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XKaxkmuua BOPII
IOEBYHIKA C 3EJIEHBIMU T'JTASAMHU
I'maBa [IEPBAA

— Her, et u HeT. Nein, nada, HeT. Tsl MOHSIT MeHsI, MaliK, Ui MHE HapHCOBATh OJIis Te0s IIIaKaTh C
Hapgmucbio: HET?

— Ber, moporas, He 6ynb TakoM ynpsiMoi. — MalK yasIOHYJICS, ¥ B €r0 OJ1eCTSIINX ToTyOhX riasax
3aIIsICaIX Becelble HCKOPKU. — TH XKe 3Haelllb, YTO XOPOIIOo MpoBeael s BpeMs. Tl Bcerya OTIUYHO
IIPOBOOUIIL BPEMSI CO MHO.

BeT mpucTanbHO TOCMOTPeia Ha CBOTHOTO OpaTa, TIIETHO MHITasiCh 300pa3uTh KpaliHee
BO3MYIIIEHKEe, HO BMECTO 9TOr'0 Ha ee rybax HeBOJIbHO 3aurpaja yieioka. C 9TUM 4eI0BeKOM
HEBO3MOXKHO Pa3roBapuBaTh CEPLE3HO. Bpome cuout nepepn To60M KpPaCHBLIM, 9/IeTaHTHRIN MYXKYHHA,
a ITOTOM KaK 4TOo-HUOYyOb IPUAYMAaeT, Tak Cpa3y IpeBpallaeTcs B MaJIbUKIIKY-1ajonas. YTo X, ogeT
OH JIeMCTBUTENIbHO 6€3YKOPU3HEHHO (OHY OOTHMHKY Yero CTOSAT!) U Ha IEePBBIM B3TJISIM IIPOU3BOIUT
BIleUaTJIeHNe YeJioBeKa HEMHOTOCJIOBHOTO U flaXke HECKOJIbKO yrpioMoro. B aTom Bech Malik: ¢ BULY
KaXXeTCsI OHUM, a Ha [eJie OKA3hIBAETCS COBEPIIEHHO OPYTHUM.

— 4 6e3ymHoO Tebs 106710, MaliK, HO B 3TOM JIETKOMBICIIEHHOM Hapsfe 5 Oyay BHITTISOETh OeBYIIKOM
M3BECTHOM mpodeccuu. U s He m03BOII0 TeOe 3aTAIlIUTh MEHS B TAKOM BHIe Ha mpueM. Jlaxe pagu
BHHO[IEIbYECKOM KOMIAHUU BpaiicoB, KOTOpast OTMeYaeT CBOM CTOJIETHUH 100UTIeH U 1Mo
COBMECTHUTEJILCTBY — [I€Hb POXKIEHUS CBOETO Ineda, s He cornamrych. Kak Obl THI HU CTapascs
YTOBOPUTH MEHS, OTBET OyMeT: HeT.

— Ho, Ber, s mocnopui co cBouM 60CCOM, TUPEKTOPOM 10 MAaPKETUHTY, Ha OBeCTH GyHTOB. OH
CKasaJl, 4YTO Y MeHs He XBaTUT CMEeJIOCTH MOSBUTLCS Ha OaHKeTe Y Ineda C [IeBYILIIKON OeTOU CTOIb
9KCTpaBaraHTHO. ECTECTBEHHO, 5 CKa3aJl, 4To chenato 9T0. He Mory xe g mpourpats! — Mauik
B3TJIAHYII Ha HE€ U IIPUTBOPHO-TAXKEJIO B3OOXHYII. — Hy, pa3ymMmeeTCd, €CIIN Thl OOOJI2KUIIE MHE
IBECTU (PYHTOB...

— Hu 3a uto! OpamxuBaTh feHbrd TeOe — 3HAYUT BEIOPOCUTEL UX B KOP3UHY [AJig Mycopa. Cam
3aKJTIOYHUII TIapH, caM U BEIKpy4uBaics. KctaTu, a mouyemy Ovl TeOe He MOMPOCUTH O TAKOM
OIOJI)KEHUM OHY U3 CBOMX MHOT'OYHCJIEHHHIX MOIPYXKeK? — B 3TOM-TO 1 3arBo3nka. [locnennue
IIECTh MECSIIEB 5 BCTPEYalCh C OOHOU [EBYIIKON... — Malik 3amnHycs, U beT maxe mokasasaoch, 4TO
OH CJIeTKa IoKpacHes. — B o611eM, y MeHsI cepb€3Hble HaMepeHHUsi, — IPOJOJIKMUI OH. — U 4...
Onu3abeTr — moTpsicaiomias meByika. OHa KpacaBulla, YMHUIIA U faxke GoraTta. 1 00s3aTebHO
JKeHIoch Ha Hell. Korpma-Hubynas. Ho, K coxasneHuIo, KOTfa s IOMbITalICsI HAMEKHYTh el Ha TO, YTO HaM
Hemsoxo 6110 OB TOAyMaTh 0 OyAyIleM, OHa 3asiBUIa, YTO CHAaYasla MHE HYXKHO IIOB3POCJIETh U CTaTh
6oree OTBETCTBEHHBLIM. ¢ He MOTY pUCKOBaTh. [103TOMY 51 1 0OpaTuiics K Tebe. JIro0sIIIE CECTPHI
YacTO BHIPy4aloT OpaTheB, — 3aKOHYMII OH B CBOEY IMYTIUBOM MaHepe. MalK BIIOOUIICS... ITO yKe
13 0011acT paHTACTUKMY.

— Tol ¥ BIIpaBAY X0Uelh XKEHUTHCS Ha 3TOM [IeBYIIKEe? — BCe ellle He Bepsi CBOMM yIllaM, CIIPOCHIIa
Bber.

— Bornbimre Bcero Ha cBere.

HecomHeHHO, OH ORI KICKPEHEH. JTHU ero ropsiiue riaa3a, CMyLIeHHe B rojloce... MalK peIu
KEHHUTHCS...
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— 41 He xouy oOpallaThCs K CBOUM IMPEXHUM IofapyxKKaM. Ecinu 3nu3abeT nmogymaeT, 4To 5
BCTPEYAIOCh C KEM-TO ellle, Y MeHs He OyoeT HUKaKUX IIaHCOB. 3HAEIb, OHA OYeHb yIpsMas U
peuruTenbHasA. A TH MOSI CBOIHAs cecTpa. Ecnu mo Onu3abeT mONAYT CIyXU O MOEH BHIXOOKE, OHA,
KOHEYHO, ITOBO3MYIIIaeTCsI HEMHOTO, HO OyIeT 3HaTh, YTO S el BepeH. f moay4dy nBecTy GPyHTOB, MBI
IIOBECENIUMCS, ¥ MOS PelyTallus IpeJaHHoro Bo3/06/IeHHOT0 He ITocTpafaeT.

BeT He ymepxkanach OT yIbI0KK. Kak 9T0 XapakTepHO s MaiiKka: OH TOBOPHT O TOM, YTO XOYET CTaTh
Cephe3HHIM, a CaM BBSI3HIBAETCS B KaKyIH0-TO TIYMYIO 3aTE0 C MacKapaaoM, [a elle ¥ ee Iof0uBaeT
TI0y4acTBOBATh B 3TOM. beT BCIIOMHUIIA TOT [IeHb, KOTMa BIIepBhLIe yBUIEIA CBOET0 CBOTHOTO GpaTa...
OH u Torfa OBIT MAcTep Ha BCSYECKHE Becesible MPOIeKu. beT cpasy mompyXuiach C HUM U
IoJTI00MIIa €ero.

Torma oHU C MAaTepPhI0 KUJIK B KDOXOTHOM KOTTEIXKE B KowmriToHe, HelogaJieKy OT IleBOHa.

Oren BeT ymMmep coOBCEM MOJIOBIM OT JIEMKEMUHM, ¥ OHA €TI0 He TOMHMIIA, 3HaJla TOIBKO, YTO OH GBI
XymoXKHUKOM. Ee MaTh cunTana ce6st akTPUCOM, XOTSI Ha CaMoM [iejie Oblyia BCETO JIUIIIh
IIOCPEJCTBEHHOM TEBUYKOM, KOTOpas B IIPOMEXKYTKaX MeXKIY 3aMyKeCTBaMU I'OHSJIACh 3a CJIaBOM U
1ejia B TIETHUX TeaTpaX. Takoe BOT O0reMHOE IEeTCTBO.

Tem nerom JIeoHOpa Kak pa3 BhHICTYyIana B Kabape B TopkBee. TaM-To OHa ¥ moBcTpeYasna Teda, 0TIa
Maiika. OH OBIJT BOOBILIOM, ¥ €My IIPUXOXIIOCH ODHOMY BOCIIUTHEIBATEL ChIHA. Tel B TO BpeMs OBl
BeChMa yJauJIMBEIM areHTOM apTUCTOB II0y-01M3Heca. MoIOAOCTh U KpacoTa, a MOXKeT OBITh, U Cyab0a
CONTU3UIHN UX.

[Tocne ronoBOKpyKUTEIBHOT0 poMaHa JleoHopa u Teq pelnuniy MOXKeHUThCA. beT cTaa nogpyKKOu
HeBeCTHl. Eif 6b110 BoceMb, U ee HapsAouIM B 04apoBaTeIbHOE PO30BOE IIaThUlle C KpyKaBYMKaMU.
OHa y2KaCHO TOpAuUIach CBOMM HapsimoM. MaiKy OBIJIO IBeHAIIATh, U OH YOOCTOUJICS YeCTH HECTH
miedid cBamebHOTO MIaThst HEBECTH, YTO OH MCIIOJIHUII C PEIKOM M7 HETO CePhe3HOCTHIO U
OTBETCTBEHHOCTHIO. [l0Ciie KOPOTKOM IIePEMOHUY B TOPOLICKOX paTyllle OHU BCEe BMECTe OTIIPaBUINCh
B CaMbIi OOJIBIION OTeNb B TOPOfe, Tae ObUI YCTPOEH IpaHaMO03HEIN OaHKET Ha CTO MEPCoH, u bet
Ka3aJioCh, YTO Ha MpHeM IPUIIET BECh TOPOI.

Bce mo3mpaBisiiin MOIOI0KEH0B, BOCXUIIAINCh KPAaCOTOM HEBECTH, 00asTHUEM XKeHUXa U MPUXOIUIIN
B YMHUJIEHHE OT ABYX 0YapPOBATEIBHEIX aHT'€JI0YKOB, COMPOBOXKAABIINX CYACTIUBYIO Tapy.

Ckopo Maiik ycTas OT 9TOTr0 HEMTOCHJIBHOTO [IJIsE Hero 6peMeHu CBITOCTH. Bo BpeMsi mpa3mHUYHOT O
obema oH 3a0pa’sics MMOJ CTOJ ¥ KPeIKo-HaKPeIKOo CBsI3aj UIHYpKY madepa u xkeHuxa. Korma madep
TIOMHSIJICST, YTOORI TPOM3HECTH TOCT, JKEHUX CBAJIMIICS CO CTyJIa U YBJIEK 3a CO00¥ HOBOOPAUHYIO.
He3agaumuBoro aHrela U3BJIEKIH Ha CBeT BoXwui, OMHAKO OH OBIT TaK HAMyTaH, YTO €ro maxe He
CTaId HaKa3bIBaTh.

BeT mo cux mop He MOrJia BCIIOMHUTDL 06 3ToM 6e3 yineiOku. Te yeThpe roga, KoTopele JIeonopa u Tex
IIPOBEJIN BMeCTe, OBIIM CaMbIMH CYACT/IMBBIMU B KU3HU beT. OHM pa3Benuch, KOTfa JeBoYKe
WCIIOTHUIIOCH OBEeHaAlaTh. MaTh OTIIpaBuUia €e B AHCUOH IIPU XKEeHCKOM MOHACThHIpe, HO MalK nucan
el 0YeHb YaCTO U HaBelllasl 10 mpa3gHuKaM. Y beT Ovll0 TOMbKO iBa 6/IM3KUX Opyra, © MauK Obll
OIHUM U3 HUX.

VIMeHHO 110 9TOM IPUYMHE TPU JHS CIIyCTs, 067IaYeHHas B IETKOMBICTIEHHBINA Hapsa, beT Bouwta B
3maHKe KoMmaHuu BpaticoB. Bce mo BuHe Matika. 9TO pafi HEr0 OHA BHIHYKIEeHA CTPOUTH U3 cels
UONOTKY.

— THI e111e MOXKeEIIb rnepegymars, Maiik, — oHa B3IrJIAHYJIAa Ha CBOETO CIIYTHHKA.
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Kak Bcerfia, OH 4epTOBCKH XOPOIIIO BHTJIAE] — CTPOTHUY YePHBIM CMOKUHT, Oeflasi MaprapuTka B
netue, 6e3ynpeyHo IpuYecaH, Ha JIUIEe JIeHUBas MONyynbi0Ka — HaCTOSIINH JIOHAOHCKUN (paHT.
TakoMmy BCce COULET C PYK.

— He Bomuyiics. f 060 Bcem goroBopuiics ¢ Mucc Xapakomo6, cekperapiiel meda. Korma Mbl BolimeM
B 3aJI, My3bIKa CMOJIKHET. ThI IPOCTO IPOUEIb [10 IPOXOAY B 3TOM CBOEM... 3... HApsAe, a f [oJIy4yy
nBecTH (HyHTOB. MOT'y OKJISICTHCS, YTO Y bpayHU OTBUCHET 4eoCTh! A TOTOM MBI IIPOCTO
IIOTAHIlyeM, KaK Ha TOU IIKOJIbHOU Be4epPUHKE, IOMHUIIIb?

910 OBINIO OecsaTh JeT Hadaf. OHU ObIIM COBCEM [eThMU. MalK MPUTJIacul ee Ha CBOM BHITYCKHOM Oa
M TaHIIeBaJl C Hell BeCh Beuep, a BCe NEeBYIIKK O0TYassHHO PEBHOBAJIH.

— ME&I... — OHa Ha CeKyHAY 3afyMaJjiach, Hacjaax/masch BOCIIOMUHAHUSIMU. — MbI BooOpaxKanu cedst
KMHO3BE3[aMu... — CKa3aja beT u BOpyr pe3ko 3aMosyarnia.

Ha Hux ye oOpalllaau BHHMaHUe. 3a4eM TOJIbKO OHa corjacuiiack? Tereps yke He cOeXKaTb...

Onu BouuM B 6aHKETHHIM 3a1. Kak u roBopui Maik, My3blKa Cpa3y CMOJIKJIa, ¥ BCe B3TJISIIEI
o0paTunuch Ha BHOBL Ipuiennmx. KTo-To ypoHusn 60Kaj ¢ BUHOM, KaKas-TO CTelleHHas JaMa
BOCK/IMKHYNa: «Kakou CTHIA!», KTO-TO M3 MYKYMH KalllJISHYJI, KTO-TO aXHyJI, @ ONUH COJUAHBIA Ha BUJ
JIBICHIM OAfe4YKa Jake 3axXJIonall B 1afoIlu OT BOCTOPTa.

WTak, MyK4YUHE BOKPYT MHOTO3HAUUTENIbHO YXMBIISIIIUCh U C 3aBUCTHIO TIOTISIIbIBAIA Ha Malika, a
TOT HEBO3MYTUMO IIPOILIECTBOBAJI K CTONY Ieda, Befs beT 3a co6oii, mo3apaBus 100uIsipa ¢ JHEM
POXKIEHUS U BPYUUII TIOAAPOK. 3aTeM OH CHesal efBa 3aMETHBIN KEeCT B CTOPOHY OPKeCTpa,
My3EIKa 3aMrpaja CHOBA.

[ITenoT 3a cuuHOM He yTuxas. beT yyBcTBOBanMa ce0st 04eHb HEYIOTHO PSAIOM C 6e3YKOPHU3HEHHO
omeTeIM MatikoM. Ha Heli OBIJIO MaJIeHbKOE, HEBEPOSITHO O0TSATHBAOINEee YePHOe IIAThUIle Ha
TOHEHbKUX OpeTenbKax U TyGIM Ha TaKUX BBICOKMX IIMUIIbKAX, YTO €¥ IPUIIOCH LeIbN OeHb
TPEHUPOBATLCS, IIPEXKAEe 4YeM OHa CyMeJla, HE paCKa4YuBasiChb, CTOATH Ha HUX.

Ho xynmee oxugano bet Bnepenu. MalK MOAXBaTUII ee U 3aKPYXKUJI B Bajbce. KTO-TO 3aKpuya:
«BpaBo!» A Ma¥iKk Bce KpyKUJI ¥ KPyKUJI ee, I0Ka 3aJjl He IOIILI y Hee Iepef ria3aMu, HakoHel 0H
OCTaHOBUIJICS, U BeT MrHOBEeHHO pyXHYyJia Ha IIO0J.

['po3HO Bpalas ria3amMy, OHa MeOjIeHHO IpuXoauia B ce0si. MyKunHb, TpudaTenu Malika,
CTPYAUINCEH BOKPYT U OTJIYIIATEIBHO X0X0Tanu. Y ToNbKO OfUH 4esoBeK He cMesiics. OH CTOsII
HEMHOT'0 ITI00Jaib U CMOTpeJl Ha Hee. M B 9TOT MOMeHT beT moka3anoch, 4TO OH CaMblii KPaCUBBIU
MYXK4YKMHa Ha CBETE.

Hes3nakoMmerl u B caMoM fiesie Obl1 602KeCTBEHHO KpacuB. M Kak OHa paHbIIle ero He 3aMeTusa?
3aBOpOXKeHHas, feByIlIKa He MOrJjla OTBECTH OT HEr0 BOCXHUIIEHHEIX I'7la3, a OH, 3aMeTUB ee
IIPUCTAJIbHBIN B3TJISAH, eJie 3aMeTHO KMBHYJI. beT mo4yguioce, 4ToO Ha ero JIuie 0TPa3uiaoch
COYYBCTBUE, U Ka3aJioCh, YTO Cerndac OH IOJOUOET U CIIaceT ee, KaK CKa304YHBIM IIPUHI] CIlacasl CBOIO
BenocHeXkKy, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 «IIPUHL» ITIOBEPHYJICSA K HEU CIIUHOMU.

«CamoBmo0ieHHas CKOTUHA!» — paccepaunack BeT. Y Hero ObUIM MIMPOKYeE IIJIEUU U OJIMHHBIE HOTU
U COBEPIIEHHO NpsIMas CIIMHA, B KOTOPYI0 beT ¢ yooBonIbCTBUEM 3amycTuia 05l KaMHEM, OKaXuCh OH
TIOf PYKOM. Y meByuIKY ObITIO OLIyIIeHKE, YTO OHA yXKe BUIeJa ero rae-To pauslie. «Het, 9T0
HEBO3MOXKHO, — OHa II0Kayajla royioBoi. — Pa3Be Takoe nuno 3abymens?» [JOMKHO ObITh, HCIIAHIIL
1300penu CJI0BO «Mad0», YTOOBl HA3hIBaTh UM UMEHHO TaKUX ITapHel — HeCTOBOPYUBEIX, KECTKUX,
CBOEHPAaBHEBIX... beT cTucHyna 3y0H.
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BHe3amHO He3HAKOMeIl pe3Ko 00epHYIICs, U, K COOCTBEHHOMY yXkacy, beT o0HapyXKuia, YTO CMOTPHUT
eMy IIpsIMO B T71a3a. BrIpaxkeHue ero nuija CMSATYUIOCh, ¥ Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO CeKYHI OH yKe GBI
BO3JIE Hee.

— TTo3BoNIbTE IOMOYB BaM, — CKa3ajl OH HU3KUM OapXaTHHIM I'OJIOCOM, TIOfAJl €i PYKY U
OCJIETIUTENIBHO YIIEIOHYIICS.

Bet rycto nokpacHesna. OHa B3sijia IPOTSAHYTYIO PYKY, XU OH JIETKO MOJHSJI €€ Ha HOTU. MyKUMHBI
BOKPYT I03ApaBsinu Maiika ¢ TpuyMbOoM, TOT CMeSIJICS, KTO-TO OTITyCKaJl ABYCMBICJIEHHbIE ITYTOUKH
110 ITOBOAY Hapsfa bet, HO 0OHa yxke HUYEro He Ciblllana. Bce ee BHUMaHMe OBITIO IPUKOBAHO K
4yeJIOBEKy, JepKalleMy ee 3a PYKY.

On 0w BenuKoseneH. HacTonbko BenukoneneH, 4To beT gaxke mo3adniia, YTO caMa BBHITJISIIUT He
xyxe. KoHeuHO, OHA He TakK KPacuBa, KakK ee MaTh, T0X0xKas 00JIbllle Ha TPEYECKYI0 CTATyI0, YeM Ha
JKMBOTO 4YeJI0BeKa, HO Bce xke!.. [Ipu cBoeM CpaBHUTEIFHO HeOOJIBIIOM POCTE OHA ObljIa OTIUYHO
CT0XKeHa ¥ 3Haja cebe 11eHy. MyK4YiMHaM BCerfa HPaBUIKCh ee OTPOMHEIE Cepo-3eJieHble Ila3a U
IIBIIITHBIE KAIITAaHOBLIE BOJIOCHI.

— Bnaropapio, — npo6opMortana bet, kpacHes ete 6oblIre.
Hesnakomer yiri6ancs. ETo ceprie T1a3a CBETUINCh HCKPEHHUM BECEJILEM.

— Bcerpa k BamuM ycinyraMm. B Haiie BpeMsi He KaXX[Ibli IeHb MPeCTaBIsIeTCs Clydai MpUUTH Ha
TIOMOIIb CTOJIb 0OBOPOKUTENIEHOH [IeBYIIKE.

WTak, oH Ha3Ball ee 00BOPOXKUTEIBHOM. ['1a3a Bet cTanu ere 6oJbIle OT yAOBOJIBCTBUS. U B TO XKe
BPEMs OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa HEKOTOPOE GECIOKOMCTBO. DTOT MyKUMHA CJIIOBHO U3JIy4asl KaKyk-TO
SHEPruio, U eit OBII0 He 1o cebe.

— Kak THI cebst yyBCTByellb, beT? — HaKOHEI] YIOCYXKUIICS IIOMHTepecoBaThCsl Malik.

— C nenu Bce B nopsapke. {1 o Hell 103a004ych, — 0Tpe3asl He3HAKOMell ¥, IIOBEPHYBIIUCH K Hell,
nob6aBui: — Brl He Bo3paxaete, bet? d Mory Bac Tak Ha3bIBaTh?

«O! — MBICTIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYa beT. — Tkl MOXeIlb Ha3kBaTh MEHS KaK yrOgHO!»
— Jla, pasymeeTcs, — ClleTKa 3avKasich, IPOrOBOPHUTIA OHA.
OH cxkan el PyKy.

— IToxoxke, BaM He 04eHb yO00HO B 3TUX yxkKacatomux Tydnsx. — (Tyt bet HakoHen obpaTuna
BHUMaHNE Ha ejie 3aMEeTHHIN aKI[eHT, C KOTOPHIM OH roBopui.) — KaxKeTcs, BH OISITh TEPSIETE
paBHOBECHE.

OH NpUILypUJICS U OTJISZEN ee C TOJIOBH 10 HOT. BeT 3aKycuia HUXKHIO r'y0y. B ero B3rnsge
YHTaIaCh SBHAS 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTD.

— MHe HYXKHO BHIIUTE! — BhITanuia bet, BeicBoOoXkmas pykKy. — Co MHOM BCe B IIOpPSAKeE.

— B03MOXKHO, HO MHE He X0TeJI0Ch Obl, YTOOH! BEI ONSITh YIIaJid, — BKPaAYUBO IPOU3HEC HE3HAKOMeI]
M 3arafioyHo yneoHyncsa. — CToNWTe CMUPHO, U S IPUHECY BaM BBHIIIUTD.

OHa OBl He OBUHYJIACh C MECTa, faxe ecyiu O 3ax0Tesna. He3HakoMell pa3BepHYJICS U PACTBOPUIICS B
ToJine. Yepe3 MUHYTY OH IOSIBUJICSI BHOBDb U MPOTSAHYN BeT 60Kas, HaroIHEeHHBIN SHTapHOH
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KUOKOCTHIO. [IpOoXKAIIMMU PyKaMHu OHA B3siyia O0Kall U cuesajia HeCKOIbKO GOIBIINX TTTOTKOB.
«[ITammaHckoe! — ¢ obneryeHueM mogymana oHa. — CTapoe goOpoe maMIaHCKOe!»

He3HakomMell He CBOIUI C HEE CBOUX IIPOHUIATEJILHBIX T'JIa3. bet kKazanocs, GYJITO HHU OOHa OeTallb HE
MOZKET YCKOJIb3HYTh OT €O BHUMAHHU . BEI7I0 04eBHOHO, YTO OH IIPEKPACHO IIOHUMAET, KaK CUJIEHO eu
HPaBUTCA. A Befdb OHa JaXKe He 3HAET eT0 NMEHU:

— Kro BHI? — ocBemomuniacsk bet, ynuBnssick cOGCTBEHHOU GeCliepeMOHHOCTH.

— JIpy3bs Ha3bIBAIOT MeHS [leKCoM, Bparu — Mep3aBleM [[xKopaaHHU. Ha caMoM fesie MeHs 30BYT
Hekctep. ekcrep [IxXopmaHHu. — 1905 Ha ee U3yMJIEHHOE JIUI0, OH PacCMesiCs.

— OueHs 0CTPOYMHO, [lekc, — 0TO3Banach ber.

— 3Hay4uT, MBI APY3bs?

— Ilo Bcel BUMUMOCTH.

— B TakoM criydae MOTy g IIPUTJIACUTh Bac Kyna-HUOyAb 3aBTpa Be4epoM?

— 3aBTpa BeuepoM? — 3XOM IIOBTOPHUJIA OHA, CYAOPOXKHO IIHITASICh MPUAYMATh IPEMJIOT, YTOOH
OTKa3aThCHl.

— K coxasenuio, CeToHS BeYEepOM S MOIKEH YKHUHATD C I1eOM U ero Cyrnpyroi, — OH XKeCTOM
yKasaJl Ha rjaBy GpupMbl, KOTOPHIHA Kak pa3 6ecemoBan ¢ MaiKoM U €70 IPUSTEISIMU, 3aTeM BHIYIUIT
OTKYHa-TO U3 KapMaHa OJI0KHOT U Py4Ky. — [laiiTe MHEe CBOM afpec u TenedoH, U 5 3aefly 3a BaMu
3aBTpa B CEMb TPUMLIAThH, IONOUIET?

Bert kKonebanack. briaropasymue HalmlOMHHAJIO O TOM, YTO He ClIeAyeT NPUHUMATh NIPUTrjalieHe OT
HE3HAKOMOTI'0 YeJIOBeKa, HO MaJleHbKUI 0eCeHOK, 000CHOBABIIUUCS B ee AyIle, HACTOMYHUBO
COBETOBAJI COTJIACUTHLCS. ITOT O€CEHOK yXKe ChIrpas C Hel CeroOmHsI BeCeylo IyTKY, 3aCTaBUB UATH
Ha 1MoBoay y Malika — 1 HHKakKue 6jaropa3yMHBIe JOBOOHI He MOTJIM €r0 OCTAaHOBUTh. OH OB
CEeropiHs B ymape, He uHaue! Tem Gosee 4TO B mpuCyTCTBUH 3TOTO [lekca beT abCcomoTHO HUYEro He
coobpaxarna. OHa OTKPOBEHHO MOXKHKpaa ero CBouMu 0Oe3MOHHLIMY I'lla3aMU U B OTBET Ha €T0
3amMedaHusi 60pMOTasa YTO-TO HEBPAa3yMUTEILHOE,

— Hy, pa3ymeeTcs, eciiu Balll IapTHEP 0 TaHIy y2Ke JOTOBOPHUIICS C BaMU O 3aBTpAIlHEM Beuepe...
— OCTOPOXKHO J00aBuUI JIeKc.

— Malik? — BHe3amHo 0xXuBUIack bet. — Brl, momkHO ObITh, myTUTE! OH MOM CBOIHEBIN OpaT, —
IIOSICHUTIa OHa. — HeyXenu Bbl lyMaeTe, 4TO 51 cTajla Okl KOPUUTh U3 Ce05T UIUOTKY B IPHUCYTCTBUU
BCEX 3THUX JIIOJe! pafy 4yKOoro MHe 4yenoBeka? Ha Takoe moiifelb, TOJIBKO MOAOaBIINCh YTOBOpaM
noOporo pofCcTBeHHUKA. M1 MHEe 0UYeHb XOUEeTCS YCTPOUTh eMy B30YYKY 3a TO, YTO OH ITocMesl OpOCUTh
MeHs!

IleKC yXMBUIbHYJICS.
— Yro Xk, TOrga, MOXKeT ObITh, BH BCe-TaKU co001IMTe MHE CBOM agpec? KcraTu, K HaMm umet bpaiic.

Bet ornsanynace. ['maBa koMmnaHuu, bpaiic, KOTOPOTo BCe 3Balu MPOCTO I1edhoM, HEUCTBUTEILHO
HaIlpaBJIAJICSA K HUAM.

— Xopor1mo, — GLICTPO COTTacUIach OHA U Hallapamaja CBOM afpec U Telne(oH B MPOTSHYTOM
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6HOKHOT€, KOTOprfI Iekc yCIieJI CIIPATaTh IIPpeXae, 94eM K HUM IIOJO0IIEJI BAHOBHUK TOPZXKECTBA.

beTr BHUMATENLHO IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha me(ba: TTOXKMJION MYy2K4YKMHa C CeIbIMU BOJIOCAMU ¥ O30PHBIMHA
TJla3aMH, He TaKOHU BHICOKHM, KaK Ilekc, HO BeC e OOBOJILHO BHYLHHTGHBHOfI KOMII/IEKIINHU. BEII0
3dMETHO, 4YTO OH CJIEOUT 3a c000# ¥ 3aHUMAETCS CIIOPTOM.

— Brarogapio Bac, Moyiofasi 1enu, — o6paTuics ol K bet. — Bul ¢ MaiikoM, 6€3yCII0BHO, CTaIl
yKpallleHHeM 3TOT0 CKYYHOTO Beuepa. ITOT MapeHb JaieKo MoKHIeT.

Jluno Bet ctano 6opgosoro nsera. OHa mpobopMoTasa B OTBET YTO-TO HedJIeHOpa3fAelbHoe, HO med
yKe MOBEepHYJICA K [leKkcy.

— IIpoctu, [lekcTep, CTapuHa, HO S BEIHYKOEH Pa3/IyduTh T€0S C 9TOM 0YapoBaTeIbHOM MOJIOIOM
nenu. Mosl XKeHa yXke X[aeT Hac.

— Pasymeercs, Bpatic, — otBeTun [leKc U, KOrga KTO-TO OTBJIEK BHUMaHUe Ieda, HaKJIOHUICI K beT:
— A BHI IPOU3BeJIM BlieYaTeHue Ha bpaiica. Bam HpaBsTCS My>XKYUHBL B BO3pacTe? — C YIBIOKON
CIIPOCHII OH. B TOHe ero ronoca npoCKONb3HY/IN HOTKY CapKa3Ma.

Bet c ynuBneHueM B3TJIgHYy/Ia Ha Hero. Tak OH Hafl Heil elle u u3neBaetcs? OHa cobpasnach OBLIO0
OTBETUTH €My, HO TyT CHOBa BMellajicsa bpaiic.

— [Toupem, ekc. He xouy 3acTaBisiTh XKeHYy KOaThb.

— IIa, Bpaiic... — JleKc BBIMPSIMUIICS U, B3TJISTHYB Ha beT, HarmoMHuI: — B ceMb Tpumiarth, He
3a0ynbTe. X0oTs, maxe ecnu 3abymeTe, s IO3BOHIO BaM 3aBTpa. — B ClleyIoIIyi0 CEKYHOY OH yKe
CTPEMUTEIILHO YIOAJSIICS OT Hee, ciiemys 3a bpaticom.

BeTt npoBoguia ero BOCXUIEHHLIM B3rnsgoM. OH He 00epHYJICS, TaK KakK YTO-TO YBJIEYEHHO
obcyxparn c medom. HeByuika B3noxHyna. OHa COMHeBanach, YTO KOTga-HUOyab YBUAUT €T0 CHOBA.
BrnpoyeM, BO3MOXKHO, OHO U K JIy4IlleMy. 3a4eM el TUIIHNEe HEIIPUATHOCTHU?

OHa orngHysach B mouckax Maiika. OH CTOSITT B OKPY2KEHUU CBOMX [IPYKKOB U paccKa3bIBajl UM UTO-
TO CMEIITHOe, SIBHO He MpefHa3HaYeHHoe [/ XKEHCKUX yinel. beT THXOHBKO MOofKpanach C3agu u
IIPOIIenTajaa eMy Ha yXO:

— 3a Tobo¥ momxkok, Oparerr! Temnepsb TH TOYHO HE OTBEPTHUIIILCS !

— 91! — BocknmukHYyN Malik. — Tebe Ovl criegoBano MeHs nobnarogaputh! Ecnu Ol He 51, TH Ob HE
TI0TTaJia Ha 3Ty BEUEPUHKY U He Moflenuiia Ok OOHOTO U3 caMbix OoraThiX mapHed# B EBpore. 4
CTIBIIIATI, KAaK OH IIPUTIAaCUIT TeOs OYKUHATE.

«H IMo4YeMy s BE€YHO KpaCHeIO?» — IogyMariia beTr u KaK MOXKHO HEeBO3MYyTHMEE OTBETHUIIA:

— Tol mMeews B BUAYy MucTepa [IxkopmaHHu? Tr ero 3Haemb? — HecMOTpS Ha BCe ee CTapaHusd, B
roJIoCe IIPO3By4Yasio BOJTHEHUE.

— Ero Bce 3Ha1T, cecTpeHKa. d BUmes ero BCEro [iBa pa3a, Ho 3aT0 0YeHb MHOT'O O HEM CJIBIIIA. 3a
[ecsITh JIET OH YMYAPHUJIICS CO3MATh ONHY U3 KPYIHEHUIINX (UHAHCOBEIX UMIIEPHUH.

Jlerde cka3aTh, B KaKO¥ 0071aCTH y HETO HET COOCTBEHHOM KOMITAHUH. XOTsI, 3HAEIh, XOMST CIIyXH,
YTO OH HAYMHAJ YyTh JIX He KJIePKOM B OaHKe. BrpoueM, 51 B 9T0 He Bepio. Takue 10U, KaK 3TOT
I>KopOaHHM, POXKOAIOTCS (PUHAHCOBBIMM MarHaTaMu. EMy MprHAAIeKUT KOMIIAHUS, 3aHUMAIOIIAsICs
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MOPCKUMHU TIEPEBO3KaMHM, CETh OTEJIeH 110 BCEMY MUPY, PeCTOPaHkl, 6aHKu... KcTaTu, oBa 0Tenst oOH
IIOCTPOUN U 30ech, B JIoHmoHe. Hamr med HageeTcsl 3aKII0YUATh C HUM KOHTPAKT O IMOCTaBKaX JIUKepa
B €T'0 OTeJIM ¥ PecTopaHsl. U elre s CIbIa, YTO Ha OHSAX OH mpuobpen «Kny0 CeiiMmypa» u Ka3uHO,
II03TOMY, COOCTBEHHO, U ITprexasl B JIOHTOH. A Tak OH XXuBeT B UTanuu.

Matuik rosopui, a bet cnymrana 3aTaus fbixanue. C ODHOU CTOPOHEL, € JIbCTUJIO, UTO TaKOU 4eJIOBeK,
Kak [lekcTep [I>KopgaHHY, oOpaTuI Ha Hee BHUMaHMe, C IPYrod — OHa OTYETIIMBO CO3HaBasIa, uYTo U3
3TOT0 He BT HU4Yero nyTHoro. OHa u [leKC IpuHaAieXkanu K pa3HbIM MUpaM, U TTIyTo ObII0 OB
HafesIThCS, YTO OH 3aX0UeT IPOJOJIXKUTENTbHBIX OTHOIIIEHUH.

— Xoportro, Ma¥k, 3a0ynb 00 3ToM, —Iiepebuna OpaTa beT. u BrimaBuia us ceds ynboKy. —
CuacTnuBo ocTaBaThCs. 2Kesaio Beceyo MpoOBECTH BpeMs.

Y ymna.

Kak ke oHa HauBHa, eciy, yBuAeB [lekca, TogyMarna, 4YTO BCTPeTHIa MyK4YMHY CBoell MeuThl! BoH,
BOH BCe u3 ronoBel! He BmoOuiach ke OHa B HeTO, B caMoM fene? JIr060Bb C IEPBOT0 B3TIsAIa — 9TO
MU}, TPUAYMaHHBIN, YTOOH! XKM3Hb HE Ka3ajlach TAKOM MpecHOU. M MyCTh C Helt HUKOT{a Ipexae He
CIy4asyioCch HAYero momoOHOro, ee 4yBCcTBA K [Iekcy — He 6ojiee yeM riymble GpaHTa3HH.

KoneuHo, oH oueHb KpacuB. Ho 3To Bce, 4TO OHa 0 HEM 3HaeT. [la! Emie on ouens Gorar... Ho
6oraTCTBO — CKOpee IPEeMsiITCTBUE IS JaJIbHEeHIero 3HakoMCTBa. A OHa [IJiT HeT'0 — BCET0 JIUIIh
ocoba, KoTopas YMyIpuJIach yIacTh Ha IO...

Vke cups Ha JUBaHe B COOCTBEHHOM KBapTUpe, BeT B COTHIHM pa3 MOKJISIIach caMoi cebe, 94To 6osbiie
He M03BONIUT MaiiKy BTATUBATL ce0s B AypallkKue aBaHTIOPHL. UTO Ke KacaeTcs Muctepa [[KOpHaHHH,
TO OH, IOJI2KHO OBITh; TPOCTO (PIIUPTOBAJI C EAUHCTBEHHOM KEHIITMHON, KOTOpas OKa3asach
100IM30CTH B TOT MOMeHT. [Ipu Mbiciu 00 3TOM Ha rna3a beT HaBepHYyIuCh cae3bl. OHa 00JbIIe €T
He yBuguT. Hukorga.

[leByIKa BCTasa C [UBaHa, [IOIUIa B BAaHHYIO, IpUHSJIA OYII, a IOTOM CHOBA Cejla, 3aBepHYJach B
OfesiyIo U fana Bojo cie3aM. Onsith ogHa. CMeIHo, HO ellle peOeHKOM OHa MedTaja 0 60IbIIoH
ceMbe. Ee oTen ymep, Korga e ObUIO IBa TOfla, U OHa HE COXPaHMUIIa 0 HEM HUKAKUX BOCIIOMUHAHUM.
Ee nepBhIli oTuuM pa3Besics ¢ JIeoHOpoH, Korma BeT ObII0 IIeCTh JIeT, ¥ eT0 OHA TOXKEe CMYTHO
IIOMHHJIA.

[TotoMm mosiBunuch Ma#k u Tel, ¥ MOM C OKHAMM, BRIXO[SIIMMH Ha TOPKBENCKYIO OYXTY, HAITOTHUIICS
PaJoCThIO U IETCKUM cMexoM. Bce OBIJIO 3aMeudaTeNlbHO, II0Ka MaTh BeT He yBIeKIach KaKUM-TO
MOJIOABIM aKTePOM U He pa3Bejiachk ¢ TegoM, 4ToOB BEIUTHU 3aMyXK 3a CBOIO HOBYIO nmaccuio. OHa
oTnpasuia beT B maHCUOH, a caMa yexasa B Typ 1o Illtatam.

[TpaBpa, uepe3 rof MOJIOOM Cynpyr ee OpocuI, HO JIeoOHOpa HEJOT0 OCTaBaIaCh B OMUHOYECTBE.
Tpu roga cmycTs oHa 0J1aromoIy4YHO BHIIIIIA 3aMyXK 3@ aBCTpauiickoro gpepmepa. begHsra npuexarn
B JIeBOH MOKYIIaTh CKOT U CITy4alHO IIO3HAKOMHUIICS C JIEOHOPOH, KOTOpasi, He Tepss IMOHAIpPacHy
BpeMeHu, y0equmna ero, 4To eMy HykHa xkeHa. CTpaHHO, HO 9TOT OpakK He pacIa’cs ¥ [0 CUX II0p.
BeT HEKOTa He BUEIA MSITOT0 MyXa CBOEH MaTepH, CBOET0 OTYUMA, U i BOPYT OTYASHHO
3aX0TeJIOCh C HUM II03HAaKOMHUTHCS.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, ¥ Hee eCTh MaTh, €CTh OTYKMM U €CTh CBOMIHHIM OpaT oT OBIBIIEro oT4yuMa. He Tak yxk
MaJjio. A 6oraTele KpacaBlbl yCTh KUBYT B Tanuu — HeYero 0 HUX U AyMarThb.

OHa BBITEpIA Ce3hl, 3abpaiack B KPOBATh U IIOMBITANIaCh BHIKUHYTh U3 TOJIOBH HEOTPA3UMOTO
HekcTepa [I>KopHaHHU. 3a¥eM NONycTy 3abuBaTh ceOe rooBy GpaHTa3UsAMU O YeJI0BeKe, KOTOPHIH BCe
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PaBHO HUKOTTIa He OymeT MpuHaIexkaTs ei? YTo TONKy MeuTaTh 0 HeCORITOYHOM? C 3TOM MBICIIBIO
bet Kpenko ycHya.

I'maBa BTOPAY

BeT mocMoTpena Ha Ky4y TPS3HOTO Oefbsi B KOP3WHE ¥ CKOPYMIIA HeIOBOJIbHYIO rpuMacy. I1o
cy600TaM OHA, KaK ITPABUIIO, CTUPaa, youpana B KBapTUPE U XOOWIIa [0 Mara3uHaM — BCerha B 9TOH
rocenoBaTebHOCTH. OOBIYHO € JOCTABISAIO YOOBOILCTBYE IPOBOAUTEL YUKEHI B OMUHOYECTBE,
3aHUMASICh MOMAIIHUMHY [eJlaMy ¥ HacJlaXKgasCh TUIIMHOW, HO CETONHS eH, KaK Ha3Jlo, He XOTeJI0Ch
HUYETo OemaTh. .

YepThXasich, OHa 3amuxHYysa Oebe B CTUPAIbHYIO MAIlMHY, a TOTOM BAPYT cO6pasach 3a MOKYIKaMu
BMECTO TOT0, YTOOH yOorupaThcs. OHa pemuia ObICTPO cOeraTh B OnukKaMluii CyiepMapKeT, 3aKyIUTh
BCE HEOOXOMMOE U TYT K€ BEPHYTHCS, HA CITy4dal, ecyiu MO3BOHUT JlekcTep [[KOpHmaHHHU.

Ho 6nuxke K Beuepy ciabeHbKas HafgexXK/a Ha TO, YTO OH BCe-TaKu IIO3BOHUT, UCIIapuiach. bet
ycIesa BRICTUPATh U MOTIaguTh 6esbe, IPOIbIIecocuia KBAapTUPY, BEITEpIIa IIbIb, IIPUT0TOBMIA 00e]
¥ Jaxke yKe Hayalla COXaJleTh, YTO TaK He0OOOyMaHHO OTKa3ajlach ITOUTH B KMHO C TIOOPYTroi Mapu.
HWTak, ocTaTok cy000THETr0 Beyepa IMPUAETCS IIPOBECTH Iepe[l TeJIeBU30POM 3a ITPOCMOTPOM TITYIIBIX
MenoppaM. Takou MyK4KHa, Kak [lekcTep [[KOpAaHHYU, He TIO3BOHUT €M, faXkKe eCJIu OHa 0KaXeTCs
eOUHCTBEHHOM XEHIINHOU Ha 3eMJIe.

KoHeuyHO, MOKHO Ha BCSIKUM CITy4ail BRIMBITh BOJIOCH ¥ CHiejIaTh IPHYECKY — BCe PaBHO 60JIbIIIe
Heuero fesnath... C 3Toi MBIC/IBIO beT momenacsk 6bI0 B BAaHHYI0, HO TYT 3a3BOHUII TeredoH, ¥ OHA
OTIPOMETHI0 OpoCcHiach Ha KyXHIO.

— ITa? — BBIOOXHYJA OEBYIIKA, CXBAaTUB TPYOKY.
— ¢ Hapetock, 4TO He MOOECIIOKOMII Bac, — pa3fa’jics Ha APYroM KOHIe ITPoBofia 6apXaTHHIHM TroJoc.

«Ecmu OB TH TOJIBKO MeHS BUOEN!» — MBICJIEHHO YyCMexHyack beT. OguH 3BYK ero rojioca 3acTaBIIsiy
ee TpemneTaThb. Cepplle OeIleHo KOJIOTUIOCh, ¥ el IoTpeOoBatach meiasi MUHYTa, YTOObI OTBETHUTE.

— Her, BoBce HeT. 4 Kak pa3 coGupanach B Oyll, — MIpU3HAIACh OHA.

— Yro X, yBepeH, Bl BHTISIOUTE incantevole, HO He cTaHy 60JbIlle 3aHUMAThH Balle BpeMs. 7
TI03BOHMUJI, YTOOHI YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, YUTO BB IOMHUTE O HA3HAYEHHOM CBUaHUU. B ceMb TpualaTth, He
3a0b1u?

— Yto 3HauuT incant... — beT 3anHyacs.
— OTO 3HAUYUT «BOCXUTUTENILHO». Ciao.

Bet 3acThina ¢ Tene@oHoM B pyke. [leKC Ha3Ball €e BOCXUTUTENIbHON — 9TO NOKHO YTO-TO 3HAYUTh.
Heyxkenu oHa ¥ BIpaBOy €My IOHPaBuIach? BeT BOPYT 3aX0TEN0Ch OOEIUTHCS C KEM-HUOYIb CBOEM
PaJoCThIO, HO el HeKoMy OblIo T03BOHUTH. OHA MoBecuia TPYOKy u mobpesna B BaHHYIO.

Yac cmycTs 3aBepHyTas B MOJIOTeHIlEe beT cTos/Ia BO37e OTKPHITOrO MKada ¥ paccMaTpuBaia CBOU
Hapsapgsl. [lomyMaTh TOIBKO — 4Yepe3 ABaflaTh MUHYT 3a Hel 3aefeT [leKc, a eil COBEPIIEeHHO HeYero
HazeTh!

Ber Ornla U3 Tex [IeBYIIEK, KOTOPhIE MPEANOYNTAIOT JXKUHCH U CBUTEPA OPYTUM BUAM OLEK[IHI.
Pa3yMmeeTcs, y Hee ObIIIO HECKOIBKO CIIMTHIX Ha 3aKa3 KOCTIOMOB 151 pabOThl, HO OHHU BHITJTISAEIN
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CJIMILIKOM YOIIOPHO [JI CBUAHUS, a KpaCHOe LIepCTSHOe NaTthe, KoTopoe beT OGeperna gyis 0CoObIX
CIy4daeB, 0Ka3aJioCh CIMIIKOM AJTMHHBIM M JaBHO BHIIIEAIINM U3 MOAHL. M Kak 9TO OHa He Jorafanach
YyTPOM 3aliTH B Mara3uH U KynuTh cebe YTOo-HUOYOb 37ieTaHTHOE?!

