaElllh, — 3aK/IIOUUII OH. — Pacckaxu MHe.

«HeT!» — MBICIIEHHO BOCKITUKHYJIA OHA ¥ BCTIOMHMJIA HOYb, POBEEHHYIO C HUM B MajaTke. MHOrma
el Ka3a0Ch, YTO Ta HOYB CYILIECTBYET I'Ie-TO B HajIeKOM IIPOIIIOM, @ MHOTA Y Hee BO3HUKAJIO
ouryuieHue, 6yTO MUIIb BUepa OH JiepXKaJjl ee B CBOMX OOBSTHUSX U 11eJI0BaJI, U TOBOPHUII € 0 J100BHU.

— Tr1! — oTBeTHNA OHA. — TH IPUYKMHA TOT'O, YTO MHE IJIOXO0. THI IEITAEMILCS COOIAa3HUTh MEHS, KaK
co6na3uun ®panyecky. Vinu T mpubeper ee [ mepBoi OpayHOM HOYM, UCIIOL3YS AJIS
pas3BrieyeHus: OeOHLIX OeBYIIEK Bpome MeHs u [luanbl? A 4to, ecnu [lnaHa 3a0epemenena? Ko
1103a00THUTCS O HEMH?

I>KeMu pa30MKHYJI 00bITUS U yOpas PyKH.
— TsI cBOOOAHA, — XOJIOOHO IIPOU3HEC OH U IIOMOT €¥ BRIOPAThCS U3 Yelpaka.

YyBCTBYSI, YTO €€ TPSICET OT I'HeBa, HO He IIOHMMas ero MPUYUHEL, IKCUS HaKJIOHUIAch Hax TomoM u
IIPOBEPUJIA, TEIJIbIE JIU Y HETO PYKH.

II>xeMHU IOOHSAJICS ¥ BCTaJ PANOM C HEH.

— Moxermb uaTH, — NpeHeOpeRUTeNbHO Opocusa JKkcusi. — He Tepsit BpeMeHU U CIeIN yXaXKUBaTh
3a HacnegHuUIen. ['0JI0By a0 Ha OTCeYEHUe: BCe MYXKUMUHE yKe COOpasiCh B 3ajie ¥ BhIOTCS BOKPYT
®panyecku. A Tak KaK BCeM H3BECTHO, UYTO OHAa HaclegHuIla MeleHxoa...

— Yro?!

OKcHs He CMOTTIa ciepkKaTh YIBIOKK: HaBePHSIKA OH CYUTAJI, YTO HUKTO He 3HAET ero CeKper.

— Korpa g xoguia 3a 0AeXKaou; TO CIbllIaza Pa3roBOp ABYX KOHIOXOB.

— U He cKazana MHe? — BO3MYTHUIICS [KeMU.

— [Ipomy mporeHus, HO XKU3Hb MOET0 Apyra ropa3fo BaxkHee OJ1 MeHS, 4YeM 30JI0TO.

— JTO0 30/10TO UMeET IPIMOe OTHOIIEHUE K TBOel Ky3uHe. Ero HalloMUHaHNUE 0TPE3BUII0 JKCHIO.
— [la, ugu. — OHa nogHsANa K HeMy nuno. — [loxanyicta, ugu. Tel He HyK€eH MHe.

— OKcus, TH... — [I;>KeMu HUKAK He MOT HalTH IIOOXOMsINe CJIOBa.

— Hy? 4 — 4yT0? — cmpocuna oHa.
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MunyTy [I:KeMu IpuCcTajIbHO CMOTpPeIl Ha Hee. «KpacuBa» — BOT YTO OH XOTeJI cKa3aTh. Eciu
KPACUBBIY 4eJIOBEK — 3TO TOT, KTO JyMaeT O OPYIuX, 3HAUUT, DKCUs, IPOMOKIIAs HACKBO3b,
OecrnokosIIascs 0 CBOEM [IpyTe, IPOCTO TpeKpacHa. Ho MHCTUHKT caMOCOXpaHeHUs 3aCTaBUII eT0
npoMosnyath. «OHa He [y TeOs1, MoHTroMepu. TH He MONTyUUIIh ee HU IIPU KaKuX
00CTOATENBCTBAX», — F'OBOPIII €My BHYTpeHHUY rojoc. OH OOJKeH XKeHUThCS Ha [eHbrax. «Jymai o
BepeHrapuu, — HaroMHUJ OH cebe. — [lyMaii 0 TeX, KTO OTHaJ IocienHee, YTOOH CIIUTh Tebe
KpacuBywo ogexny. [Iymau o... O, mymait 060 BCeM, TOIBKO He 00 9TOM 4YyMa30M BCIIBIIbYUBOM
IeBYOHKeE C OONBILINM CepALleM, Bafelolel TBOUMU MBICISIMU C ITEPBOM BCTPEeYM».

— Tot KOmIMap st 1I000T0 MYKYMHEL, — €JIe CIIBIIIHO Ipou3Hec [[xKeM#u, mogpa3yMeBasi, 4TO HU
OIMH MyXKYKHA He MoxKeJasn Obl BCTPETUTh Ha CBOEM ITyTH KEHIIKUHY, CIIOCOOHYIO ITOJTHOCThHIO
mopPabOTHUTE €ro.

— KoHeuHo, — cornacuiach DKCHs, He JOTaJbBasCch 00 HCTUHHOM CMEICIIE ero CJIOB. — Moy K cBoew
HaCJIe[HUIIE U OCTaBb MeHS B IIOKOe, — moOaBuila OHA, OTBEPHYBIIMCE. — [la, — cornacuics [IxeMu
U BBIIIE]I.

HecKoIbKO 9acoB CIyCTs, IPUHSAB BAHHY U CHITHO ITOYXKKHAB, [I3KeMy B3sJ1 IePO U MPUHSIICS MHACATh
IIKCHMO CECTPaM.

" cobuparock mocnaTh NUCkMO [lepkuHy MeleHX0/Iy ¥ IIPOCUTh Y HETO PYKU ero nodepu. He
3Hal0, JaCT JIU OH pa3pelleHne. JKCUs CYUTAET, YTO OH OymeT pap 3alloIyduTh B 39Thd Ipada, HO A
COMHEBAIOCE.

B TeueHue OHS S TaK U He YCIIes IIOTOBOPHUTH C JISK/IAaHOM, a cefdyac Bce yxKe CIsT. [JoXKIab He
IpeKpalaeTcs ykKe HeCKOIbKO IHel, TOPOory pa3Be3so, ¥ QyproHsl TO U [IeJI0 3aCTPeBaioT B Ipsi3u. B
CBSI3M C 9THM y Hac BO3HUKIIO HEMAJIO MPo6ieM, ¥ OMHA U3 HUX — OPYT DKCUU OBLT PaHEeH.

¢ He pacckasbwiBas BaM o Tome u He OyOy menath 9Toro ceryac. CKaxy TOIBKO, YTO, HABEPHOE,
IpuBe3y ero ¢ coboi. Ham moHamoOUTCs YIIPaBIISIONINY, a Y HEro BeIMKOJIEITHbBe PEKOMEHIALIH.
Bepenrapusi, oH Tebe MoHpaBUTCS. Thl YBUOUIIL €TI0 B UICTUHHOM CBETE, TaK, KaK BUIUT €ro TOJIbKO
9Kcus.

Yke mo3mHo, MHe Hafgo UATH. S ObI XOTeJI IIOCIaTh, HO MOJIXKeH [103a00TuThCcs 00 Okcuu. OHA JIeUUT
cBoero modumoro Toga, ¥ g HoMKeH yOeOuThCs, 9YTO OHA B 0€30IIaCHOCTH.

JIr06:m10 Bac 00eux u He 3a0bIBal0 MOJIUTLCS O Bac.

Beperurte cebs, Ixemu".

— OpuH, OBa, TpH, YeThlpe, — 00bsIBuIa bepeHrapus. — f HacuyuTasla YeThHpe YIOMUHAHUS 00
9Kcuu B ero nuceMe. [IpaBunIbHO?

— M-M-M, — Bo3MyTHuIach [I2k00u. — IIpaBuIbHO. A HACTeOHUITY YIIOMSHYI TOIBKO pa3. O, Kak Obl
MHE XOTeJIOCh 0Ka3aThCs PSIOM C HUM, YTOOB BOUTH B €0 TYIYIO OAIlKy XOTh HEMHOXKEYKO 3[PaBOT0
cMeicnia! OguH U3 3TUX THYCHBIX Bl1aHTOB CXKer ceropHs IoJe.

— CBoe none, — HanoMHuIa bepeHrapus.

— Bot umenHo. Ilone, KOTOpoe 0oJIbIle He IIPUHAOJIEXKUT MOHTI"OMepI/I. Tak ¥ mogMEIBAeT HaIKUCaTh
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HaIllUM POJICTBEHHUKAM M PaccKa3aTb O TOM, YTO ¥ HaC TBOPUTCS.
— JIxxemu Tebe 9TOTO He MTPOCTHUT.
— Jlyu1ie yMepeThb OT ero pyKu, YeM OT r'oJiofia.

— A KaKoe OTHOIIIeHUE K TBOEMY XKeJyIKy UMeIOT HecuacCThs, IIOCTUTIIHE T10JIe, KOTOpoe Tebe He
IPUHAOIEXUT? — OCBeOOMuUIach bepeHrapusi, XoTs ¥ OHa caMa, u JI:ko0u 3Hanmu oTBeT. Hu mpu
KaKUX YCJIOBUSX OHM HE ITOKaXXyT CBOUM OOTaThIM IIPEyCIIeBaoUMM POJCTBEHHUKAM, B KaKO!
CUTyalluM OKa3ajlaCh X BETBb Ki1aHa MoHTromepu. bepeHrapus TSxkeno B3moxHyna. — HyxkHO
HamucaTth emy. [TompocuTh ero mo6osblile paccka3aTh 0 HaciemHuIle. YTO OHA TOBOPUT, KAKOBEI €€
IPeInoYTeHUs] B My3bIKe, KaKue 1IBeTHl OHa JI06UT. MBI 3aJaguM eMy MaccCy BOIIPOCOB, U €My
npugeTcs 6ecemoBaTh C Hel, Jabbl OTBETUTH Ha HUX.

— Ecnu 3Ta 9KCHS 03BOJIUT eMy IpUONIU3UThCS K Hel, — 37100H0 nobaBuia [xo0u.
— Heyxenu TH yke HeB3oOuna aTy OKCui0? — ynuBuiach bepeHrapus.
II>k00u 3aqyMYHBO ITOCMOTPEJIA Ha CECTpY.

— IyMmaro, ¥ THI TOXe. YBepeHa, OHa IOJI0XKMKIIA I'7Ia3 Ha rpada U HaMepeBaeTCs 3aM0IyYUTh ero. ITO
ee eIMHCTBEHHHIH IIAHC BHIMTH 3aMyXK 3a YesT0OBeKa ero paHra. Yro, mo-TBoeMy, OHa IpeNNpuHUMAeT,
4yTOOBI 3aBJI€Yb €T0 M OTTAIIMThL OT KPAaCHBOM HaclemHuUIE? HaBepHoe, HapsKaeTCs B IIJIAThS,
KOTOpKIE CTOSIT LIeJIoe COCTOSTHHE, a?

— Hert, — mocme HekoToporo Konebanus oreetuna bepenrapus. — [:xxeMu obpallaeT BHUMaHUe Ha
YMHBIX XKEHIIWH, Ha TeX, C KEM MOXKHO ITOTOBOPUTE. MOXKeT, OHa 3aBlieKaeT ero 6ecemaMu 0 TEOPHSIX
ApuctoTens? Wnu yuTaeT BCIyX Ha TPEYECKOM, UTOOBI TPOU3BECTH Ha HETO BIIeYaTIeHUE?

— IIa, 3meck eCcTh Hafl 4YeM ITOPa3MBIC/IUTh. UYTO HAMI0 CHienaTh, YTOOL OH IOJII00M HACIIeIHUILY?

— JobuTthcst, 9TOOH PSAIOM He OBI0 9ToM JDKcuu. HaM ke u3BeCTHO, 4To [KeMu He CIIoCo0eH
YCTOSITh TPOTUB CNTA00T0 CO3[aHMs, HYKIAIOMIET0Cs B 3allIUTe.

— Hy ma, mpoTuB meBullbl, onasie B 6emy, — 3aMmeTuia [I:ko0u. — [JaBail MOCMOTPHUM, YTO MOXKHO
IpUOyMaTh.

['maBa 14

K ToMy MOMEHTY, KOT{Ia DKCHS PeIInuiach OCTAaBUTL Toa OMHOTO, COJHIlE OBITIO y2K€e MOBOJIBHO
BBICOKO. TOJIBKO JIMIIb ITOCJIE TOTO, KaK HECUACTHRIM 3aBEPUII €e, YTO B CHJIaX 03a00TUTHCS 0 celde,
OHa yma. YeCTHO TOBOPS, €IMHCTBEHHOE, 0 YeM OHa MeuTalla, — 3TO BEIMBITHCS U MTOCIIATE.

OKcus He 3Hasla 3aMOK TuBepIeMa, K TOMY Ke IeJleHa N0/ 3aCTuiana BCe BOKPYT, OIHAKO
IeByIIKa YIIOPHO MCKajla YePHBIN XOfl, He XKeJlas MOSBISATHCS B IJIaBHOM 3alle, ITie, OHA He
COMHeBasach, 6yayT 3aBTpakKaTh Bce ero obutartenu. [locie HOuM, MpoBeeHHON psimoM ¢ TogoM, oHa
Obl/Ta B )KYTKOM BH[Ie ¥ MEHBIIIE BCET0O X0Tejla BCTPETUTLCS ¢ PpaHyeckon u [xKeMu, HapsKeHHBIMU
B IIJIaThsI, CITUTHIE U3 COJTHEUHBIX JTIyYel U CBeTa 3Be3].

OGoiims 3maHye, OHA HalllIa JBeph B KyXHIO, PACIIOJIaraBuIyiocs B 60yiee CTapod YacTH 3aMKa, U
BoIwIa. To, 4YTO OHA YBUMEIIA, CPA3y IMPUBEJIO €€ B COCTOsSIHIE 00eBOM TOTOBHOCTH.

B aToM mecTe BnacTBOBas xaoc. B KyXH€ IapPUuJI0O CaMO€e HaCTosIIee CTOJIIIOTBOPEHNuE: Y IIJIUT
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TOJIKJINCE ABE KyXapPKN HEOOBSITHHIX Pa3MepPoOB, BOKPYT CYETUIIACh LeJIad apMUs II0OBAPAT CO
CKOBOPOOKaAMH M KOTEJIKaMHU, MEXKY CTOJIaMHU I'OHAJINCh OPYT 3a OAPYI'OM OETH. My}K‘-II/IHbI opainm,
KEHIIWHE OTUNTHIBAJIN JETEH, cobaky C 1aeM OTBOEBBIBAIU TO, 4YTO yOaJIOCh )IO6LITB B IIOMOMKE.

«Yxkac! — nogyMaria AeBYIIKa, OTIIALIBasCh II0 CTOpOHaM. — [IpocTo yxkac!»

Ha mony Ov11u cBajieHBl TOJIBKO YTO IIPHUBE3€HHBIE C MEJIbHUIIE OTPOMHEBIE MEIIKY C MyKOU — HY 4eM
He IOTpscallee JJAKOMCTBO [JIs1 KphIC! YIaBIiue Co CTOJIa TpaBhl U OBOIIU YCIIEJIU IPEBPATUTHCS B
Kallly IT0fl HoraM¥ Jitofel. M Bce" KTO HaXOOUJICS B KyxXHe, HEIIPePHIBHO YTO-TO XKeBanu. JIroboe
070110, TIOSABIISBIIEECS U3 JYXOBKM, MTHOBEHHO YHUUTOXKAJIOCh. JKCHUIO efiBa He COUJI C HOT MyXKYKHa,
TALUBIINYI K XOJIOOUJIBHUKY [T0JIOBUHY KOPOBBEY TYIIN.

[eByIIKa He CIiellla IJla 110 KyXHe, HO HUKTO He o0pallai Ha Hee BHEMaHus. OgHAKO OHa BCe
mogMedyarsa: U TO, YTO CYHAYK AJIS CIIelnil He 3alepT, ¥ TO, UTO MSICO, IPUTONHOE U JJIs CyIla, U s
JKapKoro, OpocaioT cobakaM. B oiHOM K/1afoBOM OHa yBU[€Jla OTKYTIOPEHHbIE 00YOHKY C TTUBOM U
MIOPOTUM BUHOM — Gepu, KTO XoueT! B Ipyroit — BCKPHITHIE TIMHSHBIE TOPIIKKA C MapUHAJaMu U
COJIOHMHOM, COOEPKUMO€e KOTOPHIX YK€ Hadaslo MOPTUTHCS.

— OTBpaTUTeNbHO, — MPOGOPMOTaNa OHa. — Mep3Ko.

X035TMH 3TOT0 [IOMa TPATUJ Ha MPOAYKTH B Ba pa3a 0oJbliie, ueM TpeboBanock. U TaBHOM ero
Gemoit GBIJI0 OTCYTCTBHUE TOPSIAKA, TPABUIBHOM OpraHU3alK TPYAa U, YTO CaMOe BaXKHOE, YeJI0OBEKa,
PacIopsIKAIOUIerocs: Ha KyXHe.

OKCHIO OXBATHUIIO CTPACTHOE XKeJlaHWe B3SITh METIIY UM, CKOpee, Mey, 1 BRITHATh BCIO 9Ty TOJIILY U3
KyxHU. «Ecnu 651 pab0TOM yIIpaBiIsil YMHBIM 4eJI0BEK, — IOAyMaja OHa, — TO MOXKHO ObIJIO OB
HAKOPMHUTB GO0JIbIIIe HAPOAY, IIOTPATHUB IIPK 9TOM MEHBIIIE JEHET .

— IToGeperucs! — BHE3aMHO yCHIIaNa OHA U yCIlesla YBEPHYTHCS OT JIETSAIIET0 B Hee IIMOTKa Msca.

K cBoeMy u3yMmieHuio, oHa 0OHapyXKuia, YTO 9TO OTPOMHAs FOBSIXKbS IIeUYeHb, KOTOPasi B MTHOBEHUE
OKa McyYe3jia B MacTSIX ABYX phIUaliuXx colaxk.

— A THI TAaKOMBIM KyCOY€eK, — 3asBUJI KAKOW-TO MyK4YMHA, JePXKaBIINKU 107 MBILIKaMU [IBE€ CBUHBIE
TOJIOBHI, ¥ TYT K€ MCIIyTaHHO MOMATHUIICSI, KOTga OKCHUsS IIOBEPHYJIAa K HEMY IIbIJIalolee OT THEBA
nutio. — IIpoily mpolneHusi, — 3a00pMOTasl OH U I0PKHY B KJIaJIOBKY.

JKcus He IPEeCTaBIIsLia, YTO MOXKeT Pa3TrHeBaTh ee CUJIbHee, 4eM pa30a3apruBaHKe NOPOrOCTOSIINX
IIPOAYKTOB U HeOpeKHOe OTHOIIEeHNE K IeHbraM, a 3[IeCh 3T 3710HesHUS MpruoOpenny HeObIBaIbli
pa3max. OpHaKO AeBYyIIKa HAalmOMHMIa cebe, UTO 3a CBOIO XKM3Hb OHA BU[IEJIA JIUIIh OBA TOMECThS —
3TO ¥ COOCTBEHHOE, ¥ MPEATOJI0KHUIA, YTO 3aMOK TuBepIeMa sSB/IsIeTCST UCKITIoYeHueM. TpymHo ObII0
TIOBEPUTD, YTO TIEe-TO ellle TBOPSTCS TaKhe yKaCH.

BrIiiig 13 KyxHU, KCHUS HallpaBUIach 110 AJIMHHOMY KOpuaopy B bombimoi 3an. OT ee BHUMaHUS He
YCKOJIb3HYJIM HU PBaHbIE LIMHOBKY Ha II0JIy, KOTOPHIE CIE[0BAJI0 3aMEHUTh HECKOJILKO MECSIIEB
Hasaf, HU Ipa3b BOKPYT. Ecnu x0351uH, 3T0T JIskan TuBepiieM, KOPMUT TaKylo Ky4y Hapomy, TO
1oyeMy He 3acTaBisgeT ux paborath?

OcTaHOBUBIINCH Ha opore bombiioro 3aia, oHa 00HApyXKula, YTO ¥ TaM IIaPUT TOT XKe OeCopsioK,
4YTO U Ha KyxHe. HeckonbKo co0ak (CKOJIBKO e WX y Her0?) ¢ IIyMOM BEIPHIBAJIU APYT Y OpyTa
00Bbe[IKY TI0f CTOJIOM, C TIOTOJIKA CBHMCAJIM MbITbHEIE 3HAMEHA, CTOJIbI, PACCTABIIEHHEIE TTOTYKPYTOM,
ObLTM 3aBasieHBl TPSI3HOM MOCYIoM. MeXay CTONIaMu, Ha 10Ty, 60POIUCh YETHIPe UK MATh
Masnbyuiek. Bes ux ogexpa Ovlla M30pBaHa B KJI0Ybs, HO DKCUSI HAMETAaHHBEIM B3TJISIIOM
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OIipenesiniia, 4YTO OHa JOoporad, ¥ PEeIlnjia, YTO 3TO CEIHOBBA X03sAMHA. Pa3 Y HEero eCThb Je€TH, 3HAYUT,
eCThb U XkKeHa. Ho ImoyeMy XK€ OHa COBCEM He CIIEOUT 3da JOMOM H 3a OEeThbMU?

Hakowel meByIIKa yBHUAea B IleHTpe 3ania PpaHuecKy. Ta cupena 3a CTOJIOM, PacIoIoKeHHEIM Ha
BO3BHIIIEHUH, @ CKIIOHUBIIUKCS K HEX JOBOJIBHO NIPUBJIEKATENIbHEIY PHI2KEBOIOCHN MYKYMHA C
6raroroBeHMEM BHUMaJl KaxkaoMy ee coBy. «be3 comHeHus, 310 JIaknaH TuBepineM», — moraganach
Oxkcusi. C opyroii cTOpoHs! K ®paHuecKe CKIOHUIICS [[2KeMU, ONeThl B TEMHO-3€/IeHbIN OapXaTHHIN
ny01eT. B oTnuyue OT ycTaBIlel JKCUM, Ybe IIaThe OBUIO U3MSTO U 3alla4KaHO, OH BRITJIAMEN
YUCTHIM ¥ OTHOXHYBIINM.

YBepeHHas, YTO HUKTO He oOpalllaeT Ha Hee BHUMaHUS, JKCHS MOMOIIIa K ePYLIAMCS MalbuuIlIKaM
U IIPUHSIACh UX Pa3HUMATh, XBaTasl 3a BOPOTHHKU. OJHAKO OHA MM HEOOOIIeHWBAJa BeC IeTe, uiu
TepeolieHuIa CBOM cumbl. Kak OBl TO HU OBIJIO, HO MaJIbUMINKY, HE MTPUBHIKIINE K OUCIUIITHHAPHBEIM
MepaM, PeIIniy, YTO OHa 3aX0TeJla IOUTPaTh C HUMHU, U C BOIUISIMHM HaOPOCUTMCh Ha [EeBYLIKY. B
CTIeOYIOIIYI0 CEKYHIY OHA OKa3asach B IIEHTPE 3TOT0 CMeIoIIerocs Kiryoka pyK, HOT U THOKUX
OeTCKHUX TeJl.

OKcus He IpefCcTaBisiia, YTo Ol ¢ Hel IPOU30LII0, eCIH Obl KTO-TO He CHSJI C Hee CaMor'0 POCJIOTo
Manb4uiKy. [Ipomonkas nexkaTth Ha CIMHe U 3alllUIaTh pyKaMu JIUI0, OHa OTBaXKUIach IPUOTKPHITH
OIVH T7Ia3 ¥ yBUfEJIA YIIbI0AIOIIerocss KpaCHBOTO MYXKUYHHY C TOCEPeOPEHHBIMU BUCKaM#i — TOTO
CaMoTo0, KOTOPHIM TOJILKO 4TO oO0xaxkuBan ®panyecky. Ero yiribka Oblla TaKOM 3apa3uTeNIbHOM, YTO
IeByIIKa He ylepxXanach U yIEIOHYIach B OTBET.

BHe3amHo oH 00XBaTHII ee PYKOH 3a Ta/luio U, IOOHSB, IePeKUHyn [IxkeMu MOHTIOMEPH, CIIOBHO
Me1IoK ¢ (acosbio. Bo BpeMst BO3HU C JeThMH BOJIOCH DKCUHU PACTPENauCh U Celyac IIOKPHIBAIH ee
BCIO IIJIOTHBIM 00JIaKOM.

— Ixemu, OpyXKullle, 4To ¥ Te0S TaM TakKoe? — 0CBeJoMUsICs JIaKIaH.

— OTImycTH MeHsI, HarJIbli QUIIISp! — BO BCIO CHJTy CBOMX JIETKHX 3a0pasia DKCHUs, HO BEIHYXKIEeHA
Obly1a 3aMOJTYATh, TOTOMY 4UTO [[2KEeMU CXKaJl ee pyKaMH.

— I‘I(:’,‘pTeHOK. JIr00M MBI YEepPTEeHOK CaMOr'0o CaTaHbIl, — C OeJIaHHBIM 6e3p83HI/I‘-II/IeM oTBeTUn KeMu.
BJIpyT OH BCKPHUKHYJI — 3TO IKcus JIATHYJIA €T0 B T'OJIEHb — U €]iBa HE BBRIIIYCTUJI JEBYIIKY.

[ToTpaTuB BCero MUHYTY, YTOOB COOpaTh BOJIOCH], KOTOPHIE JIE3/IH B T'Jla3a U POT, B IyYO0K, IKCUSI
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha phlKeBoaocoro. OmeThY He TakK IHIIHO, Kak [[xKeMu — [a ¥ KTO BoOoOIlle Tak
OfeBaeTCs? — OH IPOU3BOLUI JOBOJIBHO IPUATHOE BIledyaTieHue. Bo BCIKOM clydae, en
IIOHPABUJIOCH TO, KaK OH CMOTPUT Ha Hee.

— Jkcus Me... — Havasa oHa, HO [IxKemu G60IBHO CXKaJjl e npenamieyse. — Oi!
— MertThiOC, — TIpeAcTaBul oH ee. — Ky3uHa ®paHuecku. BepHo?

3a PHIZKEBOJIOCHIM CTOSJIM YETBEPO 0YapOBaTENbHBIX MalbUMKOB, B UX Illa3eHKaX 0TpaxKalcs
KUBEUIINYN UHTEPEC.

— JleTu, — CIIOKOKHO O6paTI/IJ'IaCb K HUM [JEBYIIKa, — €CJIX S JaM BaM Me€4YHU, BBl CMOXKETe Y6I/ITB
9TOTO YeJI0BeKa OIS MeHs?

PaCHII/IpI/IBH.II/IMI/ICH OT YOUBJIEHHUA T''Ta3aMU MaJIbUYMKH IIOCMOTPEJIN Ha II>KkeMu, a ux oTer| Pa3pa3uniicia
FpOMOHOJIO6HI:IM XO0XO0TOM.
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— B uem pgerno, [Ixemu? { He ocyblmanca? JTa XKeHIMHA He BI0OUIach B Te0S C IEPBOTO B3rIsAga?
[l>XeMy TTOMOPIIUIICA.

— INoka3aTh TeOe MOU IIpaMBbI?
B3arnsag, KoTopsIM JI3KIaH OKHMHYJ JKCHI0, COTPell ey qyIly.

— CoMHEeBaloCh, 4TO el YAACTCS OCTaBUTh CBOU OTMETHHEL Ha MHE, — HETPOMKO IIPOTOBOPUIT
TusepieM.

OrmycTuB pykKy 9Kcu, [KeMu MHOTO3HAYUTEBHO YIIBIOHYICS.

— TrI, MO¥ HeCBeoyUIUl IPYT, He 3HaeUIb ee. & BUeN, KakK TH IIPOXOAua Yepe3 KyXHIo, —
o0paTuics OH K DKCUU, — U IIOHSJI, YTO TH B IpocTU. OTKpoX MoeMy 6eIHOMY [pYTy, 4To y Tebsd Ha
yMe.

IxeMu yCTpEeMUI HaCMELUTUBHIH B3TJIA Ha JI9K/TaHa. DKCUS IIPEKPACHO IOHSIa, YTO 3agyMarl
MonTtromepu. OH X04eT NMPeCTaBUTh ee B HeBHITOJHOM cBeTe? Hy uTo ke, mycTs. OHa He moOouTCs
II0Ka3aTh TuBepIIeMy CBOM XapakKTep.

— BeccMbicnieHHOe pa3ba3apuBaHue JeHer U MPOTYKTOB — BOT YTO 5 YBUENa, — TS IPSIMO B
rna3a JIakaHy, 3asgBuia JKcusi. — Xopoiee MsCO OTHAT cob6aKaM, ITPOOYKTH BalSIOTCS Ha IOJTY
07T HOTAMH, CJIUIIIKOM MHOTO Hapony, Be3fe rps3b. — OHa marHyna K Hemy. — BaM HoJKHO OBITh
CTBITHO 3a TO, B KAKOM COCTOSIHUHU X03s1CcTBO. Barnsuure! Hurne He yOpaHo, meTu BemyT ce0s Kak
pacIIaauBIIMECs IeHKHU. BaM momkHO OBITh CTEIIHO 3a cebs!

Pacnanusiuce, IKcus IpoposiKaia HacTynaTh Ha JIskiaHa. OHa He JorajbiBajach, KakKoe 3peJiulle
aByseT co00l: HeCMOTPS Ha BCKJIOKOYEHHBIE BOJIOCH U TPSI3HOE IIJIaThe, IeBYIIKa IIopaXaa CBOen
rpalyey, CKBO3HUBIIEX B KaXKIOM OBUKEHUU CTPOMHOIO Tena. Ee I[eKu opo30Beny, a Kapue riasa
Ka3aJIMCh OTPOMHEIMHU. MajieHbKasi, XpyIKasi, OHa, yIiepeB pyKu B 00Ka, 0TBAXKHO HACTyIMasa Ha
II0X0XKEero Ha MefBens JIoKlaHa, KOTOPBIM B TOT MOMEHT HallOMUHAJI IPOBUHUBIIETOCS IIKOJIbHUKA,
IIOHYPHUBILIEr0CS Nepes TPO3HOU YYUTETIbHULIEN.

— U Bamreit xeHe HOMKHO OLITh CTHIAHO. Kak 0HA cMeeT CMOTPETH JIIOASM B T'la3a, eC/IH V¥ Hee IoMa
Tako¥ 6ecriopsimok? Bel Moru OBl TPATUTh Ha XO35IMCTBO MOJIOBUHY TOTO, YTO TPATUTE ceidac.
Heyxenu Bac He BOJIHYeT Ballle Oynyiee? Heyxkemnu Bbl Tak 00TaTh, YTO MOXKETE He 3aTyMbIBasiCh
coputs feHvramu? Heyxenu?..

OKcus 3aMoiidania, IoToMy 4To [[2keMu BHOBB CXKaJl ee IIpefIeydbe 1 I0BepHYT K cebe. Ha ero muiie
SICHO YUTaJoCh: «Hy 4TO 51 roBOpHIT!»

Omnako JI9KJaH He BUIET er0 KPAaCHOPEYMBOT'O B3TIISIIa, OH CaM U €T'0 CHIHOBBSI U3YMJIEHHO
TApALIWINCh Ha JEeBYIIKY. BHe3amHo, CJI0BHO MPOGYAUBIIKUCH, OH B35/ €€ JIUIIO0 B TaIOHU ¥ CMaYHO
TI0IIeJI0BaI B TYOHI.

Bce mpucyTCTByIOLIHE, yKE TaBHO MIepecTaBIIie eCcTh (3a UCKIoueHrneM ®paHuyecKu) U YBIeYeHHO
Ha0JTI0IaBIIIMe 3a MPOUCXOISIIMM B IIEHTPe 3ajia, CJIOBHO 3TO OBIT MHTEPECHEUIIHNH CIIEKTAKITb B UX
JKU3HY, YIUBIEHHO 3aMopranu. Ho 6ombiie Bcex O yauBieH [IxKeMu.

— Y MeHS HeT XKeHbl, — CKa3ai JIsKnaH, OTIIyCTHUB IKcui0. — Bl BHIIIIETE 3a MEHS 3aMy}K?

— Ia, — 6e3 KoebaHMii OTBETHUIA AeByIKa. — C yOOBOILCTBHEM.
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— Her, He BbeIJIeI.T.IB! — B3pPEBEII II>xeMu, TeM CaMbIM 3aCTaBUB BCEX B3OPOTHYTh OT HEO2KUOAHHOCTH.

— O0s13aTeNbHO BEIIAY, — BO3pa3uia OKCUs, IOBEPHYBUINCH K HEMYy. — f1 MOTY BEIUTH 3aMyX 3a
KOro xouy. A Te0s1 3T0 He KacaeTcsl.

— TBoit oTet...

OHa HanoMHusa cebe, YTO B TaHHOM CJIy4ae Iofgpa3yMeBaeTcs oTell DpaHUYecKH.

— YMep B IpOILIOM IOy, — BEIIIA/IMIaA OHA.

— 4 mymar, 4TO OH XKUB, — OLIEJIOMJIEHHO IIPOroBOPUJI [I)KeMu, CTapasiCh OLIEHUTD YCIIBIIIIaHHOE.

— Tl mpocTo He cnpamuBai. Yyma. Teno copocunu B iMmy. OHO y2Ke PacTBOPUIIOCH B U3BECTHU. A
[aXxe He [IOIPOIIanach C HUM.

— ITomoxnute! — BMeasncs Puc, KOTOPHIM yxke 000I1IeN CTON U ceiyac npubnuxKacs K Irpymie B
IIeHTpe. — Y MeHs eCTb He0OOJIbIIIOM Y9aCTOK 3eMJTH, OCTABIIMICS B HACIIECTBO OT OTla. f He Oorar,
HO ToXe X0TeJ OBl ZKeHUTHCS Ha TeOe. Eciu TH coracHa.

— Huuero oHa He cornacHa! — Bo3MyTuiics JIskiaH 1 cobpaiicsi ObII0 B3sITh IKCHIO 3@ PYKY, HO
I>xeMu OKa3ascs IPOBOPHEE U TOJIKHYII ee K ce0e 3a CIIUHY.

— JTa JeByIlIKa HaXOOUTCS II0T MOUM IIOKPOBUTEILCTBOM, U 5 JOJIXKEH...

— ¢ He HAXO0XKYCh IIOJT €T0 IIOKPOBUTEILCTBOM. OH Jaxe 0TKa3bIBajICs OpaTh MEHS B 3TO
IyTellecTBUe. B ero 3agady BXOAUT JIUIIb JOCTABUTH HAC... 9-3, OpaHUYECKY K ee BO3JI00IeHHOMY
keHuxy. KpoMe Toro, oH cam cobupaeTtcs KeHUThCS Ha OpaHyecke.

[Tpu aTUX coBax Bce mocMoTpenu Ha ®paHuyecKy, KOTOpas IPOAojIKaia eCTh, B30 BCEX CUT
UTHOPUPYS Npoucxopsimee. I'me Okl IKCUS HYU MOSBIISIACH, €Ml BCeTHa yaBaJioCch CTATh LIEHTPOM
BHUMAaHUs, fyMasa oHa. Kak Ovl el X0TeJloCh OTHeNnaThest 0T dKcuu! Ecimu Ky3uHa BEIUAET 3a
JIsktaHa, y KOTOPOT0, KaK ycIea BHSICHUTh OpaHuyecKa, HeT TUTYJIa ¥ YbM CHIHOBbSI CBOUM
IIOBeeHreM HAallOMUHAIOT BOJIYAT, TO OHU C [[xKeMu OyOyT MpemoCTaBIeHbl APYT APYTY.

— Tt 3a6bTa, moporasi Ky3uHa, — CIagKHM T'0JI0COM Ipou3Hecsia ®paHuyecka, — YTO TBOM OTeIl
ocTaBuJl TeOs Ha Moe monedeHue. M g paspemai Tebe BEIATH 3aMyXK 3a OIHOT'O U3 3TUX MYXKUYMH.
IIpsmo cenvac. Ceromus, ecnu xouernb. — Y 0Ha omapuiia DKCHIO CBOEU CaMOM 04YapOBaTEIbHOU
YIIBIOKOM.

«HTepecHO, KaKue y Hero HefloCTaTKU?» — TIsiasd Ha JI9K/IaHa, HemoyMeBana JKCcus, abCoI0THO
yBEpeHHas B TOM, 4TO THUBepIIeM yxKe cheaj IpeaioXeHne Ky3uHe U IOJIy4YUsl OT BOPOT IIOBOPOT.
Benpr ®paHyecka Tak CTPEMHUTCS HalTu ceOe My»Ka ¥ UMeTh CBOM IOM — TaK II0YeMy JKe OHa
OTKa3bIBaeTcs oT JIskiaHa? YeM OH He MOOXOOUT?

Ha camom ke gene JIsknaH, OBIOBEBIIXI [[Ba TOa Ha3af U UMEBIINN MacCy BO3MOXKHOCTEHN BHIOPATh
cebe KeHy, Me4TaJl BCTPETUTD XKEHIIMHY, OCTOMHCTBA KOTOPOM He OrpaHUYMBAJIACh OBl KPACHUBOM
BHEIIHOCTBI0. EMy HyKHa Oblna KeHa, CllocoOHast BOCIIUTHIBATH €TI0 HEYIIPABISIEMBIX U YIIPSIMBIX
ChIHOBeW. MaTh JIsK/laHa OT/IMYanach CUIbHEIM M BJIaCTHHIM XapaKTepoM, II03TOMY €T0 TSHYJIO K
HEXXHBIM M YTOHYEHHBIM KEHIIMHAM, U OH JKEHUJICS Ha XPYIIKOH, KaK LIBETOK, AeBylIKe. [1eCATh et
3a00THI 0 KEeHe, KOTOpasi B KOHIIe KOHIIOB HE CMOTJIa ITPOTUBOCTOSITh O0NIE3HSIM U CKOHYAIach,
HaBeJIM ero Ha MBICJIb, UYTO €My HyXKHa JKeHIIMHAa C KHYTOM B OMHOM PyKe U CaMOCTPEJIOM — B
apyrou. OH cYuTall, YTO TOJBKO C IMOMOIIBIO 3TUX OBYX Belllel MOXKHO BO3[eMCTBOBATh Ha €ro
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CBLIHOBEH.

JIsKiaH BCTasl Ha OJHO KOJIEHO, B Pe3yJibTaTe Yero ero JINI0 0Ka3ajloCh Ha OOJHOM YPOBHE C JIUI[OM
OKCHUH.

— BrixopuTe 3a MeHs 3aMyX. Bce, 4To g uMero, OyneT npuHaaiexkarts BaM. Ko MHe, Manbuuku! —
npuKasai oH. — [IpocuTe 3Ty f0OpYI0 TOCIOXKY CTAaTh BAM MaTepbIo.

Manbyuky He TIOHUMAJTA CMBICTIA TPOUCXOMSIIEr0, HO 3HAJIU, YTO UM He TIO3MOPOBUTCS, ECTH OHU
ocnymaoTcs oTua. OORYHO OH He ofparas Ha HuX 0co00ro BHUMaHUs, HO TpeOoBaJ, YTOOH OHU
Bcerfa 6eCrpeKoCIOBHO MOAYUHSIUCH eMy. [103TOMy OHU He pa3ayMbIBasi OPOCUIIKCH K IEBYILIKE U
00BHUIIH €€ PYYOHKAMHU.

— IloxamnyicTa, — B3MOJIMIUCH OHU XOPOM, — II0XKalyiCTa, CTaHbTE Hallleld MaMOM.

Okcwus Oblyia BocxuineHa. [IpUKOCHOBEHHUE IPYTOro YejoBeKa — 3TO HeuTo moTpsicaioniee! A Kak
IIPEKPaCHHI IeTH. ..

Opnaxko [I;KeMu MOJIOXKUJT KOHEI[ 9TOU ClieHe. B3gB OKCHIO 3a MjIe4H, OH MOABENI €€ K JIECTHHUIIE U
IMMHKAMU 3aCTaBUJI IBUHYTHCA BBEPX.

— Tet 3a6bITa, YTO BCE [MOMKHO OCTABAThCS B TallHe? — INUIEN OH e Ha yx0. — 4 He XKeJaio, YTOOH!
BCEMY CBETY CTaJi0 U3BECTHO, KTO TBOSI Ky3HHA.

— A KaKoe OTHOIIIeHHE MOe 3aMyKeCTBO UMeeT K Halel TaiHe? Thl OBl 0CTaBUJI MEHS 3[IeCh, CO
CBOMM KpPaCHBBEIM OPYTOM, — U Bce. — Ho el 04eHb HPABUJIOCH CJILIIIATh THEBHBIE HHTOHAIIUU B €T0
ronioce. Heyxenu oH peBHyeT? Pa3Be Takoe BO3MOXKHO — Be[ib OH coOMpaeTcs XKEeHUThHCSA Ha
npyrou? — Wy Tl CUMTaellb, YTO MHE CIedyeT BLIUTU 3a Puca? OHu o0a KpacuBkl, mpaBaa? bymb g
TaKOM, KaK ThHI, TO BHIIIJIA OBl 3@ TOTO U3 HUX, V¥ KOT0 0OJIbIlle feHerT, U 3a0biyia OBl O YyYBCTBAX. —
OKcus 0CTAaHOBHIACh Ha CTyNeHbKe. — Tak 3a KOT0, IT0-TBOEMY, MHE CTOUT BBIUTH?

— Hu 3a koro! — oTtpesan [Ixemu. — {1 HOMXKEH 0TBE3TU TEDS K TBOEMY...

— K komy moemy? K Moemy HapeueHHOMY? — OHa yCMEXHYJIacCh eMy B IuI0. — Thl XKe yTBepXKaal,
YTO HET IPUYKH OpaTh MeHS C COOOH.

— Tsl kKoMnaHbOHKa ®PpaHuecku. — Ero 3asBieHne TaK PaCCMEIINI0 JKCHI0, YTO OHAa OT AyIIN
pacxoxoTasach. 3apa3uBIINCE €€ BecellbeM, [[3KeMHu yIBIOHYIICS, HO B CIEOYIONIYI0 CEKYHIY €ro
ynbibKa yracia. — ¢ oTBedato 3a Tebs. [[o Tex mop, moka MeieHXosI He JacT MHEe KaKuxX-Tu0o
yKa3aHWM, TH Oymelb feaaTh TOIbKO TO, YTO CKaXy 5. M, eCTeCTBEHHO, HU 3a KOTO He BHIHIeIb
3aMyX.

— A dpaHuecke, 3HAYUT, MOKHO BEINTH 3a TOTO, KOT0 BhIOpasia OHa caMa, a He ee oterl. Bepuo? OHa
oOpyueHa ¥ B TO e BpeMs CBOOO[IHa BEIOUpPaTh. {1 Ke HU ¢ KeM He o0pydeHa, HO He ©Mel0 CBOOOIb
BbIOOpA. 1 MpaBUIbHO U3T0XKKIA AKTHI?

— TrI 3agaelib CIUIIKOM MHOTO BOITPOCOB. Bo3M0kKHO, MelIeHXO0/II He COTIaCUTCS C TBOUM
BEIOOpOM. THI €T0 POACTBEHHUIIA, K TOMY K€ TBOW OTEll yMep, ClIefoBaTeIbHO, OH OTBeYaeT 3a Tebs u
BIIpaBe pelnaTh TBOe Oymyiiee. [103BOIbL HAIIOMHUTD, UTO S €Ille He XKeHaT Ha OpaHuecKe.

— Heyxenu B TBOEM T'0JI0CE CITBIMIUTCS Hamexma? Ha To, uTo Tebe ymacTcs cractuck? Mnu Ha To,
YTO YIACTCS 3aTAlUTh Kpacapuly ®paH4ecKy B IIOCTEh?
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— Yo TH 3Haeus 00 3TOM? — C BUIOM YOTIOPHOM CTAPO# AeBH CIpOCHI [[:KeMU, OTKPHIBas IBEPh B
OTBE[IEHHYI0 DKCUU KOMHATY.

Bosne kamuHa CYEeTHUJINCh CIIYTH, HAlIOJIHSABIINE FOpH‘-IGfI BOJIOM OEPEBAHHYIO BaHHY.

— Bormbie, 4eM TH OyMaelllb, — 3aTralouyHO yIEIOHYBIINCh, OTBETUIA DKCHUS U BAPYT YBUIENA BaHHY.
I Hee He COCTABHUJIO TPYMA MOTafaThCs, KTO HMEHHO 1m03a0oTuics o Hei. — O [Ixemu, —
IPOIIeNTaja OHa, Cpa3y IOYyBCTBOBAB, YTO 3aMepP3JIa, ¥ BCIIOMHUB O T'PSI3HOM IIJIaThe U
pacTpenaHHEIX BOJIOCAX.

Korpa meByImka moBepHyach K [Ixkem#u, TOT ynbibancs. OH GbIT TaK KPACHUB, YTO OHA, ITOTPSICEHHAS,
BBIHY2KI€Ha Obl/la YXBAaTUTHCS 3a CTONOUK OayimaxrvHa, YTOOH He yIacTh. YIbI0Ka, UTPaBIas ¥ HEro
Ha yCTaX, IPUHA/JIeKania BOBCe He XpaOpoMy phHIapio, GIUPTYIOIMEeMy C JaMOH, a IOOPOCTKY,
CYaCTIUBOMY OTTOTO, YTO OH JIOCTaBUJI e yOoBONbCcTBUE. OH HAaITIOMUHAJ MaJlbillla, TOJAPUBIIIETO
MaTepH CJIOMaHHBIHM IIBETOK U YCIIBIIIABIIETI0 OT Hee, YTO 3TO JIYYIIHiA MOJAapOK Ha CBETE.

— { nogymar, yto Tebe OymeT NPUATHO IPUHATH BaHHY, — HEYBEPEHHO IIpou3Hec oH. — Ho ecnu
TEHL...

[ToHsB, 4TO €My XOUYeTCs YCIBIIATh OT Hee II0XBally, JKCUs BOCKIIUKHYIIA:

— ITaxXe XxKeMuyra He [IOCTaBWIM Obl MHE TAKOTO HacllaXXJeHUs, Kak BaHHAa. — [[2KeMU II04yBCTBOBAI,
YTO OHa TOBOPUT COBEPILIEHHO HCKPEHHE, ¥ TIOKpacHes. — 4 0yoy MOKHYTE, II0OKa Y MEHS He Cle3eT
Koxa. [Toxanyicra, mOIPOCHU UX COenaTh BoOy noropsdee. — OHa He pa3 3aMedasia, YTO MyK4YUHAM
O4YeHb HpaBUTCS, Korga ®paHuyecka, BMECTO TOr'0 YTOOB IIPUKA3bIBATh CAMOM, TPOCUT UX OTAATh
npuka3anue. Eil 6b110 TpusTHO HabMogaTh 3a [KeMu, IT0Ka TOT pa3roBapuBajl CO CIIyraMu U
IIPOBEPSI TEMIIEPATYPy BOALL. — £ BEIMOIO I'OJIOBY, — C HETEPIIEHUEM, BbIJaBaBIIUM €€ Krydee
JKeJaHUe TI0OCKOpee OKYHYThCS B BOAy, oOaBuiia OHa.

I>KeMu yKa3asl Ha O0PTUK BaHHHI.
— PomarmikoBoe MBITIO ¥ PO30Bas BOfa AJIST OIOIacKuBaHus. Haymeioch, Bce B MOPSOKeE.

— Jla, — nogTBepauia JKCUd, MONHUMAs Ha Hero ria3a. OHa He MOTJIa IPEAIO0I0XKUTh, YTO OB
CITy4MJIOCh, ecyiu OB B Ty CEKYHAY CIIyra He 00BSBUII, UTO Bofia roToBa. U el He CykKIeHo OBII0
y3HaTh 3TO, TaK KaK MOMEHT OB YITyIIIeH.

— 4 ocraBmio Tebs 0fHY, — cKa3asl [[KeMu U, YIBIOHYBIINCE, BHIIIE.

OKcHs 3aKpyKHUIach 1o KoMHaTe. «0O, Kak ciafka cBoboma!» — mogymasna oHa. TONBKO 4TO OBOE
My2K4YMH IIOIIPOCUJIU €€ PYKH, a cerdac [Ixemu... [[kemu... OHa JaXke He 3Halla, K 4eMy CTPEMUTCS
IIxKeMu, HO el HpAaBUJIOCh TO, YTO OH [iejial.

HakoHell 0Ha CKUHYJIa ¢ ce0s MiaThe U BCe ellle BlaxKHOe HUXKHee 0ellbe U C HaclaXoeHueM
IIOTPy3uIach B rops4yio Boay. Korga Temno U3rHaio X0JIOf U3 ee Tejla, OHa OTKHHYJIaCh Ha CTEHKY
BAHHBI ¥ 3aKphIIa ra3a.

— OH oTtnpasusi nuckMo! — 3akpruana OpaHyecKa DKCHUM, HEXKUBIIEUCS B ropsg4yell BaHHe. — TH
cipluib MeHs? OH B caMOM fiefie OTIIPaBUI IUCHMO!

Bormnmu Ky3uHBI BEIpBaid JKCHIO, pa3MOPEHHYIO TEIJIOM Iocyie 6eCCOHHOW HOYM, U3 IPUSTHOU JPEMHI.

— Kro ormpaBun nuceMo? Kakoe? — ycTao CIipocuia OHa, fOrafgbiBasiCh, KTO MMEHHO, HO He
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IIOHKMas, 0 KaKOM MUCHEME UOEeT PeYb.
3Has, 4yTo ®paHyecKa He [acCT e’ HaCJIafuThCd BaHHOM, JKCUS NIPUHSAIACh HAMBIIUBATh ['OJIOBY.

— ITuceMo K TBOoeMy 0TIy, — oTBeTUNa PpaHuecKa, IIXasch Ha CKaMeedyKy B HOrax KpoBaTu. —
Jlopgx [IKeuMC OTIIpaBUI €My IIHChbMO, B KOTOPOM IIPOCUT pa3pelleHns XKeHUTHCS Ha ero Jo4epu
®panuecke. He Ha Tebe. Ha ®panuecke. Ha MHe.

Okcus OvlNa Tak YTOMJi€HaQ, 9TO HE CPa3y cooﬁpa31/ma, 0 9eM I'OBOPHUT Ky3HHA.

— [I>KeMu OTIIpaBUJI MMCHMO MOEMY OTIy? — IIPOIIelTaNa OHa ¥ IIpuXKana pyky Ko n0y. Ee Mmo3r
uXopano4yHo 3apaboTar. [Tocne Toro Kak ®paHdecka ropgo o6bsaBuia 00 ux ¢ [IkeMu pelieHun
TaHO 00BEHYAThCS, OHA TaK PA303JIMJIACh, UTO He MMOCYKTAa HyKHBIM 00IyMaTh CUTyaluio. [HeB,
IPUYMHE KOTOPOT'0 OHA He IbITalach aHaJIU3UPOBATh, JTUILIUT e CIIOCOOHOCTU PacCyXkKaaTh 3APaBo.
Ox, Hy ITI0YeMy Ke OHa BOBpeMs He paccrnpocuiia ®panuyecky?! — Pacckaxu MHE BCe, — TUXO
IIOMPOCHIa JKCHU.

— 4 xoTena, 4TOOBI MBI TTOKEHUIUCEH TAMHO, HO JIOPH [I2KeWMC 3asiBUJI, YTO YECTh BHIHYKIAET €T
IIpeBapUTEJIbHO UCIIPOCUTE Pa3pelleHns y TBOeTo OTIa...

— Temneps 3T0 y&Ke «MOU» OTel], — YyCMexHyach JKcusd. PpaHyecka IpPOIyCTUIa ee 3aMeYyaHue MUMO
yIIen.

— 4, ecTecTBeHHO, corjlacuiach. A 4To MHe OCTaBaJIOCh?

— O ma, cTpeMeHue 3aJI0BUTh B CETH MYXKUMHY cHefajio Te0s upe3BblYaliHO n300peTaTeIbHOM Ha
nmoxb. KpacaBuila 6pocuia Ha Ky3UHY 37100HBIN B3I,

— JKcus, 51 cTapanach pagu Teos.
— YT0-0?! — I'masa JKCUU paCIIUPUIIACEH OT U3YMJIEHUS.

— 4 BHXKY, 4YTO Tebs BlIeYeT K HEeMY, U €CJIh ThL TalHO BHIUMENIh 32 HETO 3aMyX, OTelIl JINIIUT Tebs
HaciegcCTBa.

CekyHnny Okcus 6e33By4HO IleBeuIa Ty6aMu, pexke yeM K Hell BEepHYJICS [ap pPeyu:

— CrniemoBaTeNnbHO, TH coOpanack cTaTh neau OpaHyecKo MOHTrOMeEpPH, YTOORI CTIACTU MEHS?
[Tpotry mpoOIIeHHs 3a TO, YTO TaK IIJIOX0 AyMasia o Tebe. ®paHuecKa, TH CAaMO OJIUIIETBOPEHHE
OOOPOTHL.

q)pqueCKa IIPUCTAJIBHO IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha KYy3UHY, IIBITAsACh IIOHATH, U30E€BA€TCA OHA Ha[ Hel unmm
TOBOPHUT CEPLEI3HO. JKcud Takas; II0 HeW He OommpeneinIlb, YTO KMEHHO OHa MMEET B BUNY.

OKcHs ceJla IPSIMO U IPUIITYPUIIACS.

— IMoxanyiicta, n30aBb MEHS OT CKa30K O CBOEM CaMOIIOKEPTBOBAHUY PAfy MeHs. & X04y Bce 3HATh
0 TIUCbMeE K MoeMy OTLy!

cI)p(:lH‘-IGCK(-Z‘ CiiegoBaJio OBl paHbIIIe C006paSI/ITB, YTO JKCUS HE IIOBEPHUT HU OJHOMY €€ CIIOBY.

— Kak s roBopuna, mopp [kKeiMc OTIIPaBUI TBOEMY OTIIY IIHCHMO C ITPOCHOO0M pa3peIuTs eMy
JKEHUTHCS Ha eT0 I0UePH, TOIHKO OH CUMTAET €r0 J0Yepbio MeHs. f IEITanach MpoTecToBaTh, HO
11000s71ach IPOSIBIISATH U3MUIIHIO HACTOMYUBOCTh U CKa3asia, YTO TOXKe HalUIly IHCbMO, OH OTAACT
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MHE CBO€, U 4 OTIIPABJIIO oba mucbMa C OOHUM IIOCHIJIbHBIM. KOHEYHO XKe g He COGI/IpaHaCB
OTIIPABIIATH UX.

9Kcus ¢ HegoBepueM CMOTpPEJIa Ha Ky3UHY.

— Heyxenu, mo-TBoeMy, OH GbI He 3aMETHJI, UTO OTBETa HET? Miu TH coOupanack caMa HallucaTh
OTBET, IIOffeNIaB II0YEePK MOEro 0TLa?

YecTHo roBops, ®panyecka 00 3TOM Jaxe He fyMalia, HO OHa Jyd4lne OB yMepiia, 4eM IIpH3Hanach
OBL B 3TOM JKCHUHU.

— Kakas Teneps pa3Huiia. [1ucbM0 TBOEMY OTIIY Y2Ke OTIPABIIEHO, ¥ B HEM OH IIPOCUT Pa3pelleHust
JKEHUTHCS Ha ero gouepu. — OpaHyecka momzxasa ryosl, 4TO Aejlajia OYeHb PeOKOo, TaK KakK 3Haja,
YTO OT 3TOTO MOSIBJISIIOTCS MOPIUIUHLEL. — YTO, II0 TBOEMY MHEHHUIO, ITPEAIIPUMET TBOK OTEIl, —
IpolIenTana OHa, — KOTa y3HaeT, 4To s Beifaio cebs 3a ero mo4b?

Y Okcum He OBIIIO HU MaJedInero XejaHus pa3MbIIUIATh 06 3ToM. Eit ¢ TpyIoM ymaBaoch
COepXKuBaTh 3710CTh Ha PpaHYECKYy.

— He 3nat10. Bo3MoXHO, 0H 3eBHET U cKaxkeT: «O ['ocionu, HaBepHOe, TYT Kakasi-To omubKa». Unu
THI TIPe/INioJiaraelllb, YTO OH IOIIJIET 3a MHOM 11eJTyt0 apMuio? YToOH IOJ KOHBOEM IIPOBOAUTHL MEHS K
xkeHuxy? — OHa TSXKeJo B3[I0XHYJa, — A 4TO, ITO-TBOEMY, Joporas Ky3uHa, OH cejaeT ¢ To0oii? 5
IIpefIosaraio, YTo OH pa3feHeT Te0s [oHara u yTONUT B TPSA3HOM NyxKe Ha o6ouyuHe. [TocMOTpuM
TOTTIa, KOTO IIPUBIIEYET TBOSI KpacoTa. — Ha ceKyHAy JKCUs MPUKPHIIA I'Mla3a; e Hago MogyMaTh. —
Crelt TeIIyio BOAY U3 TOTO Befipa MHE Ha TOJIOBY: HAaO ITPOMBITH BOJIOCHL.

®paHuecka GBIPKHYIA.
— MoxXemb CYUTATh YTO YTOOHO, HO 51 TeOe He TOPHUYHAS.

— [IpekpacHo, — ¢ HaUTPaHHBIM JOOPOAYIIKEeM IPOKM3Heca JKCUs, — TOTHa UIU pelleHre
COOCTBEHHBIMUM MO3TAMH.

[TokonebaBmuch, PpaHdyecKa IOOHSA BeIPO U BHUIKTIA BOLY Ha HaMBIIEHHYIO I'OJIOBY Ky3UHEL. 3aTeM
OHa B3sJla IpefHa3HaYeHHOe DKCUU NOJI0TEHIle U IPUHATIACh BRITUPATh UM rojy0oe aTiacHoe
IlaThe, XOTs Ha HEro He II0IaJio HY eIMHOU KallJId BOMHL.

— B03M0XHO, HaM yIacTCs IePeXBAaTUTh OTBET. DKCHS yKe yCIIesla IPOaHaTu3uPOBATh YCIBIIIAHHOE
U Telepb OTYETNIMBO IIPENCTaBIIsiIa, YTO MOXKET IIOBJIeYb 3a COO0M CITyunBIIEeCs: i TPO3UT
JIUIIATHCS CBOOOMBI paHbIlle, YeM OHA PaCCUMUTHIBAIIA.

— Mens BOJIHyE€T BOBCE HE OTBET, 4 TO, YTO oTell BHIIIIET dPMHUIO BOOPY2KEHHBIX OPY2KUHHUKOB.

OKcHs MMBITANIaCh CAEPKKUBATH CBOM T'HEB, TaK KaK 3HaJla, YTO CIIOCOOHA PacCykOaTh 3OPaBO JIMIID B
CIIOKOMHOM COCTOSIHUH.

BcTas, oHa BEBEIPBAJIa U3. PYK cI)paH‘-IeCKI/I IIOJIOTEHIIE U IIPUHATACh BRITUPATHCA.
— TrI OonMXKHa NCYE3HYTh.

— HaBepHoe, TBI HA30BEIIIb MEHA TL[IGCJI&BHOIZ, HO HEyXKeJIH, II0-TBOEMY, HUKTO HE 3aMETUT MOET0
HCYE3HOBEHUS? KpOMe TOTO, DKCHS, S He IIOHUMaIo, ImoyeMy uc4de3aTb HYy2KHO UMEHHO MHE. TBou
0Tel PAa303JIUTCA Ha T€6${, a He Ha MeHd. Befdp s muImb KYy3HHaA.
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— Ky3una 6e3 meHer, — HaloMHUIA et DKcusi. — M KpoMe BCero mpoyero KMeHHO THI Jajia IIOBOI
IIJIST PA3TOBOPOB O TaiHOM BEHYAHUHU.

ITo B3rnsamy ®panHyecku IKCHS moraganach, 9To 0€CCMEBICTIEHHO yOexKaaTh KpacaBHIy B TOM, YTO Ta
BUHOBaTa BO BCeM. [1o OMBITY OHa 3Haja, YTO Ky3uHa Bcerga 3a0kiBajia 0 TOM, YTO ee OMUOKY YacTo
IIPUBOMUIIY K CEPbe3HBIM HEIITPUSATHOCTSIM.

OKCHSs yCTaJIo B3[OXHYIIA.
— Korpa oH oTIpaBui mucskMo?

— [Nomnarato, cerofHs yTpoM. [la, TOYHO CETORHS YyTPOM, IIOTOMY YTO OH OTCYTCTBOBAJI BCIO HOYb. —
dpaHuYecKa C IO03peHreM ITIOCMOTpPeIa Ha HECMSATYIO IIOCTENb Ky3UHbI. — A TTie ThI IIPOBEJIa 3Ty
HOYB?

— C Tomom, — MaxHyB PyKOH, 0TBeTHIa JKCusd. — M3-3a ero HOT. Thl He MOXKeITh HaXOOUTHCS 3IECh,
KOorfa npupaet oTeeT oTua. OH...

— Hy, — ucnyranso npowentana ®panyecka, — 4 4TO XKe OH cHejaeT?

— BuiuBeIpHET TE0S BOH, @ MEHS 3aKyeT B lienu. ®PpaHuyecKa, TOYEeMYy THl He IogyMalia 000 BCeM
3apaHee?

— 4 xoTemna, yTOOH OH XKeHuJCS Ha MHe. YTo B aToM mioxoro? OH rpad. I'pad! O OKcus, KakKoBO 3TO
— HUKOTIA He YYBCTBOBAThH ce0st B 6€30IIaCHOCTH, XKUTh C OIIYIIEHHEM, YTO Hag TOOOU BUCUT MeY,
He 3HaTh, 4TO XKHeT Te0s 3aBTpPa, 4UTO...

— A Kax Xke g9? — B30pBanach JKCHs, HO TYT Ke 3acTaBuia cebs ycnokoutbcs. OHa Hazena 6enyio
JILHSHYIO0 HOYHYIO COPOYKY, XOTSI IIOHMMaJIa, 4YTO e B JIU YOacCTCs YCHYTH II0CJIe TOr0, YTO er
paccka3sana OpaHuyecka. — [laii MHe mogyMaTth. f ycTana.

Hy moueMy eyt He IPUIIO B TOJIOBY IMPeAynpenuTh ®paHyecKy HacueT TaK Ha3bIBAEMOTO
«00pyueHnusi»? Hy moueMy oHa He yuJjia, UTO ee OTell pa303/IUTCS, KOTHa y3HaeT, UTO ero 04b
peluia BHIMTH He 3a TOT0, KOTO OH [ Hee BriOpan? Ecu 661 [IxkeMu 1 ®paHuecka OKEHUINUCH, TO
3TO0 OBLI OBl COI03 MeXTy OelHOU MPEeNCTaBUTEIbHUILIEN CPEOHET0 Klacca U 00eqHEeBIITUM
OBOPSHUHOM. M KOMY Kakoe [ej10, Ha KaKue OeHbI'd OHU COOMpPanuch cyinectBoBaTh! Ho cutyanus
YCIIOKHSIIaCh TEM, YTO TeIeph B feJi0 OblT 3amelnaH [IepkuH MengeHxoJ.

TonpKo ceryac JKCUs IOHSIIA, KaKylo IJIYIIOCTh coBepluuia. [loueMy OHa He mofgymasa O TOM, 4YTO UX
¢ OpaHUeCKOM MacKapag MOXKeT IIPUBECTU K HEIIPUATHHIM ITOCIencTBUsAM? [loueMy oHa He
3aiyMaiach 0 TOM, YTO IIPOM30MAET, €CIU BMelIaeTcs oTel? Ha MrHOBeHUe ee 0XBATUJI TaHUYECKUU
cTpax. [la, 0Ha HUKOr[a He BCTpedasachk C OTI[OM, HO BCe TOAHI lTIepenuchiBanach ¢ HuM. OH HUKOTIa
faxke He HaMeKaJl Ha TO, UTO IIpUefeT HaBEeCTUTE ee.

OKcud 3Haja, 4TO WX CYlLleCTBOBaHUE MOJUYUHEHO Boje [lepkuHa Menpenxoinna. OH HE3PUMO
pacmopsikarcs ux XKu3HsIMHU. M 0Ha Bcerga CTpeMuiIach yroouTh eMy, BTallHe HaflesiCh, UTO OH
npueneT. [Ipuenert u ckaxet: «MoJogel, JeBoYKa».

Ia, eif meHCTBUTEILHO HPABUIIOCH (QIMPTOBATE C MOKJIOHHUKAMU, HPABUJIOCh, KOTHA ¥ [eaau
IpeIoXKeHre, OOHAKO OHA MMPeKPacHO IIOHUMAJIa, YTO BEIMET TOJIBKO 3@ TOr0, KOT0 BEIOpA OTell.
Iaxke HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO ee U30PaHHUK OKAXKeTCS YPOOAOM, CKYTIepasieM UM KeM-HUOYyOb IIOXyKe.
Y et OBITIO CTPAIIHO IIPECTABUTh, YTO CHEJIaeT OTell, eCJIM OHA OTKAaXKeTCS.
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OKcus OblZIa He HAaCTOJIbKO HaKMBHA, YTOOLI HE 3HATh, KAk CTPOATCA OTHOIIEHHA MEXIOY JIIOObMHU. Orern
OBl He pa36oraTeH, ecqy OBl OTJINYAJICS MSATKOCThBIO XapakTepa. OH 6511 6e3KaI0CTEH ", KOrga KTO-
HI/I6YI[I:> Imepedyunsl eMy, HaXOnuJjl UHEI€ ITYTH I[OGI/ITbCﬂ cBoero. OH XeHUJICI Ha MaTepH, TaK KakK ZKejlall
3allOJIYYUTh Y4adCTOK, HpI/IHaJIJIe}KaBH.II/IfI ee oTnmy. U on 3allOJIY4YHUII €ro B KOHEYHOM HTOre,
HE€3aBHCHUMO OT TOT'O, Ha YTO €My IIPUIIIIOCH TIOUTH.

KakoBa OyneT peakmus OTIa, KOTHa OH IIOJTy4YHUT IUCHEMO, B KOTOPOM [I:KeliMC MOHTTOMEpHU MPOCUT
pa3pelienns XeHUThCA Ha ero qouepu? IIpuneT B spocTh? HaBepHsiKa OH goragaeTcs O TOM, UYTO OHU
¢ OpaHUeCKOM TOMEHSIMCh MecTaMH, a [1lepkuH MeloeHXo0/, KaK U3BECTHO, He IIPUHAAIEXKHUT K
TeM, KTO IIpoIraeT 0OMaH. A BOPYT OH PELIUT OTOMCTUTH [I3KeiiMCcy MOHTTOMEepH U 3alacTCs IeJTbI0
pa3oputh ero? A BApyr oH nporoHUT ®paHUecKy, He JaB er Hu mmeHca? Mu BHIAACT ee 3a YeJI0BeKa,
1I0 CPABHEHMIO C KOTOPHIM CaM AbSBOJI OYOEeT Ka3aThCsS aHTeJIoM?

A BOPYT OH ITOCYMTAET HYKHHIM HAaKa3aTh HEIOCIYIIHYIO J0Yb — Ja IIOMOTYT e HeGeca?
— [emna nmoxu, ma? — mpoiuenTana OpaHyecka, MPUCTATbHO CIEOUBIIAS 3@ JIUIIOM KY3UHBI.

— Ilonararo, MBI 3alllJTA CIKIIKOM MaJIeK0, — OTBeTHJIA Ta, ¥ PpaHyecKa eBa He pacljiakanach OT
00JIerueHusI, KOTa YCIbIIIana «MbI»,

— ToI OMKHA HAXOMUTHCS B APYTOM MecCTe, KOorfa mpubyayT /Togu oTiia. M oH Toxke: Hejb3s, YTOOR
IxeMu mony4uus oTBeT. Eciu Ob yoamochk yOeOUTh ero, 4TO HaM IPO3UT OMACHOCTH, OH BHIHYK[EH
ObLT OBl CHOBA OTIIPABUTHLCS B IOPOTY...

— OH He yeneT 6e3 Te0s1, — yrpiomo mpou3sHecsa ®panuecka. — OH 3aX04eT CIIaCTU UMEHHO Te0s.
OHuM Bce pacmyckaioT rnepeq To0oit XBOCT. A ThI, KakK Bcerjia, oOpaliaemrs Ha cebsi BHUMaHUe.

BcrioMHUB cerogHsIHee yTpo, DKCUS YIBIOHYIaCh.
— [IBO€e B OOMH [IeHb CLesaiyd MHe IIpeAjioxXeHue. Pa3se 3T0 He BOCXUTUTEIILHO?

— THI XK[elb, 4TO S cornairyck ¢ To6ou? OTTyma, I'e s Cufena, BCe BHITIISIIENIO0 OTBPATUTENbHO. K
TOMY K€ Thl He COOMpPAaeIIbCs BEIXOOUTh HU 3a OMHOT'0 U3 HUX, BEPHO? Y 0gHOTO, ¥ Prca, HUYEro Her,
a y Opyroro — He fieTH, a Boj4ara.

— T Ke 3Haellb, YTO S THUIIeHa BO3MOXKHOCTH BEIOMPATh MyXka, — OTpe3aya JKcus. — BoT B uem
Bce meio! B ornmuume oT TeOs 1 He cBOOOMHA. THI MOXKEIIb BEIMTH 3a JII000T0, a 1 — HeT. Y TeOs ecThb
BO3MOKHOCTh CTaTh KeHOH rpada, eciau TBOS JT10XKb He PACKPOeTCs Ipexae, YeM OH OKazKeTCs Imepeq
asiTapeM.

['maza ®panuyecku 3aropenuch. HeT, oHa He paccKaxkeT DKCHM, YTO el HPaBUTCS 3TOT [IKeuMc
MoHTroMepH, u He TOIBKO IIOTOMY, UTO OH rpad. Eif HpaBUTCS, 4YTO OH BEeXK/IMB U 00XOUTENIEH C HEel,
YTO OH OTJINYAETCS OT APYTUX IOKJIOHHUKOB, TO U [eJI0 IBITAaBUIUXCS HJOTPOHYTHCA [0 Hee, — a el
TaK IIPOTUBHO, KOTMa J0 Hee JO0TparuBamTCs!

— IMoxuienune! — BHe3aMMHO BOCKIIUKHYIA DKcusi. — Hamo, 4T0oOk Te6st TOXUTHUIIH.
— MHe He 10 my1e TBOS upesi, — MIHOBEHHO oTpearupoBana dpaHuecka.

— Tebe cnemoBaso 6b MoAyMaTh 00 3TOM [0 TOr0, KAK MOM OTell y3HaJl 0 TBOUX MaTPHMOHHUAJIbHBIX
IlaHaX. — JKCHUs, BRITHPABIIAS BOJIOCH BIAXKHBIM IIOJIOTEHIIEM, ITPUCTAIBHO ITOCMOTpeIa Ha

Ky3uHy. — f momporry I'oma opranu3oBaTth noxuiienue. [la, Tak u Hago. 9 ckasasa [IKeMu, 4To
TIO[ICITyIIaJIa PA3roBOP KOHIOXOB B KOHIOIITHE. BceM U3BECTHO, YTO TH HaclefHUIIAa MelIeHXxoa, Tak
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YTO TBOE MOXUINEHNEe OYIET BHITISANETD BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO.
— 970 nmpaBga? MHe Ipo3uT OMMaCHOCTh?

