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XKionvetrTa beHII0HA

MapuaHa ¥ Heu3BeCTHHIU U3 TOCKaHbI
[TPABO CUJIBHOT'O

I'naBa I. CTPAHHOE CBUIAHUE

BreszanHo Harmoseos npekpaTuil X0KaeHUe U3 yrila B Yol ¥ OCTaHOBUJICA nepen MapuaHHOU.
CpexXuBIIasACs, C 3aKPHITEIMU T'JIa3aMH, B IIIyOOKOM Kpeclie y OTHSI MOJIOfiasi JKeHIIKUHa C
o0yerueHuneM B3noxHysa. [Jaxke CMArdeHHEIE TOJICTHIM KOBPOM, 3TA MepHBIe maru 601e3HeHHO
[elCTBOBAIM e}l Ha HEePBHL U OTHaBaJIiCh B roioBe. CIUIIKOM OOraThli BlleUaTIeHUSIMU BeYep
HACTOJIBKO OIIYCTOLINII €€, YTO TOJIbKO HEMPEPHLIBHAS MUT'PEHD TT03BOJIsSIIa €M CYUTATh Ce0s XKUBOH.
Cxka3zanoch Bo30yKIeHUe IIpU ee TIePBOM IIOSIBJIEHUU Ha ClieHe TeaTpa Pelifio, mepeXuThIil CTpax U
0C0OEeHHO HEITOCTUXKUMOE IOSIBJIEHNE B JIOXKe YeJioBeKa, KOTOPOro OHa CYuTaja yOUTHIM, 3aTeM
TaKkoe e HeoOBbSICHUMOE er0 UCUe3HOBeHUe. BEIIo 0T 4ero cBamuThLCS U 60ee KpenkoMy
oprasusmy!

He 6e3 ycunusi oHa OTKphUIa, I/la3a U YBUAENA, UTO UMIIepaTop ¢ 03a004YeHHBIM BUIOM TTISIOUT Ha
Hee, 3aJI0KUB PYKH 3a CIUHY. BB M OH OelCTBUTENIbHO B3BOJIHOBAH, UJIA IPOCTO HENOBOJIEH?
Kabnyk ero ussiuHoro 6ammMaka ¢ cepeOpsgHOM IPSAXKKOU yKe MOYTH IPOCBEPIINT KOBEP HEKHOU
OKpacCKH, Torfla Kak TOHKHUe B3[paruBaloliue HO3PHU U CTalIbHOM 6JIECK CEPHIX T'/1a3 IpeBelanu
Oypio. 1 MapraHHa HeBOJIbHO 3afajia cebe BOIpOC: JTI0O0BHUK, UMIIePATOP WA CyHneOHBIN
ClemoBaTellb CTOUT Iepen Hel? 6o 3a gecsiTh MUHYT, IIOCJIe TOTO KaK OH ITPUMYaliCsi BUXPEM, He
OBLIIO CKa3aHO HUYEro CYIIeCTBEHHOT0, a MOJIofiasl XKEeHIIMHA IoTafbiBaiack, KaKie BOIIPOCH KOYT
ee. TuIMHA KOMHATH], TOJIBKO YTO Ka3aBIIasCcsd MUPHOU U YCIIOKaUBaIOIIEeH, C ee 3eJIeHO-TOIyORIMU
[panupoBKaMy, IPKUMHU LIBETaMU ¥ IIPO3PAYHEIM XPyCTaneM, mpruodpesa KaKyi-TO HEYBEPEHHOCTb.
U meuncTBUTENBHO, BHE3AIIHO OHA B30pBajiaCh OT CyXUX CJIOB:

— Trt aGCOMIOTHO YBEPEHA, YTO HE CTaJla XKePTBOU TaJTIOUHAINH?. .
— Tanmmronuyanum?..

— a-ma! Tl MoTTIa YBUAETH KOTO-HUOYOb IIOX0KET0 Ha... 3TOT0 YeJIoBeKa, HO He 00g3aTeIbHO €To.
Bce-Taku Ob1s10 OBl CTUIIKOM CTPAHHO, €ClIX Obl aHTTIMMCKUY OBOPSTHUH MOT CBOOOIHO Pa3TyIuBaTh 10
®paH1uy, ocelaTh TeaTPhl, JaXkKe BOWTH B JIOXKY KHA34 TaK, UTO €ro HUKTO He 3amMeTus! Mos
nonuiud nydias B Espomne!

HecMmoTps Ha CTpax ¥ yCTanoCTh, MapuaHHa C TPYIOM yAepKaia yIb0KYy. ITO ObIJI0 KMEHHO TaK:
Hamoneon 6osbilie HeNOBOIEH, YeM 03a004eH, U TOJIKO IIOTOMY, YTO PEmyTallus ero MoauIuu
HAXOMIMJIACh MO yrpo30i. OpuH Bor 3HaeT, CKOIbKO MHOCTPAHHHIX IIITMOHOB MOTJIO
OecIpensiTCTBEHHO POTYIUBATHCS 110 3TOM mpekpacHou ®panimu!.. OHa xoTena OBIIO0 IOMBITATHCS
yOemuTh ero B 3TOM, HO pPelIusa, YTo JIy4Ille He BOCCTaHABIMBATEL MPOTHUB ce0st rpo3Horo dyie.

— Cup, — Haydana OHa C yCTaJIbIM B3[I0XOM, — 51 3HAIO0 TakK Ke XOpOIlo, KaK U BB, MOXKET OBITS,
Jydiile, Kak OfKTeeH Balll MUHUCTD MOJIUIUMY, ¥ He YyBCTBYIO0 HUKAKOTO XKeJlaHusS BMEHSTh eMy 9TO B
BuHY. Ho OTHO JOCTOBEPHO: YeNIOBEK, KOTOPOro 5 Bufena, 01 ®pancuc KpauMep U HUKTO MHOM!

HamoneoH cuenan pa3mpakeHHBIH KeCT, HO TYT XKe B35/ ce6s B PyKH, IPUCEIT PSOOM ¢ MapuaHHOM U
CIIPOCHIT YOWBUTENTBHO MSATKUM TOHOM:

— Kak Moxemb Tel OBITh YBePEHHOU? Bemb TH 2Ke caMa TOBOpUIIa MHE, YTO IIJIOXO 3Hajla 3TOT0
yeJI0BeKa’?
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— JIKII0 TOTO, KTO Pa3pyLIXI OMHOBPEMEHHO U Ballly XKM3Hb, 1 BOCIIOMHUHAHMS, He 3a0kBaeTcs. K
TOMY K€ ITPaBYIO LKy YelloBeKa, KOTOPOTO 5 BUMea, TepeceKkas AIHHHbINA IIpaM, a y Iopaa
KpaHmepa B meHb Halllell cBafbOBI €ro He OBLIO.

— YT0 XKe JOoKa3bIBAET 3TOT IIpam?

— To, 4TO I KOHYMKOM IIIaru pacCcCeKJjia eMy IIEKY, YTOOBI 3aCTABUTh JIpaTbCH! — THUXO CKa3adJlla
MapHaHHa. — A He BEPIO B CXOOCTBO BIIJIOTE OO Cjieda PAHEI, O KOTOpOfI 37IeCh 3Hal0 TOJBLKO 4. HerT,
9TO OBIT OH, ¥ OTHBIHE S B OIIACHOCTH.

HarmoseoHn paccMesincst ¥ MOJIHBIM BHE3aITHOM HEXKHOCTH KeCTOM IIPUBJIEK K cefe MapuaHHy.

— Yo 3a riaynocty T roBoputirs! Mio doice amor! Yro MmoxeT Tebe yrpozxkaTh, KOTAa 5 JTI00ITI0
Te0s1?.. Pa3Be 51 He umnepaTop? Wy TH He yBepeHa B MOEM MOTYIIeCTBe?

COBHO IT0 MAHOBEHUIO BOIIIEOHOM MAIOUYKH CTPaX, TOJIBKO YTO CKMMABIIKN cepaile MapruaHHEH,
pas3xarn ceou Kortu. OHa BHOBb 00pejia HeOOBIKHOBEHHOE OIyIleHne 0e30IIaCHOCTH, HaflexKHOe
TIOKPOBUTEIILCTBO, KOTOPOE OIWH OH MOT eif o0ecrneunTs. OH IIpaB, TOBOPS, YTO HUKTO HE MOXKET [0
Hee mobpaThCs, KoTha OH 31ech. Ho... Beb 0H CKOpo yemeT. CIIOBHO MCITyTaHHEINM Pe6eHOK, OHa
IIpUIana K ero mieyy.

— 91 moBepsII0 TOTBKO BaM... TOJIBKO Tebe! Ho THI CKOPO IMOKMHEIh MEeHS, TOKUHEeIb [lapux,
OCTaBHUIIIb MEHS B OQWHOYECTBE.

OHa CMyTHO Hafiesiyiach, YTO OH BAPYT IPEMJIOKUT el yexaTh C HUM. A 1ouemy Obl el He 11oexaTh, el
ToXe, B KommneH?

KoHeuHo, HOBasi UMITepaTpuIla IpUeIeT Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO OHel, HO pa3Be He MOXKEeT OH CIIPSATaTh ee
B KaKOM-HUOYIb TOPOJICKOM JOMe, HemomaneKy oT geopua?.. OHa yKe rOTOBUIIACh BEICKAa3aTh CBOE
JXeJlaHue BCIIyX, HO YBEI, OH BBEIIYCTUII €€ U3 00BATHH, BCTANT ¥ OPOCHIT OBICTPHIM B3T/IST HA CTOSIBIIINE
HaJ KaMHHOM 30JI0UYEHEIE YACHI.

— 4 He Oymy [ONT0O OTCYTCTBOBATh. M 3aTeM, BePHYBUIUCEH BO ABOpELl, s mpuriaiy dyimre. O
TIOJTyYUT CTPOTUY IIPUKa3 B OTHOIIEHUU 3TOTO Aena. B moboM ciiydae OH IepepoeT Bech [lapux B
norckax KpanMmepa. TH galrb eMy 3aBTpa TOYHEIE TPUMETHL.

— l'epuoruns me baccaHo roBopuia, YTO 3aMeTHIIa B JI0Ke HEKOTo BUKOHTa A O6ekypa, dhamMaHAIa.
MozxkeT OBITh, IOl 3THM HMeHeM CKphIBaeTcss ®paHCHC.

— Xopo1uo, BUKOHTa f'O6ekypa oTriuyT. M dyiie gact MHe noapobHLIA 0TUeT 000 BceM! He
Tep3aiicd, carissima mia, maxe u3pmaneka g n103abouyych o Tebe. A Teneps 5 JOMKeH TeOsT MOKUHYTh.

— Vxe! Heyxenu s He MOTY yoepxKaTh Te0Os X0Ts OB ellle Ha OOHY HOUb?

MapuraHHa TYT e [oxkaJsiejla 0 CBOUX CJI0BaX. Pa3 OH Tak TOPOMUJICS OCTABUTh ee, 3aueM ObLIO el
YHUXKATBCS, YMOJISIS €T0 He YXOOuTh? B ry0uHe ee ceprlia JEMOHBI PEeBHOCTHY BEIPBAJIUCH Ha
cBo0O#y, CIOBHO U He OBIJIO HUKOI'TIa YBEPEHHOCTH B €T0 UyBCTBax... Pa3Be He Ha BCTPeuy C ApPyrou
JKEHIIUHOU ye3xKaeT OH BcKope? [ToHEIME C1e3 T7la3aMy OHa Ciefuia, Kak OH IOfOIIeN K JUBaHY,
TIOMHSJI ¥ HATSHYJI CBOY OPOIIEHHLIM IPYU BXOJe CEPHIY CIOPTYK. TOIBKO OOEBIINCH, OH B3TJISIHYI Ha
Hee W OTBETHUJ:

— f1 Hafesincs Ha 9T0, MapuaHHa. Ho, BepHYBIIKCH U3 TeaTpa, 5 HallleN eIyl ropy Aelell, Ha
KOTOPHIEe He0OXOOUMO HaTh OTBET [0 OThe3Ma. [IpeficTaBseIs T TH, YTO, ye3xKas CIOfa, S OCTaBHII
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B MO€l IPUEeMHOM YeJI0BEK CEMb?
— B Takoi yac? — HeloBepUYMBO IPOTAHY/Ia MapraHHa.
OH cTpeMHUTEeNIbHO BEePHYJICS K Hell U, IPOBOPHO CXBaTHUB 3a yXO, IOTSAHYII K cebe.

— 3aloMHH, feBOYKa: ITOCETUTENN opUullMaabHEX THEBHBIX ayIUEeHIIUN He Bcernga ObIBAal0T CAaMbIMU
BaxXHBEIMU! W 51 MprHMMAI0 II0 HOYaM ropasfio 4allle, YeM Thl MOXKeIlb cebe MpeIcTaBuTh. Teneps
mpoima!

On HArHyJiCAd ¥ JIETKUM II0IeJIlyeM KOCHYIICA I"y'6 MOJIO[OM XKEHIIUHLI, HO OHa He OTBETHUJIa Ha Hero...
BBICKOJ'ILSHYB 13 KpecCjia, OHa IMOAOoIIjia K TyaJIETHOMY CTOJIMKY W B34Jia CBEUY.

— {1 TpoBOXKYy Ballle BeIMYeCTBO, — CKa3aja MapuaHHa C UyTh-4yTh IPEeyBEINYEeHHBIM
TIOYTEeHNEM. — B Takoi Yac BCe CIIyTH CIISIT, KPOME TIOPThHE.

OHa yKe OTKphLJIa IBEPh, YTOOHI ITePBOY BHIMTH Ha IJIOMIAAKY, HO OH yiepKarl ee.
— IMTocmotpu Ha MeHs, MapuaHHa! B TeGe npoOynunocs xxenaHue, He Tak Ju?

— 4 He mocMerna 0wl cebe MO3BONMUTH TaKoe, cup!.. Pa3Be g yKe He oCcYaCTIMBIEHA CBEPX MEPHI TEM,
YTO Ballle BeIM4YeCTBO CMOTJIO HaUTU HECKOJIBKO MUHYT TAKOI'0 ApParoleHHOI0 BpEMEHH B CTOJIb
BaXKHBIN TTEPHOJ] eT0 KU3HU, YTOOH BCIOMHUTE 000 MHE? A 5 BCETo JIMIIL ero MOKOpHas ClyxkKaHKa.

OdunmanbHbI peBepaHc He mony4yuscs. HamoneoH moMelnasn, 0ToOpast ¥ TOCTaBUI B CTOPOHY CBeyy,
3aCTaBWII BCTaTh MapuaHHYy, KPEIIKO IIpuXain ee K cebe, 3aTeM pacCMesiycs.

— YepT BO3bMH, [a Tl MHE YCTpauBaellb cieHy? Thl peBHKBa, TI000Bb MO, 1 3TO Tebe K numy! A
y2Ke TOBOPHJI, YTO THI IOCTOMHA OBITh KopcrKaHKoM! Bugut Bor, Kak Th Xopoima mpu atom! TBou
rjla3a CBEpPKaloT, CIIOBHO U3YMPYObI Ha CONHIIE!

Tel yMupaelb OT KelaHus CKa3aTh MHE KaKyo-HUOYOb rajjoCTh, HO HE CMEEIIb, ¥ 3TO IPUBOIUT TeO0s
B IpOCTh! 4 omryIralo, Kak Thl APOXKUIIIb. ..

T'oBOps 3TO, OH IepecTall CMesThCsi. MapruaHHa yBHU/Ie/a, KaK OH MOOJIeIHeN U CxKaJl YeIIoCTH, U
IIOHSITa, YTO UM CHOBA OBJIQIeJIo XKeJjlaHue. BHe3aIlHO OH MPUXKAJICS K 11ee MOJIOOM XKeHIIUHB 1
CTaJl MOKPHIBATh OBICTPHIMU TIOLIENTYSIMU €€ IIJIeYd U IPyOb. Temeps yKe ero oXBaTuia APOoxXKb, TOTa
KaK MapuaHHa, OTKHHYB T'OJIOBY Ha3aj ¥ 3aKPHIB I'1a3a, Ciyllana, Kak HeMCTOBCTBYET ee Cepalle,
HACJIaXXJasiCh KaX/I0M ero jackoi. Ee oxBaTuiIa OuKas PafgoCTh, POXOEHHAs KaK TOPAOCTLIO, TaK U
m000BBIO, IIPH MBICIIH, YTO €€ BJIACTh HAJl HUM OCTaJlach HEMOK0Ie0nMOoi. B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB OH B35
ee Ha PYKH U OTHEC K KPOBaTH, Tie ¥ IMOJI0KuUJ 6e3 0COOBIX IlepeMoHui. Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO MUHYT
meneBp Jlepya, uymecHoe Gejoe mIaThe, COBCEM HEOABHO OcJienuBIiee Bech [Tapuxk, nexkano Ha
KOBpe Ky4YKOHM M30PBaHHOTO U HU K 4eMy 6oJIbllle He IPUTOgHOTO I1eka. Ho MapuaHHa, 3abIXasich B
o0bsATHSAX HamoneoHa, Bumesa TonbKo 671eIHO-3€JIeHYI0 TKaHb OangaxuHa Hajl TOJIOBOI.

— ¢ Hapeloch, — mpolIenTana OHa MeXAY OBYMS IIOIEeIySIMHU, — YTO Te, KTO 0KHIAeT BacC B
Tiounbpy, He HAUAYT, YTO BPEMS UAET CIUIIKOM MeJJIEHHO... U OHU He TaK YK BaXKHHI [JI Bac?

— Kypbep OT naps u 0oCoJI OT Ialkl, AbIB0oJIeHOK! Thl JOBOJIbHA?

BmecTo oTBeTa MapraHHa Kpernye 00HsIIa 3a IIe10 CBOET0 BO3JII00JIEHHOTO, OIljIejla HOTaMu ero
6empa ¥ CO B3MOXOM YIOBIETBOPEHMS 3aKpPhIIa TMla3a. MUHYTHL, MOJO0HEIE 3TUM, BO3HATpaXKmalIy 3a
BCE TPEBOTH, OTOPUYEHUS ¥ PEBHOCTH. KoTfa OHa, Kak ceidac, OIyIana ero HEMCTOBCTBO B
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ITapOKCHU3Me CTPACTH, 3TO BCETa YCIOKaKWBaJlo ee PEBHOCTh. HEBO3MOKHO, YTOOH ABCTPUSIUKA, 3Ta
Mapusi-JIyu3a, KOTOPYIO OH CKOPO ITOJIOKKUT B CBOIO ITOCTENTh Ha MecTo 2Ko3eduHbI, MOTIa BO30YOUTH
B HeM 1ofo0HYy0 000Bb. Beob OHa ITPOCTO IepenyraHHas aypexa, KoTopas JoJIXKHa MOIUThL bora o
MUJIOCTH KaXXKIyl0 MUHYTY MyTEUIeCTBUS, MPUOINKABIIYIO ee K KCKOHHOMY Bpary ['abcOypros.
Hamomeon monmxkeH Ka3aThCs e MUHOTABPOM, ITPE3PEHHBIM BHICKOYKOM, Ha KOTOPOTO € CIeI0Bao
CMOTPETH C BEICOTHI CBOEH ITapCTBEHHOM KPOBU UK 0E€3BOJIBHO MTOKOPUTHLCS, €CNTM OHa OblNla, KaK
IIENTAJIUCh B CaJlOHaX, 3ayPsaOHOM NEeBUIIEH, TUIIEHHON KaK yMa, TaK ¥ KPacoTHI.

Ho xorga yacom no3:xe MapuaHHa yBUfella Yepe3 OKHO BeCTUOIONISI CBOET0 MOPThe, 3aKPHIBAIOIIETO
TsI2KeJIble BOPOTa 3a UMIIEPATOPCKOM OepIMHOM, K Heii MTHOBEHHO BEePHYIUCh €6 COMHEHUS U
OTlaCeHMsI, — COMHeHus, 1060 OHa YBUOUT BHOBb UMIIEPATOPA TOJILKO XKEHATHIM Ha 3PITepIoruHe,
omaceHus, Tak Kak ®pancuc KpauMmep — 1mog CBOMM UMEHEM UIIM YyKHUM — Pas3rylauBaer 1no [lapuxy
B IIOJIHOM cBoOome. Mimeliku ®ylile MOTJIM IIOMOYb €1, TOJIBKO HalaB Ha ero ciefi. A 3To TpeboBao
BpeMeHY, [Tapuxk Tak Beluk!

[TpompoTHYB B HAKMHYTOM BTOPOIISIX KPY2KEBHOM IeHbloape, MapuaHHa B3s/ia CBETUIBHUK U
nogHecsa K cebe C HEIIPUSTHLIM YyBCTBOM ofguHo4YecTBa. [llym yBo3uBie# Hamoneona KapeTs
MOHOCHJICS M3[ayieKa 'PYCTHRIM KOHTPAIYHKTOM C ellle 3ByYaBIIIMMH B ee yIllaxX cjioBaMu Ti00Bu. Ho,
HECMOTPS Ha BCIO MIPOSBIIEHHYIO UM HEXKHOCTh ¥ KaTeTOPUYHOCTh oOelaHuii, MapuaHHa Oblyta
CJIUIIIKOM TOHKOM HATypoM, 4TOOHI He YCIIbIIIATH IIeJIeCT IIepeBopaYMBaeMoil CTPAaHHUIIb ee XKU3HU U,
Kak Obl HU OblJTa CUJIbHA CBsI3bIBaBIas ee ¢ HamoneoHoM 000Bb, TO, UTO OBIIO, Y2Ke He BEPHETCS.

Boiins B cBOI0 KOMHATy, MapuaHHa C yauBIeHWeM oOHapyXkuia TaM Ky3uHY. 3aKyTaBIINCh B
OapxaTHYyIO IylIerpeiKy, B HaABUHYTOM Ha JI00 4em4yuKe, M-ib Aflenausia a'AccenbHa, CTOS
1IocepeguHe KOMHATEL, C UHTEPeCOM, HO He BhIKa3biBas HUKAKOI'0 YOUBIIEHUs, pacCMaTpuBaa
OpolleHHbEIe Ha KOBPE OCTAaTKM 3HAMEHUTOTO IIJ1aThs.

— Kak BB TyT OKa3anuch, Anenavuga? fd gymarna, Bbl JaBHO CIIUTE.

— ¢ Bcerpa cIutio BIIONrIa3a, K TOMY e 4TO-TO [IOfICKa3aJio MHe, YTO BH OyfieTe HyKOaThCS B
o0I1IecTBe TOCTie 0The3xa «ero»! BoT aTo MyK4uHa, KOTOPHI yMeeT Pa3roBapuBaTh C
JXeHIIMHaMU!.. — B3[[OXHYJIa CTapas feBa, OpOCUB Ha I0J KyCOK OT/IMBAIIIEr0 epiaMyTpoM
atiaca. — f moHUMal, 4YTO 3TO JOBOLUT Bac 1o Oe3ymus! To ke camoe OBLIO CO MHOIA, 3TO 5 BaM
TOBOPIO, KOT7la OH ObIJI JINIIL MaJIEHbKUM TeHepasioM, HeB3payHbIM U TIeAyImHeIM. Ho Mory nu s
y3HaTh, KaK OH BOCIIPHHSJ BHE3aIIHOE BOCKDEIIEHNE Ballero OKOMHOT0 Ccynpyra?

— CKBepHO, — CKa3aJla MapuaHHa, posICh B Pa30PEeHHOM ITOCTe/IH B IIOMCKaX HOUHOM pyOalIKy,
KOTOpYI0 AraTa, ee TOPHUYHAS, BEPHYBIIUCH U3 TeaTpa, MOIKHa OblIa IIOJI0XKUTh Ha ofesino. — OH
HEe COBCEM YBEPEH, YTO MHE 3TO He MOYYAUIIOCh.

— A... BBl He COMHeBaeTech?

— KoneuHo, Het! [In1g yero Okl MHe BAPYT IMOHAm0OUIIOCH BEI3HIBATh AyX PpaHcuca, KOTha OH
HaXOMIMJICS B IMSTHUCTAX JIbe OT MEHS U 5 ero cuuTana MepTBEIM? Most OefHast Afenannia, K
HeCc4acCThio, HeT: 3TO ObIJT TOUHO ®paHCHUC... ¥ OH yNbIOaics, TIAas Ha MeHs, YIs0acs Takou
yNBEIOKOM, UTO MeHs oxBaTui yxkac! OguH Bor BemaeT, 4To OH npubeper s MeHs!

— IloxuBeM — yBUAMM! — CIIOKOWHO 3aMeTHUIa CTapas AeBa, HAMPAaBISIACh K 3aCTEIIEHHOMY
KPY2KEeBHOM CKATEPThIO CTOJIUKY C CEPBUPOBAHHBEIM It MapHUaHHE XOJIOOHEIM YKHUHOM, K KOTOPOMY,
BIIPOYEM, He IPUKOCHYJIUCh HY OHA, HU UMIIEPaTop.

C HeBO3MYTUMHIM BUIOM AfleNlanufia OTKYIOpuila OYTHIIKY IIaMIIaHCKOT'0, HAMlOJIHKUIIA ABa O0Kara,
Cpagdy oCyllnja OOVH, CHOBa HAIIOJIHUJIA €r0, a APYrou oTHecna MapuaHHe. [locrie yero oHa
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BEPHYJIACh 3a CBOUM, IIOOLEIINnIa C 6HIOJII.I& KPBUTBIIITKO LBIITJIEHKA U YMOCTHUIACh Ha KPalo KPOBATH,
IIOKa €€ Ky3uHa YKJIaJbIBaJldaCh.

Yno0OHO yCTPOUBIIKCH Ha ITOAYILIKaX, MapruaHHa coracuiach B35Th O0OKalI U CO CHUCXOOUTEIbHOU
yNBIOKOM ITOCMOTpeNa Ha M-7ib ' AccenbHa. B annmetute Agenauabl GbI7I0 UTO-TO CKA304YHOE.
KonuuecTBo nuiy, KOTOpOe MOrjla IPOTJIOTUTh 3Ta MaJjieHbKas XKeHIIWHA, Xyas U XpyIKas, IPpoCTo
nyrasno. Ha mpoTskeHun JHS OHA HENPePHIBHO YTO-HUOYAb IPEI3/Ia, YTO HUCKOJIBKO He Mellasio ek,
KOI'7la IPUXOMUTIO BpeMs, C 9HTY3Ua3MOM CaluThCA 3a CTOJ. Bce 9T0, BIIpoueM, He IpubaBisiio el Hu
rpaMMa BeCa U HU Ha HOTy He yMaJsiio ee JOCTOUHCTBO.

Be3ycroBHO, CTPaHHOT'O CEPOro CyIIecTBa, 0371007IEHHOTO ¥ CBap/IMBOr0, KOTOPOTro MapuaHHa
oOHapyXuja OGHaXIbl HOYbIO B CaJlOHe, B MOMEHT KOI'Jla OHO XOTeJI0 IOAXKedb JoM, 00JIblle He
cymecTtBoBano. OHO YCTYIHMIO MECTO XKEHIIIMHE ITOYTEHHOT0 BO3pacTa, C XOPOIIMMHU MaHEPaMH, Yer
TI03BOHOYHUK BHOBb 00pPeJI eCTECTBEHHYIO IPSIMU3HY. X0OPOILO ofieTast, C 671arOPOAHON CEOUHOM B
BOJIOCAX, 3aBUTHIX 10 CTAPUHHOM MOJie B JIOKOHBI, BHITJISABIBAIONINE U3-3a KPYy2KeBa Yellla Uiy
OapxaTa IIJIIIKY, 9KC-PEBOMIOLIMOHEPKA, ITpecnenyemas nonuuuel Oyiie 1 oTpaBieHHas 10T
HaI30p B MPOBUHIINIO, BHOBh CTaJla 3HATHOM, OnaropogHoy nesulleir Amenaumon o'AccenbHa. Ho
cemyac, C IMOIY3aKPHITHIMYU I'Jla3aMM, C TPETEUTYIIMMH OT HaCllaXKIeHUs KPBIIbSIMU BhIIAIOMIET0Cs
HOCa, OHa [eryCTUPOBAJIa IIBIIIeHKA U MIAMIIaHCKOe C BUOOM KOIIKHU-TAKOMKH, 3a0aBIsBIINM
MapuaHHY, HECMOTPS Ha ee TelepelHion yrieTeHHOCTh. OHa He Obllla 0COOEHHO YBepeHa, YTo
3aroBOpIIHIla OKOHYATEIbHO yTracia B ee Ky3WHe, HO TaKOM, KaKoii oHa Owiyla, MapruaHHa 04eHb
mobuna Afenauny.

YToOH HE HAPYUIUTH €€ TaCTPOHOMHUYECKYIO COCPENOTOUEHHOCTh, OHAa MEMIJIEHHO IIHJIa CONEePKUMOe
6okasa, oxXugast, KOToa CTapas IeBa 3aroBOPUT, 100 OHa HOTrafkIBaIach, YTO y TOM €CTh YTO CKA3aTk.
W meiiCTBUTENILHO, OCTABHUB OT KPBIJIa OJHY KOCTOYKY ¥ BHINMB IIAMIIAHCKOE [0 IIOCTIeNHEeH Kalljly,
Apnenaupga ytepia ry6bl, OTKpPEIA I'JIa3a U 03apuiia Ky3uHY riTy0OKHUM, ITOTHBIM YIOBIETBOPEHHUS
B3TJISIOM.

— Moe moporoe ouTsd, — Hayala OHa, — 5 CYUTAIO0, YTO B JAHHBIM MOMEHT BBl ITIOAXOAUTE K Ballen
mpobiieMe He C TOW CTOPOHEL. EC/IH S IpaBUIbHO IOHSIA, HEOXKHUIAaHHOE BOCKPEIIeHe Balllero
TIOKOMHOTO MYy2Ka ITIOBEPIJI0 Bac B O0/bIIOE CMSTEHHE, U C TeX II0p, KaK Bl OII0O3HAJH €T0, BHl KHUBETE
B IIOCTOSHHOM CTpaxe BHOBb YBUIETh €r0. ITO IeHCTBUTEIHHO TaK?

— Koneuno! Ho g He noiiMy, K 4eMy BBl KJIOHUTE, foporas. Heyxenu, mo-Bauiemy, g OOJIXKHA
pazmoBaThCA IIPU IOSIBIIEHUM YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPOro s CIIpaBed/IMBO II0Kapasa 3a ero npecTyjieHue?

— Mot bor... ia, 0 HEKOTOPO# CTeneHu!
— W nouemy xe?

— Jla mOTOMY YTO, €CJIM 3TOT YeJIOBEK KUB, BEI O0JIblIle He YOUiilla ¥ BaM HeYero 00SIThCS, YTO
AHTJIMHCKAS MTOJIUINUS BaC CIAIIAET, €CNIH MPEAINOJI0KNUTh, YTO OHA IIOCMEET BO BPEMST BOMHEI
00paTUTHCS C TOTOOHBIM X0HaTacTBOM K OpaHimm!

— Mens Gonblile He IIyraeT aHTTIMKWCKas MMOMUIMs, — yasl0asch, cKa3ana MapuanHa. — KpoMme Toro,
YTO MbI HAXOOUMCSI B COCTOSTHUY BOMHEI, TIOKPOBUTEIbCTBA UMIIEPATOPa IOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH 5 He
6osimack HU4Yero B mupe! Ho B ogHOM CMEICTIE BB ITPaBhl. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, Beib IPUSITHO CO3HABATH,
YTO TBOU PYKHU 0OJIbIIE He 06arpeHkl KPOBbIO.

— BrI B 9TOM yBepeHH? OCTaeTcs oyapoBaTeNlbHasI Ky3WHa, KOTOPYIO B TAK JIOBKO YIIOXKUIIH...

— — besycnosHo, 51 He youna ee. Ecnu ®paHCHUC CMOT CIIAaCTUCh, I TOTOBA MOCIOPUTH, 4To YBK CeH-
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Ap03H TOXKe KUBA.

K ToMy ke y MeHs Oosbllle HET HUKAKUX OCHOBaHUU KeJlaTh el CMepTH, moToMy 4To PpaHCcuc amns
MEHS BCEro JIUIIb...

— ..CYIIPYT, HafexkaimuM 00pa30oM OCBSIIEHHEIN L[epKOBBIO, MOst moporasi!.. BoT moyemy s TOBOpIO,
YTO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI BOJTHOBATHCS ¥ MBITAThCS U30ABUTHCS OT BAIlIeTO IPU3PAKA, BHI OTKHEI
CMEJIO BHICTYIaTh TPOTUB Hero. Ecnu Ovl 51 Obla Ha BallleM MecCTe, s chenana Obl Bce Ha CBETE, YTOORI
BCTPETHUTH ero. MTak, Korga rpaxmanuH Oyie IpumeT JUIe3peTh Bac 3aBTPA YTPOM...

— OTKyga Bb 3HaeTe, 4TO 5 KAy repuora OTpaHTCKOT0?

— ¢ HUKOr[a He MIPUBLIKHY Ha3kIBaTh €T'0 TakK, 3TOr0 paccTpury! Ho B m000M ciyyae OH He MOXKET
He IIPUUTHU 3aBTpa...

Ia He cMoTpuTe Ha MeHs Tak!.. Hy KOHeUHO, IPUXOAUTCS MOACIYIIUBaTh, KOTHa Te0sT HHTEepecyeT
YTO-HUOYOb.

— Apenaupga! — BCKpryasa IIOKMpPOBaHHas MapuaHHa.
M-nb o'AccenbHa IPOTSHYJIa PYKY U JIaCKOBO IOXJIONAsIa ee 10 IIeyvy.

— He OynbTe Takoi 6maroHamepenHoit! [laxke 51, ogHa u3 A'AccelbHa, MOTY IOACTYIINBATh 0T
nBepbio! 3Hanmu OBl BH, KaK 3TO MHOTMA MOXKET OBITh IOJIE3HO. TakK Ha YeM s OCTAHOBUIJIACh CO BCEM
3TUM?

— Ha Busure rep... MUHUCTPA IIOJINIHHA.

— Ax mga! MTak, BMecTo TOro YTOOKI YMOJIATh €r0 HAJIOKHUTE JIAIly Ha BaIlIero IIPEeJIeCTHOT' 0 CYIIPyTra u
OTIIPABUTE €TI0 B AHTIHIO C IIePBLIM IIOIIABIIMMCS (1)pe]"aTOM, HaO60pOT, IIOTIPOCHTE NOCTABUTH
(DpaHCI/ICEl K BaM, YTOORI BHI CMOTJIM O3HAKOMHTD €TI0 C BAlllUM pelenneM.

— Mouwm peureruem? { gonkHa OIpUHATH pelieHne?.. Ho kakoe? — B3noxHyla MapuaHHa, HUYero He
[IOHUMAaA.

— IIa, 6e3ycmoBHO! 4 MPOCTO yAUBIISAIOCH, KAaK BEl 00 9TOM ellle He mogyMmanu. Korma Be OymeTe
IIPUHAMaTh MUHHUCTPA, IIOIIPOCUTE €ro, MeXAy IPOYMM, Y3HaTh, YTO CTAJIOCh C BAIllUM CBSATHIM
YeJI0BEKOM, KPECTHBEIM OTIIOM, 3TUM Hemocenoii I'otke me IllazeeM! BoT B KoM MEI 6yieM HYXKIAThCS B
camoe Onuxkatiiee BpeMs!.. Ele Korfia oH ObII HUYTOXKHBIM CBSILIEHHUKOM, OH YK€ TI0JIb30BaJICs
OonbIIMM JOBEpPHEM y Hambl. M BaM He KaXKeTCs, UTO IJIS TOTO, YTOOBl aHHY/IMPOBaTh Opak, mama
MOXKeT OBITh 10JIe3eH? Bbl HAUMHaeTe IOHMMaTh, He IIpaBaa Ju?

Ha, MapraHHa Hadasa IOHEMaTh. Unes Agenannsl OblsIa TaKOM MMPOCTOM, TAKOH OIHCTATeIbHOM, YTO
OHa YIWBUIIACh, KAaK € paHbIlle 9TO He IPHIIIO B TOJI0BY. BIoIHE BO3MOXKHO, YTO PACTOPTHYTH €€
Opak OymeT J1erKo, MMOCKOJIbKY OH He Obln1 6e3yIIPedYHBIM U 3aKJII0YEH C IIPOTeCTaHTOM. Torga oHa
OymeT cBOOOIHOM, COBEPIIEHHO ¥ YYOEeCHO CBOOOIHOM, pa3 C Hee CHSIU 00OBHHEHUE B yOUUCTBE
Myxka. Ho mo mepe TOTro, Kak B ee MaMsITH BCIIJIbIBaJla MUHMATIOPHAS, HO TIOITHAS JOCTOMHCTBA
dburypa ab6ara ge Illasess, MapuaHHa YyBCTBOBaJla, KakK ee OXBATLIBAET TPEBOTa.

Kaxnpiii pa3, Korfa Ha 3ape OCEHHEro OHs OHa B OTYasHUM CMOTpena ¢ HabepexkHou [InmuMyTa Ha
MCYEe3a0MVH BOanyu HeOOIbIIoH MapyCHUK, OHa IyMaja O CBOEM KpecTHOM oTie! BHavare ¢
coxaJieHHueM, OMHAKO U C HaflexkXoi, a TI0 Mepe TOT0, KakK IIJI0 BpeMs, C HEKOTOPEIM OeCIIOKOHMCTBOM.
Yo ckaxeT Boxuil 4e0BeK, TaKOW HEITPUMUPHUMEIM B BOIIPOCAX YECTH, TaK CJIETIO MpeIaHHbINA
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CBOEMY M3THAHHOMY KOPOJIIO, HalOsl KPeCTHHITY B 001uKe Mapuu-CTasljibl, OIEePHOM IEBUIIH U
m000BHUIIE y3ypaTopa? CMOXKeT JIM OH MOHSTh, CKOJIBKO IMPHUIIIOCE MapuaHHe TIepeHeCcTH
CTPaJaHui ¥ HEMPUSITHOCTEH, YTOOBI MOUTH OO ITOTO... ¥ OT 3TOT0 OBITH cyacTIuBon? KoHeuHo, ecnu
Obl OHa florHasa ab0ara Ha bapOukeHe B [InumyTe, ee cynb0a CI0KKIIACh OBl COBEPIIEHHO HHAYE.
OHa, 6e3yCI0BHO, ITOIy4HusIa OBl II0 eTr0 peKOMeHaluu yoexuille B KaKoM-HUOyJb MOHACTHIPE, TTIE B;
MOJIUTBAX ¥ PA3MHIIIIEHUSX TOCTapasach Obl 3a0bITh ¥ UCKYIIUTD TO, YTO HUKOTA HE IepecTaBaja
HA3bIBATh CIIPABEIMBOM 3K3EKYIIHeH... HO, €CJIM OHa YaCTO U C COXKaJIeHHeM BRI3bIBasIa B MAMSITH
moOpOTYy U HEXKHOCTb CBOET0 KPeCTHOr0, MapraHHa OTKPOBEHHO MTPHU3HABaJla, YTO OHA HUYYTh He
coxasesa 0 ToM o0pa3e XXKM3HU, KOTOPHIM OH IIPe/sioxkuI Obl BooBe gopaa Kparamepa. B KoHIe
KOHIIOB MapuaHHa IOOeUiIach C Ky3MHOU Of0JIEBABIINMYI €6 COMHEHUSIMHU.

— 4 6yny 6eCKOHEYHO CYaCT/IMBa OTHICKATh MOEr0 KPECTHOT'0, Ky3UHa, HO He KaXKeTCs JIM BaM, 4YTO
3TO BBITJIIOUT CIIUIIIKOM 3TOMCTHUYHO: Pa3bICKUBATh €TI0 TOIHKO Pagy pacTopxKeHus Opaka? MHe
KaXXeTCsi, YTO UMIIePaTop...

Anenauna 3axsomnasna B JIa[OIIH.

— Kakas npekpacHasi Mbicib! Kak st paHbiiie 06 9TOM He noayMana? MMnepaTop, KOHEYHO,
MMIIEPATOpP, — BOT BBIXO[, — 3aTeM, U3MEHUB TOH:

— MimmepaTop, KOTOPHIY NTpHKa3an reHepany Pajs apecToBaTth Many; UMIIEPATOP, KOTOPHIM IePKUT
€ero 1mi1eHHUKOM B CaBOHE; UMIIEPATOP, KOTOPOI'0 €T0 CBITENUIIECTBO B IPEBOCXOHOM Oyime «Quum
memoranda...» 1 Tak MacTepCKu OoTNy4ua oT LlepKBY B MpoIleAueM Ui0OHe, — ¥ 3TO UMIIepaTop,
KOTOPHIN HYKEH HaM, YTOOBI TPeICTAaBUTh ITale MPOIIeHHe 0 Pa3Bofe... TOTHa Kak eMy CaMOMy He
yIasioch pacTopKeHust COOCTBEHHOT0 Opaka ¢ HecyacTHOM 2Ko3ehuHow!

— OTo IpaBa, — IPOMOJIBIIIA cpaxkeHHasi MapuanHa. — f 3a0ruta. U BE onaraete, 4To MO#
KPECTHBIU?..

— BrI OymeTe uMeTh pa3Bofl B PyKaX, efBa OH IMOIPOCHT!
¢ B 9TOM HHYYTh He COMHEeBaiCh! Haiimem mopororo ab6arta u... KpuBas BEIBE3ET: BIepen K cBobome!

BHe3anHbIl 9HTY3Ua3M Afenaubl CKI0HUI MapruaHHy OTHECTH 3a CYeT IaMIIaHCKOTO ee
BOCTOP2KEHHBIN ONITUMU3M, HO HEJIb3s1 ObIJI0 OTPHUIIATh, UTO CTapas [eBa IIpaBa, ¥ IPKU JaHHOM
cTeuyeHnu 06CTOSATENIbCTB HUKTO, KpoMe ab6ata Illa3esi, He CMOT OBl IOMOYb... XOTSI HETIPUSTHO OBLIO
0Cco3HaTh, uTo Hamoseon He BcecuneH. Ho ymacTcs nmu GBICTPO OTHICKATh ab6aTa®?..

Ynapom uccoxiiero nanbiia Oyire 3ax/I0MHYI KPHIIKY Ta0aKepKU, OIYCTUI ee B KapMaH, 3aTeM C
IOMJIMHHEIM u3siecTBoM XVIII Beka Iolesnkan 1o MyCJIXHOBOMY I'aJICTYKy U HaKpaXMaJleHHEIM
o0opkaM pybaliku.

— Ecnu aTot a606ar me [lla3eit BpalaeTcs: B okpykeHuu [Tus VII, Kak BE CYUTaETe, OH [ONKEH
HaxonuThCad B CaBOHE U, 5 JyMal0, 4YTO HaM He COCTaBUT TPyHa HAWTH €ro U MPenpoBOAUTE B [Tapuxk.
YTo XKe KacaeTcs Balllero CyIpyra, oxoxe, 4To fena 006CTOAT MeHee yaaydHo.

— HeyxXenu 3T0 Tak TPyIHO? — KWBO OTKJIMKHYyJIach MapuaHHa. — Pa3Be oH 1 BUKOHT ' OGEKyp He
OIOHO U TO XKe JIUI0?

MI/IHI/ICTp IMONMUIIUY BCTAJl Y, 3aJIOZKUB PYKH 3d CIIMHY, CTAaJl MEQJIEHHO ITPOXa2KNUBATLCA I10 CAJIOHY.
Ero xoxmeHue He OBIJIO TAKUM HEPBHBIM W UMITYJIbCHUBHLEIM, KdK y UMIIEPATOPA. OHo O5BITTO
CIIOKOMHBIM, 3aAYMYUBEIM, 1 MapHaHHa HEBOJIBHO 3aAyMaJlaCh, II0YEMY MY2KYHUHEI UCIIEITEIBAIOT
TaKyIO HeO6XOJII/IMOCTB MEDPUTH HOTaMU KOMHATY, KOI'ld UX BTATHUBAIOT B O6CY}KI[eHI/Ie yero-nmbo. He
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HarmomneoH nu BBEJ 3TO IIPUCTPACTHE B MOTY?

Apkanuyc ge 2KonuBalb, CaMblil JOPOTOX, BEPHBEIN U He3aMeHUMBI ApKaguyc, Toxke ObLI B 9TOM
TpelleH.

«Xogsuue» pa3Mblnienns Oyie 060pBaIuCh epef MOPTPETOM MapKu3a ['AcceibHa, TOPAO
IJapUBIINM HaJl XKeJIT0-307I0TOM cuM(OHUeH camoHa. ['eplior mOCMOTpPeN Ha HEero, CJIOBHO 0XKUJasl
OTBETa, 3aTeM B KOHIIE KOHIIOB IIOBEePHYJICI K MapuanHe U OKHMHYJI ee MpaYHBIM B3TJII[0M.

— BBl B 3TOM Tak yBepeHHI? — CKa3aJl OH MeJyIeHHO. — HeT HUKaKux J0Ka3aTeNlbCTB, YTO JIOPL
Kpanmep u BUKOHT 1'O6eKyp OFHO U TO XkKe JUI0!

— A s 970 X0pOIII0 3Hat. Ho s xoTena Ovl 10 MEeHBIIIEH Mepe YBUOETh €T0, BCTPETHUTh...

— Emie Buepa 970 65110 651 TPOCTO. CMa3NKBHIM BUKOHT, KBaPTUPOBABIIINI 10 CUX IIOP B OTEJIe
[InuHOH Ha ynune ['paHxk-baTtenbep, nocie CBOEro npre3na yCepaHo ocellan CajloH MagaM OoMOH
ne Ilepurop, oyist KOTOPO¥ OH MPUBE3 NMUCHMO OT rpada MOHTPOHA, HEIHE NpeOLIBaoIero B AHBEDE,
KakK BaM, 0e3 COMHEHU, NOJIXKHO OLITH U3BECTHO.

MapwuaHHa cfenasna YTBePOUTENIbHEIN 3HaK, HO HaxMmypuia 6poBu. Ee oxBatumno comuenue. Co
BUYepalllHero OHs oHa Oblyia yBepeHa, uTo OpaHcuc u BUKOHT 'O0eKyp — omHo nuio. OHa LEeIsaach
3a 9TO MPEMI0I0XKeHNe, CIIOBHO X0TeNla JoKa3aTh cebe, YTO He CTajla XKePTBOM TaJUTIOIMHAIINY.

Ho kak mpefcraButh cebe @paHcuca y mneMsHHulb Tanelipana? M-M me Ilepurop, Xots u
ypoxXaeHHasd KHsxKHa KyprnsHackas u camas 6oratasi HacinegHulla B EBporne, mposiBuiia ce0s 6oree
YyeM [PYKeCKHU 10 OTHOIIEHUI0 K MapuaHHe Jaxke TOrfa, Koraa npocras JIeKTpuca I-Xu fie
TanelipaH 3Banachk M-ib Manepycc. KoneuHo, MapruaHHa He 3Haa, CKOJIb BEJIUKU CBSI3U €e IIOAPYTH,
KOTOPYIO OMa, BIIpPOYEM, He Tak YK YCepOHO Iocellasa, HO MOJIONOY XKeHIIWHe Ka3aJloCh, YTO eCJIU
onl opn Kpanmep Borien B cajmon [opoTeu fe Ilepurop, Kakonu-HUOyaIb TaMHCTBEHHBIN T'0JIOC
o0s13aTeNbHO Impexynpenun 6xl [JopoTero.

— 3HauuT, B AHBEpe, — CKa3ajla OHa HaKOHell, — BUKOHT A O6eKyp IM03HAaKOMHUJICS C rpadom
MouTpoHOM? HO 3TO He IOKa3kIBaeT, UTO OH OTTyHAa popoM. Mexny ®naHgpuen u AHrueu
CyILIECTBYIOT OY€Hb TeCHble OTHOILLIEHUS.

— C 9TUM 5 TOTOB COTJIACUThCS, HO S CIIpalliuBaio cebsi, MOT 1M COCTIaHHBIHM rpad MOHTPOH,
HaXOSIIUNCS IO Hal30pOM MMIIEPATOPCKOM MONMUINY, HabpaThbCs CMENIOCTH CTaTh TaPaHTOM
3aMaCKUPOBaHHOTO0 O (prraMaHAlla aHTIMYaHWHA, TO €CTh IINUOHA. He CIUIIKOM 1 BeTUK PUCK?
3aMeThTe, S cCuuTal0 MOHTPOHA CIIOCOOHEIM Ha BCe, HO C YCIIOBUEM, YTOOH! 3TO IPUHECTIO MY
BLITOZY, @, ECITA IaMsATh MHE He U3MEeHsET, YeJIOBEK, 3a KOTOPOTO BHI BHIILIJIA 3aMy2K, BUMIET B BacC
TOJIBKO BHYIIUTEJIbHOE IPUAaHOEe, HeMEeJIEHHO, KCTaTH, TPOMOTaHHOe UM. Mcxofs U3 3TOTO, 5 He
BepIo B JI00e3HOCTL MOHTPOHA, He MOKPEIJIeHHY0 (GUHAHCOBOM TPUMaHKOM.

C 9THIM CTPOMHBIM JIOTMYECKUM pacCyxkaeHneM MapraHHe MPHUIIIIOCh, XOTS U C COXKATIEHUEM,
cornacuthcs. Mrak, ®paHcuc, MoxkeT OBITh, He IPSYETCS o0 UMeHeM (HlaMaHACKOT0 BUKOHTA, HO OH
ob1 B [Tapuxke, 9T0 yK To4uHO. OHA TSKEJI0 B3OOXHYJIa U CIIPOCHIIA:

— V¥ Bac HeT cBefieHU 0 MPUOBITHY KaKOTO-HUOYOb CygHa KOHTPa0aHOUCTOB U3 AHTIUM?
Qy1re KUBHYJ U TPOTOJIXKaT:

— Hepento Ha3az, HOYbO, QHTTIMMCKUM KyTTEP IIPHUCTaBaJ K OCTPOBY Xemu, 4ToOk 3abpaTh OTTya
OJHOTO M3 BalllMX X0poIInX Apy3eii, 6apoHa fne Cen-KO6epa, C KOTOPHIM BBl TO3HAKOMUJIUCE B
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KaMmeHonoMmHsx [llaito. PadymeeTcs, s y3Ha 06 9TOM, TOJIBKO KOTa KyTTep OTHaJl KOHIIH, Ha TO, YTO
OH 3a0paJ KOT0-TO, He 3HAYMT, YTO OH PaHbIIE He BRICATUI KOT0-HUOYIb OPYroro, MPUOLIBIIETO U3
AHTIUN.

BEPHYTHCS

«XO0TS ¥ AOCTOWHBIA YIIOMUHAHHUA...» (J1aT.).

— Kaxk 3HaTth? Pa3se 4To0...

MapI/IaHHa 3aMoOJIdalia U3-3a BHE3dITHO HpOMeHBKHYBH.IeI;I MEBICJTH, 3aCTaBUBIIEN 3a0IeCTeTh ee
3ejleHble T'1a3a. 3aTeM OHa IIpoaoJizKaia, TOJIbKO THUIIIE:

— Ckaxure, a Hukona Manepycc no-npexHemy B [InmumyTe? EMy, MoxkeT ObITh, U3BECTHO KO€ — YTO,
Kacarolleecs ABUXKEHUs MOJOOHEIX CyOB.

MUHMCTP MOJUIKY CHelal YKACHY0 IpuMacy ¥ ©300pa3uI UIyTIUBEIN PEBePaHC.

— CphenaiTe OfOIKEHNE, MOSI [OpoTas, IT0OBEPhTE, UTO S rOpa3fo paHblie Bac MOgyMaJll O HalleM
HeoOBIKHOBEeHHOM Boke Qumie... Ho cefuac g He 3HAlO, I'e TOYHO HAaXOOUTCS 3TOT MOCTOMHLIN CHIH
HentyHa. YXe c Mecsll, KaK OH ucyes.

— Hcue3? — Bo3myTmwiack MapuanHa. — OpuH u3 Bamux areHToB! U Bac 970 He 6€CIIOKOUT?

— Huuyts. IToToMy uTO, ecniu Ol OH GBI ITOMMaH UK IOBEIIeH, g Okl yKe 3Han 06 aToM. bk dum
1iCue3 — «3HAUMUT, OH [IOJIKEeH PaCKPHITh UTO-HUOYIb nHTEpecHoe. OH umet no cieny, BoT u Bce! [la
He oropdaiitecs Tak! Yept nobepu, MOM OPYT, 1 KOHYY T€M, YTO IIOBEPIO, OYATO Bbl UCIHITHIBAETE
IIOJ/IMHHYIO IPUBSI3aHHOCTH K BallleMy» ASAIOLIKE «.

— IloBepsbTe 6e3 Konebanuit! — cyxo o6opBana oHa. — biask ®uill ObLT MEPBLIM, KTO IPOTSHYT MHE
PYKY Opyk0bI, KOTHa 51 0Ka3asachk B 6efie, He gyMas IOJIy4YUTh YTO-HUOYOb B3aMeH. f He MOry 3TO0
3a0BITh!

Hamek ObInT He 3aByanupoBaH. Oyiie 3aKalIsics, IPOYUCTUI HOC, B35 IIENOTKY Ta0aka U3
yepenaxoBoi TabaKepKu 1, YTOOBl KOHUYUThL C 3TUM, 3asIBUJI PYTUM TOHOM, MEHsSsI TEMY pa3roBopa:

— Bo BcsikoM city4ae» BhI, pacCyXKaaeTe IIPpaBUIIbHO, MOSI OPOTas, a s IIOCTIal 1o CIedy Ballero
nIpu3paka B roiny0oM MOUX JIYYIINX CHIIMKOB: HHCIEKTOpa [laka u arenTa [erpe. B HacTos1Iee
BpPEMS OHU ITPOBEPSIOT BCEX MHOCTPAHIIEB, XKUBYIIUX B [Tapuixke.

[Tocne nerkoro konebanuss MapuaHHa, 4yTh IOKPACHEB, CIIPOCUJIA, CTHACH CBOETO YIIPSIMCTBA:
— Pa3sBe... oHU He monUM K BUKOHTY ' O6eKypy?
®yme ocTaBasncs 6e3ydacTHEIM. Hu 0mMH MyCKYJI He JPOTHYJ Ha ero OJIefHOM JIUIIE.

— OHM UMEHHO C Hero ¥ Havanu. Ho co BuepaliHero Beuepa BUKOHT CO CBOUM 0araxom IMOKUHYII
otenb [ITMHOH, He CKa3aB, Ky[a OH HAIlPaBJIIeTCS... a BE He MpeficTaBisgeTe cee, o Kakoi CTeleHn
OOIITMPHEI BlIafleHUs €T0 BeJIMYeCcTBa UMIIepaTopa U KOpoJs!
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MapuanHa B3goxHyna. OHa nousna. Ecnu cetuac ®pancuca He 00HaPyKUIIM, HAUTH ero OyOeT Tak
JXe TPY[OHO, KaK UTOJIKY B CTOTe ceHa... Y ogHako, Hafgo OBLI0 3a M00YIo IIeHy OTHICKATh ero... Ho kK
KoMy 00paTuthcs, ecnu Oyire nmpusHan cedst mobexkaeHHBIM?

CI0BHO ITPOYMTAB MBICITM MOJIOOM KEHIIUHBI, MUHUCTP KPUBO YIBIOHYIICS, CKIIOHSISICh TTPU
IIPOLaHUU Haf IPOTIHYTOU €My PYKOM.

— He OygbTe Tako¥ mecCUMUCTKOM, moporasi MapuaHHa, BEl BCE-TaKK JOCTATOYHO 3HAETe MEHS,
yTOOBI COMHEBATHCS B TOM, UTO, KaKue Obl HU OBIJIM TPYIHOCTH, 5T He II00JII0 Ipru3HaBaTh cebst
nobOexneHHbIM. [103TOMY, He TIOBTOPSIS CJI0Ba rocrofguHa fe Kamona Mapun-AuTtyanerte: «Ecnu 910
BO3MOXKHO — 3HAQYUT, CAEIaHO, HEBO3MOXKHO — OyleT cenaHo», s YOOBOJIbCTBYIOCH 60ee CKPOMHBEIM
— ITOCOBETYI0 BaM HagesThCH.

HecMmoTps Ha ycnokauBaoliye cioBa ®yie, HeCMOTpS Ha IoleNyun u obelanus HamoseoHa,
MapuaHHa IIpoBeJia IoCIeAyoie JHU B MeIaHXO0/INHY, OKPAaIlleHHOH IIJIOXUM HacTpoeHueM. HuuTto u
HUKTO el He HpaBUJCs, a camMa cebe — erre MeHble. MydyuMast JHEM ¥ HOYbO THICSYbI0 IeMOHAMHU
PEBHOCTH, OHA 3aJbIXajlach CPeNy U3SITHOM 00CTaHOBKH CBOET0 OCOOHSIKA, Iie MeTajlach, Kak 3Beph B
KJIETKe, HO BRIUTH HapyXKy 6osiyiack elre O0JbIlle, IIOTOMY YTO ceiiuac OHa HeHaBupesa [lapux.

B oxupaHuu ©MIIePaTOPCKOM CBaibOLI CTOMIMIIA CYETHUIIACh B IIPUTOTOBIEHHUSX.

[ToBCIOy TIOCTEIIEHHO MOSIBIISITIACH TUPISH, Giakku, GOHAPUKH, MoK, Ha Bcex 00IIeCcTBEeHHBIX
30aHUSIX YEePHBIM aBCTPUKCKUY Opesl HEIIPUHYKAEHHO COCECTBOBA C 30JI0YEHBIMU OpJlaMy
VMMIIEPUHU, 3aCTaBlIss BOpYaTh CTaphX rBapAeineB AycTtepnuiia 1 Barpama, Torga Kak C IIOMOIIBIO
HEHCYHUCIIMMOI0 KOIMYeCTBa Beflep BOOLI U KpenKux MeTell [lapuxk coBepImian CBOU MapagHbli
Tyarsner.

CoOrITHE neTano Hafl FoOpogoM, TpelieTao B 1abupuHTax ero 0eCUKUCIeHHBIX YN, paclieBaio B
Ka3apMax, I'ie peneTupoBaiu ¢paHdapkl, Tak ke, Kak ¥ B CajioHax, TIe TeperoBapuBauCh CKPUIIKHY,
IIePEeTIOJIHAIO JIaBKU U Mara3uHH, Te UMIIEPaTOPCKUe MOPTPETH TOCIIOACTBOBAIN Hal MOPSIMU
IIeJIKOB U KPY2KEB ¥ rOpaMU CheCTHBIX IIPUIIAcOB, COUBAJIO C HOT IIOPTHHIX ¥ CTABUJIO Ha KOJIEHU
IIapuKMaxXepoB, 3afiepKUBajlo 3eBak Ha HabepexXHEIX CeHEl, I'Tle TOTOBUINUCH (PeliepBEPKH U
WUTIOMUHAUWY, ¥, HaKOHell, Oy[XII0 XXaXAy B CepAllaX TPU3eTOK, AJI KOTOPEIX UMIIepaTop BAPYT
nepectas ObITh HemoOeAUMEIM 00TOM BOWHBI, YTOOH IPEBPATUTLCS B HOBOIHHO XOPOIIYI0 UMUATAIINIO
BOJIIEOHOTO IPUHIIA.

BesycnoBHo, Takas atMocdepa mpa3gHUKa Oblsia 2KMBOM ¥ PafOCTHOM, HO [7iT MapuaHHH BCS 9Ta
CcyMaToxa, OpraHu30BaHHas BOKPYT CcBagh0Obl, KOTOpPAs paHUJIA ee Ceplle, — yrHeTaWeNR U
noCThIIHOU. Bunga [Tapux... [Tapuxk, rOTOBEIY IPUBETCTBOBATh PafSOCTHEIMU KPUKAMU, TOTOBBIH
CKJIOHUTHCSI ¥ MYPJIBIKAQTh, KaK PYYHOU KOT, Y HOT HEHaBUCTHOU ABCTPUSYKH, MOJIOfas XKEHITNHA
yyBCTBOBasa cebs BOBoiHe 00MaHyTOMH., . [I03TOMY OHa ITpefnoYia ocTaBaThCsA y ce0s, oxkupmas 6or
3HaeT 4ero. MoxeT OBITh, Iepe3BOHA KOJIOKOJIOB ¥ apTUJIJIEPUICKUH CaJIOT, KOTOPHIE BO3BECTSAT €M,
YTO HeCYyacThe HEeNOIIPaBUMO U ee HeNIpUATEJIbHUIIA BCTYIIWIa B TOPOa?

[IBop yexan B KoMmbeH, rge spurepLoruls oxkuganach 27 — ro unu 28 — ro, HO B cajlOHaX IPUEMEL
cremoBany ofuH 3a [Ipyrum. [Ipuemel, Ha KOTopble MapraHHa, OTHBIHE OTHA U3 CAMBIX U3BECTHBIX
KeHIH [Tapuxka, ojTy4asa MacCy IIPUTIIAllleH| i, HO HA 3a YTO B MUPE He COTJIacHiiach Obl MMOUTH
naxe K Tanedpany, oco0eHHO K TanerpaHy, Tak Kak oHa 00s71aCb TOHKOM HPOHUYECKOM YIIBIOKH
BHIle — KaHIUlepa uMieparopa. [10aToMy MapuaHHa 1 0CTaBajlach YIIOPHO AOMa I10f JI0KHBIM
IIPEJIOTOM IIPOCTYHIL.

OpenbeH, TopThe 0COOHSKA ['AccesibHa, MTOMYYUIl CTPOTHE UHCTPYKLIKMU: KpOME MUHUCTPA IOJIULIUY U
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€ro II0CJIAaHIIEeB, a TakXke M-M [‘aMeJieH, X03sliKa He IIPUHUMAET HUKOT 0.

®oprtioH3 ['ameneH, co CBOel CTOPOHE, PE3K0 OCYAUJa Takoe nosefeHune. Kpeonka, Bcerga
JKaxkayIias HaclnaXOeHUs U pa3BjedeHuid, Hallljla IPOCTO CMEILIHKIM 3aTOUYeHMe, Ha KOTOpPOoe
oOpekia cebs ee mopyra KU3-3a TOTO, UTO BO3/TI00IEHHBIN yeXasl 3aK/odaTh Opak 1o pacuety. Yepes
IISTh JHEU IIOCJie 3HaMeHaTeJIbHOT O NIPEeCTaBIeHUs OHa IIPUIIIa CHOBA IIOKYPUThH CBOIO IIOAPYTY.

— MoXHO IogyMaTh, YTO TH BAOBA MJIM OTBEPTrHYTas! — BO3MYyIIaaach OHa.. — FIMEHHO B TO BpeMs,
KOTa Thl HaXOMMIIbCSI B CAMOM 3aBUIHOM IIOJIOKEHMH: ThI — 0002KaeMasi, BCeCHJIbHAs
BO3mI001eHHass Hamoneora, HO OTHIONL He Pa0bIHSA. DTOT 6pak 0cBoOOXKmaeT Tebsi B U3BECTHOM
CTeNeHU OT THeTa BEPHOCTH. M, 4uepT BO3bMH, Tl MOJIOfIA, HEBEPOSITHO KPACHBa, THl 3HAMEHHTA... ’
[TapuXK mOJT0H COOMAa3HUTEIBHBEIX MyKYKUH, KOTOPEIE TOJIBKO M MEYTAIOT Pa3fle/uTh C TOOOMH
oguHouecTBo! f1 3HAIO 110 MeHbIIEH Mepe [0XKUHY 6e3yMIleB, 63 maMsITH BIIOOIEHHBIX B Te0s!
Xouernrb, YTOOBI 1 UX Ha3Baja?

— 910 Gecnone3Ho, — 3ampoTecToBasia MapraHHa, KOTOPYIO CIIUIIKOM CBOOOLHAS MOpaJib OBIBIIEH
«I1eronuxu» KopoOuia, HO U 3abaBnsina. — ITo 6ecrnone3no, ©00 y MeHs HET KeJlaHus OBITh C
IPYTUMHU MyXK4uuHaMmu. Eciu O s 9TOT0 X0TeNna, MHe OBUTO ObI JOCTAaTOYHO OTBETUTH Ha OTHO U3 9TUX
nrceM, — noGaBUIa OHA, yKa3biBasi Ha HEOOJIBIION CEKPETEP PO30BOTO JE€PEBA, I'ie TPOMO3IUIIUCH
TIOJTyYeHHEIE TIOCTIaHus, KOTOPhIe KaXK/Ibli TeHb BMECTE C MHOTOUKMCIIEHHEIMU OYKeTaMu IIPUHOCUTIH

KYPHEPHL.

— W TH uX maxe He BCKprBaeI_HB?

®opTIOH3 yCTPEMHUTIACH K CEKpeTePY. BOOPYXKUBIINCH TOHKAM UTATbIHCKUM CTHUIETOM BMECTO
pa3pe3HOro HOXKa, OHa paclievaTasia HeCKOJIbKO muceM, 6erio nmpobexasa ComepKUMoe, IorcKasa
TIOAMKCH ¥ B KOHIE KOHIIOB B3JOXHYJIA:

— Kak rpyctHO BumeTh 9T0. HecuacTHas, II0OJI0BMHA UMIIEPATOPCKOM IrBapauu BitoOnIeHa B TeOs.
[TocmoTpu TonbKo: KanyBums... TpobpuaH... Pag3usumn... naxe ITousToBckuii. Best TTombina y TBOUX
HoT. He cumras gpyrux! ®mao, cam KpacaBuuk ®mao MedyTaeT TONBKO 0 TeGe. A Thl OCTAEIIhCs 37eCh,
B YIJIy y KaMUHa, B3[bIXaelllb, TTISIAA Ha HU3K0e He0o, Oerylue Ty4Yu U N0XK/b, B TO BpeMs KaK ero
BEJIMYECTBO CKaydeT K CBoel aplrepuoruHe. Cioymial, 3Haelb, 0 KOM THl 3aCTaBuja MEHS BCIOMHUTh?
O XKozedpune.

HiMeHeM pa3BeqeHHOUM UMIIEPATPHIlLI, KOTOpas Oblna st PopTIOHS He TOJIBKO COOTEYECTBEHHUIIEH,
HO ¥ CTAPUHHOM MPUSTEIbHUIIEH, YIAI0Ch BCE-TaKu MPOOUTH YKPHIBABINYI0 MapraHHy CTEHY IJI0XOT0
HacTpoeHusi. OHA HEYBePEHHO B3TJISTHYJIA Ha MOAPYTY.

— [Touemy THI 3T0 roBopuib? THl BUfena ee? YTo OHa fgenaeT?

— 4 Bupena ee Buepa BeuepoM! U 1o mpaBae roBopsi, Ha Hee ellle 60IbHO CMOTPETh. BOT y2Ke MHOTO
OHEM MPOoIIIo, KaK OHa HOJKHa Onlna MoKUHYTh [Tapuxk. HamomeoH moxasoBan et TUTYJ TepIloTUHU
HaBappckou u moMecThe, KOTOPOe BMECTE C OTPOMHBIM Y4aCTKOM 3eMJIM HaXOAUTCS ¥ IBPeE...
IPUCOEOUHUB, Pa3yMeeTCsI, CIepPKaHHBIN, HO HEITOKOJIeOMMEIM COBET yexaTh Tyha J0 cBagbOul. Ho
OHa 3alleNuiach 3a Enucelrickue monis, KyAa HeflaBHO BEPHYIAacCh, KaK 3a MOCJIeAHUN SIKOPh CIIaCeHU .

I[IHM IPOXOMAT OOWH 3a ApyruM, a 2KoseduHa eie B [Tlapuxe.
Ho Bce paBHO OHa yefeT. Torga 3ayeM TSHYTh?

— MHe KaxXeTCs, 4TO s MOTY IIOHSITh ee, — OTBeTHJIa MapruaHHa C IedanbHOM yiIel0Koi. — Pa3Be He
JKeCTOKO BBIPBATh €€ M3 CBOET0 OMa ¥, CJIOBHO CTABINYI0 HEHYXKHOM BEIIb; 0TOCIATh B OPYTOH,
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HE3HAKOMBIH?
[Touemy OBl He OCTaBUTE ee B MabMe30He, KOTOPHIY OHa TakK JII00UT?

— Cnumkom 61mu3Ko oT [Tapuxka. Oco0eHHO IpHu MPUOLITHY NOUYEpH UMIIepaTopa ABCTPHUU.
OTHOCHTENBHO TOTO, YTOOH MMOHATE, — HoOaBua POPTIOHI, IONOUT K 3epKaly U Io0ysch
CTPAyCOBBIMH ITEPhSIMU Ha CBOEH I'MTAHTCKOM IIJIsSe, — TO S He YBepPeHa, YTO Thl cMorjia Obr!
2KozeduHa xBaTaeTcs 3a TeHb TOT'0, 4YeM OHa Obl/Ia... HO OHA y2Ke HalllIa yTellleHue IJjisi CBOero
pas3bUTOro cepala.

— YT0 TH X0OUelllb CKa3aTh?

M-m I'aMeneH pa3pa3uiach CMEXOM, IaB BO3MOKHOCTh 3aCBEPKATh CBOUM GEJI0CHEIKHBIM OCTPHIM
3yOKkaM, mmocJie 4ero 6pocuiach B Kpeciio psimoM ¢ MapruaHHoO#M, 06[1aB ee TyCTHIM apoOMaTOM PO3H.

— A T0, 4TO [IOJIKHA CHENATh TH, MOSI KpacaBuIla, 4YTO cAerana 6sl mobast pa3yMHas KeHIIHHA B
TaKOM CIly4ae: OHa 3aBejia JIF0GOBHUKA!

CNHIIIKOM OITIeJIOMJIEHHAsI HOBOCTBIO, YTOOBI OTBETUTH UTO-HUOYIb CBSI3HOE, MapuaHHa
IIOBOJIbCTBOBAJIACh TEM, YTO IIMPOKO PACKPHITIA I/la3a, YeM HOCTABHUIIa YIOBOIbCTBUE GONTIMBOM
KpEOJIKe.

— He cTpoit Takyio BO3MyIIIeHHYI0 MUHY]| — BCKpu4asna Ta. — [Io-moeMy, 2Ko3edrHa COBEPIIEHHO
npaBa. M3-3a 4yero ocyxkpmaTh ce0s1 Ha OOUHOKKE HOYM, KOTOphIe, BIIpoueM, 60osbiei 4acThio OBLIHN ee
yaoenom B Tiounbpu. OHa IOTepsiia TPOH, HO oOpesa mo00Bb. OOHO KOMIEHCUPYET APYroe, U, eCITu
X0Yellth 3HaTh MO€ MHEHHe, 39TO TOJIbKO CIIPaBeJikBo!

— Bo3moxu0. U XTO 3T0?

— XO0J0CTSIK NeT TPUAATH, MOIIHEIM, 6JIOHAUH, CII0KEeHHBIM KaK puMcKoe 60xkecTBO: rpad JlaHcenoT
ne TiopneH-Kpucca, ee Kameprep, 4To COBCEM yH00OHO.

MapHaHHa He CMOT'JIa yoep2KaTb YJ'ILI6KY, CKOpee IIPUIIOMHHUB CBOE€ I€EBUYECKOE YTEHNE, YEM OT
CJIOBOOXOTJIMBOCTH TIOOPYTH.

— Hrtak, — MemyIeHHO ITPOM3HECIa OHa, — KOopoJieBa ['mHeBpa oOpesla HaKOHEeI] CYacThe C PHIapeM
JlaxcenoTom?

— Torpa Kak KOpoJib APTyp FOTOBUTCS pa3BiIeKaThCS C MBIITHON ['epMUHOM, — 3aKOHYMIA
®opTions. — Kak BUAuWIG, B pOMaHax He Bcerga MUyt rnpasay. CTout nu tak yousatbes! Crnymiai, s
Tebe momory!

q)OpTIOHS TIOBEPHYIIACE K CEKPETEPY, HO MapHaHHa KeCTOM OCTaHOBHIIA €e€.

— Hert. 310 6ecnione3no! 4 He XkKeJaio BEICTYIIKBATh HEJIETIOCTH IIEPBOTO BCTPEUHOI0 Kpacasiia. 7
CJIUIIIKOM JII00JTI0 ero, TIOHUMAaeIIh?

— OpHo [IpyroMy He MelllaeT, — YIIOPHO HacTauBaja PopTioHs. — f o6oxkaio MOHTpPOHA, HO eciu Ob
s1 Obl7Ia 00s13aHa XpPaHUTh EMY BEPHOCTH C TeX ITOP, KaK ero BhICIanu B AHBeD, 51 ObI COIIIJIa C yMa.

MapuraHHa IaBHO yKe 0TKa3asiach OT MBIC/TM MPUMHUPHUTH IIOAPYTY CO CBOEH TOYKOH 3peHus. DOpTIOHI
Oblyia HafielleHa ITBIIKUM TeMIIEPAMEHTOM U, Cy[s 110 BceMy, 0oJbie mobusa camy 1000Bb, YeM
Myx)4uuH. Cpefy ee HEUCUUCITUMBIX JTI0O0BHUKOB ITOCTIEAHUM OKa3ascsi 0aHKUD YBpap, He TaKou
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KpacHuBBIM, KaK HeoTpa3uMelii Ka3dumup me MOHTPOH, HO KOMIIEHCHPOBABILINUM 3TOT HEIOCTATOK
TPOMAIHBIM COCTOSTHHEM, B KOTOpPOe MajeHbKue 3yOKH M-M ['aMesieH ¢ HacllakOeHWeM BIPBI3AJIUCh...
OpHako nopa 6bIJI0 KOHYATh C 9TUM, 1 MapuaHHa B3[OXHYIa:

— Hecmotps Ha cBagnby, 1 He X0Uy U3MeHSATh uMIepaTopy. OH HeIpeMeHHO y3HaeT 00 3TOM U He
IIPOCTUT MeHs, — Jo0aBuiia oHa ObICTPO, Haflesich, YT0 POPTIOHI CMOXKET MOHATh 3TOT aPTyMEHT. —
U noroM, X04y HallOMHUTH Tebe, YTO y MEeHS eCTh I'le-TO 3aKOHHBIM CYyIPYT, KOTOPHIM MOXKeT
BO3HUKHYThH C MUHYTHl HA MUHYTY.

Beco snTy3ma3m QopTIOHS HCTIAPUIICS, U OHA HEOXKUOAaHHO CEPbE3HO CIIPOCHUIIA:
— EcTb Kakue-HUOyIb HOBOCTH?

— Hukaxkux. IIpocTo Buepa ®yiie poroBOpPHUIICS, YTO ellle HUYero He HallllH... U faXe 3TOT BUKOHT
n'O6GeKyp OCTaeTCs HEYIOBUMEBIM. f CUMTAl0, OQHAKO, YTO HAIll MUHUCTP HUIIET J0OPOCOBECTHO...
BnpoueMm, Apkaauyc, Co CBOer CTOPOHBI, HU ¥ HOYM PHILIET 110 [lapuxKy, BCce 3aKOYJIKM KOTOPOTO
3HAKOMEI eMYy He XyXKe, 4eM IPo(eCCuOHAIbHOMY IIOIUIENCKOMY.

— Bce-Taku 5TO 04eHb CTPAHHO...

B 3TOT MOMEHT, CJTOBHO MaTepuaIn30BaHHLIM CJI0BAMU MapraHHBI, B ABEPSIX CajloHa IIOKa3aJics C
IIUCBMOM B pyKe Apkanuyc fe 2KonuBass, Ipalio3H0 NPUBETCTBYA fAaM. Kak Bcerga, ero
371eETAHTHOCTH OblJla 0€3yIPEYHOM: OJIMBKOBO-3€JIEHOM C CephiM CMM(OHUY KOCTIOMa ITpHaaBaia
6ombimoit addekT OemocHeKHass 6aTuCcTOBas pyDOallika, Hafi KOTOPOi BEICTYIIAJI0 CMYTJIOE IMYUKO
MBIIITY C JKUBBIMU T'JIa3aMU, YEPHLIMU YCaM¥ ¥ GOPOOKOM MHcaTeNsI-uMIIpecapruo ¥ He3aMeHUMOT0
KOMITaHbOHA MapuaHHEL.

— Hamra mompyra ckasaia MHe, YTO B IPOBOJKTE BPEMS B IMTapUKCKUX TPyL00ax, OMHAKO Y Bac
TAKOM BUJ, CJIIOBHO BBl IIPUIIUIH C Oajia, — IIyTIUBO 3amMmeTusia QOpTIOHA.

— Kaxk pas cerogus s 071, — OTBETUJT APKafuyC, — He B TeX MPAYHBIX MecTax, a y ®packarTu, rae
JTAKOMUJICS MOPOXKEHHIM, CiyIast 60ITOBHIO MUIIBIX fieBylIeK. M s u3bexkan 0osbInon 6embl, Korma
MajaM PekaMbe pa3jiiiia aHaHACHBIH 1mepOeT, efiBa He 3allaykaB MOM ITaHTAJIOHEL.

— Ilo-npexxHemMy HUUEr0? — cIpocuia MapraHHa, Ybe HalPSAXKEHHOE JIUL0 SBJILJI0 PE3KUY KOHTPACT
C BeCeJIbIMU MUHaMU ee CO0eCceqHUKOB.

Ho XKonusains, 110Xoxe, He 3aMeTUJI TPEBOXKHYIO HOTKY B I'0JIOCE MOJIOAOU XKEeHIIUHEL. BpocuB
HeOpeKHBEIM KECTOM IIMChMO K yKe JIexkaBIIUM Ha CeKpeTepe, OH IIPUHSJICS paccMaTpuBaTh
CapIOHUKC C TPaBUPOBKOM, KOTOPHIM OH HOCUJI Ha JIEBOU pPYKe.

— Huyero, — 6e33a00THO TPOTOBOPHUTI OH. — YeJI0BEK B CUHEM KOCTIOME CJIOBHO YJIETEJI C JbIMOM,
KaK JyX B EPCHUACKUX CKa3Kax. 3aTo g BUeN OupeKkTopa TeaTtpa deino, mos moporas! OH ynuBIIEH
OTCYTCTBHEM HOBOCTEH OT BaC ITOCJIE MaMsSTHOTO Beyepa B IOHEHOEeIbHUK.

— 41 coobruiia emMy 0 cBoeit 60JIe3HH, — C Hocamoi o6opBaia ero MapuaHHa. — DTOT0 eMy
IOCTATOYHO.

— K HecuacThio, OH mpyroro MHeHus! IToctaBbTe ce0s Ha ero MECTO: OH HaXOOUT 3BE3[Y MePBOK
BEJINYUHEI, 3TOT YEJIOBEYHHA, a OHa BOPYT UCUe3aeT, edBa 3acusaB. HeT, B caMoM [iejie, OH CTPOUT
OTHOCHUTEJIbHO BaC TaKHe IJIaHBl, IPUYEM YeM JaJIbIlle, TeM O0JIbIe HacChInas UX aBCTPUHCKHUM
OyXOM: OH IIpefrosiaraeT BelgaTh «Iloxullienue U3 cepasusa», 3aTeM KOHLIEPT, COCTaBJIEHHBIN
HMCKITIOYHTEeNbHO U3 Lieder 2 u...
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— OO 3ToM He MOXKeT ObITh U pedn! — HeTepIeanBO BOCKINKHYIa MapruanHa. — CKaxuTe 9TOMy
4YeJI0BEKY NpexkKe BCero, YTOo 51 He BXOXKY B COCTaB MOCTOSHHOU Tpynnkl Komuyeckou Onepsl. 4
TOJIPKO y4aCTHULIa IIpefCcTaBlieHus B 3ajie Oeuno.

— ITO0 eMy XOPOIII0 U3BECTHO, — B3MOXHYI ApKamuyc, — TeM 0ojiee YTO MOCTYIIUIN U APyTHe
IpeoXKeHus U OH 3HaeT 00 3ToM. [Tukap xoTen Ovl BuOeTh Bac B Onepe, B 3HaMeHUTHIX «bapaax»,
KOTOpHIE TaK HPaBSATCA uMIepaTopy, a CIIOHTUHY, B CBOIO OUYepe[ib, CChIJIasiCh Ha Ballle UTATbTHCKOE
IIPOUCXOXK[EHNEe, HACTOMYMBO IIPOCUT BEICTYIIUTH C UTaIbAHI[aMU B « CEBUIILCKOM LIAPIOJIbHUKE»
[Taszuenno. HakoHell, B cajlOHax...

— XBaTuT! — pasgpaxeHHO o0opBana MapuaHHa. — Ceiidac g ¥ CHIBIIIATh HE X0Yy Pa3rOBOPH O
TeaTpe. f He B COCTOSSHUM 3aHMUMAThCS ITOCTOSHHON PaboTOM... ¥ B laJbHEUIIIEM OIrPAHUYYCh,
[I0XKAaJly1, TOJIbKO KOHIIEPTaMH.

— MHe kaxeTcsi, — BMeltanach PopTIOH3, — JIy4llle OCTaBUTh ee B oKoe. OHa 1O TOTO U3fepraxa...
OHa BcTasna, cepaedHo o0HsIa MOAPYTY, 3aTeM fobaBua:

— Trl B caMOM [iefie He X0Yelllb TPUUTH KO MHE CETOHS BedepoM? YBpap NpUBENeT KEeHIINH ...
HECKOJIbKO MHTEPECHBIX MyXKYHH.

— IIpaBo ke, HET! KpoMe Te0s1, 1 He X0Uy HUKOTO BUJETh, 0COOEHHO JTIofiel BecenbX. by 3mopoBal

B To BpeMst Kak ApKaguyc IpoBoxkas M-M ["'aMesieH 1o KapeThl, MapraHHa Opocuiia Ha MO/ MOYILIKY
M, YCTaJIo B3[JOXHYB, Cejla Ha Hee MPOTUB OorHs. Ee 3HOOUIT0. MOXKeT OBITh, IIPEACTABISASICh O0ILHOIM,
OHa U B caMoM feJfie 3abonemna? Ho HeT, 3T0 TOJIBKO ee cepfilie, yTHETEHHOEe COMHEHHUSIMH,
0eCIIOKOMCTBOM U PEBHOCTHIO, OBII0 O0TbHEIM. CHApPYKK HACTyIajla HOYb, XOIOOHAS U HOXK[IIUBAS,
HAaCTOJIbKO COOTBETCTBOBABIIIAS €€ HaCTPOEHUIO, YTO OHA [Jaxke C KaKUM-TO YAOBJIETBOPEHUEM
CMOTpeJia Ha TeMHEBIIIHe 13-3a 30JI0YEHBIX 3aHaBecel OKHa. Kakoi CMEBICII TOBOPHUTE C Hel 0 paboTe?
[Tomo6HO ITHUIIAM, OHA MOTJIa II0-HACTOSAIIEMY IIeTh TOJIBKO C JIETKUM cepflieM. KpoMe Toro, oHa He
yMejia XKeJlaHUs [10IIacTh B TECHBIE, 3a4aCTyI0 0YEHb KeCTKHe PaMKU OIIePHOTO IepcoHaxa. [la u
MOXKET OBITh, Y HEE He OKaXKeTCs MOMJIMHHOI0 aKTePCKOT0 Mpu3BaHus? CoelaHHbIE TPEOI0XKEHUS He
IIPEIbIAJIY €€... XOTSI, BO3MOKHO, OTHO OTCYTCTBUE JTII00MMOI0 YeJI0BEKa BLI3LIBAJIO  HEE
OTBpallleHue KO BCEMY.

Temeps ee B3TIIA[ MORHSIICS K OONBIIOMY IIOPTPETY HAJ KAMUHOM, ¥ CHOBa MOJIOfasl KEHIIMHA
olIyTUnIa 03H00.

B TeMHBIX TTa3ax U3SIIHOTO Odullepa el BOPYT MOYyAUIach KaKasi-TO UPOHUS, OKpallleHHas
IIPEe3PUTETHHON Kal0CThI0 K CUOAIIEMY ¥ €r0 HOT pa304yapoBaHHOMY CYIIECTBY. B TemnoMm cBeTe
cBedel MapKu3 O'AccesbHa, Ka3ajaoCh, BRIPACTal U3 TYMAHHOMW TIyOMHEI X0JICTa, YTOOH IIPUCTHIAUTD
IOoYb 3a TO, YTO OHA HEHOCTOWHA ero, BIIPoYeM, KakK ¥ camoii ce0s. M Takoi sIBCTBEeHHOU Oblna pedb
OPTPeTa, YTO MapraHHa IOKPaCHeNa.

BEPHYTHCS
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ITecen (HeM.).

CroBHO MPOTHUB CBOEM BOJIM MOJIOfas XKeHIMHA IIpolIenTana:
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— Bu1 He cMoxkeTe MOHSTH! Baira m060Bb ObiTa [IJIs1 BaC TaKO¥ €CTECTBEHHOM, YTO pPa3/Ty4yuBIIas Bac
CMepTh MOKa3anach, 63 COMHEHHUS, TOTHYECKUM ITPOHOJIKEHNeM U laXKe BOIJIOIMIeHHEM 3TOH TI00BU
B 0oJiee MpeBOCXogHOH dopme. A xke...

Jlerkue 1maru Apkafuyca 10 KOBPY IIpepBaii 3allUTUTEIbHYI0 peyb MapuaHHbl. HecKombKo
MT'HOBEHHUY OH CO3epIiajl MOJIOAYIO KEHIIUHY, YePHbIM OapXaTHHIM IISITHOM BBHIIEISIBIIYIOCS Ha
cusioleM yOpaHCTBe cajioHa, MOXKeT ObITh, 00Jiee 04apOBaTENIbHYIO B CBOEH MeJIaHXOJIMH, YEM B
6mecke pagocTy. BIM30CTh OTHS MpHUAaa ee IeKaM TEIIYI0 OKPACKY ¥ 3aKTJjia 30JI0Thie OTPazKeHUs
B 3€JIEHBIX I'TIa3ax.

— Hukorfma He clefyeT OTTIObBATLCS Ha3ajl, — CKa3ajl OH TUX0, — ¥ COBETOBATHCS C IIPOIIIIEIM.
Bare 1mapcTBo — Oymyimee.

OH OBICTPO TIOMOIIIEN K CEKPETEPY, B3I MPUHECEHHOE UM ITMCHMO U MTPOTSIHYT er0 MapuaHHe.

— BrI momKHBI TpoYXTaTh X0TS OBl 3T0! Korma s mpuiiien, ero nepenan BallleMy IIOPThE J0 CaMbIX
rna3 3a0pheI3raHHBIN I'PSA3bI0 Kypbep, YTBEePKAaBIIN, YTO 0HO CPOYHOeE... Kypbep, KOTOpHIi JONIXKeH
OBLIT COBEPIIUTH ATMHHBIN MEPEXO[] B IIJIOXYIO ITOTOfY.

Cepare MapuaHHBI IPOMYCTUIIO OAUH yaap. MoxeT ObTh, HAKOHEII, 9TO0 HOBOCTH U3 KoMmbeHa?
CxBaTHB KOHBEPT, OHa IIOCMOTpeEJia Ha HalMCaHHBIN He3HAKOMBIM II0YEPKOM afipec, 3aTeM Ha
YepHYIOo nevaTh 0€3 BCAKOTO PUCYHKA.

HepBHI:IM OBH2KE€HHUEM OHa CJIOMaJla €€ X PAa3BEPHYIJIa JIUCT, Hd KOTOPOM HaXOOUJIOCh HECKOJIBKO
CTPOK 0e3 MOoAIHCH:

«Topstunil TOKJIOHHUK CUHBOPHUHBI Mapuu-CTaisl 6ymeT BHe cebsi OT PaioCTH, €CJIM OHA COTJIaCUTCS
BCTPETHUTHLCS C HUM B 3TOT BTOPHUK, OBAAIATh CeIbMOro, B 3aMKe [le-EpeH-ciop — Benb, rinybokoi
HOYbI0. MeCTHOCTb Ha3biBaeTcs JIsionu 3, 1 3TO MOTHOCTHIO COOTBETCTBYET MPOCkOe TOTo, KTO OymeT
XKaTh.

OCTOPOXKHOCTh ¥ CAEPKAHHOCTD...»

TekCT Ka3aJjcs CTpaHHEIM, CBUaHue — ellle Oosbie. He roBopsi HU c0Ba, MapuaHHa MPOTSHYIA
IACBEMO ApKaguycy.

OHa cneguna, Kak OH mpobexkas riia3aMy 10 CTPOYKaM, 3aTeM YAUBIEHHO IIOTHSI OPOBH.
— JIro6omEITHO, — CKa3ajl OH. — Ho, B3Becus Bce, abCOJIIOTHO SICHO.
— YT0 BHI XOTUTE CKa3aTh?

— YTo 3puUrepuoruHsa OTHHIHE TOMYeT 3eMIi0 OpaHIuy, YTO UMIIEPaToOpP AeUCTBUTENIHHO NOJIKEH
TIPOSIBIISITh OOJBIIYIO CHEePXKAHHOCTD... U YTO AepeBHs [le-bpeH-ciop-Benb HaXoOOUTCS Ha JOpOTe U3
Perimca B CyaccoH. B CyaccoH, roe HoBas UMIIepaTpHUlia JOJIXKHa COe/laTh OCTAHOBKY KakK pa3
IBafuaTh CeIbMOI0 Be4epOoM.

— WTak, mo-Bauiemy, 3To MUChbMO OT «HET0»?

— A KTO Opyroi Mor Obl MPeIOKKUTh BaM TaK0oe CBUIaHME B IOIMOOHON MeCTHOCTH? f myMaro, 4To...
— Apxkapuyc 3akone0ascs, He peuasich MPOU3HECTH TIIATeIbHO 3aMacCKUPOBAHHOE UM, 3aTEM
IIPOMIOJIZKAJI, — YTO OH XO4YeT [MaTh BaM IOCJIeqHEee NOKa3aTeIbCTBO ero JII00BH, IIPOBEMS KaK0e-TO
BpPEMS C BaMU B TOT CaMbIii MOMEHT, KOTfla MpuOyAeT XeHIIMHa, Ha KOTOPOM OH KEHUTCS 110
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TOCyOapCTBEHHBIM COOﬁpa}KeHI/IHM. ITO U HOIKHO pa3BedATE BCE Balll TPEBOTHW U CTPAXMU.

Ho MapuanHy He Hafo Ovino 0osibliiie yroBapruBaTh. C IOPO30BEBIIUMHU IIeKaMU, CO CBEPKAIOIINMU
ria3amy, BCS IIeIMKOM OXBaueHHasl CTPacCThI0, OHA AyMaJjia TOJIbKO O TOW MUHYTe, Telephb OIU3KO0H,
KOT'7la OHa OKaxeTcs B 00baTusAX HamoneoHa... Apkaguyc mpaB: OH JacCT el TaM, HeCMOTPS Ha
OKpyKaloll[iie ero IpefoCTOPOXKHOCTH, BEJIUKOJIETIHOE, UyIeCHOe [OKa3aTeIbCTBO J1t00BH!

— ¢ moeny 3aBTpa, — 3asBUJIA OHA. — A BH IPHUKaXKTe I'pakXy MPUTOTOBUTH MHE JIOIIA[b.
— Ho nouemy He kapeTy? [Toroga OTBpaTHTEIbHAS, a €XaTh Ty[a OKOJIO TPUIIATH JIbe.

— Tak JIy4iie COXpPaHUTh TafIHy, — YJ'IBI6HYJ'IBCB OHa. — BcagHuk IIpuBJI€EYET MEHbIIIE€ BHUMAHNA, YEM
KapeTa C Ky4epoM.

¢ IpeBOCXOMHO OEPKYCh B CefJie, B XKe 3HAeTe?

— 4 Toxe, — B TOH el oTBeTu 2KonuBanb. — Tak 4To g ckaxy ['pakxy, 4TOOH OH OCefyial AByX
nomageu. f Oyay COIpoBOXAaTh Bac.

— Kakou cmbicni? Bel He BepuTe, 4To...

— 41 cyuTalo, YTO BH MOJIOHAs XKEHIIMWHA, YTO Ha JOPOrax He BCerjga CIIOKOWHO, 4To bpeH —
He0O0JIbIIIOe CeJIeHNe U YTO paM Ha3HA4YEHO CBUaHMe TTy00KOM HOYbI0 B HE3HAKOMOM MHe MecTe. He
OyMa#Te, 94TO ST COMHEBAIOCH B... TOM, KOT'0 BBl 3HAeTe, HO 51 He IIOKKWHY Bac, ITOKa He ImepegaMm B
HaJleXKHbIe PYKH.

[Tocrne 4ero s OTOPAaBIIIOCH CIIaTh Ha ITOCTOSIIBIN OBOP.

ToH ero 6bl1 6€30rOBOPOUHLIN, 1 MapraHHA He HacTauBaja. TeM Gojiee 4To 06IIecTBO ApKaguyca
OymeT coBCceM He NUITHUM B TI0€3[IKe, KOTOpas MoTpedyeT He MEeHbIIIe TPeX THeH.

OpHako OHa He MOrJia u30aBUTHCS OT MBICJIH, YTO BCE 3TO CJIMIIKOM CJIOKHO U ropa3fo mpoire OBII0
OBl IMIIEPATOPY B3SITh ee ¢ c000¥ B KOMIIbeH 1 TOMECTHUTh, KaK OHA TOr'0 XOTella, B KaKoM — HUOYIb
3aropogHoM noMe. IIpaBna, eciu BepuTh crieTHsIM, [Tonuna Boprese Ovita ¢ 6paTom B KomnbeHe u
IIPY Hel HaxXO#uiach ee mobumas ppeinrna, Ta Kpuctuna me MaTu, KoTopas o MapuaHHBI
I0JIb30Basiachk 6J1arocKI0HHOCTEI0 Hamoneoxa.

«YTO 9TO CO MHOU fienaeTcs? — BAPYT nogyMana MapraHHa. — {1 Be3[e BUXKY COIIEePHHUILI.
HetictButenbHo, 4 CnuirkoM peBHUBa. Hapio nydiie caequTh 3a Co00M».

CunbHBIY CTYK BXOTHOM [IBEepH IpepBasl 0€3MONIBHEIM MOHOJIOT MapuaHHbL. JT0 Oblyia Afilenauna,
BEPHYBILASACA U3 KOMUTETa IPU3PEHNS, TTle OHa IIPOBOAMIIA IIOYTH BCe Beuepa He CTOJIBKO, T10
MHEHUI0O MapuaHHHI, U3 COCTPafaHus K HEMMYIIUM, CKOJIbKO M3 JKeJlaHUus M0OkBaTh B 001IECTBE U
3aBeCTH HOBBIE 3HAKOMCTBA. U B camoM fere, M-7ib ' AccernbHa, TI000MBITHAS KaK COPOKa, IPHUHOCHUIA
KaXX[IblH pa3 IeIbl BOPOX aHEeKIOTOB U HAOII0eHU M, KOTOPHIe JOKa3kIBaJId, YTO OHA yOessia
BHUMAaHME He TOJIbKO 0J1arOTBOPUTEILHOCTH.

MapwuaHHa IOgHSIacCh, OIUPasCh Ha MPeAJIoKeHHYI0 APKaguyCcoM PYKY, U YIEIOHYIaCh eMy.
— BoTt 1 Agenauga, — cKa3sajia OHa. — MeMTe yKUHATh U CIIyLIaTh CBEXUeE CIIJIETHU.
I'masa II. CEJIbCKAA LIEPKBYIIIKA

OKOJI0 TIONyHS CIEeAYIOUIEro OHS MOCie 0The3na MapuanHa u Apkaauyc me 2KonuBajb CIEeIuIuCh
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TIepef OCTOSITIRIM JBOPOM «30510TO€e ComnHIle»B BpeHe. [Toroma Grina yKacHasi: C CaMOT0 paccBeTa
HEeIIPEPHIBHAINA MO/ 3aIHBajl OKPECTHOCTH, U IBOE BCAJHUKOB, HECMOTPS Ha UX IIJIOTHHIE
KaBaJIepUHCKUe IJTallly, HAaCTOJIbKO IIPOMOKJIH, YTO MM CPOYHO TpeboBanoch ybexulre. YoexuIre u
HEMHOT'0 TeIla.

BribpaBimch HaKaHyHe, OHH, TI0 COBETY ApKafinyca, eXajid C BO3MOXKHOMN OBICTPOTOM, YTOORI
03HAKOMHUTHCS 0, MECTHOCTBIO 3apaHee, M0 3TOTO CTPAaHHOIr0 cBugaHus. OHU 3aHSIN IBE KOMHATHI B
3TOU CKPOMHOM, eMMHCTBEHHOU 37IeCh IePEeBEHCKOM TOCTUHHUIIE, 3aTEM PACIIOI0KUINCH B HU3KOM,
nouTu 6e3 moceTUTENEH, 3ae U 3aHANNUCh: OOHA — OYJIbOHOM, OAPYroi — MOAOTPETHIM BUHOM. Ha HuX
HUKTO He oOpallaja BHUMaHHUsI, HACTOJIbKO BEJIMKO ObIJI0 BO30YyKIeHHue B 0ORIYHO TAKOM CIIOKOWHOM
MecTeuyke Ha 6epery Bems. IToTomMy 4TO BCKOpe, Yepe3 4ac... MOXKeT OBITh, IBa, HOBas UMIIepaTpHUIla
¢dbpaHy30B npoenet yepe3 bpeH, HanpaBsasick K CyacCoHY, I'le OHA [OIKHA IOYKHUHATH U
3aHOYEBATh.

Y HecMOTpS Ha OOXK[b, BCe XKUTEJH, B IPAa3OHUYHLIX OfeKaaX, HaXOAUINCh CHAPYXKHU, CPeIu
TUPJSH] ¥ MaJsio-IoMasly TaCcHYBIIUX IIJIomIeK. [Iepen KpacuBoii lIepPKOBBIO BO3BHIIIACS O0TSHYThIN
GbpaHIy3CKUMU ¥ aBCTPUMCKUMHU (jlaraMy ITOMOCT, Ha KOTOPOM BITUSITETbHBIE JTIOAU 3TOW MECTHOCTHU
BCKOpE 3aiMyT C 30HTHMKaMHU MeCTa, YTOOLI MPUBETCTBOBATh HOBOIIPUOKIBIIYIO, @ U3 OTKPHITHIX
IOBEpey CTapMHHOTO 3MaHUs JOHOCUJIOCH ITIeHHe MEeCTHOTO X0pa, peneTrupoBasiero «C
671aromoNyYHeIM MPUOBITHEM», KOTOPEIM OH OyIeT IPUBETCTBOBATh BEPEHUITY Kaper.

Bce 3T0 npupaBano nensaxy SpKUU U pafoCTHBINM BUL, YOUBUTEJIBHO KOHTPACTUPYIOIIUY C
MPaYyHOCTHIO ITOTOAK. MapraHHa caMa YyBCTBOBasa cebsi 60ee rpyCcTHOM, 4yeM 00BIYHO, XOTS K
IJIOXOMY HaCTPOEHUIO U IPUMEIINBAIOCh HeyAepKUMOe TI000NHTCTBO. CKOPO OHA TOXKe BHIUIET Ha
[OXKMb, YTOOBI TONBITATECS YBUAETH BOJIM3U Ty, KOTO OHA He MOTJIa He Ha3kIBaTh CONEPHUIEH, J04Ub
Bpara, KoTopas mocMejia IOXUTUTE ¥ Hee TI0OMMOr0 YeJ0BeKa TOJIbKO IOTOMY, YTO POAMUIIAch Ha
CTyTIeHbKax TPOHa.

Bompexu 06bIKHOBEHMIO ApKafuyc ObUT TakK XkKe MOoT4anuB, Kak 1 MapuanHa. O0JI0KOTUBIINCH Ha
OTIOJIMPOBAHHYIO IIOKOJIEHUSIMU [TI0CETUTEeJIeN TOJICTEHHYIO JOCKY CTOJIa, OH YTIyOUJICs B cO3epliaHue
1apa, UCXOIUBIIETr0 OT TEMHOTO BUHA B (hasiHCOBOU KPyXkKKe. Y Hero ObUI TaKOM OTCYTCTBYIOILIUM BUT,
yTo MapuaHHa He MOTJIa yepKaThCs, YTOOH He CIIPOCUTD, O UeM OH JyMaer.

— O BameM cerogHsAIIHEM CBUOAHWU, — CO B3MOXOM OTBETHUJI OH. — f HAX0XKYy ero elle Oojee
CTPAHHBIM C TeX I0pP, KaK MBI MPUOBIIYN CIOfA... HACTOJILKO CTPAHHBIM, YTO CIIpallBaio ceos,
OEeUCTBUTENIbHO JIM MMIIEPATOP Ha3HAYMJII er0 BaM?

— A k10 Xke apyrou? KTo MoxkeT OBITE KpOMe HEro?
— BuI 3HAeTe, 4TO MpeacTaBisgeT co6oi 3amMok JIsdomu?
BEPHYTHCS
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Lafolie (¢pp.) — 6e3ymue.

— Koneuwno, "et. d Hukorma 3gech He ObIBaIa.

— — A g OBIJI, HO TaK OaBHO, 9TO BC€e 3a0b11. X035UH TOCTHUHHUIEBI OCBEXKUJII MOIO IIaMATh, KOI'la A
cerlvac 3aKa3bIBaj 3TO MUTHE. 3aMOK Hﬂ(l)OJ'II/I, MO goporasi, MecCTo, 683YCJ'IOBHO, HHTEepPeCHOE, BEL
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MOZXKeTe YBUOEeTh €r0 OTCI0da... OJHAKO, MHE KaXKeTCd, CIMIIIKOM CypOBO€ OJIs M000BHOTO CBUIAHUS.

T'0BOpS 9TO, MOCTOMHEIN IBOPSTHUH yKa3ajl 3a OKHO Ha BO3BHILIABIIUNCS CPEOH 3aPOCIIeTo IeCOM
TJIaTO Ha ApyroM OGepery Bensi BenuuecTBEHHBIN aOpUC [0IyPa3pyIIeHHON CPETHEBEKOBON
KPEIOCTH. YKPHITHIE CePhIM IIAIOM [OXK/s, IIOYEPHEBIINE OT BpeMeHU CTEHHI SIBIISIIA CO00M
MpPavHOe 3pPeJuIle, KOTOPOe He MOTJIa CMITYHUTh HEXXHast 3eJIeHb OKPYXKAaIOIIUX UX JEPEBhEB.

OxBayeHHas! CTPaHHBIM IIPENYYBCTBUEM, MapuaHHa HaxMypuia GPOBH.

— OTa deopanbHas navyra? Y 3To TOT 3aMOK, KyZa s JOJI)KHA OTIPABUTHCS?
— ITOT U HUKAKOX Opyroi. YTo BH 00 9TOM AyMaeTe?

BmecTto oTBeTa MapraHnHa BCcTasa ¥ B3sjla JieXkaBIlre Ha CTOJIE IepYaTKH.

— Tam BrosiHe MOXKeT OBITh 3aMafHs BPOMe TOM, B KOTOPYIO S yXKe Ionafasa. [IpunoMHuTe
00CTOSITENLCTBA HAIllel ITepPBOM BCTPeYH, IOPOroi ApKaanyc... U JacKu, N3BeflaHHbIe B JTalax
®anmon — Koponesckoii JIunuu B KameHonoMHx [laito. MoeMTe, IpoOIly Bac, IpUBEOUTE JOLIaAEH.
M&I ceffyac e OTIPABUMCS OCMOTPETh 9TO TI0OOIEITHOE JTI000BHOE THE3IHIIIKO... KOHEeYHO,
JKeJaTeNIbHO, YTOOH! g omubanach...

Ho Ha camoM fienie oHa He 0CO0EHHO X0TejIa 3TOro, u60, KOrja mpoiiia PagoCTh IEPBEIX MUHYT, OHa
oT camoro [TapuXa Haxogunach B CTpaHHOM COCTOSIHUM fyXa. Ha mpoTsKeHuu Bcel mOpory, B
moboM ciydae mpubnuKaBiiel ee K BO3m00IeHHOMY, MapraHHa He Morjia ©30aBUThCS OT COMHEHUM
1 0eCIIOKOMCTBA, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a TOT0, YTO IIPECTIOBYTOE MUCHEMO OBLIO HANlMCAHO He «ero» pyKou u
MECTO CBUAHUS HAXOMUIIOCh MPSIMO Ha MyTH SpUreprorunu. IIpasaa, mocnegaee 06CTOATEIHCTBO
CTaJio U3BeCTHO, Korga B CyacCoHe OHa yCIIbllIana, YTO IPeAyCMOTPeHHas IPOTOKOJIOM BCTpeYa
MMIIEPATOPCKOM IMaphl COCTOUTCS ABaAlaTh BOCEMOTO B [ToHTapIIe, B KaKUX-HUOYOb ABYX C
110J1I0BUHOU ke 0T CyaccoHa 1o KoMmbeHCKOM Jopore U COBCEM HepasieKo oT bpeHna. [Ipowenmen
HOYbl0 ¥ HamoneoHa OBI0 JOCTAaTOYHO BPEMEHHU ITOATOTOBUTLCS K BCTPeYe C ee CBUTOM.

B maHHEBIE MOMEHT CaMa MBIC/Ib O JEeMCTBUY IIOMOTaja ei BEHOpPaThCS U3 6e3MHEl HEPEIIUTEIbHOCTH U
BOJIH TPEBOTH, B KOTOPHIX OHa IpebhiBajia BOT ykKe Hefeio. [Toka ApKafuyc IOIIes 3a J0MIagbMH,
OHa BBITAIlMJIa M3-3a Mosica Oaropa3yMHO 3axBaueHHBIN 13 [lapuka MKUCTOET. ITO ObLI ONUH U3
TeX, 4TO e nopmapuil caM HarmoseoH, 3Hasg ee yMeHUe BlafgeTh opyxkueM. OHa XJITafHOKPOBHO
npoBepuna 3apsn. Ecnu ®anmon — Koponesckas JIunus, meBanbe ne bpiocnap umu KTo-HuOygp u3
UX MPAYHBIX ITPUCIIEIITHUKOB XKIET ee 3a CTapeiMu cTeHamu JIsihomnu, 6ymeT 4eM IMOIPUBETCTBOBATE. ..

OHa x0Tena BRIUTH M3-3a CTO/Ia, CTOSBIIETO Ilepel] eMUHCTBEHHEIM B 3ajle OKHOM, KOTa Ha OpyTrou
CTOPOHE YJIUIIEI KOe-4TO MPUBIIEKIIO ee BHUMaHMe. bosbitas yepHas OepnuHa, 6e3 rep0OoB, HO
3amnpsKeHHas TPOMKOM CephIX KpacaBlleB, OCTAHOBUJIACH IIPOTHUB Ky3HUIIH. HarHyBIIKUCH PSIIOM C
3aKyTaHHLIM B OOJIBIIION 3eJI€HbIH IIall] Ky4epoM Hafl KOIIBITOM OJHOM U3 JoIlafel, Ky3Hell, 0e3
COMHEHHUSI, 0CMaTpuBan ocnabeBIIyio IOAKOBY. B 9ToM 3penuiile He OBIJI0 HUUEr0 HEOORIYHOTO,
OTHAKO OHO IIPOOYOUI0 MHTEPEC B MOJIOIOM XKeHIIuHe. Eif MoKa3amock, YTo Kyuyep 3HAKOM ei...

OHa momnkITanach pas3risieTb, KTO HAX0OUTCsI B OepiauHe, HO BUOHBI OBIIM TOJIBKO IBA HESICHBEIX,
ompefesieHHO MYXKCKUX CUIyd9Ta. BHe3amHO OHa BCKPUKHYJIA: OOUH U3 MyKUYWH Ha MTHOBEHUE
HATHYJICS K OKOIIKY, BUTHO, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETS, Tle Ky4ep, ¥ 3a CTEKJIOM OTUETIUBO IIPOMEJIbKHYII
6rmemHbBIN TPOdUIb IO YepPHOI TPEeYyTroyIKoM, HaCTOIbKO Bpe3aBIIniics B cepalie MapuaHHbI, YTO OHa,
HU CEeKYH[IHl He KoJie6JIsiCh, y3Hala ero.

HNwmnepatop!
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Ho 4dto0 oH menan B 3Toi OepiuHe? YKe HaNpaBisics Ha cBupaHue B JIssponu? Torga moyeMy oH
JK[aJl, IToKa [IOIpaBAT IIOAKOBY? JTO II0Ka3aJloCch MapraHHe TaKUM CTPAHHEIM, UTO €€ BHe3alHas
PagoCTh IIPU BUME €T0 MOMEHTAJIbHO yracia. Eif xopoio ObI7I0 BUAHO, KaK TaM, B KapeTe. Hamoneon
HaxMypuJl 6pOBU U HeTEPIIEIUBEIM KeCTOM ToTpeOoBas nocnemuTs. OH CIEIINT, 04eHb CIEINT... HO
Kyza?

Y MapuanHH He ObIJI0 BpEMEHU 3aJyMaThCs Hafl 3TUM BOIIpocoM. Ky3Hell 0ToIIes B CTOPOHY, Kydep
B300paJsics Ha CBOe CUIeHbe U XJIONMHYJ Ou4oM. Jlomaay ¢ MecTa B3sI7IU B rajioll, u 6epinHa
yMuasnack. B oguH MoMeHT MapuaHHa BHICKOUMIIa HapyKy X HOC K HOCY CTOJIKHYJIach C ApKafinycoM,
KOTOPBIH IIPUBEJI JIOLIaen.

He roBops HU cnoBa, MapuaHHa BCKOYHUa B CEOJI0, YAAPOM KylaKa HagBUHYIa K0 GpoBel LAy,
XOPOIIO yaepPKUBABIIYIO TYT'YI0 MacCy ee 3alJIeTEeHHBIX BOJIOC, 3aTeM, IIPHUIIIIOPUB JIOMIAb,
Opocunacs Bcieq 3a 6ep/IMHOM, ykKe ucye3aBiueil B GOHTaHAX BOML U IPSA3U. APKaAUyC MallliHAIEHO
TI0CJIeIOBasl 3a He, HO, C00Opa3uB, YTO OHU yHaJSIOTCS OT JIsgdonu, mpubaBul CKOPOCTH, YTOOH
IOTHATH MOJIOOYIO KEHITUHY.

— Ilocnywaurte!.. Kyga Mel Tak MYUMCS?

— 3a aTol KapeTou, — 6pocuna MapuaHHa, 60PSCh CO BCTPEYHLIM BETPOM. — f X04y y3HATh, Kyda
OHa efieT.

— 3ayem?
— Tam umnepartop.

2KonuBanb Kakoe-TO BpeMs IIepeBapuBal 3Ty HOBOCTb, 3aTeM, PE3K0 HAarHYBIIUCH, CXBATHUJI 3a IIOBOJ
nomaab MapuaHHE ¥ C YIUBUTEIBHON B TAKOM IIYTIJIOM TeJjie CUJION IIPUOCTAHOBUII OellleHbIH Talo.

— Bl couwtu ¢ yma? — ApoCTHO 3akpuyana MapuanHa. — YTo BaM B36PeJIO B TOJIOBY?

— Bam oueHb X0ueTcsI, 4TOOBI ero BEJIMUECTBO 3aMEeTHJI ITpecieqoBanue? OTo HETPYIHO 10 TaKou
npsiMol gopore. HampoTwuB, eciiu MBI ITOEAEeM II0 TPOIIMHKE, KOTOPYIO BE BUUTE CIIPaBa, Mbl CPEKEM
nopory no Kypcens, roe 6ygeM 3HaUUTENIbHO paHbllle KMIIepaTopa.

— A gT0 Takoe Kypcens?

— ITa ato cnenyromias nepeBHs. Ho, ecnu s He omm6a0Ch, UMIIEPATOP IPOCTO CIEIIUT HABCTPEUy
CBOEU HeBeCTe U He COOMPAETCS HUTHE 3aePKUBAThCS.

— But mymaete? O, ecnu OvI 51 OBIJIa YBEPEHA B 9TOM.

Moropast XKeHIIMHA BAPYT CUJIbHO T06IenHea. YKacHasi PEeBHOCTh MOCTIEAHUX JHEH, KOTopasi 6510
OTIIyCTHJIa ee, BHOBb BepHYJach, 6ojiee ropbkas u 6onee xkrydas. [lepen cTpafaomuM B3TJISO0M OH
TIIe4aJibHO YIIBIOHYJICS ¥ TOKavasl FOJI0BOM.

— Ho... Bl Xe yBepeHHl B 3ToM! BybTe 0TKpOBEHHEI ITepef] camoi co6oi, MapuaHHa. Bel 3HaeTe,
KyZla OH HaIllpaBJIIeTCs, U Bbl XOTUTE YBUMETD... YBULETD IIPEKE BCETO «€e», a 3aTeM IoHa0/I0aTh,
KaK e IIPOUAeT [IePBOe CBUAAHUE.

MapuanHa cxana 3y0sl ¥ OTBEPHYJIACh, HAIPABIISAS JIOMIaAb K Y3KOU TPOIUHKe. JIUIo ee cTano
3aMKHYTHIM, HO OHa TPH3HAJIACh:
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— [lla, BHI IIPAaBEl, HO HUKTO 1 HUYTO HE ITIOMEIIAaE€T MHE COEJIaTh 3TO.

— 4 v He coMHeBaloch. MinTe, pa3 yK BaM X04eTCs, HO Bl He IIpaBhl. B mi060oM ciydae B OyneTe
CTpafaTh, IpAYEeM COBEpPIIeHHO Oecroe3Ho!

CHoBa B rasor, He oOpalijasi BHUMaHKS Ha Ips3b ¥ YOBOUBIIKM CBOIO CHJTy J0XKAb, 00a BCaflHUKaA
IIOMYaJIiCh 110 TPOIIMHKE.

OHa npoxopauia MO4YTH PSAAOM ¢ BeneM, HeCIIM CBOU T'PSA3HO-CEPHIe, B30YXIIKe OT IIPOJIUBHEIX
HmoXKnaeu Bomgel Mexkmy O6e3mogubiMu Oeperamu. C KazKIoyd MUHYTOM IOTOfla Aeflanach Bce xyxe. Eie
HeJaBHO MeJIKWi, Tenepb OOXK/b JIUJI KaK U3 Bepa C HaBOISIIEero TOCKY IPOIsIpsiBiIeHHOro Heba. Ho
Iopora Haf PeKoi oKa3anach NeNCTBUTEILHO KOPOYe, ¥ BCKOPE IMOKa3aItCh IIePBhIE TOMUKHI
Kypcens.

Korga MapuanHa 1 ApKaguyc BeIOpanuch Ha OOPOTY, OHU 3aMEeTHIIH TPUOIUKAIOIYIoCcs OepiiuHy,
HeCyIIyiocs ¢ 60IbIION CKOPOCTHIO, B3IbIMast KOJIecaMy HaCTOSIIeE BOIHE, — [lolijeMTe, — CKa3all
Apkapnyc, — 3[ech HEIb3sT OCTABATHCS, €CJIM HEe XOTUTE, YTOOH BAC 3aMETHUIIH.