Bert mpornack Mo KOMHaTe ¥ OCTAHOBUIIACh BO3Jle OKHA. Ha ropom MeaieHHO OmyCKasCs XOJIOMHBIN
OCeHHUI Beuep. EMMHCTBEHHOE IJIaThe, KOTOPOE, TOAMIOCH IJIsl CBUAaHUsS C []eKCoM, BHCEJO B
mKady ¢ MpOIIIOTo HI0Ns — Torfaa beT Kymuia ero s BhIIYCKHOTO 6ana. [IpocToe yepHoe IIaThe
0 KOJIEH, C OTKPHITOM CIIMHOM U TTTyO0KUM [ieKonbTe. BeT gocrana ero u3 mkada 1 MoIoxkuIa Ha
KPOBATh.

[InaTtee, KOHEYHO, 3aMeYaTelbHOE, HO B TaKyIO IIOTOAYy B HEM 6YJ18T XO0JIOOHO.

Brnpouem, HEKOTOPEIe 3HaKOMbIEe beT 0e300513H€HHO pa3TyIuBajly B MONOOHKIX Hapsaax gaxe 3WMOH.
Cama xe BeT omacasnach IOIXBaTUTh THEBMOHMIO ¥ OfleBalaCh OUYeHb TEeIJIO, XOTS Ha 3TOT pa3 e, 1o
BCeM BUAMMOCTH, IPUAETCS IMOXKEPTBOBATh c000# pagu [lekca [KuOpOaHHH.

IeBylrka OBICTPO HATSAHYJIA IJIaThe U MPUOUPYMBO IIOCMOTpeENa Ha ce0s B 3epKajio. «A Belb
HeTnoxo! — He 0e3 ymoBIIeTBOPEHUS MogyMaia oHa. — COBCeM HEIIOX0, YePT BO3bMHU!» 3aTeM
ycesnach 3a TyaJeTHBIA CTONIMK U IPUHSJIACh HaK/IagblBaTh MaKUsIXK. BIIpoueM, 5TO He OTHAJIO Y Hee
MHOTO BpEMEHH: OHa BCETo JIUIb CJIeTKa II0ABesIa Ijla3a, HaKpacuia PECHUIIH U Ma3HyIa 1o rybam
6meckoM. beT BooO11le HeHaBUEeIa KOCMETHUKY U CUMTAJa, YTO €CTECTBEHHBIN 1IBET JIUIla YKpalllaeT
JKEHIUHY JIydlile J1I000ro ToHaNIbHOTro KpeMa. OHa JIOBKO 3aKpyTHia CBOU AJIMHHBIE, BOITHUCTEIE
BOJIOCHI Ha 3aThUJIKE U 3aKpemnusa My40K HeCKOIbKUMU MINUIbKaMHu.

BecbMa fioBONIbHAS pe3yIbTaTOM, OHa BCTajla M3-3a CTOJIa, HafleJla YepHBIe JTaKOBble TY(HIIH Ha
IATUCAHTUMETPOBHIX KabOIyKax U B IIOCTEOHNE pa3 B3rJIsHYyIa Ha ce0s B 3epKalo.

— BesynpeyHo, — cKa3aja OHa BCIIyX.

Paspanachk HacToi4uBas Tpesib foModoHa. beT cxBaTuia MaleHbKYyI0 YepHYI0 CyMOYKY, KOTOpas Tak
IIJla K ee HapsAy, HaKWHYyJa Ha IJIeYy Ianb ¥ moutu 6eroM 6pocunach K ABEPH.

— Jla? — oTBeTUJIa OHa, HaXKaB KHOIIKY UHTEPKOMA.
— 9t10 [IXKOpOaHHU, — IPOrPeEMEI 3HAaKOMEBIM T'OJI0C.
— 4 ceryac CIyIugycs.

[To KaKo#-TO HEOOBICHUMOM IpUYuHe beT He X0oTesa npuriamaTth [Jekca B KBapTupy. OHa MOTYIINIa
CBeT B IIPUX0XKEW, BHIIIJIA U3 KBAPTUPHI U 3arepiia 3a co60i OBEPE.

Korpma Bet cniyctunace B Bectu610b, [lekc 6ecemoBan ¢ KoHChepxkeM. Ha HeM OB UepHBIH KOCTIOM
oT Apmanu u 6enasi, BBITOIHO OTTEeHsIBIas OPOH30BHIM 3arap, py0alllka, YepHbIH TaJCTyK ObLI
6e3ymnpeuen. [Ipu Bune bet [leKC BHIIPSIMUIICS U IIOIIEN el HaBCTPeyYy.

— IIpenuyBCcTBUSI MeHS He 0OMaHYJIX: Bbl BHITJIAUTE BOCXUTUTEILHO, — CKa3asl OH U B3SJI ee 3a
pyKy. — IIpomry Bac.

— JoOpwiit Beuep, [lekc, — mposeneTasna beT, 0oT4assHHO KpacHes, ¥ ITOKOPHO IIOCIeloBaia 3a HUM K
JIMMY3KHY, CTOSBIIEMY y IapagHOTO BX0OZa.

— B JlonpmoHe y MeHsI HeT COOCTBEHHOM MaIIMHBI, — 00bsicHUN [leKc. — 91 ObIBaio 3[eCh He4acTo H,
KOT[Ia MpHe3Kalo, BCerya MoIb3yI0Ch yCIIyraMu MpokaTa. Hameiocs, BE He BO3paXkaeTe MPOTUB
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U.qu)epa, betr. K TOMY K€ MHE KaXeTCd, Mbl MOT'JIN OBl OTMETHUTH Hallle 3HAKOMCTBO HECKOJIbKUMH
OokaraMu ITaMIIaHCKOT'O, 4 51 HUKOI'Ta He IIbI0 3a PYJIEM.

— BecbMa mmoxBajIbHO, — CIIOKOMHO 3aMeTuia bet u Ooapuiia €ero JOJIrMM BOCXHIIIEHHBIM B3TJIAOOM.

OH 6bIJ'I TakK 2Ke€ OCJIEIINTEJIbHO KPaCHUB, KaK 1 Had BUE€pPaAIllTHEM Be4depe, U, CUOA PAOOM C HUM Ha
3a[lHEM CHJIEHbE POCKOIITHOTO aBTOMOOuUIS, beT myMana o ToM, 4To TepsieT ronoBy. OHa Habpana
IIOJIHBIE JIETKHE BO3[yXa M BOPYT OIIyTHJIa TOHKUU apoMaT JOPOroro rnapdwoma, KOTOPHIM
nonb3oBascs [ekc. OT 9Toro 3anaxa y beT 3akpyxkuiach rojioBa, U OHa W30 BCEX CUJI CTUCHYJIa CBOU
MaJjieHbKHE KYJIauKH, IBITasgCh XOTh HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUTBCSI.

— Ber, moporas... — Bosnblag ¥ Temnias nagoHb [lekca jierjia Ha pyKy AeBYIIKU. — f HEeIJI0X0 3Halo
Balll S3BIK, HO YTO BHl XOTEJIX CKa3aTh 3TOM (pa3oil — «BeChMa II0XBaAIbHO»? — ITOMHTEPECOBAJICS
OH. — MHe HpaBUTCS Ballla MCKPEHHOCTB, Ballla IPSIMOTa ¥ €CTECTBEHHOCTh, beT. BaM He cienyer
TaK HEPBHUYATh B MOEM IIPUCYTCTBHUU.

BeT ocTOpoXKHO MogHsa I'1a3a. «3HAYUT, X04elllb, YTOOH g Oblia ¢ TOOOM UCKPEeHHeH? — ImoayMaa
OHa ¥ IpuIypunach. — YTo XK, €CNIU THl 3TOTO TaK XOUelllb...»

— Bl ipaBs, [IeKc, s eHCTBUTEIbHO HePBHUYAK0, — CJIerKa JPOoXKAaIliM I'0JI0COM OTBETHIIA
IeByIKa. — JIeyio B TOM, 4TO 5T HUKOTZa IIPexXe He BCTpeyasach C TAKMM 3araJlOuHbIM YeJIOBEKOM,
KaK BBI, 1 HUKTO He 3ae3KaJl 3a MHOM Ha JTUMYy3uHe. ITO... IOPa3UTEIbHO!

Ilexc mopgHec ee PYKY K CBOUM FY6aM " IIoImeJioBall.

— Bel Bemb He GouTech MeHsI, BeT? — TUX0 CIIPOCHII OH U, IPeX[e YeM OHA yCIlella OTBeTUTE,
no6aBuI: — BaM He HYKHO MeHs 60sThCs. S cleaio Bce OT MeHs 3aBHUCsIIee, YTOOL BaM OBITIO
XOpoIIo. $1 yBEpEH, YTO OUeHb CKOPO BBl IPUBEIKHETE KO MHE.

beT ynuBmeHHO mocmMoTpena Ha Hero. KaxeTcs, OH TOJIBKO YTO CKa3all eid KOMIIJIMUMEHT, TOJIbKO
IIO4YeMy TOT'[la ed MOYyausIoCh, OYATO Ha ero Jiuile MebKHYJa HMHUYHAS YXMBITKa? 3aMeTHB
HEeJIOBEPYHMBHIM B3TJISAM [AEeBYLIKH, [IeKC JTACKOBO YIBIOHYIICS U, CIIeTKa IPUTSHYB K cebe,
IIPUKOCHYJICS Ty6aMu K ce J10y.

— He Hapo menath Takoe NKil0, Mos mpuHIilecca. Ceromusi HaM OymeT Beceno. {1 oberaro.

«Mog npunnecca»! OH Ha3BaJll ee «IpUHIIECCON»... COMHEeHUsI beT BMUT paccesiiuch, U mmojadaca
CITyCTSI, cufis HanpoTuB [lekca B caMoM ¢elneHebenbHOM pecTopaHe JIOHOOHA, OHA YOUBIISAIACk, KaK
MOTJIa He IOBEPSATh 9TOMY MyxKunHe. OH OB TOTPSICAIOIIUM COOECETHUKOM — YIIbIOYUKBHIM,
OCTPOYMHEIM, 00asiTeNbHBIM... BeT He Morya oTBeCTH OT Hero ryi1a3. OHa 6oJbllle He UCIIBITHIBAIA
HEJIOBKOCTH B €0 IMIPUCYTCTBUH, U JIMIITL KOTIa OH KakK Okl HeYasTHHO KacaJjiCs ee, B3gparupana u
KpacHena. [IeKc sICHO [aBaJl IOHATh, 9YTO 3aMHTEPECOBaH €10, XOTS beT Bce ellle B 3TO He BEPUTIOCE.

Onu muo 6ecemoBanu, beT coobmuita, 4To ¥ ABaflaTh OOUH 'O U YTO OHA XYHOOXKHUK-TPAadHUK, a OH
B CBOIO OuYepenb MoapPo0HO paccKal3kiBajl, KAKUMU IPEOIPUATHSIME BlIafgeeT, YeM 3aHUMAeTCs, ’
IIPU3HAJICS, YTO B CBOM TPUALIATH TPU UYBCTBYET ce0s JeT Ha ABaAllaTh CTaplle, TOTOMY YTO IOYTH
COBCEM He OTMIBIXaeT.

ber YOUBHUJIaChb TaKOHu OTKPOBEHHOCTH, HO OTHECJIa 3TO Ha CYET €TI0 UTAaJIbAHCKOI'O TEMIIEPaMEHTa.

— Bl Beqib He 13 3TUX KPOBOXKAAHBIX PEMUHUCTOK, KOTOPHIE CYUTAIOT, YTO OOraThIl MyKUKMHA — 3TO
He MyK4YHMHa? — C Y/IbIOKOW CIIPOCHJI OH.
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Ha CEKYHOY beT mokasanocs, 4To 3TO BOIIPOC C ITIOOTEKCTOM, HO OHa TYT XKe 0T6p0CI/IJ'Ia 9Ty MEICJIb.

— Hu B KoeM cnydae. 3HaeTe, OOUH MYy[phIH YeJI0BEK CKa3aJsl, YTO HU OHA XKEeHIMHA He MOXKeT OBITh
CITAIIKOM O0OTraToM UM CIIUIIKOM CTPOMHOM. TaKoBa XKEHCKas CYIIHOCTbD.

IlexC TauHCTBEHHO YXMBUIBHYJICS. Eil 3TO He MOHPaBUIIOCS.

— Xopo1ias geBo4Yka! — ymoOBIETBOPEHHO 3aMeTull OH. — Kak TOJIbKO yBHU[EeI Bac, Cpa3y MOHAJ, YTO
BBl — MOM THII KEHIITUHEL.

Bet 3acThIa OT HEroJl0OBaHUs. ITO ellle YTO 3HAUUT — eT0 TUII XKeHIMUHHI?! A ecrii OBl OHa IPSIMO B
JIUIIO 3asiBUJIa €My, YTO MeXIy TaKOoM, KaK OHa, ¥ TAKUM, KaK OH, He MOXKeT OBITh HU4ero o0Iero?
Yro Torga? OH GBI pacIIAaTHIICS IO CUETY U IMOABE3 ee o Onuxkaiimei aBToOyCHOM 0CTaHOBKU? bet
HabpaJsia MMoJIHbIe JIeTKKe BO3ayXa, YTOOBI BRICKA3aThCs, HO, TSI Ha BHIpaXkKeHUe ero JIuila,
nepenyMasia. MoxeT, OH IIPOCTO XOTeJI CHOe/laTh el KOMIIIUMeHT? HaBepHoe, BCe [eji0 B TOM, YTO
IIexc nHOCTpaHell, ¥ Kak Obl XOPOIIIO HY TOBOPHJI, IyMaeT OH Ha CBoeM si3biKe. Kak Tonbko beT
HalllJla OlIpaBfaHKe ero CTpaHHOBATHIM pedyaM, OHa YCIIOKOUIacCh.

K Tomy MOMeHTy, KOTfla TIofasy IepBoe OJII0f10, IEeBYIIKe yKe Ka3aloCh, YTO OHa 3HAeT 3TOT0
MYKYHUHY BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb.

— YecTHO roBops, [lekc, g Bpsif JId CMOT'y BCE 3TO CheCTh. — BeT IIoKoCusIach Ha YTKY II0f
KJIIOKBEHHBIM COYCOM, CajiaT U3 KapeHOoU CIapXku U ¢puie TPEeCKHU.

— EmbTe CKONMBKO XOTUTE. A 4TO KacaeTcs MeHs, A BpeMeHaMu OBIBAIO IIPOCTO HEHACEITHBIM. — Ero
T'Jla3a CBEPKHYIIH. — Hapmo XKuTh CerogHAIIHUM JHEM U HaCIaXaaTbCsa JapaMu CYJILGBI.

Tak BOT Ha YTO OH HaMeKaeT! MEICIb BIIOTHE MHTEPHAIIMOHAIbHAS U OTKPOBeHHas. Hukakumu
CCBHIJIKAMU Ha UTalbSHCKHUY MEHTAJIUTET ee He CMATYUTh. beT Onlna BM00OIeHHOH, HO He Tynou. Tak-
Tak... ITO OHA-TO «Hap CymbOBI»? [leByIlKa, CaesaBIIas u3 ce0s MOCMEeIUIe B MPUCYTCTBUM KaK
MUHUMYM TPEXCOT HE3HAKOMBIX JIIOEen?

HomxHo ObITH, OH HaJl Hel u3neBaeTcsl. XOPOoII Mofapoyex!

— EmpTe. S He X04y Bac CMyIIaTh, — THXO CKa3a [IeKC, — XOTs JOJIKEH MPHU3HAThCS, YTO HUKTO
Ipexne He OKa3kIBaj Ha MeHS TaKOT'0 MaruyecKoro BO3[EeHCTBHS, KaK BHL. [IyMar0, HaM CTOUT
[I03HAKOMUTLCH IOOINIKE.

OT HeoXKMOAHHOCTH beT 3aKamisanace u 3apAeiiach IIyIIe IIPexHero.

— BrI camu YYBCTByE€TE TO XK€ CaMoe, — 683aHeHHHHI/IOHHO 3agBuin J[lekc, — 1 He MIBEITAUTECH 3TO
OTPHUILIATH. Bnpoqu, ceiyac He CaMBIi IOOXOOSIINK MOMEHT, YTOOBI O6CY}KI[aTB HOJIO6HBIG BOIIPOCHI.

Ei YZKaCHO XO0T€eJIOCh CKa3aTh €My, YTO OH omnbaeTcs, 4To B OJAaHHOM CJIyda€ CaMOYBEPEHHOCTBb
ImoaBeJla €ro, 4YTO OHa HU4Yero He YyBCTBYET II0 OTHOIIEHHWIO K HEMY, HO BMECTO 3TOT'O beT cmokorHO
IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha HETO0 U XO0JIOOHO IIOMHTEPeCOBalacCh:

— Bl Bcerfia Tak rpy0Obl Ha IEPBOM CBUQHUU?

— HeT, — HEBO3MYTHMO OTBETHUJI OH, ITOTSHYJICS Yepe3 CTOJI U B35/ ee 3a PYKY, — TOJBKO C BaMH,
Bet. Pacckaxure MHe 0 cebe — KTO BalllK IPY3bsi, POAUTENTH... 3aMUTE MEHST Pa3rOoBOPOM, S XOUY
CIIBIIIATE Balll TOJIOC...
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«OH HEeBO3MOKeH!» — mogymasna bBeT u ycMexHy1acs.

— YTo KacaeTcs CEMbHU, ee y. MeHs, 110 CyTH, HeT. OTIla He TIOMHIO: OH yMeD, Korfa s Oblna; COBCeM
KpOX0#. BomibIlyio 4acTh XKU3HU 5 IpoBesa B [leBoHe ¢ MaTephio. OHa coOupasnachk CTaTh EeBUIEH,
HO, K COXKaJleHu1o, ee GecTsilei kKapbepe Menany 6eCKOHEYHEIe pOMaHH ¥ 3aMyzKecTBa. Ceryac
OHa XUBET B ABCTpaiiy CO CBOMM IISATHIM MyKeM. f He BUela ee yXKe TPU rofa, X0Ts MBIl U
IepenrckiBaeMcs BpeMs 0T BpeMeHu. — beT 3amonyasna. OHa He mo0una roBOPUTh 0 JIeoHOpE.
Co3HaHUe TOT0, UTO MaTh MPAaKTUYECKH OTKa3aslach OT Hee, BCe ellle IPUYUHSIIO0 el 60JIb.

— 9T0 MHOTOE 00BSICHSIET, — IMpobopMoTan Jlekc.

— IIpocTuTe, 9TO BB CKa3anu? — beT Gblyla HACTOIBKO IOTPYKEHA B CBOM MBICIIH, YTO IIPOITyCTUIA
MHKMO VIIIEN ero IociielHee 3aMeyaHue.

— JTomxHO OBITH, BaM OBIJIO OYeHb 00JIBHO, — THUXO IIPOTOBOPHUII [leKC.

— Jla He 0c00eHHO, — IIOCTIENIHO BO3pa3uiia AeByIIKa, KOTOPYI0 HeCKOIbKO TOKOPOOUIIO
OTKPOBEHHOE COYYBCTBHE B €ro royoce. — 4 npuseikia. K Tomy ke y MeHs ects Mauk. HecmoTps Ha
BCe er0 HeloCTaTKM, OH O4YeHb caBHHIM. KcTaTu, ecnu Ovl He OH, s OBl He BCTPETHUTIA BacC.

BeTt 3amepna. YTo 3T0 OHa TOJIBKO YTO cKa3aja? HaBepHoe, maMIaHCKOe YOapuiio e B rOJIOBY,
VHaYe C KaKOU CTaTH OHa OTKPHITO MPU3HAETCS €My B CBOMX YyBCTBax?

Iexc yXMBUIbHYJICS ¥ TIOOHSAT G0KaJl.

— JlaBaliTe BBIIIbEM 3@ MaMOYKY, KOJJIEKIIMOHUPYIOIIYIO MyXKeii, 1 Maiika, 6€3 KOTOpOT0 MbI C BaMU
HUKOr7a OBl He BCTPETUIIUCE.

Bet mogmepzkaina TOCT, coellaja MajleHbKUH TJIOTOK ¥ IMOCTaBwiIa 00Kaa Ha MeCTO.

— XBaTHUT C MeHs IIaMIIaHCKOI'0, — CKa3ajla OHa U OTOOBUHYJIA OT cebs MONyIyCTyIo Tapenky. — U
@Bl TOKEe XBAaTUT. BHIJI0 HEBEPOSITHO BKYCHO, HO, 60I0Ch, YTO B MEHsI OOJIbIIIE HE BIIE3ET.

— Yro Xk, a s, IoXKasny#, He 0TKa3aJjcs Obl OT fecepTa. — [JeKC MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHO YIRIOHYICS. —
JTio6i0 crmagkoe. — M, moiMaB YOUBJIEHHBIN B3TJISA] €€ 3eJIeHBIX I'71a3, BHE3AIIHO CIIPOCUIT: — XOTUTE
ObITH MOUM flecepToM, beT? I'ma3a geByIIKK pacIIMPUIIKCH OT ykaca. OHa xoTesa ObIJIO BCTATh U
YUTH, HO TyT OH 3aCMesJICs, ¥ OHa HeOXKHUOAHHO AJIs caMoil cebst Toxke 3aysibidanacs.

— 3Haerte, 1 KOe-4TO IOHsIa 1po Bac, [lekc [Ixxopaanau. — beT npuiypunach u BHUMaTEIbHO
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero. — Bel — MacTep ¢dmupra.

— Tompko ¢ Bamu, bet, moBepsTe MHE. TONBKO C BAMHU.

«Ecmu 65l 51 Moria TeOe MOBEpUTh, — IIPOHECIIOCh Y Hee B T'0JIOBe, — TO Bejla Ol cebst mo-upyromy». ¥
Hee OBIJI0O MHOTO KaBaJiepoB, HO KOT7la OHa IIPUHKMaJsla UX IIpUTIallle s I0yXKUHaTh, OHU 0YeHb
OBICTPO Pa304YapOBHIBAIUCE B HEH, TaK KaK BCE WX IOMBITKY ITPOJOJIKUTL BeUep y Hee B KBapTHUPe
[I0JIy4Yaiu JOCTOUHBIYA OTIIOP.

B nocnemguuit pa3 oHa Xo[uIla Ha cBUfaHue C [[91iBOM U3 cocemHero opuca. OHM IPOBENM UyOeCHBIH
Beuep, IMUIN BUHO, 00JITAIN, CMESITTUCh, XOTS IMMOYTH Cpa3y 06e3 CI0B MOHSIN, YTO CMOT'YT OBITh TOJIBKO
nopy3bsiMu. Torma OHa UCIBITHIBAJIA JIUIIb YIOBOJIBCTBHE OT OOIIEHUSI C CUMIATUYHBIM YeJIOBEKOM.
Ceiiuac Bce OblJI0 MHa4ve. beT 4yBCTBOBala Kakoe-TO HEOOLIKHOBEHHOE BOJIHEHME, Ka3aJloCh,
petaeTcs ee cyabba. AGCONIOTHO SCHO, 4TO C [IeKCOM ee CBSI3bIBAa€T BHE3AITHO BO3HUKIIIEE YYBCTBO
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6mu3octu. OHA OBl MOTJIA JIETKO BIIIOOUTHCS B 9TOTO YEJIOBEKA, U MBICIH 00 3TOM OIHOBPEMEHHO U
nyraja, ¥ IpUsiTHO OGygopaxunia.

[ToimaB Ha cebe ee MPUCTAIbHLIM B3I, [JeKC BCKUHY OPOBH.
— V MeHs 4TO0-TO Ha HOCY?
— C BamuM HOCOM BCe B MOPSKe. ¢ MpoCTo JymMasa O TOM, YTO CETrOfHS OBl 3aMedaTeNlbHBIN Beuep.

C BuMy OHa Ka3aJjach BIIOJIHE CIIOKOWHOW U [a’Ke XO0JI0JHOM, XOTS BHYTPHU y Hee BCe TOPeJIo, a Cepale
OUIIOCH TaK CHJIbHO, YTO BOT-BOT TOTOBO OBINIO BHIIPHITHYTh U3 IPyau. Y rojoBa Ijia KPyroM TO JIX OT
IIIaMIIaHCKOT'0, TO JIX OT BOCXUIIEHHUS, TO JIX OT yKaca.

— Brin? Ho oH elre He 3aKOHYMIICS. Y HAc BCS HOYb Briepeau. — OH OIIATUI CYET, BCTal M3-3a CTONa
U IPOTSIHYN el pyKy. — [lolimeMTe. MHe KaxkeTcs, Bb JIIOOUTE PUCKOBaTh. 4 MOKaXy BaM MOe HOBOE
Ka3uHO.

beT nmocnyHo nogHsgsach.

— BuI Takast KpacuBasi! — IpOINIEITa OH, IPUTITHBas ee K cebe U IOIPaBIIss 1Ialh Ha ee Mjiedax. —
[TaBaiiTe CKOpee BHIUIEM Ha BO3[yX, UHa4e 5 COUOY C yMa.

OH BBHIBEJI ee Ha yJIUIy U ycagui B TUMy3uH. beT rngHysa Ha [lekca 4, 3aMeTUB Xa[lHbIY 0JIeCK B €T0
rna3ax, moexunach. OH O0HST ee ¥ TUXOHBKO IIPOILIENTal:

— Co MHO¥ BaM Heuero 00sThscs, Ber.
— ¢ 3Ha10, — 4eCTHO OTBETHJIA OHA.

CHGHYIOH.II/IG HECKOJIbBKO MUHYT OHH IIPOBEJIN B IIOJTHOM MOJTYaHUH. Hakonern JIMMY3UH OCTaHOBHUJICA
BO3JIe Ka3uHO. beT BRITJIAHYJIA B OKHO.

— JTO ¥ eCTh Ballle Ka3uHO? — Pa3049apoOBaAHHO CIpocuia oHa. He ObII0 HUKAKUX HEOHOBBIX OTHEH,
3aMaHYHUBHIX BEIBECOK — HHAYero. HebombIioe 3uaHue U3 4epHOT0 MpaMopa C I1030JI0YeHHOM [IBePhI0
¥ KOJIOHHAM¥ B T€OPTMaHCKOM CTHIIE.

— He Tepmmio moka3yxu. [IeKc IIOMOT e BEIOPAThCS W3 MAIIKUHEL U, B35B 32 PYKY, YBIIEK 3a COOOI.

Kak TOo/nbKO OHU BOIUIM, K HUM HaBCTpeUy HeMeMJIeHHO OPOCUIICS CMYTIIbIM ITPU3EMUCTHIN YEJIOBEK,
KOTOpOro Jlekc mpeAcTaBull Kak MeHeIXKepa Ka3uHo MUCTepa binaka. BiIsK MOKIIOHUIICS, 3aCThI, a
IIOTOM CJIOBHO PaACTBOPUJICS B BO3AYXE.

BeT paHbIlle He JOBOAUIIOCH OBIBATH B KA3WHO, II03TOMY, Korfa JleKC MpoBes ee B OTPOMHBIH 3aJT CO
MHOKECTBOM XOPOIIIO OFETHIX JII0[e, OHA pa3HepPBHUYAIACh, CIOBHO HAPYIIIHIA KaKyo0-TO 3al0BeIb.

Ia elre 3TO BeJIUKOJIeNe — TUTAHTCKNE XPyCTalbHbIe JIIOCTPHI, aHTHKBapHas Me0enb... Boomb cTen
CTOSITA PA3HOIIBETHBIE UTPOBBLIE aBTOMATEHI, 60JIbIIIE TOX0XKHKE Ha epCoHaxel GpunbMa «3Be3MHBIE
BOMHEI».

— BHI BRITTISIOAUTE OIIEIOMIIEHHON, — 3aMeTun [lekc, — HUKOraa paHbIlIE HE OBIBa/IM B KA3UHO?

— Hukorma, u IIOBEPHUTE HE MOT'Y, 9YTO CTOJIBKO JIIOfEel TOTOBE TPATUTh JEHBI'Y TAKUM o6pa30M, —
PE3KO0 0TO3BaJlaCh ber.
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Ee oTBeT, Ka3anocs, YOUBHUII €T0.

— Torpa THI ellle HUYETO He Bupena, 6301, — 0TOPOCUB IIEPEMOHUH, CKa3al OH, yIa4HO UMUTUPYS
aMepUKaHCKHUM aKIeHT. — [[ep:KuCh 3a MeHs, KPaCoTKa, U 5 MoKaxy Tebe, YTO 3HAUUT XOPOIIIO0
IIPOBOJUTHL BPEMSI.

— WUpuot! — Bcnbinuna bet u, 0CoO3HaB, YTO OH ITPOCTO APA3HUT ee, mobaBuna Oonee MATKO: — Kakoi
UOuoT!

— Jla, HO Tebs TaK MPUSITHO APa3HUTH, JOPOTas.

B 9TOT MOMEHT K HEMY ITOJOLIENT MUCTED BJI3K ¥ 4TO-TO IMPOIIenTas Ha yxo. YiarOka Ha nule [Jekca
roracina.

— Ilpomy mpouienus, bet, HO MHe HYKHO OTIYYUThCS B oduc. Ecau xouelnb, MOXKEIIh MOUTH B 6ap
UK onpoOy# cHrpaTh B pyNeTKy. [laBai s MpoBoxKy Tebs HaBepx B APYToM 3ail.

OH 00XBaTHII €€ 3a TaJIKI0 ¥ ITOBEJN 3a co00i. BeT ¢ u3ymiieHueM risaeia Ha Hero. Kyna mencs
obasiTebHEIN ¥ YIRIOUnBEIY [Tekc? YTo 3a uenoBek oOHUMaN ee? OUueHb MHOTHE JIIOOY 3T0POBAIKCEH C
HHM, — a OH JIMIIIb CIeP2KAaHHO KUBAJI B OTBET. 3[eCh, B KA3WHO, OH OJIHIIETBOPSII BIIACTh U
MOTYIIIECTBO, €T0 OOSITTUCH ¥ YBaXKaIlH.

Ber moexwunacek. Tako# 4e0BeK He BHYIIAI el HUYero, KpoMe 6€30T4eTHOT0 cTpaxa. 2KeCTKuH,
0e32KaIOCTHBIM, XOJIOMHLIH [ierell.

Korpa onu HakoHel mopHsanuch HaBepx, [leKc ocTaHOBUIICS, U beT mouynuinoce, 4To oH coOGupaeTcs
ee IOIeJI0BaTh, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 OH HAaKJIOHUJICSA K Hell ¥ CKa3all:

— B aToM 3ane urpaiot mo-kpynaomy. bnak gact Tebe ¢uiku, 4ToOH TH TOXKE MOTJIa IIOUTPATh.

[Tourpats? — ynusunack bet. — [la 1 B «gypaka»-TO TOJIKOM He yMel0 Urparth... [[eKC IoABeN ee K
OJHOMY U3 CTOJIOB.

— Becenucs, beT. 4 CKOpo BEPHYCE.

— A MHe Heqb3sI IOUTH C TOOOM? — BHE3aITHO BhIIIA/IMIIA OHA ¥ CaMa UCITyTranach COOCTBEHHOMN
CMeJIoCTH. — f He a3apTHBIM YeJIOBEK U He yMero urpaTth. Kpome Toro, MHe He X04eTCSI 0CTaBaThCs
OIHOH B TOJIIIE HE3HAKOMEBIX JIIOEH.

ThI ocenuTeIbHO KpacuBa, bet, — 0TBETUII OH, KOCHYBIIKUCH PYKOH ee IeKU, — S IOKOHYY C JejlaMu
ropaspmo OvicTpee, ecnu Te0st He OyIeT PSIoOM, IIOTOMY UTO MHAUYe MHe IIPUETCs BCe BpeMsi
OTBJIEKATHCSI, YTOOHI ITOCMOTPETH Ha Tebs, moHsma? — ETo ceprle rias3a aykaBo 61ecHymu. — Th
IIPEKPACcHO IIPOBEHeIh BpeMsi, HUKTO He cTaHeT Te0s 6eCIIOKOUTh. Bce 3HAIOT, YTO THI IPHIIIA CO
MHOH.

— Hy, napmHo... — HEyBEepEHHO MPOrOBOpHUIa beT u mo4YyBCcTBOBAjA, KaK OH KPEMKO CXKaJjl ee PYKH B
3HaK IIPU3HATEIbHOCTH.

OHa ormsperna 3an ¥4 BOPYr 3aMeTusa 3HakoMoe nurio. ITon. OH Bcerfa BEIAENANICS U3 TOJIIIHL.
BBICOKMH, OTIMYHO CIOXKEHHBIN OJIOHANH, OH ITPOU3BOANII BlleYaTIeHUE 3TAaKOTO 9KCLEHTPUYHOTO
opuruHana. B cBou nAThOECAT TPU OH OBILTT B BEJIMKOIEITHON (OpMe U BHITJIAMEN IT0 KpalHei Mepe JieT
Ha NSTHAALATh MOJIOXKE.
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[Tonn Moppuc. CloBHO O4yBCTBOBaB B3r1A beT, oH 00epHyJics, U roay0ble rila3a U3yMJIEHHO
CBEPKHYIH, KOT{la OH yBufesn ee. [IINpoKo yIEIOHYBIIKCH, OH TBEPOOM IIOXOOKON HAIIPABUJICS K HEH.
CrpaHHO, OH Bpofe Obl lomKeH ObITh B MTanuu. Heyxkenu Tak cKopo BepHycs? UYTo kK, oHa OymeT
paga ero KOMIIaHUH.

— Xopoio, — cka3ana bet [lekcy, — MOXelb UATH, 5 TeOs ITOM0XKAY.

— Ho on He oTBeTH1, ero B3I ObII IPUKOBAH K CTPEMUTEINIbHO IpubnuxKasuieMycs ITomy
Moppucy.

— Her, THI IIpaBa, Tebe Jyqiie IIOUTH CO MHOH, — He OOIIyCKalOoIITuM BOBp&)KGHPIfI TOHOM 3afBHUIJI OH K
HaXMYPHIICSA.

Bert 6rina o6eckypakeHa: HeyKeIu UX 3HAKOMCTBO ¢ [10J10M MOTJIO BEI3BaTh TaKyl0 PeaKIUio?

— BeraHu, pagu BCEro CBSITOTO, UTO ThI 371€Ch felaelnsb? — 1oy ORICTPO MOIeIoBas ee B TYOH U, He
[laB el OTIOMHUTHLCS, C HEKOTOPBEIM TOP2KECTBOM IOrisafen Ha [lekca. — [IKOpOaHHHU, S CIIbIIIAN, Thl
KyIuJI 9TO 3aBefieHre. Mou 1o3fpaBlieHNuss. — 3aTeM OH CHOBa II0BEPHYJICA K beT. — 4 He
IIO03peBal, YTO Thl 3HAKOMa C MUCTEPOM [I:KOpHaHHU.

— 4 gymana, Tel B UTanuu. — yAUBIIEHHO IIporosopusa ber.
HecsiTh nHel Ha3a OHU BMeCTe yxKuHau, ¥ [1on 00bIBUII, YTO ye3KaeT B CBOe MoMecThe B TocKaHe.

— ¢ Tam OBIT ¥ CHOBa ye3Xkat ceromgHsi. — 101 IOCMOTpeIT Ha Yackl. — JTO IIPOCTO OEeT0BOM
IBaAIlaTUYETHIPEX4aCoBOM BU3UT. BO3HUKIN IPOOIEMBL, U S BHIHYKIEH OBIT ITPpHUeXaTh, I0O3TOMY U He
no3BoHuI Tebe. Hy, xBaTuT 000 MHe. UTO TH 371eCh fenaelrb? TH Ke TepPIeTh He MOXKeIllb a3apTHEIe
UTPHL...

BeT oTKphisia poT, YTOOL OTBETUTH, HO eft moMelnan [ekc. OH BIaCTHO IPUTSHYTI ee K cebe u
MOBOJILHO PE3KO0 CKa3all:

— Jlegu co MHOM, Moppuc. M y Hac eCcTb CPOUHOE [IeJI0, KOTOPOEe MHI IOIKHbEL 00CYyAUTh HaelHe, He
TaK 1, Joporas?

Ber maxe NUKHYTH He ycIiena, Kak [[eKc BAPYT IoIleioBal ee. ITO OB CKOpee CUMBOJIMYECKUN
TIOLIeNTyi, HO BeT efiBa He NUIIKIIACH YYBCTB.

— 41 Hapeloch, TH 3HAEIb, YTO Mefaelllb, betr, — 3ameTwa [1oy1 1 MHOTO3HAYUTEIBHO IIOTJISAAEN el B
rasa.

— Ia, ITon, — otBeTuna beT u ynei6Hynack. [1o1 B3MOXHYI: OHA y2Ke B3pOCyasi XKeHIIMHa — Korja-
HUOYyObh HEYTO TOJ00HO€E MOJIKHO OBLIO TPOU30UTH.

— Tol 9yenoBek cBeTCKuM, Moppuc, 1 1 yBepeH, — 4YTO THl HAC MOUMeEIb, — CyX0 cKa3an [lekc. — A
Teleph I03BOJIb T0XKeJaTh Tebe yoauHO! UTPH ¥ U3BHMHU HaC.

OH pa3BepHYJICS U TOIIeN IPoYb, yBeKasd 3a coboii beT. OHa TONBKO ycIesia 00epHYThCS U
KpUKHYTE [lomy: «YBugumcs!», Tak Kak yxKe dyepe3 HeCKOJIbKO CEeKYHT [leKC BTaIIuI ee B KaKyi0-TO
KOMHATY, y IBEPU KOTOPOH CTOSJI OXpaHHUK C OYIbI0KbUM JTUIOM. [[BEPh TYT K€ 3aXJIONHYJach, U
Bet oka3anace ofvH Ha OOUH C [IeKCOM B IIOJIHOU TEMHOTE.

— Moppuc TBOU APYr? — XPUILIO CIPOCUII OH.
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— [la, o4eHb XOpoIIui... — Y Hee He OBIIO IIAHCOB 3aKOHYUTD IPeIokeHue: TyOr [Jekca 6yKBaIbHO
BITUJIHCH B ee T'yOHI.

IeKc CXBaTHII ee ¥ TPy00 IPHKAJ K CTeHe. MHCTUHKTHBHO BeT MomkITamach BEIPBAThCS, HO HE
cymena. OHa 4yBCTBOBaja ce0s COBEPIIEHHO OECIIOMOIIHOM B 00BATUSIX 3TOTO CUILHOTO MYKYHUHE,
KOTOPHIY ellle HelaBHO OBbI/T HeXKEH U IIpefyIpeauTesieH U 3a00TUiIcs o Hel, Kak OyaTo oHa Oblna
IMKOBHHHEIM IIBETKOM.

U Bopyr 4uTo-TO npou3ouio. CHavasa OHa OTBeprajia ero HaCTOMYUBEIE JIACKU, a IIOTOM yXKe
OTBeYasia Ha HUX CO BCEeM CTPACTHOCTHIO, Ha KOTOPYIO TOJIbKO Oblna criocobHa. [IeByIliKa mepecTana
COTIPOTHBIIATECS ¥ 00BHUJIA €T0 IIel0 pyKaMu. Ero ry0sl CMSATYUIINCh, 1 OH HEMHOTO OTIIYCTHII €€.
Pyxu Bet cKomb3unu 1o ero BojiocaM, ryObl OTBeYany Ha ero nouenyu. OHa OLlyTHUia, KaK KakKObd
MYCKYJ €r0 Tejla Hallpsarcs, ¥ BAPYT...

— Her! — 3amaHuKOBaia OHa u OTTOJIKHYJIaA €ro.

— locniogu, 4TO Xe THI CO MHOMU fefaels? — Mo4YTu npocToHan [lekc. [Ipoio HeCKOIbKO MUHYT,
mpexie YeM OH OTHOBIIIAJNCS. — ¢ Mogo3peBas, YTO MHe IPUOETCS HEJIerKo ¢ To0OM, HO U
[IPEeCTaBUTh He MOT HACKOJIBKO.

Ceppue Bet 6umock Tak OBICTPO, YTO OHA He MOTJIa TOBOPUTE.

— 41 ObInT IpaB, KOrjia X0TeJ OCTaBUTh Tebs B 3aje, — MPOHIoKan [IeKc, — THl He IIPOCTO KPacuBa, ThI
cHorcmmbaTenbHa, Musas. [TofineM oTCiofa, TOKa He TPOU30LIIO0 HUYEr0 TAKOTO, B Y€M ThI TIOTOM
Oymeurb yopekaTh MeHS.

OH B35 beT 3a pyKy U BEIBEJT U3 KOMHATHIL.

OHH ¥ 1aTa He yCIeNu CTYIUTh IO KOPUMOPY, KaK CHOBA MOSBUJICS MUCTEP BII9K U MPOBOOUI UX
000UX B CBOM KaOMHET.

OcTaToK Beuepa OEeBYIIKa ITpOBejia Ha AuBaHe B ouce mucrepa binaka, ciyias, Kak JJekc
00CyXmaeT KaKKre-TO BOIIPOCH CO CBOMMH CIIyKAIUMU. DTO MIMIOCh OeCKOHeYHO, 1 beT 3ackydania.
Osa OblyTa paja, KOrfa CoBeIlllaHKe HaKOHeIl 3aKOHYHUIOCh U JIeKC MPemIOKUI OTBE3TH €€ NOMOM.

[TpoBomWB ee 0 mBepel KBAPTUPHI, OH Imoo0ela I03BOHUT B JeCSATh YaCOB Ha CIedyliee yTpo,
IIOIIeJI0OBasI Ha MpOoIaHue U yIIesl, faXxe He MBITasiCh HAaIPOCUTLCS Ha 4Yalky Kode. Bo3BpaleHnue
OBLTIO TAKMM CTPEMHUTENIBHEIM, YTO beT TOIhKO moMa MpHIlia B ce0sT ¥ CMOTJIa ITOABECTH UTOT 3TOT'0
(haHTaCTUYECKOT0 OHS.

CHauana OBIII0 YTPO, AOMAIIHKUE XJIOTIOTHl U TOMUTENIbHOE 0XKUJaHNe, CMEHUBIIEECS MTOCIEITHBIMU
c6opaMu 1 BEJIUKOJIETTHEIM Y2KMHOM B pecTtopaHe. OHa BCIIOMHMIIA I'TyOOKUM, 3aBOPaKMBaOLIUN
rojoc Jlekca, MPUKOCHOBEHUE eTo pyKu. [ToToM Ka3uHo. M 9T0 cTpaHHOe 6ercTBo 13 GOMBILIOrO 3ana,
re OCTajCs YOuBIeHHHIH 1071, TeMHass KOMHATa, HACTOWYMBEIE ¥ CTPACTHHIE OOBSATHS. ..

Ona OblsTa B CMSITEHUHM, €€ TEJI0 CHOBA IIBIIalo, TPYOb B3OBIMAJIACh U CepAne KOJIOTHUIIOCE TaK, CIIOBHO
OHa TOJIBKO 4YTO 3aHOBO II€PEXKUJId UX CTPEMUTEJIbHOE cOnuxKeHue.

W HakoHeIl... HAKOHEI] 0XKHIaHNue B KOHTOp€ Ka3WHO, I'me eMy OBLIIO HE [0 Hee.

CrpanHoe 9T0 Ob1710 cBUfaHue... M Bce-Taku beT uyBcTBOBasa cebs cyactnuBoi. OHa HHTepecoBasa
ero! Kak xopo1io, 4To 0OHa Hafiella 3TO YepHoe m1aThe! BeT ¢ 61arogapHOCTLIO0 TOCMOTPeIa Ha CTYI,
Kyfa II0JI0KWjla CBOM BEUEPHUHU HapS[.
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Ycragimast, Ho cyacTiuBasi, beT 3abpanach B IOCTENb U MOMBITalaCh 3aCHYTh. [IPOIIIO OBa Yaca,
IIpexXae 4YeM OHa CMOTJa caenaTh 3T0. CJI0BHO 3aHO3a, €M He JaBaJl IT0KO0SI BOIIpOC: modemy Jlekc
BOPYT PEIINII He OCTABJISAThL ee OOHY B 3asie? M moToM: moueMy CHavalla OH HaCTauBasl Ha TOM, YTOOH
OHa urpasa, a IoToM, Korga K Heu nogouen Ilosn, nepegyman? CTpaHHO BCE 3TO, CTPaHHO!
Bo3MmoxHo, [lekc peBHyeT! Pa3ymeeTcs, OH peBHyeT! A 3TO 3HQUUT...

U Tyt Bet 3acHymna c 671axkeHHOH yNIbIOKOW Ha JIHIIE.
I'maBa TPETHA

Korpma oHa mpocHynachk, IpKOe OCEHHee COJIHIIE Y2Ke BOBCIO CBETHUJIO B OKHO. beT mpoTepria riasa u
yneiOHymack. CerogHst yTpOM OHA YyBCTBOBasa ce6st HEOOBIKHOBEHHO CYACTIMBOM, U BCE OTTOTO, YTO
Hexkctep [IxkopmanHu 6eCLIEPEMOHHO BTOPI'CS B €€ KU3Hb U 0e3pa3febHO 3aBiafesl ee IOMBICIaMH.

— Jlekc... — BCIyX CKa3asa oHa. — [lekc, [lekc, [lekc...

[leByllIKa BCKOYMIa C KPOBATH U, IIOIPLITaB 110 KOMHAaTe, HallpaBUiach B Oylll, HameBas I10f HOC
KaKyI-TO TIYIIyI0 IeCeHKy. He moums mojMeTpa g0 BaHHOU, OHA BAPYT 3aCThljla Ha MecTe. YTo 31O C
Heil TBopuTcsa? O ueM oHa nyMaet? Heyxenu... Bmo6i1eHa? HeT, 3TOro mpocTo He MOXKET OBITh, BEIb
OHa IMO3HAKOMHUIIach ¢ [leKCOM TONBKO mmo3aBuepa! beT Bcerma ropaunach, 94TO B OTIMYKE OT CBOEH
MaTepu HUKOTTa He MO03BOJIsga MyXK4YWHaM IMoO0UpPaThCs K HEW CIUIIKOM 0mu3Ko. 2Ku3Hb JIEOHOPH
ybemuia ee B TOM, YTO HACTOSIIIEH TI00BU He cyInecTByeT. I1Iioc mepeq ria3amMu Bcerga Ovim Maiik,
MEHSBIIAY MOAPYXKEK Kaxayo Henemo. Tak 0 Kakoii 1I06BU MOXKET UATH pPeyb?

U Bce ke bet BmoOunach. Bimrobumack ¢ mepBoro B3riasga. IT0 ObUIO O CMEITHO, eCITH ObI
ITPOM30IIIO He ¢ Hel. Bemb MMEHHO OHA BCerja TBepIuIa, YTO TI00BH C IIEPBOT0 B3TIsOa He OIBAET.
U Bo0OIIIE, TI000BL — BEIIb PeaKasi. A BOT TEIEepk...

BeccnopHo, [leKkCc — caMbIi IOTPSCAIINY MyXK4YKMHa Ha CBETe, ¥ OH HaBEepHSKa IIPEeKPacHo
IIOHMMAEeT, YTO OHA OT Hero 6e3 yMa.

[Tpu ogHOM MBICTH 00 3TOM BeT rycto mokpacHesna. Pa3ymeeTcs, OH 3HaeT 0 ee 4yBCTBax. [la 1 Kak
eMy He 3HaTh, eCJIM BYepa BeYyepoM OHa SICHO fajla IIOHATH, YTO OT OGHOTO TOJIBKO €ro
IPUKOCHOBeHUS OyKBa/IbHO B3pkiBaeTcs. «Het! — BeT MoTHy7a ronosoii. — Hert, HeT u HeT!»