— TonbKo B TBOEM BoOOpaXkeHUU, — yCMeXHynach JKcusd. — [a, Te6s moxXuTAaT, u [[xkeMu
OTIIPABUTCS BHI3BOJIATE TEOS.

— A TeI? — ocBegoMmiack ®paHyecka. — UTo cobupaenIbCcs fenaTh T, Korga s 6yny TPsSICTUCH B
¢yproue? Hacnaxpgatscs ropsiueii BaHHOU? BKymiaTh ¢apluIiipoBaHHbIX IaBIHHOB?

— Kakas TeGe pa3Hulla, eCiii Thl OCTAaHENILCS HaeIMHE CO CBOMM pa3/o0e3HbM [Ixxemu? ...

OKcHs Mpefrnoaraia, YTo CKopee BCero ey mpumeTcs UMEeTh JeJI0 C YeJIOBEKOM, IPKUCIIaHHEIM OTI[OM
[I7IS TOr0, YTOOB! YIOCTOBEPUTh TMYHOCTD €T0 JOUYEPH, ITOCIIe TOTO KaK TOT IOIYYHUT ITHUCHMO, B
KOTOPOM HacllefHuIeH Ha3kBaeTcss dpaHuecka. A BOpPyr oH oTIpaBuT [[xKeMu mogpoOHOe OmucaHue
ee BHeUTHOCTH? «M3 OBYX meBYIIEK MOs HOYb Ta, KOTOpPAs HeKpacHuBa, — HAMMUIIET OH. — Kak BHI
MOTJIH TIepenyTaTh KpacaBuily ®paHdyecKy ¢ MOel HelpUBJIeKaTeIbHON HOYephi0?»

9Kcus nocMoTpesia Ha Ppanyecky. Ee Koxka, mofiCBeYeHHas MEPBEIMU COJTHEYHBIMU JTy4aMu,
IPOOMBABIIMMHUCS CKBO3b IEJIM B CTABHSIX, Ka3ajlaCch HEXKHOM, Kak nepcuk. OHa Oblna ofgeTa B
POCKOIIIHOE aTlacHoe roynyboe IIaThe C YepPHOU BHIIKUBKOM. DKCUS 3HalIa — [0 ITOCTIeOHETr0
(apTuHra — CKOJIBKO CTOUII ee Hapsd. CamMa OHa HUKOT[a He HOCHIa TaKylo JOPOTyl0 OfeXnOy, Tak
KaK CyuTasa: yKpamaTth cebs paroleHHOCTSIMU PaBHOCHIBHO TOMY, YTO HALIETJISITh OPU/IJIMAHTEL Ha
ocna. Befb TOT, KakK ero Hu HapsixkKal, BCE PAaBHO OCTAHETCS OOBIYHBIM HEKPACHUBBEIM OCJIOM.

— TepmeTs He MOTy, KOT[ja THL CMOTPHUILb Ha MeHs BOT Tak, — 3asgBuia ®pandyecka. — Hapmerwcs, T
He 3agyMalia 4To-HuOy/ab yKacHoe MPOTUB MeHs? Unu TBOM oTBpaTUTeNbHbIH Ton?

— ®paHyeckKa, — TEPIEIUBO MPOU3HECTIa DKCHSI, — THl CaMa BO BCEM BHHOBATA. f He UMEI0 K 9TOMY
HHUKAKOTO OTHOIIIEHHS, HO, KaK BCerya, MHe IMPUOEeTCS pacxjieOrBaTh Kally, KOTOPYIO Thl 3aBapuia. —
«W BHIIYTHIBATHCS M3 TOTO, YTO 3a 3TUM ITOCIEAyeT», — MIOfyMaJia OHa, HO PelIusa He TOBOPUTH 00
3TOM BCJTyX, YTOOBI He IMOKa3kBaTh OpaHuecKe BCIO TIIyOMHY CBOEro oT4assHus. — Toy yBe3eT Tebs, a
IxeMu mocienyeT 3a To60#. BceM, KTo Hac CONPOBOXKAAET, OH CKaxeT, OyATo Tebe MPUIIIIOCh
BEPHYTHCS ToMOM. BMecTe ¢ HUM yenyT u ero mionu. [ToaTomy, Korga npubynyT APYXKUHHUKY OTIIA,
OHH...

— Onu yBe3yT T€6s1, — mpoirenTtana OpaHyecka. IKCUsS OTBEPHYJIACH, YTOOH Ky3WHa HE BUIENA €€
nuna.

— OTO He UMeeT 3HaueHus. B MoeM pacnopsiKeHUU OBIJI0O BCET0 HECKOJIBKO Hefleb CBOOObL. A
yBH[Ie/a JOCTAaTOYHO, HAarpoOoBasack BBOII0 HOBHIX OJII0M, ITO3HAKOMHUJIIACH C JIIOOBMHU, KOTOPHIE HE
COCTOSIT Ha XKaJIOBAHUM Y MOEro OTIa. 4 mony4yusa 60sblie, 4eM pacCuyuThiBana. — OHa He MO3BOJIUT
cebe pa3MBIIUISATh O TOM, YTO ITPOUCXOOUT. — BoT. — [TOpPHIBIIKMCE B CYMOYKE, OHA [I0CTasia U3-10f
NOJKIagKK MaJleHbKU Melnodek. — bepu. 3To 30710T10. Tebe mopa cobupaThcsi. CII0KK CBOIO OEXKAY
B (DyproH, B TOT, KOTOPHIY He pa3pucoBaH. Y mocTapaiics BCe BpeMsl HaXOOUTHCS HEOaleKo OT
¢byprosa, uTob6sl Toay He IPUIITIOCH UCKATh TeOS.

— Ero JINIIO OIIATH 6y11eT CKPLBITO 3TUM Y2KAaCHBIM KaImoIoHoM? 4 HEHaBUXY, KOrDa OH HaJAeBaeT €ro.

— Thl HeHABUXIIE €r0 KAlIOIIOH, TEl HeHAaBUIUIIb, KOT[la €ro JIULO CKPHITO. Thl HEHABUOUIIE BCE,
yto Top menaert. [la, oH cupsiueT cBoe nuio. oy K HeMy, OH Bce opraHu3syeT. Ha 9To moTpebyeTtcs
O4YeHb MaJio BpeMeHU. THl OHsATa MeHsl, OpaHuecKa: 0O4eHb Majo!
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— OKCHs, Hy I04YeMy THI BCerfia TaK CypoBa CO MHOU? «Yero s oxugana, — mogymana OKCUs. —
Brnarogaproctu? OT ®panuecku?!» BHe3amHO OHA MMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OOIbIIe HE MOXKET BHIHOCUTH
BUJa Ky3UHHI.

— Yxomgu! — BoCK/MKHYyJIa OHa. OpaHuyecKa faxe He IIeBeJIbHYIach. — Yxoau! — pa3gpaxkeHHO
3aKpuyaia OHa.

OpaHyYeckKa Imynel BhIeTeNa U3 KOMHATH U B CepAllax XJIOMHYJIa IBEPLIO.

Oxkcus cobpanach OBIIIO OFETLCA M 3aHATLCS AejlaMy, HO BOPYT OIIyTHJa ci1abocTh B Horax. Bcee, ee
cBoOona 3akoHuYusach! [loyeMy oHa He MOfyMala, YTO CIIYYUTCS, KOTAa OTIY CTAaHEeT U3BECTHO 00 uX
¢ OpaHuyeckou 3aree?

Ho ona 3nana otBeT. CBOGOMa OIbSIHUIIA €€ ¥ 3aCTaBUJIa COBCEM 3a0BITh O 3IPaBOM CMEICTIE. A ellle
nosiBuics [IKeMy, a ¢ HUM — U UX Ilepenasnky, 1 — o Hebeca! — Ta HOYb JIIOOBU.

BHOBB ONyCTUBIIKUCH Ha KPOBaTh, OHA 3aKphljla Ifla3a U 0THaaach BocoMuHaHuSIM. O HOYY,
IIPOBeieHHOM B ero 00bsaTusX. OHa roBOpHUjIa eMy O CBoel i00BHU, a OH IleyioBas ee. M mackar.

Ho teneps Bce KoOHYeHO. OH MCUYE3HET OTCIOfla B TO K€ MCHOBEHME, KOTa YCIBIIIUT, YTO €0
OeclieHHas HaclegHKIIa MeloeHxolla Ipomata, ¥ Jaxe He B3TJITHET Ha Hee, DKCHIO. Bedn oH
CUYMTAET, YTO Y Hee HeT JeHer — TeX CaMBIX [leHeT, 0 KOTOPHIX OH MeuTaeT 0OJIbIlle BCETO Ha CBETE.

OKCHM XOTeJIOoCh IIJTaKaTh OT KaJIOCTH K cebe. Ho Ha cre3kl He ObIJI0 BpeMeHH, HYKHO OBII0
omeBaThCs U UATH K Tomy, YTOOBI TOTOBOPUTHCS O moxuieHun ®panyecku. Ho mepBLIM gemoM
ClenyeT y3HaTh, Kak oH ce0s1 yyBcTByeT. OHa 3HaJla, YTO OH OTKA3bIBAETCS OCTABATHCS B TOCTENH
IOJIbIIIe OOHOTO [HS, He3aBUCUMO OT CBOEro CocTosiHu. [la, ele Kyuep, HalmoMHuUIa cebe meBYyIIKa,
HAJ0 HaHSATh Kydepa. Eif mpupmeTcst Bce meaTh 3a CBOIO Ky3WHY, TIOTOMY 4TO 3Ta I/Iymas Kypula
®panHuecka OymeT cumeTh B QyproHe u KOaTh, KOTOA 3a Hel MPUAYT.

«HyxH0 BCcTaBaTh», — nogyMajia JKCUS, IpexXae YeM COH CMOPUII ee.
I'maBa 15
— Yo TH coenarna ¢ PpaHUYECKOM?

Co cua Jkcus He IToOHUMAIa, 0 4eM peus. OHa faXxe He cpa3y y3Hasa rosopusiiero. [IofHSAB ronosy,
IeBylIKa oOHapyuia, 94TO JIeXKUT IIoNlepeK KPoBaTH, ee HOT'M CBUCAIOT; C Kpas, a B KOMHAaTe IIapuT
IIOJIyMpaK.

— M-m-M, [IXKeMH, — C yIBIOKOH ITPo60pPMOTasia OHa U IOrPY3UiIach B IPEMY.

Ho B crenytomuyto ceKyHOy BHOBbL OTKpPELIa I'la3a, IoToMy 4To [[:kemu 3acToHas. OH jiexaln Ha
KpPOBATH PSIOM C Heli, He Kacasich ee.

— B ueM f1en0? — BCTpemeHynach JKCHUS U OIIYTHUIIA, KaK B HEW IIONHUMAETCS HeuTo... HeuTo... O
Boxe, HaBEPHOe, 9TO BOCIIOMUHAHUE 0 TOM HOuu. Eif o 6e3yMusi 3aX0TeJI0Ch I0IIeI0BATh eT0 B IIEI0,
TaM, TIe 3aKaHYMBAeTCs GapXaTHHINM BOPOTHUK Ay6eTa.

— [ToyeMy THI IBITAEIUILCS YOUTH MEHS? — XPUILIBIM T'OJIOCOM CITPOCUTT OH. ET0 110 G0 CKPHITO
COTHYTOU B JIOKTe PYKOM.

3a CBOIO HeOOJITYIO 2XKU3Hb IKcusd He ycCIiiejia Ha6paTbC5I OTIBITA B JTIOOOBHOM HUrpe, Ho BCe Ke MOT'Jia
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OTIpefie/IuTh, KOTMa Ha Hee CepasiTCs, a Korga — HeT. B HacTosmui MOMeHT [IxkeMu MOHTrOMepH He
cepaucs.

VIbIOHYBIIKCH, OHA TI€PEKATHIIACh K HEMY U, BEIXBATHB KHHKaJl U3 HOXKEH Y HEero Ha 00Ky,
IIPUCTABUJIA K €T0 TOPIy.

— Tak MHe ceftyac 970 cuenaTh? JIMmuTh Te0s1 XKU3HU? MeaneHHo yopaB pyKy OT nuila, [KeMu
TIOBEPHYJI K HEY ToJIoBy. B ero ria3ax meijiaji TaKoW XKapKUW OTOHb CTPACTH, YTO Y DKCUU
TIepEXBaTHUIIO [IbIXaHUE.

— Tl He 3Haellb, C 4eM HUrpaemisb.

— IMomararo, 51 3Hat0 OOJIbIIIE, YEM THI CYMTAEIIb, — IIpoII€eIITala AEeBYIIKa. MrHoBeHUe eyl Ka3aloch,
4YTO OH CO6I/IpaeTC5{ IIO1IeJIOBATh €e€.

Bue3zamnHo [I>KeMu ceJl ¥ yCTPeMUJI Ha Hee MIPUCTANIbHBIN B3TIIS.
— 41 Tebe He crnagkas OyI04YKa C u3ioMoM!
— TBl — He 4T0? — Iepecupocuna JKCHsl, HAaKJIOHUBILUCH K HEMY.

— JKcus, Ipeaynpexmian: 0CTaHOBUCDH. Thl He TIOHUMaeIllb, YTO feJlaellb. THl AyMaelllb, YTO MOXKEIIb
BCe MOPo6oBaTh, BCE YBUOETD, BCET'0 KOCHYTHCS, HO ThI 3a0/MyKaaemrbcs... — [Ixkemu 3amornyan. OH
3HAJI, YTO TIOJ AJIMHHOM COPOYKOM, 00JieraBIeil CTPOMHOe TeJI0 JeBYIIKM, Hu4ero HeT. Huyero.
AGCOJTIOTHO HUYET0. — JKCHSI, — IMPOCTOHAJ OH.

— Ila, Dxemu, — IIpomieriTajla OHa, IPU2XKKUMAACh K HEMY.

Bce Omarue HaMepeHus [IKeMU He JOTParuBaThCs 10 DKCHM MOUUTH IpaxoM. He B COCTOSTHUU
Goblle coepkuUBaTh ce0s1, OH OIPOKHUHYJI €€ Ha CIIUHY U BIUJICS IIOLEIyeM B €€ TYOHL.

Ero ynusuia mollb BlafieBliedl UM CTpacTu. Benp aTa camMas OKCHs, 3Ta JeBOYKa-KEHIINHA,
IIpeBpaTHia ero CyleCTBOBaHUE B ajl, OHHAKO OH XKeJjlajl ee, BIePBbie B XKU3HU UCIIBITHIBAs XKeJlaHUe
TAKOM CHUJIBL.

Ourymrast mom co6oi ee Tejo, OH IIPOCYHYIT KOJIEHO MeXAy ee Hor. BO3MOXKHO, eMy yHanoch Okl
COBMTafaTh C C060M, ecnu OBl DKCHS XOTh HEMHOTO CONIPOTHUBJISIACh, HO OHA paclaxuBaiach eMy
HABCTpeUy, KaK ITBETOK — HaBCTpeuy muyese. Ee poT MPUOTKPHIICS, HOTH PA3OBUHYIIUCH, a PYKH
00BHUIIN €r0 IIe0.

OH NOKpHIBa/I CTPACTHLIMU IIOLENYSMU €€ IIel0, IIeKH, TPYAb, €ro IabIlbl JacKajlld ee COCKH.
— OKCHS, — BHE3AITHO pa3[aJjiCs LIEIHOoT OT ABEPU. — DKCUS, TH 30eCh?

— OpHy... — IPOTHYBLIMM T'0JIOCOM ITPOU3HECIIa IeBYIIKA U IPOKAILISAIack, YTOOb MIPOYUCTUTD
ropyno. — OgHy MUHVTY.

HOCMOTpeB Ha [I>kKeMu, OHa yBU[EIIa, YTO OH UCIIyIraH HEe MEHELIIIe Hee.

OnHaKo ero UCIyT OJIUJICS BCEr0 MIHOBeHUe. Kak UCTUHHEBIY COJIAAT, OH Cpa3y OLEHUJI CUTYaluio U
CIIPBITHYJI C KPOBATH, 3aTEM OTKUHYJI Ofjesijia, 3aCTaBUJI DKCHUIO Jledb Ha MOAYILUKY, YKPHII €€, a caM
CIIpSATaJICA 3a LIMPMOM, CTOSBIIEN B YIIIy.

— IKcusg? — onsaTh mo3Ban Top, OecIyMHO BXOMSI B KOMHATY.
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Hpe}Kne YeM 3aKPHITh 3a coboit OBEPb, OH BRITJIAHYII B APKO OCBEIIEHHLIN KOpHumon, JIa6bI
YOOCTOBEPUTHCSA, UTO HUKTO €r0 He BUIEII. OH opmencs B OJIMHHYIO TYHUKY U3 FPY60fI TKaHH, a Ha
TOJIOBY HaKMHYJI KalllOIIIOH, CIINTHH TakK, YTOOBI ITOJTHOCTRIO 3aKPBIBAThE U3YPOAOBAHHYIO YaCTh JIMIIA.

— M-M-M? — mmpoMbIdaja JKCHsI, IPUTBOPSSICh, OYATO TONBKO YTO MIPOCHYIIACH.

— HpOCTI/I, 4To pa36y111/m Tebsi. — B ero romnoce CibIIanoch HCKpPEHHEE COXKaJIeHne: Belb OH 3Hall,
4YTO BCIO IIPOIMIJIYIO HOYb OHaA 60I[pCTBOBaJ'Ia roase Hero. — Kaxercs, CIIY4HJIOCh YTto-T0 moxoe. TBou
oTell...

['poMKHMii Kallleslb OeBYIIKH 3arTyIIuiI ero coBa. Yero OB 3TO eff HM CTOMJIO, HO OHA He JOOMYCTHT,
4yTOOBI CIIPSITABININICS 3a MuUpMoH [[KeMu y3Has ux ¢ TogoM cekpeTsl. A Tox He JOMXKEH Jaxe
3aI0f03PUTh, YTO KTO-TO HAaXOOUTCS B €e KOMHATe.

— 9Kcus, uTo ¢ To60#? OHa OTKHHYIA ofesiya.
— IIymato, HaM Hago 0OCYAUTh 3TO HaeguHe.

— A rge MBI MOXKeM HaWTu Oorblilee yeIUHEHNE, KaK He B TBOEH CIajibHE? — C TI0J03PEHUEM
OCBEIOMUJICS OH. — JKCHUs, YTO y TebOs Ha yme?

— Huuero. JeticTBuTenbHo HuYero. OcTaBb MeHs, ST OIEeHYCh U BHIHY K Tebe.
He pBunyBImMCE ¢ MecTa, Tox MpPogoIkan BHUMATEeIbHO HAOII0OaTh 3a HEH.
— Yto-TO He Tak. Tebs YTO-TO PaCCTPOHUIIO.

— Her, Huuero nomo6Horo. — McnyraBumuce, 4to [IKeMu He YMECTUTCS 3a Y3KOU MHUPMOM, DKCUs
BCTPEBOXKEHHO IIOCMOTpEJIa B YT'0JI KOMHATHI.

[TpocnenuB 3a ee B3rnsimoM, Ton HATPABUJICS B TY CTOPOHY, HO DKCHS IIOCIEITHO CIPHITHYIa C
KpPOBATH U, TIEPerHaB ero, 3abexasa 3a MUpMy.

— Jlait MHe 0fgeThCsl, ¥ MHL...

OHa yBupena, 4To [I2KeMH CIIOKOMHO CUIUT Ha HEBHICOKOM TabypeTKe U ycMexaeTcs. Ero mmuHHbIE
HOTHY OBbITM IMMPOKO PACCTABJIEHBI, ¥ KOJIEHHU YIIUPAIUCh B KPast IUPMEI, T03TOMY €JUHCTBEHHOE
MECTO, TTie MOXKHO OBIJIO YCTPOUTHCS DKCHUM, HAXOAMUIIOCh KaK pa3 MeXKy ero Hor.

— JlagHo, omeBaiics, — cKa3al Tofl, pa3fpakeHHbIN TeM, UTO He TIOHMMAET MoBefaeHuss IKcuu. U 4to
OHa TaK BcIojomunack? Kak OyoTo OH HUKOTa He BUMIET €€ B HOYHOU pyOarike!

[xKemu crenun 3a JKCUEH, U ero B3IJIAL sICHO TOBOPUIL; «[la, moXkKanyrucTa, OfeBaucs».

IeByIIKa MOJT0XKUIIA Ial0Hb Ha €ro Ij1a3a, Iogpa3yMeBast, YTOOB OH 3aKPHIT UX, HO [lKeMu
OTCTPAHMUIICS, TIOIETIOBAJ €€ PYKY ¥ CHOBA YXMBIIbHYJIICS.

[TpUIypHUBIINUCH U TIOHKaB I'yObl, DKCHUSI CEPAUTO ITOCMOTpesia Ha Hero. [IoHuMas, 4To y Hee HeT
WHOTO0 BHIOOpA, OHA YCMEXHYJIacCh U, IePErHyBINKUCh Yepe3 [[:KeMH, TIOTSHYJIach 3a KOPCETOM,
KOTOPBIY BHCEJI HAa CTeHE Y HEero Hafl rojioBoi. K coxaneHuio — UM K CYaCThio, — IIPU 3TOM
IBUXKEHUU ee TPYOb IJIOTHO IPUKaJach K ero Jully.

CI[epHYB KOpPCeT C KPI0YKa, IKcus OTCTPAHMUIIACh OT II>KeMu 1 ONSTh IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha HeTO.
Hacmermmnusoe BBIPpazKE€HMNE NCY€E3JI0 C ero Jiknlia, YCTYIIMB MeCTO CTPagaJIb4eCKOMY.
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— I'me ®panyecka? — cupocun Tof, HaXOOUBIIKUKCS TI0 APYTYI0 CTOPOHY IIMPMBL U HE
TIPEICTaBJISABIINY, UYTO TBOPUTCS 3a HEM.

— OTKYI[a MHE 3HaTh, I'ne q)pqueCKa? HaBepH;{Ka OHa TaM, rge 0oJIbIIIE BCETO MYXK4YHH.

OKcus Hafiena KOpCeT U, TIOBEPHYBIIUCH K [[;KeMHU CIIMHOM, IToflazia eMy 3HakK, YTOOHI OH 3aTSHYI
IIHYPOBKY. K ee BOCTOPry, ero pyKu CUJIBHO APOXKaJIU.

— 9Kcus, — BHOBb 3aroBopun To, — He MOPOYb MHE T'0JI0BY. UTO THI C Hel chernana’?
— 4A?! TloueMy THI TOAO3pEBaELIb UMEHHO MEHS?

— 4 crblan, YTo IPOU30IIII0 CETONHS YTPOoM. YTo 3acTaBuio TeOs COTJIAaCUThLCS BRIUTH 3aMyXK 3a
3Toro yenoBeka? Tebe U3BECTHO, YTO OH BCEM M KaXK[OMY PacCKa3hkIBaeT O Ballled TOMOJIBKE?

— Ou! — BCkpukHyJa JKcusd, Korga [I;KeMu YKOJIOJl ee HaKOHEYHUKOM OT LIHypKa. — HeT, 1 Hu4ero
He 3Hal0, HO MHEe 3TO 0YeHb HPaBUTCS, — 3asBuUjIa OHa, IpefHa3Hayvas IocaeqHue cioBa [IxxeMu.

[ToBepHYBIIKCH K HEMY JIUI[OM, OHA MTOTSHYJIACh 3a IIaTheM. [ITHHHOE U IPUTAJIEHHOE, OHO
TIOYEPKUBAIO COOTa3HUTENIbHEIE TUHUY €€ Tela. OHO ObIJIO CUIMTO U3 TEMHO-30JI0TUCTON TKAHU U
OT[eJIaHO Y3KO¥ JIEHTO! U3 YepHOro Gapxarta. 3aCTeKKY HA CIMHE CKPHIBAIMA KPYKEBa.

OpHako Ha 9TOT pa3 [lxKeMu BOBpeMs 0TOABUHYJICSA. OCTaHOBUB DKCHUIO PYKOM, OH CaM CHSJI IJIaThe C
KPIOYKa, a 3aTEM, CEB Ha TaOyPETKY U CIIOKUB PYKU Ha TPyOu, MPUHSICS HabmoaaTs 3a TeEM, KaK OHa
OeBAETCS.

— JKCus, THl CIUIIKOM MHOTO JIXKeIlb, — 3aMeTua Tox. DKCHs UCKOCA B3TIsgHY/a Ha [[xKeMu, YTOOBI
y3HAaTh, CJIBIIIAT U OH 3asBieHue Tomga. EctecTBeHHO, cibiman. OH MHOTO3HAYUTENIBHO ITPUITIOIH ST
OfHYy OPOBB.

— IMomarato, 6ymeT nyd4ire, eCid MBI 0OCYOUM 3TO IT033Ke, — I'POMKO CKa3aJjla eByIIKa. — f Bce
00B4CHIO TeOe, KOra MBI OKaXKeMCS OIHU.

— A celfyac MHI He ogHU? — ocBemoMuiica Tom. — 9kcus, 4To ¢ To60i? TH 4UTO-TO cHesasa C
®paHYeCKOH, BEPHO?

— KoneuHo, HeT, — BO3pa3ujia OHa, HAKOHEI-TO ITPOCYHYB I'0JIOBY B BEIPE3 IIAThS.

I71s1 Hee HUKOTa HE COCTABJISIIO TPYMA Ol€BAaThCSI CAMOCTOSITEIBHO, HO OOBIYHO 3a ee 00/lavyeHueM
He HabJomam MyK4uHa. A ceffyac OHA ITOYEeMY-TO IyTalach B PyKaBaX, a MaJIbI[bl HETISIACE 3a
KpyXeBa.

BHe3amHo JKCHS BCIIOMHHUIIA, 0 YeM oHU ¢ ®paHuecKol GecemoBay, Ipexke YeM OHa 3acHYyJa.
HeynuBuTenbHO, 4TO OHa Imo3abrina 060 Bcex mpobiemMax, CBaIUBIIMXCS Ha Hee MU3-3a TyIon
KY3UHBI, KOT7a, IPOCHYBILKCh, 0OHaApyXK1Ia PsAmoM ¢ coboii [Ixxemu. MiTak, oHa cKa3ana ®paHuecke,
yTOORI Ta XK7aja ee moajie pyproHa, 4YTo OHA caMa JOTOBOPUTCS 000 BceM ¢ TOOOM U TOT IPUOET 3a
Heit. Ho, eciiu CymuTh 1O CBETY, MPOOUBAOIIEMYCsSl CKBO3b CTABHM, OHA ITPOCIAaJia HECKOJIBKO YacCoB,
TaK HU O 4eM M He Ionpocus Tofa.

OnHako JKcHsl, KakK HM CTPAHHO, HY KallJId He BCTPeBOXuach. HampoTuB, OHa flaxe yIBIOHYIaCk.
— 41 3Hato, roe Opanyecka, — 00BsIBUIA OHA U e[IBa He pacCcMesiach.

HeCMOTpH Ha CBO€ BRICOKOMEPHE, Ky3rMHa YMeJla CIIYIIaTbCs. OpHazkmbl, B EeTCTBe, IKCHUS CKa3ajla
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®paHuecke, 4TOOH Ta CIpsiTanach, a OHa OyHmeT uckath ee. Ho 4TO-TO OTBIIEKIIO €€, ¥ OHa 3a0nia 00
urpe. IIpoiino MHOTO YacoB, mpexae ueM Tox 3ameTun oTcyTcTBUe Opanuecku. OnuH U3
CaZIOBHUKOB HallleJI JeBOYKY CIISIIe! B capae B JaJbHEU 4aCTH cafa.

U ceituac, moHsma Jkcusi, PpaHyecka CUOUT B GyproHe U XKaeT, Koraa Tof yBe3eT ee U TeM CaMbIM
BBI3BOIUT U3 Oennl. [IpencTaBuB, Kak KpacaBUlla-Ky3uHa 00JIMBaeTCs IIOTOM B AYIIHOM (yproHe,
HEPBHUYAET ¥ Tala€T, YTO CIYUYUIIOCh, DKCUS XUXUKHYJIA.

— 9kcus! Yto Te HaTBOpUIIa? — TPeboBaTeIbHO crpocun Tof.

OKcHUs MUX0Pamo4yHo cooOpaxana. Hemb3st oTKpeITh Tomy mpaBay, IOTOMY YTO [I2KEMH CIIBIIIUT
Kaxmoe ci1oBo. UTo ObI OH cHena, eciiu ObI OHa pacCcKa3alla eMy O CBOMX CTpaxax, YTO OTeI] MOXKeT
BBICJIATh 3@ HUMHU IIEJIYI0 aPMUIO BOOPYXKEHHBIX OIPYKUHHUKOB?

BecenocTs geBylIKY MTHOBEHHO yJleTy4uiiach. Kak [osro oxa crasna?
— Tr1 3arnsageiBan B GyproHb? — KakK MOXKHO CIIOKOMHee TOMHTepecoBanach OHa.

— EcrecTtBenHo. Pa3prcoBanHbIN QYpProH MCYe3, a BO BTOPOM ee HeT. MoxkeT, MoHTroMepu 3abpan
¢bypron?

Korpga [I:keMu B OTBET Ha ee BOHpOCI/ITeHBHbel B3TJISM TOKadaa FOJI0BOM, JKCHUS IIpOoroBopuiia:

— Her. BepHee, 5 cOMHeBalOCh. A BOPYT €ro yBe3JU B MOUYUHKY? Wy KOMy-TO IOHPAaBUINCh MOU
PUCYHKU?

Hy uto cnyuunocs ¢ Opanyeckoi? Heyxenu oHa 3acHysa B pyproHe u He 3aMeTHNIa, KakK ero
OTBE3JIX K Ky3HeLy?

[ToBepHYBIIUCE K [I2KEeMHU CITMHOM, IKCUS MOTYA XKMaja, IIOKa OH 3alIHypyeT maathe. OHa KoXewn
YyBCTBOBAJa, YTO €e C TOmOM Pa3roBOp BEI3LIBAET Y HETO XKTyuMii UHTEPeC.

OpeBIInch, IKCHS BHIIIIA K3-3a IOWPMEI. Top cTosn Y OKHa, €Tr0 KallIOIIOH OBLIT OTKHHYT. YBunesn
AEBYIIIKY, OH OTKPHIJI CTAaBHH, 1 KOMHATA HAIIOJIHNUJIaCh TYCKJIELIM CBETOM HpI/I6J'II/I}KaIOH.II/IXCH CyMepekK.

— 4 IIPOCIiaJia IIOYTHU BEChb NE€Hb, — aXHYyJId JKCHug u BIIE€PBEIE IIO0-HACTOAIIEMY 3a0€CII0KOMIIACK.
— JKcus, — TUXO IIPOTOBOPHUII Tom, — ayMalno, (DpqueCKy IIOXUTHUIIN.

— Her, koneuno HeT. Kak 310 Moro ciuyuuthes? S xKe He ckasasna Tebe... — OHa 3aMoidasa, 6pocuB
B3TJISAM Ha LIUPMY.

— YTo He cka3aja?

— HukTO 37m€Ch He 3HAET, UTO OHA HaclemHuIla MelIeHxosia, — IPOMKO IIPOU3HECIa AeBYIIKa. —
[TosTOoMy 3aueM ee MOXUINATh? YBepeHa, OHa rae-To mo6au30cTy. T TpoBepsin o6a GyproxHa?

Top nputypusncs. OH He coOuparsics ABaXKAbl 0TBe4YaTh Ha OOUH U TOT XK€ BOIIPOC, K TOMY Ke
CTPaHHOe ToBefieHre JDKCUU BO30YKOajI0 B HEM ITOI03PEHMUS.

— [Touemy ®panyecka MOrja OKa3aThbCs B QyproHe, KOraa ey MOAT0TOBJIeHAa KOMHaTa B foMe? Thl Xe
3Haelllb, 0HA HEHABUIUT 3TU QYPTroOHHL.

— MHe ¥ He IePEYNCIUThL, KaK MHOT0O BCero HeHaBuauT ®panyecka. [laBail BLIIOEM BO OBOP HU... U
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mouteM ee. f momory tebe.

OKcus TOPOIIKBO Iepebrpaia B yMe BO3MOXKHBIE BapuaHTH. A He Morjia ®paHueckKa
CaMOCTOSITEJTbHO OPTaHU30BaTh COOCTBEHHOE MOXUIleHre? BronHe BEPOSTHO, YTO OHA pelIuiia
yexaTh 6e3 Toma, KoToporo Hemomo6nuBana. Ho ux memnbio 66110 BEIHYAUTH [[2KeMu OPOCUTEHCS B
TIOTOHIO 3a ITOXUTUTENISIMA ¥ TEM CaMbIM yOpaTh ero U3 3aMKa K TOMy MOMEHTY, KOTla TPUeTyT
OPYKUHHUKY OTIa. ClleloBaTeIbHO, TaliHOe MCYEe3HOBEHNE He BEJIO K PEILIeHUI0 IOCTaBIeHHON
3aayu. JTO CrocoOHa MOHATH JaXe dpaHuecKa, BEPHO?

Pa3mrblmiieHus IeByIIKY OB TpepBaHbl TPOMKUM CTYKOM. B ciemyioliiee MrHOBeHUE BEPh
pacnaxHynach, ¥ Ha nmopore nosisusics Tomac. [1o ero 06ecrioKOeHHOMY NIy DKCHUS Horafanach, YTo
CIIy4YHUJIOCh HEUYTO Y2KACHOE.

— OH 31ech? — 6e3 00MHSKOB CIIPOCHUII OH. JKCUY He IIOHPABUIIOCh, YTO €ro BOIIPOC IOApPa3yMeBall,
OyATO OH 3HAET, 0 KOM HUOET peyb.

— O KOM THI?
Tomac pemusn He TPaTUTh BpeMsi Ha 00bSICHEHHUS.
— [Tpubsinu Gyprousl MeiiileHX0Ia U IPUBE3JIU PaHeHoro Puca.

II>XkeMu TOKe He CTal TEPSTh BpeMs U, 0OTOPOCHB IIMPMY, IIePeLIaruy yepe3 Hee. He B3rssHYB Ha
9kcuio u Toma, OH BHIIIEN Beaen 3a ToMacoM B KOPHUOOP.

9xkcust cobpanach OO JOTHATEL ero, HO To[ TepexBaTHiI ee.
— YTO IpPOUCXOOUT? — BO3MYTHIICS OH. — Ho 5 Kejaio yCabIaTh MpaBIy.

OKcus B3[OXHYIA. [IoueMy-To B Hell C KaXkgoi MUHYTOR POCJIa YBEPEHHOCTD, YTO UX 3aTes
IIPOBAIMIACh, a HeJI0 IPUHSIIO CePbe3HbIH 060POT.

— JI>keMU OTIIpaBUJI MOeMY OTIY IIHMCbMO, B KOTOPOM IIPOCUT pa3pelleHuss XKeHUThCS Ha ero Jo4epu
dpaHuecke.

Tomy moHamoOuIack BCeT0 CeKyH/a, YTOOB! OLIEHUTD ITOJI0KeHue. MM 1moBe3Jio B TOM, YTO OHM 3a BCe
TOMIbl HU pa3y He BhI3Ba/IM HEYAOBOJILCTBUS [IepKuHa MelieHx0J11a, O0HAKO OHU CIIbIIIaI, YTO KAET
TeX, KTO Ha 9T0 oTBaxuicd. Yto Mengenxonn coenaeT ¢ Ppanyeckor u Tonom, Korga y3HaeT 0
Mackapaze? A BOpPYT OH IOCaAUT JKCHUIO IO 3aMOK U He BBIIIYCTUT [0 KOTHa ee JHeu?

JKcus B CTpaxe cxkaja pyky Toga.

— 4 xoTena, 4TOOHI THI TOACTPOUT moxuieHue ®panuecku. [I:xkeMu Opocusics Obl B IIOTOHIO, ¥ KOT'TIa
npuexan 661 Mol oTell u ero... O HebGeca, g He MIPeCTaBIAI0, UYTO OH C HAMHU C[ieJlaeT, Koraa Bce
y3HaerT.

Top pacnpasurn neun. Eciu 05 He U3ypPOgOBaHHbBIE HOTH, OH ObLI OBl OUEHb BHICOKUM.
— Bo BceM BHHOBAT 5. BCsi 0OTBETCTBEHHOCTD JIEXKHMT Ha MHE. MHe CJIefIoBaJjIo 3almpeTuTh Tede, Ho...

— Ho TrI mr00u1Ib MEHS, — TPYCTHO 3aKOHYMIIa 3a Hero JKcusi. — Bor B yeM npobnema. T xoTeT,
yTOORI 51 HAC/TaAWIacCh KalelbKoi cBOOOIb ¥ MHE ITepenasio 661 HEMHOTO CYacThsi. — BOpyr oHa
BCKUHYJa rojioBy. — Puc! { monxnaa uaty K Hemy. O Tof, 4To MBI Hapjesanu!
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I'maBa 16
— Urak, — cka3zan [Ixxemu, rinsagd Ha Toga U OKCHI0, — S X04y 3HaTh, UTO IPOUCXOTUT.

MuHOBaIO IBa Yaca C TeX IMop, KaK OH MPSATAJICS 3a MMPMOHN B KOMHATE JKCHUH, U 38 9TO BPEMS eMy
IIPUILIOCh TPOUTH Yepe3 HACTOSANUIUH afl. Prca paHUIM CTPEIOH B HOTY, KOTHa OH MTPeciieoBal
pa3pucoBaHHbIH Gypros. Onu ¢ JIskmaHOM BO3BpAIlalUCh C COKOJIMHOM 0XOTHI, KOTHa Puc yBumen,
yTO QYpProH Bhle3kKaeT U3 BOPOT 3aMKa. OH IogyMaJl, YTO €r0 Be3yT B Ky3HUILY, HO PEIIU
IIPOBEPUTE.

EMy ymanock mpubnau3uThCs K QyproHy Ha COTHIO SPHOB, HO BHIIYIIEeHHas U3 JIyKa CTpesia BrOuiIa
ero u3 cepga. K crperne Ovlna npuBsisaHa 3alKCKa, HalliCaHHAs HEPOBHBIM ITOUEPKOM.

«Tpl 3a0pan MO0 XKEHIIUHY, TI03TOMY 51 3a01palo TBOI», — FOBOPUJIOCH B HE.

Opnna mpo6nema, My4uBIas [[2KeMu, uc4yessa: OH YIOCTOBEPHUJICS, YTO XKU3Hb APYyra HaXOAUTCS BHE
onacHocTtu. Ho gpyras ocranace: OH Tak U He y3Hall, KTo nnoxuTun ®pandecky. Kak 1moaydusnocs, 4To
HUKTO He 3aMeTUJI IOXUTUTEIS, cpenu Oesla OHS Ha rja3ax y COTeH JIiofel MOsSBUBLIET0CS B BOPOTaX
3aMKa 4 yBesmero ®panyecky? Heyxenu oHa He 0Ka3ajla HUKAKOr'0 COIPOTUBIIEHUA? Beds, 1o
JIOTHKe, OHa JOoJIKHa Oblna OBl MOJHSTh TPeBOTy. YyBCTBO CaMOCOXpaHEHUS BHIHYOUIIO OBl ee IaTh
BCEM 3HAaTh, UTO €M yrpoxKaeT OaCHOCTb.

II>KeMu TepeyrTan 3alKCKy, HO TaK U He TIOHSJ ee cMBICTa. KTo 3T0 cuenan? MMeeT 1 MOXUIeHUE
OTHOIIIEHUE TUYHO K HEMY WY K HaclegHulle MeugeHxoina?

B ogHoM [[>xeMu He coMHeBascs: Tom u DKCHs 3HAIOT Topa3o 00JIbIle, YeM CTapaloTCs MoKasaTh. U
BOT CeYaC OHU OTKPOIOT eMY IIPaBfy.

— ¥V Bac ecTh f1Be CeKyH[bI, YTOOH BCE MHE pPAacCKa3aTh, — 3asIBUJI OH, ECIIOKOMHO BHIIIATHUBAS IIEPEN
CHUOEBUIUMH Ha CTYJIbIX TOTOM U DKCHEH.

— A 4TO TH IIpeAIpUMelllb, €CIU MBI HE pacCKaxeM? — MOfesa ero qeBylliKa, CII0XKHB PYKHA Ha
KoJIeHsX. — Jlyuie st Oymy eCTh XKUBHIX JIATYIIEK, 4eM 4To-Tu00 pacckaxy Tebe. M He MOTOMY, 4TO
MHEe HMYero He u3BeCTHO. I[IpoCcTo MHE Haf0eNo, YTO BO BCEM BUHSAT MeHS. 4 He UMeI0 HUKAaKOro
OTHOIIIEHUS K TOMY, 4TO paHuiu Puca. Ecnu nmoMHuIne. Puc npenmoXuia MHEE BEIUTY 32 HETO 3aMyX, U
s, HaBePHOe, COTJIAIIyCh. {1 BEIIEUy ero, a KOTfia OH IIOIIPABUTCS, MbI IIOKEHUMCS. A IOTOM...

— Okcusa u dpa”HyecKa 3afyMasiy NOOCTPOUTH IIOXHUILEHNE, — YCTaJ0 Iporosopui Tog.
— Topn!! — BCKpUKHYIa JKCUS, B3TJISAAOM OCyXkKIasl €ro 3a IpefaTeibCTBO.
OH He IOBEPHYJICS K HEW, HO OHa [orafgblBasach, YTO B HEM OYIIIyeT THEB.

— Heyxenu TH He IOHUMaeIb, YT0 OpaHYeCKy AeHCTBUTEIBHO MOXUTUIU? MH He 3HaeM, Tfie OHa, a
TIOXUTUTEIO, ECJIA OH 06HAPYXKUT, YTO OHA HaclenHUIa MeleHX0J1a, MOXKeT B30PeCTH B TOJIOBY
BEIJaBaTh HaM €€ 10 KycOYyKaM B 0OMEeH Ha BHIKYIL.

Ha 3Kcuio CoBHO BBUIMIIM YIIAT XOJIO0MHOU BOAEL. [0 3TOr0 MOMEHTa OHa He 0CO3HaBaJsla, YTo
®panuecke, 10 BCel BUOUMOCTH, TPO3UT OMACHOCTh. M eCii ¢ Ky3WHOM YTO-HUOYAb CIIYYUTCS, TO
BMHA JISIKET Ha ee mie4yn. Benp ®paHuecka roBopuia, YTo MMEHHO OHa Oy[eT pUCKOBaTh CBOEM
JKU3HBIO, €CJIU COTJIaCUTCS BhigaBaTh ce0s 3a HaclIeqHUILY.

— 3aueM? — cripocu J[I:KeMu, 130 BCeX CHJI IIBITasCh CAEPKUBATh SPOCTh.
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— WM3-3a muckMa, — oTBeTs Ton. — BhI cKa3amnu, YTO HaMepeHbl HanucaTh [lepkuHy MeineHxomny u
IIPOCHUTH Y HETO Pa3pelleHus XKeHUThCS Ha ero qouyepu. ®paHdyecka xoTella IIOMeIlaTh BaM
OTIIPABUTD MMMCHMO, TAK KaK 3HaJla, YTO OTEIl HUKOTHA He Pa3PELIUT el BRIUTH 3aMyXK 3a TOT0, KOTO
BhIOpas He oH. OHa MeuTaeT u3bexkaTh Opaka ¢ I'peropu BonmuHrOpokKoM TH0OIME CIIOCO0aMH,
TI09TOMY IIPEMJIOKHUIa BaM 00BEHYAThCS TAWKOM... — Tox mocMoTpen Ha [[KeMHu, ria3a KOTOPOoro
TIOTEMHEH OT THeBa. K u3yMieHuio Kaneku, HoOphIi U MOKIaAUCTHIM PHIlaph B MTHOBEHHE OKa
peBpaTuiCs B 6paBoro conpgarta. I'omy moyeMy-To CTajao O4eHb XKapKo, ¥ OH ApoXKalled PyKO! BEITED
co n6a not. — Korpma ®panyecka o0HapyKWia, UYTO BBl OTIIPABUIIM IUCHMO, OHA UCIIyTranachk, 4YTO OTell
IPUIIIET APYKUHHUKOB. M MBI pemuiy yBe3Tu ee. Mb Ipenosiaranu, YTo Bb IOCKaYeTe 3a Hel, H,
CJIeMOBATeNIbHO, HU Bac, HU ee He OymeT 37ech, KOTjia MOSBSATCS TI0au MerdneHxoa.

— 3HAYWUT, BH IMIJIaHUPOBAJIX IIOACTPOUTE IMOXUIIIEHNE, — POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM 3aKJIIOYHJI IIxxemu.

— Hert, — ycTtasno Bo3pa3una Jkcus. — Bce npugyMarna 5. Ton He MeeT K 3TOMY HUKaKOro
oTHoOIeHus. g cobupanach MPeTBOPUTH IIJIaH B KKU3Hb, HO 3aCHYIA.

Tonbko ceituac Tox mo3Bosun cebe B3TIAHYTH Ha IEeBYIIKY. A oHa oTBaxkHa! Ho B ero mamsaTu
BHE3aITHO BCIIBIT 00pa3 [IxkeliMca MOHTrOMepH, IlepellaruBaoero yepes oTopoieHHywo mupmy. U
Bedb JKCHS OfieBajiach 3a 9Tou mupmoii! YeM ke OHM 3aHMMAKCh B KOMHATE IIepef TEM, KakK OH
BOIIIEIT?

— A 49TO ellle BB CKPBIBae€TE OT MEHS? — 0CBeNOMUJCS [IKeMu.

— Huyero, 4To Morno 65 OTHOCUTHCS K JieNTy, — DKCUS He KPUBUJIA OYIION, TIOTOMY 4YTO B
HACTOSIINI MOMEHT TJIaBHLIM [IeJIOM OBLIO BHI3BOJUTh ®paHUYecKy.

— OnHa He BUHOBaTa. — 10[ MOCIEINI IPegyIpeauTh Cleqyomuii Bonpoc [xemu. — OHa MBITanach
cactu ®panyecky. [IpencraBnsere, 4To MelaeHxoI caenan Obl ¢ 9kcrel? OH CUUTAET, YTO
KY3WHBI JOJIXKHEI CIIETUTH APYT 3a APYroM. — TOf CTIIOTHYJM, BOOOpa3uB, KaKoBa Oy[eT peakIus
MeiifeHxoiia, KOTrfia OH y3HaeT 0 Mackapage. — JTo Bce PpaHyecka. OHa HacTauBaja Ha Opake,
KOTOpBIA MelieHXo1 003aTeIbHO aHHYIUPYET, JaXe eC/IU eMy NPUAETCS KYNIUTh [TOJIOBUHY
JloHmoHa, 4TOOLI HOOUTLCS CBOETO.

— IloHSAATHO, — MOMOJTYaB, CKa3al [IxKeMmu. — Y BcexX eCTb CekpeThl. UTak, OpaHuecKa mOXUIeHa, HO
MEI He 3HaeM KeM.

— 3TO MO BUHA, — MIPOIENTasa JKCUS, IIOTHSAB Ha [[2KeMu MOIHEe CTPaJaHus ria3a. — Eciau
®panyecky yObi0T, BO BceM Oymy BUHOBATA 1.

[I>xemu nopo1mies K Hel 1 BCTaJI Ha KOJIEHHU.

— IIepXuch, YePTEHOK, He Mafai myxoM. KTo 6b1 9T0 HE OBII, OH 00s13aTeIbHO BIIIOOUTCS B HEe C
mepBoro B3risaaa. — OH B3sI ee 3a Mog0opomoK. — M HUKTO HYU B YeM He BUHOBAT, KPOMe MeHs. B
3anuckKe roBopuTcs: «Thl 3a0pa MO0 KEHIIUHY, T03TOMY 5 3a0upalio TBOI». [IOXUTUTEITIO
cremoBasio OBl HAMIKCATh CBOM UMS U (paMMIINIO U OAaTh CBOM afipec, YTOOBI ST MOT BEIUMCIIUTD €T0
Ccpenu MHOXKeCTBa POTOHOCIIEB M3 MOET0 IIPOIIIOTr0. — 3aMeTHUB, YTO IIPU 3TUX CJIOBaxX CTpafaHue B
ria3ax JKCHH YCTYIIUIO MeCcTO THeBY, [IxkeMmu yaslOHYICS. — MTak, *MMEHHO MHEe IIPHUAETCS UCKATh
peleHre, — cpas3y Iocephe3HeB, H0OaBUI OH.

Bopyr oBepb ¢ TPOXOTOM paclaxHyJ/lach ¥ B KOMHATY BBaiuiaCcs ToMac, TAUIUBIIMKMH 3a COO0M ABYX
CJIYT: 04apOBATEJIbHYIO MOJIOIEHbKYIO TOPHUYHYIO ¥ CUMITQTUYHOTO ITapeHbKa, SBISBILETOCS, €CITU
CYIHUTD II0 3allaxy OT HEero, MIOMOIIHUKOM KOHIOXa. [10 UX MyHIIOBLIM JIMIIaM HETPYIHO OBLIO
IOoTagaThCs, YeM OHH 3aHMMaJIKCh, Koraa ToMac Hallles ux.
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— PacckasbiBaiiTe, — mpuKa3ain Tomac.

IeByIKa cena Ha IO ¥, 3aKPHB (HAapTYyKOM JIUI0, Paciiakaaach. YyBCTBOBAIOChH, YTO IOHOIIE
X0YeTCS YCIIOKOUTH ee, HO OH OBIJT TaK MCITyTaH, YTO APOXKaJl BCEM TEJIOM.

BpocuB npenynpenuTenbHbIHM B3TIAn Ha ToMaca, [[:xKeMu npubIu3uics K geByIIKe U IIPOTIHYTI e
PYKy. 9TOro 0Ka3auoch [OCTaTOYHO, YTOOH OHa IlepecTasa IiakaThb. Kpacora [[xkeMu, ero
3JIETAHTHOCTH U POCKOIIHAS OfeKa MTHOBEHHO BHICYIIUJIUA €€ CJIe3H.

Haxkownery [Ixkemu 3aroBopui. Ero ronoc Obi1 ciiame Mefa. DKCUS CIIbIIIasa I0f00Hbe HHTOHAIUY
JIWIIb pa3, B Ty HOUb, KOTA BhIaBana cebs 3a [luaHy.

— HukrTo Tebe HuYero He chenaeT. Tebe He HAmo 00ATHLCS HaKa3aHus. EMMHCTBEHHOE, Yero s
X04y, — 4TOOHI TH paccKa3ajla MHe BCe, UTO 3HAelllb.

PeBHUBO B3T/I9HY Ha [[2KeMH, I0HOIIa IOBEPHYJICS K DKCHUH.
— Bri umeerte B Buny Ty amy? Kpacusyro? CaMyio KpacuByiwo Ha cBeTe? Ty gamy?
BpocuB Ha 10HOLTY YHUYTOXKAOUMH B3rsAf, [[2KeMu BHOBb 00paTHICS K OEBYIIKE:

— Pacckaxu MHe BCce, 4TO 3Haelrb. [IeBylIKa CHaYala CaMOIOBOJILHO IIOCMOTpEIa Ha CBOET0
BO3J1100JIEHHOT0, a 3aTeM Ha [IxKeMu.

— O=a npuna B KOHIOIIHIO, TYAQ, e CTOSANU (PyProHEl, Te CaMble, B KOTOPHIX Bl IPUEXAllH.

— OpaHuecka? — yTOYHUI [[KeMU.

— [la, oHa. { mpsiTanace B KOHIOIIHE OT KYXOHHOU OyXOTEHl, €CJIU BHl [IOHUMAaeETe, YTO S UMel0 B BULY.
— Xa! — Bmemarcg woHoma. — OHa cOexXasna UX KyXHU COBCEM He II03TOMY.

[leByIKa He yAOCTOUIA €T0 BHUMaHueM U IIPOAoJiKajla IPUCTAIbHO CMOTPeTh [[:KeMu B ria3a.

— Ta mama Ovlna 04eHb pacCTpPOeHa, OHa CIIpOCHIa MeHs, KaKO! UMeHHO (QyproH el HyKeH, U TYyT ke
o0opBaJia MeHs, 3a5IBUB, UTO 5 HEe 3Hal0. A 5 IeHCTBUTENILHO He 3Halla.

OKcHs UCKOCa B3TJIsHYyNIa Ha Toma: aTa ®paHuecka He B COCTOSIHUM [aXKe 3allOMHUTh, B KAKOM
byproHe oHa [OJIKHA OBITa XKJaTh, KOTMA ee TOXUTSIT.

— 41, 3-3, Ha CEeKyHAy 3alllyla B JeHHUK, — MPOJ0JIZKala [eByIlkKa, — U... — FOHOIIIa rPOMKO
XMBIKHYJ1. — Ho s BCe cIbllIana, K TOMy Xe s Hu4eM He 3aHuMasack... — OHa TOPXKeCTBYIOIIe
OTJISTHYJIaCh Ha BO3/TI00JIEHHOT'0, KOTOPHIM TOT[Ia, B KOHIOIIHE, B IEHCTBUTEILHOCTH OUYEeHb
HACTOWYMBO ITBITAJICS 3aCTAaBUTh €€ 3aHSIThCS Koe-4yeM. — 71 Bupesna Toro yenoBeka. OH oueHb
00MBIIION, TPOCTO OTPOMHBINM. MHE HPaBSTCS KPYIIHbIE MyXK4YUHbB, — H00aBuia OHa, MEUYTaTEJIbHO
paccmaTtpuBas [KeMu, — a He BCSIKHEe TaM HeJOMEPKY HJIM MaJIbYUIITKH.

— A By xBaTUT! — NPUKPUKHYJI Ha Hee ToMac. MeuTaTesIbHOE BEIpakKeHNUe Cpa3y UCYe3JIo C JIULa
[EBYIIKH.

— Myxu4vrHa cupocun ee, PpaHyecKy, He UIIET JIX OHA KOI'0-TO, OHA OTBETHUJIA «[a» U CIPOCUIa, He
OH 7 OyfeT ITOXMIAaTh ee. MHe II0Ka3aJioch, YTO ee BONIPOC YAUBUI MyKUMHY, HO OH CKa3aJll, YTO OH
u 6ymeT moxuinath. «Eciu BE HacnegHUIla MelneHxoia, 3Ha4uT, g Iprexa, YToObl TOXUTUTH Bac».
9TO0 ero TOUHLIE CI0Ba. — B pacmmpuBIIEXCS Tla3aXx [eBYIIKU 0TPa3ujcs 01aroroBeiHbIH
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BoCTOpPr. — OHa AelCTBUTENbHO HaclnegHuIla Melgenxonna?
I>xemMu ¢ MUJIOH YIBIOKOX IIPOITYCTHUII €€ BOIIPOC MUMO VIIEH.
— W 4T0 Ke mpou30Iin?

— OHHU BMeCTe HaIIPaBUJIUCh K pacKpalleHHoMY (GyproHy, ¥ OH CKa3all, YTO B XKM3HM He Bujel Oomee
KpacuBoro ¢Gyprota. IIoToM OH TOMHTEPECOBAJICS, HE OHA JIM pacIycaia ero, ¥ foOaBuI, YTo B
JKWU3HU He Bupen 60jiee KpacUBOM XKEHIIUHEL, 3a UCKITIOYEHUEM, BO3MOXKHO, OTHOH, TI03TOMY MY
X04eTcsi, YTOOH OHA cejla B QyproHe psimoM C HUM, YTOOBI OH BHEMATEIBHO PA3TIISIAeN ee U PelluT,
KTO U3 JBOUX KpacHuBee.

— W oHM yexanu, — TUXO0 3aKaoun [[)KkeMu ¥ moBepHyJca K Tomacy. — HaunHai OMCKH.
PaccrpamBaii Bcex, KTO monafeTcs Tebe Ha myTH. MBI TOMKHE HaTH ee. HaBepHsIKa KTO-TO YTO-TO
3aMmeTus. — Tomac yies, 3aXBaTUB C CO00M I0HYIO ITApOUKy, a [[2KeMM pacCesiHHO TPOU3HEC,
obpairasch K Okcun u Toxy: — Ilomiu co MHOM. Ha ero nuiie 3acThiio 00€CTIOKOEHHOE BhIpaXKeHHUeE.
Yxke B Kopupope Toxm 06bIBUII, YTO TOXKE XO0Tes Obl y9aCTBOBAThH B IIOUCKAX.

— Tl B OpsAaKe? — CIPOCHUII OH Y DKCUH.

— ITa, koHeuHo. YyBCTBYI0 cebsi BEIMKOJIENTHO, — 3aBepuiia OHa ero. — Mau ¢ Humu. Ilouiu TaMm, rae
Opyrue He JOAyMaloTCH.

OGoppsiiolie yABIOHYBIINCE €, OH TI0ciefoBat 3a [xxeMu. OCTaBUINCh OfHA, DKCUS HEOXKUIAaHHO
TIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO y Hee MOoArubaroTcs KojneHu. 3a6aBHEIN PO3BITPHIII, HAYaBIIMICS C MacKapaja,
IIpeBpalaeTcs B KomMap. A eciu 0xl 0HE ¢ ®paHuecKol He TOMEHSIJIMCh MeCTaMHM, TO ceidac B
IIJIeHY Y IOXUTUTEIIST Haxoguaach Obl 0Ha? Bo3aMoxkHO, ®paHuyecka MOCTyIuIa Myapo, 4To He
compoTuBinsnack. Eciau O6bl KTO-HUOYOb HAOPOCUIICS Ha Hee, JKCHI0, OHa OBl BOINIIA BO BCE I'OPJIO U
KyCajach, YTO HEMHUHYEMO 3aKOHYMIIOCH OBl CMEPTHIO.

PaccnpocuB HECKOJIBKUX CITYT, JKCHS Pa3biCKaja 3aMKOBYI0 YaCOBHIO ¥ IIPUHSIACh MONMUTHCS. OHA
MOJIHIaCh 0 TOM, 4TOOE dpaHUecKa He Morafanack, YTO €€ MOXUTHUIM [T0-HaCTOSIIeMy, HHaye OHa
UCIYTaeTCsl ¥ TEM CaMBIM BRI30BET IMOXUTHUTENIS Ha KECTOKOCTh. OHa MOJUIaCh 0 0€30MacHOCTH
OpaHYeCKM ¥ ITPOCHUIIA MPOIIeHMS 3a TO, UTO BTSHYJIA Ky3UHY B TaKWe HeIPUSITHOCTH.

A errie oHa mompocuia ['ocofa 0 TOM — XOTs IIOHKMaJla, YTO He HMeeT IIpaBa IIPOCUTEL 00 3TOM, —
yTOOHI €€ OTell He CTOJb CHITbHO PA3THEBAJICS, KOT/Ia MOMTyYUT ITUChMO [KeMH.

I'maBa 17

Ton He mMIOOUTT BEIMUBATH, HO CETOJHS UM BJIafieJio HETIPEeOoooIuMOoe XKeJlaHue HalUThCS [0
IIOJIyCMEPTHU U 3a0bIThCS. Bo BCceM I1JI0XOM, UTO CITyUYMUJIOCH 3a MOCIeJHAEe HECKOJIBKO Heflesb, OH
BUHMN cebs. Kak u OKcus, OH He COMHEBAJICS, UTO B HACTOSIIUY MOMEHT [IepkuH MelmeHX0/I B
COTIPOBOXKIEHHUH I1eJION. apMUU HAIMPaBIIIETCS K TOMeCThI0 TuBepiieMa. CregoBaTenbHO, cBOOOIE
OKcuM IpUIles KOHell, ¥ Bce u3-3a Hero, Toxa.

EMy He cpa3y yganoch MporHaTh U3 CO3HaHUS 00pa3 AeBYIIKY, 3aKOBAaHHOM B KaH/IaJIbl B OHOM U3
byprouos MelineHxomnna.

— Ho He TonMbKO JKCHM TPO3UT OMACHOCTh. UTo choenaeT ¢ ®PpaHYeCKON MOXUTUTEIB? [IKeMH yKe
yCIIeJ IepeBePHYTh BBEPX JHOM BCE ITOMECThE B ITOMCKAX TOTO, KTO BUMIEJT U CJIBIIIAJ XOThb YTO-
HUOyOb, ClIocCOOHOE JaTh eMy KJIi04 K pa3ragke. OgHAKO BCe eT0 YCUIIUS He YBeHYaJIUCh YCIIEX0M.
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Topm 3Ham, 4TO DKCUSI CUAUT B CBOEN KOMHATE U, [0 MOPYYEHHUIO [[:KeMH, pUCyeT IOPTPETHI
®paHyeckyd. MOHTTOMEDPH IIJIaHUPOBAJ Pa3faTh UX APYXUHHUKAM U Pa30ciiaTh TeX 110
OKPEeCTHOCTSIM, YTOOB! OHU pPacCIIpallnBaly Y BCEX BCTPEUHHIX, He BUAeN 1 KTo OpaHYecKy.

[TopTpeThl MOABISANUCH U3-TIOL ITlepa IKCUM OAMH 3a JPYTUM, ¥ KaXKObIM U3 HUX OTIMYAJICS
IIOPa3UTEJIBHEIM CXOOCTBOM C opuruHaaoM. C OpaH4YeCKU MBIC/IA KaJIeKd BHOBb BEPHYJIUCH K DKCUH,
BepHee, K TOMY, 4TO ee CBOOOHas XKHU3Hb 3aKOHYHMJIACh. BCcero HeCKOIbKO YacoB OTHENSIOT ee OT
TOTO MTHOBEHUS, KOTfla IpreneT MelneHX0I 1 0TBe3eT ee K I'peropu BomuHTOPOKY.

Top moexwuncs. [la, BonuHropok 6orat, HO, Kak OBIJI0 U3BECTHO TOfy, B JETCTBE C HUM IIPOU30IIENT
HECYACTHHIM CITy4al, B pe3yibTaTe Yero OH CTal HEIOJTHOLEHHBIM. JKCHs MPAaBUIIbHO J0Tafanach o
TOM, YTO Y HUX He MOXKeT OBITh IeTel, 4TO OHU 00a JUIIEeHH HaleXkK bl Ha HOPMAJIbHYI0 CEMEHHYIO
JKU3Hb.

Oren 'peropu mpuiaraa MacCy CTapaHWi ¥ MJIATHII OTPOMHBIE TeHBI'H, YTOORI CKPBITh TAWHY CHIHA.
Ho Tomy ymanmochk BCe BBEISICHUTH, TPUYEM eT0 U3YPOIOBAHHOE JTUI0 COCIYKHUIIO €My XOPOIIYI0
cnyx0y: Beob HUKTO He oOpalraeT 0co60T0 BHUMAaHUS Ha IIyTa. A OH MHOTO€ CJIBIIIAI U elle 60Jblie
MOTyMBIBAJI caM. KpoMe TOro, Koe-Kakue CBeIeHHUs OH MOTYYU/I OT CTPAHCTBYIOIINX aKTePOB U
MeHeCTpelel, KOTOphIe IyTeIlleCTBOBAIK OT TOMECThS K IOMECThLIO ¥ COOMpPAaid BCEBO3MOXKHEIE
CNyx¥ ¥ CIeTHu. EMy He cOCTaBHIIO TPyMa pa3biCKaTh TeX, KTO paboTas B IoMecThe BOMUHTOPOKOB U
3HAJI TpaBAy.

[MTosTomy Tofm OTIMYHO MPEMCTABIISAI, YTO KAET JKCUI0. IIpuemeT ee oTell, YBe3eT ee U 3aCTaBUT
BBIMTH 3aMyXK 3a 3TOT'0 YKACHOTO MaJIbUMIIKy. M IKCHUST MOTUUHUTCS €MY, C €e YCT He CIIeTUT HU
OIHO CJIOBO IIPOTECTA, TaK KakK OOJIbIe BCETO Ha CBETE e XOUeTCSI YTOAUTD OTILY.

3Has, 4To OymayIee JKCHUM MMedanbHo, Toq He MOT OTKa3aTh el B HECKOJIbKUX HefleNnsix CBoOomsl. B
ryOuHe Oy OH IIOHKUMAJI, KaKOBO 9TO — OBITh HacjlenHUIel Melnenxosa, Koraa Ha Te0s1, Kak Ha
ypona, TapalaTcs Bce KOMY He JIeHb. B 3ToM ux ¢ IKcuei cynp0Obl moxoxu. YToOH JaTh e
BO3MOXKHOCTh HEMHOTO ITOOBITh OOBIYHOM CUMIIATUYHOM NEBYIIKOM, OH ITO3BOJIUTI €1 IIOMEHSThCS
MecTamu ¢ Pparnyeckou. M BOT Temeps Bce mouwio mpaxoM. 2Ku3us dpaHueCcKy B OIIAaCHOCTH, a
OKCHI0 C MUHYTH Ha MUHYTY YBE3€ET OTell.

— 4 monKeH YTO-TO NMPEANpPUHSATh, — BCIIyX CKa3al OH. — Bens s oTBedas 3a 06enx. O0e HaXOOUITUChH
107l MOeH OIEeKOM.

Tom xopun ce0st 3a TO, YTO BCerfa OTHaBal IPeANoyYTeHre IKCHUU, B TO BPEMS KaK MelneHxo
nopyuun emy obeux gepyiiek. OH nmpeHebperan ®paHuecKoi, ¥ B KOHIIE KOHIIOB Ta, OT OQUHOYECTBA,
pelunsia BEIUTU 3aMyX 3a IIePBOr0 BCTPEYHOI'0, TO €CTh 3a [IxkeriMca MOHTTOMepH.

OmHaKo ceiyac 0CTaeTCs TONBKO XKAaTh. [I2KeMu IIpodecan OKPECTHOCTH, PACCIIPOCHUI XKUTeIeH
IepeBeHb, HO 6e3pe3yIbTaTHO. YTPOM OH cobupaeTcs BMecTe ¢ TOMOM OTIIPABUTHCS HA CEBEP, B TOM
HaIlpaBlIeHWH, KyHa yBe3nu OpaHUeckKy.

Tonm He coMHeBascs, 4To MOHTrOMepH He BO3bMET C c000¥ HU paHeHOro Puca, HU ero caMoro,
IOxxemu u ToMac moBckauyT OICTPO, a Tox 6ymeT uM nutib 06y30ii. «IHTepecHo, — MmogyMail
KaJjieKa, — a IKCHIO OH BO3bMeET C co00H UK OCTABUT B 3aMKe? Benb oH mosaraer, 4To el, Kak
Ky3uHe OpaH4YeCKH, HUYEro He TPO3UT CO CTOPOHBI APYXKUHHUKOB MelieHX0JIa, 4T0 MelaeHxo
moTpeOyeT NMPeabsBUTh CBOIO I0Yb, @ €r0 I0YePhio OH cuuTaeT OpaHUecKy».

Opnako u Topm, u OKCUs 3HAIOT IIPaBAY.

C npue3na B moMecThe TuBepiieMa Tof cIlaa Ha CeHOBaJjle I03aay CTOWN. 3a TOObl, IPOXUTHIE PAIOM
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¢ DKcuei, OH IPUBLIK K KOMMDOPTY, HO XOPOIIIO IIPEeACTaBIIsi, KaKoe MeCTO OTBeIeHO eMy BO
BHEIIIHEM MHUPe, IT03TOMY CTapasiCs JepzKaThCs MOfaIbllle OT He3HAKOMEIX JIIOfIeH, ITpsida CBOe
MICKaJleYeHHOe TeJI0 Mof IpyOsIM Oaax0HOM, a JIUILO IOf KalioIIOHOM.

[TopuaBiKCh Ha HOTH, Tox OOEPHYJI TYHUKY U HAIIPABUJICA BOOJIb O€HHUKOB, 3arjIAObIBasi B KaKObI
40 TeX 0P, II0Ka He HallleJl IOHOIITY, BUOEBIIEro 4€JI0BEKa, KOTOprfI yBE3 d)pqueCKy.

— Vxomu, — He MOBOPAYMBast TOJIOBH, 3asBUI TOT. — MHe 00JIbIlle HeYero CKa3aTh.

BEIHY2KIEHHBIH CTOPOHUTHCS OKPYXKalomux, Ton Haydyuscs HabIomaTh 3a TIOObMY U YATATh IT0 MX
nunaM. Y ceivac oH cpasy MOHSII, YTO My4aeT I0HOIIY — PEBHOCTb.

— 4 mpocTo xXoTen cka3aTh Tebe, UTO THI Jyulile 3a00THUIIILCS 0 KEHIIUHe, YeM OH. THI 3Ke CBOI0 He
TIOTePsI, — 3asBua Tox u cobpasncs yuTH.

— TTomoxnau! — 0CTAaHOBUI €T0 I0HOINIA U, TO-ITUYbU ITOBEPHYB T'0JIOBY, MOMBITAICS 3aTISIHYTh IO
KaIIomoH. — THl OOUH U3 €ro Jionen?

— EnBa mu, — 3acmesancs Ton.

OH IarHyn B IOJIOCY TYCKJIOTO CBeTa, 0TOPAckBaeMOoro (hakeioM, KOTOPHIHA ObINT YKPeIIeH Ha
BHEIITHEel CTeHKE MeHHUKAa, ¥ Ha CeKYHIY OTKWHYJI KalOIIOH, YTOOR I0OHOIIIa CMOT Pa3TiIsaeTh ero
TUI0. BpeMeHu {71 9TOT0 0Ka3asioch JOCTAaTOYHO, ¥ TOI OTBEPHYIICS, YTOOH HE BUNETH OTBPAIIEHHST,
OTPa3UBIIETOCS B Ila3aX IOHOIIN.

— He gymato, uTo Tebe yoacTcst yBECTH Ybl0-TU00 MEBUOHKY, — ITPeHeOpeXUTEIHHO
PaCX0XOTaBIIUCE, 3aSBUJI TOT ¥ He 3aMeTHUJ, Kak Tom B3IPOTHYIL.

— BepHO, — ¢ HaUTPAHHBEIM BECEIbEM — OH AaBHO HAYYHIICS CKPHITh CBOIO 00JIb — OTBETHUIT
Kajeka. — f XOTen y3HaTh, YTO TH BUEN, HO Te0sI, HAaBEPHOE, YKE TOLTHUT OT 3TUX PAa3TOBOPOB.
OpHako $ nmojarato, Tebe OBITI0O OYeHb HHTEPECHO.

Top criemun 3a IUIIOM IOHOIIH, KOTOPHIM, KaKeTCs, 00yMBIBaI ero cjioBa. YeCcTHO rOBOpS, OH OBIT
TakK IIOTJIOLIEH TEM, I-IT06I>I 3dCyYHYTb PYKH OEBYOHKE IO IO6Ky, YTO He 06paman BHUMAHHUA HaA TO,
yeM 3aHUMaJIUCh JIIOOU BOKPYT. A BOT TO, YTO OHA BCE CIIbIIIaa, 00IBHO 3a[eli0 eT0 caMoobue.
[Tocne ceropHsIHEN BCTpPeYHu ¢ rpadoM OHa NHIIhL 0 HeM U roBopuna. «['pad!» — ¢ mpugbIXaHuEM
CHOBA ¥ CHOBA IOBTOPSJIa OHA. TOJBKO momyMaiiTe: rpad GecemoBast c Hel ¥ CMOTPEN Ha Hee Tak,
OynTo OHa CaMbIM BaXKHBIM YeJI0BeK Ha 3eMJie.