OH momnsITancs yBiedb ee Nof 3allUTy HaXOOUBIIEHCS COBCEM PSAOM HeOOJIbIION IePKBY, HO
MapuanHa compoTuinsiack. OHa BO BCe TJla3a CMOTPEJIa Ha MUYaBIIYIOCS KapeTy, OXBaueHHast
CTPaACTHBIM JXeJlaHUEM OCTAThCS 3[ECH, TIOKA3aThCS eMY, TOMMAThL B3TJISA[ BIaCTENIMHA, YTOOR
IIPOYECTh B HEM... COOCTBEHHO, 4T0? HO ¥ Hee yxke He OLIZI0O BpEMEHU NTpeaBaThCS PA3MbILIITIEHUSM.

B03M0xkHO, 13-3a M10X0 ITOAKOBAHHOM JIOIIAAN ﬁepHI/IHa Ha IIOJTHOM X0y OTKJIOHHJIACh B CTOPOHY U
3afejia IepegHuM JIEBEIM KOJIECOM CTYIIEHHU IMPHUOO0POKHOTO PACIATHSA Y BbE€3a B KprGJ'Ib. Koneco
OTJIETEJIO, U’ MapHaHHa HEBOJIbHO BCKPHUKHYJId, HO MaCTE€PCTBO Ky4Yepa Caeaiao 6YKB8.J'I]:HO qyno.

Pe3ko cBepHYB, 0H yHepzXKas JIoLafel U OCTaHOBUII KaperTy.

IIBOe MYKYMH TOTYAC BEICKOYUIIN U3 HEE: OOUH BEICOKUM, B HEOOBIYHOM, 0COOEHHO IJIsT TAKOU
TIOTOJIEl, TOJIOBHOM YO0pe, OPYrof — CIMIIKOM 3HAKOMBIN, 1 00a — B BEICIIEH CTEIIeHU Pa303JIEHHEIE.
MapuranHa yBuzena, Kak BLICOKHI ITOKa3asl Ha IIePKOBb U OHU 00ekKasy Moy LOKOEM.

— WUpewm, uneMm, — Toponun Apkaguyc, cCxBaTUB MapuaHHY 3a PyKy, — UHa4e Bl OKaXKeTeCh HOC K
HOCY C HUM.

O4YeBUOHO, OHU XOTST YKDEITBECA 30€CH, ITOKa Ky4Yep OTHINET KapEeTHHUKA.

Ha aToT pa3 oHa yctynumna. 2KonuBaib CTPEMUTENIBHO YBeJl ee 3a 1[ePKOBb, YTOOB He ObITH Ha BULY.
3mech pocyio HeCKOJBbKO AepeBbeB. Jlomans NpuBsA3any K OfHOMY 13 HUX. Pa3 yxk ummnepaTop
OCTAHOBWJICS 3[€Ch, CITYyTHUK MapruaHHbI IPEKPACHO ITIOHUMAJI, UTO O JaJIbHEHNIIEeM IIyTH He MOXKET
ObITh ¥ peun. K ToMy ke MoJiofias XKeHIIHa 00HapyKuja y3Kyio 60KOBYIO IBEPb.

— BoiineM B 11epKOBb, — MPEOJIOXKHUIA OHa. — MBI CMOXKEM BUOETH U CJIBIIIATL, OCTABASICh
HEBUOUMEIMH,

OHU IPOHUKIYU B HEOOJIBIIION IPUMEI, THe ChIPOM, XOJIOMHBIN BO3YX C CUIBHEIM 3allaxoM IIJIeCEeHU
CBMHIIOBOM TSIKECThIO JIeT Ha MX IIPOMOKIIKE TIJIeYH.

— Ila MBI 37eCh MTOAXBATUM CMEPTEIIbHYI0 TpocTyay! — nmpobypyan 2KonuBasb, Ha 4To MapuaHHa He
CcoYjia Hy>KHBIM OTBETHUTb.

B nmoMemienuu mjapuia nonytbMa. LlepkoBb OKa3asach 3amnyileHHoi. MHOTHe pa30uThe CTeKIa
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3aMeHssIa IpoMaciieHHas OyMmara. B yriy nexarna rpyna 0010MKOB pa30UTHIX CTaTyH, BO3Jle Hee [Be
— TPU COMHUTEJILHEIE CKaMeWKy, Kadenpa [Jis IPOIoBefe, U BCe 3TO OBIJIO T'YCTO 3aTSAHYTO
nayTuHoi. Ho Gornblas moayoTKPEITas IBeph lepell aMBOHOM II03BOJISANIa BUETh, YTO IPOUCXONUT B
caMoM XpaMe, KyZla UMeHHO CIIELTHO IPUOLIIM UMIIEPATOP U €T0 CIIYTHUK. [IDOH3UTENbHEIH,
HETEePIeIUBLIY U TaKOU 3HAKOMEIH I'0JIOC HapYyLIXJI TUILKMHY 3aa:

— M= nopgoxkaeM 31ech. Thl fyMaelllb, OHY ellle Janeko?

— OrnpepneneHHo, HET, — OTBETHUJI APYIOM, BEICOKUM, UHTEPECHO OEThIN AeTUHA-C TEMHBIMU
3aBUTHIMU BOJIOCAMHM, KOTOPBIM CTApasCs YKPHITh MIOA IIal[0OM I'POMagHyI0 TPEYTOJIKY C IbIIIHBIM
CyJITaHOM U3 NepheB. — Ho 3aueM XKOaTh 3[eCh, IO ITUMU MPAUYHBIMU CBOIaMH, T'ie BHOOaBOK K
MO0, IPOMOYHKBIIEMY HAC CHAPyXK¥, MBI ITOJIy4uM 0J1arocyioBeHNe OT OLIPSIBOM Kphilid. Pa3se
HeJb3s HaWTH yOexkuile Ha OOHOM U3 3TuX hepm?

— IIpe6riBanue B Hearmose He mormnio Te0e Ha mojs3y, MopaT, — HMOLIYyTHII UMIIEPATOP. — THl yXe
OOUIITECST HECKOJIBKUX Kallellh BOMBI?

— 4 6otoch He 3a cebs, a 3a MOY KOCTIOM. OTH IIepbS COBCEM IIOTEPSIOT BUA, U 5 OyOy UMETh 4eCTh
IIPUBETCTBOBATh UMIIEPATPHUIy IIOX0KUM Ha OLIUIIaHHYIO KypHUILy.

— Ecnu OBl THI 0J1€BAJICS MIPOIIE, 3TOTO HE CIIYYHIIOCH OHI.
Bepu mpumMep ¢ MeHs!

— O, cup, BH — 4 BCerfa BaM 3TO F'OBOPIJI — Bhl OfIeBa€TECh CIIUIIKOM IIPOCTOHAPOTHO, ¥ HETOXKEe
IIPEeCTaTh IIePeN aBCTPUMCKOM IpUTrepIOruHEN B OeTHUY OypKya.

OSTa HeoOBIYHAS OUCKYyCcCcHs 00 ofiexke 1M03BOJKMIa MapuaHHe IIOJTHOCTHIO 00PeCTH KOHTPOJIbL Haf,
coboii. Ceppaue nepecTano 6€3yMHO OUTHCS, ¥ €6 PEBHOCTh IIPUTJIYIINIIO YUCTO KEHCKOE
mobonbeITCTBO. MTak, mepen Helt 3HaMEHUTHIN MiopaT, 35Th UMIIepaTopa U HealoIUTaHCKUM KOPOJIb?
HecMoTps Ha BeTMKOJEHBIN CUHUN C 30JI0TOM KOCTIOM, BUTHEBIIUMCS U3-T107 OOIBIIOT0 YEPHOTO
TI7Ialla, ¥ BEICOKUY POCT, OHA HaIllJla, YTO JIUIIO €T0, CIUIITKOM BHI3LIBAIOIIEE, BRITIISOENO, OOHAKO,
3aypsgHbIM. MoXKeT OBITh, OH CaMblif BEJTUKUIM KaBaJlepUCT UMIIEPUH, HO B TAKOM CITydae eMy
HUKOTZa He CJIefyeT IoKa3hiBaThcs 0e3 cBoew yomanr. OfUH OH BHITTIAAEN KaK-TO
HEYKOMIIJIEKTOBaHHO. Mexkny TeM HamoneoH 00bsCHUT:

— 4 xouy chenaTh CIOPIPU3 3PLUTEPIOTHHeE, S yKe roBopui Tebe 06 3TOM, 1 IT0Ka3aThCs eii 0e3
BCSIKOM TIBIIIHOCTH, TaK e, KaK 5 X049y YBUIEThb U €€ B IPOCTOM [IOPOKHOM KOCTIOME.

ME&I BHIMIEM HA JOPOTY, KOTMIa IOKaXKeTCsT KOPTEXK.

TsKenbIi B3N0X, TAaKOW CHJIbHBIM, UTO €ro yCiblllajga MapraHHa, ToKa3aJll, YTo fyMaeT Miopat 06
3TOM IIPOEKTe, 3aTeM OH ITOKOPHO J00aBHUII:

— ITomoxpeMm?..

— ITonuo! He menait Takyio muny! Bce 910 HeBeposiTHO poMaHTH4YHO! W s HamoMHIo Tebe, 4TO TBOS
JKeHa papoM ¢ Mapueii-Jlyu3sou! Pa3Be T He paf cHOBa yBUOeTh Kaponuny?

— Pasymeertcs! Ho MBI yKe CITHIIKOM HaBHO KeHATHI, YTOOB HEOXKHUIaHHAsS BCTpedya MOTJIa Tak
obOpagoBaTk. Y K TOMy XKe...

— 3amonuu! T HUYETro He CIIBIIINIID?
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Bce HaxomguBIIHEeCs B 1IePKBU: U HaOMOgaTeny, ¥ Ha0mogaeMble — HAMPSTIN CIyX. [lefCTBUTEIBHO,
u3najaeKa JOHOCHUIICS CBOe0Opa3HBIN IITyM, ITOXO0XKHUHN Ha MPUOIHKAIOIIYIOCS Bce Onuxke u OImKe

rpo3y.

— B camoM pene, — ¢ SBHBIM 00jieryeHueM cKa3ajn MiopaT. — OTO YK HaBepHsIKa KapeThl!
Bopouewm...

W HeamoNMUTaHCKWI KOPOJIb MyXKECTBEHHO IIOKMHYJ YKPHITHE, J0OPasICs OO MOPOTH, 3aTeM mobexal
o0paTHO, KpHya:

— Bon mepBrie rycaper ackopTa! Barra cynpyra npuOsiBaeT, cup!

B cnepytomuit MoMeHT HamnoneoH IpuCcOefUHUICS K HeMY, TOTHa Kak BJIeKOMasi HeIIPeOI0INMbEIM
m000nBITCTBOM MapraHHa ITOfIoIIa K ABepsiM 1epkBu. He OBIT0O HU Mase#Iero pucka, 4to ee
3aMeTAT. Bce BHUMaHue UMIIEpaTopa MPUKOBAJIOCH K MPeIeCTBYeMON CUHE-PO30BO-TOIYORIMHU
BCaIHUKaMU BepeHuIle KapeT, IPUOJIHKaBIIENCS XOPOIINM aJlTloPpOM, X 9TO PaHUII0 MapuaHHY B
camoe cepate. Teneps e CTajo SICHO, C KAKKUM IIBIJIOM OH OXKHUIAJ Ty, OT KOTOPOU Hafesics
IIOJIyYUTh HACJlefHUKa, 3Ty 0o4b ['abcOypros ¢ TpaguIIMOHHO HEOOXOOUMOM KOPOJIEBCKOM KPOBBIO.
Crapasich YHATH IPOH3UBIIYIO ee 00JIb, OHA BCIIOMHMJIa €r0 Pa3BsI3HEIE CI0Ba: « KEeHI0Ch Ha
Oproxe...» Kakas Hacmemnka! Bce B moBefeHuY ee BO3/I00JIEHHOT0 — pa3Be He TOBOPUIIH, YTO OH
rOTOB HAY4YUTHCS TaHIIEBATh Paiul CBOEW HEBECTH], — IIPOCTO KPUYaio O HETEPIIEHUHU, C KAKUM OH
JK[asl BCTpeuu ¢ Oyaylel xeHoi, 0c06eHHO 9Ta POMaHTHYeCcKas 3CKallafia B KOMIIQHUY C €T0 35TEM.
Y Hero He XBaTHUJIO BHEPXKKM IOTEPIETD A0 CIEAYIOUIETo AHS, A0 OPUIMaIbHON BCTPEUH,
Ha3Ha4yeHHOU B [loHTapIIe.

Tenepr HamoseoH BuIIIEN Ha CepeqUHY AOPOTH, U CUHUE T'ycaphl OCTaHaB/IMBaIM JIOLIafle! Iepex
3TOM 3HAKOMOU Qurypou ¢ Bosrnacamu: «MmMmmnepaTtop! UMnepaTop 3meck!» Ycinbimias 3To,
HeMe[JIeHHO osgBuicd Ir-H fe Cercens, Kameprep. Ho Hamoseon He X0Tesl HUKOTO HU BULETh, HU
cneimath. He obpaiast BHUMaHUS Ha YCUIMBABIIMICS T0XKIb, OH, KaK IOHOIIIA, moabexka K
3aMnpsKeHHOM BOChMEPKOH Joliafel 00JbIIoi KapeTe U OTKPHUI IBEPITY, He 0XKHKOast, IT0Ka 3TO
cOenaroT Oy Hero. MapuaHHa yBUfesa, YTO BHYTPU HAXOOATCSA OBe XKeHIUHbL. OgHa U3 HUX
BCKPUKHYJIA ¥ CKJIOHUIACh B TIIyOOKOM ITOKJIOHE.

— Ero BesnyecTBO MMIIEpaTop!

Ho HamoneoH, 310 OBUIO SICHO, BUETI TOJIBKO €€ CIIYyTHUILY: KPYIIHYI0 PO30BOIIEKYI0 OJIOHANHKY C
KPYTJIBIMU TOTyOBRIME T'JIa3aM¥ HaBHIKATE, Y KOTOPOU GBI TOBOJILHO MCITyTaHHEIH BuA. Ee rpy6o
BEIpE3aHHbIE TYObl B3AParuBaiy, XOTs OHa U IBITanach ynbidaTtbcs. Ha Hel Obl 3e/e bl OapXaTHbIH
TJIalll ¥ y2KacHas IJIAla C IyYKOM Pa3HOLBETHHIX IIEPhEB IIOMyTasi, IOX0XKUM Ha METEJIKY.

Haxopsick B HECKOJIBKHUX IIIarax OT SPIUTrepIoruHu, MapruaHHa MMoXKUpasa ee rila3aMu, UCIIBIThIBAS
JKEeCTOKYIO PafoCTh, 0OHAPYKUB, YTO €C/IK OHA ¥ He 6e300pa3Ha, TO 110 KpaliHel Mepe HUYEeM He
oTn4aeTcs oT Apyrux. Koneuno, y Mapuu-JIyussl OblI CBEKUH IIBET JIKIA, HO ToTy0bIe Tla3a —
HEBHIPA3UTENIbHE, @ B 3HaMEeHUTOU rabcOyprckoy rybe mof AIMHHOBATHIM HOCOM — HUYEro
IIpUBJIEKaTEeIbHOT0. A Kak yooro oHa ofeTa!

W 3aTeM, A I0HOU AEeBUIB OHA JEUCTBUTENBHO OblIa CIUIIKOM IIyXJIOH. JIeT yepes mecsTh OHa
IIPEBPATUTCA B TOJICTYXY, 00 yKe ceiidac B HeX OILIyIanach TSXKeJI0BECHOCTE.

Moropas XKeHIIMHA C HeTepIeHreM XKana peakuuio HamoneoHa, KOTOPHIH, CTOSI B BOJE, CO3€epIial
CBOIO CYIpyTy. Be3yclioBHO, OH UCIIBITEIBAJ Pa309apoBaHue, Ceiyac OH IIOIPUBETCTBYET ee COTTIaCHO
IIPOTOKOITy, TIOLIETTyeT PYKY ¥ BEPHETCS HAaKOHEIl B CBOI0 OTPEMOHTUPOBaHHYI0 KapeTy... Ho HeT!..
Ero pamoCTHBII T0JI0C BO3BECTHUIT:
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— Cynapsiss, 1 6eCKOHEYHO CYaCT/IUB YBUAETD Bac!

[Tocrne gero, He oOpalljasd BHUMaHUS Ha JIETAIMe, KaK 0T MOKPOTO IIyAess, OPLI3TH, OH BCKOYHUJII Ha
ITOMHOXKKY, OOHSIJI MBIIITHYI0 OJIOHOUHKY M OCHITIa/ €€ TOIEeTysIMH, BbI3BaB KPUBYIO VIIBIOKY V IPYTOH
[aMbl, Cpa3y XkKe He IIOHpaBUBIIeica MapruadiHe MUIOBUOHOX KEHIIKWHEBI, TOBOJIHO IIOJTHOM, C
BEJIMKOBATOM I'OJIOBOM U KOPOTKOU IlIeel, Yel SI3BUTEJIbHBIY B3TJIA[ IPOTUBOPEYUJI BEIPaKEHUIO
IIPOCTOAYIINS Ha ee JIUIIE.

Be3 comHeHus1, 370 Oblyla 3HaMeHuTast KaponuHa Miopat, cectpa HamoseoHa u 0gHa U3 CaMBIX
37100HBIX CKJIOUHMI] pexkrMa. CIyTHUK UMIlepaTopa OOHSJI ee, TI0CJIe TOTro, BIIPOYeM, Kak
IIPUJIOKUIICS K PyKe 9PUTepLOTHHY, U TYT XKe PETUPOBAJICS B KapeTy 6e3 rep6oB, Torga Kak
cusomui HarnomeoH pacrionoXkKusicsa HallpOTUB KEHIIUH U KPUKHYJI CTOSIBIIIEMY HaBBITSIXKKY OKOJIO
KapeTsl KaMeprepy:

— A Teneps kuB0 B Komnnen! M 6e3 0cTaHOBOK!

— Ho, cup, — 3anporecTtoBana Koposesa Heanons, — Hac xKayT B CyacCcoHe, Te UMEHUTHIE
rpaxpgaHe MIPUTOTOBUIIMA BCTPEUY, VKUH...

— Ouu noepsaT cBol yxkuH 6e3 Hac! 4 Kejai, 4TOOH MagaM yxKe cerogHs BeuepoM Onina y ceOsi! B
Iy Th!

[MTonyuyuB Takyiwo oTnoBenb, KaponuHa mpukycusa ry0y ¥ YKpeIach B CBOEM YTy, a KapeTa
TPOHYJach. [ToHEIMYU C71e3 TNTa3aMu MapuaHHa ellle ycresa 3aMeTUTh BOCXUIIEHHYIO VIRIOKY, C
KOTOpOit Hamoneon cMOTpes Ha CBOIO HeBeCcTy. Pa3manack pe3kasi KOMaH[Ia, U BCJIE] 3a 3CKOPTOM
BOCEMbBIECST TPU KapeTH KOpTexkKa MpociefloBaly OfHA 3a APYToi MUMO IiepKBU. ONepuIncs m1e4oM
0 CHIPOI KaMeHb TOTUYECKOro cBofa, MapuaHHa CMOTpeJia Ha IIPOe3KaBIllyl0 BePeHUIy, HO HU4ero
He BUfeJa, IOTPY3UBIIKCH B TaKyo 00Je3HEHHYI0 IPOCTPALIXI0, YTO ApKaguyCy NPUIUIOCH JIETOHBKO
BCTPSIXHYTH €€, YTOOHI IPUBECTH B CeO4.

— Yro OyzmeM Temeps feflaTh? — CIPOCUI OH. — CliegyeT BEePHYThCS B TOCTUHHUILY. BBl IPOMOKIIH... a
U 5T TOXKeE.

Ho MOJIOOad KE€HIWHA OKUHYJId €0 JUKWUM B3TJISAO0M.

— Mt=I noepieM B KoMiibeH, MBI TOXKe. — — OpgHAKO... 71 4ero? — yausuncs 2Konubanb. — f 6010Ch,
YTO BHI 3ayMaJii Kakoe-HUOynb Oe3paccyncTBo. [lancs BaM 3TOT KOPTex!..

— 4 xouy exaTs B KoMIibeH, rOBOPIO BaM, — HacTauBasa Mojofas XXKeHIIMHA, Tonas Horou. — M He
CIIpallliBaiTe MEHS 3a4eM, 5 U caMa He 3Hal. EMUHCTBEHHOeE, YTO g 3HAl0, — 3TO YTO MHE
HeoOXOOUMO TyMa eXaTh.

Ona Tak nmobrnenHena, 4To ApKaJII/IYC HAXMypPHII 6pOBI/I. COBHO XKH3HB MTOJIHOCTHIO IIOKKHYJIa €ee,
OCTaBUB 6e3y‘{aCTHOG TeJIo.

CoBceM THXO, ITHITAsICh U30aBUThL €€ OT NeHeHsIIel, Tapanu3yollei 0011, OH HAallOMHUI:
— A... KaK e C CerogHsIIIHUM CBUIaHUEM?

— OHo He uHTEpecyeT MeHs 60Jbllle, pa3 3TO He OH Ha3HAuYuIl ero. Brl cibimanu? OH HallpaBUJICS B
KomnreH. Ho He aist Toro ke, 4To0B BepHYThCA ciofa. CKObKO oTciofa 1o KommbeHa?

— OKO0JI0 IATHAAIATH Jibe!
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— Bor Bugute! Teneps B censio u noeneM Kpatdanmum nyteMm! 9 xouy ObiTh B KoMIIbeHE paHbIIIEe UX.

OHa yxe 0OexXalla K IepeBbsiM, The Obly TpuBsi3aHkl nomany. Crenys 3a Hel, ApKafinyc elre
IBITAJICST 00Pa3yMUTh MOJIOAYIO XKEHITUHY:

— He 6e3ymcTByliTe, MapuaHHa. BepHeMcs B BpeH, u npefocTaBbTe MHE CXOOUTh IOCMOTPETD, KTO
Bac OyOeT XKOaTh 3TOM HOYLIO.

— JTO MeHd He UHTepecyeT, ToBopio BaM! Korpa e BHI II0MIMETe, YTO BO BCEM MUPE TOJIBKO OGHO
CYyIIEeCTBO UMeeT [JIsi MeHs 3HaueHue? K ToMy ke 3Ta BCTpeda MOXKET OBITh TOJIBKO 3amnagHer!
Temneps 51 yBepeHa B 3ToM... Ho g He 00513bIBalo Bac ClefoBaTh 3a MHOM! — Gpocuiia OHa XKeCTOKO. —
4 mpexpacHO CMOTy exaTh OfHa.

— He rosopurte rioynoctu! — noxas Ijie4amMu, 3aMeTus Apkaguyc.

YyTb IPUTHYBIIKCH, OH IIPOTSIHYJ MOJIOJOM KEHINKMHE CKPEIeHHEIe PYKH, YTOOBI OHa OTlepiiach
HOCKOM U CeJla B CefJIo.

OH He KOPHUJ ee 3a YePHYIO MeJIaHX0JIKI0, 100 TOHUMAJI, KaK TSKeJTHl i Hee 3TU MUHYTHL. [IpocTo
eMy 601bHO OBITIO BUIETh, KaK OHA HaOuBaeT ce0e IMIIKYU IIPU BCTpeUue C Hen36eKHOCTHIO, C KOTOPOH
He B cuyiaXx 60POThCST HU OHA, HU KTO-THO0 APYTOH.

— Epewm, Ppa3 BEI CHHUTAaeTe 3TO HeoOXoOuMBIM! — CKa3aj OH TOJIBKO, CasiCh, B CBOIO o4yepenn, B censio.

Huyero He oTBeTUB, MapuaHHa cxkaja Kabnykamu 60ka cBoe normany. 2KHBOTHOE ITOMYaoch
OellleHEIM aJIJIIOPOM 10 UAYIIEeH Hafd Bomoit mopore. Kypcesns, roe TOIbKO HECKOIBKO (hHU3MOHOMMUM
BBICYHYJIOCH Ha IIIYM, BHOBB IIOTPY3UJICS B TUIIKMHY 3a0pOIIeHHOCTH. 37I0I0/TyYHas 6epinHa,
cHabxkKeHHas HOBBIM KOJIECOM, TOXKe McYe3ia.

HecMoTps Ha nony4uBIIyIOCS 3aepXKy, MapuanHa U ApKaguyc ocIenu K Bele3ny u3 CyaccoHa
KaK pa3 BOBpeMsI, YTOOB yBUIETh IPOe3XKaBIIyl0 UMIIEPAaTOPCKYI0 KapeTy, 6e3 0CTaHOBKU
IIPOMYABIIYIOCS MUMO U3YMJIEHHLIX U, B U3BECTHOM CTEIeHU, BO3MYIIEHHAIX CylpedeKTa
MYHUIIUANIAJIBHOTO COBETa Y BOEHHBIX BJIaCTEM, KOTOPHIE KA/ HECKOJIPKO YacCoB II0f JOXIEeM panu
€IVHCTBEHHOI'0 YAOBOJILCTBUS YBUIETh CBOET0 UMIIePATOPa, IPOCKOIB3HYBIIEr0 Y HUX IO HOCOM.

— Ho mouyemy Bce-Taku OH TaK CIEUIUT? — IIPOILeAnia CKBO3b 3yOb MapruaHHa. — YTO BEIHYKOaeT
ero ObITh B Kommrene?

Hecnoco6Hast maTh IpreMJIeMBIN OTBET Ha 9TOT BOIIPOC, OHA XOTeJIa, II0CJIe TOr0 KaK Ha IOYTOBOM
CTaHIIMY 3aMEeHUJIU JIOLIafiel, IBUraThCA Jajiblile, KOTa yBUesa, YTO UMIIepaTopCKas KapeTa
BHE3allHO 0CTaHOBUJIACh. [IBeplia pacnaxHynace, ¥ Koponesa Heamnosst, — MapuaHHa y3Hasa ee 110
yKpallaBIIKXM IIJIalll CTPayCOBHIM IIePhIM, — CIPHITHYJIA Ha fopory. C BO3MyIeHHEM Ha JIALEe OHa
PeLInTEeNbHBIM IIarOM HallpaBUJIach K Cliefyiomlei Kapete. [log0exaBuinii KaMeprep OTKUHYII
CTyIIeHbKY, U KaponuHa MiopaT ¢ BUAOM KOPOJIEBE B U3THAHUM yCenach BHYTPH, a KOPTEXK
BO300HOBUJI OBUKEHUE.

MapuanHa oOpaTtuia K ApKaguycy BOIIPOIIAOIINe Ia3a.
— YT0 9TO MOXKET 3HAUUTE?

He oTBeuast Ha ee BOIpoC, ApKaguyc, YTOOH KaK-TO CKPBEITh CMYIIIEHUE, HaTHYJICS U CAEeJIall BU/, YTO
TIOTIPABJISIET MOAIIPYTY.
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— Jla HabepuTeCh XKe MyKeCTBa CKa3aThb MHE IIpaBAy, Apkaauyc. Bel fymMaeTe, OH XOTEJI OCTAaThCs
OIMH C 9TOM XKEeHIINHOH?

— BoamoxHO, — 6J'Ial"OpaSy'MHO COTJIaCHuIICA ApKaJII/IYC. — Ecnu TONMBKO 3TO HE OOUH U3 KaIIpu30B
KOPOJIEBEL Heamnomns, KOTOPEIMH OHA TadK IIPOCJIaBUJIACE.

— B mpucyrtctBuu ummepaTopa? Hukorga He moBepio. B, ranom, Mo ApyT, S X04y BUOETh, KaK OHU
OyIyT BHIXOOUTH U3 KAPETHL.

U GemeHasi CKaukKa CKBO3b JieJsaHbIe IIOTOKW BOOEI, T'PSA36, 6LI-OHJ;I/IG II0 JINIY o0OBHCIIIE BETBU
AdEePEeBBEB IIPOMOOJIZKalacCh.

Bresxkas 3aTeMHO B KoMIbeH, n3HEMOXKEHHas ¥ OKOUYEHEeBIIIast OT X0Jiofa MapuaHHa ApoxKala Tak,
yTo 3y0 Ha 3y0 He IOmagas, HO JepxXasach B cemye Onmarogaps OrpOMHOM CHII. BOIH. Bce Temo
0oJ1eJ10, CJIOBHO ee ucxyiectany Oudamu. Ho HM 3a YTO Ha CBeTe OHA He IMPU3Haiach OBl B 3TOM!..

BBIUTPHIIT BO BpeMEHHU, KOTOPHIM OHM IIONTyYMIM Hal KOPTeXKEeM, 0Ka3asiCs HUYTOXKHBIM, TaK KakK Ha
BCeM 6ECKOHEUHOM ITyTH, KPOME OTHAEIbHBEIX y4aCTKOB I'YCTOTO JIeca, TPOMBIXaHNE BOCEMHULECSITH
TPeX KapeT 04T 6eCIpephIBHO AOJIETAN0 [0 yilIel MOJIOOM XKeHIIUHEIL.

Teneps, Tpoe3xkKast 1Mo UTIOMUHUPOBAHHLIM YIUIaM, YKpalleHHBIM (jlaraMu OT CTOYHBIX KaHaB [0
KOHBKOB Kphilll, MapuaHHa 6eCIIOMOIIIHO MOprasia, KaK HouHas IITUIla, BHe3anHo OpolleHHas Ha
cBeT. [Toxnap mepecTan. I'opon o6eTena BECTh, YTO UMIIEPATOP CETOMHS BEYEPOM IIPHUBE3ET CBOIO
HEBECTY, 03KMIABIIYIOCS TOIBKO 3aBTPa. [109TOMy, HECMOTPS Ha IO3[HEee BpeMsi, MHOT'O XXKUTeJen
HAXOOHUJIOCh Ha YIIUIAX ¥ B PA3IMYHBIX 3aBeeHUIX. ' poMamHast Tomna yxke Oypiuia y peleTok
6ombiioro 6e70ro 3aMKa. A OH CHSJT B HOYHM, KaK TUTAaHTCKas KOJIOHUS CBETJISTYKOB. Bo iBope
MapIIupoBas IOJIK I'PeHaflepOB I'BapAuH, TOTOBSICH K BEIXOMIY, YTOOBI OCYIIECTBUTH CITyKO0Y IOpPSIOKa.
Yepe3 HECKOJIPKO MUHYT POCJIBEIE COJIATEl B KOCMATHIX IIallkaxX, 00pa3ys MIPoXofl, PacCeKyT TOJILY,
KaK MOTYYMH TapaH, KOTOPOMY HUKTO HE CMOKEeT BOCIIPEIsITCTBOBAaTh. MapruaHHa MallliHAIbHO
CTPSIXHYJIa BOAY, KAIABIIYIO C IOJIeH ee ILJISIIHL.

— Korpga conpmaTs! BEIEIYT, — CKa3ajia OHa, — MBI OPOCHMCS BIiepeq, YTOOBI TPOCKOYUTD Yepe3
npocBeT. 1 xouy mobpaThCs A0 PeleTKy.

— 910 uncroe 6e3ymue, MapranHa! Hac pa3maBaT, pacTonyyT. TU JIIOOU U He TOAYMAalOT YCTYIIUTh
BaM MEeCTO.

— Onn OaXe He 3aMeTAT 3TOT 0. HOIZI[PITG IIPUBSAXKUTE Homaneﬁ u HpI/ICOGJII/IHﬂI;ITer Ko MHe. Hamo
CIIEIIINTE.

IelcTBUTENBHO, KOTHa ApKaguyc 6eroM II0BeI JIoIIafied K BOPOTaM OOJIBINON, SPKO OCBEIIEHHON
Xap4yeBHHU, BCe KOJIOKOJIa TOPOia Havalu mepe3BoH. [[onKHO ObITh, KOPTEXK Bbexall B KoMmIbeH.
OpmHOBpPEMEHHO I'POMOBOM ITPUBETCTBEHHEBIN BO3TJIac B3j1eTel K HeOy. BopoTa 3aMKa OTBOPHUIIHCH,
IIPOIyCKas MOIIHYIO KOJIOHHY I'pPeHafiePOB C PYKbIMHU HallepeBecC, KOTOPHIE LK BIepes CTPOTUM
CTPOEM, pacceKkas TOJNIY 1 00pa3ys ABOWHYIO Ianepy s npoe3fa KapeT. MapuatHa 6pocunach
BIIEpE...

2Konmusasnb 3a Hel. VCII0Ib3ys OTCTYIIEHKE TOJIIIH, el YOanoch, TPOCKONIb3HYB 3a CIMHAMU
TrPeHagepoB, MpoOdpaThCs [0 PElIeTKN 3aMKa. Pa3gaBasnuch, IpaBaa, BO3MYIIEeHHbIE BO3TIACH, U
naxke TyMaK¥ IIOCHIAIACh Ha HEMCTOBOTO I0HOIIY, OCMEJIUBIIET0CS TPETEHA0BATh Ha IIEPBOE MECTO,
HO OHa He olllymlana Hu4ero. K ToMy XkKe mepBrle Tycaphl yparaHoM BIETEJIX Ha IJIOIIaAb, Ha IOJTHOM
X0y OCaxkKuBas MOKPHITHIX ITIEHOM JIOIIafieH.
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Tonma B 0OKH TOJI0C B3peBena:
— Jla 3gpaBCTBYeT uMIiepaTop!..

MapuaHHa B3o0pajiach Ha HU3KUU (QyHIaMEHT I1030JI0Y€HHON PEIIeTKH, YXBATUBIIKACH 3a MOKPOe
Kene30. Mexny HeW ¥ OOJIBIIINM KPBUIbIIOM, HA KOTOPOM BEICTPAUBAJIKCh JIaKeH B 3eJIEHBIX TUBPESX,
nepxKatue Gakessl C TPEIeyIuM B X0JIOAHOM BO3[yXe IJlaMeHeM, He OBIII0 HUYEro, KpoMe
OOIIIMPHOI'0 MyCTOTO IIPOCTPAHCTBA. B 0lHO MIrHOBEHME OKHA U Teppachl 3aMKa 3al0JIHUIIUCD
n30paHHOM MyOIMKOM, OOUH OPKECTP PACIIONIOXKUIICS Ha rajepee 6JIM3KO0 K BOPOTaM, IPYTroM Ha
TIJIOUIAAH, & TPeTUM IPSMO B OKHaX CITyKe0HOM ITPUCTPOUKH.

[ToBciomy Tpertany u Opbi3rany orieM gakesnbl. CTOST HEBEPOSTHBIN IITYM, YCUTUBABIINNCS MOITHBIM
rpomomM GapabaHOB.

Mexny psimaMu IpeHafiepoB, maxei, 6epeiTopoB, oullepoB ¥ MapIllaioB IT0Ka3asach JeTAInas
KapeTa, 3a Hel ipyras, TpeThs... Cepanie MapuaHHB TOTOBO OBIIIO BLICKOYUTD M3-110[ MOKPOT'0 CYKHa
ee KOCTIOMa. PacmupuBIIMMUCS T/la3aMy OHa CMOTPeNia, KaK Ha YCTIaHHOM KOBPOM IIMPOKOM
KPHBIJIbIIe TIOSIBUIIUCH, 10T, OOJIBIIIUM TPEYTOMbHEIM (JPOHTOHOM, B IIJIAaThIX CO IIed(aMu JaMbl, YbU
I¥afdeMbl UTPa MHOTOIIBETHHIMH OTHSIMH, X MyKYHUHHI B 60TATHIX, KPACHBIX C 30JI0TOM HUJIM CUHHX C
cepebpoMm, kocTioMax. OHa 3aMeTHIa Jaxe HeCKOJIbKO aBCTPUHCKUX OPHUIIEPOB B mapafgHO# 6eoi
dbopme, ychimaHHOM opfeHaMu. ['me-To mpoOuIo OecsiTh YacoB.

Torma, cpeny BeUKOTO CMSITEHUS ¥ IPUBETCTBEHHBIX KJIMKOB, II0Ka3ajlach HaKOHeI] KapeTa
BOCBMEPHUKOM, KOTOPYI0O MapraHHa yXKe TaK XOpOIIo 3Hana. [OpHUCTH Ha rajiepee mpoTpyouiu
«CnaBy MMIepuu», B TO BpeMst Kak KapeTa Ha KPBUIbSIX BCEOOIIEro SHTy3Wa3Ma IIPOHECTIACh Yepes
IIMPOKO pacllaXHyThie BOPOTA U OIKCajla MOJIHYI0 U3sIecTBa Ayry. CTpeMriaB 6exkasy TaKewu,
(bakesbIIUKY OMyCTUIMCh HAa OpycYaTKy [BOPA, TOT[a KakK KPhUIbI[0 YKPHIJIOCH aTJIAaCOM U ITap4yoin
CKJIOHUBIIUXCS B TTTyOOKOM peBepaHCe IPUABOPHLIX faM. [71a3aMu, ONHEIMU CJie3, KOTOPhle OHa He
Mora OoJble yoepKuBaTh, MapraHHa yBuaesa, Kak HaloeoH CIpHTHYT Ha 3€MITI0, 3aTEM, BECh
CHSsisl, TOBEPHYJICS K CH[SINEH B KApeTe ¥ C HEXKHBIMHU ITPENOCTOPOKHOCTSIMU BHUMATEITBHOTO
BITF00IEHHOTO 3a60TIMBO MIOMOT €i CITyCTUTHCS. [IOPHIB BHE3AMHOM SPOCTH OCYIIHII I'1a3a
MapuaHHHI, KOTHa OHa YBUAENa, YTO SPUTepLOTHHS IIYHI[0BO-KPACHOT'0 I[BETA U €€ Hejlemnas Iisra C
TIepbSIMU TOTyTast CUIbHO cOuTa Habok. KpoMme Toro, mo3a y Hee Obljla KaKas-TO CTPaHHasi, OBOJIbHO-
TaK{ MIPUHYKOEHHAS.

Crost, Mapus-Jlyu3a Oblsia Ha IIOJITOJIOBEL BHIIIE CBOETO KeHuxa. OHU COCTABIISITIA YOIUBUTEIHHO
HEeTIOAXOMSINYIO TTapy: OHAa, CO CBOEM TSI3KeJI0BEeCHOM repMaHCKOM M3HEXKEeHHOCThIO, OH, C OJ1eJHEIM
IIBETOM JIUIa, PUMCKUM IIPOGUIEM U HEYKPOTUMOM KU3HEHHON CHJIOHN, KOTOPOM OblT 00513aH
Cpegu3eMHOMOPCKOY KpoBU. EOMHCTBEHHOE, TT0XKayii, 4To He Opocaioch B I'1a3a, — 3TO pa3HUIla B
BO3pacTe, u00 MuUpPoKue mneun Mapuu-JIynu3sl IUIIanu €e BCeH MpenecTy paHHEeH MOJIOOOCTH.
OpHako He moxoxe O0bl10, 4TOOH 00a 3amMedanu 3T0. OHM CMOTPEeNH OPYT Ha Apyra C TaKuM
BOCXHUILIEHHLIM BAIOM, YTO Y MapuaHHE BHE3AIIHO IOSBUIIOCH 2KeJlaHue yMepeTh. KakK ke MOT 3TOT
YyeJl0BeK, COBCEM HeflaBHO 00JIafiaBIINi €10 C TaKOM CTPACThIO, KaK OYOTO UCKPEeHHE KISBIIUNUCS, YTO
OHa OJHa IIapPUT B €T0 CEPAIle, CMOTPETh TETEPh Ha 3Ty BHICOKYIO PHIKYIO TEJIKY C BUAOM pebeHKa,
BIIEPBHIE TTOJIYYHBIIET0 POXKAECTBEHCKUY MTOAapok? B GelleHCTBe MOIofasi JKeHIMHa BOH3UIa HOT'TH
cebe B TaJIoHU U 3aCKpuIiesia 3y0amMu, YTOOH He B3BBITh OT OOIH U 37T00HI.

A tam HOBOIIPHUOHIBIIAs pa3faBalla IOLe/IyH KeHIIMHaM UMIIEPAaTOPCKOX CEMbH: 04apOBaTeIbHON
[TonuHe, ¢ TPyAOM yIepKUBaBIIENCS OT CMeXa IIPU BHUE IPECIOBYTOM IIJIAIEL, MyApOH JIu3e Co
cTporuM npoduneM MuHepBE, TEMHOBOJIOCOM KpacaBulle — KopoJieBe Vcranuu, rpalino3Hou
6moHguHKe — KoposieBe ['opTeH3uu, ybe Oesoe MIeIKOBOE MIaThe, HEXKHO CUSBIINIA XKeMYYT U
Oe3ynpeyHoe U3SIIECTBO BLI3bIBAIM B TaMATH 00pa3 ee MaTepH U YKAaCHO IHCCOHMPOBATIHU C
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BiacsHuLen Mapuu-JIyussl.

Ha Bpemst MapuaHHa 3a0nina o cebe, 3a[IaBIIIMCh BOIIPOCOM, KAKMMU MOTJIN OBITH MTOOIUHHEIE
YyBCTBa KPOTKOM mouepu 2Ko3zeduHE! mepey MTUIOM 3TOU XKEHIIWHEI, [TOCMEBILIEN IPUUTH, YTOOH
3aHSATH TPOH, ellle TeIIblii 1ocye ee Matepu? He OBII0 1 9TO cOBepIIeHHO OECI0Ie3HOM
JKeCTOKOCThI0 Hamoseona, 06s13aBIIero ee MpUCyTCTBOBATE 3[I€Ch, YTOOBI BCTPeYaTh MHOCTPAHKY Ha
nopore ¢ppaHIy3CKOro ABopla? becCMBICIeHHO, HO BIIOJIHE B IyXe UMIlepaTopa. Yke He pa3
MapuaHHa 3aMeydarsa, Kak ero eCTeCTBeHHasi foOpoTa CMeHsIach KaKUM-TO He4eJI0BeYeCKUM
PaBHOAYIINEM.

— Brl 03BOIMTE MHE HaKOHEI] IPOBOOUTE BaC B TEIUIYI0 TOCTUHUIYY? — pa3falics PSAOOM C Hel
IpYyXKeCcKui ronoc Apkaguyca. — Vnmu BB XKejlaeTe TPOBECTH HOUb, BIEMUBIINCH B 9Ty PEIIETKY?
Bosblile He Ha YTO CMOTPETb.

B3gporuys, MapraHHa yBUAesa, YTO U B CAMOM [IeJie, KpOMe KapeT, CIyT ¥ yOUPaBIINX YIPSIKD
KOHIOIIKX, BO JBOPE HUKOTO He OBINIO, a OKHAa 3aKphIThL. Ha moiaau Tonma HE0OX0THO OTCTyIasa OT
orpafbl, MefJIeHHO, CJIOBHO OTJIUB Ha Mope... OHa oBepHysa K ApKaguycy JIUI0 C ellle He
ITPOCOXIIIMMH CJIE3aMHU.

— Bel cuuTaeTe MeHs cymacllefiey, He Tak JIU? — IIpoOLIeNTala OHa.
OH 11acKoBO y/IBIOHYJICS U T0-OpaTCKX OOHSN 3a MIeYd MOJIOLYI0 KEHIIUHY.

— 41 cuuTalo, YTO BH MOJIOOLI, YIUBUTEILHO... yOUMCTBEHHO MOnoabl! Bel OpocaeTeck Ha BCe, UTO
MOXKET BaC ITOPAHUTh, B OCJIEIIeHNH 00e3yMeBIel MTUllbl. Korma Bel CTaHeTe CTaplile, BH HAYYUTECH
VKJIOHSTBCSI OT CTaJIbHBEIX KallKaHOB, KOTOPHIE TaK YMEJIO PacCTaBIseT XKMU3Hb Ha JOporax
YyeJiI0BeYeCKMX, YTOOH KaJleuuTh ¥ YOUBATh, Bbl HAYYUTECh 3aKPHIBATh I'Jla3a U YK, YTOOHI 10
MeHbIIIel Mepe 0XpPaHsTh Ballld 3a6TyKIeHus U AyIIeBHEIM MOKoW. Ho ceiiyac CIUIIKOM PaHo...

ToctunHUIA «Y OOJNBIIOTO OJIeHS» Obl/la IepernoiHeHa, Korna MapuaHHa 1 2KonuBasb IPOHUKIIY TY[Ia,
a X0351MH, KOTOPBIM MeTaJsICd B3af-Bliepel, Kak BCTPeBOXKEHHAs Kypulla, faxe U CIyllaTh UX He
3axoTesl. Bo3myuieHHOMY ApKafuyCy IPUIIIOCh CXBaTUTh €T0 Ha IIOJTHOM XOOy 3a 00BUTOE BOKPYT
IIeU TIOJIOTEHIe M OCTaHOBUTDH TBEPHOU PYKOU.

— K yemy Takas cnemika, gpyr Moii! Ha Bce cBoe BpeMs, u 51 Oyoy BaM IIPHU3HATEJIEH, €CJIH BB
BBICITyIIaeTe MeHs. [IpuOkIBIIas cioma rocmoxa, — mo6aBuI OH, yKa3kBasd Ha MapuaHHy, KOTopas
yCTaJIbIM KECTOM CHSIJIa ISy ¥ 0CBOOOMMIIA BOJIOCH], — KaK BH MOXKeTe YOelIUThCs, BRIOKUIIACh U3
CHJI OT YCTAJIOCTH, TPOMOKJIa ¥ MTPOTOJI0faNack. M MOCKONBKY OHA BHITIOTHSIET BaXXHYI0 MUCCHIO €T0
BEJINYECTBA, OyHObTe M00E3HEl Celyac XKe HaWTH e MeCTO [JIT OTABIXa, ITle OHa CMOXKET I0ECTh U
o0cymmuThcsi, 6yap 9TO XOTh Ballla COGCTBEHHAsI KOMHATA.

[To nuiy 6egHOTO MaJioro, yaep:KMUBaeMoro TOHKAMHU, HO CJIOBHO KeJIe3HBIMHU TTajibllaMu ApKaguyca,
npoOexkaiu Bce IBeTa paayru. ClIoBa «ero BeIM4ecTBO» UCTOPIJIM U3 ero rPyau CTOH.

OH B OTUASTHUU BCIIJIECHYJI CBOUMHU KOPOTKUMU PYKAMHU W B3TJIAHYII Ha MOJIOOYIO 2KEHIMUHY ITOJTHEIMHA
CJIe3 I'lia3aMHu.

— Ho y meHs GobIlie HET CBOel KOMHATHI, KHSA3b! 4 BHIHYXK[IeH OblJI OTAATh €e agbI0TaHTy Tepiora
ne Posuro. B maHHBIM MOMeHT MafaM PoO6uHO, MOsI cynpyra, TOTOBUT MHE IIOCTeNb B OydeTHOU. I He
MOTY PEIIUTHCS IPEAJIOKUTH ee FOCIOXKeE... UJIU I JOJIKEH CKa3aTh: ee CUSITENNbCTBY? — 3aKOHYUI OH
CO CTpaxoM, BEI3BABIINM YILIOKY ¥ 2KonuBanis.

OueBupgHO, JIO6p5{K JINX0PaJO04YHO CIIpallInBall ce0s1, He OblTa JIU 3Ta 049apoBaTeJIbHAsAg 6pIOHeTKa
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KaKou-HMOyIb MaJIOM3BECTHOM CECTPOM uMIiepaTopa. Y Hux, boHamapTos, Takas 6oibias ceMbs!
— l'oBOpHTE MPOCTO I'OCII0KA, HO HAalAUTE YTO-HUOYAb.

B ToT MOMeHT, Korfa Po6uHo mogyMmar, 4Ty He Ipoiie U OyAeT yrnacTb B 00MOPOK, YTOOH 130eKaTh
HEeO0OXOOUMOCTH BBEITTOJIHUTE TPpeOOBaHUe, KAKOH-TO aBCTPUUCKUHM 0GHUIIep B U3SIIHOM CBETIIO —
KOPHYHEBOM MYHOHUPE JaHIBepa, YKe HeKOTOPOe BPpeMs C BO3PACTAIOIIUM HHTEPECOM
BIJISIIBIBABIIMICS B IIpeKpacHoe OeqHoe Muiio MapuaHHb, TPUOIU3UIICS U, CerKa IIeIKHYB
KaOJlyKaMH, ITOKJIOHUJICS MOJIOMIOM KeHIIWHE. A OHa C 3aKPHITHIMU TJla3aMHU MTPUCIIOHUTIACH K CTEHE,
COBEPIIEHHO PAaBHOMAYIIHAS K BEAYIIUMCS IIEPET0BOPaM.

— Ilo3BoIbTE MHE NIPENCTaBUTHCA: KHA3b Kiapy yHI ANIIpUHTeH, Ype3BblYalHbIN II0COJI €T0
BeM4YecTBa uMIiepaTopa Asctpun! { 3aHKMMalo JBe KOMHATH B 3TOM T'OCTUHUIIE: IIYCTh CyAapbIH
OKakeT MHe MUJIOCTh COTJIACUThCH...

Bocknuiianre PoOMHO 0OJHOBPEMEHHO C YOIIOPHBIM MOKI0HOM 2KOIMBass mpepBay ero ClioBa.

— Boxe! MoHceHbOD yKe BepHYIICA? U s He BCTpeTus MOHCeHbepa! Pa3Be MOHCEHBOD HE NOJIKEH
y2KUHATh BO ABOpLE?

ABCTPUMCKUM KHS3b, BEICOKUY MyXKUYKWHa JIeT TPUALATU C TOHKUM, YMHBIM JIMI[OM I10J I'yCTOU LIAIIKOU
CBETIIBIX BOJIOC, BECEJIO0 PaCCMESICS.

— OueHb XKaJb, JOPOr0i X03IUH, HO BaM IIPHUOETCS ITOUCKATh, YeM HaKOPMUTh MeHS. f He yKUHAT
BO [IBOPIlE, IOTOMY YTO HUKTO He Oy[eT TaM yKUHATh.

— Heyxenu noBap 1o omu0Ke IPOTKHYI cebs Immaroi? — ynsiOHycs 2Konusais.

— Bosce HeT. Ha camoM pene gBop cobpasicst B 60JbIIIOM 3ajie, 0XKUaas IPUTJallleHus K CTOIY, Koraa
I10poK 0OBSIBHUII, YTO UX BEJIMYECTBA YAAJIUINCh B CBOM allapTaMeHTHl... X UTO yKuHa He OymeT. Ho
TeTeps 5 671aT0CNIOBIIAI0 3TO HEOXKHUIaHHOE BO3BpallleHre, KOTOPOe S TOJIBKO YTO IIPOKJIMHA, pa3
OHO IT03BOJIIET MHE, CyJaphIHs, OBITh BaM Y€M-TO ITOJIe3HEIM.

[TocnepnHue coBa, pa3yMeeTcs, afpecoBanuch MapuaHHe, HO OHa OCTalack 6eCYyBCTBEHHOM K UX
m00e3HOMY COflepKaHUI0 U faXke He nobnarofapuia. M3 pasroBopa aBCTpuiilla OHa YI0BUJIa TOJIBKO
OIHY [eTajb, ¥ BO3HUKIIIEE B HEM MTOmM03peHre ObII0 TAKUM CHJIBHBEIM, YTO OHA He CMOTJIa
yOepxKaTbCs 0T BOIIpOCa.

— WX Benu4ecTBa yOAMUIUCL? JTO He 3HAUUT, S OyMalo, 4To...
OHa He mocMena JOKOHUYXTh. Kimapu CHOBa paccMesincs.

— Botoce, uTo ma. Kak 6ynTo uMiepaTop, efiBa Ipuexas, CIIpOCHa Y KapauHaia Peima,
OEVCTBUTEJILHO JIU OH KeHarT... UJIY [10 MEeHbIIel Mepe AeflaeT JIX IPLUTEePLOTUHI0 eT0 XXeHOU
3aKJII04YeHHEIN B BeHe Gpak 0 TOBEPEHHOCTH. ..

Y Torma uMIepaTop CKasajl... UMIePATPHUIE, YTO OH OYHeT UMETh YeCTh HAHEeCTH el BU3UT B ee
armapTaMeHTax yepe3 HeKOTOpPOoe BpeMsl, MOCTAaTOYHOe, YTOO IPUHSThH BaHHY.

['py6OCTH TOTO, YTO CKPHIBAJIOCEH 3@ STUMHU YUTHBO-MPOHUYECKUMHE CJIOBAMHU, 3aCTaBHUIIa CMEPTEIbHO
nob6neqHeTh MapruaHHY.

— Takum 06pa3oM... — Hayajla OHa BHE3AMHO OXPUIIIIKMM I'0JI0OCOM, 3aCTaBUBIINM aBCTPHIIla
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B3TJISHYTh HA HEe C YOUBIIEHUEM, a Apkaguyca — ¢ 6eCIIOKO#CTBOM.

— Takum 006pa3oM... UX BEJTMYECTBA YAAIUIIUCE, a 5T 30ECh K BAlllUM YCIIyraM, CygapeiHs... OgHaKO
KaK BHI IToOIemuesu!

Bl iioxo uyBcTByeTe ce0sa? Jii! PoOuHO, myCTh Ballla KeHa celidac ke IIPOBOOUT MafiaM B MOIO,
KOMHATy, OHa Jiy4lias B gome. Mo bor!

Ero ucnyransoe BOCK/IHIIaHKWe GBIJIO OTPaBHaHHBIM. BHe3aTHO yTPaTUB MOCTIENHUE CHUIIBI OT
HEBOJIbHO HaHECEHHOT0 el ymapa, MapuaHHa MOIATHYIach 1 yrnana Osl, ecnu 051 2KoIuBamb BOBpeMst
He MTOJXBaTUJ ee. MUHYTOM 103XKe, Ha pyKax y Kimapu, oceobonusiiero 2KomuBasis OT CIUIIKOM,
TI0KaJTyH, TSAZKEJIOH IJIs HeTro HOILUY, IPedIIecTByeMasi MafgaM PoOHHO B IIEJTKOBOM IIJIAaThE U
MYCJIMHOBOM YeITYHKe, BOOPYKEHHOM OOIBIIMM MEOHBIM [TOJCBEYHIKOM, IIOTEPSBLIAS COZHAHUE
MapwraHHa TTOOHUMAaJIaCh 0 XOPOIIO HABOLIEHHOM JIECTHUIIE TOCTUHUIILL «Y OOJIBIIOTO ONEHS».

Korpa mocye cpa3uBLIero ee NATHAAIATUMUHYTHOTO O1akeHHOro GecriaMsaTCcTBa MapraHHa IIPHUIIIIa
B ce0s, OHa yBUeNa nepeq co00i MEIIenono6HOro Apkaauyca 1 BEICOKYIO, PyMSHYIO, C
BEIOMBAIOIIMMUCS U3-TIOM YeITYMKa TEMHEIMU JIOKOHAMHU KEHIIKUHY. 3aMeTHB, UTO OHA OTKpPHIJIA I'71a3a,
IlaMa IepecTajia HaTUPaTh € BUCKU YKCYCOM U C YOOBJIETBOPEHUEM KOHCTATUPOBaja, YTO «TeNephb
BCe NOUAET Ha J1af».

ITo mpaBme roBops, MapuaHHa, He CUMTAs TOTO, YTO OHA OYHYJIAaCh, HE YYBCTBOBAJIA ce0s TakK yxK
X0poIno, naxe Haob6opot. Ee 6pocasio TO B Kap, TO B XOJION TaK, UTO 3yObl CTy4asid, BUCKH CJIOBHO
3aXKasd B TUCKH. TeM He MeHee, BCIIOMHUB YCIIHIIIAHHOE, OHA MTOMbITAIach BCKOYUTH C KPOBATH, Ha
KOTOPOI JTezKaja IOJIHOCThIO ofieTasl.

— 4 xouy exaTh! — Hayaja OHa, JpPOXKa 00 TaKOM CTEIEeHHU, YTO eBa MOXKHO OBIII0 pa3obpaTs, 4TO
OHa TOBOPUT. — f X04y BEepPHYTbHCS AOMOM, HEMENJIEHHO.

[TonoxuB ey pyKy Ha mie4yu, ApKaauycC 3aCTaBUI ee CHOBA JIeYb.

— 06 atom He MoxkeT ObITh 1 peun! BepHyThcs B [TapuK BEpXOM U B Takyio noroxy? [la BH yMpeTe B
IIyTH, MOS fioporasi. 4 He MOTY CYuTaTh ce0sl CBETHUIOM MEOUIIMHEL, HO KO€ B UeM pa30upaioch H,
TJIAAS5 Ha Ballly IbUTAOLe 1€KW, TOTOB YTBePKOaTh, YTO ¥ BacC IUXopajaka.

— Yto 3a BaxKHOCTH! {1 He MOry ocTaBaThCs 37eCh! Pa3Be BBl He CIBIIIKATE?.. ITa My3HIKA... IIEHHE...
B3PBIBHI ITeTap[!

Pa3Be BbI He CNIBIINTE, KaK PaflyeTCsl 9TOT OIy0e3yMHEIN OT CYaCThs FOPOJ TOMY, YTO UMIIepaTop
YJI0KUJI B CBOIO ITOCTEJIb [0Yb CAMOT0 37IeHIIero Bpara?

— MapuaHHa! — npocToHan ApKaAuyc, UCIyTaHHbIHM OTyKIal0IUM B3TJISIOM CBOEH CIIyTHUIIBI. —
YMorsto Bac...

Mornopast XXeHIIMHA pa3pa3uiiaCh HEPBHEIM CMEXOM, KOTOPBIHA 00IBHO Ob1T0 crymiaTh. OTTONKHYB
Apkaguyca, OHa BCKOYHMJIa C KPOBATH, IMombexkasia K OKHY U, C SPOCThI0 0OTOPOCUB 3aHABECKH,
IPUHKKIA K HeMy. [1o Ty CTOPOHY MOKPO¥M IIyCTOM IIJIOUIAAX OCBEIIEHHEIN IBOPEL] BO3BHIIIAJICS Iepe[
Hel, KaK BHI30B, 3TOT ABOPEIl, BHYTPU KOTOPoro HamoseoH gepzkan B CBOUX 00BATHSIX ABCTPUSUKY,
obyapman e, Kak o0n1agan MapuaHHOM, IIenTan e, MoXeT OBITh, Te XKe CJI0Ba JII00BH... B melnarmmem
MO3Ty MOJIO[IOH KEHIIWHHI IPOCTb ¥ PEBHOCTh CMEIIAJUCE, C IMXOPAAKOW U 3aXKTTIH IOUCTUHE
afiCKoe TIIaMsl.

Becnomapaas maMsTh Bo3Bpalliaja ei Kaxaoe TI000BHOE OBUXKEHHE ee BO3TI00IEHHOT0, KaXI0e ero
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BbIpaxkeHnue... O, ecu Obl TPOHUKHYTH 3@ 9TU HarJble Oesble CTeHb! Y3HATH OB, 38 KAKUM U3 9TUX
3aKPHITHIX OKOH COBEPILAJIOCH IPECTYIIEHNE TI00BH, B KOTOPOM cepalle MapruaHHB OBIIO
VCKYIIUTEJIbHOU XXepPTBOu!

— Mio doice amor! — 6opMoTarna oHa CKBO3b 3y0rl. — Mio doice amor!.. Heyxenu OH TOBOPHUT € 9TO
TOXKe?

Apkanuyc nmobauBascs, Kak Obl MapraHHa B IIOPHIBE OTYASHUS He Hadasla KpU4YaTh, HO He Pelrancs
IIOOUTH K HEU ¥ TUXOHBKO LIEIHYJI OLIEJIOMIIEHHOU X035UKe:

— Ona ouenb 6onpHa! Halimute mokTopa... 6bICTPO!

He oxumast mOBTOPeHUs, XKEeHIIMHA, IIypIlla HaKpaxMaJIeHHEIMU 100KaMH, Ucue3jia B KOpUIope, a
ZKonuBasb IOTUXOHBKY, AT 3a IIaroM, nogoiiesn K Mapuanse. OHa faxe He 3ameTuna ero. OHa
CTOsINTa, HAaTSIHYTasA, KaK TETUBA JIyKa, II0XKHUpPas PaCIIMPUBIINMUCS I'Ta3aMy BeJTMYeCTBEHHOe Oeroe
3[aHue, U BOPYT eil I0Ka3asioCh, YTO €T0 CTEHHl CTalu CTEKJITHHBEIMU, YTO OHA MOTJIa BULIETh
y2KaCHOM CUJION SICHOBUMEHMS, POXKIEHHON TapOKCU3MOM PEBHOCTH, BCE... BIJIOTh 0 ITyOMHBI TON
caMO¥ KOMHATHI, TTIe ITof HEOOBSTHEIM ITYPITYPHO-30JI0THIM OapXaTHHIM IIOJIOTOM TEeJIO LIBETA
CJIOHOBOM KOCTH CXKMMAJIO B CTPACTHOM OOBSITUHU APyroe — myxioe, 6eno-po3osoe. U MapuaHHa,
Tep3aeMas ¥ pactnuHaeMasi, 3abblta 000 BCeM OKPYKalolleM, OTHAaBasCh CO3ePLaHuUI0 TI000BHOM
CIIEHBI, KOTOPYIO el J1erKo OBII0 MpeficTaBUTh, 00 COBCEM HEaBHO OHa IlepexXkHuBalia TO XkKe caMoe.
[TopkpaBimmics ApKafguyc yCbIlIaa ee TUX0PagodyHblil IeToT:

— Kak ThI MOXKeIllb JapuTh el Takue Xke IMOIeyH, Kak U MHe?.. Beqb 9T0 xKe TBou ry0w! Heyxkenu Th
HU 0 YeM He IIOMHHUIIE, CKaxu?.. Thl He MOXKeIllb... THl He MOXKeIllb JTIOOUTh ee Tak, KakK JII00uI MeHs!
O Hert... ymonsi Tebs... He mepxu ee Tak!.. [Iporonu ee... OHa npuHeceT Tebe HecuacThe! 4 3HaIO, 5
yyBCTBY10! BCrioMHY clioMaHHOe ¥ pacisTust kKoneco! Tol He Moxetns JIo6uth ee... Her, HeT... HeT!

OHa KOPOTKO BCKPHUKHYA, ¥ 9TO OB KPUK arOHWY. BHe3amHO OHA OMYCTHJIACh epej] OKHOM Ha
KOJIEHH, COTPSICASsICh OT OTYASTHHBIX PHIJAHWH, B KaKOK-TO Mepe CHUMABIIKX OIIACHOE HEPBHOE
HaIpsXKeHWe, TaK UCIyraBilee ApKaguyca.

Korpma oH pelmuicst KOCHYThCS ee, OHa He MPOTUBUIIach. C 6@CKOHEYHON HEXKHOCTHIO U
OCTOPOKHOCTBIO CUIEJIKH OH IIONHSAT ee, efBa Kacasch ONEepPIIerocs 0 Hero ApoxKaliero Tena, u
MeJIJIEHHO [oBel 10 KpoBaTu. OHa MOAUYMHHUIACh, KaK U3My4YeHHOe OUTs, 63 BCIKOTO
COTIPOTHBIIEHUS, CIIMIIKOM IIOTJIOIIEeHHAas CBoel 00J1bio, YTOOH pearupoBaTh Ha 4To-rb0. Cam
TOTOBHIM 3alljaKaTh, BUAS TaKue cTpamanus, 2KonauBaab KOHYAN YKIIaAsBaTh MaprHaHHy Ha KPOBATh,
KOT'7la JBEPb OTBOPUIIACH Meper M-M PoOuHO, KOTOpas puBesia JOKTOpa. YBUIEB, UTO YIIOMSHYThIH
IOKTOP OBLTT HE KTO MHOM, KakK Jieitb-menuk uMiepaTopa Kopeucap co6cTBeHHOM IEPCOHOM, ApKaguyc
He 0CO0EHHO yauBUiCs. [leHb, TOJOOHbIM CETOMHSIIHEMY, CIIOCOOEH OTYYUTh YeNT0BEeKa YIUBIISTHCS,
K TOMY K€ HUYero HeoOBIYHOTO He OBIJIO B TOM, YTO MMIIEPATOPCKUY NOKTOP OKa3aJiCsl B TOCTUHUIIE,
OUTKOM HAOKUTOM BasKHBIMU II€PCOHAMH.

Ero nosiBmenue npuHecso 60JbInoe o0eryesue.

— 4 3arnsgHy”n ciofa, — CKasajl OH, — BBIIUTH KPYKKY IYHINA C APY3bSIMH, KOTMIa YCIIbIIIAI X035HKY,
BO BECh I'0JIOC 3BaBIIyI0 Bpada. CeoBaBIINY 3a Hell 10 nsATaM KHA3b e Knapu 3aceinan ee
BOIIPOCAMU. ITO OH co00ImMII MHe, KTO 3a6onen. Bel MoxkeTe cKa3aTh, UTO fie/laeT 30eCh U B TAKOM
COCTOSIHUYU CUHbOPHHA Mapusg-Cramnna?

Ctporo nornsgasiBas Ha IPOO/IXKaBIIYIO phifaTh MapuaHHY, Bpad CO CKpelLleHHbIMU Ha TPyAu
pyKamu Bcell CBOel 0feTOM B YepHOe TSIKEeJI0BEeCHOU (PUTYPOil COBEPILIEHHO ITOaBUI ApKaguyca.
2Konupanb OBLT CTUIIKOM YTOMJIEH AJIS HONTHUX 00BSICHEHMM, 0COOEHHO C TaKOM Mory4ye HaTypoi. OH
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YIOOBOJIECTBOBAJICA 0eCIIOMOIITHEIM KECTOM.

— OHa — Ballla TallieHTKa, — II0XKUMas IJiedaMd, CKa3aj OH, — BHI yKe JI0JIKHb HEMHOTO Y3HaTh
ee, noktop. OHa 000 IIeHO! pellnia eXaTh.

— IOTOr0 HeJjib3s OBLJIO ITI03BOJIUTE.

— WHTepecHo, Kak Obl BB 3TO CHenanu? MbI moexany 3a KOPTekKeM 3pureproruyy eme go CyaccoHa,
npencTasisieTe cebe?

Korga MapuaHHa y3Haja, YTO IIPOU30IIJIO BO OBOPIIE, C HEW CITyUMJICS HEPBHBIY NIPUIIAIOK.

— Bcio aTy gopory, u nox mponuBHEIM foxkpaeM! Ho ato xe dpopmenHoe 6e3ymue! YTo KacaeTcs TOro,
YTO IIPOU3OIIIIO BO [IBOPIIE, TO HE U3-3a Yero Tep3aThcs. [IpaBemHoe HeOO!

Hcrepuka u3-3a TOTO, YTO €T0 BEIMYECTBO 3aX0TEJI HeMeIJIs BOCIIOIb30BaThCS 3aKITIOUEHHOU
CHeKomn?

[Toka My>KUMHBI BeJIM 9TOT Pa3roBop, M-M PoOMHO ¢ IOMOIIBIO CITy2KaHKU OLICTPO pa3fena
OecromoIHyo MapuaHHy U yJI0XKHUJIa ee B IIOCTEeJIb, COTPETYI0 OOJIBIION MEeIHON I'PETIKOM.

PrimaHus NOCTENEeHHO YTUXIIN, HO CKUTaBIIas MOJIOAYI0 KEeHITNHY JIUXOpaaKa, I0X0XKe,
IpOTrpeccupoBaia ¢ Kaxaou MuHyTo. OgQHAKO pacCy[oK ee HeMHOT0 nposcHuicA. [loTpscmui ee
OypHBIY IPUIIaIOK OTYASHUS CHSJI, CIUIITKOM OOJIbIIOe YMCTBEHHOE HallpsKeHue, U Telephb OHa B
COCTOSIHUM IIPOCTPAaLUY, C II0JTy3aKPHITHIMU IJIa3aMy, CIIyllaaa TPOMOBOM roynoc Kopsucapa,
OpaHUBIIETO €€ 3a TO, YTO OHa OTBaXKUJIaCh YacaMU €XaThb BEPXOM IIOJ XOJIOMHBIM ITPOJIUBHEIM
IOXKIEM.

— MHe KaXeTcs, Y Bac eCTh KapeTa U ITPeBOCXOAHEIe JTomaau? Kakas ke MyxXa Bac yKycumia, 4TO BhI
IIpofieJiaiv TaKo IyTh BEPXOM, Mia ellle B TaKyIo IOToxy?

— A MHe HPaBUTCS €37UTh BepxoM! — yIpsiMo Bo3pa3uia MapuaHHa, PEIINB HUYEro He TOBOPUTD 00
ee UCTUHHHIX T00YXKIeHUX.

— Bor monto6yiiTech! — yXMBUIBHYJICS Bpad. — Kak BBl fiyMaeTe, YTO CKaXXeT UMIIepaTop, Koraa
y3HaeT O BallleM IIOABUTre, U 4To...

Pyka MapuaHHBEI CTPEMUTENIbHO BEICKOIb3HY 1A U3-TI0M Ofiesiia U jierjia Ha pyKy KopBucapa.

— Ho on He y3HaeT 00 aToM! [IOKTOp, POIIy BaC HUYETo He TOBOPUTH eMy! BpoueM... BeposTHO,
3TO HUYYTb He 3aUHTEPECYET €T0 BEJIUYECTBO.

KopBucap BOPyT rPOMKO PacX0XOTaJICs.

— MHe sCHO: Bbl He XOTUTE, YTOOH UMIIEPATOP Y3Hall, HO ecyiu OBl BHI ObITM YBEPEHE!, UTO €TI0
pas3rHeBaeT Ballla IIPOfieNiKa, BH HeMeMJIeHHO Tocyanu O6bl MeHsl pacckasaTh emy? Hy, napmHo,
YCIIOKOMTECH, I BCE pacCKaxKy eMy ¥ OH OyHeT B SPOCTH.

— { HUYYTh B 3TO He Bepl! — pa3gpax)keHHOo cKa3ajla oHa. — Wmmepatop...

— ..3aHST MOTHITKOM 3aBECTU HacllefHUKa! — rpy6o obopBas ee Bpad. — [Ipaxkaiiias Mos, 51 He
IIOHKMMaI0 BacC: BHl K€ 3HaeTe, YTO TaKOu POf... esATeTbHOCTY Hen3bexkeH, MOCKOJIbKY UMIIEpaTop
JKEHUICS TOJIBKO [JIS 3TOTO.
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— On Mor OHI He Tak CIIEIUTh! 3a4eM yKe CerogHs BeY4epOoM OH...

— ..B3SIJT 9PUTEPIIOTHHIO B CBOIO ITOCTENb? — MOKOHUMIT KopBHCap, PeIIUBINUH, I0X0XKe, UTPATh B
«beccBsi3HbIE peun» 4. — Jla TOTOMY YTO OH TOPOIHUTCS, BOT U Bce. OH KeHAT, X0UeT HacllegHUKA U
cpady O6epeTcs 3a feo. BroyHe ecTeCTBEHHO!

— Ho Benb oH pakTHUeCKH elne He xkeHaT!.. [TomIrHHAas cBafib0a MOIXKHA COCTOSThCS Yepes
HECKOJIbKO [Hel B [Tapuxke.

A 9TO} HOYBIO UMIIEPATOPY M0JIaranoch...

— ..OTIPaBUThCA craTh B [llaHTHiN, 5 3HaI0! ITO BCero-HaBCETro HEOOMBIION TPOKOJI B GpavyHOM
KOHTPaKTe. Ml HeT HUKaK/UX OCHOBAHUM JOBONUTDH Ce0s 0 TAKOTO COCTOSTHUS. YepT BO3bMHU!
[TocmoTpuTe Ha ceOs B 3epKajo, UMEHHO celiyac, Korfia Bbl 0OJIbIlIe TI0X0XKYM Ha MOKPOT0 IyHess, 4yeM
Ha 3HAMEHUTYIO IIeBHUITY, ¥ 6POChTe B3I Ha 3Ty 3MOPOBYI0, MOJIHYIO OEBYIIKY, KOTOPOU HE
OTKaXKelIllb B CBEKECTU ¥ KOTOpas [OXKHa IPUHECTH BCEM HaM HACJIeMHOTO IPUHIA. Y BaIIUX HOT
BCE MYXKYWMHEI, WJIX TOYTH BCe! BIIOTE 10 9TOT0 aBCTPUIALIA, KOTOPHIH, e[IBa MPHUEXaB, TOTYETCS Y
JIECTHUIIBI, 0KUast HOBOCTeM 0 Bac! MTak, mpefnocTaBbTe UMIIEPATOPY 3aHUMATHCSI CBOUM
CYIIPY2KECKUM PeMeC/IOM. OTO He IOBPEUT BalleMy JI000BHUKY, TPOCTUTE 3a OTKPOBEHHOCTD.

BEPHYTHCS

4

Bpoge HaIero «ucrnopyeHHOro TenedoHa».

MapuaHHa He 0TBeTUIIa. 3aueM? Hu ofuH MyKunHa He TOHS ObI ee B 9Ty MUHYTY, U,
IeHCTBUTEILHO, 9TOI'0 HEBO3MOXKHO OBII0 TPeOoBaTh, 10O OHO MMPOTHUBHO CAMOM IPUPOLE MyKUKH.,
OHa He ObIJIa HACTOIBKO HauBHOM, a PopTIOHS ['aMesieH JOCTaTOYHO CKPOMHOI, YTOOR BOOOPA3UTH,
YTO OHa OBIJIa IEePBOM XKEHIIUHOM, 3aTPOHYBIIEN cepplle BracTennHa EBpomntl. Hanoneon o6oxant
CBOIO TIEPBYIO CYIPYTY U IOCTOSTHHO U3MeHsI eli. TakoBa CYIIHOCTb MYXKYHUHHL: TIOTPEOHOCTH B
nepeMeHax, HelpeonoJinMas CKJIOHHOCTh K IOJIUTaMKH, Jaxe Korga OH CTpacTHO Bo6ieH. OgHako
MONBITKA M0GUIT0COGCTBOBATh Ha 3Ty TEMY HE YCIIOKOHUIIa TIyXyio 00Jb B cepAlle MapuaHHH.
Heyxenu BHEITHUH BUM, TEJIOCIIOXKEeHNE XKEHITUHEI, KOTOPYIO OH 00HMMAJI, UMeJIM TaK MaJjio
3HAYeHHUs B €ro rjla3ax? B TakoM ciy4yae moueMy ero BhIOOp mai Ha Hee, MapuaHHY? [10 KaKou
CTelleHU 3aTPOHYJa OHa Tiyboydaiiniue Guobprl ero aymm? Kakoe MecTo 3aHUMaeT MEX[Y ITaMSThIO O
2Kozedune, ceeTnoBonocoi Mapuu BaneBckoii, B KOTOPYIO, Kak TOBOPST, OH 0€3yMHO BIIIOOUIICS B
Bapmage, 4 [Ipyrumu Bo3m007I€HHBIME ?

PermuB, 4TO OHa yCHY/a, KopBrcap 0CTOPOXKHO 3alepHY/ 3aHaBECKY KPOBATH U, COITPOBOKIAeMbIiA
ApkamuycoM, HallpaBUiICs K Bexony. OH mepenan eMy MUKCTYPY, TPOMUCA TOPYUIHUKH U OTIIX B
Teme. MapraHHa yCIBIIIaNa, KakK OH IIeNTall Ha opore:

— Hcrepuka mpoiia, a IpoCcTyna, I0-MoeMy, HU4eM He TPO3UT. ECTeCcTBeHHO, OHa O0ygeT HEMHOTO
nofaBjieHa, HO B JAaHHOM CJIydae g pacCMaTpHBal0 3TO KakK MOIOXUTENbHEIN (pakTop. [To KpaliHen
Mepe oHa OymeT BecTu cebst CIIOKOMHO.

YrpesBmmick o ogesimamMu, MapraHHa BOPYT C yOUBIIeHHEeM 00HaPYKUIa, YTO YIBI0AeTCs.
Cnoko#Ho?.. OHa?.. O KaKOM CIIOKOMCTBUY MOXKeT OBITh Peyb, KOTHa OHa OIIyIIaeT, Kak B HeW KUIISAT
cBexue 00eBHIe CHUIIBI, 3aKaJleHHEIe, MOXKEeT ObITh, Ha OTHe nmuxopanku? OHa He OblIa XKEHIIUHOM,
TOTOBOM [I0JITO JKaJoBaThCA Ha CBOIO cyab0y. OHa mobusa 60pb0y, ¥ 9TOM HOUbI0, OpayHOM A
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IPYTOM#, OHA OTKPHIIA MIJIsE Ce0sT HOBHIM CMEICII CYIIECTBOBAHMUS: HEIIPUI3Hb, IPEK/E BCETO
HEeTPHUSI3Hb, HEMCTOBAs, BCeoOheMIIIoNasi, 671u3Kasi K HEHAaBUCTH, KOTOPYIO OHA HCILITHIBAIA TEIEPh K
3TOM 6eJiol C PO30BEIM ABCTPUSTUKE.

3aTeM, BIIOJIHE eCTECTBEHHO, HE0OXOMMMO BCTYIIUTh B 00pLOY C HEel, OIleHUB BO3MOXKHOCTH €€
BJIMSIHUS Ha PacCy[oK, cepAlle u uyBcTBa HamoneoHa.

A moueMy OBl He TIOMBEITAThCSI OTBETUTH YIAPOM Ha yIOAp ee BeTpeHOMY Bo3mo0ieHHoOMY?.. [ToueMy He
HCIBITATh Ha HEM CaMoe JIyylllee CPeCTBO, 3aJI0KEHHOE AbIBOJIOM B JKEHCKOM apCceHarsie: 3Ty
PEBHOCTB, KOTOpPas 3a OOHY Hefelllo Tak ee uamyyusa? OHa yXkKe [0CTaTOYHO 3HaMeHuTa. Bech
[Tapux 3HaeT ee uMs, royioc, faxe ee nuio. OHa ©Mesa B CBOEM PaCIOpPSKEHUN BCe CPefCcTBa
3aCTaBUTh TOBOPHUTH 0 cede ¢ Tex mop, Kak dyiie cTan B HEKOTOPOM Pofe ee CIYroH, BIJIOTh OO
ra3eTHHIX CTaTel U XUTPOYMHBIX crieTeH ®opTioH3. Eciiu ee MMS HAaYHYT 4aCTO YIIOMUHATh BMECTE C
MMeHeM APYyroro MyK4YMuHEL, KaK IIpopearupyer Ha 3To uMieparop? UHTepecHO y3HaTh!.. «Bcs
HMIIepaTOpPCKas reapaus BiaobieHa B Tebs!»— ckasana ®opTioHs. M KopBucap OTMETHII, YTO MOYTH
BCe MYKUMHEI YBJIeUEHH ee KpacoTou. ['ymno Obiyto OBl He UCII0JIb30BATh 9TO U He MOMBITAaThCS
IIPOHUKHYTH B TalHH cephla Hamorneona.

Ho, KoHe4HO, peub UEeT TOILKO O BUIUMOCTH, a He O IOAJIMHHON U3MeHe.

Korga Apkaguyc BoIes Ha LbIIIOYKax B KOMHATY, YTOOEI TOCMOTPETH, BCe JIK B MOPSIKE, OHA
BHE3aITHO YCTpeMuia Ha Hero 3ejieHbl OTOHb CBOMX I'JIas.

— 3TOT aBCTPHEL... 3TOT KHA3b, OH UTO, eIle 3[0eCh?

— Jla... koHeyHO! OH HAaCTOSTEIbHO IIPOCHUJ MEHS IIOJHATHCSA IIOCMOTPETh, HE HYKaeTeCh JIX BHL B
yeM-HUOYyIb, @ B TaHHBIM MOMEHT OH ITOfIBEPraeT JOKTOPa MPHCTPACTHOMY AOMIPOCY. A TOYEMY BB
CIIpallliBaeTe 0 HeM?

— [ToToMy 4TO OH ITPOSBUI OOIBIIYIO JTI00OE3HOCTE, a g He nobnarogapuia ero, Kak HaJaexkuT.
CpenaiiTe 3TO 3a MeHs, ApKaAlyC, ¥ CKaXuTe, UTO 3aBTpa A Oyay pajia IPUHSATH €TO0.

OueBunHo, 2KonMuBasb He 0XKuUIaa TakKou mMpockOrl. OH chenan OoJbIIue Tia3a.
— KoneuHo, s cgenalo 3To, HO...

MapuaHHa He fania eMy 3akKoHYUTh. OHa 3aphlack NOTTy0xKe B IIOCTENb U, JEMOHCTPATUBHO 3€BHYB,
TIOBEPHYJIach K HEMY CIIMHOM.

— CHOKOMHOI HOYM, OPYT MOM. MuTe OTOBIXaTh, BaM 3TO HEOOXOAUMO. YKe CIIUIIKOM MT03HO.
IelicTBUTENBHO, B OMKalied 1epKBYU MPOOUIIO0 MOJTHOYb.
W xemnaHue craTh Y MapuaHHBI COBCEM He OBITIO TPUTBOPHEIM.

busmascs B ee Kumax JINX0PAaKad MaJio-IIOMaJly IPUHOCH]IA OLEIIeHEHUE, IIPEAIIECTBYIOIIee
MHJIOCEPOHOMY 3a0BEHUIO CHA. 3aBTpa OHa IIPUMET aBCTpHIZHa, 6YI[GT mobe3Ha C HUM.

MoxeT ObITh, OH faxe OymeT paf MPeaIoKUTh el CBOI0 KapeTy [jis Bo3BpalleHus B [Tlapux? B
[Tapux, rme MapruaHHa MOYYBCTBYeT ce0st 3HAUKUTENIbHO YBepeHHee mepen 6UTBaMU, KOTOPHIE OHA
Hafjesnach BEIUTPATh V ABYX JIIOflel, 3aB/IafieBIINX ee XKU3HbI0: OUTBY 3a cBo6oxmy — ¢ dpaHcucoM
KpaumepoMm, 6uTBy 3a 11060Bb — ¢ HamoneoHoM.
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YKpenuBLIKNChH 9TOH MBIC/IbI0, MapraHHa 3aKphija Ila3a U MOrPy3uIach B 0€CIIOKONHEIH, TIOTHBIN
0eCCBSI3HBIX CHOBUIeHHUH cOoH. OOHAKO, CTPaHHOe [eJI0, HU UMIIepaTop, Hu ®paHCUC B HUX HE
TIOSIBUITACE. KOTa B pasrap OMHOTO My4YHTEIBHOTO KoIIMapa MapuaHHa 0TOMBaach B 3€JIEHOM afy
OT TSIHYBIIMXCS K HeW CepeOpHUCTHIX IyIablieB THAH, YbH BEHYHKHU IIPEBPAIaIiCh B YyIOBHUIIHEIE
TIaCTH, OHA XOTeJla KpU4aTh, HO HU OOWH 3BYK He MOT COPBAThLCS C ee Ty0.

W yeM spocTHEe OHa 3alluiliajia CBOIO XKU3Hb, TeM 0OJIbIle YCUINBAJIOCH OIIYIeHNe VAYIIbSI. Bapyr
3eJIeHble OKYHIJIU CTaJId PacTHU, IOGHSJIUCH [0 TOJIOBHL U €[Ba IIOKPHUIN €€, KaK IPeBPaTUIuCh B
IIOTJIOTUBIIINE €€ BOJIHHI OYILIYIOIero oKeaHa. Y MapraHHB HCCSIKJIU BCe CHUJIB], OHa Hayajla TOHYTS,
KOTZIa B 3eJIEHOBATOM r1Ty0rHe BO3HUKIIA Ybs-TO PyKa, KOTOPAs YBeIUYHBalIacCh, yBeITUYUBAIACh U,
B3S5IB €€ B Tellsloe 00bATHE, BOPYT BhIHECIA Ha CBEXKUI BO3MyX. M3-3a CBepKalolero ropu3oHTa
mosIBUJIach (pUrypa MyK4uHbL. MapuaHHa ToT4ac y3Hana f13oHa bodopa. OHa 3aMeTuia TakXke, 4YTO
OH CMOTPHUT Ha Hee CO CMeChI0 KaJloCTH U THeBa.

— [ToueMy BHI 10 TAKOM CTENeHU II00KUTe BCIKME Mepeapsaru? — CIpocui oH. — [Touemy?..
[Touemy?..

Tomoc ymanscs, cnaben oo 1enoTa, a 3aKyTaHHas B YepPHBIN IIall GUrypa 3akpyxKuiach,
3axBaueHHas BUXPEM, U IIpeBpaTUIach B yIeTaBIIyI0 K IypIypHOMY HeOy ITHILY.

MapraHHa ¢ KpEUKOM IIPOCHYJIach, BCS B cyie3ax. CBET B KOMHATe OBLT IOTYIIEH, ¥ OHA OCBeIlanach
TOJIBKO HOYHUKOM. CHapyxu 00JIbllle He JOHOCUIOCh HUYEro, KpOMe MOHOTOHHOTO IITyMa JOXK[sd,
OuBIIETO 0 CTEK/IaM U OpycyaTKe MOCTOBOH.

MapuaHHYy oxBaTHja JpoxKb. OHa BCS B3MOKJIa, HO TEMIlepaTypa 3aMeTHO yIasa.

YyBCTBYSI, YTO CPe[H BlaKHALIX IPOCTHHEN CHOBa HE YCHET, OHa BCTaja, cOpocuia ux, CTAHyIa
IPWIKIIIYIO K Telly pyOallKy, HaruinoM 3aBepHYJIach B Ofiesifia U, CKOJIb3HYB 10 TPOMafHYI0
KpaCHYIO [IEPUHY, PacTAHyJIach NpsAMO Ha MaTpace. OHa [aXe He B3IJIAHYJIa B CTOPOHY
CBepKalolero 6emu3Hoi aBopia. [lepekuThiil CTpaHHbBIM COH BEI3BAJ Y Hee UyBCTBO packasHus. OHa
yKe IaBHO He BCIIOMMHAaJIa aMepuKaHia. M ei BOpyr moKa3ajoch, YTO OHa Jierde nepeHecsa Ovl cBOU
TellepelllHue UCIIBITaHus, e/ ObI OH OBLT 3eCh, 100 HECMOTPS Ha BCe, UTO UX pa3fesisio, en
HpaBUJIach OKpyXKaBillasi ero aTMochepa CIIOKONHOU CUTIBI, CKJIOHHOCTHU K NIPUK/IIOUEHUSIM U OUTBaM,
maxke XOJIOMHOM JIOTUKHU peasiicTa, TaK OCKOpPOUBIIEH ee BHAYaIle.

C ropeKko# ynbIOKOM OHa IogyMala, YTO eMHCTBEeHHEIM MYKYKWHOM, C KOTOPHEIM, MOXKET OBITh, el
IEeNCTBUTEILHO MMOHPABUIOCH OB BO30YOUTh PEBHOCTh HamosneoHa, Obis1 uMeHHO f30H. Ho yBUOUT u
OHa ero Korpga-HuOymb? KTo MoXkKeT cKa3aTh, B KAKOM TOYKE 3eMHOTO IlIapa IIJILIBET ceidac ero HOBHIN
KpaCHBHIM KopaOib, KOpabiib, Jaxke UMeHH KOTOPOI0 OHa He 3HaeT...

Jlyyiie 6ymeT IOMbITaTHCS OOMbIlE He AyMaTh 06 3TOM.

Bnpoqu, OJIsd TOTO, 9YTO OHA 3aAyMalla, IIPEKPaCHO nmoymouaeT aBCTpI/IfICKI/II;I KHS3b... UJIX KTO YTOOHO
N3 ee IIOKJIIOHHUKOB.

TsxKeno B3OOXHYVB, MapI/IaHHa HaKOHEIl BHOBb YCHYIJIA.

Ho Ha 3T0T pas3 el cHuICS 60bII0M KOpadiib ¢ 6elbIMU TapyCcaMy, MYaBIINICS 110 BCTIEHEHHOMY
Mopio. Kopabib ¢ HOCOBOM (GUTYPOM, TTOBTOPSIBILIEN COKONMUHBIN ITpoduis A30Ha Bodopa.

I'nasa I1I. UMITEPCKA{A CBAIIbBA

CnenytomuM BeuepoM MapuaHHa BepHYyJIach JOMOY B KapeTe KHA3s1 Kiapu yHO AJIpUHTEH, OCTaBUB
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Apkanuyca pme 2KonuBajst 3aHUMaThCS JomagbMu. OHa elre He MpuIla B cedst mociie yKaCHOT0
IPUCTYTIa TUXOPAOKHU, SIBUBIIETOCS CIIEACTBHEM OBICTPOM €3[bl, OMHAKO OCTaBaThCs B KoMibeHe
On110 BRIIIE ee cul. OguH BUM OBOPIA CTaJI [JI Hee TAKUM HEeBRIHOCHMEIM, YTO OHA TOTOBA ObIIa
yexaTh XOTh BEPXOM ¥ IO JOXKIEeM, JTHUIIb Obl n30aBUTHCS OT THETYIEeH aTMocdepsl roposa, Tae ¢
CaMOTO0 PacCBeTa LI TONKU 0 OeCIpeleeHTHOM HapylleHnr HamoneoHoM IpoTOKOa.

Bupns ee BonHeHue, ApKaguyc IopaHbllle IPUCTYIIXAI K IIOMCKaM KapeThl, HO, IO TIPaBe rOBOPs, MY
He TIPUIITIOCh UATH Hajibllle ABOpPa rOCTUHULEL. Jleononbay Kiapu, KOTOpOTo UMIlepaTop yaepkKuBal
pu cebe M0 MPUOBITHS HOBOYM CYIIPYTH, CIIe0Bajio KaK MOXKHO CKOpPee I0macTh B [TapukK 1 BPyYUTh
nociny, Kus31o [IIBapiien6epry, HECKOJIBKO [eTell OT CBOero MOHapxa.

Y3HaB, 4TO OYapoBaTeNbHAs MEBUIA, YbS KPACOTa TAK BOCXUTHIIA €TO HaKaHYHE BEYEPOM, UIIET
KapeTy, 4ToOH BEPHYTHCA B [TapuXK, MBUIKUN aBCTPUEL IPHUILET B BOCTOPT.

— CkaxuTte MageMya3esib Mapun-CTasie, 4TO BCe MOe UMYIIEeCTBO U 51 CaM B €€ PaCIOpSIXKeHUH,
OMHOCTRIO! [IyCTh OHA MONMB3yeTCSA 3TUM, KaK el yTOgHO!

YacoMm no3xe MapuaHHa nokuaana KoMnbeH B 001IecTBe MOJIOAOTO AUILIOMaTa, TOrga Kak
2KonuBab B OBOJIbBHO MPaYHOM HaCTPOEHUU HaIlpaBUJICA Ha KOHIOLIHIO. OTKPOBEHHO IOBOPS,
BEPHHIM MeHTOP MapuaHHH OBIJT TPOCTO B 3aMeIaTeIbCTBE.

BHe3amHas CUMIIATHS, IPOSBIeHHAs MOJIONOM XEHIIUHOM K 9TOMY aBCTPHHIY, JaxKe HMEHU
KOTOPOI'0 OHA ellle BYepa He 3Halla, Ka3ajach eMy COBEpIIeHHO HeoObsICHUMOM. Bce HACTONMBKO He
IIOXOOHUJIO Ha 00BIYHOE MOBEeHKe IIOIOTIeYHOM, YTO OH HEBOJILHO CIIPAIIMBall ce0sl, YTO Ke KPOeTCs
B

CaMOM J[IeJi€ 3a 3THUM.

A B 370 BpeMs KapeTa Knapu Myanach 110 MOKPOMY JIeCy CHOBA IIOJI IOXKIeM, HalpaBisisich B [lapux.
IoXOb OTSITH TIOIIeNI HOYbl0, U HUUTO He MIpefiBellaio, YTO OH COOMpaeTCs MPEKPATUTHCS... YHBIIO0e
I'PsI3HO-cepoe He0o HKU3KO MOBKCIIO Haj 3eMJIel, HO HUKTO M3 CHIEBIINX B KapeTe He 3aMeyall 3TOro.
YTomnenHas MapuaHHa, 3aKyTaBIIKChH B O0IBIION YEPHBIH MJTalll, KOTOPHIH 2K0TuBab MPUHEC
YTPOM, U IPUCIOHUBIIKCH K MJIOTHOM CYKOHHOM 00MBKE, HEBUASLIMMY I'JTa3aMU CMOTPesia Ha [I0XKIb,
nepebupas B MaMsTH BYepallHue cOObITHSI. BHOBL OHa BUea BOCXHUINEHHOe K10 HamoneoHa, Korma
OH OTKPHII [IBEPITY KapeThl ¥ 00HAPYKUJI IIYXJIbIe IeKHN SPITePIOruHY 0l HeJIelbIMU IIEePhIMU apa.
BHOBb OHa BUfiela, C KaKOW HEKHOCTBIO OH IPOTSHYJI € pyKH, IOMOTas BEIUTH U3 KapeTHl B
Kommbene. [10Xab TOXe CIIOCOOEH BHI3BIBATH MMPU3PAKK. Y CETOMHSIIHEr0 uX OBIIO TOJIBKO [IBa, BCE
BpeMsi OHU # Te ke... YTo KacaeTcst Kimapu, To OH MOTYaIMBO CO3epIial TOHKUHM ITPoduib CBoeH
O71eIHOM OT YCTAJIOCTH CITyTHUIIE, CHHEBY IIO[ 3eJIeHbIMHU TJla3aMU, Ha KOTOPYIO OTOPaChIBAIU TAKyIo
BOJIHYIOIIYIO T€HDb MJIMHHBEIE YePHBbIe PECHHUIIbI, HAKOHEIl, COBEPUIEHHYIO KPacOTy ee PYK, 0COOeHHO
TO#, uTO 6€3 epyaTKku, nogo0dHo 6eToMy I[BETKY, IIOKOUJIach Ha TEMHOM TKaHU Iaiia. Y gumnnoMaT
HEe MOT CKDPHITh YIUBIIEHUS IIPU BU[E SBHOTO apUCTOKpaTU3Ma 3TOU meBullbl. HeaHaunTenbHas
WTaJIbsIHKA, TPOCTAsI aPTUCTKA TeaTpa C OCAHKOM T'epI[OTHHU, C PyKaMHu KOPOJIeBE? A KaK I'PYCTHA,
KaK 3arajjoyHa, CJIOBHO B I'TyOMHe ee cepflla CKphIBajlach POKOBas TaliHa!

Tyt 4T0-TO He Tak! [Ipennonaraemas TallHa UHTPUTOBaJjla €ro Tak e, Kak BOJIHOBajla KpacoTa
IIEBUILIEL.

910 nobyxKaano ero cobyofaTh B OTHOMIEHUY CIIyTHUIIE HEBEPOSITHYIO CIEePKAaHHOCTh. 3a Bce
IBafLaTh JIbe, YTO OHU MPOEXAJU APYT IPOTHUB APYTa, OH o0pallascs K Hel, TONbKO YTOOH!
YOOCTOBEPUTLCS, He XOJIOMHO JIU el U He XKeJlaeT JIU OHa OCTAHOBUTLCS, 3aMUpasi 0T BOCTOPra, Koraa
B OTBET OHa yJbl0anach eMy.

MapuanHa ¥ HeM3BeCTHBIN U3 TocKaHbI 36 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

U1 MapuaHHa 10 JOCTOWHCTBY OlLleHUJIa TaKOe II0BefeHre U Oblla TpU3HaTeIbHa eMy 3a 9TO.
Bripouem, He 6bIJI0 HUKAKOM HEOOXOAMMOCTH, YTOOBI OH CIIOBAMHU BHIPA3uJl BIleUaT/ieHHE, KOTOPOe
OHa IIpou3BeJia Ha Hero. Cepkle Ila3a MOJIOHOTO YeJIoBeKa JOCTaTOYHO KPaCHOPEYUBO FOBOPUIIM TO,
0 YeM MOJTYaJIu T'yOHI.

Korpa gyepes 3actaBy CeH-[lenu Bbexanu B [lapuxk, HOYb yXKe NaBHO HaCTymnua, HO Knapu Bce He
CITyCKaJl I'7la3 ¢ MapuaHHBHI, Jaxe KOT[a ee JIUI0 CTaJ0 TOIHKO CBETIIHIM IISITHOM B TEMHOTE KapeTHl.
OH cropai oT XKeJlaHus y3HaTh, TIe KUBET €T0 IpeKpacHas CIyTHUIIA, HO, BEPHBIN MIPUHITON UM
JIMHUY TIOBEJIeHU S, YIOBOJILCTBOBAJICS 3agBIEHUEM:

— Haur nyTs npoiifeT MEMO II0COJILCTBA. [IpoIly Baliero pa3pelneHusi, CyJaphiHs, IOKUHYTh BaC TaM.
A KapeTa OTBE3€eT Bac, KyZia BHI II0KeEJIaeTe.

Ero B3rmsay OblT TaK KpacHOPEYUB, YTO MapraHHa MOHSIa HEMOM BOIIPOC U JIYKABO YIIHIOHYIACH.

— Bbnarogapio Bac, KHS3b, 3a Ballly 11006e3H0CTh. A XKHBY B 0coOHsIKe ['AccenbHa Ha JIMIIbCKON
ynutie... ¥ 6ymy cYacT/ivBa IPUHSATE Bac TaM, €CJIM Y BaC MOSBUTCS JKejlaHWe HaBECTUTh MEHSI.

Kapeta ocranoBunach nepen aBCTPUUCKUAM II0COJIbCTBOM, PACIIOJIOKEHHBIM Ha ITePeKPECTKe YIIHI]
Mosn-bna#n 5 u [IpoBasnc.

[Topo30BeB OT BOJTHEHUS, JUIIJIOMAT CKJIOHUJICS K IIPOTSHYTOM pyKe U IpuxKar ee K rybam.

— Vxe 3aBTpa g 6yAy pag IPemioXUTh BaM CBOU YCIIYTH, CYOapbIHS, TOCKOJIBKY Bbl HACTOJIBKO
noOpEI, YTO pa3peuruny MHe 9T0. 2Kesaio BaM IIOJTHOTO BEI3IOPOBIEHMS!

MapuaHHa CHOBa yJbIOHYJIach, OLUIYTUB APOXKE ero ryd Ha cBoel pyke. OTHEIHE OHa yBepeHa B CBOel
BJIACTH Haf HUM, U 3Ty BJIaCTh OHa MCIIO/Ib3YET, KakK e OymeT yrogHo. [IoaToMy mOMOM OHa IIpuexana
C XOpOLINM 3apsioM ONITHMM3Ma. TaM OHa Hala Afenauny B kommnanuu ¢ ®options ['amerneH.

PacrmomoxuBIIucCs B MY3BIKAJIBHOM CaJIOHE, XKEHIMWHEL O2KMBJIECHHO 6omTany, KOTI'la BOIIIJIa MapHaHHa.
O4eBUOHO, OHU He XKMOaJlk, 4YTO OHa IIpueneT, u C U3YMJIEHHEM CMOTPEJIX Ha Hee.

M-uMm I'aMmernieH nepBas npuiina B cebs.

— INocnymai, oTKyfa TH B3sjlach? — BCKpHYasa oHa nogberas, YToObl OOHSTH MOAPYTY. — TH pa3Be
He 3Haelllb, YTO TeOs UIIYT yKe BTOPHIE CYyTKH?

— Mens umyT? — cnpocuiia MapuaHHa, CHUMAs Ijiall ¥ 6pocasi ero Ha M030JI0YEeHHYI0O paMy
6onbmion apdel. — Ho kT0? U 3aueM? Brl Ke TpeKpacHO 3Hau, Afleflanfa, 4To y MeHs fiefia B
IIPOBHHIINM.

— BoT uMeHHO! — ¢ BO3MYyIleHreM BOCKIMKHYJIa CTapas HeBa. — BBl IPOSBUIY B OTHOUIEHUN MEHS
YOUBUTENbHYIO CAEePKAHHOCTb, MOTHBUPOBAHHYIO, BIPOYEM, TEM, YTO BaC BhI3Ba/IK U3 [lapuxka
OKa3aTh YCIIyTy uMnepaTopy. Ho BbI MOXKeTe IIpeCTaBUTh MOE YAUBIEHUE, KOTHa BUepa Clofa
TIprexas MmocjaHel] 3TOr0 CaMOr0 UMIIepaTopa U MoTpeboBasl BaCc OT UMEHH ero BEeJIMYeCTBa.

MapwuaHHa KakK IMOOKOIIeHHas yrana Ha 0aHKeTKY y THAHWHO U MTOMHSJIA Ha KY3UHY OIIeI0OMIIeHHBIN
B3TJISAL.

— Ilocnauen umnepartopa?.. Bel roBopuTe, 4TO OH MeHs moTpeboBasn? 3aueM?

— Yro06rI meTh, KOHe4YHO! Pa3Be BhI He neBuIla, MapuaHHa ['AccenbHa? — co 371060# 6pocuna
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Apnenauna, BeI3BaB YIBIOKY y QOPTIOHI.

ITo BCceit BUGUMOCTH, B HOBOM XKU3HU MapruaHHK apUCTOKPATUYECKOU fIeBe 00IbIlle BCETO HE
HPaBUJIOCh OJJHO: UTO ee Ky3WHa NOJKHA MTeTh pajy CyIIeCcTBOBaHUs. YTOO IpepBaTh aTaky
Arnenaupsl, KpeoJska IIpucesa Ha 0aHKeTKY U JIaCKOBO 00HsIa TOAPYTY 3a MJIeYHu.

— §1 He 3Ha0, YeM ThHI 3aHUMAJaCh, ¥ He CIIPAIIKBAI0 O TBOMX CEKpeTax, — cKasasa oHa. — Ho omHo
IIOCTOBEPHO: BYEpa I'IaBHLIM IlepeMoHuiiMelicTep odunuanbHo npurnacui Tebs B KomnbeH, 4T00H
IIeTh TaM CETONHS Iepeq JBOPOM...

— Ilepen oBOpOM, B camoM fefe? My mepen uMmepaTpuIiei... u60 oHa yxKe UMIePaTPHIla, ThI
3Haems? CaMasi HaCTOSIAs UMIIePATPHUIlA, XOTS U 0O CBEPIIeHUs CBafeOHbIX IIePeMOHHUH, .a
MMEHHO... C IPOIIEeIIel HOYH.

— YT0 TH X0Yelb CKa3aTh? — CIPOCHIIa M-M ['amMesnieH, 00eCIIOKOEHHAS 9TOM BHE3AIMMHOM BCIILIIIKOM.

— Yto HamosneoH B3sJ1 TO# HOYBbI0O ABCTPUSUKY K ce0e B KpoBaTh! UTO OHU CIIAJId BMECTE, ThI
cawimuinb? OH He MOT JOXKOAThCS HU IpaXkmaHCKoro O6paka, Hu 6arocioBeHus KapauHana! OHa emy
TaK IOHPaBUJIaCh, UTO OH He MOT yAepxKaThCsA, — TaK MHe cKa3anu! U oH cMeerT... OH cMeeT
IIpHUKa3bIBaTh MHE SIBUTHCS IIETh Iepeq 3TOM XKeHIIuHoW! MHe, elle Buepa ObIBIIEN €TI0
BO3J1100JIEHHOM !

— W Bcerpga ocraroleics ero BO3M00/IeHHOM, — CIIOKOMHO mompaBuia OopTioHs. — Moe moporoe
OUTS, YSICHU ce0e XOPOIIeHbKO, YTO B TOM, YTOOBI CBECTH JIUIIOM K JIUITY JTI0O0BHHUIY ¥ 3aKOHHYIO
cynpyry, nis HamoneoHa HeT HU4Yero Hu 0CKOpPOUTEIbHOT0, HY Jaxke MPOCTO HEHOPMaJbHOT0. Mory
TeOe HallOMHUTH, YTO OH MHOTO Pa3 BriOupas cebe KpacoTok cpenu ekTpuc 2Ko3edhuHbl, 4TO Hallla
MMIlepaTpulla BEIHYXKIeHa Obl/la HeOOHOKPATHO allJIOOUPOBaTh MajeMya3enb 2KopxK, KOTOpPOH,
KcTaTu. HamoseoH momapui OpUyIIMaHTh, IIPUBOOUBIINE B BOCXUIIEHNE €T0 XKeHY, ¥ YTO Iepef
TBOMM IIOSIBIEHHEM He ObIJI0 HU OJHOTO IPUINYHOTO KOHIIepTa Ipu ABope 6e3 I'paccuuu. Y HaIero
KOPCHKAHCKOT'0 BeJIMYECTBA €CTh YTO-TO OT Cy/ITaHa. M y HEro siBHO IOSIBUJIOCH JKeJlaHKUe Ha0II0aaTh
TalKOM 3a TBOUM I10BefleHueM nepen nunoM Bernku. Ho ¢ Hero xBaTut u ['pacCcuHu.

— I'paccunu?

— Hy na, 'paccunu. [Tocnanern [[ropoka uMeJl IpuKa3: Ha CiIy4dal, ecjiu Beukou Mapuu — CTaIsl
He OKaXKeTCs [IoMa, IOCTaBUTh KO IBOPY 3Ty IEBUIY Ha rnopaxBaTe. TeOsi He OBUIO 3[1eCh, TaK YTO
HeoOBbaTHas [IXXu3enuHa MoJIKHa cerogHs neTh B KomnbeHe. 3aMeTh, Ha MOU B3I, 3TO B
oIpefesIeHHOM CMEICJIe JIy4llle: Belb PeYb UMET O Iy3Te C yKacHHM KpecaHTHHU, TI0O0MMEIM
KaCTpaTOM ero BeIM4ecTBa. Tl BO3HEHaBUeNa C IePBOro B3TIIAAa 9TO Pa3MalleBaHHOe 4y4enlo, a
'paccunn oboxaeT ero. Ckaxy 00JbIlle, OHa BOCXUIAETCS UM, KaK OBEPUYMBO BOCXUIIIAETCS BCEM,
yeMy OKa3blBaeT 4yecCTh HamoneoH, a oH Harpaguil Kpecautvau opaesoM [loueTHOro nerunoHa!

— {1 HeBOJIBHO CIIpamuBai ceds: 3a 4T0? — pacCessHHO cKa3aja MapuaHHa.
BEPHYTHCS
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Temnepernsas mocce o' AHTEH.

DOpPTIOHS PACcX0X0Talach, Pa3pPsOUB CBOMM CMEXOM aTMocdepy.
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— Bort 910 u 3a0aBHel Bcero! Korga rpaCCI/IHI/I 3aJaIn 3TOT BOIIPOC, TO OHA BIIOJTHE CEPBE3HO
oTBeTHNa: «BhI 3a0BIBaeTE 0 IIepeHEeCEHHBIX UM CTpaI[aHI/IHX!»

Apenauna, 3a0BIB pa3MOJIBKY, 9XOM OTBETHIIAa Ha CMeX KPeOJIK1, HO MapraHHa OrpaHUYMIach
ynbI6Koit. OHa pa3MBIIUISTIA U, B3BECHUB BCe, He co4yia ceOs HeTOBOIbHOM TE€M, YTO OTCYTCTBYET IIpH
nBope. OHA He MOTJIa IPeCTaBUTh ce0s mesanlei peBepaHC Iepefl «APyTroi»y MoJaollel PeIIuKy
nJist m0O0BHOTO Ay3Ta HEKOeMY MOo001Ui0 MyKUUHEI, KOTOPHIM 663 CBOEI0 HCKITIOYUTENIBHOT0 Iojioca
OBIJI CMEIIIOH U JKaJIOK.

K ToMy ke oHa Oblla CIMIIKOM XKEHIIMHON, YTOOH He HafnesaThCs Ha 03a0oueHHOCTh HamoneoHna B
CBSI3U C ee OTCYTCTBHEM. B cylrHocTH, Tak faxe nyu4iie. Korga ToT, KOro oHa JII00UT, YBUOUT €€
CHOBa, OHa Oy[eT PSImOM C MYyKYKUHOM, CIIOCOOHBIM BO30YIUTh B HEM HEKOTOPYIO TPEBOT'Y, HOIYyCKas,
YTO OHa 00JlaflaeT peabHOM BIACThIO BEI3BATh €e. OHa HEBOJIBHO YIRIOHYIACh IPU 3TOM MBICIH, YTO
BEI3BAJI0 Y QOPTIOH3 pa3ouyapoBaHHOE 3aMeydaHue.

— Camoe npusiTHOe, MapuaHHa, 3TO TO, YTO Te0e MOXKHO TOBOPUTH O YeM YT'OOHO, COBEPIIEHHO He
IIpUBJIEKasl TBOero BHUMaHusA. O 4yeM THI elrle ayMasa?

— He o yeMm, a o koM. U koHeuHO, 0 HeM! CaiuTech, moxkKasnyicra, BE 00€e, 1 pacCKaxy BaM, 4YTO i
Ienana 3Ty ABa gHA. Tonbko pagu Bora, Amenanpa, opraHu3yiiTe MHe 4ero-HUOyOb, 1 yMUpPaio OT
ronofa.

HabpocuBmuch C yIUBUTEILHOM [I7I TAKOMH, ellle Buepa BeuepoM OO0JIbHOM KeHIIWHB 9Hepruei Ha
OOMIbHBIN Y2KUH, CJIOBHO I10 BOJIIEOCTBY MOCTaBIeHHEIN Afeauoi u3 Kyxuu, MapuaHHa
pacckasajia CBoe IPUKJIIoUeHue, 103a00TUBIIKNCH YMOJIYaTh 000 BCEM, YTO OBIJIO ITeYaIbHBIM MU
npuckopOHEIM. OHa ITOBECTBOBaIa O CBOel 6e3pacCyIHOM BhlJIa3Ke C TOPLKUM I0MOPOM, KOTOPHIHN He
3aCTaBUJI CMeSATLCS ee clyllaTe/lbHUll. QOpPTIOHS BHITJIAEIA faXkKe CIUIIKOM MpayHOU, KOTrha OHa
3aKOHYUIIA.

— Ho B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, — 3aMeTHJia OHa, — BO3MOXKHO, TO CBUIaH¥e OBIII0 BaKHBIM? ThI MOTJIa XOTS
Orl mocnath Tyna 2Konuans.

— ¢ 3Hal0, HO MHe He X0TeJIOCh Pa3IydyaThCs ¢ HUM. & yyBCTBOBasa ce0sl TaKOM HeCYaCTHOM, TaKON
OKKUHYTOM. M 3aTeM, s 0CTaloCh pu yOeXKIeHuH, YTO 3TO Oblja 3amagHs.

— Tem Goee HyKHO ObLIIO B 3TOM YOEIUTHCS. A €ClT TaM XKAaJl TBOH... MyXK?

BOU;apI/IJ'IaCB THIIHWHA, 1 MapHaHHa IIOCTaBHIIa 06paTHO Ookai, u3 KOTOpOTro COGI/IpaJ'[aCB IIUTHh, HO TaK
HEJIOBKO, YTO OTOMIIa HOXKKY. HpI/I BHIE TOTO, KaK OHa BHE3aIHO Io0IeqHeNna, q)OpTIOHS IIoZKaJeja O
CBOHX CJIOBaX.

— Ho 3T0 TONBKO IIpennonoxXeHue, — noOaBuila OHa JTaCKOBO.

— KoTopoe BmonHe Moriio mogTBepauThesi! M Bce-Taku st He MOTy ce0e MpeCTaBUTh, [JIs Y4eTr0 OH
MoT OBl BBI3BATh MEHS TyMa, B IOJTyPa3pYIIEeHHbIN 3aMOK, U, PU3HAIOCH, 5 JaXe He AyMalia O HeM.
Ckopee 0 Tex JTIOfSX, KOTOPHIE yKe OOHAaXK/IbI IIOXUTUIN MeHs. YTo XKe Teleph AenaTh?

— IIpexme Bcero, ¥ HEMe[IJIEHHO, ITIOCTABUTh B M3BECTHOCTh DyIre u oxunath. KakoBa Obl HU OBl
IIPUYKHA IOMBITKY 3aBjIeUb TeOsI, TOBYIIKA UK JeHCTBUTENIPHO CBUaHNE, ICHO KaK BoXui IeHb,
YTO YTO-TO CHOBa 3aTeBaeTcsd OgHaKo B 1I000M ClIydae — II03BOJIb IT03PaBUThL TEO0S.

— C yeMm?
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— C 3aBoeBaHUEM aBCTpI/II;II.Ia. Haxkonerll-to Tel peniniace CiiegoBaTh MOMM COBETAM, M 1 BOCXHUIIIEHA
STHUM. YBUOUIIIL, HACKOIbKO JIerye IMIePpEeHOCUTh HEBEPHOCTE MY2KYHMHEI, KOT'Id IO pYKOfI €CTb ;:[pyroﬁ.

— He Topomuch Tak, — CMesiCh, 3alIPOTECTOBaa MapruaHHa. — 1 HUUyTh He COOMPAIOCh OTHATh
KH$310 KiTapy MecTo 3aMeCTHTeIs, a TPOCTO X0Uy IT0Ka3aThCS BMECTe C HUM. BUOUINE T, MeHS
OoJbIIIe BCETO MHTEPECYeT B HEM eT0 aBCTPUICKOE MPOKUCX0oXneHne. MHe KaxkeTcs 3a0aBHEIM BOTUTh
Ha ITOBOKE COOTEUEeCTBEHHMKA HAIeH HOBOM IIPABUTEIbHUITE!

®opTiOH3 ¥ Aflenana OPYXKHO PACCMESITIUCE.

— A oHa melCTBUTENbHO TaK 6€300pa3Ha, Kak MOTOBAapUBAIOT? — OXKHUBIIEHHO CITPOCHUTIA M-JTb
n'AccenbHa, He IlepecTaBast TAKOMUTHLCS IPUTOTOBIIEHHBIMH [IJISI €€ KY3UHEI IIyKaTaMHu.

HOHYSaKprB rjaasa, MapHaHHa IIOMOJI4aJjia, CJIOBHO IIBEITASACE JIYYIlIe IIPEACTABUTH cebe U0
«CaMO3BaHKH».

[TpeneOpexeHre UCKPUBUIIO HEXKHYIO AYTY €€ pPTa B YABIOKY, OTPA3UBIIYIO IIOMJIMHHYIO CYTh €€
JKEHCTBEHHOCTH.

— Be3obpasna? He To 4ToOHI... YecTHO roBOps, S HE CMOT'Y CKa3aTh BaM TOYHO, KakKoBa oHa. OHa...
HUYeM He BHIeNIsIeTCs Cpenu Apyrux!

— Bepunii Hanoneon, — nuueMepHo B3poxHynna PopTioH3. — OH He 3aciyxui atoro! Huyem He
BBIJIETISIONIASACS CPeNy APYTUX XKEeHIIMHA [T HEeT0, KOTOPBIi JIIOOUT TOJIbKO UCKITIOYHUTEIbHOe!

— 9T0 ppaHITy3Hl, €CITU BEl XOTUTE 3HATh MOe MHEHME, He 3aCTyKUIN 3TOro! — BCKpHUUaia
Apnenaupa. — 'abcOyprka He IPUHECET UM HUYET0, KpoMe Topsi.