YToOBI OTOTHATh IPOYb BOCIIOMUHAHUS O €T0 MOLENyAX, OT KOTOPHIX MypaIlky 0exkany y Hee 110
CIIMHE, OHA 3aJie3JIa IO AYLI ¥ BKITIOUWIIA JIEASHYI0 BoOy. X0JIOof OTPe3Bui ee. Yepe3 HECKOITBKO
MUHYT, 00[Ipasi ¥ IIOCBeXKeBINasi, OfieTasi B TEMHO-CHHUE OpIOKYU U 0enyio IeaKoByio 01y3Ky, beT ¢
aImeTHUTOM IIOTJIONIAla CBOM 3aBTPAK — KYKYPY3HBIE XJIOMbS C MOJIOKOM M TOCTBI C KITYOHUYHBIM
mxemoM. [Tocre BTOpo# yamrky Kode oHa OKOHYATENIbHO yCIoKounack. Cerogus oHa OymeT BeCTH
cebs cmepxkaHHo B 0611ecTBe [Jekca. OHa He CTaHET eMy YIsI0aThCS U He TT03BOJIUT BEPTETH COOOH,
CIIOBHO MapuOHETKOM.

Yac cnyctsa [leKc yxKe CTOSJI B IBEPSAX €€ KBapTUPHL.
— Pa3sBe g He 3aciyXKui yneibKu? — 0CBEJOMUIICS OH U JIYKaBO IIOIMUTHYII.

beT 130 BCcex CUI cTapajach COXPaHATh CIIOKOMCTBUE, HO IIPU BUAe [leKca, CKIIOHUBIIET0Cs Hax Hel
B 0XKU[aHUHU TIOLIENYS, ee Cepale NpefaTeabCKu OPOTHYIO0. «OH MpeACTaBiIseT OaCHOCTh, eMy
HeJb3s 0BepPsSiTh, — MOBTOPSJIA OHa 1po cebs. Ho Kak MoxKHO OBIIO TTepen HUM yCTOSTh? 4 1 cama
IIPeOCTaBIISI0 ONTAaCHOCThL», — YCIIOKOMIa OHa cel4.

OTUM yTPOM OH 00J1a4UJICS B BBHILBETIINE T'ONyOble IKUHCH], YePHBIH IIyJI0BEP U YEPHYIO KOKaHYI0
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KYPTKY, OTJIINYHO CHUOEBIIYIO Ha €TI0 IINPOKHUX IIJIedaX. OH OBIJT BEJIMKOJIEIIEH He TOJIBKO B CTporux
Be4YEPHUX KOCTIOMaAX.

I'ma3a BeT CKONb3HYIH [0 ero JTagHo# Gurype. 3aMeTuB BEIpaXkeHue ee nuila, [lekc
MHOTO03HAYUTEIbHO YXMBITbHYIICS.

— Moxert GBITL, IIPpUTIIaCUIIb MEHA BoiiTH, beT, unu g OOJI2K€H CTOSATHh Ha IIOPOre BECh JIGHB?

— Her... Her, koHeuHo. [la... [Ja, Bxogu, — npoMamMinuia bet, MyduTenbHO KpacHes U OTCTyIas
Ha3aj. 3BOHKUY UCKPEeHHUM cMeXx [lekca CMyTHUJ ee elile OOJbIIe.

OH TpoIes B TOCTUHYIO ¥ OTTIAAENICS, Kadas TOJIOBOM.
— OTO COBCEM HE TO, YTO S OKUIAJ YBUOETE.
BeT HeMemeHHO OpocuIach Ha 3allUTy CBOETO JOMa.

— 4 XKUBY 37€Ch TOJIBKO ITapy MECSIIEB, a AJISI TOTO, YTOOH! BCe 00YCTPOUTH — KYIMUTh MeOelb, HOBLIE
o0ou U oCTalbHOE, — HYKHO BpeMsi. U meHbru.

Bet 6ecrioMoiHo 0CMOTpPeach B TOCTUHOM, CIIOBHO IIBITAsICh YBUOETD €e I'ma3amu Jlekca.

KpoxoTHasi KOMHaTa, Ha CTeHaX JII00MMEIE TOCTePH! beT, B 0HOM YTy pacroiaraeTcs OrPOMHBIN
CTOJI C KOMIILIOTEPOM, B IPYTOM — TE€JIEBU30D, HAIIPOTUB KOTOPOT'0 CTOUT 04YeHb YO0OHOE KPecyuo u
ny0OoBbIi KodelHbIN cTonuK. Ha momy BansioTcs nyhuky, KoTopble beT HefaBHO Kymuia Ha
pacmpopaxe. B o0mmeMm, rocTuHas NpoU3BOAnIIa 01aronpusTHOE BlieyaTieHne — Bce OBLUIO0
IIPONYMAaHO [0 MeJIbYalllluX feTajleu.

Ilekc maruyn K ber.

— 4 He xoTen TeOs1 06umeTh. MHE HPABUTCS, KaK TH BCe 3[[eCh YCTPOUIa. ITO TaK IOX0XKe Ha Te0T —
sIpKKe, HaCHIIIeHHEIe IIBeTa, HO 0e3 KPUKIIUBOCTH.

— Ara... — HeyBepeHHO 0T03Bajiach ber.

— 4 OvIn yOuBJIEH, YBUAEB TBOM NUCbMeHHBIN cTO. Cyas 10 BCeMY, Tl IPHHOCHIIEL paboTy JOMOH,
9TO 3HAYMUT, YTO THI YEJIOBEK CePhEe3HBI U OTBETCTBEHHEIN.

— IIpocTo s 0010 3KCIIEPHMEHTHPOBATh U, Korfa paboTaio Haj KaKUM-HUOYOb IPOEKTOM, BCerfia
CTapaloch IpUAyMaTh KaK MOXKHO 0OJIbIlle BAPUAHTOB, YTOOHI ITIOTOM BHIOpPATH JIyYIINM.

— BribpaTh ny4muii... — 3aJyM4uBO IMOBTOPUII [IeKC ¥ CHOBA OTMISAfEeNCS. — JTO BIeYaTiserT.

Betr Habmromasa 3a HUM, 3aTauB OoixaHue. Ero nuio OBI0 COBCeM OJIM3KO0, ¥ el 10Ka3ajioch, YTO OH
coO0upaeTcs IOIEI0BATh €€, HO OHa OIu6ack. BMecTo 3TOr0 OH MOOHSI PYKY ¥ yOpas HEMOCIYIIHYO
IIPSIOb €€ BOJMIHUCTHIX KALITAHOBHIX BOJIOC, YIIABIIKX Ha J100.

— Ecnu TH He Co6npaem505{ OTBECTHU MeHs K cebe B CIIaJIbHI0 — MCKTIOYUTEIBHO C 9KCKYPCHUOHHBEIMHA
LensaMu! — Torga Ham Iopa UuATH.

WTax, oH ONATH ee OPa3HUT.

— 4 yBepeHa, 4TO TH HUKOTHA He XKMAellb 0C000T0 IPUriallieHus, 4To0s 06CieioBaTh CllaabHIO
JKEHIIUHE, — Chs3BUIA beT. — THl IPUHAAIEXKUIID K TOMY TUIY MYKYKMH, KOTOPHIE CYUTAIOT, YTO
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OHU — MIYTI 3€MJIH.
Iexc omoOpPUTETEHO XMBIKHYI.
— A THI yXe Hemnoxo MeHs u3yuyusa. C To60¥ CTaHOBUTCS OIACHO UMETh HeJji0, MUas.

OH B34 ee 3a PYKY, 4 4epe3 HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT beT yxke cupena Ha IepegHeM CUeHbe YEPHOT 0
«BMB». ¥ [lekca ObI710 OTIMYHOE HACTPOEHUE, ¥ OH BCIO IOPOT'Y pa3BiieKas ee 3a0aBHHIMU
VCTOPUSIMHU O 3asMAJIBIX UTPOKAX U IIPOCTO CIIyYalHBIX [TIOCETUTEISAX, KOTOPHIX OH BCTpedasl B Ka3UHO.

Bonbure Bcero bet pa3Becenuia uCTOpUsl — 00 OOHOY ITOXKUION JIeIH, KOTOpas IyTellecTBOBasa 1o
Cpenu3eMHOMY MOPIO Ha O0PTY OOHOTO U3 CaMBIX POCKOIIHKIX JTaHEPOB, KCTATH, IPUHA/JIEKABIINX
Hexcy. [Tocne mocemenus CULIUINE 3Ta HOCTOMOYTEHHAS CTapYIIEHIIUS 3asiBUIaCh HA MOCTHK K
KalUTaHy U [10XkKaJloBajach TOMY, YTO ByJIKaH JTHa He U3BepraJl JlaBy, Kak e moobemianyu B
TYPUCTUYECKOM areHTCTBeE.

bet cnymarna [lekca, OTKPHIB POT. BEIJIO 04E€BUOHO, YTO OH OTHOCUTCS K CBOEMY eNly OYeHb
cepre3Ho. Ero rimaBHEIM 0duc pacmonarancs B Pume, HO OH BeYHO pa3be3xKall [0 MUPY, HaBelas Bce
CBOMU OTEIH, JTalHepHl ¥ Ka3WHO 110 KpalHel Mepe pa3 B rofl. B HacTosIee BpeMsi OH OCTaHOBUJIICS B
OJHOM M3 CBOUX JIOHOOHCKUX OTeJiel 1 3aHuMaJsics 6usnecom B AHrnuu. Emie y Hero Ovlia KBapTupa B
Hrto-MopKe, HO OH Ipefno4nTan PUM — HMEHHO TaM OBUI €r0 HACTOSIIH [OM.

To, 4TO OH PacCCKa3all el 0 CTHJIe CBOeH XM3HHU, JOJIKHO OBITIO pa304apoBaTh ber — Begb oH
IIOCTOSTHHO OBITI B pa3be3gaXx, — HO KaKUM-TO 06pa30M 9TO JINIIOb PAa33a40pPHUJio ee. YToHYEHHHIH,
YBepeHHBIﬁ B COOCTBEHHOM HEIIOBTOPUMOCTH Q)HHaHCOBbeI MartaT ¥ OTHassHHO COIIPOTHUBIIAIOINAACS
€ro XkeJje3HoMy 00asTHUIO XyOOXKHHIa — BOT KaK 3TO OOJIZKHO OBIITO BEITJIAOETH CO CTOPOHEIL.

3acnylaBIIuch paccka3amu [lekca, beT 1 He 3ameTnia, Kak MallliHa ITIOKUHYJIa TOPOACKYIO
MarucTpajb U Bhlexajia Ha CeIbCKYyI0 Hopory. [JeKC Bce TOBOPUJI, U MOPILIMHKY Ha ero JI0y MOHEMHOTY
pasriaxuBanuch. OH yXKe He BHIJISAEN TAKUM CaMOYBEPEHHHIM, lake Kak OyATO IIOMOJIOfe, 1
BEIpaKeHUe ero JIUIa CMATYUIOCh. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO OTTOT0, YTO OH OBLI OFET IIPOCTO U caM CULeT 3a
pyJeM, a BO3MOXKHO, ¥ OTTOT0, YTO BOKPYT HUKOT0 He OBLIO ¥ OH MOT II03BOJIUTH ce0e pacciaduThCS.

— 4 o cux nop He 3HAI, KyJa Mbl HallpaBigeMcs, — CKa3asa beT, neTasiCh OTBIE€YBCA OT MBICIIEH O
Iexkce.

— 4 roBopur. [IpocTo Thl HEBHUMATENBHO CIIyIlajia, — YXMBUIBHYJICS OH, TSI, KaK OHa
cMmytunacs! — Ml emeM B Hero-OopecT.

— A THI 3Haelb JOPOry? — He YHUMaJsack ber.

— He Bonnyiicsi, goporas, Ha Ciydal, eclid MBI 3a011ynumcs, B 0araxkHUKe JIeKUT KOp3UHa C eoi.
MBI CMOZKEM II0ECTh B MallIMHE.

Ho sroro um gemnath He mpuinochk. OueHb CKOPO [JeKc IpunapkoBajcs Ha 0004uHe BO3Jie OIYIIKY.
Briiigst u3 Mamuusl, bet orngpenach. barpsHble, XKeJThle ¥ 30JI0ThHE JINCThSI KOHTPACTHAPOBATIHU C
TEMHOU 3eJIeHbI0 COCEH. B Bo3ayxe BUTaI HEYJIOBUMBIN, 10 0011 3HAKOMBIN apoMaT OCEHHETO Jieca.
BeT maBHO He YyBCTBOBaja ce0s TaKOM CYaCTIUBOM.

Ilexc B3I ee 3a PYKY U IOBeN B 1ec. Kpyrom, HeCMOTps Ha OKTAOPS, 1e6eTaau ITHIH, 10 COCHOBEIM
BETKaM IIPHITaIy HEYTOMOHHEIE OeIKY. 3acCIIbIaB ary He3BaHbIX TOCTEN, MaJleHbKIM 0JIeHEHOK
MICIIyTaHHO B30PHIKHYII U CO BCeX HOT Opocusics mopanblie B yamly. beT Oblna B BOCTOPTe.
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Korga oHu BepHYIHUCH K MaluHe, [lekc mocTan u3 6araxHuKa KOP3WHY C IPOBU3UEH U OMEsiIo,
KOTOPOE PacCTENU y TIOOHOXKUS BEKOBOTO yba.

IeHb BHIJAJICS YAUBUTEIBHO TEIIBIM. [IeKC CHSJT KYPTKY U MOCTENUN ee A beT, 4To6H et Ob1I0
MAT4Ye CUAETh. 3aTEM OH OTKPBUI KOP3UHY U JOCTa OTTYAa YEPHYIO UKPY, MAIITET U3 T'YCUHOU
NeYeHH, LBIIIeHKa-TPIb, 6yTepOPOIEL C CEIPOM, CBeXMe GPYKTH U LIaMIIaHCKOoe. Y CIieBuIas
nporonofaTthcsi, bet 6rICTPO mpornoTuia 6yTepOpoybl, 3anuia WX IaMIIaHCKUM H... 3aCHYJIa.

[TpocHynach 0OHa OTTOTO, YTO KTO-TO IIIEKOTas el yxo. beT Me[jieHHO MPUOTKPhI/Ia OOUH T'J1a3.

— Tl BHITJISIOUIND YyIEeCHO, KOTIa CIIHUIIb, — MPOIIENTasl 3HaKOMBIH T'0JI0OC C JIETKUM HUTaTbTHCKUM
AKIIEHTOM.

[lekc nmexas psAgoM C HeU U TPAaBUHKOU LIeKOTall ed yXo.
— Kyna menach kop3uHa? — npobopMoTasa OHa.

Korpa bert 3acthimnarna, KOpP3HuHa C emou pacmoiarajlaChk MeXOy HUMH, CIIy2Ka CBOGOGpaSHBIM
IIOTrPaHUYHBIM 3HAKOM.

— Takasa KpacuBad... Camo COBEPHIEHCTBO, — IIPOAOJIZKAJ llexc, nejysd ee B HOC.

Bet 3amepia oT yxaca. OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa TEPIKUI 3amaxX ero OfeK0JIOHa, OIIyIIaa xKap, C KOTOPEIM
ero ry0bl KacaJluch ee JIUIa.

— 41 yOpan ee, mOTOMY 4TO TH He coOMpaach IPOCHITATHCS, @ MHE HEITPEOdoIMMO 3aX0TEI0Ch
OOHSTH U IIOIIEJIOBATH TeOsI.

Yro oH u crenan. Ero Temsble ryObl KOCHYIHUCH ee I'y0, 1 BeT Ha MrHOBEHUE yTpaTuia 4yBCTBO
peanbHOCTH. OHa 3aKphila I71a3a 1 61akeHHO pacciabuiacs.

— TolI cBOgUIIL MeHS C yMa, bet, — mpoienTan [lekc ¥ ¢ HafeXaou 3arjisHysl ey B rja3a. —
[TocMoTpu Ha MeHs1, Mumas. Trl Oygemrs Moewn?

BeT B ykace mepHynack. Ee 3eleHble T7la3a pacIIupUIuCh, OHa mobmenHena. Habmonas 3a ee
peakiuei, [[eKC yCMeXHYJICS.

— He oTBeuaerlnb, Mosi ciagkas? Torga mo3Bojib MHE YOeIUTh TeO.

Bet Grina B maHuke. ETo BnacTh Hafl HeM MPOCTUPANach CIUIIKOM [ajieKo, ¥ OHa HUYETro He MOTTIa C
3TUM TIOfENaTh.

— Ho... — nonsiTanack OBI7I0 BO3PaA3UTh OEBYIIKaA, HO OH IIPEPBall €€ HOJITUM U CTPACTHBIM ITOLEIIyeM.
bet noHsma, 4TO mmonanack B IOBKO pacCCTaBJIEHHBIE CETH. Osna He Mor1a 00JbIIe IIPOTHUBOCTOATE €T0
JIaCKaM M OTBETHUJIa Ha HOHGJ’IYI;I.

— Haxkownen-to, — IIPOTOBOPHUII Ilekc, — HaKOHeIl A BHXY, YTO HY2K€H Tebe. B 9TOM HET HUYETo
IIOCTHIOHOT O, berT. T‘IYBCTBO MO€ CTOJIb CUJIBHO, YTO 3TO MIPUYHNHAET MHE 00JIb.

Bet nexarna Ha ofiesiyie, He B CUJIaxX MomeBenuThcs. OHa He CTala COIPOTHBIATHCS, Koraa Jlekc
TIPUHSJICS PAaCCTETHBaTh ee PyOalrKy.

— TrI TAK KpPaCuBa... — CHOBaA IIOBTOPHUIJII OH, X1 B30X 0JTaXXeHCTBa BEIPBAJICA U3 I'PyOoHU ber.
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['y6r1 [lekca HaCTOMYMBO JTacKajy KaXkayio KIeTOUKy ee Tesla. beT HUKOra mpexpe He 03BOJIsIa
HYU OOHOMY MYyXYUHE HUYero mofo6Horo, HO nepen [lekcoM oHa Obiyia abCco0THO GECTIOMOIIHA.
CBepIIUIOCh TO, Yero feByUIKa Tak 60s1ack: oHa 60JIbIle He MOTJIa CKPEIBATH CBOU YYBCTBA II0
OTHOIIEHUIO K HeMy. OH ObIJT TaK HeXKeH ¥ HETOPOILIUB U B TO K€ BPEMS TaK ropsid ¥ HEHCTOB, YTO
Bet noka3asock, OyATO OHa BOT-BOT JIMLIMTCS YyBCTB. CTOH HACTIaXkaeHUsI COpBaics ¢ ee ry6. Ee
MUT, H... [leKC IPUHSJICS PacCTeruBaTh MOJTHUIO Ha ee OPIOKaX.

Ber 3anaHukoBasa. ITOro OHa AONMYCTUThH He MOIJIA.
— Hert! Her, [Iekc! — BOCKJIUKHYJIa OHa ¥ OTTOJIKHYJIa ero. — 4 He mMory!
U xoT4 KaxXpas YacTH4UKa ee Tejla xkejana 61u3octu ¢ [JeKkcoM, CTpax IepecuuBall.

— HeT? — XpUniaeIM 0T CTPaCcTH I'ojIoCOM Iepecupocu [lekc. — Tsl He MOXKelllb MHe 0TKa3aTh... He
ceituac, bet... — Ero rjasa nuxopamo4yHo 6ecTeny, a rpyab 6ypHO B3gsIMaach.

— IloxkamyiicTa, OCTAHOBUCH... — B3MoJuiachk beT. Cie3sl HaBepPHY/IUCH Y HEe Ha IJla3a.

Ha cekyHOy e¥ MOKa3ayock, 4To JJeKC IPOUTHOPUPYET ee Mojs0y, HO B CIIedylolliee MTHOBEHHE OH
yXKe Jiexall Ha CIIKHe PSOM C Hed U CMOTpes B He0o.

— MHe Xajb... — eJie CJIBIIIHO IIpomieriTaia Bet. OHa Bce ellle He MOrJia HprITPI B cebs mocie
CJIY4YUBIIIETOCA M CaMa He 3Halla, 3a YTO U3BUHAETCA.

— He Gornblne, ueM MHe, — OTBETUII [[eKC, U B €r0 rojioce MPO3ByYaso HeuTo, II0X0XKee Ha yrpo3y. —
¢ mpe3uparo XeHIIUH, KOTOPble UTPAIOT B 3TU UTPHL.

Ber ycTaBuach Ha HETo HEBUAAIIMMY I'1a3amMu. OHa He MOTJIa IIOBEPUThL CBOUM YyinaM. Eine MUHYTY
Ha3aj OH OBII IBUIKUM BIIOOIEHHBEIM, a Cefdac IPeBPaTHUIICS B 03JI00IEHHOT'0, 0KECTOUYEHHOT'0
nuHuKa. Ero HelaBHO GeCTeBIINE T/1a3a CTaau BAPYT KaKUMU-TO 0€CIIBETHHIMH, XOJIOIMHBIMYU 1
PaBHOOYIITHEIMU.

— 3acTeraucs! — pe3Ko cKasan oH. — MHade g Mory 3a0bIThCS U cHieiaTh ¢ TOO0M TO, YeTo TH Tak
X04Yelllb, HO OOUIIbCST MTPU3HATE.

Ero cnoBa 60nbHO pe3aHymH ee 1o cepary. OHa onmyCTuIa OJIHbE CJie3 I7la3a U IPUHAIach
HeIIOC/TyIIHBIMY IaNbIl[aMy 3acTeTuBaTh pyOamKky. OH OB He IIpaB: OHa He X0TeJla TaKo OJIM30CTH.
He xoTena, 4TOOH TaKOE BaxkHOE COOBITHE B €€ KU3HU — B UX XKU3HU — [IPOU3OIIJIO B JIECY, IO
IlepeBoM, Tfie 10001 IPoe3Kaloluii MUMO MOT UX BUAETh, HE X0TeNa, YTOOH OH OBNafell elo,
IIOAaBIINCh MUHYTHOU CTPACTH.

ber 3aKyCHJla I"y'6y B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH BUHOBAT B ImpoucCimegimeM He MEHBIIEe ee. Benb 310 0H
cobma3usan ee. OHa TIIOOHsAJIaCh Ha HOTH U IIOCMOTpPEJIa €My IIPAMO B I'jia3a.

— Ecnu 65l TH OBITT I2KEHTIBMEHOM, — TBEPAO CKa3aJia OHa, — TO He 3aBe3 Obl MEHS YepT 3HAET
Ky[a, YTOObI TPOCTO CO MHO¥ TIEPECIaTh.

— Ecnu... Ecnu 651 51... — ['ma3a [lekca HanuaIuch SpocThio. — M Korma Xe s IOyMHeI0 U HauHy
YUUTHCS Ha COOCTBEHHHIX omKOKax? Thl COBCEM KaK MOs... — OH 3alHYJCA, U beT 3aMeTnsna, Kak
Pe3K0o U3MEHHUTIOCH BhIpaXkeHue ero nuua. — JlagHo, 3abyab, 4TO A cKasall.

OH moaxBaTHUI KOP3UHY, OfIesI7I0 ¥ OBICTPHIM IIaroM HaIlpaBUIICS K MallluHe, HO beT He coOupamnach
TaK JIETKO OTCTaBaTh OT HETO.
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— Thl He MOXKelIb TakK YiTH, [IeKC, — meBYIIKa eJle MocrneBana 3a HuM. — CoBceM Kak — KT0? Ha
KOTO ¢ moxoxka? — OHa moiMasa ero 3a pyky.

On IIOBEPHYIICA K Hel H, TJIAHYB Ha HE€e CBOMMHU JIEOAHBIMU I'JTa3daMH, BHE3AITHO 3a'OBOPHII:

— Tl moTpsicarolas OeByInKa, beT, a s TpoCcTo MOIOYMHBIN TPUAYPOK. 1 OOIKEH OB TPUKIEI
IOJyMaTh, pexae yeM qo0uBaThCs OT Tebsi B3aUMHOCTH mocpeny j1eca. — OH BEIMy4YeHHO
yneIOHYIICS. — TH COBCEM I0HOE, HEBUHHOE CO3[aHue, U Tebe HyKHO IepPKaThCs IMOAaIbIle OT TaKOTro
Heropsis, Kak 5. Tebe Obl O0JIbIIE MOMOIIENT MYyKUYKMHA [TOCTAPIIEe, KOTOPHIK OB CMOT OIIEHUTH TBOIO
noOpomeTenb.

Bet maxmypunacsk. OH ynei0ancst, HO B rja3ax OBIJIO BCe TO XKe 3710€ BhlpaxeHue. Y 4To 9T0 3a HaMek
Ha «MyK4uHY noctapiue»? Koro on umern B Buny? Heyxenu Ilona? Heyxkesnu oH ¥ BIpaBay peBHOBAI
K [Tony mocne Toro He3HAUYUTENBHOTO 3MK304a B Ka3uHO? Het, [leKc He MOXKeT ee PeBHOBATh.
HomXKHO ObITH, B HEM, KaK U B JTI000M MyXKYMHE, CUIAT COOCTBEHHUK, UJTU... UJIA OH IIPOCTO HE X0YeT
0TBeYaTh Ha ee BOIPOC.

— A g gymato, TH u30eraels 0TBeTa Ha MOM Bompoc. ThI CKa3al, YTO 5 HallOMKUHAa Tede KOTo-To.
Koro?

— Thl HAcTBIPHAS MaJleHbKas IpHUCTaBajla, — CKa3aJll OH, IIpUBIIeKas ee K cebe. — 91 uMen B BUIy
CBOIO cecTpy. Tl COBCEM Kak OHa. CjiaBHas leBOYKa, KOTOpas HU 3a YTO Ha CBETE He BCTYIIUT BO
BHeOpAuHYIO CBI3b C MyXK4uHOM. CHavasa Tkl OBl X0Tejla HafleTh 00pydyasbHOe KOJIeYKo Ha MajbyuK,
ma?

OH moHMMal ee 4YyBCTBa... Y beT He ObIIO MPUYKMH COMHEBATHCS B €70 UCKPEHHOCTHU. B3mox
o0eryeHus BEIPBAJICS Y Hee U3 TPYyOu.

— Tl Tak XOpOII0 MeHs 3Haelllb! — yIbIOHYTach OHA.

He Tak xopo1i1o, Kak X0Tesochk Ob, HO BCe ke y MeHs TaKoe OIIYIIeH’e, YTO 0YEeHb CKOPO S
HaBepCTal ynylleHHoe. BrpoueM, obela, 4To He CTaHy TeOsi TOPOIIUTS.

* % x

[TaTe mHeH cmycTst BeT cTosina Bo3je 3epkasia U 1r060Baack COOCTBEHHBIM OTpaxkeHueM. HoBeHbKOE
KaIlleMHUPOBOE TaJIbTO KPEMOBOT'0 I[BeTa, KYIIJIEHHOE Y OJHOTO U3 JYYIINX UTAJIbTHCKAX MOIEILEPOB,
cunesno 6e3yKOPHU3HEHHO.

[Tocrne BoCKpeCcHOro NUKHUKA beT Buaenacsh ¢ [leKcoM KaxXkabli feHb. OHU BMeCTe yKUHAaIU U MHOTOa
obemanu. [leKkc yMynpsiacs HaXOOUTh YKPOMHbBIE MECTEUYKH, KDOXOTHEIE PECTOPAaHYUKHY, TTie HUKTO He
MOT HapYIIUTh UX UAUINI0. B 00eeHHEIN ITepepriB OH 0TBO3MUJ beT B KaKoi-HUOYIb CelnbCKUil 11ab,
OHU CafUINCh B YTOJIKEe ¥ TOBOPUIIM, TOBOPUJIH, TOBOPUIN... B OCHOBHOM OHU 00CyKHanu CBOU
MYy3HIKaIbHBEIE TIPUCTPACTUs: beT o6oxkana IntoHa [IkoHa, Toma [IkKoHCa u omepy; [lekc — Kak
WUCTUHHBIN UTANIbSIHEIl — ToxKe ObT 6€3 yMa OT OIephl, 3HaJl Hau3yCTh MHOXKECTBO apui, HO, KOTa
IILITAJICS UX I€Th, eBYyIIKa 3aThIKalla YU, C TPYAOM caepxkuBas cMeX. OH 4ygOBUIIHO (aslbIIUBHIIL.

Korpa xe Bet 00bsicHsIIa eMy, 4TO paboTa 00513bIBaeT ee MPOBOAUTE JOMa XOTs Obl Tapy BEYEPOB B
HeJeJIio0, OH ¥ CIIyIIaTh HUYEro He XKeJjall, XOTS U COTJIaCHUIICS OTBO3UTh €€ MOMOM POBHO K
ONMHHAML[ATH YacaM.

O6br9HO [IeKc IPoBOXKaJl ee 0 KBAPTHUPHL, 1IeJI0BajI Ha Ipollanue u ucuelan. OH Bes ceds
0e3ynpedyHo: HUKaKUX CEKCyalbHBIX IPUTSI3aHui. M TeM He MeHee OHM Bce 0oibie CONMMKaNuCh.
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OH npuHUMan XKUBOE y4aCTHe BO BCEM, YTO IIPOKMCXOAUIIO B ee KU3HU. BOT manbTO — OH KYIIUI el
ero BYepa, KOTa BHITALIUI ee ¢ paboTkl BO BpeMs o0efa u IOBeJI B ONWH M3 CAMBIX JOPOTHUX OYTUKOB
B JIoHOoHe.

CHauara [leKCc HamepeBasCs KyIIUTh €4 HOPKOBOE MaHTO, HO BeT Tak 0T4assHHO COIPOTUBIIAIIACSH,
YTO OH eJie YTOBOPHUJI €€ Ha 3TO MajibTo. «Thl KpacuBas KeHIIKWHa, KOTopas JOCTOMHA HOCUTh
KpacCHBhIe Bellld, — CKa3as OH. — {1 /mo0m0 AHTTIHIO, HO TEPIIETh He MOTY 3[elIHui KuMaT. 1
IIOCKOJIBKY TH HE TOJIbKO KpacCHBas XKEeHIIKHA, HO ellle U MOs XKeHIIMHa, 5 He TI03BoJIi0 Tebe
3aMepP3HYTh U MOOXBATUTh IPOCTYHOY>.

9TO0 ero «Mos XKeHIIHHa» Clierka 3afiesio beT, Ho YTO-TO B TOHE ero rojoca 3acTaBUIIO ee
COT'/TaCHUTBCA.

CremyroIIaM Be4epoM OHU TYJISIU 10 HabepexKHOM, B3SBIINCH 32 PYKH, U BeT MEICTIEHHO
no6arogapuia Jlekca 3a TO, UTO OH HACTOSI Ha CBOEM: B 3TOM IaJIbTO €i OBLIO HE X0IO0NHO. XOTS,
nofo3peBana bert, He 6ynb manbTo, OHA GBI BCe PAaBHO He 3aMep3yia, Bedb PAAoM OvUT [[eKC, KOTODPHIN
COTpeBaJj ee OLHUM CBOUM B3TJIAOM.

Onu nunu Kode B KPoXoTHOM Kade Ha Oepery Tem3nl, Korga [leKc mMpemnogHec el CBOM TTaBHBIN
CIOPIIPH3.

— 41 yxe roBopu Tebe CerofHs, KaK Thl TPeieCTHAa? — CIIPOCHII OH U B3SI7I €€ 3a PYKY.
— Ia, — ¢ yneI6KO# oTBeTUNa beT, — mioXkuHY pas.

«Kak x&e OH KpacuB!» — mogyMasa oHa. iHora oHa fgaxe Iumnana ce0si, 9ToOb yOemUThCS, YTO BCE
IIPOUCXOfsIIee He COH, TaK CHUJIBHO SIBb OBITIa II0X02Ka Ha CKa3Ky.

— 9rt0 Bce TH, beT. Trl GyKBanbHO OKOJIIOBaia MEHS, U g Beqy ce0s Kak IOCIefHUN TIyIell.

— Twi? I'myner;? Hukorma! — paccMesiniack fieBylIKa. — Tl Befellb ce0s1 KaK MOIIeHHUK, TIIYT...
— ['mymel, MOIeHHUK — Kakas pa3Hunia? Yro Okl TaM HU OBIIO, 3TOT YEJIOBEK 3aBTpa yJIeTaeT.
— Tl ye3xkaemb? — BeT He cyMmena CKpBITh CBOET0 pa3odapoBaHus. — Korga? 3aBTpa?

— Tak momy4usock, 4To s obelran cBoel cecTpe OBITh Ha MpUeMe I10 CIy4alo JHS ee POXKAeHUS. ITO
OymeT 3aBTpa BeuepoM, B Mtanuu. Ho mpo6GieMa He B 9TOM. B moHenenbHUK 51 0oKeH ObITh B Hblo-
PIopKe. Y meHst Macca gen, bet. O6bI4HO g mpHue3xkalio B JIOHOOH He Yallle ABYX pa3 B I'0fl, II09TOMY ThI
IIOHMMaelllb, YTO S He MOTY [0JIbllle 3[eCh 3alePKUBAThCH.

Yewm Gosbllle OH TOBOPHJI, TEM TsKejlee CTaHOBHUIOCH y beT Ha cepplie. BoT u KoHell cKa3ke.
[IpexpacCHBIN IPUHI] Ye3KaeT 3a TPULEBITh 3eMeJlb.

— Pa3ymeercs, 1 Bce MOHKMMal0, — C TOPbKOM UpOHUEN mporosopuia bet. — KTo 3axo4yeT nmpoBecTu
BCIO XKU3Hb B 0TeJle — IIyCTh faxe B CaMOM POCKOIIHOM oTejie JIoHgoHa? — Ee rojoc npepaTenbCcKu
OPOTHYI. [leKC HeMe[JIeHHO OTpearuposat:

— Mou OThe31 HE O3Ha4YaeT KOHEIl HallluX OTHoIeHu, beT. OT0 TONBKO Havyaso. Thl MOXKeITh
BCTPETUTH MEHA B HBI-O-I/IOpKe. 41 060 BceM 1'[03&60‘-IYCB, 1 MBI OTJIMYHO IIPOBEOEM BPEMI.

Bet mo6nenuesna. OH mpefiaraeT ek moexath 3a HUM B Heio-Mopk. Heyxemnu [Iekc gyMaeT, 9TO OHa
ITPOCTO TaK OPOCUT CBOI PaboTy, Apy3eii, KBapTupy? M 4TO 03HAYaeT 9TO ero mpemnoxenue? OH xKe
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He IIPUTJIaCHUII €€ Ha NEeHb POXKIOEHUA CBO€eM CECTPHI, 3HAYHUT, HE XO0YEeT, YyTOORI €TI0 CEMbSI 3HaJjla O ee
CylieCTBOBaAHHUH.

OueBUOHO, OH BCETO JIUIIb COOUPAETCS MOPa3BIeUbCH.
— VI3BMHU, HO MO#i OTBeT: HeT. B nmoHe#ebHUK MHe Ha padoTy, — OBOJILHO Pe3K0 cKa3ana ber.
— PasyMmeercs. ['nymo Ob1JI0 ¢ MOel CTOPOHEL TPOCUTE Te0s 00 3TOM.

IleKC OTIYCTHII ee PYKY, I03Bas ObUIMAHTA, OIJIATHII CUET i OTBEJ ee K MaIlIMHe. 3a BCIO OPOTY OH
He IIPOPOHMUII HH CJI0Ba. BeT 6pocasia Ha HEro KpaCHOPEUHBEIe B3IJISA/E, HO OH Ka3ascs
TIOTPYXeHHBIM B COOCTBEHHbIE MEICIIE 1 He o0pallla Ha Hee HUKAKOro BHUMAHHUS. 3HAUHT, eT0
nefiCTBUTENIHO HHTEPECOBa TOMLKO ceKC. UTo X, OHO ¥ K JIy4IleMy: BOBpeMs OHa pasrafiala ero
MCTYHHEIE HaMepeHHUs. A Bellb TaK JIeTKO 6blI0 OTGPOCHTh BCE COMHEHHUS U COTTIAaCUThCS Ha
KaHUKYH B Helo-Hopke...

Haxkoner] ouu nogbexanu K oMy bet. [leKC 0CTaHOBUJI MAIIMHY U IIOBEPHYJICS K Hel.
— Cxkaxu MHe, BeT, KOJbIl0 KaK-HUOY b TIOBIIUSIET Ha TBOE PeIlleHre? — CIIPOCUIT OH.
beTt B3gporuysa.

— Komp110? — Ee ria3a BCUBIXHY/IU HENOOAEIBHOU PafoCThIO.

— Ynousnena, bet? IToce TOro, 4T0 IPOK30III0 B BOCKPECEHBE, 5 TIOHSJI, UTO 3TO €IUHCTBEHHO
BepHOe peleHne. J xouy, 4ToOH TH Bcerga Obljia CO MHOM.

Bet Oblyla HACTOIBKO OIIEJIOMIIEHA €T0 HEOXKHIOAaHHBIM IIPEOJIOKEeHNEeM, 9YTO He CyMeJla CKPHITh CBOU
BOCTOpT.

— Tol uMeels B BUAY 00pydanbHOE KOIbIO?

— Pa3ymeeTcs, — OH 3aCyHYJ PYKY B KapMaH IIHIXKaKa ¥ U3BJIEK OTTyMa MaJeHbKYIO 6apXaTHYIO
Kopo0OouKy. — Hazeioch, Tebe MOHpPaBUTCS, MUIas.

OH OoTKpHLI KOPOOOUKY, ¥ beT yBunesna ussiuHoe 30710T0e KOIeYKo ¢ OpuainauToM. Y Hee OBIIO
TaKoe oIlyuieHre, OYATO BCE e MEYTH CTall PeaTbHOCTEHIO.

— Tl cepre3H0? — BeT Bce elle He Bepuila CBOeMy cUacThio. — Thl cepbe3H0? — OHa nepesesa
CYACTJIBEIE TJIa3a C KoJblla Ha Jekca. — ToI ITI0OUIIL MEHS 1 X0Yelllb Ha MHEe XKEeHUTHCS?

— BesycnoBHo. — JIeKC Hafien KOIbIIOo e Ha masel. — MoxXellb CYUTaTh ce0sl ITOMOJIBIEHHOM.
— ITomonBnenHou?

— locmomu, THI TAyIIeelh IPSIMO Ha rla3aX, — YCMeXHYIcs [IeKC ¥ BHUMATEeJIbHO IIOCMOTPET Ha ee
u3ymiieHHoe nuio. — Hy a Teneps, Kora Mbl 0QUITMaIbHO TIOMOJIBIEHH, ST MOTY HaKOHEI]
paccumuThBaTh Ha B3aUMHOCTR? [ToxKamyiicTa, CKaxu «ga». Thl Beib caMa 3TOT'0 X0Yelllb.

— Ho 3T0 BCe Tak HEOXKUAAHHO... fl BCe paBHO He MOTY eXaTh B Hbm—PIopK, — 3aMKasiChb OT BOJIHEHUS,
nporoBopuiia beT. — B noHefenbHUK MHE HYKHO Ha padoTy.

I'ma3a [lekca cy3unmuch — KaxeTcs, IIoBefeHre beT pa3gpaxao ero.
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— THI, KaK Bcerpa, lpaBa, — CIIOKOMHO CKa3aj OH, — 5 caM o0ellla, YTo He CTaHy Te0s IMOATOHSTh.
— O Her, [Iekc, — TpsxHyJa rojaoBou bet, — s He 3T0...
— Tcc, Ber, TH ycTana, a g IEITaloCh Ha TeOs MaBUTh...

OH BHIIIEeNT U3 MAIIMHEL, OTKPHUT OBeplly beT u, mogxBaTUB ee Ha PYKH, CJIOBHO MYIIUHKY, IOHEC [0
KBapTHpPHL. Y BXOJla OH OIIYCTUII €€ U IOIleI0Bal.

— C mocTesbio MOXKHO TIOH0XK/IaTh, HO He 3a0bIBail: THl MPUHAJIeXKUIIs MHE. S BEPHYCh B IISATHUILY.
Bynp ymHULEHN.

OH moMor el OTKPHITh ABEPb, TACKOBO YIBIOHYJICSA Ha MpolllaHue 1 ucuel. beT ocTanach CTOSTh
mocpenu roctuHoi. Ee cepptie 6emeHo Konotunoch. OHa momornieHa. JIekc moouT ee. OHU OOJIXKHEI
ITOKEHUTHCS.

OHa cpenarna HECKOJIBKO IIar0oB 110 KOMHATe U, o0eccusieHHasi, pyxHyna B Kpeciio. Ha narnblie y Hee
CHSJI0 KOJIBLIO, TofapeHHoe [lekcoM. Pa3Be 3T0 He mOKa3aTeIbCTBO ero o0Bu? Y noueMy oHa
II03BOJIUJIA EMY YUTH?

Huyero, oH mpaB: BIIepeay y HUX ellle eCTh BpeMs. B IMATHHUITY OHa ITOKaxkeT eMy, KaK CHIbHO ero
JIIOOUT. ..

I'maBa YETBEPTAA

BeT crnapiko 3eBHYIa ¥ OTKPHIIA I1a3a. 3BOHUI TenedoH.

— IIpoctu, uto pa3dyngun Tebs, beT, — nporpemMen B TpyOKe 3HAKOMBIH T'0OJI0C.
— Hwuyero, — mpo6opmortaina ber.

— 4 B a3poMOPTY ¥ He MOT He IM03BOHUTE Tebe mepen oTIeToM. MHe HYKHO OBIJIO CIIBIIIATh TBOU
ronoc. Hy, ¥ Kak TaM M0s fparoleHHas HeBecTa?

— 2Kaneert, 4To oTmycTHia Te6s MPOIIIEIM Be4epoM, — YeCTHO IIpu3Hasack ber.

— U B cetiuac MHe 006 3TOM roBopuIlb! — mpocToHan [lekc. — bBe3xkanocTHas, 5 XKe yleTan yepe3
HeCKOoIbKo MUHYT! [IpugeTcs OTIoXKUTE 3TO 00 naTHULEL. Ciao.

B noHepmenpHUK yTPOM, Korga bet Borta B oduc, ee muiio cusiyio. Terneps Bce OBITIO MO-APYTOMY: OHA
TIOMOJIBJIEHA, BIIEPENU ee XK[eT [oras U cYacT/InBas XKHU3Hb C CAaMbIM ITOTPSCAIOUIUM MYXKYHUHOM Ha
CBeTe, 4Yero ele MOXKHO XKelaTh?

Yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT BCSI pupMa oxajla U axasa, o0cyxkmas nmoMonBKy bet. Kaxmbiii cuuTan
CBOKM [OJITOM TOJOUTHU K Hel U NO3OPaBUTh C IPEACTOAIINM 3aMyKeCTBOM. Bce 3aaBasny BOIIPOCHI,
pasTsgabBaiy KOJIbLo, U 0YeHb CKOPOo beT moyyBcTBOBasa ce6st abCOMIOTHO BEIMOTaHHOM.

EnBa moxpaBirch 06eieHHOTO epephiBa, beT u ee moppyra Mapy HanpaBUIKMCh B OnuKaliliee
Kade, roe oHM OOBIYHO IIEPEKYChIBAIH.

— Hy xe, Bert, kT0 0H? YeM 3aHuMaeTca? f xo4y, 4ToOH TH paccKa3ajla MHeE BCe C CaMOT0
Haudana. — Mapu Oblsia Ha fBa rofia ctapie beT, BbICOKasi, TOHEHbKas, C 6€JI0OKYphIMU TYCTBIMU
BOJIOCAMU ¥ IIPOHUIIATEILHEIMU TOyObIMY TJ1a3aMu. — Thl Oyellb TPofoIKaTh padoTaTh mocie
3amyxkecTBa? Korma cBagb0a?
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Hap mocnemaum BompocoM bet mpusagyMmanack. OT [lekca He OBIIO HY CITYXY HH AYXY C CYOOOTEHL, U ¥
HUX He OBIJIO BpeMeHu 00CymuTh gaty. K Tomy ke BeT BOpyT mpHINIO B TOJIOBY, U4TO [IeKC TakK U He
CKa3aJjl e¥ mpsMo, YTO JIIOOUT ee.

«Trl mOOUIIL MEHS U XOUelllb Ha MHE JXEeHUThCA ?»
«be3ycnoBHO».

Y To, KaK OH cfesias el mpemyioxenue... Komeuno, [Iekc He OB I0X0K HA POMaHTHKA, HO BCE Ke OH
MOT ObI TPOSIBUTE OOJIbIIIE SHTY3HWa3Ma, 0O0JIbIle 9MOIUH. B caMoM YKPOMHOM yTOJIKE €€ TYIIH
TI0CeNIUIIach TPEBOTa.

Bet cama He 3Haja MoYeMy, HO el BHE3AIIHO PACX0TeJIOCh JeIUThCs C Mapu cBoel pamocThio. OHa
JIUITH COOOBIINIIA, YTO ee TAMHCTBEHHOTO XKeHMXa 30BYT [IeKC ¥ YTO OHU ITO3HAKOMUJIUCEH Yepe3
o0mux mpy3ed. Y 4To oHa BMoOMIach B HETO C IIEPBOTO B3TJISAAA.

— Ilonarato, 4TO TH AEUCTBUTEILHO JTIOOUIIb €T0, — 3aMeTHia MapH, OT KOTOPOM, KaXkXeTcs, He
YCKOJIb3HYJIa IlepeMeHa B HacTpoeHuu bet. — Ho 3amyxkecTtBo, bet... He CIUIIKOM /iU IOCIEIIHO?
Trl cama 3Haelnb, 4To OypHBIe pOMaHE YaCTO 3aKaHYMBAIOTCS HeyoayHEIMU OpakaMu.

Ber numb KMBHYJa B OTBET, a KOT{la BEPHYJIaCh BeuepoM JoMoM, Oblia yXKe He Tak CYacT/IuBa U
yBepeHa B cebe. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OHa efiBa 3HaeT [lekca. Kak MOXKHO CBSI3EIBaTh CBOIO XKU3HB C
YeJI0BEKOM, 0 KOTOPOM HEHM3BECTHO MOYTH HUUYEro, KpoMe TOT0, YTO OH (paHTacTUYecKu OoraT?
JTro0uT nmu oH ee? Cephe3HO I BCE 3TO?

Ho crouno bBet YCIBIIIATh €T0 I'0JIOC, KaK OHa CHOBa pacClBeliad. OH ITO3BOHUII €11 OKOJIO IEeBITH
Bedepa u C006H.II/IJ'I, YTO BO3BPAIIAE€TCsA PAHBIIIE.

— Camoret npuOLIBaeT B Cpefy B IOJIOEHb.
— Kakue guynecHble HOBoCcTH! — BOCKIHMKHYyna bet. — 4 cky4arsa 1o Tebe.
— Ia... 94To XK, 5 TOXKe CKyd4al 1o Tebe, — paBHOOYIIHO OTBETUI JIeKC.

Ero ToH moka3sascs beT oueHb CTPaHHBEIM, HO IIOTOM OH HaydaJsl pacCKa3kIBaTh €¥ 0 mpobieMax, u3-3a
KOTOPHIX BHIHYKJ€H BEPHYThCS paHbllle, U beT B3moxHya ¢ 061erdeHreM: IpOCTO PacCTPOEH.