— HukTo He XemaeT BBICIIyIIaTh MEHs, — C ITOPEYhI0 ITPON3HEC IOHOIIa. — HukTO He XKemaeT Y3HaTh,
4YTO BHIOEII 4.

— TBI HeUCTBUTENBHO KOE-UTO BULEI? — BOCIPSJI AyXoM Tof. — 4 MOHSJI 3TO C IIePBOr0 B3TJIsHa: ThI
OuYeHb CMBILINIEHHIH TapeHb. A Torga ckasan cebe, 4To nopay HxeuMcy cienoBano Obl YOETUTh
mobosbIinie BHUMaHus Tebe. — Tom HAKITOHUIICS K IOHOIIE, CTapasiCh Nep:KaTh CBOE JIUIIO B TeHU. —
IyTENIeCTBYIO U3 JOMa B IOM U COOMpar0 BCSIKUEe UCTOPUHU. TBOU MMOOBUTH HOCTOMHEI TOTO, UTOOBI
TIOBEHATh O HUX JIIOMSIM, HO [JisT 3TOT0 Te0e MPUOEeTCs OTKPHITh MHE BCe.

B rnaszax I0HOIIU ITPOMEJIBKHYIO MEYTATENIbHOE BEIPAKEHHE.
— V¥ Hero Onlya MOJOBUHA yXa.

— IIpomy npormmenus?
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— Y nmoxuTuTeNns oT yxa ocTajach monoBuHa. OTpe3aHo BOT 3[e€Ch, — 00BSICHUII OH U IIPOBEJI MTaJIblieM
YyTh BHIIIE CIIyXOBOTO OTBEPCTHS. — BepxHeii yacTu He OBIIO.

Top Tak 06paoBasCs, YTO €Ba He PaciesioBas oHomy. OH MPOBEN C HUM ellle [0jT49aca, BEIC/TYIIaB
€ro IIPe/IO0JIOKEeHNs 0 TOM, UTO MPOU3OIIIO [TOCIIE TOTO, KaK OH YBUMAEI MOXUTUTENISI C OTPE3aHHBIM
YXOM.

Korga Top pelmus, 94TO ¥ TaK CIUIIKOM [IOJT0 OTHAET HaHb BeXKJIUBOCTH, U HAIIPABUJICS K BRIXOMY U3
KOHIOIITHY, €T0 IIePBLIM IIOPEIBOM OBIZIO COOOIINTE HOBBEIE CBeeHUs [[2KeMHU, HO BCKOpe OH
nepenymain. Ecnmu MoHTroMepu y3HaeT 00 3TOM, TO 6€3 COMHEHHUS CHApSIOUT B ITOTOHIO OTPST,
BOOPYKEHHHIX IPYKHUHHUKOB, 1 Torga PpaHuecke HecmobpoBath. HeT, mpuiiien K BriBoay Tom, OymeT
JIyd4Ille, eC/¥ OH CaM OTIIPABUTHCS B IIOTOHIO. Beb OH yMeeT MPOHUKATh B MECTA, [/l APYTUX He
moctymHele. K ToMy e UMeHHO OH 00s13aH UCIIPaBUTh COOCTBEHHYIO OUIUOKY, HE TaK JIu?

Ecnu cymuTh 1o coepKaHuIo 3alliCKU, IPUBA3aHHOM K CTpene, KoTopasd paHuna Puca, To
MIOXUTUTENh CYUTAI, 4YTO [[2KeMu cpaly JorafaeTcs, KTo MMeHHO yBe3 ®paHuecky. ClieqoBaTelbHO,
3TOT YeJIOBEK [I0IKEeH OBITh U3 OKpyxKeHus [Ixkemu. Tox He Temm cebst HafieK oo, 4To MOHTroMepH
CHAOOUT ero cBeJeHUsIMU, KOTOphIe IIPEATIOUYNTAET JepXKaTh B CEKpeTe, HO IIpefdrosarai, 4To,
BO3MOXKHO. Prc 0 yeM-HUOyIb 06MONBUTCS B IPUSTHOM Oecenie.

— 4 npuien pa3BecenuTh Te6si, — 3aragHyB B KoMHATY Prca, 00bsBun Ton, qep:KaBLIni IO
MBIIIKOM MeX C BUHOM.

— JTo6po moxanoBaTh, — 0TO3BasICs Puc u momopmuscs ot 0omu. — Pacckaxu, 4TO BRISICHUIIM. ECTh
KaKue-H1OyIb HOBOCTH 0 ®paHuecke?

— IToka HHYEro, HO s IPHUIe K Tebe He MIJis 9TOT0. YCIIOKOMCs, MHa4Ye TBOS HOTa HUKOIMA He
3axkwuBeT. [laBali-Ka s pacCcKaxky Tebe MOTPSICAIOIIYI0 HCTOPHIO.

IIBa yaca CIyCTsI, JOBOJILHO yibiOasick, Tom MOKKUHYI KOMHATY Prca. OKa3anoch COBCEM HE CIIOXKHO
3aCTaBUTh PHIIIAPs T'OBOPUTH 0 HEOOBIYHKIX JIIOMASX, KOTOPBIX TOT BCTPEYasl B CBOEH XKU3HHU.

— HeT Ha cBeTe BTOPOro TAaKOro IJIyXoro 4yeyoBeka, Kak ['erpu Onusep, — 3agaBui Puc nocre
IIePBOTr0 Yaca, B TeUeHUe KOTOPOro notryeBan Toa BCEBO3MOXKHBIMU CIJIETHAMU U ciyxaMu. — OH
CUUTAET, YTO OTJIOX II0CJIe TOr0, KaK IIOTePSsI IOJIOBUHY yXa.

Topm 3agan eMy HECKOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB Y3HAJI, YTO B JETCTBE cTapuIuii 6par [:keMu
yoapun OnuBepa Me4YoM II0 T'0JI0OBe, ¥ KOT{a TOT YBUIeJI, KaK ITOJIOBUHKA yXa yIIajia Ha 3eMJII0, TO BO
BCE TOPJIO 3a0pajl, YTO OTHLIHE OH OyHOEeT TITyXuM.

— W mo cux 1mop OH BEPUT, YTO HEe MOXKET CJIBIIIATh 3TUM YXOM.
— A 4TO 0H coO0¥ MpencTaBIsIeT? — Kak MOXHO CIIOKOMHee ocBenomuics Tom. — OH omaceH?

— OnuBep? Hu B Koeil Mepe, €CNu TOJIBKO He MPEATNoI0KUTh, YTO HEITPOXOAUMas TyIIOCTh MOXKET
CHenaTh KOTO-TO omacHeIM. OH 00uT cecTpy [IKeMU U yKe HEeCKOIbKO JIET HacTauBaeT Ha TOM,
yTOOB! PONUTENN BHIJAJU €€ 3a HETO.

— HacrauBaet? — nepecmpocun Tog. K cuacTsio. Puc OblI ITbsTH, II03TOMY HE YCIIBIIIAT UCITyTaHHBIX
MHTOHAINH B rOJI0Ce CBOET0 CO0eCeqHUKaA.

— B TeyeHUe HECKOIBKUX JIET OH IILITAJICSA BEIKYIIUTE €€ y CTapIiero 6paTa IxxeMmu, u SJIBapI[ Impoaai
OBl CeCTpPYy, HO BMeIIaJICA OTel IIKeMu: oH OTOPBAJICA OT CBOUX KHHUT Hd JOCTATOYHO
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IIPOMIOJIXKUTENIbHOE BpeMsi, YTOOH CKa3aTh «HET» M 3asIBUTh, YTO OH HE CUUTAET 3Ty MMAPTHUIO
OOCTOMHOU [JIS1 CBOEU fo4Yepu. — Puc XMBIKHY/I. — JlyMalo, Ha HET0 IOAeNCTBOBaIN YTPO3HI
BepeHrapuu 6pOCUTHCS BHU3 C KPHIIIH, TALIL ObI HE BRIXOOUTH 3a ['eHpu OnmuBepa. [Tocie cmepTu
oTla ¥ JuaBapha OnuBep npenioxui [IKeMu y4acTOK, KOTOPHIY 3aTOIUISETCA KaXk Iy BECHY,
HECKOJIbKO I10JTyPa3Ba/IMBIIAXCS KOTTEHXKEeH U apy-TPOUKY OPSXJIBIX KOHAT B 00MEH Ha PYKY
Bepenrapuu. — Puc caenan 60bINOM TTIOTOK. — A OJHAXK[IH OH [laXKe ITLITAJICS IIOXUTUTD ee.

— TloxutuTh? — €Ba [bIIIa Mpou3Hec Tof.

— Hy, oH HaKuHYJ e}l Ha TOJI0OBY MEIIOK U YHEC.
— WU 4To0 X)ke ganbie?

Puc ¢ TpymoMm coepxuBai cMeX.

— Kakum-To o6pa3om — y OnuBepa o4eHb cjaboe 3peHre — OH IepemnyTa cecTep. B ero pykax
okasasnach [1xxo0u. Trl He 3HaKOM C Hel, HO ITIOBEPh MHE, HU ONUH MyXK4YUHa HE OCMEJIUTCS
paccepauTh 3Ty NeBYOHKY. Bynb g Ha MecTe ['eHpu, To cornacuics 661 00HAPyKUThH B MeIIKe COTHIO
OUKHUX Kollek, yeM [Ko0H.

— OHa noxoxa Ha JKcui, — 3aMeTus1 Tox. Puc MedTaTeNnbHO YIALIOHYICS.

— Her, oHu coBceM pa3Hble. JKCHS TEPPOPUIUPYET TOIBKO OOHOT0 MyK4YUHY. [I:K0OU XKe
IIpeBpalllaeT XKU3Hb B af A7s Bcex. Kpome [Ixxemu u bepenrapuu. Bot mocnyiai, s pacckaxy Tebe,
YTO OHA O0OBIYHO BHITBOPSIJIAa CO CBOMM OpaToM OIBapaoM.

Puc npuHSICS paccKa3bBaTh ellle OOHY UCTOPHI0, HO Toxd He ciyiian, ayMasi o cBoeM. Temeps y Hero
IOCTaTOYHO MH(MOPMALMU, YTOOH Y3HATh, THe XKUBET 3TOT caMbii ['eHpu OnmuBep. HeT coMHEHUS, YTO
oH moBe3 ®paHuecky K cebe momoit. HeymuBuTenbHo, 4TO [I2KE€MHU He MOHSI €T0 3alKCKY:

«ThI 3a06pas MO0 KeHIMHY, T03TOMY 5 3abupaio TBOI0». Benb oH OBIN yBepeH, 4yTo bepeHrapus
HUKOTHA He IpUHAafjexana U He OymeT npuHagnexats ['eapu OnuBepy. OueBunno, cam OnuBep
CUMUTall HHayYe.

U BOT celtuac, 3aKphiBas IBepb KOMHATH Puca, Tox yneibancs. OH MHOTOe y3HaJll, HO YTO [ejaTh C
moOwITEIMU CBemeHusiMU? PacckasaTh [xxkeMu? Ho oH moramgbiBajcs, 4TO MpeanpuMeT MOHTIOMepPH:
Opocutcs cracath PpaHuYeCcKy ¥ OCTaBUT JKCHIO 3[eCh. A B 3alllMTe KaK pa3 HYXKmaeTcs JKCHUS, U
ecinu 0wl [I2xeMu 3Han 00 3TOM, TO 3aIIMINai OB ee IeHO COOCTBEHHOM XKU3HMU.

Kak Onl yOpaTh JKcuio u [I:KeMu U3 moMecThbsi TuBepIeMa npexmae, yeM MOHTTOMePH BHISICHUT TO,
YTO yKe u3BeCcTHO Tomy? Kak Obl BRIHYAUTD [2KeMU 3aluiiaTh DKCHUIO U IIPefoCTaBUTh TOIy caMoMy
pemiath npobnemy ¢ dpaHyeckon?

['maBa 18

[IxeMu B cepalax cMsi 3anucKy. OH HUKOMY ee He nokKaxeT. C KaXk[a0y MUHYTOU OH BCe CUJIbHEe
YyBCTBOBaJ ce0s TTTYIIHIM U OECIIOMOIITHEIM, IOTOMY YTO HE MOT IOHSTh, YTO eMy CJIeflyeT 3HaTh. KTo
yBe3 ®panuecky? Ecnu cynuTh 1o IepBoy 3alucKe, TO OH AOJIKeH OblT OBl Cpa3y AorafgaThCs.

I>keMu yxKe He CITaJl fBa [HS, €ro JINI0 3apOCiI0 TeMHOM IeTUHOM, HO OH 3alpeTus cebe OTABIXaTh
10 TeX TI0p, II0Ka XOTh YTO-HUOYOb He BHISICHUT. Benb ecTh XKe rae-To Kiniod! OH Kak pa3 cobupanics
ellle pa3 JOMPOCUTD TOTO IOHOIITY U3 KOHIOIIHU, KOTa MMPUHECIH ellle OOHY 3aIllUCKY, B KOTOPOU
TOBOPUJIOCH, UYTO €My CJIeyeT eXaTh Ha 3alaf B OM CBOETO ASOU U TaM XKOAaTh CIETYIOIIero
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TIOCJIQHUS.
Ho Gornbine Bcero [IxkeMu OeclioKousia IPUIKCKa BHU3Y:
«Jly4iie CMOTPY 3a CBOMMU KEHIIUHAMU .

He 3a «KeHIMHOM», a 3a «XKEeHIUHAM1». MOXKeT, IOXUTUTENb omu0csa? MoXKeT, y Hero nepHyach
PyKa, Korga OH nucan? MoxeT, OH UMeJl B BUAY, YTO OIIaCHOCTh yrpoxkaeT TonbKo OpaHuyecke?

A eme [I2kemMu TpeBOXKHUJIIO TO, YTO OH HAIIIEJI 3alIMCKY Ha CBOEU KPOBaTU. ITO 03HAYAJIo, YTO ee
IIpUHEC KTO-TO U3 oOuTaTenel momMmectbs TuBepiiemMa. Ee DOT0KHUII TOT, Ube IIPUCYTCTBUE B 3aMKE He
KaXeTCsl CTPaHHBIM, Ybe JIUII0 BCEM 3HAKOMO.

[IKeMu ITOHUMAaJ, YTO HEJIb351 TEPSATh BPEMS Ha Pa3MBIIINIEHUSI ¥ CTPOUTH Joragku. Hamo exaTs B Jom
OSOU U TaM XKOaTh JaJlbHEUIINX UHCTPYKLIUM. A DKCHUI0, B COIPOBOXaeHUU Toga u Tomaca —
eIUHCTBEHHBIX JII0[Ie#, KOTOPHIM OH ITOJTHOCTHIO JOBEPSJI, — OH OTIIPABUT IIOfaJIbIlle OTCIOHA, YTOOH
HE COMHEBAThCS B ee 6e30IaCHOCTH.

Yepes monyaca [IKeMHu pyrajcs Ha YeM CBeT CTOHUT, IIOTOMY YTO 0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO 000UX CBAJIUIA
nu3enTepusi. [lemenbHO-cephlil ToMac mepKascs 3a XKUBOT M CTOHAJ, HE B CHJIaX CIPABUTHCS C
MYYHTEIbHEIMHA IIPUCTYIIAMH PBOTHL.

Yro xkacaetca Toma, To oH OB Tak cj1ad, YTO maxe He MOT IIOOHATH I'OJIOBEL.

— CpenaiiTe Bce, YTOOB IIOXUTUTENL HE YBe3 DKCHUIO, — BLUENMUBIIUCEH B PYKY [IKeMU, TPOTOBOPHIL
OH. — BBl MOMXKHEI 3alIUTUTE ee. BorCe, 3Mech ee oacTeperaeT OIaCHOCTh. Benb TOT 4esioBek
noxutun OpaHyecky Ha I1a3ax y Bcex obutarenei. OH MOXKET CHOBA ITOMTH Ha TaKOW Ke IIIar.

CnoBa Toma Ovist CO3BY4YHHI MBICTAM [[:KeMu. Kak JKcus cKasaa eMy, OKpYzKalolye 3Halll, YT
®panuecka sBNseTCS Hacleguuled Meiimenxosa. Kakon-HuOyab 3JI0YMBIIUIEHHUK MOXKET PEIIUTh,
YTO JKCHUS TOXKE HMeeT OTHOLIEHNE K 30JI0TY, €CJIU IyTellleCTBYEeT C HaCIeOHULIEH.

W3-3a ycranocTu [[:KeMu IOTePSII CYeT BpeMEHH U He cpa3y coo0pa3uii, 4To yXkKe MOIHOYb, KOTa
BOpBaJICAd B KOMHATYy JKcuu. OTJIIAeBIINCh, OH YBUAEN, YTO JKCUS CIIUT OfiHa, 6e3 TOPHUYHOMH, 1,
clenoBaTeNbHO, JINIIIeHa CaMOM MaJIOH 3alllUTHI.

Ixxemu OTpsic DKCHIO 3a IIed0, HO OHA ellle I'y06xKe 3aphiach B MOAYIIKY, C TOJIOBOM YKPHIBIIUChH
opmesinoM. EMy npumnock 6yKBanbHO OTKaNbIBaTh €€, Ipexkzie YeM OH CHOBa IIOTPSC ee 3a IIedo.

— OKcusi, — JTaCKOBO CKa3asl OH, — BCTaBal. f xouy, 4TOOH! THI ITOeXaja CO MHOM.
— Cmats, — nmpoOopMoTaja OHa, He OTKPBIBAS I'JIas.
— Her, ue cmaTe. Tebe npumgeTcs BCcTaTh. [Me TOpHUYHAS, YTOOH TOMOYE TeOe OeThCs?

— [I>KeMu TOMOXKeT MHe OfieThCs. [[?KeMu He CMOT CHAepKaTh YILIOKK U, IPUCEB Ha Kpal KpPOBaTH,
OTISITH TIOTPSIC €e€.

— M=l efleM K MoeMy Osfie. Y Hero oyapoBaTesibHast XKeHa, ee 30ByT MapH, oHa mo3aboTtutcs o Tebe.
3eBHYB, JKCUA Hayasla IPOCHIIAThCH.

— Yro TH fenaelb B MOe KOMHaTe? — CIIPOCUIIa OHa. — [loyeMy g Bcerga oOHapyzxKuBaio Tebs Ha
CBOeH KpOBaTH, KOT{la IIPOCHITAI0Ch?
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— 4 xe conpat, 3abbina? 4 TaM, rae omacHOCTh. ['yObl DKCUM IIPOTUB €€ BOJIM PACTSIHYIUCH B
yIBIOKE.

— Te1 Hamen ®paHyecky?

— Her, HO 5 ONMyYHI BTOPYIO 3alIUCKy. MHE ClIenyeT HeMeIJIeHHO CHUMAThCSI C MEeCTa ¥ eXaTh Ha
3amaf K MoeMy fsife. ITO BCEro MeHb e3Mbl, ¥ Thl OTIIPABUIILCS CO MHOM.

— 3ayeM? — U3yMJIEHHO ITOAHSB OPOBHU, CIIPOCHTIa JDKCHUS.

— Top u Tomac 3abonemnu, I03TOMY OHU He MOTYT 103a60TUTLCS 0 Tebe. MHe Oosibille He Ha KOTO
TIOJIOKHUTHCSI, TO9TOMY ThI ITOEMEIb CO MHOM.

II:keMu He OBLJI TOTOB K TOMY, YTO DKCHS TaK pPe3KOo IepeuneT K geiicTBuaM. OHa OTKHHYJIa Ha HEro
0fesi7I0, YTOJI KOTOPOTro Ionas emMy B rina3. OH MTHOBEHHO NOAHEC PYKY K JIUIY U He YOUBUJICS, KOTTa
yBUOEI Ha IalbllaX KPOBb.

HpOI[OTI}KaH 3aXuMarTh rias, [IxeMu Pa3BEPHYIICA U YCIIE]I IIEPEXBATUTH JKCHI0, Impexne 9eM OHa
BbIOE2Kajia U3 KOMHATHI.

— Ton! — B maHKWKe 3aKpHyYaja OHA, BRIPHIBASICh M30 BCEX CHJI. — f1 MOJIKHA OLITH PSIOM C HUM, pa3
oH GorneH. [[)KeMHu yCTaso B3MOXHYIL.

— OKcus, 5 CTPAIIHO ycTall, s 6ecrokoock. He Hamo elme 00JIbIle YCIOXKHSITL MHE KU3Hb. A Temephb
IIPOBEPb, HE OCJIeTIHIIA JIX Thl MEHS.

[leByIKa IOfHSJA I'OJIOBY U YBHUAEJIA KalleJIbKy KPOBU B yTIJIy €ro Ijia3a. ITO HU B MaJlelInen
CTelleHU He BCTPEBOXKMUIIO ee, ONHAKO ee TPOHYJIO TO, KaK IIOHUKIIU ero IJIe4Yy, KOra OH TAXKEIIO
OIIyCTHUJICA B Kpecsio. [la, meliCTBUTENILHO eMy HeJIeTko.

— C tBouM mo6uMEIM TonoM Bce B OpsiAKe, — OYPKHYI OH. — Bcero nmuilb AU3eHTEPUS.

YKe MOJTHOCTHIO TPOCHYBIIKCH, DKCUSI HAMOYMIIa B Ta3UKe TPSIMOYKY U MIPUIOKHUIIA ee K O0TBHOMY
TJ1a3y, BCTaB MeX/y Pa3gBUHYTHIX KOJIeH [[KeMHu.

— ECTb HOBOCTH? — THUXO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.
— Huxkakux. { BEIHYXKOEH XKOaTh.

3arisiHyB €My B JINI0, DKCUS MOHSA, KakK OH ycTan. OT HegocTaTKa CHa IIOf] I1a3aMu ObLIM TEMHbIE
Kpyru. MHTEpecHO, ecnu OBl IIpoTajia OHa, cTajl Obl OH Tak Ke HaCTOWYMBO UCKaTh ee? Benb OH
yuTaeT ee 6eIHOM.

Ho ona 3Hana oTBeT: fa, cTal Ol
[To6opoB xkenanue 0OHATH €r0, DKCUS OTOIINA B CTOPOHY U ITOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY CIIMHOM.

— T®I X0uers, YTOOH! & IToexasa ¢ Toboi? OHa HeHaBuaesa cebs 3a TO, UTO C TAKOU HameKoou
JK[IaJia, KOrma OH 3aTOBOPHUT.

— 4 He Mory ocTaBuTh Te0s 37ech. f x0Ten oTnpaBuTh Te6s ¢ Tomacom u TogoM, HO OHE 00a
3abosenu. ToMac IPUCOEOMHUTCS K HaM, KaK TOJTbKO HEMHOTO IIOTIPABUTCS.

— A Top?
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— OH ocraHeTcs 37ech. JIskIaH 103ab0TUTCS 0 HeM. DKCHUSI MTHOBEHHO II0BEPHYJIach K HEMY:
— A nmoyeMy JIsKJaH C TaKUM XKe YCIeXOM He MOXKeT 103a00TUThCS 000 MHE?

— [ToToMy 4TO B CBO€Y 3anUCKe TOXUTUTENIb HAMEKaeT, YTO OITaCHOCTh YIpoXKaeT He ONHOU
JKeHIHe. BrioyiHe BEPOSITHO, YTO OH UMEET B BUAY Tebs.

— Ho JIaknan Mor Ob yBE3TH MEHS Kyaa-HUOYOb, — 3aMeTuIa DKCUs, C MOIB0OOM T Ha
Oxemu. — O [IkeMu, moxanyicTa. Pa3se TH 320k, YTO OH CHENA MHe IIPeIoKeHue?

— OTo0 Obinia myTtka! — Benbuiug [Ikemu. — Th mocTaBusa ce0sl B OypalKoe [I0JI0KeHNe Ha TJla3ax y
BCEX MTPUCYTCTBYIOUIUX, ¥ OH PEIIUIT CIIACTH TeOs.

— O? BoT Kak? 3HauuT, OH OeWCTBUTENLHO [00pHIi YenoBeK. OH ObT OBl MHE XOPOIIUM MyKeM. Ecniu
OBl THL YTOBOPHJI €T0 YBE3TH MEeHS KyHa-HuOyab, OH Obl, BO3MOXKHO, ellle Pa3 IPeI0XKul MHE BEIUTH
3a Hero 3aMyX. He B myTKy. — [I;keMU HA4YEro He CKa3aJl, IUIb HaXMyPUJICSA. IKCUS IOOIIIa K
HeMy U BCTajla y Hero Mexny Hor. — Iloxanyucra, [Ixemu! Thl XKe 3Haelllb, YTO Y MeHs HeT [IeHeT.
Kak u Tebe, MHe HyKHO Hal'TH BHITOLHYIO TapTUio, a JI3KJIaH C ero 04apoBaTeIbHEIMU CEHIHOBbSIMU
IIOOXOOUT KaK Helb3s nyunie. — OHa BIJIOTHYIO NIpUOIU3uUIach K HEMy U IIpolnenTana: —
[Toxanyucra!

I>KeMu CIIUIIKOM yCTaJjl, YTOOBl aHaTM3KWPOBATh CBOM NEWCTBUS, OH IIPOCTO IIPUKAJN ee K IPyou U
no1esioBaa. EqQUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH OCO3HaBaJjl, — 3TO TO, YTO OHM HaAXOHOATCS OOHU B KOMHATe U 4YTO Y
OKcuM 1og HOYHOU COPOYKOM HUYEro HeT.

BHe3amHo 0H OTOABUHYJ €€ 0T cebs.
— ThI Tak CTPEMHUIIILCS HaUTH cebe MyzKa, YTO TOTOBA BEIUTU 3a 1H060T0?

— IIa, — pagoCTHO MOATBepAnia JKcus. — 3a ymoboro, Kpome Tebs. C ToOoi 51 HUKOTHA He 3a0yny,
YTO BCErHa XKujla B OEMHOCTHU ¥ YTO BEIHYAUIa T€0S 0TKA3aThCs OT HACIeNHUIIL MeleHxoJa.

[I>xeMH BCKOYHUII ¥ BO3MEN PYKH K IIOTOJIKY.

— Tebe u3BecTHO, 4TO OTer OpaHYEeCKHU He IMO3BOJIMT HAaM IMOKEHUThCS. BOIBITHHCTBO MPOOIeM... —
3aMoJI4aB, OH TPYCTHO B3TJITHYJ Ha Hee. — YTO TOJIKY pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ T060M? Tl He OCTaHEIUILCS
3mecs, ¢ JIskyiaHoM, U He Oymelib CTPOUTE U3 ce0s AypouKy. Thl HAXOOUIILCS HAa MOEM MONEeUYeHUH, U
g O6yny crneguTh 3a ToOOH, TOKa He IONy4y APYTUX MHCTPYKLUM.

IToHsATHO?

— TlousaTHo. [Tonarato, Tebs CrbIlIana MOJI0BMHA 00UTATeIel 3aMKa.

I>xeMy TOMOPIIUIICA.

— OgpesBauics. Mbl Bele3KaeM Ha pacCBeTe.

C 3TUMU CJIOBAMM OH BHIIIEJ U3 CIIAJIbHY, [aXKe He MOTPYOUBIINCH 3aKPHITh 32 COO0M IBEPD.

OKCHS 3aKphlyIa IBEPD U, IPUCIOHUBIIKCH K KOCSKY, YIBHIOHYTack. Yepe3 CeKyHOy OHAa 3aKPyKHUIIACh
110 KOMHATe, TUXO HalleBasi KaKyl0-TO BECEIEHbKYIO ITEeCEHKY.

['maBa 19
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xeMu OB MpadHee Ty4u. [loueMy 3TO OH BAPYT PELIN B3ATH DKCUIO C co0oi? be3 coMHeHus,
JIskyaH He moiagun 661 COOCTBEHHOM XKU3HU pafu ee 6e3omacHOCTH, U Puc Toxe, ma u Tomac, Korma
BEI3HopoBet Obl. Eit 661 HUUero He yrpoxaino. OHu ofeperanu OBl ee OT IOXUTUTEIIEH U OT OTIa
®paHYecKH.

U BCe XKe OH He CMOT OCTaBUTh €€ B IIOMeCThe THBepIIeMa.

Ero xenanue BUOEThH ee pdaooMm C co0oii OBITIO [IJIST HEr0 HeoObsICHUMO. BO3MOKHO, IT032K€ OH OCTABUT
ee B JOMe Osi0H, XO0Td, €CJIK IIPU3HaThCsA, OH He OBLIT YBEDPEH B TOM, 4YTO MIOUAEeT Ha 3TO.

3aHuMatach 3aps, ¥ 3aclaHHbIe CIYTd HEeTOPOIUIMBO OPOOUIIM 110 3aMKY. [[:KeMU peuIu HauTu
9KcHIo, HO ee HUrme He OBITI0, HUKTO ee He BUOEN, Y Hero OT cTpaxa cepille Ha MTHOBEeHHE VIO B
ISATKH, HO OH 3aCTaBUJI ce0sT yCIIOKOUThLCS. HaBepHsKa OHa CO CBOMMM pa3io0e3HsM TomoM, cKa3a
OH cebe.

OOBSTHIM PEBHOCTHIO, OH COBCEM HeE IMOAYyMaJl O TOM, YTO Y OE€BYIIKN MOXKET BOSHUKHYTH 2K€JIaHHe
IMOIIPOIIATECA CO CBOMM OPYIOM OETCTBA. B ero MO3ry Oumach €IUHCTBEHHAas MBICJIb: OHa HE JOJI2KHa
OCTaBaTbCAd HaeJUHE HU C KaKUM M}DK‘-IPIHOI:I.

— MHe GyzeT 0guHOKO, — TOBOpMIa JKcus Toxdy, JexaBlIeMy Ha ITOIOHaX.
— C To0oii psigoMm OymeT TBoM [IKeMHu.
— OH He Moi. Ecnu 0H ¥ IprHaAOIeXKUT KOMY-TO, TakK TOIbKO ®panyecke. Toxm paccMmesimics.

— Trl caMa He Bepulllb B 3T0. PpaHuecKe OH HYKEH ITIOTOMY, YTO JOCTYIIEH [Jid Hee, a OHa eMy
HY2KHa, YTOOH TOAIepKaTh ceMbi0. Tl He MOJIKHA BUHUTH €T0 3a 9T0, — HETPOMKO T0OaBUII OH. —
I>KeMu XOPOILINYU YeJIOBEK, AyMalo, OH JTI00UT Tebs.

— Mens? JTo6ut? TH, HaBepHOE, MEHCTBUTEIBHO OYEHb TSIXKelo 0ojeH. [IxeimMc MOHTTOMEPH XKIET
He JOXOEeTCs, Korna n30aBUTHCS OT MEHS.

— ITa? Torga 3aueM oH GepeT Tebs ¢ co00it? IKCHUS YCMEXHYIACh.
— Y006kl yBE3TH MOAAbIIe OT JI9K/IaHa.

— Bepno. A 3aueM emy yBo3uTh Tebs 0T JI3KknaHa, ecnu Thl 6e3pa3nuyHa eMmy? OH XKe ITOHUMAET, YTO
Opak c Tusepiiemom GymeT s Tebs O0JbIIO yIayeil, pa3 y TeOs HET MPHUOAHOTO.

— OrpoMHO¥ ynadeu, — XMBIKHYJIa OKcusd. — ¢ ymorsna [I:)keMu pa3peliuTs MHe OCTaThCs C
JI3K/1aHOM U €r0 JOPOTUMU CHIHOBBSIMU.

— Trl UMeelb B BUAY 9TUX UcYaauid aga? OHU CYUTAIOT BEPXOM OCTPOYMUS ITOAK/IaAbBaTh KOTIOYKYU
B UyKYIO KPOBATh.

— A eie roy10BaCTUKOB U IIPOYYIO IOJI3Y4YYI0 JKUBHOCTh, — Jo0aBusa JKcusi. — TH maxke He
IIpefCTaBiIsielllb, YTO OHU IPENJIOKUIIY BEHIIUTE TTIaBHOMY YIIPaBIsoomeMy!

— Hy-y, BooG1mie-To 51 MOT'Y IIpe[ICTaBUTh. 51 IpHUIaras BCe YCUINs, YTOOH CIIPSITATHCS OT HUX, TaK KaK
He KeJaio ObITh 00 BEKTOM UX IIYTOK.

BHe3anHO JKCud BCTpeneHy1ach.

— THI DOMXKeH moexaTh C HAMM, — 3asBUIIa OHA. — THI He KaXKeNIbCSI OYEHDb YX OOJILHBIM. lema}o,
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Tebe 110 cuaaM OTIIPABUTLECHA B IIYTE. qa CKaXy...
IKcus YK€ Ha4dalla IOOHUMATLCA, KOT'Ia Tom B34 ee 3a PYKY 1 3aCTaBHUII CHOBA CECTh.

— 91 He GoNeH, — TUXO IIPOTOBOPHUIT OH. — $1 coOuUparoCh mMoexaTh BIIepe[ U MOmpo0oBaTh 3a4epKaTh
TBOETO OTIIA.

— Moero?.. O Tog, oH yobeT Hac Bcex. Hy mouemy ®panyecka Tak rinyna? Hy nmouemy oHa HUKOTHA
He JyMaeT o nociefncTBusax? Ecnu OBl 0OHa IMpHUIIa KO MHE M CKa3asia, 4To [[2KeMu X04eT IOJTy4YuTh
paspelleHne y MOero otua, g Obl 4To-HUOYOb OpraHu30Baa.

— W gTo GbI THI cuemnana? CaMa Hamucana O mickMo? Wy mana Owl paspelnenue Ha Opak? Torga K
3TOMy MOMeHTy ®paHdecka yxke Obiyia OB 3aMy2KeM 3a TBOMM JOPOTHUM [IKeMHu.

— Moum! — BO3MYTHUIIaCh Ikcus. — TH IIPpEeKpPaCHO 3Haelllb, YTO I HEHAaBUXKY, KOIr'la JIIOOU 3aboTsaTCs
0 CBO€M BHEITHOCTH 6OJ'IBH.Ie, 4YeM O OPpyTux KadeCTBaX.

— JI>xeMu He TakoH, ¥ Tebe 3TO U3BECTHO. Tebe IIPOCTO HOCTaBIseT HaclaxkgeHue My4YuTh €To.
OKcud OIlyCcTUsIa rjaas3a Ha CJI0KeHHbIe Ha KOJIeHSX PYKU.
— OH MHe He HyX€eH.

— OH Ha rpaHM IIOMeNIaTeIbCTBA OT JTI00BU K Tebe. MHe Ka3ajloch, OH PacIjladyeTcs, KOTfia Th
oTfasa Ty MOAYIIKYy Pucy.

— [IpaBpa? Tl monaraemss, 1 HpaBnioch eMy? Het! He orBeuyaii. OH cuuTaeT MeHs HOCagHOU
IIOMEXO0HN ¥ HUYeM HHEBIM.

— O pma. MmenHo noaToMy oH 6epeT Tebs ¢ coboit. — CHapyXu pa3fascs Kakoi-To myM, u Topx
HacTopoxwuscs. — Cnymaii. OH cKkopo OymeT 3mech, Tebe 1mopa yXomuTh. IKCHUS, TH 3HAEIIb, YTO f...
YTO 5... — MPOIIEINTA OH.

IeBylllka moragbiBazach, YTO OH IBITAeTCS CKa3aTh. OHM HUKOTOA He TOBOPUJIM HUYEro MOm0OHOT0
npyr opyry. Ho Torma B 9ToM He 6bI7T0 HagoOHOCTH. DKcus momobuia Toga ¢ TOro camoro
MT'HOBEHHSI, KOTMIa OH, XyIeHbKUN MaJIbuMK, IPHUCIIAHHBINA ee OTIIOM, IIOSIBUJICS B ToMecThe. Ei
0TpeO0BaUCh TOMBI, YTOOB HAYYUTD €T0 TOBEPSTh €M, YTOOH IIOTAaCUTh B €T0 CEePAIle HEHABUCTh, HO
B KOHIIe KOHIIOB el 3T0 ymanoch. OHu o06a o6penu Bepy OPYT B ApyTa U HAIOJHUIIU CBOE OIMHOKOE
CYILleCTBOBaHUE B 30JI0UYE€HOI KJIeTKe TJTyOOKUM CMEBICTIOM. DKCUs 00HSJIa KaJleKy 3a IIelo.

— 4 mo6mio Tebst, mobio. 4 Oyny mobuTh Tebs BCIo XKU3HL. Kak Ke MHe TSIKeJo MPoXKUTh 0e3 Tebs
IaxKe MeHb!

Ha cexynny Top mpuxkar ee K cebe, a 3aTeM OTTOJIKHYI.

— Vxopu, moka s He mocTaBu cebs B fypankoe nojoxenue. U He Mmy4aii [[xkKeMu: 1 He X04y, YTOOBI
€ro 0XBaThIBaJIO OEIIEHCTBO IIPX OJHOM B3TJIsiNe HAa MEHS.

Top yneIOHYIICS, HO €T0 T7la3a 0CTaBa/IMCh CEPbEe3HBIMH.

OKCHST 30 BCEX CUJI CTapasiach CoepkKaTh mofacTynawlme Ce3sl U IPUAYMaTh KaKy-HUOYOb IIYTKY,
yTOOBI PACCTAThCSI CO CBOMM APYTOM Ha Beceyod HOTe. Kpome TOTo, e He XOTeI0Ch ITOKa3kIBaTh EMY,
YTO OHa OouTCs ye3xkaTh Oe3 Hero.
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Top B35 ee 3a TOAOOPOMIOK U MOIHSII TOJIOBY.
— U He Gecnokorics o OpaHuecke.

OH moHMMaJ, YTO He MOXKEeT YCIIOKOUTH 9KcH10, CKa3aTh, UTO €€ Ky3WHEe HUYEero He yrpoxKaeT, U ero
OXBATHUJIO YYyBCTBO BUHHI.

— O Topn, ®panyecka gaxe He yMeeT CaMOCTOATENIbHO OfeBaThCA. A BOPYT OHA OTKPOET MOXUTUTEIIO,
4YTO He SIBNSIETCSA HaclegHUIeW MeloeHx0JiIa, ¥ TOT BHIIBLIPHET ee 3a ABephb? KTo 0 Heil
mo3aboTutcsa? Benb oHa maxke He CO0OPA3UT, KaK CIIAaCTUCh, €CIU €M IPeICTaBUTCS IaHC!

— BoT TyT-TO THI O1IMOaebes. OpaHyecKa OYeHb XUTPa, Kak juca. Pa3Be He el IPUILIIO B TOJIOBY
BOCIIOJTh30BAThCS OTHAJIEHHEIM POACTBOM C HacjegHUIed MelgeHxoa, 4ToOs HaKOHEeI-TO
BBIOpPATHCS M3 OEMHOCTH M yexaTh Imofasnbiie oT oTua? He Oynb TBOS Ky3uHa XUTpPa, OHa ceidac
paboTasa OBl TOJIOMOMKOM ¥ BO3UMIACH OB C TIAPOM JETHIIEK.

Meicb 0 TOM, YTO KpacaBulla ®paHuecKa BHIIOTHSET KaKyio0-To paboTy, oKa3aaach JKCUU
HACTOJIbKO abCypIHOM, YTO OHA yIHIOHYIACh.

— Hy BoT, THI yKe noBeceniena. A Teneps upu. OH XKpOeT.

— Tl He TIO3BOJIMIIE MOEMY OTIY IPUUYMHKUTE Tebe Bpen? — 3a6eClmoKouIach IeByIka. — W moMuu:
yTO0 OBI OH HU CcHesal ¢ To60H, 51 mo3abouyck o Tebe. Ecnu y MeHs OymeT XOTh OOUH IIE€HC, T0JI0OBUHA
ero npuHagnexuT Tebe. Tox MOHEC ee PYKY K rybaMm.

— 9Kcus, ecnu y Tebst 6ymeT X0Th MOJIIeHCa, Thl YMYIPHUIIbCS MPEeBPAaTUTh €r0 B COTHIO.

— Torma Tebe IpPUHAIEKUT IOJIOBUHA OT 3TOM COTHM, — YIBIOHYIAch DKCusi. BCKouuB, OHa
no6exasa K IBePU U CO BCETO pa3Maxy yaapuiach O TBEPAYIO I'PyAb [KeMu, CTOSIBILIETO B IIpoeMe. —
ThI IMHOHU 3a MHOM! — BO3MYyTHUIACh OHA, C BEI30BOM TI'JISIfd Ha HETO.

— YV MeHs ecTh 6071€e HUHTEPECHBIE 3aHATHS, YeM IIMITHOHUTD 3a TOOOH. [TOIIH, MBI IOTEPSIEM LTI
IEeHb, €CITU MMPOJIOJIXKKM IIPEenUpPaThCs.

B3siB OKkcuio 3a PyKy, [KeMu BHIBEJ e Ha CepequHy ABOPa, ITle UX KOajld OBe OcefIaHHbIe JIOUIA M.

— Yr0 9T0? — crpocuiia AeByIIKa, C YIUBIEHUEM PAaCCMaTPHUBas 04apoOBaTEIbHYI0 KOOBIIKY, K CeIIy
KOTOPO# OB MPUTOPOYEHEI KOXKAHBIE CYMKH C BEIIAMHU.

— Jlomans, — HeE II0OBOpa4YHuBasia I'OJIOBEI OTBETHUIL IIxxemu. — ThHI 4TO, HUKOTTIA HE BUMEIA JIOMAAen?
JKcus, YTOMJIEHHAS HE MEHBIIIEe [I:xeMu, He XKejana MHUDPHUTLECA C €T0 IIJIOXUM HaCTPOEHUEM.

— 4 3Ha10, YTO 3TO NOLIaAb, HO KTO ITOeMeT Ha Hell? — BHe3amHo ee U0 0CBETUIOCh PagoCThi0. —
3HauyuTt, Toxm egeT c Hamu!

— OKCHS, Yy MEHS HeT Ha 3TO BpeMeHH. HaM mopa oTnpaBnsiTeCs B IyTh. CaguCh B CEIJIO U MMOEXalH.
BriosHe BO3MOXKHO, 4TO B JOME ASIAU MEHS yXKe XKOYT HOBOCTU 0 OpaHyecKe. — 3aMeTUB KpaeM
rJla3a, YTO OHa He IIeBeJIbHYJach, [xKeMu noBepHycd K Heu. — Hy, 4To e1e He Tak?

9kcust pobko yIEIOHYIaCh.

— A Hu Ppa3y He CuJeJia Ha JIOIIaan. Bo BCcsiKOM Cliy4dae OfoHa.
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— Huxkorpga?.. — nmoTopui [KeMu U 3aTpsic ToJI0BOM. — [IpencTaBs, OYATO TH XOYelllb TPOAATh €€, a
MIOKYTIaTe b XKeJlaeT Y3HaTh, IIOCIIYIIHA JIU OHa, ¥ Te0e MPeaCTOUT IPOJeMOHCTPUPOBATh 9TO EMY. —
OKcHus MO/IT4Ya KMBHYJIa, IIarHy/la K JIOIIaau, 3aTeM OCTaHOBUIACh U IMOCMOTpena Ha [Jxemu. — Hy
yTO emie?

— Ton, — TUX0 poOroBOpHUIIa [eByLIKa. — f HUKOTrMa ellle He paccTaBanachk ¢ HUM. OH... OH
3abotusncs 060 MHe. HeyxKenu OH He MOXKET IT0eXaTh C HAMU?

B myme [Ixemu MMOOHSIOCH HE3HAKOMOE eMy 4yBCTBO. KoHEYHO, cKa3as oH cebe, OH yCTal
HAMpPSKEH, T09TOMY Yy HET0 BO3HUKAIOT 9MOITMH, KOTOPHIE HE BOZHUKIIU ObI TPU OOBIYHBIX
00CTOSTENBCTBAX... EMy PacxoTenock IpomoIKaTh HUTh CBOUX PACCYXKIEHUH, U OH, MIOACAAUB JKCHUIO
B CeJIo, ITOAasl el IOBO]I.

— CupeTh Ha Jiomaau ropa3no Oe3omnacHee, yeM Ha CTye. [lepeKuHb HOTY U CIIefy# 3a MHOM.

OH NpUTOTOBUII [JI HEE MYKCKOE CeJIJio, IIOTOMY UTO ellle paHblile TOA03PpeBa, YTO OHA He UMEeT
OTIbITa BEPXOBOM €31kl [Ipu MyKCKOii TocafKe Jierye JepKaThCs B CEMJIE U YIIPABIATh JKUBOTHBIM.

Brinonuus yka3anus [xxeMu, JKCUs IIOCMOTpeNa Ha Her0 PaCUIMPUBIINMUCS OT CTpaxa rjla3aMy,
Kak Obl roBops: «He Opocait meHs!». K ynusnenuio [I;keMu, eMy IIOHPABUJICS 3TOT B3TJIAA. A ellle eMy
HPaBUJIOCh TO, UTO BO BPeMs IIyTelleCcTBUS OHa OyeT 3aBUCETh OT HETO U TOIBKO OT Hero. OH
TIOJIOKUJI PYKY Ha ee HOTY, CIPSATaHHYIO IO HECKOIBKUMHU CJIOSIMU 1000K.

— 9 no3abouycsk o Tebe, Ikcus. KnsHycs! — 3aMeTuB B ee ria3ax COMHEHUE, OH YCMEXHYJICS U
no6asui: — JIoBu MoMeHT. CerogHsi Tebe IPEeICTOUT €XaTh BEPXOM.

CekyHny moKoje0aBIIKUCh, IKCHUS OTBaXKHO BCKHUHYJIA TOJIOBY.

— Ecnu TH MOXKeIIb e30UTh BEPXOM, TO U 51 CMOTY. Thl yIlakoBajl MOU PUCOBa/IbHEIE
IPUHALJIeXKHOCTU?

— Het, — oTtBetun [xxemu, c ynbiOKoH B3neTas B cenyio. — He OyneT HU yepHUI1, Hu 6ymaru, Hy
Kpacok, Hu Toma. Tonbpko MEL ¢ TOO0# fa 3Be3xbl. — C 3TUMMU CJI0BAMU OH [aJl JIoIIafgy IIeHKes.

IKCcus MocjenoBaia 3a HUM.
I'masa 20
— ¢4 HeHaBUXKY 9Ty CKOTUHY. HeHaBuxKy. HeHaBUXKYy, — Iefuna IKCUs CKBO3b 00 00JK CxKaThle 3yOHL.

Ho Gorena y Hee He TOIBKO 4emoCTh. KaxkObli ee MyCKYyJI, Kaxkaast KOCTOYKa, KaXK/blii HEPB
OyKBaJIbHO MOJIMJIY O TIOIIafie.

— XBaTHUT HHITh U Cle3ait, — notpeboBas [[:KeMu, OTJISIOLIBasE JBOP TOCTUHULIBI «30JI0TOU TyCh».

Bechb meHb OHUM CKaKalli, He OCTaHaBNIMBAsICh. ITOT OeHb MMOKA3aJICs DKCHUU CaMBbIM [JIUHHLIM B €€
xkwu3HK. OHa 10 KPOBU CTepJia BHYTPEHHIOI YacTh Oefep, TeJo JIOMUIO OT 00/, BHYTPH Y HEe BCe
IPOKajio OT MHOT0YaCOBOU TPSICKH.

— He moxeT OBITH, YTOOBI 9THX JKUBOTHHIX CO3mal ['ocmomb, — 3asiBuiIa oHa. — OHU — TBOPEHUE
IbsIBOJIA U TTpeJHA3HAYEHH! 71T TOT0, YTOOH YHUYTOXKUTH YEII0BEYECTBO.

KoGrinika, OyATo MOMHSB ee CJI0Ba, yCTaBUJIach Ha JKCHUI0 HeloOphIM B3TIssmoM. Ho meByIKa
HAXOMIMJIACh B TAKOM COCTOSIHUH, YTO TPYAHO OBIIIO TPOHYTH ee cepate. OHa Obl MpeHeOpeXKUTETHHO
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GbBIpKHYTA, ecy Obl MBI JIUIla He 00JIeNIU CTOJIb CHUIIBHO.

— OKcwus, 5 ycTan, — B3Monuics [Ixemu. — ¢ He cltan HECKOJIBKO OTHEW U aBHO HUYETO HE eJl.
[Toxxasel MeHS U CJIe3b C JIOIIagH.

— He Mmory. 4 He Mory meBenbHYTHCA. Moe Teso CI0BHO IPUMEP3IIO.

I>KeMu MIpoBeJ pyKo# 1o nmuily. EMy HUKaK He yoaBajoCh BCIIOMHUTH, II0YEeMY OH HACTOSJI Ha TOM,
4yTOOBI DKCUS IT0oexasia C HUM.

— Torpga maga¥ Ha MeHS, — IIPEJJIOXKUI OH, IPOTATHBasA K Hel pyKu. — 4 moiimMaio Tebs.

— He mory, — mpoienTasna geByIiKa, u [I)KeMyu HaKOHEII-TO IIOHSJI, YTO OHA He IIYTUT U He
U3[eBaeTCs Haf HUM.

BrionHe BO3MOXKHO, YTO B €T0 AyIlle BCKOJILIXHYJIOCH ObI COCTpafaHue, eciiu Okl OH He OB TAKUM
YCTaBIIMM U BCTPEBOXKEHHBIM. [IPUIIOAHABIINCE HA IBITIOYKY, OH 00XBAaTUI DKCHUIO 3a TAJUIO U
noTsHyaA. OHA He IBUHYJIACh C MECTA, ¥ OH, 000U/ JIOIIaab U BHIHYB €€ HOTY M3 CTPEMEeHH,
TIPEIOIPHUHSI ellle OOHY MOMLITKY. Ho Temo SKcuu Ka3anoch IepeBsIHHLIM; OHa faXe He HaKJIOHHUIACh.

I:xeMu, IPOBEAIINH TIOYTH BCIO CBOIO JKU3Hb BEPXOM, TOJIBKO Ceiyac coo6pas3ui, 4To ero mpuydanu K
cenny nocreneHHo. O4eBUOHO, TOAyMall OH, IBeHAALlaTh YaCOB HEMPEPLIBHOM CKaYKU — 3TO
CJIMILIIKOM MHOTO [JI51 TIEPBOTO Pa3a.

BricBOGOIMB TOBOM U3 PYK AEBYIIKHU, [[:KeMu 00HAPYXKHUJI, YTO OHU NEHCTBUTEILHO XOJIOMHH KaK JIef,
U B HeM CcTabeHbKMMU OTOHBKOM BCITBIXHYJIO COUYyBCTBUE. Hamo oTmaTh eit MOIKHOe: 3a BeCh IeHb OHa
HU pa3y He IT0XkKaJioBasiiack. Ecnu He CYMTATh TOTO, UTO BO BCEX MOAPOOHOCTSIX pacnuchiBajaa eMy, Kak
HeHaBUOUT jolramei. OmMHAKO OH He oOpalian 0co60ro BHUMaHUS Ha ee CJI0Ba, 3aHSTHIN JIHIIb
MBICJISIMHU O TOM, KaK OBl ITOCKOpee moOpaThCs J0 IoMa ASIIU U BRISICHUTD, €CTh JIU HOBOCTHU O
dpanuecke.

OcB06OIKB OPYTYIO HOTY DKCHH, [IKeMHU BHOBb IIOMBITAJICS CTAIIUTE €€ C cefja, Ho 0e3yCIIenIHo, Tak
KaK ee HOTH He THYJIUCE.

— Bam nmomoup? — IIOMHTEPECOBAJICA TOJICTHIA KpaCHOHI/ILIBIfl MyXK4YWHa, BUOAUMO XO034AHWH 'OCTUHUIIEI.

— Byane TaK J'II0663HBI, — OTBETUI H}KGMI/I, rigagsa Ha JKCHio, KOTOpPAas1 C IIOJIHBIM PAaBHOOYIIHEM
TapallluJiaCh Ha BEIBECKY, BUCEBIIYIO Ha[l OIBEPEIO.

Ecnu OHI ee IIeKH He 3a/iMBalia Kpacka cMyIeHus, [IxKemMu peurun O, 9T0 OHa 00yMbIBAET UIEI0 O
TOM, YTOOBI PHCOBATH BHIBECKHU OOIIIECTBEHHBIX 3aHUH.

XO035IMH TOCTUHMUITEI C OTHOM CTOPOHEI, U Ixemu — ¢ JIPYI“OI;I B3SI7IM JKCHIO 3a HOTH U IIPUIIOOHSAIIN €€
Han CenJIOM. HpOI[OJ'I}KaH ImogmepP2kKuBaTh €€ 3a CTYIIHIO, IxxeMu 00XBATHJI €€ 3a TaJIHIO 1 MOMBITAJICS
CHSTH C JIOLIAAX, HO IIOHSJI, YTO 9TO HEBO3MOZXKHO, TaK KaK €€ HOT'H He cru0anuch ¥ OCTABAJIMCh
PacCCTaBJIEHHBIMU Ha IMUPUHY Ce[Jia.

— I'M... 9-9, — 00paTHUiICsS OH K XO35IMHY TOCTUHHUIIEL. ['0Ibl, TPOBEOEHHEIE Ha TIOJIIX CPAaXKeHUH, He
TIOITOTOBUIIM €T0 K 1MoA00HO#M cuTyanuu. — MoXKeT, Bbl IIPOCTO BEIBEUTE JIOMIAb U3-II0 Hee, —
IIPE[IJIOKUII OH.

— Jla, KOHEYHO, — OTBETHJI TOT, CIEPKUBAS CMeX. B ero rirazax mperaayd 4ePTUKH.
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OTHYCTI/IB HOT'Y IKCHUH, X035IMH TOCTUHMUITHI B351/I JIOIIAAh 3a ITOBOM 1 IIOTAHYII €€ 3a coboii. 2KuBOTHOE
Caeliajio HECKOJIBKO IIaroB 1 BBIIIJIO U3-IIOO OEBYIIKH.

Korpga xo3stuH 00epHYJICS U YBUAEN, KaK [[)KeMu OepKUT Ha PyKax DKCHI0, pacCTaBlIeHHbEIe HOTH
KOTOPOY HAallOMMHAIOT POTATUHY, OH IIOHSJI, YTO OOJIbIIIE He MOXKET COePXKUBATh CMeX, 1, IPUKPHIB
PYKO¥M POT, CKPBIJICS B IBEPSIX TOCTAHUIIHL.

I>xeMu He 3HaJ, YTO [IeNlaTh C JEBYIIKON: Beb €CJIM OH IIOCTABUT €€ Ha 3eMJII0, OHa BPSJ JIU
yIepXKUTCS Ha HOTrax, pa3BedeHHBIX IIOUYTH Ha TpU QyTa.

— A He cecTb 11 Te6e? — HEeyBEPEHHO ITPOU3HEC OH.
— V MeHs Bce OOTUT, — OTBETUIA DKCHUS. — M SATOOUITE], ¥ BHYTPEHHOCTH. £ O[HA CIIJIOLTHAS PaHa.

— Ia, HO... — Hayvas Ob10 [IKeMHu U BAPYT COOOPA3UII, YTO OHM U TaK CJIKIIKOM HOJITO CTOSIT IIOCPEOH
IBOpA.

Be3 MUIIHUX pa3roBOPOB OH 3aKUHYJ JKCHIO Ha IIJIeY0, PEIUB COOCTBEHHBIMU CHIaMU BEPHYTD €€
HOTY B eCTECTBEHHOE II0JI0KeHHe. JTa 3aada 0oKasajaachk ropa3fo TPygHee, YeM OH Mpefmosiarall.
Io6paBIuCh 10 ee IMKOIOTOK, OH YK€ PafoBajCs TOMY, YTO JDKCUS MaJleHbKas, a ero PyKH
[IMHHEIE, MHaY€e eMy OBl HUKOT/]a He BHITOJTHUTD 3a[yMaHHOT0. YXBAaTUBIIKChH 3a JIOABIKKH, OH HaYall
CMIBUTAThb €€ HOTH, CJIOBHO 3TO OBUIH JIE3BUST OTPOMHBIX PKABHIX HOXKHHUIL. A TO, YTO DKCHUS CTOHANA OT
6O0JIH, JTUIIH YCIOXKHSIIIO EJO.

Ho Bce ke [[kKeMu npeycries, ¥ B 9TOM €My IIOMOTJIA €r0 CUjla U HaCTOMYUBOCTh. [laB JKcuu
HEMHOTO0 IIePefoXHyTh y ce0s Ha IJlede, OH OCTOPOKHO IIOCTaBUII ee Ha 3eMJII0 Iiepes co00M.
OnHaxo, efBa OH yOpas pyKH, ee HOTHM ITOJOTHYJINCh, ¥ OHA Hayasa IafaTh.

II>xxemu ogaepzxKar ee.
— IIa xBaTUT Tebe, Y4epTeHOK. JIOBU MOMEHT — 3a0nina? JKCUS yCTpeMuia Ha HEro TSKeJIbId B3TJISA.
— 4 651 ¢ 60IBIIMM YAOBOIBCTBHEM OTJIOBUIIA 3TY JIOIIAMb U Ilepepe3asa eii ropio. f 0wl noiiMarna...

I>xeMu OOHSITI ee 3a IIJIEUM U TIOBEJT K rocTHHUIlE. [[eByIIKa efiBa IIepefiBUraia HOTH, TI03TOMY eMY
IPUXOOUIIOCE ITIOYTH HECTH €e.

B rmaBHOM 3aj1€ TOCTHHHIIEI CTOSIJIO YEeTHIPE CTONIMKA. 3a TPEMS CHJIeIH ITIOCETUTEIIH, a YeTBEPTHIH, B
manbHEeM yTiy, Obis1 cBoOomeH. [[:KeMu HallpaBUICS K HeMy, 00paTHB BHUMaHUE Ha TO, YTO X03IUH
yKe YCITell MOJI0KUTh Ha KECTKYI0 NEePEBIHHYIO CKaMbi0 TPU TOTYIIKH.

HpI/I BUOE HUX Y 9KcuM Ha riasax BBICTYIIHJIN CJIE3HI. Ona IIpoImenTana X03AUHY TOCTUHHUIIEL «d
70010 Bac», ¥ TOT 3apaesiCd OT YAROBOJIbLCTBHU .

Bo3My1ieHHEIN ee KOKETCTBOM, [[2KeMU TOBOJIbHO I'Py00 IOATONKHYII ee K CKaMbe.

CeB, Okcus 0JI0XKWIa TOJIOBY Ha PyKU ¥ MTHOBEHHO 3acCHYJIa. [IpOCHYBUINCEH OT BUTABIINX BOKPYT
Hee alleTUTHHIX 3allax0B, OHa pa30ynguna [[:keMu, KOTOPHIM 3aCHYJI IOYTHA ONHOBPEMEHHO C Hell,
PaCTSHYBIIKCH Ha CKaMbe.

— Emp, — ckazamna OEBYIIIKa, ITOOBUTad €My OJIOBAHHYIO MUCKY.

Ho [IxxeMu mmokauarn TOJIOBOM U B HECKOJIBKO TJIOTKOB OIIOPOZKHMUII KPYZKKY C 3JIEM.
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— BoI myTeInecTBeHHUKHU? — TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS X03SHMH, YbH Tla3a 3aKUTaJINCh OTHEM KaXKObIH pas,
KOTZla OH CMOTpeJI Ha JKCHui0. — BaM 1 maMe Hy:KHa KOMHATa Ha HO4b? — 00paTUICS OH K [[2KeMH.

— Opa, — c 9HTYy3Ha3MoM 0TBeTuNa JKCUsi. — M 4To-HUbyab MATKOE U 3-3... IJTocKoe. CoBceM
nyiockoe. KpoBaTh. X039WH YCMEXHYJICA.

— V MeHs caMble IIJTIOCKKMe KPOBAaTH BO Bced AHTIMHU. M OHM He [IBUTAIOTCS, TIOKA BB CAMM UX HE
OJBUHETEe, — MO00ABYII OH U ITOIMUTHYI DKCHUY, UCIILITAB HellepeqaBaeMoe HaclaxaeHue, Koroa ee
IIIeYKY OKPaCUJl 04apOBaTeIbHEIN PyMSHeIl.

— MsI 6epeM Ballly JIy4IIyi0 KOMHATy, — PafloOCTHO 06BbsIBUTIA IE€BYIIKA.

II>KeMu TIOHSIJI, YTO OH He B CHUJIaX IIPETBOPUTH B XKU3Hb CBOM IJIaH IPOHOJIXKUTH IyTEIIeCTBHE MOCTIe
obema. B ToM cOCTOSTHUY, B KAKOM OH HaXOOUTCS ceidac, OT Hero He OymeT HUKAKOM MMOIb3El, TaK Kak
OH He CMOXKET 3aluTUTh Hi ®paHuecKy, Hu Koro-mubo apyroro. OH cobuparncs mo6paThCs m0 JoMa
OSIO¥ K Beuepy, HO, 3aMEeTHUB, YTO IKCHUH TSIKEJI0 CKaKaTh C TAKOM CKOPOCTHIO, MoeXall MefieHHee. B
pe3ynbTaTe UX XKIET ellle MONIHS MyTH. K ToMy 3Ke 1moce CIeKTaKIIsi CO CHITUEM DKCHHM C JTOIIAIH,
OB1710 OBI 2KECTOKO 3aCTaB/ISATH €€ BHOBb CAOUTHCS Ha JIOIIAMdb.

— JIBe KOMHATHI, — ITOIIPABUJI OH JKCU0. — HaMm moHagoOsTCS 1Be KOMHATHI.

— OH XpamuT, — MoCHelHo 00bsICHUIIA OHA, TI0UYeMY-TO He XKeJlasi, YTOObI KTO-11u00 3Hasl, YTO OHU C
I>xeMu He KeHaATH. — C HUM HeJIb351 HaXOMUTHCS B OMHON KOMHATe.

Ycnuimae crnoBa OEBYIIIKYW, OOWH N3 CUOEBIIUX K HUM CIIMHOM TOCETUTENnen TIOBEPHYIICA U YCTABUJICA
Ha Hee.

— V MeH$ eCcTh TOIBKO OOHA CBOOOOHAS KOMHATa, — CKa3aJ X03sauH. — Ho BEH MoXKeTe cIIaTh B
KOHIOIIHE, — 00paTuics oH K [[3)KeMu, — Jiolajied Bbl He T0OECIIOKOUTE.

I>KeMu, 0OCTaTOYHO MPOCHYBIIUNCS OJIS TOT'0, YTOOBI 3aHATHLCSA €01, TOXKE 3aMeTHII
TapaIlXBIIErocs Ha JKCUI0 He3HAKOMIlA, HO HUYeM He IOoKa3aJl 9TOro.

— KaxeTcs1, ceroiHst HOUb0, floporas, Tebe IPUOETCS CMUPUTLCS C MOMM XPaIloM.

— O? — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OKCUS U IIOCMOTpEeJIa Ha X03s1uHa. — [lymaro, Apyroro BEIXOAa Y MEHS HeET.
[IpupeTcss MHE CMUDPUTHCH.

Kauas ronoBo#, X035IMH HaIllpaBUICS K KyxHe. DKCHUS Ype3BblUaliHO 3aMHTepecoBaja ero, ¥ oH OBl C
PamoCThIO PAa3MECTHUII €€ B CBOEN KOMHATE, MyCTh Jake OHa OBl ¥ 2KaJT0Bajach Ha €ro Xparl.

OOpapgoBaHHasl TeM, YTO IIOM HEW HET 3TOM YePTOBOM KOHSTH, IKCUS BOCIIPSJIa JyXoM U 0OHapyXKUIa,
YTO roJI0fHAa, Kak 3Bepb. OTOpBaB O0/IBIION KyCOK MITKOW TOBSIOUHLI, OHA IPUHSJIAChH AllIETUTHO
KeBaThb, TO U OeJIO IOrJIAAbIBas Ha [IKeMu.

— Kakue mbICcu KPYTATCA B TBOEU O‘-I&pOB&TGJ'IbHOfI T'OJIOBKE? — OCBE€JOMHUIICA TOT, HE IIOOJHUMAA
TJIas.

— Huxkaxkwue. Tol el CTBUTEIBHO Xpal'II/II.T.IB? IIxxeMu OKHMHYII €€ TaKUM B3TJIAO0M, OT KOTOPOTo en
CTaJIO &KapPKo.

— Jlo cuX TOp HUKTO HE XKaJjloBaJics.

— JI>xeMu, — HAKJIOHUJIACh K HeMy OKCHS, HO [I)KeMU IPOofoIKai eCThb.
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— He TOBOPH 3TOI0, — IIEIIOTOM IIPEenyIpenui OH, 1 JKCHUS CO B3[IOXOM IIepeKIInYdnjia CBoe
BHHMaHHWE Ha MACO.

IIBa yaca CITyCTsI, OKA3aBIIKUCh B KOMHATE, KOTOPYIO UM IIPEOOCTaBUIT XO3SWH TOCTUHUIIE, DKCHS
oOHapyxkuia, 4To [IKeMu PeIlusI CllaTh Ha MoIy. BEIMAS Ha HECKOIBKO MUHYT, YTOOH JaTh e
pas3meThCs, OH BEPHYJICS U, BCTaB B lIEHTPE KOMHATEI, IPHUHSJICS CHUMATh OeXay ¥ aKKypaTHO
BelllaTh ee Ha CIMHKY CTyJIa.

— OKkcus, Korga-Hubynb Tebe MPeICTOUT BHIUTU 3aMyK, II09TOMY 51 OCTaBII0 TeOsT TaKoW, KaKou
BCTpeTun. f cnam Tebs Ha PyKU TBOEMY OIEKYHY, KOTOPHIN OyZ#eT 3aIuiaTh TeOsI TOUHO TaK Xe, KakK
. {1 He co01a3HsA0 TeX, KTO HAaXOAUTCS HAa MOeM IIONIeYeHU .

— Kpome ®panyecku. Thl Tak ¥ HE CMOT YAEPKATHCS, YTOOH HEe OTPOHYTHCS [0 HEe.
— VBepeH, Tebe TpeKpacHO U3BECTHO: ST HU pa3y He JOTParuBascs Ao Hee.

— Ho xoren 6&1, ma?

II>keMu ces Ha CTYJI, YTOOBI CHSTh TaMallly.

— T5I peBHYyeIIb?

— Her, ecTecTBeHHO HeT. { HUKOr[a He peBHOBasla K OpaHuecke. — OKCUA IIOI0XKUJIA PYKU Ha
rosioBy. — [IpocTo MHe m1000nEITHO. OgHAXKAB Y MeHS OyAeT My, ¥ MHE XOTeJIoCh OBl 3HaTh, YeT0
XKpaTb. — OHa omATH IOCMOTpeia Ha [IxKeMu. — JT0 NPUATHO?

9TOT Bompoc pa30yau BOCTIOMUHAHUS 0 HOYM, IPOBENEHHOM ¢ [[2KEMU, O TOM, KaK ero pyku
o0HUMasu ee, KaK OH IeJI0Ball ee.

«[ToxkanyicTa, y3Hail MeHsI, — efiBa He BOCK/IMKHYJIa OHA. — Y3Hall BO MHe Ty, KOTOPYIO mobui. Yu
Ta HOUb HUYEM He OT/JIMYaach OT THICSY APYTHUX U HUYETO He 3HaUMIIa s Tebs?»

— He cMoTpu Ha MeHd TaK, IKCHUS, — MOMPOCHUI [IKeMu.

— Kak — Tak? — B romoce fieByIIKHY CIIHIIIAJICS OT3BYK 00yYpEBABIINX €€ 9MOLUH.
Ha cekynny [IkKeMu MPUKPHIJ I'1a3a, CIIOBHO cOOMpPasiCh C CUTaMH.

— DKcCus, 51 KUBOU YEJI0BEK, a THL...

— Yrto — g, IxeMu”?

— KpacuBa, — 0TBETHII OH, 3aT€M COpPBaJ C KPOBATH OMEsio, OPOCUT ero Ha IOJT U, 3aBEPHYBIIKCH B
HEero, KaK HeOOHOKPATHO Hejiajl BO BpeMsi HOYEBOK O[T OTKPHITEIM HEO0M, OTBEPHYJICS OT JKCHUH.

HecKobKO MUHYT DKCHS MOJT4a CMOTpeJia B IIOTOJIOK U yikOanacs.
— Kpacusa, — mpoienTasna oHa.

E# x0Tenoch, 4TOOH 9TO MTHOBEHME — MTHOBEHHE MEUTAHUN U HAC/TaXIeHUs MOgapeHHBIM
KOMITJIMMEHTOM — [JIAJIOCh Be4HO. Kak Ke MPUSATHO CIBIIaTh PAAOM TUXoe gbixanue [[xxemu! «OH He
XpamnuT», — rnoayMasa oHa. Ho Bpsip nu OBl OHa Bo3pazxKaia, faxe eciid OBl OH Xparell.

CrmycTs HEKOTOpoe BpeMs OHa 3acCHYyJIa.
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— Tloxany#icra, [xKeMH, — MOIUJIa DKCUs, TJISAOS Ha HETO CBOUMU YIUBUTEIIbHEIMU TJIa3aMU. —
[Toxanyucra!

Oun 3aBTPAKaJIX B I'JIaBHOM 3aJjie TOCTUHHUIIEI, UX CTOJI OBLT YCTaBJIEH BCEBO3MO2KHBIMHU SICTBAMH.
— He CMOTPH Ha MEHA TdK B HE IIPOU3HOCHU MOE€ MM TakK.

— He Ha3wiBaTh TeOs [Ixemu? O, 3Ha4YUT, MHe cliefilyeT obpaiaThcs K Tebe «nopp Hxemu»? U 310
II0CJIe TOTO, KaK MBI BMECTe IIPOBEJIH HOYb?

Ee cnoBa BeI3Banu y [I2KeMH CMeX, 4ero OHa U fo0uBasace.

— TrI MpeKpacHO 3HaEellb, YTO S AaXKe IasblieM He MPUKOCHYJCA K Tebe, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO THI,
EBuHa Jouka, IHITAIach COOIA3HUTh MEHS.

— Iaxe u He oyMmana! — Bo3pa3uia JKcus. — A mpocTo 3afana Tebe mapy BOIPOCOB.
— I'm. Emmmb, HaM HaOo exaTh.
— {l He HaMepeHa BHOBb CafiuThCA Ha 9TO UCYaAue afa, — YIPSIMO 3asiBUJIa AeBYILIKa.

— W Bce Xe TH moefeIb BepxoM. Thl YBUOUII, UTO 3TO HE TAK MyUYHTEJIbHO, Kak Tebe... — [IxkeMu
3aMoJT4all, BCIIOMHUB, KaK CEeTOMHST YTPOM ITOMOTa DKCUM CIIyCKAThCs BHM3: OHA CTOHAJA MpU
KaXoM Irare. — J1o oMa [siiy 0CTaJIoCh COBCeM HEMHOT0. M Tebe 04eHb TOHPABUTCST MOSI TETKA.
OHa c pagocThio OymeT 3a60TUTLCS 0 Tebe.

— 4 xouy moexaTb ¢ TOGO.