— Ho ux Bup He MogTBEePKIaa 3TOT0, — 3aMeTusia MapuaHHa. — Bel OBl CITBIIIATN UX
IIPUBETCTBEHHLIE KPUKY Ha ynullax KomnbeHa!

— B KomMmnbeHe MOXKeT ObITh, — 3aAyMuuBO oTBeTHIIa POpTIOH3. — OHU He u36a0BaHEI
TPaHOMO3HBIMY IPUABOPHLIMY CIIEKTAKIIIMHU, 38 UCKITI0YEHUEM 0XOTHI. HO YTO-TO MOJCKA3kIBAET, UTO
[Tapux He OyHeT TaKUM IBUIKUM. [IpubkITHE 3TOM ABCTPUSYKY BHI30BET SHTY3Ma3M pa3Be YTo B
HEIIPUMHUPUBIINXCS Cajl0HaX, KOTOphie BUAAT B Hell HeMe3uny KopcukaHIla u aHTrena-MCTUTENS
Mapuu — AuTyaHeTTH. Ho Hapon manek oT BocxullleHus. Bexab oH moknousncs 2Ko3eduHe u OTHIONb
He Mo0uT ABCTpuIo. M 51 He Bepio, YTO 3TO U3MEHHUTCS M3-3a YI'PHI3EHUM COBECTH.

B cnepyroiuii mOHeAETbHUK, 2 allpesis, TS/ Ha 3aM0THUBINYIO TIomanb Cornacus TOMIy,
MapuanHza nogymana, uto QopTIOHS MMesla J0CTaTOYHEIE OCHOBAHUS [JIs1 CBOMX CJIOB. JTO OBLIA
TIPA3OHUYHO OfieTas TOJNa, HapsgHas, 6eCIIOKOMHAs, HO HeJh3s OBLI0 Ha3BaTh €€ PAfIOCTHOM.
Oxwupast TpuOHITHS CBafeGHOT0 KOPTEkKa CBOET0 UMIIEPATOPa, OHA PACTSIHYJIACh Ha BCIO [IUHY
Enmuceickux mojiel, CTpyauIach MeXMIy YTIOBHIMYU IITAHOAPTaMH IIJIOIIAIH, TPUKaAIach K CTeHAM
Me6eIbHOr0 CKJIaia ¥ MOPCKOM rOCTHHHUIIE, OOHAKO B HEH He OIIYIIalioCch PAfOCTHOTO BO30YXKOEHUS
60JbIIOTO TPa3aHUKA.

[Toroma Bce-TaKu pasTyisiachk. [IpUBOOUBIINY B OTYASHUE HETIPEPHIBHEIM J0KIb, HABCETHa,
Ka3ajoch, 000CHOBaBIIMiiCcS BO PpaHINY, Ha PacCBETe BHE3AIHO NTpeKpaTuics. BeceHHee COHIle
Pa30THAJIO TY4YH M IPKO CBEPKAJIO Ha XOPOIIIO BEIMEITOM Hebe, Ha roTy0nu3He KOTOPOTO BEIPE3ajuCh
HaOyXIIKe MMOYKK KAIITAaHOB. ITO A0 BO3MOXKHOCTH IIHIIIHOMY PACIIBETY COTIOMEHHBIX U
YKpaIlleHHBIX IIBeTaMU LMUISIIIOK Ha T0JI0BKAX IapWXKaHOK, (PPAKOB HEKHEIX TOHOB U CBETIIHIX
TIAHTAJIOH Ha UX CIyTHUKAX.
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MapuaHHa yIeI0OHYIach IPYU BUAE 3TOM pMapKU U3SIIECTBa.
[Toxoxe, 4TO MapuKaHe PEIINIIU IT0Ka3aTh HOBOIPUOLIBILIEH, KaK BO OpaHIMU YMEIOT OfleBaThCH.

PacnonoxuBmucey ¢ ApKkaguycoM B CBOeH KapeTe, 0CTaHOBJIEHHOU Ilepef OOHOU U3 Jiolmafgei Mapnu
6, MapuaHHa paccMaTpuBala IIpa3fHUYHbIE YKpalleHus. Oary 1 MoKy ObUIM IIOBCIOAY, BIJIOTh
no pyk Tenerpada r-uHa Illamma, ycCTaHOBIIEHHOT'0 Ha Kphillle MOPCKOM TOCTUHULIEL. TIOUTbPUMCKTE
PeLIeTKH MO30JIOTHIN 3aHOBO, U3 (POHTAHOB OMI0 BUHO, ¥, YTOOBI KAXKIBIH MOT MIPUHSTH y4acTHe B
MMIIEPATOPCKOM CBagb0e, oM NePeBhIMU KOPOJIEBCKOTO ITOABOPHST B TE@HHU OOJIBIITNX ITOJIOCATHIX
KpacHO-OeThIX TEHTOB PACKUHYIUCh TUTAaHTCKUe OecraTHble 6ydeThl. Bce BOKPYT OOIIMPHON
IJIOL[AfH, BIIJIOTH IO KaMIOK C alleIb,CMHOBHIMY [IEPEBbSIMHU, YBEIIAaHHBIMU APKUMHU IJIOAaMH, OBII0
IIOJTHOCTBIO TOTOBO K BeuepHei unnmoMuHaluu. CKopo, Koraa cBageOHas 1iepeMoHus Oynet
IIPOUCXOTUTD B OOJIBIIIOM KBAagpaTHOM 3ajie JIyBpa, BepHEIE MTOAJaHHEIe UMIIEpaTOpa CMOT'YT 31eCh
checTh 1o xkenauuio: 4800 mamTeTos, 1200 s361k0B, 1000 cemen 6aparka, 250 uHmoIek, 360
KaIlJTYHOB, CTOJIBKO Ke HBITIIAT, 0K0j10 3000 Konbac ¥ MHOXKECTBO UHBIX SICTB.

— Ceropns BeuepoM, — B3oxHY1 2KoIMBaib, JeJIMKAaTHO BTATUBasA B cebs MOHIOMKY Tafaka, — UX
BeJINYecTBa OyIyT MIPaBUTh OIbSHEBIIEN U 000KpaBIIeics TOIIOM.

Mapranna npomosnyana. JTa aTMochepa spMapKu pa3BiieKalla ee U B TO Ke BpeMs pa3fpaxara.
[Toutu Be3ne Ha EnuceiicKux Moisix BUOHETNCH MIECTH C IPH3aMU Ha BepXyIIKaxX, BCEBO3MOXKHEIE
aTTPAKIMOHKI, OTKPHITEE CLIEHHI [J151 TeaTPaIbHBIX IIPeCTaBlIeH!l, TUTaHTCKuUe IIaTu U OpyTrue
pas3BlieYeHus, C IOMOIIbI0 KOTOPHIX ITapyuKaHe CO BUepalTHero JHS MbITaluCh 3a0bITh, YTO UM
HaBs3a/Id HeXeJaTelbHylo uMiepaTpuily. [10BCiofy, Kak Bo3Jie UX KapeThl, TaK ¥ BOKPYT OPYTHX,
IIPUEXaBIINX CIOfa, CIBIIATNCh 0KUBJIEHHEIE IEPECYOb], T03BOISABIINE Y3HATh IOOINHHOE
HacTpoeHUe napuxkaH. Hu nyis Kkoro He Ob110 60JIbIIIE CEKPETOM TO, YTO MPOU30ILI0 B KoMnbeHe, 1
BCe 3HaJIK, YTO ceiiyac HamoseoH noBegeT K anTapio XKeHIKUHY, C KOTOPOU OH yXKe Hefeslio Clal,
XOTS TpaXkKOaHCKWi Opak ObLI 3aKJII0UeH TOJIbKO HaKaHyHe B CeH-Kiy.

Hactynun nongeHs, U MyliKa rpeMesia yxke JoOphX rmoiadyaca. B caMoM KOHIE ellle TIOYTH OeBCTBEHHO
YUCTOU NEepPCHeKTUBL EnncencKux nojey, OKaiMIEHHBIX HEJKHOU 3€JIeHbI0 KalllTaHOB, COJTHEUHBIE
JTy4u OTBECHO Tafaly Ha TUTAHTCKYI0 TpuyMdaabHYI0 apKy U3 IepeBa U PacKpalleHHOro I0JIOTHA,
IIOCTPOEHHYIO C BEIMKUM TPYIOM, YTOOBI 3aKPHITh IajIeKO He 3aKOHUYEHHbIH MOHYMEHT BO CJIaBy
Benukou Apmun. Y mog BeCEHHHM COIHIIEM OHa MMeJjla JOBOJIBHO IPUIUYHBIM B, 9Ta
«3aMeCTUTEIbHUIIa», C Pa3BeBaOIIMMUCS 3HaMeHaMu, TPUOUTHIMY IIJIOTHUKAMU HaBEPXY, C
ropenbedamu Mo 60KaM U C HaAIuChio, KoTopas mpoBo3rnamiana: «< HATIOJIEOHY U MAPUU-JIYU3E
TOPO[I TTAPMXK». 9TOT HauBHLEIY 9HTYy3ua3M 3abaBeH, mogyMana MapuaHHa, KOT7ia U3BECTHO,
CKOJIbKO TpeOOBaHUM ¥ BCEBO3MOXKHBIX BOJIHEHUH COIPOBOXKIAIO CTPOUTENIHCTBO apKu. [IpaBma, B
9TOM U 3aKJ/IH4anach MUKAHTHOCTE cuTyanuu. Ho Bungets psagoM uMeHa Hanoneona u Mapuu-JIyusel
He [0CTaBJIsAJI0 HU MaJleIero yooBoJibCTBUA MapuaHHe.
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Ckynbntypsl ['mnsoma Kycty Ha nmomanu Cornacus B [Tapuxe.

Ha BceM myTH cliefoBaHUs UMIIEPATOPCKOTO KOPTeXka TPeIeTaly ajble Mephbs Ha BHICOKUX MEXOBHIX
IIanKax IPeHaIepoB rBapauy, CMEHSBIINECS YePHBIMU KMBEPAMU C 3eJIeHO-KPACHBIMU CyJITaHAMM
ctpenkoB. Hap [TapuxkeM mopxaja MecHs, HEIIPEPLIBHO MIOBTOPsSieMasi PacCPeI0TOYEHHEIMHU ITOBCIOTY
opkecTpaMu. ITo Obisia «['Ie MoXKeT ObITH JTydllle, YeM B JIOHE CEMbHU...» 7, U OHa ObICTPO Habua
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MapuaHHe 0CKOMUHY. BEIGOp ee B meHb, Korga HamoneoH couetancs 6pakoM ¢ ImIeMsSHHUIeH
Mapuu-AHTyaHeTTH, OblT 60JIee YeM CTPAHHEIM... [la ele aKKOMIIAaHUPOBABIIKE el IYIIeYHEIe
BBICTPEJIHL. ..

Bopyr pyka Apkaauyca B CBETJION 3aMIIeBOM IlepyaTKe KOCHY/Iach pyku MapruaHHH.

— He gBuraiiTech, a TmaBHOe — He 060payuBaiTECh Pe3K0, — MpolIenTan oH. — Ho s xoTen 6k,
YTOORI BBl OCTOPOKHO ITOCMOTPEJIH Ha KapeTy, KOTopas MPUCTPAUBAETCs PSIOM C Halllei. BHyTpu ee
CHU[IST XKeHIUHA ¥ MyXKYKMHa.

Kak u s, BB JIETKO y3HaeTe XKeHIUHY, HO MyKYKiHa MHe He 3HaKOM. [[06aBiIio, 4YTO y HEro
HagMeHHOe JINII0, OYeHb KPaCHBOEe, HECMOTPS Ha IepeceKaloluil IeByI0 Ky 1IpaM, TOHKUH, KaK
JIe3BUe IINary...

LleHo# GombInoro ycunusi MapraHHe yaanoch OCTaThCsl HETIOABUKHOM, OMHAKO 2K0IuBab
IIOYYBCTBOBaJI, KaK 3afpoxkana ee pyka. OHa caesaia BUJ, CIIOBHO OIUTEIbHOE OXUaHUE
cBapieOHOTO KOpTexka el HaCKy4usio. 3aTeM, OYeHb MeJJIeHHO, OYeHb eCTECTBEHHO OHA ITOBEpPHYIa
TOJIOBY POBHO HACTOJIbKO, YTOOKI COCETHSSI KapeTa Iomala B Iojie ee 3peHusi. ITO OBIT KEJIThIH C
YepPHBIM KaOpHUOJIeT, COBEPIIEHHO HOBHIM U OUEeHb 3JIeTAaHTHBIN, Ha KOTOPOM BHOHEIIOCH KJIEHMO
Kennepa, macTepa-kapeTHuKa ¢ Enuceiickux mojei. B HeM HaxXOOuIuCh OBe 0COOH.

B moxwuion xXeHIHe, TPEBOCXOMHO OIeTON B UePHBIN OapXaT C MEXOM KyHHUIIbl, MapuaHHa 06e3
oco0oro ynuBiieHus y3Haa CBOero craporo Bpara — ®anmon — KoponeBckyio JIunuio, HO ee
CITyTHUK Cpa3y ke MPUKOoBal K cebe B3I MOJIONOM KEHIIUHE, ¥ ee cepAlle 3a0uioch C
nepe6osiMU, — He OT HEOXKHUIOAHHOCTH, a OT HEIIPUSATHOTO OIIyIIeHus, 6JIM3KOr0 K OTBPAIIEeHHUIO.

HWmeHHO TakuM IpefncTaBisna oHa Ppancuca KpanMepa 1mo onucaausam 2KomuBans.

Ha 3TOT pa3 HUKaKUX COMHEHMUIA: 9TO OBIJT TOYHO OH, a HE IPU3PaK, POOUBIIUNCS B €€ B3BOJTHOBAHHOM
13-3a CTpaxa Iepeq IpeMbepol BooOpaxenuu. [lepeq MapruaHHON CHOBA MPEACTAIH CITUIIKOM yXK
6e3yKOpU3HEHHEIe YePTHI C 3aCTHIBIIUM BhHIPAKeHNEM BeUHOM CKYKH, YIIPSMBIN 7100, HEMHOTO
TSIKEJIOBATHIM MTOIO0POMIOK B CKIafKaxX BEICOKOT'O MYCIIMHOBOTO TAJICTyKa, 6€3yIpeyHoe U3SIIECTBO
CUJIBHOTO TeJla, 130aBJIeHHOr0 OO CHX IIOP OT MOJIHOTHI 6J1arofaps HHTEHCHUBHLIM 3aHSITUSM CIIOPTOM.
KocTiom ero siBisin co60¥ IUBHYIO CEPO-TONYy0Yyi0 CUM(OHUIO, ITPOPE3aBILYIOCS TEMHOU HOTOH
yepHOTro 6apXaTHOTO BOPOTHHUKA.

— OueBUAHO, OHU CIEOUNIM 3a HaMu, — IpolrenTtas 2KonuBaab. — ['0TOB IPUCATHYTh, YTO OHU 3[EChH
TOJIBKO M3-3a Hac! ITocMoTpuTe-Ka, KaK 9TOT YEIOBEK CMOTPUT Ha Bac! 9TO OH, He Tak Ju?.. ITO...
Balll MyX?

— Ila, 3T0 OH, — IPU3HAJIA OHA YIUBUTEJIHHO CIIOKOWHBIM TOHOM, ECJIM Y4eCTh OyIIeBaBIIyiO y HEE B
rpynou Gypio.

HapMeHHEBIN, MCTIOJTHEHHBIM Tpe3peHUs B3I MapuaHHbEl CKPECTHUIICS CO CTaIbHBIM 0JIECKOM TI'Jia3
dpancuca 1 ycTosI.

OHa c ygoBneTBOpeHHueM 00HapyXKuja, YTO, HaXOASCh JIUILIOM K JIAIYy C HUM, BIIOJIHE PeasibHBIM,
IIOCENIUBIINICS B HEY NOCJIe ero MOSIBJIEHNUS B TeaTpe MyUYHUTENNbHBEIY CTpax paccesncsd. OHa HU4ero
Tak He 00s71ach, KaK OIaCHOCTH HEONpeeIeHHOM, CKPHITOM U YCKOJIb3aloImiel. Hen3BeCTHOCTh
Iapajn30Baja ee, Torga Kak 60f ¢ OTKPHITHIM 3a0pajioM ITO3BOJISIT e MOOUIN30BaTh BCE CBOU CHIIHL.
Y Hee Ob17I0 6OJIBIIIE YEM HOCTATOYHO IPUPOIHOM XxpadpocTu, 4ToOH 6e30053HEHHO BCTPeYaTh Bpara
P JTI00BIX 00CTOSITETHCTBAX.
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Ona maxe OpOBbIO HE TTOBeJIa B OTBET Ha HAaCMeITUBLIe YIbIOKH PpaHcrca U ero ciyTHUIlEL. OHa He
yOUBUIACh, BCTPETUB UX BMECTe U YBUMEB OOEeTOM, KaK TePLIOTHHS, Y2KaCHYI CTapyXy U3 TaBepPHbI
«2Kene3Hbl YeI0BeK». ApKaguyC yKe JaBHO OMMCHIBaJI €l BCEBO3MOXKHbBIE IIePEBOIIOIEHNS
ObIBIIEel naHcuoHepKU «OJeHbero nmaBuiboHa». OHa 3Haja ee Kak OeCIIPHUHIUIIHYIO, OYeHb OMTaCHYIO,
XOPOIII0 BOOPYKEHHYI0 0c00y, TOTOBYIO Ha Bce: CBoeoOpa3Hyio caMKy [IpoTes, Tak 4To MapruaHHa He
Onl1a 661 0COOEHHO yAMUBIIEHA, BCTPETHB €€ B OMHOM U3 3asioB Tiounbpu. Ho oHa He coOupamnach
o0CyXk[aTh CBOH feJia B mpucyTcTBuu OaHIoH. XOTd U He 3Hala, KakKuM 4ygoM ®paHCuC yCTaHOBUI
CB$I3b C [1e30pMO U 00 KaKOW CTEIIeHU JOBEPHUIICA €l B TOM, YTO KacajoCh UX IIPEKHUX
B3aHMOOTHOIIEHHUH.

MapwuaHHa OblJIa TOCTAaTOYHO CaMoIi00uBa, YTOOE HE CMUPUTLCS CO BTOPXKEHUEM B ee JIUYHYIO
JKUM3Hb KEHIIUHBI, 3aKJIeiMeHHOU PyKoH nanada. Y mMOCKOIBKY C CylleCcTBaMU IMOAOOHOTO pofa
HUKOTa HeNb3s NpefyrafaTh, KakKoBa OyeT uX peakuus, Mojofas XKeHIIMHa pelInia OTCTYIUTh,
KaK HU BENTUKO OBITIO ee XKeJlaHKWe ITOKOHYUTD pa3 ¥ HaBCerja C JopaoM KpanMepom.

OHa yXe HarHynach, 4ToObl IpuKa3aTh ['pakxy-I'aHHUOATY, KOTOPEIY BaXKHUYaJ B HOBOU JIUBpee Ha
CBOEM CHUJIeHbe, Pa3BEPHYTHCS ¥ OTBE3TH €e JOMOM, KOTfja Beplia 0TBOpUiach u mosisuics Opaucuc.
C mnsmo# B pyKe, OH IIO3I0POBAJICS C IeP3K0 MPUTBOPHBEIM yYBaKEeHUEM:

— Mory nu s HafesaTbCs, YTO MOM 3HAKK HUXKAUIIEro yBaxkeHus OyayT 071ar0CKJIOHHO IPUHSTH
KopoieBou [lapuxka? — CIPOCUJI OH HETIPUHYXKAEHHO.

®paHcuc yneibancs, HO yiar0Ka He 3aTparuBajia ero OKaMeHEeBIINX T'la3, KOTOPHIE B YIOP CMOTPeNu
Ha MOJIOAYIO XeHIIHUHY, CUIbHO M00IeMHEBINYI0 IO CHPEHEBOH IIeIKOBOH MIIANKON ¢ 0ok
BYyaJIbl0, TaK TaPMOHUPOBABIIEH C €€ M3SIITHEIM TyaJIeTOM.

BHICTPHIM JBUKEHMEM PYKU OHa yhepKasia Apkaguyca, yke 6pocUBLIET0CS, YTOOBI OTTOJIKHYTh
HEe3BaHOT'0 I'OCTS.

— OcTaBbTe, OAPyT MOU! ITO MOe Aeno.

3aTeM CTPOrMM T'0JI0COM, B KOTOPOM TOJIBKO JIETKasl XPUIIOTa BhIJaBalla ee YyBCTBA, OHA CITPOCHIIA:
— Y10 BaM yrogHo?

— 4 yXe cKa3aj: 3aCBUIETENILCTBOBATL MO€E TIOUTEHHUE ST HEMHOTO IIOTOBOPHUTD, €CJIM BBl COTJIACHH.

— 4 He cornacHa, — HafiMeHHO oOopBasia ero MapraHHa. — EcCju BHI [TOj1araeTe, YTo ¥ Bac eCTh UTO
CKa3aTh MHE, HalUIINUTE TOCTIoOAuHY fe 2K0onuBaiio, KOTOPHIY B35y Ha ce6s1 MO0 KOPPECIIOHIEHIUIO 1
npueM nocetutenei. OH COOOIMIXT, KOTHA S CMOTY IIPUHATE Bac. [locpenu TONIH He BEOyT
IeperoBopoB. Mou agpec...

— 4 3Halo Balll agpec U g MOJIbIIEH, YTO BEl IIpeANoYnTaeTe o4apoBaHue 6eceqrl ¢ a3y Ha a3, HO
sl HalIOMHIO BaM, Joporasi, — B roynoce ®paHcuca 3By4ajia HaCMeIIKa, — YTO HUTHE He YyBCTBYEIllb
TAKOTO YeIUHEHU s, KaK cpenu O0JIbIION TOJIIH, a 3Ta YBEIMUYUBAETCS C KaXKOBIM MIrHOBeHUeM... OHa
yKe HaCTOJIbKO Hac CXKaJjla, YTO BEIOPAThCS OTCIOfla He MPEeICTaB/IseTCs BO3MOXKHEIM, ITI0Ka OHA He
paccocetcs. boiock, 4TO Bonel-HEBOJIEN BaM IIPUETCS BEITEPIIETh MOe IIPUCYTCTBHUE. Tak He nydlie
71 Oy[eT IOTOBOPUTH O HAIIUX Oeflax?

Tonma melcTBUTENIBHO CTajla TaKOM IJIOTHOM, YTO KapeTa, KakK, BIIPoYeM, U [pyTHe, IIpuexaBIine Ha
TIJIO0IIafb, HE MOTJIa COBUHYTHCS C MecTa. Pasfarommuecs: CO BCEX CTOPOH I'0JI0Ca, CIIMBAIOIINECS
BMECTe CO 3ByKaM¥ OPKECTPOB B CIIJIOLIHOM IIIyM, He MelIany, OMHAK0, BeCTH pa3rosop. dpancuc,
IIPOIOJIXKABUINYN CTOSTH ITPOTHB OBEPILIL, 3aCYHYJ TOJIOBY BHYTPb KApeTH U KUBHYII B CTOPOHY
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KonuBang.

— Ecnu 3TOT OBOPSIHUH Oy[eT HaCTOIBKO A00p, UTO YCTYIUT MHE Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI MECTO PSIIOM
C BaMH... — HayaJ OH.

Ho MapuanHa cyxo o6opBaja ero, mpofoimkas gepxaTh 3a pyKy CBOEro Apyra.

— MHe Heuyero CKpeIBaTh OT BUKOHTA Ae 2K0oIuBasisi, KOTOPHIH 3HaeT 000 MHE BCe U [IJIs MEeHS
Oonbile, 4eM OpPYT.

MoxkeTe TOBOPUTE IIPU HEM.

— Bompmoe ciacu6o! — oTBeTUn ®paHcuc co 3710i yIp0KOM. — BaM-TO, BO3MOXKHO, HEUETO
CKPHIBATh OT HETO, HO ST HE MOTY CKa3aTh TOT0 ke 0 cebe. BmpoueMm, — mo6aBuI OH, CHOBA HafieBas
IIJIAINY ¥ JIETKAM YOAapOM HaJBUTas ee MOTy0xkKe, — eCJI BBl He XOTUTE, YTOOhI MbI T06eCeIoBaIu 10
moOpoi BoJe, YTO K, 5 Jal0 BaM He 0OJIbIe Yaca, YTOOH MoxKaneTb 06 3TOM.

Bam CJIyra, goporasd.

Bornee cunmpHOe no0yxueHue, 4eM ee BoJisg, Opocusio MapuaHHy BIepes, KOrfja OH IOBEPHYJICS,
yToOH yiTU. HecMoTps HU Ha UTO, Hao MOKOHYUTD C 3TUM HEME[JIEHHO.

— OcranosuTrecso!
OHa yMomnsiolle MOCMOTpesia Ha ApKainyca U clierka Ioxaja eMy pyKy.

— OcTaBbTe MEHS IOTOBOPUTH C HUM HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, ApKaguyc. f gyMaro, 4To 3TO
IpednouTUTEeNbHe. Bo BCIKOM ciydae, OH He MOXKeT 60Jbllle HUYero MHe CHeaTh.

2KonmBasb co B3MOXOM CTall BRIOMpPAThCS U3 0apXaTHUCTOM ITyOUHBI IIOTYIIEK.
— Xopotuo, g Beiny! Ho st He Oynmy cryckaTh C Bac I'Jias.
[Ipu MarnelilieM OBUXKEHUY, [IPU MaJIeUIlleM 30Be 1 TYT BMeCTe C ['pakxoM.

OH 0TBOPUJI OBEPLY C OPYTOM CTOPOHH U CIIyCTUJICS BHU3, B TO BpeMs Kak OpaHCUC TOAHATCS B
Kapety. Jlopn KpaHMmep paccMesiics.

— ¢ BUXKY, YTO Balll APYT OEHCTBUTENLHO MUTAET KO MHE IpenybexmeHne, KOTOPOMY S 00s3aH
TOJIbKO Balllell OTKPOBEHHOCTHIO, oporas IIpaBo CJI0BO, OH MPUHUMAET MeHs 3a OaHOuTa C OOJIBIION
IIOPOTH.

BEPHYTHCS

7

Jlio6umas necHsT Mapuu — AHTyaHETTHL.

— C MouM MHeHUeM 3[eCh He CUUTAlTCa! — 04eHb pe3Ko oTBeTus1 Apkaguyc. — Ho 3HailiTe, cynaps,
XOTs1 OBI, UTO He B Balllell BIaCTU 3aCTaBUTh MEHS U3MEHUTD €T0.

— A 9TO U He BXOIUT B MOHU HaMepEeHUud, — II0XKaB IIJie4YaMH, 6pOCI/IJ'I aHTTIN4YaHuH. — KcTaTH, ecnu
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BBl 6OUTECH COCKYYHUThCSI, JOPOTOM TOCIIOAKH, KTO BaM MEIIaeT IOUTH COCTAaBUTh KOMIIAHHUIO JaMe,
KOTOPAast MEHS COIIPOBOXKAAeT? 1 3HA0, YTO OHA ITPOCTO KAXKIET BCTPETUTHCS C BaMu! BarnsHure,
OHa yneIbaeTcs BaM...

MapuaHHa MallIMHaJIbHO IOCMOTpPEIa Ha KeJITYI0 C YePHBIM KapeTy U YBUAENa, YTO JeMCTBUTEIbHO
npu Bufe 2KonuBans ®aHIIOH 3ayiei0anack Tak IPUBETINBO, HACKOIBKO 3TO II03BOJISITIA €€
BHEIIHOCTh. TOT TONMBKO (QBIPKHYII YTO-TO ¥ IIPOCKOJIb3HYII BIEpe], YTOOb HEMHOTO II000JITaTh C
['pakxoM, HO He CIIyCKaTh I'Jla3 C CUOAIIUX B KapeTe. TeM BpeMeHeM MapuaHHa CyX0 3aMeTusa:

— Ecnu, Kak BB TOBOPUTE, Bl HACTauBaeTe Ha «0ecefe» CO MHOM, MUJIOP, BBl MOTJIH OBl 000MTHCH
0e3 HallaoOK Ha MOET0 CaMOTr'0 BEPHOT0 pyra. 1 He 3HaI0 HUKOTO, KPOMe Bac, KTO UMeJT OBl TaKyIo
CKJIOHHOCTb K COMHUTEJIbHEIM CBsI3sIM. U, yoTpeO61sisi 3TO BEIpaXKeHUe B OTHOILIEHUH TOH HaMHI C
KOPOJIEBCKOM JTUITHEH, 5 MIPOSIBIISI0 U3TUIITHIO CHUCXOOUTEIEHOCTD.

Huuero He oTBeTUB, ®PAHCUC TAXKEIIO YAl Ha 3e/IeHble OapXaTHbIE MOOYIIKK PSIOOM C MOJIOTOM
JKEHIIMHOM, KOTOpPasi MHCTUHKTUBHO OTOIBUHYIACH, Kejas n30exkaTh ero MPUKOCHOBEHHUS.
HeckonmbK0 MIHOBEHUY OHa MMeJla BO3MOXKHOCTh JII000BATHCS €r0 HEMOABUKHEIM MPOGUIIEM B
IIpephiBa€MOM TOIHKO €I0 HEMHOTO YORICTPEHHBIM OhIXaHUEM TUILHHE.

He 6e3 TaltHOT0 yHOBIETBOPEeHUSI MapraHHa IoAgyMalia, YTO 9T0, BEPOSITHO, TaMsATh 00 ymape IImardy,
IIPOH3UBIIIEH eMy TPy[ib, HO 3TO OBIJIO CIIMIIIKOM MeJIKOM KOMITeHcallel 3a OTOpYeHue OT CO3HAHUS
TOTO, YTO OH OCTascs XKuB. Kakoe-To BpeMs 0Ha C JII0OO0MBITCTBOM, CJIOBHO [I€JI0 IIIJI0 O ITIOCTOPOHHEM,
n3ydaa 4eJioBeKa, KOTOporo iiobusa, B KOTOPOTO Bepuiia, Kak B caMoro bora, KOToOpoMy ¢ TakKoM
PaoCThIO IOKIISIIACh B MTOCTYIIaHUK ¥ BEPHOCTH... B IIepBEIii pa3 1mocse yKacHOM HOYM OHa BHOBb
OKa3ajlaCh HaefuHe C HUM. A CKOJIBKO IlepeMeH IIPOU30LITIO!

Ona Orlna Torma coBceM pebeHKOM, 6e3:KaloCTHO TPUHECEHHBIM B JKEPTBY Y€JI0BEKY 0€3 COBECTH U
cepaua. A Temneps 11000Bb UMIIEpATOPa Clelajia ee CUIbHOM, HaoeKHO 3alluileHHoH... Ha 3ToT pas3
yX&e oHa OymeT DUKTOBAThH CBOIO BOJIIO.

Ona otmeTtuna, uto ®pancuc, Hao00POT, BHEIITHE COBCEM HEe M3MEHUJICS, 3a UCK/ITI0UeHUeM, TToXKayi,
TIOSIBUBIIIETOCS Ha r'y0ax BRIPaKeHUS FOPbKOTO CKENTHIIM3Ma BMecTo CKYKH. Jlopa KpaHMep OBINT Tak
JKe IIpeKpaceH, HeCMOTPS Ha TOHKUH IIpaM, KOTOPHIH IepeceKarl IeKy U TOJIbKO IIpHUaaBal
POMaHTHYECKYI0 OKPacKy COBEPIIEHCTBY ero 01aroponHsx yept. U MapuaHHa yOguBUiach TOMY, 4TO
IIOCJIE€ TAKOM IIBIIKOM JII00BU OHA MCIIBITHIBAET K 9TOMY BEJIUKONIEITHOMY 00pa3yrKy MYKCKOM ITOPOIEI
TOJIKO OJTM3KYIO K OTBPAILEHUIO aHTUIIATHIO. [I0CKOIBKY OH YIIOPHO MOJTYal ¥ TOJIbKO BHUMATEJIEHO
pasrasaaobiBal CBEePKaBIMe HOCKKM CBOMX JJAKMPOBAHHAEIX CAIlOT, OHA PeIluya OTKPHITh OTOHb. Hamo
KOHYAaTh C 3TUM ¥ KOHYAThb IOOLICTPee, ©0O0 OMHO ero IPUCYTCTBUE CO3MIaBajio THETYIYI0 aTMOCchepy
B TECHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE KapPETHI.

— BrI Kenanu roBOPUThL CO MHOM, — CKa3ajla OHa X0JI0OHO, — TaK OyabTe /100e3HH HauaTh. Y MeHs
HET HUKAKOT'0 JXXeJIaHUs TIHYTb 3Ty BCTPEUy A0 0ECKOHEYHOCTH.

OH ¢ COHHBIM BUIOM B3TJISIHYJI Ha Hee U IBYCMEBICTIEHHO YIILIOHYJICS.

— [Touemy 0wl 1 HeT? Pa3Be He BOCXUTHUTEJIEH MOMEHT, KOT{]a CYIIPYT'd BHOBb BCTPEUYAIOTCS II0CIIE
TaKOM [IOITOM PasNyKu ..d 0COOEHHO II0CJIe TOTO, KaK IMIOBEPUJIM, YTO Pa3TyueHbl HaBCceraa?

Pa3Be BHI He CYACT/IUBEI, [oporas MapuaHHa, BHOBb YBUIETH PSINOM C CO00¥ 4eI0BeKa, KOTOPOT'O BEI
mobunu?.. U060 B MIOOMIN MEHS, OpOoTas... CKaxy fiaXKe, UTO Bh ObIJIA 0€3 yMa OT MeHS B
O7akeHHBIN IeHb Halllel cBafbObl. S CHOBa BMXKY Ballld PACIIMPHUBIIKMECS BIaXKHBIE I'7Ta3a, KOra
MUJIeHIINH a00aTuK...
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Tepnenre MapuaHHBL OBICTPO JIOIHYJIO.

— JoBonrHO! — 060pBasia OHa ero. — Bailla HarnoCTh NENCTBUTENBHO ITopa3uTenbHal Heyxkenu y Bac
HACTOJIBKO 0ocjiabesn pacCymoK, YTO Bl 3a0bIIN Te MUJIbIe 00CTOSITENIbCTBA, KOTOPHIE COITPOBOXKAAIN
Hamry cBagh0y? BaM Hago HamOMHUTE, Kak, eBa faB Iepen Borom KisaTBY BCIO XKU3HbL HEXKHO JIIOOUTH
M 3aIlUIIaTh MEHS, BHl IIOCHIELININ 3aHSATHCS KapTOYHON UTPOM U IIPOUTPATh HEe TOIBKO OCTABIINECS
y BaC KPOXH, HO ¥ COJIUTHOE COCTOSIHKE, KOTOPOe S BaM IIPUHECTIA... ¥ Pady KOTOPOro BH Ha MHe
JKeHuIUCh? Y MOCKOIBKY 3TOTO OBIIO ellle HeloCTaTOYHO, B ITOCMENH OPOCHUTH Ha 3eJIeHOe CYKHO
m060Bb, KOTOPYIO 51 IEHCTBUTEIHLHO TaK HAMBHO K BAM MCIHITHIBAJIA, CTHIAJIMBOCTh FOHOM [IEBYIIKHY,
MO0 HEBUHHOCTbH, MOIO YeCTh, HaKOHell. M y Bac xBaTaeT 6eCCTHIICTBa IIOCMEUBATHLCS HaJl 3TOU
HOYbIO0, KOTTIa BH CJIOMaJIX MOIO XKM3Hb, CJIOBHO [IeJI0 UeT 06 OMHOM M3 TEX BECEJIBIX IIPUKITIOUEHNUH,
0 KOTOPBIX MYKUYMHBI TI00ST paccKa3bBaTh BeuepaMy 3a OYTHUIKON CTaporo OpeHmwu.

Jlopa KpaHMep HEOBOJIBHO MOBEI IIJIe4aMy U IIOBEPHYJICS, BCTPETUB CBEPKAIOIIUK B3I
MapuraHHHI.

— Ecnu Gb1 BB He OBLIM TAKOM IypOYKOi, — MpoOypyaj OH, — 3TO B CaMOM feJie 0CTaroCh OBl IPOCTO
BECeJION UCTOPHEN. JTO BBl U3 BCET'O CHeIaliv ApaMmy.

— Bor kak! He moTpynuTech mu 06BbSICHUTD, YTO $1, IT0-BAIlIeMy, NOJIKHA OblTa menaTh? O4eBUIHO,
IPUHATH 3aMECTUTENIS, IPUCTIAHHOTO BaMuU?

— He nmoxong mo koHia! Beakad kKeHIIWHA, HACTOAIASA XKEHIMUHA, CMOXKET HAlTHU CJI0Ba, YTOOEI
3aCTaBUTh MYKUYKMHY HafesIThCS Ha BCEe, HO ¥ IIOTEPIETH MOM0bIIe. OTOT Aypak Onl1 6e3 yMa OT Bac...

— B3pmop! — 6pocuia MapuaHHa, 4yBCTBYS, KakK ee ITPOH3UIO BHe3allHOe XKejlaHKue YBUIeTh 30Ha
Bodopa. — OH BCTpeTUn MeHs B TOT IEHb BIIEPBHIE.

— U BHI myMaeTe, YTO 9TOTO HEMOCTATOYHO, YTOOH OKeNaTh XKeHIMuHy? Hamo OBIII0 YCIIBIIIaTh, Kak
OH BOCIIEBAJI BAllTK IIPEJIECTH, 0YapOBaHUE BAIIIETO JIUIlA, CUSTHUE BaIuX ria3. «Ecnu cymecTByioT
CHUPEHEI, — TOBOPHI OH, — Jiemd MapraHHa MOXKeT ObITh TOJILKO HX KOPOJIeBOH...» ['ocmomu! —
3arpemes ®paHCHC C BHE3AIIHOM SIPOCTHI0. — BEI MOTJIH C HUM [e/IaTh Bce, 4TO 3axoTenu Ovl! OH OBIIT
TOTOB OTHATh BaM BCe B 0OMEH Ha 4yac mo0Bu! MoxeT OmITh, Jaxke 3a OOUH IOIEeIyi. BMecTo aToro
BBl Pa3bIrPajid TPareauio, BEITHAIN YeJI0BeKa, B PyKaX Y KOTOPOTO OBIJIO BCe HAIlle COCTOSIHUE. ..

— «Hare cocTtossHrMe», — ChA3BUIA MapHaHHa.

— Baiiie, Ballle, eciu 3TO Tak BaxHO! [locTaTo4yHas IIPpUYHHAa, YTOORI CaMOOTBEPXKEHHO 3aIIUINATh
€r0 UJIK XOTs OBl MOMBITAThCS OTTSANATh YaCTh €T0...

MapuaHHa nepecTasa cnymarth. 3aueM? Eif yxke Oblyia 3HaKOMa I0JTHAst aMopaibHOCTs OpaHcuca, u
ee He yIUBUJIA €T0 IyXOBHAS UCIIOPYEHHOCTH, TOKABILIAs €r0 Ha MOof00HYyI0 HePUCTOMHOCTS:
yIpeKaTh ee 3a TO, YTO OHa He CyMella 00MaHyTh f30Ha 1 3a6paTh y HET0 BHIUTPHILIL... BOApyT namsTh
BOCKpecCHsIa [0CjlelHue MIHOBEHUS, IPOBEleHHEIe C S130HOM B ee cranbHe B CenroHe. ToT

IIOLIe/IyH, — OHa He OTBeTHJa Ha HEero, — HO OH BCe-TaKu OBIJI, ¥ C BeIMYAUIINM YOUBIIEHUEM
MapuaHHa 00HapyXkuJja, 4To, HECMOTPS Ha OXBaTUBILIEE ee TOTHa BO3MYIIleHNe, OHA II0CJIe BCETO elle
OLIyIIAeT ero Pe3KUH 1 HeXHbIM, HE3HAaKOMBIHM ¥ BOJTHYIOMKY BKYC. To OB ee TIEPBHIN NOLENTYi B
JKW3HU... HEUTO He3abkBaeMoe!

MapraHHa, 3aKphIBIIas IPYU 9TUX BOCIIOMUHAHUAX I'Jla3a, HEOXOTHO OTKpPBITa uX. O 4eM TOBOPHUT
ceriyac ®pancuc?

— CnoBoO 4ecCTH... [la BBl He CIylllaeTe MeHI?
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— A BBl MeHs Oombllie He uHTepecyeTe! 9 He coOuparoCch TepsiTh BpeMsi, 00BSICHSS BaM, KaK HOJIXKHEI
BeCTH ce0st 3a00TsIIrecs 0 CBOeH YeCTH JIIONM, ¥ eCJTH Bbl XOTHUTE 3HATh MOM CaMble COKPOBEHHEIE
MBICJIH, TO [OJIXKHAa CKa3aTh, YTO IIPOCTO He MOHMMAl0, KaK y Bac XBaTUJIO HArJIOCTU MOJOUTH KO MHE.
4 monararna, uto youna Bac, ®pancuc Kpanmep, u eciii caM AbsIBOJI, Balll XO35IWH, BOCKPECHUTI Bac,
OJ1 MeHS Bbl MEPTBEI] ¥ HaBCerya UM OCTaHeTeCh!

— §I cormaceH, 4TO Takoe MOJI0XKeHue Hanboee yIoOHO [ Bac, HO [eJI0 3aK/II0YaeTCss B TOM, UTO 5
JKMBOU U COOMPAIOCh UM OCTAThCH.

MapuaHHa I0xaJja Mjie4aMyu U OTBePHYJIach.

— Torpma ocTaBbTe MEHS M IIOCTapauTech 3a0BITh, UYTO OgHAXK AL MapuaHHa O'AccernbHa u... OpaHcuc
Kpanmep Obli coeiiHEeHE y3aMu Opaka. [1o KpaiitHel Mepe, eClId BHl XOTUTE OCTAThCS XOTS OB
JKUBEIM, g YK€ He TOBOPIO: CBOOOIHEIM.

®pancuc ¢ mo60IbEITCTBOM IIOCMOTPETT Ha MOJIOAYI0 KEHIITUHY.
— B camowm pene? Ilo-moeMy, s pa3nuyuil yrpo3y B BallleM I'ojioce, foporas. YTo Bbl uMeeTe B BUAY?

— He npepcraBngauTecs IIynen, 4eM BEl €CTh Ha CaMOM fejie. Bel 9T0 3HaeTe peKpacHO: MBI
Haxopumcs Bo OpaHUuM, Bl — aHTJIMYaHUH, Bpar uMnepuu. MHe JOCTaTOYHO B3MaxXHYTh PYKOH,
CKas3aTh OOHO CJIOBO, U BacC apecTyioT. M Torfa 3acTaBUTh Bac UCYE3HYThL OymeT meTcKoi 3ab6aBoii. Bu
oyMaeTe, UTO UMIIEpaTOpP OTKaXkKeT MHE B Ballled TOJI0BE, €CJIU 1 IOIPOILy ee Y Hero? bynbTe Xe X0Th
pa3 4eCTHBIM UTPOKOM. [Ipr3HalTe CBOW MIPOUTPHII, VAATUTECH U HE UIIKATE OOJIbIle BCTPEYH CO
MHO#. BBl Ke XOpOI1I0 3HaeTe, 4TO He MOXKeTe HU4ero MHe CHeNaTh.

OHa roBopuIia TUXO0, HO TBEPHO, C OONBIIMM HOCTOMHCTBOM.

OHa He m00WIa XBaCTaTh CBOMM BIIMSIHUEM Ha BllacTeNlrHa EBPOIL, HO B MAHHOM CIy4Yae
HeoOxoguMo OBIJIO Cpa3dy IMOCTABUThL BCe Ha CBOM MecTa. I1ycTh ®paHcKC HaBCcerya NCYe3HeT U3 ee
JKM3HY, ¥ KOTra-HUOYOb OHA CMOXKET MPOCTUTD ero. Ho BMecTo Toro 4ToOsl 3aAyMaThCs, KakK 9TO
ciemoBaso OBI, HAM ee CJI0BaMH, JIOpH KpaHMep MpUHSIICS X0X0TaTh... ¥ MapraHHa ITOYyBCTBOBAIA,
YTO ee TBephas y0exXKOeHHOCTb HeMHOT0 IToKoJie6anacs.

Ona 0o4eHb CyX0 clipocua:
— Mory s y3HaTh, UTO CMEIIHOT0 B MOUX CJI0Bax?
— Yr0... 0, MOA JOpOras, Bl IPOCTO HeNofpaxKaeMsl!

YecTHOE CJI0BO, BB cunuTaeTe ceds ummnepaTpuiei! [[omKeH T4 s HAIOMHKUTh, YTO 9TO HE Ha Bac, a Ha
HEeCYaCTHOM 3PITepIorhHe XKeHWICcsS b oHu?

Wponus dpancuca BMecTe ¢ OCKOPOUTENbHOM KITMYKOM, KOTOPOU MOJIb30BAIMCh aHTIMYaHe,
ynomuHas bonanapra, mpoOyaunu rieB MapuaHHHL.

— HMMmepaTpulla WU HeT, a s JOKaxy, YTO He TOJIbKO He O0I0Ch BAac, HO U He I03BOJII0 Oe3HaKa3aHHO
OCKOPOJIITL MeHs!

OHa XMBO HAKJIOHUJIACh BIlepel, YTOOH! IT03BaTh APKaguyca, KOTOPHIN HOJIKeH ObIT HAaXOOUThCS
nofye KapeTsl. OHa X0TejIa MOMPOCUThL er0 00PATUTLCS K OOHOMY M3 IOJTULEHCKUX, YbH YEPHbIE
GUTypH B IITUHHBIX CIOPTYKAX ¥ KPYTJIBIX IIJIANAX, C COTUNHBIME TyOMHKAMU B PyKax, BUTHETUCH
TIOBCIONY CPenu MmapafHou Toiankl. Ho y Hee make He HAIIOCh BPEMEHU OTKPHITH POT...
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q)paHCI/IC CXBATHII €€ 3a IIJIE4Y0 " pr60 OT6pOCI/IJ'I B T'J'IY6B KapeTHl.

— Cupute cMupHO, nypoudka! Kpome ToOro, 4To BB HalpacHO IMOTPATUTE BPeMs, BHl K€ BUUTE, YTO
MBI OCaXK[IeHEl 9TOM TOJNNnoN. HuKOMy He ymacTcs HU BOUTH, HU BEIUTU U3 KapeTsl. [laxke eciu O 5
XOTeN YUTH, 51 He CMOT OHl.

el CTBUTENBHO, TOJIMA TaK IJIOTHO 00CTyNIHUIa KapeTy, YTO IPSIMO Y OKOIIIeK HauMHAJIOCh
BOJIHYIOIIIEECST MOPe YeT0BeYEeCKUX IojioB. UTOOH He OBITh pa3fgaBieHHbIM, APKAaguyCy IPHUIIIOCH
B300paThCs Ha KO3kl K ['pakxy. M3ganmeKka JOHOCUIMCH, TOCIIOACTBYS Hal OKPYKAIOIIUM IITyMOM,
CJIOBHO pacKaThl I'POMa, HesICHbIe 3BYKH MYy3bIKM. MoXkeT ObITh, HaKOHEIl faeT o cebe 3HAaTh KOPTEeXK?
Ho y MapuaHHBHI ITponas BCIKUN HHTepecC K COOBITUSIM 3TOTO OHSA. B 9TOM KapeTe, XOTS U ee
coOCTBEHHOM, OHa BIAPYT ITOYYBCTBOBAJA, YTO 3aAbixaeTcs. Eif cTaso 1mioxo, HO OHa He MOrja
OTIpefe/TuTh UCTOYHUK HEJOMOTaHUsI. MoxXeT ObITh, PUCYTCTBHE 3TOTO HEHABUCTHOTO YyeoBeka? OH
OTpABJISIET BCE BOKPYT cels.

CTpsIXHYB PYKY, KOTOPYIO OH 3afepzaJl Ha ee Iyiede, OHa Opocuiia Ha HETO MOJTHEN HeHABUCTH
B3TJISAN.

— A BB HUUETO0 He foXKaeTech! Bhl BeIIeTE U3 3TOM KapeThl IpsiMUKOM B BeHcen unu ®opc.
B orBeT ®panHcuc pacxoxoTancs, ¥ MapraHHa BHOBb OIIyTHIIa TP0OEKaBIIYIO 110 €€ TETy APOXKb.

— Ecinu GBI BHL TI00M/IM UTPY TaK, KaK JIIOOII0 ee 51, — Hayaj OH ¢ 6eCIOKOsIIed HEXKHOCThIO, — S
TIOCTIOPHIT OBI C BAMHM, YTO M3 3TOTO HUYETO He BHIH[ET.

— KT0 Xe MHe MOXeT IIoMellaTh?

— BrI camu, mos moporasi! Kpome Toro, 4T0 JOHOC HAYEro He [acT, TakK KaK 00BUHEHUS OyOyT cpa3y
JKe CHSITHI, KOTJIa BBl MEHS BRIC/IYIIAeTe, ¥ Bac 00JIbIle He OyOeT HU MaJIeUINero XelaHus
apeCcTOBHIBATh MEHS.

MapuaHHa 60pojiachk C 0XBaTHIBAIOIIKUM €€ IIpefaTeIbCKUM CTPaxoM, IIBITasgiCh OPa3MbIC/IUTh. Kak OH
camoyBepeH! HeyxXenu 4yzkoe UM, IO KOTOPEIM OH CKPHIBAJICS, IPHUAABAI0 €My CTOJIBKO
YBEPEHHOCTU?

Yro et Kak-To ckazan ®yme? Yto BukoHT A'O6ekyp 6uiBan y [Topoteu me ITepurop? Ho aToro
HEJ0OCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH! 3AIIUTUTD €T0 OT KOTTEH BHINEYIOMIHYTOro dyiie, MOCTOSTHHO
BBLICJIE2KHBAIOIIETO IIITHOHOB MJIM BCEBO3MOXKHEBIX 3aroBOPIIHKOB... Torga?.. O Boxe, eciu OB TOJIBKO
OHa CMOTJIa PaccesaTh OXBaTUBIIYIO €€ TPEBOTY!

U cHOBa HacMemnuBeY ronoc OpaHcuca BEpHYI €€ K IelCTBUTENbHOCTHU. B ero Xxypyanuu
CJIBIIIa/IaCh BBI3BIBAKOIAS APOXKD MATKOCTD.

— BrI 3HaeTe, 9To MpoOyXKaaeT BO MHE pacKasHUE? Bbl BOCXUTUTENIBHO TPEKPACHEI, MOSI IOpOras.
[ToucTrHe, HalO He OBITH MYKUYKMHOM, YTOOH He XKejaTh Bac. [HeB BaM K nuily. OH 3aCTaBiseT
CBEPKaTh 9TH BEJIMKOJIEIIHEIe 3eJIeHEIE T71a3a, TPeleTaTh 3Ty YyAHYIO TPYb...

Ero B3rsip 1eHUTe NS OIIynasl OUBHOE JIUIIO C ITepeuBaloIMUCS TeHIMHU OT PO30BOM OOMBKH,
IIOTJIa[IWJT BHICOKYIO U3SIIHYIO IIel0, TOPAYIO TPYAb, OIYOTKPHITYIO B 00paMieHUH U3 KPyKeB U
mesika. ITo OBUT BT/ XKATHBIN U TPYORIN, B3I OapHIIHUKA Ha KPACUBYIO MOJIOAYIO KOOBIY. ..

OH olleHHBAJ ¥ pa3feBal OMHOBPEMEHHO, SIBMISS XKeJlaHWe TakKoe 00HaXKeHHOe, TaKOe MIPUMUTHBHOE,
YTO 1IeKH MapuaHHBI T0p030Beu. CIIOBHO 3arUITHOTU3UPOBAHHEIM 3TOM KPACOTOM, TaKO# OIU3KOH,
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AHTIMYaHUH HATHYJICS, TOTOBBIM BOT-BOT CXBATUTh ee. OHa IMpHUKasach K IMOAYIIKAM U CKBO3b 3yOhI
IPUTPO3UTIA:

— He npubnuxatitecs! He Tporaiite meHs! MHade 5 3akpudy, BOT yBuAuTe! 4 3akpudy Tak rpoOMKO,
YTO 3Ta TOJINA PACCTYIUTCS.

OH B3[POTHYII 1 B3sJI cebsI B PyKH. B ero B3riisie, TaKOM IIEIIKOM MTHOBEHHE Ha3ajl, MOSIBUIOChH
CKydarolee BeipaxkeHue. OH cell Ha MpeXHee MeCTO C APYTOi CTOPOHEI KapeThl, yMOCTHJICS B YTy,
3aKPHUI I'71a3a U B3NOXHYII.

— XKanb!.. Oco0eHHO XkKaJlb, YTO TaKKHe COKPOBHINA MprbeperaTcs Ha PafloCTh OMHOMY TOIbKO BoHH!
Wnu y Hero ecTh 3aMecTuTenu? ['0BOPAT, YTO moOpast MOJIOBHHA MyKYUH B 9TOM TOpofe BiIo6IeHa B
BacC.

— Brl nmepecraneTre? — Bo3MyTHiach MapuanHa. — CKazXuTe Ke HaKOHEIl TO, YTO Bbl COOMPAIUCh, U
IIOKOHYHUM C OTHUM.

Yero BB XO0TUTE?
OH MPUKPHIT ONUH TJIa3, B3TJSHYI Ha Hee U YIBIOHYICS.
— ITpaBuiia BeXKJIMBOCTH TPEOYIOT, YTOOH! I OTBETHII:

«Bac!», u 3T0 OB110 GBI OIHOBPEMEHHO CIIPABEAIUBOCTHIO U UCTUHOM, HO MBI 00 9TOM ellle IOT0BOPUM
1I03X%e... Ha I0CyTe.

Her, y MeHs B 3TOT MOMEHT 3a60THI Topa3no 60/i1ee HU3MEHHEIE: MHE HYKHBI IEHbTU.
— CHoBa! — BckpukHyna MapuaHHa. — U BH BooOpaXkaeTe, MOXKET ObITh, YTO S MX BaM aM?

— 4 He BooOpaxkaio, — 51 yBepeH B 3ToM! [[eHbI'M BCerfa Urpajii BakKHYIO POJIb B HAILIKUX
B3aMMOOTHOIIEHUAX, JOporasi MapuaHHa, — IIMHUYHO 3asBUJI OH. — { XKEHUJICSA Ha Bac U3-3a Balllero
coctosiHus. [TpaBaa, s CIUIIKOM OBICTPO TPOMOTAJI ero, ¥ 3TO TJIyOOKO IevaauT MeHs, HO, TIOCKOJIbKY
BHI IIO-TIPEXKHEMY MOS XK€eHa ¥, BUIUMO, KyIlaeTeChb B 30JI0Te, MHE KaKeTCs BIIOJIHE eCTECTBEHHBIM
IIPOCUTH €ro y Bac.

— ¢ Gorblne He XeHa BaM, — CKa3ajla MapraHHa, YyBCTBYS, KaK YCTaJIOCTh IIPEBO3MOTAeT B Hel
rHeB. — f nesuila Mapus-CTanna... a Bel BUKOHT 7' O6eKyp!

— Ax, BBl Bce 3HaeTe! B cymIHoCTH, S mazke BOCXUIIEH 3TUM. Temephb BaM [IOIKHO OBITh SICHO, KaKOoe
IIOJIOKEHHE S 3aHMMal0 B MTAPHUKCKOM 00IecTBe. MeHsI MHOTHE LIeHST.

— Bac cranyT 11leHUTE UHAaYe, KOrfa g ITOKOHYY ¢ BaMu! Bce y3HAI0T, 4TO BBl @HIJIMMCKUN IIITUOH.

— MoxeT ObITh, HO B TAKOM CJIy4Yae Y3HAIOT TAKXKe U Ballly MOMIMHHYI0 IMYHOCTD, ¥, IOCKOJIBKY BB
SIBJISIETECh MOEH KEeHOM, BIOJIHE 3aKOHHOM, BEI BHOBb CTaHeTe neau KpaHMep, aHTTMYaHKOMU... B
noueMy OBl He IIMUOHKOU?

— HukTO BaM He IOBEPUT, — II0XKAaB IJIeYaMH, CKa3asia MapraHHa, — a YTO KaCaeTcs JeHer...

— Bl cenaeTe Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI OCTATh MATHAECAT THICSY JIMBPOB, M KaK MOXKHO OBICTPEN, —
obopBan ee ®paHcuC, HUICKOIBKO He BOIHYSACh. — B IIPOTUBHOM Ciy4ae...

— B mpoTtuBHOM Ciiydae? — HagMeHHO cripocuia MapruaHHa.
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Jlopr KparMep He crielra momapuil B ogHOM M3 CBOMX KapMaHOB, BHITAIIUII CII0KEHHBIN BYETBEPO
JIUCTOK XeJNToy OyMaru, pa3BepHYJI ero, I0JI0KUI Ha KOJIEHU MOJIOOY KEHIITUHbL U 3aKJTI0YIII:

—B IIPOTHBHOM CJIy4da€ C 3aBTPAIIHETO OHS BECH HapI/I}K 6y)1eT 3dChIlIaH I'IOI[O6HBIMI/I 6YMa}KKaMI/I.

3asieTeBIIN B OTKPBITEIE OKHA JIETKUY BETEPOK ILIEBEITU INCTOK C HalleYaTaHHKIM KPYITHBIM
mpudTOM TEKCTOM, KOTOPHIHM TpuBe MapuaHHy B OTHasHUE:

VIMITEPATOP B PYKAX BPAT'A! [IPEKPACHA{ JIOGOBHULIA HATTIOJIEOHA, ITEBUITA MAPH -
CT3JIJIA — B TEMCTBUTEJIRHOCTU YBUMIIA-AHTJTIMYAHKA HA COOEPXKAHUY TTOJIULIUN
COEIUMHEHHOI'O KOPOJIEBCTBA...

Ha mruoBenue MapuraHHe [TOKa3aJioCh, YTO OHa CXOOUT C yMa.

['ma3a 3akprlla KpacHas mejeHa, B TO BpeMs KakK M3 TTyOHHBL OyIIM B3OBIMajIach Oypsi TaKoii sipOCTH,
KaKOM OHa HUKOTHA He UCIBbIThIBAIa, ¥ 9Ta SPOCTh 3arjIylInjia OTBPAaTUTENIbHEIN CTpax.

— Youiinia! — BCKpUKHY/Ia OHA. — ¢ HUKOTO He yOWBana. YBH, Bhl JKUBHI!

— YuraliTe ganblie, oporasi, — CliafieHbKUM IojiocoM Hadaj ®paHCHC, — Bbl YBUOUTE, UTO B 3TOM
ITacKBHUJIe HUUTO He IpeyBenn4yeHo. Bul moamuHHas youiiiia Moel HexXHOM Ky3uHb MBu CeH —
Anb09H, KOTOPYIO BB YMEJIO OTTIYIINIIN TSKeJIHIM KaHOeass0poM Iocjie TOT0, KaK yBEPOBaJIH, YTO
nepepn Bamu Mo Tpym. begHas ViBu! Eit moBe3o MeHbIlle, YeM MHE, OCTaBIIeMycs O61arogaps MoeMy
npyry CTSHTOHY B 9TOM MHupe. A oHa Obljla TaKOM XPYIIKOM, TaKO# fenuKaTHOM. K HecyacTsio s
Bac, Ipexje YeM UCIyCTUTh AyX, OHa IpuIllia B ce0s... 6yKBanbHO Ha HECKOIHKO MIHOBEHUM, KaK
pas 4ToOH ycrieTh OOBUHUTH Bac. B AHTTIMY 3a Ballly IOJIOBY Ha3HaueHa npemus, Munasgd MapuaHHa!

Y M010[0¥ KEHIUHE S3bIK IPWINI K TopTaHu. OHa COBEPIIeHHO BHITYCTUIIA U3 BUAY HEHaBUCTHYIO
VBu u, BcTpeTuB ®paHcuca XKUBHIM, faxke He [MogyMala o ero Ky3uHe. K ToMy Xxe mo cero gHs OHa
paccmaTpuBaa Oyaib U TO, 4YTO 3a Hel [0oclieoBasio, Kak cBoero pona boxuii cyx... Ho, HecMoTps
Ha BeCh yKac II0JI0KEHUs, OHa iepxKasia ce0sl C JOCTOMHCTBOM.

— Mu1 HaxopuMcst He B AHTIIMY, a BO OpaHIiuu... 4 nomaraio, 0qHAKO, YTO BHI MPUOBUH Clofa, YTOOH
YBEe3TH MEHS U MOJIyYUTh IPEMUI0?

— IIpaBo, momKeH MPU3HATHCS, YTO 5T JyMas ¥ 00 9TOM KaKoe-TO BpeMsi, — He CMYIIasiCh, OTBETHII
sopa Kpaumep. — BpeMena Taxensle. Ho, BCTpeTUB Bac Tak XOPOIIO YCTPOEHHOU B CaMOM Cepale
(GbpaHIy3CKOW UMIIEPUH, S U3MEHUII HallpaBlieHNue MOUX MbIC/Iel. Bl cMoXkeTe faTh MHEe ropa3fo
00JIbIlle, YeM HECKOJIBKO JKAJIKUX COTEH THHEH.

Ha stot pa3 Mapuansa npomosndana. OHa uc4eprasia [0 IOCIeNHEero Npefesna CBOM BO3MOXKHOCTH
CONIPOTUBIIEHUS U 6€3BOJIbHO CMOTPeJIa Ha KEeJIThIY JTUCTOK, TOe OHa 00BUHSAIACH B IpeHAMEPEHHOM
XJIaIHOKPOBHOM YOUICTBe IPEeIeCTHOM, KPOTKOU Ky3UHEL €€ CyIpyTa, KOTOPOro oHa 0e3yMHO
peBHOBasia. Hanucasias ero onbiTHas pyKa HU4YEro He OCTaBUIa Ha BOJIIO CIydas, I03TOMY U I'DSI3b,
B KOTOPYIO €e COOMPAUCh OKYHYTh, ObIJIa TAKOM OTBPATUTEIbHOU U THYCHOM.

— Haxkomnern, — cka3an ®paHcuc, CJIOBHO He 3aMeyasi ee MOT4aHus, — g 3aAyMaJjl IOXUTUTD Bac. 4
HA3HAYHUJI BaM CBUAHKE B IPUHAJIEXKAIINX OQHOMY OPYTY Pa3BaluHAX ¥ HAOEesJICs, YTO BhI
nIpueeTe Tyaa, HO YTO-TO BhI3BAJIO BAIllM ITONO3PEHUS, UeMY s, KCTaTH, 0YeHb pafl... TeCHUMBIH
HeoOX0OMMOCThIO, 1 BooOpa3usl, YTO boHY 3amiaTUT KPyTrIeHbKYI0 CyMMY, YTOOH TOYYUTh B
IIEJIOCTH ¥ COXPAHHOCTH CBOIO TPEKPACHYIO HAJIOKHUILY, HO 9TO ObLT HEMHOTO TIOCIIEIIHEIN U, KaK
CJIE[CTBUE, HEBEPHBIN pacyeT... ECTh Topa3mo nyydine BO3MOXKHOCTH!
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HWTak, 3T0 OH xkman ee B JIsgdonu. MapuaHHa BOCIPHUHSIIA €T0 CJIoBa paBHOAyIIHO. OHa Oblyia 3a
I'PaHbIO 3TPABOMBICIIHS U YETKUX OIIyIeHu. CoBceM OIM3K0 OT KapeThl pa3aaich
IIPOHU3BIBAOIINE 3aJIUTHIA COTHIIEM BO3YX 3BYKHU (paH(pap, KOTOPEIM aKKOMIIAHMPOBAI POKOT
6apabaHOB, CJIOBHO POXK/ABIIMICS B TNTyOKMHaX camoro IlapuzxKa ¥ pacIpoCTPaHsBIINICS CO
CKOPOCTBIO M cuyoii rpoma. CBajieOHbIM KOPTEXK [OIKEH OBIJT BOT-BOT IOSIBUTHCS, HO, 03a00ueHHas
cBOMMHU COOCTBEHHHIMU ITpobaeMamu, MapraHHa mmepecTana o0pallaTh BHUMaHUE Ha IITyM CHAPYXHU U
pacTyimee Bo30yxKaeHue TONME. CIUIIKOM YK PA3sIuM ObUT KOHTPACT MEeXIy MPa3gHUYHO
OJeTHIMHU, CMEIOIIMMHUCS, B3BOJTHOBAHHBIMHE JTIOAbMHU U Ty3J1bI0, 00JI€€ KECTOKOM, MOXKET OBITh, YEM B
CernroHe, CIIEHOU IOJIsT KOTOPOU CTajla ee Kapera.

— Bot u koprex. [ToroBopuM nmo3xke! IToroBopuM no3sxe, 160 B TAKOM LIIyMe 3TO HEMBICTTUMO, —
3aMetus1 dpaHcuc, ycaxkuBasich OynoOHee C BULOM dejIoBeKa, KOTOPOMY IIPEACTOUT 3aKOHYUTh
HayaToe. — MBI IPOJOJIKUM Haury 6eceny, KOTfa 3TOT IIOTOK CXJIBIHET!

B camowMm piene, cBepkarollas peka ¢ yIUBUTEIbHOU UT'POM KPacoK 3ajuila Enucelickue momns u
BeJINUEeCTBEHHO KaTuiach K TIOUIbpU 1of eHne Mequ, 6apabaHHbBIN 601, BEICTPEIH IYLIKYA U
BO3r1acH «Jla 3mpaBCTBYET UMIIEPATOP».

['poMapHas niomangs, [0 Toro 3abuTas, YTo IpKue KpacKyd KOCTIOMOB CJIMBAJIUCh B CIIJIOIIHYIO
CEpOBATYIO MacCy, CJIOBHO BcIy4yusaach. OTOBCIONY JOHOCHUIMCH I'0JT0CA, KOMMEHTUPYIOIINE TOPSOOK
KOpTexka.

— [Tonbckue perTapsl Brepenu!
— Hy, monsixku! Bo kpacasis! He6och Koe-KTo BCloMrAHaeT Mapuio BanmeBckyio!

IelicTBUTEIBHO, KPaCHO-CHHE-0e/10-30/10ThIe, C TPememyuMyu 0eJT0CHEeXKHEIMHU TIJTIOMaXKaMy Ha
KoH(penmepaTkax, ¢ 6e/I0-KpaCHBIMY BEIMIIEIaMH, IIISIIYIIAMY Ha KOHUYUKAaX UX AJIMHHBIX UK,
conmaTh KHA3s [TOHATOBCKOTO medumupoBaau B 0e3yKOPU3HEHHOM HopsaKe, 6e301H0049HO
YIIPaBIsisi MOITHBIMU O€JIBIMHU JIOIIAAbMHU, TPUBHIKIIMMU CKaKaTh II0 BCEM HoporaM EBpPOITHL.

3aTeM cemoBay MypPIypPHEIE C 30JI0TOM erepsi 100 BIIepEMEIIKY C MaMeIF0KaMu, IIPUHECIIUMHU CO
CBOMMM CBEPKAIOIIMMK KHHKalaMH, CMYTJION KOXel, 6e/TbiMK TIopOaHaMU U CEIJIaMH U3 IIKYPHI
TIAaHTepPHl HEMCTOBEIE ¥ TOPSYHe KpackKu BocToka.

[Tocne HUX OparyHH BO I'taBe ¢ rpadom e CeH-CioNbIKC, TEMHO-3€JIeHbIe C O€JIBIM, YbH
BEJIUKOJIEIIHEIE YCHI BRITJISIORIBAIN M3-TIOM CUSIOMIKUX Ha COJIHIIE KaCOK C JIHHHBIMA YEePHBIMU
rpuBaMu. M HaKOHEII, 3eJIeHoe, KpaCHOe U cepeOpsiHoe: IToYeTHAs IBApAus, MPEAIIeCTBOBABIIAS
OTHHHOM BEepPEeHUIle U3 TPUIIATH IIECTH POCKOIIHEIX T030I0YEHHHIX KAPEeT, B KOTOPHIX
PACIIONIOKHUIIUCE BEICIIHAE OQHUIIEPH! IBOPA U YJIEHE KMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbH.

B nopa3uTenbHOM KallelgoCKoIe KPpacoK, KOTOPHIM COCTABIISIN UMIIEPATOPCKUH IITal, MapIlaik,
agbIOTaHTH], KOHWOIIKXE, MapruaHHa, KakK BO CHe, Y3Hasa [IJ0opoKa, pa330JI04eHHOI 0, KaK UKOHOCTAC,
Macceny, JledeBpe, bepHapmoTTa, He pa3 BcTpeuaBuierocs eu y Taneipana. OHa yBugena Mioparta,
TYT'0 3aTSIHYTOTO B aJIbIil MYHAUDP, TOPSAIINYN II030JI0TOH, C Tog6uTOM co60eM BEHTEePKOH Ha Ijieye,
CBepKarlIel ¢periepBepKoM rof OpuInaHToBEIM arpadom. OH 4yTh He JIOMaJCs OT TOPAOCTH, HO
BBI3HIBAJI BOCXUIIEHNE, 100 C JIOBKOCTHIO OBIBAJIOT0 KaBajlepuCcTa YKPOILlal BEJIMKOJIEITHOT'0 BOPOHOT O
xkepebila, ABHO efiBa 00be3:KeHHOTr0. Hapon compoBokKaan ero MprBeTCTBEHHEIMU KPUKaMHU, Oefis
CBOM 3HTY3Wa3M MeXAy HUM U IpuHileM EBreHureM B MBIIIHOM MYHAMPE I'BapAeiCKUX CTPEJIKOB,
BeceJio yirbaBmuMcs Ha 6erod nomangyu. M3 npuBsg3aHHOCTH K UMIIEPATOPY, CBOEMY IPUEMHOMY
0TIy, BULle — KOPOJIb MTanuu B 3TOT feHb CHOBA 3aHJI [TI0JI0KEeHHOe eMy 10 YNHY MEeCTO BO I'JlaBe
MMIIePaTOPCKOM I'BapOouu.
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MapwuaHHa y3Halla TaKXKe YCHIIIaHHBIX OPAroleHHOCTSIMU CeCcTep uMIepaTopa: 0pioHeTKy Ilomuny,
BOCXUTHUTEJIbHYIO, HACMEIIIUBYIO, BCIO B 6ej1oM; 6710HOUHKY KapoauHy B HEKHO-PO30BOM IIaThe,
TIOTJISIABIBABINYIO Ha TOJIMY BETMYECTBEHHBIM B3TJISIOM, HE COOTBETCTBOBABIIKUM €€ CBEXKEMY
KPYTJIOMYy NULy; Snu3y, IpuHIileccy ae [IboMOMHO, CTPOTYI0 ¥ IIPeKpacHyio, Kak KaMesl.

B kapere, Bepenu uMIepaToOpCKOM, MOJIofas KeHIIMHa 3aMeTula KopoieBy ['opTeH3uio, Jo4b
XKozedpunsl. ConpoBoxpaaeMas cynpyroiu 2Kozeda boranapra, TeMHOBOIOCOX KOPOJieBOM McriaHuM
HOnue#t u repuioroM BiopiOyprckuM, yKpbiTas CBOUM KeMUYyTroM, KOTOPBI OHA 04YeHb JIto0uia 1
KOTOPHI}M Tak Ies ey K U1y, OHa Aapuia TOJIe 04apoBaTeNIbHYI0, HO C OTTEHKOM I'PYCTH YIIBIOKY.
MapuraHHa 1ogyMasa, 4To oHa 0oJIblile 0X0XKa Ha IIPeKPaCHYIO IJIEHHUIY, BIIEKOMYIO B IIOBO3KE
no0eouTessi, 4eM Ha CUaCT/IMBYIO IPUTTIAIIeHHYIO Ha IJapCTBEHHYIO CBafib0y.

Be3sycnoBHo, B MEIC/ISIX ['opTeH3uu Gosiblilee MeCTO 3aHUMaJla MaTh, BEICJIaHHAS C €e TOPEM B flajieKoe
HaBappckoe nomecTse.

3a BceMH 3THUMM 3KHUIIaKaMH CJIefloBalia 3anpsKeHHass BOCbMEPKO# GeJTbIxX JTolafel 00biias,
TIOJTHOCTBHIO ITO30JI0YEHHAS KapeTa, YKpalleHHast UMIIePaTOPCKOY KOPOHOM, HO COBEPILEHHO MyCTas.
970 Oblyla ocTaBNeHHas 0e3 Jefla KapeTa UMIIePaTPHITH, 100 CyIpyXKecKas Iapa peluiia MoKa3aThCs
B OOHOM 3KuIaxe. Cpasy XKe 3a 3TUM I030JI0YEHHEIM MOHYMEHTOM eXaJjla IOTyOTKPHITast KOJISICKa, B
KOTOPOH Haxomunuch Hamoneon u Mapus-JIyu3a... ¥ MapuaHHa chejana 60JbIue T71asa, B TO BpeMs
KaK MPHUBETCTBEHHEIE BO3TJIACH TOJIIE 3aMeTHO moyTuxiau. Hu ITapuxk, Hu MapraHHa He MOTTIH cebe
IIPEeNCTaBUThL TOTO, YTO OHU YBHUISIT.

B Konsicke, moMaxuBasi pyKO! KaKMM-TO HEJIOBKUM 3ay4YeHHLIM [BUXKeHUeM, Mapus-Jlyusa c
HEMHOT'0 IIPOCTOBATHIM BUAOM yIbIOasack, paCKpacHEBIIasICS IOJ TSIKeJIoM aJiMa3HOM KOPOHOH, B
BEJIMKOJIEITHOM IIJIaThe U3 3aTKaHHOT0 cepebpoM Tiost — ouepenHoM IneneBpe Jlepya. YTo Kacanock
CUMSILIEro PsAgoM ¢ Hel HarmoseoHa, TO OH HaCTOIBKO OTJIMYAJICS OT CBOEr0 0OBIYHOTO 00/IMKa, YTO
nopaxkeHHas MapuaHHa cpa3y ke 3abbuta 0 PpaHcuce.

[TpuBEIKIIIasA K CTPOTO IMMPOCTOTE €T0 MYHOUPOB IOJTKOBHUKA erepeil uiu rpeHafepoB, K eTo YepHBIM
UM CepHIM (ppakaM, MapraHHa He MOTJIa TIOBEPUTD, YTO CTPAHHBIN TEPCOHAXK, KOTOPLIN yIIbIOaCs u
menasn PyYyKo# U3 KOISICKY, OBI JTFOOMMEIH €10 YyestoBeK. OmeThId MOl MCIIAHIA, B KOPOTKUX ITaHAX U
KOPOTKOM IIjIallle 3 YCHIIAHHOTO aaMa3aMu 0ejloro atjiaca, OH KaKMM-TO YyOOM YOepKUBasl Ha
roJIOBE B PAaBHOBECHU OTUKOBUHHOE COOPYKeHHUe U3 YepHoro 6apxaTa u OeJIbIX IIepbeB, BOCBMUKPATHO
OTIOSICAHHOE PSifaMU aIMa30B.

OTa mUIsAa yKe ogHa 3aciyKuBasa maMdiieTa: OHa IMOXOAKIIA Ha IIJION OUIETAaHTCKON UMITPOBH3AINH
U OoTfaBajia PeHeccaHcoM, 4TO ObIJIO, II0 MHEHUIO0 MapuaHHb, COBEPIIEHHOW HEJIeMOCThI0 U
abCoJII0THO He TapMOHKPOBAJIO C GJIeHBIM JINIIOM M CTPOTUM IipoduiieM HoBoro Lle3aps. Kak oH Mor
COTJIACUTHLCS TAK BHITJISNETH U KaK...

['poMKHii X0XOT 000pBa HUThL ee MbICIel. Bo3aMyIeHHas, HO B TNIyOKWHE AYIINU JOBOJIbHAS
BO3MOXKHOCTHIO pa3psguUTh CBOU THEB U pa3odapoBaHue, MapuaHHa OBEpPHYIack K ®paHCUCY,
KOTOPBIN, OTKUHYBIINCH Ha TOAYIIKY, 663 MaJlelIIero CTeCHEHUS CMESJICS BO BCE TOPJIO.

— Mory nu 5 y3HaTh, UTO BBl HAIIM CMELTHOT'0? — CYXO CIIPOCHUJIa OHA.

— [Ila Befp... 0x, HET! Mosi moporas, TOJIbKO He TOBOPHUTE, YTO BE He HaxonuTe 6e3yMHO 3a0aBHBEIM
Mackapap bonu! OH HaCTONIBKO CMEIIOH, YTO AeflaeTCs JaKe BeTndeCTBeHHBIM! [[elCTBUTENBHO,
MOJKHO CMESIThCS IO CJIe3... UTo I U genaw! ... ¥ Hukorma He Bugen Huuero 6omnee komuuHoro! O!
ITO HECIHIXaHHO... HECIbIXaHHO!..

Tem Gonee pa3bsipeHHas, YTO B rITyOMHe OyIIX OHA HOJIKHA Oblla IPU3HATh, UTO OH IIPAB, YTO ITOT
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OLIETOMJISIONTUH KOCTIOM, HECMOTPS Ha YKpaAIIaoIIue ero AParolleHHOCTH, MOHoIes Okl KaKOMy —
HUOYOb BOSIKE-IIIETOJII0, a He OKPYKEHHOMY T'PO30BEIMHU TydyaMHu 3eBCy, MapuaHHa C TPYAOM
yIoepxKajla OXBaTHUBIIEe ee TUKOe XKeJlaHue OpocuThcs Ha OpaHcuca, HOrTSIMH Pa30apaTh ero
Iep3Koe JIUII0 ¥ 3aCTaBUTh CMOJIKHYTh OCKOPOUTEIbHBIN cMeX. Brlo Onl ¥ Hee ceiidac B pyKax 11000e
OpyXkHe, U OHa UCII0JIb30Basia Okl ero 6e3 Masnenmux KonebaHui, Kak Torga Houblo B Cenrone! OHa
CTPACTHO ejaja, 4ToOrl HarmojaeoH mosiBUIICS mepef BparoM B CTPOTOM M ITPOCTOM BEJIUYUU CBOETO
BOEHHOTO OJIesTHUS, TIOPA3UB €T0 Y2KaCOM HJIU 110 MEeHBIIeH Mepe BHYLIUB eMy CIIaCUTeNTbHYI0 0053Hb
nepeq HalageHNeM Ha Hee, MapruaHHY, ero IPU3HAHHYIO BO3JII00IEHHYI0... Tak HET, YTOOR
JKEHUTHCS Ha 9TOU OOJIBINON KPAaCHOIUIEH IeBe, eMy IOHa00UI0Ch HAPSIAUTLCS, KaK (GaBOPUTY
I'enpuxa III!..

OpHaKo Hamo TI000M 1IeHOM IPEeKPATUTh 9TOT CMEX, OCKOPOJISBIIINY caMoe JOPoroe s Hee: JTI000BE,
eUHCTBEHHOE, YTO el 0CTAJIOCh B MHDE.

BHe3amnHo, Tak CUILHO OOJIE[HEB, UTO, Ka3aJ0Ch, B ee JIUIle He 0CTaJoCh HU OMHOM KallIi KPOBY,
MapraHHa BEIIPSIMUIIACH U C TOJIOBHI O HOT CMepuJyia B3r/ISA0M IIPOJOJIKaBIIero 6e3yMHO X0X0TaTh
®pancuca.

— Yo6upaiitecs! — OHa noBrICHTIa Tonoc. — Ham Heuyero 60bllie TOBOPUTH APYT APYTY. Briiioute us
MOel KapeTrl, IT0Ka 5 He BBHILIBLHIPHYJIA Bac, U MHE HallJleBaTh Ha BCE raflOoCTH, KOTOPHIE BEI
3aMBIITIgeTe TPOTUB MeHs! MHe Bce 6e3pa3nuyHo, BH CIbIINTE? MoxkeTe Be3fe pa3dpachiBaTh Balll
TIaCKBUJIb, S HE IPEANPUMY HUYero, 4ToOsl BaM noMemnats! [lenaiTe 4TO XOTUTE, TOJIBKO
ybupatitecs! f He xouy BumeTh Bac Oosbine! Y 3HalTe, YTO BH He IIOIYYUTE HU CY!

OHa mouTH KpHU4aja 4, HeCMOTPS Ha IIyM Ha IIJIOUIA[H, I'OJIOBEL CTaIM 000pauYnBaTHCS K HUM.
®pancuc Kpanmep mepecran cmesaThcss. OH cxBaTUI MapuaHHY 3a PyKy, CKuMas ee 1o 00Ju.

— YcnokoiTech HeMe[JIEHHO, — IIPOIINUIIEN OH, — U ITepecTaHbTe TOBOPUThH IJIYIIOCTU. ITO HU K UEMY
He IIPUBELNET, BH He n30aBUTECh OT MeHs!

— A s He 6010Ch Bac. Pa3 BH MHe yrpoxaere, To nepeq borom KisiHych, 4To yObIO Bac. BhI cibIuTeE,
nmopa Kpanmep, 51 yObio Bac, ¥ Ha 9TOT pa3 HUKaKas dYejoBedyecKasi MedulliHa BaM He moMoxet! U Bh
OOCTATOYHO 3HAaeTe MeHs, YTOOBl He COMHEBAThCs, UTO s 3TO CIeJIalo.

— 4 yXe pOCHUJ Bac yCIOKOuThLCs! f moHMMalo, moyeMy Bh TaK Bo30yKOeHH. Bhl Bce elile
HaZeeTeCh Ha CBOIO 3HAYUTENILHOCTD, He Tak u? Brl yOexpgaeTe ceOsi, YTO OH Bac Tak JIIOOUT, YTO
3alUTHUT Jaxe OT KJIEBETHI, UTO €I'0 MOTYIIIECTBO YKPOET Bac OT 000l omacHOCTU? Ho B3TNIIHUTE
e Tpe3Bo Ha Hero! OH BOT-BOT JIOIIHET OT PafOCTH, OT YIOBJIETBOPEHHOIO TieciaBus! [ Hero
IlepeXXuThle UM MUHYTH — BeplIuHa Xu3Hu! [logyMaliTe TOJIBKO: OH, KOPCUKAHCKUU ABOPSIHYUK,
coueTtaeTcs 6pakoM ¢ omHOM u3 ['abcOypros!

Bcs aTa pockolms, moxopasinas A0 CMEITHOTO BEICTaBKa AparoleHHOCTeN UMEIOT OfHY Lie/lb: OCIENUTh
ee! U tenepsb oHa OymeT Kak yrogHo BepTeTh HamoneonoM, n6o OH HafeeTcs MOJy4YUTh OT Hee ChIHA,
KOTOPHIM CMOXKET IIPOAOJIKUTH ero OUHACTHIO! A BHI ellle ;yMaeTe, YTO OH PEIIUTCS BhI3BaTh
HEeJ0OBOJIbCTBO AParolleHHOW 3PLUreplOTUHY Pafy 3aluTH yOuuie? He coctaBuT 60IBIIOTO Tpyda
y3HATh Yepe3 IIMUOHOB B AHTJIMM, YTO BaC JEeNCTBUTENIFHO PA3bICKUBAET MOTUILINS 3@ YOUUCTBO
0e33alUTHOM KEeHIIWHE, 1 Torma? [ToBepsTe, HeBu3oM HamomeoHa Ha 3TO BpeMs HaBepHsKa OymeT:
«HuKakux cKaHgaoB!»

[To Mepe TOTO KAk OH TOBOPHJI, MapraHHY 0XBATHIBAJIO TOPhKOE pa3odapoBaHue. Tem Ooree
JKECTOKOe, UTO ITOICO3HATeTbHO OHa IIPU3HaBaJa ero MPaBoTy. B 9T MUHYTH BCe BEJTUKOE JOBEpPHeE,
KOTOPOE OHa COXpaHsjia K MOTYIIEeCTBY ee NI0OBU U ee BIUSHUIO Ha HamomeoHa, mano TPeuMHbE 1
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PACCHITANIOCh IIPaxoM, YTOOH! O0JIbIe He BepPHYThCSI. KOHEYHO, OHA 3HAJa, YTO HPABUTCS €My, YTO OH
m00UIT ee CTPACTHO, HO He OOJIbIIe. ..

JI1060BB, KOTOPYIO KEHIIMHA U3 IIJIOTU U KPOBY BRI3bIBajIa B UMIIEpATOPe, He MOTJjla COlepHUYATh C
m000BbI0, UCIIBITHIBAEMOM UM K CBO€M uMInepuu U cBoel ciase. OH mobun XKoseduny, u TeM He
MeHee KOPOHOBaHHOU CyIpyre IPUIIIOCh CIyCTUTHCS 110 CTYIIEHbKaM TPOHA, YCTyIas MeCTO PO30BOU
aBcTpuiickou Tenke. OH 100U TTONSYKY, OHA HOCHJIA TIOf cepAlieM ero pebeHKa... U Bce ke Mapus
BaneBckasi BEIHYXKIeHa OblJla YIAIUTLCS, B pa3rap 3WMbI OTIIPABUTLCS B CBOIO flajieKyio [Tombimy,
yTOOBI TaM IIPOM3BECTH Ha CBET IIJIOM 3TOM m100BU... UTO cTOoUT MapuaHHa C ee 0O4apOBaHUEM U
BCETIOTJIONAoIIel JTI000BbIO TIEPE JIUI[OM TOM, OT KOTO OH 0XKM[aJl HacJIegHUKA ero CIaBhl U
umnepun?.. MapuaHHa C rOpeybio BCIOMHMIIA, KaK OH TOBOPUJI ei 6€33a00THEIM TOHOM: « 4 KeHIOCh
Ha Oproxe!» Temeps 9T0 «Opr0X0» OBIIIO [JIST HET'O JOPOXKEe CAaMOM BEJIMKOMN B MUPE JTI00BH.

[TonHBIME CJ1€3 I'Ia3aMy OHa CJeduIa 3a YIalsIOUIMCS B COTHEYHOM CUSHUHU, CBEPKAIOIIUM
IOBOWHBIM CHUJIY9TOM HOBOOPAYHHIX, KOTOPHIE HA IIOBOPOTE K MOCTY CJIOBHO ILJIHUIM II0 OKEaHY T'OJIOB...
T'onoc ®pancuca folien [0 Hee, KakK U3 TIyOMHEI CHa, — BKPaA4YUBEIA, yOeKOaIOIIHi.

— BynbTe ke 6rmaropasymMHoi, MapraHHa, ¥ yIOBOJIbCTBYHUTECH Ballleid COOCTBEHHOM BIACThIO...
BJIACThI0, KOTOPYIO OBITIO OBI ITPOCTO TJIYIIO KOMIIPOMETHUPOBATH U3-3a HECKOIBKUX COTEeH 3Ki0! YTo
3HAQYUT NATHOECAT THICAY JIUBPOB I1d KoposeBsl [Tapuxka?.. BoHM 0THacT ux BaM Ha Clenyollen
Hepere.

— V meHs ux HeT! — oTpe3ana MapuaHHa, IPOCTHO BEITHPAs KOHYMKOM IIajIblla TOTOBYI0 CKATUThCS
cresy.

— Ho onu OynyT... cKaxeM, yepe3 TpH AHS. f coolbIny BaM, THe U KakK IepefaTh UX MHe.
— A KTO NIOPYYHTCS, €CNU 5 JaM WX BaM, 4To 5 Oyny u3baBiieHa OT BaIlUX THYCHOCTEN?
®pancuc noTep pykKu U OKUHYJ COO0ECEIHUIY NOBOJILHBIM B3TJISILOM.

— 4 obemato, 4TO BH OyaeTe B IOJIHOM O€30TIaCHOCTH... €CJIM 51 B ONWH IIPEKPaCHHIH IeHb CHOBA He
OKaXyCh B HyXJe€.

Bcerma MOXHO COUMHHUTH HOBEIM TEKCT...

— KoToperit paHo unu mo3pHo 6ymet o6HapomoBaH? B TakoM ciiydyae HaM He 0 YeM TOBOPHUTH, S He
coryacHa. Bce paBHO BHI HalafieTe Ha MeHs, [ia ellle B TaKOW IeHb, KoTHa y MeHs He OyneT meHer!
Hert. [JlenaiiTe 4TO XOTUTE, HO BBl HE MIOYUYUTE NATHAECAT THICIY JIUBPOB!

'oBops 9T0, MapuaHHa yKe HameTuna IiyiaH. CerogHs Be4epoM OHa IOUAET noBupaaTh dyiire, unn
Iaxke uMIepaTopa, eciu 6ymeT Bo3MoxkHO. OHa cKaxeT 00 yrpoxKalollel el 0IIaCHOCTH, U €CIIH
HUKOMY He y[acCTCSl BOCIPENSATCTBOBATh PACIPOCTPAHEHUIO TAaCKBUJIA, OHA ye[eT KyAa rjia3a IIaasrT,
He BaXXKHO Ky[a, Beb MeXOy Hel ¥ UMIePaTOPOM CJIHIIKOM 6OJbIIas JUCTAHIMS, YTOOHI ITPOCUTH €T0
3aHUMAaThCS ee menaMu. OHa yemer... B Tanuio, HalmpuMep, TOe ee T0JI0C IT03BOIUT el 3apaboTaTh
Ha XKWU3Hb U I'Ie, MOXKeT OBITh, OHa CMOXKET HalTH CBOET0 KPECTHOTO M NOOUTHCS PACTOPKEHUS 9TOTO
yxkacHoro Opaka. HakoHel, BHOBb cTaB MapuaHHOM A'AccenbHa, — OHa oOpaTuia BHUMaHue, YTO ee
OEeBUYbSA (l)aMI/IJII/IH HE YHOMI/IHaJIaCB B IIaCKBUJI€, BOBMOZXKHO, U3 605{3HI/I OTpHHaTeHBHOﬁ peakKnuu
BBLICIIIET'O (PPAHITY3CKOTO IBOPSHCTBA, — OHA, MOXKET OBITh, CMOXKET HEMHOTO IIPUOIU3UTHCST K
Hamomneony... CHOBa romoc jopaa KpaaMepa BepHyI ee K 0eUCTBUTEJIbHOCTH.

— Ax, 51 3a0b171! — Hayall OH HaCMEIUINBO-TI00€3HEIM TOHOM. — 3Has CTPEMUTEIbHOCTD BaIlero
IIPOTUBOIEUCTBUS ¥ HECHOCHYIO IPUBBIYKY MCYe3aTh, He OCTABIAS afipeca, s I03Bojun cebe
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IIOTIOJTHUTEJIbHYIO IPENOCTOPOKHOCTD, 06e30macuB cebst 0co60i, 3TOM CTapoy cyMacIleIel,
KOTOpast CIIyKUT BaM OIHOBPEMEHHO U MaTEPhIO, U KOMIIaHbOHKOM, HO, TI0-MOEMY, ITPOCTO Ballla
Ky3UHa.

Ceppaue y MapraHHB HEHCTOBO 3a6HII0Ch, a TOPJIO CAaBUjla HEBUAUMAS PyKa.
— Apenaunpga? — mpoienTana oHa. — Ho mpu ueM xe...
— OHa... urpaert, 5 Obl CKa3aJj, 3HAYUTETbHYIO POJIb.

Ecnu 05l BB NTy4llle 3HAJIX MEHS, [0porasi, BaM ObIsI0 OBl U3BECTHO, YTO S HE U3 TeX, KTO HaYyWHaeT
UTPy, He UMes HafleXKHBIX KO3bIPEe B pyKe. B JaHHBIM MOMEHT MafeMya3selb A'AccenbHa, KOTOPYIO OT
Balllero UMEeHU BHI3BAJIX K BaM, JOJI2KHA HaXOOUTHCS B YKPOMHOM MeCTeuKe 0[] BHUMAaTEeIbHEIM
Ha0noneHneM HeCKOJIbKUX TPelaHHEIX Apy3el. M ecnu Bbl XOTUTE YBUOETH €€ JKUBOH. ..

[Tpon3usiIas cepaie MapuaHHbI 00JIb HEBOJIBHO TTOATBEPAUTIA BETUYUHY €€ IIPUBSI3aHHOCTH K
Ky3uHe. OHa 3aKphljia I1a3a, YTo0H yaepkKaTh cie3kl, 100 HU B UeM He X0TeJla MIPOSIBUTh Iepef] STUM
YeJI0BEKOM CBOI0 cytabocTs. [Tpe3penHnii! OH nep3HyI 3aXBaTUTh MUIYIO CTApYyIO IEBY, TaKyi0
no6pyio, Takylo npefaHHyoo! M MapuaHHa Teneph MOHSIa, KAKOBE B3aUMOOTHOILIEHUS,
cBg3biBaloimue KpanMmepa ¢ ®aHIIOH U ee makkoi. [IpencTaBuB cebe Afenauny B pyKax 3TOTO
oTpebbsi, OHa IIOUYBCTBOBaJa, KaK B HEY ITOMHUMAETCS BOJIHA OTBpallleHus U HerogoBaHusa. OHa
NOCTATOYHO XOPOILIO 3Hajla UX XOJIOOHYI0 KEeCTOKOCTh, IIOJIHeHIIee OTCYyTCTBUE COBECTIIUBOCTH,
HEHaBHUCTh, C KOTOPOU OHU IIPEeCIefoBaJIX BCe, YTO B KAKOU-TO CTEIIEHU KacaloCh UMIIePaTOPCKOT0
pexumMa.

— Brl mocmenu! — BHe ce6st BCKpHKHYJIa OHa. — BHI ITOCMesH cienaTh 3TO ¥ HafeeTeCh C IOMOIIIbI0
TaKOM THYCHOCTH 3aCTaBUTh MeHs cornacuthbca? Ho s Hauny ee. { 3HaIO, Ie JIOTOBUILE Y2KaCHON
CTapyxu, KoTopas Ha0niofaeT 3a HaMU C TaKOW OTBPATUTEIbHOU YIBIOKOM.

— B03MOXHO, BH U HalifieTe ee, — 6e3MATekKHO 0TBeTuN OpaHCUC, — HO Ipeaynpexkaan: eciiu
3acajieHHbIe CIOPTYKU ulleek Dyile MOgBATCS BO BlIafeHUAX Moerd Munoi OaHIIOH, OHU HAUAyT TaM

Tpy1!
— BrI He mocMeeTe OOUTH [0 3TOro!

— [Touemy OBl ¥ HET? 3aTO, €C/IM BHl IIPOSIBUTE IIOHSATIIMBOCTD, €CIIH, KaK S Haflel0Ch, BBl MUPHO
TI0JITAJUTE CO MHOM, 00€ellai0 BEPHYTh €€ BaM B OTJIMYHOM COCTOSIHUH.

— Kak g Mory BepuTh cjiI0BaM Mofo0HOTO...

— Heropsis, st 3Hat0, — 3akoH4mMn ®paHcuc. — MHe KaXkeTcs, V Bac HeT Bhibopa. HaunHaliTe UCKATh
IATHAECAT THICSY JIMBPOB, B KOTOPHIX 5 TaK HYXK[aioch, Muiasg MapuanHa. M s obeljaio He
obOpalaThcs K BaM 3a (HMHAHCOBOM ITOMOIIIBIO... CKaXKeM, IIeNbii rof! A Temeps...

OH oTopBaJcs HaKOHeI] 0T HapXaTHHIX [TOAYIIEK, OBJIafiesl pPyKo#, KOTOPYIO olleneHeBIIass MapraHHa
[axke He IofyMana 3alUTUTh, U IpHuKan ee K rybam. TolIbKo ONHO MTHOBEHUE OIlyIana MOJIofas
JKeHIIMHA 9TO IPUKOCHOBeHKe. Ee TOHKAs pyKa BHICKOJIb3HYIA U3 OOTSHYTHIX 3aMILEe MasbleB
dpaHcuca.

—4d HEHaBUXY Bac! — — cka3asa oHa 6ecIBeTHHIM roaocoM. — O, Kak s HEHaBUXY Bac!

— He BUXKY B 3TOM HMKAKOTO HEYOoOCTBa, — OTBETUJI OH CO 3JI0¥ YCMEIIKOH. — Y HEKOTOPHIX
JKEHIIUH HEHaBUCTh UMeeT 60jiee IPUSATHLIM BKYC, YeM JII000Bb. 51 MOIy4yy MOU OEHbIU?

MapuanHa ¥ HeM3BeCTHBIN U3 TocKaHbI 55 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

— Ilonyuurte, HO Oeperutecsk! Eciu ¢ TONMOBE MOe# Ky3UHH yIIafeT XOTh BOJIOCOK, BO Bcedl EBpore BEl
He HaiifgeTe ybexwuiua oT Moeir Mectu. KnsaHycy umeneM mMoero ota! M mycTs 51 cama orubHy Ha
smadoTe, HO paHblile g YObIO BaC .. 3TUMH pyKamu!

OHa mopHsIIa MPSIMO K JIUITY JTopaa KpanMepa CBOM 3aTSHYTHE B CUPEHEBHIE ITepUYaTKH PYKH. YIIbIOKa
Ha rybax ®paHcuca yracyua. B cBepkaroIeM u3yMpyaoM B3TJsife OBITI0 CTOIBKO XOJIOMHOM
PELINMOCTH, CTOJIbKO CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAHHOW SPOCTH, YTO OH B3[POTHYJ. 3a/IMBIIas 3TO IPeKpacHoe
nu1o 071eOHOCTh U TaK SICHO BhIpakeHHOe OeCKOHeYHOe CTpajaHue KOCHYINChH, OYeBUAHO, CaMBIX
TaAWHBIX CTPYH 3TOMCTHYHOM AYIIM aHTIM4YaHWHaA. BUAMMO, OH XOTeN 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO, IIepeiyMas,
TIOBEJI IIJIeYaMu C pa3gpakeHneM 4YeJI0BeKa, JKelalomero n30aBUTLCS OT HeKelaTeIbHOr0 OpeMeHHU.
W TONBbKO CIYCTHUBIINCH Ha 3eMJII0, OH IMpoOypyar, He IJsAas, Ha MOJIOOYI0 XKEeHIITUHY:

— Ecnu BaM XKejaTeabHO MOIYYUTh OT MEHS YIOBIETBOPEHUE, 9TO HU [JIsS KOTO He SIBIISIeTCS
3anpeTHHIM. U... cCOBeTYI0 BaM U36aBUTHLCS OT IPHUBHIYKY TOBOPUTH TPOMKHKE CJIOBA U [efaTh
Omaropogubie xkecTel! OT HUX Ha ke HeceT OalaraHoM.

OH ymanuics, OTIYCTUB 3Ty SIHOBUTYIO CTPEIy, Ha KOTOPYIO Y MapruaHHHBI y2Ke He XBAaTUIIO [YXY
oTBeTHUTD. [la 1 3aueM? CKBO3b HEYHNEePKUMO JILIOIIUECS Ce3bl OHA BUJeNa, KaK OH cell B KabpHoerT,
He OTBeydas Ha BOIIPOCH CBOEM HallapHUIIBI, B35IJT1 BOXKKHU U CTaJl pa3BOPayMBaTh YIPSIKKY. A
cBageOHBIN KOPTEXK yKe MCYe3 3a Pa3BOJHEIM MOCTOM TIOMIIBPH, ¥ TOJIIA TEMepb pacTeKanach K
Pas3BlIeYeHUSIM, KOHIUTEPCKUM U OydeTaM 1m0 OTKPHITEIM HeO0M, OpKecTpaM u poHTaHAM, B
KOTOPBIX BMECTO BOMHBI IOSIBUJIOCH BUHO. Ho MapuaHHa HUYEro 3TOro He BUfesa.

OxBauyeHHast OTBPATUTEILHBIM YyBCTBOM IOpPaXKeHus U 6eccunius, oHa ocTaBajlach HEIIOIBUXKHOM,
cXKuMas B pyKax 0JIecTSIIyI0 Py4Ky 30HTHKA, CO LIleKaMU, 3aJIUTHIMU Cle3aMy, MeIeHHO
IaflaBIIMMK Ha Kpy2KeBa IIaThs, He fyMas 0 TOM, YTO Haf0 [103BaTh ApKaauyca UK IPUKa3aTh
yexaTb. Bce ee MbIC/K ObISIM IPUKOBAHEL K €€ HeCUaCTHOM Ky3UHE U TOMY, YTO OHa MOTJIa BEIHECTH B
pykax 6anpuToB ®anuoH — Koponesckoi JIlumuu.

Ho xak Toneko ZKomnuBasb 3aMeTus1, 4TO JIoph KpaHMep OKUHYI KapeTy, OH CIIyCTUJICSA BHU3 U
[IpUCOenUHUIICA K MapraHHe.

— Caaroe He60! YTo ¢ BaMu CIIy4nI0Ch? — BCKpUYall OH, YBU[S €€ IIPeBpaTUBIIENCS B CTATYIO
oTdasgHusg. — YTO chesiaa C BaMu 9TOT YesioBeK? [ToueMy BHI He IT03BaJId MEHSA?

[TocMOTpeB Ha HETO MOJIHBIMHU CJIe3 IJIa3aMHU, OHa paclpaBuia CKOMKAHHBIN JKeJITHIH JINCTOK 1
IPOTSHYTIa EMY.

— UnTaliTe, — e4Ba IPOMOJIBUJIA OHA. — 3aBTPa 3TO IPOYTET BeCh [lapukK, ecnu 1 OTKaxXyCh JaTh
TpebyeMyio cymMmy. Bosee TOro... 4TOOBI 3aCTaBUTh MeHS OBITH CTOBOPYUBEH, OH IIOXUTUIT Afleslauny.
4 B ero pykax, ApKafinyc, ¥ OH He BHIIYCTUT MeHs! OH IpeKpacHO IIOHKMAaET, YTO UMIIEPATOP HYU 3a
YTO HE COTJIAaCUTCS OBITh 3aMelllaHHEIM B CKaH[ialle, YBUIETh CBOE UMS PSIOM C UMEHEM yOUMITHL.

— V6uins? [la B 9TOM HET HY CJIOBA ITPABMI!
— VBHI. 3amuiascs, s HeBonbHO youna Meu CeH-Anb03H. AHTTIMICKAS TTOUIINAS Pa3bICKUBAET MEHS.
— Ax!..

ApKaguyc TSKeso OIYyCTUIICS Ha cufieHbe. MapruaHHa CO CTPaxoM 3aMeTHusIa, Kak OH Io0IenHeN, U y
Hee MMPOMEeJIbKHYJIa MBICITb, HE OCTABUT JIM €€ U OH Ha MPou3BoI cyabOH... Ho 2KonmuBanb TOIBKO
IOCTaI U3 KapMaHa TPOMAJIHbIM 0ATHCTOBEIN IIJIATOK ¥, 0OHSB PyKOM MapuaHHY 3a IIJIeYH, CTajl 10 —
OpaTCK¥ BEITUPATh HEIIPEPHIBHO KATUBIIKUECS CJIE3HL.
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CunbHBIM 3amaxX 00eKOJI0Ha HAIlOJIHUI KapeTy.

— W CKONBKO X0YeT 3TOT... MXKEHTJIbMEH? — CIPOCUN OH CIIOKOKHO.

— [IaTpaecaT THICAY IUBPOB... B TeueHUe Tpex aHeu. OH JacT MHe 3HaTh, I'le U KakK IepefaTh UX eMy.
ApKapnyc BOCXUIIEHHO IPUCBUCTHY]L.

— YepT Bo3bMu! YV Hero HepypHOU anneTuT! HacKOIbKO g MOHUMAI0, 9TO TOJIBKO Havano! OH He
OCTaHOBUTCS Ha TaKOW CUACTIUBOM fopore, — no0aBuUI OH, Ipsda B KapMaH IIJIaTOK.

— BrI mymaeTe, 4TO OH NMPeObSIBUT U Opyrue TpeboBaHuUs?

9To ¥ MOe MHEHHUE, HO OH 00ellas, eciiy s 3aliavy, He TPOraTh MeHs OUH TOf ... BEPHYThH B
IIeJIOCTH U COXPAHHOCTHU Afeaupny.

— Kak 370 nm06e3H0 ¢ ero cTopoHbl! MHe KaxkeTcsl, Bbl He cO6MpaeTech IPOHUKHYTHCS K HEMY
goBepuem?

— Hu Ha cekyHOy, HO y Hac HeT BriObopa. OH ymepxkuBaeT Afesaufy U 3HaeT, 4TO 5 CHeJalo BCe,
YyTOOBI COXPAHUTH € XKU3Hb. ECITH g MyIy MOMIHUIIMIO 10 eT0 Cleny, oH 6e3xkanocTHOo yobeT ee! Eciu
OBl He 3TO, MBI y2Ke ObUIM Obl Ha IyTH K foMy Trepiiora OTpaHTCKOTO.

— ..KOTOPHI! He cMor Ol IPUHSTH Bac, U100 OH IIPUCYTCTBYET Ha CBafib0e uMieparopa. K Tomy ke
HUYTO He TOBOPUT 3a TO, YTO OH CyMeJI Obl BOCIIPENATCTBOBATD MOSIBIIEHUIO 3TOM rafocTu. TpynHee
BCETo O0POTHCS C MACKBUISIMU. OHU MOSIBIITIOTCS KaXXOBIU eHb. Het, g cipamuuBaio cebs, He
CMOZKEM JI1 MBI CaM¥ HaUTU MafeMya3enb Agenaupy. f 3Halo He Tak YK MHOTO MecT, rae ®aHIoH
Mora Ol ee cIpsiTaTh, ©00 B IPEKPACHO TOHUMAETe, YTO OHA B €e pyKax!

— MoxeTt ObITh, B KaMeHooMHESX [[Taiio?

— Kareropuuecku Het! [le3opMo He cymaciuepiasi! OHa MpeKpacHO 3HAET, YTO 3TO YIOTHOE
MeCTe4YKO 0OJIbIle He SIBJIIETCS I Hac TaiHou. HeT, oHa momkHa Oblyia TOMECTUTD €e B IPYroM
MecCTe, HO IPUAeTCs JefCTBOBATh TaK OCTOPOXKHO, YTOORI, He ITPUBJIeKasi BHUMaHUs, YOEOUTLCS B
3TOM, TIIOTOMY YTO 5 yMalo, TaK e KakK ¥ Bbl, BIIPOYEM, UTO aHTIMYaHUH 6e3 KoneOaHU TOKOHYHUT C
IIJIEHHHUIIeH, KaK OH MPUTPO3UJI BaM. f1 HafileloCh TOIBKO, YTO OH BHIIEPIKUT CPOK [IOI0BOPA U MEI
TIOJTyYUM €€, OTMaB BHIKYII.

— A... ecniv OH He CHeJlaeT 3T0? — C y2KacoM CIIpocuia MapuaHHa.

— BoT noyeMy MBI [JOJIKHBI IONBITAThCS OTKPHITH, TIE OH IpsdeT ee. B mo6oM cinydae, Kak BE
CKa3ajy, y Hac HeT BhIOopa. HaM HyKHO CHadasla 3aljIaTUTh. 3aTeM...

OH 3amornyan. MapraHHa yBUAesa, Kak CXKaJucCh ero YeJIloCTH IOofl KOPOTKOW YepHou 6oponkoii. Ee
BOPYT IIPOH3MUJIO OIIyIleHre HecrubaeMoy BOJIM, TaKo XKe, Kak y ®paHcuca, CKPHIBABIIEHCS B 3TOM
HEBBICOKOM 4eJIoBeKe, TI00e3HOM U XPYIIKOM, B U3BICKAHHOM H3SI1eCTBEe KOTOPOTO IPOTJIIABIBAIIO
Jaze 4YTO-TO KEHCTBEHHOeE.

— 3aTeM? — IoAcKa3ajia OHA.

— Hcmomnb3oBath 106yi0 0TCPOYKY [ HananeHus. Hamo nmoctaBuTh nopra Kpaumepa B Takue
yCIIOBUSI, YTOOBI OH He OBLT B COCTOSTHUY BPEOUTh HAM.

— B®I X0poI1110 3HaeTe, YTO ¥ MeHS TOILKO OJHO XkKeJlaHue: paCTOPTHYTh Moi Opak, 4T0OE 00pecTH
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IIpaBo CTaTh CaMOoM COOOi.
— Jrtoro GymeT, 663 COMHEHUs, HELOCTAaTOYHO.
— HTaxk?

— Hrak, — Hauyasn 2KonuBajb C BeInyalullley HeXKHOCThI0, — B Clly4dae, eCJIM UMIIepaTop He CMOXKET
IIOJlapUTh BaM €To I'0JIOBY, A AyMalo, HaM HYyKHO Oy#eT caMuM HOOHITE ee.

X7agHOKPOBHO M371aras 3TOT CMEPTHBINM MPUTr0BOp, ApKaguyC HarHyJICS BIepen U IMOCTydall TPOCThIO
B OKOIIIEYKO 3a Ky4epOM.

— 9, I'pakx!

[TosiBUIIOCEH KPYIJI0€ JIULIO I0HOTO BO3HUILIEL.

— T'ocmoguH BUKOHT?

— B Trounbpu, Mo Maib4ukK!

9TOT afpec nopa3wi MapraHHy, 000yMbIBaBIIyIO IIpeaokeHne ee Apyra. OHa B3[POTHYyIA.
— B Trounspu? 3auem?

— A pasBe BH HE MOIXKHBEI BCTPETUTLCS TaM ¢ KH3eM Knapu, KOTopsii o0elras mpoBecTy Bac Ha
6onbiryio ranepeto JIyBpa, 4ToOH HAOIIOMATh 3@ BRIXOAAIIE! 13 Kallellsibl UMIIEPATOPCKOW ITapou?

— BHI cepbe3H0 nymMaeTe, — BO3MyTUIach MapruaHHa, — YTO 5T X04Y YBUOETh 3TOT... MacKapap?
ApKamnyc TPOMKO PacCMesiiCs, pa3psfauB 06CTaHOBKY.

— 4 BUXKY, YTO BBI IT0 [IOCTOMHCTBY OILEHUJIM YCUIUS €er0 BeJIu4YecTBa UMIIepaTopa U KOPOJIS B YaCTH
OJIeK[IbI, HO OT 9TOT'0 3PEJIUIe HUYETo He IMOTepPseT H...

— ..M He Jy4ie 4 OyOeT YeCTHO MPU3HATLCS, YTO BB XOTUTE U30aBUTHCS OT MeHs1! YTO BHI
cobupaeTech fieniaTh, ApKaguyc?

— Hwuuero oco6eHHOr0. X04y Che3IUTh B OMHO MECTO ¥ HafeloCh, UTO BHI IIPEIOCTABUTE MHE KapeTy,
B KOTOPO# TeIeph COBEPIIEHHO He HYXKIaeTeCh.

— Bo3bMuTE €e, TOMBKO IIpeXe OTBE3UTE MEHS JTOMOI.
I'pakx, MBI BO3BpalllaeMcsl, — pacrnopsigunack MapuaHHa, B CBOI0 04epeb IOCTy4aB 10 CTEKIY.

Ei X0Tem0Ch BHIIBITATh y 2KonuBais, KaKoBa Le/Ib ero m0e3[KY1, HO OHa 3Haja I10 OIIBITY, 9TO OH OBLT
O4Y€Hb CKPLITHBIM U 3aCTaBUTL €TI0 T'OBOPHUTL, KOI'Ma OH PELINJI MOJI4YaTh, HEBO3MOZKHO.

KapeTta MapuaHHH cejana Ioiayo0opoT, YToOk BepHYThCS Ha MocT Cornacusi. Tomrma, Takas TycTas
IIPY ITPOXOKIEHUY KOPTEXKa, TIOHEMHOTY paccesinack. [To HaGepexkHOU u 1m0 OyIbBapy mapuxKaHe
HATPABIIS/IMCH K IBOPILY TIOUNBPH, THOE cedyac Ha 6arKoHe UMIIepaTOPCKas YeTa maBaja
BO3MOXKHOCTh CBOEMY HapO[y BOCXHUINAThCsS €10. Ho MapuaHHa He ©Mella HY MaJIeHIIero XKeaaHus
BUIETh €€, 3Ty Iapy, TaKyo pa3apakaiolyo, TIOTHYI0 HeCOOTBETCTBUS. Ecu 051 Hamoneo: KeHuncs
Ha IIPUHIIECCEe, OTBEYABIIEH ero COOCTBEHHBIM KPUTepUsM, MapruaHHa, OyIydd aprHCTOKPATKOH,
WCIIBITaa OBl IIPX 3TOM HEKOe YIOBOIbCTBHE, HECMOTPS HA afiICKHe MYKH OCKOPOJIEHHOM JTI00BH... HO
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3Ta KpynHas O6JI0HAMHKA C KOPOBBUMHU I'1a3aMu?.. Kak OH MOT CMOTpeTh Ha Hee C TaKOM PafgoCThio,
TaKOU F'OPHOCTHI0, CKBO3UBIIEN B KaXKI0OM ero gBuxeHuu? [la U caM Hapop 4yBCTBOBa 3T0. MoxeT
OBITH IIOTOMY, YTO IIepe[l €r0 THICSYEeTrIa3biM B30POM CTOsI 06pa3 MpUBIeKaTEIbHON, U3EICKAHHOM,
Bcerna 6e3yKOpPU3HEHHO 3eraHTHOM 2Ko3edrHb, OH NPOSIBUTI Ilepe] HOBOIIPUOLIBIIEH 3HTY31a3M 110
3aka3y. PoOKue IpuBeTCTBEHHLIE BO3TJIaCH Pa3faBajuch JIUIIL Koe-Thae. BpoyeM, CKOIbKO OBIIIO
Cpenu NMPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX, IPUBETCTBYOWINX Maputo-JIyu3sy, Tex, KTO CeMHaAIaTh JIeT Ha3ap rias3en
Ha 3TOH XKe IJIoIIaAy, Kak cjieTesa rojioBa Mapuu-AuTyaHeTTH? A 9Ta HOBasg ABCTPUSTYKA, XKaJIKOe
nofo0ue TOrAallHel OCIenuTeIbHON IPUHIIECCH, Pa3Be MOXKET BHYIIUTH MapUXKCKOM MyOIuKe YTo-
HuOyOb, KpOMe HeIOBEpHUS U TPEBOTU?

B To BpeMs Korga KapeTa Ipoesxkaja 10 MOCTY, C HeKOTOPHIMH TPYAHOCTSIMU U3-3a IPOBOOUBIINXCS
Ha HeM paboT B CBA3M C paclopsixKeHneM UMIlepaTopa YCTaHOBUTh HA HEM BOCEMb CTaTyH IMOTUOIINX
Ha II0JIIX CpakKeHU reHepasioB, 3aTeM HalpaBisanach K JIMIbCcKou ynulle, 00be3xKas 3naHue
3akoHopmaTenbHOTO Kopiiyca, el rpedeckuii pacay OB ellle B CTPOUTENBHEIX Jiecax, MapuaHHa 1
Apkannyc He OOMEHSITIUCh HU CJIOBOM.