Oxa3srlBaeTcs, MOKYIIKa Ka3MHO MIPOIJia He TaK IJIafko, KaK paccuuThiBal [lekc. ['maBHbIT
YIPaBISAIINAN, XKeHaThI YeJI0BEK MATUNECATH LIEeCTH JIeT, 3aBejl UHTPUKKY C MOJIOJEeHbKOU
ceKpeTapIiel 1 BOIIPEeKH BCEM IIpaBUjIaM JOBEPHUJI AEBYIIKe Kof ceiida. B moHemenbHUK OHa He
osIBUJIach Ha paboTe. MucTtep BIsk MO3BOHU €l TOMOM U BHISICHUII, UTO OHA yeXajla Ha BEIXOOHLIE U
TaK ¥ He BepHYJack. Torga yIpaBsIOIUi IPOBEPUII ceiid u 00HAPYKUII, YTO BMECTE C CeKpeTapIiei
Iporiajia JOBOIbHA KPYIIHAs cyMMa fieHer. [Tonunus Oblla HeMeOJIeHHO OMOBelleHa, M HavyaluCh
aKTUBHBIE ITOUCKY BOPOBKH.

— MHe Xanb, 4To y Tebs nmpobnemsl, [lekc, — cka3ana bet, — HO 51 6e3yMHO pajia, YTO THI
BO3BPAIIAEIILCS.

— IIpoctu, uTo 3arpy3un Tedst cobcTBeHHBIME ITpobneMamu, beT. K coxkarneHnuio, s He CMOTY
mpuexaTh K Tebe, Kak TOJIbKO Ipubyny B Aurnuio. 2Knu MeHs K 4eTeipeM. Mel moobeaeM u
TIOPAHBIIIe JISTXKEM CIIaTh.

Ber Orlna paga, 4To ero HEeT PSANOM U OH He BUOUT, KaK OHa II0KpacHesa. BrpoueM, cyas 1o ero
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TOJI0CY, OH U TaK BCE€ 3HaAJI.

BeT mpugupy4uBo Orjsigena TOCTUHYIO — BCe Bpoe 0wl Ob1I0 Ha MecTe. OHa CIEeIMaabHO B3sIa
BBIXOIHOM, YTOORI IIOOTOTOBUTLCS K mpue3ny Jlekca. XomoguabHUK ObIT 3alI0JTHEH IPOBU3KEH, B
BeJlepKe CO JIbIOM OXJIaXK[asiach OyTHIIKA IIIaMIIAaHCKOTO.

Bet monro mpuyeckiBanach U THIATEIBHO HAaBOAUIIA MaKusIXK. [I0TOM ellle pa3 MPUAXPYKUBO OTJIsSeNna
ce0s1. [Tpuyecka Oblyia UgeanbHOM, Hapsi YMECTHBIM, HO OHa YyBCTBOBaJja ce0sl He B CBOEU Tapeike.
3aHsAThCS ObIIO HeueM. Eif He 0cTaBalioCh HUYET0, KpOMe KaK CUIETh U XKIaTh.

OHa B KOTODPHIY pa3 B3rJIAHYJIa Ha YacCH ¥ B3MOXHYIa. BEIIO y&Ke nsaTh TpUALATh, a [JeKC Tak U He
TIOSIBUJICSL U [aXKe He T03BOHMUII. BeT Ka3anock, 4To elre HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT OXKUAaHUS — U OHA
coupet ¢ yMa. He BhIlepKaB, ieByIlIKa HAKMHYJIA Ha [JIEUU IIEPCTSHOM KaKeT, 3aXBaTHyia CYMOUYKY U
peLInTeNbHO HallpaBUIach K ABepu. Ha ynuile oHa moiiMarna Takcu u moexaina B «Ky6 Ceiimypa».

B ¢oiie Ka3uHO K Hell HABCTpedy BHIIIE MUCTeD Biak.
— BrI uneH kny0a, MaflaM? — BEKJIMBO OCBEOMHUIICS OH.
«Heyxemnu oH MeHs He y3Han? — youBuiachk beT u 3anepBHUYana. — OH HomKeH ObT MEHS Y3HATh!»

— Mucrtep [IK0opHaHHU KOET MEHS, — XOJIOOHO CKa3aja OHa. — 4 ero HeBecTa. ECi BB IOMHUTE,
MBI BCTpeYaIiCh Ha IPOLUION Hefere.

Ynei6ka 67ecHysa Ha ulle MeHegxKepa.

— Pasymeetcst, mucc betanu Jloypenc. IIpoctuTe 3a 6eCTaKTHOCTh. Muctep [IKopmaHHU ¥ ce0s B
kabuHeTe. Bbl 3HaeTe mopory.

— Brniaropapro Bac, — npocusna betr. Yepes HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OHa YBULOUT [leKca.

Korga bert Boina B IIpHEeMHYI0, OHa YBUI€JId ABHO Y€M-TO PACCTPOEHHYIO ITIOKUTYIO XKEHINHY,
KOTOpasi pa3roBapuBajla I10 TeJ'Ie(I)OHy.

— IIpoury mpoiieHus, c3p, — pa3fpazkKeHHO rOBOpHUJIa OHA, — HO 5 3leCh BpEMEeHHO U He co0Mpach
paboTaTh CBePXypPOouHO. Mo pabounii 1eHb 3aKaHUYMBAETCS B IIECTh. YKe IeCThb, TaK 4YTO 5

yxoxKy. — JIuIo KeHMuHb mobarposesio. — He 6ecriokoiiTech, CIp, He BEpPHYCh! — BOCKIUKHYJIA OHA
U C IPOCThI0 Opocuiia TPyoOKy.

— Ecnu BB mpunuu K Muctepy [I2KOpaaHHYM, — CKa3alla OHa, 3aMeTHuB beT, — To oH y cebs1. BmecTe ¢
ele OMHUM aMepPUKaHCKUM IOBUHUCTOM. CBUHBS! EC/i XOTHTe OO0k AaTh, ITI0Ka OH OCBOOOMUTCS,
XKOWTe, a 1 yxoxKy. OH mpocTo TupaH! — C 9TUMU CII0BaMU KeHIMHa Bhi0exkasa U3 KOMHATHI.

«IInoxas npuMeTta», — nopyMana beT u 0OKOHYaTeNnbHO paccTpouiack. OHa He 3Haja, 4YTO e JeaTh
— IIOCUJETh B IPUEMHOU UJIM BOUTHU BHYTPb. [logymMaB HEMHOT0, OHA ycelach B KpPeCyo U IPUHSAach
XKMaTh.

Ee BHMMaHUe NIPUBNEK JOHOCUBIINNCS OTKyAa-TO IieynecT 6ymar. beT BcTaja 1 MOAOIIIa K CTOJTY
cekpetapiu. Ha cemekTope ropeia KpacHasi KHOIIOYKA: OCTABJISAS moJe 605, pacCTpOeHHas
JKEHIIMHA CITyYalHO BKITIOYMIIA «CIIMKep». beT He xoTea MOMCIyIIUBATE YyXKHEe PA3TOBOPH U
Haxkasla MepBYI0 MMOMABIIYIOCS KHOIKY, YTOOB! OTKIIIOUUTH CEJIEKTOP, HO BMECTO 3TOT'0 TOJIHKO
yCHUIHIIa 3BYK.
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— Twl 0O cMepTH Iepenyral CeKpeTapliy, Tak YTo HaM 0oJibllle He4ero 37ech feflaTh, — CKa3all
HE3HAKOMBIH T0j10Cc. — Bymaru MoryT mogoXxmaTh 0o 3aBTpa. Kak HacyeT Toro, 4ToOb CXOOUTh KyOa-
HUOYOb ¥ pa3Baeybcs? [IOMHUIIb TeX ABYX LBIMOYEK, C KOTOPEIMU MBI BCTPEYAIUChH B IIPOLIILIN pas3?
Y mens ects HOMeDp [lenapel. YTO CKaXKeIb?

Bet 6ecrioMoIIHo ycTaBuiIach Ha cejekTop. Kak ke OTKIIIOUUTh 9Ty YePTOBY LITYKOBUHY?
— IIpocty, Bo6, HO, K COXKaNeHUIO, S y2Ke OOTOBOPUIICS Ha Beuep.
[Ipu 3ByKe ronoca [lekca bet B3pporyyna. YTo 03Ha4aeT 3TO er0 «K COXKaJIEeHUI0»?

— Kax-Hubypp B opyroi pa3. Ho Mbl MOKeM BHIIUTH BMECTE, IPeXKe YeM 5 yuay. [leBouka, C
KOTOPOW 5 BCTPeYarCh, MOJ0XKAET, — YCMeXHYyIcs [IeKc.

Ber 3amepna Ha MecTe. UTO-TO B TOHE €T0 T0JI0Ca €1 COBCeM He ITOHPaBUJIOCh. 3a4eM OH 00CyXKaaeT
ee CO CBOMM Jpyrom?

— Jlerkas nmobepma?

— YTo caMoe Iopa3uTelbHOEe — HET. BeT Tak SPOCTHO CONPOTUBIIANIACE MOeMY 00asHUIO, UTO MHE
faxe MPUIILIOCH COeNaTh ek mpeanoxkenre. OHa He Tak IJIyla, KaK KaXkeTcs Ha IIePBHIU B3TIA.
HauBHa — ma, HO He TyIIa.

[Toyemy [lekc cKa3asi, 4TO XKEHUTCS Ha Hell TOJIbKO M3-3a ee HeyCTynuuBocTu? [loueMy OH He
CKasaJl, 4To J1obuT ee?

— O mot Bor! IToBeputs He Mory! CaMblil 3aBUOHBINA X0I0CTSK B EBpoIlie pemun cBsizaTh ce0s
o0s13aTenbcTBaMu! A KOJIBIIO TH €M KyIu?

— [Ha, Kynui.
Cobecennuk [lekca paccMesiics.

— A 4-TO gyMaJi, 4TO IIOCJIe UCTOPHH C TBOeH OBIBIIEN KeHYIIKoM, KaponaliH, Tel 00JbIle HUKOTHA He
KeHuIbcsi. OHa U3PSIOHO IOMOPTHIa TeOe HEPBHL.

BrIBIIAS KEHYIIKA... ITU CJI0BA 3BeHENH B rofioBe beT. [leKc Hu pa3y He YIIOMHUHAJ, YTO OB KEeHaT.
Bet no6nenuena. Eif Hy:KHO HeMeJIEHHO OTKJIIOUUTh CEJIEKTOD U aTh [JeKCy 3HaTh O CBOEM
IIPUCYTCTBUMU.

— A KTO roBOpHUT 0 cBagbbe? Bo3aM0XKHO, [0 9TOT0 U He HouAeT. A y3Has, 4To 3Ta eBoYKa
BCTpeuaeTcd ¢ [losoM MoppucoM, U perus IoI0XUTh 3TOMY KOHELI.

— dcHo. ITO0 BCe M3-3a TBOEU CECTPEHKH, 5 nojnarain. Heyxenu AHHa Bce ellle CXOOUT C yMa 110
aromy Moppucy?

— Ja yx. IToHATH He MOTY, UTO OHa B HEM HalllJla, HO ThI K€ 3Haelllb: 01aromnonyyure AHHBI I MEeHS
Ha [TIepPBOM MECTe U 5 CHeJlal0 BCe OT MeHs 3aBUCsIEee, YTOOB HUYTO HE OMPAYyHUsIO €e CUACThS.
IIpaBpa, g 3p4 craparncs. [locie roga, IpOBeIEeHHOI0 BMeCTe, MOppHUC pPelu, 9YTO OH CIIUIIKOM CTap
[Jist AHHBL, ¥ 3asIBUJI €M, YTO OHa 3aCiIyKHBaeT KOro-Hubyab MoMoJioxkKe U 1mocsexee. OHU
IIOCCOPUJIUCH, ¥ OH BepHyJIicA B AHIui0. Korga g npuesxai B JIOHIOH B IIPOIIIOM Mecsle, AHHa
yBsI3asiach 3a MHOU. OHa 3agBUIaCh Ha KBapTUPYy K Moppucy u He 3acTaja ero goma. 9KOHOMKa
CKa3saJjla, YTO OH yIIes YKUHaTh. AHHA BHISICHUJIA Ky[a U IIOIIPOCHUIa MEHS OTBE3THU €€ B 3TOT
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pecropaH. f1 0TBe3 ee, a TaM... B obi1em, AHHa yBULesna, 4YTo ee 000KaeMblit Moppuc pekpacHo
TTPOBOAMT BPeMsI B 00IIECTBE BeChbMa I0HOM 0C00b. ECTECTBEHHO, OHA YCTPOUa eMy IPaHINO3HBIN
CKaH[aJ, a IoToM noTpeboBasa, 4ToOkl 1 0TBE3 ee foMol. OHa B3sija C MEHS YeCTHOe CJI0BO, 4TO 5
He CTaHy BMEIIUBATHLCS, IOTOMY YTO, YECTHO TOBOPS, 5 X0Ten youTh Moppuca.

Y BeT Bce MOIUIBLIO IEpeN rina3aMu. «MHe HyKHO yOUpaThCs OTCiofal» — IMPOHECIIOCh Y Hee B
roJI0Be, HO OHA HE MOTJIa 3aCTaBUTh CE0S MOIIeBEIUThCS.

— W kaK ke TH pa3bICKall CIyTHUIY Moppuca? — nouHTepecoBascs boob.

— Cympb6a! ITpocToe coBnamenue. Tel Bemb 3HAKOM C bpaiicoM, y Hac ¢ HUM Oblnu fena. Tak BOT,
CIIyCT$S HefeJlio II0Cjie MHIUAEHTa B pecTopaHe bpaiic npuriacul MeHs Ha IIPUeM II0 CJIy4alo CBOEro
nHs poxpeHusi. OMUH U3 ciykalux bpaiica IPUBOJIOK Ha Bedep AEeBUIY B aOCOJIOTHO AUKOM IIJIaThe.
OHu TaHIeBaJX BajibC, HO Ha IIOCTIeIHEM aKKOpAe TapeHb He yAepKall CBOK MOAPYXKKY, U OHA
PyXHyJIa Ha IO0.

ber yCIbIlllalia, KaK IIPUATEIIb ,[[eKca HaCMEeIInBO XMBIKHYII.

— CHayvana g nogyman: «Kakue uguotsl!» — npogonxkun [lekc. — Ho moToM sTa geBodKa IOJHSIA
Ha MEHSI CBOM TeJIsIUbM IJIa3KH, U {1 y3HaI ee. OTO OHa yXKHKHaIa ¢ MOppucoM B TOT 3JI0IOIYYHBIN
Beuep. BooOire-To Takue, Kak beT, MHe HUKOra He HpaBuiauch. OHa MOIOOeHbKasI, MaJl€HbKOT0
POCTa, HO BCE Ke B Hel YTO-TO eCTh. 1 MOT'y MOHSTE, ToueMy Moppuc yBiekcs eio. MTak, cygnba
caMa IIpefoCTaBUjia MHe IIIaHC OTOMCTUTh 3a YHUKEHUEe AHHEI U JaTh € BO3MOXKHOCTb BEPHYTh
Moppuca. ITo ObIJI0O HETPYAHO: KaK TOJMBKO beT y3Hasa, 4To 1 HeBepOosaTHO OoraT, OHa HEMeNJIeHHO
IIPOTJIOTUIIA HaKUBKY.

— Ho cxaxu MHe: 3a4eM THL CBS3aJICS C 0YEePeIHON OXOTHULEH 3a MUITIMOHHEIM COCTOSTHUEM ?
Heyxenu uctopus ¢ Kapomnaiin Huuemy Te0s He Hay4uusna? M ¢ Kakol cTaTu TH 00PyYHUIICS C Hel,
€CI He cOOMpaenIbCs Ha Hell XKEeHUThCS ?

— 4 He roBopu 9TOTO, H006. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, S HE CTAHOBIIIOCH MOJI0XKE. MHE HYXKHO, YTOOBI KTO-TO
pomun MHe ChiHA, HacjaegHuKa. A Bet... beT — ciaBHas neBo4Yka. M K TOMY XKe OHa rOpUT XKejlaHueM
CTaTh IPUMEPHOU KEHOU.

Ber ycnbimana goctaTodyHo. OHa B IOC/IeNHUM pa3 monpoboBaia OTKIIIOYUTDL CEJIEKTOD, U el 9TO
yoanock. ['onoca ctuxyu. beT ene coepxuBajia NOOCTynuBIINe Cle3bl. «ClaBHas geBOYKa»... «[opur
JXKeJlaHWueM CTaTh IPUMEPHOM XKEHOU»... Tak BOT 4TO AyMaeT 0 Heu [lekc?

[Togo6ue yneiOKM OSIBUIOCH Ha ulle beT. PadymeeTcs:, oH B Hee He Bmio6eH. Kak oHa TOIBKO MOTJIa
B00Opa3uTh Takoe? OH co0Ia3HUII ee TOJILKO IJIst TOro, YTOOHI OHA IepecTana BcTpedarthes ¢ [Tomom
Moppucom. bennsira [Ton! Ecnu 661 OH TOJTBKO 3HAIL...

Ber 6ecmomotHo ornsigenack. Eit Hy»KHO ObII0 HEMeJIeHHO YXOOuTh. Ee B3ryIs[ ymas Ha KOJbLo Ha
nasbie. [leBylnKa CHsJIa ero ¥ CyHyJa B CyMO4Ky. O TOM, 4TO [ieJlaTh Jajblle, OHA IOgyMaeT IIOTOM.
A ceiidyac Hafio KaKUM— TO 00pa30M 3arIyIINUTh 3Ty HEBEIHOCUMYIO 00Jb B CepAlle.

Ber 6pocunachk BHU3 110 JIECTHUIIE, BHIIIJIA Ha YIIUIY Yepe3 CIyKeOHBIN BX0O U 0eToM yCTpeMuiach
BIOJIH 110 yuie. [lo6exaB qo OnuKauIIero mepekpecTka, OHa OCTaHOBUIIACh, YTOOH! IEPEBECTH
OBIXaHHe.

— ¥ Bac Bce B MOpPSIKE, MUCC?

Ber mopHsa rooBy U yBUOENa CKIIOHUBIIET0CS Hafl Hell IOJIUILIeCKOTO.
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— Ila, BCe B MTOJIHOM TIOPSIIKE.
— Brl yBepeHBHI?
— 4 npocro Gexkasna Ha aBTo0yC, C3p, — COJNrajia OHa.

[TaTh MUHYT criycTs BeT meicTBUTENLHO YKe cuiesia B aBTo0yce U cMOTpesia B 0KHO. OHa MOHSATHS
He UMeJia, Kya HallpaBJisgeTcs U 4To OyheT menaTh fasnblie. KaxeTcs, TOJIBKO Tellepb OHa OCO3Hala,
YTO IPOU3OILIIO Ha CaMOM fiesie. Bce ee Me4THl pyxHYIU B ogHO4acke. Ceryac, Korfua OHa 3Hasa
IIpaBAy, BCe, YTO TOBOPUIT U fienan [leKc, BOPYT 00pesio CMBICH.

Ha nepBoM cBUaHuu OH paccKa3bBasl €M 0 CBOMX [0XO[aX, aKIleHTUPOBaJl BHUMaHue Ha CBOUX
(bUHAHCOBHIX ycIlexaxX U o0mupHOU reorpaduu ceoero 6usHeca. Torma beT He moHUMana, 3a4eM OH
3TO Henaj, XOTsS BCe 0Ka3aJioCh JOBOJIBHO IIPOCTO: OH CUUTaN ee 0OBIKHOBEHHOMN
30JI0TOMCKATEIFHUIIEN, TOTOBOU Ha BCE PalHu JEeHer.

IIa ¥ B Ka3WHO OH ee I0IleJI0Baj TOJILKO IJIsT TOr0, YTOOH MpuBieYs BHUMaHue [lona. U 3To ero emkoe
3aMeyaHue 0 TOM, UTO el HyKeH 3peJIbli MyXK4YKiHa, HAMHOI'0 CTaplile ee caMOu... TaKou OH ee BULEN
— 0e3MO03TJI0M KOPHICTHOM cTepBOM. M Torma Ha MUKHUKE [[eKC XOTeJI CPaBHUTh ee He C CeCTPOH, a C
ObIBLIEY XKEeHOU. [IyMas1, OHa UTpaeT C HUM.

OueBUOHO, OH IENCTBUTEIHLHO OOTOTBOPHUII CBOIO CECTPY ¥ TOTOB OBLJI TONTH pagy Hee Ha JII00YI0
HU30CTh, laXkKe JKEHUTHCS Ha EBYIIKE, K KOTOPOM HE UCIBIThIBAI HUKAKUX YYBCTB.

[Tomonenena. Kak, HaBepHOe, [leKC moTertasncs Hafg Hed! Mapu Oblyla IIpaBa, KOTia T'OBOpPHIIA, YTO
HeJIb35 CJIETIO OBEPSTh YeI0BEKy, KOTOPOTO COBCEM He 3Haelllb. beT, cyioBHO riymnas 6abouka,
I0TIaJIaCh B MMAYTHHY JIKU, UCKYCHO CIIeTeHHYI0 JlekcoM. U oHa... OHa cobupanach OTOATLCS eMY
cerogHs BeuepoM. Kak xe oHa Obiyia riyna! Kak HauBHa! Benb mopoit ero HeMCKPEHHOCTh Oblia
OYEeBHUIHA.

HeBupsmumu ri1a3amMu beT ycTaBuiaach B OKHO, @ B ITaMSTH BCIIJIBIJIO COOBITHE MECSTYHOM NaBHOCTH,
KOTOpoe OBIJIO [IJIsT Hee 3arajfikod ¥ 0 KOTOPOM OHa MmouTH 3a0biia. Kak maBHO 3TO ORIIO...

* % x

Bert ornsmenack BOKPYT u yaeGHYyMack. Kak xoporo, 4To mo3BoHuUI 1071 U IpUriacui ee Ha obe.

— ITomn, 310 moTpsicatome! Orpomuoe Tebe cracubo! — Ee 3emeHble ra3a pagoCcTHO OTECHYTH. —
O6ep Ha [Tapk-JleitH — 310 He4yTo! HaBepHoe, s Bemy ce0si Kak KampuaHasi, B30aIMoIIHas 0coba.

— B oTnuuue oT TBoe MaTepu, beT, TH He MOXKeIllb CTaTh KAIPU3HOM U B30AIMOIITHOM, faXke eCIu
O4YeHb 3axoyelrb. — Ee 00BOPOXKUTENBHEIN CENOBIACk COOECEIHUK CHUCXOOUTEIBHO YIILIOHYICST. —
Takou HagoO POOUTHCH.

[Ton Ovin mpaB. JIeoHOpA BCIO CBOIO XKU3HBb MCKAJla MYXKUYKMHY, KOTOPHIU ITOTaKasl OBl ee Kalpu3aM.
Kaxnmbiii ee HOBBIM POMaH HauMHAJICS KaK UOWJININS U 3aKaHYMBAJICAd IPAaHONO3HEIM CKaHmanom. M
3TO HUKAK He 3aBHUCEJI0 OT ee BO3JI00JIEHHOT0, TIOTOMY YTO OYapoBaTe/IbHas IPUMafloHHa BCAKUN
pa3 OniBasia HEJIOBOJIbHA ¥ TEM, U 3THUM, a IIyIle BCEro HepaCTOPOIMHOCTLIO ApyTa, KOTOPHIM He
yCIleBaJl UM yXKe He XOTeq CIIeAuTh 3a ee HaCTpoeHueM. M 4yeM cTapiie cTaHOBuUIach bet, TeMm
MeHbllle BDEMEHU 0CTaBa0Ch OJid Hee Y MaTepH.

HGOHOpa B IISITHIN Pa3 BHIIJIA 3aMy2K B TOT I'Of, KOTr'Ta beT uCIonmHuI0Ch BOCEMHAIATh. C Tex IIop
MaTh ¥ I0Yb He BUIENNUCh, U ber II0TepsAila BCAKYIO HAOeX Oy KOl"JIa-HI/IGYJIb HaAJIagUTh C HEH
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OTHOIIEHUS. EMUHCTBEHHBIM B3POCIIBIM, KOTOPHIHM HUKOTHA He UCYe3all U3 ee XKU3HH, Obin 1o
Moppuc. OH 611 nyuiuM gpyrom otua bet u ee kpectHbiM. iMenHo Tlon omnaTtun ee yueby B
KOJUTIe[iKe ¥ yOeIus CTaTh XyOOXKHUKOM-TpapuKoMm.

Korpa npomuteiM netoMm bet 3akoHumMsa TOPKBEHCKUYM KOJIEeAXK U BBISICHUIIA, YTO B pOAHOM [leBOHE
paboTH el He HAaWTHU, CHOBa 1moMor ITos. OH Halren e paboTy B OOHOM U3 KPYITHENIITNX PEKITaMHBIX
Koprmoparmi JlIongoHa. UIMeHHO OH TOOBICKAJI el KBapTUPY U BCerjia HaBelllal ee, Korga ObIBas B
JloHOoHEe.

Korpa-to Bet 6blyta maxe Bio0ieHa B HETO, HO 9TO IeTCKOE YYBCTBO CO BpEMEHEM CMEeHUJIOCh
ry00KOii IpyKeCKOM ITPUBA3aHHOCTHIO.

— A 3Haerb, — 3aJOPHO YCMeXHYyIach beT, — st ObI MOTJIa MPUBHIKHYTH K POCKOIIIH.
ITon momusn 60Kal C BUHOM.

— 3a 1eb4, BeT, 3a TBo# ycmex. Cecus TOBOPUT, YTO B HefjaJleKoM OyAyIIeM Thl MOXKEIIb CTaTh Y HUX
TJIaBHBIM Iu3aliHepoM. Bripouewm, 51 Bcerga 3Hasl, YTO Thl HOObEIILCS MHOTOTO.

OTOT YesoBeK ORI APYTOM ee 0TIla, KOTOPOT'0 OHAa COBCEM He IIOMHHUJIA, — U beT Obllia OUeHb
npu3HaTebHa [Toy 3a y4yacTtue B ee cymboe.

— 3a Tebs, [Ton, — BeT B cBOI0 ouepens mogHsiia 6okan. — 4 0wl Xx0Tesa nmobmarogaputh Tebs 3a Bce
9TH TOMBI, YTO THI OBIJT MOMM APYTOM, 3@ BCE, YTO THI [JIT MEHS CHesall, 3a TO, YTO S CTaja TeM, KeM
SIBIISIIOCH ceiyac.

Bert nepenon#siia 61aromapHOCTh, ¥ HE TOIBKO 3a TO, YTO OH MOANEPKUBAJI €e BCe 3TH TOABl, HO U 3a
ceropHsamHuY Bedep. OHa NOfHSIa Ha HETO rjla3a ¥ YBUfella B HUX TIOHUMaHMe U OPYKecKoe
PacCIoIoKeHHe.

OHU BBHIIUJIY IIIaMITaHCKOE ¥ cOOMpPasKCh MPOoIkKaTh CBOI0 HETOPOILINBYIO Oecerny.

A IOTOM BCe IOIeTeno BBEPX TOPMallIKaMH. OTKYJIB. HU BO3BMHUCH Y UX CTOJIMKaA ITOABUIIACh KPaCuBad
TEMHOBOJIOCas XKEHIIMWHa, KOTOpas HaGPOCI/IHaCb Ha [lona c KyJlaKaMH U OIIPOKWHYJIA Ha HETO
TapeJiKy C CYIIOM.

— Ax THI Mep3aBell! — 3aBomuia OHa. — THl CKa3al, 4To g A7ig Te0s cnuimkoM Mojoga! — Tyt
JKeHIIMHA Tepellia Ha UTanbIHCKUY, U beT moHsIa TOIbKO OJHO CI0BO: «KaHaJbsI».

[Ton mocTaBun cBO¥M OOKal Ha CTOJI ¥ YTO-TO OTBETHUII XKEHIIIMHE TUXUM CEPOUTHIM rojiocoM. Eit aTo
COBCEM He IIOHPaBUJIOCh — B TEMHBIX I'lla3axX MeNbKHYJa SIPOCTh U PEIIMMOCTD IPOOOIXKUTh
HaCTyIIJIEHUE.

bet uuTana, 4To Pa3rHeBaHHbBI€ UTAJIBAHKU IIPEAIIOYUTAIOT 6p0C&TB B CBOUX IIPOTHBHUKOB 6)'[10)1& Cco
CIIareTTu.

Kasanocs, aTo# ¢ypun meHCTBUTEIFHO He XBaTalo MaKapoH, OHa OTJISIABIBAIaCh B IMTOMCKAX
TIOIXOMSIIEr0 CHapsa [JIs HaHEeCEeHUs CIIeAYIOIIero yaapa — 1 He OBIJIO TaKOW CHUJIBI, KOTOpPAsl MOTJIa
OLI ee OCTAHOBUTE.

HakoHell B3I pa3bsIpeHHON XKEeHIIUHEI yiaa Ha 60Kajl ¢ BUHOM — 4Yepe3 CeKYH[y OHO yKe
CTeKaso Mo pactepssHHOMY nuiy [Tona. — Bet 3acTeiyia ¢ OTKPHITEIM pTOM. [Toxoxke, IToy mpeOriBas B
He MeHBIIIEM II0Ke, YeM caMa beT. BHe3anHo mo3aay oOuMaUuIlEl BOSHUK BHICOKHM MyK4YKMHa. beT He
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yCIiejla pa3rjisdgeTh ero JINIOo, HO 3aMeTHJIa, YTO Y HETO OBLIIH IMMWPOKKE IIJieYn U TEMHEIE BOJIOCHI. On
B34J1 KEHIMWHY 3d PYKY U IIOTAIIUII IIPOYE.

B pecCTopaHe BOIIapPHUIIaCh 1"p06OBaH TUIIIHMHA, KOTOPAAd TOJIBKO IOJYEPKHBaJld Y2KACHEIE l'IOJIpOGHOCTI/I
BHE3dIIHOI'O HallleCTBHU.

ber npeﬁbIBana B IIOJTHOM HEIJOYMEHHUHN. HemHoro HpI/IH.Ie)Z[I.HI/Iﬂ B ce0s [1o U3BUHUIICS rnepen Hel,
IIOJO3BAJI METPAOTEJIA U IIOIIPOCHUII IIEPECAJUTh UX 3ad JIpyTOIZ CTOJIUK.

— Hey}KeHI/I THI XO4eIllb 37IeCh OCTATLCA? — IIpomeITaila BbeT, BllenUBIINCE €MY B DYKaB. JIromu 3a
COCeIHNMH CTOJIMKaMU He CBOOMIIN C HUX I'JIa3.

— BerT, goporasi, — HeBO3MyTUMO IpousHec I1oy, — KoMy Kakoe feso? HacTtosumii aHrnuyaHuH He
TEPsIeT IPUCYTCTBUS AyXa, UTO OBl HU mpou3ouuio. K ToMy xKe s rojiofeH U He M03BOJTI0 KaKOU-TO
B30aIMOIIIHOM PUMIISTHKE UCIIOPTUTH MHE YXKUH.

— Ho k10 oHa? U nouemy?..
— 3abyap 00 aToM, bet, — mompocun Ilon u B35 ee 3a PyKy. — 9 yxKe 3a0bI.
— Ho ona xe 0vlna B IpOCTH...

— 4 3Halo, 3Hat0. C OHOM CTOPOHEI, TaKOM OYPHEIM TeMIepaMeHT yKpalllaeT XKeHIINHY, a C APyroi —
OTIIYTUBAET IOKJIOHHUKOB. [[0JI7KHO OBITh, TIO9TOMY S TaK U He KEHUJICS.

— Munsiii ctapuHa [Ton! — ynei6Hyace bet. — YV Tebs coyc Ha 1ieke.
— Torga, s HameCh, TH U3BUHUIID MEHS — 5 Ha CEKYHIOYKY UCYE3HY...

[Tomna He OBLIO MUHYT IIATh, a KOI'ld OH BEPHYJICS, bet cka3ana €My C HECKPEIBA€MEIM BOCXUIIIEHUEM
B roJjioce:

— Tol gelCTBUTENIbHO HEBEPOSITHHIM MyxKuKHa, [1o1. Takoi coep:KaHHbBIM U HEBO3MYTUMBIHN. JI1000#
IPyTof Ha TBOEM MeCTe yMep Obl OT CTHIAA, @ THL... ITO 30POBO!

— Xopotas mKosa Xu3Hu mwioc UtoH. U naBait 3a0ynem 06 atoMm! BeT, Munasi, Haclnaxgaucs
y2KUHOM, UHa4e BCE OCTHIHET.

[Tosn rpyCTHO YIIBLIOHYJICS.
Yxke BeuepoM, Korma beT nexarsa B ocTenu, oHa gyMarna o I[1oje u 06 9TOM KeHIIUHE.

OHu siBHO OBLIM 3HAKOMEI, M 04eHb 67113K0 pa3 1o roBOpuII 0 HecocTosBIIelcs xkKeuuThbe. Ho bet
HUKOTa O He¥ He cnbliiana. [Tom 611 ckpoMeH. O4eBUIHO, OHU ITOCCOPUIIKCE, U, TI0CTIe HEKOTOPOTO
pa3nyMbsi, TeMIlepaMeHTHasl pUMIIsSIHKA, Kak Ha3Bal ee [1o, pelnmnna u3MeHUTh CUTYyaluio, Ipuexana
B JIOHIOH, pa3kICKajia ero B pecTopaHe, ITie ¥ 3acTajla HCUe3HYBIIero gpyra B obmecTse bet. U,
pasymeeTcs, IpupeBHOBasa. bemHbi ctaputa ITomn! Xpabpeiid crapusa ITosm!

BeT BcloMHMTIA, KaK OH CTOMYECKHU IIEpEHeC HalafeHue, a 3aTeM, KOrfa B30eIIeHHYI0 KpacaBUIly
OTTAIIWIH, OBICTPO IPHUBEIT cebsi B MOPSIOOK U CIIOKOMHO IIPOIOJIKUII VKUH. B pecTopaHe Bomapuiach
npexHe 0e3MsITeXKHOe Becejibe, U HUKTO yKe oOpalraja BHUMaHUs Ha UX CTOJIMK, KaK OyATO CKaHOasa
He OBIJIO BOBCE.

Bet ouenb mobuna [Tosa u oueHs uMm ropaunack. OH ObITT €e KPECTHBIM, U OTHOIIEHUS Y HUX BCeraa
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OCTaBaJIUCh YUCTO OPYyXKeCKUMHU. [1071 HUKOTIa He MBLITAJICS 3aMEHUTD €M 0TIla, OH ITPOCTO BCera Onln
PsIIoM — MOAIepKUBAJI U yTelllan ee B TPYOHYI0 MUHYTY. Korga ke moHs1, uTo Bet Bmo6ieHa B
HET0, OH He CTaJl BBISICHATH OTHOILIEHUS, a IIPOMAOJIKaI BeCTu cebsl Kak HU B yeM He OnIBaso. Jaxe
GbupTOBaN C Hel, U HEKOTOpoe BpeMs beT Hafesiack, 4To... BmpoueM, 3T0 y Hee GLICTPO IIPOIIITIO,
XOTs OHA He IlepecTaBajla BOCXUIIATHCSA CBOMM KPECTHHIM KaK MyKUYMHOM.

[Torn, HeCOMHEHHO, OBIJT OUeHb ITPUBIIEKAaTEIbHLIM. Bceryia aneranTHO ofieThIM, 6e3yIIpedyHo
BEXKJIMBBIN, OH He BHITJISAEN Ha CBOU MAThAECIT TpU. K ToMy 3Ke OH OBIJT BeChMa IIpeyCIeBaloM
IpPeANnpUHUMATENIEM, @ TOMUMO TIOMECTbs B MTanuu y Hero ObL elrle 1oM B JIeBOHE U IIMKapHast
KBapTHUpa B caMoM IieHTpe JIoHmoHa. HeyguBUTeIbHO, YTO KEHIIUHBI KPYKHUJIU BOKPYT HEro, Kak
ITYeJIbl BOKPYT IIBETKA.

Ha cnenyromuit mendb beT 3aiina K HeMy B 0puc.
— 41 He cTaHy BCIIOMMHATL IIPOIIIEIM Be4yep, eCIU TH He XOUelllb, — YCMeXHYJlaCh OHa.

— Yro 51 B Tebe mobmio, Betanu JIoypeHc, Tak 3TO TBOM XapaKTep. BHEIIHOCTh y T€0SI MaTepHUHCKas,
HO HpPaB, K CYACTHIO, OTI[OBCKUM. CXOOUM MOyKUHATh? Ha 9TOT pa3 s rapaHTUPYIO Tebe MOIHYI0
0e30IacHOCTb.

B xade, kyna npurnacuin ee [1on, ObIIO0 YIOTHO, OHU Becesio 00JiTaiy, @ IOTOM OH OTBE3 €€ TOMO.
— 3aiipens Ha Kode? — CIIpocuia OHa.

— He Mory, CONHBIIKO, — C coxkajeHneM mpousHec [1on. — A 6bI ¢ pafoCThio, HO YTPOM ye3Kalio B
Wtanuio, MHe HyKHO ellle coOpaThcsa. MeHs He OygeT HeCKOJIBKO MecsieB. CMoTpu He manu 0e3
MeHs. Ecnu 4To, cpa3y 3BOHU, NOIOBOPUIIUCE?

— INa. — Bet xuBHyna. — Cnacu6o Te6e 3a TO, UTO TH eCTh, [1on. — OHa 00Hsila ero ¥ molenoBasa B
IIEKYy.

— Her, aTo Tebe cnacubo. d He 3HaI0, UyTO OHI g1 Oe3 TeOs mesnas, Muiad.

W oHU CTOSIIHM BOT TakK, OOHSBIIKCH, He TOBOPSI HU CJIOBA, IIOTOMY YTO 3HAJIM, YTO B CIIEAYIOUINH pa3
MOTYT YBUJETHCS OYE€Hb HECKOPO.

[Totom Ilon yexan, a Bet nopHsmach K cebe B KBapTUPY, B3rJIsAHYJIa Ha cebs B 3epKajio U ogyMaa o
TOM, YTO OHA YOWBUTEIHHO CYACTIIUBLINA YETIOBEK.

2Kv3ub mpomonkanack. Y Hee 3aMedaTesbHast paboTa, OHA OPYKUT ¢ M3pu, OHU BMECTe MMPOBOMAST
BPEMs, XOMISIT UHOTMA B TEATP, B ONlEpPYy UM B KMHO, YaCTEHbKO 3arjsgbIBalOT B Kade — ITOTOBOPUTH
TI0 AyIIaM 3a YKMHOM MJIY 3@ YallKou Kode.

Koneuno, ITona ei HegocTaBaao. Ho oHa Bcerma Moriia IO3BOHUTh €My — ¥ OH ORI paf ee
YCIIBIIIATh. MBICIB O TOM, YTO Y Hee eCTh TaKas BO3MOXKHOCTb, COTPeBasa ee, Kak ecyid Okl OH ObIT
PSIIOM, B TOPOE, TI0 COCEMNCTBY.

2Kasnb TONIbKO, YTO B TOT 3JIONOJIyYHEIM Beyep B PeCTOpaHe OHa He oOpaTuiia BHUMaHUS Ha
TAWHCTBEHHOT'0 HE3HAKOMIla, KOTOPHIM 1306aBui ux ot noxppyru Ilona...

BeT cmoTpena B OKHO U r71oTaja cie3bl. OHa Tak XoTesna, 4ToOk! [JeKc obus ee, a OH IIPOCTO
BOCIIOJIb30BAJICA €€ HauBHOCTBIO U HEONBITHOCTHI0. OH AyMal, 4To Y Hee poMaH ¢ [Tonom. Kakou
abcypn! KoHeuHo, Korga e OblJIO IATHAOATh, MBIC/IH 00 9TOM IIPHUXOANIIA €l B TOJIOBY, HO C TEX TI0P
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IIPOIIJIO y2ZKe IIEeCTh JIET, U BCE€ NU3MEHHUJIOCE.

ITon IIpaB: 49TO OBl HU TIIPOU30IIJI0, HEJIb3s1 TePATh IIPUCYTCTBHE OyXa. ber BEITEPJIA CIIE3EI 1
IIOIIBITAJIaCh YJ'IBIGHYTBCH.

— 9, MHUCC, BH 3HaeTe, Kyla HallpaBisgeTeck? — 00paTUIICS K HEM KOHTYKTOP.
— IIpocTuTe, a roe MH ceridac? — crpocusia bet, mogHUMasCh Ha HOTH.

— Ha yrny [JayHUHT-CTPUT.

— Cmacubo, — npobopMoTasna beT u cTpeMUTenbHO BhHIIIIIa U3 aBTOOyCa.

Bokpyr mymena Tonmna. OT oquHOYECTBa ¥ HAXJIBIHYBIIEH o0uabl beT cHOBa 3aX0TeJI0Ch IIaKaTh, HO
OHa 3HaJla, 4YTO He MOoXKeT cebe 3TOro 1mo3BonuTh. He ceiiyac. He Ha rna3ax y mioped.

BcrioMHUB 0 CBOEM TOCTIegHEM BU3UTE B Ka3uHo, beT HaxMmypunack. HeobxonuMo Bce 00mymMaTh U
KaK-TO pa30pBaTh IIOMOJBKY. «M0oXeT OBITh, OTJIOKUTH. M MOTOM BCe COMAET Ha HET caMo COO0M», —
MeJIbKHYJIa CIIaCUTeIbHAs MBICIIb.

Ho Bet nmonuMarna, 94To caMo co00it HU4ero He Ipou3ouaeT. Bce-Taku IpuaeTcs pelaTh 3Ty
npobneMy.

Cenuac oHa noupgeT JoMou. [JeKc HaBepHsKa yKe TaM. Y OH He yBUOUT ee clie3. A OHa HUKOIfa He
CKaXkeT eMy O TOM, 4YTO CJIblIlIajia ero pa3roBop ¢ bobom.

I'naBa ITATAA

bBeT BhIIIAa U3 METPO U BAOXHYJIAa CBEKUU HOUHOM BO31yX. PacnpaBuB 1jieyd, OHa MEeJIEHHO
HalpaBuiach K cBoeMy noMmy. OT4asiHMe, OXBaTUBILIEE ee MOCJie TOTO, KaK OHa y3Haja 0 KpyLIeHuU
BCeX CBOUX HafleX[, CMEHUIIOCH XOJIOMHOU POCThi0. HeT, 0Ha HU 3a 4TO He cKaxeT [lekcy, uTo [Ton
€e KpPeCTHBIY OTell ¥ IPOCTO JyYIIud Oopyr. Bo3aMoXkHO, Kora-HuOynb OH U y3HaeT 00 9TOM, HO
TOJIBKO He OT Hee.

— I'me T8I OBINa? — pa3pasicss 3HAKOMBIY T'OJIOC, U JKeJle3Hble TUCKY CTUCHYIIM ee PYKy. — ['me Te0s
HOCHUJIO? — pa3bIpeHHbIN [JeKc NOTPsAC ee 3a Iuedu. — ¢ 4eThipe 4aca IPOCUENT B MallluHe, 0XKUAas
Te0s1! UyTh c yMa He comen oT BonHeHUs1! ['me Thl Obis1a? BiIsk ckasas, 4To TH 3aX0fuia B Ka3uHO.

BeT momHsIa HUYEro He BRIpaXKalouie ra3a Ha Jlekca. Ero jauiio ObI7I0 BCe TAaKUM XKe KPacCHBBIM, a
BO B3TJISI[e YUTAJIACh SIBHAS TPEBOTA, U, €Ciu Obl JeBYIIKa He 3Hajia PaBObl, OHA OBl IIOBEPUIIA eMY.

— Jla, g 3axoauia B Ka3WHO, HO 4YTO ThI 3[€Ch Aeflaelllb? Pa3Be TH He MOy4YUIl MO0 3alUCKy? —
CIIOKOMHO IIOMHTEPECOBAIach OHA.

— 3anucky? Kaky:o 3anucky? O 4yeM Thl TOBOPUIIIL, YePT BO3bMU? — BOCKJIUKHYII [J€KC, HEMHOTO
00eCKypazkeHHEIN ee X0II0ONHOCThI0. — Y mouyeMy MBI CTOMM Ha ynuie?

beT Monya KuBHYNa. Eil X0Ten0Ch Kak MOKHO CKOPee CeCTh, MHaYe OHa MOIJIa yInacTh IPSIMO Ha
pyku [lekcy.

— Papu Bora, mau MHe CBOM KJTl0Y, U NOWUAEM B KBapTUPY. YEeCTHO rOBOPS, I HE TaK IPeACcTaBIIsl
cebe Hamre cBumanue. f, KaxeTcs, TPOCcui Tebs MOgoXKaaTh.

«JleBOYKa, C KOTOPOH 51 BCTPEe4aioCh, IIOM0KAET», — BCIIOMHHUIA beT, U ee clerka IpuiypeHHbIe
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3eJIeHble TJIa3a ejie 3aMeTHO CBEPKHYIIU.
— Ecnu T MeHS OTIYCTHIb, 1 HOCTaHY KJII0UM, — JIeASHBIM TOHOM IIPOM3HEeCsa OHa.
Ilekc OTCTynus Ha3af U, KOraa OHa MPOTSHYyJa eMy KJTH04, 3aMeTHI:

— Tl BEITTIAOUIIG... — OH 3alHYJICSA. — BrpoyeM, HeBaXHO.

OH B341J1 ee 3a PYKy ¥ BTOJIKHYJI B mogbe3n. Kaxmou KIeToukou cBoero tejia beT omyiana, Kak OH
HamnpsixkeH. Hekoe mopmobue yaei0Ku METBKHYTIO V Hee Ha ry0ax. MTak, Tenmepb OHa 3aCTaBIIeT ero
HEPBHUYATB.

— 4 BKJTIOYY CBET, — CKa3aJl C yCMeIlKoi J[leKc, BOUS B KBAPTUPY, — €CJIU Thl, KOHEYHO, He
IpednoYnTaeb TEMHOTY.

BeT oTuasiHHO X0TeNI0Ch HAOPOCUTLCS Ha HETO € KyJlaKaMy, HO OHa CAepxXKauach — I'Ty00KO B3[JOXHYB,
II0BEPHYJIach K HEMY U C BeXKJIMBOX y/IBIOKOM OCBEOMUIIACH:

— Kode, gaii, uTo-HUOYyOs OKpemde?

— 4 He xouy uTh! — mouUTH 3a0pai [IeKC U chesas mar e HaBcTpeuy. — f Xxo4y, 4TOOBI ThI KOEe-4TO
MHe 00bSICHHUIIA, MUJIad.

— A s OBl BHIIIMIIA YeT0-HUOYyOb, — YCMexHyJach beT, Hacmaxaasich ero sipocThio. Kyna mencs
IpeXHUN HeBO3MyTUMEI [lekc? — [Tocuagu 1moka, — cKasaja OHa, HallpaBlsasaCh Ha KyXHIO, —
HeIOoJro.

— Yepra c gBa! — B cnepytomyio cekyHOy [leKc yKe mpuxkumal ee K cebe.
— [MoxanyiicTa, OTIyCTH MeHs, — nonpocusna beT, xomogHo rnaas emy B riasa.

— B uem memno, Bet? Yto s coenan He Tak? $1 OBl HUKOTIa HaMePEeHHO He o0umen Te0st, — JIaCKOBO
npomenTan [lekc. — Hukorma.

Bet 3Hama, 4To OH coOHpPaEeTCs MOLEeI0BaTh ee, ¥ HUYero He MOIJIa C 9THUM IofesnaTs. Eine MrHoBeHue
— U ero TyObl KOCHYJIKUCH ee julia. [leByIIKe 3aX0TeI0Ch BRIPBAThCS U 3aKpHyaTh, HO OHa 3aKphljia
r71a3a ¥ NMpefcTaBuiia, YTO BCe 3TO IMPOUCXOOUT He ¢ Hel. [TouTu 6ecco3HaTeNbHO OHAa OTBETHIIA Ha
€ro MOLEeNyu.