— Mp&I Bo3BpalllaeMcs K 9TOU TeMe yXKe IIeCTOU pa3 3a YTPo. Thl He MOXKEIIb IyTeIIeCTBOBATh CO
MHOH, IIOTOMY 4TO 51 He 3Halo, KyJa noeny. EDMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MHE M3BECTHO, — UTO 3aIlIUCKy MHE
IPULITIOT B IOM ASOH, ¥ TaM 5 Y3Halo, KT0 noxuTuil PpaHyecKy U KaKOU BEIKYII OH X04eT. {1 moeny
TyZa, Kyga OH CKaXer.

— Bbe3 MeHs1, — cepauTo 3aMeTusa JKCHs.

— Ila, 6e3 Te6s1. — [I:KeMu HaKPHII ee PYKY cBoer. — Tam Tebe OymeT xopoino. Mos TeTKa IpoCTO
npenects. OHA... OHa pa3BiedeT Te0s. Thl CMOXKEITh PUCOBATH [JIS HEe.

— Ouu uyxue. OHM uyXkue MHe nmogu. Hy moueMy MHe HeJb3s oexaThb ¢ To60#? Benp ®paHuecka
MOs Ky3uHa, 3a0b11?

— JKcus4, nocnymau. MHe IpuaeTcs CKakaTh BO BECh OIIOp, a THl He yMeelllb e30UTh BepxoM. [la u
B0OO11Ie BCS 1oe37Ka onacHa. Kto Ovl HU yepxkuBan ®paHuecKy... — [I2KeMu OTBEPHYJICS, He XKejas
OyMaTb O TOM, YTO MOXKET IIPOU30UTH. — TaM HeT [y Tebst MecTa. Thl Oyelb TOIbKO MeIlaTh.

OKcHsl MpayHO BOAMIa HOXKOM 110 cTony. Ee 00MXKaso To, 4YTO ee OCTaBINIIOT C YyKUMHU JIIOAbMH.
OpHa cpemu 4yXKHuX — ee XKOeT HacTosIui KommMap! KpoMe Toro, et mo 6011 He XOTET0Ch
paccraBaThCs ¢ [:xxkeMu. OHUM ObIIM 3HAKOMBI HELOJITO, HO ceivac y Hee BO3HUKIIO OIIylleHue, 6yaTo
OHM 3HAIOT APYT OpYyra Iefyi0 BeYHOCTE.

— Emp! — npuka3san oH, 3aMeTUB ee IIPUCTAJIBHEIN B3TJIAL.

9Kcus COﬁpaHaCB OBLIIO OTBETUTD, HO e IToMelIa MY}KCKOI;I ToJioC.
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— 3TO0 BB, — 3asIBUJI HE3HAKOMEII, IIIsAns Ha [I:keMu. — MHe elre BYe€pPa IMOKa3aJIOCh, 4YTO 3TO BEI, HO
s COMHEBAJICA.

— A KTO 51, OCMETIOCh CITPOCUTS, MO-BaleMy? — YesoBek ¢ GpyproHa. Ilobegutens gpakoHa. Y [IxxeMu
IIepexBaTUIIO AbIXaHUE.

— Bul Bupenu ¢yprou? — BcTpenenysncs oH. — Korma? ['me?
— OH HampasJsIcs Ha IoT.
— JTOro He MOXKeT ObITh, — BO3pa3un [IxxemMu. — MHe CKa3asu...

BpocuB B3rnag Ha OKCUI0, OH Cpa3y MOHAJ, YTO OHa 0 HeM gyMaeT. UYTo oH jxkeT. Kak roBopusiocs B
3anucke, [I;xeMu 0oJizKeH OB eXxaTh Ha 3almafi K CBoeMy Asife U XKpaaTh TaM. Ho ecinu Gypron
HaIpaB/IsSEeTCS Ha 0T, 3HAYUT, OHU He JOTOHSIOT ero, a Hao00POT, YHaSIIOTCS OT HETO.

— Bl Bupenu, KTo mpaBuil GyproHoM? — IPONOJIKUI CBOM PACCIIPOCH! [IKeMH.

— Koneuno. Kpymueii myxunta. C HuM OblTa XKeHIIWHA, Ta caMasi, KOTopas HapuCOBaHa Ha CTeHKe
Q)ypI‘OHa. Mz oT OyIIx IMMOCMEANINCh Hall TeM, YTO 3TOT MYy2K4YHMHA, JOBOJIBHO HerI/IBHeKaTeHBHBII;I,
OBl 1300pakKeH NCTUHHEIM KpacaBiieM. 1 B XKU3HHU He BUIe 00jIee MOTPSICAONINX PUCYHKOB. A BaM
M3BECTHO, YTO MX HapKCOBasa Ta JaMa u3 pyprora? OHa o4eHb IOAPOOHO paccKa3ala HaM, Kak
paboTana.

— OyproH pa3pucosasa 5, — BMelanach JKCus, nogHuMascs. — OpaHdecka He CIIOCOOHA...
IIKeMu CKaJjl ee IJIeY0, ¥ OHA BEIHYK[IeHa Oblla CECTk.

— MEHI HUIIIeM 3TUX J'[IOJIefI, — CIIOKOMHO 00BSICHUII OH, — 1 MEL 6y11eM O4Y€eHb paakbl, €CJIIX BEI IIOMOXKETE
HaM.

— Heyxemnu 9T0 BH pacmucanu GyproH? — U3yMUIICS He3HAKOMeIl, TS Ha DKCHUI0. [[KeMU TSIKEJI0
B3[IOXHYL.

— OHa HaNWIIeT Balll IOPTPET ¥ MOPTPETH BAIlIUX APY3€i, eCJIM BBl pacCKaxkeTe MHEe BCE, YTO
3HaeTe. — 3aMeTHB, UTO My>KUYKHa He OTPHIBAET B3TJIsAa OT DKCUHU, OH noOaBun: — OHa nu300pa3uT
BAC PhIIIapeM B IIOJTHBIX JOCIIEXaX.

— 4 Bupmen Gyprox oBa gHS Ha3a[l, — HAKOHEIl 3aTOBOPUII He3HaKoMell. — Celiyac OH, HaBEpHOE,
Iajexo.

— A xak xenmuHa? C Hell Bce B nopsAake? Eil HU4ero He yrpoxaet?
— OHa [§ocTaTOYHO X0POIIo ce0s 9YyBCTBYET, UTOOH BpaTh, — OYpPKHYyJa JKCHUS.

— ¢ Huyero Takoro He 3aMeTui. KaxeTcs, OHa BceM Oblita oBOIbHA. OHU YCTPOUITUCH HA HOYJIET
BO3JIe IOPOTH, ¥ MyXK4YHHA YXaXKHUBaJl 3a HEl TaK, CJIOBHO OHA KOPOJieBa AHTJIHH.

— Teneps HET HUKAKUX COMHEHUHU: 3TO OeUCTBUTEIbHO OpaHUecKa.
I>KeMu TIHYJ ee HOTOM IOf CTOJIOM, YTOOH OHa 3aMoJjIdaria.

— A Kax BHITJIAAEN MyKurHa? YTo BBl MOXKeETe CKa3aTh 0 HeM, KPOMe TOT'0 YTO OH KPYITHBIN?
He3HakoMell mozkaJ IjiedaMu.

HcneiTaHHE CTPACTHIO 139 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

— Jla B HEM HET HUYEro IIpuMeYdaTeJIbHOT 0. KamraHOBEIE BOIOCHI. KapI/Ie rjIa3a. HeB3pa‘-IHbeI, HO U
He ypom. He YBE€PEH, 9YTO Y3HAIO €TI0, €CJIK eIlle Pa3 BCTPedy.

I:xeMu B IpOCTU yAapuiI KyJIaKOM 110 CKaMbe: Y HeTO CBefieHu# He G0Jblle, 4YeM IoT9aca Ha3af.
— Ila, BOT TOIBKO €T0 yX0, — BMEMIAJICS B PA3rOBOP eIlle ONUH MyKYHUHa.
— O ;ma, — corylacuics nepBeil. — Y HEro MOJIOBUHA yXa. BepxHss yacTh cpe3aHa.

[>xeMU oIlapalleHo 3aCThlJI, 3aTeM ero I'yOrl Me[JIeHHO PaCTSHYJIUCh, U OH PacXOXOTaJICs, 3aKUHYB
rosoBy. [IpucyTcTByIoNIMEe U3YMIEHHO YCTABUIUCh HA HETO.

HakoHel eMy ymanoch CIIPaBUTHLCS C COOOM.
— TI'enpu OnuBep, — 3asBUIT OH C TAKUM BHUOOM, OyITO 9TO MMS BCe OOBSICHSIIIO.

I>xeMu OT myIu 1moOarogapuil He3HAKOMIIEB, OT KOTOPHIX ITOYYUIT CTO/Ib IIEHHYI0 HHGOPMAIIHIo, a
KOTZla Te YIIJIH, 3aHSJICS €0,

MuHOBAJIO IATh MUHYT, IpeXkae YeM JDKCHs cooOpas3uiia, YTo OH He HaMepeH 4To-Tu00 paccKa3klBaTh
en.

— Trl Tak u Oygemb MoT4yaTh? — BO3MYILIEHHO OCBEJOMUJIACh OHA. [[:KeMU XUTPO YIBIOHYIICS, ¥ OHA
goramanach, 4YTO OH MPOCTO MCILITHIBAET €€ TeplneHue. — PaccKaswBail! — mpoliequia oHa.

— I'erpu OnuBep 6e3BpefeH. JIydie HET0 HUKTO He mo3abotutcs o ®panyecke. Eit HUUTO He
yrpoxkaer.

— Ho on xke noxutun ee! HaBepHsiKa OH IpecienoBal KaKyo-TO 1eb. [[0KHO OBITh, OH MOTpebyeT
BHIKYII 3a... — OTJIAEeBLINCH 10 CTOPOHAM, DKCHS YIOCTOBEPHUIACh, YTO UX HUKTO He CJIBIIIHUT. — ...3a
HacnegHuly MelgeHxosna.

— Ienwru 'eHpu He BONMHYIOT. OH MTOXUTHUII €€ Pafy JII00BH.
— On mobut ®paHyecky? — C HEJOBEPUEM CIIPOCHIIa DKCHUS.

— Her, on mo6uTt moto cectpy bepenrapuio. Eme korga Mbl ObUIH OETEMU, OH IIBITAJICS TOOUTHCS
TOTO, YTOOHI eMy II000€eIany ee PyKy.

— Ho TBI He pa3peluusn UM MOXKEeHUThCI ?
— OnuBep Ty Kak mpodxa.
— A-a, Torza BIo/IHE BEPOSTHO, YTO PpaHUeCcKa eMy IIOHpaBUIach. POOCTBEHHbIE OYIIIN.

— Her, Hert, TH He noHsana. ONUBED NEUCTBUTENBHO OypadoK. OH BEPUT BCEMY, YTO €My I'OBOPAT,
HallpuMep, YTO NeHbI'W HaXOOMAT B Ilellepax B AQpuke. B meTcTBe MBI YacTO UTpaiu B IPSTKY, U OH
IIDOCTO 3aKphIBAJI I7la3a — OH Tak IpsATasncs. OnuBep CYUTall, YTO, €CJIM OH HUKOIO He BUUT, TO U
ero HAKTO He BUIUT.

— Ilonaraio, OH MAaBHO BHIPOC M3 9TOTO, — 3aMeTHUIa JKCHS, BCIOMUHAS, YTO B JETCTBE el ToXe
YaCTO CJIy4asioch ORITh IPEIMETOM YbHX-TH00 HaCMEIIeK HIIM U3IeBaTe/IbCTB. — BO3MOXKHO,
TIOB3POCIIEB...
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I>KeMu IPUTIOHSIT ONHY OPOBB.

— B mpounom romy B ero kaMmeHHOM ambGape o6pa3oBajach AbIpa ¥ TyAa MOBAJUINCH XOOUTh KPHICHL.
Torpa OnuBep pa3pyimt ambap, a 3ePHO CKeT, YTOOR OHO He JOCTAaI0Ch KPBICAM.

— Ho nouyemy oH mpoCTO He 3afieNiai geIPYy? — YAUBHUIIACH DKCUS. — A, TIOHSITHO, — IIOCTIE TTay3bl
IIPOU3HECsIa OHAa U OTXIe0HYya 97151, — OH U3 TeX, KTO IMOKYIaeT «IPAKOHOBY TKaHb».

II>KkeMu 3acMesncs.

— Kaxk ato Hu cTpanHo, ['eHpu Hemmoxou 0u3HecMeH. K ToMy ke OH 0o4eHb ynpsiMm. Huuto He
CII0COOHO OCTAHOBUTH €TI0, ECIIU OH K YEMY-TO CTPeMUTCS. ETo HEBO3MOXKHO 1epeyOeuTh,
Oecrone3Ho B3bIBATh K €T0 3gpaBoMy cMEICTy. Eciu OnuBep permus, 4To UMEHHO OH X04YeT U CKOJIBKO
HaMepeH 3a 3TO 3alJIaTUTh, HUUTO €r0 He OCTaHOBHUT.

— A ceifyac OH 3aXO0TeJl TBOIO CECTPY.

— OH Bcerza ee x0Teql. 3Has ero, MOXKHO C TIOJIHOM YBEPEHHOCTBIO YTBEPKIATh, UTO OH OyIEeT XOTeTh
ee 10 cCaMOM CMePTH U TaK ¥ YMpPET C 3TUM XKeJlaHUuEeM.

— Ho 6e3 TBOei cecTphl.
— Iloka 51 XKWB, eMy ee He BUIaTh KaK CBOUX yIIE€H, — B THEBE 3asiBUN [[KeMH.

— A oHa o4eHb KpacuBa, He Tak nu? 1o cmoBam ropuuyHou, OnuBep ckKa3san, 4yTto dpaHyecka —
BTOpAs KpacaBulla, BCTPeYEHHAs UM 3a BCIO €T0 XKU3Hb.

— [la, bepenrapus kpacuBa, — orBeTun [xkemu. — ['enpu OnuBep no3abotutcs o OpaHyecke u
IIPeJoCTaBUT el Bce nydiiee. OH He 3nomamMaTeH. OH HUKOTIa He XKaJioBajicsd Ha Moero GpaTa
OpBapha U faxke He 3JIUJICS Ha Hero 3a TO, YTO TOT JOBOJIBHO XKeCTOKO u3aeBasicsa Hag HUM. OH
CYHMTaJ, YTO DABaApH YOEsIeT eMy CTOIbKO BHUMAHUS IIOTOMY, YTO JIIOOUT €ro.

OKCHUS TTOMOPIIUIIAChH.

— §1 CAMIIKOM XOpOIIo 3HA0, YTO Ybe-TH00 YCHIeHHOe BHUMAHNE BOBCE He SIBJISETCS IPOSIBIEHHEM
mio6Bu. — OHa Opocuia Ha [IKeMU KOKEeTIMBEIN B3TJISA[, HafesaCh BEITSHYTh U3 HETO YBEPEHUS B TOM,
YTO OH JIIOOUT ee.

Ho [I>xeMu MUl MOAMUTHYII €.
[IBa yaca cmycTsl, KOrga JKCHS Hamucasla IOPTPETH BCEX IMOCTOSIblIEeB TOCTUHUIIE, [IKeMU 00BIBUI:
— Hawm nopa exarts.

— Kyma? — cnpocuna feByIlKa, OTKIagbiBasi CBOM PHCOBAJIbHBIE TPUHAIJIE2KHOCTH, KOTOPHIE, KaK
oKasasnock, [I2keMu Bce XKe B3sJI ¢ CO00i B HOPOTY.

— HaBepnska ['enpu nose3 ®paHuecky K cebe gomoi. ETo momecTbe Hefameko oT Moero. f moeny 3a
®panueckol, HO IIpexkae A0CTaBo Te0s K TeTke. [loxkamnyiicTa, DKCHs, He CIIOPh CO MHOU. { yxe
MIPUHS PelleHne.

— U Gecrmone3Ho B3LIBATh K TBOEMY 3IPAaBOMY CMBICITY, Ha?

— BoBce HerT.
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— Ho nmouemy ke Torfia 1 He MOTY ImoexaTh ¢ To001? OcoOEHHO IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK CTajl0 U3BECTHO, YTO
TIOXUTUTEIIb — Bcero nulih ['enpu Onusep? TH Ke cKalall, 4To oH Oe3omaceH. O, mpory Tebs,
Ixewmu, y Te6s1 He OymeT co MHOYU ITpoOieM.

— TerI co3maens MHe TPoOIeMEI, faxe KOrma CIUIb. DKCHUS, He CMOTPY Ha MeHs Tak. Pa3Be TH He
[IOHUMaeIlb, YTO HaM He MPUCTAJIOo yTelleCTBOBaTh BABOeM? TBO ONeKyH, MeugeHxo, JOBePul
Tebs MHe. Kak, 1o-TBoeMy, BRITJISIOUT TO, UTO MH efieM 4YyTh JIX He Yepe3 BCI0 AHTIIHIO BOBOEM,
TOJIBKO THI ¥ 51?7 A TIpoIiyiasi HOYb — TO, YTO MBI CITaJI B OOHOM KOMHAaTe, — BOOOIle HU B KaKue
BOPOTa He Jie3eT.

— MelifieHX0/JI YBEPEH, UTO Tl HE IOTPOHEIIbCS 00 MeHs, — MpeHe0peKUTENbHO IIPOTr0BOpPHUIa
Okcus. — Benb oH moragbiBaeTcst, YTo Te0SI MHTEPECYIOT TOJIBKO JeHbIU. [[KeMu MoHeC K Ty6am ee

PYKY.

— BoT TyT, moporas, Tkl omubaelbCcsi, — TUXO MPOU3HeC 0H. — Ecinu Obl 51 ObIT CBOOOMIEH ¥ Ha MEHS
He JaBuIa He0OXOOUMOCTh BEITOJHO KEHUTHCS, 5T OBl yXaKMBaJI TOJIBKO 3a TO0O, 1 TH ObI Uepes aBa
OHS 3ampocua noiagsl. Xo3sauH! Cyer, moxanyucra.

9kcus cMoTpena Ha [[2KeMu pacIIMPUBIIMMUCS OT BOCTOPTa Ila3aMHu.
— ToI OBl MEVCTBUTENIBHO TAK HeJlan? — IPOIIeINTaa OHa.
Ho [Ixxemu, moryoiieHHbIN 6eceqoi ¢ X035IMHOM, He YCIIbIIIal ee.

BcroMHUB, 4TO OHM ye3KaloT, DKCHUS 3agyMasiach Hafl TeM, KakK mepeyoenuTh [I:KeMU U 3aCTaBUTh
ero B3STh ee ¢ coboit. «Ecmu 51 moeny ¢ To60H, Tebe He MPUAETCS TPATUThL BPEMS Ha TO, YTOOH
OTBO3UTh MEHS K TETKE» — TaKOe Ha Hero He mopeicTByeT. Cle3sl ¥ XKamo0kl Ha TO, YTO el CTPallHO
0CTaBaThCA C UyKUMHU JTIOObMU, He TPOHYT ero. Ecnu oHa cKaxkeT, 4To O0UTCS THEBa MelileHX0Ja,
OH JIUIIIb MOPTHET U OTBEPHETCS. YTP0o3a, UTO OHa COEKUT OT HETO ¥ PUHETCST B PACIIPOCTEPTHIE
00bsiTus JIaknaHa TuBepineMa, BEI3OBET ¥ HETO CMeX. A €CITH OHA 3asBUT, YTO CBSIKET IIPOCTHIHU U
c6exXuT Yepe3 OKHO U3 [IOMA €T [AIAH, OH MPOCTO PACXOX0YETCS BO BCE TOPJIO.

Tonbko Korpa [:keMu IofBes JKCHIO K KIaBIIMM UX BO JBOPE TOCTUHUIIH JIOIIAAAM, eBYIIKa CO
BCEU OTUETIMBOCTRIO TIOHSIIA, YTO ei He n30exkaTh MPeORBaHUS B IOME [IBYX CKYYHHBIX ¥ 3aHYIJIMBBIX
CTApUKOB.

YTo Becenoro B TOM, YTOOH BCe MHU IIPOBOAUTHL CKIIOHUBIIUCH HAM IsIIbIIaMu!
OKCHS TaK TSAXKEJO0 B3[I0OXHYJIa, UTO y Hee 3a00Jienu Ierkue.

— INomnarato, MHe 6€CCMBICJIEHHO HafIesIThCS Ha TO, YUTO ¥ TBOEW TETKU €CTb NETH, C KOTOPEHIMU MOXKHO
IOUTPATh.

— Bce oHU yXKe BHIPOC/IY, — XMBIKHYII [I:XKeMu.
— A BHYKU?

[TomcTaBuB CI0KEHHbIE JTAZIOHYU IO €€ HOTY, YTOOBI IOMOYb € B306PaThCs B CEMTI0, OH HETEPIIEIUBO
OTBETHII:

— Hert HUKakux BHYKOB. Y TeTu M3pu 1IeCTh B3POCIIBIX CHIHOBEU, U BCE XOJIOCTHI.

— 0-0?! — MHOTO3HAUUTEIBHO IIPOTAHYJIa JKcus, BIIEPBLEIE BCEPBE3 3dAYMABIIMCH HAd TE€M, UTO
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CTOHUT IM0exaTh K TeTKe [IKeMu.

BrioniHe BepoSTHO, UTO TaM OyZeT o4ueHb Becesio. []eBylIKa [10CTaBuia HOT'Y Ha CI0XKEHHEIE PYKU
[>xeMu, HO TOT IIOYEMY-TO He IIOOHST ee, YTOOE OHA CMOTJIa IePeKUHYTh IPYTYIO HOTY Yepe3 Kpym
JIOIIaAH.

— [IXeMu? — youBIEHHO OKJIMKHYyJa OHa er0. — YTo ¢ ToO0ou? — [I:KeMu He OTBETUJI, U JKCUST
BEIHYK[IeHa OblJla BHOBB I103BaTh €T0.

— THI efenb CO MHOM, — HAKOHEIT 0TO3BAJICS OH ¥ BHE3AITHO C TaKOU CTPEMHUTEJIbBHOCTHIO IIOOHSAII €€
BBEPX, YTO OHa €Ba He IIepeJjieTelia 4Yepe3 JIoMaab.

— Het, — Bo3pasuna JKCHUs, MTHOBEHHO YSICHUB CYTh fefla. — [lyMalo, THl IipaB. MHe JelCTBUTENHHO
crenyeT exaTh K TBoe TeTKe. — [[2KeMu MoJjT4a IoBeJl ee KOOBITy CO IBOPA TOCTUHUIILL. — [I3KeMH,
HaM HYKHO Koe-4To 006cynuTh. THl BCe BpeMs YBO3UIIb MEHS OT MyKYHKH, 32 KOTOPHIX 5 MOTJjIa Ob
BBINTH 3aMyXk. CHaudana oT fobporo JIskyiaHa ¥ 04apoBaTeIbHOTO Puca, a Temepb 0T COOCTBEHHBIX
Ky3€HOB. I B caMOM [iefie CYuTalo, 4To Tebe ciemoBaio Ol 0TBE3TH MEeHS K TBOel TeTKe. TaM g Oymy
B Oe3omacHOCTH. M T aBCOIOTHO ITpaB B TOM, YTO HaM C TOOOM, HeXKEeHATOH Mape, HeNb3s
IyTelleCTBOBaTh OOHUM. TOJIBKO MPEeACTaBb, KAKOW Y MEHS IOSBJISETCS LIaHC: IIECTh XOJIOCTHIX
MounTromepu! A TH upnu u cracait ®panyecky. Bo3moxkHo, MelneHxo mobnarogaput Tebs u B
Harpaay otaact ee Tebe. 1 XKe TeM BpeMeHeM TOAHIITY cebe KpacuBoro Myxa. [a eme MonTromepu!
Takoe npekpacHoe cTapuHHOe UMs. HaBepHOe, MBI C TOOOM CKOPO CTaHEM POJICTBEHHUKAMH.

[I>KeMu pe3K0o OCTaHOBUJI JIOLIAAb U IIOBEPHYJICA K DKCHUU.

— Ecnu TH HeMe[JIeHHO He 3aKpOeIlh CBOM MPeJIeCTHHIM POTHUK, 5 MpofaM Tebs IbiraHaM. [IpuyeM 3a
caMyI0 HM3KYIO LIeHY.

OH BHOBb YCTPEMHMUJT B3TJISAM Ha IOPOTY, a DKCUs MobemHo yIbIOHYIach U MOACTABUIIA JIUII0 HEXKHBIM
JydyaM COJIHIIa.

['maBa 21

Yepes deThIpe Yaca JKCHUS yKe Kajesa 0 TOM, YTO 3acTaBuia J[KeMU 0TKa3aThbCs OT
IIepBOHAYaJIbHOTO TIJIaHa OCTaBUTh €€ B KaKOM-HUOYIb TUXOM U CIIOKOWHOM MecTe. E#f Ka3anock, 4To
OHa yXKe I[eJTyI0 BeYHOCTh He Clie3aeT C Jiomaau. Bce ee Teno 6omeno. OgHako oHa roToBa Oblla
YMEDPETH, JINIIIb 6bI He IIPOCUTH ,]:[}KeMI/I YCTPOUTL IIPHUBAJI.

«A OH [IeMCTBUTENHHO MIATKOCEPAeUYeH, — C BREIMy4YeHHOU yIhIOKOM mogyMana oHa. — Eciu odyeHb
TI0CTapaThCsl, MOXKHO YTOBOPUTH €TI0 Ha YTO YTOMHOY.

Ho y Okcuu He OBIIIO BO3MOKHOCTH TOBOPHUTH C [[2KeMHU, TIOTOMY YTO, BO-IIEPBEIX, OHYM CKAKallK BO
BECh OTIOP, a BO-BTOPHIX, Oecea OTBJIEKIA OBl e, YTO 3aKOHYMIIOCH OBl IIJITaAYEBHO: BEMb BCE ee
BHHMAaHKe OBIJI0 COCPEIOTOYEHO Ha TOM, YTOOH! YIePKaThCs B CefJIe.

HWx myTh TPOX0AuI Yepe3 rycTou nec. Ele y TOCTHHUIEI DKCUs crpocuna y [IxkeMu, coOupaeTcs Iu
OH cHenaTh OCTAaHOBKY, YTOOH IIEPEKYCUTEL CHIPOM U X71e60M, KYTIJIEHHBIMU B fepeBHe. TTonyuus
OTpUIIATENIbHEIA OTBET, OHA Haydasa ObIJI0 CIIOPUTH, HO OH 00BSICHUI, UTO 60UTCS Pa300MHUKOB,
obuTarmux B jecy. I109ToMy [eByLIKa TPEBOKHO IIOCMATPHUBasa Ha I'YCTHIE 3aPOCIIH, CITPAIIUBAs
cebs1, 9TO UK KTO IIpsiyeTcs 3a AepeBbsaMu. Cyns 1o ToHy [IKeMu, OH IeUCTBUTEIHHO 0IlacaeTcs
Pa300MHUKOB U HE XOUET PUCKOBATE.

OKcus ycrnesna J0CTaTOYHO XOPOIIO U3YYUTh XapakTep [[2KeMu U IOHSJIa: OH caMo HoOpoAyIIe U He
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CKJIOHEH K XKeCTOKOCTHU. A TOT ClIy4yai, KOTa OH IIePEeKUHY ee yepe3 KOIeHO U OTIIIenan — oHa
HUKOT[a eMy 3TOT0 He IPOCTUT! — MOXKHO CUUTaATh UCKTI0YeHueM. OH MpeAno4YnuTtaeT OTCTauBaTh
CBOe MHEHMe CJIOBaMH, a He OpyKHUeM UJU KyjlakamMu. Bot Puca u Tomaca MOXHO IIpeCTaBUTh
nepyluMmucs, a [I>xeMu — HeT.

VIMeHHO 110 3TOM NpUUYMHE JKCUS TBEPHO pellnia AepxkaTh [[2KeMu IIofasbile 0T CBOEro OTIa.
Bcrpeua ¢ ITepkuHOM MelimeHX0IOM 3aKOHUUTCS [IJIST TAKOT'0 MSTKOT'0 4elloBeKa, Kak [IxkeMu,
cMepThio. [leByIIKa yneIOHYIach, IPefiCTaBUB, Kak oTpearupoBa O6bl Tox, ecyiy OB OHa IIOJeNIUIIachk C
HUM CBOMMH MBICTISIMU. HaBepHsKa 00OBUHMI ObI €€ B CHOOM3MeE M IPUHSIICS OBl C 2KapOM [I0Ka3hIBaTh,
YTO HE TOJIBKO BHIXO/IILI M3 OeTHEIX CeMel CIIOCOOHM Yero-au0o JOCTHYb B KM3HHU, YTO He
00s13aTeNbHO OeTH IrpadoB MOJKHEI BIAYUTh ITOIYTOJIONHOE CYIIeCTBOBAHKUE U PACCTABAThCS C
3eMJiel, KOTOPOU M0 HUX BIafieNIi MHOTHE MTOKOJIEHUSI CEMBH.

Bce 3T pa3MBIIIEHUS JIUITL YCUIUIIA CTPAXy JKCUY, U OHa IPUILIOPUIIA CBOI0 KOOLITY. B
clenmylolllee MTHOBEHNUE 13-3a POCLINX BIOJIb JOPOTH KYCTOB BEICKOUMIIU [ABOE.

— JleHbI'u — UM He OOXKUBAEIIb 0 BOCX0Ma, — HATrJI0 YXMBIISSCh, 3asIBUIT ONUH U3 HUX, BEIIEPHYB
13 PYK [EBYLIKYU IIOBO,.

Ipyro#, 60pogaThiii JeTUHA C KPOXOTHHIMY T'Ta3KaMU, CXBATHJI O[T Y3[LbL JIOIMaAb [I2KeMHu.
— Hy, no6psrit rociogus? — OH BHUMATEIBHO OTJISIAEN HOporyio ogexay Hxemu. — Cresai.

— IMoxanyiicTa, He yOuBanWTe HAC, — HEIPOMKO MOMPOCHI [I:KeMu. — MH OTHaguM BaM BCe, YTO Y
HAC eCTb, €CJIX BBl OTITYCTUTE HaC.

OKcus 3aMeTHuIa y OGHOTO U3 Pa300MHUKOB IIUCTOJIET U He HA INYTKY UCIyrajiack. BoBce He Takue
IPUKTIOYEHHUST OHAa MMeJla B BUMY, KOT/Ia yTBepKasa, UTO el CKy4JHO!

HGBYHIKa 3aCThIJIa Ha JIOIIAaau, CJIOBHO U3BasiHKWE, BIIEPBEIE UCIIBITAB CTOJIb CHUJIbHBIN CTpax.
IIxxeMu HETOPOIIJIINBO CIIEIINJICA U, MOJoMAs K DKCHH, TIOMOT el CIIYCTUTBECA Ha 3€MIII0.

— A MHe HPaBUTCS 9Ta JIOIMIAAKA, — BOCKJIMKHYJ OTKYHa-TO B3SBIIMUCS TPETUH pa3boiHuK. — Bepy
ee cebe.

— Momnyu, — npomenTan [IKeMy B caMoe yX0 DKCHUU U YCTPEMHUIT HA Hee IIPeoCTePEeralouii
B3TJISA.

Okcum He Hafo ObIO HAalOMKUHATEL 00 3TOM, IIOTOMY YTO OT CTpaxa OHa ¥ TaK He MOTJIa BEIMOJIBUThL HU
cnoBa. Yto ouu c [Ixkemu OyoyT menaTh, €CId pa300MHUKY BCe Y HUX 0TOepyT? A BOPYT OHU pelnaT
youTh ux? Hamo 4To-TO IpUAyMaTh, CDOYHO HAUTH BHIXOM U3 CO3[ABILIET0CS IIOJIOXKEHUS.

— Tyma, — ckoMaHgoBas pa300MHUK C IUCTOJIETOM, YKa3biBas Ha 3apociu. — Mau Tyma, 6oray, u
BLIBOpAa4YMBay KapMaHHL.

— Y Hac HUUero HeT, — UCIyraHHO npou3Hec [xxeMmu. — Mul IpocTo efeM goMou. [loxanyiicTa, He
TPOTauTe Hac.

OKcUeu 0BJIafiesIo OTBpallleHNe, KOrfia OHa YCIIbllaa cTpax B ronoce [xemu. [Jaxe ecinu eMy
CTPAIHO, OH He [OJIXKeH MOoKa3kIBaTh 3T0 pa3boiinukam! EMy cnemoBasno O cpa3y AaTh UM IIOHATH,
KTO TyT I'JIaBHHI!
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— Jla KaK BB CMeeTe 3afiePKUBATh Hac! — I'POMKO BO3MYTHJIACh OHA, PACIIPABHUB IJIEYd U B3E€PHYB
10g00POMOK. — MHI BHIIOIHSIEM IIOPY4YeHre KOPOJIEBE, ¥ €CJIM BE TPOHETE HAC, BaC CXBATST U
YETBEPTYIOT.

OKCHS C YIOBIETBOPEHUEM OTMETHUIIA, UTO U [KeM U, ¥ pa360MHUKYN YCTAaBUIUCh HAa HEe B IMIOJTHOM
u3yMmIieHuu. «Temepb-TO OHU YK TOYHO OTCTABSAT HAC B IIOKOE», — MPOHECIIACh ¥ Hee B MO3TY
rnobenHas MEICIIE.

Ho ee cyoBa, o Bcel BUMMMOCTH, OKa3asu o6paTHeIM 3ddekT. [1o cux mop pas3boitHUKY He oOpalani
Ha Hee BHUMaHUs. Ceiidac ke caMbIil BLICOKUYM 13 HUX 00XBATHJI €e OOHOM PYKOH 3a Tajulo, a Apyrou
— 3a meto. E¥l B HOC ymapuia OTBpaTUTeIbHAS BOHE.

— IMopyueHue KoposeBsl, fa? Torga BHIKYNI OyHeT IOBHIIIE, — 00BSCHUI OH.

IKcud C YZKaCOM IIOCMOTpPe€eJIa Ha II>xemu, rIa3a KOTOPOT'0 THEBHO BCIILIXHYJIX: OH CTPAIITHO
pacCepaouiiCd Ha Hee 3a HEeIIOCIyIIaHue.

— Boo611e-To MBI He 3HAKOMHI C KOPOJIeBOM, — IIPOIIeNTasa [eByIIKa, HO HUKTO He CITyIIal ee.

— BrIBopauuBall KapMaHHbI, — IpUKa3as [IxkeMu pa300HHUK C MUCTOIETOM. — M IIOTOpONKCh, HE TO
et HecnoOpoBaTh. — OH YXMBITIBHYJICS, TTISIAA Ha JKCUi0. — [Ipexke 4eM MPUKOHYUTE ee, ST BIOBOJIb
HaCIaxych €.

K cBoeMy cTHIy, OKCHUs IOYYBCTBOBAJA, YTO y Hee noarudanTcs KoneHu. OHa Bcerna Ipearnoarana,
YTO B MOJOOHOY CUTyalluy NPOSIBUT HeOBIBAJTyI0 OTBAry, HO 3TU Pa300MHUKY 0Ka3aIuCh TaKUMU
CTpallHbIMy!

KakoBrl ux HaMmepeHusa? Heyxenu oHu yObIOT UX?

— Y MeHs HUUYero HeT, — C APOXKbIO B royioce ckasan [Ixkemu. — IIpoiry Bac, He Tporaute ee. OHa
HEeBUHHA U He MPeCTaBIsgeT HUKAKOU [IEeHHOCTH.

— ITo-MoeMy, KOe-KaKue 4acTU ee Tejla IPeACTaBisioT OTPOMHYIO LIEHHOCTh, — PacX0X0TaCs
pa300iHUK, yIepkKUBaBIIMi JKcuio. Ta 6ecco3HaTeNbHO 3aKphljia TPyAb pyKaMu.

— { cupsTan geHsru B canore, — rpoOMKO IIporosopu’ [Ixxemu. — £ 3aCyHyJI Bce 30J10TO B canor. Mul
BCE OTHAANM, €CIIi Bbl COXPaHUTE HaM KU3Hb.

Pa300MHUK C IHCTOJIETOM 3aroroTaj ¥ MOCMOTPEN Ha JKCHIO.
— IIpocTto o6oxkaro 61aropogHbEIX rocof! POCKOIIHEIE TPSIIKY, TOJICTEIE KOIIENTbKY, a KUIITKa TOHKA!

Cepaue OKcuu ynaso, KOrja OHa yBUfesa, YTo [IKeMu Me[jIeHHO HaKJIOHSIETCS U TIHETCS K CBOeMy
camnory. «<KoHe4YHO, OH ITPaBUJIbHO ielaeT, YTO COAeTCs Ha WX MUJIOCTb», — IIOAyMalla OHa, HO BCe
e, B TNIyOUHE AyIIH, el XOTeI0Ch, YTOOBI OH ITPOSIBUII XOThb KallJllo OTBArH.

Bce mpowu3oino Tak OBICTPO, YTO IKCHUST HUYETO He TOHSIIA.

BMmecTo Komenbka [I;KeMu BEIXBATUJI U3-3a I'OJIEHUIA TOHKUY KUHXKal U METHYJI ero. B 9kcuto. OHa
BU[ela, KaK TPO3HOE OPYyXKUe JIETUT B Hee, HO C TaKOX CKOPOCTBIO, YTO HEBO3MOXKHO YBEPHYTHCH.
Cnasa Bory, [I:)XeMy poMaxHyJICs, ¥ KHHXKaJl IPOCBUCTENI B HECKOJIBKUX [AI0MMax OT ee IIeKu!

B cnepytomee MraoBeHue B pykax [I;KeMu 3acBepKaja CTajlb. Byny4yu IBOPSHUHOM, OH BCEryia HOCHUII
pu cebe mImary. DKCUu B TOJIOBY HE IPUXOMWIIO, UTO IIIara — 3TO OPYyKHKe, a He ITPOCTO YKpallleHue.
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U BOT 3TOM caMol Imarou [IkeMu MPOTKHYJ Pa300MHUKA C TUCTOJIETOM.

PacmpuBIIMMHUCS OT U3YMJIEHUS Tlla3aMy JKCUS Clefuna 3a pa300MHUKOM, TapalluBIIUMCS Ha
KJIMHOK y ce0sl B KHUBOTE. B 0T/IMYMe OT OEBYIIKY, eMY He OBIJI0O BUOHO OCTPUE IITIATH, TOpPYaBIIee y
HEro 13 CIUHHIL.

Ho 3T0 OBIII0 BUAHO TPETHEMY PAa300MHUKY, KOTOPEIN, OPOCUB 3aTpaBIEHHEIN B3I Ha TOBAPHUIIEH,
MTHOBEHHO HCUe3 B JIeCy.

OKCus MOIbITANaCh IIEBEIbHYTHCS, HO He CMOTJIa, IIOTOMY YTO BOJIOCAThle PYUYUIIX pa300iHUKA BCE
ele Kpemko cxKuManu ee. «4To OH COelaeT CO MHOM Teleph, Koraa [IxkeMu yOUIl ero ApyxKKa?» —
mofyMaJjia OHa, olllesIoMIeHHO Habonas 3a [Ixkemu. TOT BHIIEPHY IIMTary U3 Tefla pa30oiHUKa,
KOTOPBIM TYT 2Ke PYXHYJI Ha 3eMJTIO, ¥, CTEPEB C KJIMHKA KPOBB, CIIPSATAJl €€ B HOXKHEL.

OKcusl MoT4asa, MOJT4Yall ¥ CXBaTHUBIINY ee pa30oWHUK. HeyKenu OH UCIIyraH He MeHbIIe ee?

OmpepHyB ny6ieT, [I:xxeMu IpuOMU3UICS K IKCUHU, COBEPIIEHHO He 00sCh pa300iHMKA, CTOSIBLIIETO Y
TO¥ 3a CIIMHOM, U, K ee YIUBIIEHUIO, yOpas ero pyky C ee IIeu.

JIumb 06epHYBLINCH, DKCHUS BCE MOHSIIA: U3 IIIeN HEeToMss Topyaia PyKOsiTKa KMHXKasa. A caM
pa300iHUK OLIT MEPTB.

— Tonbko He mapmal B 00MOPOK, — mpenynpenun ee [Ixxemu, youpas Opyryio pyky Oanguta. — Ham
HaJ0 TIOCKOpee yexXaTh OTCI0fA: V 3TOM TPOUIIEI MOTYT OBITH APY3bsi HEMOAAIEKY. — JKCUs
IIpofoJIKaja Mojiya CJIeIuTh 3a [[:KeMu, KOTOPHIY MOTIHYT ee K cebe. OnepeBeHeBIlee 0T CTpaxa
TEJIO0 He MOBUHOBANIOCH eii. — He cMOTpH Ha MeHs TakK, — ynbiOHymcs [xemu. — Hx ke OBIIO BCETO
Tpoe.

JKcus He 3HaJla, YTO CKa3aTh. [lajke B CAMbIX CMEJIRIX MeUYTax OHa He IIpeamoiarajia, 9470 94ejJ0BEK
crmocobeH Ha IIOABHT, KOTOpBIfI TOJIBKO YTO COBEPIIUJI IIxxemu. OH, KaK CKa304YHBIN IIPpUHI, IIPUIIET 1
CIlacC ee.

— O6OHpI/ICB Ha MEH{, — IIPEeOJIOKUJII OH. — KaxeTcsi, TBOM HOTH OIATH IIOABEJIN Tebs1. — Ero
PpacCCMeEIInioO BEIPpaXKXEeHNe ee JInlla, 1 OH OT OYIIN PaCCMeAIICd.

I>keMu HaKJIOHUJICS, ¥ DKCHUs 00XBaTHUIa PYKOH ero 3a Ieto. BHe3amHo, MoAaaBIIKuCh IIOPEIBY, OHA
notiesioBaa ero. OHa Iej0Baia ero [0JIr0 ¥ CTPACTHO, CJIOBHO MHITAsICh Yepe3 IOLeNyH mepenaTh
CBOIO 6J1aroflapHOCTh U BCE YYBCTBA, BIIafieBINNE €I0.

Haxkonerr JIxkeMHu ¢ BUIMMOM HEOXOTOH OTCTPAHHUI ee OT cebs 1 MPUCTAIBHO IIOCMOTPE] eH B Ta3a.
— OKCHsl, — XPUILJIO IPOKM3HEC OH X YMOKHYII ee B HOC. — Ham Hafio exaTsb.

Bupst, 94TO meByIIKa elre He MPHILIA B ce0s, OH IOOXBATHU/I €€ Ha PYKHU U YCAAuI B CEMJIO, 3aTeM
B3JI€TEJI Ha CBOIO JIOIIAMh, ¥ OHHU C OeIlleHOM CKOPOCThIO IIOCKAKAK BIepe. JKCUs IIpuiarajia Bce
yCunusi, 4ToObl YOepKaThCSA B CeIIe.

Onu BpIeXasIy U3 jieca JIUIIb IIepef 3aKaToOM U OCTaHOBUJIMCh IIePEeHOYEeBaTh B TOCTUHHUIIE. BClo
Iopory JKCUs CTapajiach He BCIIOMUHAThL O BCTpede ¢ pa300oMHMNKaMU, HO B €e CO3HAHUU TO U [IeJI0
BO3HMKA/IU HENPUSITHHIE 00pa3bl. BOT pa300MHUKY yTpoxkKaioT UM, BOT BojocaTas jlanuila o6xBaTuiia
ee 3a Tayuioo, BOT 6aHAUT OypaBUT ee CBOMMHU r'na3kaMu. BoT [[:keMu TsSHeTCs K canory. Eif HUKorga
He 3a0BITh, KaK KMHKaJl CO CBUCTOM ITPOJIETE]I MHMO €€ IIEKH, BCETO B HECKOJIBKUX AroiMax!
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OKCHHU Ka3aJioCh, YTO €e CTPaX BO3PACTAET II0 Mepe yaaJlleHus: 0T MecTa CXBaTKu. 2KuBoe
BOOOpakeHHe PUCOBAJIO OOHY KaPTHHY CTPAIHee OPYyro#. YK ayuiie OBl OHa HaBCETHa OCTaBaIacCh
3aneproi B moMecthe! Torma Obl OHa u3bekana BCTPeYH ¢ pa300HHUKAMH.

Bpewms 1o, a mec He KoH4ancs. CTpaxu [eBYLIKK POCIIH, a TOJION ycunuBancs. Ei aynumocs, 6yaTo
3a KaXIBIM IePeBOM KTO-TO MPSYETCS.

OKcHSs UCIIBITAlIa HerepenaBaeMoe oberyenue, Korga [I:KeMu 0CTaHOBHUIICS BO IBOPE TOCTUHUIIHI U
IIOMOT €M CIIeIINThCS.

— Tot oueHb GegHa, — HaxMypuiics oH. — [lorigeM, st mpuHecy Teb6e BeImuTh. — OH 00HSII ee 3a
IIJIeYX U TOBeJI K KPBUIBIy. — Bcee mo3anu, dkcusi. bonbiire He mymait 06 aToM. Co MHOM Tebe HUYETO
He T'PO3UT.

OH TONKHYJ TSXKeylo Iy00BYIO OBEPh, ¥ OHU BOILUIX B TEIJIYI0 SPKO OCBEIIEHHYIO CTOJIOBYIO. MM
HaBCTpeUy 3aTOPONUIIACh TOJICTasl JOOPOAYIIHOTO BUfA XKEeHINKHA.

— 3[OpaBCTBYUTE, — JIaCKOBO IIOIIPUBETCTBOBAJIA UX OHA M ITIOCMOTpesia Ha Jkcuw. — O boxe,
rocrnoxa paHena! Moute Cioma, moporas, mpucsagbTe. 4 0oCMOTpPIO Bac.

He monuMasi, 4To UMeeT B BUOY KeHIIMHA, JKCUS Orjisfena ce0s 1 yBUfella Ha IJlede KPOBb. ITO
Oblla KpOBb pa300iiHMKa, BEITEKIIAS U3 PAHBI OT KMHXKajla, KOTOPHEIM TakK MaCTePCKU MEeTHYI [[KeMH.
W BOpyr SKcUs CO BCeH OTYETIUBOCTHIO 0CO3HAJIA, YTO UMEHHO ITPOU30IIIO B Jiecy. KommapHbie
0o0pa3bl BHOBb IOIJIBIIN IIePef rila3aMi, 3aCJIOHUB CBET.

IeBylllka Havana MefJIeHHO ocefaTth, U [I2KeMHu 0CTOPOXKHO IOAHSII ee Ha PYKHU.
I'maBa 22

Korga 9kcus mpocHYyach, TO yBUfela, YTO HaXOJUTCS B He3HAKOMOM KOMHaTe, a [[KeMU CUJUT Ha
Kpalo ee KpoBaTHu. [loMellleHNe OCBellajia efUHCTBEHHAs CBeda, HO CBETJIbIEe TI0JIOCKU MEeXIY
CTaBHSIMH CBHOETEIHCTBOBAJIM O TOM, YTO BOCXOM 01130K. [[0I2KHO OBITh, OHA IIPOCIIaiia BCIO HOYb,
peluia OeByIka, a :keMu Bce 3TO BpeMs He OTXOIUJI OT Hee HU Ha IIar, eCJIu CyOUTh II0 ero
yCTaBIIEMY JIUITY.

OKcus yneIOHyIaCh €My U IONBITANIACh CECTh, HO [[3KeMU JIETOHBKO TOJIKHYJI €€, ¥ OHA ymajia Ha
TIOAYILKY.

— KpoBu HeT? — mpolentana oHa.
— Het, — tuxo orBetnn [Ixxemu. — 4 cam cMblI ee. [lazke ¢ TBOUX BOJIOC.

OH 1epeBes B3I Ha pa3MeTaBIIMecs BOKPYT ee T'0JIOBEl KalllTaHOBLIe BOJIOCH], HATOMUHABIIIHE
cBepkatoiiee 061ako0. B Teyenne nHs JKcus cobupasia ux B Iy40K U NpsiTaja IIOM YelloM, II03TOMY Y
Hero He ObIJI0 BO3MOXKHOCTH JII060BATHCS UMU.

— [Touemy THI Ha MeHSI TaK CMOTPUILIL? TH CTECHseIbCs MeHA? Thl CUUTaellb MeHS JOCATgHOU
noMmexou? C Tex IOp KakK Mbl BCTPETUJIUCE, 5 Bella cebsi yKacHO.

— ITa, — mogTBepOun [IKeMu, OTParuBasich o ee Bonoc. — Ha camoMm merne yxacHo. [1o BCTpedH ¢
TOGOM MOST XKU3Hb TEKJIa CIIOKOWHO ¥ pa3MepeHHO, a Ceiyac OHA COBCEM JTUIEHA JIOTUKH.

— Tl mpa3HUIIb MEHS?
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Ero ry0Gnl pa3gBUHYIKUCH B JIETKOU YIIBIOKE.

— KoHeuHo, HEeT, — OTBETHJI OH U B3S1JI CO CTOJIA MUCKY C JIOKKOM. — X03sHKa IIPpUTOTOBUIIA OJIsA TeOs
CyII. qa Tpe6on, yTOOHI THI CheJla BCe, oo gHa. — OH OCTOPO2KHO ITIOOHEC JIOXKKY K €€ PTY.

BHesamnmHO JKcus paccMmesinack.

— O [Ixxewmy, 51 ke B COCTOSTHUY 1103a00TUTHCS 0 cele. [[eByIIKe He XOTeI0Ch I0Ka3khBaTh eMY, YTO
ee CMyIlaeT ero BHUMaHue. [[0 CUX TIOp HUKTO HE CYUTAJ HYKHBIM IIPUCITYKUBaTh ei. OHa
TOpPAMUIIach TEM, UTO 3a BCIO XKU3Hb He pobosiesia HU JHS U HUKOMY He IIPUILIIOCh YXaXKUBaTh 3a Hel.
HampoTrB, UMEHHO OHA BCerja yxaXKuBajla 3a HEMOITHEIMHU.

— JlagHo. — [I7KeMu ITOCTaBUIT MECKY Ha CTOJ. — TH 3[[0pOBa U MOJIHA CHUJI, CIIe[0OBATENbHO, ST MOTY
3aHSATHCS COOCTBEHHHIM 3aBTpPakKoM. 2Kesaio Tebe moOporo yTpa.

ITo ero ToHy DKCus gorafanach, 4To oH obumesncs. OTOPOCUB OHesisio, OHa COCKOYMIa B KPOBATH,
3aTeM IIpuKala PyKy Ko 0y ¥ 3aKadaiach.

— O, gymaro...

YnuBnenHas TeM, 4To [I2KeMu He OPOCHIICS e Ha ITOMOIIb, OHA OTKPHIJIA I'Ia3a U YBUela, YTO OH
YXMBITISIETCS.

— Ilpomomxkaii, — cKa3aa OH. — MoeIllb IIafgaTh B 00MOPOK. KpoBaTs mo3amu Teos.
9Kcus 3acMesiiach.

— JI>xeMu, g ronogHa, Kak 3Bepb. He Xx04y 9TOT XKUAKUYM CyIYuK. 9 MedTa 0 Msice U ITapodke
I[BIIJIAT, @ ellle 0 3MOPOBEHHOM KycKe nyauHra. M... — OHa 3aMosidasa Ha [I0JyCJIOBE U TSIXKeJ0
OIIYCTHJIACh Ha KPOBATh, BCIOMHUB O BUEPALIHUX COOBITHSAX. — THI YOUI MX, — IPOLIENTala OHa.

IIKeMu ceJl PSIOM C Hell ¥ 00HS 3a IJIeYH.

— 970 OBbIT €QUHCTBEHHHIH BHIXOM. §1 BEIHYKOEH OblT yOUTH X. HO MHEe HMKOTTa He HPAaBUIIOCh
yOuBaTh. DKCHSI BHEMATEILHO ITOCMOTpEeJIa eMy B T1a3a.

— Hukorpga He mymarna, 4To TH crioco6eH Ha momo6Hoe. Thl Ke 04eHb JOOPHIN.

— Yro-4T0?

— TrI moOp KO BCEM, maxke K TakKuM, Kak Toxm u Opanyecka. Bce mo0sT Tebs.

I>KeMu BOCIIPHHSIJI €€ CJI0Ba C YILIOKOM.

— Pa3sBe ThI 3a0bls1a, 9TO S CONMOAT?

— Her, He 3a0blna, HO 5 MpeCTaBsIa TeOs HHAaYe: KaK Thl, Pa30[IeThINA, CUOUIIE Ha JIOUIAOH H. ..
KoMHaTy ormacumn rpOMKUM X0XOT [I:KeMu.

— OpeBatics, a s MOMAY B KYXHIO X IOCMOTPIO, YeM MOXKHO OBICTPO II03aBTpaKaTh.

BckouuB, JKcuUs cxBaTuja €ro 3a pykKy.
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— HuxkTto Hukorga 060 MHe He 3a00THUJICS, — THXO ITPOTOBOPHUIA OHA. — A THI 3a00THUIIILCS. ThI
CTeOUIIb 3a TeM, YTOOH MHE FOTOBUIIM FOPSYYI0 BaHHY, YTOOBI Y MeHs Oblyia Oymara Ojisi puCOBAHMUSI.
Tr1 3a60THUILCS 0 Tome, 3auIUIaeh MeHs 0T pa300iHUKOB. — OHa MPUIOTHSIIACh Ha I[BIMOYKY U
obBuya ero meio pykamu. — O [I:xkeMmu, ...

— IKcus, nporry Tebs, MOJTYU, — CTPafalbueCcKuM IoJIoCOM Ipou3Hec oH. — [Toxkanyicra, s He
BEIHECY. THI He 3HAEIlb, YTO TBOPUTCS B MOEM cepiie. MHe IPUXOAUTCS Pa3pPEIBATHCSI MEKITY
IOJTOM... ¥ JII000BbI0. MHe Helb3s 3a0kIBaTh O CBOMX 00s13aTeIbCTBax. [1poiry Te6ss, — B3MOJIUAJICS OH
U BOPYT PEIIUTENbHO OTOABUHYIT ee OT cebsi. — OmeBaiics u cuyckacs BHU3. A Oyny xkgaTh Te0s
TaM.

ITocrne TOro Kak oH yiiern, IKcus HeCKOJIBKO MHHYT CTOSJIa HEIIOOBUXKHO, 3aTEM YJIBIGHYJ'IaCB.
KaxeTcs, B mocinegHee BpeMs ee IoJI0OBd 3daHATd OOHUM TOJIBKO IxxeMu.

[TomeuTaB HEMHOT'O, IEBYILKA OTJISIAEIIACh 10 CTOPOHAM H yBUfela, 4To JIxKeMu MpPUHEC O Hee
OfleXMy: IIePCTSHOe IIaThe TTy00KOro KPaCHOTO I[BeTa C YePHOM BHIIMBKOM CIIepeny U Ha
MaHXKeTaX.

[TocmemHo 0feBIIKCh, OHA CIYCTUIAaCh BHU3 U COOpaiach 3aiTH B yOOPHYIO. BribexkaB uepes 3agHIO0
IBeph, OHa HajeTeNa Ha [[)KeMH, YIIaKOBLIBABILIETO CeIeNIbHbIE CYMKH.

— He MoxeIb TPOXUTh HU MUHYTHL 0€3 MeHs, a? — MOAOPa3HUI OH €ee€.

— Boo01e-To 51 HampaBnsinack... XMbBIKHYB, OH OTCTYIIAII B CTOPOHY.

— Ha yxwuH y Hac 6ygeT KypomaTka.

— 3axBaTy MOJIAI0KUHEL HA MO0 [OJII0, — Ha 0ery KpukHyJa JKCHUs U 3aXJIONHYyJa ABEPh YOOPHOI.

Briiinst yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, OHa 0OHapyKuia, 4To [I2KeMU IPOJoKaeT YKIaAbBaTh BEIIH, U
npu6K3uIach K Jomanay. BHe3amHo 4To-TO BHIIAIO U3 €r0 PYK, U [IeBYIIKa HAaKJIOHUIACh, YTOOHI
nopo6paTs 3To.

— Moii gener;! — BOCKIUKHYyIa OHa. — Yemnen Moelt MaMel! ['me TeI ero Hamen? 4 norepsiia ero B...

TyT oHa BCIIOMHMIIa, I7le *MEHHO OCTaBMJIa Yellell: B majlaTke [KeMu, — U MOTYIUIIack. B ee myIie
elre TeIIuIach Hafexaa, 9YTo [IkeMu 3a0bl1, OTKy[a Y HETO IOSBUIACh 9Ta BEIITb.

Ho ero B3rmsm cBUOETENHCTBOBAI O TOM, YTO OH IIOMHUT Bce. K TOMY XKe 9Kcum He IIOHPaBHUJIOCH
BRIPA2KEHNE €ro JInld: Ha HEM OTPaXKaJIuChb HEyEeMHasa APOCTh U... KEJIaHue YGI/ITB ee.

— He CMOTPH Ha ME€HMA TaK, — IIPOLIEIITaJla OHa, CIIPATAB PYKY C YEIIIIOM 3ad CIIMHY U OTCTYIIMB.

— Hrak, 9kcus, — npousHec [IxxeMu, U Telepsd [eBYLIKe He IIOHPaBUJICA ero ToH. Ka3anocs, 0H ¢
TPYLOOM yEePKHUBaAETCs OT TOT0, YTOOB COTBOPUTD C HEll HEUTO yKaCHOe. — Bo UTO ThI UTpaelib?
Tebe 3ax0TeI0Ch MOMPO6OBATh, KAKOBO 3TO — OBITH B IIOCTENH C MYKYMHOM, TOYHO TakK XKe, KakK Thl
npobyelb HOBEIE O1Tioza?

— f1 He myMmara, 4TO 9TO CITyYUTCS, — IIpoOJieneTana aeByinka. — YecTHoe cioBo! § yBumena, KaKum
oOpa3oMm Tkl epebpascs Yepe3 CTeHy, U MogyMaa...

— Trl HE oyMarila. TrI 06MaHyna MEHA U COJIr'aJla, TOYHO TakK XK€, KakK Jirajia HaC4deT <<I[paKOHOBOI7I
TKaHU».
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— 4 He nrana Tebe. {1 XKe cKasaja, YTO JeBCTBEHHa. [[xKeMu IIPpOOOJIZKAaI HACTYIIaTh Ha JKCHlI0, a OHa
HCIIYTAaHHO IIATUIIACh OT HETO.

— TrI cKa3aya, 94To Te0st 30ByT JHaHOH U YTO TBOE JIUII0 U3YPOJOBAHO OCIHHAMH.

— 4 Gosimack, 4TO TH MOObEIIb MeHS, KOTfa 00HapyKUIIb B CBOeH majaTke. 3T0 ObIIO eqUHCTBEHHOE,
YTO IIPHUIIIO0 MHE B T0JI0BYy. — OHa M30 BCEX CHUJI CTapajach, YTOOH ee TOJI0C 3By4all YBEPEHHO.

— TvI caMa He BEPHILD B 3TY J10Kb. Y Tebst OBIJI0 BpeMs BO BCEM MPU3HATHCS.
9Kcud ynepsach CIMHOU B CTEHY KOHIOLIHU.

— 4 He cobupanach gypa4yuth Tebs. 4... 1...

— Hy? d xny.

OKcHs yIPSIMO B3IepHYJIa I0I00POIOK.

— JloBu MOMEHT, — C BBI30BOM 3asiBUJIa OHa. — ¢ OKa3aJlach B TBOEH IMajlaTKe, MHE ITPeNCTaBUIICS
IIIQHC UCIIBITATh HOBBIE OIIYIIEHUs, ¥ 5 BOCIIOIb30BasaCh 3TUM IIaHCOM. BO3MOKHO, 3aBTpa 5 YMPY
WU OTelIl 3allpeT MeHs 3a BRHICOKMMHU CTeHAaMHM, HaBCeryia JIMIINB BO3MOXKHOCTH HUCIILITATh HEUYTO
nofo6HOe, TO3TOMY 5 PeIInach.

— Bennb TBoI oTel ymep, pa3Be TH 3a0bi1a? [1o TBOUM CJIOBaM, €ro TeI0 PAaCTBOPUIIOCH B M3BECTH. THI
TaK 4acTo 06MaHBIBa€Elllb, YTO S HEe MOT'Y OTHEe/IUTh IIPaBAy OT JIXKHU.

OTBepHYBIIKCH, [[2KeMM 3aKPHUI PYKOM T'la3a ¥ 3aMep, 3aiyMaBIIKCh Hafl TeM, YTO JeJlaTh.

OKcus BUelNa, KakK ero 6ecrnokousna cyabba Tex, KTo ObIT OTaH Ha ero IornedYeHue, 1 IOHTA, YTO
YeCTh [JIS Hero — BCe.

— IIpocTu MeHsI, MHe O4Y€eHb XKallb, — IIPOIIeNTajla OHA U B3si/ia ero 3a pyky. — [laBaii 3abymem 00
atoM. f yxke 3abrina. Eciu Obl He yernell, ThI OBl HU O UeM He fjorafiancs. Mbel MOXKeM exXaTh flajblile, U
THL KEHHUIIILCS Ha CBOEH HacllemHHUIIE...

Korpga [Ixxemu yOpan pyKy OT JIHlia, €ro B3rJsan Obl ApyruM. He MpOMOJIBUB HU CJIOBA, OH
PEIIUTETbHBIM 1Iar0M HalpaBHUIICS K JeHHUKaM. [[eByIlIKa ef[Ba IMOCIIeBalia 3a HUM.

— JI>xemu? — MMO3Bajia OHA, YYBCTBYS, UTO OH HE IIPHUHSII €€ MPeIIoXKeHus 3a6bTh 000 BCeM. —
IxeMu, MOXKaNyRCcTa, CKaXku XO0Th YTO-HUOYOh. CKaXKu, YTO He HEHABUOUIIb MeHs. KIIsiHyCh, 3TO
ObLIa OIIUOKa.

— Ocepnaii Ty noinagb, — 00paTUICS OH K KOHIOXY, IPOTHPABIIEMY 3aclaHHbe I1a3a. — U
IIOTOPOIIUCH!

OKcus yBumena, 4To [[keMu IIpuKasall ocefiaTh Ty caMyio KOOIy, Ha KOTOPOH OHa Ipofesiaia Bech
Y Tb.

— Trl cobupaenIbcs 0ToCHaTh MeHs IPOYb? — BEIOOXHYJA oHa. — OpHy? O [IxXKeMH...
OHa B U3HEMOXKEHHNH ONIyCTUJIACh Ha SAIMUK, Ha KOTOPOM Oblna cBajieHa Tpsa3Has YIPSXKb.

Heckonbko MrHOBeHUY [I;KeMU MPUCTAIbHO CMOTPEN Ha Hee.
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— Heyxenu Mou [efCTBHS XOTh pa3 gaau Tebe IOBOI AyMaThb, OYATO s CIIOCOOEH OCTABUTD KEHIIUHY
6e3 3amuTe? — He moCYKMTaB HyKHBIM BHICTTYIIHBATE €€ OTBET, OH ITOJOIIE]T K CBOEH JIOIIafn U
3aKUHYJ Ha KPYI cemnyto. — Thl TOTOBA? — CIIPOCHII OH, TIOACTABUB IO HOT'Y DKCHH CITOXKEHHEIE
TIaIOHH.

— Ka-kaxeTcsi, — IOKOPHO IpoGopMoTaia OHa.

Eit 6e3yMHO XOTEJI0Ch 3HATh, Ky[ja OHU HAIIPABIISIOTCS, HO OHA 60s71aCh 3aTOBOPHUTH C HUM. JIydie
TIOJOJIbIIIe OCTABAThCS B HEBEIEHWM U He 3HaTh, UTO YTOTOBUIIA e cymb0a.

Yepes nmondaca [IkeMu 0CTaHOBUII JIOIIaAb Iepef KaJIUuTKOM, KOTOpas Bejla B 04apOBaTeJIbHBIY Cafl,
OKpYyXKaBUIuY OBl HOMUK, U BeJlell DKCUM XKOaTh ero.

— Cneny#t 3a MHO#M, — BEPHYBILIKCH, CEPAUTO OPOCUT OH. YBUMEB, KaK U3 MOMUKA BHIIIEN CBSIIEHHUK
¥ HaIpaBHUJICS K OOJIBIIION KaMEeHHOH IIePKBHU Ha BEPIIHHE X0IMa, DKCHUs JIUIIUIACE Japa peuu. «O, —
mofiyMajia OHa, — OH 3aCTaBUT MeHs OTMaJIiBaTh MOM MHOTOUYMCJIeHHBEIe rpexu». Ho crnepyromas
MBICIIb, IIPHUIIENIIas el B TOJIOBY, Obllla COBEPIIEHHO MHOTO XapakTepa. «Eciu g corjaurych, Mbl
mpoOymeM B IIEPKBYU [I0 3aBTPAIIHET0 yTPa, U 51 TaK U HE CMOT'y TI0ECTh».

Ha ctynensx nepksu [I;)keMu OCTaHOBUJICS U IIOBEPHYJICA K JKcuu. CHSIB C ee BOPOTHUKA JIUCT U
3anpaBuB BHIOUBIINECS BOJIOCH IIOA Yellell, OH CIIPOCHII:

— TrrroToBa?
— l'oToBa K YeMy? — BOCK/IMKHYJa IEeBYIIKa, efiBa He Iylaya.

— Kak K yeMy — BBEIUTH 3a MEeHS 3aMy, eCTECTBEHHO. UTo elje HaM ocTaeTcsa? — C 3TUMU CJIOBaMU
OH PEe3KO0 IIOBEPHYJICS U BOIIEI B LIEPKOBb.

Ho 9kcwusi, BMecTo TOro 4ToOH IIOCIeIOBaTh 3a HUM, CheXKHIach Ha CKaMbe B0o3jie oBepu. CIycTs
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT [I;)KeMU CeJl pSIfoM C Hell ¥ B3I ee JIeJIHYI0 PYKy B CBOIO.

— Tebe XKyTKO IpU MBIC/IH, YTO CTaHEIIb MOeH KeHoi, ga? f mpekpacHO IOHUMalo Te0s.

— He Hapo myTtuTts, [I:KeMu, — 04eHb TUXO ITPOTOBOPUIIA OHa. — Tebe U3BECTHO, UTO I HE MOTY
BEIMTH 3a TeO.

— OJKcus, eQUHCTBEHHOe, YTO MOXKeT IIoMelllaTh Halllel cBagbbe — 3TO TBOS HeHaBUCTHL Ko MHe. Ho
MHEe KaXKeTCs, YTO Thl MEHs He HeHaBUOWIIb. 1 mpaB?

I eByIlKa MOOHsIa Ha HETO I'JIa3a U MOgyMalia O TOM, YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK IIOJTHOCThIO U3MEHUI €€
JXM3Hb. BO3M0XKHO, OHa MMOII00MIIa ero ¢ MepBoro JAHSI WX 3HAKOMCTBa. BO3MOXKHO, OHa Begasa ceds
3a GegHYI0 POOCTBEHHUIIy HACIeOHUIIEI MelIeHX0a, TakK KaK X0Tesa YIOCTOBEPUThCS, UTO eMy
Hy2KHa KMEHHO OHa, a He IeHbI'M ee 0Tia. BO3M0XHO, UMEHHO JII000Bb K HEMY PYKOBOIHIIA €10 BO
BCEX ee IOCTYIKax.

— Ila, s He HeHaBUXKY Tebs, — IPU3HAJIACh OHA.

,]:[}KeMI/I YJ'ILIGHYJ'ICH ell, ¥ IKCUHU II0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OHA BOT-BOT pacCTaeT OT 9TOU y'J'IBI6KI/I,
IIPEBPATHUBIIKUCE B JIY2KY HAa KaMEHHBIX IIJIMTAX.

— U s Tebs He HEHaBUXKYy, II0O3TOMY IIOIIJIN. U uvam, u BHKAPHIO X0YETCA IT03aBTPAKATh. ,]:[aBafI HE
6y11eM TEePATh BpeMsi, — IIOTOPOIIXII OH €€, BCTaBasl. Ho Dkcus ue meBeJIbHYyJIdaCh, U IxxeMu
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BEIHY2KIIEH OBIJT CHOBA CeCThb. — THI HEe X0YeIllh BHIXOMUTH 3a MeHs? Tl fajia cornacue IMoJI0BHHE
MYZKCKOI'O HaCeJIeHusa AHrIum. HaBepHoe, sl e IMHCTBEHHLIN MYy2XK4YKMHa B CTPaHe, 3a KOTOPOT'O THLI HE
XKeJlaellb BEIXOOUTh 3aMyXK.

— Huyero nogo6HoOTO, IIpoCTO... O [Ixemu, [eso B JeHbrax.

— IMoHsiTHO, — mpotenus oH. — 4 HemocTaToyHo 6GoraT myisa. Tebs. Torma, KOHEYHO, MH He OymeM
BeHuaThCs. Kak ke 51 caMmoHaesH!

IKcusl BCKOYMIIA U, OOHSIB €T0, IIpuXKajlaCb K HEMY IIIEKOMH.

— Ilemo He B TOM, 4TO ¥ Te0sT HET geHer. [lefio B TOM, YTO UX HET Y MeHs. Korma Mo#... MOt OTIeKyH
y3HAET, YTO S BHIIIUIA 3aMyK 0e3 ero pa3pelieHusi, OH JIMIIUT MeHsI HacJIe[CTBa. Y MeHs He OymeT Hu
IeHca.

— TwI He 3HaeIb 3TOT0 HaBEpPHsSIKa, — Bo3pa3un [IxkeMu, mpuxumas ee K cede. — Ecu Ob TH ObliTa
€ro 04YepkIo, 51 ObI MOT IIOHSTH TBOU OMaceHus1. Ho Thl muIib ero moponeuHas. COMHEBaCh, UYTO OH
OymeT CTOJIb CTPOT0 HaKa3klBaTh TEOS.

9KCcus OTCTPAHUIIACE.
— Ecnu 6b1 51 OBl7Ia €T0 [04Yephio, Thl OBl BCe PABHO XOTeJN XKEHUTHCS Ha MHE? — IIPOIIelnTalla OHa.

— Koneuno, MHe OBl XOTEJIOCh IIOJIY4YHUTh €T0 Pa3pelieHne, HoO U 6e3 pa3penieHud a OBIIT ORI
BBEIHY2KIIEH 2KEHUTHCS Ha Tebe... IIpu JII00BIX 00CTOSATENIBCTBAX. — ThHI HUMEEIIh B BI/IJIY?..

— [la, mos Oynyiast keHa, Ty HOYb B ITajlaTKe. IKCUM HE CTAJIo JIeTde OT ero cioB. Beds [Ixemu
OTKPBITO IIPU3HAJI, YTO KEHUTCS Ha Hel, IIOTOMY YTO OHa cobia3Huia ero. OKaXXKUCh Ha €e MecTe
npyras, oH OBl 1 HA Hel KeHusncs. JIto00Bb U 9MOIUY He UTPAIOT HUKAKOM PO B 3TOM CUTYaIlH.
OueBHIHO, YECTh 3HAYUMT [JIs Hero O0JibIlle, YeM JEeHbIH.

— Yro eme? — ocBemoMuiics [Ixkemu. — Pacckaxu, 4To elle My4daeT Tebs.