Ho Korga KapeTa ocTaHOBUJIach Y 00HOBIEHHOTO IMOoAbe3fa ocobHsIKa O'AccenbHa, MapuaHHa,
IIpUHKMas NPeaoXKeHHYI0 PYKY, He MOTJia yaepakKaTbhbCs OT BOIpoca:

— Bl yBepeHB], 4TO 51 He JOJIKHA COIIPOBOXKAATH BaC... B 9TOX CTOJIb CPOYHOU 1Oe3aKe?

— CoBepIIEeHHO YBEPEH, — HEBO3MYTUMO OTBETHJI ApKaguyc. — ByapTe 61aropa3yMHbI U 0XKUOANUTE
MeHS B TeIJle Y KaMUHa... 1 0COOeHHO I0CTapaiTeCh He BOTHOBATLC! MoxkKeT OBITh, MBI HE TaK YK
fecroMOIIHEL, KaK BooOpaxaeT Mmunopn Kpanmep.

O6oppsitommast ynbi0Ka, TOKJIOH, JIETKUH MPBIXKOK — ¥ BUKOHT e 2KonuBaib ucyes3 B KapeTe, TyT XKe
nokaTuBIIey no ynuie. [Toxkas nneyamu, MapruaHHa IOOHSIACH [T0 CTYIIEHSIM U BOIIJIa B BECTUOIOMI
yepe3 OTKPHITYIO JlaKeeM Bepb. biaropa3yMHO OXUOATh... He BOJIHOBATHCA... 2KOIKUBAIIO JIETKO
IaBaTh MOJOOHBIE COBETHI, @ BOT €M OBIIIO TATOCTHO BOWUTH B 9TOT JOM, THE OHA HE BCTPETUT
Apemnaumy, DOpPOTYIO, HEBHIHOCUMYIO U BOCXUTHTENIbHYIO Afleslaufly C ee HeU3MEHHEIM TOJIOIOM U
0eCKOHEeYHEIMU pPa3rOBOPaMH.

Mornopnas XeHIIMHa He ycIella CIPOCUTh ce0s, YeM OHa 3alilMeT BpeMsi 1o Bo3BpalleHus 2KoauBaris.
OHa TO/IBKO MOAHSIACh 0 00IBIION MPAMOPHOM JIECTHUIIE, YTOOB HAITPABUTHCS B CBOIO KOMHATY,
KaK yBU[eJIa UAYIIero HaBCTPeYy CTPOroro ¥ TOPKECTBEHHOTO B IIBIIITHOM ITAPUKe U TEeMHO-3eJIeHOH
nuBpee nBopenkoro XKepoma. MapuaHHa Hemono61uBana 2KepoMa, KOTOPHIH HUKOTIa He yIbbancs
1, Ka3aJioCh, BCcerga ObIJI TOTOB BEITPSIXHYTh U3 PyKaBa HECKOJIBKO HEIPUSTHEIX HOBOCTEM.

Ho ®opTioH), OTBICKABINAs €ro, yTBePKaalia, YTO YeJIOBEK, CTOIh 071arOBOCIIMTAHHBIN U K TOMY Xe
MpaYHBIH, IPUAAET JOMY 0COOBIN KOJIOPUT.

U ceityac BHITSIHYTOE, CIIOBHO JIE3BHE HOXKa, JIUI0 ABOPELKOT0 ObII0 POPMEHHBEIM MOHYMEHTOM CKYKHU
¥ TIeYasiy, KOTrfa OH IIOKJIOHUJICS.

— l'ocnogua KoOHCTaH 0XKHUOAET TOCIIOZKY B MY3HIKAJIbLHOM CaJiIOHE, — IIPOLIEIITAaJl OH C TaKUM BHUIOM,
CJIOBHO [€JIO IIIJI0 O KaKOM-TO HEIIPUIINYHOM CEKpeTe. — On YK€ U3HeMOraeT OT HETEePIIeHNA.

BHe3anHbIM OPEIB pafoCTU 0xBaTul MapuaHHy. KoHcTaH!

Bep#sbiii kKameppauHep HamosmeoHa, moOBepeHHBINM HHTUMHBIX TallH, XPaHUTEIb TOTO, YTO OTHBIHE CTajlo0
m1st MapuaHHB 4YeM-TO BPOfie TIOTePSIHHOTo pasi! Pa3Be 3TO He NMydIIni OTBET, KOTOPHIM Cyab0a
MOTJIa JaTh €/ Ha CerogHSIIHIO TPEBOT'Y U BUYepaliHue ctpaxu? [Ipucyrcreue KoHcTaHa y Hee
03HayaJjo, 4YT0, HECMOTPS Ha TOPKECTBEHHOCTh [HSA. HamomeoH Bce-TaKu OyMalsl O Hell, OQUHOKOH, 1
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4qTo ABCTpI/IH‘-IKa He TaK yXK IIOKOpPHJIa €ro, Kak COOGHJ;&IOT IMapuXKCKHe CIIJIETHH. MapI/IaHHa C
HaCMEIIKOH IMOCMOTPeEJIa Ha CBOEro JBOpPeUKoOoro.

— Busut rocnogrHa KoHcTaHa — BeNIMKOJIENHAs HOBOCTD MJis MeHs, 2KepoM. Y coBepIleHHO He
00513aTeJIbHO [IeJIaTh TaKyi0 MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHYI0 MUHY, coo0mIas MHe 00 9ToM. Hamo ynbibaTscs,
2KepowM, Korfa [OKIafbIBaeIlb O APYTe, YIb0aThCs... Bbl 3HAeTe, 4TO 3TO TaKoe?

— He ocobeHHO X0po1110, TOCIIOXKA, HO 5 IOCTapalCch OCBETOMUTECS 00 9TOM.
I'masa IV. BO3JIFOBJIEHHBIE MAJTAM I'AMEJIEH

PacmonoXuBIIKICh 0 BO3MOXKHOCTH yaoOHee, KoOHCTaH TepIenuBo, KakK ¥ Momo6aeT CEBEPSHUHY,
oxupnan MapuauHy. Cufs B yriy y KaMUHa, IT0JI0XKUB HOTH Ha MOACTABKY IJIST POB U CKPECTUB PYKHU
Ha XXUBOTE, OH, ITOX0XKe, Jaxe 3aapeMal. 3BYK ObICTPHIX IITar0B MOJIOAOM XKEHIIUHHI 110 MIIUTKAM
BeCTHUOI0JIS BEIPBAJI €r0 U3 CJIafIOCTHOM IPEMOTHI, a Korma MapuaHHa BOIla B My3bIKaJIbHBIM CaJIOH,
OH ORI HAa HOTaX ¥ MMOYTUTEILHO IIPUBETCTBOBAJI €€.

— Tl'ociogue KoncTaH! — BOCKIIMKHYJIa OHa. — Kaxk 2KaJjib, 4TO BaM MIPUIIIOCH XKAaTh! ITO TaKoe
peaKoe YOOBOIbCTBHE — BUMETH Bac... 0COOEHHO B TaKOW OeHb! f cunTasna, 4YTo HUKaKas
yeJioBeyecKas cuja He Oy[eT B COCTOSHUU OTOPBaTh Bac OT ABOpIia!

— Jlns npuKa30B UMIepaTopa He CyIIeCTBYeT HU NPa3gHUKOB, HU APYTUX TOPKECTBEHHBIX
00CTOSITENHLCTB, MafieMya3enb MapuanHa. OH mpuKasai... ¥ g TyT! UTo KacaeTcsl 0KHWOaHUs, TO He
OecrokouTech. f momyuun 60JIbIII0E YIOBONLCTBUE, CIIOKOMHO OTALIXAs MOCIIe BCEX 3TUX BOITHEHUN B
BallleM YIOTHOM XKUJIUIIE.

— 3HaAYuUT, OH BCe XKe MmomyMan 000 MHe! — Hayara MapuaHHa, Cpa3y paCTPOTaBIIUCh, ©0O0 3Ta
PafioCTh MPHIIIIA CITUIIKOM CKOPO TTOCJIe TOTO, YTO e¥ IPHUIIIIOCh BEIHECTH Ha moinaau Cormacus.

— OpHaKo... 5 moJlarao, YTo ero BeTHYeCTBO MOBOIBHO YacTo gyMaeT o Bac! Kak Ovl TO HU OBLITO, —
moOaBUII OH, XKECTOM OTKa3kIBasICh OT IPUTJIALIEHUS CECTh, — TeIePh MHE Hafo BEITOIHUTD
TIOPY4YEeHHe U IIOCKOPee BO3BPATUTHLCS BO OBOPEII.

OH HaIpaBWJICS K KJIaBECHHY U B3SJI JIe2KaBIIUHN HAa HEM IOPTQes.

— HMMnepaTop mopyunsi MHe IlepefiaTh BaM 3T0, MafieMya3elb MapuaHHa, C HauTydlIIuMU
noxenaHusaMu. TyT OBafaTh THICAY JILBPOB.

— JleHbru? — BOCK/IMKHYJIa MOJIOfas XKeHIIMHa, 3aJIMBIINCh Kpackou. — Ho...
KoncTaH He 103BOJINII € 3allpOTECTOBATE.

— Ero Benn4ecTBo mopgyMall, 4TO y BaC MOT'YT OBITH B 9TH OHU (I)I/IHaHCOBbIe 3aTPYOHEHNsI, — CKa3all
OH YHBIGEIHCB. — K TOMY K€ 3TO TOJIBKO I'OHOpap, 100 ero BeJINYEeCTBO HY2KOaeTCAd B BalllMX yCIIyIaX U
BaIlleM TaJlaHTe I10CJI€3aBTpa...

— HMMmepaTop X04eT, 4TOOH! S IPHILIA. ..

— B Trounbpu, neTh Bo BpeMs G0IBIIOTO IpHeMa, KOTOPhIH OymeT TaM gaH. BoT Baime
IIpuriamesue, — 0o0aBUI OH, JOCTaB U3 KapMaHa 0JeCHYBIIYIO 30JI0TOM KapTOUYKY ¥ IPOTATUBAs ee
MapuanHe.

Ho ona He B3s151a ee. CerCTI/IB PYKH Ha I'PyH, OHa MEOJIEHHO IIOAOO0IIJIa K CMOTPEBIIEMY B Cal OKHY.
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B GacceliHe u3 ceprlx KaMHEH Urpaa Boga poHTaHa, 0KUBIISAS YILI0A0MIMECS T'Ia3a 0CeIaBIIero
nenbduHa aMypa. MapuaHHa HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI co3epliajia ero, He MMPOU3HOCS HU CJIOBA.
O6ecmoKOeHHEIH ee MoTyanueM, KoHCTaH mpubIu3uiIcs.

— IToyeMy BBl HUYETO He ToBopuTe? Brl mpupeTte?

— 4... y MeHs HeT HUKAKOro xejaHus, Koucran! BeITh 00513aHHOM METh ITepen 9TOH KEeHIITUHOM,
cHenaTth rmepeq Hel peBepaHc... I He CMOTY HUKOTrOa?

— OpHako 310 Heobxomumo! MiMmepaTop ¥ Tak yxKe ObIJT 04eHb HeIOBOJIEH BALIIUM OTCYTCTBHEM B
KommbeHe, 1 rocmoxa I'paccuHu MOYyBCTBOBasa Ha ce0e ero 1miaoxoe HacTpoeHue. ECiu Bel Ha 3TOT
pa3 obMaHeTe ero OXHuaaHus, IOC/IefyeT BCIHIIIKA THeBa.

MrHoBeHHO 00epHYBIIMCh, MapraHHa BCKpUYana:

— Ero rueB? Heyxkenu OH He TIOHUMAaET, YTO UCILITHIBAO 5, BUMAS €r0 PSAAOM C 9TOU XEHIIUHOU? A
TOJIBKO 4TO OblyIa Ha momtanu Cornacus, s BUfesa ero 0OKOJIO Hee, CUSIONIETo YIIbIOKOH,
TOP2KECTBYIOIIEr0, HACTOJILKO OYEBUAHO CHACT/IMBOTO, UTO MHE CTaJIO0 IJI0X0. B yroay eu oH poien
[0 CMELIHOT0! ITOT BEHIYYPHBEIA KOCTIOM, 3TOT TOK...

— OX, 9TOT IPOKJISTHINA TOK, — CMesICh, CKa3an KoHcTaH, — HY U 3afiai ke OH HaM paboTy! Mk
TIOTPATU/IM NOOPHIX I0JT4aca, YToOH IPUAaTh eMY IOOXOsIIee MOJ0XKeHKe, HO... 0OXOTHO T'OTOB
IIPU3HATh, YTO 3TO HE yHAaioCh.

Xopoiee HacTpoeHue KoncraHa, mpefcTaBieHHas UM HEOOJIbIIAasA ClleHKa HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUITH
pacxomuBIINECS HEPBH MapuaHHbI, HO CTPalaHus MOJIOIOM XKEHIIIMHBI He YCKOIb3HYIH OT B3TJIAIa
MMIIEPATOPCKOT0 KaMepAuHepa, ¥ OH MPOJ0JIzKal 60JIee CePhe3HBIM TOHOM:

— YT0 KacaeTcs UMIEepaTPHUIbl, MHE KaXKeTCs, YTO BEl OJIZKHE CMOTPETh Ha Hee, MOFo6HO BCeM HaM,
KaK Ha HEeKWil CHMBOJI IIPOJOJIXKEHUS JUHACTHH. I HCKPeHHEe CYUTAI0, YTO YKPAIIAOIINA ee
POXKIEHNEe OPeoT IIPEMICTABIISIeT B Ila3ax UMIepaTopa Kyaa GobIiyio [eHHOCTh, YeM caMa ee 0coba!

MapuraHHa oxaja Ijie4yaMu.

— [TonHoTe! — Bo3pa3usna oHa. — MHe nepefaBay, YTO Ha APYrO# AE€Hb [10CJIe TOM 3HaMEeHUTON
Houu B KoMIbeHe OH CKa3ajl 0MHOMY U3 CBOMX IIPUOIMKEHHHIX, TOTSATUBAs €ro 3a yX0: «KeHuTech
Ha HeMKe, IpYT MO, 9TO JIy4Iliie B MUPe XKEeHIIUHL: HeXKHEIE, HoOphle U CBeXue, KaK pPo3hl!»
I'oBOPUII OH 3TO UK HET?

KoHcTan oTBe I'1a3a ¥ MefjIeHHO IIOIIEe]T 3a CBOEU IUIAIION, KOTOPYI0 OCTaBUJI Ha OJHOM U3 Kpeces y
Bxofia. OH ITOBepTeN ee MeXAY IalbllaMy, 3aTeM IOHSJ I'Mla3a K MapuaHHe U YILIOHYJICS el C
JIETKOU I'PYCTHIO.

— Ila, OH cKa3aJ Tak, HO 9TO OBIJIO He YeM MHEIM, KaK BEIPaskeHHeM CBOEro poja 00JieryeHus.
[TogymatiTe, Beob OH 3HaJ 00 9pLUreploTUHE TONBKO TO, YTO OHa ['abcOyprka, Joub MoOeXaAeHHOTO V
Barpama, u MOT pacCYMTHLIBaTh Ha BEHICOKOMEpPHeE, THEB, OTBpalleHue. ITa 61arogyiiHas, HEMHOTO
HEeYKJII0Kasl MpuHIlecca, poOKasi, KaK JepeBeHCKas HeBeCTa, BCeM MOBOJIbHAs, YCIoKouma ero. OH ef,
KaK MHe KaXeTcs, T7Ty00Ko Ipu3HaTesieH. YTo ke KacaeTcs JII00BU... eciu Obl OH JIIOOUIT ee [0 TaKOH
CTEIIeHM, KaK BaM 3TO MPECTABIISIETCs, pa3Be OH mogyMast Okl 0 Bac ceromHs? HeT, moBephsTe MHE,
MageMya3enb MapuaHHa, ¥ IPUXOOUTE MeTh He IS Hee, a AJig Hero. Y moMHUTE, 94TO 3TO Mapus —
Jlyr3sa momkHa 00SIThCSI CpaBHEHUS, a He BHL... TakK BH IpUAeTe?

— 4 npupy... B MoxkeTe nepenath emy 3T0. CKaxXuTe Takxke, 4To g 6rarogapio ero, — mobasuia
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oHa He 0e3 yCUIHus, B3TISIIOM YKa3bBast Ha MOPTHEb.

E# 6n1110 MYYHUTEIIBHO CTBIOHO IIPUHATE OEHbI'M, HO IIPX HBIHEITHUX 00CTOSITEeIBCTBAX OHHU OBLIH
HeOGXOI[I/IMBI, u MapI/IaHHa He MOrJjla II03BOJIUTEL cebe POCKOIIbE OTKA3aThCA OT HHUX...

ApKapnyc MPUKUHYT BeC MOPTHEIs B PyKe U CO B3[I0XOM ITOJIOXKUII €T0 Ha CEKPETED.

— Kpyrnenskast cymma. [llempocTs uMiiepaTtopa 0e3rpaHudHa, HO... 9TOTO COBEPIIEHHO
HEIOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH! YIOBIETBOPHUTD AMIETUT HAIIero mpusaTesns. HaM HyxkHO elre 6oJblie, 4eM
BMIBOE, U €CJIU TOJIbKO BHI IIOIIPOCHUTE €T0 BeIMYECTBO MIPOSIBUTD el1le OOJIBUIYIO MEAPOCTE. ..

— Hert! Tonbko He 3T0! — IOKpacHEB, BOCKIUKHYIa MapuaHHa. — {l He cMory Hukorga! K Tomy xe
IpUneTcs naTh 00bsICHEHUE, PaccKa3aTh Bce. MiMIiepaTop ToTyac OPOCUT MOUIUIO IO CIIeNy
Apnenaupsl U... BB IOHUMAaeTe, YTO IIPOU30HUMET, eCIU NOABATCA Jitonu dyie.

Apkannyc BHIHYJ U3 XXKUJIETHOTO KapMaHa OTHeJIaHHYI0 30JI0TOM 04YapoBaTeIbHYI0 YepernaxoByio
tTabaKepKy, MogapeHHyo MapuaHHOM, U 3apsSaOuil HOC U3PSIAHON rmopiuel Tabaka. OH HeIaBHO
BEPHYJICS U He YOOCYKUIICS 00BSICHUTD CBOE JOJITOE OTCYTCTBUE, XOTS OBITIO YK€ OKOJIO JeCSATH YaCOB
Beuepa. C MeuTaTe/lbHBIM BUIOM, CJIOBHO €r0 3aHMMaJsla Kakas-To 0COOEHHO MpUSTHAs Uaesi, OH
crpsTaln TabakepKy, HeKHO MoTiafusl 06pa30BaHHLIN €10 OYTOPOK U 3asgBUII:

— YcnokoiiTech, HaM Heuero 604ThCS IOCNiefHeN BO3MOXKHOCTA. Hu oguH 13 areHToB dyime He
3aiMeTCs IOMCKaMu MafieMya3esb Afeflaufsl, gaxe eCjid Mbl IOIIPOCUM.

— Kaxk Tak?

— Bupute nmu, MapraHHa, KOrfa BH M3I0KUIIM MHE Balll Pa3roBop ¢ nopmom KparnMmepom, MeHs
II0Pa3uIIo OMHO: caM (akKT, YTO STOT YEIOBEK, CKPHIBAIOIIMUICS O] BEIMBIIIIEHHBIM UMEHEM,
aHTTIMYaHUH U, 10 BCEX BUNUMOCTH, IIMINOH, MOT He TOJIbKO pa3be3xkaTh o [lapuxky cpens Gena gHS,
Ia ele B 00IIeCTBE SIBHO IMONO3PUTEIbHOM XKEHIIMHEI, HO, I0X0XKe, COBEPIIEHHO He 60sIICs
BMeIllaTeIbCTBa momuiiuy. OH XKe CKa3ajl BaM, 4TO B ClTydae apecTa oH OyHoeT 04eHb CKOPO C
HM3BHHEHUSIMH 0CBOOOXKIEH?

— Jla... s IPUIIOMKHAIO YTO-TO IOmOOHOe.

— W 970 Bac He ynuBuino? Kakou B CAejalu U3 3TOr0 BBIBOA?

MapraHHa HEPBHO C2KaJjla PYKU U CHejlajia HeCKOJIbKO OBICTPHIX LIAroB 10 KOMHATE.
— Ho... s He 3HAIO, A MPOCTO HE IMBITAJIaCh B TOT MOMEHT BHUKHYTE B CMBICII €TI0 CJIOB.

— Hu B TOT MOMEHT, HU II03Ke, MHe KaxeTcs. Ho 5, g xoTen y3HaTh 00 9TOM 11060JIbIIE U
HaIpaBUJICS Ha HaOepexkHy0 Mansika. Y MeHs eCTh... Koe-KakKue 3HaKOMCTBA B OKPYKEHUU
MUHUCTPA, ¥ 5 Y3HAJ TO, YTO XOTEJI 3HaTh: TOBOPS MHAUe — MIPUYUHY, II0 KOTOPOH BUKOHT ['O6eKyp
TaK MaJjlo IPUBJIEKaeT BHUMaHNe MOoIuIu. [IpoCcTo-HAapOCTO OH HAXOAUTCS B JOCTATOUHO OIIM3KUX
oTHomeHusx ¢ Oyure... ¥, MOXKeT ObITh, HA €T0 COIePXKaHUU.

— BHI commu ¢ yMa! — BOCK/IMKHYTIA OIlleJIoM/IeHHass MapuaHHa. — ®yime He CTaHeT MOANePKUBATh
OTHOIIIEHUS C AHTTTHYAaHUHOM. ..

— A moyemy Onl u HeT? Kpome TOT0, YTO OBOMHbIE aT€HTH He SBISIOTCS IJIOOM Pa3rOpsSueHHOI0
BoOoOpakeHus, OKa3kBAeTCs, YTO y Balllero JOPOroro repuora OTpaHTCKOTO B JaHHBIM MOMEHT eCTh
yOenuTenbHbE IPUYNHE IOMAaAUTh aHTTU4YaHuHa. Y OH, HECOMHEHHO, C O0IbIION
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0J1arOCKJIOHHOCTBIO IPHHUMAJT Balllero 671aropogHOT0 CYIpyTa.
— Ho... Begb oH ofelnan MHe HAUTH €ro?

— Ofemanus HUYEro He CTOAT, 0COOEHHO KOTZla YBEPEH, UTO He CHEepXKUIIb UX. {1 CMelo yTBepXKaTh,
yto Qyllle He TOJBLKO NMPEeKPacHO 3HaeT, TOe HaXOJUTCS BUKOHT 'O0eKyp, HO ¥ KTO CKPHIBAETCS O[T
3THUM HMEHEM...

— Ho aT0 6eccMriciieHHO... 6e3paccynHo!
— Hert. 910 monutuka!
MapwuaHHa II0YyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO TePSIeT IIOYBY I10J] HOTaMHU.

OHa pe3Ko cxkaJjla pyKaMH I'0JIOBY, CJIOBHO IIHITASsICh yepxkKaTh pa3beraiomuecs MEICTIH. APKaguyc
TOBOPHJI O BelllaX HACTOJIbKO HEBEPOSITHHIX, HACTOJIBKO CTPAHHBIX, UTO OHA Y2Ke He MOTJla CJIeqoBaTh
10 BHE3AITHO OTKPHIBIIEMYCS TIEpPeM Hell My T, M60 OH 0Ka3asiCs IMOKPHITEIM T'YCTHIM MPAKOM U
TIOJTHBIM JIOBYIIEK Ha JTF000M IITary, KOTOPHIM OHA PUCKHET chenaTh... OOHAKO OHA ellle MOIIBITalach
60pOTHCS C oImyleHueM OECIIOMOIIHOCTH.

— Ho B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO! MMnepaTop...

— Kro roBoput 06 umnepatope? — xKecTKo npepsa ee 2Konusasnb. — 4 rosopun o @yure. [Ipucsaasre
Ha MUHYTKY, MapuaHHa, lepecTaHbTe BepPTEThCA Ha MeCTe, Kak 00e3yMeBIlIasi ITUIlA, ¥ BEICITyIIalTe
MeHs. B TOM 10JI0KeHUH, B KOTOPOM Cerdac HaXOOUTCS UMIIEPATOp, OH OOCTUT arores ClaBbl U
MoryiecTBa. [lepeq HUM HET IIOYTH HUKOTO: ITocjie Tumb3uTa 1aph KJISHETCS B OpaTCKOU TI00BU K
HeMy, uMnepaTtop ®paHI 0THan eMy B XKeHHI CBOIO 0Yb, [1alla B €0 BJIACTH, ¥ €r0 UMIIEPUS OTHHIHE
pacmpocTepnach oT Inb0k 1 [paBel 10 I6PO.

EMy IpOTUBOCTOSAT TOJIBKO HEeCYaCTHas oxecToyeHHasd Ycnanus u AHrnus. Ho CTOUT TOIBKO
IIoc/ielHeN OTCTYIUTh, Kak McraHus naget, nomobHo cmomieHHOM O6ypeli BeTBu. Hy u BoT, 2Ko3ed
dy1iie neneeT BEIUKYI0 MEUTY: CTaTh IIOCJIe UMIIepaTopa CaMbIM MOTYII[ECTBEHHBIM Ye€JI0BEKOM B
EBporie, KOTOPHIH cMOT OBl TPU HEOOXOOUMOCTH 3aMEeHUTh €T0, KOTfia OH OyIeT BeCTH BOWHY I'me-
HuUOyOb maneko. Y oH HemaBHO CHesal 3TO, KOT[la aHTIM4YaHe BLICAAWINChH Ha OCTPOBe BanxepeH.
Hamoneon 6511 B ABcTpuu, OpaHIus OTKPHUIACh Ilepes 3axBaTuukaMu. dyire 1mo coOCTBeHHOM
MHHULIaTUBe MOOUIN30Basl HalMOHAaIbHYI0 rBapanio CeBepa, U3THA aHTIM4YaH U 9TUM, MOXKET OBITS,
cIiac UMIepuo. B To BpeMs Kak Bce 0XXUOaId, YTO 3a y3yplaluio UMIEPaTOPCKOX BIaCTU Y HETro
crmeTut ronosa, Hamoneon omo6pun ero meictusi. Oyine OB HarpaXKaeH: OH CTaJl Feplorom
OTpaHTCKUM, HO OH X04YeT 3aKpPEeNuTh 3aBOEBaHHOE NIPEUMYIIECTBO U JaXKe YCUIIUTh ero; OH X04YeT
CTaTh BPEMEHIIMKOM, 3aMecTuTeNieM HaroneoHa, 1, 4To0Bl JOCTUTHYTh 3TOTO, OH 3afiyMasl 6e3yMHO
OEep3KuH M1aH: IpUMUPUTh OpaHIUIO C AHTIIMEH, ee TIOCTIeMHUM BparoM, ¥ Ha MPOTIXKEeHUU
HECKOIbKHX MECSIIeB, TalHO, C IIOMOIIIbIO UCIIBITAHHBIX ar€HTOB ¥ KaHal0B KOpPolis ['onnaHaouy BegeT
IIePEroBOPHI C IOHAOHCKUM KaOHWHETOM. [I0OCTaTOYHO eMy HaTH B3aUMOIIOHMMaHUeE C JIOPIOM
Vancneem xoTst Ol B OQHOM IIYHKTE, ¥ OH BCKOPE 3aIlyTaeT ero B CBOel MmayTuHe, CEeKPeT IJIeTeHUs
KOTOPOM eMy U3BEeCTEeH, OyPayuT BCEX U BCSI, HO B OOWH IIPeKPacCHHIN eHb OymeT UMeTh 4ecCThb
cKa3aTh HamomneoHny: «9Ty AHININIO, HUKOTTIa HEe XOTEBIIYI0 IIOKOPUTHCS BaM, MHE YAaJIOCh CKJIOHUTD
Ha Bally cTOpoHy. OHa roToBa BECTH II€PErOBOPHI Ha TEX WM MHBIX YCIOBUAX!»

BesycnosHo, Hanoneon cHavana 6yneT B SPOCTHU... UM IIPUTBOPUTCS TaKUM, TU0O0 9TO U30ABUT €T0
OT BeNMyalIero Heyno6CTBa U MO3BOJIUT YKPEIUTh fuHACTUI0. C HDaBCTBEHHOM CTOPOHEL OH OB
BRIUIPaAIL... BoT moueMy nmopay Kparmepy, KoTophlii, 6e3yCcnoBHO, nociaH JIOHTOHOM, Heuero 00sIThCS
Oyure.
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— Ho He umnepartopa, — mpoiuenTtana MapuaHHa» BHUMATEIbHO BBHICIYIIABINAS 3TOT OIMHHBIH
moHosnor Konusans. — U Bce-taku, ecnu Oyire pemmics u3MeHUTb CBOEMY [ONTY, KOTOPHIH
00s13BIBAET €0 IIpeciiefoBaTh BpaKeCKUX areHToB, eMy CIIefoBajIo Obl IPefyNPEeNUTh €r0 BETNIECTBO
0 TOM, YTO OH 3aTeBaer.

Ee cTapas Henpusi3Hb K Oyire, Tak XJIaflHOKPOBHO 3KCITyaTUPOBABIIETO €€, KOTHa OHa OblsIa BCETO
JIUIIb UCKABIeH yoexwuire OETITHKOM, YCITyXKIMBO COOTa3HsIa ee PaCKpHTh Hamoneony TaiiHbe
MaxWHAIMK €T0 JPAroleHHOT0 MUHUCTPA HOJTUIHH.

— { mymaro, — Cc cepbe3HBIM BUIOM CKa3al ApKafinyc, — 4TO BHI OblIM Ol He IpaBhl. KoHEYHO, g
IIOHKMMal0, KaK HEIIPUSATHO BaM y3HaTh, YTO MUHUCTD UMIIepaTopa TakK IpecTynaeT ero
YCTaHOBJIEHHUS, HO corjiacue ¢ AHTIMeHN OBII0 OBl MydIIuM COOBITHEM, KOTOPOe Morjia OBl KOaTh
®panuus. KoutuHeHTanbHas 6710Kafia IBUIACh MPUYNHON MHOTHUX HETIPUSITHOCTEH: UCIaHCKas
BOWHa, B3SITHE IIO[l CTPAXYy Iallbl, HETIPEPLIBHAIM HabOp B BOMCKa /151 OXpPaHHEl 6€CKOHEYHBIX I'PaHUII.

Ha aToT pa3 MapuaHHa HUYero He oTBeTHIa. [Ipucymias ApKkaguycy HeBepOsTHAs CIIOCOOHOCTh
Bcerza ObITh TPEBOCXOOHO OCBEIOMJIEHHEIM 000 BCEM He IepecTaBalla ee YOuBIATh.

OmHaKOo Ha 39TOT pa3 e¥ M0Ka3aloch, YTO OH XBATUI Yepe3 Kpait. YToOb HaCTONBKO GBITH B Kypce
TAWHHIX TOCYIapCTBEHHEBIX MIeJl, OH MOJIXKeH MX KacaThCs. He B cumax yMomI4aTh, OHA CIIPOCHTIA:

— CkaxwuTe mpaBay, Apkaguyc. Bhl... BBl ToXe areHT ®yime, He Tak Ju?

BUKOHT OT BCcero cepflia paccMmesinicsi, Ho MapuaHHa BCe-TaKyl 3aMeTUJIa B 9TOM CMeXe HEKOTOPYIO
IPUHYKOEHHOCTb.

— Mos moporas, ma Befib Bcst OpaHIus B paclops:KEHUU MUHUCTPA IOJTUIUY: BHI, 5, HALI IPYT
doprioHd, uMnepatpulia XKoseduHa...

— He IOyTUTE. OTBeTBLTE MHE OTKPOBEHHO.
ApKaJI[I/ch rnepecTall CMesThCs, IIOAOIIEe]I K MOJIOZIOM KEeHIIMHE U JIaCKOBO IIOTPeEIIall ee II0 IIeKe.

— Jloporoe ouTs, — CKa3aJl OH HEXKHO, — 51 HU4Yel areHT, KpoMe caMoro ce0s... ¥ ellle UMIepaTopa 1
Bac. Ho ecnu MHe Hago 4TO-TO Y3HATh, IOBEPhTE, S 3HAIO, KAK 9TO CHenaTh. M BEl He IIpeiCTaBIseTe
cebe, CKOJIbKO JTI0fIel y2Ke BOBJIEYEHO B 3TO [eJI0. ['0TOB MOKJISICTLCS, YTO, HAIIpUMep, Balll APYT
TaneipaH 3HaeT O HEM.

— Xopo110, — OrOpYeHHO B3[0XHYJIa MOJIOfas XKeHIIWHA. — B TaKOM CciIydae 4To 51 MOTY CHeslaTh,
yTOOBI 3aIIUTUTE Ce0sT OT opaa KpaHMmepa, ecinu OH TaK HEIIPUCTYTIeH?

— B maHHBI MOMEHT HUYErO, 1 yKe CKa3asl: 3allIaTUTh.
— Ho s HEKOra He CMOTy IOCTaTh 3a TPHU AHS NAThAECAT THICAY JIUBPOB.
— A CKOMIBKO Y BacC €CTh B HAIMYUU?

— HecKombKOo COT TUBPOB, HE CUMTas 3TUX OBAAIATH THICTY. KOHEYHO, y MEHS €CTh... II0JapeHHbIe
UMIIePATOPOM OPAroleHHOCTH.

— OO0 stom u He gyMaiite. OH He IIPOCTUT, €CIIK BBl MX IPOJAAUTe WK XOTS OBl 3ayioxkuTe. Jlydiie
ObLI0 OBI TIOTIPOCUTD Y HETO HEIOCTAIOIIYI0 CyMMY. A [Jisl TIOBCEHEBHBLIX PACXO0B BBl MOXKETE
IIOJIyYUTh JOCTATOYHO OT KOHLIEPTOB, KOTOPLIE BaM IIpenjiaraimT OaTh.
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— 4 HU 3a 4TO He IIOIIPOIIYy Y HETO AeHer, — 060pBaHa ero MapMaHHa TaK PEIINUTEIEHO, 9YTO
2KomnuBasb 00JibIlle He HaCTaKuBall.

— B TakoM cny4ae, — B3[OXHYJ OH, — 5 BUXKY TOJIBKO OHY BO3MOXKHOCTb...
— Kakymwo?

— IToiiTu HageTh OMHO M3 CaMBIX KPaCHUBHIX BalllUX IIJIaTHEB, TOTHA Kak S HATAHY ¢pak. Mamam
'amMeneH NpUHUMAET CEroHs BeYepOoM, a Bbl IIPUTJIAIIEHH], KAaK MHE KaXKeTCs.

— YV MeHs HET HU MaJleHlIero xkejaHus UATH TyHa.

— OpHako BB ITOMAIETE, €CIIM XOTUTE NOCTATh IeHbI'U. Y o4apoBaTenbHOM ®OpPTIOHS MBI, 6€3YCIIOBHO,
BCTPETHUM ee HOBOTO BO3/MI00IeHHOT0, 0aHKKpa YBpapa. A KpoMme Ka3HBl UMIIepaTopa, s He BUXKY
Oomee 6arOMPUSATHOTO MECTa, YTOOBI MOCTATh IeHbI'H, YeM Kacca OaHKUpa. ITOT Ke 0YeHb
YYBCTBUTEJIEH K XKEHCKOHM KpacoTe. MoxeT ObITh, OH COTJIACUTCS OHOJIXKUThH BaM TPebyoIIytocs
CyMMY U BbI BEPHETE ee II0CJIe... OUepPeNHOM IIeAPOCTH UMIIepaTopa, KOTopas He 3aMe[IJTUT
TI0CJIeI0BaTh.

[TpoekT Apkaguyca He 0COOeHHO Ipesbian MapuanHy, u00 el mpeTuia caMa MbIC/Ib UCIIOJIb30BaTh
CBOE OYapOBaHUe Iepef] YeJI0OBEKOM, KOTOPHIM elf He HPaBUJICS, HO ee yTelllaso CO3HAHKE, YTO
®opTioH3 OymeT mpUCyTCTBOBATD IIPH 3TOM, YTOOKI 3aCBUAETENIHCTBOBATE CAENKY. K ToMy XKe y Hee He
6s110 BeIOOpa! OHa MOCTTYIITHO BHIIIIa U3 KOMHATH], YTOOR HafieTh BeuepHee IIaThe.

MapuaHHa HUKOTZIa He 1oayMasa Obl, 4To gopora ot JIumnbckou no Typ a'OBepHb MOXKET 3aHAThH
CTOJIbKO BPEMEHM.

Ynuisl 66111 OyKBabHO 3a0UTH NTIOAbMU. [10 3aIMTOMY OTHEM WJITIOMUHAIIUU U TUTAHTCKUX
¢eiiepBepkoB [lapuxKy KapeTa efBa gBUranack. Ja u To He 0€3 BO3MYIIEHUS TOIIEL. ITOM HOYBIO
YAULB ¥ II0LIaAY IpUHaAiexkanu ed, U KapeThl AeliCTBUTEIbHO BCTPeYaaucCh PeaKo.

— Hawm myuinie moiTy nemkoM, — 3aMeTun 2KonuBaib, — IEIKOM MbI ObICTpee noOepeMcs.
— Ho 310 o4eHs faneko, — Bo3pasuiia MapuanHa. — MEI IpyuieM Tyga 3aBTpa YTPOM.
— A 4 He yBepeH, 4TO HaC He OXHUAaeT TO XKe caMoe B KapeTe!

Ho TyT KpacoTa npencTaBiieHNs1, KOTOPOe Ipenioxkui [Tapux, HeBOJIBHO 3axBaTuila ux... Moct
Cormacus mpeBpPaTUIICS B OTHEHHBIH IIPOCIIEKT O1arofapsi BOCBMULECITH YKpallleHHEIM
Pa3HOIBETHEIMY (hOHAPUKAMU KOJIOHHAM CO CBEPKAIOIIUMHU 3BE3[IaMHU, COEIMHEHHBIM LIEIISIMU C
ropAIIMMY XupaHgonsaMu. CTPOUTESIbHBIE Ieca ABOpPIla 3aKOHOAATeIbHOT0 Kopiyca CKPBITUCH MOT
aJIyIerOpPUYEeCcKOM KapTHHOM ¢ n300pakeHneM UMIIePaTOPCKOi YeTk B xpame ['mMeHes,
yBeHUHMBaeMoU OoruHel Mupa 3eJIeHEIM JIaBPOBLIM BEHKOM. Bce mepeBbs Enucelickux monen
yKpalllajia UTIOMUHALKS, ¥ IIeTI0YKY OTHel 6exasy Ha BCell MPOTAXKEeHHOCTH aJljlen.
BenuyecTBeHHbIE 30aHus OBUIM OCBEIeHH], KaK JHEM, YTO II03B0ouMI0 ['pakxy, mepecekas Ijoliagb
Cornacusi, u3bexaTb CTOJJKHOBEHUS C MHOTOYHCIJIEHHEIMU MTbSTHEIMU, TIEPEYCEPACTBOBABIIUMHU Y
BUHHBIX (JOHTQHOB.

Ha ynune CeHT-OHOpE CTao CIOKOMHee, HO, TpUOIM3UBIINCE K ['ocymapcTBeHHOMY COBeTy, e
IIPOXOAUT CBageOHbINM YKUH, ITPULITIOCH TOBOJILHO HOJTO IOCTOSITh.

HWMeHHO B 3TO BpeMs UMIIEPATOPCKaAAd YE€Ta IIOSABUIJIaCh Ha ﬁaHKOHe, COITPOBOXKOaeMast aBCTpHIZCKHM
KaHIJIEPOM, KHA3EM MeTTepHI/IXOM. 3axBaueHHBI HEHCTOBBIM 9HTY3Ma3MOM TOJIIIBI, OH IIPOKpPHUYaAJl,
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ONHSB OOKaJ C IaMIaHCKUM:

— f 11p10 38 PUMCKOT0 KOpOJIs!

— PuMckuii Koponb? — pa3agpaxeHHo ciupocuna MapuanHa. — KTo 970 ere?
Apkapuyc paccmesisic:

— Hoporas HeBexna! A CeHaTckuii coBeT 0T 17 deBpas 9Toro roga? 3T0 TUTY, KOTOPHIHM OyneT
HOCHUTH CHIH UMIlepaTopa. [Ipu3HaiiTe, 4T0, KaK MUHUCTp ObIBIIeN PuMcKo-I'epMaHCKOM UMIIEPUY,
MetTepHUX gaeT yOequTeIbHOE J0Ka3aTeIbCTBO MKUPOTH CBOMX B3TJISANOB.

— Oco0eHHO OH JaeT M0Ka3aTeIbCTBO IIOJTHOTO OTCYTCTBUS TaKTa! 3abaBHbIM CII0COO HAITOMHUTH
3TOM I0HOW Oypexe, YTO ee B3SIJIK B JKEHHI TOJIHKO Pafy AeTel, KOTOPHIX OHa CII0COOHa MPOU3BECTH.
[TocTaparTech, 0gHAKO, MPOOUTHLCS BIlepe, OPYT Mo, MiHaue MBI HUKOTTa He JobepeMcs 10 MafiaM
lamernesn!

2KomnmuBasb yCMeXHYJICS Ipo ce0st, TToyMaB, YTO «l0Has oypexa» Obljla BCE Ke Ha T'of CTaplle
MapwuaHHH, OOHAKO BO3[EePKaJCs OT BCIKUX KOMMEHTapueB, n00 HOBasi BCTPeYa C «MOJIOOKeHaAMM»
He SIBUJIACh YCIIOKOUTEIbHBEIM Oalb3aMOM [JIs1 HepBHUYaBIIEH MapraHHbl. OH TPO3HO MpUKa3a
IOHOMY Ky4depy «THaTh BO BECb OIOp». ' pakx He MeHee BaKHO OTBETHII, UTO ObICTPEE eXaTh
HEBO3MOXKHO, pa3Be UTO ITI0 T0JI0BaM JIiofiel, ¥ ITPOHoJizKaj IIOTUXOHbKY NTpoOuBaThCS K GynbBapaM,
roe IyTh UM Iperpafuiio HoBoe pa3BiieueHue: IepoJIbbl B IIECTPHIX KOCTIOMAaX IPUTOPIIHAMU
Opocanu B TOJIY NaMsTHBIE Me[lali, ITOCBSIeHHBIE BeIMKOMY COOBITHIO. [lanbHENIIee TPOABUKEHNE
CTaJI0 HEBO3MOXKHEIM. TOJIMa Crpyauiack BOKPYT J0MIafgel reposibaoB, CTapasiCh CXBaTUTh Mefallu, U
KapeTa MapuaHHEI OKa3ajlach B LIeHTPEe HEBEPOSATHOU CBaJIKY, HaJ KOTOPOU B3JI€TaJIU ILIAIEL,
mapdsl, TPOCTHU, KONMAKU U APYTHE IPEAMETHL.

— ITO0 HUKOITIa He KOHUMUTCS, — Tepss Tepnenue, 6pocuna MapuaHHa. — A MBI He Tak Y faneko!
IPEANOYnTal0 MPOOOIKHUTH IYTh IELIKOM.

— B aTnacHOM miaThe dyepes 9ToT Xaoc? [la BaM ero u30pBYT B KJIOYbS.

Ho oHa yXe OTKpHIIa OBEPIY U, MTOK00paB 30JI0TUCTO-PO30BEIN IIeN( MIaThsl, CIPHITHYIA U C
JIOBKOCTBIO y2Ka CKOJIb3HYJIa B TOJNIY, He obpalliasi BAUMaHUS Ha IIPU3BIB BCKOUUBIIIETO C CUEHbBS
I'pakxa.

— Mapemyasens MapuanHa! Bepautecs! He menainte atoro!

2KonmuBasnb Opocuiics 3a Hel, HO HECKOJIbKO KPYTJIsIIeK, OPOIIeHHbIX IIeIpoi pyKO reponbaa,
TIOTIA/IA Ha IIOJIST €T0 UIUISAIbL, U HECUYACTHRIN TYT K€ CTasl 00 beKTOM BHUMAHUS BEPHOIIOMIaHHBIX
uMIeparopa u 6ombmux mobutenei Mmepanei. OH 6YKBaIbHO MCYE3 MTOM UX HATUCKOM, U, 3aMETHB
3To, ['pakx CKaTHUIICS BHU3 U C KHYTOM GPOCUIICS Ha IIOMOILb, TIOAO0APSIIONIEe KprUya:

— Ilepxurecs, 1 uny!

Tem BpeMeHeM MapuaHHe yaanock fo0paThCcs [0 Bbixona Ha ynuily Cepyrrtu 6e3 ocoboro yiiep0a,
€CJIi He CYUTaTh PacTPeNaHHy0 IPUYeCKy U OOJIbIION, TOAOUTEINM BaTOM aTIaCHBIM 1apd, yTeps
KOTOPOTO ee He OTOpPYHMIIa, TaK KaK Beuep OB yIUBUTEIBHO TEIJIBIM AJIST 9TOM MopH roga. OHa
myCcTHIach OexkaTh, HACKOIBKO TI03BOJIsI/Ia MOCTOBAsT ee HoraM, OOyTHIM B JIETKHE aT/IaCHbIe JTOOOYKH.
K cuacTsio, ynulla, MpoXoOuBINast MeXIy BEICOKMMH CTeHAaMHU OOJIBIINX HOBBIX 3MaHUN U 0OBIYHO
IIOBOJILHO TeMHasi, 3TOM HOYbIO MTOIy4YHIa JOTIOJIHUTEIbHOe OCBellleHne Onarogaps spKou
Pa3HOI[BETHOW WUIITIOMUHAIINY, YKpallaBilei oTeslb MIepuu 1 POCKOILIHYIO0 Pe3UEeHINI0 KOPOJIs
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Tonnarpuu. XoTs Tonma ¢ OyabBapoB CIOfa He MPOHKKAJA, BCTPEYasioCh HOCTATOYHO MHOTO
IIPOX0KMX, HO HUKTO He oOpalllay BHUMAHUS Ha CHJIBHO HEKOJbTUPOBAHHYIO MOJIOAYIO KEHIIUHY B
BeUEepHEM IIJIaThe, HAaCTOJILKO CUJIbHO OBII0 BO30yxkaeHue B [lapuxke. JIr0oou MPOXOOUIIN 1ETTBIMU
IPyIIaMH, Iepxkach 3a PyKH, pacieBasi BO BCIO ITIOTKY IIECHH, TTIaBHEIM 00pa3oM O4YeHb
HETIPUINYHEIE, COOepKaIue MPsSIMoe U KOCBEHHOe ofo0peHue Oy IyLUIuX CYyIPyKEeCKUX TOIBUTOB
UMIIepaTopa. YIUYHEIE NeBUIIL B IPKUX IIJIAThSAX ¥ C pa3MaJIeBAHHEIMY JIUI[AMK CHOBAJIM B IIOMCKaX
KJIMEHTOB, 1 MapraHHa K30 BCeX CHJI YCKOPS/Ia X0, YTOOH! ee He MPUHSIIN 3a OOHY U3 HUX.

MunoBaB otens ViMnepun, oHa nomnana B 60jiee TEMHBIM y4acTOK 0KOJI0 0COOHSIKa OaHKUpa MapTaHa
IyaiisiHa, KaK BOPYT OTKPHUIACh CafioBasi KaJuTKa, 1 MapuaHHa ¢ pa3bera CTOJIKHYJACh C
BBIIIEMIIINM U3 Hee MYKUYKUHOM, KOTOPHIM 60J1e3HEHHO BCKPUKHYJI ¥ 3aCTOHAI.

— YepToB GonBaH! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, TPy60 OTTanKuBas ee. — He BUAMIID, KyOa MPEUIbCS.
Ho oH TyT XKe 3aMeTH1, C KeM UMeET [IeJI0, ¥ PaCCMeSIJICS.

— W3BuHUTE MeHs. 51 He YBUMOE, YTO BHl KEHIIWHA. DTO U3-3a TOT'O, YTO BHI IPUYKUHUIIN MHE TAKYIO
ObSIBOJIBCKYIO 0OIIB!

— Hapetocs, BB He TTOAYMalii, YTO 3TO CTOJIKHOBEHHUE IIPUSATHO AJIST MeHs, — OBICTPO OTBETHUTIA
MapuanHa — { crnemy.

B 3TOT MOMEHT IIpoxXoauJia Becejlasd KOMIIaHHuA C (l)aKeJ'IaMI/I, OCBETHUBIINMU MapHaHHy " HEe3HaKOMIia.

— YepT BO3bMH, KaKasi KpacoTKa! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH. — [lociie Bcero, OBITh MOXKET, 3TOT [eHb
3aKOHYUTCA ynadeu?

WpnewMm, Mos KpacaBulja, otaupa3gayeM! Tl KUMEHHO TO, B YeM g HyXK[AaJICA.

H3ymneHHas TaKoi BHE3allHOU IepeMeHou ToHa, MapraHHa, OIHAKO, yCIleja 3aMeTUTh, 4TO Y
HEU3BECTHOTO B HAKMHYTOM HacCIlexX IIPSIMO Ha II0JIypacCTeTHyTyI0 pybaxy YepHOM Iijiallle BOeHHas
BHIITPABKa, YTO OH BBICOKHM ¥ MOILIHBIYN, C IEP3KUM, NOBOJILHO By/IbrapHEIM, HO He 0e3 IPUSITHOCTH
JIUIIOM TIOf TYCTOM IIAITKOM KypP4YaBhIX TeMHBIX BOIOoC. HO OHa CIMIIKOM MO3MHO cooOpas3uiia, YTo mpu
BHJI€ €€ CHUJIbHO NeKOIbTHPOBAHHOTO IIJIaThs M CBUCABIIKNX Ha JI00 YePHLIX MPSIel OH IPHUHSIII ee 3a
ny0nuyHyio neBKy. C HEIPeomoauMOM CUION OH BTAIUJI €e BHYTPD, 3aXJIONMHYJ KAJIUTKY U, IIPUXKaB K
Hell TPybI0 MOJIOAYIO KEeHIIUHY, BIIUJICS €l B I'yObl BUIKKAM IIOI[eNTyeM, TOTHA KaK ero IIPOBOPHEIE
PYKH, 3a7ipaB IJIaThe, CTajIu OLIyIIbIBATh €€ TEJO.

[Tony3apyIeHHas, HO pa3bipeHHass MapraHHa cpearupoBajia MTHOBeHHO. OHa yKycuia
HACUITYIOIIN ee POT ¥ KOJIEHOM yHapuia HamafaBlUIero MOHMKeE XKUBOTa. MyXK4KMHa C KPUKOM
OTCTYIIUII ¥ COTHYJICS.

— IImoxa! BonbHO XKe!..
— Tewm nyyinie! — BHIKPUKHYIa OHa. — BeI rpyOusia!

Y oHa 130 BCceX CUJI 3aKaTujla CBOEMY Bpary 3BOHKYIO olne4duny. OH ObLT IBHO OLIENIOMJIEH. ITO
II03BOJINJI0O MapuaHHe, OIIyIaBlliel oM APYyTroXd PyKOU 3allelIKy, OTKPHITh ABEPh U BEICKOYUTH Ha
ynuily. K c4acTsio, TaM IpOXofusIa IyMHasi KOMIIaHUS BO3BpalllaBIIuXCs ¢ OynbBapa CTYOEHTOB U
IPU3ETOK, KOTOPhIe Ioa0packiBaau 3aBOeBaHHLIE B OTHASTHHOM cxBaTKe Menanu. OHa mpobpasnack B
caMylo TyIIy, ITOIy4nia HeCKOJIbKO IITUIIKOB U IIOIENTYEB, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB 0YyTHUIach Bo3ne HoTp-
Iam nme JlopeTT, He yBUaeB Oosblie cBoero odumunka. OTcioga oHa He 6e3 Tpy#a BO300HOBUIIA CBOM
IyTh, TaK KakK JOpora KPyTo IogHMMaachk BBepx, u fobpaiack HakoHell o POpTIOHS, 3albIXaBIINUCh
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OO U3HEMOZXKEHUSI.

Bce okHa moMa OBITM OCBEIEHEl. 3a HUMH, B IIPOCBETaX OJIeTHO-KE/ITHIX 3aHAaBEeCEeH, CBePKa/Ii CBEUH
¥ XPYyCTasb JTFOCTP.

3BYKU T'0JIOCOB U CMeXa JoJieTalu [0 YIUIEL 10 IPUSATHEYA aKKOMIIAaHEMEHT CKpUIOK. CO B3JOXOM
obOneryenus: yOeoUBILKCH B TOM, YTO ee KapeTHl ellle HET BO3Jie foMa, MapuaHHa He cTaja
PasMHIIISTE 0 cynbbe 2KomuBans u ['pakxa. OHa nogOezxkana K 2KoHacy, THTAHTCKOMY YEPHOMY
MaxopraoMmy M-M ['aMesieH, KOTOPBIM C BaXKHBIM BUOOM CTOSJI Y IOAbe3[a B CBOEM KpaCUBOU KpaCHOU
TuBpee ¢ cepeOpSHEIMU TalyHaMH.

— KoHac, npoBoguTe MeHsd B KOMHATY I'OCIIOKHY U CKaXXUTe eH, YTO s 37eCh. f He MOry BHIUTU K
TOCTSIM B TAKOM COCTOSITHHUH.

I elCTBUTEIBHO, TPEBPATHUBIIIEECS B JIOXMOThSI KOTIa-TO KpaCUBOEe PO30BOE IJIaThe U CIIyTaHHBIE
BOJIOCHI fieflaii MapraHHy IT0X0XKel Ha Ty, 3a KOTO ee IIPUHSII ITBUIKKUI He3HaKoMell. Y 4ePHOTO
TUTAHTA TJIa3a BEIKATUIUCH U3 OPOUT.

— bo3se, magemyasens MaBuansHa! Kak Bu TyT oka3ancs?
YT0 BaM IIPOUIOIII0? — BCKpHUYAJ OH.

— O, nmycTsku, — ynelOHyIach oHa. — IIpocTo s mpuiia memkoM. Ho mpoBonuTe ke MeHs OBICTpee.
Ecnu MeHs yBUASAT B TaKOM Hapsfe, S yMPY OT CTHIAA.

— Koneuna! Unoute ckopewn cropga!

Yepes uepHbIit xon 2KoHAC ITPOBEJT MOJIONYIO XKEHIIUHY K Oyayapy X03sMKKA U OCTaBUJI €€ TaM,
OTIPaBUBILINCH Ha NOKCKU PopTIOHS. MapuaHHa € yIOBIETBOPEHKEM OIIyCTUIACH B YIOTHOE KPECTIO
nepen OOJIBIIMM TPIOMO B paMe U3 KPaCHOTO0 JepeBa ¢ OPOH30i, KOTOPOe BMeCTe C 3aipallipOBaHHON
VMHIUVCKUM MYCJIMHOM Y JXKeJITHIM OPOKapoM KPOBAThI0 COCTABIIATIO IJIaBHYI0 MeOIUPOBKY 3TON
KOMHATHL. 3epKajio 0TPa3usio ee JOBOJIbHO MPUCKOPOHEBIN 001uK. OT IIaThs MOYTH HUYETO He
0CTaJIOCh, CIIyTaHHBIE BOJIOCH CTOSI/I Ha TOJIOBe YePHLIM KOJITYHOM, a I'yOHas noMazna Oblia
pa3MasaHa II0 IeKaM KIyYUMHU IOLeNysIMU He3HaKOMIIa.

MapwuaHHa ¢ pa3gpaxkeHrueM BRITHpalla ee IIATKOM U Kisiia ce0s 3a TIyIoCTh. [ TynocThio OBITO
OpOCUTBLCS B TOJIY, YTOOBI paHbIlle IPUKTH CIOMA, elre OOJIbIIeN TIYIOCThIO OBIIO TIOCTYIIAThCS
Apkapuyca!

BmecTo TOro 4TOOB! CITOKOMHO OTIIPABUTLCS CIIATh ¥ OTJIOXKUTDL Ha 3aBTpa BCTpeuy ¢ POpTIOHI, OHA
IIyCTHUJIaCh B 3TO COMHUTEJIbHOE IyTeIlecTBUe 10 monynbsHomy [Tapuxy! Kak 6yaTo BO3MOXKHO B
TaKyio 0e3yMHYI0 HOYb HalTH Irhe-HUOyIb TPUALATh THICSAY TUBPOB! M BOT pe3ynbTaT: OHA yMUpaeT
oT ycrasnocty, 6e300pa3Ha [I0 yKaca 1 K TOMY JKe CTpallHo O0JIUT rOIoBa.

BbexaBmas M-M ['aMesieH Halllna IOAPYTY Ha TPaHU UCTEPHUKH.

— MapuasnHa! C KeM 3To THI cpaxanach? C ABCTpUSIUKOii? B TakoM ciydae g el He 3aBUAYIO0, a TeOs
XKOeT gmopora B BeHceH!

— C moOphIM HAPOMIOM €ro BeJIMYecTBa UMIIEpAaTopa U KOpPOoJs, — IIpoBOpyYaja Mojofas XKeHIIuHa, —
Y TBIJIKUM CAaTHPOM, KOTOPBIM IHITAJICS M3HACUIIOBATh MEHS 3a KAaJIMTKOM KAKOro-TO cajia.

— Tak paccka3wiBali Ke! — BoCKnuKHYya POpPTIOHI, 3aXJI0MaB B JIAOIIKA. — JTO Tak 3a0aBHO!

MapuanHa ¥ HeM3BeCTHBIN U3 TocKaHbI 68 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

MapwuaHHa C HeMPUSI3HBIO B3TJISTHYJIA Ha MOAPYTY.

®opTioH3 OBUTa B 9TOT Beyep 0COOEHHO IIpUBJIeKaTeIbHa. Ee m1aThe U3 BEIIUTOIO 30JI0TOM JKEJITOT'0
TIOJIST BEJTUKOJIETHO MTOIYEePKUBAJIO TETLIbIM KOJIOPUT ee KOXKHU ¥ HEMHOTO MOTHBIX Ty6. TeMHEBIe r1a3a
CBEpKay, Kak [IBe YepHBIE 3B€3H MEXY MJIMHHBIMU 3aTHYTHIMU pPecHUIlaMu. Bce ee ecTecTBO
IBIIIATIO KaXXOOU KU3HU U HaCJIaXKIeHUs.

— He Hap yeM cmesTbcsl! — cka3ana MapuaHHa. — IIpocTo g mepexuna XyOUini feHb B MOer
JKWM3HHU, TI0CJie cBameOHOTo [IHS, pasyMeeTcs! f... 1 Tak IepeHepBHUYAa U... TaK HecYyacTHa!

T'onoc ee crnomascs. Crne3sl IOTeKIH rpagoM... PopTioHS cefiyac ke IpeKpaTHiia cMeX U 00HsIa
TIOAPYTY, OKYyTaB €€ T'YCTHIM apOMaTOM PO3HI.

— Tax TH mIavens? A s eltle nmopmyyuBan! Mos 6emHas MajeHbKas KOIIeYKa, IIPOIITY IPOLIeHus!
T'oBOpPH CKOpeH, 4TO ¢ TOOOM MPOKU3OIII0, HO CHavanaa cOpochk 3T I0XMOThs! §1 ceyac maMm Tebe 4To
— HUOYOb.

FOBOpSI 9T0, OHAa MTHOBEHHO PACCTETrHYyJIda U30PBAaHHOE IIJIaTh€, HO BHE3AIIHO OCTAaHOBHUIIACE U,
BCKPHKHYB, YKa3adJid IIaJIbIleéM Hd TeEMHOE IIATHO Ha CMATOM KOpCaxe.

— Kposs!.. Tel paneHa?
— IMo-moemy, HeT, — youBunIach MapuanHa. — [laxke He MOTY ce6e IpefCcTaBUTh, OTKyHa OHa. XOT4...

OHa BOPYT BCIIOMHUJIA CTOH ¥ KPHUK 00JTM HallaJaBIIero Ha Hee U 3aMeYeHHYI0 CTPAaHHOCTh B €0
ofexXe: HAKMHYTHIN TIJTalll, PaCCTErHYTYI0 PyOamiky. OueBUIHO, OH OBLITT paHeH.

— XO0T4... 4TO0?

— Hwuuero. 910 He uMeeT 3HaueHus! O, POPTIOHI, TH 003aTENILHO JOJIKHA IIOMOYb MHE, HHAYe 5
norubsa.

KopoTkumu ¢pa3amMu, OTPHIBUCTHIME U3-3a HEPBO3HOCTH, HO, TI0 MEPE TOTO KAaK OHA pacCcKa3hIBala,
CTaHOBUBIIKMUCS GoJiee CTIOKOWHBIMY, MapuaHHa Omucaia 3TOT yKaCHBIY IeHb: TpebGoBaHUS
®pancuca, ero yrpo3el, noxuiieHue Afenausl 1 HEBO3MOXKHOCTD B €€ IT0JI0KEeHUH J0CTaTh 3a COPOK
BOCEMb YaCOB TPUALIATH THICSAY JTUBPOB, HE IPOfaBasi BCe ee IparoneHHOCTH.

— IecsaTs THICSY g MOTy Tebe aTh, — YCIIOKaKWBAIOIIUM TOHOM CKa3ala M-M [amesneH. — YTo xKe
KacCaeTCsI OCTaIbHBIX...

OHa 0CTAaHOBHJIACh B HEPEIIUTEIbHOCTH, OMYIPUKPEITEIMY TJIa3aMy Pas3TIIsifbiBasi CBOO IOOPYTY B
3epkase. [Toka MapraHHa roBOpHuiia, OHA IOJTHOCTRIO pa3ferna ee, 3aTeM C IIOMOIIBI0 GOIBIION I'YOKH
1 Qr1aKoHa OJIeKO0JI0HA SHEPTUYHO PacTepIia MOJIOAYI0 KEeHIIUHY, YTOOE 000IPHUTH ee.

— YT0 KacaeTcs OCTalIbHBEIX? — Iepecnpocuia MapranHa, n00 POPTIOHS MPOoOoIIKaia XPaHUTh
MO/T4aHue.

M-Mm l'aMeneH 3afyM4uBO YIBIOHYIACh, B3si1a OOIBIIYIO IYX0BKY U CTajla OCTOPOXKHO MyAPUTH IJIe4n
U TPYIb CBOEH MOMOIEYHOM.

— C TakuM TeJioM, Kak TBOe, — 0e3MATEKHO Havyajla OHa, — HAWTH MX HE COCTABUT Tpy[a. 5 3Haw ¢
IecsSTOK MyKYHH, KOTOPEIe JafyT Te0e CTOIBKO 3a OJHY-eJUHCTBEHHYI0 HOYb.

— OopTI0H3! — 3aOXHYBIINCH OT HETOL0OBaHUS, KPUKHYIa MapruaHHa.
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OHa MHCTWMHKTUBHO TIOMSATHAIIACh ¥ TOKPACHea 0 KOpHe# Boioc. Ho 9To Bo3MylieHue He 0TPa3uIioch
Ha HEBO3MYTHUMOM CIIOKOMCTBUM Kpeonku. OHa paccMesisiack.

— 4 Bcerma 3a0BIBal0, YTO ThI CUMTACIIDb Ce0s XKEeHIIUHON eTUHCTBEHHON JTI00BY U YIIOPHO
CTapaelbCs OCTAThCS YHUKEHHO BEPHOI YeJIOBEKY, KOTOPHIM celyac U30 BCEX CUJI CTapaeTCs
coenath OepeMeHHOM ApyTyio. Korga ke ThI MOMMeIb, I0Has TIYIIBIIIKA, YTO TEJI0 — 9TO TOJIBKO
ITPEBOCXOMHEIN MHCTPYMEHT [IJI HaCIaXOeHUs ¥ OCTaBIISATh ero, IONOOHO TBOEMY, TaK TPAarudecKu
HE3aHSTHIM, — IPECTYIIJIEHHe MPOTHUB mpuposl! Crymiai, 3T0 Kak eCiu Okl TOT TeHHUANIbHbIM Bep3uiia
[TaraHWHM, KOTOPOTO S CHIBIIIaNa B MuIaHe, PeIIuil 3aCyHyTh CBOM 3HAMEHUTHIM «['BapHEepU»B UyIaH
IOl CTaphle Ta3eThl ¥ He U3BJIEKATh U3 HEro HU eIMHOI'0 3BYKa HOJITHE TO[IH.

910 OBIIO OB TaK ke TIyno!
— I'myno unu HeT, HO 5 He X04y IIpofaBaTh cebs! — ¢ cunoy 3agBuna MapraHHa.
DOopTIOHS [T0BEJIa CBOMMY KPACUBLHIMU KPYIJIBIMHU IIJIe4aMH.

— CaMoe TSATOCTHOE Y Balero OpaTa apuCTOKpaTa 9TO TO, YTO BhI CUUTAETE CBOMM JOJITOM BCeraa
yrmoTpebIsaTh TPOMKHUE CJIOBA [IJIS CaMBIX IIPOCTHIX Bemei. JIafiHO, ST TOCMOTPIO, YTO CMOTY CHEeNaTh
IS TeOs.

Ona mocrana 04YapoBaTeJIbHOE IIJIaThe U3 0esoro Imesnka c AlIIINIMKAIIUAMHA B BUIE€ APKHUX
9K30THYECKUX IIBETOB.

— OpeHbCs, I0HAS BECTAIKa, XpPaHUTEIbHUIIA CBSIIEHHOTO OT'Hs JTI000BHOM BEPHOCTH, a S TEM
BpEMEHEeM IIOCMOTPIO, HE CMOTY JIU 5T TPEJCTAaBUTh ce0st Ha TBOEM MECTE.

— YTo TH X0Yelllb AeflaTh? — CIIPOCHUIIa BCTPEeBOXKEHHAs MapraHHa.

— Ycnokotiics, 51 He coOupaloch pofiaBaTh ce0s Jaxke 3a BEICOKYIO IIeHY. S TOJBKO MOIPOIILY
MUJIeliIero Yepapa, 4To0sl OH CCyqUJI HaM HefoCTalollKe ABaAlaTh ThICSAY JTUBPOB OH HEIPUINYHO
ooraT, u s CMel0 HaflesIThCS, UTO OH HU B UYEM MHe He OTKaxeT. Bemb oH u3 HK30B. K TOMYy ke ero
B3aMMOOTHOILIEHHUS C er0 BeJIMYECTBOM OCTABIIAIOT XKeJlaTh JIyYIIero, u oH, 6e3ycioBHo, 6yaeT B
BOCTOpPre, 0OKa3aB YCAYTy CTOMNb 6JIM3K0M K uMIiepaTopy ocobe Pacmomnaratics, otoeixaii. [1o gopore s
npukaxy 2KoHacy npuHecTu Tebe IIaMIIaHCKOTO.

— Tol anren! — oT OyIIM BOCKIUKHYIa MapraHHa.

OHa mocana BO3OYIIHEIM ITOIETyH ncYe3aBiiel B 001aKe 30JI0TUCTOTO TIOJIST CyMacOpPOgHOM
MOJIOZOH XKeHITHHe. 3aTeM OHa IOCIeInsIa HafleTh maThe QOPTIOH), omacasick, Kak Oxl 2KoHacC He
3acTall ee B KocTioMe EBHI, ITocIie 4ero, B35iB Ha TyaJleTHOM CTOJIMKe rpefeHb U3 CJIOHOBOM KOCTU U
cepeOpPSIHYIO MIETKY, CTajla IPUBOAUTH B IIOPSLOK CBOIO IPUYECKy. UymecHOe yMUPOTBOPEHUE
OXBaTUJIO €€ HaKOHeI] I10CJIe TOCKU U TPEBOT IOC/IeOHUX 4acoB. POPTIOHS NPOLEeMOHCTPUPOBaia CBO
HE3aBUCUMOCTh OT CTPOTMX KaHOHOB MOpPajy, XKU3HEHHYIO CUITY, YeJI0BEUECKOE TEIJI0, CIIOCOOHOE
OTOrpeTh caMble 3acThIBIIKE AyLIu. [IpekpacHas KpeosKa IpuHaaiexana K TeM He 3HallIuM
CJI0KHOCTEH CO3MaHUIM, KOTOPEIE YMeNIU TOJIbKO NaBaTh, HUKOra He Tpebys B3ameH. OHa Oblia
€CTEeCTBEHHOM, Kak caMa BceneHHas! OHa Japuiia ¢ OOUHAKOBOU IIEIPOCTHIO CBOO IIOMOILE, BpEMS,
IEeHbI'H, CBOE CEePAlle U COCTpaflaHue U He ITOHKUMaJsla, I04eMy OHa [JO/IKHAa [ieflaTh UCKIIIOUeHue OJ1s
TaKOM eCTeCTBEHHOU Bellll, Kak ee GrmaropogHoe Teno. OHa He MpUHaAsexkasa K TeM, KTO II0f
IIPENJIOTOM [0OPOAEeTENN IPOSBISET K MYKUKUHE XOJIOOHYI0 KE€CTOKOCTh, TOJIKas ero Ha
caMmoy6uiicTBo. M3-3a QOpTIOH3 HUKTO HUKOTTIa He KOHYaJI XKU3Hb caMoyOuiictBoM. OHa He Moryia
BBIHECTHU 3peNIullle Ybero — 100 CTpafaHus, 0COOEHHO eClIU OJIs YTelIeHNs 3TOr0 CTPajaHus HyKHO
ObLJI0 TTOapPUTh HECKOJIBKO YacoB J1I00BU. U el ymaBanmoch BCIKU pa3, KOrza 1I000Bb KOHYAJIACh,
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IIpeBpaniaTh CBOUX J'IIOGOBHI/IKOB, OaXKe CaMbIX BETPEHEBIX, B BEPHLBIX, TOTOBLIX Ha BCE ;:[py3e171.

Ceiiuac, BO BCSIKOM cinydae, MapuaHHa Obljla yBepeHa, UTO OHa MCII0/Ih3yeT BCe 0UapOBaHKe CBOEH
BHEIIHOCTY ¥ yMa, YTOOBI ITOIYYUTh OT CBOEro OOraToro MOKPOBUTENS OOJIBIIYIO0 CyMMY, B KOTOPOU
TaK HyXOajach ee OApyTa.

Ynei6asich Ipo ce6st pu MBICTTH 00 3TOM Apyxk06e, MapraHHa IPOA0JIKajla YKIaAKy KOPOHOH
3allJIETEeHHBIX B KOCH BOJIOC, KOT/Ia IBepPb CTYKHY A, [IyMas, uTo 9T0 2KoHac ¢ 00eIlaHHEIM
IIIaMIIaHCKKUM, OHa He 00epHYIach.

— 4 He 3HAI0... KTO BB, — Pa37aJics B IIIyOrMHEe KOMHATH XPUILIBIHN, 3aObIXaIOIIUICS TOJI0C, — HO... U3
COCTpagdaHus... HauauTe MagaM ['ameneH!

MapuaHHa B3OPOTrHYy/ia ¥ HA MIHOBEHHUE 3aMepJia C PyKaMy BOKPYT T'OJIOBHI, 3aTEM, C OIIYIIEHUEM,
YTO OHA y2Ke CIIbIIIaja 3TOT I'0JI0C, 06epHYIIach.

OmepInuch 0 3aKPHITYIO CTBOPKY ABEPH, 0YEHb OJIeOHEIN MyKUYKWHA SBHO O0POJICS ¢ 6€CIIaMSITCTBOM.
3aKpHIB I'/Ta3a U CKaB POT, OH C TPYIOM [BIIIAJ, HO 3aCTHIBINAS OT U3yMJIeHUsT MapraHHa Haxe He
ogyMaJlia OKa3aTh MY ITOMOIIb. ¥ HOBOMPUORIBIIETO IO HAGPOIIEHHEIM Y€PHEIM IIJIAIOM
BUOHENNCH Oefas pybaxa, o0neraolye CUHIE TaHTa0OHEl ¥ BEHT€PCKUE Carlord. Y Hero ObIIu
TE€MHEIE BBIOLTHUECS BOJIOCHL... ¥ JIMII0, KOTOPOe MOJIofasl XKeHIIUHA C UCITYyToM y3Hasa. [lepen Hew
CTOSITT ee OOMOYUK C yauIlsl CepyTTH. ..

MapuanHa He ounbach, CYUTasi, YTO 3TOT MyXK4MHa paHeH. OOBsICHEHNEM CIIEIOB KPOBU Ha €€
IIaThe CTaJI0 pacCIUIbIBIIEeCS KpacHOe MATHO Ha ero py0allike y JIeBOTO IIjleya, a He3HAKOMel] TeM
BpeMeHeM 0e3 CO3HaHUSI PYXHYJ Ha YCTUIABIINA IIOJI KOBED.

OternieHeB, OHa CMOTpeJIa, KaK OH MaflaeT, He 3Hasl, Kak el OBbITh, KOT[a 3a JBEePhI0 IMOCIBIIIATICS
rosioc ZKoHaca:

— OTkBOUTE, MafgeMya3eb MasuanHa! 910 2Konac! [IBeBb 3aKIUHUIIO!
OueneHenue npomuio. MyK4uHa JeUCTBUTENBHO yIiaa TaK, YTO Melllal OTKPHITh ABEDE.
— MunyTtky, 2Konac! 4 ceiiuac 0TKpO1o.

OHa B3si71a HE3HAKOMIIAa 3a HOTY ¥ TOTSHYJa U30 BCEX CHJI, YTOOBI OTTALIUTh €TI0 K LIEHTPY KOMHATHI,
HO OH OKa3aJICs CITUIIKOM TSIKeJNbIM. Bce-Taku eif ¢ TPyOoM yaamoch OTOABUHYTH €TI0 Ha JOCTATOYHOe
paccTosiHue, 4To0B 2KOHAC CMOT BOUTH.

— OcTaBbTe TOOHOC CHAPYXKH, S He MOTY HUYero coenaTh, — CKa3ajla OHa, IPUOTKPHIBas CTBOPKY.
Mazxopagom Koe-Kak IIpojie3 Yyepe3 Y3KUU IPOXOf.

— Ho 4T0 Xe nBou301LII0, MafeMya3esib MaBuanHa?

O! T'ocioguu 6aBOH! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, pa3risanes npensaTctBue. — I'ocrogu! OH BaHeH!

— BrI 3HaeTe 3TOro 4yejaoBeka?

— IIBekBacHO! OH, KaK TOBOBUTCS, CBOU 4esloBeK. ITO reHepasn OyBHbe-CaBnoBes. Ba3se MagaM
DOBTIOH3 HUKOTTIa O HEM He roBoBuia? Ero Henb3s TyT jexaTbh. Ero Hago B KBOBATh.

B TO BpeMs Kak 4epHBIM TUTaHT IIOAHSI PAHEHOTO C TAKOU JIETKOCTHIO, CJIOBHO TOT HAYET0 He BECHUJI,
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Y YJIOKUJ B yXKe TIOCTIaHHYI0 IOCTeIb, MapraHHa ITOKOIajach B aMsaTU. ['eHepar, 6apoH ®ypHbe-
Capmnose3? Koneuno, QOpTIOHS yKe TOBOpPUIa €M 0 HEM C TaKUMM MOOYISALUSIMU I00ca, KOTOphIe
XOPOIIO 3HABIIUM KPEOJIKY SICHO TOBOPUIIM, KaKHe BOCIIOMUHAHUS MX BBI3LIBAIOT. ITO OBIJT KPacaBell
®pancya, oguH K3 TPex ee JIOOMMBIX BO3/II00JIEHHBIX, @ OCTAJIbHBIMU SBISIUCH HE MEHee
00BopoXUTENbHEIN Ka3duMup me MOHTPOH, HEIHE U3THAHHBINM B AHBED, ¥ TOPa3[o MeHee
odapoBaTesbHEIM, HO 3aTO ropa3no 6oee OoraTeii YBpap...

Ho gTo Takoe ®opTiOHS elle el paccka3biBana? [Touemy MapraHHa HUKOIa He BUEJa €r0 y CBOeU
nofgpyTu?.. AX fa: OH ObLJI HEBO3MOKHBIN YeJI0OBEK, «XyAIINY Iajonai Bemukoit ApMun», HO TaKxke
«Tyqmui pybaka» Tou ke apmur. Kak TakoBOM, OH OETUJT CBOIO KU3Hb MeXKOY OeCTIIIUMU
BOMHCKHMMHU ITOJBUTaMU U IpeOLIBaHUEM B pe3epBe M3-3a 0eCUKUCIIeHHBIX JyPayecTB U HEITPEePHIBHEIX
nyanei. B maHHBIM MOMEHT €r0 COCJIa/ii B POMHYIO IIPOBUHIIHNIO, TTI€ OH MOJIKeH ObLT 03KUIATh
IIPOIIEeHUS UMIIEpaToOpa 3a MOCIeHIO al0CTh.

[Togymas o Hanoneone, MapuasHa BCIIOMHMJIa O HEIPUSTHO IOPa3uBLIeM ee paccka3e QOpPTIOHI: 10
OKOHYaHUU PeBOIONNY, B KOTOPYIO OH OPOCHIICS C PAgoCThi0, XOTS IIPexXK/e MpedaHHO CIIyKUII
Kopouto, dypHbe BO3HEHaBUAET UMIIepaToOpa, 0TBeYaBIlIero eMy B3auMHOCTHIO, HO TeEM He MeHee
IIePUOJUYECKH pa3pelIaBIIero BO300HOBIATE CITyKO0y 9TOM ropssuel TOJI0Be, YIYUTHIBAs €TI0
BBIAQIOIIYIOCS] BOMHCKYIO H06JIeCTh, MPUHECIIYIO €My YUH TeHepasa u TuTys 6apona. Ho ®ypHbe 3T0
Ka3aJIoCh MeJIOYbIO TI0 CPAaBHEHUIO C TUTYJIAMK ¥ 60TaTCTBOM MapiasoB. [IpuHUMas Bce 3TO BO
BHHMaHUe, U 0COOEHHO ecniu 06aBUTEL CETONHSIIHEE ITPOHCIIECTBUE, YEJIOBEK 3TOT He OBII IS
MapuaHHB HY UHTEPECHBIM, HU CUMIIAaTUYHBIM. B omlpefielIeHHOM CMEBICTIe OH MOT OBITh HaxKe
OTIaCHBEIM, ¥ MOJIOfAs XKEeHIIIMHA He UMejla HY MaJIeHIIero XejJaHus I03HaKOMUThCS ¢ HUM Onmuxe. U
TaK yXkKe JOCTaTOYHO HEIIPUATHO 3HaTh, 4TO POPTIOHI, TaKas IpefaHHas HamoneoHy, coxpaHsia
HEXHBIe YYBCTBA K 9TOMY MOJIOAIY MCKITIOUUTEIbHO U3-3a €T0 KPAaCOTh M HEYTOMUMOCTH B JIIO0BH. ..

B To Bpems kak 2KoHAc ¢ TOPEeCTHRIMHU BO3TJIaCaMU CTAIIVII C PAaHEHOT'0 CAaIloTH ¥ Havall yXaXXuBaTh
3a HUM, MapraHHa MMOBEePHYIach K HUM CIIMHOM U CHeflajla HeCKOJIbKO IIIaroB K Bepu. Y Hee OBII0
JKenaHue npenynpenuth PopTioHI, HO OHa Kojiebasnack, 605Ch ITOMelllaTh IIePeroBopaM ¢ 6aHKHUPOM.
OmHako ee KoynebaHUs HOITO He ITPOMOIKAIUCE. [IBepb OTBOPUIIACH IOl SHEPTUYHOU PYKOU MajaM
l'aMerneH, KOTOpas BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— 41 cmemnana TO, 4TO MOTJIA, I HaOeIoCh. ..

Ona ymornkia. Ee B3risim CKOIb3HYIT HAM MJI€YOM IIOOPYTH ¥ OCTAHOBUIICS Ha KPOBATH, BO3JIE
KoTOpo# 2KoHac 3axker KaHaesop.

— @pancya! — 3akpuyana oHa. — Mou bor! On MepTB!

B HeymepKUMOM TIOpLIBE, 0OTOPOCUB MapruaHHy B CTOPOHY, OHa YCTpeMuiach K KpOBaTH, OTTOIKHYIa
2KoHaca, KOTOPHIH, 3aKaTaB pyKaBa X BOOPYKUBIINCEH KOPIIKeH, Hayall 0YHUIIaTh PaHy, ¥ C phlYaHueM
TUTPULEI yTIa/la Ha HETTOBUKHOE TEJI0 CBOETO BO3IIO0IEHHOTO.

— Cnapyaimuii Mucyce! Magam ®0oBTI0H3, — 3allpOTECTOBAI MaXXOpPAOM, — He TBSICUTE €ro Tak, a TO
BEL €r0 I1BaBfa youBaTh. OH He yMeB. TOJIBKO TeBSI CO3HAHUE.

A BaHa He ceBbe3Hasd.

Ho ®opTioH3, B KOTOpou MapuaHHa I1ogo3peBasa TaiHyl0 CKJIOHHOCTB K MeJjiogpamMaM, He Clyliaa
€ro U UCIyCKaja CTeHaHUSs, JOCTOMHbIE KOPCUKAHCKOU IJIaKalbIIUIEL. B TOo XKe BpeMs OHa OChllana
CBOET0 BO3/TI00JIEHHOT0 TAaKMMU TOPSIYKMMH TIOIeNTysIMU U TaK HEXKHO JlacKaja, YTo Ojarofaps sTUM
YyIeCHBIM JIeKapCcTBaM, [a ellle apoMaTU4eCKOu COIu, KOTOPYI0 Aepxkajl 2KoHac, 3TOT
BO3JTI00IEHHBIM KOHYHUIT TEM, YTO IPUOTKPHIT ONUH T'Jla3, — CBUAETENIbCTBO XXKU3HH, UCTOPTIIEe U3
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rpyou MM ['aMesieH TOpKeCTBYIOMUN KPUK.
— Bynp 6marocnoBeHHO He60! OH xuB!

— A HUKTO B 9TOM He COMHeBaJicsi, — mpobypuan 2Kornac. — O6GMOBOK OBII OT yCTAIOCTH U IIOTEBU
MHOT'O KBOBH!

[TeBecTaHbTE TaK TOBMOIIUTH €r0, MagaMm! ['ocnoguHy 6aBoHY yxke nyuine! CMoTaliTe caMH.
[elicTBUTENBHO, C 00JIE3HEHHEIM CTOHOM paHeHH pacnpsaMuiics. OH yiaelOHYICS BO3IOOIEHHOM.

— 4 cTaper, — cKa3aj 0OH. — ITOT NPOKJIATHIY [[IOTI0OH IIPOTKHYJI MEHS Ha 3TOT pa3, HO 1 eMY
OTIIavy...

— CHaoBa [IronoH? — Bo3myTunachk ®opTioHs. — CKOIBKO XKe JIET BHl yKe iepeTech Ha Ayanu oba
BCSIKMU pa3, KOraa MmoBCcTpedaeTech? [1ecsaTh, IBEHAAATh?

— IlaTHapUaTh, — CIIOKOMHO nonpasuil PypHbe, — U, IIOCKOJIbKY MBI IPUMEPHO PaBHOU CUJIBI, KOHIA
elre He BUOHO.

A y Tebst pa3Be He HalIeTCs KallelIbKK YeTro-HuOYyOb YKPEIJISIOIero IJjisi paHEHOT0, KOTOPHIM. ..

Ox 3amnHysncs. Munys M-M ['aMesnieH, ero B3rIs OCTaHOBUIICA Ha MapuaHHe, C MpauYHBIM BUIOM
0XKH[aBIIEX CO CKpellleHHBIMU Ha I'PYAX PyKaMH, KOrja 3aKOHYAaTCS IePBble U3UIHUSA, U
co3epIlaBIlle OTOHL B KaMUHE.

— Crom... fa 5 ke Bac 3Halo! — Havas OH, 3aMETHO ITHITAsCh BEI3BATh B IIaMATH BOCIIOMUHAHUE, YTO
eMy Kak OyarTo ymanock. — Pa3Be BH He...

— Yro KacaeTcs MeHs, TO S Bac He 3Haio! — cpa3y oTpe3asia MapuanHa. — Ho 6yny Bam
IIpU3HaTeNIbHA, eCIU B oTycTUTE OOPTIOHS Ha MUHYTKY, U100 MOe KeJlaHWe OCTaBUTh Bac HaeouHe
COBIIAZaeT C BallUM.

— locmiogu, — BCKpHU4asa Kpeojka, — OemHsIkKKa, a s 3abbina o Tebe! XOTs CO BCEMU 3TUMU
epeKUBAHUSIMH. ..

C Toli Ke CTPEMUTETBHOCTHI0 OHA Opocuiach K mogpyre, 00HsTIA ee U 3allenTaa:

— 4 roBopuna ¢ YBpapoM. [To-MoeMy, OH corjaceH, HO OH XOUeT CKa3aTh Te0e HeCKOIbKO CJIOB. Th
MOXKEITb CIIYCTUThCA ¥ HauTu ero? OH XKaeT TeOs B MaJieHbKOM CaJIOHe C 3epKajaMu... [IpoBofu
MapeMya3enb MapuaHnHy, 2KoHac, ¥ BO3Bpalllaics C KOHbSIKOM [JIs reHepaa.

He 3acTtaBnsis mpocuTh cebs mBaxkmb, MapraHHa MOBEPHYJIACH K BEIXOOY, PAAysSCh TOMY, YTO
nmepecTaHeT ObITh 00BEKTOM «BHUMaHUS OypHBE, BO B3TJISIAE KOTOPOTO Telleph YMTajIach sIBHAS
HacMellKa. be3ycioBHO, OH y3HalI ee W, BUIUMO, He UCIIBITHIBAI HU MaJleHIlero 3aMellaTeIbCTBa U3
— 3a cBoero 6e300pa3Horo moBeneHus. [lepeq TeM Kak IIOKHHYTh KOMHATY, OHA YCIIbIIIAJa CJI0Ba,
oOpallleHHEIE K eT0 BO3/TI00IeHHOM:

— ¢ He 3HAI0 UMEHU 3TOM 0YapOBaTEIbHON HECTOBOPYUBOM OCOOBI, HO II0YEMY-TO YYBCTBYIO, YTO
00513aH e}l 4eM-TO...

— ¥V Tebs muxopajka, mOpPoroi, — 3aBopkoBaia PopTioH3. — YBepstio Tebsi, YTO THI eIlle HUKOTma He
BCTpeyasl MO0 IToApyry MapuasHy. 9TO COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MOXKHO.

MapuanHa ¥ HeM3BeCTHBIN U3 TocKaHbI 73 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

MapuraHHa efjBa yoepaKaach, YTOOI He MOXKATh MJIeYaMHU.

OTOT HEeropsii MpeKpacHO 3HaJl, YTO OHA HUKOTTIa He OCMENTUTCS PacCKa3aTh CBOEH MOAPYTe MPaBay O
OypHOM Hauasle ¥X B3aUMOOTHOILIEHWH, ¥ B JIIOOOM CJIy4yae 9TO He UMeJI0 60JIbIIOT0 3HAYEeHHS,
IIOTOMY YTO OHA TBEPO PeIllria Ha 9TOM UX U 3aKOHYUTh! M B camoM fmere, el BOBce He 00513aTeIIbHO
OBLIO 3HATH, UTO 3TOT CJIMIIKOM YBEPEHHEIN B cebe 4eloBeK HeHaBUOEI UMIIepPaTopa, YTOOR!
TIOYYBCTBOBATh K HEMY QHTHMIIATHUIO ¥ CPA3y 2Ke OTHECTH ero K YKCITy JII0fIel, KOTOPHIX OHA He X0Tena
Obl BHOBb YBUOETh. U TYT XKe OHa MOKJIsIach cebe coenaTh Bce, YTOO Tak U Obs10. CIIOBHO OTBeYas
Ha MbICST MapuaHHHI, CIyCKaBIIKUKCs no3aau Hee 2KoHac 6opMmoTart:

— Ecnu reHeBan ocTaBaThCs 37[eCh, MafieMya3elib MaBraHHa He CKOBO YBUIUT MafiaM. [TocrnenHui
Ba3 OHA ¥ TeHEBAJl He MOKUOATh CIaJIbHIO BOCEMb CYyTKH!

MapuaHHa HUYero He OTBETUIIa, HO HaxMypuia OpoBu. He oTToro, uto nogoOHas mo06Be0OUTEHOCTE
Ka3ajach el Ype3MepHOH, a IIOTOMY, YTO TaKhe» HOCTHUKEHUSI» MOTJIM 0Ka3aThCS HE TI0 BKYCY
O6aHKUpY YBpapy, HyKHOMY e¥ ceiyac. M myist MapruaHHBI 9TO MOXKET UMETh TYOUTEIbHbIE
TIIOCJIE[ICTBUS, €CIIU Y YeJIoBeKa, B KOTOPOM OHa Tak HyXkpanach, B OiuxKaliiiee BpeMs OyzmeT
MICTIOPYEHO HaCTPOEHHUE.

C TsKeJIbIM B3[I0XOM OHa HaIlpaBUIach Ha BCTPeUy ¢ GAHKMPOM B MaJIeHbKUU CAJIOH, XOPOIIIO
3HAKOMEIX el 1 0c0060 mro0uMeli OOpTIOHI, KOO 30eCh OHA MOTJIa CO3ePIaTh CBOM COOTa3HUTEILHEIE
IIpesiecTy U TI000BHEIe 3a0aBhl, BOCIIPOU3BEIEHHEIE MHOTOYKCIIEHHEIMY OOJIBITUMYI BeHEIIHaHCKUMHI
3epKajlaMu B JIEITHBIX TI030JI0YEHHEIX paMax. B HUX O0TpazKaauch YBSAIINE PO3k 000€B, TOKPHITAS
TAyTUHOM HU3Kast MeOesnb BpeMeH [[MpeKTOpHH, TOHKKE apabecKy KUPAHI0IeH C PO30BLIMHU
CBeYaMHU U eIMHCTBEHHBIN SPKUM Ma30K — rpoMagHasi OMpr030Basi KUTalCKas Ba3a C
PACIyCTUBIIUMUCS TIOJTbIIAHAMU ¥ UPUCAMK CPeIU MJIMHHHIX, YCHIIaHHEIX I[BETaMU T00eT0B
TePHOBHHUKA.

[TprHaOIEKHOCTD CaJI0OHa X03SHKe [oMa BhIlaBasl JIETKUH apoMaT PO3bl, 00POBIIHMICS C 3aIIaxOM
TOpSIIero OepeBa, a Takxke OecuncieHHbIe MeNiKue 0e37eNnyKy, pa3dpocaHHbe IOBCIOAY, paBHO Kak
Y OJIWHHBIY M1apd U3 M0307109€HHOr0 ra3a, CBHCABIINY C IOAJIOKOTHUKA OJHOTO U3 KPecell.

Boligs B MasleHbKHUIL CaJlOH U YBUAEB 00JIOKOTUBIIETOCS O KaMUH YBpapa, MapraHHa HEBOJILHO
OTMETHJIA, YTO, HECMOTPS Ha ero 60raTCTBO, 3TOT YeJIOBEK COBEPIIEHHO He TOOXOAUIT K OKPYKaBIIen
ero obctaHoBKe. Eii ObIJIO ICHO, YTO KPOME OEeHETr HUUTO HE MOXKET MPUBJIEKATh XKEHIIUH K TAKOMY
HU3KOPOCJIOMY MaJjIOMy C IIOBafKaMU IIPOJia3bl, C MIPOPEXKEHHBIMHU HATHIM OEeCATKOM TJIagKUMU
BOJIOCAMM Ha MaKyIlKe, Y KOTOPOIo Bcerya OblJT BUJ OJIeTOM BelllalKi, HECMOTPS Ha BCE YCUIHS
IIPUAATh 3JIETAHTHOCTH €TI0 CIIUIIKOM NOpOTol ofexne. Tem He MeHee ['abpuarnb YBpap uMen ycIex,
1 He TONbKO ¥ POpPTIOHS, KOTOpas HUUYTh He CKphIBajia CBOIO TI000BH K JeHbraM. [loroBapuBau, 4To
TOMHas1, 602KeCTBeHHasi, BEYHO IeBCTBeHHAs KionbeTTa Pekambe mapuia eMy CBOIO
671aroCKJIOHHOCTD, PABHO KaK M HEKOTOPEIE IPYTHe KPaCaBUITHL.

XoTst BTOPO# BO3M00IeHHBIHM M-M ["aMenieH OblT el He 60jiee CUMIIATU4Y€eH, YeM IIEPBHIN, 9TOT Ka3alcs
IIPOCTO OTBPATUTENbHEIM. MapuaHHa IToCTapaiaCch MPUHSATEH IPUBETIIUBLINA BUA U, TTOAX0OS K
00epHYyBIIEMYCS Ha CKPUII ABepU 6aHKUPY, YIEIOHYMack. C BO3TIaCOM YHOBIETBOPEHUS YBpap
00XBaTH/I PYKH MOJIOZION KEHIIKWHEI, 3alledaTsiel Ha KaXK o MoIenyi U, He OTIIyCKasi, MITKO YBJIeK
ee K Po30BoH code, Ha KoTopoit OOPTIOHI IPOBOIMIIA NOJTHE Yackl 0e3/eIhs, JTaKOMSICh CIIaloCTSIMU
M YuTas pefKue JIeTKHe POMaHBl, KOTOPHIM CypoBasi KMIlepaTopcKas IeH3ypa II03B0JIsAia YBUAETh
CBeT.

— IloyeMy He IPUAUTH KO MHE, JOPOTasi KpacaBulla, — YIPEKHYJ OH IOJHEIM 3aAyIIeBHOU OIU30CTH
TOHOM. — HamnpacHo 065110 6€CTIOKOUTH Halllero Apyra u3-3a Mogo0HoM MeJIouH.
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CmoBo «Menoub» IMMOHPaBUIIOCh MapuaHHe. [0 ee MHEHHIO, IBAAIATh THICSY JIUBPOB — U3PsSOHAS
CyMMa ¥ Hafio ObITh 6AHKUPOM, YTOORI TOBOPUTD O HEM C TaKOM HENPUHYXKIEHHOCThIO. BMecTe ¢ TeM
9TO HO0ABHUIIO € CMEJIOCTH. YBpap IPOIOIKal:

— BEI DOIKHEL ORI HEMEIJIEHHO HaWTU MEeHd... IoMa.
9T0 u36aBusIo OLI BaC OT BCIKUX XJIONIOT.
— Ho... s HUKOTa HE OCMeNuIachk OB, — CKa3aja OHa, OMHOBPEMEHHO MHITAsICh OCBOOOOUTH PYKH.

— He ocmenumnucsk 6b1? Takas KpacuBas xKeHIMHa? Heyxkenu BaM HUKOTa He TOBOPUIIY, YTO
KpacoTa 3a4apoBLIBAET MEHS, UTO 51 ee BepHBIN pab? A KTo ke B [Tapuxke MoOXKeT OBITh ITPEKpacHeN
HMmepaToOpCKOTo CONOBBS?

— MMnepaTopCKOro COJIOBbA?
— Hy na, 970 Tak npo3sanu Bac, BocxututenbHas Mapus-Crastal Bel 00 3ToM He 3Hanu?

— Bupmurt Bor, HeT, — cka3aya MapuaHHa, KOTOpas Halllyla, YTO ee COOeCeTHUK CIIUIITKOM raJaHTeH
MIJIs1 YeJIoBeKa, ¥ KOTOPOro cOOUPaloTCs 3aHSITh KPYIIHYIO CYMMY.

Ho YBpap yxe mpogonxai:

— 4 Ovin Ha BameM BeicTymneHuu B @eiio. Ax!.. Kakoe uymo! Kakoii ronoc, kakas rpaius, Kakas
KpacoTa! f He CONTry, ecliu CKaxy, YTO Bbl IPHBEIM MEHS B BOCTOPT! 4 OBII IOJTHOCTHIO OYapOBaH
BaMu! ITOT pegkuil TeMOp, TaKOW BOIHYIOUINY, a Te0equHas 1Ies U JelecTKH Po3 BMecTo I'y0, u3
KOTOPHIX 61 BomniieOHBIN (DOHTAH 3BYKOB. KTO He OBIJT TOTOB IPEKJIOHUTH KOJIEHU OT BOCXUIIEHUA? 4,
HaIlpumMmep, XO...

— BBl CTUIIKOM CHHUCXOOUTEIIbHEI, — 000pBajia ero cMylneHHass MapuaHHa, HaunHaBLIas 00SITHCS,
yTO OAHKUP MTOATBEPOUT CBOM CJIOBA [IEMCTBHEM U yIIafieT Iepe Hel Ha KojieHu. — [Ipolmy Bac,
OJIHAKO, OCTAaBUM B ITOKO€ TOT Beuep... OH IpUHEC MHE COBEPIIEHHO He TO, Yero s XkKeJjasa.

— O, HecyacTHBIY ciTy4day ¢ BaMu? [JeHCTBUTENBHO, 3TO OBIIIO...

— QOueHb HEIIPpUSATHO, XU C TEX IIOP BRI3BABIINE €I'0 IIPUYMHEBI TOJIBKO YMHOXKHUJIKCE. Tak 4To 4 IIpomy
N3BMHUTE MEH{, €CIIN S KaXyCh BaM HeTepHeHHBOﬁ " HEOJoOCTaTO4YHO YQTHBOfI, HO g HY2K[OalOCh B
YBEPEHHOCTH. BbI mOHMMaeTe IIPEeKpPaCHO, 9YTO TOJIEKO O4YE€Hb 3aTPYOHUTEIJIbHOE II0JIOKEHNKE, B
KOTOPOE 4 I0IIajia, BEIHYOUTIO MEHA 06paTI/IT]:>CH 3a IIOMOIIIBIO.

— K gpyry... [Ipyry BepHOMy U IipefnaHHoMy! Hazetocs, BBl He COMHEBAeTeCh B 3TOM?

— HWuaue s He Oblia Ob 3meck! MTak, ST MOTY PaCCUMTHIBATL HA 9Ty CYMMY... CKaxXkeM, ITocae3aBTpa’?
— Bbe3ycnoBHO. Bac ycTpouT nocnesasTpa NONONYyIHU?

— Her, 370 HeB03MOXKHO. 4 [0NXKHA [1eTh B TIOUILPY IIepeq UX BeJIn4eCTBaMU.

C TpymoMm, HO el Bce-TaK4 yaioCh TPOU3BECTH MHOXKECTBEHHOE YKCIIO. YBpAp KUBHYII C XaHKECKOU
YIIBIOKOM.

— Torpma nocne3aBTpa BeuepoM, nociie npueMa? f Oyny kpath Bac y cebs. Y MeHs OymeT ropasmo
IPUSATHEU, YEM TaM.
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Mgzl cMOKeM 11000 ITaTh... JIy4Iie MMO3HAKOMUTHCS!

C BHEe3aIHOo IIOKPaCHEBIIMMHU IMIE€EKaMn MapI/IaHHa PE3KO BCTajia, BEIPBAB PYKU M3 HNEIKUX JIAll
6aHKI/Ipa. Eu BOPYT CTAJIO ACHO, Ha KaKUX YCIIOBUAX YBpap COT'JIaCHUTCA OOOJIZKUTH en OEHbI'A.

,]:[pO}Ka OT HETOOOBaHNA, OHA BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— MHe KaXeTcs, MBI He IPaBUIbHO IIOHMMaeM [PYT Apyra, TOCIOAUH YBpap. [leno umgeT o 3anMe.
OTH OBafUaTh THICAY JIUBPOB S BEPHY BaM He I103XKe 4eM 4yepe3 TPU Mecdla.

JTro0e3Hass MrHa OaHKMPa CMEHUIAaCh HEMOBOJIBHOM rpuMacoi. OH MMozKaJl MiedaMu.

— Jla KTo BaM roBOpHUT 0 3ariMe? [TomoOHAs BaM XKeHINWHA MOXKeT TpeOoBaTh Bce. 1 maM BaM ropasfio
0OJIbIlle, eCJIH BHI ITI0KEJaeTe.

— ¢ He xouy 0oJIbILIe... ¥ COTJIAIYCh TOJILKO Ha 3aeM.

BaHKup co B3OOXOM BCTaj U MPUOIM3UIICS K MOJIOOU KEHIIUHE, TPEAYCMOTPUTETFHO OTCTYIUBILEN
K KaMuHY. Ero royoc, ToJIbKO 4TO TaKO¥ MEIOTOYUBEIM, CTAJl PE3KUM, @ BO B3TJIsAAE 3aXkKercs
Heq0OpEI OTOHEK.

— IlpenocTaBbTe [efla MyKYWHAM, MOSI IOPOrasi, ¥ IIPOCTO COTTIACUTECH C TeM, YTO BaM IIpe[sIaraiT
OT YHCTOTO Ceppla.

— 3a 4T0?

— Ho... 3a HUYTO... Uy 3a nycTak! HeMHOXKKO... Bale ApyK0bl, YaCOK Balllero MPHUCYTCTBHUS, IIPaBo
110J11000BaThCS BaMHU, TIOABIIIATE OMHUM BO3AYXOM...

OH cHOBa IIPOTSIHYJI K Hel XKafHble PYKH, TOTOBBIE CXBATUTh UK 00HATH. Hay 6e/10CHEeKHEIM
raJICTYKOM KeJToe U0 6aHKMpPa CTalo KUPIUYHO-KPacHEIM, TOTIa KakK rjla3a ero IIOTOSITHO
BIIWJIKCH B UyAHBIE IIOJIyOTKPHITHIE IJIeYd. [IpoXKb OTBpallleHus CoTpsciia MapuanHy. Kak oHa cmoriia
CHenaTh TAKYIO TJIYIOCTh M 00PATUTHCS K 9TOMY Y€JI0BEKY C TEMHBIM IIPOIIIIHIM, HEJaBHO
0CBOOOKIEHHOMY U3 TIOPHMEI, KyIa ero IoCafuiIn B ¢peBpasie 3a rpsa3Hyo apepy ¢ MEKCUKAaHCKUMU
IMacTpaMH, COBEPIIEHHYIO B KOMIIaHUY C ToJijlaHfleM Barmepbeprom? 3Tto ObI0 yncToe Ge3ymue!

— C tewM, uTo Bbl TpebyeTe, — pe3Ko Opocuia OHa B OTYASTHHOM IIOTBITKE 3aIyraTh ero, — 5 He MOTY
COTTIaCUThLCS, MO0 UMIIepaTOp He IIPOCTUT ITOTO0 HU BaM, HU MHe. Brl 4TO, He 3HaeTe, YTO S
SIBIISIFOCD... UMIIEPATOPCKOU IIpUBUTIETHEN?

— [IpuBuneruu JOpOro OIIaYMBalOTCSA, CAHBOPUHA. Te, KTO U3BJIEKaeT U3 HUX I10JIb3Y, JOJIXKHEI
IIPOHUKHYTHLCS 9TOM UCTUHOU... ¥ IIOCTYIaTh TaKUM 00pa30oM, YTOOH He IePerHyTh NajkKy!
[ToCKOJIBKY 3TO IPOU30LIIO0, Topa3MbIUIAiTe! CerogHs B yCTalu, 3aMEeTHO B3BOJTHOBAHHI.
BesycnoBHO, cBafie6HbIE TOPKECTBA [OJIKHABI IPUYMHUTL CTPafaHus... OOHOM U3 npuBuerui?.. Ho
He 3a0BIBaiiTe, YTO I10CIE3aBTPa BeUePOM ABAALATh THICSY JIUBPOB... UK 00JIbIe OYOYT XKOATh BacC y
MeH$, eCJI¥ IIOHAJoOUTCS, TO U BCIO HOUb, ¥ BEChH CIEAYIOMIUY NEeHb!

He oTBeuas u maxe He B3TJISTHYB Ha Hero, MapuaHHa ITOBEPHYJIACh U HAIIPaBUJIAch K oBepu. Ee
IIOCTOMHCTBO, €€ BEICOKOMEpYE IIPUIaIH el BU 0CKOPOIeHHON TOCYydapblHU, HO B CePlle Lapuio
oTdasgsHue. EquHCTBeHHAss BO3MOXKHOCTh IOCTaTh JEeHbIY yTPaueHa, n00 HUKOTHa, HU IPU KaKUx
00CTOSITETECTBAX OHA HE COTJIACUTCS Ha yCIoBus YBpapa. OHA HaWBHO I0JIarasia, YTO CMOXKET
TIOJTYYUTDb 3aeM II0fl YeCTHOE CJIOBO, HO B 0YepeHOiM pa3 ybenunacs, 4To nodas caenka ¢
MYXK4YMHaMU TpuobpeTaeT cBoeoOpa3HbIM OTTEHOK, KOT/la XKEHIITMHA MOJIofa U KpacuBa. «f1 3Halo C
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IeCATOK XaXIylIuX, KOTOPEe JamyT Tebe CTONIbKO 3a OOHY HOYb JTII00BU», — cKa3ana ®opTioHs. [1o
KaKoi CTemeHu M-M ['aMesieH MoCBsIeHa B HaMepeHus YBpapa? He motomy mu eit OBITIO coetaHo
He[0OCTOMHOE IIpejIokKeHNe, YTO TOM He yaaioch CaMOU AOBECTH [ejo A0 KoHna? Ho MapuaHHa He
pemuniach MOBEPUTh, UTO MOAPYTra MOTJIa TakK XJIagHOKPOBHO TOJIKHYThL €€ B OTBPATUTEIbHYIO
JIOBYILIKY.

OTBeT Ha 3aflaHHbIM ce0e rOPbKUYM BOIIPOC OHA IMOIYYKIIa, efBa CTYIIUB Ha IOPOT, YCIIbIIIaB
OCTOPOXKHEIM TOJIOC YBpapa.

— He 3abypnpre: s Oyay XKpmaTh Bac. Ho, camo co6oit padymeeTcs, HeT He0O6XOOUMOCTH, YTOORI
noporoii ®opTIOHS CTal0 U3BECTHO O HalieM 3aroBope. OHa o4yapoBaTellbHA, HO TaK peBHUBA!

PeBuuBa? ®opTioH3? MapuaHHa efiBa He 3a0blla 0 CBOEM T'HEBE U I'OTOBA ObIJTa PACXOXOTATHCS MIPSIMO
eMy B nu1i0. Heyxemnu 9TOT yONIOOOK cunTan cebs OCTaTOYHO HEOTPA3UMbIM, YTOOR BHI3BATh
PEBHOCTD y TAaKOM 9K30TUYECKOHN INTHYKH, KaK IIPeKpacHas Kpeonaka? OHa OLIyTHIIa HEITPEOHOINMOoe
XenaHue OPOCUTH eMy IIPaBAY B I'jla3a: UMEHHO ceifdyac «04apoBaTesibHas, HO PeBHUBAS»
IpefaBanach HEMCTOBOM CTPACTH B 0OBITUSX KpPacaBlia, OBIBIIETO €€ TOAIUHHBIM BO3JTI00IEHHBIM.
TonbpKo 4TOOH! YBUIETh, KaK OAHKUP Ha 3TO MMPOPEearupyer...

Ho m-m 'aMerneH xkuja 10 CBOeMY XOTeHHI0, ¥ MapuaHHa HU 3@ YTO Ha CBETe He MpUYUHMIIA Ob el
HU MaJielIiel HeIpUsTHOCTU. BripoueM, yTemeHueM OBIJIO Y3HATh, UTO OHA He Beflana 0 MeJIKOU
IIOMJIOCTH YBpapa M YCIOBUSX CAENIKK, KOTOPYIO OH Ipennoxui. M sBapyr MapruaHHa nofBepriach
OPYTOMy UCKYIIEHHUIO: TOTYaC Ke IMOUTH M COOOIIUTDL O CO3TaBIIeCsl CUTyallul, U OHa cheana Obl
ato, 6ynb PopTIOHI OfHA.

Ho MapuaHHe He X0TeJI0Ch Hi BCTPeYaThCs C HEUCTOBEIM OypHBe, HA HapyIlaTh TET-a-TeT
B/IIOOJIEHHEIX.

— INepepatiTe MagaM ['amesieH, 4TO S BCTPEUYYCh C HEW 3aBTPa, — CKa3aja OHa Iof0exkKaBlIeMy
KoHacy.

— ManeMyaseJIb MaBuaHHa, HO BEl HE MOXKETE YfITI/I nBocTO Tak! [lomo3auTe HEMHOTIO, S BEIIIO
3aJIO3UTh...

— Hert HeobOxoguMmocTu, 2KoHac. BoT 1 Mos Kapera.

IelicTBUTENHHO, CKBO3b 3aCTEKJIeHHEIE IBepU BeCcTU0I0Ns OHa yBuaesna ['pakxa-I'aHHubana, KOTOPHIT
II0CJIe JINXOTO Pa3BOPOTa OCTaHOBUII Jiomafiel y Kpeinbiia. Ho moka 2KoHac 3a00TIMBO YKYTHIBAT €1
IIJIeYX KallleMHAPOBOM I1asiblo. ['71a3a ee paclIMpUInCh OT U3YMJIEHUS IIPU BUAE BHIIPHITHYBIIETO U3
KapeTsl Apkaauyca.

O6opBaHHbIe TallKaHH ¥ Qasgbsl YepHOTo (paKa, CBUCABIIKE C IIIeW OCTAaTKKM KPykKeB pyOallKwy,
IIPOaBJIeHHAs IIeJIKOBas IIJIsAIa, MOAOUTEIN I'7la3 U MHOTOYKMCIIEHHbIE IJapalHLl, TOKPhIBABIINE
JIUI0 BUKOHTA fe 2KoJuBassi, CBUIeTEIbCTBOBAJIM O CIIaBHOM OUTBE, KOTOPYIO MY IIPUIIIIOChH
BLIHECTH, B TO BpeMs KaK I'Opfio BOCCEMIaBIINY Ha CBOeM CHUIeHbe I'pakx, 0e3 LISIhl, B3HEPOIIEHHHIH,
C TIBUTAIONIMMY IIeKaM¥ ¥ CBEPKAIIIMMU TIa3aMH, BCe ellle MOTpsican KHYToM, clioBHO KOmuTep
MOJTHUSIMU.

— l'ocnopgu! — B3goxHyNna MapuanHa. — HakoHe1-To!
Ho oTkyna BbI B3A7IUCH?

— W3 Tonmsl, TOe BB Hac octaBuin! — npobypuan 2KonuBanb. — KOHEYHO, BBl BRITJIAAUTE TOPA3f0
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CBEXKeH, 4YeM MEI, HO HaCKOJIBKO 5T IOMHIO,  Bac IIPH BhIe3e OBIJI0 PO30BOE IIJIaThe?

— OHO TOXKe momnaso B cBanKy. OgHaKO, MOM APYT, CafUTECh, HAO BO3BpallaThCsa. Bam cpodHO
HeoOxoOouMa BaHHa M Ipo4uil yxof. [Jomoii, I'pakx, 1 KakK MOXKHO OBICTpe!

— Ecnu BB X0THUTE, YTOOH 51 CKaKal BO BeCh OIIOP, Haflo MUHOBaTh CTeHY OTKYNIIUKOB U 00bexaTh
nosni-ITapuxa.

— Ilenait Kak X04elllb, TOJILKO HOCTaBb HAC JOMOM ¥ U30aBh OT BCTPEY C TOJIIOHN.

B To BpeMs Kak 3KuIlaXk Bble3KaJl 3a orpafy ocoOHsSKa, ApKafuyC CHOBa CTajl IPOMOKATh I'jia3
HOCOBBIM TIJTATKOM.

— HWTak, — crpocumn oH, — BBl YTO-HUOYIb DOOBIIN?
— Mapam 'aMerneH cpa3y npenjioxuia JeciaTh ThICAY.

— OueHb IPUSATHO, HO 3TOTO HEJOCTATOYHO. A BBl HE MBITANIUCH IOTOBOPUTE C YBPApoM, KakK s BaM
COBEeTOBaI?

MapuranHa npukycusa ry0y 1 HaxMypusach, BCIIOMHUB, YTO U3 9TOTO BHIIIJIO.

— Ia, ®opTIOH3 yCTPOUJIa MHE BCTPEYy C HUM... HO MBI He IpuUnuim K corjamenuto. OH... 0H
CJIUILKOM [OPOrou Ojid MeHs, Apkaguyc!

HaCTYHI/IJ'IO KOPOTKO€E MOJIYaHHE, UCIIOJIb30BaHHOE XKomnusanem, YTOOBI B3BECUTH 3TH HECKOJIBKO
CJIOB, OTKPEITH MOMJIMHHBINA CMEICTT KOTOPEIX HE COCTaBUJIO OJisd HETO OO0JIBIIIOTO Tpynoa.

— Tak! — cka3ai oH TobKO. — A... MagaM ['aMesieH ocBefoMIIeHa O IPEMJI0KEHHEIX YCIIOBUASIX
coenku?

— Hert. U coBceM He 00s13aTenbHO, YTOOB OHA y3HAA.
[TpaBma, s1 CHavasa xoTesa ObIIO paccKa3aTh e 000 BceM, HO OHA yKaCHO 3aHsTa.
— YewMm xe?

— Kakoii-To paHeHHHIH B MJIe40 colmadoH, CBAaTUBIINNCS € CIIOBHO CHET Ha I'0JIOBY, KOTOPHIH,
BUOUMO, 3aHUMaeT OOJILIIIOE MECTO B ee XKu3Hu. Hekui...

— OypHbe, g 3Hat0! Ara, 3Ha4YuT, Tycap BepHyJcsa? OH HEHAaBUOUT UMIIEPATOPA, HO HE MOXKET [IOJITO0
0CTaBaThCS BAJIU OT MOJIST OUTBHI.

MapuraHHa B3[OXHYIIa.
— VHTepecHO, ecThb U XOTh YTO-HUOYb, 0 UeM Ol BEL He 3HA/H, APYT MOK?

Ynribka 2KosrBass mpeBpaTUiiach B TpUMacy u3-3a 00JIe3HEeHHBIX lapalliH U CCaOuH Ha JIMlle, U OH
meYvaabHO MTOCMOTPEN HA OCTATKHU LIISIIHL.

— Jla... KaK MbI, HallpuMep, IOCTaHEeM [IBaIlaTh THICSY JIMBPOB, KOTOPHIX HAM ellle He XBaTaeT.

— OcTaeTcst TOMBKO OMH BHIXO[: MOM [PATroOlleHHOCTH, JaXKe eCJIM 3TO CTaHeT MIPUYNHOU CCOPEI C
MMIIePaTOPOM. 3aBTpa BBl IOCMOTPUTE, MOXKHO JIA WX 3aJI0KUTh. B IPOTUBHOM Ciy4ae... IPUOETCS UX
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IPOJaTh.

— BrI abcomioTHO He npaBekl, MapuaHHa. [ToBepbTe MHe, Ty4liie Oy[eT IOBUAATLECS C UMIIEPAaTOPOM.
[Tommpocurte y Hero aygueHIUIO U, pa3 B II0C/IE€3aBTpa IoefeTe B TIOUIbPH. ..

— Her... #u 3a yT0! OH CIMIIKOM XOPOIIO YMEET 3adaBaTh BOIIPOCH], ¥ €CTh BEIIH, O KOTOPHIX 5 HE
x0Tena 6bl eMy TOBOpUTE. KpoMme Toro, — mevanbHO foOaBusia OHa, — 51 M B CAMOM [ieJie SIBJISTIOCh
yOuiinen. {1 yOuna XKeHIIUHY, IpaBaa, He XKejas 3TOro, HO TeM He MeHee yb6umna. Y He xo4y, 4TOOR!
OH y3HaJ 9TO0.