Korpa Jlekc HaKOHEIl OTIIYCTHUII €€, Y Hee TaK KPYyKUJIaCh I'0JI0BA, UTO i Ka3aji0Ch, OHa BOT-BOT
ymapeT.

— MHe cnenoBano cpa3sy IoleoBaTh Tebsi, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI OpPaTh, — C YJIBIOKON 3aMETHIT
Iekc. — 4 yBepeH, y Tebs eCTb HOCTONHOE 00bsiCHEHUE. [IpoCTU MEHS.

«TocToitHoe 00bsicHeHue». «[IpocTu MeHs». [TpocTuTh? [la OHa roToBa Oblla YOUTH €T0 3a TO, KKy
6011b OH e}l TPUUUHUIT!

— Her, [lekc, — Havaa OHA, — 3TO 5 HOJIXKHA IPOCUTE Y TeOs mpoureHus. — OHa BEICBOOOOUIACEH U3
ero o6BSTHI, OTOIIJIA ¥ CeJla B KPecyio. — 4 0CTaBHJIA 3aIKMCKY Y TBOEH CEKPeTapIly B Ka3uHO. Most
TIOfIpyTa Iomnaja B 60JIbHUILY, U 51 e30UIa K Hell.

[Toxa BeT xaTanace mo ropofy, OHa ycIiesa TIaTe/lbHO IPOgyMaTh ¥ OTPeNeTUPOBaTh CBOIO PeUb.
Cyns mo ToMy, Kak Obllla pacCTpoeHa ceKpeTapiia [lekca, OHa BPSI[ X BepHETCS Ha paboTy. A 3TO0
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3HauuT, 4To beT BnomHe MoXkeT 00e30nacuTh ceds mogo0HoM 10Kbi0. KOHEYHO, OHa TOKUHYIa
Ka3WHO ropas3fo I03Ke HeCcYaCTHOM XKEeHIIWHBI, HO HUKTO He BUAEN, KaK OHa BRIXOOHUTIA. A eClu U
Bupe... [leKkC HaBepHsKa He CTaHEeT pacCIpalIuBaTh 00CIyKUBAIOIIMH epcoHasn. OH CYUTAET ee
HAWBHOM — U 9TO €ro I'JTaBHBEIM IIPOMax.

— $1 He moNTy4asn 3amUCKHU... — MPOTSHYJ OH, MOJO3PUTENLHO TSI Ha ber.

— Torga, HaBepHOE... TPou30ITa omubka. OGLIKHOBEHHOE Hefgopa3dyMeHue. [laBaii 3a0ymem 00 3TOM.
Jlyu4ire paccKaxu MHE, KaK MIPOIIET IeHb POXKIEHUS TBOEH CEeCTPHL.

— ¢ He YacTo ee BUXKY, IO3TOMY OBIJT Y2KacHO pafi IPOBECTHU C HEW HEMHOTO BPEMEHHU, — OH
TIOMOPIIUJICS, ¥ B €0 B3TJIsIle CKOIb3HYJa TeHb Ipe3peHus. — 2Kasb, 4YTO THl He CMOTJIa K HaM
IIPUCOENUHUTECS.

«Mep3aBelr! — nogymana bet. — HaBepHska Ha Beyepe IPUCYTCTBOBaI I1071, T09TOMY THI ObI HU 3a
YTO He IIPUrlacui MeHs. JIKuBasg CBUHbS!»

— MoxeTt, XBaTUT IPUTBOPATHCA, beT? — BHe3anHo cupocull [lekc. — Thl He HaBelllajla HUKaKYI0
noxpyry. Tel oOMaHbIBaelllb MeHs, U 51 Tpebyio, 4ToOHl TH HEMeJIEHHO paccKa3asa BCIo IIpaBay.

«0O ma! Celtuac s pacckaxy Te0e BCIO ITpaBAy, Majlo He ITOKaxkeTcs!»

— T ommbaernses, JJekcTep, — oT4eKaHuIa bet. — f melcTBUTENILHO HaBellanaa MapH, ¢ KOTOPOi
MHI BMecTe paboTaeM. Y Hee alMmeHguIuT.

«IIpoctu MeHsi, Mapu, — MBICJIEHHO o6paTuiack beT K mogpyre, — HO y MeHsI HET OPYIoro BEIXOMa».

— Heyxenu? — ¢ capka3MoM npousHec [lekc. O4eBUIHO, OH He TIOBEPUJI HU €IUHOMY €€ CJIOBY. UTO
JK, IMEHHO Ha 9TO OHa ¥ PacCYMTHIBaja. — Mumoe miatbune. [llaHens, He Tak mu? TeOe 04eHb UOET.
omxkHO OBITH, TBOS IOAPYTa OblJla BeCbMa IOJIbIIleHa, KOTla Thl TaK BRIPSAMIACh, YTOOL HABECTUTH
ee B OoJILHULIE.

— IIa, — npocTo oTBeTuma beT, mpoknuHas ce0s 3a 3TOT HapsA, Ha KOTOPHIM OHa IOTPaTHJIa MOYTH
BCIO CBOIO 3apILIaTy.

— A He CJIMIIKOM JIX IIMKAPHO ThI Ofeslack? — npopoikai [lekc. — M moToM, s He HaCTOJIBKO TIIVII,
4YTOOB! IIOBEPUTD B TO, YTO THI IIPOBeJIa IIOJTHOYX B O0IbHULIE ¥ TOCTENU O0IBHOM IOAPYTU. 3@ KOTO Th
MeHs IPUHUMaelb?

BeT mpucTanbHO BIIISIABIBATIACh B €r0 JIUII0. B ee rmasax mpoMeabKHYIIO0 TopxKecTBo. OHA He MPOCTO
BeIBesTa [lekca u3 ce6si, OHa 3aCTaBUJIa €T0 TEeP3aThCs COMHEHUSIMHU.

— 4 He TOHKMMAIO, O YEM THI T'OBOPHUIIIE, ,]:[eKCTep.

— Basta! — B3opBascs oH. — [[0BOJILHO ITaTh MHe NIPSIMO B rta3a!l — OH rpy6o cXBaTHI ee 3a Ijiedu
Y [IOAHSJI Ha HOTU. — A celi4yac THl pacCKaxXelllb MHE BCIO IIpaBay.

Y Bet BHYTpH BCe I1OXOJIOLEIIO.
— He cMmelt Ko MHe mpuKacaTbCsl! — yrpoxarolle IpoIIniesia oHa.

— Panbie Tebe 9T0 HpaBUIIOCh. M, HACKOIBKO MHE ITaMSITh HE U3MEHSET, cara mia, s momapui tede
oOpydanbHOe Konbllo. Heyxkenu TH ero norepsina? — Ero poT CKpUBUIICS B CapKaCTAYECKOU
ycMmeike. — My Hanta cebe Koro-Eubynb noborade? Koro-Hubyms, KTo nprBekaeT Tebs Oomblile,
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yeM a7?

Ber moGenena. Pa3ymeeTcs, oH gorafibiBajics O ee YyBCTBax. PasymeeTcs, MOHKMMaJI, 4TO OHa
BITI00/IeHa B HEro. Ho mpu 3TOM cYMTas ee MyCTHIKOM, XKaXKAyIen MOIeNnuTh MUJIIMOHEePa. Ja
ecny OBl OHA Ha caMOM [iejie Obllla TaKOM, TO, He 3aAyMbIBasICh, IIepecmasna Okl C HUM B IIEPBLIH XKe
BEUep.

— U kak MHe paCleHuBaTh TBOE MmoryaHue? TH CKaXelllb MHE HaKOHeIl, KTO OH Takou? Unu MHe
IIpUOeTCs KilellaMy BEITATUBATL U3 Tebst cjtoBa?

HTax, OH pelns, 4YTO y Hee eCTh IPYTrOM MyK4YMHaMU, [10 BCEX BUOUMOCTH, [TI0A03PEBAET, UTO 3TO
[Ton. Tak moyemy ObI He pa3birpaTh ero? IIycTs mymaet, 4To 910 ITo7I.

— Xopol1110, X0po1I10, — HAPOYKUTO HeYBEPeHHO MporoBopuia bet. — { ckaxy Tebe mpaBmy.

Ceiiuac OHa COJIXKET, YTOORI 3aCTABUTh €T0 yfITPI, IIOTOMY 4YTO UMEHHO 3TOT'O OHA X04YEeT — YTOOHRI OH
ymien u 0oJIbIIe HHUKOI'Na He IIOABJIAJICA B €€ 2KU3HHU.

— B KaKoM-TO CMHICIe TH TIpaB, [lekc. U3BUHU MeHs, 1 [elCTBUTENbHO TeOs1 0OMaHbIBala, HO 3TO
TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, YTO He 3Hajla, Kak Tebe cka3aTh. — beT Ha CeKyHIy 3aMondana, IPUKUABIBAs, CTOUT
U ynoMuHaTh IToma Moppuca. — Kak TOIBKO THI yexall, s MOHsJIa, YTO MBIl He TIOOXOOUM APYT APYTY.
ThI COBEPIIEHHO HE MO THUII MYKUYMHBI — JTIOOUIITE POCKOIb, KPYTJIBIN TOM e30uUlllb 10 EBpore, a s
0002kalo0 CBOIO PabOTy ¥ HE XOUy HUUET0 MeHSTh. MHI IPUHAMJIEXKUM K Pa3HEIM MupaM, — beT
BMHOBATO YNIBIOHYIaCh. — MHe HPaBUTCS XKUTh B JIOHOHE. 30eCh Y MeHsS MHOTO Apy3el... Bimu3kux
npyseii... {1 He cTaHy CKpHEIBaTh, YTO CIiepBa yBJeKIach TO60M. Ham OBIJI0 Becesio BMeCTe, HO TeNephb
BCe KOHYEHO.

Ha nuue [lekca 3acThlyia HEMIOHSITHASA IPUMaca, Ipyu OOHOM B3TJIAfie Ha KOTOPYIo beT cTasno miuoxo.
OH He mpocTo OBIIT 3071, OH OBIT B OemmeHcTBe. Ero XxonogHbIe ceprie Ta3a IPeBPaTHINCh B 1B
MaJieHbKHe Ienodku. OH oTmycTun beT, ¥ oHa ymana oOpaTHO B Kpecio. Ee maH ymancs.

— Trl Takas ke, KakK ¥ BCe OCTajJIbHbIe, — JIXKUBAs, MajJleHbKas OPSHb! — THXO0 CKa3aJl OH U
HaIlpaBHUJICI K [IBEPH.

Kak o cmeeT ockopOaTh ee? OH — 4eJloBeK, II0XKeJaBIINii UCII0Tb30BaTh €€ B KAUeCTBe OPYOus
MecTu? beT pBaHysach K CBOel CyMOUYKe, BRIXBaTHIa OTTyAa KOJIbIO, TofapeHHoe [leKcoM, u
KPUKHYIIa:

— IToctou, [Tekc! — (On obepHycs.) — Tl HUYEro He 3a0blI? — C U3[[eBKOM OCBENOMMIIACh OHA. —
TBoE KOJIBIIO.

— MozxeIlb 0CTaBUTh €ro cebe, — C HeCKPhIBA€MOM ropedbio OTBETHI OH. — Tebe Belb HPABITCS
NParoneHHOCTH... VK TH X04ellh 0TOIAarogapuTh MeHs? [ToIKHO OBITE, TH 6JIar0gapHIlb BCEX, KTO
maput Tebe MomapKHu...

Tyt y Bet coanu HepBel. Co BCel CUJIBI IBEIPHYB KOJIBLIO B JIALIO [[eKCy, OHa 3aBONMIIA:
— Y6upaiics Bon! Bon!

Kornblio momano emMy npsmo B 1ieky. Ero rina3a Haauauch TakKo# SPOCThIO, YTO olleroMiieHHas ber
TOTSITHIIACh Ha3af. [IeKC BHITEP KPOBb THITLHON CTOPOHOM JIQOHK ¥ 0YEHb CIIOKOWHO OTBETHII:

— MeHs HUKTO HUKOTIa HE BBITOHSII.
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— ITo ceromHSIIITHETO JHS, — OTPHI3HYIACh beT, ¢ yxkacoMm Habmogasi, Kak OH HaBUTAeTCsl Ha Hee.
— 3abmyxpgaemscs, Most Musasi. Tebe He yOacTCs TakK MPOCTO OT MeHST U30aBUTHCS.
BeT B3mporuymna, Korma CUIbHEIE PYKK 00XBAaTHUIIH €€.

— TrI Bepib caMa He 3Haellb, 4ero Tebe xo4eTcst 60IbIe — BRICHATh MEHS UJIH ITOIMPOCUTH OCTAThCS.
Ho MHe KaxeTcsi, OTBET OUYeBUOeH, beTaHu, He Tak JIu?

— Hert! Het! — BeTt nomneiTanack BEIpBaThCS, HO [IeKC IIOAHSIII €€ Ha PYKU U IIOHEC B CIIaJIbHIO. —
OTnycTy MeHs, Mep3Koe KUBOTHOe! — ITOYTH B3MOJIMIACh AeBYIIKa, IPEKPacHO IIOHUMAs, YTO OH
cobupaeTcs C Hel fenaTs.

— Otnymty, — oTBeTUn JIeKCc, — KakK TOIbKO MBI JoOepeMcs 10 CIalbHU.

— Het! — BeT pa3MaxHyJsach 4 yapuiia ero 1o Juily, HO OH CJIOBHO He II0YyBCTBOBAJI 3TOTr0
yoapa. — Tel He MOXKeIlb TaK CO MHOU IIOCTYIIUTh! OTycTy MeHs!

— Mory u cgena 3T0.

Ou Gpocui ee Ha KpoBaTh, CHSJI MUOXKAK U TAJICTYK U IPUHSIJICS paccTeruBaTh pyOaIky. I'ma3a ber
pacmupunuch. «OH Ke pasfeBaeTcsi!» — IIPOHECOoCh y Hee B TOJIOBE.

— Trl He MOXKeIIb 3TOTo cuenaTh! Youpaiics! 4 Tpebyio, 4TOOH TH yien!

OHa monwITanack BCTaTh, HO OBIJIO yKe CIUIIKOM 03gHO0. AGCOMIOTHO pa3feThii [leKc HaBalujics Ha
Hee U 3afblllian el B 1uno. Ero pyku cpelBanu ¢ Hee miaThe. beT 3acToHana.

— ITO HeCIpaBed/INBO... — IIPOIIeNTaNa OHa, HE B CUJIaX COTPOTUBIISTLCS €r0 TPyOLIM JIacKaM. —
Her...

— Ila, beT, §a, — XPUIIIEIM 'OJI0COM CKa3an Hekc. — Th caMa 3Haelllb, YTO XOYelllb 3TOTO.

BeT coenana ele ogHY MaJIeHbKYIO IIOTBITKY OTTOJIKHYTH €r0, HO He cMoriia. OHa Obla LIeJTUKOM B
€ro BIIACTH.

— Bort Taxk, bert, mumnas...

3BYK €ro rojioCca CBOouiI ee C yma. 3710CTh B €ro rjaa3ax CMeHUJIach CTPacCTEIO. bet ImepecTalla
COIIPOTUBIIATLCA.

— C xeM OB TH HU BCTpeyYasach CETOHs, — CcKa3as [lekc, 1enys ee, — THl fyMaja 000 MHe.
ber Hanpsrnace.
— Yero TH x0uelnb, beT? Ckaxu, yero T xo4elnsb? CKaxu: «4d xouy Tebs, [Jekc»...

BeT mocMoTpesa B 3TO [OPOTOe €ii JIUII0, U CJie3bl HaBEPHYIUCH Y Hee Ha ra3a. OHa Tak o0usa
Iekca, a oH mpenan ee. OHa 3aKphblja r1a3a ¥ IOBTOPHUIA:

— 4 xouy Tebs.

— Yeprt Bo3bMH, beT! Moe uMs, Ha30BU MOe UMs!
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— lekc... — IIPOCTOHAJIAa OHa U IIOTPY3UJIACh B YIIOUTEJIbHOE 3a0BIThE.

ber momHua, KaK OH YTO-TO roBOpHUII el Mo-UTabsIHCKH, IOMHIIIA, KaK KpHu4dalia He TO OT 6OHI/I, HE
TO OT HaCJIaXOEeHHWA, IIOMHHUJI4, KaK B KaKO€-TO MTHOBEHHE e}l IT0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OHAa Ha BepIInHEe
CYacThsd. A IOTOM OHa OYHYJIACbk...

Ilexc mexan psAOoM, TsA2KeJIO OBIIIA. bet He penialaChk IMOMEeBEIUThCA. TonbKO 4TO IIPOM3OIIIJIOo TO,
Yero oHa Tak 00s1ach: Iekc oBnagen ew. OHa cama ero 00 3TOM IIOIIpOCHIIa.

— MHe HyXHa BaHHas. ['me oHa? — CIIPOCHII OH.
— YV MeHd MasieHbKasd KBapTupa. {1 yBepeHa, 4To TH He 3a0TyIUIILCS.

— CapkasMm He upet Tebe, beT, — cka3al OH, cafsch Ha KPOBaTh, — He MepexXuBai, MOSI MUIIas
HEBUHHAs IeBOYKA, I CKOPO BEPHYCh.

Bet rycto mokpacHesa. Temeps OH 3HAJI €€ TalHY.

— CnumkoM no3pHo, bet, — ¢ ynmeiOkoi 3ameTtun [leKc, KOTga OHa IOMbITalach HaTSAHYThH Ha ce0s
omesino. — f cpasy Bce moHsI. Kctatu, Bet, TH OblJla HemogpaxKaeMa.

U oH paccMmesrncs.
'maa IHECTAA

Bet uyBcTBOBana ce0si yHuKeHHOU. OHa CXBaTHJIa MOAYIIKY U 3allyCTUIa eMY B CIIMHY, HO He
nomasna. [Jekc ucyes B BaHHOU. B yiax beT Bce elne 3By4asl ero CMex.

OHa mopHs/Ia TOJIOBY ¥ OTJIsIHYJachk. [ToBciomy OblM pa30pocaHbl OOPEIBKY €€ IIaThs, KoTopoe [IeKc
pas3opBaJl B IOPHIBE CTPACTH, ¥ ero ofexaa. BHesamuo beT oco3Hana, YTO TONBKO YTO IIPOK3OIILIO.

OHa nexaja Ha KpoBaT#, abCOIOTHO roas, a YeJIoBeK, HOOUBIIHUICS 9TOT0, MOT BEPHYThCS U3
BaHHOM B JII00YI0 ceKyHAy. beT 3amanukoBana. OHa BCKOYMIIa C KPOBaTH U Gpocuiach K mkady.
HatsiHyB Ha cebs mmepBoe ToMaBIleecs IIePCTIHOe IIaThe, 0Ha Opocuiack Ha KyXHIO.

— Mnue HYZKHO BBITIUTH KO(l)e, — BCIIYX CKd3adJla OHa U BKIIIOYHUJId SJ'IeKTpI/IT-IeCKI/IfI YalHUK.

Bopma MoMeHTanbHO BCKUIENa, ¥ beT TyT xke 3aBapuia cebe GOJBITYIO YaAIIKy OTPE3BISIOUIETO
HanuTka. «O Boxe! — mpobopmoTarna oHa. — YUTo s Hagenana?» Eie HeCKOJIbKO YacoB Ha3ap ber
Oblyia caMO¥ CYaCT/IMBOM [EBYIIKOM Ha 3eMJie, IOTOMY YTO cuKTasia cebs HeBeCTOu [lekca, T0OTOMY
YTO AyMaJja, YTo OH BIIOOJIEH B Hee, a cedyac OHa YyBCTBOBaja ce0s YHUKEHHOU U OIIyCTOIIEHHOM.
OHa oTHanach 4ejloBeKy, KOTOPHI 0OMaHyTI ee.

Bet cnenana 60sbInoii r7I0TOK Kode ¥ MogHsIa rojoBy. Ha mopore eé KyxoHbku cTosit [Jekc. OH
yCIIeJI OMeThCS ¥ Telepb u3ydas ee CBOUMU MPOH3UTEIbHBIMU CEPHIMY TIa3aMHu.

— I'ps3Hasa ckoTuHa! — rpoMKoO CcKa3ana ber.
Iexkc yneiOHyICS.
— Ecnu He Bo3paxaels, 5 Hanbio cebe Kode.

Ecnu y Bet u Gnlia HafieXka, YTO OHAa CMOXKET IIPOCTUTD €T0, TO 3Ta HafexXK/ia MI'HOBEHHO
UCIapuIach IPU OMHOM B3TJIsie Ha [lekca. OH BHITTIAEN TakK, Kak OYOTO HUYETO He MPOU30IIIIO0, U
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JIUIIH Ha ero rybax urpana ynsibka nobegutesnsd. Tak, HaBepHOe, YILI0aIuCh PUMCKUEe TTIOJIKOBOAIIH,
KOT'7la UM y[aBajoCh 3aXBaTUTh HEIIPUCTYITHYIO KPETIOCTb.

— ¥ Tebs Bce B nopsake, bet?

B mopsanke? OH ellle cMeeT u3neBaThCd Hag Hel? [la mocie BCEro Toro, 4YTo OH C Hel chernal, OHa
BPsi T¥ BOOOIIE CMOXKET KOrma-HuOyob IPUUTH B CeO4.

— ¥V MeHd BCe X0pOIIo, — JIeAsTHBIM TOHOM OTBETHJIa OHa. — YUTO Ke KacaeTcs Te0s, THl MOXKeIlb
ybupaThcs oTClofia. {1 He Xx04y 0oJbllle BUOETh TBOX HArJIyl CaMOLOBOIBHYIO (GU3UOHOMUIO.
Huxkorga. — [Iekc mpupBunyscs 6nuxe, Ho BeT xKecToM ocTaHOBUIa ero. — He B3myman
IIpUKacaTbCa KO MHe. THl yXKe JOCTaTOYHO YHU3UJI MeHSI CETOfHS.

— Tl Beib Ha camMOM fiefie TaK He gyMaellb, beT, — MIrko ckasan [lekc, risfas Ha Hee, — T
HEMHOT'0 PacCTPOeHa U B3BOJIHOBaHA. Tak ObIBAET B IIEPBHIM pa3... — OH IPOTSIHYI PYKY U
IOTPOHYJCS [0 Hee. — B crenyromuii pa3 Oymer nmydiie, s o6elao.

— Cnepytomiero pasa He OymeT, Mep3Kas TBapb! — npoimrenTtana bet. — {1 He X04y uMeTh ¢ TOOOM
HUKaKuX Oefl. 4 cka3ana Tebe 00 3TOM Yac Ha3afl, HO Thl He IOCITyIIan MeHs. BMecTo 3Toro Th
3aCTaBUJI MeHs IIepecraTh C TOOOH.

— 3acraBun Tebs?! Tel cama MeHs 00 aToM momnpocusa! Tl XoTena aToro! — Bo3pas3un Jekc.
— Het, — BeT nokadasa rojioBoii. — JTO TH BO BCeM BHHOBAT.
Ero cepele rnasa Cy3uauch.

— He nru, Bert. Tel X0TEeNa MeHS, ¥ He MBITAWCS 3TO OTPULIaTh. Eciiu OBl T OBbINa TPOTUB, TeOE
OOCTATOYHO OBIJIO IIPOCTO CKA3aTh KHET.

Cnesnl 6prI3HYIHM ¥ Hee u3 rina3. O6eckypaXkeHHbIH TakoM peakiuel, [IeKC OTIYCTUTI ee PYKY U
OTCTYTIMJI Ha3a[l.

— 4 neITanace... — CKBO3b CJIe3Hl Iporosopuia bet. — { meiTanach cka3ars...

Bblpa}KeHI/Ie nuna [lekca PE3KO N3MEHUJIOCE. OH cHOBa IIPEBPATHUIICA B CTATYIO dHTUYHOTO 003KecTBa
C KaMEeHHBIM JINKOM.

— Ecnu TH 1 BIIPABOY TaK OyMde€lIllb, bert, HaMm Hamo IIOTOBOPHUTH.

— Hert, — 3anporecroBana bet, — HaM He 0 YeM rOBOPUTh. [IpOCTO yXOOU U HUKOTHA HE
BO3BpalllauCs.

Jekc momosdan HeCKOIbKO CEKYH]I, 3aTeM IIOOIIEeN K Hel coBCeM OJIM3KO U, 3aCTaBUB ee
TIOCMOTPEThL eMY IIPSIMO B T'J1a3a, 3asBUJI:

— ¢1 He moHUMaI0 Tebs: CHaYyaia TH Pa3peiBaellb HAllly IIOMOJIBKY, IIOTOM TA€Ilb B MOUX OGBSITI/IHX, a
B JOBEPIIEHNE BCETO 0OBHMHSIEIIHL MEHSI B U3HACUIIOBAHUY U Tpe6yemb, YTOOHI 51 yHier...

— Tak yxogu! — 3akpuyana ber.
— Hy yx HeT. 4 He yiifly, I0Ka Thl HEe IPU3HAELILCS B TOM, UTO JIXKEIIb.

— f1 He nry... — Havasa 6s110 BeT, HO B cenyolnee MrHOBeHUe I'y0n! [lekca BIUTINCH B ee T'YObl, U
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OHa CHOBa 1o3abkina 060 BceM Ha cBeTe. OHa 3acTOHAA.

IeKc OTCTpaHUIICS OT Hee U YIILIOHYJIICS.

— 3acraBun Tebs? A Tak He gymalo, bet, Mumnas.

— Xopot1i1o, MOKeT ObITh, THl MEHS ¥ He 3aCTaBJIsilI, HO B TI0O0M ClIy4ae s He X0uy TeOs BUAETS.
— Ber, TH XKe m00UIIb MEHS... — IOYTH 0€33BYYHO Mpou3Hec [IeKc.

— 9T0 OB IPOCTO CeKC, — oTpe3ana bet, — Huuero GoJbIire.

— Thl O4eHb KpacHBas XeHIIWHA... — Haydal [[ekc, HoO OHa nepebuia ero:

— — Cmacu60, HO TBOoe MHEeHWe MeHs a0COIIOTHO He UHTEpeCcyeT. YXO[H, oxKanyucta. YTo ThH
CKasaJl Ilepeq TeM, KakK 3aTallluTh MeHs B II0CTeJb? ByATo s caMa He 3Ha0, 4ero Xxo4y — porHaTh
Te0s1 MU TIOMIPOCUTD OCTaThCA? Tak BOT, TETEePh s TOUHO 3HAI0, Yero X04y. YXOAUTE, MUCTED
II>xopoaHHY, ¥ OCTaBbTE MEHS B IOKOE. f 4TO, HESICHO BhIPA3UIIach?

— MsHe Bce sicHO, BeT. TEl TPOCTO pacueTINBas CTePBa, KOTOpas ILITalach HaTu 60raToro XkKeHuxa.
Tonbko co MHOM Tebe He TIOBE3TIO.

Ber Bnemnuna emMy OrlIyLUIMTEeIbHYIO IOIIEYUHY .
— Y6upatics BoH, Heropasii! — B ceppliaX BOCKJIUKHYJIA OHA.
U Kak oHa MorJjia BIIOOUTHCS B 3TO Tpyd0oe XKUBOTHOE?

— Ecnu Ovl TH OBlIa MyK4KUHOH, 51 ObI TeOg yOus, — 1o cioraM npousHec [ekc. — Ho s noHuMaro,
YTO ThI YYBCTBYEIb, ¥ IIpoIaio Tebs.

— IIpouraems MeHsA?! Thl npoIaens MeHsA?! OroucTudHasi, caMoBI00IeHHAas CBUHbBS! 4 1IeHI0 TBOe
BeJIMKOAyIIVe, HO He HyXOaloCh B TBOeM IpolleHnu! — beT MoHAIa, 4TO BOT-BOT pa3peIgaeTcs, eciu
OH He y#peT. — Yxonu, — 6osee CIIOKOMHO nobaBuia OHa.

K ee ynusnenwuio, [leKC pa3BepHYJICS U IOILIEI K BEIXOY.
— W 3abepu cBoe KOnbllo! — KPUKHYJIa OHa €My BCJIEf,.
— OcrTaBb ero cebe, bet, — 0TO3BajCs OH U MI0XKaJl IJiedaMu, — THl €T0 3aCiyXKuia.

C sTuMu crioBaMu [leKC IOKUHYJ KBapTUPY, TPOMKO XJIOIIHYB Beph0. beT 3amepra Ha MecTe. OHa
Oblia yBepeHa, 4To 00JIbIlle HUKOTHA eT0 He YBUAUT.

Bert B yxkace nocmoTpesa Ha cebs B 3epkaino. «O ['ocrionu, s He MOTY UATH Ha paboTy B TaKOM BUe!»
— mopyMara oHa. [TIokpacHeBIIre 0T 0€CCOHHOM HOUM U 0€CKOHEUHBIX CJIe3 I'Jla3a ¥ BOClaJleHHbIE
ryOBbI, BCe ellle XpaHUBIIKME BKYyC IOIeyeB [leKca, — OHa BHITTIIAENa Y2KacHO.

Korga [lekc yures, oHa IIPOCTO CeJla Ha CTYJI U IIpoIljlakana [0 TeX I10p, II0Ka CIe3bl He KOHYUIIUCS.
3aTeM IIpUHSTA AyLI U codpaiach Jeyb CliaTh, HO KaK TOJIBKO BOIIA B CIIaJIbHIO, B HO3IPU €M yHapui
3amnax ofekosoHa [lekca, ¥ BOCIOMUHAHUS HaX/IBIHYJIU C HOBOU CUJIOU.

OHa TO BCIIOMHHAJIA €ro IOIeNIyHd ¥ CTPACTHLIE 00BSATHS, TO CBOIO SIPOCTh ¥ JKE€CTOKYI0 00UMY, TO
BIPYT YCIIOKaWBaIach ¥ TOBOpUiIa cebe, UTO BCe IPOUCIIENIIee C Hell — He KOHell cBeTa. [loToM
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CHOBa IIPHHHUMAJIACh ME€TAThCA Ha IIOCTEJIN, I'/I0TasA CIIE3HI.

Ho HUMKaKue Ccle3h He JBI0TCS BeUHO. A ee ropeds u 00uaa Kak OyITO paCTBOPHUIIKCH B Clle3ax,
TTPONUTHIX Ha TMOAYIIKy. Y yepe3 Tpu 4aca beT cka3ana cebe, 4To rope — He 6efla ¥ 4YTO OHa He
TIO3BOJTUT MCTUTEIBHOMY PUMJISTHUHY CIIOMATh el XKU3Hb ¥ IPEBPATUTh ee B HECUACTHOE CYIIECTBO.

Ber momymarna o cBoei MaTepu. [[oKHO ObITh, OHA TOXKEe CTPafasia, pacCTaBasiCh CO CBOUMHU
BO3TI007IEHHBIMY, HO He TI0JjaBajia BUy. beT HUKOrma He BUela MaTh IIAYYIEH, XOTS IIOPOH
3amMeuaja, 4To IOCJie Pa3phiBa C 0YEpPedHEIM APYKKOM JIeoHOpa MOJONTy He BEIXOOUT U3 CBOEU
KOMHATHL. HaBepHoe, el Toxke 01710 00JIbHO, TPOCTO OHA HU C KEM He [eNuiiach CBoel 00JIbio.

Bert Tsxkeno B3goxHyna. OHa 3Hasla, YTO HeIb3s XKajeTh ceOsi, YTO Hamo KUTh [ajbllle, YTO OHa
IoJKHa BEIOpocUTh [lekcTepa [[KOpHaHHU U3 TOJOBHL. B3rnsiHyna Ha 4achl: mecTh yTpa. CobpaB BCIO
BOJIIO B KyJlaK, OHa yOpasa B cliajibHe, 3aCTe/lljia KpoBaTh, IEPeoiesiach B JKeJIThIA CBUTED U
IJIMHHYIO YePHYI0 100Ky ¥ HallpaBUIach Ha KyXHIO.

3aBapua 4allKy Kode U cella 3a CTOJI. BO3MOXHO, IPOXeT HeMaJio BpeMeHH, IIpeXkae 4YeM OHa
3a0ymeT o ToM, uTo [lekc [IKopmaHHU pa306un e cepane. Ho oHa 3a0yneT ero, mpocTo He CTaHeT 0
HeM ayMaTh. He MOXKeT ke 0OHa BEYHO JIIOOUTh KaKOT'0-TO 3TOMCTUYHOI'0 Mep3aBlia, KOTOPHIH
TIOIIPOCTY PEILIN OTPaBUTh el cyllecTBOBaHUe. beT B3JoXHYIa ¥ 3aKpkhila Ila3a: oHa OymeT CUIbHOM.

— 3opaBcTByH, bet! — nmonpuBeTcTBoBana ee Caiy, KOTga OHa BOIIa B CBOU oduc. — Thl 4EM-TO
paccTpoeHa? Heyxenu norepsia CBOe KOJIEYKO?

Cannu Bcerja Bce PO BCEX 3HaJIa, ¥ OT ee TJla3 He MOTJIa YCKOJIb3HYTh HUKaKas MeJIOYb.
— Cxkopee, He KOJIEYKO, a MyKUMHY, KOTOPBIA €ro IMOoJapuil, — CIIOKOHHO OTBeTHIa ber.
— O Ber! — BocknukHyna Canmu. — T 9TO, pa3opBasia MOMOJIBKY?

— Ja. Y s onaTh cBOOOMIHA ¥ He3aBUCHMaA. — ['onoc beT 3appoxkar, Korga oHa 3aMeTHIa XKaJloCTh B
rnasax Cajiu.

— Mue ouenb xkajb, ber.

— He crour. [ToBeps MHe, He MMPOU3OIII0 HUYETO CTPAITHOT0. TeM 0ojiee 4TO KOJIEYKO BCe PAaBHO
0CTajIoCch y MeHs. — BeT ycMexHysach U IoIlia Ha cBoe pabodyee MeCTO.

Ho Ha 3TOM HCHBITaHUSA He 3aKOHYUIIKCH. K KOHIy IHS BCe, BKJIIOYas JUPEKTOpPa, 3HAJIU O TOM, UTO
BeT mopBasa co CBouM KeHUX0M. JKeHIITMHB COYYBCTBOBAIU BeT, MyKYUHEI OTITyCKAIK OypPaLKue
IIYyTOYKH I10 TIOBOAY TOTO, YTO Cciiy4ai ¢ beT MoxkHO Ovlio Obl 3aHecTu B KHUTY pekopmoB ['mHHecCca
KaK CaMyl0 KOPOTKYIO IIOMOJIBKY B Mupe. Y Tonbko Mapu, BepHas MOOpyra, oMajKuBala — OHa
3HaJa, 4To, ecnu beT 6pocuna [Iekca, 3HAUMUT, Ha TO V Hee ObIIM BECKUE OCHOBAHUS.

— Yrto cTpsicnock Ha caMoM fiefie, beT? — cnpocuia Mapu, CTOJIKHYBILIKUCEH C BeT B Kopuaope.

— Tt Ovi71a MpaBa, Mapu. Harr pomas Obi ciumkoM OypHBIM. [IeKC IoleioBal MeHs mapy pas,
IIOJlapuJI MHE KOJIBI0, U ST BOOOpa3uia, 4To 3TO0 /1000Bb. Ho Buepa, KOrfa Mbl BCTPETHIUCH TI0CTIe
pasnyku, Mbl 00a 0CO3HAJIM, YTO 3TO ObIIO JHIIb 3ab6TyXKIeHue.

«I'ociogu, MpoCTU MHe 3Ty JIOXKb!» — MEICJIEHHO B3MOJuiack bet. 'opoocTs He 1103BoJIANIA el
pacckasaTh BCIO ITpaBOy.
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— YT0 X, €ciiu BCe TakK, KaK Thl TOBOPHILE... B 0611ieM, ecyiu Tebe 3aX04eTCsI C KeM-TO IMOeTUThCS,
3BOHH B J11000€ BpeMs JHS ¥ HOUH.

BeT omapuia Mapu BEIMy4YeHHOM YIHIOKOH.
— Cnacu60, HO Y MeHsI ITpaBMa BCE B MOPSIAKE.

K ee coOcTBeHHOMY YOUBJIEHUIO, K KOHIIy BTOPOM HEHEJH Yy Hee NelCTBUTENIbHO BCe OBITIO B IMOPSIKE.
OHa HakphIBaja CTOJI B TOCTHHOM U HaleBajla KaKylo-TO IIeCeHKY. Malik o6elan IpUBECTH CBOIO
IEeBYIIKY Ha YKHUH K BeT, a IOTOM OHU BCe BMECTH OTIIPaBSATCS Ha BEUEPUHKY 1O ciaydar [JHa Becex
CeaTteix. K cuacTrio, bet He Bugenacs ¢ MarkoM € TOTO 3JI0MOJIyYHOro IipreMa y bpalica u oH
HUYero He 3Han o Jlekce [I>KOpAaHHYU U IIOMOJIBKE.

Yrobrl He myMaTh o [lekce, BeT ¢ ronosoi yita B paboty. Ee He BOJIHOBAJIO, YTO KOJIJIETH
OecriepeMOHHO IIYIIyKaIuCh ¥ Hee 3a CIIUHOM, 006CyKaasi BO3MOXKHEIE ITPUYUHEL €€ Pa3phiBa C
IIexcom.

[To HoyaMm ycTaBmas u obeccunenHas bet 3a0riBanach OecrmokoiHbEIM cHOM. O6pa3 [lekca
IpecnenoBa ee noscioay. [IoTomy-To OHa U mpuriacuia Maiika Ha yKUH. YK €CIH KTO U yMeeT
pa3BeceuTh, Tak 3T0 Malk.

Pasmancst 3BOHOK B [iBepb, U BeT Gpocuiachk OTKpPEIBaTh. Ha mopore cTosio HEMOHSTHOE CYIIECTBO B
KOCTIOME, Ha KOTOPOM CBETSIIelCsl B TeMHOTE KPacKou ObIT HApUCOBaH CKeJeT. beT mphICHya co
CMExXy.

— Maiik, 3TO THI?
— Kto xke eme, cectpuuka? [To3HaKOMbCSI ¢ Inu3aber.

OH mpomnyCcTuI BIepey CTpaHHOe COo3[aHue C HaKJIaJHBIM HOCOM ¥ BCTaBHBIMU 3yOaMU; OTPOMHBIN
KOJITIaK ¥ JIOXMOTbS HOTIOIHSIN XKUBOIUCHBIM 00pa3. Onu3abeT cpa3y ke 3aBoeBajia CUMIIaTHIO Ber.
TonmpKO OYeHb CMesTast JeBYIITKa CMOXKET HapsIUThCS BeIbMOH.

— 3npaBcTByH, bet! He nyrauicsi: 970 ouepegHas cyMmacllefas 3aTess Maiika! — paccMmesiach
Onu3abeT, 3aMeTUB yOUBIIEHHBIN B3rIAn bert.

— Ber, munas, — ckasan Maiik, — 5 X04y, YTOOBI THI IIEPBOY y3Hasa 00 3ToM: Onu3abeT u 5
00pPYYHUIIUCH MIPOIINIOH HOYbIO.

Onu3abeT MpOTSHY/a PYKY ¥ MoKa3asa bBeT u3simHoe KONeyko ¢ carndupoM, CBepKarollee y Hee Ha
nasnslie. BeT nmpocusina u no3gpasuia 6paTa 1 €ro HEBECTY.

Oma 6bl7a O4eHb pasia 3a Maiika — HOBEIe 3a00THl IOUAYT €My Ha II0JIb3y ¥, BO3MOXKHO, OH
TI0B3POCIIEET.

— Ho aTo0 eme He Bce, beT, — mpogonxkun Maiik, — B MOHEEIbHUK MEHS IMOBLICUIIY B HOJIKHOCTHU U
YABOUIIY XKaJjloBaHbe!

— Tak 9TO 3HAYUT, TH BEpHEIIbL MHE BCE NEHbI'M, KOTOPEIE OOaJIZKHBAJI BCE 3TN TOOBI? —
Inmogopa3Hujia ero ber.

— JM, He pacKaThiBal I'yOsl, cecTpeHKa! Thl ke 3Haelllb, MHE BEUHO He XBaTaeT Ha KU3Hb!

Onu3abeT mmokKavasa rojaoBoy, TIgHyIa Ha beT, u 00e IeBYIIKY pacCMESIUCE.
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Kak u IIpenroIarajia Bet, Maiik Becb Be4ep BeCeJIuil ee Onu3zaber, KOTOPadA IIOIIPOCHIIA HAa3bIBATh
ee IIPOCTO JIn33u. HakoHel, KOorfia BCe IIaMIIaHCKOe ObIJIO BEIIIKMTO, & CIAreTTH ChefeHkl, ber
3aBapuiia KO(be, 1 OHH BTPOEM KO€-KaK Pa3MECTHUJIMCh Ha ONBYX KpecCilaX.

— Hrtak, Ber, s Tebe Bce pacckasal, a KakK Thl T0XKUBaEIIb? — BHE3aMHO Clipocusl Malik u, He
MOXUIasiCh 0TBeTa, foO0aBuil: — Ilo-MoeMy, Tebe TIopa KyIuUTh HOBYIO Mebelb.

HWcnyragmascs 0s10 BeT paccmesnack: Maik BepeH cebe — u crnaBa bory.

— HenpemenHno, — oTo3Banacek oHa. — JlafiHO, IOKYy B BaHHYIO U IIePEONEeHyCh B MaCKapagHbIi
KOCTIOM.

Ona Orlna paga, 94To Maiik He CTaJl pacClpalIuBaTh €e 0 TUYHON KU3HU U YTO i He MIPUMAETCS eMy
paccka3elBaTh 0 CBOEU HeyIaYHOU IIOMOJIBKE.

Yepes AT MEHYT OHA MOSIBUJIACH B TOCTHHOM, IIepeofieTas B YePHbIA KOMOMHE30H ¥ C HAaKJIeeHHEIMI
yCaMHu.

— Hy kak? 4 moxoxa Ha KOIIKY? — yIbI0HyIach OHa.

— Ha xomky? Her.

— Het? — BeT c ynusneHueM B3rsgHyIa Ha Maiika. — MHe Ka3ajoch, s KyIlIAla XOPOIIUY KOCTIOM. ..
— Ha KoTeHKa, MOXeT ObITh, — JIyKaBO YXMBUIbHYICSA MaiK. — Thl Takasd MaJjieHbKas. ..

— Ax T! — BocknukHyna bet u Habpocunach Ha Gpariia.

OHu KyBBIDKAJIUCh Ha Kpeclie, MyMeJid, ¥ B pe3yjibTaTe beT He ycnblmana, Kak 3a3BOHUI JOMO(OH.
— ] pa3pemmna eMy nogHATLECA, beT, — cka3ana JIu3au.

— Paspemuna komy? UYto? — Bces KpacHas U pa3ropsg4yeHHasi, beT BcTasla Ha HOTY U IOCMOTpeIa Ha
HeBecTy Opara.

— IekcTtepy xkopmanHu. OH CKa3al, YTO OH TBOM APYT, a MOCKOJIbKY MalK 3HaeT €ero, 5 pellusa, Thl
He Oynels BO3paxaTh.

— Yr0?! — B yXkace npoiuentana bert.

Tak-Tak, MasbIlllKa, — YCMEXHYJICSI MalK, — HeyKeJX Thl BCTPeYaelIbCs C CaMUM Bombium
Iexcom?

— Het! — 3anpoTectoBana beT, HO OBIII0 yKe O30HO. B 1Beph TO3BOHUIIH.

Bet 3actena. Yepes cexyHny JIu33u BnycTtuma [lekca, U TOT pPeIIUTeILHO [IpoLIarag B FTOCTUHYIO.
— Dio! — OH u3yMieHHO ornsgen Bcex NpUCyTCTByomMX. — Kyna s nonan? B cymacmenmuii fom?
Malk HeMeIJIeHHO IIOCIIeIINI Ha IIOMOIIL berT.

— Bxopute, BXOOUTe, — OH IIPUTJIACUJI CECTh U IIPEICTaBUI CBOIO HeBeCTy. [I0ToM, Iypayacs,
HAIIOMHMUJI, YTO BTOPYIO flaMy 30ByT beTTu.
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[lexc TOKJIOHHUIICS, BAIbIXKHO PacCIIOJIOZKHUIICA B KPpeCJie U MOJIda 2KOaJI IIPOOOJIZKEHNA.

Becenast KOMIIaHUS B CBOMX MaCKapagHEIX KOCTIOMAax Cpa3y IIOYyBCTBOBAJA Ce0s PaCIIaIHBITUMUCS
IKOJIbHUKAMH PSAOOM C IIOYTEHHEIM [ISMIONIKOM: Ha JJeKce OBI CTPOTH YePHBIH KOCTIOM 1
GemocHexkHas pyOalIka, KOTOPHIE [AeNlali ero IOX0XKKUM Ha BaXKHOTO TOCYJapCTBEHHOTO AesITE,
3alIeIero B AeTCKyl0. JIn33u 6pocuia Ha Hero OBICTPHIM B3I U CMYTHIIACh:

— 41 3Hasa, 4YTO MHe He clienyeT Tebs CIymaThCs U HapsaKaTbCs CTpAlIUIuIeM, — oOpaTuiach OHa K
Matuky.

— Hert, 9nmu3abet, — Bmemancs [Iekc. — Brl BRITISIOUTE MOTPsicaoile. S HUKOrma He Bumgen 6ojee
IIpUBJIeKaTeIbHOU BeAbMbl. — ['1a3a [lekca CKOIb3HyU 10 Mavky. — UM cKeneT COBCEM KaK XKHUBOM, a
YTO KacaeTcs Komku... — (beTt mobnenHena.) — Koika mpocTo mpejecTHa.

BeT pa3o3nunack. C KaKOU CTaTU OH SABUJICA Clofa? YTo eMy HykKHO? HeyxXKeNlu OH He IIOHAJ, YTO OHa
He X04eT ero BUOETh?

— Kak Tel mocMesn IpUuuTU? — ejie CHBIIIHO BEIOXHYTIa beT.

— KocTioM cimuT TouHO 10 Tebe, moporas. — [lekc, IPpOUTHOPHUPOBAB €€ BOIIPOC, IPUTSIHY BeT k
ce0e ¥ TOoIeJIoBal B IeKy. — 1 Huuero He 3a0bl1, — MPOIIEnTall OH ei Ha yXoO.

Bbet 3anunack Kpackou. OHa pe3Ko AepHyJiach U OTTOJIKHYJIA €ro.

— Ioitmem, Maiik, — cka3aja oHa OpaTy, — HaM II0pa, “HA4Ye Mbl MOXKeM 01o3aaTh. brina pama Te6s
BUOETH, [leKC, HO U3BUHU, MBI YXOOUM. BO3MOXKHO, THl II03BOHUIIIL MHE KaK-HUOYIb, KOTHa CHOBA
Oymelb B Topofe.

— HemnpemenHo.
I'maBa CEJIbBMAA

BeT Tak u He NOHSNA, Kak 3T0 Ipou3ouuio. Emle momyaca Ha3an oHa BHIIPOBaxuBasa [lekca U3 cBoel
KBapTUPSI, a TeIleph OH IIOMOTaJl e# BEIUTH U3 JIUMY3HHA.