— Trl He 3Haews [lepkruHa Melinenxonna. [JeHbIY HalOT BIACTh, U €CIIA €My IIOHAafoOUTCS, OH
TIOJIyYUT caMble KUPOKUeE MonHoMouus. CHavasa OH aHHYIUpyeT Opak, a OTOM IIpeBpaTUT Teds B
HUIIETO TOJIBKO 3a TO, YTO THl OCMENIUJICS IIPUKOCHYTHLCS K €r0 COOCTBEHHOCTH.

— Ilycts Meilimenxon 60oraT, HO CYIIIECTBYEeT 3aKOH. DKCHSs, OOJIBIIYI0 YaCTh XKHU3HU TH IIPOBeia
B3alepTH u 001anach TOJILKO C HUM ¥ C TeM, KTo paboTaeT Ha Hero. OH 60raT, HO €ro BJIacTh He
cTonb Oe3rpaHnyHa, Kak Tebe kaxercs. OH He CMOXKeT aHHY/IMPOBaTh Opak 0e3 BeCKOM MPUYUHEL. TH
He [OoIyCKaelllb, YTo Oymelb OepeMeHHa K TOMY MOMEHTY, KOTrfia OH 0060 BCeM y3HaeT?

— PebeHok?

OmennoMIeHHBINA B3TJIS DKCUU pa3Becenun [IxKeMu.

— H3BeCTHO, YTO TaKoe ClIydyaeTcs, Korga joau xeuarcs. Hy, yto eme?
— OH yHUYTOXKUT Tebs U TBOIO CEMbIO, OH OTOEPET BCE, YTO V BAC ECTh.
— V Hac Heyero oTOUpPaTE.

— O [Ixxemu! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA, CXBAaTUBIIKCH 3a I'0JIOBY. — Kak Thl Oymelb XKUTh?
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— MEI, — C HaXXNMOM IIpou3HeC OH, — GYI[GM XKHUTh Y MOUX POOCTBEHHUKOB. MOHTTOMepI/I O4YeHb
Xopouiue JInOW, MO2KeT, HEMHOT'O IITyMHEI€E. Y HUX MHOTO I€HeT, a 3aMKOB CTOJIBKO, UYTO OHHU HE
3HAKT, 4YTO C HUMHU [eJIaTh, IIO3TOMY s IIOMPOITY BEIOEJIMNTE MHE OOWH WJIN OBd.

— Papu meHs. Th upels Ha 3TO panon MeHs. H3-3a TOro, 4TO0 OgHAXKIBI HOULIO S Hp06paHaCb B TBOIO
IMajaaTKy, Thl BEIHYXKOEH OTKa3daThCA OT CBOUX 3€MEJIb U IIOMECTHH U Ha KOJIEHAX IIPOCUTH MHUJIOCTHIHIO
Y POOCTBEHHUKOB.

I>xemu 3acTaBuil ce0s yIBIOHYTHCS.

— Bce He Tak yX ¥ IJI0X0, — BO3pa3uJl OH, XOTS OLIEHKWBAJI CO3MaBIlIeeCs MOJI0KeHUe C TON Ke TOYKHU
3peHust, YTO ¥ JKCUsi. — Mou POICTBEHHUKHY He 3apabaThiBany Ky4dy feHer, YTOObl KYIIUTh 3TU
3emnu. OHU He 3aBOEBBLIBA/IM CTPAHHI U HE MOJIy4aliy TOMEeCThsl B Harpaay. OHM XKeHUJIUCh Ha
OoraThix XKeHIIMHaX. Hamm MyK4uHbEL 0071alaioT IOTPSICAIOIIMM TaJlaHTOM HaxXxOOuTh cebe OoraThix
KEeH.

— 3a uckmoyeHueM tebs, — 3aMeTusa JKCcus. — Thl PEIIUT X KEeHUTHCS Ha PsI00¥ OeBUYOHKE, C
KOTOPOM KYBHIPKAJICS B TaJlaTKe.

— [la, — cormacurncs [I>xeMu, IOT7IafuB ee 1o 1eke. — C To# camoit Houu ee 00pa3 HEOTPHIBHO
mpecnenoBal MeHs. Tebe U3BECTHO, UTO ST HOCUII 9TOT 4Yellell y cepaia? I[IoMHUIb TO YyTPO, KOTAa Th
Habpocuiack Ha MeHs? OH yxke Torma ObUT CO MHOM.

— Kakoe yTpo? — cmpocuia Jkcusi. [I:KeMyu PacCMesIICS.

— Ha cnepytomuii geHb nocje Houu ¢ [InaHoi. [IpoCHYBIINCH U He 00HAPYKHUB ee PAmOM ¢ co60H, 5
IpuIles B IpocTh. OT 37I0CTHU S IEPEBEPHYII BCe BBEPX JHOM M HaIllell Yyemnel. 3aTeM Hamucajl MUChbMO
OOMOM U ocTaBuJ Oy [luaHbl eHbIU. A M03Ke, KOraa CMOTpe KapTy, ee yernel] yxkKe jexa Bo3jie
Moero cepfua. M nmoyemy THl B TO YTPO Hamnaaa Ha MeHA?

— THI CKa3aj, 4To 5T He MOTY eXaTh C TOOOI.

— Ax ma, BepHo. Teneps BcnoMHuI. — OH BHOBB IIOTJIA[MII €€ TI0 IneKe. — Mos XKU3Hb OblTa OBl
IpPYTOMH, ecyu OBl TOTMA 51 OCTABHUI Tebs.

— Ia! Ia! Ecnu Gl TOrma TH He B3s1JT MeHS ¢ co00i, TO ceivac Tebe OB He MPUILIIOCH XKEHUTHCS Ha
MHe.

— OKcus, MeHsS HUKTO He 3aCTaBJsIeT XKeHUThCS Ha Tebe. Hukto. Buguius? HUKTO He IpuUcTaBisieT
MHe HOX K ropiy. IToxanyicTa, BEICTyIIai MeHs. f IefCTBUTEIbHO X0UY B3SITh T€OS B JKEHHI.
Heyxenu Tel He TIOHUMaEIb?

YecTHO roBOps, DKCUU C TPYOOM BEPUIIOCH, UTO KTO-TO ¥ B CAMOM fieJie X04eT OBITh C Hell. Bcio
JKU3Hb ee OKPYKau Te, KOMY IJIaTHUJIU 3@ TO, YTOOBI HAXOMUTHCS PANOM C Hel. [I)KeMu KeHUTCS Ha
Hel, IOTOMY YTO OHa OTHajia eMy CBOIO IeBCTBEHHOCTh, IIOTOMY YTO OH CYUTAET 3TO CBOMM JOJITOM.
YecTb TaK BaxKHa OJIsT HETO, YTO OH COTJIAaCEH OTKa3aThCs OT HafeXK bl )KEeHUTHCS Ha OoraTou
HacyegHuie. Jla ¥ OHa caMa IepecTaHeT OBITh HaCJeOHUIIEH, efiBa OTELl Y3HAET O ee MOCTYIKe. A
BOPYT [KeMu BOZHEHABUOUT ee, KOTra 00HAPYXKUT, YTO B IeMCTBUTEIBHOCTY UMEHHO OHa Oblyla
HacJIeMHUIEN U 13-3a COOCTBEHHOM B30AJIMOITHOCTH JIUIIIUIA €T0 BO3MOXKHOCTH UCIIPABUTh
MaTepuasbHOE I0JIOKEHNUE CeMbU?

B3sB Ikcuio 3a mogbopookK, [KeMu 3aCTaBUI ee MOMHSTh Ta3a.
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— A Kax ke TBo# geBu3 «JIoBM MOMEHT»?
— W3-3a Hero-To 4 ¥ nomaja B 3Ty UCTOPUIO, — C OTBPAllleHNeM OTBETUJIA OHA.
[IKeMu OT AyIIN PacxoxoTascCs.

— IIpaBusnbHO, HO 5 paf 3ToMy. CemoBaTesIbHO, JaBay IPONOJIXKATh XKUTh OOHUM JHeM. Celiyac M
IIOKEHUMCS, U eCJIU TBOM OIleKyH HalfleT KaKoH-HUOygb crtoco0 aHHY/IMPOBaTh Halll 6pak, Tak TOMY U
ObITh. — «MoOs CMepTh — BOT €IMHCTBEHHBIN CII0CO0 aHHY/IMPOBaTh €ro», — IogyMaJ OH, HO He
CKasaJl 3TOr0 BCJIYX, BUOSA, YTO JKCHUS YeM-TO HallyraHa. — A moKa MHl OyeM HacllaXaaTbCS OPYT
opyroM. A Moxert s omu0ach, ¥ Tebe He MOHPABUIIOCH JTAaCKATh MEHSI? — IOHU3UB T0JI0C, JOOABUII
OH.

— O [Ixemu, — BEIIOXHYJIa JKCUsI, — BOBCe HET. O4eHb IIOHPABUI0Ch. MHE NOCTAaBUJIO YIOBOJILCTBUE
moTparuBaThCs 10 Tebs, 1enoBaTh Te0s. Tkl 0OUeHb KpacuB 00HaXKEHHBIN, ¥ MHE TOHPABUIIOCh. ..

On ToneyeM 3aCTaBUII €€ 3aMO/I4YaTh.

— MHe u Tak 6yeT HellerKo OOXKAaThCs KOHIA IIEPEMOHUH, a THI [leJlaelllb IIBITKY ellle My4YuTeIbHee.
[Tocnymmaii, eCciu MBI Ce4ac IOXXKEHNUMCS, TO HOYb IPOBEEM B OMHOU KPOBaTHU. A €ClIi HET, TO THI
Oymelb CIiaTh Ha IIOJTY.

OKcus cCMOTperia Ha [I2KeMu, pa3peiBasiCh MEXAY 3IpaBbEIM CMBICIIOM U 9MOLUSAMU. Eil He cienyeT
BBIXOOUTH 3a Hero. M oHa 3HaeT 3T0. OHa HU CEKYHOHl He COMHEBAETCs B TOM, UTO OTel] aHHYIUPyeT
ux Opak, maxe eciu B ee upeBe OyneT KuTh pedeHok [Ixemu. s [lepkuHa MelineHxomia 3aK0H OH
caMm. Ho Bpsz 1 OH IPUYMHUT Bpef [[KEMU U ero CEMbe, eCli OHa TTIOKOPUTCS eMY U BBITTOJIHUT BCE,
YTO OH IOTPeOyeT, TO eCTh BHIMIET 3aMyXK 3a TOr0, KTO 3a Hee 3allJIaTI. 3HAYHT, B ee
pacropsKeHuu eCTh HECKOJIBKO JHEeH, a MOXKeT, Hefleslb, II0Ka OTell Bce He 00HAPYKUT, ¥ BCE 3TO
BpeMs OHa OymeT :xkKeHo [KeMu.

«Ero xeHou!» — BOCTOPKEHHO I0yMalla AeBYyIIKa, U ee TeJI0 OXBAaTUJI CIafOCTHEIN TpeneT. OHa
Habpasa B rpy/ab mo6osbllle BO3oyXa:

— 4 TepmeTh He MOTY CHaTh Ha MOJy. [[:KeMU YCMeXHYJICH.

— Torpa mouiny, BUKapuu XKaer.

BcTaB, OH CHUNIBHO CXKaJll €e PYKy, ¥ OHU HaIllpaBUIUCh K IIEPKBH.
I'maBa 23

Ixxemu c ynbpIOKoM HaOMI0gan, Kak JKCUsl CTPEMUTENIBHO IlepeMelaeTcs 10 KOMHaTe, pacKiagblBas
II0 MecTaM ero ofexXay U Bo3Bpalllasi HeKoe opobue nopsigka ux obutanumly. «OHa cyuTaer, —
IyMaJl OH, — YTO JOJIKHa IIOKyIaTh JOCTYII K cepAllaM Jtofel, roe Obl HU oKa3biBasach. Ho He
IeHbraMH, a fejlaMu, 0oOPOTON U MOANePKKOM. Eif KakeTcs, YTO HUKTO He MOTI00UT ee IMPOCTO TaK.
Co3pmaetcs BnevatieHne, OyOTO OHa CTPEMUTCS XOTh YEM-TO KOMIIEHCUPOBATh CBOU HEIOCTATKM».

Ho cettuac, rnsnas Ha Hee, OH Bce Gosbiie 1 0ombline yOexKmancs, 4YTo y Hee HeT HeJOCTAaTKOB.

— Wpu cloma, — XpUIIIO TPOTOBOPHII OH, He BRIIePXKaB 3PejIuilia MOKaYMBaIOIIUXCS IPU KaXKIoM
nBuxeHuu 6emep IKCUM U 0OTIHYTOM IyIaTheM TPYOU.

— Ho kak xe Tak, [IxKemu, MHE HY2KHO ITOYHUCTHUTL TBOIO OJEXKIY. A erre MHe HY2XKHO...
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— WUnu croma. Hemennexnso.

[Tocne CKPOMHOM IIePEMOHUY B 1IePKBU OHU BEPHYIUCH B TOCTUHUILY, YTOOBI COOpaTh BEIU U B3ATh C
co0011 KapeHoro IbINIeHKa, KOTOporo [I:keMu pa3opBall onojiaM, YToOE OHM MOTJIM €CTh €ro Ha
X0my. YKe BeuepoM, KOrfa COJIHIle CeJI0, OHU OCTAHOBUJIUCH B OPYrou roctuHune. Cpasy mo npuesfe
OKCHS HallpaBUIaCh Ha KyXHIO, YTOOBI ITPOC/IEAUTH, KaK TOTOBUTCS UX YKUH. [I)KeMU He YIUBHUIICS,
KOTJa X035IMH BHIBEJI €€ U3 KyXHHU. [leByIIKa yIrupanach 1 IPOJoKaJja 3aChIaTh ero0 COBeTaMu O
TOM, KaK JIy4llle YIIPaBJIsaTh X035UCTBOM.

— Iepxute ee npu cebe, — IPOLEANUIT CKBO3b 3yOHl Blafesiel] TOCTUHUIIE, He IIPUHSB K CBEIEHUI0 HU
OIOUH COBET JKCHH.

— C yooBOJILCTBHEM, — OTBETHUII [[2KEMU U YCafuI )KeHY Ha CKaMbIO PSIOM C CO0Oii.

— Mi3-3a HEYMeJIoT0 yIIpaBlieHUsI OH TepsieT MHOTO JieHeT, — ImpoOopMoTasa JKcus, u [Ixemu,
paccMesBIINCE, YMOKHYII ee B J100.

EMy oueHb HPABHUJIOCH TO, UYTO OHa 3a00TUTCS O HEM Tak XKe, Kak Ipexkpe 3aboTunach o IpyTux.

U BOT ceriyac OHU HaXOAUJIACH ONHU B CBOEU clajibHe. [[:KeMU OTKUHYII Ofiesijia Ha KPOBaTU U
IPOTAHYN JKCUMU PyKy. O4apoBaTeNIbHO 3apAEBLINCH IIPU MBICIM O TOM, YTO Cei4aC OHU BIIEPBHIE
OynmyT 67TM3KM KaK MyX ¥ JKeHa, IeByIlIKa CMYIIeHHO OTBepHYyach. [IpoIiyio HECKOJIbKO MUHYT,
Ipexye 4eM OHa, IT0K0JIe0aBIINCh, TOCMOTpea Ha MPOTIHYTYIO ed PYKY.

— Wpu cioa, 4ePTEHOK, — TJIyXUM I'0JIocoM 1o3Ban ee [[xkemu. — Heyxemnu Thl Ooutbes MeHs? Th
XKe He 00sJ1ach, KOTOa Hallagalla Ha MeHd... S 0CTaJICsI TaKUM XKe, COBCEM He U3MEeHHJICS.

Oxkcus 6pocunack B 00BATHS MyXKa.

— O [Ixxemu, MHe IeWCTBUTEILHO CTPAIIHO. 1 He 3Hal0, YTO 9TO TaKoe — OBITh XKeHOH. [Jaxe
BpeMeHHO. THl II03HaI MHOXKECTBO JKEHIINH, ¥ Bce OHU ObUIM BII0OIEHH B Te0s. BoXke, Kak g MOTy
COIepHUYaATh C PpaHIlyKeHKaMH U MIPUABOPHEIMU JamMaMu? ¢ BCEro JUIllb [0Yb TOPTOBIA. OTO OymeT
HeJIeTKOH 3ajadei.

[Toka 9kcus roBopuia, xemu pa3aeBall ee, ﬂeﬁCTBYH OOBOJIBHO YMEJIO, B II0 Me€Pe TOTr0 KaK
00HaXkKaJoCh CTpOfIHOG TeJIo, ero0 IIoIeJIyu CTaHOBUIIMCE BCE IIJIaMEHHEe U HACTOMYHBEE.

Bre3amnHo JKcus 3aMoI4ala, a 3aTeM BOCKJIMKHYJIA:
— Kaxk mHe npusatso, [Ikemu! Tsl 3aMedaTeNnbHO LeNyembCsa. Thl MHOIO IPAKTUKOBAICA?

Ixemu YHLIGHYHCH: BCe J'IIO6OBHI/II_ILI 3aJaBalid €My 3TOT 2K€ BOIIPOC, BCETra XkKeJjlad YCIIbIIAaTh B
OTBET, YTO OHU O0COOEHHBIE MITH, 10 KpafIHefI Mepe, XO0Tb 9EM-TO OTIIMYAKTCA OT CBOUX
IIpeanieCTBEHHHUII.

— CoBceM He IIPAaKTUKOBAJICSA, — 3asdBUJI OH. — Y MeHs HeT OIIbITa, II03TOMY, €CIIH1 51 COeJIalo OI.T.II/I6Ky,
Tebe IIPpUAOEeTCHd IMOIIPABUThL MEHS.

— BpyHuIika, — BOCTOP2KEHHO MMPOTOBOPHMIA DKCHUS U 3aKphijia T7la3a, KOrja ero ryobl KOCHYIHCH ee
IIeH.

— 4 HaY4HJICA JITATh OT CcOOCTBEHHOM KEeHBI. DKCHUS 3aCMesiyiaCh, U IIxxeMu, OIIPOKHWHYB €€ Ha CIINHY,
COpBaJl C Hee MIoCIIegHNEe OOEXKIbI.
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IeBymika 3a0ry1a 000 BceM Ha CcBeTe, Korga JIxKeMu IIPUHSJICS JTaCKaTh ee TeJo.
— Ilokaxu MHe, KaK JOCTaBUTh TeOe YIOBOIbLCTBHE, — IIPOIIENTaja OHa.

— OpHO TBOE IPUCYTCTBHUE OOCTABJIIET MHE YOOBOILCTBHE, HO TH JaXke He [oTaAbIBaembcsi 00
3TOM, — OTBETHJI OH, CHOBA KOCHYBIIUCH TyOaMu ee IIeH.

OH 3Ham: OHa cumMTaeT, Oy[ITO eMy BCe U3BECTHO 00 MCKYCCTBE JTI00BY, HO HAa CAMOM Jiejie OH HUKOTIa
He ITPOBOMUII C KEHIITWMHON OO0JbIIIE OJHOW HOUM, TOTOMY YTO OIACAJICS CIOXKHOCTEN U ITPOYUX
HETIPUSTHOCTEH, KOTOPhIe Hen36exKHO BIEKYT 3a co00i YacThele CBUAaHUsSI. KpoMe TOro, HU OfgHA
JKEeHIIMHA He BBI3bIBajla B HEM CTOJIb OYPHBIX MoK, [I03TOMY OH He TOKPHUBUII OYIIIOW, CKa3aB
OKCHH, YTO y HEro HeT ombITa. MyKYKUHEI ObI ITOCMesIUCh Hal HUM, HO bepeHrapus Hepenko
Ha3bIBaJla €r0 POMAaHTUKOM. BIoJIHE BO3MOXKHO, UTO OH XPaHU ce0s1 [JIs KEHITWHE, KOTOPYIO
TIOJTIOOUT I0-HACTOSAIIEMY.

Y Hero HUKOra He OBITI0 BpeMeHHU, gyMan [KeMHu, HaclaAuThCs XKEHIIMHOM Tak, KaK OH cenyac
HaclaXkJascs mpeyiecTHOM JKcuel. EMy mo 6e3yMusi X0Teslock II03HaTh €€ Tel0. MEICTb 0 TOM, YTO
[0 HEro HUKTO He KacaJiCsl ee, HAIOJIHSIJIA ero aymry BoctoproM. OH pafoBajicsi TOMY, YTO OHa
BLIPOCJIa B U30JISIMHU, UTO €} He IOBEI0Ch BCTpedaThCsa ¢ MyKunHaMu. OH C yIUBIEHUEM OTKPHII B
cebe cOOCTBEHHHUKA, ¥ SMOITUH, KOTOPEIE OH MCIBLITEIBAJ IIPU 9TOM, JeHCTBUTEILHO OBIIM HOBEIMHU [JISI
HEro.

I>xeMu oBnagesn JKCue, HoO el CTBOBAJ CIUIIKOM OBICTPO, IIOTOMY YTO CJIMIIKOM CHJIBHO JKeJall ee.
Bo BTOpO¥ pa3 OH He CIiellla BeJl ee K KyJIbMUHAILIMY, 3aCTaBIIsAs BIru0aThcs oyroit. OH HaMepeHHO
IIPOJIJIeBall ee MYKY, pa3kuras CTpacTh U MOIy4asl YIOBOJIbCTBUE OT 3TOT0. Korma ke oHa IpuHSIach
B IIBITY TIOKYCHIBATh €TI0 IlI€10, OH ITePeBEPHYJICS Ha CIIMHY U II0CAauT ee Ha cebs.

— O [Ixemu, KaKo¥ THl ©300peTaTeNbHEIM, — Mpo6opMoTaia OHa U, TOBUHYSICh HHCTUHKTY,
IIPUHSIIACh OBUTATHCS BBEPX U BHUS.

I>xeMu TIOMOTas el pyKaMu, ¥ BCKOpE ee TeMII YOLICTpHUIICs. HakoHell OH pe3Ko BOIEeN B Hee, U UX
Tea 3a0UiIKCh B Cygoporax. JKCUs B U3HEMOKEHUH yIajia Ha criuHy. CIoyCcTs HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi OHa
JIeria pSaoM C HUM U, IIPUIIOTHSBIINCEH Ha JIOKTE, 3arisiHysIa eMy B Tjla3a.

— MHe yXkacHO IoOHpaBuoce, [Ixkemu. U g pafa, 4To TH He 3aCHYIIL.
PaccMesBIINCh, OH IIOIEJIOBAlI €e.

— HOCMOTpI/IM, KOI'0 U3 HaC IIE€PBEIM CMOPHUT COH, — CKa3aJl OH U IIOI'JIafuII €€ 2KUBOT.

3eBasi, IKCuUs IBITAIaCh B306pAThCS HA JIOIIaAb, HO Iocjae 0eCCOHHOM HOYM HUKAK He MOTJIa
COCPEeNOTOYUTEL CBOM B3IJISI HA CTPEMEHU. YBUIEB, UTO U TPEThS IOMBITKA He IIPUBeNia K KeJaeMoMy
pe3ynbTaty, [I2KeMu BCTaBUJ ee HOTY B cTpeMs u nofcanuil. OHa Bce ellle 3eBajla, KOTia OH CYHYII el
B PYKH IIOBO{.

II>KeMu He MOT cHepzKaTb yNIbIOKU. Byay4yu conpmaToM, OH IPUBBIK O0APCTBOBATE IT0 HECKOJIbKY THEH,
B OTJIMYHME OT JKCUH, BCET/Ia CIIABIIEH 10 HouaM. [109TOMy ABe IOCTegHUE HOUM, BO BPEMST KOTOPHIX
OH He [aBaJl eyl IJ1a3 COMKHYTh, BEIOUIHN €€ U3 KOJIeH.

OTH HOYM [IOCTABUJIM €My HellepefaBaeMoe HacnaxaeHue. HecMoTps Ha To 4To OKCHS ycTaBasla 3a
IIeHb ¥ OfHAaXK[bl faXke 3aCHysa 3a Y2KUHOM, OHa Obljla II0JTHA CHJI, e[lBa OHYU 3aKpHIBajIM OBEPH CBOEH
KOMHATHI ¥ 0CTaBaJIUCh OOHU. FX oflexkia MTHOBEHHO pa3JieTanach 10 BCel ClialbHe, U OHU
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Opocanuch B 00bATUS OPYT OPYyTa.

K cBoeit pagoct, [I2KeMU OTKPHII, UTO DKCHS C 9HTY3Ma3MOM BCTPEYAET BCE TO, UTO OH U300peTaeT
B nocTenu. [MOKasl, Kak UBa, OHA C JIETKOCThIO IPMHUMaJIa JitoOble o3kl u3rubanach ¥ 00BUBaIach
BOKDPYT HET0, TOYHO 3Mes.

Vike OGruKe K PacCCBETY OHU 3aCHIIAJIK, HO BCKOPE COJIHIIE U IIYM Ha OBOPe OYOUIU UX, U OHU C
HEOXOTOM OTPHIBAJIUCE APYT OT APYTa, OE€BANIUCh U CITyCKaIKCh BHU3 3aBTPAKATE.

HayTpo mocne nepBoi HO4UM [[:KeMH, IPOCHYBIINCh, 00HAPYKUJI, YTO KPOBATh PSIAOM C HUM IIyCTa, U
3anaHuKoBajl. JIuie yBU#eB JKCUIO, CIIABIIYIO0 B eAUHCTBEHHOM KpECJie, OH YCIIOKOWICs. Bo3re Hee
TIOTPEeCKUBAJa IIOYTH ITOJTHOCTHIO CTOPEBIIAS CBeYa, a 110 BceMy oIy ObUIM pa30pocaHbl PUCYHKH.
3auHTEepeCcOBaBIINCE, [[KEMU OCTOPOKHO BLIOpAsICS U3 IOCTEH U, COOpaB JIMCTKHU, MTOAOIIET K OKHY.
Ha Bcex pucyHkax Obl1 n300pakeH OH, HO DKCHs CUIBHO IIpAyKpacunia ero, pemmn [Ixxemu. BoT oH,
CUI BepXOM, IIBITAeTCS YCMUPHUTH JIOLIaAb, KOTOpas UCIyraHHO HATUTCA. BOT OH cpaxkaeTcs C
pa30oiHUKaMu: HaKJIOHSETCS, YTOOBI JOCTaTh M3-3a FOJIEHUIIA Calora KMHXKa; 6pocaeT KUHXKAJ, U
TOT JIETUT B pPa300WHMKA; IPOTHIKAET IITIArod BTOPOro pa300oiHIKa; HECET Ha PYKaX MOTEPSBIIIYIO
CO3HaHNe JKCHUI0; 3allUIaeT CBOUM TEJIOM [EBYIIKY.

CHauasia puCyHKH BBI3BaU y [[2KEMU CHUCXOOUTEIBHYIO YIEIOKY, HO 3aTEM OH ITOYYBCTBOBaAJI Ce0s
cunbHee, Myapee u oTBaxkHee. OH 6epexXHO CJIOXKWII INCTKU U OTHEC DKCUI0 Ha KPOBaTh.
YCcTpouBIIKCH PSIAOM C Hel, OH ORICTPO MOTrpy3usics B CoH. IlocmenHed ero MbIC/IbIO OBIJIO TO, YTO OHA
ITpaBa B OMHOM: OH IEMCTBUTEIHHO TOTOB OTIaTh CBOIO XKU3Hb 3a HEe.

U BoT celtuac [keMu exajl ¥ IyMall O TOM, YTO UX TaK Ha3kIBaEMbIH «Me[IOBBI MeCSI]» MOMOIIeN K
KoHIy. CerogHs oHU 000OepyTCs [0 ero MOMeCThsl U OKaXKyTCS CpeOyu POOCTBeHHUKOB. HecMoTps Ha
TO YTO OH JIIOOMJI CBOIO CEMBIO ¥ ITOHMMAJI, YTO TPEIIHO PEBHOBATh, MY He XOTeJI0Ch HU C KeM [IeJTUTh
JKCHI0.

OrnsHYBUINCH, OH YBUOEN, YTO V DKCHUH CIUIAIOTCS I'Jla3a ¥ OHA efBa OePKUTCS B Cemjie, U
yneIOHYIICS. B mocnenHee BpeMst MEXK[Y €ro KeHOU U ee JIOIIafbio YCTaHOBUIIOCH CBOETO Poaa
nepeMupue. BepHas cBoei MpuBHIYKE 3a00TUTHCS 000 BCEX, KTO HAXOMUTCS Ha ee IMOMeYeHNH, JKCHUs
BCETMa CIpalirBana y [I:keMu, He 3a0blT TH OH HAKOPMUTD ¥ HAIIOUTh KOOBITY, OMHAKO HE
WCIBITBIBAJIA TIPY 3TOM OOJIBIIION JTI00BY K XKMBOTHOMY. ClefyeT MPU3HATh, YTO U3 [EBYIIKU HE
TIOJTYYUTCS YMeJIoN BCamHUIEL. I1pyu MaseiineM ToT4Ke OHa Opocasia IIOBOM ¥ CYHOPOXKHO BIIEIISIach
B IyKy cemsia. CTOMIIO HEMHOTO YCKOPHTS IIIar, KaK OHa 0OXBaThIBaja PyKaMHu IIIel0 JIOIIaoH U
3aXXMypHBaIach.

Haknonusmmucs, [I:kemMu nogoOpat OBOA, BHIIABIINY U3 PYK 3acHYBIIeN dKcuu. OHU exaau MUMO
JIyTa, MTOKPEITOT0 KOBPOM MaprapuTok. [IKeMu 3Hajl, 94TO 3Ta 3eMJIS IPUHAAJIEKUT eT0 Ky3eHaM.
Y3kas TPOIIMHKa NIposerasa 4epes [oje U Bejla Ha XOJIM K IPOCeKe, Ha KOTOPOU NPefKy
MoHTroMepu IOCTPOUIN KaMeHHBIM JoMuK. Ceidac oH CTOS 6e3 KPHIIIK, OfHa CTeHa 00BaInIach,
HO BCe Xe OH COXpaHWJI 0YapoBaHue, ellle B JeTCTBe [TofMeYeHHoe bepenrapuei. [I;xeMu He MOT
IIPeICTAaBUTh JIy4lllero MecTa AJisl CBOEU MOJIOLOU XKEHHL.

JKcud He IIPOCHYJIACh, KOT'Ida OH CBEPHYIJI Ha TPOIIMHKY U IIOBEII €€ K06BIJIY qepeas 11ojie. Ona =He
IIPOCHYJIACh UM TOT'Ad, KOT'Jda OH OCTAHOBHIJI JIoIIafied, CHSJI ee C cefjia U OTHEC B TEHb Ppa3BalivH.

3a rogel cpaxeHuu [[>KeMu Hay4uJICS CIaTh U IIOA JOXKAEM, U IO IPOXOT MyIleK, IT03TOMY ceildac
CBEPHYBINasCs KTy60UKOM IKCHUS ¥ XOJIOMHBIN KaMeHb CTEHH Y HETO 3a CIIMHOM He OBITU [JIST HeTo
IIOMEX0Y, U OH MTHOBEHHO 3aCHYIIL.

On IIPOCHYIICA Iepen 3aKaTOM M, 3aMETHB, YTO CUJIBHO IT0X0JIOAAJIO, KpeIde IMpuzKajl 9xkcwuio K cebe.
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— Bce emme cuutaetpb, 6yaTo s meiTanack youts ®paHuecky, BHI3BaB Y Hee MIPUCTYT YAYIIbS OT
MaprapuToK? — BAPYT CIPOCHUIa DKCUS, 3aMETUB, YTO B3r/IsA[ [[:KeMU yCTPEMIEH Ha IOoJie
MaprapuTox.

—Asa penini, 9TO ThI CIIMIIb.

— W ma, u HeT. [I;KeMHu, IOoCIeqHNe HEeCKOJIBKO NHeH ObIIM CAaMBIMM CYACTIHMBEIMU B MO€H XKU3HU. TH
ObLT Tak m0Op Ko MHe. Kak ThI JyMaells, 5T TOHPABIIIOCh TBOEH ceMbe?

— Ouu nom64T Tebsi, — yBePEHHO OTBETUIT [[2KEeMHU.
— OHU He paccTposiTCd U3-3a feHer? M3-3a Toro, 4To 5 He HaclegHUNa?

<<BepHee, O0JIBITE HE SBIISIOCH HaCIIeQHUIIEW», — MBICIIEHHO IIOIIpaBHIIa OHa cebs u TyT XKe
3aIIpeTuiia cebe BCIIOMHHATEL 00 3TOM.

— OHu nom6gT Te0s Takou, Kakas TH eCTh, — YIBIOHYICA [IKeMHu.

TomoBa Okcuu nexkaia Ha Ijlede MyXKa, ¥ JeByIIKa MedTajia 0 TOM, YTOOH 3Ta MUHYTa IJINIach
BeuHO. Ho [I;kemMu pa3pyIuus ee MeYTHI.

— Yro0 TH CKPEIBA€Ib OT MEHS? — TUXHUM T'0JIOCOM IIOMHTEPECOBAJICA OH.

— Hu-Hu4ero, — 3alnmHasCh OTBETUIIA OHA, 3aCTUTHYTad BPACIIJIIOX €TI0 BOIIPOCOM, U €[IBa He
pacmnaKanach, IOYYBCTBOBAB, KAK OH HAIIPATCA.

— EcTb HeuTo, yTO U3BeCTHO TeOe, ®panyecke u Toxy, HO He U3BECTHO MHe. I KOXel OIIyIIaio 3TO.
4 Bupen, Kak BH TPOe MeperisgblBaluch, ¥ CblIal, Kak ®paHuyecka yrpoxana tebe.

— Yrpoxana MHe? YTO TH UMeells B Buny? — [I2KeMu pacCepauiiCsa U MOMBITAJNICA CTOJIKHYTh DKCHUIO
C KOJIEH, HO OHa KPEeNKo Blleuiach B Hero. — [loxarnyiicra, He 311Ch Ha MeHs. YMOJIsiio Tebd,
Hxemu! d mobmio Tebs. 4 6e3ymHo 0610 Tebs. d npru3Hanach Tebe B 3TOM, ellle KOTTla BEIlaBaia
cebs 3a [Tnany.

U Bce xke €My yHOaJIOCh CTOJIKHYTE €€ Ha 3eMIJIIO.

— Bcerpa, ¢ mepBoOi MUHYTHI, — IIPOTOBOPHUJI OH, OTBEPHYBILKUCH, — THI JITajla MHe. B Ty HOYB, B
majiaTke, 1 He 3HAJI, YTO 3TO ThI, HO Cpa3y IOHSJI, YTO TH 0COOEHHAs, He TaKas, KakK BCe Te, KOTo 5
BCTpedas. BodaMoxkHO, 51 061 000 BCeM orafascs, eciu 6bI HEMHOTO IIOPAa3MBICITHII, TIOTOMY YTO U THI,
u JIuaHa...

— MBI — 4TO? — BCTpENeHyach JKCUS.

— Bnusku MHe, — oTBeTHn [[2KeMu. — MHe TPyOHO OIKCaTh CBOU oyIieHus. C mepBoro MrHOBEHHUS
sl IOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MKy TOOOW ¥ MHOM CyILIeCTBYeT HeKast OIM30CTh, Kak OYITO THI BCerma
IpuHafJexasna MHe. J 0TBeuy Ha TBOM BOIIPOC: HET, 51 HE CYMUTAI0, UTO THI MTHITANIACh YOUTH
®panuecky. U Torpa s Tak He cuuTtan. [a, ga, s roBOpua o0OpaTHOE, HO B TOT MOMEHT MHE Ka3aJiocCh,
YTO MeHs npefanu. — [I0BepHYBIIKCE, OH B35J1 €€ 3a PyKH ¥ IIOCMOTPEI eH B rfia3a. — f He MOTy
00BSICHUTH, YTO IIOYYBCTBOBAJ K TeOe B Ty MUHYTY, KOTa MBI BCTPETUIIUCEH, — MTPOHOJIXKUI OH. —
[TepebpaBIuch yepe3 CTEHY, S TOBOJILHO IOJT0 MPSTAJICS B KyCTaxX U ciaenqun 3a To6o#. TBoe yMeHHe
pHCOBATH MOTPSICIIO MeHs. Kak 3aBOpOKeHHHIH, s1 60j1ee 4aca HaOI0mas 3a TeM, Kak Ha XOJICTe
TIOSIBIISIETCS JTMII0. BCce TBOM IBUXKEHUS OBIIN OBICTPHIMU, TOYHBIMU U YBEPEHHBIMU. — [IpHu3HaHue
JI2xeMH B TOM, YTO OH TaK HOJIT0 HaOJoma 3a Hel, OIIeIOMHIII0 JKCcHio. — He 3Halo, Kakue SMOLUHU
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BO3HUKJIA B MO€H Ayllle B TOT MOMEHT, HO I IOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BCTPETHUII XKEHIIUHY, C KOTOPOU X0Uy
IPOXKUTE XKU3Hb. — OH MOTJIAKII ee 10 1eKe. — He IPoCTO KeHUTHCS WY HOJTI00UTh, @ UOTH PyKa
00 PYKY 110 XKU3HU. f1 ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3Ta KEHIIMHA [TOMMET MeHs, KOT/la 5 pacCKaxy e 0 MOUX
oTie u OpaTe, 0 Moel MaTepH, 0 bepeHrapuu, maxe o [IK00H, YTO C 9TOM XKEHIIUMHON MOXKHO
rOBOpPUTH 000 BCeM Ha cBeTe. Hu K KOMYy HUKOTfIa 51 He YyBCTBOBa/I HUYEro nomgo0Horo. [Jaxe K
MyXK4yuHaM. f HUKOTa He IIpearnosaras, 4To cMory... — OH IpUCTaJbHO IOCMOTPeI Ha Hee. — {1
HUKOTa He IIpeAronaraj, 4T0 CMOT'y KOMY-TO IIOTHOCThIO AOBePATh. 4 Bepio Pucy, Tomacy u cBouM
cecTpaM, HO HMKOI'TIa He OTKPHIBAIO0 UM BCIO IIPABAY, JUIIb TO, YTO CUMTAI0 HyKHBIM. Ho, HaOmomas
3a ToOOM, 51 MOHSII: B Tebe eCTh HeUTO, YTO II03BOJISIET JOBEPSAThL Tebe.

— TrI HelCTBUTENBHO MOXKEIIb JOBEPATh MHe, [[2KeMu, — MpollenTaia IKcusd. — Jlaxe MoJ CTpaxoM
CMEePTH S He IIOMAY Ha IIpefaTelbCTBO.

— IIpegatensCcTBO. BOT 4TO S IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KOTHa 0OHAPYKUI TBOM 06MaH C MaprapuTKaMu.
— ¢ He morappIBajsach... — Havyalla OMPaBABIBATLCS JKCHS, HO [[2KeMU IIpepBal ee:

— MHe W3BECTHO, YTO THl He JOorafgkiBarach. MHe U3BECTHO, YTO Thl HUKOT/Ia HUKOTO He IhITalach
youTh. 1 BCce XKe s MOYyBCTBOBas cebs Tak, OyaTo ThI penasna MeHs. f Tak Gecrnokouncs o Tebe, a
THL... — [[2KeMU OTAEPHYJI PYKHU U OIATh OTBEPHYJICSA. — T0 XKe caMoe 51 4yBCTBYIO cendac. — OH
BHOBb ITIOCMOTPEJT Ha [IEBYIIKY. — JKCHUS, TH IIpefajia MeHsI.

— ¢l HY pa3y He IPUKOCHYJIACh K OPyroMy Myx4vHe! Thl eJUHCTBEHHBIN!
— He penait Bup, 6yaTO He MOHsIa MeHs! — B30pBaJiCs OH. — UTO ThI CKPHIBAEIIH OT MEHS?
— 4.

OKCHHU XOTEJI0Ch OTKPHITH €My ITpaBAy, HO OHA 60si71ach, YTO JIUIIUTCS M T€X HECKOJIBKUX JHEU, YTO
€CTh B X PACIIOPSIXKEHUH, eClIu chenaeT 9To. OH pacCepauTCs Ha Hee — BeOb TO, YTO OHA yTauia OT
HET0, UTPaeT OTPOMHYIO POJIb B MX XKU3HU. ECITM OHa CKaxXeT, UTOo SBISETCS (UK SBJISIACH)
HaclenHuIey MelieHxoa, OH, 0€3 COMHEHUS, 3aKUHET €€ Ha 9Ty HEHABUCTHYIO KOOBUTY, ¥ OHU
OpocsTcst Ha MMOMCKU ee oTHa. [TpocTut nu otely [IKeMu 3a TO, YTO TOT, CaM TOT0 He Bemasi, 6e3
paspelneHus XKeHUJICS Ha ero Jouyepu?

— Kak g BHUXY, Thl HE HaMePEeHa IMOCBsAIIATh MEHA B CBOIO TaﬁHy.

— Jla HM4Yero oco6eHHOTO 5 He CKphIBalo, [IxkeMmu. Tak, mMeTCKKe TallHb, He UMEIoIIie 3HaYeHUS
IJ1s... — JKCUS 3aMoJT4alia Ha II0JIyCJIOBe, IOTOMY 4TO [[2KeMM BHe3almHO BCKOYMJI ¥ HallpaBUJICId K
cBoeli nowaau. [leBylika JorHasla ero U CxBaTuia 3a pykKy. — HeyxKesu Thl He MOXKeIllb IPUHATh
MeHS TaKoM, KaKas 5 eCThb?

— TrI mMees B BUY CMUPDUTLCA C TEM, YTO TEL J'II"YHLFI?

— Her, koHeuHo, HeT. 4 uMmelo B Buny... — OHa 3alHyJack, YBUAEB ero B30EIeHHbIH B3I, 3aTeM
rOpI0 BCKUHYJA I'OJIOBY. — $1 Takasi, KaKasi eCTh, He XyXe U He JIydine. S HUKorga He XkKeJjlajia 3j1a HU
tTebe, H1 KoMy-Tu0o apyromy. M s mpoiry Te6st IpUHUMATh MEeHSI UMEHHO TaKOM.

— A s npomty Te0s1 moBepATh MHe. — B ria3ax [keMu ynTanach Moib0a. — JKCHUS, TOKAyICTa,
CKaXXH{, YTO CTOUT MeXAy HaMU. f MOCTOSTHHO YYBCTBYIO 3TO. ThI XKUBEIIb Tak, OyATO KaXKObli JEHb —
nocnenuu nins tebs. ITouemy? Urto xpmet Tebs Buepenu? Th TsKes0 60bHA? Tebe CyKOeHO CKOPO
yMepeTh? f1 He MOT'y IOBEPUTH B 3TO, IOTOMY YTO YCIIEJI XOPOIIO Y3HATh TBOE TEJIO U BUXKY, UTO HET
HUKaKUX NIPU3HAKOB HefyTra. THl BCe BpeMsl TOBOPHILE O HalleM Opake Kak 0 4eM-TO BDeMEHHOM, HO
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MHEe TPY[IHO ITOHSTh, C KaKO# CTATH TBOM ONEKYH OyHOeT Bo3paxKaTh MPOTUB OpaKa MeXOY NO4YePhI0
6enmHOTO TOProBIila U rpadoM. — OH CUIBHO CXKaJll ee Iyiedun. — JKCUS, TOKATYHCTa, OTKPOIA, YTO
npecinenyeT Tebs. UYTo BHI3BIBAET Y TeOST TAKOM CUIIBHBINA CTpax?

— He mory, — otBetuna dkcusi. — [Ipomry, He Hamo. 1 He Mory. MHe HY2KeH TOJIbKO CEerOmHSITHUN
neHb, HU4ero 6osbire. OH BCce paBHO CKOPO 3aKOHYUTCS, TakK He MpubuxKal KoHel. YMOsio Tebs.

OTnycTtuB JKCuto, [I2KeMU MPOBEJI PYKOU I10 rjla3aM.
— JlapgHo, Oynb mo-TBoeMy. He paccka3swiBali MHeE, He IOBEPSIM MHe.

— Ho g melicTBUTENBHO BEpIO Tebe, — BO3pa3uiia IKcusl, MOILITAaBIINCh B3SITh €0 3a PYKy, HO OH
OTCTPAHHUIICA.

— Capguch Ha nomagb. Moii oM yKe 67IU3KO.

T'omoc [I2keMu TPO3ByYall TakK XOJIOMHO, YTO [IEBYIIKA €[]Ba He paciiakanack. OHa MoT4ya
TIOBEPHYJIach ¥ 3a0pajack B CEMJIO, BIepBhie 0e3 MOMOIIH MyXKa.

['maBa 24

Bcio gopory 9Kcusi, HM Ha MUHYTY He 3a0bIBaBIlas 0 TOM, YTO UX ¢ [[KeMu yeguHeHUe OIU3UTCS K
KOHIIy, CIIOpHJIa caMa C CO00M, IIEITasCh PEIIUTh, CJIEAYET JI PacCKa3biBaTh €My IIpaBay. Bo3MOXKHO,
OH IIPDOCTUT €€, BO3MOXKHO...

PaHHMM BeuepoM OHU YCTPOWIIM ITPUBAJ Bo3Jle 060unHHL. [10 ToMYy, Kak [I2KeMu ITOCMOTPEN Ha Hee,
KOT[a IepefiaBal eii xjaeb u CHp, JKCUS IIOHSTIA, YTO OH BCe ellle CEPAUTCS Ha Hee.

— Tsl He pacckasan MHe 0 pyproHax MelgeHxo0Ia, — MPOTrOBOPHIIA OHA, I ObI HAPYIIUTh
TATOCTHOE MOJTYaHUE, ¥ TYT Ke OTpyraia cebs 3a TO, YTO YIOMSHYJIa UMs CBOETO OTIIa.

K ee papoctu, [IxKemMu yabIOHYIICS.
— Ecnu Ovl TH Bufenia CMuUTa: U3 HETOo MOJIy4YUIach Takas YPOAUHA, KaKoH 5 B XKU3HU He BUOET.

— Ia, XKanb, KOHEYHO. — JKCUS B3TJITHYJIa Ha MyXKa U3-TI0f IOJTyONmyIleHHBIX pecHull. — Oco6eHHO
€CJIU Y4€eCTh, YTO HACJIEOHUIIA OUEHb KPAaCHBa.

Ho [I>xeMu, Ka3anochk, He YCIIBILIAI ee.

— YV CmuTa pyKy OIMHHBIE, KaK V 00€3bsSHE, TTOfT €T0 HOCOM MOXKHO YKPBITHCSI OT IOXKIS, ¥ BCE K€ OH
II0Ka3aJjl MHe IIKAaTYJIKY, IIOJIHYI0 MMUCEM, B KOTOPHIX ITOKJIOHHUKY O0BSCHSAIOTCS €My B JIIOOBU U
IIpeqsiaraiT pyky u cepare. Kak oH paccka3wBaeT, C HUM ITPOU30IIIN COBEPIIEHHO HEBEPOSTHHIE
HCTOPUH.

OKcus nomnepxuynach Kyckom xjieba. Ecnu Ovl [I;)KeMu He HaCTOSIT Ha TOM, YTOOBI OHU
IyTelIeCTBOBAIY IO APYTUMHU UMEHAMHU, TO, O UYeM OH T'OBOPHUT, CIy4Yunoch 6wl ¢ Helt! E#t coBceM He
XOTEeJIOCh 3HaTh, C YeM CTONKHYJCS CMUT, BhiIaBaBIIKi ce0s 3a HacleJHUILY, U BCe XK€ OHa, CJIOBHO
pebeHOK, KOTOPHIY NOATJISALIBAET B IIIEJI0YKY 3a IIUPKOBHIM IIPECTaBIeHNEM, IIOTOMY YTO HE MOXKET
IIPEO00JIeTh CBOE JII00OIBITCTBO, CIIPOCHIIA:

— HM-u 4TO Ke IpOou30I1I0?

— Ero 3aBanuny nucbMaMu, B KOTOPEIX IIpenjiaraloT IMMOKEeHUTHCA, IIPOCAT NeHEer, MOJIAT 00
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omoyxenuu. OnHa XKeHIKWHA BOUIa cebe B TOJIOBY, YTO HACTIE[HUIIA CIIOCOOHA U3/IEYHUBATH HEOYTHU
JIETKMM IIPUKOCHOBEHHMEM PYK, ¥ OHA TPU [HS C pe6EHKOM CjiefjoBajia 3a KapaBaHOM.

— A ugto cmenan CMUT? — mpolienTana IKCUsI, 3aMeTUB, YTO [[3KeMu HaXMypPHUJIICS.

— CMHUT casncs ¥ LeJbIX MoTdaca gepxkan pebeHKa Ha PyKaX, HO I03XKe... — 3aMoi4aB, [IxkemMu
TIOCMOTPEJT Ha [IeBYIIKY U TIOCIIEIIHO OTBEN rla3a. — [103Ke peGeHOK yMep, U KeHIIMHA ITPOKJIsiiIa
Cwmuta. OHa 3asiBUJIa, YTO Masiblia youna ckynoctb CMUTa, YTO HaclegHula MelieHxoIa UMeeT
CJIUIIIKOM MHOTO, HO He XeJlaeT HU C YeM PacCTaBaThCs, Jaxe paau KU3HU peOeHKa.

— Kakas 6eccmbicnunal To, 4TO y Hee €CTh IE€HbI'M, COBCEM He 03HAYaeT, YTO OHa o0afaeT
CBEPXBECTECTBEHHOU CHUJION.

— BoTr umenHO0. — BHOBB IIOJHSB Ha Hee ria3a, [xeMu ynebHYICsS. — [Io3TOMY g paf, 4To He
JKEHUJICS Ha Hacnenuuile MenneHxosmna.

— Panp?

— ¢ 3Ha10, TH HEe MOXKeIllb 3a0bITh O TOM, YTO S CTPEMMUJICS JKEHHUTHCS Ha HaCJIeHHUIIe, HO 3Ta uaes
IPUHAJIEXKUT MOUM CecTpaM. f He Xkejaio, YTOOBI [0 KOHIIA KU3HU MEeHS Ha3bIBalU «MYKUYUHOMU,
JKEeHUMBIITUMCS Ha HacnegHuile Menmenxomia». [TomoOHE 6pakK Bo3jlaraeT Ha MEHS CJIUIITKOM
00MbIIIyI0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTD U BJIeYeT 3a co00ii Maccy nepecynoB. — Ero ynbiOKa cTana IIpe. —
EcTecTBeHHO, MHe OBIIIO IPUSTHEE XKEHUTHCS Ha Tebe, a He Ha HaCllegHUIIe.

9Kcus B3BOTHOBAHHO CTJIOTHYIA.

— Tr1 Oygels gymMaTh MO-APYTOMY, €CJIU IONIyYuIllh 0T MeliieHX0/la pa3pelleHre KeHUTLCS Ha eTo
nouyepu. Tsl Oyfemb coxkaieTb 0 TOM, YTO JKEHUJICS Ha MHeE.

K obneryenuio feByIKHy, [I:KeMu 3aKAHYJI TOJIOBY ¥ PAaCX0X0TaJICs, 3aTEM BBHITALIUI U3 CEeeNIbHON
CYMKH CJIOKEeHHBIN JIUCTOK OyMaru.

— 4 Tak ¥ He OTIpaBUJI MUCHbMO. JKCHS Ha MTHOBEHME JINIINUIIACh Japa peydu.
— Ilucemo x Ilepkuny Meilinenxonny? He otnpasun? Ho ®paHuecka ckasaina...
[I’KeMu UYMOKHYII ee B IIEKY.

— ®paHyecka He CITUIIKOM coo0pa3uTelbHa, BepHO? Korma oHa MpUHSIAch HAaCTauBaTh Ha TOM,
yTOOBI ST OTIIPABUII MMCbMO MelIeHXoly Yepes3 Hee, y MeHs BO3HUKIIM MTO03PEHUs, U S CKa3all el,
OynTo yKe 0TOCTa ero, YToObl TOCMOTPETD Ha ee peakIiuio. IIpon3011I0 UMEHHO TO, Yero
oTlacasicsi: OHa yx&KacHysack. COMHeBalCh, UTO OHA IEMCTBUTEIHHO KOTHAa-M1u00 codupanach BHIUTHU 3a
MeHS 3aMyX. [lyMalo, OHa TOBOpWUIa 0 OpakKe JIUIIb [JI TOT0, YTOOH 3aCTaBUTh TeOsS PEBHOBATh. A
KaKOBO TBOe MHeHue"?

Okcus 6pocusnack [I:keMu Ha ILIeo.

— Mse abcomoTHO 6e3pa3nuyHo, 4ero moduBanack Opanyecka. O [IxKeMu, TH XOTh IOHUMAEIID, YTO
9TO 3HAYUT? JTO 3HAYUT, YTO Y HAC elle ecTh BpeMs. Bpems! Ero Henb3st KynuTh. O [IKeMH, Kak ke
s1 067110 TEOSs!

[>KeMu Tak U He MOHSJI, TI0YeMy HEOTOCJIaHHOE IIMChMO BBI3BaJIO Y €T0 JKEeHH TaKylo Oypio BOCTOPTA,
HO 00pafoBasics TOMY, YTO OHa CYacT/uBa. [IOMHS 0 TOM, UTO DKCHS O0TKa3asiaCh OTKPHITh €My CBOM
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CEKpeT, U 3Has, YTO TOJIbKO BPEMS Hay4uT ee JOBePSTh eMy, OH CIIPSiTal CBOI 00UAy B OTAAIEHHBIE
YTOJIKU. CBOEU AYIIN.

B cnemyromyto cexyHny [Ixkemu 1mo3abbi1 000 Bcex npobieMax ¥ caM0o3a0BEHHO OTHANICS
OXBaTHBIIEMY ero XKeJlaHuio. CII0BHO BOp, OXOTSIINICS 3a AParoleHHOCTSIMU JaMbl — a MOXKeT, Tak
OHO ¥ OBITIO? — OH IOTAIIXJ DKCHIO B POCIINE HeflaleKo OT HOPOTH KYCTHI.

Ero YOUBJIAJIO TO, 9YTO €TI0 CTPACTh K KE€HE YCUJIUBAETCSA C KaXKIObIM IHEM, a cenyac €My Oaxe
Ka3aJIOCk, YTO OH YMPET, €CJIM HE OBJIaJE€ET €l0. U oHa, 10 BCell BUTUMOCTH, YYBCTBOBaJlla TO XK€
caMoe.

OHY IIOCTIEIHO CKUHYJY OfeXK bl ¥ MIPUKAJIUCh APYT K APYTY B OTUASTHHOM CTPEMJIEHUU CIIUTHCS
BOENXHO. VX PYKU CILJIEIUCH, IbITAoIIe TyObl COMKHYJIUCH B IIOLIETYeE.

HakoHer ux cTpacTh OblyTa yTOJIEHa, ¥ [[2KeMHU B U3HEMOXKEHHUH yIIall Ha JKCHUI0, KOTOpas MPUHSIACh
HEeXKHO repedupaTh ero Bojiockl. E€ mepenonHsia 1000Bb, 0Ha ¢ 0c000i OCTPOTOM OIIlyIllajia CBOe
cyactbe. Ee mymry rpesa MBICTIE O TOM, YTO, pa3 OTeIl He TOJIyYHu/I MMChMO, 3HAYUT, OH He ITOCIIal 3a
HeW CBOUX JIIOMEH, U, CJIeJOBaTEIbHO, HUKTO HE YBe3eT ee OT [IKEeMH.

— YT0 OBl HU CITYYUIIOCH, TIOOMMBIN, IOMHU: g 11000 Te0s1, — mpoinenTasna oHa. — f o6 Tebs
BCeM ceppIeM. [laxe eciu...

— Ecnu uTt0? — copocurn [IxKeMu, IPUNIOAHUMASCh U 3arisigblBasi ei B rja3a.

Oxkcus 3acraBuia ce0s YIBIOHYTHCS U MOIBITaNach MPEBPATUTD BCE B IIYTKY:

— Jlaxke eciii MHe IIPUMETCs BHUATH 3a fApyroro. Ho JlxkemMu He IPUHAT LIyTKH.

— Trl IpUHAAJIEKUIITL TOJILKO MHE. gl MHOTO TPYAUIICS, YTOOBI 3aII0NTy4YuTh Te0s. Thl MOS.
— Ia, s TBOS, 4TO OBl HU CITYYUIIOCH.

II>KeMu XKpai, HafesCh, YTO OHa CKaxXkeT 6OJ'ILH.Ie, HO TIIETHO. B36ereHHBIN ee MOJTYaHUEM U
HegoBepHueM, OH BCKOYMII U 3aABUJI, YTO IIOPA TPOTaThCA B IIYTh.

OKCHHM XOTEI0Ch, YTOOH OH XOTsI OBl Ha BpeMsi 3a0BUI 0 ee TaiHaX, IOTOMY 4YTO BCE U TaK CKOPO
OTKPOETCH.

— Pacckaxu MHE 0 CBOEU CeMbe, — IIOIIPOCHJIA OHA, KOT'ld OH IIOOCaOgHuJl ee B Cedjyio. — Kak mHe
N3BECTHO, BEI C CeCTpOfI OMM3HeNkl, 3HaYUT, OHA TaK XKe HeKpPaCHuBa, KakK THI?

[2KeMu yCMeXHYIICA.

— Jaxe He 3HaI0, KaK 9TO MMOJTyYUIIOCh, HO bepeHrapus IeiCTBUTEIBbHO KpacaBulla. [lake HECMOTPS
Ha TO YTO OHA CJIe...

3aMoJT4aB Ha MOJIYCJIOBE, OH B3SJICS 3a JIYKY Cefjia, CoOupasich CECTh Ha JIOIIadgb, HO BHE3AIMTHO
TIOBEPHYJICS K OKCuuU. BcrioMHUB 0 ee mo6Bu K Tony, OH ITOHSJI, YTO OHA COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOMHO
BOCIIpUMET ero Onmu3kux. M k bepenrapuu, u K [I:k00H, ¥ K MaTepH, BUTAIOIIEH B MHEIX H3MEPEHUSX,
OHa OyZeT OTHOCHUTHCS KakK K 0OBIYHBIM NMofgsaM. OH yNIbIOHYIICS, U B €0 B3TJIsAfle 3aCBeTUIach JI000Bb.

— Kak TeI fyMaelsb, S IOHPaBJIIOCh UM? — OIATH CIIpoCcuila JKcus. — MX He pa3oyapyerT TO, 4To A
no4yb 6eTHOTO TOPTOBIA?
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— Hert, KOHEYHO HET, — C TIOJTHON YBEPEHHOCThI0 OTBETUTI [IKeMHu. — §1 OTIIpaBUI K HUM
TIOCBITTBHOTO, ¥ CeMYac OHU TOTOBAT Tebe pafyIIHbi mpreM. BoT yBunuinb. He mpoiigeT u AByX [HEH,
KaK OHU BCEeU AYIIOH MOom00sT Tebs.

Ho 3kcus He 4yBCTBOBajla TakOu XKe yBepeHHOCTU. OHa yxKe ycrena IMOHATh, 4To [xKeMu
POMaHTHY€EH B TOM XK€ CTeleHHU, B KaKOM OHa caMa IIpakKTU4YHa. byab OHa Ha MeCTe ero CecTep, Bpsin
JIU el IPUIIIOCH OBl IO BKYCY TO, YTO OH YIIYCTUJI BO3MOXKHOCTD JKEHUTHCS Ha 60TaToM HaclegHULE U
IIpHBE3 B JOM [AOYKY KAKOT0-TO KyTYUIIKHU. XOTS OCTaeTCs HafgeXkKaa, YTO OHU TOXKe He YyKIb
POMAHTHUKHU U BEPST B JTI0O0OBE.

Oxkcus He OblJIa TOTOBA K TOMY, YTO IIPefiCcTajo ee B30py. 3aMoK [I:KeMu OblJI IPEBHUM, BIIOJIHE
BO3MOXKHO, OH SIBJIIETCSI CBOET'0 POJa OJIUIIETBOPEHUEM UCTOPUHU, HO CTPOEHUE BRITTISAAETO OBl JTydIIIe,
ecnu OBl y Hero Obla Kphiiia. MCTUHHAS J0Yh CBOET'0 OTIA, OHA MI'HOBEHHO IIOACYMTAlIa, BO YTO
o00iiIeTCss PEMOHT, ¥ MIPHUILJIA K BEIBOMAY, YTO feleBie OymeT IOCTPOUTh HOBOE 3[IaHue C CAMbIMU
COBPEMEHHBIMH yIoOCTBaMHU, @ 3TO YYIOBUIIE OCTaBUTh UCTOPHUHU. [[eBYyIIKa C TPYIOM MOTJIa
IIPeICTaBUTh, KAK XOJIOMHO B 9TOM 3aMKe 3UMOM.

[TogwpexaB K [keMHu, IKCUs IIOUHTEPECOBAIach, CKOJIbKO Y HEr0 3eMJIH, 1 Obljia IIOTPsiCeHa, Koraa
y3HaJsa, YTO OH BJIafieeT KaJKUMU ISIThI0 aKpaMu, KOTOPBIX MaJjio [ TOr0, YTOOHI IIOTyUYUTh
XOPOIINY ypoxkKail 3ePHOBHIX. «A He pa30uTh M1 TaM (PPYKTOBRIMA cafi? — MogyMana oHa. — MoOXeT, OH
IpUHEeCeT KaKyoo-To npubsuib». Ecnu OymeT ypoxXKauHBIM T'Of, OHa CHelaeT CUAP U IIPOJAacT ero...
IeBymka B3goxHysa. Kakoit CMBICIT CTPOUTSH IJIaHbl, Be[b CKOPO €€ TaM He OyfeT, HalloMHMIa OHa
cebe. K KOHITy leTa OHa OKazKeTCs B APYTOM MeCTe U, He UCKIII0UeHO, CTaHeT Ybel-Tu0o xkeHoi. OHa
BBITIOJTHUT BCE, YTO MOTPEOYET OT Hee OTell.

— Yro, TaK yKacCHO? — CIPOCUJ HabogaBIIUy 3a ee JTUIOM [IKeMu.

OKcHS moTafbIBaIach, 4YTO eMy Ho 0e3yMust X04eTcst, 4TOOH ero JOM IIOHPABUIICS €.
— Hert, — BrImaBuia oHa u3 ce6s yneibKy. — CoBCeM He Tak IIJI0XO.

— Heyxenu T pa3yunnach JIraTh, UMK ST HAYYUJICS PACIIO3HABATH TBOIO JIOXKb?

Ona 3acMesnacs.

— Iymaio, 5 CMOTY 3[ieCh KOe-4TO U3MEeHUTh, — CKa3aya JKCHs, C ofoOpeHreM TIIsAs Ha KaMeHHYI0
KJTQIKy.

Ixemu HeOOBEPYUBO XMBIKHYJI ¥, HAKJIOHHUBIINCE, IIOLEJIOBAII €€.

— He coMHeBatoch, MOsi MaJleHbKasl JKeHyIIKa. {1 MT0JI0H HafeXK/bl, YTO K 3TOMY [HIO, Yepe3 I'ofl, THl
CyMeellIb HallTh croco0 B TpU pa3a YBEJIUYUTb CTOMMOCTh 3TUX pa3BajIvH.

— CnepnoBaTeNbHO, ¥ MEHS IOSBUTCS BO3MOXKHOCTh 3apaboTaTh XOTs OBl MeIK, — ImpobopMoTaa
OHa, YeM BhI3Basia y [[:KeMU BEeCeJIblil CMEX.

— Mowu cecTpsl mom00sT Te0sI, — 3asBUI OH.
— A TBOs MaTh?
— OHa, 3-3... 41 Bce BpeMs coOupascs pacckasaTh Tebe. OHa... 9-3... HY...

Ho [I:xeMu Tax u He IIPUIIIOCE IIOOBICKMBATE CJIOBA, YTOOBI COO6H.[I/ITB JKCHUHU O TOM, YTO YMCTBEHHO€E

HcneiTaHHE CTPACTHIO 163 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

COCTOdHNKE €TI0 MaTeEPH HAaXOOUTCA Ha YPOBHE peGeHKa 1 9TO C KaXKObBIM THEM OHO YXYOIId€TCHA, TaK
KadK B BO3QyXe IIPOCBUCTEJIA CTPEJIa.

Ona BOH3M/IaCh B 3eMJTI0 B ()yTe OT HOTH €T0 JIOIIaiX, ¥ Ta B CTPaxe BCTasla Ha ABIOB. YBUOEB UCITYT
Ha JTHIle DKCUM, OH HAKJIOHUJICS M, CXBATHUB 3a IIOBOJ ee KOOIy, OMHOBPEMEHHO YCIIOKOUIT 06eux
JIoIIazen.

— Ilomarato, THI I/I306pa3I/IH.IB ClIy4duBIIE€EeCs Ha 6yMare? —C YCMGHIKOfI OCBEIOMHUIICA OH.

— O0s13aTenbHO, [I2KeMu, — BEIOOXHYJIA JeByIlKa. CIeIUBUINCE, OH BEIIEPHY CTPEINy U3 3eMITH U
pPa3BEPHYJI MPUBS3aHHYIO K He 3anmucKy. Kak oH u mogo3pesar, ee Hanucan Onusep. [IpoynTaHHOe
3aCTABUJIO €r0 HAXMYPHUTHCS, OMHAKO OH PEINn/I HUYero He PacCKashiBaTh JKCHH.

— OH He npuunHUI Bpena dpanuecke? — 06eCIIOKOEHHO CIIPOCHUIIA IEeBYIIKA, KOTAa OH OMOT e
CIIe3Th C Cefa.

— Her, Ho... — OH o0opBa cebs1, mpomomKas XMypuThcs. — f momxkeH exats. Hemennenno. I[IpocTy,
HO Tebe IPUAETCS OTIPABIATHCS K MOMM CECTPaM OfHOM. f BepHYCH IO3XKe.

— Jla, KOHEYHO, — OTBETHIa JKCHS, CTPAIlaCh MEICIIM O TOM, UTO €U IIPEICTOUT 3HAKOMCTBO C €T0
cecTpaMu, ¥ yroBapuBas ce0st ObITh Xpabpoii U IepKaThCs 10-B3POCIIOMY.

— E3xaii. U Hugero He 6oticsg. OHu momio6sT Tebs. f BepHYCh Yepe3 HEeCKOJIBKO YacCoB.

— 4 noeny ¢ To6OM u...

— Hert! — oTpe3arn oH.

— Ho te6e rpo3uT omacHoCTh! CIIyYuIoch 4TO-TO HEX0poIllee, HO T HE XKeJlaelllb paCCKa3kiBaTh MHE.
— Hu ¢ KeM HHUYero He CIIy4MIIOCh, — 3aBEPHII OH ee. — IIpOCTO MHE HAJ0 €XaTk.

— JlagHo, — cpanack JKCUS U, BHIHYB U3 CEeIbHOM CYMKHU KOXKaHbIM MEIOoYeK, IPOTSHYIa ero
IOxemu. — 3geck cMecu TpaB st Opanyecku. [Ipocnenu, 4yToOBl OHa MpuHsIa ux. OHa HUKOTOA He
yMmerna 3a60TuThcs 0 cebe, Kak Tebe u3BecTHO. OfHa CMECh OT IPOCTYMOHBI, a APYTYI0 HAMO 3aIUTh
ropsiuyed BOOO# ¥ HAJIOXKUTE Ha TPyab mpu Kamuie. OTBap U3 TpeThel OHa IPUHUMAET, KOrha He
MOXKET 3aCHYTh, @ YETBEPTYIO...

IxeMu ¢ ynbIOKOM TIOIIENIOBAl €€ U B35JI MeIIOYeK.
— 4 mo3abouych 0 ee 30OPOBLE U BepHY TeOe Ky3uHY I1eJI0M 1 HEBPeIUMOU. A Teleph UAU B 3aMOK.

OH OCMOTpEN Ha OKHA, 3aTeM IepeBesT B3TJIS/ Ha TOJIY, coOpaBIIyiocs y BOpoT. EMy He X0Tenoch
IIEMOHCTPUPOBATh Ha JIIOASX CBOM YYBCTBA K XKEHe, HO BCE K€ OH He CMOT YAepPKaThCs, YTOOH ellle
pa3 He IOIIeJIOBaTh €€ Ha MPOIIaHKe, ¥, CTPACTHO IPUTSHYB JEBYIIKY K IPYAH, C JKapOM BIIUJICS B ee
ryObl, 3aTEM Pe3KO OTCTPAHUII ¥ TIOA0KAAJ, KOTHa OHa IIPUIET B celsl.

— 4 BepHYCh, — cKa3zan [IxKeMu, HO DKCHUS Hallla B ce0e CHJIBL JIUIIL KUBHYTH B OTBET.
OH BCKOYMJI Ha JIOIIAAh ¥ COPBAJICS C MeCTa B TaJioll, IOOHSIB BOKPYT ce0st 0051aK0 MBUIH.

IKcus IIPOBOZKaJla €Tr0 B3rIda0M OO TeX II0P, IIOKa OH HE CKPHIJICA 3a ITIOBOPOTOM. Ona noHuMana:
ecnu [IxKeMU OCTaBUII €€ OOHY B HE3HAKOMOM MECTE, 3HAYHUT, B 3aIllMCKE COOEPXKaAJIMCh OYEHb BA2KHEIE
cBepmeHus. HacTOMbKO BaxKHBIE, UYTO OH HE IOCUMTAIl BO3MOKHBEIM pacCCKa3kIBaThb el 0 HUX.
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IeBymrka Opocuia B3ris Ha 3aMoK. Korma psimom Obut [I2KeMu, 3maHue BRITISIAEIIO JOBOJIEHO
OpyxKeno0HBIM, HO ceiiyac Bce M3MEHMIIOCh. HempusaTHOe BlieYaT/ieHue YCUINBAJIO ellle U TO, YTO
COJIHIIe BHE3AIIHO CKPHIIIOCH 3a 06J1aKaMu U IOMYJT XOJOOHBIM BeTep. IKCUS B3OPOTrHYJIa, TOAYMas,
YTO MOXKET HayaThcs Oypsi. Y Hee 10 criuHe mpobexkany MypalllkKu. BHOBE yCTpeMUB B3TIISI Ha
CTaphId 3aMOK, OHa CKa3ana ce0e, YTO BHYTPH, BIIOJIHE BEPOSITHO, YKPHITHCS OT Oypu OymeT He Jerde,
yeM cHapyxu. OHa KOxKel 4yBCTBOBaJIa HCXOOUBIIYIO OT APEB" HETO CTPOEHUS BPaXkaeOHOCTh, XOTs
yBepsia cebs, 4To e¥ 9To mouyauaochk. CeMbs [IKeMu He BO3HEHABUIUT ee, He Tak u? Her,
KOHEYHO HeT, TOBOPHJIa OHa cefe. ITOT0 He MOXKET OBITh.

Y HUX HET IPUYKH HEHaBUIETh ee. HUKaKuXx.
I'maBa 25
— JI>xo0u, — mporenTtana bepeHrapusi, — MBI BCe Celay HEIPaBUIIbHO.

— He HauyuHay CHOBa, — e[iBa CepxkKuBas rHeB, oTBeTuNa [Ixko0u. — OHa MHe He HpPaBUTCS, 5 He
IOBEPSIO eHl.

— ThI 0YeHb CHO fajia BCEM 3TO HOHSTE.