— BrI mymaete, oH He OyHeT 3alaBaTh BOIIPOCH], €CJIA Y3HAET, YTO BhI MPOMAIN U3YMPYIbl — €ro
IoJapoK?

— IMocTapaiiTech Tak JOTOBOPUTHCS, UTOOB COXPAHUTL BO3MOXKHOCTh BEHIKYIIUTh UX Yepe3 IBa UIH
Tpu Mecsia. f 6yny meTh Be3e, Tae MHe IIpefioxar. MoxkeTe 3aK/o4aTh KOHTPAKTHL.

— Xopoiio, — B3H0xHYJ 2KonuBasb, — g CHejalo BCe KaK CMOTy aydine. A oKa BO3bMHUTE 3TO.

[TopHIBIIMCH B KAPMAHe CBOET0 MCIIaYKaHHOT0 0eJIoro XujleTa, OH BRITAIIMII OTTYa YTO-TO KPYTJIoe 1
GrecTsiiiee U BCYHYI €T0 B PyKy MapuaHHe.

— Yro 9T0 Takoe? — CIpocusa oHa, Harubasich, IOTOMY 4TO B KapeTe Ijapuiia IOYTH II0IHAas
TEMHOTa ¥ TPYIHO OBITI0 YTO-HUOYOb PasTisgeTh.

— HeGonbloi CyBeHHP Ha MaMATh 00 3TOM 3aMedaTeIbHOM JHEe, — YXMBUIbHYIICS 2KoTuBamb. —
OpHa u3 Mefdaneii, 4To HelaBHO pa3bpackBanu. d mo6OkT ee B TPYIHOM Gophbe.

COXpaHI/ITe ee, 100 s 3amIaTui 3a Hee JOCTaTO4YHO JOpPOro, — JIOGE[BI/IJ'[ OH, BHOBb HAa4aB YXaXHNBATb
3a OIIYXHINM I'JIa30M.

— 4 rny6oKO0 COYYBCTBYIO BallleMy Hec4acCThblo, MO GeqHBEIN APYT, HO TOBEPLTE: AaXkKe eClU S
IIPOKUBY THICSIUY JIET, 1 He 3a0yny 9TOT [eHb!

I'maBa V. KAPIIMHAJI CAH-JIOPEHIIO

[Tpomoskasi UTPATh POJIb BEPHOTO PHILIAps, KHA3b Kitapu 3aexan B cpeny 3a MapraHHOH, YTOOHI
TpoBoauTh ee B Trounbpu. Ho B TO BpeMs Kak IIOCOJIbCKAs KapeTa YBO3MIIa UX K CTapOMY ABOPILY, OT
MapuaHHH He YCKOJIb3HYI0 03a60UueHHOe BRIpaXkeHUe JIUIA ee CIyTHHKA, HECMOTPS Ha €r0 YCHUIIHS
IepXKaTbCsSI HEMPUHYKOEHHO. [0 TYCTEIMU CBETIIBIMU BOJIOCAMH Ha JIOY MOJIOHOT0 YeI0OBeKa He
pa3riaXkuBaiach TPEBOKHAS CKJIAKa U B €r0 YMCTOCePAeYHOH yIrOKe OBIZI0 TOPa3a0 MEHbIIe
BECEJIOCTH, ueM 00er9HO. OH He fJan cebe, BIPoYeM, TpyHa OIPOBEPTHYTh OYEBUAHOE, KOTHa
MapuraHHa 0CTOPOXKHO CIIPOCHJIa ero 00 3TOM.

— §1 obecmokoeH, noporasi Mapus. 4 He Bupiesl UMIIepaTopa C T03aBUepallHero Beyepa, Beuepa
cBagnObl, U 5 CclIpaluBaio ce0s MPOMeT JIM HEIHELUTHUH TpueM 6e3 0CJI0OXKHEHUH. 4 ellfe XOpoIo He
3HAIO0 eT0 BEJIMYECTBO, HO 5 BUMEJ €T0 B CUIIbHOM T'HEBE B TOT [I€Hb IIPY BEIXOE U3 KAIEeJIIHL...

— B ruese? I1pu Beixoge u3 Kamesbl? Ho 4TO TaM mpou30Iio? — cupocuiia MapruaHHa ¢ BHe3anHO
IPOOYIUBIIUMCS JTIOOOIIEITCTBOM.

Jleonosep Kiapu yneIOHYIICS, B35 €€ PYKY U OBICTPO IOLEI0BAI.

— COBepH.IeHHO BEPHO, BEOb BEI HE OBILTIH TaM C TeX I10P, KaK MEI PAaCCTaAJIUCh. Torma y3HaIZTe, qTo,
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BOMS B KaIleJlIy, UMIIepaTop 06Hapy}KI/IH, 4YTO U3 IBAJLAaTH CEMHU IIPUTIIAIIEHHBIX KaPOWHAJIOB
IIPHUCYTCTBOBAJIX TOJILKO ABEHAOLATh. He xBaTano naTHaglaTy, U, IIOBEPhTE, 3TAd ITYCTOTa 6p0C&J’IaCb
B I'JIa3a.

— Ho... mogo6Hasi meMOHCTpaluus, 04eBUAHO, Oblyla 00yCIOBIeHa 3apaHee?

— Bue Bcsikux comHeHuH, yBh! U y Hac B TOCONIBCTBE CUIBHO 00€CIIOKOEHH. Bl 3HaeTe, KakoBa
TIO3UITUST UMIIEPATOPA B OTHOIIEHUY Tarnbl. OH OEePKUT ero CBITEHIIeCTBO MIeHHHKOM B CaBOHE U He
CYeJl HyKHbIM 00pPaTUTHCS K HEMY II0 ITOBOMY PAacTOPXKEHUS MpedbIayiero 6paka. 9To mapukcKas
IIePKOBHAs BEPXYIIKa BCe chuenana... OMHAKO OTCYTCTBHE 3TUX KHs13el [[epKBU BEI30BET COMHEHUE B
3aKOHHOCTH OpaKa Hallledl 3pPUreploruHU. ITO KpaliHe HETIPUSTHO, ¥ MSATHAMAATH TyCTHIX MECT He
0co0eHHO 00pagoBaNu KHsI351 MeTTepHUXa.

— ITonnoTte! — 3aMeTuna MapuaHHa ¢ U3BECTHHIM YyBCTBOM Y[ OBNIETBOPEHUS. — BEI MOIXKHEI ObIIN
00 3TOM 3HAaTh, ellle KOTHa Ballla IpUHIlecca He MOKuAana BeHy. BaMm cieqoBao TOMBKO IIPOSIBUTH
HEIPEKJIOHHOCTh Mepefl KaluTyJIOM, BaM HafijiexKajo moTpe6oBaTh, UYTOOL €T0 CBATEHILECTRO. .
CAHKIIMOHUPOBAJ Pa3BOf C MIEPBO uMIepaTpuiiei. He roBopuTe, 4TO BH He 3HAIK 00 OTIyYEHUN
IaIioy UMIiepaTopa BOT yKe CKOpo ron!

— 4 3Haw0, — C IrPyCThIO CKa3ajl Knapu, — u Bce MBI 3HaeM 3T0. K 4yeMy 3aCTaB/iIsAiTh MEHS
HaIlOMKHATh BaM, UTO IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK MBI ObLIM pa3rpoMJIeHH IoJ BarpaMoM, Mbl HyKOaIuCh B
MUpeE, B IIePEebIIKe ¥ He ObIIM IOCTAaTOYHO CHUJIbHEI, YTOOR 0Ka3aTh COMPOTUBIIEHNE TPEOOBAaHUSIM
HamnomneoHa.

— YT0 XK TOT{la TOBOPUTH, UTO 3TOT OpaK ObIT HEOXKMIAHHBEIM IJI Bac, — CKa3alla MOJIofas XKeHIIHa
C HEBOJIbHOM XKECTOKOCThI0, 0 KOTOPOH TYT XK€ U [oXKaJjesa, yBUAEB, KaK IIOMpPaYyHes ee OpyrT, U
YCIIBIIIaB, KaK OH B3[BIXAET.

— Hukorpa He OBIBaeT IIPUATHBIM OBITH HOﬁe}KI[eHHbIM.

Ho kax 05l To HU OBITIO, 9TOT OpakK yKe 3aKIi04eH, U eC/Ii HaM TSIKeJo BUAEeTh, Kak 0ecliepeMOHHO
oOpaiaeTcs LIepKoBb C OOHOM M3 HAIIMX MIPUHIIECC, MBI HE MOXKEM ITPU3HATH €€ TOJTHOCTHIO He
mpaBoi. Bot mouemy s B 6ecrnokoiicTBe. O4eBUIHO, BE HE 3HAETE, YTO BCe KaPAWHAJILI U eIIUCKOIIHI
[IpUTJIALlleHbl Ha 3TOT KOHIEPT!

MapwuaHHa [IelCTBUTEIBHO He 3Hajla 00 9TOM, XOTS ¥ OfejlaCh COOTBETCTBEHHO. EIT maThe u3
roJry6oro I1eIKa, pacIiIuToe cepeOpPSHEIMY MTaIbMOBBIMYU JTUCThSIMU, OBIIO €Ba eKOIbTUPOBAHO,
TOJIBKO OTKPHIBAs XKEMUYKHOE 0XkKepeJibe, EQUHCTBEHHYIO JParolieHHOCTh ee MaTepu 1 BooO1e
eJUHCTBEHHYI0, TaK KaK BCe OCTaJIbHOEe OHa HaKaHyHe nepefasa 2Konusamio. PykaBa omycKauch
HHU3KO0, HUXKe JIokTe#d. OHa chenasa 6e33a00THBIHA XeCT.

— Bl BojtHyeTech 10 yCTsAKaM, Opyr Moi. [logeMy BHI peuIniy, 4To BpaxkaeOHO HaCTPOEHHBIX
KapAXHAJIOB KOHIIEPT MPUBJIeYET OOJIbIlle, YEM LIEPEMOHUS?

— IloToMy 4TO IPUTTIALIIEHHUS BAIIETO UMIIEPAaTOpPa 00JIbIe HATIOMUHAIOT KAaTeTOPUYHbIE TTPUKA3H, U
OHHU, BO3MOXKHO, He PUCKHYT BO BTOPOM Pa3 ocCyiIaThcsi. CaMo MX IMPUCYTCTBUE IIPH OCBSAILIEHUN
Opaka siBunoCh ObI B HEKOTOPOM POfe IPU3HAHUEM €T0, B TO BpeMs KaK KOHIIEPT... 1 g 6010Ch
IpreMa, KOTOPhI MOXKeT oKa3aTh uM HanoneoH. Ecnu Ovl BB BUeH, KAKUM B3TJIAIOM 00BeJ OH
IIyCTHIE KpPeciia B Kalese, Bbl 6bl 0€CIIOKOUNTUCH He MeHblIlle MeHs. Moii mpyr Jle63eIbTepH TOBOPHUTI,
YTO Y HETO MOPO3 I10 KOXKe MpobexkKasl Ipy 3TOM.

Ecnu Bo3HUKHET KOHGMIUKT, HAllla MO3ULIKUS CTaHET 0YeHb HEeNpPusITHOU. Benb cam ummnepatop ®paHig
VCKpEeHHe NIpefaH ero CBATEUIIeCTRY.
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Ha artot pa3 MapHaHHa HHU4Yero He OTBETHJIA, MaJI0O 3aMHTEPEeCOBABIINCH 00CTOSITeTLCTBAMH,
BOJIHYIOIMUMHA ABCTpI/IIO, KOTOPa#d, I10 ee MHEHHNIO, BIIOJIHE 3dCJIY2KUJId HEIIPUATHOCTH.

Brpouem, onu yxe mpubninu. KapeTa mepecekia TIOUIbPUKCKKUN MOCT, BOpoTa JIyBpa u
npubIM3UIach K BEICOKOM 307104€HOM peleTke, 3akpriBaBiiedt KouHbl gBop. Ho mpoaBuxkeHue
BIIEpE] BCKOPE CTaJjo elle Oonee TPYOHEIM. ['poMagHas TOMMa 3al0JIHUTIA TOACTYIIH KO JBOPILY,
IIpuKasach K peleTkaM, a Koe-KTo flaxke, HECMOTPS Ha YCUJIUSA OXpaHbl, BCKapaOKasics 110 HUM
BBEpX, YTOOHI JIydllle BUAETh. ToNma Ka3aaach 3aMeTHO 3aHTEPEeCOBAaHHOM U laXke BeCeJioH, 0 4eM
CBUMIETETLCTBOBANIM PAJOCTHbIE BO3TJIACH U CMEX.

— Bynp To mapukKcKas UM BeHCKas, TOJIlla BCerha ONMHAKOBO TI000MBITHA, HECOEpKaHHA U
HeIUCLUUIIIMHUPOBAHHA, — MIPOBOPYAI KH3b. — [TOCMOTpHTE, KaK OHU OCEeMJIajid BOPOTA, HUYYTh He
oyMasi 0 IIpoe3xkarwiux KapeTax. Hameocs, 4To Hac BCe-TaKu IPOIMYCTST. ..

Ho yxe Kypbep U3 I0COILCTBA 3aMETHJI KapeTy CBOEro X035iMHA U C ITOMOIIbIO TPeHagepoB
pasmBUHYI ToMmy. Ky4dep XyecTHY folafei, pemeTka ocTanach Mo3agy, U Tjla3aM CHIEBIINUX B
KapeTe IPeOCTalio CTPaHHOE 3pesniile, BOCXUIaBiIee 1 3a0aBisBIlee mapuxkaH. [1o rpoMagHOMY
IBOPY, MEXKMY CTOSIBIITMMHY HaBBITSKKY COJITaTaMU U IBOPIOBEIMHU O(UIlIepaMu, CTyraMu U
KOHIOXaMH, CJIETUBIITHMH 3a MTOPSIKOM IIPY MPUOLITHY ITPUTJIAIIeHHEX, MITHAAIATh KapAUWHAJIOB B
TapagHoOU ofleXkK[e, C HaOPOIIIeHHEIMU Ha PYKY Iierddamu MyprnypHEX MaHTUN 6ecliennbHO GPOOUIH,
COTIPOBOXKOaeMble HAITOMUHABIIMMHU CTAI0 PACTEPSTHHBIX KYP CeKpeTapsMu u KoHpumeHTamu. OHU
XOIUIIM B3a[ ¥ BIEPE[ IOJ Ty4aMHy COJIHIIA, JIBIOIIMMHUCS C PAlOCTHOTO HEXKHO-ToIy0oro Heba,
ClerKa MOKPHITOTO JIETKUMHU IIEPUCTHIMU 00TayKaMu, HO Hafo Obly1o 00mafgaTh GPOHIEPCKUM IYXOM
TapuKaH, YTOOBI HAWTH YTO-TO CMEIITHOE B 3TUX BEJIMUYECTBEHHEIX KPACHBIX QUTYPaX, KOTOPEIE,
Ka3anock, 6e3 BCSIKOM Ienu OpomuiIn 30ech, He HafesCh Ha ITOMOIIh, 100 HU CONOaT, HU OpHUIIEPOB
9TO, OYEBHUIHO, HUYYTh HE 3a00THIIO.

— YTO 3TO HOMIKHO 3HAUYUTH? — CIpocuiia MapuaHHa.

[ToBepHyBIIKCH K Knapy, oHa yBU[eNa, YTO TOT CHJIbHO ITOOIeHET, a IIeKu ero ImogparuBaiu OT
HEPBHOT'O THKA.

— 4 6otoch, YTO 3TO MPOSIBIEHKE THEBA UMIIEpaTopa. YTO MOXKHO ellle TI0gyMaTh?
Kapeta ocranosunacs y nogbe3pna. Jlakeu OTKPBUI ABEPLY.

Krapu nocnemHo COCKOYMII ¥ IPEeAJIOKUI PYKY CBOEN CIYTHHUIIE, YTOOR IOMOYb €M CIIyCTUThLCS Ha
3eMIIIO.

— IIpomy Bac, OrICTpeY, — CKa3asn oH. — BoiimeMm nyuie BHYTph! 9 MHOTO OB Jaj1, 4TOOB HUUETO He
BUJIETb.

— W Torpga Balira coBeCTh He OyfeT 3afjaBaTh BaM BOIIPOCH? — ChsA3BUIa MapuanHa. — Kak xe
Ha3bIBAETCS Ta IITHIIA, KOTOPas MPaKTUKYeT MOAo0HY0 XUTPOCTh? MHe KaxkeTcs... cTpayc? Bl
XOTUTE CTaTh CTpaycoMm? 8.

— Kakas yxacHas urpa cnoB! 1 cupaimBaio ce6st Topoy, yK He HeHaBUUTE U BEl MEHS?

OTKpOBEHHO IoBOpsi, MapraHHa ellle PaHbIlle 3aaBajia cebe TaKOH BOIIPOC, HO B JAHHBIM MOMEHT 3TO
ee He UHTepeCcoBaro.

Ee rna3a OblsTM MPUKOBAHEL K OHOMY K3 IIPEIaTOB, HEOOIBIIOMY YeI0BEUKY, II0X0KEeMY B CBOEM
IBIIIHOM OflesTHUM Ha KpacHYI0 po3y. CTOA CIIMHOU K HEX Ha MOCJIeIHEU CTYIIeHbKe KPhUIbIa PSOOM C
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COTHYBIIHNMCA I1epea HUM BEICOKMM YEPHBIM ab0aToM, OH OKHBJIEHHO TOBOPHIJI, HE 06pa1.ua${
BHUMAaHHUS Ha CBOUX KOJIJIET, KOTOPhI€ COBEIIAJINCh, paSGI/IBHII/ICb Ha He6OJ'IBH.II/Ie, I10 TPU-4YETEIPE
4YeJji0OBEKa, I'PYIIIKH.

YTO-TO B 9TOM HEBEICOKOM KapOrHalle IIPUBJIEKJIO BHUMdHUE MapI/IaHHBI, XO0T4A OHa M HEe MOT'JIa
CKa3aTh, YTO KMEHHO.

MoxeT ObITh, OUepPTaHUs TOJIOBE Hafl TOPHOCTAEBEIM BOPOTHUKOM UJIU CEOBIE BOJIOCH TIOM KPYT 10N
IyPIyPHOU CKy(beu?

Wnu e u3sIIIHEIE PYKYU, KOTOPHIMU IIpeiaT XKeCTUKYIMPOBAJI B BTy pa3roBopa?.. Bopyr o
II0BepHYJ roJioBy. [1pu Bupne ero npodunsg MapuaHHa He cMOTJia YOepKaThCs.

— KpecTtHuI?..

KpoBb xnbIHY A €11 B U0, KOTAa OHA y3Hajla YejoBeKa, KOTOPHIM Ha MPOTAKEHNH BCell ee
MOJIOLOCTH 3aHUMaJl BMECTe C TETKOU Jyuiuc ee cepaue. Y 310 cepalle, egBa IPUMETUB 3HAKOMEIE
yepTHl, He omub10ck. ManeHpKUM KapauHaioM 0wl ['oThe me Ilazei.

— Yro BB CKa3anu? — 3abecmokousncs Kmapu, Bunst ee Takoi B3BOJTHOBAHHOM. — BbI 3HAKOMBI?
3HAKOMEI C...

Ho ona He ciwimana ero 6osbire. OHa cCOBepIIeHHO 3a0blia 0 HeM, Kak 3a0blia 000 BceM
OKpYKalollleM, 0 MeCTe, THle OHa HaXofusachk, 000 BceM, BIJIOTh 00 ce6st camMoii, 4TOOb BHOBb
OLIYTUTH cebsl, KaK KOrfa-To, MaJleHbKOM MapuaHHOM JIeT OecsaTH, OeryIinei co Bcex HOXKeK U3
manbHero yTia napka B CenToHe, efBa 3ameTuB ab0ata fe [Ila3es, MeJIeHHO IBUTABLIETOCS Ha
CBOEM MyJIe 110 TJIaBHOM aytee. OHa Haxke He YIWBHUIACH, HAMIS B KAPOUHAIBLCKOM IIyPIIype
MaJieHbKoro ab0arta, Bcerga CTECHEHHOT'0 B CPe[ICTBaX, BCerya CTPaHCTBOBABIIIETO 10 Bceit EBpore ¢
TAaWHCTBEHHBIMH IIeJIIMU. Ee oxBaTuIa Takas OTPOMHAS PafioCTh, YTO €CTECTBEHHBEIM CTaJIo
BO3BpallleHle ee JeTCKUX NpUBLIYEK. [IofxBaTHB 00eMMHU PyKaMu IIOHOJI U IIekd POCKOIIHOTO
I1JIaThd, OHA 6pocnnacr> K OIBOMM CBAILIEHHUKAM, KOTOPEIE y}Ke ynamumch He Belas O CZKUTI'aBIIEM ee
BOJIHEHUHU. B HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[I OHa HOTHaJla uX.

— Kpectunii! Kakasa pagocts! Kakoe cuactee!..

Cmesch u Iylada OGHOBPEMEHHO, OHA He pa3fgyMblBasi OpOCUiIach Ha IIel0 OIIeIOMIEHHOT0
Kap[uHalia, KOTOPHIH efiBa yCIeN Y3HATh ee, IPeXkae YeM PACKPHITh CBOM OOBSITHS.

— MapuanHa!
— Ia, 310 §, 9TO meucTBUTEeNbHO ! O KPeCTHHIM, KaKoe Cc4acThe!
— MapuaHHa, 30ecs? Heyxkenu g cxoxy ¢ yma? Ho 4to TH fenaelns B [Tapuxke?

OH oTopBan ee OT cebs U, yIepXKuBas BHITIHYTEHIMU PYKaMU, Pa3T/isafblBal C pafoCThio U
youBneHueM. ETo HekpacuBoe JIUI0 CUSIIO.

— 006 atom 51 1 He MeuTan! Tel 3meck... Mot Bor, ManioTKa, Kakoil KpacaBulleii To ctana! [lait — Ka 5
etfe Tebs nouenyio!..

U Ha ryia3ax ONEUIUBIIETO Xy#oro abbata 1 MallliHAJILHO ITOCIEN0BABIIET0 3a CBOEY CIYTHULEN
KH34 Kitapu KapauHal U MOJIofiasi JKeHIIMHa BHOBb OOHSIJIUCH C BOCTOPTOM, He OCTaBJISIBIINM
COMHEHUS BO B3aMHOY IIBIJTIKOCTY UX YYBCTB.
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OTH 3HAKM IPUBSI3aHHOCTH, TaK MaJI0 COOTBETCTBOBABILKE IIPOTOKOJLY, IIPUBEJIH, OYEBUIHO, B
3aMeIaTenbCTBO Xymoro a66arta, n60 OH Hayas MOKALUIHBATE U IIOUYTUTENILHO KOCHYJICS Iieda
npernara.

— IlycTh ero mpeocBsIIEHCTBO IPOCTUT MEHS, HO Haflo OBITI0 ObI, MOXKET OBITh... 1 X0Uy CKa3aThk... 9...
o0cTosgTensCTBA... CII0BOM, €T0 IIPEOCBSIIEHCTBY CIefoBaso Ovl faTh cebe OTYET, 4YTO HA HETO
CMOTPAT!

910 OBINI0 TTpaBHoM. [IBOPIIOBEIE CITYKUTENH, OGUIIEPH] U ITPelaThl He OTBOMYIIM T'Jla3 OT HeOOBIYHOM
mapel, KOTOPYIO COCTaBJISIM MaJleHbKUM KapAuHal U o4apoBaTesibHas, IBIIIHO OfieTas KeHIHa
MeXKIy YepHbIM a00aToOM 1 OEeCTSIIUM aBCTPUMCKUM o¢uiiepoM. CHHIIIanoCh epemenThBaHue,
COTIPOBOXKIaeM0e MHOTO3HAUYUTEIbHEIMU YIHIOKaMHU.

Jleononbsay Kiapu Ka3anocs, YTO OH CTOUT Ha pacKaneHHBIX yronbsax. Ho ['otee me la3eu Tonpko
moxKas Ije4aMy.

— He rosopurte rinynocty, bumert! [IycTe cMOTPAT CKOIBKO XOTAT! [la BB 3HaeTe, 4YTO 3TO MO€ [AUTH,
[UTS MOETO Cephlia, X04y 51 cKa3aTh, BHOBb 00peTeHHOe 37ech? OOHaKO s 1ojarai, 4To BH XeJlaeTe
ObITH ITpeACcTaBIeHHHIM? MapuaHnHa, nepeq To0oi a66at buiet, Mol BepHEIM cekpeTaph. UTo Xe
KacaeTcs Bac, OIpyr MOH, 3HauTe XKe, YTO 3Ta KpacuBas famMa — MOsI KpeCTHHULa, lequ MapuaHHa...

OH 3aMos4aJi, MTHOBEHHO iaB ce0e OTYeT B TOM, UTO OH COOMPAETCs CKa3aTh, YBIEYEHHBIH PaloCThiO
¥ CBOMM BOCTOPZKEHHBIM XapaKTepoM. YIrIOKa C ero julla ucueasa, CJIOBHO CTepTast HeBUIUMON
pykoii. C BHe3amHEIM 0€CIIOKOWCTBOM OH IIOCMOTpPEIl Ha MapuaHHYy.

— Ho aT0 HeB0o3MOXKHO! — mporenTan oH. — Kak Tel MOXKeIrb OkITh 30eCh, BO OpaHIIuK, B 9TOM
OBOpPIIE, B 001IeCTBE aBCTPUMUIIA. ..

— Kus3sp Jleononsn Kiapu yun AngpuHreHn! — BHITSHYJCS MOJIOHOM odulep, menkHyB KabmykamMu B
3HaK IIPUBETCTBHUS.

— Paj m0o3HAaKOMUTLCS, — MalllMHAJIBHO CKa3aJl KapauHal, JyMas 0 cBoeM. — f crmpocuit ce6si: Kak
THI MOXKeIllb OBITh B [Tapuke, B TO BpeMsI KaK IIOCIeOHNM pa3 MBI BUIENHCE... ['7le Ke Torfa...

OxBauyeHHas BHE3ANHBIM CTPaxOM IIPHU MEICIIM O TOM, YTO cerdac mpousouaeTr, MapraHHa
IIOCTIelnNIa IpepBaTh ero. PactepsinHas MuHa Kiapu, 6e3yCiI0BHO, YCIIbIIIABIIET0 3/I0MI0IYYHOE
«jiemg MapuaHHa», yKe JOCTaTOYHO BeIpaxasa ero 0eCroKouCTRBO.

— 41 Bam Bce 00BSICHIO ITO3Ke, MOPOTOM KPECTHRIM. DTO OYeHb MIMHHAS UCTOPHUS, U 3[IeCh, TOCPEIU
[IBOpa, paccKa3aTh ee MPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO. JIydllle CKaxKuTe MHE, YTO BHI 3eCh caMy fieiaeTe? Bul
co0upaeTech YUTH MEIIKOM, KaK s IOHUMAl0?

— 4 cmenalo ToO Xe, YTO U OPYTHe, UYePT BO3bMU! — IIPOBOPYa KapauHan. — Korga Mbl mpuObsLiu
ciofia, MOM OpaThs U s, TJIaBHEIM IlepeMOHUUMEeNCTED Tepefai HaM IIpUKa3 HeMeJIEHHO yOupaThCs
OTCIOfla, IOTOMY YTO €r0 KOPCUKaHCKOe BEJIMYECTBO OTKA3aJICs Hac IPUHATH, XaM!

— Bare mpeocBsieHCcTBO, — B033Ban ab0aT bulllet, uCIyraHHO OTJISIABIBAsCh BOKPYT, — OyAbTe
OCTOPOKHBHI B BHIPaXKEHUSX.

— 93,4 rOBOPIO TO, 9TO XO‘-IY! MeHS BHITOHSIOT, HE Tak JIn?

nu IIPOCTHUPAIOT CBOE€ YTOHYEHHOE BHUMaHKME OO TOr'0, YTO OTCHIIAIOT BCE€ HAIIIK KAaPETHI, YTOOBI MBI
CMOT'JIXA IIOKA3adTh IIaPU2KCKUM 3€BaKdM 3aHHMATEJIbHOE 3PEJIUIIE: IMIATHAOLIATh KapOUHAJIOB 6pe11yT B
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IIBIJIN C HOI[OﬁpaHHBIMI/I MAHTHUSMM, BO3BPAIIasaACh I[OMOfI ITEIIKOM, KakK l"aJ'IaHTepeI;IU.II/IKI/I! A Hapgerocs,
qTo no6p1;1e ITapuXKaHe 110 JOCTOMHCTBY OOEHAT YIYTUBOCTE UX BJIIACTUTEIIA.

MoHceHnbop e [Ila3el cTan TakUM XKe KpacHBIM, KaK ero MaHTHUs, U er0 apuCTOKpaTUuYeCKUu roJoc,
00BIYHO TUXUY U CIIOKOMHBIH, 06pEsT TPEBOXKHYIO IIPOH3UTENBHOCTE. Kitapu BMeIancs.

— Baiire mpeocBsIEeHCTBO ¥ €T0 KOJIJIETH, €CJIH 5 MIPABUIBHO IIOHUMAI0, SBJISIOTCS TEMH, KTO He CUel
MOJIKHBEIM IIPUCYTCTBOBATh Ha CBagb0e Halllel SPITePHOTHHU? — CIPOCUII OH MOBOJILHO PE3KUM
ToHOM. — U 6e3ycioBHO, umnepaTop Hamoneon He Mor cHecTH mogo0Hoe ocKopOeHue, He ITOyMaB
0 MecTH. [Ipu3HaICh, ST 0XKUIAT XY/IIIero.

BEPHYTHCS

8

OTpiom (¢pp.) — cTpayc, oTpuil (pp.) — aBCTpHEL.

— Xyniee nocienyet caMo co0oi, He o0obInaiiTech! YTo KacaeTcs 3pITepPIOrHHU, TOBEPhTE,
Cymapb, 4TO MBI OECKOHEYHO COozKajieeM, HO MbI 00513aHEBI ITOTHOCTHIO MTOAIEePKUBATH €TI0
CBSITEHINECTBO B u30paHHOM UM mo3uniuu. A 6pak Hamomeorna u 2Ko3eduHEBI [0 CUX IIOP He
pacTopruyTt Pumowm.

— HMHBIMU CclIOBaMU, Hallla IIPUHIlECCa He SBJIAeTCSA 3aKOHHOM CYIIPYrod, XOTUTEe BBl CKa3aTh, —
BCIIBIXHYNI Krapu.

Bupsi, 4To Ha3peBaeT HOBHIM CKaHAal, UCIyraHHas MapuaHHa IOCIEIIIa BMeIlaThCs.

— ITomunyiute, rocnoga! 3geck... KpecTHBIN, BH 2Ke He MOXKeTe OTIPaBUTHCA Tak, MemkKoM. U
IIpeK[e BCEro, Tae Bhl XKUBETE?

— V¥ opHoro pmpyra, KaHoHuka ®unubepa me bproiiapa, Ha ynute [lanysH. 4 He 3Ha10, U3BECTHO JIH
Tebe, Ma/TI0TKa, YTO Halll paMUIbHEINM 0COOHSK IMPUHALJIEKUT Telleph MMOJIb3YI0MENCs 0COORIM
IIOKPOBUTENHCTBOM HamoneoHa omepHoOy neBulle. Tak 4TO TaM 5 He XKUBY.

Y MapuaHHE TOSIBUIIOCH OLIYIIEHKE, YTO OHA CpaXkKeHa HacMepTh. Kaxkmoe U3 9TUX yKaCHBIX CIIOB
OCTaBJISATIO B €€ Ayllle KPOBOTOYAIIYy0 paHy. CUIbHO 00TeqHeB, OHAa OTCTYIIUIIA U, OIIYIIbI0 HaUMIs
pyky Jleomonbma Kmapu, onepnach Ha Hee. be3 3Toii moamepKKy OHa, HECOMHEHHO, yIana OBl IIPsMO
B IIBLJTb, Y2K€ UCTIAYKABIIYIO KPaCHBIE Ty(hIu KHA35 [[epKBU. ITH HECKOJIBKO CJIOB U3MEPUITU
IIPOTIACTh, PAa3BEPIIUIYIOCS MEXKAY €€ NeTCTBOM U TEIEPEITHUM I10J10KeHreM. OTBPaTUTEIbHBIN CTPax
OXBaTHUJI ee IpU MBICH, 4TO Kitapu, xKejast BOCCTAaHOBUTh UCTHUHY, HE Pa3AyMbIBasi 0ObSIBUT,
3allUINas ee, YTO ONMepHas MeBKlla, 0 KOTOPOUM UIeT pedb, — 3TO OHA. MapuaHHa, 6€3yCII0BHO,
CKaXeT IpaBay CBOEMY KPeCTHOMY, BCIO TIPaBIy, TOIBKO B CBOE BpeMsi, 6e3 MOCTOPOHHUX. ..

OTuyasiHHO MBITASICh COBJIadaTh C BOJIHEHNEM, OHA BEIMYy4YE€HHO YHBI6HYJ'IaCB, B TO BpEeM{ KdkK €ee
IIaJIbIIBI BIIMJIUChE B PYKY KHA34.

— { npupy K BaM CcerofHs Be4epoM, €CJIH Bbl IO3BOJIUTE.
A moka kKapeTa KHA34 Kimapu oTBe3eT Bac JOMOM, KPECTHBIM.

Moiomo# aBCTpHel Pe3K0 OTCTPAHUICS.
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— Ho 310 Xe... 0, HOpOras, YTO CKaXKeT UMIIepaTop?

OHa MrHOBEHHO BCIIBIJIAJIA, BEPHAS CBOEM NMPUBBIYKE HAaXOOUTh B THEBE JIEKAPCTBO OT TTTyO0KUX
IIepeXXUBaHUU.

— BrI He TogOaHHbIM UMIIEPATOPa, JOPOrol KHS3b.

K TOMY K€ MOT'y BaM HAIIOMHHUTL, YTO Balll rOCYOapPh MOAOEP2KUBAET... IPEBOCXOOHBIE OTHOIIEHUA CO
CBATHIM OTIIOM.

Vinu s Bac He NIPaBUJIbHO TTOHSIA?

Bckunys nomboponok, Jleomonba Kimapu moaTsHYCS, CIIOBHO OH BHE3AITHO 0Ka3aJiCcs Iepes CaMUM
umIepatopom OpaHIeM.

— MoxeTe OBITh YBEPEHHI, Ballle IPEOCBSIIIEHCTBO, YTO MOSI KapeTa U JII0OYU B BallleM PaCIOpPSXKEHUH.
Ecnu BB TOTOBEI OKA3aTh MHE Y€CTh...

[IlenkHyB nanbliaMy, faXke He TOBEPHYBIIKUCH, OH II0J[03BaJl Kydepa, KOTOPHIH, BUAS HEOORYHOE
TIOBE[IeHME aTTallle TT0COIbCTBA, €Ille He OTheXall OT KPhIblla. KapeTa mMOCIyLUIHO MOJKaTHIIA,
OCTaHOBHUJIACh, ¥ ONMH U3 JIAKEEeB, CIIPHITHYB C 3alSTOK, OTKPBII ABEPIY U OIMYCTHII IOTHOXKKY.

fAcHrle T71a3a KapauHaaa OOHUM B3TJIIIOM OXBATHUIIM IOOIEQHEBILIYI0 MOJIONYI0 KEHIIUHY B TOIy60M
IJIaThe U aBCTPUUCKOT0 KHSI351, TIOYUTH TAKOTO XKe 671eJHOT0 B CBOEM 6eJIoM MyHAUpE.

B ux GnepmHOM rony6u3He Tauiock Mope BompocoB, HO ['oTke me [la3elt He 3ama HU OGHOTO. [ToTHEIM
BEJIMYMS JKECTOM OH MPOTSHYJ K Ty0aM CKIOHUBIIErocs Kiapu KombIlo ¢ candupoM, YKpallaBIiiee
€ro pykKy, 3aTeM K ry6amM MapuaHHb, KOTOpasi, He JyMas O MbUIH, IPEeKJIOHUTIA KOJIEHO.

— 4 6yny xkpmath TeOs CETrOHS BeuepoM, — CKa3aJl OH IOoCjie Impolnanus. — AX... coBceM 3abbut! Ero
cesaTenmecTtBo [Tun VII BMecTe ¢ KapguHAIbCKOM IIAKOU MoxKaoBasl MHe TUTyJ CaH-JlopeHno. A
M3BECTEH... U TpU3HaH BO OpaHIMK IO 3TUM UMEHEM.

Heckonbko MIrHOBEHUY CITYCTS aBCTPUMCKAsS KapeTa Bhlexasla 3a pelleTKy THuILpy,
COIIPOBOXKIaeMasi 3aBUCTIMBLIMU B3TJIaMU OCTaBIIUXCS KHA3eU LlepKBU, KOTOpPhle, CMUDPUBIINCE,
OOVH 3a IPYTUM HallpaBUJIACh B CONIPOBOXKIEHUN CBOMX OIU3KUX K BEIXOZY, B COMHUTEJIbHOM
HajlexkKe HalTh CBOOOIHbBIE SKUIIAaXKHU.

MapuanHa u Kimapu Mon4a IIpoBOKay r'ia3aMu Uc4de3alomiero kapauHana ne Cas-JIopeHIo.

Mornopas XXeHIIMHA MalllMHATIBHO OTPSIXHYJIA lTlepyaTKaMy IIbUTb ¢ CepeOPSHAIX MTalbM Ha ee IJlaTke,
3aTeM [IOBEPHYJIACh K CBOEMY CIIyTHUKY.

— Hy uTo X, BOoimeM?

— [Ia... HO 51 crpamuBalo cebs, KaK Hac MpuMyT. [1o;10BMHA HaXOMSIIUXCS BO OBOPILIE BUIEIH, KaK MBI
OTJla/Ii KapeTy YeJloBeKy, KOTOPOT0 €Tr0 BEeJIMUEeCTBO UMIIEPATOp, 6€3yCI0BHO, CUUTAET CBOUM
BparoM.

— Bl npuHUMaeTe Bce CIUIIKOM O/IM3KO0 K Cepaly, Apyr Moi. MpieMm cMerneli, Bce OyOeT XOpOIIIo.
[ToBepbTe MHE, B XKU3HM OLIBAIOT Bellln O6CKOHEYHO 0oJiee CTPAIIHbIe, YeM I'HeB uMiepaTopal —
nobaBujla OHa HEXOTS, IOAyMaB O TOM, YTO CKaXeT ee KPEeCTHHIN CEerOfHS Be4epoM, KOTfia y3Haer...

Hpe,T_ICTOEIH_[aH IIepPCIIEKTHBa HEMHOI'O OMpPa4dalia FHY6OKYI-O PapmoCTh, KOTOPYIO OHA TOJIBKO YTO
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WCIIBITala, BCTPETUB KPECTHOTO, HO He MOTJIa 3arfyIuTh ee IOMHOCThI0. Kak XOpoIo CHOBa YBUOETH
ero, oCo6eHHO B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[la OHa TaK HaCTOSITeIbHO HyXKOajach B ero nmomouru! KoHeyHo, oHa
YCIIBIIIAT MHOT'O HEIIPUSTHOTO, 6€3YCIIOBHO, OH CTPOTr'0 OCYIHUT €€ HOBYIO TPO(EeCCHI0 MEBUIIEI, HO
KOHYHT TeM, YTO IIOMMET ee U IMPOCTUT. HeT HUKOro 06ojiee 4eJI0BEYHOI0 M MUJIOCEPIHOr0, 4eM abbaT
ne lazeu. [Touemy ke KapnuHan CaH-JIopeHII0 omkKeH epeMeHUThCA? U TyT MapuanHa
yIOBJIETBOPEHKEM BCIIOMHUJIA 00 MHCTUHKTUBHOM HENIPUSI3HU, KOTOPYIO €e KPEeCTHHIM HEKOTa
HEe[IBYCMBICIIEHHO IIPOSIBMIAN K ntopay Kpaumepy.

OH MOXeT TOJIbKO TOCOYYBCTBOBATh HECYACTHSIM TIOOMMOI KPECTHHUIIE, KOTOPYI0 CaM CYMTall CBOUM
CcOOCTBEHHBIM PEOEHKOM.

Her, mpuHsB BCe BO BHUMaHHUE, ICHO, YTO MPEACTOSIINY Beuep CynuT MapuanHe 00Jblle pagoCTH,
yeM TpeBor. ['oThe fie [Ila3eto, HEIHE KapauHany CaH-JIOpeHIo, He COCTaBUT HUKAKOTO TPyda
noOUTHCS Y IAIbl pacTOPKeHUs Opaka, TAKKUM IPY30M BUCSIIETO Ha Illee er0 KPECTHUIIHL. ..

MapwuaHHa elle HUKOTTa He ITPOHKUKAJa B IapafHble ToMeneHus TIounbpy. 3aa Mapiiaaos, Tae
IOJIZKEH OBbIT COCTOSIThCSI KOHIIEPT, IIOMIAaBUII €€ CBOMM BEJIMKOJIEIIHEeM 1 pa3MepaMH. BrIBIas
Kopaerapaus ExaTepunbl Menuyu mpencTaBiisiyia co00i rpoMaiHOe TIOMeIIeHue, st KOTOPOTo
0o0BeOUHUIIY [ABa 3TaxKa I0J KYII0JIOM IIeHTpalIbHOM YacTH ABoplia. Ha BEICOTE BTOPOTO 3Taxa,
TTPOTHUB 3CTPAMHI 71T apTUCTOB, BEICKIACh Oobliast TpuOyHAa, Ha KOTOPOM BCKOPE 3aMyT CBOM MECTa
UMIIePaTOp U ero cembsi. TpubyHa moaoepKUBaAIaCh YETHIPHMS ITOTHOCTHIO IT030JI0YEeHHBIMHU
TUTAHTCKUMM KapHaTUIAMHU, ITPEACTABIISIBIINMY XKEHIIUH B pUMCKHUX Torax. C 00eux CTOPOH
TPUOYHBEI HAUMHAJICS TSHYBIIUKUCS BOKPYT BCEro 3aia OaIKOH C JI0XKaMu, 0OUTHIMU KPaCHBIM
6apxaToM C 30JI0TBIMU ITUejIaMu. [I0TOJIOK IIpeACTaBisia co00ii KYIIOJI C YeTHIPhMS TPaHSIMH,
yKpallleHHBIMH I10 yTJIaM IT030JI04eHHBIMY 3HaKaMy BOMHCKOM HO0JIECTH, a LIeHTpP ero 3aHuMaa
KOJIOCCAJIbHAS JIIOCTPA PE3HOT0 XPYCTallsd, OKPYKEeHHas YeTHIPhMSI TAKUMH 3Ke, HO MEeHbIIen
BeNUYuHBL. CBOIBI OBITTM PaclyCcaHbl ppecKaMu ajeropuyeckoro ComepkaHus, B TO BpeMs KakK Ha
CTeHax 3Taxa, AJIsg IPUHaHUus 3TOMY 3a/Ty BOMHCTBEHHOI'O MyXa, BUCENIH ITOPTPETHI BO BECh POCT
yeTHIPHAAIIATA MapIllaioB, pa3fesieHHble OI0CTaMu [ABaAIlaTH OBYX reHepasioB ¥ afMUPaIoB.

HecMmoTps Ha 3anonusBiiee 6ankoH o6mecTBo, MapuaHHa TO4yBCTBOBaIa ce0s1 OQUHOKON U
3aTEPSIHHOW B 3TOM IIPOCTOPHOM, KakK cO00D, TOMEIeHU . 3[eCh L[apyl, CJIOBHO BO BCTPEBOKEHHOM
KypSATHUKE, TAKOH IIIyM, YTO B HEM TEPSIJIUCH 3BYKU HACTPAUBAEMBIX MY3bIKaJIbHEIX HHCTPYMEHTOB.
[epen Hel 3aMeIbKaJI0 CTOIBKO JIUII B OCTIEIIISIONIEM KalelJoCKOIe BCIBIIIEK AParoieHHOCTEe H, YTOo
OHA HEKOTOpOe BpeMst HUKOTO He MOTJia y3HaTh. TeM He MeHee OHa BCe-TaKu yBuaesa [[I0poka,
BEJIMKOJIETTHOTO B (h)MOJIETOBOM C cepebpoM KOCTIOME TJIaBHOTO Maplliajia, HallpaBJIsSBIIETOCS K HEH,
HO oOpaTuBIerocs K Kmapu:

— Kus3p ¢on IlIBapuenbepr xkenaeT HeMeOJIeHHO BUAETh Bac, cyaapb. OH MPOCUT MPHUCOETUHUTHCS K
HeMy B KaOMHeTe uMIepaTopa.

— B xabuHeTe uMmre...
— Ia, cymapb. U nyuine OyneT He 3aCTaBISATh €T0 XKIATh.

Mornomnoit KHsI3b 00MEeHSJICS ¢ MapuaHHOM MOTPSICEHHBIM B3TJISIAOM. JTO YIPoKalolee MpUriialieHe
MOTJIO 03HAYaTh TOIBKO OOHO: HamoneoH yxke 3Han 00 UCTOPHUY C KapeTol, u 6egHoMy Kiapu
IPUIETCS MEePeXUTh HEIPUSATHbIE MUHYTHL. He crioco6Hast 0OCTaBUTh APYra HECTH TSIXKECTh
HAKa3aHMS 3a COMesTHHOE €10 caMo¥, MapraHHa BMeIllanach:

— 4 3Hal0, U3-3a YEero BEI3LIBAIOT KHA3S K €T0 BE€JIN4eCTBY, TOCIIOOUH TJIaBHBIA Maplial, HO,
ITIOCKOJIBKY 3TO IeJI0 KaCaeTCsa MeHA OMIHOM, 5T PemuTeIIbHO IIPOITY BaC PAa3PEUIUTE MHE
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COIIPOBO2KIOATh €T0.

OsapmauvenHoe Uil reprora ®puynbpCKOro He CMSITYUIOCE. [lake Ha000pOT, OH OKWHYI MOJIOAYIO
JKEHIIMHY CYPOBLIM B3TJISIIOM.

— 4 He pacmonarai BO3MOXKHOCThIO, MajeMya3eib, IPOIYCTUTh K €T0 BEJINUEeCTBY KOTO — HUOYIb,
KOT'0 OH He BBI3HIBAJL.

Kpome TOTO, 51 IOMKEH MTPOBOOUTH BacC K rocrnogaM ['occeky u ITHYYnHY, 0XKUIAIOIIAM BO3JIe
OpKecTpa.

— YMoristo Bac, rocrnoaus repuor! Ero Benr4ecTBO IOOBEPTraeTCs OMaCHOCTU COBEPIIUTD
HeCIIPaBeIIuBOCTb.

— Ero BenuuecTBO IpeKpacHO 3HaeT, 4To fefaeT! KHsA3b, BBl HONKHE OblTU yKe yiuTu! Crnenyiite 3a
MHOM, MafieMya3eb!

Boneii-HeBome MapuaHHe IPUIIIOCH PACCTAThCI CO CBOMM CIYTHUKOM M MOXTH 3a [[I0POKOM.
Jlerkoe mIyliyKaHbe, COepPKaHHbIE allJIOAUCMEHTHI IIOCIBIIIAIACE Ha €€ MYTH, HO, 3aHsITasi CBOMMU
MBICIISIMH, OHa He oOpalllaja Ha 3TO HUKAKOr0 BHUMaHUS. 3aCTEHYMBO, HO KPEITKO, OHA B3sJ1a 3a PYKY
IIropoka.

— Mse Hamo YBUOETE UMIIE€PATOPA, 'OCIIOOUH TJIaBHEIA Mapmiajl.

— HemHoro TEePIIEeHud, MaJeMya3eJlb. Ero BennyecTBO COM3BOJIMI 3aMETUTh, UTO IIOCTapaeTcd
YBUOETHECA C BaMHU I10 OKOHYaHUM KOHIIEPTa.

— CowusBonui... OTKyOa Takasi JKeCTOKOCTb, TOCIIONKH repior? Pa3se MbI 00/IblIe HEe APY3bsi?
Jlerkas ynbiOKa Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3aCTaBUIa PAcCIabUThCs CxKaThle TYOH! [I0poKa.

— MEI ocTaHEMCS UMY HaBCerga, — IIPOIIEIITAaJl OH CTPEMHUTEJIBHO, — HO UMIIEPATOP CUJIBHO
THEBAETCA, U 51 HEe UMEIO IIPaBa OBITH TI00E3HBEIM C BaMH!

— YT0 X 9TO, ... B HEMUJIOCTU?
— He Mory ckasaTh TOYHO, HO ITOXOXKeE...

— Torma, — pa3smarncs nmo3agu MapraHHBEI TPUSTHRIM HETOPOILIKBEINA T'OJIOC, — OCTaBbhTE €€ CO MHOU
Ha MUHYTKY, goporo# [{ropok. [TonaBmuM B HEMUAJIOCTh HAJO, AepKaTbCSI BMECTE, 37

E1me 1o ero 3HaMeHUTOr0 3aKJIIOUYUTENILHOIO0 MeXAoMeTusl MapuaHHa y3Hana TaneipaHa. Kak
BCETMla 3JIeTaHTHHIM, B TEMHO-3eJIeHOM (pake, C 3aTIHyTOU B OeJIblil MIEeNTKOBHIY YyJI0OK O0IBHON
HOTOM, OIMPAsiCh Ha TPOCTH C 30JI0THIM HabaIfallHuKOM, OH ofapui [1opoKa Aep3Kou yNIbIOKO! U
IIPDOTSAHYI PyKy MapuaHHe.

AsHO OGp&HOBaHHBII;I BO3MOZKHOCTBIO TAKUM 06pa30M OCB06OJII/ITBCFI, TJIaBHBIA MapIiiaJl Be2KJINBO
PacCKIaHAJICA U OCTaBHUII MOJIOAYIO KEHIIMMHY Ha IIOoIIe€4YeHNe BUIle-KaHIJIepa NMIIEPHH.

— Bnaronaplo BdC, KHA3b, HO HE YXOOUTE OaJIeKO C MaieMya3€Jlb. I/IMnepaTop He 3aCTaBUT ce0s
XKOaThb.

— 41 3Hatw, — mpociociokan TanelpaH, — CKOBKO BpeMEHM HAfo, YTOOH 3aaTh TOJIOBOMOMKY I0HOMY
Krnapu v Hay4uTh ero He 0COOeHHO MONaBaThCS 0YapOBAHUIO MOJIOJOM XKeHIUHLL. Ha 3To
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noTpebyeTcst IATh MUHYT. MHE 3TO 3HAKOMO...

T'oBOps 9TO, OH HEXKHO YBIIEK MapuaHHy K TPOEMy OJHOTO U3 OKOH. Bech ero Bum MoKas3kbBall, 4YTO
9TOT YEJIOBEK 3aHAT MPUSTHEIM CBETCKHM Pa3rOBOPOM, HO MapHraHHa cpa3y MOHsJIA, YTO JeJI0 UAeT
00 OYeHb Cepbe3HBIX Belllax.

— KHapI/I IepexunBaeT, 6e3 COMHEHUS, HEIIPUATHBIE MUHYTEI, — IIPOIIEIITAJI OH, — HO 4 GOI-OCI:, KaK
OBl BaM He IIPUIIIIOCE BEIAEP2ZKATDH 6OJ'H:>H.IYIO YaCThb UMIIEPATOPCKOI'O THEBA.

HHTepecHO, KaKast MyXa Bac yKycuna? BpocuThcs Ha I1e10 KapauHaIy IPsMo IMOCPeay IBopa
TiounbpH... IpUYEeM OMlaJIbHOMY KapauHaiy K ToMy xke! ITomoOHBIE BeIly Je1ailoT TOJIBKO C... KeM —
HUOYOb U3 OYeHb OJIU3KUX, 37

MapuaHHa HUYero He OTBETUIIA. TPYAHO OOBSICHUTD ee IOBeeHre, He PACKPHIB ee MOMJIMHHYIO
cyurHocTh. Pa3Be oHa He Onina st Taneiipana HeKOM meBulleit Mamnepycc, 6e3ponHoit 6peToHKou? B
m060M CITydae KeM-TO, KTO He MOT Obl BeCTH ce0s Tak BOJIbHO C KHs13eM LlepkBu. B To BpeMs Kak OHa
TIIETHO, BIIPOYEM, UCKaJla IPaBHonoao0Hoe 00bsiCHEHNE, KHSI3b BeHEBEHTCKUM MO-TIPeKHEMY
6e33a00THO ITPOMOJIKAT:

— 4 xopotmo 3Han ab6aTta [lla3es etfe B Te roasl. OH Hayasl CBOM IyTh BUKAPUEM Y MOETO ASIH,
apxuemnuckona PelMCKOro, KOTOPHIHM B HACTOSIIIEe BPeMs SIBISETCS NYXOBHUKOM KODOJIS B
SMUTPALIUH.

y MapI/IaHHLI IMOABUIIOCH OINYINEHNE, YTO KHA3b OIIYTHIBAET €€ HaYTI/IHOfI, KadK IIdayK MYXY, el cTajo
HEBBIHOCHMO TOCKIINBO.

BcnomuHarncs meHb ee cBagb0Obl U BEICOKas GUTrypa MOHCeHbepa fe TanenpaH-Ilepuropa, KamesiaHa
JlromoBuka XVIII. Ee KpeCTHBIN OeNCTBUTENILHO OBUT B HAMIYYIINX OTHOIIEHUSX C TpenaToM. IMeHHO
TOT OJOJI2KMJI HE0OXOIUMBIe TPUHAMJIEKHOCTH It OpauHon 1epeMonuu B CentoH-Xomie. Ho, ciioBHO
He 3aMeuasi ee BonHeHUs, TaneupaH NPOROXKal TEM Xe CIIOKOMHBEIM, KaK IJlafgb 03epa B XOPOLIYI0
IIOTOLY, TOJIOCOM:

— B Te BpeMeHa s KUl Ha ynulle benbiac, coBceM psimoM ¢ JIMNIIbCKOM, Toraa ynulleit bypOoHoB, 1
OMIIePKUBAJT TPEBOCXOAHEIE COCEMICKME OTHOIIEHHUS C ceMbel ab0aTa. AxX, Kakoe 3TO OBIJI0 IUBHOE
BpeMs, — B3[IOXHYJI KHs3b. — Beab mpaBfa: TOT, KTO He XKW B TOObI, IpeaecTByomue 1789 — my,
He 3HaeT, YTO TaK0e HacJlaXkOeHue XKU3HbI0. MHe KaXeTcs, 1 HUKOTa He BcTpedas 6ojee
IpeKpacHoy, 6oiee TapMOHUYHOM U HEXXKHOH Iaphl, 4eM MapKuU3 ¥ MapKu3a O AcCellbHa... B YbeM
IOMe BHI ceriuac XHUBeTe.

HecMmoTps Ha Bce ee camoobiafanue, y MapuaHHH 3aKpyKuUiach roynoBa. OHa cxBaTula 3a PyKy
Taneiipana u OyKBaJIbHO ITOBUCJIAa HA HEM, CTapasiCh IPEeBO3MOYL HEIOMOTaHUe.

Cepprie 6MI0Ch TaK, YTO ObIXaHKE IIPEePBIBaI0Chk. Eif Ka3aI0Ch, YTO HOTH BOT-BOT COBEPIIEHHO
OTKaXYyTCS CIIyKUThb, HO KHA3b OCTaBaJIC HEBO3MYTHUMBIM U TOJIBKO IIOTJISIABIBAJI BOKPYT K3-TI0T
IIOJIYIIPUKPHITHIX BeK. BBICOKast OTHEBOIOCas XeHI[MHA C YYBCTBEHHBIM JIUIIOM, OYeHb KpacuBasi u
BCSI B 0€JI0M, ITPOXOOuJIa MUMO.

— 41 He 3aMeyasa B BaC TaKO¥ CUJIbHOM CKJIOHHOCTH K OIlepe, HOPOro# KHs3bs! — Gpocuiia oHa C
CaMOyBEPEHHOCThIO 3HATHOU [IaMHl.

TarneiipaH CTENEHHO TOKJIOHUIICS.

— Bcskas Gpopma MpeKpacHOro UMeeT IIPaBo Ha MOe BOCXHUINEHUE, TOCII0XKA TePIOTHHS, BaM 3TO
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cremoBaso Ol 3HATh, BaM, TaK X0po1uio 3HAKOMOM CO MHOM.

— Ila-ma, g 3Ha00, HO BaM II0pa IPOBOAUTE... 3... 3Ty 0CO0Y K My3bIKaHTaM. MeJIKull Ipojia... CJI0BOM,
s XO4y CKa3aTh, UMIIepaTOPCKas YeTa celyac MosBUTCH.

— M= ugem Tyna. brarogapio, cymapbIHs.

— K10 310? — cnpocuna MapuaHHa, B TO BpeMs KakK phlKeB0oJIocas KpacaBulla yaansanach. — [louemy
OHa TakK SIBHO BEIpa3uiia IpeHeOpexeHue?..

— Ona mpe3upaeT BceX... u camoe ce0s emre O6obiie [Ipyrux ¢ TeX Mop, KaK U3 XKeJaHus YCIyKUTh
SPIrepILOorHHe COTIaCHIach 3aHsATh MECTO IIPUABOPHOM JaMkl. ITo MafaM e IlleBpe3. OHa, KaK BHI
CaMH BHMENH, 0YeHb KPacHBa.

Y Hee OCTpHIN U TOHKUY YM, HO OHa OUYeHb HecdaCTHa, 100 ee CTpacTHas Oylla 3afblXaeTCs.
[Togymathb TOJBKO, €M MPUXOOUTCS TOBOPUTH «MMIIEPATOP»HU 00pallaThCs K «BETMYECTBY», TOTAA KaK
B YaCTHOM KM3HU OHA Ha3blBajla ero IONPOCTY «MeJIKUM IIpojia3a». BripoyeM, OHa yKe IIOYTU
OTy4MJIach OT 3TOr0. YTO Ke KacaeTcs npeHeOpeKeHNsI BaMU...

TaseripaH pe3KO0 IIOBEPHYJICS U YCTPEeMUIl Ha MapraHHY B3IJIA[ CUHE-3€eJIeHbIX I1as.

— ..y Hee HeT APYyroro moBofga fesaTh 9T0, KpoMe TOTO, UTO Bl caMu ey nofgaeTe! OgHa u3 IlleBpes
MOZKET TOJIBKO C MpeHeOpeKeHNneM OTHOCUTRCS K meBuile Mapuu-CTajie... HO OHa OTKPhUIa OBl
00BITHS JOYepu MapKu3a O AccesbHa.

Hacrtynuna tumuHa. YyTh HaTHYBIINCH K CBoel cobecenuunie, Tanelipal CBEPINUI ee B3TJIIOM, HO
MapuaHHa He IpOTrHYyJa.

— C Kakux II0p BaM 3TO U3BECTHO? — CIIPOCUJIa OHA C BHE3AIMIHBIM CIIOKOMCTBUEM;

— C Toro fmHS, Kak UMIIePaTOpP OTHAJ BaM O0COOHSK Ha JIMIIbCKOM ynulle. B TOT meHb 5 MOHS,
OTKy[la UAYT 3TU 3bI0KKME BOCIIOMUHAHUS, KOTOPEIe MHE He YIaBaJIoCh YIIOPSIOYUTE, 3TO CXOICTBO C
KEeM-TO, KOTO 5 He MOT BCIIOMHUTE! fI cooOpa3us, KeM BHl SBJISETECH B IeHCTBUTEILHOCTH.

— Iloyemy ke BBl HUYETO HE CKa3aju?
TaneupaH DoxKar IIedYaMu:;

— A x yemy? Brl caMu HenpegBUAEHHEIM 00pa30M 0Ka3aJluCh 110 YIIU BIIOOIEHHON B YEJIOBEKA,
KOTOPOT'O C JEeTCKUX JIeT HeHaBUMIEIIH.

— ITa, HO 3TO BHI TOJIKHYJIX MEHS B €T0 IOCTeNb, — Ipy6o 6pocuna MapuaHHa.

— 4 mocTaToO4HO 0 HEM XKaJeJl... 0 TOM TaMsTHOM JHe, KOT/ia s IPUIIe]T TIOTOBOPUTE C BaMU. A TOTOM
s TIOAyMaJl, 4YTO HY2KHO IIPEelOCTaBUTh BCE eCTECTBEHHOMY X0y COOBITUY U BpeMeHu. Takas 11000Bb
[IOJITO He TIPOCYIIECTBYET.

Hu m060Bb Ballla, HU Ballla apTUCTHYECKas Kapbepa...
MapuanHa OblIa mopaXxeHa.
— W3-3a 4ero xe, MO3BOJIbTE BaC CIIPOCUTH?

— IlpuynHa ogHa. Bel He co3maHbl HU A7 HamoneoHa, HU A7 TeaTpa. [laxke eClIu BH IIOMBITAETECH
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ybenuTh cebst B TPOTUBHOM, BH BCE€ PAaBHO OfIHA U3 HAC, apUCTOKPATKa, ¥ U3 OUYEHb XOPOIIeN CEMbH.
Bl Tak moxoxu Ha oTHa!

— 9T0 paBfa, BH 3HAIM €r0? — CIpocuiia MapraHHa, TOMUMas XKaxXaou n1000blle y3HaTh HaKOHeI]
0 4eJoBeKe, IJIOTHI0 1 KPOBBIO KOTOPOr0 OHA OblNIa, HO BCE 3HAKOMCTBO C KOTOPEIM OI'PaHUYUBAJIOCh
TOJIBKO MOPTPeToM. — Pacckaxute MHe 0 HeM!

TamneitpaH OCTOPOKHO CHSIJT JIeXKaBIIYI0 HA €70 PyKaBe TPEMeuyIlyo PYKy U 3afiepzKall B CBOEH.

— TTo3xke. 3mech TPYMHO BHI3BATh B BOOOpaxkeHuu ero o6pa3. iMnepaTtop npubnuxaeTcs. Bam Hamo
XOTb Ha BpPeMs IPeBPaTUTLCs B Mapuio-CTasny.

OH TOPOIIKUBO IIPOBEJI €€ K IPyIIe My3bIKaHTOB, e B LIEHTPe OHa 3aMeTuna ['occeka, mogaBaBILIero
el 3Haku pyKo#, [InyurnHy, pacKprBaBIlero NapTUTypy Ha pose, u [laspa, qupuxepa
MMIIePaTOPCKOM Kallelibl, 3a00TIMBO 00TUPABIIEr0 CBOIO MTAlIOYKy. B mocnemHUi MOMEHT,
IIOBUHYSICh 0€30TUeTHOMY ITOOYKIEeHUI0, OHA 3afiepkKalla BUlle-KaHIliepa.

— Ecnu s He co3[aHa HHU [JId... UMIIEpaTopa, HY U TeaTpa, TO, [T0-BallleMy, [IJIs Yero xke?
— IIns mo6Bu, MUIOYKA!
— Ho... MBI m106uM gpyr opyra!

— He nyTaiite! 4 roBopio o m00BU... BEIUKOM JTI0OBU: TOM, YTO MOTPSICAET MUPHI, COKPYIIIaeT
BEKOBBIE TMHACTHUH... TOM, YTO COXPAHSETCS [0 CAMOM CMEePTH, TOM, HaKOHEIl, KOTOPYI0 OOJIBIITMHCTBO
JII0JleX HUKOTIa He HaXOOuUT.

— Torpa noyemy s goJIKHa HaUTHU ee?

— IToToMy 4TO, ecriu BH ee He HalfieTe, 3HAYUT, OHAa He CYIIeCTByeT, MapuaHHa, a OHA HOJXKHA
CYIIIeCTBOBATh, YTOOH TOJOOHEIE MHE MOTJIM €€ OTPHUIATh!

'my0oko B3BOJIHOBaHHAsI, MapraHHa Clieiniia 3a HePOBHOM, HO U3SIITHON ITOXOIKOM 9TOT0 CTPAHHOTO
xpomoro. OHa SIBHO pa3jIMyuiia B ero CJI0Bax, TakK Majio COOTBETCTBOBABIIUX 00JIMKY ¥ MaHepaM
TaneiipaHa, B 9TOM PEIIUTEIBHOM MPU3HAHUK WX COCTIOBHOM OOIITHOCTH KaK OBl IMPEeI0oKeHue
OpyKOBI MU TI0 KpaiiHel Mepe nomorIi... [Tomomu! Ceiigac, Korga oHa Tak B Hel Hyxkpaanack! Ho fo
KaKOU CTelleHM MOXKHO II0JjIaraThCs Ha NCKPEHHOCTh KHA35 BenesenTckoro? [1oxus I1oQg ero
KpHIIIei, MapuaHHa JIy4Iie, 4yeM KTo-11u00, 3Hajla TO CBoeoOpa3Hoe 04apoBaHUe, KOTOPOe OH
u3aydasn, TeM 6ojee CHIBHOE, YTO OHO Ka3aJioCh COBEPIIEHHO HETTPOU3BOJIbHEIM. Eif BOpyT
BCIIOMHMJIMChH CJIOBa rpada me MoHTpoHa, KoTopelie PopTioH3 ['aMesnieH ogHaX[bl lTIepecKka3aa eu,
cMmesich: «Hy, KTo ke ero He nomo6ut? OH Beflb TaKON ITOPOYHBIi!»

Yero moOuBascs OH cerogHs BeuepoM? BepHYTh ee 6€3 BCIKUX 3aIHUX MBICTIEH, K HOCTOMHOMY ee
POXKMEHHUS CYLIeCTBOBAHUIO UJIU IIPOCTO elile OO0JIbIle OTHaIUTh OT UMIlepaTopa... iMieparopa,
KOTOPOTO OH, KaK F'OBOPSAT, IpefaeT B IMOJIb3Yy Laps?

[Tpomenu TpyOHl, pa3manuch TOPXKECTBEHHbIE YOaphl XkKe37Ia TJIaBHOT0 IlepeMoHuMelcTepa, rpada ne
Cerfopa, 1 B OTPOMHOM 3aJi€ BOIIaPUIIACh IIOYTUTEJIbHASA TUIINHA, TOTOd KaK BCE IOBEPHYIINCH K
TpuOyHE, TIe CPeny BOIHEI OJIECTSAIIUX TyaJleTOB ¥ CBEPKAIOIIUX OpAeHaMU MYHIUPOB ITOKa3ajach
MMIlepaTopcKas yeTa. Ha mepenuBaloeMcs pa3HOLUBETHOM (POHE MPHUABOPHAIX faM U agbIOTaHTOB
BBIJEJISIIUCE 3eJIeHbI MyHaup HamosmeoHa u po3oBoe miaTbe Mapuu-JIyussl, a 6obine MapuaHHa
HUYero He yBupena. Kak u Beck IBOp, OHa CKJIOHUJIACh B TJTyOOKOM peBepaHce.
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[Touemy oH He OblT OECKOHEYHHIM, 3TOT peBepaHc?.. Korma MapuaHHa MOfHsIa Tla3a K
HOBOOpAYHBIM, BHIpaXKEHUE CUACThs HA UX JIUIAX ITOpa3usio ee B camoe cepate. OHa momyyusa
HarJIsigHOe TOATBEePXK/IeHNe TIOJTHOTO COTIackusl MexXnay HuMHU. [laxe He B3TJITHYB Ha 3ajl. HamnoseoH ¢
IpPenyIpPenuTeIbHOCTBIO ¥ HEXKHOCTHIO YCaXKUBaJI CBOIO CYNIPYTY U [aXKe IIOIeI0Ball €i PYKY,
KOTOPYIO ITPOIOJIKaJl epKaTh B CBOEH, KOTaa caM cen psmoM. OH HarHYJCS K HEH U TUXO TOBOPHIT
YTO-TO, He oOpalllasi BHUMAHUS Ha OKPYKAIOIIUX.

Ys3BneHHas U pacTepsHHas MapuaHHa CTOsJIa Y pOsifis, He 3Has, Kak BecTu cebs. [IpuiBopHEIe
3aHAIA MeCTa, 0KHaasi, Korga UMIepaTop OacT 3HaK HauMHATh KOHIIEPT, KOHIIEPT, 3aKa3aHHbIN UM,
4yTOOBI JAaTh OTHOXHYTH Mapuu-Jlynse MexXay mapagHeIM 3aBTPAKOM ¥ OOJIBIIUM IIPHEMOM, B XOfie
KOTOPOT0 HOBasi UMIIepaTpHUIia MOJIYYUT IO3OPaBIeHUs OT OUIIJIOMaTU4eCKOT0 KOpIlyca U
IIpeCTaBUTENIed MyHULIUIIAIUTETOB.

Ho HamnorneoH, ynbi6asich, Mpomoikain UHTUMHYI0 Oeceny, ¥ y MapuaHHBI, KCIILITHIBABIIEN
HEBBIHOCUMEBIE MYKH, BHE3AITHO BO3HUKJIO OINYyIIeHNe, YTO 3Ta HU3Kas 3CTPafa He 4TO HHOe, KaK
II030PHEIN CTOJI0, K KOTOPOMY OHa IIPUTBOXK/eHa 10 KeCTOKOMY KaIllpu3y 3a0bIBYMBOTO
Bo3m00neHHOro0. Ee oxBaTtuio 6e3yMHoe kejaHue 6exkaTh U3 3TOTO POCKOIIHOTO 3ajia, OT COTEH Iap
m0O0NBITHRIX T/1a3. K HecuacThio, 3TO OBIJIO Y2Ke HeBO3MOXKHO... BBepxy, Ha TpubyHe rpad me Ceriop
TIOYTHUTEJILHO CKJIOHUJICS K eT0 BeJIM4eCTBY, 663 COMHEHUs, HCIIPAIINBAs pa3pelleHus HaunHaTh, Ha
YTO UMIIEPATOP, faXKe He B3TJITHYB Ha HETO, OTBETUI HEOPEKHBIM KEeCTOM, KOTOPBIH BOIIJIOTHUIICS B
TOP2KECTBEHHHIN yaap XkKe3Ja.

CII0BHO 3XOM 0OTO3BaJIACh JIeTKMe yhaaphl najouku [laspa o mwonutpy. Anekcannp [TuuyuHu B34n
TIepBhle aKKOP/BI Ha Posiie, yBlieKas 3a C000¥ CKpUMKU. [1ofiMaB ero MOJIHBIN yKaca B3I,
MapuaHHa IIOHSTIa, YTO ee BOJIHEHNE 3aMeTHO. A B Y1y BHU3Y Ha o6pallleHHOM K Heii nuile ['occeka
yuTanack 6e3MosiBHasg MoJib0a. be3ycnoBHO, HUKOTa ellle He BUAEIH, YTOOR UMIIePaTop Tak
HecriepeMOHHO oOpalasncs co 3HaMeHUToH neBuliei. Ho MapuaHHe BCIIOMHMIIOCH, YTO BCE-TAKU OHa,
eCcJu BepuTh cioBaM [[1opoka, Ovlia B HEMUJIOCTH 3a TO, YTO He II03BOJIKJIA [TOKUIOMY KPECTHOMY
¥CIayKaTh IYPIYPHOE ofesHUe KHA34 LIepKBU IapuKCKOU Irpsa3bio!

BrarocnoBeHHBIN THEB IPUIIEIT Ha IIOMOIIL €€ CMSTEHHIO.

[TepBEIM HOMEPOM HCIOJHSNIACH apus u3 «Becranku», mobuMas Bels uMmieparopa. ['1y6oko
B3[IOXHYB U TEM YCIIOKOUB OeCIIOpsAfouHOe OMeHNe cepylia, OHa Hayasa ee ¢ TaKOM CUJION, 4YTO Cpa3y
TIOKOpHUJIa IPUCYTCTBYOMNX. Bripaxkasa oryasguue KOmuu, ocyXneHHOM OBITh 3a3KMBO 3aMypPOBaHHOM B
rpoOHULIe BeCTaJIKU, KOTa BCe B HEU ABINIAJO XKU3HbI0, MapuaHHa Halllla TaKle YOUBUTEIbHEIE
HIOAHCHI, YTO OHY B3BOJIHOBa/IM OBl U CAMOT0O HETIPUMUPHUMOTO0 cKenTyuka. OHa OOCTUTTIa Ipefesa
CBOEr0 TajlaHTa B HaJexXfe IPUBJIeYb HaKOHEell BHUMaHNe UMIlepaTopa.

[TocnemHue HOTHI ObLIM ITPOHU3AHE! TAKOM IIeMsIel 001bi0, YTO TPSHYJT HEUCTOBLIN CTUXUNHEIY,
Hey[IepXKUMBIA TPOM aljofgUCMEHTOB. ITO SIBUIOCh HAapYIIeHNEeM MIPOTOKOoa. [I0ToMy 4TO TOJIBKO UX
BEJINYECTBA [OIXKHbI OBIJT ITEPBEIMU ITOATh ITPUMED.

Ho uCKyCCTBO apTHUCTKHU CITUIIIKOM BO30YOUIIO IyOIHKY.

OHa nopHsIa K UMIIepaTOPCKON JI0XKe CUSAIOIINeE HafeXk Aoy rna3a. YBel! HamoneoH He TONIBKO He
CMOTpeI Ha Hee, HO, I0X0XKe, ¥ He 3aMeTUJI, YTO OHa Iena. Harnysmmmce Kk Mapun-Jjlyuse, o
TOBOPUII el 4yTO0-TO Ha yxo. OHa clylllaia ero, OIIyCTUB I'J1a3a, C [JIyIOBaTON yIEIOKON U Tak
IIOKpPaCHeB, YTO MapuaHHa B SPOCTHU PeIInsia, YTO OH [ieflaeT el JI000BHbIE IIPeNI0KEeHNUS.
[ToBenuTeNbHEIM XXECTOM OHa IIpUKa3aa [laspy HauuHAThH CIEOyIOMU HOMeDP, KOTOPHIM Oblsla apus
u3 «TanHOrO Opaka» YnuMapo3Hl.
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HaBepHoe, HUKOT A ellle 1erkas ¥ HexKHasl My3blKa UTaIbIHCKOTO Ma3CTPO HE UCIIOIHSIACh C TAKUM
MpAaYHBIM IIBIIOM. YCTPEMUB B3TIAMA K UMIIepaTopy, MapuaHHa 130 BCEX CHJI CTapajiach IpUBIeYb
ero BHUMaHue. [HeB pa3prIBall eyl cepille, Tulllas IocjiefHero camoobnamanus. YeMy cMeeTcst 9Ta
raymnasi BeHKa ¢ TakKMM BhHIpaXKeHUEM JIKIla, KaK YV KOIIKHY reper 6JIIoAIeM co cMeTaHo? A elile
roBOPAT, OY[ITO OHa CMEET YTBePKOaTh, UTO TIIOOUT MYy3HIKY!

Be3 comHenusi, Mapus-Jlyusa nmo0uia TOJIbKO CBOIO aBCTPUUCKYI0 MY3HIKY, H00 OHa He TOJIbKO He
Clyllasa, HO ¥ B CAaMO¥ CepefliHe apuu pa3falcs ee CMeX... CMeX pebs4ecKuil u ropasno Oosee
3BOHKUM, YeM HYXKHO, UYTOOBI OCTaThCSI He3aMeUeHHBIM.

KpoBb oTxJbIHYIa Y MapuaHHH OT Niilla. BHe3anHo mobegHeB, oHa 3aModana. Ee B3risap
mpobexkar Mo psifaM 3pUTesiel, XpaHUBIINX OOUHAKOBOE BhIpaXKeHWe 0XKUIaHUs. 3aTeM, TOPHI0
BHIIIPSIMUBILKCE, OHa ITIOKKHYJIa 3CTPaAy ¥ B HAIpsIXKEeHHOM TUIIKHE BHIIIIA U3 3aja Mapiiasios,
pexje 4eM KTOHHOyIb, Jake CTpaxa y JBepel, mogyMar 3aepxKarh ee.

HarsiHyTaa mo mpepena, C IBIIAOLIIEN TOJIOBOU U JIEISTHBIMU PyKaMHU, OHA Ijla CBOeX JOpPOToy, He
BCJIYIIMBAsICh B MTONHSBIIYIOCS II03aau Hee Oypio. B ee Mo3ry 6unach TOJIBKO OOHA TUXOpagoyHas
MEICJIb: TIOKMHYTh HaBCeTa 3TOT OBOPEL, TTe TOT, KOTo OHa to0uia, HaHeC el TaKylo KeCTOKYI0
o0upy, IpUUTH OOMOM U MOTJIy6Ke CIIpSITaTh CBOIO 0OJIb B CTApOM CeMEeWHOM 00UTeNH, 03KUasi TOTO,
YTO He MPEMUHET MOCIEN0BATh MOCIe MOK0OHOTO B3phIBa» 'HEB UMITEPATOPa, XKaHJapMbI, TIOPbMA...
OBITH MOXKeT. B 3T MUHYTHI eil Bce ObL10 Oe3pa3nuyHo. beccrunbHas SpoCTh U3MYUUIIa ee J0 TaKou
CTEIleHU, YTO OHA, He MOPTHYB, mouta Ol Ha 31adoT.

[To3agu Hee pa3pmancs rojoc:
— OcranoButecs! Manemya3sens! Magemya3sens Mapus-Crannal..

Ho onHa Kak HY B 4eM He OBIBasIO ITPOf0JIKasia CIIyCKaThCs 1Mo O0MIbIIoN KaMeHHoU ecTHUlle. OHa U B
caMOM fieJie HU4Yero He cibliana. Y TonpKo Korpa [[IopoK OOTHAJN ee y OC/IeqHel CTyIIeHbKY, OHa
0CTaHOBHUJIACh, 6€3y4acTHO TS B YIIOP Ha Mapliaia, KOTOPHIY IToKa3aics el OIM3KUM K
arnomnjaeKcuyeckoMy ymnapy. OH ObIT TOYTH TAKOM 3Ke (PHOJIETOBHIM, KaK ero BeIMKOJIEMHbIH PaCIIUTHIN
KOCTIOM.

— B&I commu ¢ yma! — GpOCHII OH, CTapasiCh OTHBIMIATHCSA. — TaKoM CKaH[asl, oa ellle mepej caMuM
“MIIepaTopom!

— KTo0 gan nosop K CKaHOay, eCjiy He UMIIepaTop... WIK 110 MeHbIIIeN Mepe 3Ta XKeHIIWHa?
— Kakas xenmuna? UMmnepatpuua? [1a BHL...

— 41 He 3HA OpPYTrO¥ UMIEepaTPULIE, KPOME KOPDOHOBaHHOU ITaloy, ToH, 4To B MansMe3oHe! YT0
KacaeTCs 9TOM KapuKaTyphl, KOTOPYIO BH TaK Ha3hIBaeTe, s B TI00OOM CiIydae OTKa3bIBalo €il B ITpaBe
ny0IMYHO OCMeuBaTh MeHs. MuTe U mepefaiTe 3TO BallleMy XO3SUHY!

Bue ce6s1, MapuanHa 6osiblile He ciepXkKuBajach. Ee 4iCTHIM T0N0C TaK 3BOHKO Pa3HOCUJICS TIOf
KaMeHHBIMU CBOZIaMM CTaporo ABOPIia, YTO [[I0OPOK IPOCTO He 3HaJl, KaK eMy OBITb.

[Toxozxke, 4TO IO yCaMU CTOSIBIIETO OKOJIO JIECTHUIL [ peHazepa NpoMeNibKHY a yneioka. [la oH u
caM 4YyBCTBOBAJI ce051 BUHOBHEIM B CHUCXOOUTEILHOCTH K 3TOM BOCXUTUTENILHOM pa30yleBaBlIIencs
Gbypuu, KOTOpyo He00OXOAUMO TeM He MeHee NIPU3BaTh K NOPAAKY. [Ipugas rouocy MEHUMYIO
CTPOTOCTh, MUJIenIny [[T0pPOK OTYETINBO IIPOTOBOPHUJI, 3aBjIafieB PyKoM MapuaHHHL:

— 1 6oroCch, KaK OBl BaM CaMO¥ He MPHUIIIOCH CKAa3aTh My BCEe 3TO, MafieMya3elb. MmepaTop
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IIpHKa3all MHE OTBECTH BaC B er0 KaOWHET, TTie B I0XKIETECH ET0 PEIIEHUS.
— 3Ha4uT, I apecToBaHa?
— HeT, HacKOMBKO 5 3HAIO... II0 KpaliHel Mepe ellle HeT!

B HemoMonBKe OblT HEPUSTHBIM HaMeK, HO OH He cMyTusl MapuanHy. OHa ToTOBa JOPOT0 3aIlJIaTUTh
3a CBOIO BBIXOJKY, HO €CJIM el IPe0CTaBUTCS BO3MOXKHOCTD BRICKa3aTh HaKOHel HamoneoHy Bce, 4TO
HaKWIIeJIo y Hee Ha cepAle, moboe Haka3aHue ee He cTpaminT. OHa 6e3 00MHSIKOB BBHIIOXKUT MY BCE
HA4UCTOTy. TIOpbMa Tak TIOpbMa, TeM 00Jiee YTO B 3TOM OYHET ¥ CBOS I0JIh3a. JaK/IIOUeHNE XOTS OBl
3aILIUTHUT ee oT mpouckoB ®pancuca Kpanmepa. M oH BHIHYXKeH OyaeT XKmaTh, I0OKa OHA BEIAOET U3
TIopbMbL. OcTaeTcst Afenana, HO OHA HafleeTcsl, YTO ApKainyc CAesiaeT Bce He00X0mUMOoe.

3HAYUTENIPHO YCIIOKOUBIIKCH ITPK MBIC/IH O ITPECTOSIIel BCTpeye ¢ UMIepaTopoM, OyHTOBIIHIIA
TIePEeCTYIHIIa IIOPOT XOPOII0 3HAKOMOTO e KabWHeTa U YCIIkIIana, Kak [{I0poK MpUKa3hiBaeT
MaMeJtoKy PycTaHy HHKOTO He BITYCKATh U HEe pa3pelrnaTh MafeMyasenb Mapun-CTasne 00IaThCs ¢
KeM OHI TO Hu OBLTIO.

[TocnenHee yKa3aHUe laXKe BEI3BAJIO Y Hee YIIHIOKY.
— Pa3Be BH caMU He BUAUTE TEIEPh, YTO S apecToBaHa? — TUXO CIIPOCHKJIA OHA.

— 4 ke BaM cKa3aj, 4TO HeT. Ho 51 He yBepeH, 4To 10HbIM Kilapu He SIBUTCSA CKYIUThH II0[ 3TOU
OBEPHIO, KaK IOTEPSBIINY X0351MHA LIeHOK... YTO KacaeTcs BacC, TO s PEKOMEHAYI0 IPUTOTOBUTHLCSI K
[OJTOMY OXKUaHUI0, 100 UMIIepaTOp He IPUMET PaHblle, YeM 3aKOHUUTCS IIPUEM.

B3mepHyB HemOBOIBHO IIJIeYaMHU BMECTO OTBeTa, MapraHHa PacloJIOXUIach y OTHS Ha 3eJIEHOM C
30JI0TOM KaHalle, MMEHHO Ha HeM OHa BIIepBhle yBuzena PopTiona ['amesieH. Muicib 0 moapyre
npuaana e cnokoucTBusa. QOPTIOHS CIUIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3Hala MyK4MH, YTOOH HCIIBITEIBATL CTPax
nepen HanoneonoM.

E# ymanocs yoequTh MapuaHHY, YTO caMO} OO0JIbIOH omnOKoM OyIeT ApoXkaTh Iepeld HUM, Jaxe 1
0Cco0eHHO KOrfla ¥ Hero ObIBAIOT MPUITAAKKA €T0 3HAMEHHUTOI'0 THeBa. B HEIHENTHUX 00CTOSITEIbCTBAX
TAKOH COBET II0JIE3HO BCIIOMHUTE.

I'myOokasi TUIIKMHA, HapylllaeMas TOJIbKO MMOTPECKUBAHKUEM IPOB B KaMUHEe, OKyTasla MOJIOAYIO
JKEHIIUHY.

HecMoTps Ha ee CTPOTOCTh, KOMHAaTa Obljla TEIION U YIOTHOH.

MapuraHHa BIIepBble HaXO[UIaCh 3[IeCh OflHA U, IBUKKMAas YUCTO KEHCKUM JTI0O0OTIBITCTBOM, PEIInIia
ocMoTpeTh ee. Eif ObIIO C7TagOCTHO HAXOOUTHCS B KaOuHeTe, Ile KaXkKaas Belllb HallOMUHAIa
uMIepaTopa. PaBHoayIIHas K JleXKaBIIUM ITOBCIOAY ITallKaM C JOKYMEeHTaMHU, IOPTQesIM U3 KPaCHOTO
MapoKeHa C UMIIePaTOPCKUMU repbamMu 1 HeOpezkHO OPOIIeHHOM Ha O10po u cekpeTep 00JIbIION
KapTe EBpOIE], OHa C yOOBOJILCTBUEM IIOTPOraja nophrupoByio YepHUIbHUIYY, GYTISIp [JIS YacoB B
BHIe TI030JI0YEHHOTO OPOH30BOI'0 OPJIa, 30JI0TYI0 YeKAHHYI0 TabaKepKYy, Ubs MOTYOTKPHITAs KPHIIIKa
II03BOJISINIa OIIYTUTh apOMAT ee COIePAKUMOro. 3eCh KaXK bl TPeaIMeT I'OBOPUII O €T0 IPUCYTCTBUH,
BIIJIOTH [I0 YEPHOM TPEYTroJIKK, COTHYTOM U OpoIIeHHOM, 063 COMHEHUS, B IPUITIaike THEBA, B YTOJI.
'HeBa, BUOUMO, HeflaBHeTo, pa3 KoHcTaH ere He ycnen mopobpaTh ee. Beiia 11 UCTOPHS C KapeTou
IpUYUHOM 3TOr0? HEecMOTps Ha CBOIO OTBary, MapuaHHa OIIyTHIIa, Kak 110 CIIKHe mpobexkan
HEIPUSATHHIN XOJIOOOK. YTO Mpou30uaeT cendac?

BecrokoicTBo — HeNpUsTHas IOApyra... BpeMs BOPYT CTalo TIHYThCS TOMUTENIbHO MefeHHo. OHa
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IIPeYyBCTBOBaIa OUTBY U XOTeJa IIOCKOpee B Hee OPOCUTHCS. YCTaB 0T OeCIeTbHOT'0 KPYKEHUS B
BaTHOM THUIIMHE KaOWHETa, OHa B3sij1a JIeKaBIIyi0 Ha 010po KHUTY U mpucesa. [loTepThlit u
TIOTPENaHHBIN TOMUK B 3€JIEHOM KOXXKaHOM IIepeIieTe C UMIIEPAaTOPCKUM repOOM OKa3acs
KOMMeHTapusMu Lle3apst, ero CTpaHuUIlk ObITN CIJIONIb HCIIENPEHE IOMEeTKaMy Ha IOJIsAX. MapuaHHa
CO B3[0XOM YPOHHUJIa TOMUK Ha KOJIEHHU, HE BBITyCKasi, OQHAKO, U3 PYKH 3€JIEHON KOXKH,
fecco3HATeNbHO OTHICKUBAS Ha HEW CIeOsl APYTroi pyku. [Ton ee mambIlaMu IEPETIIET COTPEIICS U
CTaJl KaK XXKUBoU. UTOOH! JTyullle HACIagUTLCS 9TUM OllyuleHneM, MapuaHHa 3aKphla Iasa...

— IIpocHutecs!

Momnopnas XeHIKHa B3gporyuyia. OHa OTKpPHIIA TJ1a3a ¥ YBUfela, YTO KaHens0p Ha 610po 3akKXKeH,
3a OKHaMU TEMHO, a Ilepef Hel CTOUT C TPO3HBIM BUAOM U CKPELIeHHBIMH Ha TPYAU pPyKaMu
HamnoneoH.

— 4 BocxuilleH Baiei OEP30CThI0, — A3BUTEJIBHO 6pOCI/IJ'[ OH. — HO-BI/IJII/IMOMY, TO, YTO BBl HABJIEKIIN
Ha cebs Mou THEB, BaC HE 0COOEHHO BOJIHYET. Bur HpeCHOKOfIHO CIIaJIn.

ToH ero 65T TPyOBIM, BEI3BIBAIOLINM, IBHO PACCYMTAHHEIM Ha TO, YTOORI BHIOMTH M3 KOJIEH e/1Ba
ITPOCHYBILYIOCST MOJIOAYIO XKEeHIIUHY, HO MapuaHHa o6j1afiana ClIoCOOHOCTHIO lake MMOCIie TIIy6oKOoro
CHa 4yBCTBOBaTh ce0st cBexkel u 6ompoit. K Tomy ke oHa mana cebe KISITBY CHeslaTh BCe, YTOOHI I10
BO3MOXKHOCTY COXPAHUTH CIIOKOKCTBUE.

— I'epuor OpuynbCKu, — CKa3aja OHa TUX0, — IPeAylIpenul MeHs, YTO XKOaTh IPUAETCS AOJITO.
Pa3Be CcoH He myduIui criocod COKPaTUTh OXKUaHUE?

— 41 cymTalw 3TO CKOpee AeP30CThI0, YeM U3BHHEHUEM.
Tewm Gosee, CymaphlHs, YTO 51 BCe ellle B OXKUIAHUYU BaIllero peBepaHca.

HarmoneoH siBHO MCKaJl MOBOJ Ijist ccopbl. OH 0XKuman HauT MapuaHHy 00eCIIOKOEHHOH,
B3BOJTHOBAHHOM, IpOXKalle, C 3alIaKaHHBIMU I'JIa3aMH, MOXKeT OBITh. ITa TaK 0€3MSATEKHO
ITPOCHYBIIASICS XKEHINMHA MOTJIa TOJIBKO 037100UTh ero. HecMOTpsT Ha yrpoXKaloIiui OTOHb CEPBIX
r71a3, MOJIOHas XKEeHIIMHA PUCKHYTIA YIIBIOHYTHCS.

— 41 roToBa macTh K HOTaM BaIlleT0 BeJIMYECTBa, CUP... €CIIM TOJILKO Ballle BEIMYECTBO COU3BOIIUT
OTOMWTH, MaB MHE BO3MOXKHOCTE BCTATh.

OH u3pan rHeBHOe BOCKIHIIaHNE U, pa3bsIPEHHEBIN, PE3KO MTOBEPHYIICS U OPOCHUIICS K OKHY, CJIIOBHO
XOTeJI IPOCKOYUTH CKBO3b HETO.

A MapuaHHa COCKOJIb3HYJIa C KYIIETKH Ha II0J1 ¥ PacIIpoCTepiiack B IybodaiilieM U IIOYTUTETbHOM
peBepaHce.

— V Bamux HoOr, cup! — IpolIenTana OHa.

Ho oH He oTknmukHYACSA. CTOS TUIIOM K OKHY C 3a7I0KEHHBIMU 3a CIIUHY PYKaMH, OH XPaHUII
MoJIYaHUe, Ka3aBineecsi MapuanHe 0eCKOHEYHBIM, U100 3aCTaBIISAJIO ee COXPaHSATh HEYOoOHYIO0, TOYTH
KOJIEHOTIPEKJIOHEHHYIO 103y. [loHuMasi, 9T0 OH coOupasncs MOCUIbHEE VHU3UTD €€, OHA MYXKECTBEHHO
IPUTOTOBUIIACH K TOMY, YTO [IOIKHO IIOCJIeIOBATh ¥ MOTJIO OBITh TOJILKO HempusaTHEIM. OHA XKejaja
JIUITh OOHOT0; HECMOTPSI HU Ha YTO, BOIPEKK BCEMY CIIACTH UX JTIOOOBb...

Hakonern HaroneoH, He 060pa‘-II/IBa${CB, 3aroBOpPUII:
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— {1 Xnay o0BsICHEHUH, €CIIU TOJIBKO Y Bac eCTh 00bsICHEHUS Ballero 6e3pacCyfHOr0 II0BeIeHUS.
Bamwux 00bsiCHEHUH U, pa3yMeeTcs, Balllux U3BUHeHMUH. [10X0xKe, UTO BBl BHE3AITHO TIOTEPSIIN BCAKUN
3[paBbIll CMBIC]I, BCSIKOE MOHSATHE 00 3JIeMEHTaPHOM YBaXkKeHUU KO MHE U K Balllell UMIIepaTpHIle.
Ecnu ToMBKO BB HE COLLIH C yMa!

MapHaHHa MOMEHTAJILHO IIOOHAJIACh C IIBIJIAIOIIUMU IIIeKaMHu.
CrnoBa «Baria HMIIEPpaTpula» BOCIIPUHAIINCE €10, KaK IIOIMEeYrHAa.

— W3BuHeHUS? — OTYETIUBO BLHITOBOPUJIA OHA. — Y MEHS HeT OLIyIleHUs, YTO 3TO 5 JOJIXKHA UX
IIPOCUTB!

Ha 3TOT pa3 oH ITOBEPHYIICS, YCTPEMUB Ha Hee TOPSIIUN SPOCTHIO B3TTIS.
— YTo BHI cKa3au?

— Yro ecnu KTO-HUOYIb U OCKOPOJIEH B 3TOM [BOPIIE, TO 9TO S ¥ HUKTO HHOM! [IOKUHYB 3a7, 5
3alUTUIIa CBOe JOCTOUHCTBO.

— Bame noctouncTBo? Brl 3aroBapuBaeTech, CyfaphiH!

Bl 3a0b1H, TIepen KeM Bhl HaxoguTech? Bl 3a0bITH, 4TO IIONAlX CI0fa TOJIBKO II0 MOeMy IIpHKa3y, 110
Moel noOpo BoJie U C eOUHOM I1eJIbl0 — Pa3BJiedb Ballly IOBEIUTENIbHUILY?

— Mo HOBeHI/ITeJ'IbHI/IHy'? Ecnu OBl 1 MOTJIa XOTh Ha MTHOBEHHE IIpencTaBUTh cebe, YTO BBI ITO3BAIU
MEH{ paiu Hee, 4 HUKOI'ma He COT'JIaCHuJIaCh OBl IIEPEeCTYIINUTh IMOPOT 3TOT0 OBOPIIA.

— B camom pmene? B TakoM ciy4ae s mpuKa3saj Obl IPUBECTU BaC CUTIOM!
— MoxeT 6bITh! Ho BBl He 3acTaBuUIN OBl MEHS ITETh!

Kakum yBnekaTeNlbHEIM 3pejIHileM OJIs Ballero aBopa ObUIo OBl yBULETDH, KaK Ballly BO3/TI00IEHHYIO
TallaT Ha CILeHYy IOJIULEeNCKHUE UU I'Bapaennsl! 3pemnulne, JOCTOMHOE TOT0, BIPOY€EM, YTO BEI
He[aBHO yXKe Oalu eMy BO3MOXKHOCTh YBULETh: OpefyIine B IIbITN KHA3bsA LlepKBY, BAINMU
3aboTaMu 0OpedeHHbIe HA HaCMEIUIKY TOJIIHL... CJIOBHO BaM HEJOCTATOYHO TOTO, YTO BBl IIOCMETIN
IIONHSATH PYKY Ha CBATEUIIEro!

B oBa IIPBI2KKa UMIIEPATOP OKa3aJICA OKOJIO Hee. Ero 6negHoe nmuiio 65110 YZXKaCHEIM, I'lla3d MeTaJlx
MOJIHHUH. MapHaHHa IIOHMAA, YTO 3allljla CIIMIIKOM O4dJIEKO, HO HE B €€ XdpPaKTepe OBLITO OTCTYIIATh.
Ona HallpATJIach, YTOORI BBEIIEPZKATh HATUCK, TOr'Ja KaK OH 3arpemMesl IpaMo eyl B JIUIIO:

— BrI cMeeTe?.. OTH JIOAUIIKY OCKOPOUIN MEHS, OCMESIN, U S [OJIXKEH UX TOIafAUTh? 3a Moe
MUJIOCEPANE U NONTOTEPIeHNe Bbl NOIKHBL ObUIM OB II0JI3aTh IIEPEN0 MHOM Ha KOJIEHSIX,
3axJ1e0BIBasCh OT IPU3HATENIBHOCTU. BEI e 3HaeTe, YTO 1 MOT OPOCUTD UX B TIOPbMY... UJIU €1Ile
xyxe!

— W TeM OKOHYATEIBLHO IIOOPBATh Bally penyranuo? [laBaiiTe xKe! Bel U3 0CTOPOXKHOCTH He
OCMEJIUINCh HAaHECTH UM 00Jiee JKEeCTOKUM yiap ¥ XOTUTE OTHIIPaThCS Ha MHE, IIOTOMY 4TO,
mpepdiaras KapeTy MOEMY KPeCTHOMY OTIY, s TEM CaMbIM BhIpa3uila HECOrlaChe C 9TOM MEeJI0YHOU
MEeCThI0!

JI:000IBITCTBO Ha KAKOM-TO MOMEHT 0Ka3aJ0Ch CUJIbHEe MMIIEPATOPCKOI'0 THEBA.

— Balmr KpecTHBIU? ITOT UTaNbsIHEel] KapauHan?..
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— He Gompine utanbsHelr, yeM 5. Ero 30ByT I'otke fe [lla3ewt, kapauHan ge Can-JIopeHIo. OH Moi
KPECTHHIH oTell, ¥ s 00s53aHa eMy KU3HbI0, 100 3TO OH CITaC MEHS OT PEBOTIOIMOHHON YyepHU. OKa3aB
€My IIOMOIIIb, 51 TOJIbKO MCIIOJITHUJIa CBOM HOJIT.

— Moxet 6biTh! Ho MO¥ gonT — rpoMuUTh TI00RIX HUCIIPOBEpPraTesiel, 3aCTaBUTh YBaXKaTh MOU TPOH,
Moux 0nu3kux. Moy 6pak! A Tpebyio, YTOOH BBl HEMEIEHHO ITOIPOCUIH IIPOIIEHUS Y HOT
MMIIEPATPHUIIHL.

BrI3BaHHAas €ro cjoBaMu B BOoOpaXkeHur MapuaHHB KapTUHA IIPUBEJIA ee B He MEHBIITYIO SPOCTh.

— He paccuuThiBaliTe Ha 3TO! — CyX0 OTYeKaHHUIa OHAa. — MoxkeTe OPOCUTH MEHS B TIOPbMY UITH
OTIIPABUTD Ha 311ad0T, eCIx BaM YIOOHO, HO TaKO¥ HU3KOM ITOKOPHOCTH BaM He MOOUTHCS OT MEHS
HUKOTTA, BH CIIBIINIKTE, HUKOTAA! f Y HOT 3TOM KEHIIUHEL..

[Ipeo6GpakeHHast THEBOM, ITPEBPATUBILASCS B 6J1aTOPOAHYI0 MATEXKHUILY, OHA TEeTepPhb BO3BHIIIAIACh
Hafl HUM, BHICOKOMEPHas, UCIIOJTHEHHAs Tpe3peHus... HecrmocoOHbIN BEIHECTH BUL 9TOM CTATYH.
Hamoneon, o6e3ymeB 0T 37110051, TPyO0 cXBaTUI pyKy MapuaHHH U CTajl €e BHIBOPaurBaTh, BEI3BaB Y
MOJIOJIOM JKEHIIUHBI KPUK O0JIH.

— Ceiiuac BH IIOJI3KOM OTIIPABUTECh MOJIUTH O IIPOIIEHNH, KaJikas cymacuienmias! [leiCTBUTENBHO, S
OB 1IpaB, BBl O€3yMHEIL.

OH nBITaNICs IOBAJIUTh €€ Ha IOJI. HpeBO3MOI"aH 00J1b 1 CTapPasdACh yOepZKaTbCAd Ha HOT'aX, MapHaHHa
3aKpH4dalia:

— Besymua? [la, s Oe3ymHa... BepHee, Oblsia eio!.. BeayMHa, moToMy 4To Tak Bac nmobumna! besymHa,
TIOTOMY 4TO TakK B Bac Bepusa! Tak Bepusa B Baury 1t000Bs! Ho oHa 0Ka3anack TOJIBKO CIIOBAMH,
paccesiBmmMcst geiMoM! Baitia 11i060Bb IepKUTCS IO TIEPBO# BCTPeUHOM. [10CTaTOYHO OBLIO0
TI0KA3aThCs 3TOM KPaCHOJIULIEN TOJICTyXe, YTOOHI BEl CTalIM ee paboM, BHL... BIaCTeNIuH EBDOIH,
Opel... y HOT TenKu! A s Bce 3TO BpeMs CTpafiaia Mojida, u60 Bepuia BamuM cioBaM! ITomuTuyecKui
Opax... B TO BpeMsl, Kak BHI IIepe]] BCeMU BLICTABJISAIM HallOKa3 HEJOCTOMHYIO TI000Bh, KOTOpas
Tep3aeT MeHs U youBaeT! Bel 4OCTaTOYHO HaCMeSIIACh Halo MHO¥! B 0fHOM BHI IIpaBHL: g Oblila
6e3yMHOM... ¥ 0CTAIOCh €10, pas... HECMOTPS HU Ha YTO, MIPOO0JIZKal0 JIIoOUTh Bac. XOT4... 51 Tak
xoTesna Obl Bac HeHaBUugeTh. O ma, HEHABUIETh, KaK U MHOTUe pyrue!

Torma Bce 65110 OB TeTKO! Tak yOMBUTENBHO JIETKO...

[ToGexneHHast OTHOBPEMEHHO U TOpeM, U 60JIbI0 B UCTEP3aHHOM pPyKe, OHa B KOHIIE KOHIIOB yIIasa.
CTpeMuTenbHO, KakK B 'PO30BOM IeHb BHE3AIHEINA MOXKIb IPOPHEIBAET BCKIIOKOYEHHOE He6Oo, OHa
PYXHYJIa Ha KOBEP, COTPSICAsiCh OT KOHBYILCUBHEIX PHITaHMM. Bce OBIIO KOHYEHO, OHA BCe CKal3asa U
Telepb CMUPEHHO XK[aJla PacIlIaTHL.

CTpalrHslil THEB, KOTOPHIH MTOOHST ee Hafl co00¥ U IO3BOJKI OPOCUTD C TaKOM 6e3yMHOM HeP30CThIO
BBI30B €€ TIOBEJIUTEIT0, HAKOHEIl UCYe3, OCTAaBUB Iocie cebss 6ECKOHEUHYIO TIeYarlb.

PaBHOOyIUIHAS K TOMY, YTO TeIlepb MOXKET C Helo Tpou30MTH, MapuaHHa peigalia Ha pyrHaX pa30ouToi
TI00BH.

CTos1 B HECKOJIBKUX ITIarax OT Hee. HamoieoH mocMaTpuBall Ha CKOPYUBIIYIOCS Toty0yio ¢ cepeOpoM
GUTYPKY U CIyIIa ee pelgaHusl, HallOMUHABIINE eMy CTOHBI CMEPTENIbHO PaHEHHOW JIaHMU.

MoxeT ObITh, OH 00IyMBIBaJI, KaKOe MMPUHSTH PellleHue, NN JKe IIBITAJICS BOCKPECUTDh B cebe THEB
mepen JIUIOM 3THUX CTPaflaHKM, 9TOTO Kpu3uca JII00BU, TOTOBOM IEPEUTH B HEHABUCTD.
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B03MO0KHO TakXke, YTO OH, UMEBIIUY TAWHYIO CKJIOHHOCTH K ApaMaTU3MYy, CMAaKOBaJl IPEJIeCTh 3TOM
HEWCTOBOM CIIEHBI, KOTTIa BAPYT [BEPb OTBOPHUIIACE, IIPOIYCKast OKPYTIYI0 PO30BYIO GUTYDY.
[Tocneianuch 3ByKY MOUTH OETCKOT0 I'0JI0Ca, IIPOXHEIKABIIETO C CUJIbHBIM HEMEIKUM aKI[eHTOM:

— Hamna!.. Uto BH menaete?.. { cky4ato 6e3 MOl 0YeHb CepauTHIM Bo3mobnenusit! Moem, HaHa.

OTOT rojyoc 00XKer mexalnyo MapraHHy, KakK KUCJIOTa paHy. [10MymOgHSABIIMCH, OHA C U3YMIIEHUEM
B3TJISIHYJIa HA H04b ['abcOypros, KOTOpasi UCIIYyTaHHO pas3TIsiAbiBaia ee, 6opMoyYa:

— O! Bu HeMHOXKKO IOOMIb 3TOT YIPSAMBIY XKeHIHa, Hana?

— Her, Jlyusa, 4... He 6un ee! OcTaBbTe MEHS Ha MUHYTKY, MOe CepAedKo, 5 MpUAy K BaM... [Tpormry
Bac! Ungure!

C Mmasio mogxofuBIIei K eT0 OCYHYBIIEMYCS JIUITY YIBIOKOM OH YYTHBO IIPOBOAMII €€ OO OBEPU U
I0IIeJI0Ba PYKYy, 663 COMHEHUs, CTECHSISICh 3TOT'0 B3PhIBAa MEIIAHCKOM (HaMHUIbSIPHOCTH, KOTOPas
BEeIPOM XOJIOAHOM BObI BBUIMJIACh HAa OTOHb TParu4eckKou CueHbl. YTo XKe KacaeTcsa MapuaHHBI, OHa
ciuImkoM obeccuiena, 4ToOB Jaxe MomyMaTh MogHAThCsA. Hana! OHa Ha3wBaeT ero Haua! OT 3Toro
MOKHO OBIJIO CMESITLCS [0 CJie3, eciu Okl MapraHHa CMOTJIa PaCCMESIThCS. ..

CHOBa OHM OCTa/lHUCh OOHU. IMIIepaTOp MeAJIeHHO TOAoIIes K cBoeMy 0iopo. OH [JbILIAN TSIXKeIo, C
3aMEeTHBIM TPYLOM.

OOpalieHHbIM K MapraHHe B3I CUSJI ITyCTOTOM, CJIOBHO OTXJIBIHYBILKY T'HEB YHEC ¢ co00ii Bce
ocTajbHBEIe 4yBCTBa. O0€UMU PyKaMHU OH OIEePCs O TAXKEIYIO CTOJIEIIHUIY ¥ IIOHUK T'OJIOBO.

— BcTanb, — CKa3as OH IJIyXO.

CHOBa BHIIIPSIMUBIIKCH, OH TIOCMOTPEJI Ha MOJIOAYIO XKEHIIUHY C HEOXKHUIAaHHON HeXKHOCTBIO, 3aTeM,
KOT'7Ia, YIUBJIEHHAS 3TUM YyOECHBIM BO3BpPAIllEHWEM K HHTUMHOMY «ThI», OHA MTPUOTKPEIIA POT, OH
CTPEMUTENILHO f00aBuII OcTie TTy00KOT0 B3[oxa:

— Her... He roBopu HU4Yero! BomnbIlle He TOBOPU HUYETO.

He Hamo, HUKOTrOa He HaIo BLIBOOUTEL MeHd U3 cebsd, KaK Thl Cefuac cruejajia. 9To omacHo. ... Mor
yOuTh TeOs ¥ IIOTOM KaJeTh BCIO XKU3Hb. [IoTOMY 4TO... Haxe eciu Tebe B 3TO TPYIAHO ITOBEPHUTD... S
mo0:io Tebs1, Kak u nmpexkpe!.. ECTh Belu, KOTOPHIE THl HE MOXKEIIh ITOHSTH!

OueHb Me[JIEHHO, C TaKUM TPYZOM, CIIOBHO OHA BhIJepzKaja 02KeCTOUYEHHYI0 PyKOIalIHYo,
MapuaHHa nogHsanach. Ho oHa BEIHyXKIeHa OblJla CXBATUTHCS 3a KYIIETKY, 100 BCe KPYXKHUIIOCh
BOKpYT Hee. He OBIJIO HU OOHOMU KJIETOYKM B €€ Tejle, KoTopas He IpuunHsia Ol et 601b. TeM He
MeHee OHa XOTella IoJoUuTH K HaroseoHy, HO OH XKeCTOM yfepxXKall ee.

— Hert! He npu6nuxkatics ko MHe! Capb u niocTapaiicst npuité B ce0s1. TOTbKO YTO MBI OBUIM Ha MIYTH
K TOMY, 4TOOB HAHECTH OPYT APYTY HEMOoIpPaBUMBIN Bpef, He Tak u? Hamo 3a0wITh Bce 3T0. Crymaii,
3aBTpa g nokupar Ilapux u eny B KomnbeH. OTTyza B KOHIIE MecCsIa s OTIIPaB/IOCh B CEBEPHEIE
IIPOBUHLIMU. ¢l NOJIXKEH [T0Ka3aTh MO0 XKe... UMIIepaTPULy CBOEMY HapOLy. ITO IIO3BOJIUT HAM
3a0bITh... ¥ TJIABHOE, SI CMOTY He BHICHITIaTh T€OS MOfAabIlle, YTO S NOMXKeH OblsI OBl CoesaTh,
OCTaBasiCh 3[IEeCh... Terneps g mokumaio Teds1. Ilocumu 3meck HeMHOT0. KoHCTaH npumeT 3a To00M u
yCafuT B KapeTy.

Ha YOUBIIEHUE TAXKEJIBIMU IIaraMi OH HAalIPDABUJICA K OBEPH.
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C monHBIMU CJie3 Tr7la3aMu MapuaHHa HEIOOBIACTHEIM el OBUKEHUEM MPOTSHYIa K HEMY PYKH,
TIBITASsICh YOepkKaTth. [Ipo3ByUas ee Tonoc, TUXUH, YMOJISIOLIHH:

— — Twl mpotmaels MeHs? 4 He mogyMaria...

— Tl 3Haems TPeKpacHo, YTO Kaxkaoe CBOe CI0BO o0fyMasia 3apaHee, HO 51 UxX Tebe IPOCTH, U0 ThI
Ovuta mpaBa. Ho He mpubmnuxkatrics Ko MHe. Ecniu 1 KOCHYCB Te0s1, 9TUM 5 BEIKaXy HeyBaXKeHUe
uMmneparpuue! ITo3xe Mel CHOBa yBUAUMCS!

Ha aTtoT pa3 oH ORICTPO BhIIIEN, U MapuaHHa, OLIyIllas MyCTOTY B CEpPAIle U TOJI0BE, IPUCeia MPOTUB
orus. E¥l BOPyT CTaso X0I0[HO, Y2KacHO XOJIOAHO... TaliHoe MpeqYyBCTBUE TTOACKA3kIBAI0 €, YTO
IIPOILIJIOTO Y2Ke He BepPHYTh. PeanbHOCTHIO OCTaBajlach po3oBad Iiynas 6aba, peasbHOCThIO OBIITN
TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aHHBIE CJIOBA... CJIOBA, 3@ KOTOPLIMHU MOCTIEAYET ero 0The3 1 MojtyaHue. OnacHoe
MosryaHue. C MyYHUTENIbHBIM COXKaJIEHUEeM BCIIOMHHUJIA OHAa O BOCXUTHUTENIbHHIX JHSAX B TpUaHOHE, Iie
MeJIK¥ie Heopa3yMeHUs U CIIOPHI TOHY/IHM B 3aKJTIOYUTEIFHOM COTJIACUM UX JTacK. Ho HUKTO B Mupe
He CMOXKeT BepHYyTh eil TpuaHoH. OTHBEIHE Y JII00BY IOSIBUTCSI TOPbKUM MTPUBKYC OOUHOYECTBA U
OTpelIeHHOCTU. BepHeTCs M1 K Hel CHOBa TO OLIYIIEeHNe OCJIETIUTEIbHOTO, YUCTOT0 CYaCThs,
HAIIOJTHSBIIIETO €€ B TeUeHHe HEeCKOJIbKUX HefleNnb? MK Haflo IPUBLIKATh OTOABATh BCe, HUYETO HE
ojIy4dasi B3aMeH?

IIBopel BOKPYT MapuaHHK Ka3ajcs MyCTEIM ¥ TUXMM, KaK B CKa304HOM CcHe. U BHe3aImHO
3a3By4aBllIre Ha MPAMOPHBIX IIMTKAX MPUONTUKAONecs mary KoHCTaHa IUTH CJIOBHO U3 TTTyOUHEL
BekoB. OHa BOPYT MOYyBCTBOBasa cebs mmoxo. Cepile 3aK0JI0TUIIOCH, BCE TEJI0 TIOKPHIIOCh
ucnapuHo#. OHa MOMbITaIach BCTATh, HO y2KaCHasl TOIIHOTa Opocuiia ee, 3adbIXalOIyIOCs, Ha3a, Ha
KymeTKy. KoHCTaH Hallen ee cMepTeIbHO 6IeMHOM, C PACIIUPUBIIMMHUCS TIa3aMH, C TPUKATEIM KO
pTy mnaTkoM. OHa pacTepsiHHO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

— ¢ He 3HAI0, YTO BAPYT CO MHOM CIIYYUIOCE... f 4yBCTBYIO cebs O0NIbHOM, TO-HACTOSIIEMY O0IbHOM!
A TOIBKO YTO... BCe OBIJIO XOPOIIIO.

— Yo BHI owgymtaeTe? Brl cunbHO OOIEIHENH.
— MeHS1 MOPO3UT, KPYKUTCS TOJI0Ba, @ 0COOEHHO, 0CO0EHHO... Y MeHS yKacHas TOLIHOTaA.

He roBops HU CJI0Ba, KaMepOWHEp 3aHscs €. OH IPHHEC 0JeKOJIOH U CMOYMIT UM BHCKH
MapuaHHe, [aJl BHIKUTh MOJKPeIUISIoIIee JeKapcTBo. TOITHOTA HCcYe3lla TaK JXXKe BHe3aIMHOo, KakK 1
TIOSIBUJIaCh. Maso-noMasy pyMsiHel BEPHYJICS Ha ee 00eCKPOBJIEHHBIE €KY, 1 MapuaHHa BCKOpPe
TI0YYBCTBOBasA Ce0s1 COBEPIIIEHHO 3[OPOBOM.

— He 3Ha10, IIpaBO, 4TO CO MHOUY IPUKJIIOYUIIOCh, — CKa3ajla OHa, ogapuB KoHCTaHa MOJTHOU
IPU3HATEILHOCTH YIBI0OKOMH. — MHe II0Ka3ajoch, UTo 1 yMUpaw. MoxKeT OBITh, CIeyeT I0Ka3aThCs
Bpayy...

— Bpauy nokasaThcsi HE00XOIUMO, MafieMya3eb, HO S He JyMalo, YTO 9TO TaK Cephe3HO.
— YTO0 BHI XOTUTE CKA3aTh?

KoHcTaHn TiiatensHo cobpas npuHeceHHbIe candeTKy U (pIaKOHE, 3aTeM JTaCKOBO YIRIOHYIICS, XOTS U
C OTTEHKOM I'PYCTH.