— MHe He HyXHa TBOS [TIOMOIIb, — OTPHI3HYIach beT, — crmacu6o 6osbIIoe.

OHa ykacHO 3/1u1ach Ha Ma¥iKa, KOTOpOMY B30PEJIO B T'OJIOBY MPUTIACUTh [eKca Ha BEYEPUHKY K
cBoeMmy apyry. K Tomy ke B mammune BeT ycagunu pspmoMm ¢ [leKcoM, U BCIO JOPOTY €ro pyKa Kak Obl
HeB3Haydall Kacanach ee KOJIEHKHU.

— He 3nucs, bet, — ycmexHyncs [JeKc, — TH CIIMIIKOM BO30yKOeHa.

— Kakoro uepTa ThI YBA3aJICS 3a MHOU? — IpouIunesa oHa. — Heyxenu GbII0 Tak TPYOHO CKa3aTh
Ma#iKy, 4TO ThI HE MOXKEIIh T0eXaTh C HAMU Ha BeYepPUHKY? TH jake He YIOCYXKUIICS OfEThCS
MOJIZKHBIM 00pa3oM u Oyelb IIymo BHTIsAAeTh. Y BooOIIe s He TOHUMAl0, 3a9eM ThI SIBUJICS.

— [ToToMy 4TO THI XOT€JIa MEHS BULETh.
— 4A?! [Ta THI OJIOYMHBIU!

— Pasymeertcs, xoTena. 3Haelb, Kak TOBOPAT? [[Boe — 3TO KOMIIAHHUS, TPOE — ITO yKe Tonma. 5
TIPUILENT CIacTH TeOs.
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— Kakag XKe THl CKOTHHA, [lekcTep! MHe He HyKHBI COITPOBOXKOAIOIINE.

— Kak ckaxemb, Munas. A Tenepsb faBall 3aliieM BHYTDb, @ TO Thl 3aMeP3Helllb.

OH B34 ee IIO[ PYKY 4 IIOBEJ B OM.

— {1 XKe cKa3zaja, 4TO MHe He HYXXHBI COIIPOBOXKAaIINe, — II0OBTOpuia ber.

BorbImie Bcero Ha cBeTe el X0Tenoch yoexkaTh, HO Torga 0wl [leKC IOHSI, KaK CUIIbHO BOJTHYET ee.
— IMpupercs ¢ 3TUM CMUPUTHCS, BeT, motomy 4uTo 5 oT TeOs He oTcTaHy. — OH IpuXKar ee K cebe.

ber B YZXKacCe Ooriadaaeiach, Uila Maiika, HO BOKDPYT TOJIITUJINCH CIIJIOIIHBIE OPYUOLL K IIPDUBUOEHNUSA, U HA
OOHOTI'O CKeJIeTa.

— TloitmeM, — mo3Ban [IeKC ¥ MOTSHYT ee 3a C000# B TOCTUHYIO.

Bert He 3Hasa, 4To menath. C OMHON CTOPOHEL, OHA [OJIKHA Obl/Ia HEHABUIAETH 3TOT0 YEJI0BEKA, HO C
Ipyro#t — oHa 6e3yMHO ero nobuna.

B roctuHO# rpemMesna My3biKa, B YIJIY BEPTEJICS JOMOPOIIEHHBINA UCK-KOKEH, TepeoqeThiil 31b(poM,
CBepKaii pa3HolBeTHLIe (OHAPUKH. Bo3jie CTeH 3a CTOIaMU CUENIM MYIIKETEePH!, IPHUHIIECCH,
BeJIbMHIL... Bce OHM YTO-TO IIUIU U CMESITIHCH.

— Y tBOETO 6paTa O4YeHb MHTEPECHBIE OPY3bsd, — 03UPAACE, 3aMETHUII llexc.

Ber npomomnuana. Eif xoTenock ckopee cOexkaThb OT Hero. YBuneB Matika u JIu33u, bet Obisio
pBaHyJlach K HUM HaBCTpeuy, HO [lekc He oTInyCcTus ee. OH Tak CUJIBHO JEPHYJI €e 3a XBOCT, YTO OHA
ymasa CIMHOU eMy Ha Ipynb.

— 3a4eM THI 9TO cAenan? — Bo3MyTunack ber. — 3auem?

— V Tebst TakoM CllaBHBIN XBOCTUK, beT, — mporosopu Jlekc. — MHe 04eHb HPaBUTCS TBOU KOCTIOM.
U BooO11ie, KOLIKY — MOoU JIt06UMbIe XKUBOTHEIE. — Ero pyKa CKOJb3HYyIa 10 ee CIuHe, U bet
3agpoxana. — Tel IpeKkpacHa! — BIOJIHe CEPhe3HO CKa3asl OH U BOPYT 3aCMESICH.

Ero cMmex u TO, 9YTO OH rOBOPHII, elle 6oybie pacnanuinu ber.

— Ecnu Te6e BCTaBUTh KIIBIKK B POT, TIOJTYYUTCS BRIIUTHIM rpad [Ipakyna! — OHa He ocTanachk B
[OINTY.

OH elle Kpemye mpuxar ee K cebe.

— I'pad Opakyna mHe HpaBuTcs, beT. — Ero masbIel KOCHYIUCE ee TT0TyoOHakeHHOoH men. — Ero
CUATENIBCTBO XOUET I01eI0BaTh Tebs, ber.

OHa OTKpHINIA POT, YTOOH BO3PA3UTh, HO HE yCIesia IIPOM3HEeCTH HU 3ByKa. ['yOhI [lekca CIIUIUCE C ee
ryb6aMu B CTPACTHOM motenye. Y BeT momoTHyIuCh KOJIeHH, HO [IeKC moafepxKaIt ee.

— BrI TaHILyeTe uIx KaK? — pa3pa’lics roioc Mauika.

— Tanuyem? — Jlekc HeOXOTHO oTopBasica oT bet. — [Toxany#, ga. — Y on notauun beT B Tonmy
TaHLYIOLIUX.
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Ee murio roperno. Kakas ke oHa mypa! Kak oHa MOXKET II03BOJISITE MY IOTParuBaThCs OO cebs mocre
BCEro, 4uTo Ob10? Bemb [[eKC yBUBaCS 3a HEH, TONBKO YTOOB pa3iny4uTh ee ¢ [Tomom Moppucom. OH
XJIaIHOKPOBHO CO0Ia3HUII €€, YTOOBI TOTOM OPOCUTb.

Wrpana Tuxas My3biKa. beT HU4ero He Mora ¢ co0oi nogenath. Ecniu Ob y Hee TOJIbKO XBATUIIO CUJT
3aCTaBUTh ceOsT OTTONIKHYTh 3TOr0 YenoBeka! Ho, Kak HUM CTpaHHO, ceivac [[eKC Ka3ascs COBCEM
uHbIM. Ero rpymgs 6ypHO B3gbIManach, Kak 6yaTo oH 60poJcs ¢ XKejlaHueM. B ero riasax CBeTHUIIOCH
4YTO-TO, 4ero beT He 3aMeyvarna passlle. Heyxenu oH...

— He mopmu 11006, Ber.
OHa omyTHIIa, Kak ero Temuoe AhIXaHue KOCHYIIOCH ee JIHIIa.

— Tebe-To uT0? [laxke ec/u y MeHs MOSBSATCS MOPIIUHEL, Te0s Bce paBHO He GymeT psimom! —
BeITanuia ber.

ekc ycmexnyncs. OH CIIOBHO IIpeABUEN TaKyl0 PeaKLuio.

— Kak 3HaTh? — Er0 cephle T71a3a CKOIb3HYH 10 ee ¢purype. — Ha TBoeM MecTe 51 ObI He ObLIT Tak
KaTerOpuYeH.

— He nbctu cebe, ekcrep, — 6ypkHyna bet. — TBos riaBHas mpobieMa — B TBOEH
CaMOYyBEPEHHOCTH.

— ¢ OBl He Ha3BaJl 3TO CaMOYBEPEHHOCTEIO, JOPOrad, — PaCCMesIICAd OH.

Bce-Taku OH HU KalleIbKU HEe U3MEHHUJICSI — CaMOYBEPEH U IO-IIpeXXHeMy IIOATPYHUBAET Haf HEu.
Ecnu oH elle pa3 3acMeeTCs, OHa ero yoapuT. A moka... I0Ka beT mpoCcTo HpaBUIOCh IPUKUMATHCS K
€ro LIMPOKOU I'PYAY U OBUTAThCS B TaKT My3bIKe. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, YTO TOJIKY CIIOPUTL? Bce paBHO OH
COeJaeT BCe I0-CBOEMY.

Cnenytolnye HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT OHU TaHIIEBAIU MOJIYa, @ TIOTOM PUTM MY3BIKH PE3KO U3MEHHUIICS.
3a3By4as 3axkKUTaTeNIbHBIN POK-H-POJII.

Ilexc HaKJIOHUICS K beT u cupocun:
— Xovyemrs eme?
—IIa.

A nouemMy onl 1 HeT? OHa Xe Ha BE€YEPHHKE, d 3TO 3HAYHUT, HaJO BECEJIUThCA. OTCTpaHI/IBH.II/ICb oT
Ilekca, bert 9HEPIru4YHO 3aepraiaacek.

— IlpucoeguHsiics, ecid CMOXKeIllb! — IMpoOKpHAYasia OHa.

U [ekc npucoenunumncs. OH gpurancs 60xkecTBeHHO. BeT HUKOI[a ellle He BCTpeyasa YeoBeKa C
TAKUM 4yBCTBOM puTMa. Ecnu OBl He ero CKBEPHBIN XapaKTep, OH OBl GBI COBEPILIEHCTBOM.

bet He 3Hana, KakK O0JIr0 OHU TaHIlEBaId, OHA abCoJII0THO IIoTepdaila CHeT BpeEMEHH, U JIMIIb KOT'Ia
6bICTpa$I MY3EIKa CHOBAa CME€HHUJIACh MeJJIEHHOH, II0HMJIa, YTO IIPOLIJIO HE MeHee IT0JIy4daca.

— Mog Munas geBodka... — IIpoHIeIITal lexc, oOHMMas ee 3a mjaeuyu. — Mos goporasd...

— Kaxertcs, Teneps M0sl 04uepenb, — BHOBb BMeIIajics MalK, BRIHBIPHYB U3 TOJIIIEL TOCTEH.
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— Xopo11o. — JleKC HeOXOTHO OTIYCTUJI €€ U IIOBEPHYJICA K Maiiky. — ¢ nmoka mouay npuHecy HaM
BRIUTHEL BeT He 3Hasa, pagoBaThCs el UM oropyaThesi, 4To Jlekc Gomblile He MpuKacaeTcs K Hed. U
OHa oropuuiack. K Tomy ke Malik KaK-TO 4epecuyp pe3K0 CXBaTUJI ee 3@ PYKY U yBJIEK B yIoJl
TOCTHHOM. 9TO OKOHYATEIbHO UCIIOPTHUIO €M HaCTPOEHHE.

— 9H, nonerye, 6paTel! — BocmpoTHBUIIachk Ber.
— YTo mpoucxomuT Mexkay To00u u [IKOpPHaHHU? — IPSMO CIIPOCHUJT TOT.
— Huyero. PoBHEIM cUeTOM HUYETO.

— Jii, 9T0 MaMkK, ctapuHa Ma#lk, TBoU O6paT. — f 3Halo TeOst KaK CBOM ISATh IaiblieB. TH 3amala Ha
Bomemoro Jlekca, Kak TOBKO yYBUEJa ero Ha mpueMe y bpatica.. Bumgena 651 Thl ce05t CO CTOPOHBI!
Tak 4To TaM y Bac IIpOUCXOOUT? Bl BCTpeyaeTech?

— He TyIu, Maiiku. 4 IMapy pa3 CxXogujia C HUM B Pe€CTOPaH, a ITIOTOM IIOHAJI4, YTO OH He MOMU THII.
ME&I He BUOENUCH YK€ HEeCKOJIEKO HeJleJIb.

—H IIO3TOMY THI TaK IIPU2KKUMAJIdChk K HEMY, KOT'Ia BBl TAHII€BAJIX. COCKY‘-II/IJ'IaCB, HaBepHOe. HUc
KaKOH CTaTH, CKaXX{d MHe Ha MUJIOCTh, OH TOT[a SBUJICA K Tebe OOMOM, JaxKe He ITO3BOHUB?

— Maiik, Thl Ha4HHAENIh MEHS YTOMJIATE CBOMMH PACCIIPOCAMH. f noHATHS He UMEIO, InmouyemMy
H}KOpHaHHI/I IIpHUIIeI: KO MHE OOMOM, H, OTKPOBEHHO I'OBOPA, MHE Ha 3TO HAIIJIEBATk.

BeT TonbKO ceryac mOHsIa, YTO OHA ITOYTH Yac IpoTaHIleBaia ¢ [leKCoM U Jaxe He CIPOCHIIa, 3aUueM
OH BIPYT PEeILIUJI YBUAETHCS C HEH.

— IIpoctw, HO, 0 cnoBamu JIu33u, Te6s1 HyKHO ObINIO criacaTh. M He crpamuBay moueMy. «2KeHcKast
WHTYUIMS, — CKa3aja MHe JIu3. — [IpoCTo Moy U MpUTIacu ee Ha TaHell». YTo 51, COOCTBEHHO, 1
crmernani.

— TrI TakO¥M AypayvoK, HO S BCe PaBHO 110010 TEOS.

— Cwmotpu, uTo6nl TBOM [I3KOpaaHHY He 06Bes Te0st BOKPYT masblja. — MailK BHE3AITHO
nocepre3Hent. — OH YePTOBCKY KPACUB, YMEH ¥ 06asiTelIeH, y HEro Kyda JIeHeT, ¥ OH yCIIeN pa3buTh
HeMaJio KEeHCKUX Cephel.

— O KoM THI, PamoOCTE MOS? — IMMOMHTEPECOBaach MomoIeninas cagu JIn33u.

— O cebe, — ycmexHynach ber.

— d6ema! — 3aBomun Ma¥uk.

— Brineit 1 OCTEIHb HEMHOT'0, — OTKYa HY BO3bMHUCh BO3HUK [I€KC C YETHIPbMS CTaKaHaMU ITyHIIA.

BeT HeMe[JIeHHO BHIKMIIA CBOW. BHe3amHoe mosiBneHue [leKca, 3TH WX TAHITH ¥ OyIIeclacuTenbHas
6ecema ¢ MalfkoM — CJTHIIKOM MHOTO COOBITHH [JIsT OOHOTO Bedyepa. Y Hee yKacHO pa3bonenach
rojoBa. bito Tak mymHo, uTo bet efBa pa3buparna o6palleHHEE K Hell CII0Ba.

— Yrto TH CKa3al, Mauk?
— Yxe nonHouyb! Ham ¢ JIu33u nmopa. — MalK UCIHITYIOIIE TTISHY Ha JleKkca.

— Hawm ToxXke, — 0T03Bascs TOT.
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«Heropsii! — MbICTIEHHO BOCKIUKHYa beT. — Hudero y Te0s He BhiiifeT!» — Ho Becenbe TOIBKO
HayuHaeTcsa! — BCIIyX CKa3aja OHa.

— 9 B 9TOM He COMHEBAIOCh, — CIIOKONHO oTBeTH [Jekc. — Matika u JIu33u Hafgo NOIBEe3TH JOMOH,
IIoMmeM.

Y, He cnymas Bo3paxeHu#, [lekc BEITAIUI ee Ha yaully. Ha cBexkem Bo3myxe BeT cTamo HeMHOTO
TyyqIe.

— Tebe Hexopoiro? — JIekc ¢ 6eCIIOKOWCTBOM IIOCMOTPEII e B NuI[0. — Tl OUYeHb OJiefHasd...

— Bce B mopsinke, — oTpe3ana bet. — Tombko X0Temoch OBl 3HATh, 3aY€M THI IIPUIIIE KO MHE JOMO#M?
3ayeM IOTalUICS 3a HaMU Ha Be4epUHKY? Uero THl Xouelns? B Kakue Urphl urpaelb?

— Bompock!, BOIPOCEH], BOIIPOCHL... [ToueMy OBl IIPOCTO He CKa3aTh, UTO THI pafia MeHs BUAeTh? K Tomy
ke, bet, He 3a0bIBail TOroBOpPKY: «OT JIIO60MEITCTBA KOIIKA CHOXJIa». — M OH pacCcMesyicsi CBOUM
YOUBUTENIbHEIM TPYOHBIM CMEXOM, OT KOTOporo beT craso He mo cebe.

— Kak xe MHe xoueTcs Tebs yOuTb! — B cephliax BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa ¥ YCTPEMUIACh K IUMY3UHY.
Matik u JIu33u yxKe CULEIU BHYTPH.

— Kyna exats? — cnpocun [lekc y Mavika. ToT Ha3Basn agpec.

— CHauasa 0TBe3uTe MeHs, — BMellanach beT u 6pocuia ObICTpPEIY B3r/IA Ha [Jekca.

— IlycTe BoguTens caM pelaeT, — CIIOKOWHO OTBETUII OH. Ml HUKTO He CTajl C HUM CIIOPUTE.

PasymeeTcs, kBapTupa Malika HaxouIach ropasmgo OiuxKe K JOMY ero JIpy3el, yeM KBapTupa ber.
Korpga aBTOMOOUIL 3aTOPMO3uJI, JIN33u IIOBEpHYTAch K J[leKCy.

— IIpucmoTpu 3a HeM, — CKa3ajla OHa U, IIolesioBaB beT, Briie3na Beien 3a MaukoM.

HWTak, Bet oka3anack oguH Ha oOuH C [IeKCOM Ha 3aflHeM cUOeHbe ero aBToMobumns. OHa 6osiach
Iaxke CMOTPETH B ero CTOpoHY. OH OB yKacHO 3011. Ero yrpioMoe U0 BHYIIAI0 el yxkac. YeM xe
OH Tak HepoBoJieH? YTo 3agymarn?

— Cnacubo 3a yymecHBIN Beuep, — OeCCTpacTHO cKa3aja beT, Korfa oHU Iogbexaly K ee oMy U
Ilekc moMor e BEIOpPaThCst U3 MalluHEL, — J100pOi HOYH.

— Kimoun, — THX0 cKa3an Jlekc.
— Yt0? — He noHsAna ber.

— Kinrouu, — 1IOBTOPHUIT OH.

OnHa npoTsHYyJa eMy CBS3KY.

— Capmucse B muT.

— Her HyXngwl cOmpoBOXKOaTh MeHs. f He 3a0/yXycCh... — JeneTana ber, moka OHU IMOTHUMAIKCh Ha
nudTe.

— 4 pemraro caM, 4TO HYKHO, @ YTO — HET, — IIpophivas [IeKC U BEITOJIKHYI ee u3 nupra. — TH
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[OJI2KHA MEHS CIIyLIaThCA.
— YT0 3TO TH UMeeLIb B BUAY? — BO3MYTUNIach ber.

O=H He oTBeTUI. YTO0-TO B BEIpPaXKEHUU €r0 Nula nyrano ee. OH [elCTBUTEIBHO OBLI B IPOCTH.
Boups B kBapTupy, bet nosepHynace K HeMy.

— §1 moiiny nepeoneHych, a Thl yOUpaKcs BOH, — CKa3ajla OHa U HalpaBUIach K cebe B CIaIbHIO.

K ee youBneHu1o, 0H 3a Hell He ITocienoBai. Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO CEKYHT XJIONHYJIa BXOTHAS OBEDb.
«Ymen!» — ¢ obneryenreM B3qoxHysa beT u OGBICTPO Iepeonesiach B CBOU JTIOOMMBIA MaXpPOBHIT
xanaT. [Toutu 6eroM oHa 6pocunach B BaHHYIO U TYT Ke 3ajie3Jia IIOof AYI, OTYasHHO XkKeJlas CMBITh C
ce0s Bech rpuM. Yepes fiecATh MUHYT, YMBITas U IpUiecaHHasi, OHa IIOCIIelInia Ha KyXHIO,
HaMepeBasiCh CBAPUTH cebe Jalllky KaKao, a IOTOM JieUb CIIaTh.

Boligs B TOCTHHYIO OHa 3aMepiia Ha MecTe. B ee moOuMoM Kpecre cugen [JeKc ¥ pacCMaTpuBall
JKYpHabl. BCTpeTUBIINCE C HEeH B3TJISIAOM, OH YILIOHYJICS M OCMOTPET €€ C TOJIOBHI 10 HOT.

— Murnslii XaJaaTHK, — IIOCYHUTA CBOUM JOJITOM ITPOKOMMEHTHUPOBATE OH. — KoneuHno, He ,[[I/IOp, HO
BCE€ PAaBHO HEIINI0XO.

— 4 gymara, TH yiier...
Ilexc moxan Iie4aMu.

— Ho 51 cnpiana, Kak XJI0MHYyIa ABePb... — BeT olIeIoMIeHHO TOCMOTpesia Ha 60KaJl C BUHOM B €T0
pYKe.

— Oro ObUTa OBEPH HA KyXHIO. Yl HABEJHIBAJICS B TBOM XOJIONUIIBHUK.
Ha tym00uKe cTosinM moiynycras OyTeIIKa BUHA U ellle oguH Ookan. —THL... Ho...

— Csapnp, bet. Brineli BuHa u nociyinau MeHs. Tl CIIpOCUIIa, 3a4eM s Ipulllell, He Tak 1u? HaBepHoe,
He [IJI1 TOr0, YTOOBI THl MEHS yOua.

Bet mokpacHesna. OH B35 OYTHIIKY ¥ HAJIUIT €¥ BUHA.

— Brineii. Tebe HYKHO BHITTUTb.

Bet mocnymHo B3sna Ookal.

— 3adyeM THI [IpUIlIeNI? — IpOIIelnTana 0OHa, Onacasch, YTO yXKe 3HaeT OTBET.
— OTBeT IIpPOCT: ¥ MeHs ecThb K Tebe mpefioxKeHue.

Bert coemnana 60mbioi roTok. OHa HOJKHA YCIIOKOUTHCS.

— W B yeM XKe 0HO 3akJro4yaeTcs?

— OGBIYHO 5 TpHe3kalo B JIOHOOH He 6ojee OBYX pa3 B I'0fl, HO Temepb, KOTHa s KyIuJl 30ech Ka3uHO
¥ Ha4aJl CTPOUTE CETh OTeJIel, MHE IPHUAeTCs IPOBOAUTEL B AHTTIMK ropa3mo 0osbine BpeMeHu.
HOPMaJIbHBIM MyKYKHA, ¥ MHE Hy>KHa XKeHIIWHA. f X04y, YTOOI 9TOM KEHIITMHOW CTaja THI.
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— Ho 5 He x04y 3a Te6g 3aMyxX... — 3anpoTecToBana ber.
BesxanocTHas ynbli0Ka CKOIb3HYIIA 110 ero rybam.

— 41 ToXe He TOPIO XKeJaHNeM Ha Te0e XKeHuThcs. Ha camoMm fiene s Bedb Tak U He crenan Tebe
npennoxenus. [TpocTo mogapui Tede KObIIo.

Bet okoHuYaTenbHO cMyTUnack. HakoHell, OH rOBOPUT el ipaBRy. OHa TPSXHYJa T'OJI0BOY U CMETIO
TIOCMOTpEJIa eMy B JIUIIO.

— He nonumato, 4To TH UMeellb B BUnOy.

— O6mnscHio, Bet. d Kynun kBapTupy B JIOHAOHE ¥ X04y, YTOOHI THI B HEM Kuja. Thl MOXKEIh
IpofoJiKaTh paboTaTh — Kak Tebe 3abmaropaccynuTcs. EquHCTBeHHOE yCioBue: Korfa s B JIOHTOHE,
THI IIOCBSIIIIaeIlh BCE CBOE BPEMS MHE.

Bet ycraBunach Ha Hero. OHa 0XKHKfaia 4ero yrogHo, ToIbKo He 3Toro. O ueM oH rosoput? Heyxenu
oH, JleKkc, KOTOPOT'0 OHa BCe elrle JII0OUT, IpefjiaraeT CTaTh ero cogepkKaHKou? [lymaeT, ee MOKHO
KynuTh. B TakoM crydae oH omubaeTcsi. OHa DOKaXKeT eMy, 4YTO OH omubaeTcs.

— [Touemy 51?7 — nouHTepecoBanach ber.

Pasymeercs, ekc comxkeT. OH mpuayMai Bce 9T0; YTOOBI orpaauTh [losa Mopprca oT ee
«IIPUTA3AHUN».

— 4 nmompoOoBas 0gHY BUIIEHKY, M MHE 3aX0TeJI0Ch ITOCAAUTh y ce0s1 BCe IePeBO, — TUXO OTBETHUJI OH.
Ber He cMmoria ymepkKaThCs OT YIIbIOKH.

— KpacuBas metadopa, [lekcTep, HO eC/ii Thl HaMeKaelllb, YTO fePeB0-3TO 4...

— 3HAYUT, JOTOBOPUIIUCH? — Tepedun ee Jlekc.

Heyxemnu OH ¥ BIpaBAy OyMaeT, YTO OHA COTJIACUTCS Ha ero mpemioxkeHnue? Heyxkenu CYUTAET, YTO
y Hee HeT HHU KallJId TOPOOCTH ¥ JOCTOUHCTBA?

— Hert. Het. Het. Hukorma.

— 4 yxe roBopur, bet, 4To TH Yyepecuyyp KateropuyHa. Hemb3st OBITh TAaKOH YIIPSIMOH U
HeIpeKI0HHOU. — Ero riasa Cy3uiuch, ¥ B CIEOYIOLIYI0 CEKYHAY OH yXKe LieJioBal ee. — Thl He
MOXKEIIIb OTPULIATh TOTO, YTO JTIIOOUIIL MEHSI, — CKa3aJl OH, ITpepBaB IOy,

— Eme xak mory! — I'ma3a BeT HamonmHuIuCh cines3amu. — Youpaiics, [lekctep! Yxomu u HUKOTa He
BO3Bpalaucs!

OHa pe3Ko BCTala ¥ HalpaBUIACh K OBEPH.
— IlocTtoifi, BerT, s ellle He 3aKOHYUII.
— 3aTo g 3akoH4usna. Emie gBe Hemenu Ha3aj,.

— C Tex mop Bce u3MeHusnoch, bet. TBoi 6pat, HanmpuMep, MOTYUUIT MOBHIIIEHNE U TPUOABKY K
3apmiaTe, YTo OBUIO KaK HeNlb3s KCTaTH, TOTOMY YTO OH COOMPAETCsS XKEHUThHCS.
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Bet Oblsla 03agadyeHa 3TUM €ro 3amMedaHueM. [Ipu yeM 3mech Maiku ¥ eT0 HOBasl JOMKHOCTh? UTo
IIPOUCXOOUT?

— Bupuns 1, bet, Korga s 3akiio4an KOHTPAKT ¢ bpaiicoM, s MOCTaBUII eMy OfHO YCIIOBUeE: OH
Ha3HadaeT Maiika UCIIOJIHUTEIbHBIM AUPEKTOPOM OTHesIa TOProBiau. CTOUT MHE IIPOU3HECTHU XOTh
CJI0BO, ¥ TBOEro OpaTa yBOJNAT. JIn33u OueHb MUJIAS OEBYIIKA, HO IOCMOTPHM, YTO OHa OymeT [enaTs,
ecnu Ma¥ik notepsieT paboTy. f He yBepeH B ee CaMOOTBEPKEHHOCTH. ..

— Tl MHe yrpoxaemb? — BeT 3akycua ry6y. OHa He MOTJjIa TIOBEPUTH CBOUM yIIIaM.

— IToka HeT. — [Ipe3puTenbHas yabi0Ka CKPUBUIIA €70 POT. — BCero Nuilb CTPOIO IJTaHHEl Ha
Oynyiee, ¥ OHM, KCTaTH, 3aBUCAT OT Tebs. f mpoOyay B CBOeM OTeJle 0 AeCITH 4acoB yTpa. OueHb
COBETYI0 Tebe II03BOHUTH MHE U COOOIIKTH O CBOEM PEIEHNH, TT0Ka S He yeXall.

— OTO0 Xe IMaHTaX, Thl, IIOXOTJINBOE HUUYTOXKECTBO!

— Her, goporas, s1 He HUYTOXKECTBO, ¥ 9TO He LIAHTaX. 1 KUBY B PeasibHOM MHUpPE, TIe BCeM IIPaBUT
XOJIOOHBEIY pacyeT. 4 mpenioxkui Tebe BHITOOHYIO COENKY, He 6onee Toro. Tebe pemaTs —
cornamaThcst Uiy HeT. — OH BBIHYJ U3 KapMaHa BU3UTHYI0 KapTOYKY U IIBLIPHYT ee K HoraMm beTt. —
[To3BoHM MHEe B HOMED. B m060€e BpeMst 10 OecsaTH yTpa. [I03BOHM ¥ CKaXKU, YTO THI PELINIA.

— Kak xe Th... — OHa 3aMaxHyJach, YTOOHE yOAPUThL €ro, HO OH JIOBKO ITOMMAJ ee PyKY U CXKaJl Tak
CUJIBHO, 4TO BeT BCKpuKHYya 0T 60IH.

— 4 yxe roBopurn tebe... — [JeKC 3aMoJidyaa Ha MrHOBeHUe, OyTo mogOupas HyKHBIE ClioBa. —
y2Ke TOBOPHUJI, YTO THl HEBEPOSITHAS XKeHIrHa. CBOeH 3amabYuBOCThIO Thl CBOIHUIIL MEHS C yMa. ThHI
TaK OTYASHHO IMBITAEIIbCS CHENIaTh BU/, OYATO HE UCIIBITHBACIIb KO MHE HUKAKUX YYBCTB, YTO 3TO
CTAHOBUTCS 3a0aBHBIM U HAaCTOJILKO OYEBUIHEIM, YTO faXKe TBOM Gpat 3aMeTu1. Thl HU B YEM He
MOK€ITh MHE 0TKa3aTk. [IoMHM 00 9TOM, Korga Oymelnb IPUHUMATh PelleHue. .

B3arnsap BeT cTanm KakKuM-TO OTCYTCTBYIOIIKUM. Ee Ouna MenKas JpoXKe.
— Byap TH IPOKJIAT... — MpOIIenTasa OHa.

IIeKC OTIYCTHU ee PYKH, BHIIIEN B IIPUX0KYIO U, Iepe TeM KaK 3aKpHITh 3a C000M OBepb, HeOPeKHO
HAIIOMHUJT:

— Ilo mecsartu, bert, mo mecsaTu.
I'maBa BOCEMAYA

Ber ocTanack CTOSTh TOCPENY TOCTUHOM. Bece ee mpu3payHble MeuTH 0 0e306/1auHOM OyOyIeM u
0e3MsATeXKHOM CYaCThe MCUE3NIH B OHO MTHOBEHHE. «$1 9TO 3aciyxKuiia, — MPOIIenTana OHa, — 5 3TO
3aCNyXKuma...»

Pa3Be Morso ObiTh uHaue? [lekcTep [KopHaHHYU, YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOT0 OHA JI0OUT, 1o 6ecraMsaTCTBa,
XOUeT cHieNaTh ee cBoel moboBuuled. Ho yto OyzmeT, ecnu oHa eMy HafoecT? Beflb paHO UK ITO3THO
OHa BCe paBHO eMy Hafi0oecT... YTo Torpa? HaBepHOe, OH JacT eu geHeT U MOMPOCUT UCYE3HYTh —
CJI0OBOM, BEIOPOCUT Ha ITOMOWKY, KaK CTapylo, HEHYKHYIO BEIlb.

Ouens MemneHHO beT mobperna k cebe B CIaibHIO U 3a71e371a MMof ofesino. Yto menats? [To cioBam
Iekca, eMy U3BECTHO O ee K HeMy 4yBcTBax. OH ITOHMMAJI, YTO OHA HU B YeM He MOXKET eMy 0TKa3aTh,
M TI0JIb30BaJICS 3TUM. [leKc He No0un ee. EMy mpocTo HyHa Oblla OpyTa, C KOTOPOM MOXKHO OBIIO
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OBl BeceJlo mpoBecTy BpeMsi. Ho camoe ykacHoe 3aK/TI049aioch He B 9TOM: BeT Tak CUJIbHO JTio0uIa
ero u xoTeya OBITH C HUM, YTO TOTOBA ObIIa COTTIACUTHLCS Ha JII00bIe TOCTABIEHHBIE UM YCIIOBHS.
Ilake Ha IIaHTaX.

Bet 3acToHana u Hakphlla rojioBy nonymkou. OHa cropana ot cTeifa. Kyna genach ee ropmocTs?
Heyxenu y Hee He 0CTaJIOCh HU KallJIu caMOyBaxkeHus? Bugumo, HeT. [lekcTep [ KOpHaHHYU JIUIIUI
ee BCero.

3a mpolrenmye ABe HeeNld OHA Hay4ulach €r0 HEHaBUETh, BTallHe HalesICh, YTO OLHaXOH OH
BepHeTCs, 4YTOOH CKa3aTh, KaK CUJIBHO ee m00uT. bet ybexnasna cebst, 6yATO eit Bce paBHO, YTO C
HUM [IPOMCXOMUT, YTO OH HUYYTh €€ He BOJIHYeT, HO KaX[bIi pa3, Koraa 3akphlBaa asa, ee
BOCTIAJIEHHBIA MO3T HEME[JIEHHO PHCOBAJI OPTPeT [lekca U eil Ka3aloCh, OHA CIIBIIIUT €T0 HU3KUN
OapxaTHHIN TOJIOC, IIEMYYIIAN KIISITBbl BEUHOH TI00BH.

Kak e oHa Moria CKPEITE OT HET'O CBOM MCTUHHBIE YYBCTBA, €CJIM CTOUJIO €My ITPUKOCHYTHCA K Hel
— U OHa YHOCHJIACh B BUXPE€ CTPACTH, abCoIIOTHO Tepds OIlylleHne peaJ'IBHOCTI/I! Ero cmagkue
Imonesiyn CBOOUJIn €e C yMma...

BeT pe3ko BCcKOYMIIa C KpoBaTH. HeT, CerofHs OHa He CMOXKET 3aCHYTh. BHICTPHIM LIaroM
HaIpaBUIaCh B TOCTUHYIO U BKJIIOUMIIa TaM cBeT. Ha mony omuHOKO Oefesia KapTouka ¢ HOMEPOM
teneoHa rocTuHUIE [Jekca. BeT TyT e BCIIOMHUA, C KaKOM HEOPEXKHOCTBIO OH IIBHIPHYJI BUSUTKY
Ha I10J1 ¥ KaKUM [Ipe3peHNUeM CBETUIIUCH ero JIefsHble cephle I'a3a. OHa HaKJIOHUIIACh U MOJHSIa
KyCOYeK KapToHa.

3aueM? 3aueM [IeKC MBITAeTC CAeaTh ee CBOeH MOOOBHUIIEH? 3aueM IIaHTakKUPYyeT ee? B 9TOM HeT
CMBbICIa. XOPOIIo, IPEAII0I0OKUM, OH AyMaJl, UYTO OHa IIpeTeHayeT Ha 11000Bh [Toa Moppuca, HO Belib
Ilekc He TPOU3BOAUT BIleYaTIEHUE TTYIIOT0 YeJIoOBeKa — HaBepPHSIKAa OH CO3HAET, YTO HUKTO He
CMOXKeT BEIHYOUTE [Tosia ocTaThCs € ero cecTpou, ecnu [1oy1 caMm 3TOro He 3axo4eT. [leKC JoIkKeH 3TO
TIOHMMAaTh, Befib OHU C [10JI0M OUYeHBb IOX0XKM — 00a yIpsIMblE X CBOEBOJIbHEIE, XKECTKHE U
XJIaOHOKPOBHEIE. ..

Her, uTo-TO 37€ech He Tak. YTo-To OHa ymyctuia, Ho uTo? [lekc ompeneneHHo OblT 3071 Ha Hee. OH
IIPOCTO HEMCTOBCTBOBAJ. BO3MOXKHO, 9TO M3-3a TOTO, YTO [IBE HEIeNIN Ha3a[ OHa BhITHAla ero, a
CEroNHS 3as1BUIIa, YTO X04YeT ero youth. UMeHHO 1OCyie 9TUX CJIOB €T0 OTHOIIEHUE K Hell Pe3K0
u3MeHusn0ch. OH IOCYypOBEN U IT0Cepbe3HeN. A MOTOM CTajl yrpoXkKaTh €l YyBoJibHEHueM Maiika... Bce
9TO MOX0XKe Ha XOPOIIO MPOAYMaHHYI0 UHTPUTY.

BeT BclOMHHKTIA, KaK BIepBhie yBuaena J[lekca Ha nmpueme y Bpaiica. OHa BI0OHIACh B HETO C
IIePBOTO B3I, XOTS UHTYMIIMS TOACKAa3kIBAJIaA €, YTO JTyYllle NepKaThCs IOHablle 0T 9TOT0
CYPOBOTO YeJI0BEKa C MPOH3UTETbHEIMK XOJIOOHKIME ria3amu. OmHaKo 6ecXuTpocTHas bet, coBceM
KaK ee MaTh, BCETMa ClIefloBajia 30By CEP/LA, 3a YTO ¥ MMOIIATUIACE.

[TepBble HECKOIBKO IHEM 3HAKOMCTBA C [JekcoM oHa Onlia 6e3yaep:KHO CUACTIIMBA, II0KA He Y3Hala,
YTO MyKYMHa, KOTOPOMY OHa coOupasach OBEPUTD AYIIY, IIPOCTO KECTOKO 1 6ecyenoBeYHO
WCIIO/Ih3YEeT €€ B CBOMX KOPHICTHHIX LIeNIsTX. ITO OBIJIO He 1MoX0XkKe Ha [lekca, KOTOPHIM Hapui en
IIofapKu, BO3UII 10 peCcTopaHaM U feja U3bICKaHHbIEe KOMIIJIMMEHTHI.

Korga Bet nporHana ero oBe Hefielu Ha3afl, el Ka3ajoch, UYTO XyXkKe yKe ObITh He MOXKET, a TeIepb...
Yro OymeT ¢ MatikoMm, ecnu oHa OTKaxeT [lekcy? Pasymeercs, bet o0oxaina 6paTa, OyIIN B HEM He
yasijia, HO OHA He Obljla TOTOBA IMOCTYIUTLCS CBOMMH IIPHUHIIUIIAMHU Pagu HETo. A 4To, eciu... UTo,
€CJIM OHa pacckaxeT [lekcy BCio npaBay? Ecnu npu3HaeTcs B TOM, YTO CIIBIIIANa ero pa3roBop C
opyrom?
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YnriOka ckonb3Hyna 1o rybam bet. KoHeYHO, *MEHHO TaK OHA ¥ MTOCTYIIUT — PaccKaxkeT [IeKcy, Kak
IIPHUIIIa K HeMy B 0HC ¥ KaK CITy4alHO MOoAcyinasa ero 6eceny ¢ boboM mo cenekTopy, 00ObsICHUT,
YTO He NPeACTaBlIsgeT HUKAKOU yIPO3bl OJI CEMEWHOTO CYaCThs €ro CeCTPHl, ToToMy 4uTo [lon
Moppuc — ee KpeCTHHH OTell ¥ IPOCTO Xopouny Apyr. M Torga [lekc noTepsieT K Hey BCAKUH
MHTEpeC ¥ OCTaBUT B IOKOe, a Malik coxpaHuT padoTty. BoamoxHo, [lekcy gaxe OyHeT CTHIIHO 3a TO,
KaK OH C Hel oOpalrascs, X0T4... y TaKuX JII0fel, KaK OH, 0OBIYHO OTCYTCTBYET YyBCTBO CTHITA.

Urtak, bert nipunsia pemeHre. HeMHOro yCrioKOeHHast, OHa CHOBA Jierjla B KpoBaTh U TOTYAC XKe
3acHyIa.

['me-To 3BoHUI TenedoH. beT moMopInuiack ¥ OTKpEIa riia3a. 3BOH 3aTHUX.
— Kaxkoro yepra?... — mpobopmoTasa oHa. — Cerogus xke cy06oTa...
[TepeBepHYBIIKCH Ha APyrou 60K, BeT cHOBa mMOrpy3unach B COH...

[To3BonUTH! Bet pe3ko cena Ha nocTtenu. OHa [oJXKHaA N03BOHUTE! [TocMoTpesia Ha Yachl U
nobnenuerna.

— O Boxe! — BOCKJIUKHYyJIa OHa, He Bepsi CBOUM Ila3aM.

OpuHHaguaTh 4acos. [Ipocnana! TombKO € HEWl MOTJIO CIIy4YUThCA TaKoe! beT BHIIPHITHYIa U3 KPOBaTU
¥ IIOHECJIach B TOCTUHYIO K TenedoHy. OHa HOJKHA I0O3BOHUTS.

I poxamumy nanbllaMu Habpaia HOMep U CTajla XpaaTh oTBeTa. [locye Tpex OOoNrux IynKkoB en
OTBETHUJI afIMUHUCTPATOP 0Tend. beT B3moxHya ¢ o0erdeHueM, KOTopoe TyT XKe CMeHUJI0Ch
yKacoM, KOTrfla OHa y3HaJa, 4To «MuUCTep [IKOpOaHHYU BBHIIKACAJICS U3 OTENIA JeCATh MUHYT Ha3an U
ceifyac HaXO[[UTCA Ha IyTH B XUTPOY, OTKy/a BhlIeTaeT peiicom Ha Huio-Hopk».

Bert nonoxuna TpyOKy 1 3acTOHasa.

Cynpba pacropsimuiiach mo-cBoeMy. [leKc 3Hajl, KaKOB ee OTBET, U OHAa HUYEro He MOTJjia C 9TUM
nopenaTth. OCTaBajoCh TOIBKO HaflesThCS, 4TO y [JeKca XBaTUT COBECTH He TporaTh Malika.

Bet xoTena no3BoHUTH MaliKy U BCe eMy paccKa3aTh, HO llepefyMalia. 3aueM paHbllle BpeEMEHU
6ecrokouts 6paTa? Bapyr [IeKc 0CTaBUT ero B ITOKOe? A MOXKeT, ITonpo6oBaTh CBA3aTLCS C [JeKCOM...
Ho kak? OH Benb He fall €1 HU CBOET0 JoMalllHero TejedoHa, HA agpeca. OHa gaxe He 3Hasa, I'Me OH
KuBET: B PuMe unu B Heto-HMopke. PasyMeeTcs, oHa Moria G5l II03BOHUTH B KA3MHO U BCE Y3HATD,
HO...

CamomoxkepTBOBaHUE pafu OpaTa — riymnas unesd. Mak — B3POCTIBIA U CaMOCTOSTENIbHBIN MyXK4YNHA,
y HET0 MHOTO BIUSITENIbHAEIX Apy3ed. OH He ocTaHeTcst 6e3 paboThl. UYTo ke KacaeTcs JIuz3su, bet
Oblla yBepeHa: OHa HU 3a 4To He OpocuT Matika. ['Tiaasi Ha HUX IMPOIIIEIM BeuepoM, beT moHsna,
KaKoil JoyKHa OBITh HacTosIas 11000Bk: Malik cMoTpen Ha JIu33u rina3aMu, OTHEIMA
Oe3rpanuyHOro 060kKaHus, u JIN331 0TBeUana eMy TeM Xke. HeT, HU4TO He CMOXKeT WX Pa3/IydHuTh.

Ber mopymara, 4To He BCe Tak IIJIOXO Ha CBeTe, eclii MalK BiIio6JIeH U ero Toxe o0saT. Bce-Taku
€CTb B XKM3HU cYacThe. M MyCTh el He CyK[AEeHO ero UCILTaTh — OHA Y2KAaCHO paja, YTO OHO
nocTtaHeTcst Maiiky u JIu33u. YOuBUTENIbHO, POMaHTHUYECKas JTI000Bb U CeMelHoe 01aromnonyyne
yrOTOBaHBI MUJIOMY, HO TAKOMY JIETKOMBICIIEHHOMY ¥ COBCEM He CKJIOHHOMY K pOMaHTUKe MauKy...

A Kak OHa Hafesnach, Kak MeuTaja, 4YTO BCe 3TO 6YI[eT HMEHHO Y Hee!
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Korma Jlekc BO3uUII ee 10 KPOXOTHEIM Kade B mpeaMecThsix JIOHIOHA, el Ka3alloCh, YTO 3TO TaK
poMaHTH4YHO! UTO OH HINET yeOuHEeHHUs, YTOOBI OBITH TOJILKO C Hel! A MMOTOM OHa IOHSJIA: OH ITPOCTO
He X0TeJl ahuIIMPOBaTh UX OTHOIIEHHUS, He X0TeJl, YTOOH UX BUAEIU BMecTe. Y moueMy, mouyeMy oHa
HUYero He 3ameTtuina? Eif gaxe Kasanoch, 6yaTo [lekc caMm Ha Bepxy 6/1axkKeHCTBa.

BeT mopHsIach Ha HOTH U TIOIIA HA KYXHIO, YTOOB CBapuTh ce0e Kode. [lekc Gorblie He UMeTT Hafl
Hel BnacTu. OH BCero NMIIb pa30ui el cepaue. «5 erne Moomasi, i CIPaBIOCh», — TOBOPHIA OHA
cebe, C TPymoM cHepxkuBasi cie3kl. [lekc [IKopaaHHU BCETo NHUIIb Pa30uil eil cepale.

Ber erne moxpnanachk Beuepa IOHeOeIbHUKA, YTOOH IT03BOHUTL MaliKy U y3HaTh, KakK y Hero mena. OHa
OCTOPOKHO TIOMHTEPeCcoBasiach Y Hero HacueT pabdOThl, U OH OTBETHUJI, YTO BCE B ITOJTHOM IIOPSITKE.
Craro 6bITh, [lekc oKa3ajcs 6ojee MOPSIOYHEIM, HeXKeJlM OHa Ipearoaraia.

A B natHULy BeT nonmyuyuna nuceMo ot [Tona. OH npuraman ee IOTOCTUTH Ha BUJLIE HA OCTPOBE
Kampu. OH maxe Kynum el OuieT ¥ JOTOBOPUJICA C ee HadyalbHUKOM. beT monkHa Oblla BEUIETETh
YyTpOM clefyoliel NATHULEL U TPoOHITh y [Toma mo Bockpecenbs. U eme [Ton mucan, 4To codupaeTcs
JKeHUThCS. beT yporuna nuceMo Ha noi. «Hy BoT, — c obnerderueMm nogymasna OHa, — BOT U
KOHYUJIUCh BCE€ MOU BOJIHEHU».

Ternepb OHa 3Hasa, Mo4yeMy [leKC He BEHIIIOJIHUI CBOEH YTPOo3bl HacueT MalKa, — IIOTOMY 4YTO €T0
cecTpa 3anonyuuna ITona. U gomxHo OBITE, OH yKe 3HaeT, 4To [1os1 — KpecTHHIN oTel] Ber. .

OnuHoKas cle3nHKa IIOKaTUlIachk 1o ee meke. Eif He X0Te0Ch exaTh Ha 3Ty CBafib0y — Beflb TaM
oynmet [lekc, — HO, eclii OHa He 1oefeT, [1oy cTpamHo O0UAUTCSA. A 3HQUUT... OHa HEIIPEMEHHO
noeneT. He qoctaBuT [leKCy yOOBOIBCTBUS CBOUM OTCYTCTBUEM. [IoKaxeT eMy, YTO HU KaleJIbKU ero
He Ooutcs. Y ecnu cyMeeT CMyTUTh €T0, TEM JIyUIIIE...