II>x00u He MOrJla HOMyCTUTh, YTOOR B bepeHrapuu Bo3o01anao npucyiee e markocepgeure. OHa
morajiajaack, YTO IPeaCcTaBisieT coO0 9Ta IKCUS ellle N0 3HAKOMCTBa C Hel, a 3a IOoCJIeqHue IeCsaTh
[HEH, YTO Ta HaXOOuIach B 3aMKe, ee MHEeHNe HUYYTh HE N3MEHUIOCh.

— Kaxk T MOXKeIIb CUMIIAaTU3UPOBATh €¥ IIPU TOM, YTO OHA IMOIBITalaCh 3aXBaTUTh BJIACTh B HAIIIEM
mome?

— O [Ixx06u, Hy mo4eMy THI Tak CypoBa? Heyxenu TH oyMaelb, 4YTO 3Ta Kyda KaMHeH Ha 4TO-TO
rogHa? Ee npecTyneHue 3aK/Ii049aeTcs B TOM, YTO OHA 3aKaTajla PyKaBa U pelusa npubpaThcs B
KyXHE.

— OTO0 BOIIPOC BNIaCTH. YBEpPEHA, UTO 3TO ThI CIIOCOOHA YBUAETh.
— Twl uMeelIb B BUAY, YTO 51 He crioco0HA YBUAETH YTO-TU00 elle KpoMe 3TOro?
— Hy BoT, MBI y2Ke ccopuMCS K3-3a Hee.

— Her, He u3-3a Hee, a u3-3a Tebsg. O [[:k00H, BCe HayayioCh, KOTIa BMeIIAJICS 9TOT IIyIblii ['eHpu
Onuep. Hy moueMy TONBKO g 1103BoIMIa Tebe BOBIeYh €ro B HAIlK fefia?

— HyxHo OBIJI0 4TO-TO fieNiaTh. f He Morjia OOMYCTUTh, YTOOH HAIl UAKXOT GpaTell...

Ona 3amMoI4aja, BCIIOMHMB: IIPOU30III0 KIMEHHO TO, YTO, KaK OHa Hajessach, He mpousougeT. Ux
IIJIaH 3aKJo4ancs B cnenyoueM: ['eapu OnuBep «MOXUTUT» HacnegHuly Mergenxonna, [lxKeMu
OpocuTcs B IIOT'OHIO, crlaceT ee U BaoOuTcs. Ho OnuBep, KakK Bcerya, BCe UCIIOPTUII. BmMecTo Toro
yTOOBI ITOCTIATh 3alUCKY, HalMcaHHyko [[:Ko0u, OH NMpUBs3al K CTpesie COOCTBEHHOE II0C/IaHue, U 9Ta
caMasd CTpeJia Clly4yalHO yroausna B HOry Puca. OnuBep MeTUIT B 3eMJTI0, HO M3-3a IJI0X0T0 3PEHUSI
npoMaxHycs. «ToIbKO TaKoM IJI0X0M CTPesoK, Kak OnuBep, Cioco0eH TPOMaxHyThCS», — C
Ipe3peHreM 3aMeTHUsIa IeBOYKa, Y3HaB 0 paHeHuHU Puca.

[To HeKoO¥ HeOOBSICHUMOM MPUYMHE UX YCUIHS IIPUBEJIH K 00paTHOMY pe3yiabTaTy: GpaTel] IOTHAICs
3a MMOXUTUTEJIEM, HO 3aYeM-TO 3aXBaTHJI C COOOM 3Ty DKCHIO, @ IOTOM KEHHUJICS Ha Hel. A ceriyac
nypak OnuBep 3asBisET, UYTO He OTIIYCTUT HacCJeJHUILY, TI0Ka bepeHrapus He BBHIUET 3a HETO
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3aMyXK. IIxxeMu YZXKe HeCKOJIBKO OHEU IBITAeTCS BPA3YMHUTB 3TOT'0O HEAOYMKA, 4 €I0 MOJIOAasA 2K€Ha
OTPaBJIdeT CylieCTBOBaHNE H}KO6I/I u BepeH]"apI/II/I " 130 BCEX CHUJI CTaPAeTCAd U3MEHUTh UX XKU3Hb.

Buepa [;k06u 3acTaBuIa DKCHIO TPEKPATUTH CBOIO OYPHYIO OeITEIbHOCTD, 3asBUB, UTO Ta CBOUMU
yJIOBKaMH Iolmara ux 6paTa B CETH U TEM CaMbIM pa3pylIuia ceMelo. Eme [I)X06u cka3asa, YTo
JKUTENIU NePEeBHU OTHAJId CBOU MOC/IeNHNEe IeHbI'H, BCE CaMoe IeHHOe, YTOObI CUIUTh As [IxKeMu
HapPSIH, CITIOCOOHEIE ITPUBIIEYh BHUMAHUE U 3aBOEBATH JTI000Bb HACIIEIHHUIIEL.

— Ou OBl KEHHUJICS Ha HeH, ecyii OBl THI HE BMelllajiack, — 37100HO ITPOTOBOPHIIA IeBOYKa. — A Telepb
MBI HABCETTIa JIUIIUIIUCh BO3MOXKHOCTH XOTh HEMHOT'O YITY4IIIKTh CBOIO XKU3Hb. He myMaii, 4To
oOpalneHue «jiegu IKCHUSI» HaKOPMUT TeOs U COTrPeeT 3UMOM.

OurapalieHHast CTO/Ib SIBHOM HEHABUCTHIO, UMTaBLIENWCS Ha nuile [[:K00u, DKCHS MOMSITUIACD.
— IIpocTtu, — npoirenTtana oHa. — [loxanyucTa, IPOCTU MEHS.

[ToBepHYBIIUCE, OHA B30eKasla 10 JIeCTHUIIE ¥, BOPBABIIKCH B KOMHATY [[KeMH, 3aX/I0MHYyJIa 3a COO0MH
[IBEPb.

Bornble oHa He MOKa3bIBaIach, faxke He CIIycKasiach K o6emdy. IIpu 9ToM, Kak BceM ObLIIO U3BECTHO,
OHA He ITOKHUIaa KOMHATHL.

II:x00u 1 BepeHrapusi cupenu B COJIIPUHN Ha TPeTheM 3Taxe. bepeHrapus coxasea 0 TOM, YTO OHA
pa3pelusia cecTpe AelCTBOBATh II0 CBOEMY YCMOTPEHUI0. [10 IOABIeHUT DKCUU OHU CYLUIIU O HEH II0
nucbMaM [[KeMu U OBISTM eUHBI BO MHEHUY, YTO 9Ta XKEeHIIMHa — Mep3Kasl UHTPUTraHKa. Temneps xke
y Bepenrapuu OBIII0 COBEPIIIEHHO NHOE BIleYaTIeHUE.

— Ecnu Onl 51 yBULETIAa UX BMECTe, — COKPYIIEHHO IPOU3Hecsa OHa.

O06e moHWMaIM, YTO UMEHHO BepeHrapusi UMeeT B BUIY: €l Hy2KHO OBIZIO IPUCYTCTBUE [[2KEMHU PSIOM
CO CBOel XKeHOM, YTOOHI IOHSTh, MTI0OUT OH ee unu HeT. OpHako [[:K00u Oblla yBepeHa, 4To ee
IIPeKPaCHBIN OpaTell MPOCTO He MOT 3aMHTEPeCOBATHCS TaKOM MPOCTYIIKOM, KaK JKcus. [Ipu3HaThCS,
OKCHsI, CO CBOMM CTpeMJIeHHEM NMpuOpaTh KyXHIO ¥ IIePeCUUTaTh KOJTMYECTBO MEIITKOB C MYKOH,
Oombllle HalTOMUHAIA 9KOHOMKY, 4eM XeHy rpada. Ho Begb oHa He MpUHAMJIekasa K uX Kiaccy!

— CpaenaHHOTO He BOPOTHIIL, — CKa3asla bepeHrapus, — ¥ MBIl He B CUJIaX U3MEHUTH TO, UTO [IKeMu
XKeHaT Ha Heu.

— §1 Xouy [JaTh ey MOHSTh, Yero CTOMIM HaM ee yI0BKH. [[oIyCcKaloo, YTO OHA Iojaraet, 6yaTo,
copTHpys ¢acois, 3apadoTaeT cede MPaBO XKUTh B HAIIEM [OMe, HO M3-3a Hee CKOPO Hedyero OymeT
COPTHPOBATE...

— Yro 3T0 OBINIO? — BCTPENeHynach bepeHTrapus, IOBEPHYB I'OJIOBY U MPUCITYIIUBASCh K
NOHOCHUBIIMMCS CHapyK4 3BYKaM.

— 4 HHU4ero He CIBIIANA.
— [Ipucnymaiicsa BoT onsTs.

[MTomoiims K okHY, [I2K00M BHITJISIHYJIa ¥ €Ba He 3aJ0XHYJIach OT T'HEBA, IIOTOMY YTO BHU3Y, B Cafdy,
yBH[IeNa Ty, KOTOpasl pa3pylliuiia Bce HafiexX Ol Ha 61aromoyqyHyio XXKu3Hb. OHa cuesla Ha KaMeHHOMN
CKaMbe PSIOM C uXx MaTephio. C OeHOM cyMacIienlei MaTephio.
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— Tam, — nporoBopuia Beperrapus. — Uto 310 6p110? [[3K00U HE Cpa3y MOBEPUsIA CBOMM IJ1a3aM.

— OTa DKCHUS YTO-TO IIUINET U IOKA3kIiBaeT MaMe, a Ta... MaMa CMeeTCsI, — OIIIeJIOMJIEHHO OTBEeTHIa
OeBOYKa.

— 4 uny Buu3! — o6bsaBUNa bepenrapus, BcTaBas ¥ HalIPaBJIIsACh K OBEPU.

XopoIio 3Hast pacloioKeHne KOMHAT, KOPUIOPOB U JIECTHHUII, OHA YBEPEHHO IepeMelranach mo
3aMKYy.

— He pmaii e noBnugaTs Ha Tebg. To, YTO OHA JIHIIE...

— 3akpo#i pot! — oTpesana bepeHrapusi, 6epsch 3a pyUKy [BEPH.

k001 HE OTCTaBajia OT CECTPHI.

CIyCTUBILKCE B Cafi, OHU CIPATAJIUCH 3a LIaaepou, 10 KOTOPOU BUJICS PO30BHIM KYCT.
— Yrto ona nuuet? [ToueMy MaMa cMeeTcs?

— TMomoxnmu-ka, — O6pocuna [Ixo0u u mobexkana K 3aMKY.

MuHyTY CIIyCTd K DKCUHU TIOAOIIE] TIOBAPEHOK U I103BaJ ee ¢ co0oi. Kak TOMbKO AeByIIKa ncue3na U3
Bupmy, [I:kK00u cxBaTuila MUCTH OyMard, OCTaBJIeHHbLIE TOM Ha CKaMbe. MaTh, KaK 00BIYHO,
IIPOUTHOPHUPOBaia no4yb. OHa Xkuja B COGCTBEHHOM MHUpPeE, KyHa He ObIJI0 JOCTyla HUKOMYy. Hu4TO He
MOTJIO BEPHYTh €€ B MUP HOPMaJIbHBIX JIIO[Ie — HU XKECTOKOCTh, HU AYIIEeBHBIE IOTPsICeHusa. Bo
BCSIKOM CJTy4ae [0 CuX Iop. — YTo Tam? — cropaja oT HeTepneHus bepenrapus. [[:xo0u TOPOIIUBO
paccMaTprBaja PUCYHKH.

— Ha aTux pucynkax n3obpaxeH [[:KeMu, — C U3yMJIeHHEM OTBETHUJIa OHA.

OHa BIEepBEIE BHEJIA TAKOE MAaCTePCTBO. [IxkeMu ObIT KaK KHUBOM, e Jaxe Ka3aioCh, YTO OHa
YyBCTBYET TEIJIO €T0 KOXKHU.

— Jla, — He ycloKauBaJjiaCh bepeHrapus, — HO YTO B HUX BEI3BaJI0 Y MaMbl CMeX?

Ixx00u 1 caMa He MOTJla YOepKaThCs OT yNIbIOKM, KOTMla pasriisabiBaia pucyHku. OHa IPUHSTIACH
OTIKACHIBAThH UX CECTPE.

— Ha Hux JIXKeMU TakKoW, KaKUM MEI €r0 3HaeM, — FOBOpHJIa OHa. — BOT Ha 9TOM OH HalpaBuUJI CBOU
Med Ha KaKOr0-TO KPeCThsIHMHA, «Clacas» JKCHI0 OT TOPTOBIEB C KafHBIMU B3T/IsaMU. A BOT Ha
aToM... — OHa 3aMo4asna u 3acMesiiach.

— Hy! Yt0?

— II>keMu B IPOCTU CMOTPUT Ha (QyProH, Ha OMHOM M3 CTEHOK KOTOPOT'0 HapHMCOBaH OH caM. KaxkeTcs,
OH CpazkaeTcs CO JIbBOM. A BOT 37ieCh [[2KeMHU YeM-TO 03aJaueH, a PSIIOM C HUM CIIOPST JiBe
XKeHIIUHEL OgHA U3 HUX DKCHS, a ApyTras O4eHb KpacuBa.

— JMomxHo OBITH, HACTEeTHUIA, — 3aKIo4Yniia beperrapus. — Yto eme?

— Bort [Ixxemu BTUPAET MaACJIO B U3YPONOBAHHEIE HOTY KAKOT'0-TO MY2KYHWHEI. Y Hero N3YPOOOBAHEI
TOJIBKO HOT'H, a BCE TEeJI0O O4YE€Hb KPpaCHuBO€E U CUJILHOE. Ero romosa TIIOBEPHYTa H8.6OK, IIO3TOMY s HE
BUXKY OPYTYIO IIOJIOBUHY JIWIIA. Tak OH BRITISSOUT MOBOJIBHO KPaCHUBEIM. A Ha 3TOM...
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— Yro? YTto? — moToponuia ee bepeHrapus. [[:ko0u moHM3MUIA T'0JIOC:

— H}KGMI/I JIEXKUT Ha JIYI'Y CpPeJu IIBETOB X MEYTaeT. Y "ero takoe BEIPpaZXKEHHE... A Hurormga He
BH€EJIa €T0 TaKUM.

— Onumu ero! — notpe6oBasna bepenrapus.

— OH BBITJIAOUT TTIYNIBIM U CMEIIHEIM, — OTBeTusa [13K00H, X0Ts IPeKpacHo 3Haja, 9YTO TaKoe JIUI0
MOZKET ObITh TOJIBKO Y BITIOOJIEHHOTO.

— Hy d4T0, TH yOOBIETBOPUIIA CBOE XKejlaHKe TOUIINOHUTE 3a MHOM? — pa3fa’scs 3a cnuHou [1xKobu
ronoc Jkcuu. — [loHacMexanach HaJlo MHOU BBOJIIO?

— 4 He mmuoHuNa. 4 IpocTo...

— a? — Okcus XKpmana, ynepes pyku B 60ka. Bugs, uto [[:k001 MOTYMUT, OHA IPUHSIACh COOMPATh
pucyHku. — ThHI Jaya MHe SICHO MOHSTh, YTO He JXKeJlaellb TEPIEeTh MeHS B 9TOM foMe. CKOpO MeHs
3mech He OymeT. Tebe Heuero 6eCIIOKOUTHCS. A Telepb, €CU Bhl He ITPOTUB, 5 BAC IOKUHY H...

Ona o6opBasa ce0st Ha MMOIyCI0BE, TOTOMY YTO BHE3AITHO MaTh [[2KeMHU mpukKasa PyKu K JIUIY U
3amlakasa. JKCUsS MTHOBEHHO OIIyCTHUJIACh PSIMOM C Hell Ha CKaMbio U 00HsIa 3a IJIeYH.

— IMocmoTpH, YTO TH Hafennana, — oOpaTuiack oHa K [I3ko6u. — He Hago, — mpuHsAnach oHa
yCIIOKauBaTh CBEKPOBb. — f Hapucymw elge. X0TUTe YBULOETh, Kak [I:KeMu cpaxaeTcs ¢ JPakKOHOM?

Ixx00u 1 BepeHrapus TUIIUIKACE fapa PeYy, U3yMIIEHHBIE TEM, YTO UX MaTh Cpa3y IepecTasa
ITakaTh. 3a JOJITHe FOObl OHU HU pa3y He BUAENH, YTOOH OHa IIaKaja MK BooOIle MposBIIsiia
KaKHe-TO SMOIIUHU.

OKcus Havasa pucosaTs. OHa KOMMEHTHPOBaJla KaXi0e CBOe [BUXKEHNUe, ONIACHIBaJIa ONEeX Iy
[IxKemu, BEIpaXKeHUe ero jivla. 3aTeM OHa IIPUHSJIACH 3a IpaKOHa, U3PHIralollero OrOHb U
pa3MaxuBalollero JIMHHIOIMM XBOCTOM. [I:kK00u He cpa3y coobpa3uiia, YTo MOSCHEHUs JKCUU
IpegHa3Ha4yeHH A5 bepeHrapuy, B To BpeMs Kak caM PUCYHOK — [nid MaTepu. [lepeBens B3rnan Ha
CecTpy, IeBoUKa oOHapyKuja Ha JIUIle TOU XKUBEHUIIN UHTEPEC, U ee 0XBAaTUJIa KI'ydyas PEBHOCTE,
HEeCMOTPS Ha TO UTO OHA He MOHsJIa, KaKue 4yBCTBa BlafeloT bepenrapueit, bepenrapus
IIpUHAMJIeXKUT e’ U TOJIBKO eu!

— HaBepHoe, BepeHrapus omymaeT 3anax ApakoHa, — 3aMeTHuia MaTh, 4ell roJIoc, a BepHee
CBSI3HYIO pedb KOTOPOM, OHU CJIBIIIANY KpaliHe PenKo.

Bepenrapus 3acMesiiacs.

— [Ila, Tel mpaBa. Ero yemnrys nepenuBaeTcs Ha COJNHIE. A U3 [TaCTU axHET NajieHbIM. f faxe
YyBCTBYI0 3amax nota [xkemu. OH BCTPEBOXKEH, €My CTPAIIHO, HO YeCTh 3aCTaBIsIeT ero fejaTh TO,
YTO, [0 er0 MHEHUIO, ITpaBuiIbHO. OT HEro ITaXHEeT OTBarou.

OKcHs TpeKpaTuiia pucoBaTh ¥ IIOCMOTPeJIa Ha 30JI0BKY.
— ThI geWCTBUTENBHO OLIYIAeIlb 3TH 3anaxu? Jlydiie, yem gpyrue?
Ix00u omepenua CeCTpPy C OTBETOM:

— BepeHrapus Bcero NUIIbL Clella, B 0CTalIbHOM OHA TaKas XkKe, Kak Bce, flaxe nyyiie. OHa He ypof.
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— f1 ToXe He ypon! — C He MeHbIIIel arpeCcCUBHOCTHIO OTIIAPHUPOBajIa JKCHUS.

BepeHrapus 3acThljla OT YAUBIIeHUS: BIepBhie [[:K00u nmonyyuna oTnop! HecMoTps Ha TO 4TO K
CBOMM OJIM3KUM IeBOYKa OTHOCUIIACh II0-H00pOMY, AJIsl IOCTOPOHHUX OHA OBl/la CaMbIM HaCTOSLIUM
KoIMapoM. Jltonu Gosiuch ee. A OKcusi, oueBUAHO, HeT. HaBepHOE, OHA caMa Hepenko
TepPOPU3UPOBaa OKPyXKaoluX, foraganack bepeHrapus.

Opmnaxko [1:k00u He 00ecKypaKkuia CTOJIb HEIPUBEIYHAS /IS HE€ PE3KOCTb.
— T 06MaHOM 3acCTaBUIa MOET0 GpaTa XXKEeHUTHCS Ha Tebe?

— [Ta! — Oe3 KonebaHul 0TBETUIIA DKCUSA. — 7 Hafesia pOCKOIIHOe TjIaThe, KOTOPOe IOJYePKHYII0
MO0 HEe3eMHYIO KPacoTy, U co6a3HuIa ero. Begb OH — Takas BHITOfHAas mapTtus! Hu rpoima B
KapMaHe U TPU XKEHIIUHB Ha pyKaX. AX la, KOHEYHO, OH ITOTPsCAolle KpacuB, 6aromaps ero
KpacoTe y Bac ecTh xyieb Ha ctone! CKaxu-Ka MHe, YeM B IepeduBaeTech 3UMOi? 1 BepBhIe
CTaJIKABAIOCh C TAKUM OECIIOPSAKOM, KaK y Bac Ha KyxXHe. A Tenepb B3TJITHU Ha 9TU (PPYKTOBHIE
nepesbs! [Ja ux He moppe3anu 6ojee IeCATH JIET, I03TOMY OHU MTOYTH He IJIONOHOCAT. A 9TH IIBETHI!
3ps pacxopayeTcs: MecTo. Ecny y Bac Majio 3eMJiH, Hafio UCII0/Ih30BaTh Kak bl KII04OK. [locapunu Ovl
BMECTO LIBETOB 000BI UK JTYK.

Ix00u mepeBesia ObIXaHWE U PUHYIACh B O0OH.

— LiBeTs! onist Bepenrapuu. Tak yX IMOIy4YUI0Ch, YTO OHM HPABSITCS €. Y Hee Majo PafgoCTei B
X)u3HU. Ecnu oHa MIOOUT LBETHI, MYCTh HIOXAET UX.

— O Hebeca, ma TBOSI cecTpa BCETo JIUIIH CJlella, B OCTaJbHOM OHa HOpMasibHad. [lymalo, 3UMOM 3amax
6060Bo¥ Kalmy ObUT OBl € TPUSITHEE, YEM apoMaT BCEX PO3 Ha 3eMJIe JIETOM.

— Kak TBI CMeelllb...
CMmex bepenrapuu 3actaBui ko001 3aMOTYaTh.

— JI>xo0wu, mmoararo, Thl BCTPETHIIA JOCTOMHOTO MPOTUBHUKA. MHe KaxXeTcs... — BHe3amHo oHa
IIPUCIIyIIasacs.

BpocuB Ha DKCHI0 HAOMEHHBIH B3I, SICHO TOBOPHUBIIKMA O TOM, YTO OHA CIIOCOOHA MOHSITh CECTPY
maxke TOTHA, KOTj[a Ta He 3aKaHYMBAET CBOIO MBIC/Ih, — a bepeHrapus, y3HaBaBIas IIark BCeX
moMoyYamIeB ¥ o0TafaBIas TOHKAM CITyXOM, [TepBas Ompe[esisiia, KOra B 3aMKe MOSBISIUCH
IOCTOPOHHUE, — [12K061 MOBEpPHYIACh U BhIOexkasa 13 cafa.

— KyTkuit pe6eHOK, — 3aMeTHusa JKCHUS.
YyBcTBys cebs mpegatenbHullei, bepeHrapus yael0HyIach.
— IIpocrTn...

OKCHST OCTAaHOBHIIA €e, 0TKA3hIBasiCh CIYIIATh TO, YTO Ta COOMpanach cka3aTh. OHA pa3prIBaiIach
MeXMy XKeJlaHreM OTKPHITh 30JI0BKaM, KTO OHa Ha CaMoM [IeJie, ¥ CTpeMJIeHreM JOOUTHCS TOTO,
yTOOBI OHU TIOJTIOOMIIM €e TaKOi, KaKasi OHa €CTh, a He 3a TO, YTO OHa OoraTa — ecJid, KOHe4HO, OTell,
KOTOPOMY y2Ke HaBepHSKa U3BECTHO O HETOCYIIIaHUK HOYEePH, He JIUIIUII ee HaclleICcTRa.

I>x00u, He cOOMpPABIIASICS OCTABISATh CBOIO CECTPY Hae[WHEe C HATJION y3ypraTopIIoH, BepHYIach
yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT C 3aITMCKOM.
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— Ot [IxkeMH, OH TOBOPUT, YTO EMY HYXKHO 3afiepKaTbcs. OnMuBEp He XOUET OTIYyCKaTh HACIIEOHUILY.
— W 3T0 Bce? — crpocuna JKcHus, HeHaBUOsA ce0s 3a OTCYTCTBHE TOPAOCTH.

Ho eli oueHb X0TEI0CH MONYYUTh OT [[KEMHU XOTh KaKylo-HUOYIb BECTOUKY, U OHa Hafiesnach, YTO OH
IIPUIIJIET 3allMCKy JIMYHO I Hee. Ka3anoch, MoK FOfkL C TeX 0P, KaK OH [iepkKaJll ee B CBOUX
00DBATUIX.

— Bce, — mobemonocHO 00bsaBuUa [12K00H1, TPOTSAHYB IHCHMO CECTPE.
OKcus yBumena, Kak bepeHrapus oIymaja JUCTOK.

— OH nmxeT, — coobimuia oHa. — J[KeMHU I'PO3UT 0macHOCTh. OH X04eT, YTOOBI MBI IIPUCTIATIA EMY
IIOMOIIIb.

— 41 oTIIpaBIIO MOCHIILHOTO0 K MOHTTOMEPH, — Ha4daja ObU1o [I2K00u. — A MHI...

JKCHs Pa3MBIIIIsAIA Haf TeM, YTO TOJIBEKO YTO IIPOU30III0. 3HAUYUT, BepeHrapuu Jo0CTaTOYHO
INOTPOHYTHLCS [0 KJI04YKa OyMaru, 4ToOnl Y3HaTh, YTO YyBCTBOBAJI YEJIOBEK, KOTMa MKCal MUChMO. Y
Hee 3aKpYKUIach rOJI0Ba, KOT{la OHa IMIPeCcTaBuia, Kakre BO3MOXKHOCTH TAuT B cebe momoOHbIN
TaJIaHT.

— THI MOXKeEIIb ONIPENENUTh, KTO JIXKET, a KTO HET? — C 6J1aroroBeNHbIM BOCTOPTOM IIPOIIENTala
OHa. — THI XOTb MMOHUMAEIITh, CKOJIbKO IeHeT MOXKHO 3apa0boTaTh C TAKUMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU?

[>k00u IIarHysa K Hel.

— HuxkTo He GymeT sKcIiyaTupoBaTh bepeHrapuio! MHe IpOTUBHO OyMaTh, YTO bepeHrapus 6ymeT
CUETH B JTapbKe U NpefcKa3biBaTh Cyas0y 1o pyke!

— T®l ¥ 3TO MOXKeb? — CIIPOCHIJIa 9Kcus, TIAnsa Ha 30JIOBKY DACIIUPUBIIUMUCSA OT U3YMIIEHUA
TJIa3aMU.

BepeHrapusi Mon4asna, IOBEPHYB I'0JIOBY B CTOPOHY CECTPHI ¥ MOprasi, B TO BpeMs Kak [I:ko0u ¢
HaJMeHHBIM BUIOM BTOJIKOBBEIBAJIa DKCHH, YTO OHU He NMPHUHAMAJIekaT K KJIaCCy TOPTOBIIEB U He
HaMepPeHHl COOCTBEHHBIM TPYIOM 3apabaThiBaTh ceOe Ha KU3Hb.

Haxkonen bepeHrapus He BeIIepxKaa.

— IMocnymai, Oxo0u, — nepebusna oHa NeBOUYKY, — HaM HYXKHBI IeHbI'd. MBI JKe NIBITaIUCh
TOProBaTh KpacoTol OpaTta — Tak Kakas pa3HuIa?

II>k00u yzKaCHy/Iach, BHOBb II0UYBCTBOBAaB, YTO €€ IIpefasiu.
— OTO He OOHO U TO XKe€.

I'my6oko B30XHYB, bepeHrapus pelnia He CIIOPUTh. Y Hee He ObIJIO XKeJlaHUS BCTaBaTh MEXOY
CEeCTPOM ¥ HeBECTKOM, OMHAKO OHa BRIHYXKeHa Obljla MpU3HaTh, YTO IIPeAioKeHne IKCUU
npuBjekaert ee. Eif OBl JOCTaBUJIO OTPOMHOE yIOBOJILCTBUE IPUHOCUTE II0JIb3Y, @ HE BUCETD TIKEJIBIM
IPY30M Ha Ilee y CBOUX OTHU3KUX.

['maBa 26

OKcus nepeBoausia B3IJIAM C ONHOHU 30JI0BKY Ha APYTY0. 3@ TO BpeMs, 4YTO OHa HaXOJUTCS 37eCh,
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MafIras U3 HUX, IBeHAAUATHIETHSS H0Yb IbSBOJIA, MPEIIPUHSIA BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOORI
IIPEBPATUTE ee KU3Hb B afl. YTo OBl OHA HU [ieflaja, Bce, IO MHEHUIO [[:K00H, KOTOPOM KaK Hellb3s
Jydlie MOAXOOuio ee uMs [2] , OKa3bIBaJIOCh HEITPABUIBHBIM. [[axke ee HaMepeHue BRIYUCTUTD XJIEB,
Ha3bIBaeMbIY KyXHEH, IeBOYKa BOCIPHUHSIA KaK aKT arpecCuu.

[ToaTomy Okcust monuna bora o Tom, 4ToOB TOCKOpee BepHYICS [Ixkemu. OH IPUCTPYHUT CBOUX
cectep. Ho coObITHS pa3BUBAIOTCS TakK, YTO €M, BUAMMO, IPUOETCS 3a/iepKaThCs 3[[eCh OJIbIIE, YeM
OHa pacCuMTHIBala. B HaCcTOSIMY MOMEHT 30J710BKH 06CYyKIal0T BOIIPOC O TOM, UTOOHI BEI3BATh Ha
IOMOIIh [I;KeMU CBOMX paclpeKpacHBIX POACTBEHHUKOB. [Toka oHU OyAyT AyMaTh, CKa3asa cebe
IeByIIKa, Ha [I2KeMU MOTYT HallaCTh, ¥ MY IPUETCS BCTYNIUTh B HEPaBHEIN 60# C OI0KUHON
IPOTUBHUKOB. Bpsiy mu eMy ymacTcsi BHIUTH U3 Hero nobegurteneM. Ero n306b10T ¥ 6pOCST B IIOABa,
re oH OymeT roiofaTs.

OKcus 3aTpsiciia TOJI0BOM, YTOOH IIPOTHATE 3TU CTPAIHbIE MBICIIH.

Ho MpIcHM He ucue3anu, U clemyooie 6pi1a: «A Kak ke Opanyecka? Kro 3abotutcs o ®panyecke?
A BODYT ee mepzxKaT B3allepTU PAAOM C MaprapuTKaMu?»

BHe3amHo JKCHS BCTpeNeHyach, IpuYeM OgHOBpeMeHHO ¢ Bepenrapuei. KTo-To mpubnuxkancs K
HUM, HO Ha 3TOT pPa3 [eBYIIKa Cpa3y y3Hana Inaru. He orysiHYBIIXChH HAa CBOMX HOBBIX POJICTBEHHHUII,
oHa rogobpasa 100Ku u modexkarna.

Ton emBa MHHOBAJT BOPOTa JIPEeBHET0 3aMKa, KOorga JKCHUs yYBUfella ero U, He 3a00TSICh 0 TOM, YTO
IOyMaloT 0 Hel OKpyxkarinue, 6pocuiack eMy Ha Ieio. OH KPENKo IpuxKal ee K I'PYAu, IPUIIOTHSIB
Hay 3eMiieli. M3 riia3 [eBYIIKY IIOJUIUCE CIe3bI PAOCTH.

BEPHYTHCS

2

Job (aHrmn.) — ToNMKaTh, HAHOCUTH BHE3ATHEIN YHap, IEIPHYTH

— 4 tak ckyyana o tebe! d BcmoMuHana j Tebe Kaxayo MUHYTY!

Toxm pacxoxoTarcs.

— ITaxe Korma GblyTa CO CBOMM KpacaBYUKOM [IxKeMu?

— [la, KOHEUHO, — C yNIBIOKOM OTBeTHIa JKCHUsA. — Pa3Be MOXKHO CPaBHUTh MyXka C APYrom?

Topm oTcTpanuica ¥ BHUMAaTEIbHO OCMOTpPET Ha Hee. [leByllIKa MTHOBEHHO [I0YyBCTBOBAJja, YTO OH
HeyJI0BUMO U3MeHUIICs. HeyxXemnu BeCTh 0 ee 3aMyKeCTBe TaK [10[elCTBOBasla Ha HEro, 4To OH CTall
OTHOCUTLCA K Heu Mo-apyroMy? IloueMy OH He 3aCMesjics ee LIyTKe?

— TrI, HaBEpPHOE, YCTaJl, — CKa3aja OHa. — [Ipoxomu B MOM, fak MHe BO3MOXKHOCTb I103a00TUTHCS O
Tebe.

— JlagHo.

Top B35 ee 3a PYKy ¥ HAIPaBUIICS K 3aMKy. «OH 04eHb CUIBHO U3MEHUJICSI», — BHOBB IIOAyMaJsia
OKcus u nocraBuia cebe 1eylb KaK MOXHO CKOPEe BHIICHUTH IPUUYUHY.
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[TprKa3aB IPUHECTH ey ¥ HAIIUTKOB [IJIs TOCTS, OHA II0BeJIa ero BBEPX 10 BUHTOBOM JIECTHHUIIE B
ny4inee MOMeNIeHUe 3aMKa — B COsipuit. [1o ToMy, KaK OH OBUTAJICS, OHA JOrafaiach, YTO €r0 OYEHb
CUJIBHO Myd4aeT 607b B HOTaxX. B oTBeT Ha ee Bompock Tof cKasall, YTO TPOHYJICS B IyTh PAHHUM
YTPOM H UTO €My IIPHUIIIOCE IPOIIaraTh MHOTO MHUJIb.

Korpa 9kcus OTKpEIIa ABEPD B COJISIPUM, CEPALE AEBYIIKHY yIIajl0: TaM ee IOAXKUAANIA 30JI0BKHU.
Teneps y Hee He OBIJIO MHOTO BEIOOPA, KakK ImpefcTaBuTh uM ['ofia. M BOpPYT y Hee B rOJI0Be BO3HUKIIA
CTpaHHas MBIC/Tb: ['0fly 0UeHb NOHPaBUTCA bepeHrapus, IOTOMy 4YTO Ta HE YBUAUT €T0 JIULa.

— TTo3HakoMbCSI ¢ MOe# 30710BKOM. OHa cienast! — ¢ TOpOOCThI0 00bSIBHIA JDKCHSI.

I'ma3a ob6eux — u KpacaBuIlsl bepeHrapuu, ¥ OMeTol B MalbyKIIecKui Hapsy k001 — ObUIH
yCTpEMIIeHH Ha TOCTs. TO/I, KOTOPHIMA BCETa OMacasICs KPACUBHIX XKEHIIWH, PEIIHII, YTO CIenas —
ato JIko0u. OTKMHYB KaIlIOLIOH, OH YNILIOHYJICS €M, HO, 3aMETHB OTBpAIlleHHe Ha €€ JIUIE, MTHOBEHHO
HAOPOCHIT KAITIOIIOH Ha T'OJIOBY ¥ OTBEPHYJICS.

C HeropmoBaHNeM ITOCMOTPEB Ha [I3K00u, KCHs MOATONKHYIa eTo K bepeHrapuu.
— Her, To 6bia [I:k00u. f X094y M03HAKOMUTE Te0S C 9TOM 30710BKOM. Ee 30ByT bepeHnrapus.

— A-a, — nnpousnec Top u, He obpalliasi BHUMaHUS Ha B3TJISIAB AEBOYKM, OTKUHYJI KaMOUIOH. Ero
mOoTpsicia KpacoTa bepenrapuu. — Hukorga Obl He MPEAIIONOXKUI, YTO TaKKe IIpeKpacHBIe Iila3a He
BU[IST. 3aTO MBI, Te, KTO HafieJIeH 3peHueM, MoxeM OeCKOHEeUHO JTI000BaThCS Balllel KpacoTou U He
Ka3aTbhCS MIPU 3TOM HEeBEXKJIUBHIMU. — [IpuONMM3UBLINCH K JEBYIIKE, OH B3SJT €€ PYKY. —

[To3BoIbTE, — MOIIPOCHII OH U, KOrma bepeHrapust KUBHYIIA, IPUkKaCs ry6aMu K THUIbHOW CTOPOHE
ee JIaJOHMU.

TpynHo 6BLIO CKa3aTh, KTO OIIENIOMIIeH 0oJibille — JKcus unu [[:ko6u. IKCUs BliepBhle Buena Tona
TaKuM. PaHbIlle B TPUCYTCTBUY XKEHIIKH, JaXkKe CIIEIHX, OH IepKajics Ha 3aJHeM IjlaHe ¥ HUKOTa
He TIPOSIBIIST MHUIIMATUBEL, KaK ceidyac. OH OTJIMYHO 3HAJI, KaK BCTATh ¥ KaK IIOBEPHYTh TOJIOBY,
4yTOOH He ITOKA3hIBaTh N3yPOLOBAHHYI0 CTOPOHY juua. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 OH He BOCIIOIb30BAJICST CBOUMMU
YXUIIPEHUSIMY U He TIOCYUTAN HYXKHBIM YTO-THOO0 CKPHIBATh OT [[7KOOU ¥ CaMOi JKCHH.

Yro kacaercs [[:k00u, To ee Oombllle 3aHTEpPecoBasia peakius bepeHrapun Ha 3Toro Kajneky. Cectpa
BCeT[a Jepxajach poOKO C He3HaKOMIlaMU U He J001Jia 0CTaBaThCs HaeguHe C TEMHU, KOTO TIJI0X0
3Hasa. Ho celiyac oHa 03BOJIMIIa 3TOMY YPOLY IIOLIeNIOBaTh el pyKy! boxke, OH Bce ellle JEPXKUT ee
PYKY. B cBOeu!

II>x00u nepBas mpuilya B cedsi OT IOTPsiCeHus U, B3siB Toma u BepeHrapuio 3a 3amsicThs, pa3opBalia
¥X pyku. OTIOMHUBIINCH, K HEN Ha IIOMOLLb [TOCIelInIa JKCUsl. B MrHOBEHNe OKa OHU U3 IIPOTUBHUIL]
IIPEBPATUINCh B COIO3HUII.

[ToBepHyBIIKCh, TOm OPOCKIT Ha DKCHUIO CTPAHHBIH, IIOYTH OTEYECKUH B3I, 3aTeM IIOLIeJIOBall ee B
IIeKy U BECEJIO IIPOU3HEC:

— O, BoT u efa. IIpomry Bac, JaMmsl, IIOCUIUTE CO MHOM. Bariie o0I11eCTBO IOCTABUT MHE UCTHHHOE
YIOBOJILCTBHE.

C TakuM BUIOM, OyTO 3TO OBIJIO COBEPIIEHHO €CTECTBEHHEIM [eCTBUEM, OH B35/ bepeHrapuio mop
JIOKOTH ¥ TIOJ[BEJI K HAKPHITOMY CTOJTY.

Ho 9kcus u [I:k0o0u 3aCTHUIN Ha MeCTe, CJIOBHO KaMeHHbIe. JKCHUs Mojidajia, IIOTOMY 4YTO ee
IIIOKMPOBaJio HeoOrYHOE ToBefeHre Toaa, a [I;ko0u He MOTJIa IIOBEPUTE B TO, UTO MYyXKYNHA,
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KOTOPOMY IIOf CTaTh JIMIIh BEICTYIIATh B OPOASYHX IMPKAX, IOOYUHUI bepeHrapuio cBoel Boje. [la u
BOOOIIIe, KTO OH TAKOU?

Ton u BepeHrapust pacrooXUIKCh 3a OOHOM CTOPOHOM CTOMa, OCTAaBUB CKaMbi0 HANPOTUB [IK00U 1
IKcum.

— Wpurte ctoga, meBoOYKHU. Pa3Be BaM He XOUETCS YCHBIIIATh HOBOCTHU?
«J1eBOYKM?» — oOIlapalleHHO AyMajia JKCHs, BMecTe ¢ [[:K00u UOs K CKaMbe.

Kak TO/NbKO OHU YCTPOUIIACH 3a CTOJIOM, TOf IPUHSJICS pacCKa3hbiBaTh O CBOUX IIPUKITIOYEHUAX, HO
Okcus He cnymana ero. OH BRITISAEN KaK MpexHUE Tof, HO cO3/MaBajoCh BlievaTneHue, 6yaTo B eTo
TeJIe MMOCEJIUIICS AyX APYroro yeynoBeka. M riaBHbBIM 06pa3oM IMIOTOMY, YTO OH OTKPHITO YAESIT
CTOJIbKO BHUMaHUs Bepenrapuu. Ha cTon OB MOCTaBNeH TONBKO OfUH Mpubop, HO Tox MOABUHY T
TapeNKy Mexkay co0oM ¥ OeBYIIKOM 1 3a00TIMBO BKJIAAKIBAJI B €€ PYKY e[ly: COUHBIE IOMTHUKH
GpPyKTOB, X71€0 C MacyioM, MSTKHE KyCOYKHU Msica, KOTOphIe TIOAIENIS KOHYUKOM Ccepe0psHOTo
HOXKMYKA.

'poMkwuii ronoc [12k00u BbIBET JKCHUIO U3 3aAyMUYUBOCTH U 3aCTaBU/I BHUKHYTH B CYyTh Pa3roBopa.
— IIxxeMu! — BOCK/IMKHYIa AeBoYka. — ['eHpu OnuBep 3anep Haiero 6paTa B mopBane?
BrixBaTHB 13 HOXKEH Ha [0sICe KMHXKAaJl, OHa BCKOYHJia, HO TO CXBaTHUII ee 3a PYKY.

— Cagp! — IIPUKA3adJl OH, ¥ OHa IIOKOPHJIACh. — Celiyac HUYETO HENIb3S COelaTh, BO BCIKOM Cily4dae
gHeM. MHe HY2KHO HECKOJIEKO YaCOB OTOOXHYTh, U TOT'A A 3aﬁMYCb 9THM.

H}KO6I/I, KOTOpOfI 40 CMEPTHU He IOHPaBUJIOCh TO, YTO 3TOT I/IBYPOJIOBaHHHﬁ My2XK4YKWHa, KaK CM€EPY,
BOPBaAJICA B UX 2KU3Hb U IIPUHAJICA KOMaHO0BaTh, C HAOAMEHHBIM BUJOM OCBEJOMHNJIACH:

— W 4TO Xe MoXKellb COenaTh TH?

— IIx00u! — BO3MYyIIEeHHO ofiepHY/a ee bepeHrapus. B ToT MomeHT, Korga Tom cooOIIuI, 4To
[>KeMu HaXOAUTCS B OIIaCHOCTH, DKCHUS JIUIINUIACh fapa pedyu OT CTpaxa, HO ceiyac OHa yXKe IIpHUIllia
B ce0s1 OCTATOYHO [IJIsi TOTO, YTOOBI IIPOIIENTATh:

— Pacckaxu MHe Bce. d 0omXHa 3HATD.

— Ortot 'enpu OnuBep He Tak TYI, KaK CUUTAIOT OKpyxXKatomue. OH xuTtep. K TOMy ke 0H IOI0XKUI
r7a3 Ha... — 3aMoi4aB, Tog mocmoTpen Ha bepenrapuio. — ...Ha Te0s1, — TUXMM T'0JI0COM 3aKOHYMII
OH, 3aCTaBUB [IEBYIIKY CMYIIeHHO BCIIBIXHYTh. — TeIeps s ero IOHUMaIO.

— A Mot 6paT? — 3aopasa Ha Hero J1Ko0u.

Tom HEBO3MYTUMO OTIIPABUII KYCOK Msica B poT. — OJMBep TBEPAO HaMepeH 3alojIy4yuTh ee U
yTBepXKpaeT, 4To OymeT gepKaTh [[2KeMu B IJIEHY 0 TeX IIOp, IT0Ka TOT He COTJIaCUTCSA OTAATh eMY
cBOIO cecTpy. A ®paHuecKy OH OTIIYCTUT TOJIBKO TOTTA, KOTZla ee OTel] YIUIaTUT BEIKYII.

[Tpu atux crmoBax Tox GPOCHI TSXKEJBINM B3TJIAN Ha DKCHIO, [aBast e MOHSTh, YTO ee OTIa yXKe
YBEIOMHUIIU O CITy4YUBIIEMCS.

I>x001, 0OCO3HABIMAS, YTO CTaja IPUYMHOMN IIJIEHEeHUS [BYX JIIONEH, OMyCTHIIa Irla3a Ha KUHXKaJl,
KOTOPBIX BCe ellle mepKasa B pyKe.
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— Ot moma OnuBepa K MOPIO BEAYT MOA3EMHbIE TOHHENH, — MPOfoKan Tox. — Tam TEMHO U CHIPO.
ViMeHHO TaM U BHIPHITA Tellepa, B KOTOPou mepxkart [[xkeMu. f neitancs fo6paThCs [0 HETO, HO
OXPaHHUKYU 3aMETUJIA CBET Moero (dakesna, ¥ MeHs... — OH yJIBIOHYJICS, — 3afepaKaliy.

Oxkcust u [[:K00u UL KUBHYJH, HO bepeHrapus UCIyraHHO axHYIa.
— U kak ke Tebe ymanoch cOexaTs?

— 4 n3o6pa3un u3 cebst ugUOTa, — OTBETUN Tod. — S KPUBISICS, KaK CaMblii HACTOSIIUN AyPAvyoK, U
OHU CMESIJIUCh.

Oxkcus u [1:K00u C TeTKOCThIO IIPECTABYIIM, KaK OH 3TO [eJlaj, OgHAKO bepeHrapus Oblla 03afayeHa.
— Ho kak uMeHHO Te6e ygaBanoch u3o0paxaTh U3 ce0s mypadka?

Oxkcus u 13001 efiBa IOBEPUIIU CBOUM TI'J1a3aM, Korga Top B3sisl pyKy bepeHrapuu u mMpoBen ee
najbllaMy CHaydasla II0 CBOEMY JIKIly, a 3aTeM IIO Ilee.

— Ha Horax Takue xe IIpaMbI, — CKa3aJl OH, IIPUCTAJIbBHO BCMAaTPUBasiACh B €€ I'Jla3a.

— Ecmu TH mosaraels, YTo Moe# cecTpe OymeT M03BOJIEHO JOTPAruBaThCs BOT IO «3TOT0», COBETYIO
Tebe ImomyMaTh ABaXk Ak, — 37100HO mpolenuna [IxKo0u.

YneIOHYBIIMCH TaK, KaK HUKOTA IIpexye, Toa BHOBL IIPUHSIICS 3a efy.

— M&I BEI30BEM Ky3eHOB MoHTroMepHu, — 3asiBuia [I:Ko0u. — OHM IepeBEPHYT BBEPX THOM BCE
noMectbe OnuMBepa, a ero caMoro B3[epHYT Ha OnuxKaiiiieMm nepese. OHU...

— V Hac HeT BpeMeHH. § momKeH TpoOpaThCs TyHda CerOmHS BeYEPOM.
— O ma, yBepeHa, oT Te6st 6ygeT MHOTO MO/Ib3kl, — MPEeHeOPeKUTENbHO 3aMeTuIa K00,

Tom He mocyuTas HYKHBIM OTBETUTD, OH TOJIBKO B3TJISHYJ Ha AEeBOYKY, U Ta 3aMondana. OH gan eu
TIOHSITh, YTO OHA BCETO JINIIb PeOEHOK U [I0IKHA BECTH Ce0sT COOTBETCTBEHHO, €CJIM XOUeT 0CTaBaThCS
B o0miecTBe B3pocibix. Ho Hu Tom, HYM JKCHS He 3HAIM, 4TO [[2KeMu 00BIYHO YCMUPSIT CBOEBOJIBHYIO
CeCTpy TOUYHO TaKUM XKe B3TJISIIOM.

— 4 mory cBo6OIHO ITepeMeIaThCst Mo MoMecThio. HUKTO He 00paTUT Ha MeHSI BHUMaHU. {1 3aexan K
BaM Ha HECKOJIbKO 4acoB, YTOOH paccKa3aTh O CITyUYMUBIIEMCS.

— A Opanyecka? — cnpocuia Jkcus. — Kak oHa? Ha MrHOBEHUE [IeBYIIKe [10Ka3aI0Ch, 4TO T0f
IIOKpacHeJI, HO OHa TYT Ke yBepuia cebs B TOM, UTO OIIubIIacs.

— ®panuecka B nopsiake. Ee 3amepnu HaBepxy B cTapoi OamrHe. E#t Tak ygoOHO, HO OHa OYeHb
HamyraHa. OJuBep caM yxaxKMBaeT 3a Hell 1 HUKOT0 He JIONyCcKaeT K Hell. — Ha ero ry06ax mosiBuiach
cnabas ynbiOKa. — Kpome HEKOTOPHIX, KTO MOXKeT MOAOOAPHUTH €e€.

[TepernyBmmuch yepes CTOJI, JKCUs B3syia Toma 3a pyky.

— Ckax#, 4To g MOTY cfiefiaThb. J rOTOBa OTHATH XKU3HB, €CJIA 3TO IIOMOKET BHITAIUTH [ KEeMHU.
[ToxarnyiicTa, IT03BOJIb MHE IIPUHATH XOTh KAK0OE-TO y4acTHe.

Vix rna3a BCTPETUIIUCDH, U ToM yBUAEN B HUX TO, UTO PaHbllle OBIIO [JIS HETO JIKIIh JOTadKON. JKCHs
mo0uTt [Ixxemu. JII0oOUT TakK, KaK HUKOTIa HUKOT0 He mo0umna. Toga oxBaTula PeBHOCTD, HO OH

HcneiTaHHE CTPACTHIO 174 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

OBJIafieNt Co00¥ U APYKECKH CKaJl PYKY AEBYIIKH.

— Twl HUUETO0 He MOXKEIh cfienaThb. 4 mpobepych B TOHHENb, OXPaHHUKY IIPOIYCTAT MeHs. Camoe
CJI0KHOE — 3TO BLI3BOJIUTE [IKeMu. { He CMOTY IIPOBECTH €ro Yepe3 3ai. [IycTs TBoM [IxKeMu u
BEJIMKHUY BOUH, — YJILIOHYJICS OH i, — HO 51 COMHEBAOCh, UTO MY II0 CHJIaM CIIPABUTHCSI CO BCEMHU
moabMu OnuBepa.

— A ecTh mpyro# croco0 BHITAIIUTD €70 OTTYAA? — CIIPOCHUIa DKCHUS.

— He 3Halo0, 4To npeacTaBinsieT cOO0M STOT MOA3E€MHBIM TaOUPUHT, HO MHE KaXKeTCsI, OH TIHETCS Ha
MHOTHe MU, MoxXKeT, 3To cTapas InaxTa. [lonarato, u OnuBep He 3HAET, a eC/IU U 3HaJI Koraa-nuoo,
TO y2Ke 3a0bl1. Y MeHS CJI0KUIIOCH BIleUaTIeHrue, YTO JJAOMPUHT ITOCTPOEH ellle BO BpeMeHa PUMIISH,
MHOTHE CBOJIbI 00pyIIUIKUCh. TOIBKO KPOT CIIOCOOEH HAUTH BHIXOM U3 HEro. — Minu cienoii, —
BMellanach bepeHrapus.

— Hu 3a uto! — oTpe3ana [xo0u. — [I:KeMu OHI...

— Tuxo! — obopsan ee Tox u moBepHYyCcs K beperrapuu. — [la, — 3aAyMYuBO TPOU3HEC OH, — B
3TUX TEMHBIX TOHHEJISIX Y CJIETIOT0 OTPOMHOE IIPEUMYIIEeCTBO Iepen 3pA4YuM. B mepBrlii IeHb, KOTTa
MHe pa3pelniyi MPOoUTH K [[:KeMu, s B3 ¢ co00ii paKes 1 MOMBITANICS BHSICHUTH, Ky[ia BeJeT
TOHHEJIb, HO OXPaHHUKM OCTaHOBUIM MeHs. Ha cnemyrouinii feHs A mpodecar jJec BOKPYT AoMa
OnuBepa B HajeX[e HaWTHU BHIXOM, HO TIIeTHO. Kak yTBepXKaawT, OTTyAa HET BhIXOMa.

— CHpHTaB II:xeMu B TOHHEJAX [0 IMpuxoga IMOMOIIMX, MBI TEM CAMBIM JIMIIIUM 3TOT'O OJ'II/IBepa BCSIKOH
BJIACTH Hag HUM. — Bo B3rnsme Kcuu 0TPaZxKaJICAd yZKacC. — ThI 4TO-TO YTauBa€Ilb. A t-IYBCTBYIO! Tr1 O
4YeM-TO He JOTrOBapHUBa€Ilb.

— IIa, — cormacunack ¢ Helt Bepenrapusi, 6epst Toga 3a pyky. — OmacHOCTb TOPas3ao CUIIbHEE, YeM
THI YTBEPK/IAEIIIb.

— Buepa yTpoMm npubsin 6pat Onusepa.

YcnbiniaB uCIyraHHEIE BO3rIackl bepenrapuu u [I2kKo0u, MeByIIKa ITOHANA, YTO Haf [IxKeMu
MeHCTBUTEILHO HABUCIIa CTPAITHAS YIPo3a.

Tog OIIYCTHII I'/la3a U THXO IIPOU3HEC:

— Ero Opat, Ponansn, Ha3Ban OnuBepa JypakoM 3a TO, YTO TOT XOYeT JKEHUTHCS Ha OeIHOI
MounTromepH, Korfa y Hero B pyKax ecTh HacienHulla Merinenxosna. CaM 6pat yxe XeHaT, ¥ Tenepb
OH IIBITAETCA 3acTaBUTh PpaHyecKy BHIUTU 3aMyXK 3a Onusepa. [[xKeMu cKa3asl UM, 4ToO MeuneHxon
IIopy4us eMy onekaTb OpaHuecky U, clefoBaTeIbHO, OHA He MOXKeT BHIUTH 3aMyX 06e3 ero
pa3pemenus. EcrectBerno, [[keMu He IOANUIIET HUKAKOI0 pa3pellenus, I103Bonsaomero Onusepy
3aBnazeTs OpaHyeckol, 1 fabbl CIOMUTH €70, OHU MOPAT ero roiofnoM. EMy gaioT HEMHOTO BOJIH,
yTOOHI OH He yMep. — To mocMOTpesn Ha JKcuio. — HaM moHagoOuTCst Bpay, KOTia MBI IIPUBE3EM €T0
crofa.

OKcus BCTajla U MOMOIITA K OKHY, He JKeJasi, YT00b KTO-HUOYOb BUMEI ee TIa3a.
— YTo0 ¢ HUM cheanu? — MIpolIenTana bepeHrapusi.

— Briceknu KHyTOM, — OTBeTuJ Tof. — §1 OB eUHCTBEHHEIM, KOMY Pa3pelLInid B3TTITHYTh Ha HETO.
ITpocTO OHM He 3HAJIM, YTO MBI C HUM 3HaKOMEI. HecMoTpst Ha My4deHus, [[2)KeMu IIPOJoIKaeT
ybexnmaTh OpaTta OnuBepa, 6yaTo UMEeT HEKOTOpoe BiusHUE Ha [lepkuHa Melnenxonna u 6yoTo
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TOJIBKO OH MOZKET OaTh Pa3peIlIeHrne Ha 6paK

— WUrak, on 3amumaetr ®pandyeckKy, — 3aK/IH04uiIa JKCHUs, I0BOPAYUBasICh K OCTaJIbHBIM. — BriiifieT
OHa 3amMyXK 3a OnuBepa UM HET — BCe B pyKax [IKeMu.

— Ia.
I'maBa 27

CupeBimmii Ha Ko3ax ¢GyproHa Topm ocTaHOBUII JIolIafe U, 3aTauB AbIXxaHue, HaOmogan 3a
npuOIUXKAIIMMUCS BOOPYKEHHBIMY JTI0OfbMU. HEeKOTOPHIX OH 3HaN B JIUII0, IO3TOMY Cpa3y IOHSI,
yTo 3T0 mogu OnuBepa. OTPOMHBEIM HEIOCTATKOM €T0 BHEIITHOCTH OBIJIO TO, YTO JIIOOK HaBCETHA
3allOMUHAIIM €T0 U Y3HaBalIu gaxe U3aau.

OmHako Korfa ApYXUHHUKY, 3aBUAEB €r0, MPUHSIUCh MUXATh OPYT OPyra JOKTSIMU U YXMBUISITHCS, OH
[oTafiajiCsl, YTO Y HUX He BO3HUKIIO HUKAKUX M0A03peHuit. Y 310 ObII0 GOJBIION yoayen, HIOTOMY YTO
B Gyproxe, moj OrPOMHOM 0XaNKoW I[BETOB, IPSTAIUCh TPU XKEHIIHUHHL.

— YTo y Tebs TaM? — IIOMHTEPECOBAJICA OOWH N3 OPY2KWHHHUKOB, X0X04d IIPHU OJHOM B3IJIsAg€ Ha Toma.

— LIBeTHI o1t HacemgHUIEI MelileHX0/1a, — C HAUTPaHHOU BECEJIOCThI0 OTBETUI KajleKa. — Kak elle
MOXKHO YXaXKMBaTh 3a XKeHIMHONU? ToIbKO mapuTh e 1BeTH. K Beuepy oHa 06s13aTeIbHO OyOeT
nprHagnexaTh eMy. OGulanbHO U HET.

JlexkaBImas o rpy0oi MeIIKOBUHOM JKCUS C U3YMJIEHHeM IIPUCIYIIBaach K ronocy Toma.
YrpioMEbli IO HAaType, KO BCEMY OTHOCHUBIIMUUCS C U3NHUILIHEN CEPbEe3HOCTHIO, ceiiuac OH n3o0paxkan u3
ce0s Becenbyaka, yBEPEHHOT'O B TOM, YTO OKpPYzKaloIue OyoyT CMesiThbCS Hafl KaXKABIM €T0 CIIOBOM.

U gpyxunHuKu OnvBepa OeUCTBUTEIIBHO CMESIJIUCD.

— Jlyute ObI THI BHOBb BOTKHYJI UX B 3€MJII0, — 3aMeTHUJI Apyroi. — HacnemHuie oHM He
[IOHamo0ATCA.

— Bo BcsIKOM crydae [jig TOro, YTOOH! BEIMTH 3aMYXK 3a CTapuHy ['eHpH, — BMeIlasics TPeTHui.
— A-a, — npotsinyn Ton, — Torpa 51 mpubepery ux fis COGCTBEHHOMN CBAObOEL.

I pyXMHHUKH PAaCXOXOTAJIMCh TaK, OyATO 3TO OBIZIa OCTPOYMHENIIIAs MIyTKa Ha CBETE. DKCHUS
TIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, KakK 3aTauBLIASICS PSINOM C Hel BepeHrapus Hampsriach, a ee pyKu CkKajuch B
KyJIaKH.

— MoxeT, TH XKEeHHUIILCSA Ha HaClIegHUlle, — BBEIKPDHUKHYIJI KTO-TO. — Ecnu oTHIIIENIE €ee.

— O? — c genanHBIM Oe3pa3nuuneM npousHec Tox. — OHa 4ToO, cripsaTanack? Mnu 3a Hell mpuexan
orer?

TonbKO JKCUS pa3nruuiia UCIyraHHble MHTOHAIMY B ronoce Tofa pu ynoMuHaHuu [lepkuHa
MeiineHxosna.

— CbOexasna, — OTBETHII IPYXKUHHUK. — HapucoBana ce6e BEIX0, — HOGABUII OH ¥ PACXOXOTaJICST. —
Ecnu yBUuINb ee, IOIPOCH BEPHYThCS HA3ajl Yepe3 HACTOSIIYIO TBEePb.

['oroua Bo Bce ropjio, APYKUHHUKY OBUHYJIUCH [asblile, ocTaBuB Tofa ¢ pyproHoM Ha mopore.
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HecsaTh MUHYT criyCTs Tom OCTaHOBUI GYProOH B TEHU Oy0a U, CIIPHITHYB C KO3€JI, OTXIe0HY T BOMIH U3
06040OHKa, 3aKpeIeHHOr0 Ha 60KOBOM CTEHKE.

— BHI crIBIIIIaIR? — CIIPOCHII OH, 3arjIsabiBas yepes LieIh MeXOY MOCKaMHU BHYTPh PYpProHa, OTKyOa
3a HUM HaOIronamiu.

PemuB He TEPATH BPEMS Ha PA3TOBOPHI, H}KO6I/I OTKHHYJIa MEIIKOBUHY. CormacHuBIINCH Y4aCTBOBATh B
9TOM IIPEAIIPUATHH, OHa He IIPpedIiojiaraia, 4To 6YI[GT TaK CTPAIITHO.

— 4 Halimy ee, — 3asBUJIA OHA, BEIOPABIIKCH U3 PyproHa.

— Thl HUUEro He 3Haelllb, — BO3pa3usl Tof, IOHMMABIINY, YTO OTBeYaeT 3a [EeBYIIKY [0
BO3BpalleHus [IKeMu.

— 4 3Ha10 BCe 3as949bu HOPEI B OKpPYyTe€. Bo3MoxHO, g Haﬁny BBIXOMO M3 Balll€T O HaGI/IpI/IHTa. JTa Ballla
CDpqueCKa BBIPOCJIa B ropoae, II03TOMY OHa 00s13aTeIbHO 3&6J'IYJII/ITCH " pacCTepdaeTCs.

— f He MoTy OONyCTUTh... — Hadan Tof.
OTKuHYB 0XalKy 11BeTOB, bepeHrapus ceyia 1 cka3ana:

— Ona 3HaKOMa CO BCEeMHU ITaCTyXaMH U CKOTHUKaMU B OKpyre. Hu ogHa XKeHIIMHA He IPOCKOIb3HET
MUMO HUX He3aMeudeHHOu. [IycTh uger.

JKcus ToXKe BhIOpasach U3-IOJ IIBETOB.

— K Tomy ke TH yTBepKfasl, YTo OHa HaM He noHamoOutcs. O Tox, ®paHyecka He MOXKET OPOAUTH
3mech onHa. THI XXe 3Haelnb, oHa OecromoIlrHa. OHa He crioco0Ha 4To-1ub0 coenaTh CaMOCTOSITEIIBHO.

— Tri 3ab6myKmaenIbcss, — Bo3pa3ua Tof, HaXMypHUBIIKCh. B riny0uHe OyLIu OH MOHKMaJ, YTO B
CJIOBAX XKEHIIUH eCTb CMEICI.

— IMToxamyiicTta, — HerpoMKO nmonpocusna bepenrapus, u Tog coancs.
II>x00u MIr'HOBEHHO COpBaJiaCh C MecTa u rmobexasa yepes moje K gomy OnuBepa.

3auepnHyB Boay KoBmmKOM, Tox Hamoun Jkcuio 1 bepeHrapuio, KoTophle, 61arogapsi CTapaHusM
OKCHM, ceryac BBITTISANENN YPOAIUBEIMU CTapyXaMu. X0Ts, 10 MHeHHUI0 Tofa, HUYTO He MOTJIO CKPHITh
KpacoTel bepeHrapuu, o0 4eM OH el U CKa3all.

Yro Kacaetcs J12ko0u, TO OH KaTeTOPUYECKHU 3aIIPETHI MEHSITh ee BHEITHOCThL. Ee KOpoTKo, 10-
MaJIbYUIIeCKY TTOACTPUKEHHEIE BOJIOCH M MYXKCKOW Hapsid U TakK OBLIM JOCTAaTOYHON MaCKUPOBKOM.

— YrTo TH IIpeniaraellsb coenaTh ¢ Heu? IlepeoneTs B [eBOYKY? — C HEKOTOPOU A3BUTEJIBHOCTHIO,
KOTOPYIO IIOCYMUTAJI OIIPaBOaHHOM IOoCie TOTo, YTo [1:K06u HaroBopuia eMmy, cupocun Ton y 9Kcuu. —
Haxe y Te0s1 He XBaTUT TaJlaHTa Ha 3TO.

Cettyac ero pagoBajio TO, YTO OHM M30aBUIKCE OT JIK00M, TaK KakK ee CBOeHPABHBIM XapaKTep IPO3uU
IIPOBAJIUTE BCIO 3aTel0, KoTopas TpeboBasa 0T Y4aCTHUKOB €IUHOAYIINS U CJTaKeHHOCTU JeMCTBUMU.

K Tomy MmomenTy Korma Onu mo6panuck mo moma OnuBepa, Bce BOKPYT OKyTal HOYHOU Mpak. Tof ¢
YIOBIIETBOPEHHEM OTMETHJI, UTO mober ®paHYeCcKy IOHSII CAMbIi HaCTOSIINN [IePEToIoX, XOTS ero
He OCTaBJIsAJIa TPEBOTa 3a MeByIIKy. Kak xke el ymanock c6exaTh U3 KaMeHHOU OalllHu?
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WM notpeboBanock BCEro HECKOIBKO MUHYT, YTOOB YOeOuThCs, 4To PpaH4yecKy ellle He HAIUIY, a
[I>KeMu Bce elrle 3alepT B moa3eMense. Tof, KoTopoMy OnuBEp CKasall, 4YTO UAes MOXUTUTD
HacyiegHuLy MeueHxoia ¥ TeEM CaMbIM 3aCTaBUTh [I2)KeMU OTAATh eMy B XKeHBl bepeHrapuio
IIpUHAaIexana «3TOM CTPaHHOU JeBYOHKe MOHTTOMepH», B COTHIM Pa3 NOKIAJICS IPUKOHYUTD
Ix00u, korpma [I:kemu 1 ®paHuecka OyAyT BbI3BOJIEHH U3 IJIeHa. [locie 3HaKoMcTBa ¢ bepeHrapuei
OH OTKa3bIBAJICSI BEPUTH B TO, UTO OHa Obla MOCBSIIEeHA B MOMJIbIM IIJIaH MJIAMIIeH CECTPHL.

Top 3Han, uTo 6paT OnrBepa MOCTaBUI APYKUHHUKOB II€pe]] BOPOTaMU, YTOOH! Te CIIE[UIINA 3a TEMHU,
KTO XOTb OTHAJIEHHO IIOXOOHUT Ha KOro-HuOymbs u3 MoHTroMepu. PoHanbg mpukasan JoCMaTpUBaTh
BCEX KEHIIKH, BXOOSAININX B 3aMOK, TaK KakK OB IOYTH YBEPEH, YTO 3TH aMa30HKH MOHTTOMepH
00513aTeIbHO TIOMBITAIOTCST BLIKPACTh CBOETO OparTa.

OpHako HUKTO He mocMaTpuBai Toma ¢ ero GyproHoMm, mOJTHLIM IBETOB. A ecyiu ObI ¥ TOCMATPUBAIIH,
To Tom cuemnan Tak, YTOOBl APYXKUHHUKYU XOXOTAJIA [0 YIafy.

— OH cTonbKO AHel n3o6paxan u3 cebs nypadyka, HaBEpHsKa IMOYTH BCE BUAENH 3TO, — C TOPEUbI0
CKa3ala bepeHrapus nexaBiieil PSgoM C Hel JKCHUH.

Ee cnoBa ObIIM CO3BYYHBEI MBICIISIM OeBYIIKK. Koria OHM OKa3anuCh Ha TEPPUTOPHUH IIOMeCThbs, Tox
otBen OnuBepa B CTOPOHY U IIPEAJIOKUII €My CBOIO ITOMOIIb B mouMKe ®panuyecku. Benps ['enpu
M3BECTHO, KaK XeHIWHEI 00T 11BeTh? [la. Ecnu 'enpu pa3bpocaeT ux Be3me, OpaHyecka
00s13aTeIbHO BepPHETCS, IIPUBJIeYeHHast apoMaToM. LIBeTHl CTaHyT CBOETO pofia MPUMaHKON — pa3Be
'eHpu 3TOr0 HE TOHUMAET?

— Bce paBHO YTO CHIp B MBILIENIOBKE, — BOCTOPZKEHHO 3aKIioumi OnuBep.

— Touno, — cornacusncs Toxg. — Ho He roBopu 00 3ToM cBoeMy OpaTy, HHa4Ye OH IIePBHIM HaWgeT
®paHyecKy U IPUIUIIET BCIO CIaBy cebe.

— IIa, — xuBHYN OnuBep. — PoHanba cunTaeT ce0s caMbIM YMHBIM B [IepEBHE.

Top momymait, uto PoHanbn cuuTaeT ce0si caMbIM YMHBIM B MUPE, HO 9TO He UMEJIO OTHOIIEHUS K
neny.

— W roe xe MBI pa3dpocaeM ux? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH. — MOXKET, TaM, I'ie COOePKUTCS IJIEHHUK?
HaBepHsiKa OHa NOMBITAETCS IPOHUKHYTh K HEMY.

— Bepno, koHeuHO0. — Haknonusmucsk K Toxmy, OnmuBep npoienTain: — I[loctapatics, 4ToOk TebOs He
yBupen Mo 6paT, OH HUKOTO He IIyCKaeT BHU3, Jaxe MeHS.

— [ToueMy XKe TH He IOM[IeIIb K HEMY ¥ He CKaXelllb, YTO 9TOT AOM TBOH, a He ero, ¥ 4To
HaCJeTHUIIA TBOS U YTO OH He MMEEeT IpaBa BMEIIMBAThLCS B TBOIO XKU3Hb? B KOHIIE KOHIIOB UMEHHO
THI OBLJT HOCTATOYHO XUTEP, YTOOH IIOXUTUTE HACTEOHUIYY MelneHxoa, a He OH.

— Ilo PoHanba CTPAIIHO Pa303JIUTCH.

— W nycts! A g1 TeM BpeMeHeM paccTaBiiio JIOBYIIKY [JIs HAcllemHUIIH. Beb Thl He OOUIIILCS CBOETO
OpaTa, He Tak u?

— Hy, HaBepHoe... HeT! He 6otock. Mu u 3aliMmuch 1iBeTaMu. Kakoi Bpeql MOXKeT OBITh OT IIBETOB?

— IIpaBunbHO. — JloXKmaBLIKUCE, Korpa OnuBep CKPBUICA U3 BUAY, TON OTKUHYJ YTOJI MELIKOBUAHEL U
npoienTtan: — OnacHOCTh MUHOBaNa. MOXKETe BhIJIe3aTh.
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— Ha cBete HeT yernoBeka ny4ie Te0s1, — cKa3ana bepeHrapus, Korga Ton IoMor e BEIOpaThCs U3
dbyprona. — 4 Bcem obsi3aHa Tebe, 1 Most cecTpa... O!

— HpOH.Iy IIpomieHnsda, — IIPOroBOpPHUIIa IKcus, — BEPOSTHO, 4 OCTYIINIIACh. XBaTUT TPATUTh BPEMS Ha
60J'ITOBHI-O, HaJoO IIOTOPAIIJIUBATLCA.

— AOGCOMIOTHO BE€PHO, — COT'JIaCHUJICA Topm, HO II04YeMy-TO B €T0 I'0JIOCE IIPO3ByYalla HaCMeEIIKa.

Yepes gBaamaTth MUHYT Tom, Okcus u bepeHrapus, ¢ pa3pemernuss OmuBepa, CITyCKaluCh B IOIBAI:
nocjie ucue3HoBeHus OpaHyecKy B oMe L[apuyl TaKOM XaocC, YTO HUKTO He 00paTul Ha HUX
BHUMaHUS. [lepka bepeHrapuio 3a pyky, DKCUs Bejla ee 10 TPECHYTHIM IIJIUTAM I10J1a, Iemya
IIPefoCTepPeRKeHNsI, KOTa TON MIPEACTOSIO0 IIPE0noeTh I'PYILl Mycopa.