— JIOCTOWHO BeIMYaullero coxkajaeHus, YTO MafieMya3ejib POAusIach He Ha CTyIeHAX TPOHA, 4TO
I03BOJIKJIO OBl HaM u36exkKaTh 3TOT0 aBCTPUMCKOro Opaka, KOTOPHIN, HA MOM B3TJIsA, HaM HU K ueMy!
Tem He MeHee 51 HafielOCh, YTO Y Bac OyOeT Malb4HuK. ITO NOCTAaBUT YOOBOJILCTBUE UMIIEPATOPY.
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I'maBa VI. IOT'OBOP

CroenaHHOE OTKPHITHE OIIEIOMUJIO MapraHHy U Cpa3y IIPUOalio el CMeJIOCTH, HalloJIHUB ee
HeoOBIYalHBEIM OIIyIIleHreM TopzKecTBa. OHa He Obllla HACTOILKO HaWBHA, YTOORI IPEAIIONO0XKUTD, UTO
ee 6epeMeHHOCTb, CITy4HCh OHAa HAa HECKOJIbKO MecCsIIeB PaHbllle, MOTIJIa IIOMeIaTh OpaKy C
ABcTpusTuKoOii: mocyie Barpama HanosneoH y3Has, yTo Mapus BaneBcKkast HOCUT IOf cepanieM pebeHKa
OT Hero, Ho HU4Yero He U3MeHun0Ch. OH Mor OBl XKeHUTHCS Ha MOJISTYKe, KOTOPYIO JII0OUI Toraa 1
KoTopast Oblyla U3 3HATHOU ceMbu. OTHAKO OH He UMeJI IIpaBa CclenaTh 3To, n00, Kak ¥ caMa
MapuaHnHa, Ipu BCEM CBOoeM 0naropofcTBe, Mapusi He Obljla IPUHIIECCOM, TO €CTh HEIOCTATOYHO
YHUCTOU KPOBHU [IJIT OCHOBaHMSA AUHAcTUX. Ho MapraHHa UCIIBITHBAJA YIUBUTEIBHYI0, HEMHOTO
MY4UTEIbHYI0 PagOCThb IIPXA MBICIIA O TOM, YTO UMIIEPATOPCKasi KPOBh yKe IMyCTUIa POCTKH B CAMOU
IIOTaeHHOW T'Ty0MHE ee eCTECTBa, B TO BpeMs Kak HarosieoH mpuiaraet Bce YCUIUS, YTOOH
OTLJIOOTBOPUTE IIYXJIOE TEJI0 CBOeN BEHKH U MONIYYUTDb CTOMb KeJIaHHOTO HaclleIHUKa.

Yro ObI OH HU HejIajl TeIephb, OH OCTAETCS CBI3aHHBIM C Hel, MapraHHOM, y3aMHu IIJIOTH U KPOBH,
KOTOPHIE HUUTO HEe MOXKET YHUUTOXKUTL. HUYTO He 3aCTaBUT TakKXKe MOOJIEKHYThH UCIBITHIBAEMYIO €10
pamocTh, BO30YKAAIONIIYI0 U TEITYI0, HOCUTE B cebe «ero» pebeHKa, faXkKe IMOpUIlaHue Uu
OCYyXKMeHNe, KOTOPHIM ITOIBEPTaIuCh MaTepu 6e3 MyxKel. Pagu 3ToM HE3PUMOU IJIOTH, IIOTUXOHBKY
pas3BUBAIOIIENCS B Hel, MapuaHHa yKe 4yBCTBOBasia cebsi TOTOBOM MMPOTHUBOCTOSITh TPeHEOPEeKEHHIO,
repecynaM U KOCBIM B3TJISIIaM.

OTu MBICNIM TTOAEPKUBAIY ee [0 NpuObITUs Ha ynuny lllanysH, re el mpencTosia, moxanyi, oqHa
13 CaMBIX CYPOBBIX B €€ KM3HU OaTanuid.

OHa CIWIIKOM XOPOIIO 3Hala HEMCKOPEHUMBIN POSITTU3M ee KPECTHOTO, er0 HPaBCTBEHHYIO YUCTOTY U
CTPOTOCTH €T0 IMYHOTO KOIeKCa YecTH, YTOOH He YyBCTBOBATh, UTO €€ UCIIOBEMb COMEPKUT CITUIITKOM
TSITOCTHBIE MOMEHTHI, €CJIM TOJIBKO OH COTJIACHTCS BHICIIYILIATH €€ 40 KOHIIa.

Vnura [lany2H B 3TOT MO3MHUM Yac OblJla TEMHOM, TOJIBKO HaJl JOPOTOM CBETUIUCEH ABE JIAMIIH,
IIOfBELIIeHHBIE Ha IIPOTSAHYTHIX OT IoMa K oMy KaHaTaX. OKOBaHHEIE XKeJIe30M KoJieca KapeThl
rpeMest 10 KPYIHEIM OyNIbIKHAKAM, 110 MeHbIllel Mepe BpeMeH ['eHpuxa IV, MOKpHEIBaBIIUM JOPOTY
MeX[Oy OBYMS psifaMyi OTPOMHBIX 3MaHWM, TAMHCTBEHHBIX ¥ MOJTYANIUBLIX 3a UX 3apelleYeHHbBIMU
OKHaMH, TTe o0uTanu KaHOHUKY KamuTyna Hotp-Ilam. [IBoitHast TeHb COOOPHEIX OalleH
IIPOCTHPAaach Hafl CTapbIMU KPHILIAMHU, elrle 60JIbllle CTyIlasi TEeMHOTY HOYH.

B oTBeT Ha yuTHBEIY BOmpoc I'pakxa-I'anHnOana BCTPeTUBLUINKCS ab0aT yKa3an KUJIUIIE MITpa [Ie
Bpioitapa, 1eTKO OTANYUMOE OT APYTUX Graromapsi BHICOKOM YeTHIPeXyTroibHOM OalllHe,
BO3BHIIIABIIENCS B €T0 iBope. K ToMy ke 3T0 OblJI ONUH U3 HEMHOTHX IOMOB, B KOTOPHIX TOPEJT CBET.
KaHOHWKY paHO JOXKUINCH CIIaTh, YTO IPEJOCTaBIISAI0 CBOOOAY AENCTBUS CKBEPHBIM ITOJIPOCTKAM,
KOTOpbIE HAaBOMHSIIM CTaphle yaullbl CuTe, YTOOB 3aHUMATHCS COMHUTELHBIM ITPOMBICIIOM.

K 6OJIbL[IOMy YOUBIIEHUIO MapI/IaHHbI, B TOM€ KaHOHHMKA He OINYIIAJICA 3allaX OCTHIBIIETO BOCKa U
cTapoi 6yMaru, KOTOPEIH, TI0 ee MHEHUIO, OB 0013aTENTbHOM IPUHA/IIEXKHOCTHIO KUIHIIA
LIePKOBHOCTyKuUTend. Ciiyra B TEMHOU TMBpPee, HAUYTh He ITOXOAUBILINM Ha LIEPKOBHOI'O CTOPOXKa,
IIPOBEJI ee Yepes [IBa CajI0Ha CO CTAPOMOMHOM, HO OYeHb U3SIITHON 00CTAaHOBKOM 0 3aKPHITON OBEPH,
nepeq KOTOPOii IIPOXaXkKKUBaJICs C OMYIIeHHON I'0JI0BOM U 3a7I0KEHHBIMU 3a CIIUHY pyKaMmu ab0at
buireT. 3aMeTHB roCcThI0, BEPHBIM CeKpeTaph M3aa JOBOIbHEIN BO3TIIAC U IOCIENINIT K HEH, U3 Yero
MapuaHHa 3akK/II04uiIa, 4TO ee XKaajlu.

— Ero mpeocBsIeHCTBO yKe TPUK/LL CIIpallliBajl, IIpuexanu 11 Bel. OH B 0OJIBIIIOM HeTepreHuu! ..
Io Tako# CTEMEHU, YTO He MOXKET BHIHOCUTE Yhe-Ti00 MPUCYTCTBUE, JaXKe MOe.
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«0Oco6eHHO TBOE», — moAyMasia MapuaHHa, KOTOpPasi, CO CBOEH CTOPOHHI, He CMOTJIa OBl BEIIEPKATh U
YeTBEPTb Yaca NMPUCYTCTBHUE YCITYXKIUBOTO abbaTa.

— 3HaeTte, — qo6aBun bullleT TPOHUKHOBEHHO, — MBI BEIHYKIE€HBI TOKUHYTH [Tapux [0 paccBeTa!
— Kak? Yxke? Ho KpecTHHIN HUYETr0 He CKa3asl MHe 00 3TOM.

— Ero nmpeocBsIIeHCTBO ellle He 3HaJl. YKe Be4epOM MUHUCTP I10 IIePKOBHBIM [IeJlaM TOCIIOouH Buro
ne IlpeaMeHe MOCTaBUII HAC B U3BECTHOCTH, UTO HAIlle IPUCYTCTBHUE B CTOJIUIIE HE SBISETCS
JKeJaTeTbHBIM U MBI JOJIKHBI yeXaTh.

— Ho kyga?

— B PelimMc, Kyfa... TM... CTOHSIOT CTPOIITUBBIX YJIEHOB PUMCKOM Kypuu! 3To 00JIbIIOe HECYACThe U
BeJIMYaKIas HeCIIPaBeIuBOCTE. [1efCTBUTENIbHO, HACTYIIU/IN allOKATUIICUYeCcKue BpeMeHa ...

MapuaHHe He yOanoch HOCIyIIaTh 0 KOHIIA MpOpoYecKue cioBa abbaTa buirera, Tak Kak [IBepb,
niepeq KOTOPOU IIesI 9TOT MHTEPECHBIA PA3roBOP, B 3TOT MOMEHT OTBOPHIIACH, U MTOKA3aCs
Kap[KHaJl, Ha 3TOT pa3 ropasno 0osbllle HanmoMuHaBmui ab6arta fe [la3es: ero CKPOMHBIN YEPHBIN
KOCTIOM OBIJT MEHEe 3JIeTaHTeH, YeM JIUBPes CIIYTH.

— Bumert! — ckasan oH CcTporo. — f1 {OCTAaTOYHO B3POCIIbIM U MOTY CaM COOBIIUTH MOEN KPECTHUIIE O
CBOUX HecdacThsX. HampacHo 60ITOBHEN B 3afiepKuBaeTe Hac. 2KMBO UANTE Ha KYXHIO U
IPUKaXUTE IPUTOTOBUTE Kode, mobobire u nmokpende! M He OeCIIOKONTe MEHS, IIOKa MITP [Ie
Bproitap He ckaxeT BaM, YTO OH 'OTOB. Bxomgu, Most MaleHbKas.

[TocnepnHue c0Ba, ECTECTBEHHO, afipecoBaluchk MapuaHHe, KOTOpasi Mpoliyia B HeOOJIBIIIYI0, HO
YIOTHYI0 OUOIMOTEKY, TTle CBETIIbie ITaHe M, POCKOIIHbIE TIEPETJIET U CBeXKKe KOBpH U3 boBa He
Oonbille OTOaBaly IIEPKOBHEIM IYXOM, YeM TO, UTO OHa yxXKe yBHupena. Hajg ceKpeTepoM 04eHb
KpacuBas Mojiofas KeHIIMHa yasi0anach ¢ IyKaBhIM BUIOM C IIOPTPeTa B OBAJIbHOM 30JI0TOM paMKe
MeXIy OBYMS II030JI0YeHHBIMY OPOH30BLHIME KaHAens10paMu, a HajJl KaMUHOM IoHBIH JIlogoBuk XV B
KOPOHAIIMOHHOM KOCTIOME 03apsijl BCI0 KOMHATY rojly0M3HON KOPOJIEBCKOM MaHTHHU.

Bups, uTo MapuaHHa C HEKOTOPEIM YOUBJIEHUEM pacCMaTPUBAET 3TOT IIOPTPET, KapAUHal
YIIBIOHYJICS.

— Kanonuk ne bpioiiap — BHeOpauHbIM CHIH JItogoBuKa XV ¥ IpeKpacHOM HaMbl, Yel IOPTPET THI
BUpUIIb. OTCIOOa ¥ IOPTPET KOPOJIsi, KOTOPHIM Telleph HE YaCTO BCTPETHUILb B MAPUKCKHX CaJIOHAaX.
Ho ocTaBuM 3TO U NpUCaXKUBaNCs y OrHs, YTOOH g nyydine Te0s Bumen. C Tex mop Kak s CerofHs
paccrarncs ¢ To0OH, 51 He IepecTaBal JyMaThb 0 Tebe, IIBITaICS MOHAThH, KaKUM YyOOM Thl OKa3aach B
[Tapuxke 1 Kak Thl, OTHaHHAS MHOM B CyIIPyT¥ aHTJIM4YaHUHY, BCTPETUIaCh MHE BO OBOpe TIOuIbpu B
00I1IeCcTBe KaKOTr0-TO aBCTPHHIIA.

MapuraHHa BEIMyYeHHO yIeIOHYMack. HacTynmun caMeét TpyoHBIM MOoMeHT. OHa peluusa 6e3
MaJIeUIINX YBEPTOK UATH HaBCTPedy OMTacHOCTH, faXe He HaflesiCh Ha COMleMCTBIE BOCTIOMUHAHUY,
TAKWX JOPOTHX, YTO MOHCeHbOp fe [lla3eil He TPEMUHET B HUX MOT'PY3UTHCS.

— He neITaiiTeck, MOPOro¥ KPeCTHEIM, BE HE CMOTIH OBl MTOHAThL. Kakoit Obly1a MOS KU3HB C TOT'O
MOMEHTA, KaK MBI PaCCTa/IMCh, HU Bbl, HA KTO-HUOYIb APYro¥ He cMOT Obl cebe MPeCcTaBUTh.
OTKpPOBEHHO I'OBOPSI, MHOTHA S CIIPalIuBaio ceOsi: He OBITIO JIM BCe, YTO 5 IIepeXuIa, IPOoCTO
HaBaXX[eHNEM WIN YbeH-TO UCTOPHEH, KOTOPYI0 MHEe paccKa3aiu?

— YTo TH X0Uellb CKa3aTh? — CIIPOCHUJI KapAuHaJ, IPUABUTas CBOe Kpecyo nobnuxe K MapuaHHe. —
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91 He UMeJT HUKAKUX COOOIeHUH U3 AHTJINY II0CJIe TBOEH CBaALOHL.
— Torga... BEI HUYEro He 3HaeTe... aOCOIIOTHO HUYero?
— IIa HeT XKe, yBepsiio Te6s. [Ipexne BCero CKaxkHu, Toe TBOM MyXK?

— Het, — xuBo0 npepsaa ero Mapuansa, — [Ipoiy Bac, 103B0JIbTe MHE pacCKa3aTh... 10 — CBOEMY,
KakK g CMOry. 9TO TaK TPYZHO.

— Tpymuo? A cuyutan, yrto Tebe HUKOTTa He IPUAETCS CTONKHYTHCSA C TPYAHOCTSIMU.

— IloxanyiicTta, He IpeprIBaTe MEeHS. Brl ceiyac IoOMMeTe, 4TOo 51 X04y CKa3aTb. KpeCcTHBIN. ..
0CcoOHSK O'AccenbHa MPUHAAIEKUT MHe. Ero momapun MHe uMmepaTop. f... Ta caMas eBuIla U3
Omepsl, 0 KOTOPOX BH HeJaBHO YIIOMUHAIIH.

— Kak?

[TopaxkeHHBIN HEOXKUIAaHHOCTHIO, KapAKrHan BcTasl. C ero HEKPaCUBOTO JIMIla BHE3AITHO UCUE3]TU
Clennl 0XKUBIIeHUS, faxe XKu3Hu. OHO IPEBPATUIIOCh B CEPYI0 KAMEHHYI0 MacCKy 0e3 BCSIKOTO
BeIpazkeHusi. Ho, HeCMOTPST Ha HaHECEHHKIM eMy yoap, MapuaHHa MO4YyBCTBOBajia 00Ier4eHue.
CaMoe TpyQmHOE CKa3aHOo.

KapJII/IHaJI MOJI4d HAIIPABUJICA K yT'JIy KOMHATEI, Ha 00uTOH! KPaCHBIM 6&pX&TOM II0aOCTaBKe IIOKOUJIOCH
pacmsTye U3 CIIOHOBOM KOCTH, U ITOCTOSITI HEKOTOPOE BpeMs Iepel HUM, He TIPEKJIOHSST KONEHHU H,
BUOUMO, He o0palrasich C MOJIMTBOM K BCeBHIIIHEMY, HO, KOT/Ia OH ITOBEPHYJICS ¥ CHOBA IOJOIIENT K
MapuaHHe, TUII0 ero MProOpPeso ecTeCTBeHHbIH IBeT. OH 3aHS/ CBOe MECTO B KpPecje U, BO3MOXKHO,
4yTOOBI He BUAETh KPECTHUIY, IIPUABUHYJICS K OTHIO, IIPOTSIHYJ K HEMY OJiefIHbIe PYKH.

— Paccka3swiBali, — CKa3as OH TUX0. — f OyAy CayinaTh 0o KOHIIQ, He pephIBas.
Torma MapuaHHa Hayasa JOJIroe MOBECTBOBAHUE...

[TosiBneHue 6eccTpacTHOrO CIAYyTH € Kode B COIPOBOKIEHUN SIBHO CTOPAIOIIETo OT JII000MIBITCTBA
ab6arta bBuiera TOUHO COBIIAJIO C IIOCTENHUMHU CJI0BaMu MapraHHEL. BepHbI cBoeMY 00€IIaHuUIo,
KapAWHAaT 3a BCe BpeMs He IIPOPOHUII HU CJI0Ba, XOTS ¥ HEOOHOKPATHO IIPUBCTaBAll B Kpecle. Teneps
OH C IPU3HATENBHOCTHI0 CMOTPETI Ha IOOHOC C Kode, BULA B HEM XKeJTaHHYI0 Pa3BA3Ky [I0CTIe JONITr0ro
HalIpA2KEHN .

— OcrTaBbTe 3TO, buiner, — ckasan oH ab0aTy, KOTOPHI XOTeJl HallOJIHUTh Yalllku, 0€3yCI0BHO,
4yTOOBI JOJIbIIIE 3aflepKaThCs. — MEI caMu TToyXazkuBaeM 3a Co00.

PazouapoBanHbIH a00aT MOKOpHO ucues. Teneps ['oThe me Ila3edt obpaTuncs K MapuaHHe:
— Kak maBHO THI He TOTOBHMJIa MHe HU 4alo, HU Kode.
Haperocs, TH HEe pa3y4usnach?

C rna3aMu, BHE3AIHO HATIOTHUBIIMMUCS CJI€3aMU IIPY 3TOM 3aMedYaHUH, KOTOPOe Cpa3y BEPHYJIO e
IeTCTBO U €e MeCTO B JIOHEe CeMbH, OHa HAllpaBUJIach K MaJIeHbKOMY CTOJIMKY, CHsilIa ¥ 6pocuiia B
YTOJI IepYaTKU U CTajla TOTOBUTH apOMATHHIM HAalMTOK. YIeIMB BCce BHUMaHKE TOMY, YTO OHA [efana,
OHa He cMOTpesa Ha KpecTHoro. O6a XxpaHWIX MoTdyaHue. TOIBKO ITOfaBasi EMy YalllKy, OHa
OCMEJIUIIaCh CIIPOCHUTD:

— BBI... HE 0YEeHb CTPOTO OCYXKOAeTe MEHS?
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— 41 He cumuTal cebs BIpaBe cHenaTh 9T0. MHe He HPABUIIUCh HU Ta cBafgbba, HU mopa Kpanwmep... u
g yexas. Temepb s BUXKY, YTO MHE CJIEIOBAJI0 OCTAThCS U M03ab60TUTHCS 0 Tebe, BMECTO TOT'O YTOOKI
nokuHyTh Te0s. Ho... Bor, BuguMo, He XOTeJ 3TOT0, Pa3 BCEro HECKOIbKO MUHYT He XBAaTHUIIO HaM,
4yTOOBI BCTPETUTHCS Ha HabepexkHOoi B [InuMyTe U Bce U3MeHUTE. Y Tebst He Ob10 BeIOOpa. ThI
momxHa OblTa CIIeIOBaTh BEJIEHUIO CyOb0OBI, ¥ B TOM, YTO ITPOU3OIIIO, ECTh MO U MOeH BUHEHL.. Her,
B CAMOM fiefie, ST He UMeI0 ITpaBa Ha MaJIelIIui yIIpek B TBOU afpec, u060 3TO 3HAYUIIO OBl YIPEKHYTh
Te0s1 3a TO, YTO THI yIiesena!l

— Torma moMoruTe MHe, KpeCcTHEHIH, n30aBbTe MeHs 0T ®paHcuca Kpaumepa!
— H36aButh? Kakum xe oOpa3oM s chenai 9T0?

— Jlopn KpaHMep HUKOTa He IIpUKacacs Ko MHe. Moe CynpyeCcTBO (pUKTHUBHOE, a CYIIpyT —
HeJoCTOUHBIN. [Jo6eliTeCch y CBATOTO OTIa, YTOOH OH pacTopr Mo O6pak, YTOOLI 9TOT YeJIOBEK He
nMeJl 00JIbIlle HUKAKUX IIpaB Ha MeH4... [IycTh s CHOBa CTaHy caMa co0o¥ 1 3a0yay O CyIl[eCTBOBaHUHU
noppa Kpanmepa.

— A 0H CMOXEeT Tak JIeTKO 3a0LITE 0 Tehe?.

— 9T0 He OymeT UMeTh HUKAKOT0 3HaYEHUSI C MOMEeHTa, KOTa pa30pBYTCS y3Hl, ellle CBSI3bIBAIOIINe
MeHs ¢ HUM. OcBoOomuTe MeHsI, KpeCcTHEHIHM! f X0uy CHOBa cTaTh MapuaHHOM ['AccenbHal

OT3BYyK IIOCTIEIHUX CJIOB ellle JOJIr0 BUTAaJl B KOMHaTe. KapauHasn Moida fonui Kode, IoCTaBUI
YalIKy, 3aTeM IOTPY3WICS B CO3epliaHie CBOMX MepelIeTeHHEIX nanbiieB. O0eCIoKOeHHas
MapuraHHa He IpepHIBajia ero Pa3MHIIIIEHUS, C OONBIIUM TPYLOM COEPKUBAs Tep3aBllee ee CEPAlle
HeTepreHue. [loueMy oH KonebeTcs faTh el 0TBeT? YTO B3BEIINBAET OH B INTyOMHE 3TOTO
MOJIYaHUA?

HakoHell OHa CHOBA yBHUJesa ero rojay0nie riia3a, 3aKpPHLIThHE BCe 3TH [OITHE MTHOBEHUS BeKaMH, HO B
HUX OBIJIO CTOJIBKO ITedasy, YTo MapraHHa B3POTHYIIA.

— Tt mpocuns MeHs T0M0o4Yb Tebe BHOBb 06pecTu cBoGOIy, MapraHHa, HO He IJIst TOro, YTOOH CTaTh
coOoii. BipoueM, 3To Termepb HEBO3MOKHO, IIOTOMY YTO IIPOUCIIENIIHE B Te0e IepeMeHkl TOpa3io
3HAUYMUTEIbHEH, YeM IIPOCTO CMeHa UMEeHH.

ThI x04enrb cBoOOIbI, YT00 OBITh HE3AIITHAHHOM B I'Jla3ax 4ejloBeKa, KOTOPOI'O THI JTIOOUIIIh, ¥ C
YUCTHIM CEPALeM MpUHAAIexkRaTh eMy. C 9THM S He MOTY COTJIaCUThCS, ©0O THI CMOKEIlb OTKPHITO
JXHUTh BO Ipexe.

— Ho Bemb 9T0 HUYET0 He U3MEHUT. BceM u3BeCTHO, YTO s Bo3nmiob6aeHHas Hamoneona! — Bckpudania
MapraHHa ¢ HEKOTOPHIM BEI30BOM.

— Her. Bo3mo6nennas Hamomeona — Hekast Mapusi-CTajina, HO He o4b MapKu3a O'AccenbHa... He
3a0yxKmaics, OIUTS MOe, B Halllel ceMbe MECTO KOPOJIeBCKOM (DaBOPUTKM HUKOTTIa HE CUUTAJIOCh
nmoueTHHIM. TeM Gojiee 4TO TYT peub UAeT 0 paBOPUTKE y3ypraTopa. d HUKOT{a He I03BOJII0
COeOWHUTL UM TBOETO OTIla ¢ mMeHeM boHamapTa!

I'opeys pa3oyapoBaHUs CTajla CMEHATHCA B Oyllle MOJIOOOM KEHIIMHKI IT03biBaMu rHeBa. OHa 3Hana,
OHA BCerga 3Hajla, KaKUM HelIPUMHUPHUMBIM postaucToM 0wl ['oThe me Illa3el, HO oHa He MorJa cebe
IIPEeCTaBUTh, YTO BEPHOCTh KOPOJII0 PAaCIPOCTPAHUTCS Ha B3aMMOOTHOIIIEHHUS C HEH, eTo
KPECTHHUIIeH, KOTOPYIO OH C OeTCTBa Tak JII00UI.

— {1 pacckasaja BaM, KaK 3TOT YeJIOBeK IOCTYMU ¥ KaK OH o6pallaeTcss CO MHOU ceiydac,
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erCTHBIﬁ, — CKad3adJla OHa C I'PYCThIO, — M BHI XOTUTE, YK HE 3HAIO BO UM KaKOH IOJIUTHYECKON
MODPaJik, 3aCTaBUTh ME€HSA OCTAaBAThCA HpHKOBaHHOfI K HOI[O6HOMy OTBep}KeHHOMYI

— Hu B KoeM cnyuae. [TpocTo s xo4y, cnacas oT Kpaumepa, ciactu Tebs oT Te6s1 camoii. Tsl He
CO3[aHa, X04elllb Thl 3TOTO UJIX HET, YTOOH! CBSI3aTh CBOIO Cyanby ¢ cymb6oi HamonmeoHna mpexpe
BCero IoToMy, 4To Hu bor, H1 MopaJb, IpocTas YejloBeyecKas MopaJslb, a He TO, UTO THl Ha3blBaelllb
IIOJIUTUYECKOU MOPasIbio, He MOMYCTAT 3TOr0. Y3yplaTop UAeT K cBoel rubenu. f He m03Bo0 Tebe
noruOHyTh BMecTe ¢ HuUM. [Toobelali MHe HaBCeTfla 0TKa3aThCs OT HETOo, U 51 00513yI0Ch 4epes JBe
HeJeJld pacTOPTHYTh TBOX Opax.

— Ho 9T0 ke gyucremuii manTax! — BhIa u3 cebst MapuaHHa, TeM 0oJiee ysi3BlIeHHAs, YTO
KapOvHaJ IOBTOPUJI el, IIpaBia APYTUMHU CJI0BaMH, TO, 4TO TasjielipaH yxKe CKa3asl paHbIIIe.

— MoxeT ObITh, — CIIOKOWHO IIPU3HAJI TPEeJIaT, — HO €CJIH Th XOUelllb 00€CYECTUTh CBOE MO IMHHOE
UM, TyCTh 9TO OyOeT uMs aHTIMYaHuHa. Korma-Hubyap TH mo0Iarofapuils MeHs. ..

— He gymato! [laxxe ecnu OBl 51 X0TeJla JaTh BaM Takoe obelllaHue ¥ Jaxe ecyu Obl I coTJiacunach
COOCTBEHHOPYYHO VHUYTOKHUTD HAOIIYI0 MHE XKU3Hb JII000Bb, ST HE CMOTJIa Ol cienaTh 3To! B ele
He BCe 3HaeTe, Ballle ITPEOCBSIIEeHCTBO!

WTax, y3HauTe ke BCIO IPaBMy: 5 HOIIY IO CepaleM pe6eHKa,  3TOT peOeHOK — ero0, BhI CIIBIIIUTE,
370 pebeHok BoHamapTa.

— HecuacrtHas!.. Besymuasi!.. bonee 6e3ymHasi, 4eM HecdacTHas! M Tel cMella TOBOPUTH, YTO CHOBA
XOYellTh CTaTh MajeHbKOM MapuanHo# u3 Centona? Ho Mexnay ToO0M ¥ TBOMMH IIPeOKaMU BCTAJIO0
HeIonpaBuMoe!

Ha arot pa3 cmokoiicTBue ['otbe ge [lla3es pasneTenock BopeGe3ru oT NogoOHOT0 OTKPHITUS, a
HUYYTh He 00eCIIOKOeHHas U aXe He CMyllleHHass MapuaHHa UCIIBITHIBaIa HEYAEPKUMYIO PafoCTh
HacJlaXX[IeHUsI TOPKEeCTBOM, CJIOBHO 3TOT PeOEHOK, B ellle He0CI3aeMOM COCTOSTHUU YKPHITHIN TalHOU
ee Tejla, y&Ke MOT OTOMCTHUTH 3a TpeHeOpexKeHNe POSINCTOB M HEHAaBUCTh SMUTPAHTOB K €T0 OTLY.
JlegssHBIM TOHOM OHA 3aMeTHIa:

— MoxeT OHITh, HO 3TO T'JlaBHAs IIPUYKHA, II0UYeMy g X04y 6ecrtoBOpOTHO 0cBOGOAUTHCS OT OpaHcuca
KpanMmepa. PoxmeHHEIN OT uMIiepaTopa peOeHOK He NOoMIXKeH HOCUTDL uMs OaHmuTa! Ecnu Bel
OTKa3bIBaeTeCh pa30pBaTh Y3bl, KOTOPHIE ellle CBA3BIBAIOT MEHS C HUM, 3HaWTe, YTO 1 He OTCTYIIIIOCh
HU IIepef YeM, faxe IIepell CaMbIM XJIafHOKPOBHABIM, XOPOIIIO TIOATOTOBIEHHKIM YOUMCTBOM, YTOORI
yopats ®paHcuca Kpanmepa 13 Moel KHU3HU.

KapmuHan, goimkHO OBITh, TOYYBCTBOBAJI HEIIPEKTIOHHOCTD €€ YTPOXKAIOUIUX CJIOB, TaK KaK OH
no0jiegHesI, HO B TO K€ BPeMs B eT0 HEBO3MYTHUMOM B3TJISIfie 3aropesics HeOObYHBIN OTOHEK.
MapuaHHa IIPUTOTOBUIACH K BCIIHIIIKE THEBA, SPOCTHOMY IPOTeCTy. Ho BMECTO 3TOT0 OH I'Ty00KO
B3[IOXHYJ H... HACMEIIUBO YIRIOHYIICS.

— CaMoe yapydJaroliee BO Bcex Bac, A'AccenbHa, — 3ameTun ['oTee ge Ila3eii, — 3T0 Ball
HEBO3MOXKHBIN XapakTep.

Ecnu HemMenneHHO He YOOBJIETBOPUTEL BaAlllK KEJIaHNU, moboe XKeJlaHue, BBl HAYNHaeTe MeTaTh I'DOMEI
1 MOJIHUM U T'PDO3UTECh YHUUTOXKUTL BCEX U BCA. Xy}Ke BCero, BIIPOYEM, TO, 9YTO BEI 0OBIYHO HE TOJIBKO
JgejlaeTe 3TO, HO U UMeeTe Ha 3TO IIPaBO.

— Kak? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OLIEJIOMJIEHHAsA MapHaHHa. — Bu COBETyETE MHE...
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— OrmpaButh ®pancuca Kpaumepa K ero 6;aropogHsiM npegkaM? [1TpocTo Kak 4ejoBeK — 5 He
BO3paxaro... 1 gaxe ofo0psi0. Ho Kak CBAIEHHUK — 5 DOJXKEH OCYAUTh BCSKOe HacUue, faxe
BIIOJIHEe 3aciykeHHoe. HeT, MapuaHHa, s cKa3aj, 4To Thl IpaBa TOJBKO B TOM CMEICIIE, YTO PeOEHOK
IEeUCTBUTEILHO HE NOJIKEH HOCUTh UMS 3TOT0 HETOfss... U UCKITIIOUUTEIbHO II0OTOMY, YTO OH OymeT
TBOUM CHIHOM.

fApKult CBeT BCIBIXHYI B I'/la3ax MapraHHEI, TOYYBCTBOBaBIIeH, 4To nobema 611r3Ka.

— HTak, BH cOracHH MOoTpeboBaTh pacTop:keHus Opaka?

— He cnemm. OTBeTh TONBKO Ha OOuH Bompoc. Korga TH y3Hama o pebeHke?

— CerogHsi, — ¥ B HECKOJIbKUX CJI0OBaX OHa OIHKCalia OXBaTUBIIee ee B TIOUIbPU HEIOMOTaHUE.

— MoxXelIlb i1 Thl, — ST COJKaJIel0, YTO BRIHYKIEH KaCaThCs TAKUX MHTUMHBIX TIONPOOHOCTEH, HO
ceryac He [0 JeTUKATHOCTH, — MOXKEIIb JIX THl IPUMEPHO CKa3aTh, KOTIa MPOU3OIIIJIO 9TO
coOmITHE?..

— HO-MOGMY, He TaK JaBHO... OKOJIO MecsIla Ha3ajl, MOXeT ObITh, MEHbIIIE.

— WHTepecHBI ciocob Ois rocygaps 0XKuAaTh CBOI0 HEBECTy! — I3BUTENbHO 3aMETHJI KapAuHall. —
Ho ne Oymem nopunate. Bpems Toponur... Temneps ciyiuiait MeHSI BHUMATENIbHO U BO3[IEPXKUCH OT
BCSKUX BO3paxkeHui, nbo 1o, 4To g Tebe cKaxy, OymeT KaTeropuiyeckuM U 6e30roBOPOYHEIM
BbIpaXkeHMEM Moei Boiu. TOJIbKO TaKOM 1IeHOM s CMOTY IIOMOYb Te0Oe, He U3MEHUB MOel COBECTH U
nonry. [Tpexk[e BCET0 TH COXPAHUIIL B TalHe HOBOCTb, KOTOPYIO MHe coo01uia. Thl CIIbIIIUIIIh:
abcosoTHas TallHa B TeueHHe HEKOTOPOro BpeMeHu. 100 HUKOMM 00pa3oM HeJb3s AOMYCTUTh, YTOORI
ciyx 00 aToM pmoiten fo jgopaa Kpaumepa. OH crioco6eH BCe UCTIOPTHUTE, U C TOKOOHBIM YeJI0BEKOM
mo0ble TPeJOCTOPOKHOCTY He MUIIHU. MTakK, HU OOHOTO CJIOBa, aXke CaMbIM OJIM3KUM U3 TBOETO
OKPYXKEeHHUS.

— 4 eme HUKOMY He CKa3asa. [lanbiie?

— OcranbHBIM 3aiiMycCh 5. Yepes IBe Hellenn — BpeMs OCTAaTOYHOe, YTOOH! I BCTPETHUIICS CO CBSITHIM
otuoM B CaBoHe, — TBOU Opak OyZeT aHHYJIMPOBaH... HO B TeYeHUEe Mecsilla Thl [OJIXKHa CHOBA BHINTH
3aMy X!

MapuaHHe II0Ka3aJioCh, YTO OCJIbIIIAIACh, ¥ OHA CIIPOCHIIA:
— YTo BB cKa3anu?  III0X0 IOHsIA.
— Her, THI X0poI110 MoHsa. f cKa3as: B TeueHue MecsIla. Thl OyIellb CHOBa 3aMyXKeM.

On IIpou3HeC 3TO C TaKOM CHUJIOM, YTO OIIEeJIOM/IEeHHAs MapI/IaHHa He Hallljla JoCTOUHOro oTBeTa. OHa
OrpaHUYNJIaCh TEM, YTO HEKCTATHU HpO60pMOTaHa:

— Ho B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO HEBO3MOKHO! BEI 0THaeTe cebe OTYET B TOM, UTO TOBOpI/ITe?

— V MeHs HEeT MPUBBIYKY YIOTPEOISTL CII0BA, TOYHOTO 3HAYEHMS KOTOPHIX S HE 3HAI0, U X0Uy
HAIIOMHUTH 0 MOEM IpeaynpexROeHur: HUKAKUX Bo3paxkeHuii! TeM He MeHee s COTJIaCeH MOBTOPUTD,
HO 6e3 mapadpas: eciu TH y&Ke ¢ Mecsi] 6epeMeHHa, B CJIeTyI0IIeM MeCsIle Thl JOIXKHA 00513aTeIbHO
CTaTh CYIPYTO¥ IPUINYHOTO YeJIOBeKa, Ybe UMS THl M TBOM pebeHOK CMOTIM OBl HOCUTE He KpacHes.
Y Tebs HeT BhIOOpa, MapuaHHa! Y He HauMHAl Pa3rOBOPHI O TBOEH JTI00BH, TBOEM MMIIEPAaTOpe MU
TBOeM cBobope. [Jopory peGeHKy, pa3 OH 3asBul 0 cebe! EMy HY>KHBI UMS U OTEll, €CJIH YEJIOBEK,
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KOTOpBIfI 3apOoauil ero, He MOXKEeT HU4Yero OJjisd Hero COEeJIaTh.

— Huyero? — Bo3mytunacek MapranHa. — Ho Benb OH umnepatop! Bel He BepuTe, 4TO OH
OOCTAaTOYHO MOTYIIIeCTBEH, YTOOH 00ecreduTh CBoeMy peOeHKy nmopmobatoliee emy Oymyiiee?

— A He OTPHUIAI0 €r0 MOTYIIEeCTBa, XO0TA MHE OH IIPENCTABIISIETCA KOJIOCCOM HaA I''IMHAHBIX HOT'dX, HO
MOZKeEeIb JIX Tl YTBEPAKOATH, YTO 6y)1y1_uee HII BPpEMS TOXKE ITIOABITACTHEI eMy'?

YTo KOET ero, eciid OmgHaXKIbl OH mageT? U 4To XkKOeT Torma Teds u pebeHka? Hukakux
HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHBIX B Halllel ceMbe, MapuatHa! ThHI [0oMKHA TPUHECTH XKEPTBY Pafy MaMsITH
TBOMX pPoOuTesied, pagu pebeHKa... U B JOBepIIeHue BCero pagu cedst camoil. 3Haellb, Kak B
00IIIeCTBEe OTHOCSTCS K He3aMyXKHUM MaTepsiMm? Te0s mpesnbInaeT moOBBATh B TAKOM MOJIOKEHUH?

— ITocrme TOTo Kak s y3Ha/Ia O CBOEM COCTOSTHUH, s IPUTOTOBUIIACH K CTPafjaHusIM, K O0phoe...

— st wero? Pagu Koro? YToObl COXPAHUTH BEPHOCTh YEJIOBEKY, KOTOPHIHA TOJIBKO YTO B3SIJT B KEHEI
IpPYTYio, €CNU He omnbaroch?

— He BaM ke 00BSICHSITh HEOOXOIUMOCTDb COOITIONEHUS TOCYIapCTBeHHBIX HHTepecoB! OH HOJKeH
OBLT XKEHUTHCS, HO ... ST HE MOTY.

— [Ipuuuna?
— OH He T03BOJIUT MHE CHeNaTh 3T0.
Kappunan HacMeIuIuBo yiIe0HYIICS.

— B camowm mene? [1noxo Xe TH ero 3Haelns! Ho, HecuacTHast, *MEHHO OH 3aCTaBUT Te0OS BEIUTH
3aMyX, 4 He OTKJIagblBasi, KakK TOIbKO Y3HAeT, YTO TH KOells pebeHKa. Korga ero Bo3mo01eHHBIMU
CTaHOBUJIMChH He3aMyKHMe, OH BCerjga HaXOAusl UM MyxKeil. HUKaKux HeIpUSATHOCTEH, HUKaKuX
OCJIOKHEHUH.

TakoB Bcerya ero JeBu3 B MTOO0BHEIX eflaX. Ero coGCTBeHHAs ceMelHasi XKU3Hb TOCTAaBUTIA MY
IOCTATOYHO XJIOIOT.

MapuraHHa IIpeKpacHo 3Hajla, YTO BCe 9TO ObIJI0 YUCTeHIIel MpaBaoi, HO OHa He MOTJIAa COTJIACUThCS
C yApy4amllley IepCreKTUBOM, KOTOPYI0 OTKPHIBAJI liepef Hell KPeCTHBIN.

— Ho BrI mopa3meiciuTe HaKoHeI[! Bpak — cephe3Hoe [eso, Mpeanoaraoliee... onpeaeeHHbe
PeanbHOCTH. A BBl XOTUTE, YTOORI S C 3aKPBITHIMU TJIa3aMU JOBEPHUTIA CBOIO CyabO0Y, KU3Hb... B CAMOe
ce0sT He3HAKOMITY, TIOIy4aloleMy Bce IpaBa Ha MeHsI, KOTOPOTO s IOoIXKHa Oymy TepreTh JeHb 3a
IHEM, HOYb 3a HOYbI0? HeyxKenu Bbl He MOHUMAETEe, YTO OT OJHOTO €T0 IIPUKOCHOBEHHUS BCE MOE TEJI0
OlLIeTIeHEeeT OT yxKaca?

— 4 nmonuMaio, 0co6eHHO TO, YTO THI M30 BCEX CHUJI ¥ BOIIPEKH 3[IpaBOMY CMBICITy XOUYelllb OCTaThCs
BO3/1100/1eHHOM boHamapTa U 4TO OeMCTBUTENLHO B TIOOOBHBIX PEATbHOCTSX Oyist TeOs O0JIbIe HET
TaH. Ho KTO TOBOPUT 0 MPUKOCHOBEHUAX?

Wy maxe 0 COXUTENbCTBE? BrolHE BO3MOXKHO BRHIUTH 3aMyXK M XKUTh 6€3 My>Ka. MHe HUKOTIa He
IPUXOOUIIOCE CIIBIIIATh, YTO KpacaBulla KHATHHS boprese, 3Ta BakxaHKa [1onuHa, OJONTY XXKUBET C
6enusiroit Kamuimo. I'oBopio Tebe 3TO U MOBTOPSII0: HACTOSTEILHO HE0OX0IUMO, YTOOR B TeUEHUE
Mecsilla THl BHILIIA 3aMYyK.
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— Ho 3a xoro? O‘-IeBI/II[HO, BEI KOT'O-TO UM€EETEe Ha IIPUMETE, Pa3 TaK KaTETOPHUYHEI... Koro xe?

— 9t0 Moe meno. He Gotics, 4emoBek, KOTOPOro s BeIOepy [y Te0s1, KOTOPOTo 5 yKe BEIOpali,
OKaXKeTCsI TaKUM, YTO Thl HE CMOXKEIb CHieJlaTh MHe HY MaJleHIIero yiupeka. Thl COXpaHHUIIh TakK
noporyto amns Tebs cBoOomdy... I0 MeHbIIIeN Mepe B paMKax Onaromnpuctoinocty. Ho Tonbko He
CcuyuTai, YTo I X04Uy NPUHYOUTHL Tebs. Ecu T Xouels U y TeOsI eCTh KaKie-TO BO3MOXKHOCTH,
BHIOMpAK caMa.

— Kaxk 310 s cmory? Bel 3anpeTuid MHe TOBOPUTHL KOMY OBl TO HU OBIJIO, UTO 1 KOy pebeHKa, a g
HUKOTA He COTJIallyCh TaK 00MaHyTh IOCTOMHOTO YeJI0BeKa.

— — Ecnu HamigeTcst MyK4YKHA, TOCTOMHEIN Tebsi, KOTOPHIH TI00UT Tebsi JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOR
JKEHUTHCS B ITOOOHOM CUTyallMH, I He Bo3paxalo. {1 mocrasmio Te6s1 B U3BECTHOCTD, Kya U Koraa
cnenyetT Tebe mpuexaTh, YTOOH BCTPETUTHCS CO MHOM U OCBATUTH Opak. Ecnu ¢ To6oM OyHeT YenoBex,
KOTOPOT'0 THI BEIOEPEIIh, T COeQUHI0 Bac... Eciu Thl Oymelnb ofHa, THl COTJIACHUIIBCS C TEM, KOT0 S
IpUBeMy.

— Krto ato Oymet?

— He Hacrauaii! bosbiie s Te6e HU4Yero He cKaxy. Thl JO2KHa BO BCEM IOBEPUTHCS MHE. TH Ke
3HaEellb, YTO 5 1100610 Te0s1, KaK pogHyto. T corjiacHa?

MapuaHHa Me[JIeHHO ONyCTHUJIa FOJIOBY, U BCSL ee HelaBHsS TOpHe/uBasi pagoCTh yIeTy4unach mof
oyHOBeHVeM OyIHUYHOU OelCTBUTENbHOCTU. C TeX MOop KakK OHa y3Hala 0 CBoell 6epeMeHHOCTH,
CO3HaHUe, 4YTO OHa HOCUT chiHa OpJia, HAlOJIHSAJO ee BO30YyKAlOUMM YyBCTBOM, 1 OHa IIOBEpUIIa B
CBOIO UCKJIIOUUTENIBHOCTE.

Ho 3ppaBriii cMEBICT OB Ha CTOPOHE KPECTHOTO, 100, eClii caMa OHa MOTJIa IpeHebpeyb YyKUM
MHEHHEM, eCJI OHa TOTOBUIIACh BHICTYIIUTH MPOTHB BCEX, GOPOTHCS CO BCEMH, MMeJia I OHA IPaBo
YTOTOBUTH [IJIsE CBOero pebeHKa Ccyap0y 6acTtapma? HekoTophie IpeICcTaBUTEH BEICIIETO CBETA — OHA
3HaJla UX — He ObIJIU CHIHOBLSIMU TeX, YbM UM€EHa OHU HOCHUJIN. O‘-IapOBaTeHBHBII;I ®a0 — CHH
Taneiipana, u Bce 3Haau 00 9TOM, HO €CJTM OH CMOT CHEJIaTh B apMUU GJECTSIIYI0 Kaphepy, TO TOJTBKO
6;maromapsi TOMy, YTO My €ro MaTepu MPUKPLIT CBOMM MMEHEM YHU3UTENIbHOe IISITHO, KOTOPoe
3aKpHIIO ORI Tepeq HUM ABepu obmiectBa. 1 Mapust BanmeBckas pa3Be He yexasa B cCHera Banesuile,
yTOOBI CTApHIY I'pad, ee Cympyr, cMor Ipu3HaTh OyAyIIero HacjiemgHUKa?.. 3aKOHE 0011eCTBa
BHE3AITHO BO3ABUTIIM HEMTPOXOOUMYIO CTEHY Mexkay MapuanHo# 1 ee MmeytaMu. OHa obagana
IOCTATOYHO 3[IPAaBBIM CMEICIIOM UM TIOHKMMAJIa, YTO el He00X0OUMO YCMUPHUTDL CBOE CEPJLIE U CBOIO
m060Bb Tepef CypoBoy HeobxomuMocThio. Kak cka3an KapauHas, y Hee HeT BeiOopa. OmHaKo, mepen
TEM KaK IIPOM3HECTH POKOBOE «Ma», KOTOPOe PE3K0 U3MEHUT ee Cynb0y, OHa MOMBITAach ele
0O0POTHCS.

— YMosii0 Bac, I03BOJIbTE MHE 110 KpaliHell Mepe YBUAETh UMIlepaTopa, [IOrOBOPUTh C HUM. MoxeT
OBITH, OH HaAWAEeT BeIX0A. [laliTe MHe HEMHOTO BPEMEHH.

— EpuHCTBEHHAs Belllb, KOTOPYIO 51 He Mory Tebe maTh, — 3TO BpeMs. Hago cremmTs, 04eHb
CIIEIINTE, a 10 TBOEMY BUAY S OOTaAbIBAIOCh, UTO THI faXKe He 3Haelllb, KOTfla CHOBa YBUAUIIb
Hamoneona. BopoueMm, k ueMy 9T0? Befb 51 Ke cka3an Tebe: OH HaleT efUHCTBEHHBIN BBIXOO —
BBIZACT TeOS 3aMyK 3a TOTO UM APYTOro U3 9TUX JIIofel C MUIIyPHBIMU rep0aMu, KaKOT0-HUOYOb
ChIHA TPAKTHUPIIMKA UM KOHI0OXA, KOTOPOTO Tl K TOMY XK€ [I0JIzKHa Oyaelllh CMUPEeHHO 6/1arogapuTh
3a coryiacue XeHHUThCS Ha Tebe, THl, OgHa U3 O'AccebHa, YbY MPEIKU CpaxKanuch B Mepycanume
psanoMm c l'opdpya me ByiionoMm u B TyHuce ¢ JlromoBukoM CBSATEIM! YenoBeK, 0 KOTOPOM S JyMalo,
HUYero oT Tebs He moTpedyeT... ¥ TBOM CHIH OyHeT KHs3eM!
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CTtporoe HanloMUHaHUE O ee IPOUCXOKAEHUH CJIOBHO IOAXJIECTHYJIO MapuanHy. Kak mpy BCIBIILIKE
MOJIHUY, IIepe[ ee MEICJIEHHEIM B30POM IIPELCTasIo IpeKpacHoe, TOpaoe JIUIO0 OTLa Ha IOPTpPeTe B
30JI0TO¥ paMe, 3aTeM ITaMsTh BEI3BaJla MEHee KPaCUBHIN, HO 00Jiee HeXKHBIM U TAKOW JKe TOPOBIT
00IMK TETYLIKN JMIKC. BripaBe 1 OHa OTBEPHYTHCS OT UX TEHEHN C THEBOM HEBYIIKHU, He CIIOCOOHOM
COTTIaCUThLCS Ha XKepTBY, TpeOyeMy1o YeCThio, OT HUX, OTYMHSBIINX BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb 3TOU CaMOM
YECTH... BIJIOTh [0 BHICIIET0 CAMONIOXKEPTBOBAHUSA?

BnepBbie MapuaHHa IIOYyBCTBOBAJa, UYTO OHa BCerfia Obl/la BETBbIO CTAPUHHOTO APEBa, YbHd KOPHU
ry6oKo yxogunu B 3emMito OBepHU U Ybs BEPIIKMHA TaK YacTO Kacajach Heba; el moKa3anoch, 9YTO U3
CTeH OUONMMOTEeKHU MOSBISIOTCS 0€CKOHEUHEIE PSIHI ee MPeaKoB, GPaHIy3CKUX ¥ aHTTUHCKUX, BCETa
OOPOBUINXCS ¥ CTPAABIINX, YTOOB COXPAHUTH He3alSITHAHHEIM UX J06pOe UMS M TOT KOJIeKC YeCTH,
KOTOPHIN HBIHEIIHSS 3I10Xa cTapaeTcs 3a0nITh. MITak, OHA [MONXKHA CHAThHCS.

— 41 cornmacHa! — THXO0, HO OTYETIUBO CKa3aJia OHa.
— B moGpwrit wac! 4 Ovln yBepeH ...

— JIorOBOPHUMCS TaK, — IPepBaja ero MoJIofas XKeHIIrHa. — $1 corylacHa BEIMTH 3aMyXK 10
MCTEYEHUN Mecsilla, HO 3a 9TO BpeMs S MOTBITAlOCh caMa BHIOpaTh cebe cympyra.

— ¢ He Bo3paxaro, MPU YCIOBUH, YTO TBOM BEIOOP OYHET HOCTOMH HAC. f TOJIBKO MOMPOIIY, YTOOR! THI
SIBUJIAaCh B Ha3HAUYEHHOE MECTO ¥ BpeMsi, KOTOpoe s Tebe cooOIy, OfHa UK CO CITyTHUKOM.
IomycTHM, eCJIU Thl XOY€Illb 3TOTO, TO MBI 3aK/TF04aeM CErofHs IOr0BOP: Tl CaMa CIlacaellb CBOIO
4yecTh, U 51 u30aBnsio Tebs oT ®pancruca KpaHMmepa, Uiy ke Thl 003yelIbcs MPUHSATh U30aBUTES,
KOTOporo npusepny 5. CorjacHa?

— IToroBop eCTh OOTOBOP, U g 0053yI0Ch COOIIIONATD €T0.
— BoT u xoporro... B TakoM ciiy4ae s HaYWHAI0 BEITOIHITH CBOIO YaCTh 0053aTEIbCTRA.

OH HaIpaBWJICS K CTOSILEMY B YTy OOJBIIIOMY PACKPBITOMY CEKpPeTepy, B35y JIUCT OyMaru, mepo u
6vicTpo Habpocasn HeCKOIbKO CJIOB, B TO BpeMsl Kak MapuaHHa, ouryias Heo0X0quMOCThb
TIOOKPENUThCS, Hanmuia ce0e HOoBYIO YalKy Kode. OHa cTapanach He IyMaTh O [IpOM3HECEHHBIX €10
CJIOBaXx, XOTS yKe OLIEHWUIIa BECh Y2KaC MOJI0KEHUS, B KOTOPOM OYYTHUIaCh, HO BHE3AITHO Y HEe
IIOSIBUJIOCH OTHO COMHEHHMe, ¥ OHAa HeMe[JIEHHO BEICKA3aJjla ero:

— B cnyuae ecrnu... MHe He yIacTCSd HUKOTO HAaWTH, MOTY S IIPOCUTH Bac 00 OTHON MHUJIOCTH,
KPECTHBIN?

He oTBeyasi, OH BRIZKHIATEILHO IIOCMOTPEII Ha Hee.

— Ecnu g moymKHA B35Th My2Ka I10 BauleMy BEIOODY, YMOJISIO Bac, IpeXyie BCero mogyManuTe o
pebeHKe... ¥ He 3aCTaBIIINTE €ro HOCUThL UM Bpara ero OTia!

KapJII/IHaH YJ'I]':I6HYHCH, IIOKalJl IJIe9YaMu XU CHOBA OIIyCTHII IIEPO B YEPHUJIbHUITY .

— Most BEpHOCTH KOPOJII0 He IOXOIHUT OO0 TOT0, YTOOLI COBEPUIUTD MOO0OHYIO THYCHOCTE! — YIIPEKHYI
OH. — Bce-Taku ThI JOCTATOYHO XOPOIIO 3HAEIIb MEHS 1 He [I0/IKHa OblJla IT03BOIUTL BOSHUKHYTh
TAKOM MBICJIH.

On OOKOHYHUII ITUCbMO, CIIOKHUII €TI0, 3alle4aTall U IMPOTAHYII KDECTHHUIIE.

— Bo3pMu 9T0. Uepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT 5 JOJIKeH IOKUHYTh [TapuxK U He X04y OCTaBUThH Te0S B
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0e3BBIXOMHOM IT0JI0KEHUH, B KOTOPOM THI OKa3ajaach. 3aBTPa YTPOM Thl OTIIPABUIILCS C 9TUM
nuCbMOM K GaHKupY JladuTty. OH BEIOACT MSATHAECST THICSY JIMBPOB IJIST 9TOT'0 aHTJIMMCKOT0 JeMOHa.
Torma THI IONYYUINb TEPEOBIIIKY ¥ CMOXKEITh BEPHYTh CyMacOpomHyIo Afienanuny, KOTOPYIO X BO3PacCT
HE YTOMOHMUT.

Vi3ymrieHue mpepBajo gbixaHue MapraHHEL, Yero faxe He CMOT ClelaTh HeOORYHBIN Pa3roBOp C
kKapauHanoMm. OHa Tisgfena Ha IpedjaraeMoe IIMCbMO KaK Ha HEBEPOSITHOE Uyfo, He CMest ero B3STh.
OSTa BeNMKOJENHas eJPOCTh COUTIa ee C TONKY, 3aCTaBUB YMOJIKHYTh TallHOe HEJOBOJILCTBO,
BBI3BAHHOE CYPOBHIM ITOBefleHHEeM KpecTHOro. OHa Hallllla ero MPSMOIMHENHEIM, HETPUMUPUMEIM,
OJIHAKO HHU B YeM He 0OBHHSBIIMM ee. OHA CUHTaa, YTO OH IOMUYHHSIETCS TOJIHKO BEJIEHMIO MOJra, |
BOT, OOHUM POCUEPKOM I1epa OH [ajl JOKa3aTeJIbCTBO CBOET0 BEeJTUKONYIIHUS U Temsa. Ce3n
TI0Ka3aJIuCh y Hee Ha I'la3ax, u00 B KaKON-TO MOMEHT OHa IIOBEPHUJIA, UTO OH He JTIOOUT ee OoJbIIe. ..
KapouHan Tepsin TeprneHue:

— TlonHO, BO3BMU 1 HE 3aiaBail BOIIPOCOB, Ha KOTOPEIE HEJIb35T OTBETUTh. XOTS THI ¥ 3HAJIa MEHS
Bcerga OegHbIM, Kak M0B; 3TO He 3HAUUT, UTO S HEe MOTY HAalTH [IeHbI'M, YTOOHI CIlacTy Te0e KU3HE.

Brpouem, BpeMeHU [JIsI BOIIPOCOB yKe He Obi10. [IBeph B OMOIHOTEKY OTBOPHUIIACE, IIPOIIYCKas
npyroro KapguHasna. OgeThid, Kak Mogo0aeT ero paHTy, HOBOIPUOBIBIIHE OBITT TAKOTO K€
HeOOJIBIIIOT0 POCTA, KaK U ero Kojera CaH-JIOPeHIo, a JIUII0 ero, 04eHb KPpaCUBOe, IBIIIAIIO0
6maroponcTBoM u 00nagano OONBIIMM CXOICTBOM C IIOPTPETOM HajJ KAMUHOM.

— Kapeta 1 5CKOPT TOTOBHI K IIyTH, MO} OeIHBIN APYT.
HawMm Hagno exats... Bamra nomans ¢ 6araxom 1 He0OXOAUMOU 0feXK0¥ 0XKUAaeT Bac B KOHIOIIHE.

— ¢ roToB, — mMOUTH PAgOCTHO BOCKNIMKHYI ['0The me [Ila3ell, Kpemnko moxuMasi PyKu KapauHaily. —
Opuako, Moii goporoy @unubep, 1 HUKOT{a He CMOTY IOCTaTOYHO 0TOIarofapuTh Bac 3a Mogo0Hyio
xkepTtBy! MapuaHHa, S X04y IPeACcTaBUTh Te0sT KAHOHUKY He bpioiiapy, KOTOPHIH, He MOBOIBCTBYSICh
TEM, YTO IPUIOTUI MEHS, TPOCTEP APYKECKYI0 3a00Ty 10 TOTO, YTO CHITPAET 3TOM HOUbI0 MOIO POJIb.

— Boxke Mo, — BOCKIIMKHYJla MapraHHa, — 1 3a0kblfa.
9T0 npaBha, Bac BHICHIIAOT B Perimc. Ho B TakoM ciydae...

— B TakoMm cnydae g He efly. B To BpeMs Kak B 3CKOPTHUPYeMOU XKaHJapMaMy I'OCIIOAKWHA repiora e
PoBuro kapete Mot fipyr @unubep CIOKOMHO MOKATUT B PeliMc B 0biiecTBe abbaTa butera, ,
IIepeoaeThIN CIIyroM, rajonoM ITIOMYYCh B MTanuio, rae CBATOM OTel KAeT, KOraa s jaM eMy OTYeT O
HEKOH MUCCHH.

O3amayeHHasi, HEITPOU3BOJILHO CKMMas B PyKax AparoleHHoe MUChMO, 00ecIeyrBalolnee e rofm
cBOOO[IBI, OHA TTIsgMeNa Ha IBYX KapAWHAJIOB, IIOMIMHHOTO ¥ MHUMOTO, CITpalIuBas cebs, 3Hasa JIu
OHa Korfma-HuOyap mo-Hactosmemy ['oTree me [lazes.

KeM OBITT B I CTBUTEIBHOCTH 3TOT YEeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIHM TaK OTYasSHHO OOPOJICS 3a CIaceHue
MaJIIOTKH, KaKoi oHa OblJla KOTIa-TO, Ybs XKU3Hb OKyTaHa TalHOM, KTO, 00BIYHO HEe UMes 3a AYIION Hu
rpoiila, CMOT, OOHAKO, OMHUM POCUEPKOM Ilepa 3alljlaTUTh KHSAXKECKUU BHIKYM U, OyIy4u OOQHUM U3
ctonnoB LlepkBy, pa3be3xkai B OfeXKae IPOCTOTO CIIyTru?

[Tonumasi, 6e3 COMHEHUSI, BOTHeHNE KPECTHUITH, OBIBIIMM a00aT IMOMOIIeNT K Hel ¥ HeKHO 00HSII.

— He mbITaiicst OCTUYD TO, UTO HeJOCTYNHO Tebe, MapuanHa! [ToMHM TOJIBKO, YTO TH BCETa
OCTaelIbCs MOUM JIOPOTUM pPeOEHKOM M YTO S X04Y BUAETh TeOsI CUaCTIMBOM, laXke eCyu... CPeJCTBa,
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KOTOpPEIE ST UCIIOJIB3YI0, YTOORI MPUBECTH TeOs K 0JIaromoydnio, He OYeHb Tebs IpuUBIeKaoT. [Ia
xpaHuT Te0s bor, mamoTka! f, Kak Bcerga, Oyny 3a Te0sT MOIUTHCS.

On TOPOIIJIMBO IIEPEKPECTUIL MOJIOJIOM KeHIIKWHE 7100, 3aTeM IOIOIIeN K OKHY M OTKPBHIII €T0.

— 9T0 caMasi KOPOTKas AOpora K KOHIOIIHE U He PUCKYelllb KOT0-HuOyAb BCTPETUTh, — MOSCHUI
oH. — [Ipomatite, goporou ®umubep. Korma cmoxete, mpuinute builieta, BE 3HaeTe Kyfa.
Haperocs, 4TO BB He IIOCTPafiaeTe 1U3-3a HAllero MoaJIora.

— He 6oiitecs. XKaugapmel CaBapy HUYET0 He YBUAST, KPOME IIYPIYPHOU MaHTHUH, a JIULO S TI0
BO3MOXKHOCTHU YKPOIO.

K Tomy e MBI He 3HaeM Opyr apyra. KoneuHo, Baumu OpaThs u3 CBATON KOJIJIeTuu OYOyT HECKOJIBKO
YIOUBIIEHBI IIPU CBOEM MPUOBITHH, HO 5 IIOCTABJIIO MX B U3BECTHOCTh U Yepe3 TPU-UYETHIPEe THS U3LIIIY
BO3MOXKHOCTh BEPHYThCS Cl0fa, TIe MOM JTI0OX OYOyT mepKaTh 3alepPTHIMU JBEPHU MO IPEMJIOroM
3apa3Hoii 6one3nu. CyacTnuBOro myTH, moporoi Ilazeii!

CnoxuTe K HOTaM CBSATOTO OTIIa MOIO CHIHOBBIO J'IIO6OB];>, MOe€ IIO4YTEeHNEe U IIOKOPHOCTE.

— Bynert cgenano. Ilpomai, MapraHHa. Korfa TH OTHIILIEIIb €€, IOLEIyX 3a MEHS 3Ty IIaJIbHYIO
Apnenauny. MBI BceTfia C HEM CCOPUIIMCE, HO S BCe PaBHO JII0OJIIO ee.

Cxka3zaB 3TO, ero NpeoCcBAIIEHCTBO B300pasics Ha MOJOKOHHUK U CIPHITHYI BO IBOP. MapuaHHa
BHIEJa, KakK OH mobexkaJj K capaio, BUIHEBIIEMYCSl B TEHU YeThIPeXyroabHoi OanrHu. KaHOHUK e
Bproitap cnerka moKJIOHUICS.

— Ou BrIifeT K 6epery CeHbl, MoxXeTe He OECITOKOUTHCS 0 HeM. YTO KacaeTcs MeHs, C Balllero
II03BOJIEHUS S IOKUHY Bac.

AGOGat buiiet XKueT MeHs pSmoM, a XKaHJapMbl — Ha yIuIle.

C aTtuMu crioBaM# OH HaGpPOCHII Ha IIJIeUy IIPOCTOPHBIH IIJIAI ¥ IIOTHSJ €0 BOPOTHUK, YTOOH
3aKPBITh BO3MOXKHO OOJIBIIYIO YacTh JIMIla, 3aTEM C IIPOILIAIbHBIM KUBKOM ITOKUHY OUOIMOTEKY .
Yepes OTKPHITYIO iBeph MapuaHHa 3aMeTuia abbaTa buinera, 6osnblile, 4eM 00BIYHO, TI0X0KETo Ha
WCIIYTaHHYIO0 KYPUIly, @ 3a HUM CUHUE MYHIUPH! XKaHIapMOB. BEITTIIHYB yepe3 3abpaHHOe PeIIeTKon
OKOIIIKO Ha YJIHIy, OHA yBUAEa TaM O0JIbIIyi0 OepIUHY C 3aKKeHHRIMU HOHAPSIMHU, 0XKHUIABIIYIO B
OKPY2KEHHUH IIeJIOTO B3BOJa BCAAHMUKOB B YEPHBIX TPEYTOJIKaX C KPAaCHBIMHU IIIIOMakaMH, YbH JIOLIaAN
HeTEePIIeIHBO BEIOMBAIM UCKPEL U3 CTAPOM KOPOJIEBCKON MOCTOBOM. Bce 9T0 BOMHCTBEHHOE cOOpHIIE,
IIpU3BaHHOE COMPOBOXKAATh ABYX MUPHBIX CIyXKUTeJeH bora, moka3aaoch BAPYT MOJIOHOM XKeHIUHE
Ype3MepHHEIM U OIHOBPEMEHHO XKaJIKUM, BO BCIKOM ClTydae — HEBBIHOCUMBLIM. Ho, BCIIOMHUB Ty
HETIPUHYKIEHHOCTh, C KOTOPO# I'oThe me Illa3elt BEIOpasCS B OKHO, OIIyIas B PYKe MHChMO,
CTOMBIIIEE CTOJIBKO IEHET, MeHeT, KOTOPhIe el BHIIATUT JTUYHbIM OaHKUD UMIIepaTopa, OHa
IIOYyBCTBOBaJia COMHeHUe. He mpeacTaBiisi mu co60¥ 3TOT MaleHbKUY KapauHall, TaKOU XPYNIKUi 1
6e300uOHBIN C BUIY, Topa3fo 6oee MOTYIIECTBEHHYIO U OMTACHYI0 CUITy, YeM MOXKHO OBIJIO TIOTyMaTh?
[Toxozke, 9YTO OH MOT IIOBeJieBaTh, TOK0OHO camMoMy Bory, cOOBITUSIMU U JTIOObMHU. Yepe3 MeCSI] 10 ero
IIpHKa3y KaKOW-TO YEeJIOBEK COTTIACUTCS B3SITh B KE€HHI e, MapuaHHY, COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKOMYIO a K
TOMY Xe u 6epeMeHHYI0. [Touemy?.. C Kakoii 1enbi0? [TomunHAsICh KAKUM 00CTOSITETbCTBAM?

CHapyXu MOCBIIIAIOCh Opsianue opyxkus. OTOPBABIIKCE OT CBOUX Pa3MBIIIUIeHH, MapruaHHa
yBH[Iea, KaK HYTPO 6ep/IMHEI IOTJIOTHIIO MAJIEHbKYIO KPAacHY0 GUTypPKy MHUMOTO KapAuHama,
COTIPOBOXKIAeMOT0 BEICOKUM XYOBIM a00aTOM, KOTOPHIH Iepeq KOMaHAUPOM 3CKOPTa HECKOJIBKO pPa3
TOPOIIJIMBO TIEPEKPECTHIICS, CIIOBHO YBU/IEN CAMOT0-IbsIBONIa. B HOUHOM THIIMHE OHA YCJIBIIIANa CTYK
3aXJIOMHYBIIEHUCS IBEPIIHI, 3aTEM ILENTKaHbe KHYTa, U C HEBEPOSITHHIM LIYMOM OKPYXKEHHAsT 3CKOPTOM
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KapeTa IIOKUHYJIa yIuny H_IaHyaH, C MeCTa B34B B I'aJIOIl. TYT IMo3aau Hee pa3daliCa paSMepeHHHﬂ
T'OJIOC y2K€ 3HAKOMOTI'O CIIyIH:

— locmoxka kefnaeT, 4TOOH 5T IPOBOAUT €€ K KapeTe?

MHe nprKa3aHo 3alepeTh JOM.

O=na Hafena ANy, HaTAHYJa IepYaTKy U CIpsiTana gparoleHHoe MUChMO BO BHYyTPEHHUU KapMaH.
— 4 roTtoBa, — TOJIBKO U CKa3aJjia OHa.

Temeps, Korma ee KPeCTHBIN yeXasl ¥ OHa OCTaslaCh HaeAuHe CO CBOUMU 3aboTamu, MapuaHHa
OLIyTHIIa, YTO €€ OXBaThIBAeT PACTEPSIHHOCTDL. Bcero mecsir! B Teuenue mMecsia et He06X0oMMO
BBIUTH 3aMyXK 3a KOTO-HUOyOb. MoXKeT OBITh, 3a COBEPIIEHHO He3HAKOMOro yeynoBeka! Kak He
pacTepsiThCs, He IPUUTH B YKacC Iepen mogoOHoM mepcrnekTrBoi. KoHeYHO, OHa uMella BO3MOXKHOCTh
BBIOpPATH CaMa, eclI X0Tela u30exkaTh He0OXOOUMOCTH OTHATh CBOIO PYKY HEM3BECTHOMY, YhETO
VMEHU BEPHHIU CBOeU CKJIOHHOCTH K TallHaM KPEeCTHHIY He 3aX0Tell cKka3aTh. HUKTO Tak He
CKpPHITHMYAN, Kak ab0at ne [llazeii, u, mo-euguMomy, KapauHas ne CaH-JIOPeHII0 COXpaHum Te XKe
IPUBBEIYKY. BripoueMm, ecnu O laxke 3TO UM OBIJIO TPOU3HECeHO, uTo Okl 9T0 mano? Het, mo6oi
IIeHOM Haf0 HaWTHh KOTO — HUOYMOb... KOro-HUOYyab, KTO He Oy[eT BEI3bIBAaTh HU CTpaxa, HU
OTBpallleHus, MyKUYMHY, KOTOPOT'0 OHa CMOorJjia Obl eClii He JTI0OUTh, TO XOTs OBl yBaxXKaTh. [IeBYyIIKY ee
COCJIOBHSI, OHA BCeTfia 9TO 3Hasla, O0JIbIlIel YacThi0 CoYeTaIuch OpakoM 6e3 IpeaBapUTeIbHOTO
3HAKOMCTBA C XKeHUX0M. TOIbKO UX CeMbH BCTyHasu B Urpy. Kak u B ee cirydae, 9T0 OB
3aKio4yaeMbli Ha Gynyiiee morosop. ITociie BCero, 4To MPOU30IIIO C Hel, 9TO OBIII0, BO3MOXKHO, U
IIpaBUJIbHO, HO 00peTeHHas elo B Oype XU3HM He3aBUCHMOCTD Melllajia IIOTYUHSIThCS 6e3 60phOLI
oOBIYHBIM nTpaBuiiaM. OHa xoTenna BeIOpaTh. Ho Koro?..

Cnenys 3a BOOPYyKEHHBIM TSKeJIBIM KaHOeNa0poM CIyroi yepe3 TeMHble KOMHATH, MapuaHHa
JIMX0PafoyHo Nepebrpalia B IaMATH MyKUKUH U3 ee OKPYyKeHus, He 3Hasl, Ha KOM OCTaHOBUTD BHIOOD.
®opTIOH3 KAK-TO 3aMeTHJIa, YTO BCS UMIIEPATOPCKAs IBapaus BiaoOIeHa B Hee, HO Cpey 9TUX
MY>KYUH OHa He MOTJla OTBICKATh JIUIIO WJIM XapaKTep, KOTOphIe mofgaBanyu Obl Hagexkay... OHa mo4uTu
He 3HaJla WX, ¥ BpeMeHU He 0CTaBaJIoCh, YTOOBI XOPOIIIO TO3HAKOMUTLCS. HEKOTOPEIEe U3 HUX,
BIIpOoueM, ObUIHM 2KeHaThl, APYrHe BPSM M 3aX0TSAT CHOBa BCTYIUTEL B 6pak, 0COOEHHO P MOJ0OHBIX
oOcTrosiTenbcTBax. Kimapu? ABCTPUiCKUY KHSA3b HE JKEHUTCS Ha ONMEpHOU meBuile. [la ¥ OH yX&Ke XKeHaT
Ha Jouepu KHA34 Oe JIuug. 1 MapuaHHa B 1000M clly4ae HUKOTa He COTIaCUmach Obl
IpHHaOIeXaTh K TOMY e Hapoay, YTO ¥ HeHaBUCTHasd Mapus-JIyusa. UTo XKe ganbiie?..

[Tpocuts HamoneoHa BEIOpPaTh Mya He IPEOCTABIISIOCh BOSMOKHEIM II0 YK€ YIOMSHYTOM
KapauHaIoM mpuuuHe. K ToMy XXe OHa omacaiach, YTO JIIOOMMBIH YeJI0BeK OTHACT ee 3a KOro —
HUOYOb, KTO OyIeT TOJBKO IMMUPMOH. JIydIlle MMeTh JeJI0 C HeM3BECTHEIM, BEIOPAaHHEIM KapauHAIOM,
pa3 oH moobelast, YTo OHa HE CMOXKET HU B YEM YIPEKHYTH €r0.

MenbKHYBIIas OBIIO MBICTL CTATh CYIPYTrol ApKafnyca BEI3Baja y Hee, HECMOTPS Ha BOJTHEHHE,
ynbIOKy. HeT, oHa He cMOXKeT IpefCcTaBUTh ceOsi rocmoxkoi ge 2KonmuBaib. Y Hee OblsI0 Ol OIIyIIEHUE,
YTO OHA BHIIIIA 3aMyXK 3a POOHOT0 OpaTa UM 110 MEHBIIEH Mepe A0,

Ho nipu Bufie ommycKaBIIIero MofgHOXKKY KapeThl ['pakxa-I'aHHubOana ee c1oBHO oceHuno. OTBET Ha
MY4YMBIIXY ee BOIIPOC MpHUIIesl caM co00ii BMeCTe C KpenKou (GUrypkoi napeHbka 1 ero
BCKJIOKOUEHHOU IIeBEJII0POM, Ha KOTOPOU He MOrJjla yaepXkKaThCd HUKaKad nuiana. [loroMmy 4To psigom
C ero JIUIIOM OHa II0 acCoIMalny npefcTaBuia cebe u gpyroe. OuryiieHue ObIIO TAKUM CUJIBHBIM, YTO
OHA HEBOJILHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— 9710 0H! BOT KTO MHE HyXkeH!
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['pakx ycCrbIIIan ee CJI0Ba ¥ yOUBUIICS.

— Y10 BaM yrogHo, MafieMya3eib MapuanHa?

— Huuero, I'pakx. CkaxXu TOJBKO, S MOTY BO BCEM PaCCUMUTHIBATh Ha Te0s?

— CnpammuBaeTte, MageMya3enb Mapuansa! Bam yero-to Hapo oT MeHs? [Ipuka3biBauTe!

MapuaHHa He Kojebanachk 6ombite. Ha 3TOT pa3 oHa chesaa BHIOOP U Cpa3y IMOYyBCTBOBAJA
objieryeHue.

— Cnacu60, Mo# ManbyuK. OTKPOBEHHO T'OBOPS, 51 B 9TOM He COMHeBasiachk. Cryiiai, BEpHYBIIUCh
IOMOM, THI IOUMEIb [IePEOIEThCS B JOPOXHEIN KOCTIOM U OCe[JIaellb JIomaab. 3aTeM IPUAens KO
MHe. 1 mam Tebe MuchMO, KOTOPOe HYyKHO OyAeT HOCTaBUTh KaK MOXKHO OLICTpee.

— OTO cOenaTh HefoJro. A ganeko s noeny?
— B Hanr. Teneps momou, ['pakX, ¥ TOHHA BO BECH OIIOP.

Yacom no3xe I'pakx-T'anauban [1bo11, B BHICOKUX Callorax, yKyTaHHBIN IIPOCTOPHBIM HOPOXKHEIM
IIJIal0M, KOTOPOMY He CTpallleH HUKAKOM [I0XKIb, ¥ B HAJBUHYTOM M0 OPOBEN KPYIJIOHN IIIISIIE,
raJIoNnoM BERIJIETENT U3 BOPOT 0COOHSKA I'AccebHa.

CTos y OKHa rajiepeu BTOpOro 3taxa, MapraHHa poBozXKaja ero B3rifaaoM. TOIbKO Korfa opThe
OrmoCTaH 3aiBUHYJI TSKeJbIM 3aCOB, OHa ITOKKWHYJa CBOM HAOIIOaTENNbHEIM IIOCT U BEPHYJIach B
KOMHaTY, TZie ellle BUTal 3allaX cypryua.

OHa MalIMHaIbHO MOMOIIa K CBoeMy HeOosbioMy 610po, OTKpHIIa O1oBap 13 rojlyboro MapokeHa u
mocTasa IMOAIKHCAaHHOe TOJIBKO OMHOM OYKBOU «®» MHCHMO, KOTOPOE OHA HEMaBHO TyMa MMOJIOKHUIIA.
9T0 MKUCHMO, HalIeHHOe TI0CJie BO3BpalleHus ¢ yiaullkl [llaHysH, Tpeniarano ef 3aBTpa SBUTHCS Ha
BCTpeuy, uMes Ipu cebe MATHAECSAT THICSY TUBPOB. Ee MOIMEIBAIO CXKedhb ero, HO B KaMHUHEe OT'OHb
yXKe TOTyX, ¥ 3aTeM OHa MofyMasa, YTo Jy4irne OymeT moKa3aTh ero 2KoauBaio, KOTOPHIH, HECMOTPS
Ha [OBOJILHO MO3MHUM Yac, OO CHX ITOp elle He BepHYIcsa. OH momkKeH OBUT OTHICKATh HEOOXOTUMEIE
71 BEIKYTIA IeHbI'W. BIpoyeM, HECKOJTbKO HACIleX HAIMCAHHMIX CJTOB mruchbMa ®paHcuca Jaxe He
3aCTaBUJIM B3OPOTHYTh MapuanHy. OHa MpoYia UX C IMOJIHEIM PABHOOYIINEM, CJIOBHO OHU €e
COBEPIIIEHHO He Kacaluch. Bce ee BHUMaHMe, Bce 6€CIIOKOMCTBO OBIJIO IIPUKOBAHO K IPYTOMY MTHUCHMY,
TOMY, YTO OHA TOJIbKO YTO HaIKCala ¥ KoTopoe I'pakx moBe3 B HaHT.

daxTuyecku 3To OBLIO IBOMHOEe muchMoO. IlepBoe agpecoBanock KOHCYNTy CoenuHeHHBIX [IITaToOB 1
comepkaso ybemuTeNnbHy0 IPoch0y Kak MOXKHO CKOpee IepefaTh BTOPOe 110 HadHaueHuo. Ho
MapuaHHa co3HaBaa, YTO 3TO BTOPOE MUCHEMO ITOX0XKe Ha OyTHIIKY, KOTOPYI0 OpocaeT B MOpe
TIOTEPIIEeBINNY KOpabeKpyleHue, BEIOPaBIIKUCh Ha TyCTHIHHBIN OCTPOB.

I'me mor O6wITh A30H Bodop B aToT yac? Ha Kakue Mops yBIieKia ero cynb0a? Mecsi] Tak KOPOTOK, a
MUP Tak BeIUK!

OnHako, ITOMIaB B TAKOe OTYAsIHHOE IT0JI0KeHre, MapruaHHa He MOTJIa yIep&XaThCs, YTOOH He
HaIlMCaThb 3TO ITMCHEMO, ITPU3EIBABIIIEE K HeH YEeJI0OBEKa, TaK OOJII'0 BBEI3BIBABIIETO Y HEE HEHABUCTH, HO
KOTOPBIF Teleph Ka3asics e eqUHCTBeHHBIM JO0CTaTOYHO HaleXKHBEIM, TOCTAaTOYHO SHEPTUYHEIM,
MOCTATOYHO IPEeNaHHBIM... IPOCTO JOCTOMHBEIM MYXKUYKMHOHM, HaKOHEIl, YTOOR MapHaHHa 0CMeJIUIach
IIPOCUTH ero uMs st peberka HamoneoHa.

#30H, ¢ meTcTBa MPUBLIKIIKY OpaTh Cynb0y 3a pora ¥ 60POTHCS 3a XKU3Hb TOJILIMUA PYKaMH... A30H,
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KOTOPBIY IIpH3HAaBal BJIaAbIKOM TOJIBKO OKeaH, f30H 4eThIpeX MOpPEeil... UMEHHO OH CMOXKET UX
3AlIUTUTh U 0KA3aTh UM IIOKPOBUTEJILCTBO, el U ee peOeHKy. Pa3Be OH TOrma He yroBapuBall ee
II0CJIeIOBaTh 3a HUM, YTOOBI OHA MOTjIa 00peCcTy MUP U CIIOKOMCTBUE B €T0 TUTAaHTCKOW CBOOOOHOM
cTpaHe?

Pa3Be He oH nucan: «BcrioMuHaWTe, YTO g CYLIECTBYIO X HAX0XYCh B JOITY Ilepef BaMU...»? Tereps
MapraHHa IIOIIPOCUT €T0 3aIyIaTUTh 3TOT Koar. OH He CMOXKeT 0TKa3aTh, 100 K TOMY, YTO cynb0e
YyTOZHO OBLIO C HEY COTBOPUTH, U OH NIPUJIOKUIL PYKY.

OpHaXnabl HOYBIO OH BHIPBAJ ee U3 KaMeHosioMeH [llaiio u nenkux Korteir ®aHInoH. Teneps ke emMy
Hayo 1000 IEeHOM MOSBUTHCS 3[eCh U 130aBUTh €€ OT TAWHCTBEHHOI'0 HE3HAKOMIIa, KOTOPOT'0
KPECTHBIY IIPOYUT €Ul B MyKb4.

OpHako npu 3ToM MapuaHHa IIjla Ha Y2KaCHYI0 XKepPTBY: OHa OTKa3hIBalaCh XKUTh B KPYTY
Hamnoneona, ona oOpekana ce0st Ha pa3iyKy C HUM, MOXeT ObITh, HaBcerfa. 30H He OBITT YeI0BEKOM,
KOTOPBIM COTIACUTCS Ha KOMUYHYIO POJIb IIOACTaBHOTO MyxKa. CTaB cynpyrou fA30Ha, faxe eCiu OH
He KCIIOJIb3yeT CBOM eCTECTBEHHEBIE ITPaBa, OHA OOJIKHa OyHeT CiIeloBaTh 3a HUM U XUTh TaM, I'Tie OH
noxesnaeT. be3ycnosHo, B AMepuke... OKeaH pa3iy4duT ee ¢ TI00MMBIM YeJT0BEKOM, OHa 0OJIbllle He
OymeT AbIIIaTH BO3TYXOM, OMHUM BO3OYXOM C HUM, Hafl HUMU OyayT pa3Hble HeOeca... HO pa3Be He
pasjiyduiia UX yXKe 3Ta XeHI[MHa, UMeIolIas Telleph BCe IIpaBa Ha Hero, BO3HUKIIAS MeXAYy HUMY,
KaK HellpoxoguMeii 6apsep? OcTaeTcs ofvH pebeHOK, 1 MapuaHHa 3Haja, 4To ero OymeT
IOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI JKM3Hb COXPAHUJIA TPUBIIEKATETbHOCTE.

Yo KacaeTcs fJ30Ha, TO OHA He 3HaJla, KaKue YyBCTBA OH y Hee BhI3BIBAET. [IpUBSI3aHHOCTD,
yBazkeHHe, He3KHOCTb UJTH IPOCcTo Opyxk0y? Kak TpymHo B 3ToM pa3obpaTthest! [loBepue, B m06om
ClIy4ae MoiHoe ¥ 6e30r0BOPOYHOE JOBEPHE ero MYKEeCTBY U MYZKCKOMY JIOCTOMHCTBY. B HEM pebeHOK
HalJleT OTIa, ClIOCOOHOT0 BHYIIUTH YBaXKEHUE, BOCXUIIIEHNE, MOXKET ObITh, JTI000Bb.

Y MapuaHHa cama 00peTeT C HUM eCJIi He CYacThe, TO [0 MeHbIle# Mepe 6€301acHOCTh, ©00 MeXKOY
HEeW U BCEM, YTO eH yrpoxkKaeT, OKaxkeTCs Cuila F30Ha, ero MUpOKUe MIeYyrd U HeUCCsIKaeMast
sHeprus. He Oynet Oomnbie HamoneoHna, Ho 3aTo He OymeT u ®pancruca Kpaumepa. Ho momyuut nu
f30H BoBpeMs nuckMo? Ecniu oH B AMepuke, 00 9TOM HeYero ¥ Me4rarh!..

HacupeBmuce nepep noTyxmwuM KaMUHOM, MapraHHa BCTala, IOTIHy/Iach U HallpaBUiach K
KpoBaTu. Eil BOpyr cTaso xojao0nHo. TOJIBKO celyac Ha Hee HaBaJIUilach yCTaJIOCTh IIOCIIE 3TOTr0
yxacHoro gHs. Cnats! [Tockopee crats! ¥ MoxeT OBITh, YBUIETh BO CHE Ty HAJIEKyI0 CTPaHy, O
KOTOPOM OfIHAXKIbl BeYEPOM B IIaBUJIbOHE 0COOHSIKa MaTuHbOH fA30H Bodop ¢ Tako# TOCKOM
pacckas3bBam eM...

MapuanHa cOpocuia IeHbl0ap, PacKpklla mocTennb. Ho efBa 0Ha X0Teja CKOIb3HYTh IOJI OHesio, KakK
yCIIBIIIATa CTYK B IBEPb.

— BrlI e1ie He ciuTe? — IPO3ByYall IPUTIIYLIEHHBIN T'OJI0C.

9T0 OBUT HaKOHeI ApKanuyc, 6e3yCII0BHO BePHYBIINICS HECOJIOHO X1e0aBII C OXOTH 3a JeHbraMu. ..
¥ XKeJIaHHBIM OTJBIX OTKJIagbIBajICs. MapraHHa CO B3[0XOM ITOAyMasia, YTO eMy Hafio OymeT
paccka3aTh [IOYTH BCE, YTO IIPOU3OLUIO, 338 UCKIIIOYEHNEM TOTO, YTO Kacaaoch pebeHKa
IpefmnoiaraeMoro Opaka.

[Toka 3TO OCTaHETCS ee TAauHOM.

— HWpy! — rpoMKo cka3asa OHa.
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3aTeM, IOOHAB CBOY 0ATUCTOBHIY C KpyXKeBaMU [TeHbl0ap, OHa Hafiella ero U IoIia OTKPLIBaTh ABEPb.
I'masa VII. KOMEIIMAHTHI C BYJIbBBAPA TAMIIEJIb

['po3HbIl MOMeHT mpubnuxkarncs. HacTymano BpeMs Bctpeuu ¢ dpaHcrCcoM AJis epefayu oeHer.
Huuto He oTnnyano MapuaHHY ¥ ApKafguyca OT OPyTUX [TapUKCKUX 3€Bak, KOraa IIof Beuep
CJIedyIOIIEero OHS OHU CMeLIaIuCh C MPa3gHOIIaTAlIIUMUCS, e2KeTHEBHO TOJIIUBIINMUCS BO3JIE
TEeaTPOB Ha CBeXKEM BO3[yXe, IPMapOYHHIX OasaraHoB U Kade, 3aHMMaBIIKUX GOJBIIYIO0 YaCTh
oynpBapa Tammmb. OmeTas B IIePCTSIHOEe KOPUYHEBOE IIJIaThe ¢ 0apXaTHOM OTHEIKON U KPYKEBHBIM
BOPOTHUKOM, B IIIIIKE — «HEBUOUMKe» Ha 'OJI0BE U C KOPHYHEBHIM IIJIalllOM Ha IIjleyax, MapuaHHa,
BHEIIIHE CIIOKOMHAas, XOTSI YyBCTBOBaJa ce0sl HeBaxKHO, OblJla HEOT/IMUMMa OT I0HOU OypKyasKH,
IpuIlenle noaboBaThCs YyAecaMu 3HaMeHUToro OynbBapa. ApKaguyc, B KOCTIOME LIBETa
«HMCIyTaHHAs MHIIIb», IPA YEPHOM TaJICTyKe U B (DETPOBOM IIISITIE, CTEIIEHHO BEJI €€ MOM PYKY.

OHu ocTaBuIM KapeTy 3a cafoM Kade «Tiopk». [Toroga Ovlna dyymecHasi, ¥ IO BsI3aMu
3a3esieHeBIIero OyiabBapa OPOOUIM B3a-BlIiepen MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIE TPYIIIHI TYISIOMINX OT JI0TKA
KOHOUTEpa K TOPTroBiy BadelbHEIMU TPYOOUKaMH, OT IIIaTpa CKOMOPOXOB [I0 GasaraHHbIX
IIOIMOCTKOB, TIPe[ICTaBIISBIINX CO00M HACTOSIIIIME MaJleHbKHEe TeaTphl, CTPEMSCE BCe YBUOETh Ha 3TOM
cBoe00Opa3HOM HeIPEPLIBHOM SpMapKe, B 3TOM paio KaHaTOXOAIIEB, BCEBO3MOXKHBIX (HOKYCHUKOB H...
napuxat. [locneguue, O0JbIed YacThio o0efaBIiye B AT YacOB, UCKaIM B IIPOTYJIKE TI0f
IepeBbSIMU CKOPee YIOBIETBOPEHUE AJIS KelyaoKa, Y4eM pa3BIedeHns.

Cpepnu afCcKoro IyMma, rama, My3blKY, KpUKOB 3a3bIBaJl, IePEKPHIBABIIUXCS IPOH3UTEIbHBIMU
IpU3bIBaMu TPYO ¥ rpoxoToM GapabaHoB, YCIEXOM II0IH30BaIUCh: «HecropaeMelil CIIaHel»,
CMYTJIBIY TOLIUY MaJIbli B KOCTIOME U3 MULIYPHI, KOTOPBLH UJI KUIIIlee Macjao U pa3ryIuBal 1o
packajieHHOMY XkKeJle3y, He UCIBITEBAs 3aMeTHHIX HeynoOCTB, 3aTeM «Cobaka-ragaaka»u
IpeccupoBaHHbIe 0JI0XY, TAIUBIINE MAHAATIOPHbIE IIOBO30YKHY UJIU CPakKaBIINECS Ha Oy3/H
OynaBkamu. Ha 3agpanupoBaHHOM OPaHKEBOM C CHHKM IIOMOCTE BHICTYIIa/l BHICOUEHHBIM CTapUK C
naTtpuapiiei 60pogoi.

— BxopguTe, maMbl ¥ TOCIIONA, CETOMHS MBI JaeM HeoObYalHOe IIpeICcTaBlIe e Mo Ha3BaHueM «I1up
y IleTtpa, unu MonHuel cpaxxeHHas ATesi», KOMeIHUIO B IISITH aKTaX C lepeMeHou neKopalui,
OTHEHHBIM JOXK[EM B IIITOM aKTe U OUBEPTUCMEHTOM MafeMya3enb Manara. 3HaMeHUTHIY [I0TpUB CO
BCeM ero rapaepobomM ceirpaet JoH XKyana! [Tepen BaMu ofiexka U3 4eTBEPTOro akTa. CMoTpuTe!
KocTioM C 307T0THCTBIM OTIMBOM, XKa00 ¥ MaHKETHl U3 HaCTOSAUMX (HIaHAPCKUX KPYyXKeB. A Terephb
IIpefCcTaBIsieM BaM I0HYI0 Manara co6CTBEHHOM IIepCOHOM, YTOOH JOKa3aTh, UYTO €e KpacoTa He
SBJIE€TCA XUMEPOU. ABU CBOM UK, I0HasA Manara!

HeBonbHO npuBieYeHHas He CTOIBKO KpacHO0aCTBOM 3a3bIBajibl, CKOJIBKO KPACOYHBIM JEKOPOM,
MapuraHHa yBUENa, KaK MTOSBUIACH CHUSIOIIAS MOJIOIOCThI0O O4apoBaTeIbHast OPIOHETKA B IECTPOM
IIeJIKOBOM IIJIaThe, CO CBEPKAIOIIUMHU LIEXMHAMU B [JIMHHEIX KOCAX, KOTOPas rPalio3HO
IIPUBETCTBOBasa Ny0/IKUKY, BEI3BAB 'POM allJIONXCMEHTOB.

— Kakas oHa XopoleHbpKas! — BOCKIUKHYyIa MapuanHa. — He npaBga iy, Xaibp, 4TO OHa
BLIHYXK[I€Ha BHICTYIATh HA TAKUX XKaJIKUX IIOIMOCTKaX?

— B aTux 6anaraHax ropa3go GOIbIle TaJlaHTOB, YeM BH cebe mpefcTaBiseTe, MapuaHHa. YTo xke
KacaeTcst MajeMya3enib Majara, MOroBapuBaT, YTO OHA M3 XOPOILIEH CEMBbH U YTO €€ OTEll, 3TOT
6opomay, COXpaHSIOUINH ¥ B peMecyie 3a3bIBaJibl CBOe0Opa3Hoe Belndre, BaXKHEIM CEHBOD,
OIYCTHBIIMHCS U3-3a HE 3HAI0 YK KAaKOW TeMHOU ucTopuu. Ho eciu BH KejlaeTe, Mbl BEPHEMCS CIOfia
KaK-HHOyIb BeYePOM IM0ATIONUPOBATh UM. $1 X0Tel Obl, YTOOH BH yBUAEMW Marnara TaHIyoIen
BMECTe C MafieMya3elb Po30ii, ee mapTHepued. Mano ects 6anepuH B Onepe, KOTOpbie MOTYT
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IIOXBaCTaThCS MONO0HOM rpanuei... Ho ceituac, MHe KaXKeTCs, Y HaCc eCTh IPyToe [Iero.

MapuraHnHa IoKpacHena. B aToit atMocdepe 6€33a60THOTO NMpa3gHUKa, Cpeau ObIoIEeH KITI0UoM —
HAIMyCKHOM WM MOMJIMHHOM — PafloCTH, OHA Ha KaKoe-TO BpeMs 3abklyia O TJIaBHOM IIPUYKUHE
nocelreHuss uMu OybBapa TaMIib.

— I B camoM fene, rae xke HaXOOUTCS 3TOT BBICTABOYHEIHN 3aJl, roe MBI OOJIZKHBL BCTPETUTHCA C...

Oxa 3amHynack. Eif Bce TpyaHee u TpyaHEee cTano mpou3Hocuth uMs Opancuca Kpanmepa.
ApKkapinyc, BHIHYB U3-TIOf PYKU MOPT(heb, cogepKaluil NAThbAeCIT THICSY JINBPOB B 0@aHKOBCKUX
Ounerax, KoToprle MapuaHHa 3TUM yTpOM Ionyuuiia y 6ankupa Jlabura, mokasas Ha 00JIbIIOE
3[aHKe C HOBOTpedYeCKUM (acajoM, BO3BHIIAOINEECS Hall MOPEM aJIaTOK ¥ MMOAMOCTKOB.

— HewmHoro panbiie 3a qupkoM «OnuMnusi», rae rocnogud OpaHKOHM ITOKa3bIBaeT APECCUPOBaHHBIX
jotrae, Bel BUAUTE CTAPHIM OOM C 0aTKOHOM, KOTOPHIM MONEPKUBAIOT YeTEIpe KOPUHGPCKIE
KOJIOHHBL. 9TO ¥ eCTb My3eil BOCKOBHIX (puryp cenbopa Kaprteioo. MecTo 04YeHb HUHTEPECHOE, BHI
ybequTech, HO OyObTE OCTOPOXKHBI, CMOTPHUTE TI0J HOTH...

3mech CTpPAIIHO TPSA3HO.

IericTBUTEIBHO, YTOOH 000MTH OYepenu, cobupaBiIrecs mepen TeatpaMu ['et3 u AMourio — KoMuk,
Tie Kpuyaled pacuBeTKy a(uiny JOMOTaauch KIHEHTOB TaK XK€ HaCTOSITEeNIbHO, KaK M 3a3bIBaJIH,
IPHUIIJIOCH CHAEIAaTh KPIOK IO KPOBOM [IePEBLEB, TIe 3eMJIS ITOCTIe CUIIBHOTO MoK/ IPeBPaTHIACh B
MecHBO. BaTara raMeHOB IIPOIIIa MUMO, TOPJIaHS IIPUIIEB U3 MOOHOM MeceHKu [le30I1be:

OmHO MECTEeYKO eCTh Y Hac,
JIr006J110 ero, KakK XWU3Hb.

U tam s moma BCAKHUM pas,

Mot Tammib-0ynbBap, AePXKUCH!

— HamepeHue xopolllee, HO PUTOPUKaA JOCTOMHA COXaleHus:, — 3aMeTu 2KonuBassb, cTapasich 110
BO3MOXKHOCTH yOepeub MapuaHHY OT OPHI3T I'PS3H, JIETAIIEN U3-TI0f HOT raMeHoB. — Kak Hu
IevabHO 3aCTaBIISTh Bac IPoOUPAThCS 3[eCh, 3TO JIydllle, YeM UATH MUMO dacaZoB TeX JOMOB.

— Ilouemy xke?

KonvBanb yKa3al Ha IPU3EeMUCTHIM AOM, TPUKOPHYBLINY MeXAy My3eeM BOCKOBHIX GUTYDP U
HeOOJIbIIINM TeaTPUKOM, ellle IYCThIM, C IIOJIOTHSIHOM BBIBECKOM, BO3BeIlaollei, 4To 3To TeaTp
TUIUIYTOB. [IepBhIl 3TaXk 3TOTO oMa OB 3aHSAT MPOCTOPHHIM KabayKoM, Hafl IBEPhI0 KOTOPOTO
BhIBECKA M300pazkajla Cpe3aHHBIN KOJIOC.

— DTO 04YapoBaTe/IbHOE MECTEYKO U eCTh KabauoK «CIIOMaHHHIN KOJIOC»— OIMHO U3 BIaJleHUY Halllen
noporoii ®pancuc — Koposnesckoi Jlunuu. Jlydiie He MOAXOOUTEL K HEMY OIM3KO.

OpHo ymomuHaHue 00 OTBpPaTUTeNbHOU coolmmuuIe ®paHcrca 3aCTaBUIIO0 COAPOrHYThCS MapuaHHy,
yKe IOCTaTOYHO YTHETEHHYIO TeM, UYTO JOJIKHO Obly10 mpoun3oiTu. OHAa ycKopuia maru. Yepes
HECKOJIbKO CEKYHI OHU ObITM Ha MecTe. Y BXofia B My3el CTOSJI Ha IOCTY BEJIMKOJIETIHbIH MTOTbCKUMN
yJlaH, Tak XOPOIIIO CAeJIaHHBIN, YTO MapruaHHe MPHUIIIOCH TOMONTH BIJIOTHYIO, YTOOH YOeIUThCS B
TOM, YTO 3TO MaHeKeH, a ApKaguyC TeM BpeMeHeM IIoIles 3a OuneramMu. YiiaH OblJI, BIIPOUEM,
eOUHCTBEHHLIM YKpaIlleHueM BX0fla, BHITJISIAEBIIETO JOBOJILHO CKPOMHO C €ro ABYMS JIaMIIMOHAMHU U
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3a3HIBAJION, HEYTOMUMO IIPDHU3BIBABIINUM IIdPHU2KAH IIOCMOTPETH «...007ee HaCTOo4AIIuX, 94€M B CaMOM
gejie» CUJIbHBIX MHUPa CeTro.

He 6e3 konebanuii MapuaHHa Bolia B OOJIBIION 3aJ1, Mpa4YHBIM, 3aKOTYEHHBIHN, B KOTOPHIM CBET
IIPOHUKAJ U3 HYXKABIIUXCA B CEPbE3HOM YXOZe OKOH. fICHEBIN, CONTHEYHBIN JeHb OTCI0a Ka3acs
CepEIM, TYMaHHLIM. JTO IIPUAABaJio HaXOOUBIIUMCS TyT BOCKOBEIM IIePCOHAaX)KaM CTPaHHYI0
HepeaslbHOCTh, KOTOpasl MorJia Ovl ObITH yApy4alolnel, eciau Obl BO3rIachl U CMeX ITOCETUTENeN He
pas3psixKanyu TOCKIIUBYIO aTMoCchepy.

— Kak 3gech Xx010qHO0, — B3[IPOTHYB, ITpolenTana MapruaHHa, B TO BpeMs KaK OHHU, TKOOBI
BOCXHUIIIAsICh OUEHbh BOMHCTBEHHKIM H300pakeHNeM IMOKOMHOI0 Mapiiasa JIaHHa, OTIsIIbIBAINCh
BOKPYT, HaflesICh YBUAETh CPEOU TUX XKUBHIX U HEXKUBHIX OpaHcuca.

— Ia, — cornacuscs 2ZKonuBajb, — ¥ HAII APYKOK OIla3[bIBaeT.

MapraHHa HUYEro He OTBeTUNa. Ee HeoMoraHue YCUIMBAIOCh, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a ITPUCYTCTBUS
CJIMIIKOM TI0X0XKHUX HAa OPUTHHAJIBI BOCKOBBIX GUTyp. ['TaBHas rpyIna, 3aHUMaBIIas EHTP
o0IIKMpPHOTO 3asa, MpeacTaBisia HamomeoHa 3a CTOIOM co cBoel ceMbeit. Bce BoHamapTh OBLIM TYT:
Kaponuna, 9nu3a, [TonuHa, cypoBas rocrnoxa MaTh Bo BOOBbEW ByasH, efiBa i 60ee HETHYLIASCS,
yeM ee 1poobpas. Ho Gombinie Bcero MapruaHHy IPUBORUII B 3aMelIaTe/IbCTBO BOCKOBOM UMIIepaTop.
Ee He mOKHUIano OIIyIleHre, YTO 3TH 9MaJleBhie Ijla3a MOTJIM BUMNETh €€ B TOT MOMEHT, KOT{la OHa
Besla ce0sT KaK 3alpaBCKasi 3aroBOPINUIlA. Y Hee MOSBUIIOCH XKejlaHue OpOCUTh Bce 1 6exkaTh He
TOJIBKO OT B3TJIsIfA, HO U M3-3a HHCTUHKTUBHOM 00513HM yBUAETh dpaHcuca.

IoragriBasich 0 ee COCTOSHUHU, ApKafinyC MOMOIIeNl K KMIIEPATOPCKOMY CTOJTy U CTaJjl IOAIIyYHUBaTh.

— Bur He nipencTaBnsieTe cebe, M0 KAKOM CTEIIEHU 9TOT CTOJI OTPaxKaeT UCTOPHI0 dpaHIuu. 3mech
MOZKHO BHUOeTh JItomoBuka XV U ero BhICOYAUIIIEe CEMEeNCTBO.

KomuteT 00111eCTBEHHOT'O CIIACEHUS U €r0 BeICOYalIee ceMencTBO. [IUPEeKTOPHIO U ee BRICOYaiiliee
ceMelCTBO. Temeps 3mech Hamoneon u ero BrICcOYallllee CEMEMCTBO, HO BBl 3aMedaeTe, YTO He
XBaTaeT uMIepaTpullsl. Mapus-Jlyu3sa elle He ToToBa. BripoueM, s He yOeXKaeH, 9YTo IS ee
M3TOTOBJIEHUS He UCIOJIb3YIOT HECKOIBKO KyCKOB MafaM [lomnanyp, cTaBllel HexelaTellbHOU. 3aTo
g yOexXIeH, UTo 3TH PPYKTH CTOSAT CO BpeMeH JltogoBuka XV... IBIIb TOXKE JOJIKHA OBITh
HACTOPUYECKOH!

Ho menanHast BecenmocTh 2KonuBast BeI3Basia Y MapraHHH TOJIBKO cltabyio yaeOKy. I'me xe ®paHcuc?
Mornonyio XKeHIIMHY Iyraja MBICIIb O er0 MOSBIEHUH, HO, C APYTOM CTOPOHHI, OHA X0Tejla CKopee
IIOKOHYUTD C 3TUM U TIOKUHYTh MECTO, HEe BhI3hIBABILIEE ¥ Hee HUUETo, KpoMe HelmpUsI3HHU.

Y BOpyr oH oOKa3zasics 3geck. MapuaHHa yBUela, KaK OH BO3HUK U3 CaMOro TeMHOro yria. OH
BHE3aITHO IT0Ka3aJIiCs 3a BaHHOM, B KOTOPOX MapaT arouu3uposai nom HoxoM IllapmoTtel Kopmoo,
OJleTHIM KaK OypiKya, mpsidya U0 MO MOJISIMU KOPUYHEBOU MIJISIIIH ¥ IOMHSTHIM BOPOTHUKOM IIJTallla.
OH CcTpeMUTEIbHO HAllpaBUJICS K MOJIOJIOM XKEHIIMHE U ee CIIYTHUKY, 1 MapuaHHa, 3HaBIIas ero
OOBIYHYIO CAMOYBEPEHHOCTD, C HEKOTOPHIM YOUBJIEHUEM 3aMeTHusa, YTO OH 0EeCIIOKOWHO
OTJISIIBIBAETCS BOKPYT CeOls.

— BeI myHKTyanbHEl, — pPE3KO GPOCHUIT OH, HE faBas cebe Tpyaa MO3M0POBATHCS.
— Yero Hemnb3s CKa3aTh 0 Bac! — Cyxo OTIapupoBaj ApKaguyc.

— 4 3apgepxarcs. IIpouly U3BUHUTD. [|eHbI'Y C BAMU?
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— [IeHbru-To C HaMu, — 0TBeTUJ 2K0IMBasb, KPEnko NpukuMas K rpyau noptdens. — Ho ML He
BUUM, YTOOBI MafeMya3esb A'AccelbHa COITPOBOXKIaa Bac.

— 41 BepHYy ee BaM no3xke. CHavasa geHbru. KTo MHe ToKaXKeT, YTO OHU JeMCTBUTENIbHO HAaXOTCS B
atoM moptdene? — goOGaBU OH, YKa3bIBasl MasblEM Ha YIIOMSHYTHIN IPEAMET.

— CaMoe TIpUSTHOE B [eflaX, KOTOPEIe BeHellb C JIIIbMH BaIIero mouruta, MAIOPH, 9TO Hapsias
atMocdepa noBepus.

CMoTpuTE CaMu.

ApKapinyc MPOBOPHO PACKPHLT MOPTQEh, TOKa3al MATbAECAT BEKCelel Ha MPEIbSIBUTENS 110 THICSTYE
JIMBPOB KaXXObIHM, OBICTPO 3aKPHII €TI0 M CHOBA CIIPSITAJ IIOT PYKY.

— Bort Tak! — CIOKOMHO CKa3ajl 0H. — Temepsb oYepenb 3a Ballled MIeHHUIen!

®paHCuC pa3ppaxeHHO B3MaxHYJl PYKOU.

— Ilo3xke, g Xe cka3as! { npuseny ee K BaM BEYepoOM.

Celiuac s cenry ¥ He IOIK€eH 3aflePKUBAThCS 3hech! f He 4yBCTBYIO ce0s TYT B 6e30macHOCTH!

910 OBI710 3aMeTHO. C TexX MOp KaK OH MOSIBUIICS, MapruaHHe He yIaBasioCh ITOMMATh €0 B3TJIS],
nepeberaBIuii 3 CTOPOHE B CTOPOHY. Ho Temneps 1 0OHa BMelllaiiack B CIIop. I107102KUB PyKy Ha
nopTdes, CII0BHO 605Ch, 4TO ApKaguyc MPOSBUT HEYMeCTHOe 6JIaropofCTBO, OHA 3asBUIA:

— Yem MeHbIne g 6yay BUAETh Bac, TEM Jydllle OIS MeHS.

Most mBeph HMKOTITIa He OTBOPUTCS Mepeld BaMu. M peun ObITh HE MOXKET, UTOOBI BBl ITOSIBUIIUCH Y
MEHS, OIUH UJIK B UbeM-TTu00 00I11ecTBe. MBI 3aKITIOYUIIH HOTOBOP. BBl yOegunuce, 94To ¢ Moei
CTOPOHEI OH BHITIONIHEH. Teleps s HacTauBao, YT0O BHl BHITIOJIHUIIN €T0 CO CBOEH... Ha4e BCe
OCTaHETCS 110 — IIPEXKHEMY.

— YT10 5T0 3HAYUT?
— YTo BHI IOJIy4YUTE OEHBTH, TOIMHKO KOTTIa BEPHETE MOIO KY3UHY.

Cepele ra3a nopga Kpanmepa Cy3unuch, ¥ B HUX BCIIBIXHYJI YIPOXKAWIIUU 0roHb. OH KPUBO
YCMEXHYJICS.

— BBI, KaxkeTcs, 3a0BUIH YCIIOBUS HAIEro JOTOBOpPa Muias faMa? Baiia Ky3uHa, eclnu MHe He
M3MEeHsEeT IaMsITh, TOMbKO YaCTh €ro... 04eHb Masas 4acTh! OHa SBISETCS TONBKO... TapaHTueln
CITIOKOMCTBUS [IJIsT MEHsI, TI0Ka Bhl COOMPAIU 3T IeHbI'M — TapaHTHIO0 CIIOKOMCTBUS MJIST BacC.

MapraHHa He CMyTHIaCh Ilepef egBa IPUKPLITON YIPO30H.

Korpga opyzxkue CKpeluBanock, OHa BCcerga BHOBb o0peTana HyKHbIe 111 60pbObI CTIOKOMCTBHE U
yBepeHHOCTh. OHa faxe M03BoJKJIa cebe POCKOIIb TPEe3PUTENHHO YIBIOHYTHCS.

— 4 cmortpio Ha 9T0 HHayve. [Tocne Mumoit 6ecensl, K KOTOPOH B BHIHYAWIM MEHS, 51 T00ECIIOKOUTIAChH
0 HEKOTOPHIX ITPENOCTOPOKHOCTSIX, KaCaIOIIUXCsI UMEHHO MOET0 CIIOKOMCTBUS.

Brr MHe Ooibille HE CTPAIIHEI!
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— He 6nedyiite! — npoprruan ®pancuc. — B aToit urpe st cunvHelt Bac! Ecnu Ovl BH He 00SITHUCH
MEHS, BHI IIPUILIIU OBl C IIYCTHIMU PYKAMH.

— A s mpuIIIIa, TOIBKO YTOOE OCBOOOIUTH MOIO KY3UHY.

YTO0 XKe KacaeTcsl TOTO, YTO BHl Ha3kblBaeTe... 61edoM, — g paBUIIbHO cKa3ana? — y3HalTe, 4To
BUepa s BUMeJla UMIlepaTopa U faxe ocTaBaslaCh HECKOJIbKO 4acoB B €ro KaOuHeTe.

Ecnu Baumm mMmAOHK JeWCTBYIOT TaK XOPOIIO, KaK Bbl TOBOPUTE, BHI JOJIKHHI 3HATH 00 3TOM!
— 4 v 3Hat0. 3Hal0 faXe, YTO Bac OXKUAAIU YBUMETh BRIXOMSAIIEN MeXKAY ABYMS KaHIapMaMH...

— Ho MeHs IOYTHTEIFHO IPOBOAKII KAMEPAUHEDP €r0 BeJIMYeCTBa J0 UMIIEPATOPCKOM KApeTH,
MOCTaBUBINEH MEHS OMOM, — IIPOIoIZKaia MOJIofiast XKEeHIIHHA C TIOKA3HBEIM CIIOKOHMCTBUEM. PemuB
urpaTh Ba-6aHK, OHa mobaBuIIa:

— PackeuBaiiTe Balll TaCKBUJIb, MHE 3TO COBEPLIEHHO 0€3pa3InyHo.
A ecnu BH He BepHeTe Afieslaufy, He IIOJIy4YuTe HU Cy!

HecMmoTps Ha cuyibHOE OECIIOKOHMCTBO, KOTOPOE OHA He MOTJIa CepXkKaTh, CIIMIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HAs
M3BOPOTIIUBYIO AYIIY 9TOT0 YeJI0BeKa, YTOOH TOBEPUTH B OBICTPYIO Io0eny Ham HUM, MapuaHHa
BBOWHE 00pagoBaiach, 3aMETHUB, UYTO OH MEIJIUT C OTBETOM M KaXKeTCsI pacTepSHHLIM. Bums Ha muile
Apkaguyca 67113K0e K BOCXUIIEHHWIO BEIpakeHre, OHa IIOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO O/IM3Ka K BaxKHOU mobee.
Hamo mo6oit eHow ybemutsh ®paHcuca, YTO Tellepb TOILKO Aflenana UMeeT s Hee 3HaueHue. He
pagy 3TUX JeHer, KoTophle 2KoMuBasb Tak HEXKHO IIPUKKUMAN K CEPALY, HO IJIST TOTO, YTOOH
00e3BpenuTh Ha OyAyIlee 3Ty OMacHYo JTUYHOCTh. KoHeuHo, Oymyiee, MOXKeT OBITE, OymeT
IpuHaAIexkath 4300y Bodopy, HO Tak ke KakK OHa 60s71ach CTaTh 06BEKTOM CKaHMAaa B Tlla3ax
HamorneoHna, OHa He X0TeJla IpefcTaTh nepen bodhopoM 0mo30peHHo# My6IMYHO, 3aIAIMaHHON
rps3bi0. [I0CTaTOYHO yKe U TOr0, YTO eMY IIpefJiaraeTcst 6epeMeHHast OT APYroro XKeHIIHHa.

BuezanHo mopg Kpaumep B3opBacs:

— 4 oxoTHO BepHYJ OB €€ BaM, 3Ty CTapylo IUTIOXY!
TonbKo ee HET y MeHs Gorblie!

— Kak?

— YTo BHI CKazanu?

MapuanHa 1 ApKaguyC BOCKJIMKHYIU OQHOBPEMEHHO.
®paHcuc B OelIeHCTBE IIePEdePHYI IIJIeYaMu.

— Yto oHa ucyesna! OHa BEICKOIb3HYJIA U3 MOUX PYK!
Ona cbexaja, eCciy BaM TakK O0JbIe HpaBUTCS!

— Korga? — cnpocuna MapuaHHa.

— Buepa Beuepom! Korpa Bomiu B ee... KOMHATY, 4TOOH 1aTh 00el], ee TaM He 0Ka3aJioCh.

— U BBl BoOOpazxkaeTe, YTO 5 TOBEPIO B 3TO?
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BHe3anmHO CKPHITHY CTpax ¥ HeJlOMOTaHKe, He MTOKKaBIlIre MapruaHHy BCe 3TO BpeMsi, CMEHUIIUCh
BCIIBIIIKOX IPOCTHOTO HerogoBaHus. dpaHCUC YTO, CUUTAI €€ MOJTHOU AYPOUYKOU? CIUIIKOM YK
He3aMbIc/ToBaTo! OH MONMYYUT OEeHbI'M U HUYEro He JacT B3aMeH, KpOMe COMHUTEIBbHOTO o0elanus?..
C He MeHbIIEeH IPOCThi0 PPaHCHC OBICTPO OTBETHIT:

— V¥ Bac Het BrIOOpa! U B JOJIKHEL MHe BepuTh, MHe! KiIssHYCh BaM, YTO OHa MCYe3Jla U3 MoeH
TIOPbMEL.