Kak mpuuynnuBo Bce ciienoch! ['0ToBUmack K cBoel cBagbOe, a 0OKa3asach, IIPUTJlallleHHOo# cpa3y Ha
IBe CBambOBI CBOMX APYy3el — MOXKHO CKa3aTh, CBOMX POOCTBEHHUKOB... M JIeKC Temeph Toxe OymeT
BXOMIUTH B 9TOT KPyT. [IpaBma, ckopee Bcero, mocjie OpakocoyeTaHus ee MUTbe OPY3bsI-MyXKUUHEI,
KPECTHBHIH 1 GpaTel], 3aiMyTCs YCTPOMCTBOM [IOMAIITHETO o4Yara U uM OyIeT He 70 ONMHOKOM
PONCTBEHHULIH.

[TycTh Tak. JIumb Obl OHU ObLTA CYACTIIUBLIL, OHA MX OYEHb JIOOUT U XKeJlaeT UM TOJIbKO Jo0pa.

A uTO0 KacaeTcs caMoii betT — oHa OymeT BHIOMpATh: BIepeau ee xkaeT BojmedHas MTamus,
cuacTnuBbld [1on u... onacHei [lekc. Mnu, ckopee BCero, paBHOAYILUHLIN. ..

Ene coepxuBas Bo3pacrTarlllee C KaXI0U CEKYHIOU BolIHeHue, beT cesla Ha TenaoxXo, KOTOPHIT
nomxeH OblT 0TBe3TH ee Ha Kanpu. Kak ITon u ofetran, B asponopty Hearoms ee BCTpeTHIa MallliHa
¥ [IOfIBE3J1a IIPSIMO K Tpaiy.

Bet HuKorga paHblie He ObiBasa B MiTanwu ¥ CMOTpesa 1o CTOPOHAM BO BCe TJla3a. Brimancs
TIOTOXKWi OCEHHUH IeHeK, CTONOKMK TepMOMeTpa BpeMeHaMU JOCTHUTall TPUALIATH I'PadyCoB, BO3TYX
OBLT HAaIlOEH apoMaToOM CO3PeBIINX GPYKTOB. B 9TUX Kpasx Iapui HU C YeM HeCPaBHUMBIA CUHUN
I[BET: IPOH3UTEJIbHASA CHHEeBa HebOa U 6ecKpalHsas CHHEBa MOPS. OTO OBLJIO BOIIIEOHO.

Korpa temnnoxop npuyanut K 6epery u bet 1o Tpamy couuta Ha 3eMJIio, K Helt 6pocusics ITon. OH Bech
CBETHUJICSA OT c4acTbsd. OHU OOHSAUCE, 1 TI0N ycaausl ee B MalllkHY.

— Htak, Tel cobpascs XKeHUThCS. Thl yBepeH B IPABUILHOCTU CBOETO PelleHus? — HaOpaBIIKuCh
MyZXeCTBa, 0cBefoMuacs ber.

[eByHmIKa ¢ 3eJIeHBIMH I'Ia3aMH 56 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

MozKeT, OH He 3HAeT, UTO MPEACTaBISIOT COO0M UJIeHb CeEMbH [IKOPHaHHU?
[Ton B3rIAHYT HAa HEee CBOMMU SICHBIMU T'Jla3aMU U OTBETHIL:

— ¢4 HUKOT[la ¥ HU B 4eM He OB Tak yBepeH, ber.

— Hy uto Xe, 51 3a Te0s1 6e3MepHa paja, — UCKpeHHe cKa3ana ber.

[Tonyaca cmycTs OHa y2Ke pacliaKoBhIBajla Belu. Ee mocenunu B OrpOMHOM KOMHATE, U3 OKHA
KOTOPOM OTKPHIBAJICS YyAECHBIN BUI HAa OKPECTHOCTHU. Bce BOKPYT OBIJIO OTAEIAHO C 0CO00M
POCKOIIIbI0 — MPAMOPHEIH 11071, MeGeslb U3 KPacHOTO fepeBa, OpOH30BLIe KaHIens10phl. KTo ObI HU
KW B 9TOM JOMe, OH, HECOMHEHHO, 3HaJl TOJIK B aHTUKBapHaTe.

Bert 6rICcTpO Mepeofienach B MIMPOKUE TONyOble IKUHCH 1 TEMHO-CHHIOI QyTOONKY U, BEIUOSA U3
KOMHATHI, TOUTH OEroM CITyCTHUIIACh 110 JIECTHUIIE. BHU3Y B TOCTHHOM ee BCTPeTUn I1om.

— 3pech moTpsicaiomie! — BOCTOPKEHHO BOCK/IMKHYTA berT.

— IIa, HEMoX0, — ¢ ynbIOKOM cornacuincs ITon. — Tel romogHa? Xodemb nuTh? CKaxu, ecnu Tede
4YTO-HUOYAb HYXKHO...

— JlaBa¥ morynisieM B cafy, I0Ka He CTEMHEJI0, — IIpensioxuia bert.

— OTnuyuHas MBICTTb. AHHHL He OyfIeT elre mapy 4acoB, TakK YTO ¥ HAC eCTh BO3MOXKHOCTh CIIOKOMHO
TIOTOBOPHUTh.

OH B35 CBOIO TOCTHIO 3@ PYKY U BBIBEJN B Caj] Yepe3 CTEKIISTHHYIO IBephb. beT 3amMepra Ha MecTe.
Bokpyr 11Benu 1IBETH, BCe Onaroyxaro.

OHa He MoOrJla ITOBEPHUTD, YTO yKe HOsIOph. ClipaBa OT moMa pacIoarajcs 6acceiH ¢ KpUCTaabHO
YHUCTOU BOMOM, BOOJb aJijiel TAHYJICSA aKKypaTHO IOACTPUXKEHHBIU KyCTapHUK.

— Kak 3m0poBo! — B3BU3rHysIa beT u faxe MOAIPHITHYIa Ha MeCTe.

— HWHorpma s 3a6bIBalo, YTO THI Y2Ke B3pocias, beTTu, — nackoBo mpou3sHec [10/1, — B 9TOM THI I10X0XKa
Ha cBoero otma. OH TOXKe PajoBaJiCs XKU3HHU, Kak pebeHOK.

Bet moBepHynack K [1omy, BcTasla Ha LBIIOYKY U IIOLIEIOBAJIA €T0 B IIEKY.
— Cnacub0, — THXO CKa3ajia OHa.

K momy mogpexasia MallliHa, Pe3K0 3aTOPMO3MIIa, U3 Hee BRICKOYMIT Pa3bsIPEeHHBIN [[eKC u
HAIIPABUJICS IPSMO K HUM. beT oTnpsinyna oT Ilona u cMepTenbHO mo0neqHena.

— Tr1 momoHOK, Moppuc! — psaBkHyI [lekc U co Bcero pa3Mmaxa ygapui [loma B uemtocTs. TOT ynasn Ha
TpaBy.

9T0 BCe mpou301UI0 Tak OBICTPO, UTO BeT He ycnena Hu4ero coobpa3uts. OHa IPOCTO CTOSIA U C
yX&KacoM risgena Ha [lekca.

— A THL... — JleKc 3anHyncs. 3HaHUS aHTJIMMCKOTO SIBHO HE XBaTaJio, YTOObI BHIPA3UTh €T0
9yBCTBA. — THL... TH... — OH IepelleN Ha UTAIbIHCKUY, CXBATUII €€ 3a PYKY, 3allUXHYJ B MallUHY, a
caM CeJl 3a pyJib.
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Ber nepenosnomunack. OHa B OTYasTHUY AePHYJIa Py4Ky ABEPIH, HO [leKc ycmen 3anepeTs 3aMok. OH
BKJTIOYUJI 3aKUTaHWe, B3BU3THY/IM IOKPHIIIKK. BeT BXKaach B CIUHKY CULEHbs. [IeKC BelexXal 3a
BOPOTa BUJLIEL U TIOHECCS C TAKOW CyMacIlIeflIen CKOPOCThI0, YTO y beT Ayx 3axBaTHUIIO.

— Tr cBuxnHyncs! Trl ke yObellb Hac! — 3aKpuyasia OHa.

— Ecnu TONIBKO Tak s MOTY pa3Ny4uTh TeOs C HUM, S 9TO CHealo, — CKBO3b 3y0Bl ITPOroBopu JIekc u
Opocus Ha Hee B3TJIS, MTOJIHbIM HEHABUCTHU U TNTy004YalIero npe3peHus.

— Tol cisitun! Tel abcomtoTHO crsiTun! — BeT 3akphina rila3a U MBICIIEHHO B3MOJUIIAcCh: «['ocmony,
CIIaCH ¥ COXpaHu!»

— Vcnokoticst, — orpei3uyics Jlekc, — s He COOHMPaICh PUCKOBATh COOOM paay TAaKOH IITIOXM, KaK
THI.

BeT nmouyyBcTBOBaja, Kak MallliHa TOPMO3UT, OTKPhIIa Ila3a u mocMoTtpesa Ha [lekca. Ero ry6s! 6uimu
TIJIOTHO C3KATHl, Ha JIUIle He APOTHYJ HU OOUH MYCKYJ, OH TSXKeJo Ablma. Ero pyku Tak Kpenko
CKUMaJy PyJjIb, YTO KOCTSIIIKY TaiblieB 0OEeeNy.

beTt He cMena mpou3HecTy HU 3ByKa. HakoHel [IeKC CBEPHYII C IOCCe U ocTaHOBUICA. OH
IIOBEPHYJICS K BeT U UCIHITYIOIIe IOTTIIeN Ha Hee.

— Huuero He xo4elb MHe CKa3aTh? — C HECKPBEIBAEMOU SPOCTHIO IIPOU3HEC OH. — MOXKET,
00BSICHUIIB, KAKOT'O [IbsIBOJIA THI TpHEeXasa?

— Brinyctu MeHs1, — npoiuenTana ber.
— JIBepb OTKpEHITA.

BeT cHOBa mepHYyIa 3a Py4Ky, ABepIia MoAnanach, ¥ OHa, OYKBaIbHO BHITPHITHYB U3 MAIlIUHEI,
Opocunachk nmpoysb. OTOEKAB MOMAIbIIe, OHA Cejla Ha 3eMJTi0 ¥ 00XBaTuIa KOJIeH! PyKaMu. M3 rias
TpajioM TEKIHU CJIe3H. Ee BCI0 TPSICIO0 OT IIEPEXKUTOTr0 BOJTHEHUA. B KaKOi-TO MOMEHT OHa
MEeNCTBUTEILHO UCITyTalach 3@ CBOIO KU3Hb.

— Cne3snl Tebe He TOMOTYT, — IIPOrpeMest Hafl yXOM rojioc [lekca. — Y MeHSI UMMYHUTET K
UCTepUKaM.

Ber BckuHyna rojoBy. OH BO3BHIILIAJICS HaJl HElM, BeCh B UePHOM — B [IXKMHCAX ¥ CBUTEpPE, — KaK
aHTeJl CMEPTH.

— { He nyauy, — 3aMKasACk, Iporopopuia bet, — npocTo g B moKe. MeHs1 HUKOTa IIpeXe He
noxuuiany. [la ele Takue NOJIOyMHbIE MaHbSIKY, KakK Thl. — OHa HauWHaJla IOCTEIIeHHO TPUXOAUTE B
ce0sl.

— W THI Ha3BIBaellh MeHS IOJIOYMHBIM? Dio, XKeHIIMHA, Ja Kak ke Thl Moxelb?! Heyxenu y Te6s
HET HY Kaljau TOPOOCTU?

Ero cnoBa 3amenu ee 3a KuBoe. OHa BCTaa Ha HOTY U CMEJIO0 IIOCMOTpPEJIa eMy B I'lla3a.

— Tl mepecekia mon EBpormsl, 9TOOH YBUIETh YeI0BEKA, KOTOPHIMA 3aBTPa XKEHUTCS, KOTOPHIH HE
mobut Tebs! I'ocionu, ma Beob OH MOT OB OBITH TBOUM OTIIOM!

Ber cpenana mar Brepeq ¥ B3moxHya. [leKC He 3HAJ IIpaBAbl 0 Hel u [Tone.
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— OH MOU KPEeCTHHIM, — TUXO CKa3alla OHa, ¥ ee JINI0 BAPYT UCKa3uiaa rpuMaca 37100H.

— He paccka3wiBaii cKa3ku. — JleKc Opocul Ha Hee YHUUMKUATEIbHBIN B3rIAA. — 4 3Hato Moppuca.
OH HUKOITla HUYEro He [eJlaeT IIPOCTo Tak. [lyMaells, s T0BEPIo, YTO OH 3aJapoM
IIOKPOBUTEJILCTBOBAJI TAKOU MaJIeHbKOU APSHY, KakK Th? He cmelu MeHs!

Bet rycTto nokpacHena.

— Yro 3a Oper TH Hecelllb! — Ee 3efieHble I1a3a CBEPKHYNIU. — [0 — Mol KpeCTHBIN 0oTell. U oH
mo6uT MeHd. Bcerma nro0ui, co JHS MOEro pOXKAEeHUs, IOTOMY 4TO OBLI ApyroM Moero oTna. Y s
«Iepecekia 1moi EBpomnbl», KakK Thl BHIPA3UJICS, IIOTOMY YTO OH IIPUTJIAcHI MeHs K cebe Ha cBagsby. U
3Haelb yTo? 1 Toxe ero ymoo6m0. M mobiio ero 60JIbIIe BCexX Ha CBEeTe, BeIb OH eMUHCTBEHHEIH U3
BCEX, KOT0 1 3HAl0, HU pa3y MeHs He Ipefas ¥ He oOMaHy! A THL... — OHa CO 37I0PafiCTBOM
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha OHeMeBIIero Jlekca, — Thl HAOPOCUJICS Ha HEr0 CO CBOMMU UAMOTCKAMU
00BHHEHUSAMH, JaXKe He BHSICHUB, YTO K 4eMy!

— Cristo! — BocknukHyn [lekc 1 mo6aBUl ellje HECKOJIBKO CJIOB II0-UTaIbIHCKH.
Kyma mernock ero o6sr9yHoe paBHOAyIme? OH OBl MePTBEHHO-0J1efieH U Kycall TyOH.

— Ecnu Moppuc meiicTBUTENbHO TBOM KPECTHBIM, T0YeMy Tkl MHe 00 3TOM paHbllle He CKa3ana? —
TJIyXO CIIPOCHJI OH.

Wtak, Benukuii u yxKacHbei [lekctep [IKOpAaHHN HaKOHEI-TO IIOHSJI CBOIO OIIMOKY.
HakoHen-To, ycMexHynach npo cebs beT. OHa Hacaxpganach KaXaoi CEKyHION ero YHUXKEeHUS.

— Trl MeHS HUKOTa He crpalurBall. — OHa CKOIb3HYJIa B3TJISIAOM 10 €r0 IOMpPayHeBIIEMY JIUIY. —
Ecnm MHe He U3MeHseT MaMsaTh, MBIl BCTPeTUNH [Ioa BCero OguH pa3, B Ka3WHO, U C TEX IIOP TH HE
yIoMuHan ero uMeHu. — (Jekc cMyTumcs eire 6ombie.) — Hedero qo6aBuTs, ekcrep?

IIexc HeyBepeHHO ITOKayvaJs rojioBoit. OH u3beras BCTPeUaThCS C Hel B3TIISOOM.

— Tl paBa, g He cupamuBan Tebs o Moppuce. He cmparmBani, oToMy 4TO AUKO peBHOBan. — OH
3aMOT4an ¥ IPOLOJIKUII TOJIBKO CIIyCTS MUHYTY: — CeromHs, KOTa yBUAEN, KaK TH IeTyelllb
Moppuca, g CII0BHO OMeIIancs. MHe HET IPOLIEeHNS, HO Beb 51 He 3HaJI IpaBabl. TH JOIXKHA IIOHATH
MOY 4YyBCTBa. f xouy o6sagaTh ToOOU U peBHYIO Te0s maxe K TBoel paboTe. He mory 6e3 Tebs KUTE.

OH cpoenan mIar o HalpaBlieHuo K beT, HO OHa OTCTPaHUIACh.

— Tl TPOCTO JKKBAsk CKOTHHA, — THUXO CKa3aJia OHa. — ThI JITajl MHE C CaMOT0 HavaJa, TaK 4TO
npubeperu CBOM IBIJIKME NTPU3HAHUS 71 KOro-HUOYOb Apyroro. MeHs OT Te0s TOIIHUT.

—C 4ero THI B3si71a, 4TO 5 Nry? BeT Ha CeKyHOy IPHUKpHIIa Ira3a. [Jaxe cerdac OH He XO0UeT BO BCeM
co3HaThcs. OH IIpoJosKaeT IraTh el, Kak Oy[ATO OHa BCe Ta XkKe HauBHAs JeBOYKa, BIIOOUBIIASACS B
Hero C I1epBOT0 B3IJIAfA.

— IToToMy uTO 4 Bce 3Hal0, [lekc. 3Hato, 3a4eM Thl co0na3HUI MeHs. [IpoCTo XOTeNl OTAAIUTh MEHS
ot ITosna, 4TOOH TBOSI CecTpa Morjia 6eCIpenssTCTBEHHO BHIUTH 3a HETO 3aMyXK.

— Her... — Bo3pa3un oH. — Bce OBIII0 COBCEM HE TakK...

— He yrpyxpatics, [lekc. f cnpiiiana, Kak T CKa3al 3TO.
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— Korma? I'me?
— B TOT meHs, KOrfia TH BEPHYJICS U3 HBIO-PIOpKa. B ToOT meHs, KorHa g 3axonuia K TeOe B Ka3WHO.
— B TOT meHs, KOrfa TH pacToprjia Hally IOMOJIBKY... — IIPOTIHYI [leKc.

— Ia. Tr1 OB IPaB, 1 He OCTaBIISIJIA 3alIUCKY Y TBOEM CeKpeTapIliy U He HaBelllana 60IbHYIO
noxpyry. Tel 3agepxkancs, [leKc, ¥ g pellnia CoelaTh CIOPIPU3, HarpsiHyB K Tebe B oduc. B
IPHUEeMHOM OBII BKJIIOUEH CEJIEKTOD, U S ClbllIaia, KaK Thl 00CyXKAaa CO CBOMM OPYTOM CBOIO OBIBIIYIO
JKEeHY, 0 KOTOPOU 3a0bII COOOIIUTH MHE.

Ilexc mobegHeN ellle CUIbHee.
— BrI cMesinuch, TH U TBOM Apyr. 500, KaxkeTcs.
— Bo6, — moxgTBepaun JIekc.

— BrI cMesinuch u unu BUCKK. Tebe HeKy/a OBbIJIO CIEINTh: «IeBOYKa MOTIJIa MOI0oXKaaTh». [la, Thl
IIOMOJIBJIEH, HO 3TO HEe 3HAUMT, YTO ThI KEHUIIILCS, BETb «IeBOYKa» BCTpPedaeTCs C XKEHUXOM TBOeH
CECTPHI, @ 3TOTO ThI JOMYCTUTh He MOT U PELIN HeWTPaIn30BaTh COTIEPHUILY, BNIOOUB ee B ce0s. T
CITy4aiiHO YBUMEN MeHs Ha OaHKeTe y bpaiica, u B royioBe y TeOsI MTHOBEHHO CO3PeIl U30LIPEHHEIM
nnaH MecTd. MHe npogokaTth? Umu TE caM pacCKaxXellb, YTO MPOU3OIII0 Hasble?

— $1 TOMHIO 3TOT PA3TOBOP, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUN JleKc. — M 3Hal0, KaK 9TO MPO3BYYasI0 CO CTOPOHH,
HO f...

— JloBonbHO! — mepebuna ero bet. — I He mypa. Thl BCEro Nuillb XO0TEJ ITOMOYb CBOEH cecTpe. T
y3HaJl BO MHE Ty JeBYIIKY, KOTOpas yXkHrHasna ¢, [Tonom, Korga TBOsI CeCcTpa IIpuexasia K HeMy. Th
WCIIOJIb30Ba/l MeHs. A KOrfa TBOY IJIaH MIPOBAJIUJICS, Hayal MeHs IIaHTaXkKKWPoBaTh. {1 He crasna
MHOTO HOuel, 6ecriokosich 3a MaliKa, a II0TOM II0JTy4uJia IIPUrlalleHre Ha CBafib0y U MmoayMaa, 4To
mpobiieMa pelreHa.

— He coBcem. Ecnu OBl THI CKa3ajla MHe IIpaBy 0 Moppuce B Ty HOYb, KOTja BEICTaBUJIa MEHS 3a
OBEPh, HUYETO 3TOr'0 HE MMPOU30IIIO0 OBI.

['na3a BeT 6ecHyIM HEXOPOIIMMHU UCKOPKaMHU.

— Taxk, 3Ha4uT, I BO BceM BHUHOBaTa? — OHa IToKadasa I'ojioBoi. — Torma B Ka3MHO, BMECTO TOI'O
YTOORI 11€JI0BATh MEHS, THl MOT OBl YeCTHO CIIPOCHTD, OTKYy/Ma 5 3Halo [Tomma. — BeT 3amMongana. — Thl
IIPOCTO HemogpaxaeM, [lekcTep, — NPOJOIKUIIa OHA, TepeBefs AyX. — THl Jelaellb TOJIBKO TO, YTO
Hayo Tebe, ¥ HUKOTa He UHTEPECYellbCsl YYBCTBAMU OPYTUX. Thl MHE ITPOTUBEH.

Oma 3amiia CIUIIKOM Aaneko. [leKc CXBaTuil ee 3a PYKYy U IIPDUTAHYII K cebe.

— TIpoTuBeH? — C mpeXHelN X0I0IHOCThIO BO B3TJISIfIE CIIPOCUIT OH. — [IpoTuBeH? U 51 OBII MPOTUBEH
Tebe, Korga 3aHuMarics ¢ To601 11000BbI0, a THL BCe IOBTOpsia Moe uMsa? [Taxe Torma, bet?

OH HaKJIOHHUJICS, YTOOHI ITOIEJI0OBATh €e, HO OHA OTBEPHYJIACh ¥ BOCKIMKHYIA:
— He cMmeilt aTOr0 menarts!

— Ilouemy HET? — rOpPHKO YXMBIIBHYJICA [leKC — MHe Hedero TepsaTh. Thl 3aCTaBUJla MEHS CTpafaTh
¥ 3aIJIaTUIIb 34 3TO.
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Bet comporuynack. Camoo6nafaHue Hayaso MOKumaTh ee. ['yOrl [lekca HaCTOMYKMBO JOOUBANIUCEH OT
Hee B3aUMHOCTH, W, HECMOTPST Ha BHYTPEHHMI TPOTeCT, beT oTBeTHa Ha ero mnoenyi. Yepes
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT OH BIPYT PE3KO OTIYCTHII €€ U CKa3all:

— Tlopa Bo3Bpammarthscs. S JOMKEeH U3BUHUTHLCS IepPef TBOUM KPECTHEIM OTIIOM. MOXKeIlb
TI03JI0PAfCTBOBATE.

Bet B3rJIAHYJIa Ha €ro HEIIPOHUIIaeMO€ JIMIIO U IIOHAJId, 9YTO OH TdK K€ IIDOTHUBEH CaMOMY Ce6e, KaK U
eu.

['JTABA JEBATAA

IIekc pacmaxHyJ OBEPIy MAIlWHBI ¥ KeCTOM mnpuriacui bet BHyTpb. OHa Konebanack. OH He IpaB:
OHa He co0upasach 3710paficCTBOBaTh. HampoTus, y Hee OBIJIO TaKOe YyBCTBO, OYATO OHA TEPSIET YTO-TO
OYeHb BaXKHOE.

— He 6oiics, Bet. Hu omuH BoJIOC He ymafeT C TBOeW rooBbl, — cKa3zajy Jlekc — Camuce. Oberaro,
YTO He CTaHY IIPEBHIIIATh CKOPOCTh.

BeTt mokopHoO cena. Bcio gopory [lekc Mo4ar, ¥ TUIIL KOTAa MOOPYIUII K TapagHOMYy KPBUIbIY, Ha
KOTOpoM cTosin I1om, OH 3acToHan:

— Dio!

B, myme BeT meBenbHYTach XkKaloCTh, HO Yepe3 MTHOBEHUE OHA MOgyMalia, YTO OH He 3aClTyKHUBaeT
ee couyBcTBUS. OHa BHIIJIa U3 MAIIMHEL U CTajla IOMHUMATHLCS Ha KPBIIbLO. [JeKc mociaegoBat 3a
HeH.

Bre3amHo 0TKyga-To BhIIeTella KeHIWHa, B KOTOpou beT ceilyac ke y3Hasa Ty caMyl0 BCIIBUIbYUBYIO
KpacaBuily, ycTpousinyio [Tony ckaHmas B pecTopaHe, u 6pocunach K JJekcy. OHa Oblyia BHe ce6s 1
YT0-TO OBICTPO FOBOPUJIA NO-UTANIBSIHCKY, & [leKC CTOsJI, IOHYPO OIIyCTUB T'OJIOBY.

— Bce B opsimke, betanu? — 3a60TnuBO ocBegoMuIcs I107, TOJI0KUB PYKY el Ha miedo. — A u
3a0kb1y1, YTO TH 3HAKOMa C [lekcoM. {1 mepexuBan 3a Te0s1. Mexkay BaM{ YTO-TO IIPOMCXOOUT, a?

— Pasymeercs, HeT. 4 BcTpeTusna ero, Korga xoauna ¢ MakoMm Ha oguH npueM. OH IIPeaIoXuiI MHe
IIOCMOTPETh ero Ka3uHo, BOT ¥ Bce. — beT He Morjia cka3aTh npaBay. — He Gecmokotics, [Tor...

— Yro 3TO TH cebe m03BoJIgelh, [xKopHaanHu? — nepedun ee [Ton, korga [lekc mopolen K HeMy. —
[ToHumaro, THl JABHO MMeeIlh Ha MeHs 3y0, ¥, BO3MOXKHO, 5 faKe 3TO 3aCIyXKWI, HO C KaKoil CTaTh
ThI HaOpaCHBAEIIbCS Ha MO0 KPECTHUILY?

ber TIOBEPHYIIACE K JI[eKcy. ITo ero JINNy OHaQ TIOHsJIA, YTO OH CJIBIIIAN €€ Pa3roBOp C [Tomom.

— Ilon, — Hayvan oH, — $ IoJIaras, YTo 3alUIai YeCTh CBOeU ceCTphl. bombille MHe He4ero cKkas3aTth
B CBOe OIlpaBiaHue. f mporty y Te0s IPOIIeHus OT Bcero ceppia. CiemoBano cCHavala BCe BBISICHUTE,
a yXK IOTOM KUaThCs Ha Tebsg. MHe 04eHb-04eHb CTHIAHO. OCTaeTcs UMb HalesIThCS, YTO KOTa-
HUOYyOb TH IPOCTHUIIb MeHS. 4 yKe U3BUHUIICS Iepef] CBOel CeCcTpoy u, padyMeeTcs, mepern betanu.

beT HemoBepuuBo risgHysa Ha [lekca. [Toxoxke, 0OH AeMCTBUTEILHO COXKaell 0 TOM, YTO chenain. B ero
r7a3ax CBETHJIOCh PacKasiHUe, YEPTHI JIUIa CMSATUYUINCE. «ITO-TO 51 He TIOMHIO, YTOOBI THI U3BUHSJICS
repeno MHOM», — nopyMasa beT u mocmoTpena Ha AsHy. Ta nmogeprana [losa 3a pykas.
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— IlpencraBs MeHS, — IIONIPOCHUJIA OHA.
[Ton TO3HAKOMMUII KEHIIWH, ¥ BCe BMECTE OHU BOIIIYU B IOM.

— Kaxoit yynecHsiii goM! — 3aMetuna Bet, 4T0OH IpepBaTh 3aTIHYBIIYIOCS [Tay3y, U 00paTUIach K
[Tony. — T&l €ro CHAN UK KyNIUII?

— Ynacu boxe, HeT! — BocknukHYyJ [Ton 1 ycesncs B MaCCUBHOE KPeCyIo BO3Jie KaMUHa. — JTa BUJIJIa
IpUHaAIeXuT [leKCcTepy, X0Ts, 110 CcJI0BaM AHHEI, OH He YaCTHIM ['OCTh B 9TOM pato. Ero cectpa xXuseT
u pabortaet B Heamnone. Tam MBI 1 T0O3HAaKOMUIUCH. AHHA pellnia yCTPOUTh CBafb0y Ha BUJITE,
TIOTOMY 4TO 31ECh TUXO U YIOTHO. MBI IPUTIAaCUIIM JIUIIh HECKOJIBKO OIM3KUX IPY3el U He XOTUM,
YTOOB! Ta3€TYUKY YCTPOUIIM U3-3a2 ITOT0 COOBITUS LIYMUXY.

Iekc He roBopun bet, 4To y Hero ecth Bujna Ha Kanpu. U ecnu O 0Ha 3Hasa, 4To I10/ mpuriamaet
ee Ha BuIy [lekca, To HU 3a 4TO OBl HE ITpuexara.

‘-Iepes HEKOTOpO€E BpeMd IModalln YKHWH, U BCE€ B IIOJTHOM MOJTYaHUHU IIE€PEMECTUIINCH B CTOJIOBYIO.

Brino oueBUaHO, 4TO AHHA BCe ellle He mpocTuna [lekcy ero Bexoaky. OHa yIIOpHO UTHOPHpPOBaa ero
IIOIBITKY 3arOBOPUTH U IEMOHCTPATHBHO OTBOpPaduBasach oT Hero. [1of paccka3san bet o
IPEeICTOsIIEeN lIepEMOHNY, U TI0 TOMY, KaK OH IIOTJISIbIBAJ B CTOPOHY JleKca, OblJI0 IIOHSTHO, YTO OH
TOXKe 37UJICS Ha OpaTa cBoel GymyIiel XKeHH.

YTo KacaeTcst caMoro [ekca, OH He IPOPOHUI HH CIIOBa. Ero MUI0 He BRIPaXKaao POBHBIM CYETOM
Hu4yero. Korga o noBun Ha ceOe 03aboueHHBIN B3rAn beT, ero rina3a cBepKaiau TaKWM THEBOM, UYTO
OHa HEBOJILHO KpacHeJla U KycaJja I'y0Hl.

HakoHell y2KiH 3aKOHYUJICS U II0Jany Kode.

— MbI TO3HAKOMHUJIUCh He — IIPU CaMbIX YOAUYHBIX 00CTOSITEILCTBAX, — MATKO CKa3asia AHHa, Cafisich
psnoM ¢ bet B rocTuHoi. — IIpocTy MeHs: KOTfia 5 yBUAesa Bac B pecTopaHe... S He 3Hasia, 4To...

— ...4TO 5 ero KpecTHHUIla, — 3aKoHYUsa ¢pa3y ber. — Bce B nopsigke. CaMoe ri1aBHOE, YTO BH
IIOMUPUJIACE. ¢l 3a Bac yKacHO pafa.

— Cnacubo. Hageioch, MbI CMOZKEM IOAIPYKUTHCS. Y elrle g Ipoly mpolleHus 3a Moero 6parta. OH
nyMmai, 4to ITonn u3aMeHun MHe, ¥ IBITAJICA MEHS 3aIlUTUTh. [IeKC ClIaBHBIYA MaJlblii, HO €CJiU
Pa303UTCs, HAUMHAET PBaTh U MeTaTh. OH CTAHOBUTCS IIPOCTO PAzZZo...

— BeT He 3HaeT, 4TO 03HavaeT CJI0BO «.pazzo», AHHa. K TOMy XKe OHa O04YeHb yCTajia, — BMEIIaICsa
Iexc u 4T0-TO THXO0 H00aBUI MO-UTANbIHCKU. — [lokigeM, s IPOBOXKY TeOs B TBOIO KOMHATY, —
obparuscs oH K ber.

«ITopmnen! — npoHecoch B ronose y bet. [la Kak OH cMeeT?»
— 4 cama. — OHa BcTaJa C gHBaHa.

— IueM 4 Obln ykaceH. Vi3BuHU. W paspelnn MHe UCKYIUTh CBOIO BUHY U J0Ka3aTh Tebe, 4To 5
PaOyIIHbIH X035KH.

Bet xoTena Bo3pa3uTh, HO mepeayMasna. OHa mocMoTpena Ha I1oia, HO OH 0 YeM-TO 0XKUBJIEHHO
OecemoBay ¢ AHHOM ¥ He ofpallla Ha HUX HUKAKOT0 BHUMaHUs. BeT moxesnaia UM CIIOKOMHON HOUM
¥ T0cJiefoBasia 3a [IeKCoM BBEpX I10 JIECTHHUIIE.
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— Mozxemsb He n300paxaTh U3 ce0s pafylUIHOTO X035IMHA, — CKa3aJjia OHa, OCTaHOBUBIINCH Ha
MIOJIIYTH, — AaJiblile 5 IOUAY cama.

Ero Gonblnas pyka fieria e Ha IJeyo.
— He Tak 6wicTpo, bet. HaMm Hy>XKHO IOTOBOPUTS.
Ot ero npukocHOBeHus beT BCa 3aTpeneTana.

— Ham He 0 4eM roBOpPUThL, — OTBETHJIA OHA. — MBHI IIPOCTO IIpHexasy Ha cBagbby K CBOMM POMHBIM.
IlaBaii ocTaBUM BCe KaK eCTb. — BeT pa3BepHyJach U IOIIa Aajblile, HO, KOTOa OJOCTHUTIIa IBEPU
CBOEH CITa/JIbHH, 3a CIIMHOM CHOBA pa3mascs rojioc Jlekca.

— 3HaAYuUT, TH HUYET0 He UMeelllb IPOTUB, €CNM S pacckaxy [0y BCiO IpaBAy O HAIIMX
OTHOIIEHUSX? — C CApAOHUYECKON YCMEIIKON ITOMHTEePEeCOBaICs OH.

— Yto?! — Ber B yXace [I0CMOTpea Ha Hero.

— MHe Bcerfa Ka3auoch, YTO OGHA MaJleHbKasl HellpaBia POXAaeT OOJIBIIYIO JI0XKb. TH He
cornacHa? — B ero romnoce 3By4asn sIBHBIM CapKa3M.

Ber moHuMara, Ha 4YTO OH HaMeKaeT. Terneps [IeKC He CKOPO 1mo3abygeT 0 TOM, UTO OHA COJirajia eMy.
Ou OecuiepeMOHHO BTOJIKHYJI €€ B CIIaJIbHIO U 3aKPhUIT 3a c000ii iBeph. beT cHOBa ocTanach C HUM
HaeJguHe.

— 41 TONBKO X04y MOTOBOPUThH, — HAXMYPHUBILUCE, CKa3al [lekc.
— JlagHO, — cornacusachk bet u oTolia K OKHY.
— Tebe HpaBUTCS TBOSI KOMHATA?

«CTpaHHBIY BOopoCc, — nopyMaia beT. — Kak MoXeT He HpaBUThCS POCKOIIHAS OIIOYMBAJIbHS, B
KOTOPOM He CTHIIHO ITOCEIUTh KOPOi?»

— Bce oueHb MU0, — UMHTHPYS €T0 UPOHUYHEIN TOH, OTBETHIIA OHA.

— Pap, 9To TH MOBOMBHA. 4 FOTOB CHOENaTh YTO YTOMHO, MUIIb OBl Te6e OBITI0 XOPOIIIO.
beTt HepBHO 3acmesnnacs.

— He maHuKy#, — yneiOHymcs [leKc, — s He ¥Mell B BULY HUYET0 IPeJoCyTUTeIbHOTO.
— Yro-uubyns eie?

— 91 momxkeH U3BMHUTHLCS mepen To6ou, beT. Trl Oblyla IpaBa: s JeMCTBUTENIBHO MIPUTIIacull Te0s Ha
CBUMIaHUE, IOTOMY YTO AyMaJl, 4To y TeOst pomaH c ITonoMm. { cmeman 9To pafu CBOEH CECTPHL U HU O
yeM He XKaJelw.

Bet cmoTpesna Ha HEro HEBUAAIIKMMY I'ma3aMu. OH faxe U3BUHUTHCS HOPMa/IbHO HE MOXKET.
— Tol HeBBIHOCUM. MHe KaxXeTcs, 51 TeOsT HeHaBUXKY.

— Tol BIIpaBe MeHSI HEHaBUEeTh, beT, HO M03BOJIb JOTOBOPUThL. — [l€KC IPOBEJI PYKOH 110 CBOUM
TyCTBIM TEMHBIM BOJIocaM. — I CHBIlIas, 4To TH cKa3aja [lony npo Haule cBuganue. O3HavyaeT iu
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3TO, YTO THI HE X04elllb, YTOORI 10T ¥ MOSI cecTpa 3Halu O Halllel CBI3U?

— Bepno, — npo6opmoTana bet. — Tebe nmoBeano, JekcTtep. ITo Kakoi-To nmpuuute 1oyl cCYUTAET, UTO
3aCJTyKUJT TBOM ymap B yemocTh. OH He IyMaeT, YTO 3TO U3-3a MeHs. Thl MOJIOMEIl: Tl BO3UII MEHS
YKUHATh B 3aX0/IyCThe, YTOOB HUKTO He YBUEI Hac BMecTe. ITO K JTydIIeMy.

— Jlyma#t 4TO X0ouelllb, beT, 1 He cTaHy OIpaBABIBAaTLCS: 9TO Oecmoie3H0. Moe nmoBeneHue OBIIO
HEMPOCTUTENbHBIM. Ho mait MHE BO3MOXKHOCTh 00bSICHUTHCS. KaxKeTcs, TH He 3HAEIlb, YTO S
HE3aKOHHOPOXKIeHHEIM pebeHOK. AHHA — MOS CTaplasi cecTpa. Y Hac pa3Hble OTIHL. S pomumics
yepe3 BOCeMHaAlaTh MeCSILEB IIOCTIe TOT0, KaK MOsI MaTh OBHOBena. 3aech, B FOxHoU MTanuu, monn
OueHb IeNeTUNIbHE U He MPOoIaloT APYT OPYTY HU Majeuniero npoMaxa. Y tem 6oyiee 0OHM OCyKOanu
JKEeHIIKMHY, KOTopas POfUiia, HelaBHO II0XOPOHUB CBOET0 MyXa. [laxe ceryac, B eBSHOCTEIE,
HEKOTOPBIe CTAapPYIIKK HOCAT Tpayp M0 MyXKbsIM, YMEPIIUM TPUALATE JIeT Ha3af.

— TrI He 00s3aH... — Hayaja ber.

— O6s3aH. 4 momxeH Tebe Bce paccKa3aTh. MBI KUK B MaJIeHbKOM IOMHKE HeflaleKo OT IopTa.
3mecs, Ha Kamnpu, Bce 3Hanu 0 nogpoOHOCTSAX MOETro poXaeHus. Mosi MaMa CTOMKO CHOCHJIa BCe
0CKOPOJIeHMST, KOTOPEIMU €€ OCHITIa/IM, a IIOTOM s Hadas 3apabaThBaTh J€HbIH, MHOT'O JEHET, 1
nepeBe3 ee B Heamonb. [IBa roga Ha3ag Mama ymepnia. OHa Oblla O4eHb OOIMHOKA. [Ipy3bst IOHOCTH
TaK U He CMOTJIU €€ IIPOCTUTb.

— 3a4yeM THI MHE BCe 3TO pacCKa3blBaelllb? — TUXO crpocuia ber.

— Xouy, 4TOOHI THI TOHSJIA, TOYEMY S IIOCTYIIUII C TOOOM TaK, KakK MOCTYIMI. Thl HOIXKHA 9TO 3HATh.
[Ton maBHO XUBeT B MTanuu U ycIiell U3y4YUTh MECTHHIE Tpafuluy. AHHa OepeMeHHa, U OHa He
3aMmyxkeM. Kak ee 6pat 51 06513aH OTOMCTHUTD OTITy peOeHKa.

— bepemenna? — nporosopuina bet. — Ho 3T0 XKe 3amedaTtenbHo! M3 Ilona BEIMOET OpeKpPaCHBIN
OTell, 1 yBepeHa.

— Ia, g 3Har! Ho Tpu Mecsua Ha3ap [lon u ArHa paccTtanuch. OHa npuexana K Hemy B JIOHZIOH,
yTOOHR! BHISICHUTh OTHOINIEHMS, ¥ He 3aCTajla ero joMa. Torga 9KOHOMKa, MUccuc bpeBukK, cka3aja eu,
T7e ero HauTH.

— Omna Bcerfia 3HaeT, rIe ero UCKaTh, — MOATBepauia ber.

— Ha aTort pas 6n110 OvI yullle, ecyiu OBl OHa He 3Haja. 7 3aMeTun Te6s1 B pecTopaHe paHbllle AHHHIL.
[TpencraBh, KakK 9TO BRITJISAMENO0 CO CTOPOHE: KpacuBas MOJIOfas feBYIIKa 000IbCTUTEIHHO
ynbI0aeTCcs COCTOSITeIbHOMY My2KUMHE, KOTOPHEIM MHOTO CTapiie ee... — [leKc 3amMoi4as Ha
HECKOJIbKO CEeKYH[I U MPOIOIKUI U3MEHHUBIIUMCS To0coM: — OcTanbHOe Tebe U3BeCTHO. AHHA
B30ecusach, ¥ MHe IIPHUIIUIOCh YBECTH ee U3 pecTopaHa. [103:ke, Korma CHOBa yBHUAeNn Te0s, s
nopymai: «HeM g xyxke Moppuca?» YyBcTBoBan ce0s IOCIeIHUM IIOJIEI[0M, HO 5 [Iefiaa BCe 9TO
panu AHHBI, pafii €e CUaCThs U CIIOKOMCTBUS. A ThI, BeT... Th O4eHb KpacuBas XKeHIIMHA, I He
KPUBUJI IyIIOH, KOTTIa TOBOPUJI, UTO THl MHE OYeHb HPaBUIILCS!

He xpusun gymoti! Ja uTo oH ceOe mo3Bosnsger? CHayasla YHU3UI BCEMHU BO3MOXKHBIMHU CIIoco0aMi, a
Telepb Ha3bIBaeT ee KpacuBou!

— ThI cBUHBS, — TUX0 OTBeTUNIa beT. — Mep3Koe, OTBpaTUTENbHOE XKUBOTHOE.

Iexc yneIOHYICS, IPOTSIHYJ PYKY U MOTJIafUT ee II0 LIeKe.
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— EcTp elne Koe-4To, 0 yeM s ObI X0Tes ¢ TOOOM MOroBOPUTE, BeT. Y Te0st B3pHIBHON XapaKTep, U THI
He yMeeIllb CKPEIBAaTh CBOM YYBCTBA. ThI HCIIHITHIBAEIITH KO MHE T'Ty0OKYI0 HEeIIPUSI3Hb, 5 TOHUMAIO.
MBI TOTOBOPUIIMCH ¥ HUKOMY HE CKazkKeM O TOM, YTO ObII0 MeXKIy HaMu, HO, eCITH ThI OyIelb
IIPOJ0JIXKATh CMOTPETh Ha MEHS TakK, Kak [ejlajia 3TO CerofHs 3a yKuHoM, ITon u AnHa 060 BceM
noragatorcs. [1oaToMy s cuuTalo, YTO Ha OnuxKaiiiire iBa JHS MBI JOJKHEI 3aKJIIOUYUTh IEPEMUPHE.

— YUTOOH! 3aKJIIOYUTE IEpEMUpPHE, HAM HYKHO pa3bexaThCs B pa3Hble KOHIBI CBeTa. XOTS He
BOJIHYHCS. f He X0uy paccTpauBath [Iona 1 AHHY U He CTaHy LeNAIThCI K Tebe.

— 3nauut, mup, bet? — I'ma3a [lekca Cy3UIUCS.
— Jla. — OHa ropfio BCKHHYJIa TOJIOBY U MOTJIgAesa IPsAMO Ha Hero.

— B TakoM criyyae HaM ClefyeT 3aKpEemuTh Halll JOTOBOP PYKOIIOXKATHEM, — OH IOMMaJl ee 3a
3aMsCTbE, UK MTOLEITYEM. ..

— He uckymai cyos0y, Jekcrep. Yxonu.
IlexC HEOXOTHO OTIIYCTHUII €€ PYKY.

— 3aBTpa GYJIGT TSIKEJIBIN meHb. [1on TUX0O MeHS HEeHaBUOUT, @ AHHA TOJIBKO U TBEPOUT O TOM, YTO s
HCIIOPTHUII UX CBaI[bﬁy. qa YXK CaM HAa4YHHAIO B 3TO BEPHUTE;

— W npaBunbHo, — 6ypkHyna bet. — Tebs maBHO opa IPOYYHTh, fa XopoiieHbKo! Toraa, BO3MOXKHO,
THI IIEPECTaHEIb MAHUITYIUPOBATh OKPYKAIOUMMU TeOs TI0IbMHU.

Ilekc momMpayHer.

— Hy yx) u «manunynupoBatb»!.. C To60#, BeT, 9TOT IpueM He NpOILIeT: Thl TAK U He TO3BOHUTIA
MHe.

— THI ©UMeelTh B BUMY CBOI0 MAJIEHBKYIO MOMBITKY IIAHTAXXKAPOBATh MeHA? [TpocTH, s OB 00s13aTEIBHO
TI03BOHUJIA, Be[b Peyb IIjla 0 Kapbepe Maiika, HO, YBHI, IIpOCIaa.

— Ilpocmana, 3Ha4uT. — [leKC MMOKayal rojioBoil. — Temnepp 9TO He UMEeEeT HUKAKOr0 3HaYEeHUS.
3aBTpa MHI O6ygeM BecTu cebs Kak Apy3bsi. [JoO6poit HOUH.

OH ITOBEPHYJICS ¥ BHIIIEN U3 KOMHATHI, 0€CIIYMHO IPHUKPHIB 3a C000H mBeph. BeT B3moxHyIa ¢
o0JIerueHueM.

OHa yKaCHO yCTajla ¥ MeuTasa TOJIbKO O TEIJIOM AyIle U YIOOHOU KpoBaTH. [[eCsITh MUHYT CIYCTS
OHA y2Ke 3aChlllajia, 3aKyTaBIIKUCh B Ofiesisio. HyKHO Kak ClefyeT OTJOXHYThb Iepe 3aBTPAIIHUM
[HEM, “Ha4Ye OHA He CyMeeT OepXkaTh cebs B pyKax mpu obuieHuu ¢ [lekcoM. [To CITUIIKOM XOPOIIOo
ee 3HaeT U Cpa3y MONMeT, KaKue OTHOIIEHUS Y Hee ¢ OpaTOM ero HeBECTHI.

Bcnomuus o ITone, BeT mouyBcTBOBasa cebst BUHOBaTOM. «Kak Bce Helleno, — MmoagyMalia OHa, — KakK
BCe Hecypa3Ho! U moueMy 6osiblile BCET'O OCTAETCS HEBUHHBIM?»