— Mep30CTh! — OgHAKIH MIPOLIKIIENIa OHA, HO TPO3HBIN B3TIsAA Tofa 3aCTaBUiI €€ 3aMOT4aTh.

— OpOuH pa3 OHYU BCTPETUIM Ha CBOEM ITyTH MMOBapeHKa. Toj OTBIIEK ero, MPUHSBLINCE KOPUYUTh POKH,
a IeBYIIKY 3aMepJid, 30 BCEX CUJI C3KaB PYKU APYT Opyra: HU Ta, HU Apyras He MOTJIM CIIOKOWHO
BEIHOCUTD, Korfia Tof yHUKAJICS.

[Tpoiigs yepes KyxXHIO, OHM 0Ka3aJIMCh B KOPUIOPaX, 3aCTaBIeHHEIX 00YOHKaMU, KOPOOKaMu U
3aBaJIeHHBIX PXKAaBBIM CeJIbCKOX035IMCTBEHHHIM MHBeHTapeM. Co3maBanoch BlieyatiieHue, OyATo 30ech
XpaHUTCS BCe, YeM Korpaa-nubo Biaageio ceMeicTBo OnuBepoB. IKCUU CTOMIIO OOJIBIIOTO TPya
mpoBecTy bepeHTrapuio MUMO 9TOTO XJIaMa, MPUYEeM B IIOYTH MOJTHOM MpaKe, pa3roHsIEMOM PeIKUMHU
(dakemamMu, BCTaBIIEHHEIMU B KPOHIITENHE Ha CTEHE.

Kazasnoch, MUHOBajIa BEUHOCTh, IPeX/Ie YeM OHU TPoOpanuch B KPOXOTHYIO KOMHATYIIKY. [Tocie
TEMHOTHl KOPUO0pa SIPKUiL CBET CIIETHI I'1a3a. [[Be CTEHEl KOMHATH OBIIM CJI0KEHbBI U3 KaMHS, a
BMECTO TPeThel 3UsJT TEMHBIN ITPOEM — 3TO OB BXOJ B TOHHENIb, TSHYBIIUNCS, KAK BCEM
IIOYyUII0Ch, B 66CKOHEYHOCTb.

[Tocpenyu KOMHATEL CTOSITI CTOJI, 3@ KOTOPBIM CUAEN CTpaXHuK. OH Cliaj, MPUBaJIUBIINCh K CITUHKE
CTyJla ¥ YPOHUB I'0OJIOBY Ha I'DYb.

Oxcus o0pafioBanach, YBULEB, YTO CTPAXKHUK CIIUT, ¥ B TO XK€ BpeMs ee oxBaTui crpax. [Joma Toxg
yTBepXK[asl, YTo HalfleT Kakou-HuOynb ciocob 06e3BpenuTh CTPaXkHUKA, HO, CY[s 10 BCEMY, OH TaK
HUYero U He ImpuayMain. Emie Torna oH 3asgBuI, YTO B Xy[lIeM ciiydae OymeT OTBIeKaTh CTPaKHUKA,
4yTOOBI JaTh JKCHU U bepeHrapuy BO3MOXKHOCTEL TpoOpaThes K [Ikemu. Korga 9Kcus cIpocuia, YTo
JXKJeT ero caMoro, eciu o0HapyaT UCUe3HOBEeHHE IIJIeHHUKA, OH He OTBETHII.

Celtuac cTpaXkKHUK CIIasl, a KJII0UX BUCeNU y Hero Hap ronosoi. Ecnu Toxy ymactcs 6eciiyMHO CHATh
UX C KPIOKQ, 3HAYUT, IePBO€ NIPENSATCTBUE IPEOOIEHO.

— Yro 3T0? — BAPYT BCTPEBOXKEHHO IIPOIIEIITAlld BepeHrapI/Iﬂ.

OKCHUS 3aKphljla €l pOT PYKOM, HCIIYTaBIINCh, YTO CTPAXKHUK IIPOCHETCS, ¥ KPEIIKO cXKalla ee PyKy.
Tem BpeMeneM Top MOTSHYJICS 3a KmoyaMu. Korma oHM 3BSIKHYIHM, DKCHUS B CTpaxe 3aTauiia
IBEIXaHUE.

— Yr0 3T0? — OmATH CIIpOCHUIIa BepeHrapI/Iﬂ, u Tom, HaXMYPHUBIIKCEH, IOCMOTPEJI Ha Hee.

OKcus pa3mpaxkeHHo OepHya bepeHrapuio 3a pyKy, HO YBUAEB, YTO Ta OTKPHIBAET POT, UTOOH
3ar0BOPUTH, €J1€ CIIBIIITHO ITPOIIenTaa:
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— CTpaXHUK CIIUT.

OOBIYHBIM T'OJI0COM, ITPO3BYYABIIKM B IIyCTOM IIOMEIEHNH TaK K€ I'POMKO, KaK MyIIeYHBIN BEICTPEI,
Bepenrapus cka3zana:

— Ho 3mecr HUKOTO HET, KpoMe Hac. DKCUS ogyMara, 4To cefiyac yMpeT OT CTpaxa, U B yXKace
II0OCMOTpea Ha cTpaxkHukKa. OMHaKO TOT IIPOAOJIXKaJ ClaTh.

— 3JIer HHUKOT'O HET, YBEPAI0 BaC, — C HEKOTOPBIM Pa3apazkKeHnueM IIOBTOPHUIIa BepeHrapI/I;{.

Iepxka B pyKax Kiio4u, TOm CKIOHUIICS K CTPaXXHUKY. TOT He OBUTAJICS, Jaxke ero rpyab He
TIOOHUMAJIACh IIPY ObIXxaHUU. Kaneka Me[JIeHHO BEITSHYJ PYKY U TKHYJ CTPaXKHUKA B m1e4o. TOT He
IIeBebHYIICS, ¥ Tom TOMKHY cunbHee. CTPaXKHUK ITOBAJIMIICS JIUIIOM BHU3, U DKCUS UCIYTaHHO
TOATIPHITHYIA, KOTa ero J100 ymapuics o CTOJI.

Tomnbko Korma Tofg IIPUBAJIAII TE€JI0O MY2KYHHEI K CIIMHKE CTYyJId, 3aMETUJIN PYKOATKY KMH2XKaJla4,
TOPYaBIIYIO U3 TPYyOU. KuHxKai Obl MaJIeHBEKHM, HO €TI0 BOTKHYJIM UMMEHHO Ty[Aa, Kyla HaJo, 1
CTPaXXHHUK YMEDP MI'HOBEHHO.

— JI>KemMU! — BOCKJIUKHYJIa DKCHS, U [IBETHI BHINAJIA U3 €€ PYK.
B cnepyrormyio ceKyHIy oHa 6pocuiack BO MpPaK TOHHEIS.

Ton BRIIEPHYT U3 KPOHIIITEHHa (akes, cxBaTUl bepeHrapuio 3a pyKy U IOCIEeO0Ball 3a JKCHEH,
CKOJIb34 II0 BJIa2KHOMY II0JIy TOHHEJIS.

2KyTkast Kamepa, B KOTOpo# fmepzxkanu [lxkeMu, Oblsla MycTa, JTUIIL OKPOBABJIEHHAS OfleXkK/Ia
CBHU[IETEJIbCTBOBAJIA O TOM, YTO OH HaXOOWJICSA TaM.

— I'me oH? — cnpocuina Jkcus, Kak 6yaro Tox u Bepenrapus MOriy 3HaTh OTBET, U, BEIOEKAB U3
TelepHl, Ucue3ia BO MpaKe TOHHEIS, yBepeHHas, uyTo [IKeMU He MOT YHTH [ajieko.

OHa He COMHeBaJach, 4To [IKeMu BeIOpa eMMHCTBEHHO BO3MOXKHEIN MyTh I00€era, Yyepes3 JabupHUHT,
TaK KakK 3HAJl, YTO B [IOMe TIOSBISATHCS €My HeJlb3s: Belb TaM MHOT'O TeX, KTO 3HAeT ero B JIUIIO.

Ton u BepeHrapus no6exanu 3a Hew, ocBelnas cebe Jopory GakenaoM.

— MEHI MOMXKHEL ePKAThCS BMECTe, — MOTrHaB ee, ckasas Tom. — Twi?.. — OH 3aMojT4ajl, YCIIBIaB
IIyM y BXOZa B TOHHEJIb.

— On meptB! [IpuHecute dakensl! HeMenneHHO HalTH ero! — MOHECTUCH OO0 HUX KPUKU. —
Cmotpurte! CaeT!

Tom MOMeHTaNBHO IIBHIPHYIT (haKesl B KUKY, IOKPHIBABIIYIO [TOJI TOHHEJIS, ¥ UX OKYTasl Mpak.
HempornsigHeIN Mpak.

YyBcTBYS, 4TO Tom u IKcus KoneOmoTcsi, bepeHrapus pelusia B3sSTh HHUIMATUBY B CBOU PYKH.
— CrnepyiiTe 3a MHOM, — IIpUKa3aJia OHA, OIIYTHB BOCTOPT OT IIPOM3HECEHHHBIX TOIBKO YTO CIJIOB.
BrniepBrle B XKM3HU €1 MOBEJIOCH BECTH 3a COO0M OECIIOMOIIHBIX 3PSTYUX.

CTeHBI TOHHeJIEH IIOKpPhIBajla OTBpPaTUTeIbHAS CNIK3b, @ BO3AYX ObLI 3aTXJILIM. BCKOpe OHU MOHSH,
YTO MPaK TauT B cebe MHOXKECTBO OTIaCHOCTEH.
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— OCTOpO}KHee, — IIpoLIeIITalia BepeHrapI/Iﬂ. — 3mech B I10JIy IIPOBAJl. He OCTYIIUTECE.

— OTkypna TH 3Haemb? — ynusuics Toxn. OH mmien, fepxka bepeHrapuio 3a pyKy u Befs 3a co60i
JKCHIO.

— 3pmech Oe3omacHee, YeM y MeHs oMa, KOTHa OTOBCIOMY TTafaii KUHKaJIkl ¥ MeY:d MOuX OpaTheB. A
001 Bcerga CYMTasa, YTO MPOIle IepeIBUHYTh Mebesb, ueM 000HTH ee.

BepeHrapus HacjlaXxOanach OIIyIIeHreM CBOel CHUIIBI M 3HAYMMOCTH, OHA C TOTOBHOCTBIO HECTIa
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a CIIeJIOBABIIMX 3a HEIO NMofel. B 9Ty MUHYTH OHa He YyBCTBOBaja ce0st 00y30H,
TIOTOMY 4YTO OJTM3KME HYKOATUCh B €€ TOMOLIH.

WTakK, el MpefCTOUT BEIBECTU UX U3 3TOT0 JTAOMPUHTA.
BreszanHo bepeHrapusa ocTaHOBUIACEH U IPUHIOXAIACE.

— Yro TH fenaenb? — HeTEPIENIUBO MPOIIUIIeNia KCHS, B MO3Ty KOTOPOi OMjlach eAUHCTBEHHAS
MbICHE: «I'me xKe [KeMu?»

— Xouy y3HaTh, OTKYya IaXxHeT COIHIIEM, — MTPO3ByYas 3arafoyHbi 0TBeT. — Tyma!

Ton mepHYN OKCHIO 3a PYKY, UCITYTaBIINCh, YTO y Hee JII000MBITCTBO BO30061afaeT Hajl CTPaxoM U OHa
HAaYHeT pacclpalluBaTh bepeHrapuio 0 TOM, KaK TOH 3TO yIaeTcs.

OKCHUS TO U [esI0 OTJISIABIBaiachk, IPOBEPSis, He IPecaenyloT u ux moau OnrBepa, OOHAKO IJapHBIIYIO
T103a[Id TEMHOTY HE Pa3phIBaJl HU €OWHEIN JIyYUK CBETA.

Ton u IKcus 4ETKO CIIeNoBany yKa3aHusIM bepenrapuu, nepebupasch yepes3 Ipyasl KaMHeH U 3eMIH
1 00X0[Is TPOBaJIbl. IKCUA IIOgyMala, YTo, eciiu Obl TOHHeIM ObLIM OCBEIIeHHl ¥ 0Ha OBl yBU[ENa,
KaKue TPeNsTCTBUS UM IIPEACTOUT IIPEOHO0JIETh, TO COUJIa OBl UX IJIaH HEBHITIOTHUMEIM.

— Croiite! — npukasana bepeHrapus 1 pe3ko 0CTaHOBHUIIACh. B 3TOM MeCTe TOHHENb PaCIIUPSIICS
HACTOJIBKO, YTO OKCHS MOTJla BHTSIHYTh B CTOPOHE! PYKH. — 3[1€Ch KTO-TO OBLI.

— IIxxeMu? — B HafeXk/e BEINOXHYIA JKCHUS.
— He 3Ha10, HO YYBCTBYIO, YTO 3OECH KTO-TO OBIIL.

— TrI onipenenuia 1o 3amnaxy? — CIPOCUIIa DKCUS C TAaKUM HEINOAe/IbHEIM U3YMJIEHHEM, UTO
BhI3Basla y Toma u bepeHrapuu cMex.

[Toka oHU CMesIuCh, OTKY[a-TO BHIIPHITHYI YEJIOBEK U IIPUCTABUII HOX K ropiy Tofa.
— OpHo cnoBo — u Tebe KOHeI[, — XPUILJIO MPOIIenTal OH B camoe yxo Tomy.

— Jxemu! — XOpOM BOCKJIMKHYJIU IEeBYIIKU. B crenyiomee MraoBeHne JKcus 6pocusiach Ha 3BYK €T
rosuoca.

— Ap 1 niytaMsi! — HaKOHEL ONPaBUJICA OT NOTPACEHUS [[XKeMU U, IpUKaB K TPyau JKCHUI0, IPUHSIICI
C JKapoM IIeJI0oBaTh €e.

— IIxxeMmu, mMOOUMEBIN, — INelTana Ta. — 9 mymarna, uto ympy 6e3 Te6si. Kak ThI? Thl CUIbHO paHeH?

— Her. Onu... Out! Hy, MoxkeT, camyio 4yTouKy. — OH IPUHUK r'y0aMu, K ee 1ee. — Twl Oymelb
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yXaXuBaTh 3a MHOU?

— 4 cpenaro Tak, 4To TeOe BHOBb 3aX0UYeTCs XKWUTb, — OTBETHJIA DKCUS, U OHHM CHOBA CJIMJIKCH B
CTpaCTHOM 06'BHTI/II/I, CKPEBITEIE HEIIPOTJIAOHBIM MPAKOM.

CrosiBiIe B HECKONbKUX, (yTax oT HUX Tox ¥ bepeHrapus UCIBITHBAIN CMelllaHHbEIe aMoLnu. Tox
IyMaj O TOM, YTO B TeUeHHE MHOTHUX JIET OHU C DKCHeH ObITM BCeM OPYT [l Apyra, HO cedyac ux
OTHOILEHUS] U3MEHUIIUCE, IpUYeM 0eCIIOBOPOTHO. bepeHrapus ke pa3MBIIUIsSiIa O TOM, YTO y3Haja C
TIOMOIIIBIO CBOETO HEOORI'YHOT0 TajlaHTa: 6pat MobUT 3Ty XKEeHIIKMHY, BHe3aITHO BOPBABIIYIOCS B X
JKW3Hb U [IEPEBEPHYBINYI0 BCe BBEPX AHOM. OHa IOHAJA, YTO DKCUS He MpeAIpuHIMaIa HUKaKIuX
TIONBEITOK 06MaHOM 3aBjieysb [IKeMu B CBOM CETH, YTO €10 [JBUTaJIa JIUIIb caMo3a0BeHHas J1I000Bb K
HeMy. Korga 9kcusi ckasasa, 4To rOTOBa OTHATh XKU3Hb, YTOOH cracTu [IxkeMu, BepeHrapus He
Ipunaia ee cJoBaM 0co00ro 3Ha4eHUsI, HO ceiiyac oHa OyKBaJIbHO KOXKeH OIyliana CTpax HeBeCTKU
3a [I:keMu U ee HaCTOATEIbHYIO IOTPEOHOCTE OBITH C HUM PSIIOM.

BepeHnrapuio pagoBaio To, YTO ee fopororo 6parta 00T UMEHHO TOU JTI000BbI0, KOTOPYIO OH
3aciyKUBaeT, HO PafoCTh CMeIlInBanach C TPyCThI0, BOJIHOYM HaKaThiBaBIlled Ha Hee. BriepBrie
YYBCTBO OMMHOYECTBA CTAJI0 TAKUM OCTPHIM. [I3KeMu OblI {71 Hee JIy4YIIUM APYToM, K TOMY XKe OH
SIBJISJICS €IUHCTBEHHBIM MYKUMHOM, KOTOPOTO He BOJIHOBAJIa ee CJIenoTa.

CIIoBHO OTafaBIIKCh, 0 YeM ayMaeT Bepenrapus, Tox B3sI ee 3a PYKY ¥, HAKJIOHUBILIUCH, TPUKAJICS
rybamu K ee ry0aM.

— Tt He Gymelnib OIMHOKA, — IIPOTOBOPUII OH. — HUKOT A, IT0Ka 5 XKUB.

— A Temnepsb, 4EPTEHOK, paCCKaXH, YTO BHI 3[ECh fejlaeTe. XOTH S ¥ TaK 3Halo. Tof, KaK Thl IOCMET
IpUBECTH ee ciofa? Benp mopu OnrBepa MOJIHE PEIIMMOCTH 3al0Ny4uTh AeHbru Menpgenxonna. U
TBI JOTIYCTHUJI, YTOOBI DKCHS. ..

— W 1, — BMemanack BepeHrapusi. KCus, OUIyIBIBABIIAS MyKa, YTOOB ONIPENEIUTh, CHJILHO JIU OH
paHeH, I0YyBCTBOBAJIa, KakK OH B3[IPOTrHYJI, KOTTA YCIBIILIAT T0JI0C CECTPH, ¥ HOorafiaiach, YTO ero
o0ysiza sipoCTh.

— Hawm HyxHa 6GBINIa €e IoMOIIb, — CKa3alla 0Ha, YTOOH ITPENOTBPATUTh HaABUTAIOIIYIOCS Gypio. —
OHa BUOUT TaM, TOe CJIETHl MBI, 3PSTYHE.

— T TIOCTYIIHUII IIJIOXO, TIOOABEPTHYB OIIACHOCTHU MOIO XKE€HY, HO TO, YTO THI IIPHUBEJI CIOAa MOIO CII€E...
MOIO CeCTpPy, — IIOIIPABHUIICSA II>xkemu. — Tom, THI MHE OTBETHUIIb 3a 3T0. Hemnb3sd OBLIJIO BMEIIMBATh B
9TO OeJi0 XKEeHIIMUH. Oco0eHHO...

— Hy, maBaii, moroBapuBaii! — Bo3amyTunack bepenrapusi. — EMy He ciemoBajo 6paTh ¢ co6oi
0ecIoyIe3HyI0 CIIeNy0. ITO TH XOTEN CKa3aTh, Oa?

— 4 He TOJIBKO He CKa3aJl 3TOr0, HO flaXke U He JIYMaJI! HI/IKOMy 13 BaC He CJiefoBaJIo IIPUXOOUTHh
CIoa.

— Mg nputuny, uTobsl criacTu Tebsi, HebmarogapHblit! — Habpocuiack Ha Hero Jkcusi. — K TBoemy
CBeleHUIO, B 9TOM Mpake BepeHrapus He ciena. OHa 4yBCTBYeT 3allax COJHIA.

Hactynuna tumvna, u Bopyr [IxeMu pacXxoX0oTaics.

— JlapHo, mpu3Hato cebst mobexneHHbIM. [Tomnu! — OH OBUHYJICS BIEPen, HO 00HapyKUB, YTO HUKTO
3a HUM He II0CTIe[IOBaJl, TIOBEPHYJICT U cKa3an: — OHu OynyT uckath Hac. Hapo mockopee HauTu
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BBIXOT,.
Okcus ynepsia pyku B 00Ka, X0Ts 3Hasla, 4YTO B TEMHOTe [[KeMU He YBUIUT 3TOT0 JKecTa.
— BepeHnrapus BUOUT Nydllle, 4YeM ThI, I09TOMY HacC IIOBELeT OHaA.

ViMeHHO B 9Ty CeKyHIy bepeHrapus pelmuia, YTO BCEM CepfilleM JTI00UT CBOI0 HEBECTKY, KOTOpas
nepBas U3 BCEX XKUBYIIUX Ha 3eMJie 3asiBUiia, 4YTo oHa, bepeHrapus, cmocobHa X0Th YTO-TO ieaTh
Jydine apyrux. M oHa ropgo BCKUHYJA T'OJI0BY — Be[b, HECMOTPS Ha CJIENOTY, OHA 0CTaeTCs
MonTtromepu!

— Croma! — cKOMaH[0Bala OHa ¥ OBUHYIIACh HE Ty, KyHa yKa3hiBall [[KeMu, a B TPOTUBOIIOIOKHYIO
CTODOHY.

II>KeMu XBaTHUIIO 30PaBOr0 CMBICJIA ITPEOOCTABUTE I''TABEHCTBYIOIIYIO POJIb TOMY, KTO MOXKET JIy4Ille
CIIPDABUTHCA C 3aJavyel, ¥ OH MOIIeN 3a OCTAJIbHEIMI.

BepeHrapus yBepeHHO Bejla UX yepe3 Ja0UPUHT, Ka3aBIIUKUCS 0eCKOHEYHBIM. OOHAXK/Ib TyTh UM
nperpagui o0BanmuBIIKUKACS cBof. Tom u [I;keMu BOBOeM pa3rpelu 3aBajl, 3alpPeTUB KeHIIHHAM
TIOMOTATh UM.

— JI>keMu paHeH ropa3fo CUIbHEe, YeM I'OBOPUT, — IIpoIlelnTana bepeHrapus, OTIUB U3 QIIIKKY,
KOTOPYIO OHM IIPUXBATHUIIM C CO00M. — Y HEro KpoBoTeueHUe. f YyBCTBYIO 3alax KPOBH.

OKcus B3OOXHYIIA.
— [la, s TOXe MOHsA 9TO, KOra JOTPOHYIACh OO0 Hero. Thl yBepeHa, 4TO MBI UAEM K BEIXOAY?
— Koneuno. 4 mory...

— Bepenrapusi! — nepebuna ee Sxcusi. — A Thl Moria Obl TOYYBCTBOBAThH 3allax COJIHIIA HOYBIO? Ta
yCMEeXHy1ach.

— ¢ 9yBCTBYyI0O 3amax HE CAMOTO COJIHIIA, a 3€MJTH, HarpeTou ConHieM. U 3amax pacTeHuw,
IIUTAIOMIMXCS OT COJIHIIA. M 3amax cBexKero Bo3myxa. [IJis MeHsI COBEPIIEHHO OYEeBUIHO, KyOa UOTH.
Pa3Be TH caMa He YyBCTBYEIIIh?

— Hu kamenpku. A ThI CMOTrIa OB HAWTH JOPOTY K Hadalay JabupuHTa?

— EcTecTBeHHO, — 0TBeTHIa bepeHTapusi, MPUCIYIIXBASICh K. TOMY, KaK pa00TaiT MyKYUHBI. —
Moii 6paT dmBapm JOBOJIBHO YaCTO YBOAUII MEHS B JIeC HA MHOTHME MUJIM ¥ OCTABJIS TaM, YTOOHI 5
MCKasa Jopory Hasan. OH yTBepK[al, 4To, eclid co6aKy CIIOCOOHEI Ha 9TO, TO U S HOJIKHA
HAy4YUTHCS. B mepBeIil pa3 s gyMasna, 4To Oyay CTOSTh U XKOaTh, KOTOAa MeHs HaWOyT, a eCJId MeHs He
Ha#OyT, TO yMpy. M TyT g BCIIOMHMIIA, YTO Ha YKUH y Hac OymeT KiyOHUKa.

— Tompko HE TOBOPH MHE, YTO THI YHIOXaJIa apOMaT KJ'IY6HI/IKI/I Y IIOIIINIa Ha 3amax!

BepeHrapusi HETPOMKO paccMesiyiach. MyKYUHBI 3aMepJId Ha MCHOBEHHE, IIPUBJIEUEHHEIE €€ CMEXOM,
HO JXEHIIUHL He TOCYUTAIN HYKHHIM OOBSCHUTH UM IIPUYUHY CBOETO BECEIIbS.

— Her, — oTBeTusa neByika. — [[0BEpUBIINCH CBOEMY UyThIO, ST CIIOTHIKASICh Gpeia Imo yiecy.

OKcud He ycIesna 3afaTh CJIeNyIOIIi BOIIPOC, TaK Kak [[:keMu 00BsBUII, YTO IyTh CBOOOMIEH.
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Yac CIIYyCTS OHKX HATKHYJIMCh Ha €Ill€ OJHO IMPEIIATCTBHE: TOHHEIIb OBILIT IIeperopozxexn CTEHOH U3
IeperjieTeHHbIX KOpHefI.

— TlepepyOuTte KOpHHU B 3TOM MecTe, — Bejiena beperrapusi. — Ocranock Heponro. OHa oKa3anach
IpaBa.

— 4 BuXy cBeT! — BCKOpe BOCKIMKHYI [Ixxemu. Tox 1 DKCUsl BO3NIUKOBaIy, a bepeHrapuu crano
rpyctHO. OHa 3Hasa, 4YTO IPU CBeTe OHS ey IIPUNeTCS 0TKa3aThCs OT IJIaBEHCTBYIOILEN POJIU U
OTOUTH Ha BTOPOM IlJIaH, BHOBb ITPEBPATHUBIINUCE B OECIIONIE3HYI0 KAJIEKY.

C moMOIITbI0 HOXKA, KOTOPHIM OH CIIPSITal OT OAPYKUHHUKOB 3@ TOJIEHUIIEM carora, [IkeMu mepepyout
KOPHU U BHIIIEI B JIEC HeasleKo oT foMa ['enpu OnuBepa. BHe3anHO KpaeM Ijla3a OH 3aMeTHUJI KaKoe-
TO [IBUKEHUE U CKoMaHpaoBasl Toxy, 9kcuu u bepeHrapuu, Bce ellfe 0CTaBaBIIMMCS MOJ CBOAAMHU
TOHHETIS:

— Tuxo!

[Tpuraysummcse, [IxxeMu 6exkal MeXAy nepeBbeB. TONCTHIM KOBEP U3 OMABIIUX JIUCTHEB U XBOU
3arjyuIan ero maru. ITocie Mpaka nabupuHTa OneqHBIN YTPEeHHUN CBET OCJIeINI ero, ¥ OH 4acTo
MopraJi, 4To0bl [aTh IPUBLIKHYTH r7la3aM. OfHaKO OH He COMHEBAJICS B TOM, UTO €N CTBUTEIHHO
BU[IE], KaK YTO-TO IIPOMEJILKHYJIO BIaIu, YTO 3TO He ObIZI0 0OMaHOM 3PEHUS.

Haxkoner on HpI/I6J'II/I3I/IJ'IC${ K JEPpEBY, U3-3d KOTOPOT'O BRITJISAObIBAT Kpaﬁ YbeU-TO OfleKMIbI, U, IIPBEITHYB
Ha HEe3HaKOMIa, ITIOOMAJI €T0 II0[ cebs. K cBoeit PagocCTH, OH O6Hapy}KI/IH, YTO 3TO ITOOPOCTOK.

— 3ppaBcTBYH, 00JbIION OpaTel], — BeCesio IPUBETCTBOBasa ero [I:ko0u. — Tkl 4TO, HOYeBas B
CBUHApHUKE?

C obreryeHreM OTKATUBIIKCH B CTOPOHY, [[3KeMH cell u moTep ria3a. OH He eJl HECKOJIBKO THEH,
TIOYTH He MUJI, Y Hero 0oJjieNia CIMHA MOCyIe IOPKK KHYTOM, K TOMY K€ €My IPHUIUIOCHh TPOBECTH HOYb
B BOHIOYEH U CHIPOM Ielepe B mog3eMenibe. [la, HEYOUBUTEIBHO, YTO OH TaK OIJIOMIAT.

— IlaBali T030BEM OCTaJIbHBIX, — CKa3aJjl OH U, MOpIIAch OT 60K, MOJHSJICS HAa HOTH, 3aTeM OPOCHUT
B3IJISIT HA MEIOK, KOTOphIH [:Ko0u 3aKuHYyIa 3a CiuHy. — Heyxkenu Tam emga?

— JIBa IILITI/IEHKA, YeThIpe MMUPOXKKA C BUIMHAMU U HECKOJIBKO MOJIOOBIX MOPKOBOK. — IleBOuYKa C
y1'IbI6KOfI IIOXJIOIIalia JIaJdOHBIO II0 MEIIIKY.

— CBHIpBIX, BEPHO? — JIyKaBO IIOCMOTPEB Ha Hee, IOUHTepecoBacs [xKeMu.
— CBexux, — monpasuia ero [1:xo6u, 0TBOpaYuBasich, 4TOOH [[;KeMy He yBULETI ee JIHUIa.
[leBOYKY MOTPSICIIO, KAK OH BHITJIIAUT: TPS3HBIY, B 3alEKIIENCS KPOBU.

— A KTO Hay4uI TeOs JTOBUTh YyXKUX Kyp U BOPOBATH MIUPOTHU? — BO3MYIIEHHO OCBEOMHUJICS OH, HO
PafioCcTh BUMETh CECTPEHKY MTHOBEHHO 3arjylluia THeB. — HafleloCh, UBIIIeHKa U TUPOKKY ThI
3aBEPHYJA OTAEHHO?

— Y10 3a nmupor 0e3 HeCKOJIbKUX KYCKOB KYPATHUHEHIL... — B31"H${HYB Ha H}KeMI/I, r]:[}KOGI/I IIOHAJIa, 94TO HE
CTOUT 3dKaHYUBATE IIPEOIOZKEHNEe. — YTo THI cOenan c BepeHrapI/IeI?I U TEMHU JIBYMH?

He oTtBetus, [IkeMu 3aiarai K BHIXOOY U3 TaOUPUHTA, TIe ero XKaalu oCTalbHEe. [[2K00u 3aMeTua,
YTO OH TO ¥ [IeJI0 IPUKPHIBAET I'JIa3a, U Ha ero JIMlle MOosBiseTcs 60ne3HeHHas rpuMaca.
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— Tlomnmu, — OGPOCKII OH CBOEW MITAAIIEN CECTPE, ¥ Ta IOKOPHO IIOCIeq0Baia 3a HUM.
['maBa 28

CornHile yKe ITpuOIM3UIIOCH K TOPU30HTY, KOTTIa ISATEPO JIIOAEeH, YCHITIeHHbIE TUIINHOMN U IPOXJIafoi
neca, TpocHynuck. OHU pelnsy OoXKAaThCI HouH, 4ToOw 6exkaTh 3 moMecTtbsd OnmuBepa. [BaK bl
OHM CJIbIIIANHM OTHAIEHHBIM CTYK KOIBIT, CBUOETEILCTBOBABILKM O TOM, YTO UX MINYT. 3HAs, YTO BOT-
BOT [IOJIXKHBI TPUOBITH Ha TIOMOIIb €0 KY3€HHBI, OT KOTOPBIX OH IIOJIyYH/I BECTOYKY ellle OO0 TOro, Kak
ero 6pocunu B mog3emesnbe, [IxKeMu Havasl ObIJI0O HACTauBaTh Ha TOM, YTOOB TPOHYTHCS B IIYTh
HeMmemieHHOo. Ho Okcus, [I:xo6u u Top, pa3risaeBliIie ero paHbl IIPU CBETE [HS, X YyBCTBOBABIIAS
coctosiHue OpaTa bepeHrapus He mofiepKaiu ero.

9Kcusi, KOTOPOii ele fmoMa OBIJI0O U3BECTHO, YTO [I2KeMU CEeKJIM KHYTOM, IIPUXBaTuia ¢ Co60M
nevebHyI0 Ma3b. Koryma Bce pacmoioKUINCh IO JEPEBOM, OHa 3aCTaBHIa MyKa JIe4b Ha XKUBOT U
IPUHSIACh BTUPATh €€ B OTKPBITHIE PAHHI.

W BOT ceiiyac, HECKOIBKO YacOB CITyCTs I0Cye OyKIaHus 10 TEMHOMY JIaGUPUHTY, TIOCTIE
HEIPOJOJIXKUTENIEHOTO CHA, HEMHOTO BOCCTAHOBUBIIIETO WX CUJIbI, OHU TOTOBUIIKCH K IIOCTIETHEMY
3TaIy CBOEro MpeanpusaTus. UM npeacTosino XOaTh ellle yaca JBa.

OKcuio 6eCIOKOUIIO0 TO, UTO JI2KeMu pemuT u306pas3uTh u3 ceOsi repost ¥ B ONMHOYKY OTIIPABUTCS Ha
noucku OnuBepa. OHa IOHMMaJa, YTO JIUIIL CTPalllHasl yCTaloCTh 3aCTaBuia ero nocnars. OTOOXHYB,
OH BHOBB CTOpaJl OT HETEPIEHNU .

— ToI meCTBUTENBHO OLIYIaeIb 3amax Bcero? — obpaTtuiack IKcus K bepeHrapuu, ctapasch
OTBIEYBLCS OT TPEBOKHEIX MBICTIEN. — ThHI XOTh IIPEACTaBIA€Elb, KaK IIeHeH TBoU fap? A He pas
npoOoBajia U3TOTOBUTH TaKue XKe AyXd, Kak y GppaHiry30B. s Toro 4ToOH CAEIATh JYXU C apOMaTOM
¢duranoK, Majo BHICYLIUTD ITy4OK IIBETOB. YTOORI ITOIYYUTD KeJlaeMbEI apoMaT, Hy2KHO CMeIlliBaTh
HECKOJIbKO BHIOB TpaBs, IOTOMY YTO CyX¥e OHU IIaXHYT He TakK, KaK CBeXUe.

— Hanpumep, BepOeHa maxHeT TMMOHOM IOpa3fo CUIbHEE, YeM CaM JIUMOH, BEPHO?

— AGcomoTHO. £ mpoBena HECKOIBKO 9KCIIEPUMEHTOB, HO MEHS ITOABEJI MOM HIOX: CMEIaB MSTh UK
IIeCTh TPaB, 5 yXKe He Morjla OTJIMYUTh BOHb TPSI3HBIX HOCKOB OT apoMaTa po3. Ho eciu OBl y MeHS
OLLJI TBOU HOC...

— Most cecTpa cioco0Ha OMHOBPEMEHHO pa3iudaTh apoMaThl CTa PACTeHUH, — 3asiBuia [Ixko0u,
IIPOMOIKABIIAs CYUTATh, YTO BepeHrapus mpegana ee.

«YT0 IPOU30IIIO B I0of3eMeNbe? — ClipalirBana cebs neBouka. — [loueMy BOPYT OHa Tak
cONMU3unIIach ¢ IKCUEH U CMEeTCsT KaXKIOMY ee CIIOBY?»

OKCHs HapBajia Pa3NIMYHLIX IIBETOB ¥ TPaB U, JaB UX IMOHIOXaTh BepeHrapuu, o6HApYyXKUIa, UTO
I>xo0u cka3asa mpaBay. [eiiCTBUTEIHLHO, 30JI0BKA HaXkKe MOXKET 10 3amaxy OTIMYUThH OHO JEPEeBO OT
IPYroro.

— IMotpsicatome! TIpocTo moTpsicatoie! C TBoeH OMOIIBIO 5T MOTJIa Ol Ie/laTh OTPOMHEBIE [IeHBTH.

— M= He cobHpaeMcs caXkaTh HAIly CeCTPY B JIaBKY, YTOOHI JIIOMY Tapalluinch Ha Hee, — oTpe3asa
IIx00H.

— TapaHJ;I/IJ'II/ICB Ha Hee? A, THl UM€EEIb B BUOYy, YTO OHA TakK KpaCI/IBa?
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— Hert, moToMy 4TO OHa cienas.
— A KoMy KaKoe [1eJI0 10 €€ CJIeTIOTHl, eC/IU y Hee TaKou HOC?
— Yro?! — 3apioxHyNIack OT HerogoBaHus [[:K00u. DKCUS y&Ke coxKajesla 0 CBOMX CI0BaX.

— IIpocTy, 51 He X0Tea ITOKa3aThCsl HEeBEXKIMBOM. [IpoCcTo s Ha MUHYTY 3a0blia, YTO OHa ciemnas. ITo
BLICKOUMJIO Y MEHS U3 TOJIOBHL.

IIx00u cobpasack OBIJIO YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO bepeHrapus nepebuna ee:

— 2XKaJip, 4TO BCe MOMHSIT 0 Moel cienoTe. Kak Obl MHE X0TeJI0Ch OBITH YeM-TO II0JIe3HOMH, a He
00y301i.

— OOy30i? — yOuBIIEHHO Ilepecnpocuia OKcusg. — [la ¢ TBOUMHU CIIOCOOHOCTSMU MBI C TOOOM MOTIH
OBI CKOJIOTHTS I1eJ10€ cocTosiHue! — [TomHSBIIKCE, OHA YBUAETIA, YTO BTSB! OCTAIbHBIX
yCTpeMJIeHH Ha Hee, ¥ PafloCTHO IIOiyMalia O TOM, YTO ¥ Yoaloch XOTh HEHAMO0JIr0 OTBIeYb BCEX OT
TPEeBOT. — MEI ObI U3TOTOBUIIM BOCXUTUTENbHEIE OyXU. Y Ha3Bamu Ob ux «Enu3aBeTa», a [IxkeMu
npenogHec Obl UX KOpoyieBe. — JIeByIIKa 3aMeTHJIa, YTO MyK HaXMyPUJICS, HO HUYTO yKe He MOTJI0
OCTaHOBUTH ee. — JINIIL eMy IIOZ CUJTY YOeOUuTh KOPOJIEBY B TOM, YTO €U MOIXONUT UMEHHO 3TOT
apomar. M Me1 6yieM U3TOTOBIISITH OyXHU TOJIBKO AJIT Hee, OHa BEJIUT CBOMM IIPUOBOPHBIM OAPHUTh UX
eyl OTPOMHBIMU OYTHUIKAMU U 3aIIPETUT KOMY-JTU00 ellle AYIIUThCT UMU. — JKCHUS 00paTuiia
BHUMAaHUe Ha To, 4To Top yner6aeTcs, a co nba [IKeMu UCUYe3NTd MOPIIUHEL. — A IIOTOM MHEI 3aiMeMCSsI
IPYTHMHK apoMaTaMH IJis faM. Bce mpu gBope COMAYT C yMa, JIUIIb OBl 3aTI0JTyYUTh COOCTBEHHBIM
apoMar.

BepeHrapus paccMmesiiach:

— M=I nopyuum [zkeMu 00HIOXMBATh BCEX IPUABOPHAIX [aM ¥ TOBOPUTH, KaKOW 3alax UM IIOOXOTUT
— (uanoK UM KacMHUHa.

Momnuasiias go Cux I1op ,[[}KOGI/I He BhHIIEepZKaJla. HpI/II[aB CBOEMY JIMIy TaKO€ BhIPaXKEeHNne, Kakoe
OBIBAJIO y [I>keMu, KOrga OH O YeM-TO Pa3MBIIIIAT, OHA COeJialla BUM, 6YJITO HIOXAeT PYKY OaMHhI.

— Ila, ma, — 3aJyMYUBO IPOU3HECIIa OHa. — BBl — MHIMIyIAs 3MOPOBEEM 3pejiasi KpacaBHIla, B
HaIlOMHHAETe... ax Ja, MyCKyCHYI0 po3y. A BE, — IeBOYKa ¥300pa3uiia, KakK B3sJia 3a PYKY APYTYIO
maMy, — a BBl CJIafKH, Kak (huamka. — BHe3amHo OHa cTaja Cepbe3HOM. — MEI JOJIKHEL IAaTh MY
CIICOK BCEX apOMaToOB, ¥ OH B MOMEHT PaCIIPOJacT HUX.

— BepHo, — cornacunack bepenrapus. — [lonarato, HaM Hafo 3apaHee paclpenelnTb apoMaThl
MeXMy maMaMu, YTOOB OH He omu0Ocs, KOT[a OKazKeTcs Py ABope. MyKUMHEI IIJI0X0 pa30upaioTcs B
aTux Bemax. OH MOXKET BCe IepenyTaTh U yOeOuTh MaleHbKYI0 XPYIKYIO XKeHIIUHY, OyaTo en
IIOXOMUT 3allaX JIMJINH, a POCITyI0 U IIXPOKOIIIEYYI0 TETIO-JIOMIAAb — B TOM, YTO OT Hee [OJIXKHO
IIaXHyTh YTPEHHEU POCOH.

— Hy, 3T0 3aBUCHUT OT TOT'0, KaKOi XKeHIITMHA BUOUT ce0s1, — 3aMeTuia IKCUS. — A 4YTO yMaellb THI,
IxxeMu?

— IInist MeHsT O0OJIbIIAst YE€CTh, YTO BBl TPOE HAKOHEI-TO BCIIOMHHUJIM O MOEM IIPUCYTCTBUHM, IIPEKPATUIIH
00CyXmaTh MOM [IeMCTBUS U MOM XapakTep 663 MOero y4yacTus U PEIIIi CIIPOCUTh MEHS CAaMOI0. —
OH Muo yneIOHYIICS. — ¢l He HaMepeH BHITIONHSATD TO, UTO B 3afiyMasu. {1 He coGMpaCch TPATUTh
JKU3Hb Ha TO, YTOOHI I[eJI0BAaTh JaMaM PYKU U TOBOPUTH UM, KaK OHHU... KaK OHHU MTaXHYT.
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OKCHUS CHUKIIA, HO CIIyCTSI MUHYTY BCTPENeHylach, IOTOMY YTO €l B TOJIOBY IIPUIIIa OTINYHAS Uaes.
— [Jla! [Tonarato, 4TO cienas KpacaBulla, Co3gaTesb OyXOB, JIy4llle MOOOUAET Oy 3TOM pou!

— d? — usymunach bepeHrapus, cduTaBIlias, YTO HEBECTKA IIPOCTO LIYTUT, HO TETIEPh
yCOMHUBIIAsSICS B 9TOM. — [Ipu gBope? I'omoc Okcuu 3BeHeN OT BO30yXKAEeHuUS.

— ToI cugerna 661 B 00uTOM GapxXaToOM Kpecyie, a XKEeHIIWHE 110 ouepenu noaxoaunu K tebe. Trr Opasta
OB UX 3a PYKY, 3aJaBajia Imapy BOIPOCOB U 00bsIBIIsANIA, KAKOW apoMaT UM IIOOXOOUT.

— Henw3as, uToOw Bepenrapusi... — 3aropopuil [Ixxemu. Ho [I:ko6u nepebuia ero:

— A myxuunb? He 3a0bIBail, 4TO MyXK4YMHaM TOXKe 3aX04eTCs UMeTh COOCTBEHHBIN apomart. YewM, 110-
TBOEMY, MOXKET IIaxXHyTb OT MYyKUMHEI IT0 UMeHU Pudapa? I'pybocThio u 60raTrcTBOM?

BepeHrapus Beceno 3acMesinack.
— A KaK JOJIXHBI IaXHYTh AyXU C Ha3BaHUeM «['eHpu Onusep»?

— Konckum notom! — o0bsiBuia [I:k00H, ¥ BCe pacxoxoTanuck. [laxe ryowr [IxkeMu TpoHyIa criabas
ynbIOKa, KOTopasi TOJIbKO BIOXHOBMIA NeBOYKY. OHa HaNBIKUIIACh, PacpaBuia IJIeYn U, 3aCyHYB
OonbIre IasbIbl PYK 3@ IPOMMY XKUJeTa, IIPUHSIACh BHIIATHBATh IIepef] 3puTensiMu. —
My}K‘-II/IHa! — 3asBHUIa OHa. — MHe HYZXKHO TO, 9YTO OTpazKaJlio OBI MOIO MY2KE€CTBEHHOCTBD, YTOOBI BCEM
CTaJIo SICHO: 5 HACTOAIIUNA MyKUYMHA.

Cpenas Bupi, 6yATO HeceT B pyKax ¢aKoH, IKCHS MpuOIn3niachk K 30JI0BKe.
— O xpaOptlil Tepoi, BOT AYXU. Y KOTOPBIX CaMblif UYTO HU Ha €CTh My2KCKO# 3alax.

— He HyXHBI MHe I[BeTHI! — HU3KHUM T'0JI0COM ITpou3Hecsa [kobu. — f momkeH 3aluiliaTh CBOU...
CBOH JIy4Illlie YaCTHU TeJjla, €CJIA THl AoTaAbIBa€lIbCs, YTO I UMEIO B BUAY, IE€BUYOHKA.

— O ma, cap, — oTBeTHIa JKCHUS, KOKETIUBO IIPUKPHIB I'Jla3a, — U g BUXKY, YTO 3TU YaCTH Balllero
TeJla IeCTBUTENIbHO IpeKpacHkl. Bo3bMHUTe IyXH, BBl Cpa3y MOMMeETe, YTO MbI UCII0JIb30BaJH
MHOKECTBO KOMIIOHEHTOB ITPY MX U3TOTOBJIEHUH.

— [IBeTH? — cepaouTO OCBegoMuUIach JIxo0u.
— O HeT, HU B KoeM ciydae. Hy, MOXeT TOIbKO OGHU LIBETOYEK.
— Hukakux 11BetoB! CooOpaxKaellb, leTka? fd MyxX4uHa, ¥ MHE He HYKHBI IIBeTHI! { yX0XKy.

— Cap, — BOCKIIMKHYJIa JKCHs, oOpalnasch K cnuHe [[:Ko0u, — HO Bedb 3TO LIBETHI CTHUBIIEH
KanycTbl. CBOEI Jieca OrjIacUll BECEJIBIU CMeX.

— A 4TO erme TaM eCTh? — OCTAHOBUBIIKCH U IIOBEPHYBIIKCH, C TIONO3PEHUEM CIipocuiia [IKo0u.

— 3yOIsl OT MUkl — [13XK00M He CMOTJIa yaepKaThCs OT YIBIOKY U Ha MTHOBeHUe 3a0kina 0 CBOel
ponu. [IpuBHIKIIIAs OBITE B IIEHTPe BHUMAHUS ¥ CBOEM UTPOM BECENTUTh 3PUTENIel, OHa C YOUBIIEHUEM
oOHapyXKuia, 4YTo IKCUI He YCTYIaeT e B 3TOU CIIOCOOHOCTH. — 3yOIIBl OT CTapOii p2KaBOM IUJIEL A
elle CIoMaHHBIE Me4H U I'Psi3b, coOpaHHas TaM, Toe yMUpaau MyXK4YUHb — CpakKeHHbIe B OUTBE,
€CTECTBEHHO.

— EcTecTBeHHO, — BaxXKHO COTJIaCKIIach JI2K00u.
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— A B KayeCTBe OCHOBBI MHI KCIIONIb30BaJIA KOHCKUHA HaBO3.
— OTOro HOCTAaTOYHO, GOJBIIETO U HE HYKHO.

— Ho... — Okcus ornsigenack ¢ TaKUM BUAOM, OyATO IIPOBepsijia, He IOACTYIINBAIOT JIU ee. —
CrenuabHO IJIST BaC MBI HOOABUIIH eIlle OOUH KOMIIOHEHT.

— U Kako# Ke? — Tak XKe IIeIoTOM 0CBefoMuIach IxKo0u.

— HorTeBoii gxxeM. OH IPUTOTOBJIEH U3 TOTO, YTO MBI BEIHYJIM K3-II0J HOT'TEX HA HOTaX Y OTPOMHOTO
TypKa. OH HU pa3y B KU3HU HE MBIJICS.

— 4 6epy Bamm gyxu! — o0bsiBuia [k00u, TepeKpuKuBasi BCeoOIIMi cMex. — 3a HUX 5 fal0 BaM
IIeCTh 3aMKOB U [IBECTH aKPOB 3eMJIH. [I0CTaTOYHO?

— Ham HyXHO TpuCTa aKpoB.

— Ownu Barmmu.

— Torpa ...

— Tuxo! — BOPYT BOCKIUKHY [[:KeMHU 1, BCKOYHB, OPOCUIICS K ONMMAKANIIUM 3aPOCIISIM.

3HaKOM O0aB BCEM IIOHATSH, YTOOBLI OHM 3aTAUJIMCh B BLICOKOM TpaBse, — Tom IIpuZXKall K cebe
BepeHrapI/I}o, CTPeMACH 3alllUTUTh €€ OT BO3SMO2KHOI'O BPAlr'd, — OH IIPHUCTAJIEHO BIIIAOBIBAJICA B OdJIb.

[Tporina MUHYTa, Ipexae YeM [[KeMu MOBEPHYJICS K pacIjlacTaBIIeics: Ha 3eMiie DKCHUMU.

— 9T0 TBOS Ky3WHa, — YAUBIEHHO CKa3all oH. — [1o ToMy, KaK CBepKaeT ee IjaThe, 5 y3Hal Obl
®paHyYeCKy Be3fe.

Ewe He Beps B TaKylo yoauy, DKCUs BRITJISIHYJIa U3-3a MIOBAJIEHHOTO JiepeBa u yBuaena dpaHuecky,
He CIIellla HalpaBJISIBIIYIOCS K HUM C TaKUM BUAOM, OyATO el MprHafexkan BeCh MUP.

BckouuB Ha Hord, JKcusg Opocunach K Ky3uHe, HO 3aMepia Ha nojpopore. Buemne ®panyecka
HUYYTh He U3MEHUJIaCh, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO €l IPHUIIJIOCh UCIIBITaTh, OMHAKO OHA CTajla APYTOu.
«Kak Tom», — moagymara geByIlKa.

— Hy? — ocBepomunachk ®panyecka. — Pa3Be BHl He pafbl BUIETh MeHs?

C 3TuMHM CJI0BaMHU OHa paclaxHyJa 00BbATHS U MpUKajia pUHYBUIYIOCS K HEeW JKCHI0 K rpyau. K
CBOEMY U3YMJIEHHIO, DKCUS U B caMOM fieJie Oblla pafa BUIEThH ee.

K HuM yxKe ycren nombexaTs [I2KeMHu, KOTOPOTO TaK ¥ ITOAMBIBAJIO 3achinaTh ®paHuecKy BOIIPOCaMH,
HO Ta OTKa3ajach 4To-Tu00 pacCKa3kBaTh 40 TEX IO, ITOKa He 1oecT. Ee 3asgBieHue 0 TOM, YTO OHa
crIpsiTasna moOnIu30CTH KOTOMKY C efIoM, cpa3uiio [I;KkeMHu HaroBal.

— Yro Te0s TaK yOUBUIIO, IKCUS? — 3acMesiylaCch OHA, Korma [IKeMu OTIPABUIICS K TaHUKY. — Kax,
II0-TBOEMY, MOsI ceMbs oObIBasia cebe eqy, Mpexkae YeM IoJTyunia AOCTYI K JeHbraM MelimeHxosnna?

— 91... 1 He 3HaIO.

— BOpOBCTBOM, BOT Kak. K YeTeIpeEM I'OiaM A OJOCTHUTJIa BEPIIWH B BOPOBCTBE KYD, a siiITa S TacKasa
YyTh JIW HE U3-TI01 HECYIIEK. — Cuuras Pa3roBOp OKOHYEHHBIM, CDpqueCKa IIpoIsa K OCTaJIbHEIM.
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OKcus MoCMOTpeia el BCiel, ollapalleHHas YCAbIIaHHBIM II0TOMY, YTO 3a JOJITHe TOAH Ky3uHa el
YIIU IPOXKY2KKaja 0 TOM, UTO ee POJCTBEHHUKU — [0OpeNIe U YeCTHENIIINE JTIOON Ha 3eMIie.
Hakownell oHa mpuliia B ce0s ¥ IBUHYJACh Beyen 3a ®paHuyecKoi.

Yac coycTsi, Korga OBl IPUTOTOBJIEH YKUH — IIpUYeM He KeM-HuOynb, a ®paHdyeckoit! — Bce
cobOpanuch BOKPYT KpacaBUIlkl, YTOOH y3HATD, KaK e yaanoch cOexaTs.

OKcueli BafieNid CTpaHHbIe YyBCTBA. Eif Ka3anock, 4TO BCe, KOT0 OHa Korga-mubo 3Hala,
u3MeHunuck. Ee moporoit Tox, Bcerga OpocaBinuii Ha Hee BOCTOPKEHHbIE B3TJISIIEI, TEIEPh C
m000BBI0O CMOTpPeT Ha bepenraputo. A 6eciomornrsas Opanyecka cbexana U3 KaMeHHON OalllHY U
IofizKapuya Ha KOCTpe siiilla ¥ 6eKOH C TaKOM JIerKOCThI0, KaK OyTO BCIO, JKU3Hb TOJIBKO 3TUM U
3aHMMaJach. JKCHUS XKe BCerfa CuuTala, YTo Ky3uHa He CIIoco0Ha fjaXke Ha TO, YTOOHI 3aBsI3aTh
IIHYPKH y OaIlIMaKOB, He TOBOPS YK€ 0 TOM, YTOOH IIPUTOTOBUTE cebe ey .

Ho He TONbKO 3TO youBUio JKcuio. PpaHuecka u Beja cebs mo-upyroMmy. Bugumo, oHa
IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa cebsi yBepPEeHHO, Pelllijia OeBYIIKa. B KakooM NBUKEHUU KY3UHBEI CKBO3HUIA
Hemokoje6uMasi yBEPEHHOCTh B CBOUX CHJIAX.

— Paccka3awiBait, — mompocuia ko061, pacTsSHyBUIUCh Ha TpaBe. OHA cMoTpesia Ha ®paHyecky,
He[loyMeBas, Kak [[KeMy MOT IIDOMEeHATh TaKy KpacaBully Ha JKCUI0. XOTd C JKCUEU 0YeHb BeCello
u... MoxeT, OHa He Tak yX Imoxa? — Pacckaxku, Kak Tebe ygamochk c6exaTh, — IIOBTOPHIIA OHa.

— ¢ HapucoBaJla Ha CTeHaX [IBepu, — C yIeI0Koi oTBeTUNa PpaHuecKa, BEIKUAATENIBHO TS Ha
IIPUCYTCTBYIOLIUX.

K ee youBneHuo, Ha UX JIALAX He OTPA3UIUCh HUKAKHAE SMOLUU.
Bopyr Ton Hayan cMesAThCS.
— Kak 9xcus, — 3aKm04Ynl OH.

q)paH‘-IeCKa IIOBEPHYIIAa K HEMY T'OJIOBY, 1 OHHN 00OMEHSIIUCH CTPAaHHBIMHU B3TIAO0dMH,
HACTOPOXKHUBIINMHA Ikcuio. Co3maBanoch BIeYaTIIEHHE, 6YI[TO 9TH OBO€ YTO-TO CKPEIBAIOT.

q)paH‘-IeCKa 3HAKOM IIPEeJIOKUIa TOJIy 00BSICHUTH BCEM, YTO OH HMEET B BUNOY.

— VIMeHHO TakK NOAIIyTHIa HaJl HaMu JKCHs, KOTfa el OblIo ABeHaflaTh. B3sB cebe B TOMOIIH
IEJIBIN OTPS paOOTHUKOB, OHA TPYAUIIaCh BCIO HOYb, a K yTPY Be3e OblIM MPUOTKPHITHIE IBEPU —
BHICOKME U HU3KHKE. U make HECKOJIBKO MBILIIMHBEIX HOPOK.

— A ellle HECKOJIBKO OKOH, — JoOaBuIa @pqueCKa.

— nyapKa OYeHb JII00MIIa BRIIUTD U M3-3a DKCUU €IBa He IIOMEIIalaCh, IOTOMY 9YTO B TEUEHHE
HECKOJIbBKUX JIHefI MBITAIach BOUTH B OTKDPRBITEIE IBEPH XU HATEIKAJIACh HAa CTEHY.

ToT crmyyalt HAaMOMHUIT DKCUM O TOM, KaK OHa pa3prcoBajia MapraputkaMmu cranbHio Opanyecku. Ho
el He XxoTenoch, YToOw Tox u ®paHyecka paccka3biBanu 06 3TOM, 0COOEHHO OCIIe TOTO, YTO
IIPOU30III0, Koraa [I:keMu Hafien Ha Ky3WHY IIJIalll, OTOeIAaHHBIN 37I0TI0IYYHBIMY I[BETAMHU.

— Tak Kak Xe T BbI6paJ'[aCB? — CIIPpOCHJIa OHQ, HaedCh TéM CaMBIM IIOMEIIATh TOJIY u (DpqueCKe
npenaBaTbCAa BOCIIOMHUHAHUAM O OETCKHUX IIPOKa3aX.

— 41 3apmana cebe BOIIPOC: UTO cAenana Obl DKCHUS Ha MoeM MecTe? Tak s ¥ MOCTYIHIa, — TOPHO
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00BbsIBUIIA (DpqueCKa U, IIOT/IsOeB Ha [I&KeMu, JIO6aBI/IJ'Ia: — BaM u3BeCTHO, 4YTO DKCHS 0UEHb
Coo6pa3HTeana.

Y Okcum oT U3yMyIeHUs OTBHUCHA YenocTh. OHa OBl IPOKOMMEHTHPOBAa CI0Ba Ky3UHBI, eCiu OBl He
Oblya TaK yBepeHa, 4To OIM3UTCS KOHEI] CBeTa.

— ¢ HayHy CHaYalla, — paccka3wBaia Opanyecka. — I[IepBoe BpeMs Bce IIJI0 MPEeKpPacHo. I'eHpu
ObLT OGP KO MHE, IIOTOMY YTO €JUHCTBEHHAs ero IeJIb 3aKJI04aliach B TOM, YTOOH KEeHUTHCS Ha
cectpe [Ixxemu. OH mIaHUPOBa 0OMEHSITh MeHs Ha Hee. Ho moTom mpuexas ero 6paT u 3asBHUII:
«T'enpu, y TebOs B pyKax HaciegHuila MelneHxoJia, a Thl coOupaembcss 0OMeHSITh ee Ha Ty, ¥
KOTOPO# HET [IeHeT Jaxke Ha TO, YTOOHI 3a7aTaTh COGCTBEHHYIO KpHIy?» OH y6enun ['eHpH, 94TO TOT
MOJI2KEeH caM XKeHUThCS Ha MHE ¥ YTO MEHS CJIeyeT OO CBafbObl JepKaTh B OalllHe.

®panyecka B3mOXHY/Ia 1 00BeJa rfla3aMy NMPUCYTCTBYIOMKX. OOBIYHO HU UbS-TH00 KpacoTa, HU Ybsi-
nu00 3aXBaTHIBalOIIAs UCTOPHUS, — a TeM 0ojlee UCTOPHUS, pacCKa3aHHas elo, dpaHueckou, — He
MOTJIA COTIEPHUYATh C JKMBOCTBIO U KU3HEPAJOCTHOCTHIO JKCUHU. Ho ceityac IeHTpOM BHUMAaHUS
HAKOHEII-TO CTaJla OHa caMa. [IeByIIKa C TPYCThIO HAllOMHUIIa ce0e, YTO ee 3Be3MHBIN Yac CKOPO
KOHYUTCS — KaK TOJIbKO BBISICHUTCSI, YTO OHA He SBISIETCS HacuemHuierd Meunenxomnna. HecMorps
Ha BCe OITaCHOCTH, BHIMABIIINME Ha €e [OJII0, PO/Ib HaClIeJHUIIL IOHPaBUach €1 B TOU XKe CTelleHH, B
KaKol JKCHs HeHaBH[ea ee.

— 4 npunarana Bce yCumnus, 4ToOBl pacofiokuTh K cebe ['eHpu, — IMponosixkuia oHa. — 4 cKa3ana
eMy, 4TO caMa pa3pucosana ¢ypros. O, g Tak ucmyranach, Korga o6HapyxKuia, YTo OH He TOT, KOTO
9kcu4... 9-3... — OpaHUyecKa BCTPEBOXKEHHO B3IJIIHYJIa Ha [KeMH.

— OH 3HaeT, — MPOoroBopuia JKCHUS.

— Kak 6v1 TO HE OB110, I'eHpU pelus, 4To s Iy4IIni XyJI0KHUK Ha cBeTe. ¢ Hafmesach, YTO MHE He
IPUOETCS NOKA3hIBATh 9TO. A TIOTOM OH 3amep MeHs B GarHe. To, YTO s MOIPOCHIIA TPUHECTH MHE
KPAaCKH, BBEITJISIZIENIO BIIOJTHE €CTECTBEHHO. MHe OBIJIO CTPAIIHO ¥ OYeHb OMMHOKO. KO MHE HUKOTO He
IIyCKaJH, TOIbKO Tomy pa3peluin ABaKabl HABECTUTh MeHs, YTOOHI 5 He Mmafaja gyxoM. Eciu 6 He
OH, 51 Obl... — ®paHYecKa OTBeJIa I'Ia3a ¥ IIOKpacHea.

OKcus B yXKace IIepeBOAUIA B3I C Ky3uHb Ha Toma u o6paTHO. Korga e oHa mocMoTperna Ha
BepeHrapuio, TO yBHU/ENa, YTO TyObl 30JI0BKU CXKATUCh B TOHKYIO JIMHUIO.

— ¢4 MHOrO gymarna Hafl TeM, Kak yoexkaTh, HO HUYero He IPUXOOuio B roynoBy. K Tomy ke ['eHpu cam
HOCHJI MHE efly. Bo3MoxkHO, MHe ObI yIan0Ch CKJIOHUThL Ha CBOIO CTOPOHY APYTOT0 MyXKYUHY, HO
TOJIbKO He ['eHpu. — 3amosyas, ®paHdecka yneibHynach. — [IoToM s mopmyMara: «A 4To cpenasna Obl
Okcua?» Y BcioMHMIA, KaK OHa HapucoBasa ABepu. Torga s nonpocuna ['eHpy KynuTh MHE
IUTMEHTOB, YTOOH HaMeIllaTh KPackKu. S Tak 4acTo BUeNa, KakK 9TO AejaeT DKCHS. 3a HOYb S
HapHCoBaJia Ha CTeHaX CBOeM KOMHATHI TPU ABEPHU U OJHO OKHO C ITHYKOU Ha IOAOKOHHUKe. — OHa
yCTpPeMHJIa TOPAbIH B3TJISA Ha JDKCUI0. — A U3 OKHa OBbIJT BUJEH JIyT, 3aPOCIINI MaprapuTkamu. [Ins
MeHS He COCTaBHUJIO TPyHAa n300pa3uTh ux, — mobaBuia OHa, yILIOHYBIIMCH 3apHeBIIeics Ky3uHe. —
Hacrosnyto xXe nBepb 1 3aKpacuiia 0[] KaMeHHY0 CTeHy. ¢ 3Hato: ['ocrions He Hafjenul MeHs
TallaHTOM XYOOXKHMKA, — KakK Obl U3BUHSSICh Iepeq JKcue, mporosopusna Opanyecka, — HO S
Hajesy1ach, YTO MHE YOACTCS ONypPayuTh ['eHpH, ¥ KOTOPoro ciiaboe 3peHwue.

— W BaM [eMCTBUTEINBHO yIamoch, — 3aMeTun [Ixkemu. — 91 He pelrancs 6exaTh Yepe3 IMOA3EMHBIE
TOHHEJIX M3 CTpaxa 3a Bac. A OTOM S IOACTyIIajl pa3roBOp ABYX OPYKUHHUKOB. OHU TOBOPUIH O
TOM, 4TO OpaHyecKa ucyessia, U U3 UX CJIOB S IOHSJI, YTO ee UCUYE3HOBEHNEe OKYTaHO TalHOU.
Brnarogaps cBoeMy fapy yOexaeHus MHE yaaloCh BHITSHYThH U3 APYKUHHMUKA, YTO K€ IIPOU3O0IIIO0 Ha
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camoMm pejie. 'enpu OnmuBEp OTKPHIT OABEPh B KOMHATY ®paHUYECKU U YBU[IEN, YTO €ro IJIeHHUIa
nexuT 6e3 IBUKEHUS. BCTPEBOKMBINKUCH, OH MPUONIU3UIICS K KPOBATH. [IpsiTaBIIascs B YTy
®panyecka BHICKOJIb3HYJIa B KOPUOOP U 3arepsa 3a co0oit geepb. OnuBep HECKOIbKO YaCOB METaJICs
110 KOMHATe, IBITasiCh OTKPHITh HAPUCOBaHHEIE IBEPH M OKHO. YeCTHO TOBOPSI, TIOTOM OH ITPHU3HAJICH,
YTO BIIEPBLIE BUAEJ TAKOe Yy[0 U COBCEM He paccTpousics, Korga ®panyecka ucyesna. — OH
NOAMUTHYN JKcuu. — OnuBep KISAJICS, YTO [aXkKe YyBCTBOBAJI 3allax MaprapuToK.

Ho 9kcus He ynbeIOHYIach B OTBET. Y Hee He BHI3BIBAJIO COMHEHUM TO, YTO MIPUYMHOMN IIHITKYH, KOTOPOM
nopBeprnu [Ixkemu, Obi1 mober PpaHueCcKH.

— VBepeHa, 4To, B oTIu4ue oT ['eHpH, ero OpaT He MPHUIIEeST B BOCTOPT, — 3aMeTH/Ia OHa.
— Bepno, — cornacurncs [Ixkemu, — ero 6pat OykBasiibHO B30eCHuJICs.

OH ¢ mo00BbI0 TOCMOTPEJT HA XKEHY, CTapasiCh B3TJIINOM IIepefaTh e To, 0 UeM He yCIesl OBeaTh
no cux mop. Cupds B moi3eMesbe, OH MOHSJI, YTO TaK ¥ He CKal3asl DKCUH, KaK CUJIbHO JTI0OUT ee. Bce
3TO BpEMsI OH AyMaJl TOJIbKO O Hei, 0 TOM, KaK MHOTO OHa 3HAYUT O Hero. U ceiyac oH pa3prIBajCs
Mexnay 671arogapHOCTBIO K HEel 3a TO, YTO OHA, PUCKYS XKM3HBIO, 6POCHIACh CITacaTh ero, u
JKejaHWeM yOUTh ee 3a TO, UTO OHa IofiBeprasia cebsi OmaCHOCTH.

«Cerogus, — HanmoMHuUJ oH cefe. — CeromHs s COXKMY ee B 00BSTHSX, MBI OyIeM OfHU, U 51 paCCKaxKy
el 0 CBOMX YyBCTBax».

— CreMHeno, — 06bsBUn [IxkeMu, BcTaBasi. — [lomaraio, HaM IIopa OTIPaBISATLCS TOMOM.

dpaHYecKa MTHOBEHHO BCKOUMIIA ¥ NIPHHSIACh COOMPATh BeIlld. DKCHs HaOIoaa 3a Hell B TOJTHOM
U3yMaeHuH. [10 MOXUINeHNS Ky3uHa He CUKMTalla HY2KHEIM [aXe IajiblieM MOIIeBeINTh, YTOOR!
IIOMOYb. BoJjiee Toro, oHa Bceraa Ka3ajlach 0€CIIOMOIIIHOM 1 BOOOIIe He CIIOCOOHOH Ha 4YTO-Tu0o.

— He nonumaro, — HErpoMKO IIpOu3HeCIIa JKCHS, KOTfla OHH C cDIZ)E[H‘-IGCKOI;'I OKa3aJIMChk B HEKOTOPOM
OTOaJIeHUH OT OCTAJIbHEIX.

— YTO TH He IOHMMAEIIh?

— Kak?.. — 9xcus ¢ Tpymom nombupasa HyKHbE ClI0Ba. — OpaHUeckKa, s B XKU3HU He BCTpevasa
6oree 6ECTIOMOIITHOTO YenioBeKa, yeM Thl. Kak ke Tebe ymamochk cbexkaTh? K ToMy xKe TH HaKOpPMHUIa
BCEX HAC ...

CMex Ky3UHBI 3aCTaBUII €e 3aM0I4aTh.

— 41 BoBCce He OecrIoMOIIHa.

— Ho THL... THL...

®paHYecKa IpUCTaIbHO MIOCMOTpEa B I'a3a JKCUH.

— 4 npuTtBopsinach 6eCIIOMOLIHOM, TIOTOMY YTO TakK OblI0 HYyKHO Tebe. TeOe HpaBsATCS OECIIOMOIIHbIE
JTIO[IH.

— Yro0?! — B ronoce 3Kcuu HeOOBEPHUE CMEIINBAIOCH C THEBOM.

— JKcus, TH Bcerma 00siy1ach, 4TO TeOsT HUKTO He MOII00UT IIPOCTO TaK, TAKOM, KaKas TH eCTh. [Jaxe
0 TeX, KTO UCIIBLITHIBA K TeOe UCTUHHBIE YYBCTBA, Thl AyMasa, O6ynATo oHu 100AT Te0s 3a IeHbI'M OTIIa.
4 Ovla pe6eHKOM, KOTIa IIprexajia B TOMECThe, OOHAKO yZKe yCIena MPOUTH Yepe3 CTOIBKO Y2KAaCoB,
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CKOJIBKO 1 H€ BHIIIAJET Ha JOJII0 OPYI'Oro 3a BCIO KHU3Hb. Uusa peninia, 94TO GYI[y TaKOM, KaKOM THI
XO04ellb MEeHA BUETH, JTUIIb OBl MEHS He BEPHYIIX K MOEMY OTITY.

— W THI coenana BeIBOA, OYITO MHE HYKHO, YTOOBI TH Oblzla 0€CIIOMOIIHOM, — CapKaCTUYeCKHU
3aMeTuIa JKCusdl.

— HimenHo Tak. ThHI [OMKHA YYBCTBOBATh CE0S «II0JIE3HOM», KaK ThHl 3TO Ha3hiBaelllb. Tkl Bcerma
CTPEMMIIACh MOKA3aTh JTIOMSIM, YTO CTOUIIL OOJIbIle, YeM IeHbI'M TBOET0 OTIa. Y ThI JedCTBUTEIBHO
MOoKa3bIBajia 9T0, TPYOSACH C yTpa M0 Houu. [ToxkanyicTa, MOMMU MeHs IIPAaBUJIbHO: TH TaK IIpeycIesa
B TOM, 4TOOHI OBITH TI0JIE3HOM, YTO 3aCTaBJIsIelbh BCEX BOKPYT YyBCTBOBaTh ce0s Oecrone3HbnMu. U B
KOHEYHOM MTOT€ TI0JTyYaeTCs, YTO MPOIlle CUOETh CI03Ka PYKH U IPENOCTABUTh BCe [enaTh Tebe.

BoamytieHHas no rinyOuHEBL OyIM, OKCUs He cpady obpelia map peywu.

— 3HAYMUT, 3TO I BUHOBATA B TOM, YTO TEHI TAHYJIa U3 MEHA NEeHbI'K BCe rogwl? T BBIHY2KIdJIa MEHA
IIJIaTUTh Te0e YYyThb JIXM HE 3d BO3OYX, KOTOPBIM S OBIITY.