— Ax, Bamu knaTBel! Ecnu Ob1 0Ha yOexkasa, 0Ha HeMe[JIeHHO M0sSIBUIach OBl oMa!

— ¢ roBOpIO BaM TOJIBKO TO, UTO 3Hat10. O ee OETrCTBe 5 y3HAN TOIBKO 4TO. KJITHYCh BaM B 3TOM
MOTHJIOM MOel MaTepu!

— ['me BEI mepxkanu ee? — BMelnasncsa 2KonuBaib.
— B ogHOM 13 nonBanoB «CIoMaHHOIO KOJIOCa», COBCEM OIIM3KO0 OTCIOfA.
KonuBanb paccMesincs.

— Y ®anmon? O cymaps, S He CUMTAll Bac TaKuM HauBHBIM! ECniu BB XOTUTE y3HATH, TTle OHa cenyac,
anmpecyuTech K cBoell coobmHulle. OHa, 0e3ycrioBHO, 3HaeT! be3 COMHeHUs, el I0Ka3anock, 4To ee
[0JIs B 9TOM [eJie CJIUILKOM He COOTBETCTBYET ee TaJlaHTy UJIU [10 MEeHbIIel Mepe anneTury!

— Hert, — cyxo o6opsan nopa Kpaumep. — Ha nmogo6Huyto myTKy ®aHiioH He pemuTcs. OHa XOpOIIo
3HaET, YTO s He 3aMe[JIi0 C HaKa3aHueM... ¥ OecnomagubM! K ToMy ke ee HEHABUCTb K
YCKOJIb3HYBILIEH U3 €€ PYK CTapOU BebMe He BhI3biBajla COMHEHUU. JIyyllle eil He IonafaTh CHOBA B
pyku ®aHnmioH. Hayio cka3aTh, 4TO OHa fejiajia BCe, UTOOhI BEIBECTH ee U3 ce0sl.

MapwuaHHa X0poIIo 3Hasna Afnenauny, 4To0Owsl 0e3 Tpyaa MpefcTaBUTh cebe, Kak OHA BOCIIPUHSIIIA
[IOXUIIEHNE U 3aK/II0YEeHNe.

®anmon — Koponesckas JIunus, HeB3upas Ha Bce ee O€CCTHIICTBO M HATJIOCTh, Hallla cede
NOCTOWHYIO COIIEPHHUIY, ¥ BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO, YTO OTBAXKHOU [€BE yAal0Ch YCKOJIb3HYTh U3 ee Jall.
Ho B TakoM cny4ae rae ke oHa? [loueMy He BepHyJach Ha JIMIIbCKYIO yIUILY?

®pasncuc Bce 6osblile TEPSJI TePIIEHNE. YKe HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl OH HEeIIPEPHIBHO OTJIAIbIBAJICS B
CTOPOHY BXOJa, i€ MOSBUJICS TPOMaAHBIM I'Bapfeel] C TaKOM POCKOLIHOM 00POAOY ¥ OIMHHENIINMU
yCaMy, 4TO ero rojioBa B BEICOKOM IIaIIKe C KPACHBIM IIIOMaxkeM, Ka3asloch, IpuHaaiex)asia KakoMy
— TO CTPAHHOMY BOJIOCATOMY 3BEDIO.

— [lokoHYUM C 3TUM! — CcHOBa 3aropopuil Opancuc. — A yxe IOTEPSI CIUIIKOM MHOTO BpeMeHu! 4
He 3Halo, TTe 9Ta CTapas CyMacIleflas, HO Korma-Hu0yob OHa SBUTCS K BaM...

Hensru!..

— Hu 3a 4T0, — OTYETIUBO IIPpOTOBOPHIIA MapI/IaHHa. — BrI ux IIONMY4YUTE TOJIBKO TOT'Id, KOT'Oa
BEPHETCA MO Ky3HHAa.

— Brl Tak cunTaeTe? A g roBOPIO, UTO Bhl fJaauTe ux MHe HeMenneHHO! Hy! Brictpo! [laBaliTe ciofa
nOopTQens, 3aMOPHII, KHAYE...

Bre3zamnnHo MapI/IaHHa u 2KomnuBaib yBUOEIIN, KaK U3 CKIIaOOK IIJIallla q)paHCHca IMOABUIIOCH OYJIO
IMUCTOJIETA U YT'POKAIOIE HAIIPABUJIOCE IIPSAMO K I'Pyan MOJIOZIOM KEHIIHAHEI.

MapuanHa ¥ HeM3BeCTHBIN U3 TocKaHbI 118 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

— 41 3Han, 4TO BHl 3ayNPSIMUTECH U3-3a CTAPyXu, — mpoinunesn nopa Kpaumep. — Hy, neHbru, unu s
ctpensio! Y He nBuraiitech, 0COOEHHO BH, JOBEPEHHOE JIUIIO, a TO...

Cepmaiie MapuaHHH 3a6unochk ¢ mepedosimu. C uckasupuierocs muiia ®paHcrca Ha Hee CMOTpeia
caMa cmepTh. TakoBa Oblyla €ro Kax/a 30J10Ta, YTO OH, 6€3yCI0BHO, HE KONe6IsICh BRICTPEITUT, HO
OHa He TIPOSIBUT CTPaxa mepeq HuM. I'Ty60Ko B3MOXHYB, OHA BEIIPSIMHUIIACH BCEM TEJIOM.

— 3mecs? Bel He OCMeeTe, — C IPe3PEeHUEM CKa3ala OHa.
— Toyemy? TyT HET HUKOT0, KPOME 3TOTO COJIFATA... ¥ OH faJieKo. 5 ycmero yoexarTs.

IeliCTBUTEIBHO, BEICOKUY TPEeHAlep CIIOKOMHO MTPOTYTUBAJICS, 3a/I0KUB PYKH 3a CIIUHY, MUMO
BBICOKUX Guryp. OH MeIJIeHHO IOOIIes K UMIePAaTOPCKOMY CTOJIY U He CMOTPEJI B UX CTOPOHY. Y
®pancuca ObIIO JOCTATOYHO BPpeMeHH, YTOOL! BHICTPEIUTE HECKOIBKO Pa3.

— JloroBopuMcs, — npeanoxun Apkaguyc. — [ToI0BUHY celyac U MOJIOBUHY, KOTHa BEPHETCS
Magemya3enb Anenaupa!

— Hert! CnumkoM mo3mHo 1 Y ME€HS HET BPpEMEHH.

MHe HYKHBI IeHbI'H, YTOOBI BEPHYTHCS B AHTJINIO, TTle V MeHs fefa. MTak, JaBaiTe JeHbIH, UK S
BO3bMY UX CHUJION U Iepe[ 0The3[NOM Halily BO3MOXKHOCTh PACIPOCTPAHUTh MOU KeJIThE TUCTOBKH.
Kakos 6ymeT ux a¢dekT — yBugute. X0TsI, €C/Ii BE YMpeTe, 3TO He OymeT Bac 6eCIIOKOUTS.

[Tuctonet YI'POZXKaloIne 3akosebasncs B PykKe (DpaHCI/ICEI.

MapuaHHa pacTepssHHO oryistHynack. O, ecu 6bI MOKHO OBITIO T03BaTh 3TOTO coparta!l Ho ox
BHe3anHo ucyes... ®pancuc 6e1 cunbHee. Hamo crnaBathcs.

— Orpgatite €My OEeHbI'd, Opyr MOM, — CKa3aJjla OHa GGCHBGTHBIM roJiIoCOM, — BC€ PABHO €TI0 IIOBECAT.

He roBops HU crnoBa, ApKaguyc npoTsHy nmoptdens. dpaHcuc KagHO CXBATUIT €70 U CIIPSTA TOf
mnamoM. [IucToneT ucueld TaMm ke, K 00erdeHni0 MapraHHel, KOTopasi, BUOs 6e3yMue B JIeISTHBIX
rna3ax Opancuca, 60s171ach, YTO OH BCe PABHO BHICTPeUT. OHa He X0TeJla YMUPaTh, 0COOEHHO TaKUM
raymnbiM oOpa3om. 2Ku3Hb npruobdpeTasa B ee Tla3ax, OHa JaXe He 3Haja Mo4yeMy, HeoObh4anHyIo
IIeHHOCTh. HaunHas ¢ caMoro JeTcTBa OHA CIMIIKOM MHOTO OT/MaJia, YTOOBI COTIAaCUThCS IOTEPSTE ee
BOT TaK, IOM MyJed ogepKuMoro. ®paHCUC YXMBITBHYJICS, OTBEYAs Ha ee TOCIeTHUE CII0Ba.

— He HapeliTecs! Y miofielt Moero ToJKa KpelnKas XK13Hb, 3alJIaTUB, Bbl yOeUIKUCh B 9TOM. MHI elre
yBupuMcs, goopeiimas Mapuantaa! [IoMHUTe, YTO ST OCTaBJISI0 BAC TOJILKO Ha rof!

Hcnomns3yiiTe ero!

HeOpekHO KOCHYBIIKCH TaJbIleM LIJISAIE, OH MMPOCKOJIB3HYII MeXKAY 3aCTHIBUIMMU HUTYypaMU
IIPUABOPHAIX, KaK BAPYT HEOXKUAAHHO yrasl. [IosBUBIINICS U3-3a UCIIOIMHCKOTO N300pakeHus
Mapirrana Oxkepo TpeHafiep CBaIMiI eTo Ha TOJI.

OurenomneHHass MapraHHa U ApKaguyCc CMOTPeNH Ha CLENMUBIINXCS B IPOCTHOM CXBATKe MYXKYMH.
['peHapep UMeN IPEeUMYIIIeCTBO B POCTe U Bece, HO PpaHCHC, 3aHUMABIIHICS, KaK U BCE aHTTIUHACKHE
IBOPSIHE, CIIOPTOM, OTIUYAJICS HeoOBYaiHOM CUJION U JTOBKOCTHIO. K TOMY e OH OBIT OXBaueH
THEBOM ITPX MBIC/IM, YTO CXBaY€H B MOMEHT, KOT'la IIOJIyYHII JONIT0KaHHbIE JeHbI'H, KOTOPEIE
obecrieyrBaIy eMy HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB POCKOIITHOM KU3HU. BOpsICh, OH UCIyCKaJl SPOCTHHIE KPUKH,
TOTHAa KakK OPYroil cpaXkascs Moja4a, CTapasch MPUOABUTh K IIOJIy IPOBOPHOTO, M3BUBAIOIIETOCS, KaK
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yrops, mpoTuBHUKa. OOXBaTUB APYT APYTa, CpaXKaloluecs MOJHSINChH U 3aCThUIH 7100 B 1100, C
OKaMEeHEBIIMMHU MBIIIIaMH, COMS U phlya, Kak ObIKM Ha apeHe.

[pematenbckuil yoap Horow [TpuHec mobeny ®pancucy. Co cTpafiambYecKuM CTOHOM I'PeHafiep
COTHYJICS BIBOE U, IepzKach 3a XKMUBOT, yIIasl Ha KoneHu. He mMetkasi, ®paHCUC TTOAXBATHTT
OTJIETEBIINY B CTOPOHY MOPT(MEND ¥, TSKEJI0 [AbIIIa U MOUIaTHBasICh, UCYe3. MapruaHHa U ApKaguyc
OOHOBPEMEHHO TIOCIEIINIIH K er0 HeYIaWINBOMY ITPOTUBHUKY, YTOOBI TIOMOYb €My MOJHATHCS. Ho
MyK4HUHa, 110 — [IPEKHEMY CTOS Ha KOJIEHSX, JOCTAJl CBUCTOK U IIOfaJl IPOH3UTEIbHEIN CUTHAJL.

— BupHo, 4 3apKaBesl UM XBaTUJI JIUIIKY! — C 1OMOPOM 3asiBUJI OH. — Bce paBHO OH [jaJIeKo He
yiimeT. KoHeuHo, g mpegnoydesn 66l caM CKPYTUTH ero! 3M0poBO OH MeHS IIapaxXHyJl... Ja ellle CKOIbKO
nmoberath mpuiiock! [la magHo! 3TO CTOUT YOOBOIBLCTBUS CHOBA YBUAETH T€0s, MaslbIIlIKa.

OH BCTasl O[] HEJOBEPYUBHIM B3TJIIOM MapuaHHBI, KOTOpas ¢ POOKOM paloCThi0 BCITYIIIMBaIacCh B
MCXOUBIINY U3 MyTaHUIIEI BOJIOC TAKOM 3HAKOMEIH TOJI0C.

— B03M0OXKHO 11 3T0? — IpollenTana oHa. — 4 CImo?

— Jla HeT, 9T0 TO4YHO 1. HuKak He y3Haelb cBoero asaaomKy Hukoma? [Ipu3Hatoch, 4To O MeHS
ObLI0 6ONBIIUM CIOPIIPU30M YBUAETHL Te0S BOPYT! I He paCCUUTHIBAJI BCTPETUTE Te0s!

— Hukona! Hukona Manepycc! — B3peixasia BocxullleHHad MapuaHHa, B TO BpeMsl KaK IPUBULIEHHE
130aBJIAI0Ch OT (pasIbIIINBOM PacTUTENbHOCTHA. — Ho oTKyza Bbl mpubsuin? 4 Tak 4acTo AyMasna o
Bac!

— 4 Toxe, ManIOTKa, 1 94acTo gyMas o Tebe! YTo KacaeTcsl MecTa, OTKyAa 5 TOSIBUJICS, TO OHO TO XKe
camoe: Aurnus! 9 gonro BeICTIEXKMBA 9TOT0 3BEPs, OYKBaIbHO MTPOCKOJIE3HYBIIET0 ¥ MEHS MEXKY
najbllaMy, HO cedyac OH [OKeH ObITh B pyKax Moux Kojer! OH mpoiifoxa u uaTpurad. CioBom, s
IIOTEPSII ero cJief B AHBepe U C TPYAOM CHOBa Hamasl Ha Hero 3[ECh.

— [Touemy BEHI ITpecenoBaId ero?«

— MHe HaJo CBECTU C HUM CYETHL... B BEICIIEN CTeIeHU BaXKHbBIE CUETH, U 5 3aCTaBJII0 €ro 3aliaTUTh
[o nocnepHero cantuMa!l CMOTpuUTe, 4TO S BaM roBopui? BoT ero u Benyr.

cI)pElHCI/IC KpaHMep OEelCTBUTENIFHO CHOBA IIOSIBUJICS B 3ajle, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 ero gepxKajiu 4eTBePO
MOIIHBIX ITOINIIEUCKHUX.

HecMmoTps Ha CBsi3aHHBIE PYKH, OH ITPOIOIKAJ OTYAsIHHO OTOMBATHCS U €TI0 CTPAXKHU BHIHYK/IEHBI
ObLIM He BECTH, a TPOCTO BOJIOYUTH ero. besblil Kak MOJIOTHO, C IIEHOM ¥ pTa, oH O6pocarn
yOuMCTBEHHbIE B3TJISILI B CTOPOHY TOJIIIHI, COOPABINENCS Y BXOAa ¥ C TPYAOM YOepKUBaeMou
JKaHOapMaMH.

— INomasnack OTHYKA, HAYAJIBHUK! — CKa3aJl OMUH U3 IIOJIUIIEHCKHX.
— Xopomo! OTBeguTe ero B BeHCeH, TONBKO MO YCUIEHHON 0XPaHOU, JIafHO?
— CoBeTy OTIIYCTUTH MeHsl, — IIpopridan dpaHCuUC, — WHA4e BH I0oXKaneeTe!

Huxkona Manepycc, cupeub bnak ®uin, mopomesn K HeMy U HaKJIOHUJICS, YTOOB PaCCMOTPETh
no6nmuxe.

— ThI Tak cunTaens? A S CUMTAl0, YTO THI II0XKAJIEEMNIh, YTO Ha CBET POOuJIICAd, KOTr'a A SBfIMYCB
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ToOoI1! [laBaii, xKuBe!
B oguHOUYKY!
— OTO HallUIA y HeT0, — CKa3aJl OiUH U3 areHTOoB, IPOTAruBas NopTdesnb. — TaM IO0JIHO AeHer...

[Tpu BuAe UCCTYIIEHHOTO B3TIsAIa, KOTOphM OpaHCcuc MpoBoxKan yTpaueHHy0 Jo0bdy, MapuaHHa
TIOHSIJIa, YTO 3TU JeHbTU OBIIU [JIST HeTO BaxkKHee CBOOOMI U YTO, €CJIM €TI0 JIUIIUTh UX, OH CTaHEeT
CMepTeIbHO OIIaCHBIM, CHOBA OKa3aBIIKCh Ha cBoOOfe. Pa3Be Apkagnyc He BUIEI €T0 BEIXOASAILIUM OT
Oyme? Pa3Be He OMYCTUIICS OH Pafy JeHeT A0 Xy[lleld MOAJIOCTH, O CaMOr0 THYCHOTO ITaHTaXa?
OCTOpPOKHOCTD MTOACKA3kIBaa, YTO, YUUTHIBAS PACKPHITYI0 APKaJlyCOM TalHYyI0 CBSI3b MEXKOY
nmopaoM Kpaumepom u ®yiie, et ciieioBaio 6bI OCTAaBUTL MY [T0OBITEIE HEYECTHBIM ITyTEM HEHbIH.
Ho HeoxupmaHHas ynadya — nossieHue broka ®uia Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[la OHa 3allylaTUja
BBIKYTI, — He OblIa TM 3HaMeHHeM poKa? A y IonaBIIero B PyKu Irpo3Horo 6peToHiia ®paHcuca OBIIO
MaJio IIIaHCOB Ha n30aBlieHre OT HE3aBUIHOM CyAbOHl. 3aKII0UYeHHbN B BeHCEHE, YbM CPEIHEBEKOBLIE
BeJIMYECTBEHHEBIE OalllHU €M KaK-TOo MOKa3biBalK, OH He OymeT Oombile omaceH st Hee. Kpome Toro,
OXBaTHUBILIEE ee XKeJIaHNe OTOMCTHUTH ObIJIO CIUIIKOM CUIBHBIM. YIHIOHYBIIKUCH, OHA IIPOTSHYJA PYKY K
mopTdernto.

— 9TO0 MOH OeHbI'H, — CKa3aja OHa TUX0. — JTOT... YeJIOBeK 3a0paj uX y Hac, yrpoxkas MHUCTOJIETOM,
KOTOPHIM [NOJIKeH HaXOOUThLCSA IIPU HeM. MoOry s uX B34Th?

— 4 Bupen, Kak IIJIEHHUK JeMCTBUTENILHO BEIPBAJI MOPTHENb U3 PyK rOCIOANHA, — IMOOTBepaui Biak
®wu1n, yka3wBas Ha Apkaguyca. — HUYTO He MelllaeT BEPHYTh UX BaM, Pa3 MeJi0 UIET TOIbKO O
IeHbrax. A s cC4uTa, 4TO TYT IaXHET Koe-4eM ropa3fo 60iee omacHbIM, ¥ He 6yOy CKPHIBATH,
MaJIbIKa, Tebe MoBe3Jio, YTO MBI C TO0OM yKe JaBHO 3HAKOMEL. MHaye 3T0 MOTJI0 ObI TeOe moporo
crtouTh. Hy-Ka moTpycure ero, pebsra!

B To BpeMs Kak MONUIeHCKre 0OBICKUBANIK KUTISIIET0 SPOCThi0 ®paHCuca 1 JeHCTBUTENIbHO HAIITH
CIIPATAHHOE OpYyXKue, MapuaHHa CIIPOCHUIIA:

— IToueMy 3TO MOTJIO MHE JOPOTO CTOUTH?
— [ToToMy 4TO [0 TOTO, Kak 5 Te6si MpH3Hal, s cuuTan Te0s UHOCTPaHHOU IIMHOHKOM.

— Ona? — 6pocun ®pancuc BHe cebs. — [la KTO BaM IIOBEPUT, YTO BBl HE 3HAIU, KTO OHA TakKas?
[Imtoxa! [lInuonka BoxnamapTa, Ja K TOMY e 1 ero Jio0oBHUIIA!

— A ecnu MBI 3aTOBOPUM O Bac? — OTIIapupoBana MapuaHHa C npe3peHrueM. — KakuMm nMeHeM
MOXKHO Ha3BaThb Bac, KpoOMe IIMHUOHA? YUUTEIeM MeHus?.. A MOXKET OBITh...

— ThI paHO WK MTO3[HO 3aIlJIaTUIIL MHE 3@ BCe 3TO0, MoTackyxa! f momkeH OB JOorafgaThCsi, YTO THI
IPUTOTOBUJIA MHE JIOBYIIKY. 9TO THl MEHS IIpofaa, a?

— 4?7 Kak OBl 1 Moria 9To cuenaTth? KTo U3 Hac MBOUX Ha3HAUYMUJII CBUIaHUE?
— Pasymeertcs, 1! Ho HeCMOTps Ha MOU IIpeAynpexXkaeHus, Thl U3BeCTUIa UIlleeK.

— He npaBpa! — BocknukHyna MapuasHa. — { He 3Hana, 4TO 3a BaMu ciefddaT. OTKyga g Morjia
3HATL?

— IoBonbHO nraTh! — npopbiyan OpaHcuc, coenaB pe3Koe OBHUKEHNe CBI3aHHHIMU PYKaMU, CJIIOBHO
XOTeJl yOIapuTh MOJIONYI0 XKeHIMHY. — Ha 3TOT pa3 TH BHMTpana, MapuaHHa, HO S CKOPO
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oTHIrpaioch! 1 BRIy U3 TIOPHMEL... ¥ TOTIa OEPETHUCH!

— Hy, xBatut! — 3arpemen bnak ®ui, coenaBiinii 00JbInNe T1a3a, YCILIIaB 0 B3aUMOOTHOIIEHUSIX
Mapuanus ¢ HanmoneonoMm. — 4 ke ckasas, 4ToOb ero yBenu. OTHIBapTyHTe OT MEHS 9TOT0 CyOBEeKTa
Y 3aTKHUTE eMY I'JIOTKY, Pa3 OH He X04YeT IIOMOJT4aTh. Thl, Ma/IbIIIIKa, He Aperds. fd 3Hal0 0 HeM
IOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI OTIIPABUTH €r0 Ha 3madoT, a Te, B YbHX PyKax Ka3eMaTkl BeHceHa, 6osblile He
BBHIIIYCTAT €rO0.

— W nonropa He mpoiifeT, Kak s Oyny oToMireH! — 3aBonuil ®paHCHC, HO TYT ONUH U3 IOJTUIIEHCKUX
CYHYJI eMy B POT IPSI3HBIM KJIe€TYaTHIH IJIaTOK, KOTOPHIM yAaJI0Ch HAKOHEI] 3arfIyIIUTh €r0 YTPO3HL.

OH OBITT YKpPOIIIEH, CBsI3aH... OmHaKo MapuaHHa C IOACITYIHKIM CTPAXOM CMOTpesia, Kak CTpaxa
yBomuT ero. OHa 3HaJa, KakK CUJIEH IIOCEJIUBIINICSA B 3TOM YeJIOBEKe TeHUM 3714, OHa 3Hasla, A0 KaKou
CTeTleH! OH HEHaBUOUT ee, HEHABUCThIO 37100HOM U YIIOPHOM, KOTOPas TeIeph ellle Bo3pacTeT, ubo oH
CUMTAET ee BUHOBHUIEH ero pa3obnavenus. Ho, HaunHas co cBajeOHOM HOYM, OHA TBEPHO 3HAJa,
4yTO 9Ta 60prOa MOXKET 3aKOHYUTHCS TOIBKO YHUUTOXKEHHUEM KOT'0-TO U3 HUX.

[lorapmeiBasich 0 ee MbIC/AX, 2KonuBasib B3I MapuaHHy 3a PYKY M KPEIKO I10XKal, CIIOBHO Xejasd
YCIIOKOUTH €€ ¥ HAalIOMHUTD, YTO OHA He OfHa, HO oOpatuiics K Biaky ®uimy, KOTOPBEIH CMOTPEI,
[IoTHpasd MOSICHULY, KaK ero JII0OY YBOIAT IIJIEHHUKA.

— A 4yeM OH BUHOBAT, €CJIM HE CYUTATh TOr'0, YTO OH aHTJINYaHUH, — CIIPOCHUII OH, — U TI0YEMY BEI
[IPECIeNOBaIl ero OT caMOr AHTTINN?

— Oto mnuoH KpacHou Cenenku, ¥ 04eHb ONACHBIN!
— KpacHou Cenegku? — ynuBuiiach MapraHHa.

— Jlopm ApmyT, ecnu Tebe yrogHO, B HACTOSIIIEE BPEMS BO3TIABISIONINI MUHUCTEPCTBO BHYTPEHHUX
men B KaOuHeTe Y3JICIIK U XOPOIIO U3BECTHHIM B BHICIIEM MTapUXKCKOM 00IIECTBE, JABIIEM EMY 3Ty
KJIMYKYy. Mory no0aBuTh, 4YTO €ro KeHa, oyapoBaTenibHas Mapus ®axuaHu, TOCTOSHHO KUBET B
[Tapuxke, rie OHa CAMBIM IPUATHEIM 06pa30M ITPOBOIUT BPeMs C HECKOJIbKUMU APY3bIMU, CPeOu
KOTOPHIX OBUT ¥ 3TOT BUCEIBHUK. Ho g moKJIsics noryouts KpaHMepa coBceM 110 OPYroii MpUuinHe.

— Kaxkou xke?

— [IneHHbIE C TOPTCMYTCKUX IOHTOHOB, KOTOPLIMU OH 0COOEHHO UHTEPECOBAJICS. DTOT AXKEHTIbMEH
TIOOUT OXOTY, ¥, UYTOOBI YKPACUTh CBOM [OCYT, OH 3aBejl CBOPY co0akK, HaTaCKaHHAIX Ha TPaBIIO
OexXaBINX IJICHHBIX... f BUIe/I HECKOIbKIX HECUACTHHIX, IOMMaHHBIX XUITHIKaMu KpaHmepa... unu
10 KpalHEX Mepe TO, YTO OT HUX oCTasiochk! Kinouns!

CTpalHbl{ THEB 3By4asl B IPUTJIyIIeHHOM ronoce bnska Quiiia, 3acTaBiisis KOHBYJILCUBHO
CXKMMAaThCS €T0 KyJlaku U 4yentocTu. [loTpsiceHHas MapraHHa 3aKphlla I'Jla3a lepef IpUBUAEBIIUMCSI
KOIITMapoM. KakuM 3Ke OTBPATUTENIbHEIM CYILIeCTBOM OBIT YeJIOBEK, C KOTOPHIM ee coemuuuu! Kakas
0e3mHa MepP30CTH, CAflUCTCKOM KECTOKOCTH CKPHIBAIaCh 3a MPEKPACHBIM JTUIIOM ¥ MaHepaMu
npuHila! OHa 1oYeMy-TO BCIIOMHUJIA O 3aKJIIOUEHHOM C KapauHasnioM CaH-JIOpeHI[0 [oroBope U
BIIEPBHIE OIIyTHIIa MPU3HATEILHOCTL K KPECTHOMY. UTO YTOMHO, NUIIb OBl He UMETh HU MaJleHnInen
CBSI3U C TAKUM YyHOBHUIIEM!

— ITouemy Bl He youmu ero? CoOCTBEHHBIMU PyKaMHU? — THXO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— IToToMy uTO 51 mpexXkpe Bcero ciayra ummneparopa! [ToTomy 4To g X04y, 4T00 €r0 CyIuIy, U He X04y
JIUIIATh TUIBOTUHY €T0 TOJIOBH. Ho ecny cyopu He IOMIIIOT ero Ha 3madoT, 9 KJISHYCh, 9YTO caM yOblo
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ero... uiu cioMaio cede meio! Hy, moBonbHO 00 aToM! TTosiBuINCE ToceTuTenu. Hamo yCTynuTh MecTo
BOCKOBBLIM (PUTypaM.

el CTBUTEIBHO, OBA-TPU JIIOOOMBITHEIX OCTOPOKHO BOIIIH B 0CBOOOXKIEHHEINA OT IOTHUIIEHCKHUX 3a7l.
VX TpeBOKHEIE B3TJISIbI KCKAIU IPOOOJIXKEHNe Pa3bIrPaBILIecst JpaMbl, HHTEPEeCOBABIIEH X
Oombiie, YeM 00HUTATEIM My3est, KOTOPHIMYU OHU IIPUILIIHN I0JTI000BATHCS.

— Kaxk 051 HE Xopo1io OBLITO O6H.I€CTBO, C HUM IIPUXOOUTCA PACCTABATLECA, — B3TOXHYII XKonusanb. —
Ecnu BEI He couTeTE HEeyMECTHBIM, MBI MO2KEM YﬁTH oTcioga. [lomxkeH IIPU3HATLCS, 4YTO B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB BC€ 3TU HEIIOABUXKHEIE (I)I/Il"ypbl...

— WpuTe, BaM U B caMoOM fieJie He4yero 0osbliie 30ech genaTh. CKaxkuTe TOJIBKO, e S MOTY C BaMHU
BCTPETUTHCSA. S 0CTalOCh, pa3 y aHT/IMYaHWHA He OKa3asiock Oymar, KoTopsie s uiny. Ho elle ectsb
HaOexkya, YTO UX MIPUHECET KTO-HUOYyOb Apyrou. [IpumeTcs momoxKaaTh.

— Koro-To, KTO [0OXKEeH IPUUTH Cloma?
— 4 npepmnonarato... Temepsb, MasbIIIKa, yoerawu.

Tebe 1M0OBe310, YTO MHI TaBHO 3HAKOMEI, MHAYe 5 OTIPaBuI Okl TeGs 1 TBOEro Opyra BMECTe C
anrnuyanuHoM! To, YTO MOJIZKHO mOoCcenoBaTh, Te0Os He KacaeTcs. U mycTh Te6s1 He 6eCIIOKOSIT ero
yrpo3sl! OH He CMOXKET UX BHITIOJIHUTb.

Y Mapuannh 66110 00JIBIIIOE JKeTaHKue 3aJaTh ellle HeCKOJIbKO BOmpocoB. C MOMeHTa, KOTfia Ha CIleHe
nosiBusics bnak dumi, 3mech Bollapuiach aTMoc(epa TallHE, ellle yCuauBaeMasi HeBePHBIM CBETOM
KMHKETOB, C TIOMOIIbI0 KOTOPHIX CUHLOP KIOpThIO IbITazics 00POTHCS C HAcTymalomel TeMHOTOM. Ho
OHa IIOHKMaJla, YTO el He II0JlaraeTCs BMEIIMBaThCS B FOCyNapCTBEHHEBIE [iefla U MONULIeCKIe
onepaluu. JTOi, pa3BepHYBILENCS Ha ee TNla3ax, KOTopas, MoxeT ObITh, n30aBuUT ee ot OpaHcuca,
Ob1710 ¢ Hee mocTaTouyHO. OHA UCHBITHIBAJIA TIOJTHOE HoBepHe K biaky ®uiny. Hu mionu, HU CTUXUU He
ObLIM BIACTHH Hag HUM. Ha ero monypa3pylleHHOM Cy[He, paBHO Kak 4 B eTo filoMe B PeKyBpaHce, B
KaKOM yToOgHO 00JIMKe OH COXPaHS/ HEIIOK0Ie0uMYyI0 YBEPEHHOCTh, U PpaHCHUC UMETI B €T0 JIUIle
OOCTOMHOTO IIPOTUBHHUKA...

B To BpeMs Kak ApKaAuycC Ha CKOpPYIO PYKy IHcall ee agpec Ha BEIPBAHHOM U3 3allMCHOM KHUXKKHI
JIUCTKE, OHa MPOTAHYyIa PYKy MHUMOMY I'peHafiepy, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT OfWH U3 BOCKOBHIX CIyT Y
MMIIePATOPCKOI'0 CTOJIa FPOMKO YMXHYJI, CJIUIIIKOM I'POMKO, YTOOBI MOZKHO OBITIO COMHEBATHCS B TOM,
YTO 9TO KUBOU 4YejioBeK. K ToOMy XKe HecyaCTHBIN IIPOA0JIKAJl HEYAepKUMO YuXaTh U OpoxKallen
PYyKoOI#i mojie3 B KapMaH, 6e3 COMHEeHHUsI, 3a HOCOBEIM IJTaTKOM. Ho Biak ®uIll mogCcKouuil ¥ yiapoM
PYKH COMII C TONOBHI JIZKECITYTH TTapUK, TIOOHAB Iieji0e 00/1aK0 BTN,

— ®om-bopenb! — BOCKITUKHYI OH. — I HOJKeH OB IIPEeAToI0KUTh!

Co cTOHOM yKaca Ha3BaHHEIN IIPHITHYI Ha3afl, COUB C HOT BOCKOBOTO PycTaHa, € IIyMOM PyXHYBUIETO
Ha II0JI, ¥, He OTJISIOBIBAsICh, 3afall CTpeKaya.

Brnak ®um 6pocuscs Bcien. Yoeras, CIIOBHO UCITYTaHHBIN 3as1l, JIXKECIyTa, UIYIIJIbli 1 HeOGOIbIIOTro
POCTa, IErKO MPOCKaIb3bIBal MEXKY OTOPOIEBIINMY ITOCETUTENSAMY, 3aTPYAHIBIINMY IIPOJIBUKEHNE
Morydero Tesa brska Ouna. Apkaguyc pacxox0TasiCcs U, CXBaTUB MapuaHHY 3a PYKY, XOTeJl yBIeUb
ee K BBIXOTY.

— Toximem nocmoTpuM. Ha 3TOT pa3 3penuiiie obemiaeT ObITh 3a0aBHEIM.

— [Touemy? Kt0 3TOT @oOTII...
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— ®om-Bopens? [IBeliapckuii KHUTOTOProBel] 13 Hepiatens, KOTOPEIYA BepOyeT Ajisi KOPOois
TaUHBIX areHTOB U CIIYKUT ero npu3payHoMy BenudecTBy Jlroqosuky XVIII, nenes HageXknay CTaTh
OTHAXIBl AUPEKTOPOM KOpoJieBCcKou OubnuoTeku. OH Bcerfa MpearoYnuTa BOCKOBbE QUTYPHL... U
NEeVCTBUTEJILHO, PEIKO MOXKHO BCTPETUTh TAKOT'0 HEyayHUKa, KaK OH!

[TouimeM Xe, S X04y YBUAETH, YTO CHEJIa€T C HUM Balll 2KMBOIMCHBIN APYT!

Ho y MapuaHHH He ObIJI0 HUKAKOTO XKeJlaHus CJIeHoBaTh 3a MHUMBIM I'PeHaiepoM U ciyroi. CTeIYKa
¢ ®paHcrcoM ocTaBUlla B HEW CITUIIIKOM IOPbKUM 0CamoK, YTOOBI OHA MOTJIa T03a0aBUTHCS YeM —
HUOyOb, ¥, HECMOTPS Ha IIOJIHOE JoBepue K bnaky Ouiiry, oHa He Morja 6e3 ComporaHusi BCIIOMHHUTD
TIOCJIeIHUH B3I, KOTOPHIM 6pocun Ha Hee dpaHCHC Hafl 3aKPHIBABIIKM €My POT IylaTKoM. Hukorga
ellle HEHABUCTh B ee YUCTOM BU[e U HeyMOIuMas KeCTOKOCTb He CMOTPEJIX ey TaK IIPSMO B JIUIIO.

Y, conocTaBnssl 9TOT B3TJIAL C TEM, YTO paccKkasasn er biak ®uin, MapuanHa 4yBCTBOBaJa, Kak
nmemeHeeT oT yxkaca. CoBHO ®@paHcuc BOPYT COPOCUIT CBOIO BETMYECTBEHHYIO YEJIOBEUECKYIO MACKY,
00HaXKUB YyIOBUIIE, CKPHIBAOIIEECS IO 3TUM 007 IMKOM, 100 IO CHX IIOp OHA CYMTAasa JIopaa
KpaHMmepa JUINeHHBIM Majieiie mopsmoYHoCcTy, 6eccepaevyHbIM U 3TOUCTOM 0 MO3ra KOCTeH, HO
cnoBa braka ®ullla OTKPHUIM IEPE]] ee Tla3aMu 0e3HY CagUCTCKOM XKeCTOKOCTH, MpayHble TalHbI
M30IIPEHHOT0 ¥ KOBAPHOTO yMa 3TOT0 oracHOro 6e3yMiia. HeT, oHa He gyMmaia o pa3BiedeHuu. Ei
XOTEJIOCh BEPHYTHCS JOMOU U B JJOMAIITHEM CIIOKOWCTBUY IIOPA3MHBIIUISATH 060 BCEM.

— Wpute camu, Apkapuyc, — IpOMOJIBUTIa oHa. — f1 Gymy &KOaTh Bac B Kapere.

— MapuanHa! Mapuanna! IToiimem! BerpssxuuTech! Ber 60uTecs 3TOro 4eygoBeka, He Tak nu? U 1o,
YTO BaM CKa3all¥, CHOBa HAIIOJIHUJIO BaC CTpaxoM?

— BHI Tak X0OpOIIo MOHUMaeTe MeHs, IPyT MOM! — cjerka ynbiOHy/Iack OHa. — 3a4eM XKe Torfa
cIIpaluBaeTe?

— Yro6bl OBITH TOTHOCTHIO yBepeHHBIM! Ho, MapuaHHa, BaM 0osiblile Heuero 00sTbcsi! OTHBIHE
aHTIMYaHUH HaXOOUTCA B Jy4iied TioppbMe @Opaniuu... OTTyga OH He BHIUAET.

— OueBUOHO, BB 3a0BLIM TO, 0 YeM caMu roBopunu? O TOM HENPHUHYKIEHHOCTH, C KaKOM OH
Hanpasnsancs K Oyme? O ero CTpaHHBIX CBA35X C PPaHIy3CKUM MUHUCTPOM MOJIULIUY, KOTOPBIN
CEKPETHO pa3pabaThBaeT IJIaHHl 3aKTI0UeHnusT Mupa ¢ AHrnuei. biak ®uin He 3HaeT 0 HUX. OH
BHU3Y. OH MOXKeT ObITh HEIIPUSTHO YIUBIIEH, HE IOBEPUT B ITO...

Apkaguyc rmokavasi r0JI0BOM, CHOBa B3si1 MapuaHHY 3a PYKY U YBJIEK K BEIXOTY.

— 4 Hudero He 3a0b1. Biak Oui He 3HaeT 0 IJIaHaX CBOEr0 MUHUCTPA, HO DyIile, CO CBOEX CTOPOHBI,
HEe MOT 3HaTh 00 OTBPATUTEIbHBIX HESHUSIX CBOETO TOCTS U3-3a MpoiuBa. OH He MOXKET OCTAThCS
HEUYBCTBUTEJIBHEIM K Y2KAaCHOM y4acTd HPaHIy3CKUX ImaeHHBX. OCBOOOOUTE 3TO YYHNOBHUIIE, — II0-
MOeMy, 3Ha4uyI0 OBl IOANKUCaTh caMoMy cebe CMepTHEIN MpUroBop. HamoseoH, KOTOPHIH
IEeNCTBUTEILHO UCKPEeHHE JII0OUT CBOUX COJIAAT, HUKOTHA He IIPOCTUll O eMy 3T0. Ilomo6HEBIE
IIPECTYIIEHUS Hellb3s MpefiaTh 3a0BEHUIO, U, TOBepbTe MHe, DyIle caeaeT Bce, UTOOH TakK yIpsTaTh
nmopaa KpanMepa, 4To, BO3MOXKHO, 0 HEM y2Ke HUKOT[a He IPUOETCS YCbmaTh. OmacHBIX TI0Aen
MOXKHO 3aCTaBUTh MOJIYATh TOJILKO C IIOMOIILIO AeHeT. Tak 4To OyabTe MOKONHEI U BEPHEMCS JOMOH,
€CJIA BBL XKeJlaeTe.

Ona mo6arogapuiia ynel0KOM U KPEIKO B3sijia ero Mof pykKy. Hag 6yipBapoM OMyCTHIACh HOYB, HO
n306umnre GpoHapey, CBeUel U IJIOIIEK OCBEIIAO Bce, Kak mHeM. dacambl JOMOB, IIUPK, TEATPH,
OalaraHbl — OBITN UITIOMAHAPOBAHEI, TOIBKO ONMH» CIIOMaHHBIA KOJIOC» MOJTYAIUBO ¥ MPAYHO
CBETHUJI TYCKJIBIME OKHaMu. 3aTO PsimoM cobpasach OoJbiiasi BOJIHYIOIIASCS TOJa Bo3ye TeaTpa
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JINJINIIYTOB, I'Ie IIPpeOCTaBJIEHNE OBITIO IIpEePBaHO. IlBa rIaBHEIX HeﬁCTBYIOUlHX Jina, CTOA Ha Kparo
IMOOMOCTKOB, C U3SYMJIEHHNEM CMOTPEJIN Ha TO, YTO IIPOUCXOOUJIO IIepen uX TeaTPOM.

— OpHako... TaM gpaka? — BOCKIUKHY BAPYT 2KonmuBasnb. — M rOTOB IIOCIIOPUTH, UTO Ball APYT U
®ou-bopens B neHTpe cxBaTKu! Be3yCnoBHO, OHU 3aTes/Iu ee, 3aCTPSB Cpelu I'yIAiInuX. Bipoyew,
3TO UyHecHoOe pa3BiiedeHue mis rocrnop boberra u anumadpa.

— Koro?

— Tex gBOMX KOMEIMAHTOB, KOTOPHIE BOH TaM XJIOMAIOT ce0st o OeipaM OT BOCTOPTa, — CKa3all
Apkapuyc, yKa3biBasi Ha HUX TPOCTBIO. — TOT KpaCUBHIM MaJlblii B KDaCHOM KyPTKE, XKEJITHIX IITaHaxX U
CHOTcIIn0aTenbHON TPEYToJIKe Ha phikeM nmapuke — bober. [Ipyro#, HeCKIamHbIM BeJIUKaH, XyIOn
KakK IajKa, C Tymnelinel yael0KoM, KaKyio TOJIbKO MOXKHO BCTPETUTD, 9T0 ['anumadpa. OHM He Tak
MaBHO TIOSIBUIKACH Ha Oy/bBape, HO yKe MOJIb3YIOTCSA O0NbIINM ycrexoM. [locnyiiaiTe, Kak OHU
CMEIOTCSI ¥ Pa3BIIEKAIOT CBOIO MYOJIUKY.

IelicTBUTENBHO, 006a CKOMOpOXa noabaiprBaIy CpaXkaBUINXCSd HaCMeIIKaMy U IIyTOBCKUMU
COHeTaMHi, HO MapuaHHa IT0Ka4dasia roJI0BOM.

— OcTtaBuM 3710, mpotury Bac! ¥ bnska ®uiia ecTh Hall agpec, oH, 6e3yCI0BHO, IPUAET paccKa3aTh
HaM KOHEIl 3TOX UCTOPUM.

— O! OH He BHI3BIBAET HUKAKUX COMHeHUH. Y ®our-bopesis HeT aHCoB... a Bbl, BH 0Y€Hb YCTall, He
TakK au’?

— HewmHoro... ma.

OOorHyB TOJNIy, OHU He CIlellla OJOIIIY K TypenkoMy cafy, OKOJI0 KOTOPOTO OCTaBUJIX CBOIO KaperTy.
2KonuBanb momMor MOgHATHCS MapuaHHe, KPUKHYI Kydepy afipec U, B CBOIO 04epenb, C
YOOBJIETBOPEHUEM CeJl, YIIOXKUB MOPTHETH MEXKIY HUMHU.

— YTo MHI cieslaeM C 3TUM? — CIIPOCHUII OH. — OmacHo OEPXKATh IIPU cebe 1momo0HLIe CYMMEI. Y Hac
YZXKe €CThb OIBaJldTh ThICAY MMIIePAaTOpa.

— 3aBTpa BHI TOJIOKUTE UX 00paTHO B OaHK JladuTa.
TonbKo Ha Hallle “MS. Bo3M0XKHO, OHM HaM elle ITI0Hago0sITC.
B npoTuBHOM Ciiy4ae g IIpPOCTO BEPHY UX Ha3al.

Apxkanuyc ogoOpuTeIbHO KUBHYJ, HaIBUHYII NOTNTy0Ke MUY U OTKUHYJICS B YTOJI, CJIOBHO XOTEI
3aCHYTb, HO TyT ke IpobopMoTat:

— Xorern OH g 3HaTh, Ky[a 3alpoliacTuaach MafeMya3esnb Afenausa.

— 4 Toxke, — cka3asia MapuaHHa, HEMHOTO IIPHUCThIXKEHHAs TE€M, YTO ipaMaThdecKas CIleHa C
®paHcucoM 3acTaBuiia ee 3a0BITh 0 Ky3uHe. — Ho pa3Be r1aBHOE HE B TOM, YTO OHa GOJIbIIe He
HAXOOUTCS B pykax OaHIIOH?

— B aToMm emie Hago y6enuthesi. Ho y MeHs IpeiuyBCTBUE, YTO MBI HAallpacHO 0€CIIOKOUMCS.
Bomapunacs TummuHa. [[o Bo3BpalleHus Ha JIUIIbCKYIO YUy HUKTO He CKa3ajl HU CJIOBa.

BEIJIO 0KOJI0 OMMHHA/IIATHA YacoB Beuepa, ¥ MapuaHHa HaXO[KUIach B pyKax AraThl, paCueChIBaBIIeH
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€€ OJIMHHBIE YEePHBIE BOJIOCHI, KOT'ld Pa3daJiCd CTYK B IBEPH U ApKaJII/IYC TIOIIPOCHII O CPOYHOM
Pa3roBOpe HaeOuHE. OHa HeMe[IJIEHHO OTIIPAaBUJIa TOPHUYHYIO CIIAQTk.

— YTO Ccny4yunocs? — CIpocuia OHa, BCTPEBOXKEHHAas 3TUM TaWHCTBEHHHIM BUIIEHUEM.
— Anernanpa 37€ecCh.
— Ona npunuia? KakuM o6pa3oM? 4 He ciibllllana HA 3BOHKA, HU IITyMa KapeThl.

— OTO 4 ee BIIyCTHUJI. f BEHIIIE BO ABOP IOTYJIATH IIepel CHOM. 3aTeM pPeLInsl MIPOUTUCE 00 CeHbl U
TOJIBKO OTKDPBIJI MaJIeHbKYIO KaJIUTKY, KakK yBUeN ee. [10IKeH IPU3HAThCS, YTO S C TPYOOM ee y3Hall.

— Ilouemy? — BcKpuuaja ucnyraiiasg MapruaHHa. — OHa paHeHa, WIH...

— Hert-Her, Huuero nomo6Horo! — cMesich, mpepsan ee 2KonuBanb. — f IPUTOTOBUII BaM CIOPIIPUS...
Ona xkpeT Bac BHU3Y. []06aBIIio ellle, 4TO OHA He OJHa.

— He opna? C keMm XKe oHaA?

— C TeM, KOT0 OHa Ha3bIBaeT CBOMM cliacuTenieM. Cpa3y CTaBJI0 BaC B U3BECTHOCTD, UTO 9TOT aHTe-
XpaHUTENb He KTO MHOM, KaK... bobel, ofuH 13 Tex KOMEOUAHTOB, YTO S HElaBHO ITOKA3bIBaJl BaM Ha
OynpBape TaMIIb.

— Yro?.. [la BEI lIyTHUTE?

MapuaHHa, KOTOopas CIellnia K BEIXOY, CTSIHYB IIMPOKON PO30BOM JIEHTOU CBOY TMITIOPOBBIN
IIeHbI0ap, OCTAHOBUIIACH.

— He umero HU MaselInero xejaaHusi. ITO JeHCTBUTENIbHO OH. [100aBII0, YTO CETOIHS BeUEePOM OH
BBITJIAIUT KaK YeJ0BeK U3 Xopoliuero obiiecTBa. BoT yBugure!

— Kakoe 6e3paccynctso! Ho mouemy Anenaua npuBeja ero K Ham?

— ITO0 OHa caMa BaM CKaxeT. MHe KaxXeTCs, YTO [Jig Hee uMeeT O0JIbIlIoe 3HaYeHHe IIPpenCTaBUTh
ero BaM.

MapuraHHa yxKe MoJTy4Yusa CBOIO IOPLUIO IIepeKUBaHUY Ha CErofHs, HO, IOMKAMO yIOBOJILCTBUS BHOBb
YBUMIETh KY3UHY, €10 [IBUTaio J000IEITCTBO, 00jIee CUIbHOE, YeM yCTamoCcTh. OHa IOCIEIIHO
CKPYTHJIa BOJIOCH Y3JIOM U CMeHMUJIa IIeHbloap Ha IIepBoe IomaBilieecs Iof PyKy MiaTke. [Tocne 4ero
BBHILIIA K ApKainycy, 0KHOaBlIeMy B coceqHeil KomHaTe. OH BCTPETUN ee TaKOW yIBIOKOM, 4TO OHa
BO3MYTHUIACh.

— MoXHO nofgyMaTh, YTO 3Ta UCTOPHS Bac 3abaBniseT?

— ITo npaBpe ckas3aTs... na. [Ipu3Haioch, M OosbIlle TOTO, S YBEPEH, UTO Bac OHa TOXKe M03a0aBHUT,
KaK TOJIbKO BHI B3TJITHETE Ha CBOIO Ky3UHY... U 3TO IIPUHECET BaM 0osbliioe obnerdenue. [lotoMmy 4To
39TOMY JOMY yKe JaBHO He XBaTaeT BECeJIbs.

HecwmoTps Ha npenynpexpeHrve, MapruaHHa NONATUIACE, YBUAEB Aflelauy, BOCCEOABIIYIO B OGHOM
13 KpeceJsl My3hIKaJIbHOTO CajlOHa, ¥ BhIHYKIeHa Oblyla {BaXKIbl BCMOTPETHCS, YTOORI
YOOCTOBEPUTLCS, UTO 3TO AEHCTBUTENHHO OHa. HeoObualiHEIN Ge/IOKYPHIH TapuK HUCIafas u3-mox
MOOHEUIIeN LIIAIE], a TOJICTHIM CJIOU TpyuMa [eJlall ee JIULO II0YTU Hey3HaBaeMbIM.

TonpKO CHHME T'1a3a, HEBEPOATHO PagOCTHEIE U IIOJIHEIE 2KU3HU, Oa BENIMYECTBEHHLIN HOC 0CTaBaINCh
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OT ee IIPEeXKHEero obruKa.

Opuako He obpalllasi BHUMaHUS Ha 3aMellaTeIbCTBO Ky3uHE, Aflefianfia mobexasa K Hell, KaK TOIbKO
3aMeTHIIa, ¥ paclienioBaja B 00e IIeKH, OCTaBIISAS Ha HUX CIeObl KpacKu. MapraHHa MalllMHAJIBHO
BepHYJIa el IOLeyH U TYT Ke BOCK/IMKHYIIA:

— Ho B KOHIIe KOHII0B, Afenanfa, rae Bbl Ipornaganm?
HeyxXenu BBl He OOTaAbIBaIUCh, YTO MBI 0 CMePTH 0eCIIOKOMINCH 13-3a Bac?

— 4 oxuparna 3TOro, — PafoCTHO CKa3asa M-k i'AccelibHa, — U BBl NTOIy4YHUTe JTI00bIe 00bSICHEHUS,
KaKye TOJIbKO IToxKesaeTe. [Ipexpae BCcero, — npoposxKaia OHa, B3sB 3a PYKY CBOEr0 CIIyTHUKA U
IIOJIBOMISI €T0 K MapuaHHe, — BaM Haf0 M00IaroJapuTh MOEro apyra AHTyaHa MaHOenspa, HHave
roBopsi — Bobe1ia. 3To OH BHI3BOJIUII MEHS U3 IPUTOHA, Tie MeHs [epKa/u IJIEHHULEeH, 9TO OH
YVKPBLI M€HS$, 3al[UTHIL...

— ..’ YTOBOpUJI He BO3BpaAlllaThCSA JOMOU? — HAaCMEIUIUBO IIpepBal ee 2KonuBasnb. — Y Bl HALLINIK
CBOe ITpu3BaHue TaM, Ha OyJbBape, IOPOroH Apyr?

— AX, BBl CaMHt He BepHUTe B TO, YTO ToBopuTe, 2KOIHBaIIb.

MapuaHHa TeM BpeMeHeM C HHTePeCcOM pPacCMaTpHBaJia BEICOKOTO OJIOHOUHA, YITUBO
CKJIOHMBIIETOCS TIepeq Helt. Y Hero Oblyla OTKPHITAs YIsIOKa, BeCellble T1a3a U MOJIHEIe JIYKaBCTBa
yepTsl nuna. OH ObIT OOET B TEMHBIM KOCTIOM, IIPOCTOM, HO He JIUIIeHHBIN u3smectsa. OHa
IPOTSHYJIa EMY PYKY.

— 4 BaM oueHb 6rarofgapHa, Cyaaph, ¥ XoTesna OBl BEIPa3uTh 6J1aromapHOCTh HE TOJIBKO CIIOBaMH.

— Oka3zaTb ITOMOIIb HAaXOAsIIe#cs: B OTAaCHOCTH flaMe — IIPOCTO JOJIT ¥ OH He 3aC/IyKUBaeT HUKAKOU
OraromapHOCTH, — JTI00€3HO CKa3al OH.

— Kak 6maropopHo! — B3moxHy/ia Afenauna. — Eciu Bel Tak pajibl BHOBb YBUAETH CBOIO CTAPYIO
Ky3UHY, MOs ioporasi, cooOpa3uTe 4To-HUOYIb Bpofie yKKUHaA. MBI yMUpaeM OT TO/Iofa... S 0
KpaiiHeu mepe!

— Bor B 9TOM 5 Morjia OBl He COMHeBaThCsi! — cMesich, CKa3ajia MapuaHHa. — Ho ciykaHKU yxKe
crsaT. HakpeiBaliTe Ha CTOJI, Afenanfa, a g MoWay Ha KyXHIO IOCMOTPETh, YTO TaM €CTb.

OueBunHO, KyxapKa Obl/la KeHIIMHa TPeJyCMOTPUTEIbHAS.

MapuaHHa HalllZla Bce HeoOX0auMoe [ TPUINYHOTO XOJIOMHOT0 YKKMHA, ¥ HECKOJIBKO MUHYT CITYCTS
YeTBePO YYaCTHUKOB 3TOM MMIIPOBU3NPOBAHHOM TPaIe3hl PaCIlooXKUINCh BOKPYT CBEPKaBIIETro
XpycTasieM u cepebpoM CToNa, KOTOPHIN Afenana He 3abblyla YKPACUTh Haxke OYKETOM po3.

[Tormnormas CONUOHYIO MOPIUIO OPOIIEHHBIX IIIaMIIaHCKUM XOJIOOHBIX ITHITIIAT, CajlaTa ¥ raMOyprcKou
BETUMHEI, M-Ik I' ACCeJlbHA IOBedasa CBo omuccero. OHa paccKasana, Kak K Hel Impuexars Jake B
nuBpee M-M ['amMesieH ¥ MPeaJioKUIT OTIIPABUTHCS K ee Ky3uHe, HaXO[sIeics Y KPeoyikKy, U KakK, eBa
OHa IOJHSJIACh B 0KU/IABIIYIO Y BXOMla KapeTy, ee CXBAaTUIIM, 3aTKHY/IU POT, 3aBsI3a/IH Ila3a U
1oBe3Nx yepes [lapuk B MECTHOCTD, KOTOPYIO TOTHA HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJI0 yCTaHOBUTh. OHA BHOBb
oOpeJia CBOM YyBCTBA, TOJIBKO OKA3aABIINCH B MECTE 3aK/TIOUEHUS: KIETYIIKE U3 MJI0X0 IIPUTHAHHBIX
IOCOK, HaXO[sIIeicss Ha gHe OObIIOro MOoBaia, Kyga CBET MPOHUKAIT U3 OTHOYIIUHEI,
PaCIIOI0KEeHHON CITUIITKOM BLICOKO, YTOOHI 10 Hee, moOpaThCs, HaxKke eClii UCIO0Ib30BaTh Ky4dy YIJIs,
COCTaBJISIBIIIEI'0 BMECTE C OXAIIKOM COJIOMHI BCI0 MEOIMPOBKY 3TOM CTPAHHOW TIOPHMEL.
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— B menu MeXOy OJOCKaMHu, — IIPOOOJIZKalla Apemanpa, 0Tpe3as TOJICTHIN JIOMOTD ZKHUPHOTO 6pI/I — ee
TI00HUMOT0 ChIPpa, — 5 MOT'JIa Pa3riadaeTh COOeP2KKUMOe II0ABajida. OH OB HAIIOJIHEH 60‘-IKaMI/I,
6YTBIJ'IK8.MI/I, — IIOJIHBIMU WUJIN ITYCTBIMH, — BCEBO3MOZKHBIMHU KYBINMHAMHA U OJPYTUM X031 CTBEHHBIM
xj1amMoM. B BO3OyXe CTOAII CUILHBIM 3allaXx BUHA U JIyKa, CBA3KH KOTOPOT'0 CBHCAJIX C IIOTOJIKA. Hcxons
M3 3TOT'O X HEIIPEPBIBHOI'O TOIIOTAa HOT' Haf TOJI0BOM, a TaKKe MOHOCHBIIMNXCS TOJIOCOB, 5 3aKIIIOYHUIIA,
4YTO HaXOXYCh B ITOBAJie KaKOH-TO TaBEPHHEI.

— Hapetocs, 4TO cpenu Takoro u300umus BaM He I'PO3MIa OACHOCTh YMEPEeTh OT KakKIH? —
oIy TUII ApKaguyc.

— Bogy! — co 310601 BockNMKHYa Aflenauna. — BoT u Bce, YTO 51 ©MeJla, fa ellle HeCheqoOHbIN
x71e0! ['ocrionu, Kakou 3amMedaTesbHEINM 9TOT Opu! Bo3bpMy elre Kycodek!

— Ho, — cka3anma MapraHHa, — BBl BCe-TaK¥ BUAEU KOT0-HUOYIb B 9TOM IIPUTOHE?

— KoneuHo! 4 Bugena 0TBpaTUTEJIBHYIO CTApPyXy, OLETYI0 KaK KOpojieBa, KOTOPYIO Ha3blBaJlu
®anmoH. OHa COM3BOJINIIa MHE COOOIIUTH, UTO Cy[b0a MOSI 3aBUCUT UCKITIOYHTEIHHO OT BaC U HEKOoel
CyMMEI IeHeT, KOTOPYIO BHI OJIKHEL 3al/1aTUTh... ClieqyeT NpU3HaThCs, YTO B HAIIUX OTHOLIEHUSX
CUJIbHO He XBaTaJlo CEPAEYHOCTH, U 5 TOTePsiyia caMoobafaHue, Korjaa crapyxa cobpanach
IIPenojaTh MHE YPOK MaTpruoTu3Ma. [IocMeTh MOHOCUTEL UMIIEPATOPa U NMPOCIIaBIsATh 3TOT OYPHIIOK
XOMIsTuMii, Ha3kiBalomuiicsi KoponeM JliomoukoM XVIII! KnsgHych 4ecThbio, OHa He CKOPO 3a0yaeT mapy
OTIJIeyX, KOTOPHIE 1 el Bnemnusa. Ecimu Ob MEHS He CXBATUIIM 3a PYKH, 51 yOusa Owl ee!

KomnmuBanb pacX0xoTancsd.

— ITO0 He MOTJIO 3aCTaBUTh €e YIYULIUTh Balll CTOJ, OegHas Afenanaa, HO S II03IPaBIIsio Bac OT
BCero cepaia. [103BoJIbTe MHE IOIIEI0BaTh 3Ty PYUKY, TaKylo HEXKHYI0 U TaKyl0 CUJIbHYIO.

— C TIOpbMOM BCe SICHO, — CKa3ajla MapuaHHa, — HO KaK BB BHILIIU OTTyHa?

— ¢ cumuTalo, 9YTO C 3TUM BOIIPOCOM BaM JIydIle oOpaTUThCSI K MoeMy Opyry bobery, oH paccKaxeT
OCTasbHOe.

— O, 9T0 0YeHb ITPOCTO, — HaYajl MOJIO[ON YeJIOBEK, TaK y/IbOasich, CJIOBHO OH ITPOCHUJI IIPOIIEHUS 3a
TO, UTO CTasI 00beKTOM BHUMaHUA. — Kabauok «ClIoMaHHEIN KOJIOC» Halll OIUKAUIINUN COCel, U MEI
IOBOJILHO YaCTO XOAMM TyHa, Mol apyT 'anumadpa u 51, 4TOOB OCBEKUTHCS. Y HUX €CTh JIETKOE BUHO
13 CiopecHa, [OBOJIbHO IPUATHOE. f MOJIKEeH CKa3aTh, YTO MBI XOOUM TyHa TaKxkKe, YTOObl BUAETD U
CIIBIIIATh, IIOTOMY YTO OT Halllero BHUMaHUS He YCKOIb3HYJI0 HEIIPEPhIBHOE X0XKAEHNE B3a U BIieper
BCSIKMX 0C00, OTJIMYAIOUIUXCS OT HOPMAJIbHEIX JTIOfIeH, ¥ MBI He 3aMe[IIUIN 00HAPYKHUTb, YTO TOT
Ka0a4yoK JOBOJILHO 3aHSITHOE MeCTO. JIMYHO ST U3 MPEeIOCTOPOKHOCTH 3ariIsiAbBall Tyfla He 04eHb
yacTo, 3aTto ['anuMadps cuxkuBaj TaM MOAoNAry. Ero HauBHBIN BUI U MHMMas TJIyIIOCTh HU B KOM HE
BBHI3BIBAIOT [TOA03pEeHUM. Er0 CUUTA0T IPOCTAKOM U UMEHHO 3TOMY IIPUIMCHIBAIOT €r0 yCIex. A
FanuMmacdps 3a ONyIeHHEIMY BeKaMU U COHHBIM BUIOM CKPHIBAET OCTPHIM B3TJISA U MPOHUILIATEIIbHBIN
yM... TOT ¥ JPYTrOM CIIyXKaT ero BeJIM4eCTBY UMIIepPaTopy, KakK U s, BIPOYEM.

[TpousHocs uMs uMmmnepaTopa, boberr BcTan ¥ B 3HAaK IPHUBETCTBUS ITOMHSI BBEPX CBOM OOKal C
BHMHOM, YeM 3aCJIyKUJI JTACKOBYIO YIEIOKY MapuaHHEL. [10/103KUTEIBHO, 3TOT CKOMOPOX el HPaBUJICS.
Kakoe nMeeT 3Ha4YeHUe, YTO OH ObIT CHIHOM oborIKa u3 CeHT-AHTYaHCKOro npeaMecThbs! be3
rpuMa U CIIMIIKOM SIPKOT0 Hapsifia Y Hero oKa3anach cBoeoOpa3Hasi H3bICKaHHOCTh ¥ IIPUSATHOCTD, K
KOTOPHIM MOJIOfias XKeHIKHa Oblla YyBCTBUTEIbHA, KaK, BIIPOYEM, U K OTKPOBEHHO BOCXHUIIIEHHBIM
B3rIsigaM B ee agpec. OHa Oblyla cYacT/IMBa TOHPABUTHCS MYKUYKWHE, TAK IPOCTOAYIITHO
BbIpazaBIlleMy CBOIO BepHOCTh Hamomneony. OHa mopymarna, He ObUI 1 OH OOHUM U3
MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIX areHToB dyIie, HO 3T0, COOCTBEHHO, He UMeJI0 OOJBIOro 3HaYeHus. K yemy
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y3HaBaTh, KAKUM 00pa30M OH CIIyKHUT CBOEMY TOCIIONWHY, Pa3 OH CITyXKUT eMy? M TyT oHa 3aMeTHna
BOCXUIIIEHHOE BhIpaKeHUe JIKIa, C KOTOPEIM Afleslaufia Ciylaa, 3a0bIB O efie, MOJIOHOT0 YeJI0oBeKa.
BHe3amHo OHa MOAyMala, He BHYIIAET JIX OH ei HeyTo GOoJbIlee, YeM IPU3HATENIbHOCTE... bobem Tem
BpeMeHeM IIPO0JIKall CBOM PaccKas.

— lanumadps 3aMeTUs Kak-To BeYepoM, UTO B IIOfBAJ CIIyCKAIOT OyxaHKY xyieba, KOTOPBI,
6e3yCII0BHO, ITpeHa3HavaCcs KOMY-TO, ¥ IIO3MHO HOYb0 MBI 00CIe0BaIM IIPOYJIOK, BEpHEE, Y3KYIO
IIeJIb, OTAENISABILIYIO Hall TeaTp murMeeB oT Kabape. MHI yKe IaBHO 3HAJIU, YTO 3a IPYIOH CTApOro
XjlaMa ¥ Mycopa ecCTh OTHYIINHa U3 norpeba «CroMaHHOr0 Kojoca». OHa [T03BONIKTIa HaM CTaTh
CBU[IETENIIMU NOBOJILHO OypHOU Gecenrl MafeMya3sensb ¢ ®anion [e3opmo. Ham Bce cTaso SCHO ...

— ..M CJIedyIollel HO4Ybl0, — PAAOCTHO IIpofoIXKasa Afenania, — OHU BEPHYIIUCH C UHCTPYMeHTaMu
M BEPEBKOW C y3maMu. UHCTpyMeHTaMu, YTOObI OTKPBITh OTAYIINHY, BEPEBKOM, YTOOH! BHITALIUTh
MeHS U3 II0fiBajia. f HUKOT[a He JyMalia, YTO CMOT'Y ObITh TaKOM JIOBKO!

— Ho noyemy He BEpHYTHCS Clofa? — CIpocuia MapuaHHa.

— Bobem ybenun MeHs, 4To Tak OymeT 6osee 6maropa3yMHo. K ToMy Xke 5T He MOTJla IPOUTHUCH T10
[TapuxKy BCcs M3Ma3aHHas yrieM. HakoHell, s y3Hasta, 4To npebhBaHWe B OKPECTHOCTSIX
«CmoMaHHOI0 K0JIoca» MOXKeT OBITh 0UeHb 3aHMMATeIbHEIM. Bripouem, MapuaHHa, JTydiie BaM Cpasy
CKa3aTk.

Y Hac c BobGemewMm ecth menal

MapuranHa HaxMypuia OpoBH, 3aTeM I0XKaJa IJIeYaMHu.

— Yo 3a rnynoctu! Kakue y Bac MOTyT OBITH TaM fiea?

OTH rocropa He HyXKOamTCS B Bac.

Teneps eit oTBeTHN bobel, ¢ Apy>KecKou yIbIOKO B CTOPOHY CTapOM HEBHI.

— Bor B 9TOM BH omubaeTech, MafieMya3elib. Ballla Ky3rHa 0XOTHO COTJIacHuiIach CITyXKUTh Y HacC
KaCCHPIIIEH.

— Kaccupmein? — cmpocuma omeioMieHHas MapraHHa.

— Bot umeHHO! — moaTBepauaa Afmenanaa BEI3BIBAIOIINM TOHOM. — M He TOBOPUTE MHE, YTO 9THU
CKPOMHBIE 00513aHHOCTHA HECOBMECTHMEI C MOMM 0JIarOPOOHLIM IIPOUCX0XaeHHeM. He Tak maBHO 5
y3Hasa, 4To He OBIBaeT HeIOCTOMHEBIX TPOQeCcCuil.

MapuaHHa nokpacHesa. Hamek OblI CIIUIIKOM YK ITpo3payHbIM. Eli melCTBUTEIHHO He CIefoBao
yIIpeKaTh Ky3WHY 3a BEIOOP TAKOT'0 CTPAHHOTO 3aHSATHS, KOTHa OHa caMa IOAHSIach Ha TOAMOCTKH.
TeaTp ocTaeTcst TeatpoM, u TeaTp murmMmees He 0ojiee MOCTOMH IPE3PEHUS, YeM UISIIHbIHN Delfo. ..
HO, e[1Ba OHa y3HaJjla 0 XKeJjlaHuU AfeTaufbl IOKMHYTh UX, KaK I0YYBCTBOBaJa, YTO €€ OXBaThIBAET
rpycTh. Y He IOTOMY TOIBKO, UTO CTapas fieBa U3MeHHUJIach BHEIIHE; II0X0XKe, YTO OHA BAPYT
penunach OPOCUTHCST 0YEPTS T'OJIOBY II0 IOBOJIbHO COMHHUTEIILHOM 0pore, IpUYeM fiejiajia 3To C
TAKUM BHUJIOM, UTO MapuaHHa I04yBCTBOBaja ce0s o6uxkeHHOoU. OHa IOBeJa roJI0BOM U BCTPETUIa
B3ryIsan Apkaguyca. OH yIEIOHYIICS el, TIOAMUTHYII, 3aTeM, B35IB Oy THIJIKY IIaMIIaHCKOTO, CHOBa
HAIOJHUI O0Kal Afenanhl.

— Ecnu B 9TOM Ballle mpu3BaHue, JOPOTras, TIymo ObI0 OBl COMPOTUBNATECS. U... y Bac
IeNCTBUTEIbHO HaMepeHue 0CTaThCst Kaccupimei? My Bel fyMaeTe y4acTBOBAThH B IPEICTABIEHUSIX?
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— Ilo MeHbINENH MEpPE KaKOe-TO BpeMsi, — CKa3aJla OHa CMesiCh. — B moboM ciiyyae s HUUYEM He
PHUCKYI0, YBEPSIIO Bac, ¥ HA00OPOT, OCTABAsICh 3[€Ch, 1 MOTY HaBJIeYh OITACHOCTH Ha BCEX Bac. A 9TOro
s He X04y HU 3a Kakylo ueHy! Y 3aTeM, IPUKIIIOUEeHNEe NHTEPECYET MEHS: S X04Y Y3HaTh,
OEUCTBUTEJILHO JIU 3HaMEHUTHIE JOKYMEHTEI 1Tocyie besepca npounyT yepe3 «CIOMaHHBIA KOJIOC».

— DokymeHnTH? Bymaru? Ho Kakue JOKYMeHTH, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB? — BHIIIUTA U3 ce6sg MapuaHHa. —
Bech meHb g TOJIBKO U CIIBIITY Pa3roBOPH 0 OyMarax. { HUYero B 9TOM He IIOHKUMAIO.

Apkaninyc HexXHO KOCHYJICS ee PYKH.

— ITo-mMoemy, 51 noHsI. MEL CO CBOMM [I€JIOM OKa3ajuCh BIIyTAaHHLIMU B Ipyroe, 6e3yCI0BHO, TOPa3ao
foylee 3HAUUTENIbHOE, B KOTOPOM 3aMelllaH U Balll... CJIOBOM, aHru4YaHuH. OTClofa ¥ HEOXKUIaHHOE
II0sIBJIEHUEe TUTAaHTCKOT0 IPeHanepa, KOTOPOTo BE TaK XOPOIIO 3HaeTe, U, BO3MOXKHO, pa3obadueHne
npoHsIpsl Oomm-bopens. He tak nu?

— TouyHo! — omoOpun Bobemr. — M3BUHKUTE, YTO PaHBIINE He PaccKa3as IOoAPOOHOCTH, HO HEKOTOPHIE
Oymary, yKpajieHHbEIe V HeJJaBHO HCUEe3HYBIIEr0 aHTIMHCKOTO0 T10CJIa, BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO, TIOTIAAyT B
«CrnomMaHHBIM KOJIOC», KOTOPBIN SBJISETCS CBOET0 pofa nepecagoyHOor CTaHUKUEW A1 MHOCTPAHHBIX
are’HToB. JT0 TeM 0oJiee BEPHO, YTO MOJIUIUS TyOa HU HOTOM, IT0 KpaliHe# Mepe oduimanbio! BoT
IIO4YeMY B IOCJIeIHEEe BPEMSI CTOJILKO CYeThl OBITIO Y MEHS 10 COCEMICTBY U IT0YEMY OIUH U3 areHTOB,
KOTOPHIN SABUJICS TyHa U 00s7cs ObITh Y3HAHHBIM, PEIINII CIPSATATLCS CPEOU BOCKOBHIX QUTYD.

— KcrtaTtu, — ckasan Apkaguyc, — a ero rmovmaniu?

Bobern cuenan yTBepOUTEIbHBIN 3HAK, 3aTEM CTal CMAaKOBATh IIIaMIIaHCKOe, TIOKA3kbIBasi, YTO He
xo4eT 00JIbIlle TOBOPUTEL 00 3TOM. MapraHHa Telepb CMOTPesia Ha HEeTro C YOBOEHHBIM U3YMJIEHUEM.
Kak cTpaHHO OBIIO CIIBIILIATH CTOJIb CEphe3HBIe CJI0BA U3 YCT, SBHO CO3[MaHHAIX [IJIS CMeXa U IIYyTOK.
KTo Xe 9TOT KOMe[iaHT ¥ Ha KOTro OH, COOCTBEHHO, paboTaeT? OH 3asIBUJI, YTO CIIYKUT UMIIEPATOPY,
HO He II0X0XKe, YTOOHI OH ciyxua @yuie. He SBNseTCS MU OH YIE€HOM «4epPHOr0 KabuHeTa»— JIUYHON
CEKPETHOU MOJULIMY UMIIepaTopa, KaK 3TO IIOBEJIOCH MPU IOCIETHUX KOponsix OpaHuuu,
CyIleCTBOBaBIIIEN MapaiebHO obuLranbHoi? Ero peMecio yIudyHOro CKOMOpOoXa II03BOJISIIIO
BHUIeTh MHOTHE BeIllH, He BLI3BIBas IO03PeHus, U, 0e3 COMHEeHHUsI, OH 00amaeT O0IbIoM
CITOCOOHOCTBIO K IIepeBOIIoIIeH 0. CerofHs Be4epoM, C er0 TeMHO-3eJIEHBIM KOCTIOMOM,
663YKOpI/13HeHHbIM TaJICTYKOM, TYCTBIMH 30JIOTUCTBEIMHU, TIHATEJIbHO IIPUYECAHHBIMUA BOJIOCAMU OH
mpuiescs: Obl K 1I000MY CajIoHY ¥ HUKTO He 3aIll0f03puil ObI CKOMOPOXa IOJ €T0 U3SITHON
BHEIITHOCTAHIO.

MapranHa niepeBeia HeOYMEHHBIN B3I C MOJIOLOTO YesioBeKa Ha Ky3UHY, KOTopasd,
IIOBEPHYBILIXCH B KpeCJie, TPhI3Jia IyKaThl, He CBOMS IJIa3 CO CBOEro HOBOro npustens. OHa
OyKBaJIbHO TIOTJIONIAJIa eT0 CJI0Ba, U B ee CUHUX I'JIa3ax ropesl Ipexye HUKOTra He BUIEHHBIN
MapraHHOH OTOHb, TOTHA KaK JeBUYUN PyMsSHeI] OKpacun ee Ieku. HecMOTps Ha ee COPOK JIeT,
HeJlellbll TapyK, HaKpallleHHOe U0 1 O0JbIIoN Hoc, IpeoOpakeHHas Afenana Ka3aniach MOJIOLOM
¥ KPacCuBOM.

«Jla Bepib OHa... BMoOIeHa!»— mofymMarna MapraHHa, ¥ 9T0 ee 60JIbllle OIedanuio, YeM 1mo3abaBuio,
100 oHa 6os1ach YBULIETh OEOHYIO IEBY C Pa30UTHIM CepAlleM Ha 0e3kICX0qHOM ITyTH. KoHeuHO,
Boberln moka3asn CBOI0 TOTOBHOCTh IIOMOYb, [laXKe PHIIIAPCTBO, ¥ OH, T0X0XKe, UCIIBITHIBA IOIIHHHOE
BOCXUIIIEHHUE TIepe]] YMOM, CMEJIOCThIO ¥ apTUCTUYECKHUM TaJlaHTOM AflellauObl, HO MEXIY CaMbIM
0e3yMHBIM BOCXHIIIEHHEM U CaMOM CKPOMHOM JTF000BBIO CYIIECTBYET TaKas 0e3moHHast mpomacTs! U
OHa He MOTJIa YOepKaThCs OT MIPOTeCTa, Korga Afienania, BCTaB ¥ OTPSIXHYB IIAaThE, CO B3TOXOM
YIOOBIIETBOPEHUS 3asIBUIIA:
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— Hy BOT! Brl 3HaeTe Bce. Tenepb, g CYUTal0, HaM II0Pa BEPHYTHCA B Te€aTp. EQuHCTBEHHOU LIEJIBIO
9TOr0 BU3HUTA OBIIO YCIIOKOUTE BaC OTHOCHUTEJIEHO MO€eM CYI[IDGBI. JTO COenaHo, U I BOSBp&H.IElIOCb!

— Kakast HenemnocTs, — B3OOXHYJIAa MapHaHHa. — HeCMOTpf{ Ha Bce, [OBI GYJIGTG B OITaCHOCTH, a A
HHU4YeM He CMOI'y IIOMOYb.

— Bel ommbaeTecs, MageMyasenb, — MATKO cKa3all bobemn. — { obemfai BaM 3a00TUTHCS O
MageMya3enb Afenausie, Kak 0 pogHOU cecTpe. Mexny ['anumadpas ¥ MHOM OHa He PUCKYeT HUUYEM,
3aBepsIo BacC... ¥ MBI TOPAKUMCS 3TOW CTUXUUHOM APYKO00¥M, KOTOPOH OHa HAc ofapuiia. XOTs MbI BOBCE
He OOCTOMHEI ee.

— B mobom cnyyae, — mo6aBuia M-7ib o' AccenbHa, C BUIMMOM PagoCThiO CIIyIIaBIIas 3Ty HeOObIIYI0
peyb, — I HUYTO ¥ HUKTO He ITOMEIIaeT MHE Ty[a BepHYThCS. [IepBEIY pa3 B KU3HU Y MEHS
TIOSIBUJIOCH OLIYIIEHHUE, YTO S B CAMOM MEJIE KUBY.

Ha sToT pa3 MapuaHHa, mo0exmeHHas, mpoMosdarna. B camom mene xkuBet? OHa, KoTOpas Oblna
OpollleHa B TIOPEMY 3a TO, UTO OCMEJIUJIAaCh IPOTECTOBATh IIPOTHB pa3Bofa HamoneoHa, KoTopas
TalHO o0MTala B 3aKOyJIKax 0coOHsSKa 1'AccenbHa B 0OIECTBE MOPTPETA, KOTOPast OMHAXKIHl X0TeNna
C3KeYb 3TOT CaMbIl 0COOHSK, Y3HaB, YTO OH IIOTMAj B PYKH HEeJOCTOWHOM? UTOo XKe 0OHa Ha3klBasla
JKM3HBIO 10 cUX mMop?.. Y mpu mpoianbHOM 00BITUN €e OXBaTHIIA TTy0oKas mevarib.

[lorampIBasiCh O MBICJISIX CBOEM IIogpyru, ApKaJII/IYC B34JI €€ HEZKHO 3a PYKY U IIPOLIEIITAII:

— OcraBbTe ee B IT0Koe, MapuanHa. OHa 0€3yMHO CYaCT/IMBa UTPATh B TAWHKIX ar€HTOB, U 5
cmpaiuBalo ce0si, BIpoyeM, He B 3TOM JI ee Ipu3BaHue. K ToMy ke s Bac OymeT aydine, KaK U A7
Hee, YTO OHa ceryac He BEPHETCH Clofa. DTOT MaJiblil IIpaB: HUKTO, faxke PaHIIoH, He TogyMaeT
HCKaTh ee B TeaTpe MUTMeEEB.

— Bce aTo npaBunbHO, — B3[OXHY/Ia MapuaHHa, — HO MHe Tak Oy[eT HeflocTaBaTh ee!

OHa paccumThIBala Ha Afgenauay, 0CoOeHHO B IIPeCTOsIINe TPYOHbIe THU, YTOOH CIeNoBaTh ee
coBeTaM, KOTjla IPUIeT MOMEHT BCTPeUM C KapAWHAJIOM, eCJIH [I0 TeX IIOP He MOSBUTCS f30H, U Ha ee
TIOMOIIIb TI0CTIE PoXKaeHus pebenka. [ToueMy cyxkmeHo ObIIO TaK CITYYUTHCS, YTO €€ HEeXKITAHHO —
HeraJaHHO 3aXBaTHJIA 3Ta CTPACTh, B KOTOPOU MOUTHKA U YIOBOJILCTBUE UTPATh KOMenuio, 6e3
COMHEHUSI, 3HAYHIM MEeHbIIe, 4eM 000IbCTUTEIBHOCTh CKOMOPOXa? BHYTpPeHHUH I'0JT0C TBEPIOUT eH:
«Ecyu Obl OHa 3HajIa MpaBAY, OHa OcTajach Okl ¢ ToOoM». Ho MapuaHHa He MOTJIa CKa3aTh e 3Ty
IIpaBay, oHa obelllasia KPECTHOMY XpaHUTh MoyTyaHue. M 3aTeM, naxe ecnu Obl Afeyanga y3Hasa, 4To
B HEW HYXKIAIOTCs, XBAaTUJIO OBl Y HE€ MyXKEeCTBa Cpa3y 0TKA3aThCs OT CO3TAHHOTO €10 MUpaxKa:
pa3menuTh MTHOBEHUS XKU3HU C MOJIOABIM, KPaCHBLIM MOJIOALIOM, KOTOPHIM el Tak HpaBuiics? Her,
HaJo OCTABUThH Afenaufy UATH 110 U36PaHHOMY €10 HEJIeTIOMY IIyTH, HaTh €l BO3MOXKHOCTb CAMOM BCE
UCIIBITaTh. MapraHHa TYT HUYEro He MOTJjia COesaTh.

C BHe3amHOU TSAXKECThIO Ha CepAlle OHA YCIbIlIana, Kak B HOUHOM TUIIMHE CTYKHYJa CTBOPKa
TJIaBHOTO BXOfa 3a yuedmuMu. Ev BOPYT CTasio XOJIOOHO, ¥ OHa MPOTSHY/Ia PYKU K OTHIO KaMUHa.
3anoIHUBIIYIO CaJIOH TUIIMHY Hapyllajio TOJIbKO JIeTKOe ITocalbiBaHue ApKaguyca, HIOXaBIIero
tabak. OH MeIeHHO HampaBuiics K MapuaHHe. [TapKeT MOCKPHUITBIBAI IOJT €0 IaraMu.

— [Touemy BEI Tak BOJIHyeTeCh, IPYT MOU? — MSATKO CIPOCUTI OH. — B KOHIle KOHII0B, Afenauna
PHUCKYEeT TOJIbKO yTPaTOM HEKOTOPHIX Uilio3uii! CMeHUTe 3Ty nevabHylo Muny! YnsibHuTecs MHe!
2Kv3Hb cHOBa OyneT II0JIHa 0YapoBaHUSs, BOT YBUAUTE.

[TocmoTrpuTe Ha Afenauny! OHa HaXOOUT CYACThe B yIMYHOM OasnaraHe. KTo 3HaeT, 4To [y Bac
IIPUTOTOBUJIO 3aBTpa”?
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YnepxkuBas cne3rl, MapuaHHe BCce-TaKy yOanoch YIbIOHYThCS. [loporoi ApKapuyc Takoi JoOpshIi,
TaKOU NpefaHHbIN!

E# cTamo CTEIOHO 3a CBOIO TaliHy, KOTOPYIO OHA B TeYEHME MecCslla BEIHYXKIeHa XPaHUTh OT HEro,
XOTSI, IO ee MHEHUIO, 3TO OBLJIO JIUIIIEHO BCIKOTro cMbIcia. Ho 4To mopenaers, JOroBOp €CTh OOTOBOP.
Y oHa momKHa UTpaTh UTPY OO KOHIIA.

— Brl mpaBel, — CcKa3asa OHa J1acKoBO. — IlycTe Amenanna pa3BieKaeTcs, KakK el XxoueTcs. Pa3 BH €O
MHO, 51 He IIpomafy.

— B noOpslit yac! A Temepb UAUTE CIATh U IIOCTapalTeCh YBUAETh XOPOILINE CHEL
— 4 mombiTatock, OPYT MOM, 06513aTENIbHO MOIEITAIOCh.

OHM BMeCTe HallPaBUIUCh K TEMHOH B 3TOT Yac JIECTHUIE, U APKaguyC B3I CO CTOJIMKA KaH/Iensi0p,
yTOOBI TOCBeTUTL. OHU e[iBa MOTHSIIUCEH OO ITOJIOBUHEI, KaK OH HEOXKUIAHHO CIIPOCHIT:

— Ia, KcTaTH, Kyfda ucde3 ['pakx? HUKTO He BUMET €ero CeTOOHS, a B KOHIOIIHe HeT CaMCOHa.

MapuraHHa IIOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO MOKPACHEa 10 KOPHEeH BOJI0C, U 61aroCiiOBrIa CKPEIBAIOLIYIO €€
TIOJTyTbMY, HO HEe CMOTJIa TIOMeIIaTh I'0JI0CYy BHIIATh €€ 3aMelIaTeTbCTBO.

— OH OIPOCUJTT ¥ MeHS... pa3pellleHusl yexaTh Ha HECKOJIBKO JHEH B IPOBUHIMIO... K ceMbe. OH
TIOJTyYUJT AYPHBIE U3BECTHUS.

MapraHHa HUKOT{Ia He yMeJia JIraTh, TaK YTO cefiyac 3T0 moTpeboBao HEBEPOSITHOTO ycumnus. Ei
TII0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO ApKaguyc TOT4ac ouyeT JI0XKb. OgHAKO ero rojioc 0CTaBaICs POBHEIM U
CIIOKOMHBIM, KOTa OH 3aMeTHII:

— ¢ He 3HAJ, YTO Yy HETO POMHS B IIPOBUHIMHY. S CUMTal, YTO V¥ HETO €CTh TOJIbKO Oabylka, Mpayka B
Bynonu. B Kaky CTOpOHY OH IToexasn?

— B cropony... HaHTa, mo-MoeMy, — B OT4assTHUM CKa3aja MapuaHHa, He HaX0[s HUYEro APYyToro,
KpOMe TaKOM IOJIyIIPaBbl, ¥ XOTh B 3TOM IIOJIyYUB HEKOTOPOE yTEUIEeHNUe.

Apkapuyc, BIpoueM, IPeKpPaTUil PaCCIPOCH], YA0BOIbCTBOBABIINCH «AX, 04€Hb XOPOILO...»C
pacCesiHHBIM BUJOM, SICHO TOBOPUBIINM, YTO OH AyMaJl yKe 0 4eM-TO ApyroM. [o#as 10 KOMHATHL
MapuaHHbI, OH YYTUBO IIOTIPOIIAJICS, TT0XKetaa Jo0Poi HOYU U YOAIUICS B CBOU allapTaMeHTHI,
HaleBas IECEHKY.

YKe maBHO OH He MPOSIBIIAT MOIO0OHOM BECEIOCTH. DTO CBUETEILCTBOBAJIO O €T0 AYIIeBHOM
PacKpemnoleHHOCTH, U MapuaHHa, BOs K ce0e, ofiymMasa, YTo OH OTHHIHE TBEPO BEPUT B
HEBO3MOXKHOCTh Ay PpaHcrca BpeIuTh UM.

9To NpHHECOo el olIylneHre cBOOO/b, COBEPIIIEHHO HOBOT'O CIIOKOMCTBUS, M HOUbl0o MapuaHHa Cliaia
KaK JUTs, KAKOBHIM OHA €lIlle HEMHOTO OCTaBaiack. UTo MOXKeT ObITh YygecHee AyIIEBHOTO MOKos? U1
Ha MPOTSKEHUH TPexX OHeH u Houel MapraHHa BCellesio Hacaxkaaaach UM, PABHO KaK U MMPUSTHEIM
omryieHneM nobensl Haf caMoy coboit 1 Hag OpaHcucom.

Y Hee BO3HMKJIA OHA MBICJIb, KOTOPYIO OHA B 9T 6€300/1auHble IHU HEXKHO nesesna. Ecau Bk durn
TOXe BHIUTPAET CBOIO OMTBY, €Clii eMy ymacTcs cTepeTh OpaHcuca c Mulla 3eMJTH, aHHYIIINN Opaka
He noTpebyeTcs. TpeBoxkaiiei cBagbbbl — Toxke. OHa CTAaHET BOOBOM, CBOOOMHOM 1, He CTpallach
Oonbiie HamameHuy KpaHMmepa, CMOXKET B ITOMCKaX OTIla CBOEMY pebeHKY HallTu MeHee JKeCTOKUM
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BEIXOJ, [UISI ee JII00BH.

Cto pa3 oHa roToBa Onlia B35Th I1epo U OyMary, 4ToObl HanucaTh KpecTHOMY. Ho Bcakuil pa3 ee
OCTaHaBNKMBala HEBO3MOXKHOCTb 3TOr0. Kyma HanucaTh? B CaBoH, rae HaxoguTcs mamna? Ho mucemo
He poupet. OHO HEMUHYeMO IonageT B pyku Oyiie. Het, B3BeCUB BCe, NIyyllle OKOATHCS MOSBICHUS
KappouHazia. Korma oH y3HaeT 0 IPOUCIIEAIINX [IepeMeHax, BO3MOXKHO, UMEHHO OH U MPEIJIOXKUT
HOBOE PEIlleHHue...

Kak xopoiro ObI710 Me4YTaTh U CTPOUTSD IIJIAHEI, KOTOPHIE He OBIIM MTPOIUKTOBAHEI B IPUHYIUTEIIBHOM
opsIiKe.

A yTpoM 4eTBEPTOTO [HS BCe 3TO pa3buIoch Bopebe3ru.

Ynap Obl1 HaHeCceH MaJIeHbKOM 3alMCKOM, aKKYpaTHO CJI0KEHHOM U 04YeHb TIIaTeIbHO
3ameyaTaHHOM, KOTOPYIO AraTa IIprHecsia HeXKUBIIENCS B IIOCTENIU X03511Ke. YTeHue ee UCTOPIJIO U3
TPYAU MOJIOOM KEeHITUHEI KPUK y2Kaca ¥ 3aCTaBUJIO0 OIIPOMETHI0 BCKOYUTh. EfBa HAOPOCUB YTPEHHUN
neHbioap, 60CUKOM, OHa IToMyYasach K 2KoJiiBaiio, KOTOPhIM MUPHO 3aBTpaKaJsl, YuTas YTPEHHIO0
rasety. [losiBieHue yparaHoM BjieTeBIIel MapuaHHB], CMepPTeIbHO OJIeNHON U SBHO HAIlyTaHHOM,
3aCTaBUJIO €ro TaK Pe3KO0 MOAHATHCS, YTO CTOJI, 38 KOTOPEIM OH CU[eJI, OIIPOKUHYJICS, B TafleHU1
yBJI€Kas CTOSIBIINM Ha HEM KO(DENHUK, pa3leTeBUINKCS Ha THICAYY 0CKONIKOB. Ho aTa Katactpoda B
MUHUATIOPE He IIPUBJIeKla BHUMaHusA. HecnocoOHas BEITOBOPUTH XOTh CJI0BO, MapuaHHa NPOTSAHYIa
2KonuBasio 3anucKy, 3aTeM yIaja B KpecJio, CiejlaB 3HaK, YTOOL OH IIPOYUTAIl ee.

B HECKONbKUX TOPOIIJINBO HAaOpoCcaHHEIX ciioBax biak ®ui coobinan cBoel 10HOU MOAPYTE, YTO JIOPH
Kpanmep Gexan u3 BeHceHa, mpuyeM HeoOBbsICHUMEIM 00pa30M, YTO Clef ero BefeT B bymnoHs u, 6e3
COMHEHHS, OTTyAa B AHrnuio. BpeToHer mo6aBu, 4To 0H GpocaeTcs mpecaenoBaTh ero. «IIycTs
ObSIBOJI IOMOXKET eMy, KOrfa 5 II0MMal0 ero, — Halucall OH BMeCTO 3aK/II0UYeHus, — WU OH, WX 4...»

O6magas 6ombiIM camoobagaHueM, yeM MapuaHHa, Apkaguyc mo6ienHen He MeHbie ee. CKOMKaB
IIICHMO, OH CO 371000% OPOCHIT €T0 B KaMKH, 3aTEM IIOMOIIET K TOTOBOM IOTEPSATh CO3HAHUE MOJIONOMN
x)eHumHe. OH CJerka MmoxJIonal ee Mo IeKaM, CXBAaTUII ee JIe[siHble PYKH U CTall paCTUPATh.

— MapuaHHa! — B TpeBore mo3Baj OH. — MapuaHHa, ycnokouTech! OTKpouTe ria3a! IlocMoTpute
Ha MeHs!.. MapuaHHa...

OmHa, IIPUOTKPEIJIA BEKHU, ABUB CBOEMY ODYI'Y IBAd TEMHEIX, IIOJIHEIX y2KadCa 03€epad.

— OH cBobOfeH... — HeBHATHO 3abopMoTasa oHa. — OHU BHIIYCTUIIU €T0... 3T0 uynosuiie! U Teneps
oH Oosbllle He ocTaBUT MeHsa! OH IPUIeET CI0fa, OH 3aX0YeT OTOMCTHUTE... OH yObeT MeHs... OH Bcex
Hac yoneT!

Ee ronoc cran HEBLIHOCUMO IPOH3UTENBHEIM. ApKaguyc HUKOTIa He BUuiel MapuaHHY XXepPTBOI
TAKOTO y2KaCHOTo cTpaxa. Ee, Bceryia Takyio CMeJy0, BCeTfa rOTOBYIO BCTPETUTHCS JIUILIOM K JIUITY C
OTIaCHOCTEIO! OTH HECKOJIBKO CJIOB IIPHUBENM ee Ha I'paHb 6e3ymusi. OH IOHSJI, YTO BEPHYThH €€ B
HOpPMAJTbHOE COCTOSTHHE MOXKHO TOJIBKO PE3KOCTHIO, a ellle JIyYIlle 3aCTaBUTh €€ MOYYBCTBOBATE CTHI/
3a CBO# cTpax. OH BHIIPSIMUJICS U BHIITYCTUI €€ PYKH.

— 9T0 BH U3-3a ceOs 3aKaThIBaeTe UCTEPUKY? — CIIPOCUII OH CYpOBO. — Pa3Be BHI He MOHSJIN, YTO
“MeHHO cooO1un BaM Hukona Manepycc? ToT 4enoBek yOexKarl, SSCHO, HO OH HallpaBUICS B
AHTIHIO... B AHTIHIO, THe, 0e3 COMHEHMS, CHOBA 3aiMeTCsI 0XOTOM Ha Oernbix miueHHbX! C KaKux 1mop
BBl HAQYUUJIMCh OPOXKaTh 3a ce0st, MapuaHHa 1'AccenbHa? Bel HaxoquTech ¥ cebs oMa, OKPYKeHBI
CIIyTaMH, Apy3bsMHU, TAKUMHU JIIOAbMHY, KaK ['pakx u g cam! Bl MoXKeTe ONPOCUTEL IIOMOIIHU Y
yeJioBeKa, KOTOPHIN JepKUT BCI0 EBPOITy B CBOUX pPyKaX, ¥ BH 3HaeTe, YTO OECIOIIagHEIN MCTUTEh
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IIpecyenyeT TOro, KOT0 Bbl 00MTECh, YEJIOBEK, TOTOBEIM OTHATh PAfy 9TOTI0 XKHU3Hb. M BCe-TAKH BB
TpemneleTe 3a ceOs? JIydlie mogyManTe 0 TeX HeCYACTHEIX, KOTOPHIX CTPACTHOE XKeJlaHue
130aBUTHCS OT XKECTOKUX CTPafaHUU TOJIKAET B BOMOBOPOT CAMKIX Y2KACHHBIX OIACHOCTEH!

[To Mepe TOTO KaK OH TOBOPHUJI, POHSIS CJI0Ba, TOHO0OHO yoapaM XIkicTa, 2KoIuBab BUIEN, Kak
CBeTJIeNM TTa3a MapuaHHE, KaK MaJio-IoMaJly, CMEHUB He[lOBepHe, B HUX MOSIBUJIOCH TO, UTO OH
Hafessics yBumeTh: cThig. OH BUMEN TaKXkKe, KaK 00pesid HOpMasbHbIHM IIBET CMePTEeIbHO OeqHbe
meku. OHa BCTpeNeHyJsach U IIpoBesia 10 JIUIy BCe XKe ellle ClierkKa gpoxkKallel PyKOu.

— IIpoctute! — mporrenTana oHa HeMHOTO ciycTsa. — [Ipoctute! 4 notepsna ronosy! M BE mIpaBHL...
Kak Bcerpa npasbl! Ho Korfia s mpodsa 37T0... cedyac, MHe [10Ka3ajioCh, YTO Y MEHS pacKaslbIBaeTCs
r0JIOBa... UTO S CXOXKY C yMa! Brl He MoXeTe 3HaTh...

Apkaguyc TUXO OIYCTUIICS Iepen Hel Ha KOJIEeHU U IIOJIOXKUI PYKY el Ha IIJIeYH.

— Tax... s gorapgeiBatock! Ho g He x04y, 4TOOH TEHb 3TOT0 YeJIoBeKa [IoBeJia Bac OO UCCTYIJIeHus. B
3TOT 4ac 0oH, 6e3yCI0BHO, AajleKo OTCIofa U, IpeXke YeM IOKYIIaThCs Ha KK3Hb Ballly, eMy Haflo
IOIyMaTh O 3alllUTe CBOEH COOCTBEHHOM.

— OH MOXKEeT BEPHYTbCS 0YEHb CKOPO... U O] YyKUM UMEHEM.
— M=I OyzieM KapayJiuTh €ero.

— W 3areM BBI IPEKPACHO BUKUTE, YTO OH CUJIbHEM, YeM MBI, pa3 OH CMOT ybexkaTh, HECMOTPS Ha
KPEIOoCTHLEIE CTEHHI, LIelH, XKeJle3Hble BOpOTa, OXpaHy U faxe biska ®uilla, HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO OH
cIeya ¥ YTO MBI 3HAeM 0 HeM!

Apkapuyc BCTaJl ¥ MallliHAJIBHO IIOCTABUJI Ha MECTO CTOJI.
— BHI He pelraeTech CKa3aTh, YTO 5 OMIKOCS, HE TaK JIu?

Opzako 3To mpaBpa. 4 omubcs. Ho Kak MOXKHO ObIJIO TPefcTaBuTh cede, yTo dylile mocMeeT MONTH
Ha 9T0? Kakyio Xke poJib UTPAeT 3TOT IPEe3PEeHHBIN aHTTIMYaHUH B 3aMBIIIIIEMOM MTOTUTHYECKOM
3arosope”?

— be3 comMHeHus, 0O4eHb 3HAYHUTEJIbHYIO.

— Kak 05l HU OB CEPhE3€H MONIUTUYECKUYN 3aMBICe]I, 3-3a HET0 HeJIb3s OCTaBISATh KU3Hb U CBOOOMY
nomo6HoMy neMoHy, MapuanHa! Heo6xomumo npefynpenuTs uMmepaTopa!

— IMpenynpenuts ero? O yueM? YTo KakKoH-TO mMKUOH cOexkan u3 Bencena? OH JONIXKeH yXkKe 3HATh.

— ITo-moemy, HeT. OH moTpe6oBas OBl CIUIIKOM IOAPOOHBIX 00bSICHEHUN. B esxelHEBHOM paropTe,
KOTOPHIM cocTaBinseT [y Hero dyie, 06 aToM, 6e3yCI0OBHO, HEeT HU4Yero. HalouTe ero, pacckaxure
BCE... U IIOJIOXKUTECh Ha BOXbI0 MUIOCTBH!

— WmMmnepaTopa 0osibiile HET 3MIECh!
— OH B KoMmnrbeHe, s 3Hat0. OTnpaBiaguTech Tyaa.

— Her. 9710 0 cebe s mymaina, KOTHa CKa3aja, YTo ero 37ech HeT. Celiyac OH He XOUeT MeHS BUIETh...
MOXKeT ObITh, I03Ke. Belb S roBOpHIIa, KaK MBI PaCCTaIUCh.

— Bce-taku noe3xaiite! OH mo-mpexHeMy Tr06UT Bac!
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— MoxeT ObITh, HO 5T HE X0Uy cefdac MBITAaThCS MOJTYYUTh JOKA3aTETbCTBO 3TOM MI00BHU. 4 CIUIIKOM
0010Ch... cOemnaTh elre ogHy omubKy. HeT, Apkaguyc, myCTh OH ITPOBOAUT CBOM MEHOBHIM MECSIL. ..
IyCTh IyTELIeCTBYeT 10 MpoBuHIMsIM CeBepa. [Tociie ero Bo3BpalleHus, MOXKeT ObITh... [lornsaaoum,
KaK IOUIYT fela, u... oOKaxeM goBepre Hukomna Manepyccy. ETo HeHaBUCTh CITUIIKOM BeJlMKa, YTOOHI
He OBITH MEeVCTBEHHOU. BrI TpaBhl, TOBOPS, UTO epen nomobHoi Hemeaumoit nopa Kpanmep B
IIOCTOSIHHOM OIIaCHOCTH.

MapuraHHa CO B34OXOM BCTaja, pacCesTHHO OTTOJIKHYJIa HOrOM OCKOJIKM CEBPCKOT0 KOpelHNKa U
HalpaBUJIach K 3epKany.

JIuto ee 6b1710 671€HO, IIE€KU BBAJIUJIMCH, HO B3TJISIH BHOBL 00pes yBepeHHOCTh. boprba
BO300HOBIISIIACk, ¥ OHA ITpUHUMAJA ee. [TycTh OyOeT Tak, Kak peumT cyaboal

Korpa ona mormina K Beixony, 2KoiuBaib CIIPOCUTI ITOYTH O0S3IHUBO:
— BBl 0eMCTBUTENIBHO HUYET0 He XOTUTE MPEeANpPUHATL? Pelunu KaaTh?

— — ¥V MmeHd HeT BrIOOpa. Brl 2Ke caMu TOBOPUIIH, YTO 3TU TalHBIE TIEPETOBOPEI DyIIe MOJKHBI
npuHecTH 60bIIyio monb3y ®paniiuy. Pafin 9TOr0 CTOUT PUCKHYTh YEJI0BEYECKUMU KUIHIMHU... JaxKe
MOel.

— 41 3Har Bac, MapuaHHa. OTO HUYEM He ITPOSIBUTCS: Balll JI00 OCTAHETCS TJIafiKUM, JIUI0 —
0e3MSATEeXKHBIM ¥ YUCTHIM... HO B TNIyOMHE OYIIM Bh OyHEeTe THICSYHU pPa3 YMUPATh OT CTPaxa.

Ha mopore oHa o06epHysach u 1nocjaa eMy 6JeJHyI0 VIBIOKY.
— Broonae Bo3MOXKHO, Apyr Mou. Ho 3TO y2Ke CTano IPUBHIYKOM... BOT U BCe. [IpOCTO MPUBHIYKOM.
I'nmasa VIII. TAKOE OOJITOE OKWUIOAHUE

BpeMms, Ka3anoch, 0CTaHOBUJIOCH [J11 MapuaHHEl, 3aMKHYBIIIENCS B CBOEM IOMe, KaK U3
IPEJOCTOPOKHOCTH, TaK U U3-3a IOJIHOTO OTCYTCTBUS XKeJIaHUS BEIXOOUThH; OHU CIIeJOBAJIU OLUH 38
IPYTHUM, COBEPIIEHHO ONVHAKOBEIE, HUUTO He HapyIIaao UX NIPUBOLAIIYIO B OTYassHUE MOHOTOHHOCTD.
EnunCcTBeHHOE OT/INYMe 3aKJII0YaioCh B TOM, YTO CeTONHSAIIHUN NeHb OBl elfe NIHHee
BYepAIITHEro, a 3aBTpallHuil obelan cTaTh ellle XyXe npeasiayuero. Kak 6e3xanoCcTHEE Kaliu
BOMEI, COMHEHU [IOATauYuBaId MapuaHHy, Majio-lIoMaly CMEHss ee BEIKUaHUe TPEBOTOM.

YexaBinii 60/IbIlIe OABYX Heflenb Ha3al [pakx elle He BO3BPATHUIICS, ¥ 9TO CTAHOBUIIOCH
HeoObsICHUMEBIM. ECc/i OH CKaKaJl rajionnoM JeHb ¥ HO4Yb, Kak obelas, oH Mor noOpaThcs no HanTa
O0Y€eHb CKOpPO... MAKCUMYM 3a TpPHU OHSA. BpyuuTh nucbMo KoHCyny CoenuHeHHBIX lIITaTOB HE
TpeboBaso0 MHOTO BpeMeHH, TaK UTO 3a Hefleslo OH NOoJIzKeH OBl BIIOJIHe 00epHYyThCs. [loueMy ke
TOT7la Takoe ono3ganue? Uto ciny4yunocs? Bece atu fHU MapuanHa nIpoBoguiia B MaJleHbKOM CajlOHe
BTOPOTO 3Taxa C OKHAMU, BEIXOOUBIINMY Ha IIepPegHUN OBOP U JIUIJIBCKYIO YIIUILY, YTO IIO3BOJISIIO
CTIBIIIIATH OHOCUBIIUICS C Hee IyM. CTYK KOIBIT 3aCTaBIIsAI OUTHCS ee cepflle, IPUHOCS
pasoyapoBaHue mpu yaaneHuu. Eie xyxke ObIJI0, KOT[Ia OH IMPEPHIBAJICS U pa3faBajics 4yTh
npebe3xkalirii 3BYK BXOJHOTO KOJIOKO/IbUMKa. Torga MapuanHa Opocasack K OKHY, HO TIOYTH CPa3y
JKe BO3Bpalllajach CO Cle3aMu Ha rjasaX, yOeOuBIIHNCh, YTO 9TO CHOBa Obln He ['pakx.

[TocTeneHHO HOUM CTa/IX MTOAJIMHHEIM KOIIMapoM. MapuaHHa Cliaja CaMy0 MaJioCTh, ja ¥ TO IIJIOXO.
oOpOBONIbHOE 3aTOUEHNE, OTCYTCTBHE GU3NIECKHUX YIIPaKHEHNH, ee HOBOE COCTOSIHUE U
0ecmoKoMCTBO IPOToHsAIK CoH. OHa MCII0Ib30Baa 6eCKOHeYHbIe Yachl 0€CCOHHUIIB, CTPOS
BCEBO3MOXKHEIE, OHO APyToro (GaHTacTU4YHEe, IPEANOI0KEHNS OTHOCUTENBHO ['pakxa. CaMbBIM
y2KaCHBIM, 3aCTaBJISIBIIMM €€ COOPOTraThCs 1 00JIMBATHCS XOJIOMHEIM ITIOTOM B TOPSiU€ii MOCTENH, OBITIO

MapuanHa ¥ HeM3BeCTHBIN U3 TocKaHbI 135 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

TO, 4TO OeIHBIN MAJIbYMK CTal XKEPTBOM HamageHus. HecMoTps Ha CTPOroCTh UMIIEPATOPCKOM
TIOJIULIMY, JOPOTH ObIIM HAaBOJHEHH! pa3boiHuKaMu., OMUHOKUYN BCAJHUK MOT CTATh JIETKOM JOOLIUeH,
1 OBIJIO CTOJIBKO TIIYXUX 3apociei, rae OpolleHHoe TeI0 0CTaBaloCh ObI HE3aMEeYEeHHBIM [OJITHe
Hemenu. MapuaHHa He Haxomguiaa ce0e MecTa IMPU MBICITH, YTO €CJIU C ee BePHHIM Ky4epoM 4YTo-
HUOYOb IIPOM30MIET, HUKTO He coOOUIUT eit 06 9ToM. MoKeT ObITh, OHa HAIlpacHO KeT BO3BpalleHus
IPENaHHOr0 OPyra ¥ 0TBETa, KOTOPHIHM yKe HUKOTHa He MPUMET.

EnvHCTBEHHBIN TPo0/iecK B 3TOM Mpake: HamoseoH npucinan e u3 KoMmmnbeHa 3alKCcKy, BUL KOTOPO
3aCTaBUII ee KPOBb OexKaTh OBICTPEE, HO COlepXKaHue, YBH, pa309apoBaio:

«Munast most MapuanHa. HeCKOIBKO CITOB Ha X0y, YTOOH! TH yOeauaach B TOM, YTO s BCETMa AyMalo
o Tebe.

Xopo1o cjenu 3a Tak JOPOTMM MHe 3M0POBLEM U 3@ I'0JI0OCOM, KOTOPHIH [T0CIIe BO3BPAIIEHUS U3
IyTeuUIeCTBUS 00JIETYUT I'Py3 TOCYHAaPCTBEHHHIX el 00peMeHs ouux TBoero H...».

['py3 rocymapcTBeHHBIX fen? [TapuXK IyCT U CIIOKOEH, BeCh fBOP nepebparcs B KoMmbeH, HO «Muas
MapuraHHa» 3HaJIa OT IIOCTOSTHHO PHICKABIIET0 ITOBCIONY ApKafnyca, YTO IPUABOPHEIE YBECEIeHUS U
MEIOBHIA MeCsIl 3aHUMaJId UMIIepaTopa OECKOHEYHO 00JIbIlle TOCYIapCTBEHHEIX eI, KOTOPHIX OH,
TI0X02Ke, Ha060poT, yrmopHO u3berasn B 9T0 BpeMs. TombKO 6ajbl, 0X0Ta, IPOTYJIKH, CIEKTAKITH U
BCEBO3MOXKHEIE PyTHe Pa3BlIedyeHus, ¥, NCKII0Yast MPeICTaBUTEeIbCTBO B IMIIepaTopcKoM CoBeTe U
ayOueHIio MiopaTy o MMOBOY UTANbIHCKUX [eJI, UMIIePAaTOp HU4YeM Cepbe3HEIM He 3aHMMalICs. ..
KoHEYHO, C ero CTOPOHHI OBIIO M06Ee3HOCTHIO HAKCaTh i, HO — Belllb COBEPIIEHHO HEMBICTMMAs
HECKOJIbKO HefleNlb Ha3al — MapuaHHa HeOpeKHO Opocuiia 3amuCKy Ha CTONKK, 3aTeM B3[MOXHYIA |,
He TJIsIIs Ha Hee 00Jible, BEPHYIAch K CBOMM 3a00TaM.

Ee xenanue yBumeTh ['pakxa ¥ y3HATH, MOXKET JIM OHA HaflesAThCS Ha mpuesy d30Ha, OBITI0 TaK
BEJIMKO, YTO [axKe IIPUTIIYIINIIO Y2KaCHBIM CTpaX, BEI3BAHHKIM Cco001IeHreM 0 6eTrCcTBe Iopaa
Kpaumepa. OHa He B3fparuBaja 0oJblie Ipy KaxmaoM HeoOR'YHOM IIIyMe, Pa3faBaBIIeMCs HOYbIO,
OHa He Iyrajach 0oJblle, KOTHa U3 OKHA 3aMeydalia Ha yJvlle HallOMUHABIIYI0 aHT IM4aHuHa QUTYpY.
Bepnp cymectBoBan biak ®uill, K KOTOPpOMy OHa IIUTajla II0JIHOEe NOBEpUeE, U ellle OHa 3Hajla, 4YTO
npubwiTHE f130Ha OyeT My4YlIMM JIEKapCTBOM IIPOTUB CTPaxa. Eciu oH cornmacuTcs B3STh ee
HaBCerma, I0Jl ero IIOKPOBUTEILCTBOM yrpo3a mecsiTka KpaHMepoB He BHI30BET y Hee G0Jblle cTpaxa.

9130H — CHUJIbHBIN, OTBAXKHBEIN MYXKUYKMHA TOTO TUIA, PSAOM C KOTOPHIM JXKEHIIWHA YYBCTBYET Cebst
CTIOKOMHO... Heo6xomumo, 4ToOk OH mpuexas, abcomoTHO Heobxogumo... Ho, Bor Moii, kak
TOMHUTEJILHO TSIHETCS BpeMs!..

Brina, omHako, KpoMe BepHOTo 2KonuBajs, elle ogHa Oylla, KOTOPyo MapraHHa C pafioCThI0 YBUIeIa
OBL:

®opTioHs 'aMeneH. XoTs BbI3BaHHas PpaHCUCOM MaHMKa HEMHOTO yJlerjiach, Moiofas XXKeHIIuHa
ellle [OJIro pa3MEHIIIsSia 00 3ToM HeoObr9aiHOM obere. [IpaBaa, OHa He 3HaJIa HOIPOOHOCTEM, HO
OBLIIO COBEPIIIEHHO SICHO, YTO 0€3 y4acTUs MUHUCTPA MOIUIIMY OH He MOT IIPOU30UTH. B TO XKe BpeMs
OHa He MOTJIa AOMyCTUTh, YTOOB MUHUCTP HaloneoHa OmMyCTHIICS A0 TAKOTO: TIIYMUTHCS Haf
CaMOOTBEPKEHHOCTBIO CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX ar€HTOB, 0CBOOOIUTH OMMACHOTO IIPECTYITHUKA,
CMepTeIbHOTr0 Bpara ero poguubl. 1 ®opTioH?, KOTOpas Tak MHOTo 3Hana, ®opTions, 6e3 COMHEHHUS,
BBUAY CBOelU npefgaHHOCTU HamomeoHy BXoauBIasa B 4UCiIo areHToB Pyiie, PopTOH3, BO3MOXKHO,
cMoria Obl MPUOTKPHITE 3aBeCy Haf 3Tou TaliHOo#. Ho ®opTioHS, 0XBaueHHasl BHOBb BCIILIXHYBILIEH
mo60BbI0 K Kpacasly OypHbe-CapiioBesy, ucdessia, Kak ¥ HallpOPOYUJ ee YePHBIA MaXKOPIOM
Konac.
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«Hy BOT, — MeJITaHXONMUYHO TofyMana MapruaHHa, — 00e XKEeHIIWHEI, K KOTOPBIM $ TUTAal0 IOATMHHOE
IoBepue, eQUHCTBEHHbIE, KOTO s I0-HACTOSIIeMY 001110, YHECEHBl HETTPEeOOOIMMEIM BETPOM JTFOOBH.
OpmHa 51 My4aioch C HaIrpacHOM J1i000BbI0, KOTOPas ceivyac HHTePeCyeT, 0XKalyH, TOJIbKO MEeHSI».

Opuaxnasl HamoneoH, co cmexoM muTtupys OBuaus, CKasas ed, 4To J1I000Bb — HEYTO BPOOE BOEHHOM
ciyxk0b1. 17151 MapruaHHE 3Ke 3TO0 OBIIO ellle XyzKe: HeYTO Bpojie IIOCTPUKEHUST B MOHAXUHU C TAKUMHU
CIYTHUKAMH, KaK OMMHOYECTBO ¥ BOCTIOMHUHAHMS, TOJIBKO YCYTYOISIBITMMY TSITOCTHOE OIIYIIEeHNe
oOMaHa.