Bet 3acToHana u nepeBepHyJach Ha gpyrou 6ok. Y3-3a Hee [lekc ymapun 6epusry [Tona. Ecnu 65t
OHA OTKJIOHWJIA ITPUTJIAlIeHre Ha cBafb0y, 3TOro Obl HE CIy4Ymsioch. A Jlekc... 94epT BO3bMH, OH KaK
OIOVH M3 TeX PUMIISTH, IIPO KOTOPHIX OHA YKTaa B y4eOHMKaX UCTOPHUH, 0€3yAePKHO CMEJ, TOPOi
JKECTOK ¥ TOTOB 3allUIaTh YJIEHOB CBOEU CEMbHU [0 MOCTIeJHEN KAl KpoBu. Paiu CBOel CECTPH OH
YyTh He XKEHWUJICS Ha HeNMoOUMOM XKeHIHe. beT nmporioTuia BHe3anHO HaKaTUBIIUE ce3bl. Ceppatie
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CXKaJIoCk OT OGI/I)IBI. Bet 3acTtaBuia ce0s He OyMaTh O HEM, PEIINnJia ITOCYUTATh OO0 CTa UJIK OO0 ThICAYHU
— U Ha C4YeTe «CeMb» IIOIrPy3UujiaChb B COH.

MarneHbKas IIEPKOBb Onlta 6YKBaJ'[BHO 3aBaJieHa liBeTaMu. bet B3OOXHYJIa U CMaXHyJIa CJIE3y. AnHa,
0ogeTad B POCKOIIIHOE MIEJIKOBOE KPeMOBO€ IIJIaTke C pr}KeBHOfI OTHENIKOH, BRITISOeIa HEeBEPOATHO
KpacCuso. [Ton 3aMeTHO BOJIHOBAJICS U ITIOCTOSTHHO TIOIMPABJIAJI T'aJICTYK.

BresamHo 6ombias pyka npoTsiHyna bet 6e1ocHeKHBIM HOCOBOM MIaTOK. MalllnHaIbHO B35B IIJIATOK,
Bet nmogHecrna ero K rijiasaM.

— Cmacu60, — IPOMSIMITUIIA OHA, B3TJISIHYJIA Ha [[eKca U IIMBITHYJIa HOCOM.

CeronHsi OH BHITJISIIENT 0COOEHHO HEOTPA3UMO — OfIE€THIM B CBET/IO-CEPBIA KOCTIOM-TPOUKY, BEICOKUN U
Be/IM4YeCTBeHHEIN. Ha ero HeBO3MyTHMOM JIALE He OTPaXKajloCh HUYEro: HU pafioCTH, HU BOJIHEHUS, a
BeIb er0 CeCcTpa BHIXOAMIIa 3aMyX, IobuMas cectpa!

— Trl 0OUeHb 3MOLIMOHAJIbHA, Aa? — CIPOCUJI OH, CJIeTKa HaKJIOHUBIINUCH K HEM.

— JT0 nyyie, yeM OBITH TaKOM GeccepaeyHol CKOTUHOM, KaK Thl, — OTPHI3HYJIAcCh beT u BepHyIa
€My IIJIaTOK.

[leKC KpemnkKo CTUCHYII ei PYKY.
— Hawm nopa, munas.

2KeHUX 1 HeBeCTa yXKe BBIXOIUIIU U3 IIePKBHU, 3a HUMU ClefoBal madep, kotroporo [Toj mpencTaBul
KaK YIIPaBJISIOUIETO ITOMeCTheM [IKOPIaHHH.

[Ton coobumn BeT, 4To moYTH Cpa3y MoCcye LePEMOHUY OHU C AHHOM yenyT B CBafieOHOE
IIyTeIleCcTBUEe, OCTABUB ee HAa nonedeHue [lekca. bet nepenosomunack. ITo Oblla HEYTEUIUTETbHAS
HOBOCTb — €} BOBCE He yJIbI0asoCh IIPOBECTH OCTATOK BEIXOJHBIX B OOIIECTBE CBOETO MYUHTEIS.

Kak TOnmbKO OHU BBILIIK U3 LIEPKBU, BeT momnbiTanachk 3aTePATLCS B TONIE. ITO €U BIOIHE YOanoCh.
Xots cBamb0a ObIJIa CKPOMHOM, BECh TOPOI, ITOX0XKe, PELIU IIOUYTUTh ee CBOUM IIPUCYTCTBUEM. B
UTOTe, KaK HU IBITANUCh [101 1 AHHA, MIyMuxu UM n3bexkaTh He yaanoch. «M 9To Ha3kIBaeTCs
,TIPUTTIaCUM HEeCKOIbKO ONMU3KuX apy3eit“? Huuero cebe!» — nomymarna ber.

Hes3aMeTHO OHa IMPOKpasiack B JOM, IPOCKOJIb3HY/Ia Ha KyXHIO, cCBapuia cebe Kode U chenana
OyTepbpon. Bokpyr cHOBanu Kakue-TO He3HAKOMBIe JTIOAK B OembX hapTyKax U KOJmaKaxX U YTO-TO
T'POMKO TOBOPUIIM MO-UTATbSTHCKH.

HacoiTusmmcs, bet npobpasachk B cafi, cejla Ha CKaMelKy I10j] KyCTOM MO KeBeJIbHUKa U IIPUHSIIach
HCIIOATHINKA HabMogaTh 3a TOCTIMU. Bckope mosBuics [IeKc, MOIPUBETCTBOBAJ BCEX CBOUX
3HAKOMBIX ¥ OTJISIAENICS, CJIOBHO uIla Koro-To. OT rpexa mopasbiie beT pernia BEPHYTHCS B IOM.

OHa ye B3sJ1a B PyKH KaKyI0-TO KHUKKY ¥ YIOTHO YCTPOMJIACh B Kpeciie B OOHON 13 KOMHAT, KOTHa
HaJl yXOM Y Hee IIPO3ByYasl 3HAKOMEIH I'0JI0C:

— IlpuBer, negu B KpacHOM.

BeT B3mporHysa u MofHsiIa rooBy. Kpacka mpunuia K ee mekaM, KOTrjia OHa yBUea HEU3BECTHOTO
YyeJoBeKa, CTOSIIIIEeTO Iepey] Hel, BLICOKUH IIAaTeH JIeT COPOKa, HoOpoe OTKPHITOE K0, 00asTenbHast
yneiOKa. beT cpa3y y3Haa ero roioc.
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— 91 Bo0, 1 00602Kat KpacHEIH 11BeT. CHUMHUTE 3aBeCy TaMHCTBEHHOCTH U HA30BUTE CBOe UMs. — B ero
TJ1a3ax CBePKHYJI HEIIOeIbHEIH HHTEePEC.

BeTt ycmexHyacs.
— BeTraHu, — oTBeTHU/Ia OHA U IIPOTSHYJIa EMY PYKY.

— Hukakux Konel, — 1pobopMoTal TOT, 0TBedasl Ha pyKoIoxaTuhe. — OTO XOPOIIO, 3HAYUT, BH HE
3amMyxeM. MHe 110Be3J10.

— Bo6, roe THI OBLT, YepT BO3bMU? — 3a crimHOM Boba mosiBuics Jekc.
— Peiic u3 Heio-Mopka 3amepxanu. [Ipocty, [IPOIYCTUJI BEeHYaHUE.

— [To3xe moroBopuM, — otpe3ai [lekc u noBepHyJcsa K beT: — Te6s umieT ITon. Xo4yeT, YTOOH TH
CHSJIach AJIsl CeMerMHOU oTorpaduu, — cKa3a OH, XBaTas e€e 3a PYKy U CTaCKuBas C Kpecla.

— 91, Tebe He 00s13aTENIBHO TaK MEHS TAIlUTh! — BOCK/IMKHYIA beT, oTneprusas pyky.

— IomXkeH mpenynpeauTb, — CKBO3b 3yOrl mpophivan JJekc. — He TpaTh CBoe oyapoBaHue Ha boba.
OH CNUIIKOM yMeH, 4TOOBI ero MOXKHO OBIJIO JIETKO 0XOMYyTaTh. beT mpornoTtuna ockopbieHue.

— ¥V Hac mepeMupue, He 3a0bII? — KaK MOXKHO 00JIiee CIIOKOWHO ITPOM3HECIIa OHA, BIIISIOLIBASICH B €TI0
HETIPOHHUIIaeMoe JIUIIO.

— He 3a6bu1. KcTaTh, s yKe Bumen Ha Tebe 3To miaThe. Thl HafieBajla €ro B OMHO U3 HAIIUX ITEPBBIX
cBupaHui. He gymaii, 4To s He IIOHSJI, 3a4eM THI Haflesla ero cerogHs. f He gypak, ber.

— HGKCTep, Caro, — Io3Balla IOAPYZKKa HEBECTEI, BEICOKAA, 3JIETaHTHaAsA TEMHOBOJIOCAA OEBYIIIKa.
Ilekc HeMeOJIeHHO MOAOLIel K Hell.

Bet mompaBuiia 100Ky 1 B3goxHYysa. [leKc He IpaB: OHa Hajella 3TO MJIaThe TOIBKO IIOTOMY, UTO e
Oonbire Hevero HameTh. OHA UCTPATHUIIA 1IeJI0€ COCTOSIHUE Ha ItaThe oT [llaHernb, B KOTOPOM
BCTpeTHiIa [leKca IocyIe ero Bo3BpamleHus u3 Hpio-HMopKa 1 KOTOpoe OH mopBaj. Y Hee IIPOCTO HE
ObL10 meHer, 4ToOb KyIuTh YTO-HUOYIb mopxopnsiiee. CnoBa JleKca 3afenu ee.

— IlouimeMm, Bet, mopa doTorpadupoBaThCs, — BO371e Hee MosBuics I1oi.

Ber HaTsAHYTO YABIOHYIACH, TOCIYIITHO ITOCIenoBana 3a [TomoM, choTorpadupoBanack u codOpanach
OBLITO BEPHYTHCS B OM, KaK BOPYT PSIMOM CHOBa BO3HUK [IeKC.

— THI upgens Co MHOM, — He TEPIAIINM BO3PaKeHU TOHOM 3asBUII OH, B3SJI €€ IIOM JIOKOTh U
IIOTAILXJI B CTOJIOBYIO.

Crobl OBITM HAKPHITH, OQUITMAHTH HOCUIIUCH TyMa-CI0fa, PacCcTaByiss 6JIi0a U IIaMIIaHCKOe.
2KeHUX 1 HeBeCTa pacIooXUJIUCE BO TJIaBe CTOJIA.

Iexc ycapun BeT Bo3ne ce0s ¥, Tak KaK OHa He ITOHMMaJla HYU CJI0Ba MO-UTaIbsIHCKY, TI00E3HO
TIePEeBOIHUII €1 BCe TOCTHI U ITO3PaB/IeHHs, IPOU3HOCHMEIE B Y€CTh MOJIOI0KeHOB. OH OB
0e3ynpedyHo BeXKJIUB, HO B I'Jla3ax ero CKBO3WJIO OTUYXKeHMe, U beT yyBcTBOBasa cebst He B CBOeM
tapenke. HakoHelr Bctan madep, u beT B3moxHyna ¢ obnerdenreM. CKOpo BCe 3TO 3aKOHUUTCSI.

[eByHmIKa ¢ 3eJIeHBIMH I'Ia3aMH 67 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

— V Tebst Ha 10y HamKMCcaHO, YTO TeOe HeBHIHOCHMO CKYYHO, — C HpOHKeH 3ameTun [Jekc. — He
JIIOOHUIIE CBANBORI?

— He 10 9TO6HI 51 X He mMoOuna... [IpocTo MO MaMO4YKa CTOJIPKO Pa3 BHIXOOHUIA 3aMYK, UTO S
IOBOJIFHO PABHOOYIITHA K OpaYHBEIM LIEPEMOHUSIM.

— MHe XaJb, — MATKO CcKa3asl J[Iekc u 060apsole YIL0HYIIC.

— He cTour. — OHa He HYXKOAEeTCs B €r0 COYYBCTBUHU. — MHe ke He XKajb. M MoTOM, MHE KaxKeTCH,
YTO B3 HAaC OBOUX ThHI OOJI2KEH OorbIre HEHAaBUOETH CB&I[LGBI, IIOCKOJIBKY THI YK€ OBLT 2keHaT. Bce aTo
BBISEIBAET MMPUATHLEIE BOCIIOMMHAHNA, HE TaK nm?

JlackoBas yinbiOKa Ha nuiie JJeKca CMeHuIach OOBIYHOM HeITPOHUIIaeMOM MaCKOM.
— Her, He Tak, — 0TBeTHJI OH 1 OO0JIbIIIe He CKa3aJl HU CJI0BA.

K mecsartu Beuepa bet yxKe Ha 3Hasa, Kyna cebs meTh. Kpyrom Ovinu mionu. I'pemernia My3biKa, B
OonbIIOM 3ajie B BajlbCe KPYKUINCH Naphl. beT npoTaHIieBaia ITPUMEPHO C AI0KUHOM Pa3HBIX
MY>KYHUH, BHIIMIIAa HECKOIBKO O0KAI0B MIAMIIAHCKOTO ¥ YyBCTBOBasa cebsi abComoTHO pa3buToii. ITon
¥ AHHa OTOBUIM B HEM3BECTHOM HallpaBJIeHUH ellle HECKOJIbKO YacoB Ha3afl.

«Ilom... — c ropeusto nopgymana bet. — Temneps OH XKeHAT, CKOPO Y HETO MOSBATCS CBOU [E€TU U HE
OCTaHeTCs BpeMeHU Ha MeHs». Cria3M coaBuil eyt ropso. C 9Toro gHs Bce OYAET MOo-Apyromy.

— 3TOo HaIlla MeJIoaus, — IIpomieITall el Ha YXO0 BKpaJI‘-II/IBHﬁ roJjocC. — HOTaHHyeM?

— Bo6... — Bet He cymena cmepxkarth yielOKy. Opkectp urpan «Jlegu B kpacHoM» Kpuca me Bypra. —
Ouens cmemHo, 506, — cka3ana oHa. — Ho BEIHYXk[eHa BaM 0TKa3aTh, 5 CJIUIIKOM yCTaJa.

— Hert npo6rniem, Bce paBHO U3 MeHST HUKYOBIIIHBIN TAHIIOP. A KaK Hac4eT MPOT'YIKK Ha CBeXeM
BO3OyXe?

«ITouemy O ¥ HET? — mopmyMaJsa beTt, 6eps ero mog PyKy 4 Cilemys 3a HUM Ha Teppacy. — I[louemy
OLI 1 HET?»

— Kaxk xopormo! — npo6opMoTasa oHa, TTy00KO [BIIIA.

— IaBaiiTe mpucsmeM, BeT, 4ToOB BRI MOTJIM pacciiabuTscs. — Bo0 yka3ana Ha OJHY U3 CKaMeek.
— Tax ropa3spmo mydille, — OTBETHUIIA OHa, Korha bo6 ycamum ee mof JepeBbsMU U CaM CeJl PSIOM.
— Munas BeuepuHKa, — 3aMeTu 506, — X0Ts 6paT HEBECTH HE BHITJISIUT OY€Hb CUACTIIMBHIM.

— MoxeT, eMy He HpaBUTCS efla? — CO CMeXOM IIpefmnosoxuia bet u rnsuyna Ha boba. ITo kpalinei
Mepe C HUM OHa YyBCTBOBaja cebs JerKo U HelIPUHYXKIEHHO.

— Epa? Bpsap nu. CKopee OH CXOJHUT C yMa OT TI00BU, — Cephe3HO0 ckalasl bo6. — 4 3Halo, KTO BEI
Takasl, bet, u 3Ha0, 4TO BH C [leKCOM OBLIIM IIOMOJIBJIEHEL.

Bet rycro nokpacHena.
— 9T0 OBINTA OImMbKA.

— He gymaro. Kak oH CMOTPUT Ha Bac, OH e TJIa3 C Bac He CBOAMT! f1 JaBHO C HUM 3HAKOM U
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HUKOTA He BUMEN ero TakuM. Bel He TpOCTO UHTEpecyeTe ero, ber.
— IMoxarnyiicTa, 1 He X049y 00 9TOM I'OBOPUTE.

— He OynbTe Tak cTporu K HeMy, beT. Ero OniBIas keHa yxkacHo oboinack ¢ HUM. OHU
TI02KEHUINCH, KOTHA OH TOJIbKO HAYKWHAI Kapbepy U paboTas Kak BojI 6€3 CHA U BLIXOMHBIX, YTOORI
obecrmeuuTh el 6e30eqHOE CYIIIECTBOBAHME, a OHA B3si/la U cOexkana ¢ OOHUM 0OTaThHIM CTapUKOM.

— MeHs$ 9TO He MHTepeCyeT, — eIBa COEePZKUBAA OPOXKE B I'0OJI0OCE, ITPOTOBOPHUIIA ber.

— IMocnymatite, [leKc He TOIBKO MOt 60cc, OH ellle ¥ MOY APyr. OTKPOBEHHO TOBOPS, MO
eOUHCTBEHHBHIN ApyT. Ha mepBhIf B3TJIA MOXKET II0Ka3aThCs, YTO V HETO 0YEeHb CKBEPHBIM XapaKTep,
HO, eCJI¥ 3Haellb JleKca Mo-HaCTOsIIeMy, ero Hellb3s He mo0uTs. Cuenaite ycumnue, ber,
IIOCTapauTeCh MOHATH U IIPOCTUTD. f He 3Ha0, YTO IMPOU3OLINI0 MEXKAY BaMU HECKOIBKO Heflelb
Ha3afl, I0YeMy Bbl paCTOPIJIM IIOMOJIBKY, HO C T€X IIOP OH CaM He CBOM, MEeUeTCs, CJIOBHO PaHEeHHIN
3Bepb B KneTke. OH Bcerga OBITT TPYOOTOIMKOM, HO 3a IIOCJIeIHUM MeCSI] IPOCTO U3Bell cebsl.

— He gyMmaro, 4To 3TO CBSI3aHO CO MHOU. — beT pe3ko nopHsanack. — MHe HYyXKHO ULOTH.

— Pasymeercs, He cMelo Bac OoJblie 3agepkuBaTh. — 500 Toxke BcTasm. — OOBIYHO S He BMEIIMBAIOCH
B UyXKWUe [efa, U, eciid 00uaes Bac, TPOCTUTE.

Onu mounu B goM. Hapopny 3ameTHO noy6aBuniocsk. HaBcTpedy UM BEICKOYUI [leKcC.

— I'me THI, yepT mobGepH, IPOIagaaa? — IPorpeMes OH U, Ipexnae 4eM usyMiaeHHas bet ycmena
OTBETHTh, 00OaBUI: — MaJjio TOTO, YTO TH (GIMPTOBAIA CO BCEMHM, KTO IIPHUIJIaIIas Te0s Ha TaHell, Tak
elre yequHUIach B cafy C OOHUM M3 HUX!

— 4 HU c KeM He ¢QnupToBana! — Bcueuna ber.

CHauasia OH UITHOPUPYET €€ BeCh Be4yep, He Pa3roBapuBaeT C Hel, He IPUTrjlallaeT TaHIleBaTh, a
Terepb HabPaCkIBAETCS ¥ OCHIIAET OCKOPOIEHUSIMHU. DTO BO3SMYTUTENIBHO!

— 41 BRILITTIA B cafl, IOTOMY 4YTO MHe CTaJio XapKo.
— XKapko? — [lekc 00113HYN nepecoxiue ryosl. — He cOMHeBalOCh, YTO UMEHHO TaK OHO U OBLTIO.

— [la mapHO Tebe, [lekc, — BMemancsg bo0, — meByiIKa Oblyla CO MHOM. MBI ApYyKeCKu O0nTanu —
BCEro JINIIb.

[lexc ToBepHYJICA K APYTY.

— 4 Ha 3TO HafeloCh, pagu TBoero xe Onara, 500, — mpouenun on. — KcTratu, yepes naTh MUHYT C
IpuYalia OTIPABISeTCS SXTa, KOTOpas OTBE3eT rocTei B oTelb. [ToToponucs! A TH... — o6paTuics
OH K ber, — Kak Onuxaiias pOICTBeHHUIIA KEeHUXa OCTAHEIIbCSI C MHOM U OyHellh IPOBOXKATh
TOCTeH.

beT nmogHsIa Ha Hero mbeUIaOLIKeE Ta3a.

— 41 He pebeHOK, 4TOOH JaBaTh MHe 6eCKOHeYHBIe TpuKa3aHus! Thl BeCh IeHb TOJILKO U JieJall, YTo
opaJ Ha MeHS ¥ TOBOPHUJI, YTO S OOJIXKHA AefaTh. «CTymau B foM!», «ou dpotorpaduposatscs!» —
nepenpas3Huia OHa TOH [lekca.

— Ecnu Tebe He HpaBUTCS, YTO ¢ TOOOM obpalaiTcs Kak ¢ pebeHKoM, Bequ cebsi KaK B3pocias u
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BBITIOJTHSIH BCE, 0 4eM Tebsi IIPOCHT.

— Hert yX, yBonsTe! { nyuiie cany Ha AXTy U... — beT 3anaynace. — MHe fjlaxke He HYKHBL MOU
Belln.

Jlekc Kpemko CXBaTHUI ee 3a PyKy.

— Hukyna TH He capelnb! — mpoiuumen oH. — [Toi Benen MHe 3a60TuThCs 0 Tebe. TH yefellb TONHKO
3aBTpAa, ¥ 5 IMYHO IPOBOXKY TeOs. [ToHATHO?

Bert Bce oTnruHO noHATA.
— Xopol1110, — HEOXOTHO COTJIacuiIach OHa. — TONBKO OTIYCTU PYKYy. MHE GOIBHO.

K ee youBneHu1o, OH IOBUHOBAJICS. Bech cledymomui Yac oHa CTOsIa IT03adu HEero, yiasbanach u
IoXKMMasla PyKu COTHE He3HAKOMBIX JIIOfiel.

— Cnasa Bory! — BOCK/IMKHYyIa OHa, KOr[ja OCJIeIHUY I'OCTh UCYe3 B CBOEU MallliHe U BhleXall 3a
BOPOTA.

— YuTaels MOU MBICITH, — yCMexHYIICA [lekc. — Xouelnb nepekycuTts? — OH CHSJI TaJICTyK U
PacCTeTHYJI BepXHUe IIyTOBUIIE PyOalIKy.

— Her. C mens xBatuT. — OHa Opocuia Ha Hero KpaCHOPEUMBEIM B3TJIS, SICHO JaBasi MMOHSATh, YTO
“MeeT B BUIYy BOBCE He efly.

E#f BHE3aIIHO MPUIITIO B TOJIOBY, YTO OUYEHBb CKOPO IIPUCIIyTra pa3befeTcs 10 JoOMaM U OHa OCTaHeTCs
OJIMH Ha OfuH C [IeKCOM B 3TOM I'POMAagHOM HOME.

I'maBa JECATAA
Ilekc HaKJIOHMIICS K Hel:
— Kak moxeaetrs. I[103B0/Ib TPOBOAUTH T€OS B CIIAIBHIO.

— Hu 3a uTto! — Bo3pasuna ber. — 4 He x0uy MOBTOpeHUS BuepalrHero. Mnou Hanei cebe dero-
HUOYOb U YCIOKOUCS.

— 4 He xouy nuTh. A x0uy TeOs1, — YyecTHO npusHascs [Jekc. — U 6010Ch, He BBIOEPXKY, €CITH ThI
OTKaXKells MHe.

Ber moTepsiia map peyu ¥ UCIIyraHHO CMOTpPesia Ha Hero. Y Hee moArubanuch KOJIEHH U IPOXKaJu
pykKu. B cephix rima3ax [lekca 4yuTanoch xkenanue. «4To genats? — nogyMana bet. — Benb Tak 1erko
3a0BITh 060 BCEM U MTOAAPUTh €MY CBOIO JII000BB, XOTh OH €€ U He 3aClTyKHUBaeT».

Pa3pancs ornymmTenbHEIA 3BOH: KTO-TO U3 OPUIIMaHTOB YPOHHUII IOOHOC C ITOCymou. beT
BOCIIOJTb30BaJIaCh CYMaTOX0M U PHUHYJIAaCh BBEPX I10 JIECTHUIIE K ce0e B CITaIbHIO.

OHa nepeBena JbIXaHKe, TOJIBKO KOTIa 3arepa 3a co0oit geepb. Crracub0 3TOMY HEYKITI0KEMY
opummanty! Eciu 651 OHa IIPOCTOsI/Ia TaM ellle CEKYH[y, TO HelIpeMeHHO y1aa Ovl B 00bATHs [leKca.

Bet GrICTPO pa3penach ¥ CKOJIb3HYJIAa B CBOIO HOUHYIO PyOaIiKy. 3aBTpa yTPOM BeCh 3TOT KOIIMap
KoHuYKTCS. OHa yIakoBajla CBOHM BeIlld ¥ Cejla Ha KPOBATH.
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A Bupyr Bo6 rosopun mpasay? Yto, ecnu [lekc ymapun [Tona, He IPOCTO 3allyilas Y4eCTh CBOM
CECTpHI, a ITOTOMY UTO peBHOBan beT? Eciu 0OH He UCMBITHIBAN K Hell HUKaKUX YyBCTB, IIOYEMY TOTTa
C TAKOM ropeyblo HallOMHUJI €1 0 TOM, YTO OHa He [03BoHuJa emMy? U... BHe3anHo beT oceHusno: Begp
BCe 9TO BpeMd [leKC He 3Has 0 TOM, 4TO 101 — ee KpeCTHBIN OTel], ¥ MOT C JIETKOCTBIO YBOJIUTD
Matika, HO He chenaj 3Toro. 3HauuT, 500 mpaB: OH BOBCe HE TAKOM IIJI0XOM.

Ceropus [lekc yIIOpPHO Hefall BUf, YTO He 3aMeyYaeT ee, ¥ BCe Ke Pa303/Iuics, yBumes ee ¢ boboM.
CTpaHHO, IOTOMY 4YTO €My He3aueM OBIJIO IIPUTBOPSTLCS, OYATO OHa eMy HPaBUTCSI, €CJIHM TOJIbKO OH
IeNCTBUTENLHO He peBHOBas. U Bo0, ero mydmuii opyr, yBepeH, YTO OH CXOAUT C yMa OT JI00BU K
Heit. Bo6 ckasan, 4To y [lekca HempoCTOH XapaKTep, HO Ha CaMOM [ieJie OH ITOTPSICAIOIINH YeTOBEK.
BeT ToNbKO HYKHO CHOEeNaTh Had co00M yCUINe U MOHSITH €ro...

U 1o, uto Bob pacckaszan o ObiBuIel xKeHe [lekca, 0ObICHSNI0 PeaKUUIo IOCIefHEr0 Ha «OTHOILIEHNUS»
Bet u ITona. M yx TeMm Goyee CTaHOBUIIOCH TOHATHOU (pa3a, OpomeHHas [leKCoM Ha MUKHUKE, KOTHa
OH CKa3zaJl, 4yTo beT HyXeH MyX4KHa [oCcTaplIe.

Iaxke ceryac OH IMOMBITAJICS CHOBA COOJIA3HUTH €e... 3asIBUJI, UTO, ECJTM OHA eMy OTKaXKeT, OH He
CMOXKET 3TO IepexkuTh. Heyxemnu on?.. bet nmokpacHena. OHa oTyassHHO /Tto0una Jlekca. OH XOTel ee,
a OHa ero nabuma.

«YT0 XKe 3T0 Takoe? — pa3MuInnisiia bet. — be3oTBeTHas mo00BL?» OHa ObllIa TOTOBA Ha
caMoIl0KepTBOBaHUeE pafiu Malika, HO, IIOCKO/IBKY Tto0usa [lekca, 9To yKe He OBbII0
camornoxepTBoBaHueM. OgHaxbl [1eKC cKa3aj, YTO LIEeHUT ee 3a IPSIMOTY U YeCTHOCTh. 3aBTpa ber
IIPU3HAETCS MY B CBOMX UYBCTBaxX. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, XyXKe ykKe He OymeT. Bo3M0OXKHO, OH paccMeeTcst
eyl B TUII0 ¥ IporoHuT. Ho B mo0oM ciydae el HEYero TepPSTh.

Bet pa30ynui HaCTOMUUBHIY CTYK B IBepb. OHa 3aCTOHasA U CIIOJI3J1a C KPOBaTH.
— OTKpoii gBeps, ber.

[Tocne MUHYTHOTO KojeGaHUsI OHa TIOBEPHYa PyukKy. Korma mBephb paciaxHynaach, B KOMHATY BILTBIT
Iekc c mogHOCOM B pyKax. BeT ynuBiIeHHO mocMoTpesa Ha Hero. OH mpuHec el 3aBTpak? Kode,
Oymouku v KoHGUTIOpP. Ha HeM Oblnu rony6ble MXKUHCH U GeJTBIN CBUTEP, B KOHTPACTE C KOTOPEIM €T0
CMYyTJIO€ JTUII0 Ka3aJioCh elle TEMHee.

— 910 MHE? Cracubo... — THXO Ho6naronap1/ma oHa. — Ho Tebe He cimemoBaso Tak 6€CIIOKOUTHCS.
...

— Her, cnepoBano. Most 5KOHOMKa yKe CTydanach K Tebe, HO Thl TaK KPeIKo Crajia, YTO HUYero He
cneimana. Torpma s pemun cam Te0st pa3byauTh.

OH nocTaBuI NOJHOC Ha TYMOOUKY BO3JIe KPOBAaTH.
— [Ipocty, 1 u BupaBay HAYEro He CIIBIIaNa.
Iexc ObINT IBHO HE B HACTPOeHUU. Kako#i-T0O HEMHOTOCTIOBHBIN U YTPIOMBIM.

— 4 B 9TOM HE COMHEBAKCh. BGPOHTHO, TeOs He My4aeT COBECTh, UHA4Y€ TEI OBl HE CMOTJIa TaK OOJIro
" TakK CJIagKO CIIaThb.

— [lorogu MuHYTKY! — BOCKIuKHYyna ber.

— V¥V 1e6s HeT BpeMeHU. YKe HecsaTh 4yacoB. ['71a3a beT B yxkace pacrnaxHynuch. Ee caMoeT BelyieTaeT
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n3 Heanons B ABeHaALaTh COPOK NSATh.
— O Boxe! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA.

— HimenHo Tak. f xo4y, 4TOOHI T BhEXala Yepe3 [BafillaTh MUHYT, — Pe3K0 OPOCHUJI OH U BHIIIEN U3
KOMHATHI.

Bert onyctuna ronoy. 5o6 ommubarncs: [lekcy HamneBaTh Ha Hee. Kakoi xKe oHa Oblsia IypoH, Koraa

pelmia, 4To JOJIKHA IIPU3HAThCS eMy B CBOMX 4yBCTBax! beT ObICTPO BHINUIA KOde U Iepeoienach.
Yepes mapy MUHYT OHA yXKe CIyCKajlach C YeMOIaHOM B PyKaX, OfeTasi B IIPOCTHIE OXKUHCHI, TETKUN
TPUKOTAXKHBIM CBUTED U NMUIXKAK.

— Tel roToBa? Xopo1o. {1 mpuHecy TBOU Bellld, — CKa3al el [lekc.
— JTO ¥ eCTh MOH Belly, — beT yKa3asa Ha CBOM 4eMO[aH.
B rnazax [lekca 61ecHyJI0 HEUTO, II0X0XKee Ha BOCXUIIEHHE.

— YouBuUTENBEHO — XKEHIMHA, KOTopas MmyTellecTByeT Hanerke! — OH 3abpas y Hee ueMofiaH. —
[ToimeM, y Hac HeT BpeMeHHU Ha MyCThe Pa3roBOPHI.

Ona mocnenoBaia 3a HUM Ha YUy U OCTaHOBHUIIACh HA KPEIJIBIIE.

— A rme Xe MammHa? — crpocuna oHa. He6o 3aTAHYI0 CEPEIMU Ty4aMH, OyJl JIe[sSHOM BeTep, U
cobuparncs goxnb. bet moexunacek. Eit OBIJIO X0I0IHO.

— Mamunn He Oynet. [ToemeM Ha MoeM KaTepe.
— Ho g moGupasnach ciofa Ha TeIIOX0Mde.

— 3nato. Ecnu 661 AHHA mpegynpennia MeHs 0 TBOeM IIpue3fe, s Obl pacmopsiOuiCs IIPUCIATh 3a
TOOOM KaTep.

— Bot kak! — npo6opmoTana Ber.
— Ilocmemm.
Yepes HECKONTBKO MUHYT OHU yKe OBUIM Ha Ipryale, 0T KOTOPOTO BYepa OTOIIIIA SXTa C TOCTSIMH.

TaM yxKe CTOsIT MaJIeHbKUY CKOPOCTHOM KaTep ¢ KPOXOTHOU KaroTou. CHHee MOpe CTajio I04YTH
YepHBIM. BpHI3TH OT BOJIH JIeTeIN BO BCE CTOPOHEHI, U beT 3axkmypunach. [leKC OMHUM MPHIKKOM
3alpHEITHY Ha 60PT U BhIXKUAaLle TocMoTpen Ha beT. OHa Oblyia B CMSITEHUH.

— {1 HageloCh, THI 3HAEID, YTO [ejlaelllb?

Ilexc IPOTSHYI il pyKy ¥ IIoMOT 3a0paThCs Ha KaTep.

— Pamu Bora, xeHmmHa, 3a1e3ai, U IOeXaIH.

— Mope Kakoe-TO HeCIIOKOMHOE... — HeyBepPeHHO 3aMeTuJa ber.
— Yac Hazap Bce ObIJIO B IOpsSiAKe, — oTpe3ain [lekc.

— 3aTo ceryac He B [IOpPsAAKe, — He YHUMasach ber.

[eByHmIKa ¢ 3eJIeHBIMH I'Ia3aMH 72 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

— XO0Tb pa3 B XKM3HU He CIIOPb CO MHOK! — pa3apaxeHHO nporoBopun Jlekc. — 4 cerdac 3aBeny
MOTOP U CKaxXy Tebe «OTBSI3bIBAM». ITO 3HAYHUT, YTO THI MOJI?KHA OTBSI3aTh BOT 3TY BEPEBKY, SICHO?

— la. d ke He uguoTKa. [leKC 3aBejl MOTOP U KPUKHYI:
— T'otoBa?

Bet cxBaTuia BepeBKy, 0TBsI3alla €€, U B Ty Ke CeKyH[ly KaTep pBaHyJICs BIeper. beT He ycmena
OTITYCTUTh BEPEBKY ¥ C KPUKOM yIIajia B BOY.

«4l yOBI0 3TOr0 Mep3aBlia!» — MPOHECTIOCh Y Hee B TOJIOBE, a TOTOM BeT BOPYT IOHSIa, 9YTO He MOXKET
BCIUTBITH. Boga Oblla TaKOM XOJIOMHOM, YTO BCE €€ TeJI0 BMUT OHEMeJIo ¥ OHa KaMHeM IIOIjia Ha [HO.
BeT nomeiTanack BOOXHYTH U MOTEPSJIa CO3HAHUE. ..

Ywu-TO FY6BI KaCaJluChb ee I"Y6. Ona 3akatnsgnack. CUIbHBIE PYKH CXKUMaJli €€, TeIlJI0e OblXaHlne
COrpesBalio eyl JIUIO.

— Grazie a Dio! — npoienTan 3HaKOMbIA I'0JI0C. — THL XXKUBa... TOJIBKO HE TOBOPU HUYETO, Muiad... i
o Tebe m03abouycCh.

BeT B u3HeMoxXeHuHU B3mOxHyNa. Ee Bcio Tpsicio. B cnemymomuil pa3 oHa MpHIiia B cebst yxke B
BaHHOU KOMHaTe. [leKc pa3feBasn ee. beT mombITanach BO3Pa3uTh, HO IIOTOM IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK €€
OITyCTHJIX B TOPSIYYIO BOAY, ¥ CHOBA ITOTEPsIJIa CO3HAHMUE.

— Yro0?.. — npourentana bet. — Yto npoucxonur?

KT0-TO pacTupan ee MonoTeHLIEM.

— Tcc, Bet. Bce Oymet xopoto. A ¢ ToOoi.

BHesanHo beT Bce BCIIOMHUIIA: ITpUYal, KaTep, MOpe — BCe.
— YTo THI feflaelib? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA.

— Tebe HYyKHO cOoTpeThCs. Y TeOs IIOK.

— Tet... TH. YOupatics orcioma!

— Ceiiuac He BpeMsi CKpOMHHUYATh, BeT. TeOst HyKHO COTrpeTh, HHaYe 3apaboTaelllb BOCIaIeHne
JIETKUX.

ber HakoHel] 3aMeTusIa, YTO OH BECh IPOXKMUT.
— Trl ToXe. Bo3pMmu nonoTteniie. JIekc mpuxar ee K cebe.

— MHe He xonogHo, beT. Y moToMm, Thl TpoOLIa B BOle TOpa3fo [obile. Peliia MeHs HanyraTh, 1a,
munas? — OH IOIMJIOTHEe 3aBEPHYII ee B MOJIOTeHIe. — Temeps myuiie? [lolineM, g ynoxy TeOs B
KpOBaTh.

— AX THI, Mep3aBel]! — BCIIOJIOMIUIIach ber.
— Ia, 1 Mep3aBell. Ho B JaHHOM cJly4ae THl HEIIPABUJIBHO MeHS IIOHATIA.

— THl... TH... — beT 3aukanacb. — Thl mpocTo cyMacienuuii! CrepBa efBa He yous Ilona, a Tenepb
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IIBITAJICS YTOIIUTh MEHsI!
— 9 mo cmeptu Te0s b0, beT, — crokoiHo oTBeTHN [eKc.
OHa HeJOBEPYHBO IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha HETO.

— 4 6e3ymHo Tebs miobmio, bet. [Toxanyiicra, He MOT4Yd. d mymar, 9YTO CMOTY TeOs OTIIYCTUTD, HO
9TO BEHIIIIE MOHUX CHJL.

— Trt MeHs mo6utib? Tl MeHs mobuilib? — Cre3bl cuacTbs OpbI3HYIU U3 a3 ber.

— He nimaus, Bet, ymonsito. Bor cBumeTens, Kak Xe s UCITyTascs, KOT{a Thl CBAJIMIach ¢ Katepa! 4
CIIPOCHJI, TOTOBA JIX THI, @ THI B3sJIa ¥ OTBsI3ajIa BEPEBKY. Y MeHS cepille efBa He OCTaHOBUIIOCH,
KOTZla S YBUOEJI, YTO TH B Bofe. A Tak mio6io Tebs!

— JTroOums MeHs1? — Bce elle He Bepuiia bet. — C Kakux mop?
— C Toro camoro MoMeHTa, KakK yBuUpes Tebs.

— 4 Toxe momoOuna Tebs ¢ IepBOro B3risAma, [lekc, — mpoirenTasna beT, oTBedas Ha ero CTPpacTHHIE
TIOLIEeTyH.

— Boxe! O yem 51 gymato? BecuyBCTBeHHBIN YyypOaH! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, IIePEeCTaB ee 11eJI0BaTh. —
TebGe HYKHO OTIOXHYTbh. A s IPOCTO UAUOT!

— Tr1 mout ugmnoT! Temeps TONBKO MOH.

OTHbIHE U HaBEKU MOe cepple npuHaanexuT Tebe, betr, — noknsncs [Jekc. — A ceiiduac HYKHO
OTHOOXHYTh. {1 He TIePeXUBY, €C/IU Thl 3a00JIeellb.

— Ilekc, 9TO Befib He TIOTOMY, UTO Thl YYBCTBYeIllb ce0s1 BUHOBATHIM II€PEI0 MHOM?
— KoneuHno, HeT, rinynas.
— OT0 nmpaBHa?

— IIpaBpga. U elie mpaBaa TO, YTO OfHAXKIH g y2Ke ObUT 2KeHaT ¥ MOSI JKeHa Opocuia MeHs pafu
foraToro cTapuka.

— JonXkH0 OBITH, 9TO OBLIO TSIXKEJIO.

— He ocoGenHo. [ToHayany s elle ee /00uI, a IOTOM ITPOCHYJICS B OOUH ITPEKPaCHLIN NeHb U MTOHSI,
YTO BCE YK€ B IPOIIIIOM.

— Mmue xkamnb, [exc...

— He HyXHO, BeT. K 4eMy coxajeTh 0 TOM, Yero yxe HeT. Tkl TIoMorjla MHe 00peCTH UCTUHHYIO
mo00Bb. Benb Ha caMoM fefie 1 He TOJIbKO X0TeJl orpaguTh Tebs ot [lona, HO U coemnaTh Tak, YTOOB
TH MeHS Iomo6una. B merns Moero orse3na B Heio-MopK 5 OKOHYATENIBHO 0CO3HA, UTO He MOTY 6e3
Te0s1 KUTh. & Tak TOCKOBaJ 1o Tebe, UTO TOTOB OBLT 3BOHUTH Tebe KaxKayi0 MUHYTY, TOIHKO YTOORI
CJIBIIIATH TBOM I'0OJIOC.

— Ho T®I HE 3BOHUI...

[eByHmIKa ¢ 3eJIeHBIMH I'Ia3aMH 74 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

A moTOM g BepHYJICS B AHTJINIO, — NIPOJONKUI [leKc, — U 3afepxkancs B opuce. 506 — Mot mydmni
[PYT, ¥ OH Cpa3y MOHSJI, YTO 5 BIIOOJIEH, HO MO€ YIIPSIMCTBO He MO3BOJIUIIO MHE IPU3HATh 3TO, XOTS B
ryOrHe OyIIM S 3HAJ, YTO AEeMCTBUTEILHO X0uy Ha TeOe XKeHUThCs. f mpumyancs K Tebe, Kak
TOJIKO CMOT, HO Te0s1 He OBINI0. A KOTHa Tl BepHYJIach, TO Hayajla MEeHS BBITOHSTE.

— OT0 noTOMY, 4TO 5 JyMasia, OYATO Thl UCIIOJIb3Yellb MeHS.
— Tl Mora 66 pacckasaTh MHe, beT, — MATKO yrpekHy [lekc.
— T'oppbIHS, TOPABIHS U elle pa3 TopabiHs, Jekc. f 6bi1a yKacHo 371a Ha Tebs...

— A s Ben cebst KaK JKHBOTHOE. 3HAEIIIh, IIo4YeMy s yioell B BaHHYIO ITOCJI€ TOT'0, KaK MHI... Bosancsa
IIOCMOTPETH Tebe B ria3a. Tl MOXKeIIlb IIPOCTUTH MEHA 3d Ty HOYB, bet?

— O Jexkc! Tebe He 3a yTo u3BMHATLCA! A cama xoTena 3Toro. [TpocTo ... Co MHOUM TaKoro He OBIIO
pexne, s UCIyranach ¥ 0OBUHUIIA BO BCEM TEOS.

— A s, mypak, oTpuuan, 4Tto 060 Tebs. Thl yMHUIIA, XOPOLIO, YTO Y TeOs XBAaTUIIO AYXY BHITHATH
MEHS.

— Ho THI BepHYJICS ¥ MBITAJICS MEHS IIIaHTaXkKKUPOBATh, — HAllOMHMIA Ber.

— Ax ma, JeHb Bcex CBATHIX!

— Trl Bemb He coOupasicss HacTauBaTh Ha YBOJIbHEHUU Matrika?

— Huxkorpga. 4 maxe 3BoHuUN Tebe Ha cledyollee yITpo, YToOkl CKa3aTb 00 3TOM.
— BepHo. MeHs pa30ygun TenepoHHBIN 3BOHOK.

— A moToMm mpuexain Ha cBafb0y u yBumen Tebs c ITonom. 4 661 Tak 3071 Ha Te0s1, 0cOOeHHO Koria
y3HAaJI, YTO Tl HE IT03BOHMJIA MHE, IOTOMY 4TO IIpocIaa. I BCIo HOYb OPOJUII U3 yIJIa B yIOJl, @ TH
mpocmana!

— 1 661 BCce paBHO OTKa3aja Tebe, [Jexc.

— Tak 51 u gyman. Tel He U3 TeX KEHIINH, KOTOPHIE UCIOJIB3YIOT TI00YI0 BO3MOXKHOCTb, YTOOH
3aI0JIyYUTh MYyKYUHY.

— A Buepa TH BeCh IeHb UTHOPHUPOBAJI MeHsT!

— HUrHopupoBan? bet, goporas, s ¥ CMOTPeTh B TBOIO CTOPOHY He cMen! U roToB 611 youTh boba 3a
TO, YTO OH pa3roBapuBal ¢ TO6O!

— 910 yXkacHo, [lekc! — paccmesinace ber.

— TwI BHIMENIL 3a MeHs, bet?

— Ila, — nmpobopMoTasa oHa 1 00BHUIa PyKaMu ero IIelo.

— 3Haemb, beT, ¢ Tex mop Kak s BCTPETUJ Tebs, Thl CHULILCS MHE KaXKAyI0 HOYb.

— 4 papa.
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— 4 HUKOTIa He 0CTaBIi0 TeOs, MUIas, MOHIa?

«Kak ato tunuyHo ansa [lekca!» — nogymana bet u noresnosana ero.

— Ilonsna, — npoMypJibKaia OHa.

— TwI corpenacs?

— Tert corpen mensi. KctaTy, s omo3maia Ha caMOJIeT, a MHe 3aBTpa Ha paboTy.

— 3a0ymp 00 aToM. Tebe Gonblile He HYKHO paboTaTh. OTHBIHE TH MOS XKeHa, JOOPOIOPSIIoYHaAS
muccuc [Ixxopmanau. MH epefenaeM OgHY U3 KOMHAT B 3TOM BUJIJIE IO TBOIO CTYOHUIO, U THI
CMOZKeIIlb 3aHUMAaThCS Ou3anHoM noMa. CorjacHa, bet?

— 4 cormacHa Ha 4YTO YrofgHO, UL ObI psimoM OBIT THI, [leKc.

X % x

[TonTopa roga CIyCcTs Ha ITOPOTe KPOXOTHOM IIEPKBYIIKK Ha ocTpoBe Kampu cobpanach rpymima
JII0fIel BO TIaBe CO CBSIIEHHWKOM. Bce OHM yIMBIIEHHO MEPerIsiohBAIACh ¥ BEICMATPUBAIIU KOT'0-TO
Ha fopore.

— Ecnu OHU He MOSIBSITCSA 4epe3 NATh MUHYT, OYAeT yKe CIUILIKOM ITO3IHO. Y MeHd ellle OfuH 00psAn
B [IECATh TPUALIATh, — 00PATUIICS CBSIIEHHUK K MUCTePYy Moppucy, KOTOPHIM AepKal Ha pyKax
rofl0BajIOTO MaJlbllla.

HaxkoHeIr K 11epKBY MOTKATHI OeIblii «Mepcemec», U3 KOTOporo BeIuIH betanu u Jlekctep
IxopmaHHY C MaJIeHbKKUM IHUIIAIIMM CBepTKOM. JInio bet meinmano, a JJekc ocTaBascs abCoIIOTHO
HEBO3MYTHUMBIM.

— Yro cTpsicnocsk, [JekcTep? Bhl omo3many Ha OBaAllaTh MUHYT Ha KPeCTUHBEI COOCTBEHHOM noyepu! —
BO3MyTHUJIach AHHA.

Iexc 0CTaHOBUJICS ¥ MOCMOTPeN Ha beT cBoMMU CUSIOUIMMH, TTOTHEIMA 0e3rpaHUYHOM JII0OBH
r7la3aMu, ¥ Ta IOKpacHesa elle 0oybine. 3aTeM OH IMIOBEPHYJICS K CECTPE U C JIEHUBOU YIRIOKON
TIPOU3HEC:

— Mp=I pocniany.

Y, mponyCcTUB XKeHY BIepe[, OH C JOYepbi0 HAa PyKax BaXKHO IIPOILILII MUMO U3YMJIEHHOM AHHEL B
IIePKOBb.
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