— BepHo, — XKu3HepagoCcTHO cornacuiack PpaHyecka, — U S COXpPAHUIIA BCE [0 IIOCIIETHETO TIEHCa.
OKCHSl, TH IeUCTBUTEIBHO 06J1afaelb I0TPsCAoIIel ClI0COOHOCTRIO AeaTh JeHbIU. YBEepeHa, U3
Tebs1 BHIMIET BEJIMKOIENHas XKeHa st [Ixxemu. Ero cimenast cecTpa u 9Ta IEBUOHKA-COPBAHEL]
OyKBaJIbHO CO3[AHBI [JIST TOTO, YTOOKI THl MOTJIa Pealn30BaTh CBOE CTPEMJIEHHE OBITh ITONe3HOM. —
Oxa yneIOHYyIach. — YBepeHa, 6maromaps Tebe B CKOPOM BpeMeHU OHU OYAyT KymaThCs B AeHbrax. Thl
Ha#mens crocob mo6EIBATh HEHBI'M U3 BO3AyXa TOYHO TaK ke, KaK TBOM OTeIl.

MuHyTy 9KCUs MOI4aa, He B CUjlaX 0CO3HAaTh YCIbIIIIaHHOe.
— Bce u3MeHusi0Cch, — HaKOHeL npolenTtana oHa. — M Tel. U Top.

— ITa, — moxgTBepouna ®panuecka, OpocuB OBICTPHIM B3TJISAA Ha Toma, KOTOPEIM moMorasn bepeHrapuu
OTpsIXUBaTh 100Ky. — Tom HaMepeHHO YHUXKAJCS nepen ONMUBEepOM, U3eBasiCh Hafl COOCTBEHHBIM
TesIoM U oM. 2KyTKO OBIIIO CIIBIIIATH, YTO OH TOBOPHUT, @ CMOTPETH ObIIO elre yxkacHee. — OHa
ry00KO B3[IOXHYTIa, YTOOH YCIIOKOUThCS. — OH [iesaj 3TO pafu MeHs. f Bcerfa cuuTasa, 4To OH
HEHaBUOUT MEHS UJIM, CKOpee, 4To 51 eMy Oe3pasnuyHa. Ho oka3anock... — OHa BHOBB OTJITHYJIACch Ha
KaJeKy.

— OH gpyrou, — cKagana Jkcusi. — He Mory onpenenuTs, 4TO UMEHHO, HO YTO-TO B HEM TOYHO
n3MeHmnoch. U Tel gpyras. Yro npousomio? IToyemy Bel 06a TaK CUIBHO U3MEHUIIUCDH?

— JKcus, — TPeBOXKHO 3alenTtana ®paHyecka, CXBaTUB Ky3UHY 3@ JIOKOTh. — 71 IOTKHa KOe-4To
cka3aTb Te0e. OTO OYeHb BaxkHO. Thl JOIXKHA Y3HATH 3TO, IPEXKIE. ..

Ho oHa Tak u He 3aKOHYMJIA, IOTOMY 4YTO K HUM mop0exarna [I:kobu, KoTopyio [I:xKeMu HeCKOJIbKO
MUHYT Ha3a[ [10cjial Ha pa3BedKy, YCIbIIIaB CTYK MHOXKECTBA KOIIBIT ¥ HaflesiCh, UTO eOyT JIFOOU €T0
KY3€HOB.

— 910 caM Meiimenxonn! — BOCTOPXKEHHO 00bsIBUIIa OHa. — BOT oH umet! 3a cBoeil mouephio!

Oxkcus u PpaHuecKa 3aMepH, CJIOBHO TPOMOM IopaxKeHHBIe. [IprKaBUIMCh APYT K OPYTY, OHU
YCTPEMUTIU B3TJIAMNH TyAa, KyOa yKa3sBaia [[:ko0u.

N3-3a OEPEBLEB BHIIIEII MY2KYKWHA, KOTOPOTrO HMX OOHA M3 OEBYIIEK HUKOI'IAd HE BUOEJIa, HO KOTOPOTO
obe XOpOIIO 3HAJIH. 3a rofkl CBOEro 3aTOUYEHHUST JKCHSI IIPUCTPACTHO pacCCIIpallliBalia BCEX, KTO
IIprue32Kajl IOMeCThbe I10 IIOPYYEHU IO MelimeHx0i1a, 0 TOM, KakK BRETISOUT ee oTell. OCHOBHIBAsICh Ha
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WX OIMMCaHUAX, OHa HaPHCOBaJla HECMETHOE MHO2KECTBO €TI0 IIOPTPETOB, IIPUYEM He TOJIBKO YI'JIEM,
KapaHOalllOM MJIX dKBAaPeJIbl0, HO U MdCJIOM.

U BOT ceyyac K Hel HaIpaBiIsajICs XyAOIIaBeli My>K4MHa MaJIeHbKOI'0 POCTa, CO CBUCAIOLIUMU 0
yieY XKUOKUMU CEeObIMU BOJIOCAMM, OfETHIY B IIOTEPTYI0 TYHUKY U3 YepHOU 1IepcTu. OmHAKO HU Y
KOT'0 He BO3HMKJIO COMHEHHS, YTO 9T0 — [lepkuH MelneHxo1, 60raTediuil 4eIoBek B AHTIuu!

OH 6e30mmO0YHO OIIPeNesu, KTO U3 NEBYIIEK ero N04Yb, ¥ IPUOIU3UIICT K DKCHH.
— WrakK, modyka, YTO THI MOXKEIIb CKa3aTh B CBOE OIpaBAaHUE?

Ero B3rnsig OBIT XOIOEH, a B TOJIOCE CIIBIIIAJICS efiBa CIePKUBAaeMbIl THEB.

['maBa 29

Bups, uto u Okcus, u ®panyecka momyat, [lepkuH MelneHxosa OPOCHII «IIOIUIH, OYKa» |,
YBEPEHHBIN, YTO Ta IOCIYIIHO IOCIEeAyeT 3a HUM, IOBEPHYJICS K CBOUM APYXKUHHUKAM, KOTOPHIE YKe
yCIIeJId OKPYKUTh IMJIOTHHIM KOJIBIIOM JIarepk.

— Ilonarato, BH ommbaeTech, — C HEKOTOPHIM YOWBIEHHEM ITpou3Hec [IxKeMu u 00HST DKCHIO 3a
IIJIeYH. — JTO He Ballla [0Yb.

MefineHXoI IocMOTpen Ha [IkeMu Tak, 6yOTo TOIBKO YTO YBUMAEN ero. [[KeMu MIHOBEHHO OIIyTHIT
Ha cebe JefCTBHE ero B3T/sOa: TEMHEIE, IOX0XKKEe Ha YePHBIE CTEKIISIIKY Tla3a 9TOT0 HU3KOPOCIIOTO
MyKYUHE OYATO OypaBUIM €r0 HACKBO3b. MOJIO[I0M Y€JI0BEK CPa3y Jorafalics, moueMy MenmeHxoII
CITAaBUTCS TEM, YTO HU OOWH IAPTHEP HE MMOCMeJl 00MaHyTh €To.

— TrI yTBEpKIAEIh, YTO I HE 3HaI0 COOCTBEHHYIO HOYb?
JI>xeMH TOJBbKO CUJIbHEE CXKall IJIeYHn DKCHUH.
— JTa XeHIMHa Mos XXeHa.

MeiifeHX0I 3aKUHYJ TOJI0BY ¥ M3Majl OTBPATUTEIIbHEIM, TIOX0KUM Ha CKPeXKeT PKaBOro XkKeje3a
3BYK, KOTOPHIH CI€IOBAJIO MIOHUMATh KaK CMEX ¥ KOTOPHIHM CBUIETEIHCTBOBAI O TOM, YTO 3TOT
YyeJI0BeK BOOOIIe He IPUBLIK CMESThCS.

— W 4gT0, o-TBOEMY, THI cuenan? 2KeHusncs Ha HacnegHuile Merpgenxomnna? Tei? begunii [Ixxermc
MounTromepu? [xxeiMc be3zeMenbHbIH — BOT KaK HyKHO Te0sT Ha3bIBaTh.

PYKa IxxeMn 0ecco3HaTeIbHO IMOTAHYJIACh K M€Yy — 1 B TO K€ MI'HOBEHHE TPHUCTA OPY2KMHHUKOB —
1 IIellnX, 1 KOHHBIX — OOHOBPEMEHHO BRIXBATUIIM ME€YHX M3 HOKEH 1 HAIIPDABUJIX UX HaA MOJIOOOT O
YeJI0OBeKa.

— HO}KaHYfICTa, — B3MOJIMIACh JKCHSI, BEIBEPHYBIIKUCH U3-IIOO PDYKHU IIxxemu. — f gomxKkHa
IIOrOBOPHUTE CO CBOMM OTIIOM.

— C TBOUM?.. — OILIEJIOMJIEHHO IIepeCcIpocu [IxKeMu, TUL0 KOTOPOTO B OOHY CEKYHIY
IIEPEMEHUINOCh. — [IOHATHO, — IPOILeOuI OH. — TakK BOT B 4eM 3aK/II04YaeTCs TBOS BeNIMKas TalHa.
[To-TBOEMY, MO€ OTHOIIEHKE K Tebe U3MeHUIIOCh Obl, ecyu Ol 5T y3HaJ 0 TBOeM 6aCHOCIIOBHOM
6oratcTBe? Thl CUMTaElIb MEHS HaCTOJILKO KOPHICTHHIM? BOT KaKoro Thl MHEHUST 060 MHE?

Ho BMecTo JKcuu oTBeTUI MelneHxo:
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— A pa3Be TH He 9TOr0 X0Ten? CHavasa Thl yXaXuBail 3a 6emHoM Ky3uHOU dpaHYeCcKOoH, a TOTOM
IIePEKJIYUII CBOE BHUMaHUe Ha MO f04b. — OH IOCMOTpeNT Ha JKcuw. — Thl HUKOTJa He
cmpammuBaia cefsi, moueMy OH 3TO0 chefan? [loyeMy OH IpeKpaTuil yBUBATLCS BOKPYT TaKOU
KpacaBulbl, Kak dpaHyecKa, ¥ 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS TAKOU HeB3Pa4YHOU IIPOCTYIIKOM, KaK ThI?

JeByIIKe MOKA3asI0Ch, YTO OTEI] TPOYESI €€ MBICIM — BeIb OHA JOBOJIFHO YaCTO 3aflaBajach TEM XKe
BOIIPOCOM.

— He 3Halo, Ha 4TO BBl HAMEKaeTe... — Hayvas [I>keMu, Ho MeleHxo1 nepeOun ero.

— 4 yTBepxKmaio, MUJIOPH, — C HACMEIIKOM ITPOrOBOPHUII OH, — YTO Bbl KAKUM-TO 06pa30M BHISICHUIIH,
B KaKyI0 TPy UTPAIOT 3TH [IBe TJIyILle IeBYOHKHU, U Cpa3y Ke IePeMeTHYIINUCh K TOM, KOTopas
SIBJISIETCS MOEM HaCJIemHUIIeH.

— { He... — monwITAJICA ONpaBAaThCsd [IKeMu, HO, 3arJISHYB B I'/la3a DKCUHU, IIOHSJI, YTO OHA
[IOBepuia CBoeMy OTLy. Bo BCAKOM clly4ae, TOT IIOCESI B ee AyIle COMHEHUE.

OH ropao pacrpaBuil IJIeYd U COeslal mar Ha3af OT OeBYIIKH.
Hakonell 9kcus Halta B ce6e CUIIBI ITPOU3HECTH:
— 41 X04y MOrOBOPUTHL CO CBOMM OTI[OM HaeOuHe.

— Ia, — cepouto 6pocun [Ixxemu. — Tak KaK THl IEHCTBUTETHHO SIBJISEIILCS NOYEPhI0 BEIIMKOTO
Meiigenxonna, Tebe 00g3aTeIbHO HYKHO TOTOBOPUTH C HUM.

— Mxemu, — IIpojierneTaja OHa, Kllagd PYKY €My Ha JIOKOTE.

Ho JI>xeMu pe3Ko IIOBEPHYJICS U MOLIEJ IPOYb. DKCHUS U €€ OTell yeOUHUINCH 3a fepeBbsaMuU. [IepkuH
MeiiieHXO0II OTINYAaJICsS TaKUM MaJIeHbKUM POCTaM, YTO ero rjla3a OKa3ajKdCh Ha YPOBHE I'ja3
nodyepu. — YTOo THI X0Yelllb? — XOJIOJHO OCBEJOMUIACh AEBYILKa. BCI0 CBOIO XKM3Hb OHa MedTaJjia O
BCTpeYe C OTLOM U BCEMHU CUJIaMU CTapajach yroguTh eMy. M BOT ceiiyac OH CTOUT liepef Heu, HO B
€ro B3rysae HeT Huuero. Huyero, kpome meHer. ®paHdyecka Oblna mpaBa, KOTa 3asiBIIsijia: OTell
HUKOTa He BUMEJICS C Hel, TOTOMY YTO He HaXOAuI crocoba cuenaTh Ha [oYepy OeHbId — IO
HaCTOSIIEer0 BpeMEeHHU.

XoJIofHBIN TOH DKCHUU BBI3BaJl y MeilifleHxoJijia HeKoe 1ofo0ue yIbOKy.
— 41 crpImman, 94To ThI TOX0XKa Ha MEHS, ¥ TeIePh S caM yOeTuiIcs B 3TOM.

— He Hapo ockop6aTh MeHS, — CKa3ana JKcus. — [loroBopuM o meHbrax. O Kakux cCyMMax UAeT
peun?

— $1 3aK0YnII IOroBop ¢ bomuHrOpokoM, — He KoneOsich OTBETHI MelaeHXoml. — JTo 0oJbIas
YeCTh IOJI TeOd.

— 4 nepecrana OBITH KaYECTBEHHHIM TOBAapOM. 71 XKe He IeBCTBEHHHUIIA, I03TOMY He CTOI0 NpeXkHeH
CYMMEHI.

— 9TO0 He UMeeT 3HAUEHHS, IOTOMY YTO CHIH BonuHTrO6poKa UMIOTEHT. EC/u TH 0KaXkKeuIbcs
OepeMeHHO, S BEICTABIIIO EMY €Ille OJUH CYET 3a TO, YTO 00eCIIeYusI ero HaCJeqHUKOM. — JKCHUs
nobyegHena, MOTPSICeHHas TeM, C KaKUM XJIQHOKPOBHEM OTeIl TOBOPHUT 00 3TOM. — B uem fmerio,
nmouyka? Thl He BePHUIIb TOMY, YTO CJIbIIaia 000 MHe? Thl CYKMTara MeHsS JOOPSKOM, KOTOPHIN BO3UTCS
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c cobakaMu 1 000xKaeT MaJIeHbKUX OeTen?

OKcus OelCTBUTENbHO Haflessiach Ha TO, UTO OH OyfeT moOp ¢ Hel, CO CBOMM eIHHCTBEHHBIM
pebenkoMm. Temeps Ke OHa MOHSIA, YTO 3TOT YEeJI0BEK HUKOTIAa HUKOT0 He o0umn. Pemko e
BCTPEYAJIUCH JIIONY C TAKUM TSKEJIHIM U 6eCCTPACTHBIM B30POM.

3acTaBuB cebs C06paTBC${ C MEBEICJISIMH, OEBYIIKA BHIIPAMUIIACE. Ecnu el He n30exaTh 3TOTO
HCIIBITaHUA, CIIeJOBATEJIbHO, HY2KHO BOCIIOJIb30BAThCA BCEMHU TEMU Ka4Ye€CTBaMHU, KOTOPEIE OHA
YHacCJiegoBajla OT HETO.

— 4 obBeHuyaHa ¢ HUM. MeHOeHXO0JII TJIyX0 XMBEIKHYI.

— Bhiyla, — IIONPaBUII OH ee, — IOTOMY YTO MHE He MOTPe60BaIoCh MOYTH HUKAKUX YCUIHH, YTOOH
AHHYIUPOBATh 3TOT Opak. Y TeOs1 He ObIIO MOETo pa3pelleHus; TH BbigaBaja cebs 3a Apyryo, Koraa
BBIXO[IMJIa 3@ Hero. — Ero rimasa 6inecHynu. — Eciu Xouelns, IPOBEPh: TUCT C 3aKChi0 O BallleM
Opake TaMHCTBEHHO MCYe3 U3 I[EPKOBHOM KHUTH, a CBSILMIEHHUK CIIEIIHO OTIPaBUiCsS Bo OpaHIuIo.
Hymato, Tebe OymeT oYeHb CII0KHO 0Ka3aTh, YTO Bac KOraa-mubo BeHdaJu.

OKcum noHamobunack 1eas MUHYTa, 4YTOOH IpuiTH B cebs. Eii Bcerma ygaBanoch 3aKiodaTh TH00yi0
JKejaeMylo COeNIKY — ¥ KOT[a OHa XKHja B IIOMEeCThe, ¥ BO BpeMs nyTeliecTBusA. OHa He Ipuiarasia
0COOBIX ycunuii, 4ToOw yOemUTh MI0feN B CBOeH mpaBoTe. Ho certuac, rasas B 6e3OyIIHbIE T'Ia3a
OTIIa, OHA TIOHSJIA, YTO Iepe[ Hell PaBHBIM ITPOTUBHUK.

Okcus Habpasa B rpyab MOGOIbIIIE BO3AyXa.

— YTo TH CHeNaelnsb C HUM, eClH s He TMoefy ¢ To00u? MelIeHXO0II CHOBa 3aCMesNiCS — TeM XKe
P2KaBEIM, CKPEIKEIIYITUM CMEXOM.

— JI060Bb, fa, goyka? fA-To gymart, YTo OTIy4uiI TeOs OT 3TOro YyBCTBa. S yOpas U3 MOMeCThs BCEX,
KOT'0 THI MOTJIa JIIOOUTH, KPOME TOTO KaJIeKH U MeBUYOHKH, Y KOTOPOU ITOM KPACHBOM 000710YKOM
CKPBIBAETCS BBICYIIIEHHOE, KaK JIUCT, cepAane. — OH OKWHYJT OeBYIIKY TPe3PUTEIbHEIM B3TTISIIOM. —
[Tpu3HaThCs, TH pa3odapoBaia MeHs. Tsl BOua cebe B royioBy, OyATO BIOOUIACE, IPUYEM B IIEPBOTO
BCTPEYEHHOTO TOOOI0 KpacaB4yuKa. MHe ObIJI0 MHTEPECHO, CMOXKEIIIb JTU TH ITPOTUBOCTOSITh €T0
00asTHUIO.

— OH...

— T'oBOpM 4YTO X04ellb, TOJIBKO He Tporau ero. 4 He XKejal CIyILIaTh TO, O YeM THI IIPOCTO He UMeelllb
IIpaBa TOBOPUTE.

MeilieHX0 yCMEXHYIICS, flaBas el MOHSTh, KaK MMEHHO OH OTHOCUTCS K ee cJlaboCTHu.

— 4 crnomato ero. OH OyHeT yIOCTOeH YeCTH YBUAETh CBOU aMOaphl COXKKEHHBIMU, €r0 CKOT OyaeT
BaJIUTh TAaUHCTBEHHAas 00e3Hs. OH caM ¥ ero Oecrione3Has ceMerka CUuTaT ce0a OemHBEIMU, HO
KOT'7Ia s1 BO3bMYCh 3a [1eJ10, OHM OYOYT TOTOBH, KAK CBUHBH, XKPAaTh OTOPOCHI.

OKcHs cXKalla PyKH B KyJIaKH.
— 910 oborimeTcst Tebe 0YEeHB IOPOT0. A YTO THl CAEJIaelllb, eCIH S TOexy C TOO0M?

BrepBhie meBylIKa yBUIeIa B I'la3ax OTIla HeYTO, HaltoMuHaBIlee aMoIruu. OHa cka3asa cebe, 4To
omrubIacek. B melcTBUTENLHOCTH XKe MelneHxo I ObLT MOBOJIEH eI0.
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— fl BepHY eMy BCe, 4eM OH BJIafiell.
— OH roppabiii, OH He IPUMET MUJIOCTHIHIO OT Te0S.

— Torpga s mpefCcTaBIIo BCe TakK, KaK OYATO eMy HeOXKUAaHHO KPYIIHO IOBe3710. KTo-To yMpeT u
OCTaBHUT eMY B HAC/Ie[CTBO 3eMTt0. Korma oH HAaYHET MOJIOTh 3€PHO, TO 00HAPYXKUT, YTO MYKH U3-TIO[
JKePHOBOB BHIXOOUT OOJIbIIIe, YEM 3aChIau 3epHa. ETo oBIIE OymyT MIOOUTHECS C HEMMOBEPHOM
CKOPOCTBIO.

— TTOHSITHO, — THUXO MPOU3HECA DKCHUS U TIOCMOTpPEIa Tyaa, Iie coOpanuch ee HOBHIE
POIOCTBEHHUKH.

Cnemas cectpa [Ixxemu. Pa3se BepeHrapusi CMOXKeT BHHTH 3aMyxk 0e3 mpumaHoro? Ero mnapimas
cectpa, [Ix00u. KaxkeTcs, OHa CoXkaJleeT 0 TOM, YTO POAMIACh HeBOYKOM. [IpumeTcss MHOTO
3amJIaTUTh TOMY, KTO COTJIaCUTCS B3STh ee B KeHHl. A Toxg u OpaHyecka?

Oxkcus Bupena, uto Tox o 4yeM-To OecenyeT ¢ [I:KeMu, KOTOPHIA CTOUT K HeW CIIMHOM, UTO Ha JIHlle
®paHuecku 0TpaxkKaeTcsl yXKac, Tak KakK Ta [IOHUMaeT: celiyac pelraeTcs U ee cyanrba.

IeByIKa 3Hasa, 4To y Hee HeT BriOopa. Ecnu oHa yineT K [IkeMu, To OTel] COTPET €ro B IIOPOIIOK.
— { nmompouack ¢ HUM, — IIpoLIeNTana oHa.

— W pacckaxelb, Ha KaKyio 071aropoHYIO XXEPTBY UOEIIb? — ChsA3BUI MelmeHxonn. — Th He
IoJyMaJjia O TOM, YTO TOTHA OH BEIXBATHUT MeY M PUHETCS 3aIluIaTh Tebs? MouM JIoasaM JOCTaBUT
OTPOMHOE YIOOBOJILCTBUE IIPOTKHYTh €r0 HACKBO3b.

— BepHo, — cornacunack JKCus, CO0OpPa3uB, YTO HE MOKET OTKPHITH [I2Kemu mpaBmy. OnsaTh OHA
BHIHYK[eHa jrath eMy! OHa nopHsla rinasa Ha oTia. — OH 3Han? OH 3HaJ, 4TO 4 HacjlegHuna?

— OH BeIICHUI 3TO B ffoMe JIaknaHa TuBepuieMa. KTo-To u3 ero mrofeit paboTtas y MeHsI, KOT[ia Th
Oblia MasieHbKOM. T He Y3Halla TOT0 YejloBeKa. — MeNoeHX0/I MHOT03HAYUTEIbHO MTOMHSTT
O6poBb. — Pa3Be He TaM MOHTroMepu Haydan yXaxkuBaTh 3a TOOOM?

— Kaxertcsi, Tebe U3BECTHO OUEHb MHOTO, — IIPOLIefInJia CKBO3b IIJIOTHO CXKaThle 3yObl IKCUS.

E#t Tpe6oBanock BpeMsi, YTOOHI ITPOAHATU3UPOBATD YCIIBIIIaHHOE M COTIOCTAaBUTEL (HAKTHI.
HeiicTBUTeNbHO U [KeMU y3HasI, KTo oHa? HeyxXesnu OH yhensi el BHUMaHUe JIUIIb U3-3a 3TOT0?

— HWHbpopManus moMoraeT geiaTh JeHbI'U. Thl 3HAEIhb, YTO BCE 3aTES/IH 3TH [Ba NEeMOHA, KOTOPHIX
THI 30BeIlb 30710BKaMu? OHM coGpasu BCeX XKUTeNlel OKPECTHRIX IepPeBeHb U YOeIuIu uX BHECTH
TIOCHUJIBHBIN BKJIAJ B TO, YTOOHI CINIUTH TBOEMY JTFOO0BHUKY POCKOLIHBIE OfI€K/IbI, HAObI TOT BEPHYJICS C
30710TOM Metinenxona. — JorafiaBIIuCh 0 ee B3TJIAOY, YTO e 9TO U3BECTHO, OH IIPULIYPHUIICST. —
VimenHo oHM 3ammaTtunu OauBepy 3a TO, YTOOBI OH IOXUTHIT TeOs.

— MeHs? — nepecnpocuia IKCHUsS U yCMeXHyach. — THI TIOJTy4Yus HEBEpHbIe cBefieHus. OnuBepy
HyKHa OBbIJIa HaCJIegHHUIIA.

— Her, on momxeH OblT yBe3TH TeOs OHasbIlle OT UX OpaTija U OCTAaBUThH €TI0 HaeJuHe C
®panueckoii. OH nucan o Tebe B CBOUX MUCbMaX IOMOM, ¥ OHU PEIIUIIU, OYATO Thl MBITAEIIHCS
o0MaHOM COOJIa3HUTD €T'0 U TEM CaMBIM OTBJIEYb OT HACJIeTHUIEL. — UyBCTBYS, YTO HOYb BCE ellle He
BEPUT eMY, OH cripocuyi: — OHU BCTpeTUIX TeOsl He 0YeHb-TO PayLIHO, He TaK JIu?
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[TpoMosuaB, 9Kcusi mOCMOTpesa Ha [[2KeMu, KOTOPBIY CTOSJI, OIEePIINCh OOQHOKW HOTOU Ha ITOBaJIeHHOE
nepeBo. [laxke He BUAS €r0 PYK, OHa 3Haja, 4YTO OH BEePTHUT B IajibllaX KMHXKal — OH BCerfa Tak
fenaj, Koraa Haj 4eM-TO pa3MBIIUIs. [JeByIlKa JoycKaa, YTO OH BCe 3HaJ U Jirajl ei, HO He
BHHHUIIA ero 3a 3To. OH M0OUT CBOIO CEMbI0, KOTOpas KpallHe HYXKIaeTCs B HeM. [[BUXKUMBIM OJITOM,
OH npepanoxun OpaHdecke BHIUTU 3a HEr0 3aMyK, HO KOTfla eMy CKa3aJjid, YTO HaCTOAIIen
HacCJIeTHUIeH SIBIISETCS OHA, JDKCHUS...

PacnpaBuB ne4u u ropAo BCKUHYB I'OJIOBY, DKCUS HallpaBuiach K [[xkemu. OHa gorapgbiBagach, 4To
B3TJIAABL BCEX YCTpeMJIeHE Ha Hee. Heyxenu cecTprl [[xKeMu 0eliCTBUTENIbHO HaHanu OnuBepa,
yTOOBI IOXUTUTE ee? Heyxkemu, OHM HACTONbKO HaWBHEI, YTO CYUTAIOT IIOXUIIEHNE HEBUHHON
anocThio? ®paHvyecKy MOTJIM PaHUTh, faxke YOUTh. A ciuHy [[)KeMU UCII0JI0COBaIN KHYTOM.

«Bce paiu OeHer, — OyMajla OeBYIIKd. — 4 panu ropaooCTtu».

Y atux 6emHEIX MOHTIOMEPHU €CTh O0OTaThle POACTBEHHUKU. HO OHU OTKA3aIuCh OT UX IIOMOIIIH,
PelIuB, YTO TEM CAMBIM YHUXKAIOT CBOE JOCTOMHCTBO, U MIPENIIOYIN ITIOABEPTHYTh OMTAaCHOCTH XKHU3Hb
JKEHIIMHBL Pagy TOTO, YTOOB! 3aI0TyYUTh 30JI0T0 MelieHxoa.

W [I:xeMu cormacuincs IeHCTBOBATh B COOTBETCTBUM C UX IIJTAHOM.

II:xeMu He IIOBOPAYHMBAJICA, XOTA IKcus 3Haja, YTO OH CJIBIIIMT €€ Iaru. Torga oHa BeTasla nepen
HHM, HO OH IIPOOOJIZKAJI CMOTPETE BHHUI.

— Hy KakK, BI0OBOJIb IOCMESNINCH Halo MHOM? — OCBeOMUJICS OH. — benHbiii HauBHLIN [[2KeMu. Brl ¢
®panyeckou, MoIKHO ObITh, XOXOTANK OO yIany Bce 3To BpeMs. C TOro gHs, KOT/a s IIPUHSII ee 3a
HACJIeMHUITY ¥ 3asIBUJI, YTO HE MOTY B3sTh Te0st ¢ coOoi. Teneps s Bce mMoHsI. JIoBu MoMeHT! U B
caMoM fiefie Heyb3sl OBIJIO YIIyCKaTh MOMEHT, €CITA Y4eCThb, 4TO Tebe, Takoi 60raToM, IPeACTOUT
BHIMTHU 3aMyXK 3a He MeHee COCTOSITEJIbHOI0 XKeHuxa. — HakoHel[ OH IOJHSAJ Ha Hee ria3a. Ero
B3rJ1s7 OBUT TAaKUM JKe JIEASHBIM, KaK y 0Tlla OKCcuu. — ToJ yTBep&KOaeT, 4YTO TOT, 3a KOT'O THI
BBIXOMUIIb, UMIIOTEHT. 3HAYUT, THl fejlajia BCe BO3MOXKHOE Pagu TOT0, YTOOR UMeTh pebeHKa,
KOTOPOT'0 OH He crocobeH Tebe nath. BepHO?

HecMOoTps Ha TO YTO KaxXyoe CI0BO O0JIbHO PAHUIIO0 JKCUIO, el 6€3yMHO XOTEJIOCh IPUKATHCS K
I>xeMu, 0OBUTH €ro IIel0 PyKaMy ¥ CKa3aTh, YTO OHA JIIOOUT ero U MMOHMMAET, 3a4YeM OH TaK
IIOCTYIIUII. BApyT oH nmoBepuT eit u mpocTut ee? Ho oHa cpaldy HamoMHuIa cebe, 4TO TOTHa OH
00s13aTeIbHO C Me4YOM B pyKe OPOCUTCS Ha OPYXUHHUKOB OTIla, ¥ B €e CO3HAHWU BO3HUK 00pa3
MYy2Ka, UCTEKAIOIIEro0 KPOBLIO II0CIE MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIX PaH U IIEMYYIIEero co ciaboi yneokom: «Mx
OBLIIO BCETO TPU COTHU».

— Ila, — BeImaBUJIA OHA U3 cebsi, — BepHO. 4 Ke roBopuia Tebe, 4TO HAIl OpPaK MPOCYIIECTBYET
Hemonro. OTel YHUYTOXKUII BCe MOKYMEHTHI. 1 ye3xkKar C HUM.

IKCuHU II0Ka3a0Ch, YTO BITJISAM [IKeMH CMATYHIICS, YTO OH cerdac IIOIIPOCHUT €€ OCTAaThCs, HO 3TO
OJIXJIOCh BCET'O JIMIIb MTHOBEHHE: €TI0 JIMIO CHOBA IIPEBPATUIIOCE B HEIIPOHUIIAEMYIO MACKY.

— Haperoch, TH Ieaels 9TO He U3 HUKOMY He HyXKHOTr0 0J1aropofiCcTBa.
OKCHS 3Haja: JOCTaTOYHO OMHOTO ee CJI0Ba ¥ OH OyIeT cpaxaThCs 3a Hee. [1o KOHIIA.

— O [Ixemu, — 3aKHHYB I'0OJIOBY ¥ PaCCMESBIINCH, C HAUTPaHHOU 0€33a00THOCTHIO CKa3ajla OHa, —
THI TaKOM 3a0aBHBIN. HeyxkKenu Thl [eHCTBUTEIBHO MT0JIaraelllb, YTO 5 OTKAXKyCh OT HaCJIeCTBa
Metigenxoiia pagu Opaka ¢ o6egHeBmuM rpadom? ITocmoTpu Ha ceOst! Pagu yero MHe 9TO genaTh?
Papmu TBOEro 9KCIEHTPUYHOTO CeMEeNCTBa, KOTOpoe OyaeT BUCETh Y MeHs Ha Illee TSKeJIbIM I'Py30M?

HcneiTaHHE CTPACTHIO 197 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

Pagu TBoei#t cymacIeniei MaTepHu, CIEMO0M CECTPH U MMOAPOCTKA, KOTOPHIM HE MOXKET PEIluTh, KTO
OH — MaJb4YUK UK feBoyka? Pa3Be KaKoW-HUOYOb KEHIIMHE 3aX0UETCs UMETh TaKylo0 XKU3Hb? Bce,
4ero 5 Xejajaa, — 9TO UHTEPECHO IPOBECTH BpPeMs, ITI0Ka 3a MHOU He IIPUefeT OTell.

— Ila, — X0I0OHO IIpou3HecC Ixxemu, — TEeIIEPh A 3TO BUXY. ThI, IOTKHO 6I:>ITI:, B AyIie X0X0TaJld Ha[
T€M, 4YTO A I'OBOPHUII Te6e, KOrga MBI OCTaBaJIUCh HaeJUHE.

— O, s 6ymy cMakKoBaTh BCe 3TO [OJITHE TOObl. A ceiiyac U3BUHY MeHs, MHe Hamo ungtu. Otely KOeT
MeHs1. — [TomoOpaB 100KM, DKCHS mpolia mpoub. — [Toexanu, Tom, — Opocuiia OHa Yepes IIedo.

Ho Togm, cxxumaBuiu pyky bepeHrapuu, OTBeTUI:
— 4 He moepny.
OKCud MOHAA: OHA TepSeT BCeX.

OCTaHOBUBIINCE, [eBYIIKa BOIPOCUTENIBHO [TI0CMOTPenna Ha @pandecKy. Ta cpady Xke B3sya Ky3UHY
3a PYKy, U OHU, He OIJIA[bIBAsICh, HAIPaBUIUCE K Ilepkuny MenneHXo1y, KOTOPEIM KAl UX C
OCe[JIaHHBIMY JIOIIaIbMHU.

I'maBa 30

3aBTpa HOJIXKHA COCTOSIThCS cBambba JKcuu. OHa IOHMMAlA, YTO 9TOT JIeHb CTAHET CaMBIM
HECYACTHHIM B e XKU3HU, — HeT, KaXKIbIH pa3 MMOMpaBIIsijia OHa ce0s, CaMblii HeCYACTHHIN IeHb OB
TPHU Mecsilla Ha3ajl, Korga OHa B MOCTIEOHUN pa3 BUAenach ¢ [Ixkemu! — ¥ He IBITalaCh MPUTBOPSATHCS,
OynTo c HamieXX oW CMOTPHUT B OynOylmee.

C Toro Y2XKaCHOI'0 OHA OHa HECKOJIBKO Pa3 IIOPBIBaJIaChk HAllMCAaTh eMY 1 06'B${CHI/ITI:, YTO OBUTAJIO €10,
OOHAKO CTPaX OCTaHaBJIMBAJI €€.

«A BOPYT OH IIOBEPUT MHE?» — OISATh U OMATH 3aiaBajiaCh OHa OOHUM U TEM Ke BOIIPOCOM. A BOpPYT
OH IIOMMeT, YTO OHa JTI00UT ero, ¥ MOBEPHUT, 4To ux ¢ dpaHueckon 3aTes Obljla HEBUHHOM ITAJIOCTHIO?

[IpuKaB PYKy K KUBOTY, IKCHS IIOCIIEIIHO OIIyCTUIAaCh Ha KOJIEHU U CKJIOHUJIaCh HaJ HOUHBIM
ropmkoM. HaBepHOe, 3TO yKe THICIUHBIN IIPUCTYII PBOTHL 38 CETOAHSAIIHUYN NEHb!

OueBHIHO, OHA [OTragbIBaIach, YTo OepeMeHHa, Koraa mporranacs ¢ [Ixxemu. OueBUOHO, OHA
TIOJICO3HATEILHO PelInyia 3alllUTUTh CBOEr0 HePOXKAeHHOT0 pebeHKa U MyxXKa.

BepHEIl CBOEMY CJIOBY, OTel] OTJIOXKUT ee GpakocoyeTanue ¢ ['peropu BonuHT6POKOM [I0 TEX TI0P,
IIOKa He BHISICHUTCS, HOCHUT JIM €T0 I04Yb B CBOEM upeBe pebeHka. Korma ke 9To cTajo H3BECTHO, OH
TIOJHSIJI IIeHY HEBECTHI.

«[IpomaeT cO6CTBEHHOTO BHYKa», — MPOoGOpMOTaia DKCHsI, CTaBIas PAaBHOAYIIHOM KO BCEMY, YTO
IIPOMCXOIHUIIO C Hel, II0CJIe TOTO KaK paccTasack ¢ [IXKeMu.

2KeHIMHEL, KOTOPBIX HAHSI 71 Hee oTell, y0exkmanu ee, 4TO OHa OymeT XKUTh Kak KopojeBa. M aTo
Onlna abcomioTHas npaBga. Ei 60ombille HUKOTIA He IPUAETCS 9KOHOMUTE ¥ Ype3hiBaTh ceOsi B 4eM-TO;
oHa Oosbilie He OyOeT Iefibie MHY ITPOBOAUTH B capae, IMbITasiCh U3TOTOBUTL Ayxu. OTHEIHE ee OyOyT
OKPYXKaTh CITyTH, TOTOBEIE UCIIOIHUTE II000€e kenaHue. Ee 6ymyT ogeBaTh, pa3neBaTh, pe3atTh s
Hee MsICO.

«A oHM OymyT 3a MEHS XKeBaTh?» — OfHAXK/HI IONHTEPECOBAJIaCh OHA.
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Ho HUKTO He mOHSI ee HaMeKa. Co3aBajoch BIIeUaTIeHUE, GYJITO BCe JIIOOU 3eMIIx CTPpEeMATCA K
eIMHCTBEHHOM IIeJIM — HUYETOo He AdenaTh. Ka3amoch HEBEPOSATHBIM, YTO Yy TaKOH 601"af-IKI/I, KdK OHa,
MOZKET BOSHUKHYTE KeJlaHKe CTOATH 3a IIPUJIaBKOM (bprOHa " TOProBaTh TKaHAMH — BOCIIOMHUHAHUA
0 TOM CIIy4ae OBLITH CaMbIMHU IIPUATHBEIMHU B €€ 2KHN3HHU.

Ho 3kcus ctapanach HA 0 YeM He BCIIOMUHATh, HU 0 YeM He AyMaTh ¥ HUYEero He YyBCTBOBaTh. Ee
yXKe Tpefynpenuny, 4To pebeHka 3a6epyT y Hee cpa3y II0cjie POJOB ¥ OTHAAYT Ha BOCIUTAHUE
IPYTHUM.

«JIOHIOH BpeeH ISl 3MOPOBhST MAJIkIIIa», — CKa3allu ex.

«Torma mouemy s HOJKHA XUTh B JIOHIOHE?» — OCBEIOMMIIACh OHA, HO HUKTO He yCJIBIIIaN capKa3Ma
B ee roJIoCe U He IIOHSJI ee THEBa.

A THeB nIOCTeIeHHO poc B Heu. [louemy [Ixxemu He Bepusl B Hee? [loueMy OH AyMall O HEY TOJIBKO
noxoe? U meliCTBUTENBHO JIX OH 3HaJ, KTO OHa? [IpaBpma ju TO, YTO OH yXaKHMBall 3a Hell TOJIIbKO
pagu neHer? Otern 3asBui, Oynro [IKemu oTKa3ancs Obl OT Hee, ecii OBl 3HaJI, YTO HE MOJIyYUT
30J10TO MelileHXo0a.

— Hopa JIOZKUTBCA B IIOCTEJIb, — IIPOIIEIITa/la MUJIOBUIHAA 2KEHIITWHA, HpI/IGJ'II/I3I/IBU_II/ICb K OKCHH.

Bce XKeHIMHBI, HAHATBEIE OTIIOM, OT/IMYaJIUCh HpI/IBHeKaTeJ'IBHOfI BHEITHOCTHI0. He Takue KpaCHuBEIE,
KaK @pqueCKa, OHH OBLIH ropa3fgo CUMIIaTUYHEE JKCHUH.

B3I.];OXHy'B U IIOJHAB PYKHU, OEBYIIKA ITO3BOJIAJIA CHATE C cebst TSIZKeJoe aTIacHoe I1J1aThe, KOTOPO€E TaK
3aTPYAHSAIO OIBUKEHU . Ha cTeHe Buceno ee moABEeHEYHOE MJIaThe — 307I0TOE, C 30JI0THIM KPyZXKEeBOM.
Ona He IIpeacCTaBidild, KaK CMOXKET XOOUTh, KOT'ld Ha IIJIe4YHn 6YI[GT OaBUTHh TaKas TAXKECTD.

3aBTpa OHa BCTPETUTCS C YEJIOBEKOM, KEHOU KOTOPOr'o ey IIPECTOUT CTaTh. 3a OCIIefHNe TPU
Mecsla HU OH CaM, HU er0 OTell He IIPOSBUIIA HU MaJIeUIIero XejaHus B3rIgHyTh Ha HEBECTY — BeOb
UM HYKHHI OBUIM JeHbI'M MeleHxoilyia, a He OHa caMa.

CJ'Iy}KaHKI/I OTKHHYJIU Ofedlla, U 9Kcus 3&6paJ’IaCB B CBOIO IOCTelb. «Ilociequsas HOUb, KOraa g
ImpenocTaBJIeHa CaMa cebe», — IIoayMajia OHa, ¥ Ha I''la3a HaBEPHYJINCEH CIIE3HI.

Ho s 9Ty HOYb OHaA HeE IIJIaKajlad. B 9Ty HOYb, KOT'TIa OHA HaX0OUJIaCb OOHA B KOMHATE IIPH
IIOTYHIEHHBIX CB€YaX, €€ I';la3a OCTaBaJINCh CYXUMHU U T'OPAYUMHU. U B ee co3HaHUU 3By4alio
€IMHCTBEHHOE CIO0BO: «JI2KeMu».

«JIxkemHu, THe TH? [I3KeMu, Thl XOTh UHOTA TyMaels 000 MHe? Tkl TOCKYeIIb 110 MHE TakK e, KakK
TOCKYI0 110 Tebe? [I;KeMu, THl XOTh YYTOUKY JTI0OUIT MEHS?»

Brina rioy0okast HOUb, KOT{la DKCHS 3aCHYJa, HO ¥ BO CHe OHa 0eCIIOKOWHO MeTasach 110 IIOCTEeNH, el
CTIBIIIIAIUCh CTpaHHBIe 3ByKU. OHa IIPOCHIagach ¥ CHOBa 3a0kIBasach B TSKEJIOM KollIMape, B
KOTOPOM KaKHe-TO IIOAY MIPEeCIeqoBaiu ee.

OpHako KomMap He KOHYMJIICS C IPoOyXKMeHrneM, a IEPEMECTHUIICS B PeabHOCTh, IIOTOMY YTO KTO-TO
HaBaJIWICS Ha [OEeBYIIKY U 3aXall el POT PYKOu.

OT cTpaxa 1 HEOXKUOAHHOCTH JKCHUS He cpa3y pa3obpaia, 4To 9T0 [IKeMu. Ho BMeCTO yCIIOKOEHUS
OHa HCIThITajIa ellle OONBIINY CTPaX — CTPax 3a ero XKu3Hb. EC/M 0Tell 3aCTaHeT ero 3[eck, TO yObeT
He 3alyMbIBasiCh.
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— Mosmnuu, — npomenTan [IxKemu. 9Kcus yBUIesia KPOBb Ha €ro julle U Ha nybrnete. Yepes 4To OH
BBIHYK[IeH OBLI IPOMTH, 4TOOR! HOOpPaThCS N0 Hee?

— 4 65171 Bo ®paHIMK ¥ HaIlle] BUKapHsi, 00BEeHYABIIET0 HAaC, — IMPOJOJIXKHUII OH. — A ellle s Hallles
CBUIETeNed U IIePKOBHYI0 KHUTY. bemu Xxo4elrs, 1 MOT'Y OKa3aTh, YTO MHI IeHCTBUTEIHHO
KeHaThl. — OH nmokonmebacs. — Ho TOBKO ecyiu THI ¥ B CAMOM [iejie 9TOT0 X04ellb, Eciiu Xxe Th
JKeJlaellb BHIUTH 3a BomuHrOpoKa...

EMy mpHIIIOCh 3aMOT4aTh, MOTOMY YTO DKCHS, KOTOPOM HAKOHEI-TO yIaloCh BHICBOOOIUTL PYKHU H3-
1of] ofiesiyia, 0OHsIMIa ero U MPUHUKJIIA K eTo Ty0aM IoIlenyeM.

— ¥V Hac HeT Ha 3TO BpeMeHU, — C TPYHAOM BHITOBOPUI [[;KeMH, He IIpPeANpPUHUMAs OHAKO MOIBITOK
OTCTPAHUTHCS OT KEHHI.

— 4 He Mory yiTH ¢ TO6OM, — Ccpa3y OTIYCTUB €ro, CKaldaja JKcusi. — MoH OTell...

— A v my1aMs — BOT 4TO HY2KHO TBOEMY OTLy! — B IpOCTU BCKpUYas [I;xeMu, U IKCHUs, ITOCIIEIIHO
3aKpHBIB JIAIOHBIO €T0 POT, BCTPEBOXKEHHO IIOCMOTpPENa Ha OBEPG.

IxxeMu XKe TeM BpeMeHeM IPUHSJICS C XKapoM IeJI0BaTh ee PYKY.

— OrTer] TUIIUT MEHS HACJIE[CTBa, — IIPOIIeNTaja AeBylIka. — OH HUYero MHe He JacT, a C TO0OH
crernaeT 4To-HUOYb y2KacHOe. Thl He 3HaEIIb €To.

— 4 3Ha10, YTO OH IPOCTO 6oray — OH HE KOPOJIb, PACIOPSIKAIOIINICS KU3HbIO U CMEPTHIO CBOUX
MIOJAaHHBIX. JKCHUSI, MHE HyKHa THI, @ He TBOU JE€HBTHU.

OKcus U3YMJIEHHO YCTaBUIach Ha HETO.
— A KaK e TBOSI CEMbs?
— MsI mepeexan# K Ky3eHaMm MOHTIOMEpH.

— O [Ixemu, HO TH K€ Bo3pazKaJsl IPOTUB 3TOT0. YBepeHa, Tebe He TOHPABUTCS KHUTh Y KOTO-HUOYOb
u3 Muioctd. OH HEXKHO TIOLEJIOBAI ee.

— 41 cornmaceH Ha Bce, nuIb ObI OBITH C TOOOM. f1 M0G0 TEOST 6OIIbIINE, YeM CBOIO TOPHAOCTb.
OKcud MOHAIA, YTO POMaHTHYHOCTh OfiepKasa BepXx B [xeMu.

— Ho TtBOU cecTprl HeHaBUAAT MeHs. OHH...

['yOnl [IxKeMu IoMeIlanu el MpOfOJIXKUTb.

— Ecnu oHY Ha KOT0-TO U CEPHAATCS, TaK TOJIbKO Ha MEHS.

Bce oueHb cKydaloT 1o Tebe.

B rnazax OEBYIIKH, BCIIOMHHUBIIIEH, KaK ,]:[}K06I/I u BepeHrapI/Iﬂ OpPraHU30BEIBAJIN €€ IIOXUIIEeHne,
IMOABHUIIOCH CKEIITUYECKOE BEIDAXKEHHE.

— MHOTro€e IIpPOU30III0 3a 3TU MEeCSIbl, — J0rafaBIIKCh, O YeM OHa [yMaeT, C YIEOKO! Ipou3Hec
Ixemu. — Ton u Bepenrapus momo0uIM APYT APYyra U XOTST MOXKEHUTHCSA. Thl Obllla TpaBa Hac4yeT
Hero. bepeHrapus Toxe yTBepxKOaeT, 4TO B XKU3HU He BCTpedasa 0oyee KpacuBoro yenoseka. OHa
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YZXKe IIbITa/laCh U3TOTOBUTE OYyXH, HO TOBOPHUT, 4TO en HY2KHad TBOSA ITOMOIIb.

I>KeMu TOHSIJI, YTO JKCHUS PAa3MHIIIISET Hafl CKa3aHHBIM. Ero oueHb 006pafioBasio, KOTa IIpu CJI0Be
«HY2KHa» B ee I'Jla3aX BCIILIXHYJI OTOHEK.

— JIk00u IPUBOJIUT B IPOCTH MO€ IIPUCYTCTBUE B JOME.

— Ix00u XyKe, 4eM BCeM — 3a MCK/TI0YeHNEeM, eCTeCTBeHHO, MeHs. Kak oHa 3asBIIseT, TBOS TI000Bb
KO MHe OblJTa HAaCTOJIBKO BeJIMKa, YTO Thl TOTOBA Obl/Ia OTHATh MHE BCe HacCIeACcTBO MeleHxoa.
OHa yTBepKOaeT, YTO HUKOTHa He CMOXKET TaK CUJIbHO IOTI00UTE MyXKUKUHY. A TEI? TH U B CAMOM
mese Jo0UIIb MeHs TaK CHJIBHO?

OKcus TTy00KO B3MOXHYTIA.

— T'opa3pno cunbHee. 4 m100m10 Tebs... — IlokadyaB roj0BoH, OHa IONLITaNach OTOABAHYThCSA. — Her,
HU4Yero He nony4dutcs. Oten yHUYTOXUT Tebs. OH...

— IIa, 3Haw. Ho maxe y TBOero oTIja He XBaTUT CHJI, YTOOHI ITPOTHBOCTOSITh BCEMY KJIaHY
MounTromepu. Ecnu npumgetcs, Mbl 6ymem xkuth B [lloTmanguu. Mosi ceMbs BlafieeT TaM TaKUMHU
YKPOMHBIMU MeCTeYKaMu, KOTOphIe He Halres 661 caM ['ocriofgb. Bce 3aBUCUT JUIB OT TBOETO
JKemnaHus, Most moOumast. [ToimeM co MHOM — 1 Bce OymeT XOpollo.

OKCHS 1aCKOBO IIOTIafiuIa ero 1o IekKe.
— 4 nowny ¢ ToOo¥ Ha Kpall cBeTa.
— Jaxe ecnu y MeHs He OygeT HU [TeHCa? — eJie CJIBIIIHO CIIpocun [IKeMu.

— Trl yKe gan MHe BCce, 0 4YeM s MeuTajla, — OTBETHJIa [IeByIIKa, UMes B BUy pebeHKa, KOTOPOTro
HocuJa B cBoeM upeBe. Ho ceiiuac oHa He OyneT paccka3eiBaTh eMy 00 9ToM. Emie He BpeMms. — Kak
MBI BEIOepeMcs oTciofa? [IpyKUHHUKY OTIIA. ..

— Wnu cioma, — nepebun ee [xxeMu.

OH 3acTaBua JKCHUIO BEHIOPATHCS M3 IIOCTENIM U IOTAIIXIT 3a COO0M. BuIs, YTO OHa UIET CIIOTHIKASCH,
OH TIO[IXBATHJI €€ Ha PYKH U MOMAOLIEI K OKHY.

C BBICOTHI YeTBEePTOro 3Taxa JEeBYIIKE BOAPYT OTKPBIJIOCH BII€UYATIIAIOINEE 3PEJINIE: BOCXOOAIIee
COJIHIIe OCBeIlalio OBOP, KOTOpBIfI 3allOJIOHHUIIM MHOTHE€ COTHH KOHHBIX BOMHOB.

— Krt0 oHE? — mienoTom IMOMHTEPEeCOBaJlaCh OHaA.

— MonTtromepu u3 Aurnuu, [llotnanauu, Mpnanauu u Opanmnuu. Mx 6110 661 O0sblile, ecyiu Okl MOU
aMepHUKaHCKUEe POACTBEHHUKHU YCIEJU NePEIIbITh OKeaH.

— JI>KeMu, — BHIJOXHYJIa DKCHUSI, — THI CAEJIAs 3TO Pagu MeHS?

— 9T0 u eme MHOTOE. d M06I0 Te6s1, IKcud. A mobiio TeOs Bceit myioi. A m06i0 Tebs Gorblile
30510Ta, 6osbIIe cebst caMoro. — 3aMoJIyaB, OH IIPUKOCHYIICS Ir'y0aMu K ee Ieke. — TH uielsb co
MHOH... XXeHa?

— Jla, — oTBeTUa OHA. — f crenyio 3a TOOOM, MyK MOM, Kyma OBl THl HU IIIE].

OITUJIIOT
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— YTt0 9T0? — COHHO mporoBopuia Jkcusi. OHa OvlNa Ha MOCTIeIHEM Mecsiile 6epeMEHHOCTH U
MeuTaJa JIMIIb 0 TOM, YTOOBI Iocath. [Tocie xkapkoro crmopa ¢ [IKeMu OHa HacTosiIa Ha TOM, YTOOH
OHHU IIOCENUINCH B TOpHOM III0TIaHmuHu, Ioganblile OT TeX, KTO MOT OTHICKaTh uX. CHavana [xkeMu
IIPOTECTOBAJI, HO, Y3HaB, UTO XKeHa XKfeT pebeHKa, COTJIaCUICs, IIOTOMY YTO XOTeJsl, YTOOH OHa
YyBCTBOBasa cebs 3auuiieHHoM. M rmaBHEIM 06pa3oM, 3alUIeHHON 0T COOCTBEHHOTO OTIIa.
Hukaxkue yBellleBaHus [[xKeMu He MOTJIM YMaIuTh ee yxkac nepeq MergenxomioMm. Co3gaBanoch
BIleYaTieHue, OYATO TOT ONIUIIETBOPSET [JIS Hee Bce 3710 Ha 3eMiie. OHa cumTasa, 4YTo OTel obiafgaeT
0e3rpaHUYHOM BIACThI0O U HUKTO HE CIIOCOOEH ITPOTUBOCTOSITh EMY.

— IIucema, — oTBeTH [I;KeMu, BEIHMMAs KOXKaAHBIM KOIIIEIb, IMOTEPThIE KPasi KOTOPOTro
CBUOETEJIECTBOBAJIM O TOM, YTO €ro XO034KWHY IIPHUIINIOCE ITPEO0J0JIETh OONTHui IIyTh 4epe3 MOpPe U I'OPEI.

Haxopmsichk B ;OOPOBOJIbHOM U3THAHUM, OHU ITOYTH HE II0JTy4Yalid BeCTel U3 BHEIIHEer0 MUpa, U 3TO
papmoBano Jxcuto. OHa 60sIach yCIBIIATh, YTO OTEl] JOKOIAJCS 00 IeHTpa 3eMIn, YToObl HallTH ee,
470 [I2KE€MHU TPO3UT PACIPABUTHCS C JIIOABMHE OTIIA, €CJIU T€ OCMEJISTCS MPUOIU3UTHCA K uX goMy. Ho
Oonbille Bcero oHa 00si71ach TOTO, UTO OTel] 00BSBUT OTPOMHYIO Harpany 3a T'ojIoBy [[KeMu.

— JKcus, — B COTHIM pa3 TepIIeJINBO YIroBapuBall ee MyXK, — pPeOeHKY BPEe[IUT TO, YTO ThI KUBEIIIb B
IIOCTOSTHHOM CTpaxe. JKCHS C YCUIIUEM CeJla.

— Pa3 9Tu nuckMa HallIM Hac, TO ¥ OH HakpeT. [[:KeMHU IIpeKpacHo MOHSI, KOTO OHa IT0JIpa3yMeBaeT
IOl «OH», ¥, YTOMJIEHHO B3[I0XHYB, CEJl Ha Kpai KpOBaTH.

— HWx mepecnanyu MoeMy [sifie, @ TOT OTIIPABUJI UX C YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOMY [IOBEPSET.
— YBepeHa, YTO 3a HUMH CJIEOUJIH.

— ITa, — HacMenuMBO corytacumucs [xemu, — u, 6e3 COMHEHUs, K Houu 51 Oyoy MepTB. [la He CMOTPH
THl Ha MEH4 TakK, JKCcusd! ITo LIyTKa.

[TpoIIo HeCKOIBKO MUHYT, IIPEX/e YeM OH pa3Bsi3ajl TECEMKH Ha KOIlleJie ¥ BBIBAJIUII €T0
COMlepKMMO€e Ha IOKPHIBAIO. YBUIEB [IBa IHCbMa, DKCHUSI MTHOBEHHO y3HaJjIa MOYepK CBOETO OTIA.

— OH Halllesn Hac, — axXHyJja OHa.

— Her, ero nucemMo HaM nepecianu. JKCus, fAa He Ipg4YbCs TH 0L ofesisioM. PacrieyaTtayl NUCbMO U
y3Haii, 4TO OH XOYeT.

— Om OyzmeT rpo3uTh HaM cMepThio. OH...
— 9710 oT ®paHYeCKH, — IMpepBas ee [KeMHu, IPOTITHBas BTOPOE MUCHMO.

JKcus Ha CEKYHOY JIMIINIIACh JaPa PeYn. OnHa HuYero He CJIHIIANA O Ky3HHe C TeX II0D, KakK OTel
pa3gennil ux 1o HpI/I6BITI/II/I B JIoHOOH. Bce ee MOMBITKA t-ITO-HI/16YJZ[IJ Pa3y3HaTh O CDpqueCKe
OKa3bIBAJIUCh THIETHBIMU.

— Kakoe yuTaTth HepBHM? — IIOMHTEPECOBAJICA IxxeMmu.

— To, koTopoe oT ®paHuecku, — OTBETHUIA DKCUS, KeJlast OTHAIUTE MOMEHT, Korfa 6yaeT orjaieH
yIbTUMATYM OTIIA.

IIxxeMu y'J'IbIGaJ'ICH, KOIr'Ja pacCliedaThIBaJl IINCEMO q)paH‘-IeCKI/I, HO e1Ba OH Hpo6e}Kan r'Jia3aMU II€PBLIE
CTPOKH, €TI0 JINIIO U3MEHHUJIOCh.
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— Ap u nmams! — npo6opMoTas OH. IKCHS BHIXBATHUIA ¥ HETO JIUCTOK.

"Ioporasi Ky3WHa, — BCJIyX IIpOYMTalia OHA, — 5 3HAI0, TH BCErfa CuuTasa MeHs 6eCIIOMOIITHON U
TJIYIIOH, TI09TOMY MHE X04eTCsI COOOIUTh Tebe, 4TOo s Koe-4eMy Hayuunach y Tebs. [Tocye Toro Kak
I:xeMu yBe3 Tebs, TBOU OTell IpUIle]l KO MHE U Bce paccKasasl. [la! Bce Ob110 KNMEHHO TaK: OH
IIpHUIIEN UMEHHO KO MHe, YTOOH ITOTOBOPKTh. OH BHITJISIMIEN HEe CEPOUTHIM, a ITevaIbHbEIM — YBEPEHa,
IIOTOMY YTO Hajl HUM BUCeJa caenka ¢ bonuHrépokoM. MHe M3BECTHO, KaKue XOOsAT O HEM CIIyXU: U
TO, YTO HUKOMY He II0f] CUJIy HaBsi3aTh €My HEBBITOAHYIO CHOEJIKY, U TO, YTO CJI0BO IlepkuHa
MeiigeHX0IIa SIBISETCS MOCTAaTOYHOM rapaHTHed KaKou-Tub0 COeKu.

O Jkcwus, He 3HAI0, OTKY[a S B3si7la CUJIHI CHIe/IaTh TO, UTO COefiasa. f BHymusa cebe, 94To ST — 3TO THI,
YTO 51 HUUero He 00I0Ch, ¥ 3aKJIIOUMIIA CAEJIKY C TBOMM OTLIOM. MBI COIINIMCH Ha TOM, YTO BPS[ JIX
BonuHrOpOK, HU pa3y He BCTPEUYaBIINICSA C TOOOMU, YTO-TO 3all0OI03PUT, YBUIEB MEHS Iepef
anTapeMm".

OKcus MOoOHSJA pacCUIMPUBIINECS OT YOUBIEHUS rjla3a Ha [I)KeMH, a 3aTeM BHOBb BEPHYJIach K
IIUCHMY.

"Utak, g cTana xxeHou ['peropu BonuHropoka, u Bce CUMTAIOT MEHs HaclenHule Melnenxosna. I B
BOCTOpPTe OT 3TOr0. JTa POJib HPABUTCSA MHE B TOU XK€ CTEIIeHHU, B KAKOU Tl HEHaBUeNa ee. A
CKOJIbKO BHMMaHU! A KaKre POCKOIITHEIE Hapsabl!

Ho Te0s1, 1 yBepeHa, 3T0 He UHTEpecyeT. TBOU OTell OTIHICA MHE NOBOJIbHO 3HAUUTENIBHYI0 CYMMY, U
Teleps g Oorayde, ueM Moryia MeuytaTb. OH eqUHCTBEHHHIM Ha CBETe, KOMY M3BeCTHA IIpaBJa.

OKcus, s 3HAI0, THI, KaK BCETMa, CYUTAEIIh MEHS TJIyIIOi, HO BCce ke Tebe IPHUIeTCs BEICTYIIATh ellle
KO0e-4To. ¢ moBepuia 9TO MUCEMO POICTBEHHUKA. [[)KEeMHU, a THI IOJI2KHA CXKeYb eT0, KOrga IMPOYTelllb.
Ecnu To, 4TO B HEeM HAIIKCAHO, CTAHEeT U3BECTHO, s IMoruoa.

9kcus, 1 6epemMeHHa oT Toma"

IxxeMu 1'[01106pan JINCTOK, BHIIABIINN U3 PyKHu HOTpHCGHHOﬁ JKCuH, U CTall YNTATh JaJIbIIeE:

«He roBopu 06 aToM BepeHrapuu — Befib OHa keHa Toxa, — TonbKO [keMu. [[ymaio, OH IIOMMET,
KaKOBO MHe IIPUIIIOCh B Te IHU, KOTMa MeHs fepxkanu B O6amrHe. Tox Ovln Tak mo0p KO MHe, JKCus,
TakK Jo0p».

— [IIa, ero mo6poTa 6e3rpaHruyHa, — 3aMeTun [:KeMHu, 1 IKCUS BEIXBATHJIA V¥ HETO ITUCHMO.

"TonbKO IIpefCcTaBh, KaKasi UPOHUS CyObOBl: pebeHoK Tofa cTaHET HACIeMHUKOM COCTOSTHUS
Meiipenxonna! K coxkaneHuo, S IOYTU HU C KEM He MOTY IIOAEJIUTLCS 9TUM.

¢ Hukorga He Grmaromapuia Tebs 3a TO, YTO THI cHeana ojs MeHs. Y cefiyac He coOupaioch
6maromaputh. Korga B ¢ [I:keMu mpuefieTe K HaM IIOTOCTUTH, BOT Torja U mobnaromapio. KcraTy,
MHe HpaBUTCS MOM MyxK. OH oueHb paj peOeHKy. Hu OH, HU ero oTell He 3afal0T MHE BOIIPOCEL 00
OTIIOBCTBE, XOTS ['peropu Hu paldy He JOTpParuBajcs g0 MeHS.
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Hepenaﬁ MOHU HaMJIy4Illne II0XKEJIaHUuA II>xeMu. f cyacTnrBa, YTO OH HE KEHUJICS Ha MHE.

C mo60oBbi0, OpanHuecka".

[ounTaB NUCHMO, JKCUSA OTKHUHYJIACH Ha MOTYIIKHU.

— B xu3Hu He ciblmrana Hudero momo6Horo. Tox! U ®panyecka! M oHM 3aHMMAsach 9TUM, KOTHa S
Tak 3a Hux 6ecnokounacs! OHH...

— Ecnu ckaxellb eliie X0Th CJIOBO, S PEIIy, YTO TH PEBHYEIlb. A Terephb MPOYTEM 3T0, — OOBSBUII
[>kKeMu, pacrevaThiBasi IUCbMO OT MelifieHXoa.

— Het! — BOCKIJIMKHYIIa JKCHs, HO OH He 06paTI/IJ'I BHHMaHHUA Ha €€ BO3PaXKeHusd U CJIOMall Ie4yaTsb.

"Mos goporasi noyb!

Kak Tebe U3BECTHO, BCE CUMTAIOT, YTO 5 JIy4llle BCEX B AHTJIMM CMBICITIO B OM3Hece. {1 3Hal0, Kak
BBIOMpAThH TOBAp. {1 yMeo OTIMYaTh XOPOIIYI0 TKaHb OT IIJIOX0H. & 3Hal0, KaK OMpeesisaTh KaueCTBO
MEeXOB, IIPOIYKTOB, 3eMeNb U KOpaOieu.

A elIe s 3Halo, II0 KaKMM Ka49eCTBaM OI€HUBATh MYXKYHKH.

Tel mymaers, 51 He mo6um Te0s1, €CITM HUKOTIa He HaBelnan. Ho Thl efMHCTBEHHAs!, KOTO 51 KOTIa-mu6o
mobun. 4 3amep Tebsi, YTOOH 3aMUTUTD, YTOOH 00ecreuuTh TeOe 6e301macHOCTh. 2KUBY THI Cpenu
JIonen, IeHbrd OKa3anyu Obl Ha TeOsi OTPOMHOE BIUSHUE, TBOU OyX Obln Obl cioMmieH. f man Tebe To,
YTO HeJIb3sI KyIUTh: CBOOOMY OBITh IMYHOCTHIO, @ HE TEM MEIIKOM C 30JI0TOM, KOTOPEIH, IT0-TBOEMY,
BUIST B TeOe JTIonu.

Ha, s BeiOpasn Tebe Myxka. f BEIOUpas ero Tak, Kak BeiOupas Obl xkepebiia [is Tydlnel Ha CBeTe
IIJIEMEeHHOM KOOBITH: 51 00BICKasI BCI0 AHTINIO U Hamen [[xkeiiMca MouTromepu. OH MpeB301Ies BCeX
JKUBYIIMX Ha 3eMJie B OTBare, B 3a6oTe o0 611uxkHEM U JTI0OBH K ceMbe. O ero 4yBCTBe [I0/ITa Carajiuch
nereHpbl. Hu ogun yemoBek — OemHBIN Uy 60raThlii — He MOXKET CPaBHUTHCS C HUM.

Ho, Oynoyuu Ou3HecMeHOM, 51 He UMeJl ITpaBa [ojaraThCs Ha CyXKaeHus Apyrux. Iloatomy s
TIOJIBEPTero MCIEITAHWIO U MIOCTABUII IIepe[l BLI6OPOM — JIi000Bb HUJTH NEHbIH.

Trl ommbaenibcesi, monarasi, 6yaTo s He 3Hato TeOs. Y3 rofa B rof MHE pacCKa3bBajid O TBOUX
BBIXO[IKaX. MoM «IIMHUOHK», KaK THl UX Ha3bIBaeIlb. [1a, 1 ymansii oT Te0s BceX, KTO He OB IOCTOUH
Tebs1. Korma s1 BUflen, 4To KTO-TO IIBITAETCS COMU3UTHCS C TOOOM pafu TBOUX HeHET, s yOupan ero.
Tonbko Tox u ®paHyecKa BhIIepKaIy MPOBePKY. Tox mobun Te6s1 — ¢ meHpramu unu 6e3, — a
®panuecka Oblyta mpefaHa Tebe, XOTS HUUEM He IOKa3bIBajia 9To. [[yMalo, Thl yOenuiach B ee
IPeJaHHOCTH.

4 mo3HakoMun Te0ST C XOPOLIUM YeJIOBEKOM, C TBOUM KpacaBlieM [[:KeMH, a TI0TOM BEIHYIUIT €T0
mokas3aTh Te0e, MHe U, BO3MOXKHO, ce0e caMOMy CBOM UyBCTBa. [IpeyIokHU S1 eMy KeHUTHCS Ha
HaclenHuie MeliieHX0l1a, yBepeH, OH Obl coryacuics. M Torma Tel, foporas fo4eHbKa, BCIO KU3Hb
coMHeBasiach Ovl B ero mo0Bu. Hukakue ero mencTBus HUKOTIa He moka3anu Ob Tebe odpaTHOe. Ho
sI-TO 3HaJI, YTO OH HU IIepe[ YeM He OCTAHOBUTCS. A pa3Be MOTJIO ObITh MHa4Ye? KaxkeTcs, Bce
MYKYUHBI, KOTOPBIe KOTa- b0 Bumenu Teds, IPOCUIU TBOEH PYKH. A THI He IoTafbIBasack 00 3TOM,
BepHO? U 51 BceM roBOpPHUJI «HET». EC/TM OHU BHOBB IIPUXOIUIIN KO MHE, 5T YTBEPK/as, UTO UMy Te0s
HaCJIe[ICTBa, €CJIA THI OCITyIIaemibcsi MeHs. [locie mogoOHOro 3asgBlIEHUS HU OfUH U3 HUX YKe
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HHUKOTI'Ta HE BO3BPaAIlaJICsA.

A BoT [I;xemu BepHyncsa. OH cpaxarscs ¢ opakoHaMu pagu TebOs. PuckoBan BCeM, UTO Y HETO €CTh,
pa3Be He Tak?

Temeps TH 3Haelb, 4TO OH /T1I00UT TeOs. He TBoe 6oraTcTBo, a Te6s camy.

4 He numun Tebs HacmencTBa. Bce OymeT nmpuHaaiexkaTh Tebe, 3a UCKII0YEHNEM TEX KPOX, KOTOpPhIe
s U3 XKanoctu nomapun OpaHyecke. Yke ceivac ThHI BIafieellb OFPOMHEIM COCTOSIHEEM. MOXKelTb
TPATUTh €ro, KaK IoXKeJaellb, Bedb IJIsS MeHs camoe 00JIblIoe HaclaxkaeHrue 3apabaThiBaTh JeHBTH, @
He KOMHTH uX. [I[yMaio, B 3TOM 5 II0X0K Ha CBOIO JOUKY.

9 xenato Tebe cyacThsa. M THI Oymelb cuacT/INBa, IIOTOMY YTO ¥ Te0s XOpOoIni MyXK. 51 yKe cKasa
Tebe: s OTIIMYHO pa3bHparCch Kak B XKEHIIUHAX, TaK U B MyXKYUHAX.

Otparo Tebe BCIO CBOIO TI000BB, TOYeHbKA. M Bce cBOe 6OraTCTBO, ¥ BCIO CBOIO AyIIy.

TBout mobsmmi oten [lepkun Meiimenxomnn".

[TogusB rinasa Ha JKCUIO, [I;KeMU YBULEJ, UTO Y Hee 110 I1eKaM TEKYT CJIE3HI.

— d-1o mymait, 4To TH OyHelIh CHaCTIMBA YCIIBIIIATh TAKOE, — THXO ITPOTOBOPHII OH, ellle He
Pa300paBIICh B CBOEM OTHOIIEHUU K TOMY, YTO OBIJT ITEIIKOM B CII0KHOU UTpe MelneHxoia.

Ho Bce coMHEHUS BHIIETEITH K3 T'OJIOBEI, KOTHAa OH IPHUKaI JKCUI0 K cebe U MOYyBCTBOBA
IIPUKOCHOBEHHUE ee OTPOMHOI0 XXHBOTa. HUYTO He uMeeT 3HAUYeHUs, KpOMe TOT0, YTO OHa
IIPUHA[JIEXKUT €My ¥ OHU CBOOOHHL.

— Ha cBeTe HeT yenioBeKa CUaCTIMBee MeHsl, — YTKHYBIIUCh €My B ITPYAb U BCXJIUIIHYB, IIPOIIeITaNa
Jkcud. 4 caMas cyacTiauBas.

— 4 cuacTtiuBee, — BO3pa3uJ [I:KeMHU U MOIEJIOBAJI ee B MaKylIKy. — ¢ cuacTiuBee Tebs.
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