Ho BoT yTpoM, KOTOpPOE, Cyas [0 KajeHaapio, ObI0 MoHenenbHUKOM 19 amperns, Bo BpeMsi IepBOro
3aBTpaka ®opTioHs 0e3 mpexynpeXaeHns MosABUNIach y cBoel nogpyru. HeOpexkHo ofeTasi, Koe —
KaK IIpu4ecaHHasi, 4To [Jig Hee ObIO IPU3HAKOM GO0IBIIOT0 BOTHEHHS, OHA PaCCesTHHO IMOIeioBaa
MapuaHHy, 3aBepuia ee, UTO y Hee «OCTEMUTENbHBIN BUL», YTO OBIIO 110 MEHBIIIEH Mepe
IIpeyBeNIMYeHNEM, ¥ PyXHYJa B Kpeclio, pruKa3as 2KepoMy IpUHEeCTH 000JIbIille Kode, TOpPsiuero u
CJIaIkoTo.

— Tet GBI TyuUlIle BHIITHIIA IIOKOJIAMy, — 3aMeTHa MapraHHa, BCTPEBOXKEHHAs ITPU MBICITH, KaKoe
IerCcTBHE MOXKET OKa3aTh O0JIbIIoe KOIMYECTBO Kode Ha TOro, KTO ¥ TaK JOCTATOYHO B3BUHYEH. —
Kode cumbHO BO30yXKOa€ET, TH K€ 3HAEIIH?

— A s x04y OBITH BO30YKI€HHON, 02KECTOUEHHOI, BHE Cels!

4 xo4y, 4TOOBI BO MHE IIPOOIXKAJ KUIIEeTh THEB, — BCKpPUYasa KpeojKa B [paMaTUi4eCKOM IIOpPEIBe, —
Hapno, 4YToOH 5 JOJIr0 BCIIOMKMHAIa BEPOJIOMCTBO MYKUKH. XOPOIIO 3alIOMHU 3TO, HecyacTHas!
Beputs TOMy, 4TO HallleNITEIBAET MyKUYKHa, BCe PaBHO YTO BEPUTh KAalIPU3HOMY BeTepKy. JIyummii us
HUX — THYCHOE Yy[OBUIIE, & Mbl — €T'0 HECUACTHEIE JKEPTBHIL.

— Ecnu s mpaBWIbHO MOHSIIA, TBOM T'ycap HAMTPOKA3uiI? — CIIPOCHIa MapuaHHa, Ha KOTOPYIO SPOCTh
®opTIOHS ITOMIeiCTBOBAJIA, KaK IMOPHIB CBEKEro BeTpa.

— Ou Heropggi! — 3asgBUIa MOJIOHas XXEeHIINHA, ITOJI0KUB ce0e CONMUAHYIO MOPIUI0 SUYHUIEL U TYCTO
HaMa3aB MacJIoM Kycok xyieb6a. — [ToHuMaeI b Tel 9T0? MyX4YKWHa, KOTOPOTO S JII00II0 B TeYEeHHUE
psifa JeT, 3a KOTOPHIM yXaxKKUBalo JHEM U HOYbIO C CAMOIIOKEPTBOBAaHUEM ITOCITYIITHUIIE U3
MOHacCThIps CBaTOro BuHueHnTta! MHe v 9TUM 3aHUMAThCH?

MapuaHHa cuepxXkaia yael0Ky. [TooxkeHre, B KOTOPOM OHa ocTaBujia PopTioOHS 1 KpacaBua OypHbe B
BeUYep UMIIePATOPCKOH CBamb0ObI, UMEJI0 OUeHb OTHAJIEHHOE CXONCTBO C HAOOXKHBIM MUIIOCEPIUEM.

— Hy? — cnpocuna ora. — YTo XKe Ipou301o?

cDOpTIOHS KOPOTKO pacCMednacCh U, XOTA B €€ CYXOM CMeXe OTCYTCTBOBaJla BECEJIOCTh, OH BII€YATIIAN
CBOUM TPArun4eCKuUM 3By4YaHHEM.

— IToutu HU4ero! Thl MoxKelb ce0e MPeaCTaBUTh, YTO OH ITOCMETT IPUBE3TH C co00i B [Tapuxk 3Ty
UTAJIbSTHKY?

— Kakyto uTanbsiHKy?

— IeBuiy u3 Mumnasa... S He 3Haw gaxe ee uMeHu! [IcuxomaTkKy, KOTopas [0 TaKOU CTEIEeHN
BTPECKaJiaCh B HETO TaM, 4TO OpOCHUa CeMbIO M COCTOSIHHE, YTOOHRI II0CJIeIOBATh 3a HUM.

MHe TOBOPHIIH, YTO OH IIPUBE3 ee ¢ co00¥ 1 TOMeCTU T B cBoeM pogHoM [lepuro B Capiia, rfie y Hero
€CThb [IOM, HO 5T He XOTeJla B 3TO BepUTh. Tak BOT, OHa He TONbKO Gbiyia B Capiia, HO ¥ Mpuexasna ¢ HUM
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ctoma! [lanbiie yK UATHA HEKyHa, a?
— U kak TH y3Hana 06 aTom?

— — OH cam MHe cka3as! Tel He MOXKeIllb IPeACcTaBUTh ce0e, HACKOIbKO IIMHUYEH 3TOT moBeca! OH
TIOKKMHYJI MEHS 3TOM HOYbIO, IONIPOCTY 3asBUB, UTO TENEPh ee oYepenb B3sITh Ha ce0s 3a60Ty 0 HEM U
eMy 1opa UATH Ha BCTpeuy ¢ Hei! OKa3bIBaeTCs, HaX0AsACh Y MEHS, OH IIOCMeJI ITOCNaTh el MUChMO C
00BbsSICHEHHEM, YTO OH PaHeH M HAaXOOUTCS Ha U3JIeUeHHUU B JOMe, Ky[a ei BXOo[ 3akKa3aH. 4
BHIIIBBIPHYJIa €ro BoH! U Hafech, 4YTo Ta Aypexa MOCTYNUT Tak xe!

Ha aToT pa3 MapuaHHa He cMOrJjia yaepxkaThbcsi. OHa paccMesiyiach ¥ C YOUBIEHUEM IIPUCIYIIaaach K
CBOeMy cMexy, 160 3a IoceqHue TPU HefleIn Takoe ObIJI0 BIIEPBHIE.

— Trt HaTpacHoO moBesna cebs 10 TAKOTO COCTOSIHUS. EC/M OH MITHAAATh JHEHM 0CTaBaJICS B3alepTH C
TO0OM, 0H, 6€3yC/I0BHO, 00JIbIIlE HYKAAETCSI B OTAOBIXE U CHE, YeM B CTpacTu. KpoMe TOro, OH 4eJI0BEK
BeI3OpaBuBatomuii! [TyCcTh OH BO3BpAIllaeTCst K CBOEH UTaNbsIHKE. ECITU OH XXKMBET C HEl, V Hee B
IIOMe HEBOJIBHO BCE MOIKHO MOAYUHSTHCS HEKOeMy OpayHOMY CTaTyCy, TakK 4TO, 10 CYyTH Heja, Thl
HAXOOUIIIbCS B JTy4IlIeM IOJIOXKeHUH. IIpemocTaBh el Bce PafoCTH JOMAIITHET0 X03sHCTBa.

— JomamrHero xo3gucTBa? C HuM? Cpaldy BUAHO, YTO TH C HUM He 3HaKOMa! 3Haelllb, 4ero OH
OOTBITHIBAJICS Y MEHS?

MapuaHHa chenana oTpulaTeNlnbHbIY 3HaK. [IycTs ®OpTIOHS MPOAOJIXKAET CUUTATh, YTO OHA
NEeVCTBUTEJIbHO COBEPILIEHHO He 3HaeT OypHbe.

— OH crnpammuBai y MeHs TBOU afipec, — TOP2KEeCTBYIoIle 6pocuiia Ta.
— Mot agpec? [Insg gero?

— Yro6rl HaHecTH Tebe Bu3uT. OH OyMAET, YTO C TBOUM «TUTAQHTCKUM BIIMSHUEM» Ha UMIIEPATOPa ThI
0e3 Tpyna CMOXKeIllb YCTPOUTh €0 BOCCTAHOBIIEHNE B apMuu. Y B 3TOM OH coBepIaeT GOJIbIIYI0
OLInOKY.

— [Nouemy?

— Ilotomy, uTo HamosyieoH u Tak JOCTAaTOYHO HEHABUOMT €T0, a TYT elrle BOSHUKAET BOIIPOC O €ro
B3aUMOOTHOIIEHUIX C TOOOH.

HecomueHHO, OHa npaBa. BupoueM, MapuaHHa He UMeJla HUKAKOTr'0 XXeJlaHUs CHOBA YBULETH
IIBIJIKOTO TeHepasia C ero HarJIbIM B3TJIAIOM U CIUIIKOM IIPOBOPHEIMU pyKaMu. To, 4TO OH cobupancs
IIPOCUTH €€ TTOMOIITY, OBIJIO V2K CIIUIIKOM, VYUTHIBAsE 00CTOATENBCTBA, IIPU KOTOPHIX OHU
I03HAKOMMIIUCH. M 3aTeM, JOBOJILHO C HEe yKe 9TUX MYXKYHUH, IOCTOSTHHO IBITAIOIIUXCS YTO-HUOYOb
BHIIIPOCUTH y Hee, HO HUUEro He [allIuX B3aMeH...

HOSTOMy B I'0JIOCE ITOSIBHJIACh HeoObIYaiHast CyYXOCTB, KOI'la OHa 3asdBHJIaA:

— 41 coxarneto, roBops Te6e 310, DOPTIOHI, HO TBOW I'ycap HUKOTMA MeHs He uHTepecoBanl. K Tomy xe
omvH Bor 3HaeT, KorJa s CHOBa YBUXKY UMIIEpPaTOpa.

— BpaBo! — omobpuna ®opTioHs. — I[1ycTh MOM HEXKHEBIE APY3bsl CAMU BHITYTHIBAIOTCS, BEObh OHU HE
MOTYT ITOXBAJIUTHCS, YTO Thl UM YeM-TO 00si3aHa?

MapwuaHHa HaxMypuiaa OpPoBH.
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— YT0 TH X0UeIlllb CKAa3aTh?

— To, 4TO 5 3Hal0, KaK IOMJIo Ben cebst YBpap 1o oTHomeHuo K Tebe. UYTo nmogemnaemns! Y 2KoHaca
BeCbMa TOHKHU CITyX, ¥ OH 0002KaeT MOACTyIINBATh...

— O! — JIumio Mapuans®! 3anbsutano. — Th 3Haemb? M KOHEYHO, CKa3ajla Koe-4To YBpapy?

— IToka uuyero! I[IycTh OH HEMHOTO IOJOXKAET. fd cymelo, Oyab MMOKOIHA, OTOMCTUTH 3a Hac 00eux,
IIOKa He M03[HO. A 3a Tebs s roToBa OPOCUTHLCS U B OT'OHB, €CITM ITOHago0uTcst. Tebe CTOUT TOIBKO
cka3aTb! 4 TBOs TemoM u myiioi! A meHbru Tede Mo-peXHEMY HYKHBI?

— Bomnslire HeT. Bee B mopsake.
— HWmMnepaTop?

— HimmepaTop, — noaTBepauia MapuaHHa He 0e3 CThIfla 3a 3Ty HOBYIO JI02Kb, HO OHa He X0TeJla
paccka3eiBaTh DOPTIOHS 0 CBOEH BCTpeUe C KapAMHAJIOM ¥ O TOM, YTO 3aTEM ITOCJIEH0BaIO.

OHa He UMeJa ITpaBa T'OBOPUTL O CBOEM HEBHIHOCUMOM II0JI0KEHUH, 0 OyayiieM pebeHKe, o
BBIHY2K[IEHHOM Opake, ¥, B CYIIHOCTH, Tak Ovw10 y4ine. PopTioH3, Hab0KHOCTH KOTOPOH OTAaBasa
CyeBepueM U I3bIYeCTBOM, He MOHsIa Onl ee. be3zaboTHas 1 OecCcThIIHass MAHMATIOPHAS KPeoJjiKa He
IIOCTECHSIJIACh OBl BEICTABUTH Ha 0003peHHe eIyl apMUI0 He3aKOHHBIX IIJTOI0B €6 MHOTOYHCIEHHBIX
cTpacTel, eciu OBl IPHPOMA He cOo3Majla ee TaKOH JTOBKOM B TI00BY. MapuaHHa 3Hasla, YTO OHA U30
BCEX CUJI BOCIIPOTUBUTCS MMPOEKTY KapAruHaa, a OTHOCUTEILHO TOT0, YTO OHA II0COBETYET CBOEM
IIOJIpyTe, JOoTaflaThCsd HETPYMHO: COO0MKTh HarosieoHy o rpsigyleM MaTepPUHCTBE, TI03BOJIUTh EMY
BBIJATh €€ 3aMyXK 3a IIePBOr0 MTONAaBIIETroCs HEJOTEINY... U 3aTeM yTellaThCs ¢ KeM nomano. Ho
MapwuaHHa He X0Tesla faxke pajfy CIaCeHus CBOeH Y4eCTH ¥ 4eCTH pebeHKa BIOXKUThL CBOIO PYKY B
PYKY HEIOCTOMHOTO KOPBICTOMI00A. 30H OBIT YHUCT B 9TOM OTHOLIEHWH, ¥ OHA JOCTATOYHO XOPOIIIO
3HaJla KPeCTHOTO, YTOOR He COMHEBAThCS, UTO U3OpaHHBEIM UM MYKYKMHA BO3bMET €€ B JKEHHI He 110
pacdeTy: el He NIPUAETCS IIpe3upaTh HU ero, HU ceb4... [la, ¢ KaKoil CTOPOHBI HU ITIOCMOTPH,
IMONMy4YaeTCs, 4YTO JIYUIIEe HA O YeM He TOBOPUTL €€ IIogpyre.

BymeT BpeMs 1o3:xe... UK 10 KpaiiHel Mepe Korfa IMOsSIBUTCS f30H, eClu OH BOOOIIE OSBUTCH. ..

[Torpy3uBInuch B Takue OMU3KKE ee Cepilly mevaibHbie JyMbl, MapraHHa He ofpalana BHUMAHUS
HYU Ha CJIIUIIKOM 3aTSHYBIIEECS MOJTYaHWe, HM Ha TO BHUMaHKe, C KOTOPHIM MTOfIpyra pacCMaTpuBaia
ee. U BOPyT COBEPIIEHHO CTIOKOWHO QOPTIOHI CIIPOCHIIA:

— V¥ 1e6s1 HenpusATHOCTU? TBOU MyXK?

— On? Ero apecTtoBanu, — C KOPOTKMM CMEIIKOM CKa3ajla MapuaHHa, — HO 4Yepe3 TPHU OHS OH
6rmaromony4yHo cOexar.

— Cobexan? OTkyna?
— HN3... u3 Bencena!

— W3 Bencena? Ho 5T0 HeBO3MOXKHO! — KaTeropuyeCKUM TOHOM BOCK/IMKHYyIa OopTioHS. — U3
Bencena He yOerator! Eciu 9T0 MpOU30IIUI0, 3HAUYUT, €My ITOoMOTIH. Y Hafio OBITh AbSIBOJIBCKU
BIIUSATEIbHBIM, YTOOH OOUTHCS TaKOT0. UYTO THI AyMaeIlh 10 3TOMY ITOBOMY?

— Ia... Hu4ero.
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— Vx O6ynTo! f 3HAl0, UTO TH AyMaelllb, TOTOMY YTO caMa AyMalo Tak. HUKTO He cibimian 00 9ToM
nobere, ¥ S MOTY IIOCTIOPUTE, YTO UMIIEPATOP TOXKE He 3HAET... KaK OH, BIPOYEM, He 3Haj 1 00
apecre. JIagHO, Ha30BU MHE TOTO0, KTO IOCTAaTOYHO CUJIEH, YTOOH yCTPOuUTH nober u3 BeHceHa
AHTIMICKOMY IINKUOHY TaK, 4YTOOb HUKTO 00 3TOM He 3HaJI ¥ faXKe ra3eTYNKU He MIPOHIOXAIH.

— Ho ecTs XKe, HaKOHEII, TIOPEMIIINKY, KaHIEJIAPUg.

— IloBeps, ecnyu MBI IPUAEM B TIOPHMY, MBI HaliIEM TaM TOJIbKO HAWBHAIX JOOPSIKOB U camMoe
y0enuTenbHOE 3aIUPaTeIbCTBO: HUKTO HE IIOWMET, O 4YeM MBI TOBOpUM. HeT, mo-Moemy, meno
3aKOHYEHO, HO 4ero g He MOTY IIOHSATh — 3TO IPUYUHY, no0yausyo Oyiie BHIYyCTUTH Bpara...

— T4hI ellie He Bce 3HAEIIb...

MapraHHa TOPOIJIMBO OIKCalla Pa3hirpaBIIyiocs B My3ee BOCKOBBIX (DUTYD CIIEHY U IlepecKa3aia
yxacHoe coobienre braka @uina. ®opTIOHS CiyIiaia ¢ 3aMeTHBIM BOJTHEHUEM U B KOHIIE TSKKO
B3[OXHYJIA.

— Kakas reycHocTh! EMHCTBEHHOE, Ha YTO 51 HafleloCh, YTOOR! onpaBaaTh ®yiie, 3TO TO, YTO OH HE
3HaJI BCEro 3TOro.

— Kak oH Mor He 3HaTh? TH CuKTaellb, 4YTO B3k OUII CKPHUI OT HETO BCe?

— Henb3s yTBepKOaTh, UTO OH BUEJI MUHUCTPA IT0CJIe apecTa aHrIn4YaHuHa. Oyire Mor OBITH B
Komnrene unu y ce6s B @eppbepe. K Tomy ke, Korpma ero nuHdpopMupoBanu 06 apecTe, OH,
0e3yC/I0BHO, He CIIELIN YBUAETh TOr0, KTO 9TO IIPOfieiajl, YCILIIaTh ero 00bsICHEHNS, KOTOPHIE
MOTJIM OKa3aThCs HEOIIPOBEPKUMBIMU YIUKaMU. Halll MUHUCTD — XUTpas JIUca, U eCJIU g1 FOBOPIO,
YTO OH MOT He 3HaTh 00 OXOTHHUYBHUX ITOIBUTAX TBO... CJIOBOM, 3TOTO aHTJIMYAHUHA, TO IIOTOMY, YTO
3TO BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO. Ho yBepsito Te6s1, YTO g BCe Y3HA0 TOUHO.

— Kakum obpazom?

— 9T0 yx Moe peno. [To MeHbIlel Mepe 5 y3Hal0 IPUYKUHY 9TOM CTPAHHOU CHUCXOOUTENIbHOCTH K
AHTJIMMCKOMY IIITHOHY.

— Apkapuyc yTBepxkaaeT, uto ®yie 6e3 BeloMa UMIIepaTopa 3aTesiyl IePeroBOPH ¢ AHTTIHEH,
IIeperoBOPH], KOTOPHIE BedyTCs yepe3 0aHKUPOB... bapeHs, JIsOyiepa u... YBpapa.

TeMHEIe TTTa3a M-M ['aMeJieH CBePKHY/IH 37T00HOM pPagoCThIO.

— Tak-Tak! 9T0 MHOTOE 00BSICHSIET, CEPALE MOe. f melCTBUTENIbHO 3aMeyarla, YTO IIOCIeqHee BpeMs
IIPOUCXOIUIIN CTPaHHBIE BeIlM Kak y 0coOHsKa 2KiouHbe, TaK U 0K0JI0 OaHKa Jopororo Yepapa. Ecnu
2Konuasnb, 4eloBeK 0OJIBIIOTO yMa, TPaBUILHO BO BCEM pa300pasics, [esio UAeT O OOJIbIION TPUOLIIHN
IIJIST TOCTION TOJICTOCYMOB, UCKIto4Yasi ®paHIuio, KOTOPYIO OHU 006X0AsT cBouMu 3abotamu! 1
IIOCKOJIBKY $1 JII00OTIBITHA 110 IPUPOE, S IT0OCTapaioCch U3BJIeYb 3TO MUJIOE [ieiblle Ha CBeT Boxkuil.

— WM kaK THI 3TO cHieaels? — crpocuia MapuaHHa, 00eCIIOKOeHHast TeM, YTO ee Iofapyra 6pocaeTcst
Ha OMAaCHYIO TPOITy BOMHEL.

®opTIOH3 BCTala, MOMIOIINIA U 3aledaTiesia MaTePUHCKUH TI0LeNnyH Ha 10y MOJIOMOM KEHIITIHEL.

— He yTpyxpmali CBOI0 MUIYIO TOJIOBKY 3TUMH 3allyTaHHEIMUA UCTOPUSMU U NIPENOCTaBh MHE
nerictBoBaTh! Oberiaio Tebe, YTO MBI CJTaBHO IIOCMEEMCS ¥ UTO HU YBpap, HU DyIre He BO3HECYTCS B
paiu... Uy, CKOpeii, He IPOBaIATCS B IIPEHCIONHION, KOTOpas UX 0XKUMaeT. A ceiidac OfleHbCS U UIN
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CO MHOM.

— Kynma T x04eb uaTH? — C BUAUMBIM HEJOBOJILCTBOM 3allpOTECTOBala MapuaHHa, CheKHUBasCh B
CBOEM KpecJie, CJIOBHO ITPU3LIBAS MMOOPYTY HE YXOOUTE.

— B Ilapux, nporynatecs. [loroga npesocxogHas. Bopeku MOUM JIBCTUBEIM CJI0BAM THI BHITJISAAUIIE
y2KaCHO U CBeXKHuU BO3AyX TeOe IPoCTo HeOOXOAUM.

MapuanHa nomopiunack. E#f Ka3amock, 4TO CTOUT e XOTh Ha MUHYTY YUTH, KaK MOSIBUTCS ['pakx.

— Ioiimem, — HacTtauBana ®opTioH3, — MmOIeM CO MHOM. 3aBTpa BeUuepoM y MeHs HeOOJIbIIon
npueM, u Hafo 3arngHyTh K [llepe B [Tane-Posinie u y3HaTh, €CTh 1M Y HUX YCTPUIHL. [1oiieM BMeCTe,
3TO0 pa3BeeT Te0s. BpemHO cumeTh BOT TaK B3alepPTH CO CBOMMY MPAYHLIMU MBICTISIMHU U CTPaxom!
Benw TEI OOMIIBCS?

— ITocTtasb cebs Ha Moe MecTo. Thl OB He 00sJ1ach?

— 417? 4 6rinma OB B yKace, HO yeM Ooriblile st 60siy1ach ObI, TEM 0XOTHEE MoKuaasna 0w moM. I'opa3mo
nydie OBITh CPeOH IITYMHOM TOJIIIH, YeM CHOETh 3a KaMEeHHBKIMU CTeHaMu. W ITOTOM, 4ero ThI XK[elllb
OT 3TOT0 aHTrIM4YaHuHa? UYTo OH yObeT Te0s?

— OH DOKJIANICS OTOMCTUTh MHEe, — ITpoOopMoTana MapuaHHa.
— Homyctum. Ho MecTh GbiBaeT pa3Hasi. Ecny, Kak TH yTBepXKAaellb, OH YeJI0BEK YMHBIH. ..
— CnumxkoM! Kak caM AbsIBOIL.

— Torga oH He yObeT B TeOe KypHIly, HECYIIYIO 30JI0ThIE Siiiia. ITO OBIJI0 OBl CIIUIIIKOM IIPOCTO, JIETKO
1 OBICTPO... KpoMe Toro, OH MOXKET MPeInoI0XKUTh, YTO UMIIePAaTOP MOOHUMET BCEX Ha HOTH, YTOOH
OTHICKATb TBOET'0 My4uTessi. HeT, s CKopee mpe/nonoxky, YTO OH IOMKITAETCS OTPABUThL TBOE
CylLlleCTBOBaHUe, MOBeMs TeOs Mo TOTO, YTO TH CaMa XUTh He 3aX04elllb, HO OH HUKOTa He IIPUIET,
YTOOHRI XJITQMHOKPOBHO Te0s 3ape3aTh.

OH 4yypnoBHllle, 3TOT YE€JIOBEK, HO He aypak! [Togyman, CKOJIBKO 30J10Ta OH ellle MOXKeT HaflesaThCs
BBITSIHYTh U3 TEOS.

ITo mepe TOro Kak OHa rOBOpHJIa, HANPsSIXKEeHHOe BHUMaHNe MapraHHH XKaJHO 0TMeYano KaxXk[oe ee
CJIOBO, KaXK[IbIM BUTOK €€ pacCyXKOeHuu.

®opTions Orina mpaBa. Korga ero apecroBanu, ®paHcuc mpuimesn B SpoCTh He M3-3a yTPaThl CBOOOMH,
a ¥3-3a IIOTEPH TaK JIeTKO NOOBITOM KpynHO# cyMMbl. JIopa Kpanmep OblT CIUIIKOM YBEPEH B cele,
YTOOBI O0SITHCS TIOPEM, TIOPEMIIKUKOB M BCETO CyAeOHOT0 BEJOMCTBA, OH TEPSJ 30JI0TO, TO 30JI0TO,
KOTOPOTO OH Kaxkmaas 0omblle BO3ayxa. MapruaHHa BCTasa.

— 4 oy, — cKas3ajia OHa HaKOHell, — HO He IpHUrjaliail MeHs K cebe Ha yKUH. d 0TKaXkycCh!

— Ho... 51 1 He cobupatoch Tebs mpUriamaTh. ITO YKUH Ha OBOUX, MO Munenas. M yKuH Ha JBOUX
TepsieT BCE CBOe OYapOBaHUe, KOTTIa MOSBISIETCS TPETHH.

— Ax, moHuMaro! THl Xfellb BO3BpalleHus CBOEro rycapa.

O4eBUOHO, 3TO IIpeaInojIozKeHne I10Ka3ajloCb O4YeHb CMEITHBIM M-M ['amenes, IIOTOMY 4YTO OHa
pa3pa3unnaCe CME€X0M, U1, CKOPpEe, Hadalla PagOCTHO BOPKOBATL, YTO 3aMEHAJIO Y Hee CMeEX.
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— Bor u He yrapana! K 4yepty OypHbe! Ecnu xouelns 3HaTh, 1 KOy APYroro rycapa.

— Ho... KT0 Xe 3T10? — cnpocuia MapuaHHa, YyBCTBYS HEKOTOPYIO PaCTEPSHHOCTD Iepef 3Tou
®opTI0H3, KOTOpas BUJIACH K Hel, IblJIasi THEBOM OT PEBHOCTH, a Telepb COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOWHO
TOBOPUT 00 YKUHE C IPYTUM MYKUYUHOM.

CwMmex Bce Oo7blie pa3dupan KpeoskKy.

— Kr0? [1a [Iromi0H, BeyHbIH conepHUK OypHbE, YeI0BEK, KOTOPHIY TaK JIOBKO IIPOTKHYJI €My IIJIed0 B
TOT Beuep! OH coBepiieHHO OecromoOeH, TH 3Haelnh? M Th He NIpefCcTaBselb, KaKO! IPUATHHIN
BKYC IIpuoOpeTaeT MeCThb B ero 06bsaTusx!.. Uou ogeHbes!

MapuraHHa He 3acTaBuIa ee MOBTOPSATh. [I0MBITATHCS MOHATH YTO-HUOYOH B JIoTUKE DOPTIOHS OBITIO
ceHlyac BhIlIe ee CUJl. [leCTBUTENIBHO, M-M ['aMesieH XKeHIHa He3aypsagHas.

YacomM 1o3:xe MapraHHa MPoXaXkKBaach PILOM CO CBOEH IMOAPYTOi o] CBOgaMu rajepei [lame —
Posins, rme pacmojaraauch Iydilie raCTPOHOMUYECKHe Mara3uHel. Iloroma Oblyla YygecHas, mydu
COJIHIIA UT'PAIX B MOJIOMOM TKUCTBE [IEPEBBEB, CTPYSIX (POHTAHOB ¥ IIa3ax XOPOIIEHbKUX NEBYIIEK,
TOJIMUBIIKUXCS B 3TOM MECTe, y2Ke JaBHO CTaBIIIEM IIPUCTAHUIIEM BCEBO3MOXKHEIX YIOBOIbCTBUM.

MapuaHHa HeMHOr0 OkuBUIack. CHayasa OHY NOLIK K MpMeHy, roe Kpeojka 3aka3aja KOP3UHY
CBeXuX Tpiodenel, MaiIbCKyI0 TOPYUILY U Pa3/IMUHbIE OCTPHIE IPUIIPABEI, 3asBUB, YTO JIIOOOBHHIH
IIBIJT My2KYMHB BCeTla Hafo nogorpeBaTh. OTciofa HanpaBuauck K Illepe, mocTaBIIUKY
BCEBO3MOXKHOU OUYH.

Mara3suH y Hero OblsT Y3KUH ¥ TECHBIH, TOe MOKYMaTe T, MUHOBAB OBYX BUCEBIIUX 10 00€ CTOPOHHI
BXOJIa KOCYJIb, C TPYIOM IPOOUPaIuCh Mekay O0YKAMK C CEJIbAbI0 ¥ CBEXKMMU CapIUHAMH,
KOP3WHKAMM C YCTPUIIAMH ¥ PaKaMu. MapruaHHa C MHTEPeCOM y3Halla CPpeau [TOCeTUTenen
3HaMeHHUTOro KapeMa, COImpoBOKIaeMOoro IByMs YOIIOPHLIMHU JIAKESIMHU U TPEeMs TOBapPSATaMH C
6onbmrMu Kop3uHaMmu. OfeTrli Kak 0oraThiii 6ypxKya, med-moBap TanelipaHa fienan CBOM BEIOOD C
CEpPBE3HOCTHIO I0BENTUPA, OLIEHUBAIOIIETO IPATrolleHHbIe KaMHH.

— 3p0ech CTONIBKO Jofei, — cKa3asna OopTioHI, — K ToMy XKe KapeM Bcerpma Ton4eTcs [0
0EeCKOHEYHOCTH.

Mzl eme BepHEMCH ciofa. A moka mnoiineM K Kopcene.

B koH1e ranepeu Boxkose, 3HaMeHUTHIM OaKaIeHIMK, OTKPLIT CBOM OTPOMHEIN Mara3wH, IOIIMHHBIH
pai [ rypMaHOB ¥ TaCTPOHOMOB. MHOTOYKC/IEHHEIE BHUMATE/IbHbEIE IPUKA34YUKY [Ipefiaraiu
OXOTHHUYbU COCHUCKH U3 JIMoHa, Kojmbacy u3 Apnsd, TycuHyo nedeHky u3 CtpacOypra unu [lepuropa,
nmamTeT U3 Hepaka, KonmdeHble I3bIKM U3 Tpyalusio, ;kaBOPOHKOB u3 [ITuBoepa, mynsapok u3 MaHca, He
TOBOPA yKe 0 IpsiHUKax u3 [IuxkoHa unu PeriMca, yepHOC/IuBe U3 AXXaHa, MapMelaze U3 KiepMoHa
¥ MHOTOM APYTOM.

KnueHtypa 3gech Ovina 6oraTtas. opTiOH3 He3aMETHO [T0Ka3asla MoOpPyre OBYX-TPeX KEeHIIH U3
BBLICIIIET'0 CBETA, MIPUINEAIINX CIOfa, YTOOBI CenaTh 3aKa3kel. [lepen omHOM U3 HUX, BECEJION U
CHMITaTUYHOM KOPOTHIIIKOM, YBUBAJICS MOYTH BeCh IIEPCOHATI, C KOTOPHIM OHa Bejla ce0sl 0YeHb
HETIPUHYXKIEHHO.

— IIpeBocxonHas XXKeHIIMHA — 3Ta KeHa Mapiana Jlepespa, — mpoirenTtana M-M ['ameneH, — HO
TepIOrHHeN OT Hee U He MmaxHeT! ['0BopsT, 4To OHa Ovlja Mpaykoy, 1 071aroBOCIUTaHHEIE
IPUABOPHEIE 3€BaKU CMOTPST Ha Hee CBBICOKA, HO 9TO ee He 0COOEHHO BONHYyeT. Ecu y Hee
IEeNCTBUTEIbHO PYKU MTPAYKH, TO VXK cepale — 01aropogHoe, 4ero He CKaXKellb 0 IPYTux.
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Hampumep, 06 9T0#, — gqo0aBuia OHA, YKPaAKOW MOKa3kiBas Ha BEICOKYI0 OPIOHETKY, HEMHOTO
Xy[OIIaBy10, HO C BEJIMKOJIETTHBIMY YePHBIMU T'Jla3aMu, KOTOPask BEICTaBUIa HAMlOKa3 CIIUIIKOM
IBIIIHEIA [ yTPa TyaseT ¥ OTHaBalla PaclopsixKeHUs C U3NTUITHUM BEICOKOMEpPUEM.

— Kt0 oHA? — CIIPOCHUJIa MapHaHHa, KOTOPad yKe BCTPeUdalla 3Ty KEeHIIINHY, HO 3a0blTa ee M.

— Orne Heii. OHa u3 xopoiel 0ypKya3HOU CeMbH, 0OYb TOPHUYHON Mapuu-AHTyaHETTHI, HO TaMSTh
0 ee TIPOUCXO0XKMEHNU, CO3HaHUE OOIBIIOr0 O0raTCTBa U CJIaBhl €€ CYNpyra MOPOAUIIU B HEW CBOETO
pofia apCTBEHHBIN CHOOU3M, IpaBMa, O0/bIille CMaxXUBaIOIINI Ha MPOBUHIIMANIU3M. [I0OCMOTPH, Kak
HEeyMeJI0 OHa [iejlaeT BUJI, YTO He 3aMevaeT MPUCYTCTBUS MafaM JlepeBp! Myxkbsg — GpaThs 10
OpPYXkHIO, a XKeHbl HEHaBUAAT APYT Apyra. ITO JOBOJLHO TOYHOE BOCIIPOU3BEEHNUE TOTO, YTO
TBOPUTCS TIPYU ABOPE TIOUIbPH.

Ho MapuanHa 0orblie He ciymana. OCTaHOBUBIINCH IIepe]] BUTPUHOM, OHa y2Ke HEKOTOPOe BpeMs
BCMaTpUBAJIaCh B OUePTAHUS KEHIITUHbI, KOTOpast coOpajiack BHIMTH U3 COCEOHET0 Kade, HO
OCTaHOBHUJIACh HA MTOPOTe U 3aKoyebanack. JTa XKeHIIMHa, 6€3yCII0BHO, Obl/la e#f 3HaKOMa.

— Hy BoT, — ymuBunack ®opTioH3, — YTO THI TaM yBuUmena? YBepsio Te0s, 4To Kade Crenwix He
IIpefCTaBIsET O/ HaC HUKAKOTr0 MHTepeca. ITO MOJb3YIOleecs NYPHOU CIIaBOM MECTO, T'fie IacyTCs
IIPOCTUTYTKHU, CyTE€HEPHl, pa3BPaTHUKY U Ky[a 3aMaHWBAIOT TPOBUHIIAAJIOB, YTOOE 0600paTh UX [0
IIOC/IeqHeN HUTKU.

— Kade TyT HU IIpU 4eM... MEHSI 3aUHTEpeCcoBasla Ta KeHIMHa B CePOM IJlaThe C KpacHOM IIajbio. f
yBepeHa, 4yTo 3Hato ee! ... Ox!..

[TompaBuB Iajk, XKeHIIXHA IIOBEPHYJIa TOJ0BY, ¥ MapuaHHa, 6€3 BCIKUX 00bSICHEHNHM 0CTaBUB
TIOOPYTY, TIOCIENINIa HapyXKy, BIeKoMas mobyxKmeHreM, Hall KOTOPEIM OHa Oblla He BlaCTHA. Temeps
OHa OTIpefie/IeHHO y3Hasla XeHIUHYy. ITo Oniyla OpeToHka ['BeH, moboBHUIIa MopBaHa-rpaduTens,
KOTOPHIN II0CJIe TaMSTHOM HOYM B MayibMe30He Halllell TOCTOSTHHOe MEeCTO B MMIIePaTOPCKOM
TIOPbME.

MozxkeT OBITh, ¥ HE CIEO0BAJIO TaK YOUBIISITLCS IIPU BCTpede B [Tapuke C OleTOM, KaK CKpOMHas
MelllaHKa, TUKOM mouyephio cKaj [Taranuu. Co6cTBeHHO, eciii MopBaH Ovll B [Tapuxke, IyCcTh gaxe U
B TIOPbME, IToYeMy ObI He OBITh 3[IeCh U ero JII000BHUIIE, HO TANHBIM T'OI0C MTOCKa3kIBall el, 4To ['BeH
IIOSIBUJIACh HE TOJIBKO MAJIST TOTO, YTOOK OBITh MOGJIMKE K apeCTOBAaHHOMY TI000BHUKY. [[eo OBII0 B
opyrom... Ho B uem?

BpeToHKa HETOPOIIKBO IIOIIa 10 Tanepee boxoie. OHa mepxkaach CKPOMHO, ITOYTH POOKO,
OIIYCTHB T'OJIOBY TaK, YTOOHI €€ JINII0 110 BO3MOXKHOCTH OCTaBaJoCh B TEHU II0JIeH IIJIIIEL, ITPOCTO
yKpalleHHOY KpacHHIM 6aHTOM. OHa SIBHO He X0TeJla, YTOOLl ee IPUHSIN 3a OJHY U3
MHOTOYHCJIEHHBEIX HaKpallleHHEIX U BHI3BIBAIOIIE JEeKOIbTUPOBAaHHEIX IPOCTUTYTOK, HAIOTHSABIINX
ranepeu [lane-Posisi. Mapuansa nogymara, 4To, I0-BUAUMOMY, ['BeH Tak cTapaTesIbHO CKPHIBAET
CBOIO IIPUBJIEKATEIFHOCTD, IOTOMY YTO X04UeT u36exkKaTh OMaCHOCTH IIPUBJIEYb BHUMaHKE KOT0-
HUOYOb U3 IIPa3qHOIIATAIOMKUXCS, OPOOUBIINX B 3TOM MECTe YOOBOJILCTBUM U 3HAKOMCTB.

Yro6 n3bexkaTh MomoOHOr0 prcka, MapraHHa OBICTPO OIyCTHIa 0OBUBABIIYIO €€ IIJIIIKY I'YCTYIO
3eJIeHYI0 Byasb. OTO ITO3BOJIAJIO €¥ CIef[oBaTh 3a OPETOHKOM, He oracasich OBITh Y3HAHHOM.

Vs opyr 3a opyrom, o6e XKeHIIMHBI IIPOIIUIM TaJiepelo BIJIOTh 10 CTAPUHHOTO TeaTpa MoHTa3be. TaM
['BeH 1oBepHYyJIa HaleBo, IOJ CBOAYATYIO KOJIOHHAY, Bemyiyio K ynuile boxkone. Ho npexpge yem
BBIUTH Ha yJIMIy, OHA pa3a OBa OTJISIHy/Iach, YTO Cpa3y XKe HallOMHWIO MapuaHHe 00 OCTOPOXKHOCTH
¥ 3aCTaBUJIO €6 OCTAHOBUTHLCS B TEHU OOHOM M3 BeIMYECTBEHHBIX KAMEHHBIX KOJIOHH, CAEeJIaB BU, YTO
OHa pacCMaTpUBaET BXOO 3HAMEHUTOT0 pecTtopaHa «I'paH Bedyp». 3aTeM oHa He3aMETHO BHITJISIHYTa
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Ha yJIHIy.

I'BeH ocTaHOBUIACH HEMHOTO [asibllle, PALOM C YePHOU KapeTou, KOTopasl cCpa3y HallOMHUJIa
MapuaHHe [IpyTyio, 0YeHb IT0X0XKYI0 Ha Hee, ¥ MpoOyauna HeJaBHUe U MaJIONPUSITHEIE
BOCIIOMMHaHUS. BpeToHKa 00MeHsITach HECKOJIBKUMHU OBICTPHIME (hpa3aMu C Ky4epoM, JTUII0
KOTOPOT'0 OBIJIO YKPHITO MOAHSATHIM BOPOTHUKOM IIJIallla, 3aTeM [EeBYIIIKa BEPHY/IACh K TOMY MECTY,
rAe npuTaniach MapuaHHa, U CTajla 3arisgbiBaTh B OKHa pecTopaHa. OHa SBHO HHTEpecoBaiach
YeM-TO UM KeM-TOo, HaxogamuMcs B «['pan Bedype».

MapuaHHa Haydaja IIpOXaXKMBaThCS 110 Tajiepee, He BHIIYCKas U3 BUNY OPETOHKY, Ybe IOBefleHUe
Ka3aJI0Ch eii 10 MeHblIllel Mepe CTpaHHEIM. K c4acThio, MUMO HUX IIPOXOMIMIIO MHOTO JTIOfIeH, TaK 4YTO
MaHEeBpH MapHaHHbEI He MOTJIM IPUBIeYh BHUMaHUA. K Tomy ke u ®opTioHs 'amenen
IPUCOEOUHUIACh HAKOHEI] K CBOEH MoapyTe.

— MoxeT OhITh, THI CKaXKelllb, YTO IPOHUCXOIUT? — CIIPOCHUIA OHA. — ThHI BHICKOUMIIA U3 JIABKU
Kopcerne, c1oBHO 3a To0O¥ THAUCE.

— 3a MHOH HUKTO He THaJICsI, Ha000POT, 5 X0Tesla IPOCIeOUTh 3a OMHOK 0c000ii. [IpoigeMcs, eciu
TeOe He TPYOHO, moporas PopTIOHS, YTOOH He IPUBIIEKATh BHUMaHUSI.

— JIerko cka3aTh, — YCMeXHYyIacCh Kpeonka. — X0oTs y TeOsi ¥ TycTas Byasib, MUJIOYKa, TBOIO (BUTYPKY
He CIIpSYelllb... la ¥ Ha CBOIO S II0Ka He XKalyioch. Ho pa3 Tkl X04ellb, IOMIIH.

Tebs Bce ellle 3aHMMAET 3Ta KEHIIMHA B CEPOM U KpaCHOM?
Kto xe oHa?

B Heckonbkux croBax MapraHHa BBena POpTIOHS B KypC fiefla, ¥ MOJIofiasl XKeHII[MHa COTJIaCUIIach,
YTO TYT OEUCTBUTENBHO €CTh Hafl YeM mopymaTh. OfMHAKO OHA BO3pa3uiia:

— A Tebe He KaxKeTcs, 4To 9Ta ocoba IIPOCTO X04eT noa3apaboTath? OHa 0YEHb XOPOIIeHbKas, U
Cpenu MOJBU3AIOIIMXCS 3[eCh IeBUI] €CTh HEKOTOPHIE, HMeIOIIKe BIOJIHe PecleKTabeIbHbIN BU]I.

Cyns mo ToMy, YTO Thl MHE paccKa3salla, OHa He TaK yXK CYpoBa, IT0 KpaHel Mepe B OTHOLIEHUH C
MYXKYMHAMHU.

— Bo3Mo0XHO, HO g 3TOMY He Beplo. B TakoM criydae 3a4eM Ha yJulle XAET KapeTa, I04eMy OHa
XO[IUT B3af-BIleper llepel PECTOPaHOM, He CIlycKas rna3 ¢ aBepu! OHa XOeT KOro-To, 3TO TOYHO, U 5
X04y 3HaTh KOro!

— BesycnoBHO, — B3moxHy1a POpPTIOHI, — 3HAKOMCTBA KEHIUH IT0H00HOTr0 pofa MOTYT
MHTEPECOBaTh HEKOTOPHIX 0C00... Cpefy mpoyux U Hamero apyra @ymie. JlagHo, momoxnem! MoxeT
OBITH, YBUOUM YTO-HUOYIH UHTEPECHOE.

Pyka 00 pyKy, CHOKOMHBEIM ITPOT'YJIOYHEIM IIaroM 06e XKEeHIIWHBI HAalTPABUIMCh K 3aCaKeHHOMY
JIUTIAaMU ¥ TYSIMHU LIEHTPY cajia, CTapasiCh, OMHAKO, He YXOOUTh HajlIeK0 OT UCXOMHOU TOYKM. Ka3aocs,
YTO OHHU Be[lyT OKMBJIEHHBIM Pa3roBOp, TEPSBIINICS B HEIIPEPHIBHOM IIIyMe, MCXONUBILIEM U3
OecunCcIeHHBIX Kade, OUTbIPIHEIX, KHUKHEIX JITABOK ¥ BCEBO3MOXKHEIX Mara3lHOB, OTKPHITHIX THEM U
HOUB0 y ITayme — Posinst. O6e He BHITYCKANX U3 BUAY OPETOHKY, MEIJIEHHO ITPOXaXKUBAOIIYIOCS
MeXMy yiullei u cagoM. BHe3amHo I'BeH ocTtaHoBUIachk. ClieuBIIMe 3a HeM — TOXKe, IBEPh
pecTopaHa Hayajia OTBOPSTLCH...

— 4 9yBCTBYy10, YTO celdac YTo-TO mpou3sonaeT! — mpomenTana ®opTioH3, KPEMKO CKaB PYKY
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TIOOPYTH.

[leliCTBUTENIBHO, B ABEPSIX IIOKA3aJICa MyXK4uHa. [ITOTHEIN, IIXPOKOIIEYNH, B CHHEM CIOPTYKE C
I1030JI0YeHHBIMU IIyTOBUIIaMH, B HaleTOM HabeKpeHb CepoM IIMINHAPE, OH OCTAHOBUJICA Ha IOPOTe,
OTBETUJI IPYKECKUM KeCTOM Ha HU3KUU IIOKJIOH X03s1Ha U 3axer ONUHHYI0 curapy. Ho Mapuanna
Y2Ke y3Halla €ro, 1 ee cepane y4dallieHHO 3a0HIIOCK.

— Cropky¢! — npomenTasna oHa. — bapon Ciopkyd!

— 3HaMeHUTHIM Kopcap? — BOCXUIIIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYIA M-M ['aMenieH. — OTOT [0OpSK, CII0KEHHBIN
Kak KopabesnbHas 604ka?

— TeMm He MeHee 3TO OH, U Tellephb 4 3HAI0, KOT'0 IMoAXKK1OadJla 3Ta oco0a. CMOTpI/I!

B camom gmerne, I'BeH He3aMeTHO BHIIIUIa U3 TEHU KOJTOHHEI ¥ BHE3AITHO OTSKEJIeBIIUMHE LIaTaMu
HaTpaBuiack K nBepsaM «I'pan Bedypa», CJI0BHO efiBa He mafas OT YCTATIOCTH.

— Yto oHa cobupaeTcs cuenaTh? — mporienTtana OopTioHs. — [ToneITaeTCA IPUCTATh K HEMY?

— He 3Halo, HO 0010Ch, UTO HUYETO XOPOIIeT0, — OTBETUJIa MapraHHa, HaxMypuB OpoBu. — MopBaH
HeHaBUOUT ClopKyda erme Gobile, yeM uMiepartopa. M s cnpamuBato cebs... [Togoiimem nobnuxe!

Ee npoH3uio onaceHue: a 4To, eCiii ['BeH Ipsg4YeT OpyKUe U TOTOBUTCS cerudac HaHecTd yaap? Ho
HeT. [louns no Kopons Kopcapos, KypUBILETo CUrapy, OHa 0CTaHOBUIIACH, IIOMIATHYJIACH U, IONHECS
KO0 JI0y OpoxKallyio pyKy, ynana...

Bupst moTepsBIIyIO Iepe HUM CO3HaHUEe MOJIOAYI0 XKeHIuHY, CIOpKy®, pa3yMeeTcs, IIOCIIeIInIT Ha
TIOMOIIb ¥ OOHSJ ee, YTOOH MOJHATH... MapraHHa Toxke Opocuiach BIepen U Kak pa3 IofocIena,
YTOOHR! YCIIBIIIATh, KAaK OPETOHKA yracaloMuM I'0JI0COM IIemyeT:

— JTO0 MyCTSKH... 6yapTe Mo6e3HEl, CyAapb, OTBEOUTE MEHS K KapeTe... OHa XKAeT 3[ech psaaoM. Tam
MHE OKaXyT YXOf...

OOHOBPEMEHHO OHa YCTAJIBIM KeCTOM OCTAaHOBHUJIA OPYTUX MPUOTHKAIOIIUXCS.

MapwuaHHa pa3ragasa 1mial ['BeH. CIopKyd HU B KOM He HYXKIaJICs, YTOOH IIOMOYb XyIOIIaBOM,
JIETKOM [eBYyIIKe H0OpaThCS M0 KapeThl, a B 3TOM KapeTe MOJIXKHEI ObUIM HaXOOUThCS JIIOIHU, YKe
TIOMIZKU/IaBIINE €T0. B OIHYy CEKYH[y ero BTalllaT BHYTPb U MOXUTST cpenb Oera OHS B LIEHTPe
[Tapuxa. OH IPeACTaBIII IPEBOCXONHBIN 00BEKT 71 00MeHa Ha MopBaHa, eCjii TOJIbKO OHU
BOOOIIE COOMPAIUCh OCTABUTD €TI0 B KUBHIX!

MapuraHnHa roToBa Oblla MOKJISICThCS, YTO makika ®@animoH — KoponmeBckoit JIunmuu He MOTIIa He
IIPUJIOKUTE PYKY K aToMy meny. OHa He Konebanach HU MrHOBeHUS. [lomoiias BIIOTHYIO0 K CIOPKydy,
KOTOPBIY y2Ke TIOOHSJI C 3eMJTM MHUMYIO 60JIbHY10, OHa TPOHYJIa €ro 3a PyKy ¥ 3asBUIa:

— OcTaBbTe 9Ty XKeHIIUHY, TOCTTOAUH 6apoH, OHa He Gornbiie OonbHasi, ueM B unu si! U rmaBHOe, He
npubrKaiTeCh K KapeTe, Kya OHa X0TeJla BacC yBJIeYb.

C]EOpqu) C YOUBJIEHHEM IIOCMOTPEII Ha HE3HAKOMKY B ByaJI, TOBOPUBIIYIO TaKK€ CTPAHHBEIE BEIH, 1
OT PACTEPSAHHOCTH OTIIYCTHII I'seH, KOTOpPasdA n3aajla THEBHOE BOCKIIUIIAHUE.

— OpHako, CygaphIHs, KTO BBI?

MapwraHHa TOTYAC MOMHSIA Byallb.
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— HekToO, BecpMa 00s13aHHAs BaM U OYEHb CHaCTJIMBas, 4TO II0IIaJia CIO[dd BOBPEMH, YTOOBI IIOMEIIaTh
IIOXHUTUTE BacC.

IIBoitHOE BOCKIHUIlaHue: pagocTd — y Clopkyda 1 SIpoCcTH ¥ OPETOHKHU, TaKO¥ Oblla peaklus Ha
OTKPHIBIIIEECS TUII0 MapuaHHHL.

— Mapemyasens MapuaHHa! — BOCKJIMKHYJI KOpcap.
— Twi? — npopsryasna 6peToHKa. — Heyzkenu TH Bcerfa Oymelns nepeberaTb MHE JOPOTy?

— 4 He CcTpPEMITIOCH K 3TOMY, — XOJIOOHO OTIapHrpoBajia MapraHHa, — U €CJIH BBl COTJIaCUTECH KHUTh
KaK BCe JIIOOY, 9TO He TPOU30UET.

— B moboMm crygae TH conrana! ¥ Kaxmoro MoxeT ObITh HE[IOMOTaHHE...
— ..KOTOpOe yXKe 1ucue310? BrICTpo XKe U3J1eYnsio BaCc MOe BMEeIIaTelbCTBO!

Bokpyr Hux yxe cobpanuch moau. CThUKa MeXK[Iy ABYMS XKeHIIUHAMU IIpUBJIeKasa Bce 00JbIne
BHHMaHUS. YBUJIEB, UYTO UT'Pa NTPOUTPaHa, OpeTOHKa, IT0XKaB IJiedaMu, X0Tella YIU3HYTh, HO O0bIas
3aropenad pyka Cropkyda onycTunaacs eil Ha IjIedo.

— He cmemmuTe, KpacoTka! Pa3 Takoe feno, Hago 00bsSICHUTHCS... ¥ KOTTIa OOBUHSIIOT, TO
OIIpaBABIBAIOTCA!

— MHe Heuero 00BACHATH!

— A s mymalo, YTO eCTb, — pa3fasics meByuuii ronoc ®opTioHs, KoTopas mMpoOuIach CKBO3b TOJIY B
COTIPOBOXKIEHUU [IBYX MYKYUH. — ITHU rocrnofa OyAyT oueHb pajbl BHICIYIIATh Bac.

['nyxo 3aCTerHyThle YepHble CIOPTYKH, TOTEPThIE ML, Oosbire 6aliMaky ¥ IyOUHKY, a TaKkKe
MpayHbIe JHIla HOBOMPUOKIBIIINX HE BHI3BIBAIM COMHEHUS B UX MPUHAIEXKHOCTH K MOTULIKUK. Tosma
paccTynuiach nepef HUMHU U 0faaach Ha3afd. TOUHO paCCYUTAHHBIMU OBUKEHUSIMU OHU C 00€UX
CTOPOH CxBaTuIu ['BeH, KOTOpas Hayasia OTOMBATHCS, KaK QypwHsi.

— 4 Huuero He caenana! ITyctute! [To KakomMy npaBy Bbl CXBaTUIU MEHS?

— 3a moNmBITKY NMOXUTUTH OapoHa Ciopkyda! [laBali momeBenuBaiics, geBka! Tol famib 00bICHEHUS
MMIIEPaTOPCKOMY Cy[y, — CKa3aJl OfUH U3 HUX.

— Her Takoro npaBa 00BUHSTh 0€3 BCIKUX J0KA3aTEIbCTB!
CHauasna foKaXXuTe BUHY!

— BMecTo moka3aTenbCTBa €CTh TBOM COOOIIHMKM: JIIOMYM M3 YePHOUM KapeThl. Ta faMa, — J00aBUII
OH, TIOKa3biBas Ha M-M ['aMesieH, — BOBpeMs Hac npenynpenuna. MMy yxe 3aHAIUCh HAIIN
TOBapUIIU. A Telnepb XBaTUT IIyMa, IOLIIHU! ..

OHu moTamuIu 6PETOHKY, SIPOCTHO OPHI3TAIONIYI0 CITFOHON M M3BUBAIOIIYIOCS, KaK MOMMaHHAs 3Mes.
I[To mopore oHa 00epHYyIaCh, IIIOHYJIa B CTOPOHY MapuaHHH U KpUKHYIA:

— M&I ellle BCTPETHUMCS, B 5 3aCTaBIi0 Te0s 3a BCe 9TO 3alIaTUTh, HIIoXa!

HaxkoHer nonuneiickie uC4e3nu, a Tomna okpyxkuia CopKyda 1 ycTpousaa eMy oBauuio0. Kaxasi
XOTeJI MPOOUTHCS U M0KAaTh PYKYy 3HAMEHUTOMY MOPSKY. OH 3aluIancs ¢ HeloAaeIbHON
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3aCTEHYMBOCTHIO, YIIHIOATICS, TOKKUMAJl TPOTSHYThIe PYKX U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB yBIIeK MapuaHHY K Kade
«PoToHma», ubsg Teppaca BLICTYyIaa IOCPEy cafa.

—Ilo CJIy4alo BO300HOBJIEHMS HAIIEr0 3HAKOMCTBA IIOMAEeM CheguM II0 IIOpIoun MOPO2KEHOTO. [Tocme
TaKHuX Hepe}KI/IBaHI/Iﬁ BaM 9TO HE0OXOOUMO U Balllei mogpyre Toxe.

OHU pacronoXuIuch B CTEKJITHHON POTOH[e, U CIOpKyd 3aKa3ai yromeHue. Ero cugiomue cuaue
rna3a nepeberanu oT MapuaHHb K POPTIOHI, pacIyCTUBIIEH Iepel HUM CBOM ITaBIUHUM XBOCT, HO
BCe — TaKU BO3BPAIIAIUCE K ee IOHOU IIOfipyTe.

— 3HaerTe, S MBITANCS Y3HaTh, 4YTO C BaMHU CTaJIOCh. f HeCKONbBKO pa3 BaM IIucCall Ha agpec (Dyme, HO
OTBETA TaK U HE IMOJIY4YHII.

— 4 He ocTanacsk y repuora OTpaHTCKOr0, — CKa3ajia MapuaHHa, IPUHUMASCh 3a BAHUIBHEIN
n710MOUpP, — HO OH MOT OBl B3STh Ha ceOs1 TPy[ IlepeciaTh MHE Ballld IIHMCHMa.

— W g Tak gymaro. { Kak pa3 cerdac HamMepeBaJiCs IIOBUAATh €ro, IIpexXae 4YeM yexaTb B MO0
bpeTaHs.

— Yt0? BHl yXe Bo3BpallaeTech?

— Oto0 HeobxonuMmo! f mpuesxan TONBKO II0 ieflaM, a Teleph, pa3 5 BaC BCTPETHJI, Bce B opsake. fA
MOTY CIIOKOMHO yeXxaTb. Ho BEI IPOCTO BEeJIMKOJIEIHE!!

Ero BOCXUINIEHHBIH B3TJIAH MpoOekas 110 U3LICKaHHOMY TyaJeTy MOJIOIOM XKEHIIUHEI, 3aePKaBIIHUCh
Ha 30JI0THIX GpaciieTax Cc AparoleHHHIMU KaMHSIMU, 1 MapuaHHa BOPYT IOYYyBCTBOBAJa
3aMenaTenbCTBO. Kak 00bsICHUTE TO, YTO C HEe¥M Mpou3omnnio? Ee uCTopusi ¢ IMIIePaTopoM CTOJIb
HeoObIYHA, Jaxe HaHTACTUYHA, YTO TAKOMY IIPOCTOMY U IIPSIMOMY HeJIOBEeKYy, KaK Kopcap, TPYZHO B
Hee 1oBepuTh. 1 ®opTIOHI, AOTagaBIINCh O €€ CMYIIeHUHU, IPHUIIIa Ha ITOMOIIb:

— Taxk Be[ib nepeq BaMu, TOporoi 0apoH, KoposeBa ITapuxa.

— Kak Tak? KoHeuHo, s HUKOMM 00pa30M He COMHEBAOCh, YTO BEI 00JIafiaeTe BCeM, YTOOLI 3aBOEBATh
KOPOJIEBCTBO, OOHAKO...

— OpHako BaM KaXkeTcsl YIUBUTENbHBIM, UTO 3TO IIPOX30IIII0 TaK 6bicTpo? Hy xopoiio, 3HaliTe Xe,
yT0 MapuaHHHI 60JbIIE HEe CYLIECTBYeT. 51 cUacT/IMBa IPEACTAaBUTh BaM CUHBOPUTY Mapuio-CTamy.

— Kak? 9to Be? Ho B [Tapuxke TOIBKO ¥ TOBOPAT O Balllel KpacoTe U BallleM TyaseTe. M Bel, 3HAYUT,
Ta, KOTO UMIIEPaTop...

OH 3anHyscs. Ero mupokoe NbBUHOE JIUI0 BHE3AITHO IIOKPACHEIO II0f] 3aTapoM, B TO BPeMsI KaK
ek MapuaHHbI OKPACUIKCh B TOT Xke IBeT. OH CMYTHUIICS OTTOT'0, YTO COOMpAICs CKa3aTh, a ee
3afleio TO, YTO MOAPa3yMeBasoch B ero MonmyaHuu. OHa IpeKpacHo moHsa, 4To CIOpKyd, HeCMOTPS
Ha CBOY IIPOBMHILIMAN3M U KpaTKoe mpebbiBaHue B [Tapuxke, He MOT He CJIBIIIATH BE3AECYILINX
CIUIETEH, YTO OTHBIHE OH 3HAaJI, KTO 3Ta Bo3/00eHHas HamoneoHa, u GBI7I0 3aMETHO, 9TO 9TO HE
IIOCTaBIISJIO €My YHOBOIbCTBUSA. ETO ria3a Ha 3aropeioM JiuIle, Tak HallOMUHaBIIMe MapruaHHe
f30Ha, oMpauyunuck. HacTynumo MomyaHue, HaCTOIBKO TATOCTHOE, UTO JaXKe CJI0BOOXOT/IMBAS
®OpTIOHD He pelmiIach ero HapymuTh. OHa 3aHsIACh MIOKOMaJHEIM MOPOKEHBEIM, CIeJIaB BUJI, YTO
BCE 3TO ee He uHTepecyeT. M Torma MapuaHHa mepBasi My>KeCTBEHHO ITOJXBAaTUIa HUTh Pa3roBOpa.

— BhI MeHST ocyKOaeTe, He Tak JTu?
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— Her... {1 6010Ch TONTBKO, YTO BEI HE GYJIGTG 0COOEHHO CYACT/IUBHI, €CIIH JIIOOUTE €T0... YTO, KOHEYHO,
H€ BBI3BIBA€T HUKAKOI'O COMHEHHI.

— [Touemy xe?

— [ToToMy 4TO eCTh BeIlM, KOTOPhIe MOf0OHas BaM KeHIMHA He chenaeT 6e3 mo0Bu. Mory no0aBUTh,
4yTO eMy moBe3sio! M Haferoch, OH oTHaeT cefe B 3TOM OTUeT.

— 4 eme B Gosnbliiieii cTeneru. Ho moyeMy BE CYHMTaETe, YTO g HE CUACT/INBA?
— VIMeHHO ITOTOMY, YTO BBl — 3TO BHI ¥ BHI JIIOOUTE €TO0.
OH TONBKO YTO XXKEHUJICI, He Tak nu? U BEI He MOXKETe He CTpajgaTh?

MapwuaHHa onycTuia ronosy. C npucyimei o0IIaoUMCs C IPUPOAOH JIIOASM IPOHUIIATEIbHOCTHIO
MOPSIK YUTAJl B HEl, KaK B IETCKOM KHUXKKe C O0NbIIUMU OYKBaMHU.

— 9T0 mpaBfa, — MOATBEPANIIa OHA C BEIMyYEHHOU YIIBIOKOW, — S CTpajiaio, HO g He XoTesa O,
YTOOBI, XON COOBITUYM M3MEHUICS. S 110 TOPHKOMY OIIBITY Y3Halla, YTO B 3TOM MHUpE 3a BCe Haflo
PacIIavyrMBaThCS, U S TOTOBA 3aIJIATUTh IT0 CUETY 3a CYACThe, KOTOPOe UMela, Jaxke ecjiu OH OymeT
HETIOMEPHO BeJIUK.

OH nOpOHAJCS, CKIIOHUJICS Tepen Hel U IOLeJI0Ball el PyKYy.
Ona BHE3AIIHO OIIyTHJIa BOTHEHHE.
— BwI yxoguTe? 3HAUUT JIX 9TO, YTO... BE O0JIbIIIEe HE OPYT MHE?

HexHas ynbiOKa CKOJIb3HYJIA 110 €ro rybaM u ucuesiia, HO BCe TEIJI0 MUpa JIyYUJIOCh B €T0 CUHUX
rJ1a3ax, BEIIBETIINX OT OeCUMCIIeHHBIX Oypb U OECCOHHBIX HOUEeH Ha paCKauylBaeMOM BETPaMHU
MOCTHKE.

— Bam apyr? { uM ocTaHyCh IO MOEro IIOCJIefHero B340Xa, 0O KOHLa cBeTa. Ho MHe mOIpocTy
HeoOxoouMo exaTh. BoH uayT Moii OpaT ¥ gBa HaIIMX KaluTaHa, KOTOPHIM I Ha3HAYUJI BCTPEUy B
3TOM cafy.

MapuaHHa 0CTOPOXKHO IpUAepKajla CKUMAaBIINEe ee PYKY LIepIiaBble abIbL.

— f yBUXKY Bac CHOBa, He IIpaBa u?

— Ecnu GBI 9TO 3aBUCETIO TOJIBKO OT MeHs! A rae s CMOTy HailT Bac?

— Oco06Hsk n'AccenbHa, JIunnbckas ynuia. Bel Bcerma 6ymete TaM XKeJTaHHBIM T'OCTEM.

OH cHOBa IpuxkaJscs rybaMu K ee HeXKHOU PyKe U YIBIOHYIICS, HO Ha 9TOT pa3 B ero yiasiOke Oblta
JyKaBas pagocTh pebeHKa.

— He uckymaiiTe MeHs puUrIallieHeM, IOTOM OT MeHs He u30aBuTech. Brl He mpencTasiseTe cebe,
HACKOJIBKO JIETKO IIPUBSI3EIBAIOTCS MOPSKHU.

B To BpeMs Kak OH yHaJuiCs B COIIPOBOXKAEHUN 0XKUMIABIINX €T0 B CTOPOHE Jitofiel, PopTioH3
['aMesneH TsKeNo B3LOXHYA.

— Bce mpaBubHO, Ha MEHS OH ¥ HE IOCMOTPEJI, — CKa3aJia OHa C HeOBOJIbHOW IPUMACOH. —
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PemuTenbHO, KOTAa TH PAIOM, MOSI Joporas, HagesaThCd He Ha 4To! A s xoTena Ovl ero
3aMHTepecoBaTh! TaKUX MyKUYUH s JTI00IIO.

MapI/IaHHa paccMedanacs.

— Kakas 181 mo6BeoOunbHas, ®opTiona! OctaBs MHe Moero Kopcapa! Y Te0s ecTb KOMy 3aCTaBUTh
Te0s 3a0BITh €T0.

[1omoH, HAanpuMmep!

— Bcskomy oBoiry cBoe BpeMs! A 9TOT 0COOEHHBIH, ¥ eCJTU Thl HeMeJJIEHHO He COOOIIUINb MHEe, KOTia
OH MTEePECTYIUT IIOPOT TBOETO 61aropoJHOT0 JOMa, ST HUKOTa B XKU3HM HE 3aT0BOPIO C TOOOM.

— Xopoiro. JTo s Tebe obelraro.

Hactynun nongens. HeGonbias myiika, npefiHa3HaueHHasi 00bIBIATh CEPENUHY [HS, BRICTPEJINIA,
OKYTaBIIUCH KiTybaMu O6eoro mbiMa. MapruaHHA ¥ ee TOIPyTa HAllPaBUTUCh K BRIXOAY M3 Cafia, YTOOH
CeCTh B CTOSIBIIYIO Iepen TeaTpoM KoMenuu KapeTy. Korya oHM MPOXOIUIIH IO CBOOAMU CTAPHUHHOTO
nBopiia repuoros Opneanckux, POpTIOH BHE3AITHO CKa3aja:

— MeHs GecnokouT 3Ta OpioHeTKa. Ee mocmequuil B3TIIsm MHE He MoHpaBuics. U ceiiyac Tebe
TOJIbKO HE XBaTaJIo 3aIl0Ny4YuTh elfe ogqHoro Bpara! [IpaBaa, Y Hee HeT HUKAKUX IITaHCOB BHIOPATHCS
13 TIOPbMBI, HO BCe-TaK¥ OyIOb OCTOPOXKHA.

— 4 He 6o1och ee. [la ¥ YTO OHA CMOXKET MHE CHeNaTh?
He Mora xe st monycTuTh, 4ToOH CropKyda moxutunu? 4 ympekasna 6l cebsi 3a 9TO BCIO XKU3Hb.

— MapunaHHa, — HEOXHJAHHO Cephe3H0 CKa3ana PopTIOH, — HUKOTOa He HeooIleHHBali HeHAaBUCTh
JKEHIMHEL. PaHO MM [T03[HO OHA HaMJeT CIocod OTOMCTUTEL Tebe 3a TO, YTO THI el caesaia.

— 47? A mouyemy He TH? KT0 mo3Ban nmonummio? [la, KcTaTh, Kak Tebe yoanoch HaWTH UX Tak GbICTPO?
M-M 'aMersieH noxkara mjie4aMu U HeMPUHYKAEHHBIM KeCcToM 00MaxXHylach KOHIIOM Iapda.

— B nyOnu4HBEIX MecTax BCerfa MHOTO IONIHUIeNCKuX. M uX 1erko pacno3HaTh 10 KaKOMH-TO
crienu(pUYeCKOU MOATIHYTOCTH.

He 3Has 9TOr0, TH BCE XK€ MelCTBOBaa MPAaBUIBHO, U 5T BOCXUINAIOCh TOOOM. Thl 04YeHb CMeasl.

MapuanHa HA4ero He otsetuna. OHa gyMasia O CTPaHHOU LIEeNY COBIAfeHNUH, CJIOBHO HAPOYHO
B34BILIUXCS CTAJIKUBATh €€ CO BCEMU, KTO BOJIbHO UJIM HEBOJILHO BMEIINBAJICSA B €€ XXKU3Hb, HAaUWHAsA
CO 3JIOTIIOJTyYHOTO JHS CBafibOBI. 3HAUUIIO I 3TO, UTO OTHHIHE €€ KU3Hb [OJIXKHa TIOUTH T10
COBEPILIEHHO HOBOMY pycny? Ei MpUXOOuUIOCh CNBIIIATh, YTO MPYU IPUOIUKEHUN CMEPTH IIepen
BHYTPEHHUM B30POM yMHUPAIOIIEro 3a HECKOIbKO CEKYH[ IIPOXOOUT BCS €ro Mpoljiasd Xu3Hb. HeuTo
nomo6HOe MTPOUCXOOUIIO U ¢ Hel. ddeMepHas Ku3Hb nequ Kpanmep, a 3aTeM meBuisl Mapuu-CTasisl
MeTeOpOM IIPOMEIIbKHYJIAa B €6 CO3HAHUU Ilepef] TeM, KaK yCTyIUTh MeCTO — HO dyeMy?.. Kakoe ums
OymeT HOCUTHL 3aBTpa MapuaHHa f'AccenbHa? Muctpuc bodop... uu ke coBepIIeHHO HE3HaKOMOe
uMs?

XOTsI BUBUT MOJIOOBIX XKeHIMH B [Tane-Posinb OB HackIlleH COORITHSIMU, HUKOTTA ellle MapuaHHa He
mmepezkuBaa Takoro gonroro gHs. OHa ollylaia HeIpeogoIuMOoe XKejlaHue BEPHYTHCS K cebe,
YYBCTBYSI, YTO €€ TaM 4YTO-TO OXKHUOaeT, Ho 00sICh BbI3BATh HacMelnky QOPTIOHI, OHA 3acTaBuia cebs
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OCTaThCS C Hell 10 OKOHYaHUS ee OeCKOHEUHOU MIPOTYJIKH, IOCKOJIbKY Y Hee He ObII0 HUKAaKUX BECKUX
IPUYUH [JI paHHEr0 BO3BpallleHus Ha JIUIbCKyo ynully. Bipoyem, 4To OHa 0XKHUfaja TaM HaUuTH?
[IycToTy, TUILUHY...

Y ®opTioH3 OBIT 0OYEepemHOM MPUCTYI MOTOBCTBA. OHA BCerga UCIBIThIBaIa pedsyeckoe
HaClIaXOeHue, TPAHXKUPS OeHbI'd, HO MHOTOA IMPOMAaTHIBala UX C KaKOKH-TO SIPOCThI0. B 9TOT meHb OHa
OyKBaJIbHO COPHJIa MMM, ITOKYyTIast IIOYTH BCE MOAPS, YKIIaAbiBast mapdsl Ha MepyaTku, O0TMHKY Ha
IIJIITIKY, ¥ BCE 3TO CaMOe MOIHOE, CAaMOe Ioporoe. YauBIeHHass MapraHHa HEBOIBHO CIIPOCHUIA Y
TIOOPYTH, YeM BHI3BAaHO TaKoe 00HOBJIEHUE ee Tapaepoba. M-m 'amesneH 3aKaTHUIaCh CMEXOM.

— 4 Ke roBopua, 4TO YBpap 3allJlaTUT MHE 3a MEJIKYIO ITOJJIOCTh, KOTOPYIO OH Tebe cuenan. A
HauyvHaw! f{ HamepeBawCh, KpOMe IIPOYEro, 3afyLIUTh €ro CYeTaMu.
— A eciu OH He 3aIIaTUT?

— On? Uckmouaetcsa! OH cnuIIKOM TileciaBeH! OH 3amjIaTUT, MOS KpacaBulla, 3allJIaTUT 0
nocyegHero cy. [TocTol, mOTIsiou Ha 3Ty CHOTCIIMOATeNIbHYI0 IUISIKY C 04apOBaTeIbHEIMU NephsaMu!
OHa Takas e 3eJieHasi, Kak ¥ TBou ria3a! 2Kanb, eciu oHa momafieT K gpyroi. A mapio ee Tebe!

W, HecMoTps Ha IpOTeCTH MapraHHE], KpacuBas p030Bas KapPTOHKA C 3eJIeHOU IITAIKON
IIPHCOEeIUHUIIACE K YTPOKaIOIIe BEIPOCIIE! rope MOKYIIOK, 3al0JIHUBIINEN KapeTy IIpeleCTHOU
KPEOJIKH.

— Tr1 Oymelns HOCUTH ee U JyMaTh 000 MHE, — CMesiCh, CKa3ajla OHa. — JTO OTBJIeYeT Tebs OT
Oe3yMcTBa TBOeW Ky3UHHL. B ee-To Bo3pacTe! YBneubcs ckoMopoxoM! 3aMeTh, UTO, HA MOM B3TJIAT, Y
Hee OTMeHHBIH BKyc. OH coO/Ma3HUTENbHEIH, 9TOT bobell... faxe oueHb CO0Ia3HUTEIbHEIN,

— Yepes nATh MUHYT THI IONIPOCUIID MEHS TIOUTH IIOMOYbL MY IIPU BEICTYILIEHHUX, — BOCKJIMKHYIa
MapwuatHa. — Het, ®OpTIOHS, TH caMa JIt000Bb, HO BEPIINHOM TBOUX JOOPHIX mell OyoeT JOCTaBUTh
MEHS DOMOI.

— Tebe yxke Hamoenno? A s xoTesia ellle yTOCTUTh Tebd 1moKonanoM y dpackarTu.
— B mpyroii pas, ecnu noxenaems. TaMm ceiiyac TOJIKy4YKa, a KpoMe Tebs s He X049y HUKOTO BUAETS.

— BeuHo TBOU ycTapeBIIKe TTyNIOCTH, — BEIOpaHunIach M-M ['aMeneH. — Bcernma TBos Hejnenas
BepHOCTh. ET0 BenudecTBy KopcukaHIly, KOTODHIH, B TO BpeMs KaK Thl TOMUINILCS B O€CIIIONHOM
OXWOAHWUHY, TaHIyeT U annopupyet «Penpe»B 00I1eCTBe CTHIIIUBOM [TOJIOBUHHL.

— OTo MeHs He UHTepecyeT! — cyxo o6opBana MapuaHHa.

— Ax HeT? A ecnu 5 Tebe ckaxy, 4TO gparoueHHas Mapus-Jlyusa yxKe BOCCTaHOBUIA IPOTUB ce0s
no6pyio MOJIOBUHY ITPUABOPHAIX laM ¥ YacTh MYXKYMH B ipufavy? Ee HaxomsaT HEYKITIOXKEH,
YOIIOPHOM, HENMPUBETINBOM! AX, ¥ 3TO B3aMeH HeCUaCTHOU 00asiTeTbHON XKeHIIUHEL, KOTOpas yMela
IIPIHUMATL C TaKuM u3samectBoM! Kak moxeT HamoneoH mepeHOCUTs 9TO!

— OH [oXKeH Bcerfia BULETh ee C aBCTPUUCKUM OPJIOM Ha Ijleyax ¥ KopoHou Kapra Benukoro Ha
rosioBe. Bemp aTo 'abcbyprka! OHa ocnemnusia ero, — MallliHaIbHO CKa3ana MapuaHHa, He
moOuBIIas rTOBOPUTh 0 Mapuu-Jlyuse.

— Tonpko ero ogHoro! Y MeHs yOUBUT, €CJIM OHa OCJIENIUT 4YeCTHOU Hapox Ha CeBepe, KOTOPHIY Yyepes
HeJeIi0 IOIYYUT BO3MOKHOCTh BOCXUIATHCA €10, [IBop nokupaet Komneen 27 — ro...
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27 — ro? A Kak OynmyT 0O6CTOSITh [iefia y Hee K 3TOMY [IHIO?
Kappounan gan et Mmecsiii cBoOoH 10 06elllaHHOT0 UM Opaka.

Onu Bupenuch 4 anperns, cliefoBaTeIbHO, €M Haflo XKAaTh KPeCTHOTO K 4 Mas. A cerogus yxe 19
anperns! 1 I'pakx He Bo3BpalnaeTrcsa! Y BpeMs MUUTCA TaK CTPEMUTENTbHO. HEeBONMBHO BhIaBas
BHYTpeHHee 6eCIIOKOMCTBO, OHa IIOBTOPHJIA:

— Bepuewmcs, npory Teds!

— Kak xoyemws, — B3poxHyna ®opTioHd. — K TOMy XKe Thl, BO3MOXHO, IIpaBa. Ha ceropusa g yxe
OOCTATOYHO MTOTPATUIACE...

[To Mepe TOTO KaK OHU NPUOIUKAIKUCE K ee oMy, MapuaHHy Bce 00JIbIlle 0OXBaThIBaJI0O HETEPIIEHNE.
OHO CKOPO CTajio TAKUM HEYAepKUMBIM, UTO, eIlle He JjoexaB 0 BOPOT 0COOHSIKA, MOJIOfas XKeHIIuHA
CIPBITHYJIA Ha yIHIy, He 0XKHKOasi, T0Ka KapeTa Bhe[eT BO IBOP, faXke He MaB BO3MOXKHOCTH Ky4epy
CITYCTUTBHCS ¥ OTKUHYTH IOTHOXKKY.

— Bort kak! — M3ymunace M-M ['ameneHn. — THl TaK CHEMINIIb TOKUHYTh MEHA?

— 41 He Tebs criemry MOKUHYTh, — Opocuia eli MapuaHHa, — s CIEIIy IomnacTh goMol! 9 BcmoMHuIa
00 OIHOM BaXHOM, HEOTJIOXKHOM JeJle.

OtroBopka Oblla He 0COOeHHO yOenuTeNnbHa, HO Y DOPTIOHS XBaTHIIO TAaKTa €10 YIOBOIbCTBOBATHCS.
[ToxkaB myjevYaMu, OHa YIHIOHYIACh, CAelala MPOIIaNbHbH KEeCT PyKOU U IIpHUKa3ajia Kydyepy exaTh
masnbire, a MapuaHHA ¢ YyBCTBOM 00JIETYEHUS, IPOUCX0KAEHNE KOTOPOTO OHA He MOTJIa 00bSICHUTS,
TOJIKHYJIa OOKOBYIO KalIMTKy U ITPOHUKIIA BO IBOP.

E#t cpady Gpocusics B rja3a OOUH U3 KOHIOXO0B, YBOOUBIIMY JIOCHSIIYIOCS OT ITOTa jlomanab. Cepalle
MapuraHHH IPOMYCTUIO OAWH yHap, ¥ OHA MOHSJa, YTO MHCTUHKT He HallpaCHO NPU3LIBAJl €€
BEPHYTLCA [IOMOM. JTa nomags... 3To ke Camcon! Ha kotopoM ye3xan 'pakx. Hakonelr! B36exas
yepe3 CTYIIeHbKY Ha KPBIIbLIO, OHA efBa He cOuia ¢ Hor 2KepoMa, KakK pa3 OTBOPSIBILIETO OBEPh.

— I'pakx? — 3apABIxadch, cipocuia oHa. — BepHyncsa?

— Ila, KoHEe4YHO, MafieMya3esib! MuHyYT mecsaTh Ha3an. OH XOTeJl TOBOPUTH C MafieMyasesib, HO g
CKasaJl, YTO MafieMya3eJib...

— I'me oH? — HeTepmenuBo o60pBasia ero MapruaHHa.
— B cBoeii komHaTe. [1o-MoeMy, 0H IiepeopeBaeTcs. [JONIXKEH U 4 IPefyNIpPenuTh ero, 4To...
— He nHapo, g nouny tyna!

He o6painasi BHUMaHMS Ha BO3MYIIEHHYI0 MIUHY MaXkopaoMa, MapuaHHa IoaxBaTuila 00euMu
pykamu 1006ku u 6eroM IMyCTUIach B JIIOACKY0. He mepeBops mbixaHus, oHa B3oOpanach 1o
[IePeBSIHHOM JIECTHHUIIE O KOMHATH ['pakxa u, He IOCTy4aB, Bolwia BHyTPh. OHA gaxke HE CyMesa
pasriiAgeTh I0HOIIY, KakK TOT, U3YMJIEHHBEIN TaKUM BHE3AIHEIM II0SIBJIEHHEM, C KPUKOM yXKaca
Opocuics Ha KpoBaTh, CXBATUJI OfI€SJI0 U KOe-KaK 3aKyTaJICs B HETO.

— Magemya3sens MapuasHa! ['ocnionu, Hy ¥ Hanyranu Bel MeHs! 4 ke 6e3 BCero, CTHITHO...

— 3a0ynb CTHI, — IIpepBajia ero MojIofasi XKeHIHa, — U 0TBedall. [louemy TebGs He OBITIO TaK
nonro? BoT yxke HECKOJIbKO gHel s ucxoxky 6ecnokorictBoM! A 6osinack, 94TO TeOSI MOXUTUIIN
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Pa300MHUKH, YOUITH, MOKET OBITh.

— Ecnu MeHS U XOTeJu MOXUTUTh, — IIpoOypuan I'pakx, — TO He pa300MHUKHY, a BEPOOBIINKH €TI0
BeJINUeCTBa UMIepaTopa, KOTopkle B balioHHE CUJION XOTENIH I0CcIaTh MeHs B MclIaHUIO K KOPOJII0
XKozedy.

— B Baitonne? Ho, mo-moemy, g mocnaina tebss B Haut?

— Cuauarna g moexain B HauT, HO Mche [TaTTepcoH cka3a, 4To Mcke bodop momKeH Ha JHIX IPUUTH
¢ rpy3oM OaKa/lelHBIX TOBapoB. Torfa s B3sJI IKUCHMO, CeJl Ha KOHS U IIoMYal TyAa.

3aTeM, U3MEHHUB TOH, OH CKa3aJl C YIIPEKOM:

— Mapemyasens MapuaHHa, BBl MOTJIH OBl Cpa3y CKa3aTh MHe, UTO numiete Mche bodopy, u g He
MoOTaJIcst ObI ITOHATPACHY. 4 moexan Ol MPsiMo B balioHHY.

— [Touemy xe? — ynuBIeHHO cipocusia MapraHHa.

I'pakx mokpacHen. Ero mo6poe muIio, yxe 3aropesiiee OT HOJIT0H €30kl BEPXOM, CTANI0 KUPIUYIHO —
KpacHeIM. OH OTBeJI I'/Ia3a U I0eXKHUJICS, CTECHSISICh KaK IPUCTAILHOr0 B3rIsina MapraHHE, TakK U
CBOET0 IPEeBHEPUMCKOTO OfIeSTHUS.

— Hapo cka3aTh, — € TPygoM Hadaj OH, — 4TO Mche Bodop u 5 Bce BpeMs epenuCkBaIuCh, Ia, 9TO
MOJKET BaC YOUBUTH, HO 3TO TaK. B TOT MeHb, KOTMIa OH yexaJl Iocjie HCTOPUHU B KaMeHoIoMHsX [1lafio,
OH TI03Bajl MeHs K cebe B rocTuHuIly. OH Jan MHe MPUIWYHYI0 Ky4dy, OeHeT U 3aTeM CKa3all:

«I'pakx, MHe HaJI0 eXaTh, ¥ 5 JyMalo, YTO MOK OThe3[ He IpUHeceT O0JIbIIoe OTOPYEHHe
MageMmya3enb Mapuanue. OHa CKOPo 3a0yaeT MeHs, HO S YCIIOKOIOCh TOJIBKO TOTHA, KOTHa y3Halo,
YTO OHA CYACTJIMBA... OKOHYATEIbHO. TakK BOT, €CNIU THI CcOTJIaceH, s Tebe coob1ily, Korga BepHYCh BO
®paHuuio, a TH MPHUIIJIEITh MHE MMCbMO B YKa3aHHOE MECTO, YTOOH! S 3HAJI, BCe I B IOPSKE, HE
TPO3UT NI el KaKag-HuOyns Oefia, HE...»

— O! — c HeropoBaHMeM IIpepBajia ero MapuanHa. — MTak, THI CIIy2KUJI eMy LIIINOHOM, [a ellle
BI00ABOK OH 3aIlJIaTHUII 3a 9TO Heible!

— Het! — Bo3MyTHJICS I0HOIIA, BCEM BUAOM CTapasiCh COXPAaHUTh JOCTOMHCTBO, HACKOJIBKO 3TO
II03BOJISANIO ero ofesHue. — He Hamo nyTtaTh! [leHbru — 3T0 B 6/1arogapHOCTh 3a TO, UTO g chenan B
[Iaio0. YTo KacaeTcss OCTalIbHOrO... IAOHO, €CIIK XOTUTE 3HaTh, IIBETH Be4epoM B TeaTpe deiifio, 9To
s UX KYIIUJI ¥ TIPUHEC BMECTE C 3alKCKOM 110 ero npukasy!

BykeT kamenuit! 3HauuT, OH OBITT BCe-TaKu OT Hero! MapuaHHa BCIIOMHUIIA OXBATUBIIIEE €€ BOTTHEHUE
IIPU BU[IE €T0 Ha ee CTOJIe B YOOPHOMN, a TaKXe pajgoCTh U pa3oyapoBaHUe, KOTHa OHa YBUAeNa, YT
fA3o0Ha HeT B 3asie. BMecTo gpyra oHa 3aMmeTtuna OpaHcuca...

BcrioMHUB 0 UCIIBITAaHHOM B TY MUHYTY ykace, MapuaHHa coOBceM 3a0kblla CBOe HelaBHEE
Bo3MyIIeHue. ITocse Bcero aTo ObII0 CKOpee TPoraTeIbHO: 3aT0BOP ABYX MYKYKH, 3a60TIMBOCTh
f130Ha, BepHOCTH ['pakxa ero TOBapHINy 10 HOYHOM cxBaTkKe... M 3aTeM, 3T0 OBIII0 HAUIYYIINM
Ipea3HaMeHOBaHUEM TOTO, UTO OHA XK7ajla OT aMepUKaHIa.

— Hrak, — cKa3aya OHa C IaCKOBOH yNBIOKOU, — K TeOe NPUXOAUIIU IUCbMa OT Hero. [ie e Th
noNy4an ux?

— ¥V moeit 6a0y1Iky, — co3Hancs I'pakx, KpacHes elile 0osbille, — IIpadyky Ha fopore Boccranus.
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— Ho Torma, ecnu TH 3HaJ, YTO OH [OJIXKEH NMPUOLITL B balloHHY, TOYEMY Thl HE OTIIPABUJICS IIPSIMO
Tyna? Heyxenu TH He [oTafascs, 4ToO [ejio UEeT 0 HEM, KOTfia s mocjasna Tebs K TOCIIOfuHY
[TaTTepcony?

— Mapgemya3sens MapuaHHa, — C BaXKHBEIM BHIOM OTBETHII I0HOIIIA, — KOTHa Bl OTAeTe MHE IIPHKas3,
s He 06Cyxkpaalo ero. Takoe y MeHs IpaBuiio. 4-To mogyMan 06 3TOM, HO pa3 Bbl MHE Cpa3y He
CKa3aJld, 3HAUMT, Y BaC ObIIU IIPUYUHEL.

HpOTI/IB 9TOr0 JOKa3aTeJIbCTBAa CKPOMHOCTH U IOCHIYIIaHNUA HEYEro OBITO BO3PA3UTE. MapHaHHa
CJIerKa IIOKJIOHHIIACh.

— IIpoury y Te6st u3BuHeHus, ['pakx, s cuenaja rIymnocThb, ¥ T TpaB. Tl BepHHIN ApyT. Tenepb
CKaxXu IOCKOPEe, 4YTO OTBETHUII rocrioauH bodop, Korma Th BPy4WI eMy MOe MUCEMO?

C HeTepIeIUBOM PafoCThio pebeHKa OHa 6e3 IIepeMOHHUM ceja MPsIMO Ha KpoBaTh. Ho I'pakx mokaydai
TOJIOBOM.

— 4 He BCTpeTHUI ero, MajeMya3eilb MapuanHa. «Bosme6Huiia Mopsi» 3a ABEHAAIATh YacoB [0
MOEro IIpue3fa OTIpaBUjach HEM3BECTHO Kyza... Bce, 4To MHe MOTJIM CKa3aTh, 3TO YTO OHA B3sdJIa
KypC Ha CeBep.

Best TonbKO 9TO OXBaTHUBINAsS MapHaHHy pPagoCTh HCYe37Ia, YCTYIIUB MECTO NMPEXKHEN TPEBOTe.
— YTO THI TOTHA CHENan? — CIPOCKIIA OHAa C BHE3AIMHO IEPECOXIIUM TOPJIOM.

— A 410 g Mor pmenath? BepHyncs ramonom B HaHT, gymarn, MoxeT, Mcke bodop Tam mpucraHeT.
Otpan nuceMo Mcee IlaTTepcoHry u cTan XKpgaTh. Ho Hu4Yero He moxpaics.

MapwuaHHa OINyCTHUJIA TOJIOBY, OXBaYeHHAas TOPHKUM pa30vyapoBaHUEM, CKPHITh KOTOPOe y Hee He ObII0
CHIL.

— Hrak, — IIpOIIEeIITalla OHa, — BCE€ KOHYEHO. On He TIIOJTY4YUT MO€ ITNCHMO.

— A mouemy HeT? — 3anpoTecToBa ['pakx, NIpUas B OTYASHUE IIPY BUMIE CKATUBLIENCS II0 IIeKe
MapuaHHH C/Ie3Hl ¥ efiBa He YPOHUB CBoe ofiesinio. — OH IOJTy4YUT ero CKOpey, yeM ecyu Obl OH KWJT B
Amepuke. Mcobe [TaTTEPCOH CKa3asl, YTO TAKOTO He OBIBaeT, YTOORI OH IpoIrnesr MuMo HaHTta 0e3
ocTaHOBKM. OH CKasal, u4To y «Bosme6HuIIs Mopsi», JOIXKHO OBITh, CPOYHOE [IeJIo, HO OHA
o0s3aTenbHO 3aiiaeT B HaHT. { Mor Ol elle I0ogoXkKAaTh, HO yKe CTajl 00IThCS, YTO BH BOJIHyeTeCh. 1
1 OBLJI ITPaB, — PaCCYAUTEIbHO 106aBUII OH, — pa3 Bbl CYUTANIA MEHS MEPTBHIM... B moboM crnydae, —
IIPOMOIKAJl OH C CUJION, CTapasiCh BepHYTh MapuaHHe YBepeHHOCTb, — KOHCYJ 06ellas CKa3aTb BCEM
KalliTaHaM IIPOXOASIINX Kopabiel, 4ToOk pu BcTpede ¢ «BommebHue» nepeganu, 4to B Hante
ee XKpaeT cpoyHoe [TuceMo. Tak 4TO He OropyauTeCh!

— ThI c;1aBHBEIN ManbyuK, ['pakx, — B3[OXHYJIa, BCTaBas, HEMHOTO YCIIOKOeHHass MapuaHHa, — U 9
BO3HArpaxy Te0s II0 3acCiIyraM.

— Ila gero Tam! Bel mOBONBHEI? JTO IIpaBOa?

— IIpaBpga, mpaBma. Twl cuenan Bce, 4TO OBITIO BO3MOXKHO caesnaTh. OCcTalbHOE He B HAIIMX CHJIaX.
Temnepsb oTHOBIXaMH...

CerogHs B€4YEepPOM Thl MHE HE HYXKEH.
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— B camom pmene, — ¢ 06umoM BOCKIUKHYI ['pakx, — Kak 3Ke Bl 00XOOUIUCH 9TH OHU 0e3 MeHs? Br
HAIIJI MHE 3aMeCTUTessd?!

MapuaHHa IoXKasa mjaedaMu ¥ yIbIOHYIach.

— OueHb IPOCTO, MOU MaJlbUMK. f HUKyAA HEe BEIXOAUIIA, BOT U BCe. Thl IPEKPACHO 3HAEIIb, YTO TH
He3aMeHUM...

Y, ocTaBUB IIPOCUSABIIETO IIPU 3TUX CJIoBax ['pakxa, MapuaHHa HamnpaBuiach K cebe. Ho TyT xe
BCcTpeTuia 2Kepoma, 6oyiee MpadyHoro, 4eM 0ObIYHO. C BRITSIHYTBHIM JIMIIOM OH OXKHUAAJ Y TOTHOXKUS
JIECTHHIIB B TAKOM YrHETEHHOU 1103€e, CJIOBHO IIPOM30IIIIO KaKoe-TO CTUXuitHoe OecTBre. MapuaHHa
IIpeKpacHo 3Hajla, YTO HUYEro He CIIy4YUJIOCh, U 00BIYHO ee 3ab6aBiisiia CTpaHHas CKJIOHHOCTh
MaxkopaoMa C CaMbIM 3JIOBEIIMM BUIOM H3BelllaTh 00 OOBIIEHHbIX BEIaX: BU3UTE KOTO-HUOYOb U3
Ipy3ey Wiy MpUTrOTOBJIEHHOW Tparese, HO cefidac HepBHl Y Hee OBIIM HaNpSKeHH 40 Npefea, 1
¢urypa 2Kepoma BhIBeJia ee U3 cebs.

— Hy, 4To0 eme? — BOCK/IMKHYJa OHa. — JIomaas moTepsisia IOAKOBY UM Ke BUKTOPHA UCIIeKIa K
yKUHY SI0JI0YHBIN TUPOT?

[TogaBIEHHOCTh MaxkKOpPAOMa BAPYT CMEHUIACh OCKOPOIIEHHEIM U3YMIIEHUEM.

TopKeCTBEHHBIM IIarOM OH HaIlPaBUJICS K CTOIMKY, B35JI C HET0 CepeOpsIHbIM IOTHOC C TUCEMOM |
II0JAJl ero CBOeH X03sIHKe.

— Ecnu 6b1 MafieMya3esib Tak He TOPOIUIach, — B3OXHYJ OH, — 51 ©UMeJl Obl BO3MOXKHOCTDb BPYUUTh
MageMya3esb 9TO CPOYHOEe MUChMO, KOTOPOEe OTHal MHE MOKPHITHIM MBIIBI0 TOHEIl He3a[0JIro 40
BO3BpAIIEHHUs HALIEro Kydyepa.

— ITucemo?

9T0 OBIN Y3KUM IaKeT, 3alledaTaHHEIM KPaCHHIM BOCKOM, OUYEeBHIHO, TIPOJie/IaBIINi falbHIOO TOPOTY,
100 ero muoTHas OyMara Oblsla ©3MsITa U 3arpsisHeHa. KOCHYBIIUCH ero, Mmajbilbl MapuaHHEI
3agpoxanu. Ha meyatu oTyeTnnBO OB BUAEH TOMBKO KPECT, HO OHA Cpa3y y3Hasa Io4YepkK
KPECTHOT0. ITO MUCHMO OBITIO ee IPUTOBOPOM, GoJiee yKACHBIM, MOXKET OBITh, YeM CMEPTHHIH
IIPUTOBOP.

He BckprIBas muchbMa, MapuaHHa 0YeHb MeIJIEHHO IOMHSIACh 1Mo jecTHure. OHa Bcerga 3Hasla, YTo
HACTYIIUT OeHb, KOTHA OHO MPUMET, 9TO ITOCIaHKe, HO TaK HaflesyiaCh, YTO V HEe K 9TOMY BPeMEeHHU
OymeT rotoB oTBeT! M Temeph OHa 110 BO3MOXKHOCTH CTapaiach OTTSHYTh MOMEHT, KOT[la OHO OyZ#eT
BCKPHITO, MOMEHT, KOT'/Ia ee I'Ta3aM OTKPOIOTCS CTPOKH, TasIIue ee Cyas0y.

Boiins B cBOIO KOMHATY, OHA Hallllla TaM TOPHUYHYIO AraTy, CKJIagbIBaBIIyio Oellbe B KOMOJ, ¥ X0Tella
OTOCTIATh €ee.

— Mapemya3senb Tak OnenHa! — cka3alla fieBylIKa, OpOCUB BCTPEeBOXKEHHBIM B3I Ha
00€CKPOBJIEHHOE JIUI0 X03SHKKM. — BymeT nydiie, eciid OHa MO3BOJIUT MHE Pa3feTh ee U CHSITh

Tynu.

OHa mouyBCTBYeT cebs ayuie. A 3aTeM s Haugy s Hee YTO-HUOYOb IOTeIIeH.
MapwuaHHa 3akojie6anach, 3aTeM CO B3[I0XOM IIOJIOXKHUIA THUChMO Ha CEKpeTep.

— Brl mpaBhl. AraTa. Criacu60. Tak geicTBUTENbHO OyeT nyyiie.
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E1le HECKONTBKO BEIMT'PAHHBIX MUHYT, HO, ITOKa AraTa MeHsi/ia ee BEIXOJHYI0 OfIeKIy Ha MSATKOe
[OMalITHee TJIaThe U3 3eJIEHOM MIEePCTH U TemIble Ty}, ee B3rIsA ObIT IPUKOBAH K MUCHMY.

HakoHell 0OHa CHOBA B3sj1a €T0 U, CTHIISICh CBOEH HeTCKOM 00SI3HY, PACIIOIOKUIIACh Y KAMUHA B CBOEM
mob6uMoM Kpeciie. B To BpeMs kKak AraTta 6eCUIyMHO BhIla, MapraHHa PeITUTETbHLIM JIBUXKEHUEM
Cl0MaJa KpacHYIO IIevaTh ¥ pa3BepHysa nuchMo. ComepxkaHue ero OblJI0 OYeHb TaKOHUYHBIM. B
HECKOJIbKUX CJIOBaX KapAWHas YBeIOMJISI CBOI0 KPECTHHUIY, UYTO OHA HOJIKHa 15 — ro yucmua
clenymoiero Mecsia npuowTh B TockaHy B ropof JIVKKY ¥ OCTaHOBUTLCS B TOCTUHHUIIE «[leb
nyoMo». OH moGaBsi:

«[Tonuiusa He OygeT YUHUTDH TeOe HUKAKWX [IPENITCTBUYN IPH NOIyYeHUHU [TaclopTa, eCIu Th
3asBHUIIb O XXKeJIaHUY II0IIPaBUTh 3N0POBbe Ha Boaax B JIykke. C Tex nop Kak Haroneo# cpenan cBOO
cecTpy Onu3y BeJMKOM repuoruHed TOCKaHCKOM, OH cTan 61aroxenaTeabHO OTHOCUTHCS K [T0e30KaM
B JIyKKy.

[TocTapaiicsi He OTO3TaTh».
W Huuero Gomnbie! MapraHHa HEIOBEPUUBO OCMOTpeIIa MUCHEMO C 06eHUX CTOPOH.
— Kak, 3T0 Bce? — ¢ u3yMJIeHHeM IIPOIIenTana MoIofas XKeHIruHa.

Hu ogHoro 3agyuieBHoro cioBa! Huuero, kpome MecTta BCTpeuH, 6€3 KakKux-Tu0o 00bsICHEHNH,
HUKAKKUX YKa3aHUHN, KDOME COBeTa IOJYyYUTh HacrnopT. Hu cloBa 0 caMoM rjiaBHOM: O YEJIOBEKE,
KOTOPOMY OHa ITpefHa3Ha4yeHa!

OueBUOHO, TaKasd KaTErOPUYHOCTh 0OBSICHSIACH TEM, YTO V KapAKuHasa Obljia TBepHas mo4yBa Iof
HOTaMH. JTa BCTpeda 03Haydana, 4To 6pak ¢ ®paHcrcom KpaHMEpOM PaCcTOPTHYT U IIe-TO MOf
COJIHLIEM CYILIECTBYET HEU3BECTHBINM, TOTOBBIM XKEHUTHCSA Ha Heu. [loueMy KapAuHasl He X04eT IOHATH,
YTO 9TOT HEM3BECTHHIN IyraeT MapuanHy? Heyxkenu Tak TpyaHO OBLIO HamMcaTh XOTS OBl HECKOJIBKO
c1oB 0 HeM... KTo oH?

CKOIBKO eMy JIET, KaKOT0 OH POCTa, KaKO! Y HEro XxapakTep?

CrnoBHo I'oTwe pe [lla3eii moaBesn 3a PyKy CBOIO KPECTHHUITY K BXOAY B IIOJTHBIM MpaKa TyHHEIb...
Be3ycnoBHO, OH 100U e, KOHEYHO, OH XKeJlal ef TONbKO CYacCThs, HO BHE3AITHO ¥ MapuaHHb
IIOSIBUJIOCH OILyIleHKe, YTO OHa BCEro JIWIIb MelIKa B MapTUM ONBITHOTO IIaXMaTHCTa, IPOCcTas
UTPYIIKa B CUIBHBEIX PyKaX, KOTOPHIE PAcIopsKaioTcs eio BO uMs GpaMunbHOM dectu. 1 MapuanHe
CTaso sICHO, 4TO Ooph0a, KOTOPYIO OHa BeJla 3a CBOIO UJIMI030PHYI0 cBoGony, Orinia Gecronesnoi. OHa
CHOBA OKa3aJlach [0YEPbI0 3HATHOTO I0Ma, 0€3BOIPHO 0XKHUOA0IIEed OPaKOCOYeTaHUsI, YCTPOEHHOT0
OpyruMu aiist Hee. Beka 6e3:Kal0CTHRIX TPAOUIIUN COMKHYJIUCH Hajl Hel, CJIOBHO KaMHU T'POOHUIIHL.

MapuaHHa ¢ oTBpalieHreM Opocuia TUCTOK B KAMUH, IPOCTIeNuIa, KakK OH CheXKHUJICS B OTHE, 3aTeM
B3sJla IPUHECEHHYIO ATaToU YallKy C MOJIOKOM U CXKaja B 3aCTHIBIINX ITaibllaX TEMIbH Gapdop.
Pa6riast! Beero nuinb pabnias! K yenyram ®@yine, TanelipaHa, K yeinyram HanorneoHna, ®paHcuca
Kpanmepa, kapaunana Cas-JlopenrIfo... camoi xu3nu!.. Kakasg Hacmemka!

Ee oxBaTuio Bo3myirenue. K 4epTy 3Ty I'/Iymyio CEKPeTHOCTh, IOTPeOOBABINYIOCS, YTOOH TydIIe ee
omyTaTth! OHa HyXK[anach, OTHASTHHO HYXKJajlach B COBeTe moOporo mpyra. U ceffyac oHa CHenaer To,
YTO y2Ke laBHO X0Tesa caenaTh! OHa 3afbIxanach OT THEBA, OTOPYEHUs, pa3odyapoBanusi. Micmosenb
o6neruur ee... [IpuHSB pellleHye, OHA MOMOIIIA K COHETKE U IBa pa3a NOTsSHYyJa ee. Ha 30B
npubexana Arara.

— T'ocnoguH 2KonuBarb ellje He BEPHYJICA?

MapuanHa ¥ HeM3BeCTHBIN U3 TocKaHbI 155 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

— Vxe, MafieMya3esb, OH TOJIBKO YTO IIPHIIE]T.
— Torpma mompocuTe ero ciofa. 1 X049y ¢ HUM II0TOBOPHUTb.

— 4 3Ham, 4TO YTO-TO HelagHO, — TOJIBKO ¥ 3aMETHJI CIIOKOMHO ApKaguycC B OTBET Ha paccka3
MapuaHHE 0 CO3[IaBIIeMCSs TIOJI0KEeHUU. — ¢ 3HaJI TaKXkKe, YTO Ballle MOJTYaHMe BHI3BAHO
Heo0XOIUMOCTHIO.

— W 910 Bac He 3afemo? Brl He cepauTecs?..

Apkanuyc paccMmesisics, HO CMeX ero OblJI XOTsS ¥ MCKPEHHHW, HO HEBECETIbl, a I/la3a 0CTaBajuCh
CEepPbEe3HBIMU,

— 4 xopotiro 3Hato Bac, MapraHHa. Korfia BE BRIHYK[E€HBl CKPHIBATh YTO-HUOYOL OT BEPHOTO [IPYTa,
BBI IIPX 9TOM TakK MydaeTech, YTO CEPAUTHLCSA Ha Bac ObLIO OHI TTIyTIO, fakke KeCcToKo. M B 3TOM criydae
BBl He MOTJIY MMOCTYIUTh Ha4de. [IpeqoCTOPOXKHOCTH Balllero KPeCTHOTO 3aKOHHHBI U TOBOPST O €r0
MyZapocTu. UYTo B coOOMpaeTech OeaTh Temephb?

— 41 e BaM cKa3asa: XKOaTh 0 IIOCTENHEN MUHYTH Ipue3fa A30Ha... B mpoTuBHOM ciiydae
OTIIPABUTHCS HAa Ha3HAYEHHYIO BCTPeUy. Bh MoXKeTe MpeniokuTh YTo-HuOyOs apyroe?

K BEJIMKOMY YOUBIJIEHUIO MapI/IaHHbI, ApKaI[I/IYC IIOKPaCHEJ, BCTAJI, CBEPHYB KYKHUIII 3d CIIMHOH,
IIpomiesyicd 1m0 KOMHaTe, 3aTeéM CO CMYIIEHHBEIM BUOOM BEPHYIICA Ha CBO€ MECTO.

— JIpyro# BLIXOJ, CaMblil IIPOCTOM, KCTATH, MOXKHO ObI7I0 ObI HaliT. HecMOTpst Ha pa3HUL B
BO3pacTe, 51 HOOPBIY OBOPSHUH, U Bbl He MOTJIA Obl CUMTAThL Ce0s1 YHUKEHHOMU, CTaB rOCIIOXKOM Je
2Konusasnb, TeM 6oyiee 4TO pa3Hulla B BO3pacTe 3alllUTHIIa ObI BaC OT BCAKUX... IPUTSI3aHUM C MOeH
CcTOpOHHL. U g 65111 OBl 151 BaCc GUKTUBHBEIM MY2KeM, CKopee 0TIoM. K coxkasieHuio, 3T0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

— [MTouemy xKe? — MATKO cIipocuia MapuaHHa, B KaKOW-TO Mepe OXKH/aBIas Iogo0H0e
IIpeqJioKeHue, BIIOJIHE COOTBETCTBOBABILIEE XapaKTepy ApKaguyca.

JIn1o BUKOHTA CTaJI0 ITyHIIOBHIM, ¥ OH, P€3KO OTBEPHYBIIHUCE, IIPOLIENTaN:

— 4 yxe xeHat. O! 3T0 cTapas uctopus, — 106aBUI OH CKOPOI'OBOPKOM, CHOBa 060paynBasiCh K
Hell, — U 5 BCerfia Jiejial BCe BO3MOXKHOeE, YTOOH 3a0bITh O HEl, HO Iie-TO B MUPE CYIIeCTBYeT MagaM
ne 2KonmvBasb, KOTOpas, eCIIK ¥ He UMEeT Ha MeHsI 0COOBIX ITPaB, SIBMISIETCS ITOMEXO0M K 3aKITI0OUEHUI0
HOBOTO Opaka.

— Ho no3BonbTe, ApKapuyc, moueMy Xke Bbl paHbIlle 00 3TOM He roBopunu? Korga g 1o3HaKOMUIIach
¢ BamMM B KaMeHOJIoMHS$x [l1aiio, BEI gaxe OvlnM Ha HOXKax ¢ ®aHmIoH [[e30pMo, IOTOMY UTO, €CIIH
naMsTh MHE He U3MEHSET, 3Ta 0coba X0TeJla CUJION XKEHUTh Bac Ha CBoel mueMsHHule OumoMene u
13-3a 9TOro [epzxkKaja Bac B 3aKJI0ueHnu. [loueMy BEI He CKa3asu ey IpaBay?

— OHa He TIOBepHJIa MHEe, — XaJT06HO ITPOroBopuil Apkaauyc. — K ToMy ke OHa cKa3asa, 4To Jaxe
€CJIA 9TO U TaK, TO 3TO He IIPefCTaBIsieT co00M MpensaTCTBUS. [JoCTaTOYHO OyaeT MPUKOHYUTL MO0
xkeHy. KoHeuHo, s nuTaw oTBpaleHne K Mapuu-CUMIIIMINY, HO BCE-TaKu He 10 TakKou cTeneHu! Yto
KacaeTcs Bac, TO 1 He OTKPHII BaM UCTUHY IIpeXe BCero noToMy, YTO ellle He 3HaJl BaC XOPOIIo 1
6osincsi, Kak Okl MOpaibHBEIE YCTOU HE BOCIIPEISITCTBOBAJIM BaM OCTaBUThL MeHs IIpu cebe... a g Bcerma
MeuTaJll 0 TaKO! JOYepH.

PacTporanHass MapuaHHa BCTasla ¥, IIOOOU/S K CBOeMY BePHOMY [IPYTY, B3si/ia €ro mof PyKy.
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— Mgl 0Ka3aIuch B paBHOM CTENIEHU CKPHITHRIMU, OpyT Moi! Ho BaM Hedero Ov10 60sAThCS. I ToXKe
X04y, 4TOOHI BBl BCeraa OBITM PSIIOM CO MHOM, 0O ITOCIe CMePTH MOel TeTH HUKTO He 3a60Tumncs 060
MHe, KaK 9TO felanu Bel. [103BONIbTE 3agaTh TOIBKO OOWH BOMPOC. I'me Balma xkeHa?

— B Aurnuu, — nposopuan 2XKonusainb. — [Ipexne oHa xuja B MuTtasBe, a ellje paHsblie B Bene. OHa
SMUTPHUPOBAa, eiBa Pa3fajcs IepBhii BEICTpeln y bactunuu. OHa Oblla B HAMIYYIIUX OTHOIIEHUSX C
rocmoxou fe ITomuHbBSK, Toraa Kak s... CII0BOM, HAIK IMOJIUTHYECKHe B3TJISIABl OB quaMeTPaibHO
IIPOTHUBOIIOJIOXKHHI.

— A... metu? — coBceM poOKoO crrpocuia MapraHHa.
Bompekn ee oxupanuio 2KoarBanab pa3pas3uiicsa CMeXoM.

— Cpa3sy BUAHO, YTO BBl He 3HaeTe Mapuio-CUMIINLKIO, TaK HEeyJayHO Ha3BaHHYIO. { JKEeHUJICS Ha
Hel, 4TOOH IOCTABUTh YOOBOJILCTBUE Moel GelHOM MaTepH U yIIafuTh 0ECKOHEYHO TSHYBUIYIOCS
CeMeNHYI0 UCTOPHIO, HO 5 U MajblleM He KOCHYJICS ee! BripoueM, ee HaO0XKHOCTh ¥ BEICOKOMEDPUE,
0e3 COMHeHU S, TPEICTaBIANY I Hee, HeBEIHOCUMOM, Ty IpyOyio 4eI0BEYECKYI0 CBSI3b, KOTOPas
Ha3kIBaeTCs M1000BbI0. B HacTosIee BpeMst OHa (pelinuHa repluoruiu AHTYIeMCKOM 1, 6e3yCI0BHO,
BITOJTHE CYACT/IMBA, €CJTK BEPUTh TOMY, YTO OOJITAIOT O XapaKTepe 3To mpuHIecchl. OHU BMeCTe
MOJIXKHBI KCCTYIIJIEHHO MOJIUTL O0ra rHeBa ¥ MeCTH IIOKapaTh y3ypraTopa U BepHyTh ®paHIuio K
pagocTsaM aGCOIOTHOM MOHAPXUH, YTO IIO3BOJIUT UM BhexaTh B [IapuxK IO 'POXOT BEICTPEJIOB
9K3€KyTOPOB M PAaJOCTHHIN 3BOH lleTlel, COMPOBOXKAAIOIINY UAYIINX Ha Tajlephl CAHOBHUKOB UMIIEPUU
BIIePEMEXKKY C OBIBIIMMU peBomonroHepamu. O, 9Ta XKeHIIKHa caMma fo0poTa, aTa Mapus —
Cumniunus!..

— — Bepnuiii Apkagunyc, — cKa3ajla MapuaHHa, HarpaXzaas CBOEro gpyra JeTKUM IO0LeyeM B
meKy. — Bl mocToiHe 6obuiero! OTHBIHE HU CJTOBa 00 9TOM. ] B 0TYasiHUMU, YTO IpoOyAusia B Bac
TATOCTHBIE BOCIIOMUHAaHUSA. Ho 9TO pouger.

CkaxuTe MHe TOJIbKO, KaKoe BpeMs moTpebyeTcsi, YToOw foOpaThCs A0 JIyKKu?

— OHa HaxOgUTCSl IPUMEPHO B TPEXCTaxX Jibe O0TCI0a, — OTBETUJI APKaAUyC C MOCIELUIHOCTHI0, IBHO
[OKa3blBaBlIIel, HACKOJIbKO OH pafi IepeMeHuUTh TEMY pasrosopa, — 1o gopore depe3s JIuox u Typus.
CnaBa Bory, 310 BpeMs rofa mo3BonuT 6eCripensiTCTBEHHO NIPEOOoJIeTh TlepeBall, ¥ Ha XOpoIei
IIOYTOBOM KapeTe MOXKHO JIETKO [eNaTh OT OBaflaTy IATH OO TPUALATHU JIbe B OEHb.

— Ilpu ycrmoBuM OCTaHOBOK Ha HOUJIer? — mpepBaja ero MapuanHa. — A eC/u criaTh B KapeTe U
eXaTh HEeIIPEPBIBHO?

— 9TO0 MHEe KaXeTCs TPYIHBIM, 0COOEHHO IJIs XKEeHITUHEL. Y Halo ©MeTh 110 MEHbIIeH Mepe OBYX
Ky4epoB. ['pakx He BBHIIEPKUT TaK H0nro. GoperTopsl — [Ipyroe geno, OHW MEHSIOTCS Ha MTOYTOBBIX
CTaHIMSAX. Bam ny4iile pacCUUTHBATh Ha MATHAALATH JHEH, IIOTOMY YTO, KpOMe T'0p, 3HaYUTEJIbHO
CHUZKAIOIINX CKOPOCTh, BO3MOKHEI JTFOOBIE IOPOKHBIE TIPOUCIIIECTBUS. ..

— IlatHaguaTe gHel! CrnemoBaTenbHO, Hafo BeiexaTh 1 Mas! CIUIIKOM Malio BDEMEHH OCTaeTCs,
yTOOBI f130H ycmes mpuexaTh. A... BEpXOM MOXKHO 100paThCs ObICTPei?

Ha atot pa3 XKonusasnb paccMesncs.

— BesycnosHo, HeT. [Ipu m060oM asmiope Bh He BeIgepKUTE 00JIbIIe ABEHAALATH JIbe B feHb. Hamo
uMeTh Oy0JIeHyI0 IKYpy KOHHOTO TpeHafepa, YToOk TpeofoseBaTh O0IbIilIre PaCCTOSHUSA. Bhl
3HAKOMHI C UCTOpPHEN Kypbepa u3 ®puananmga?
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MapuraHHa cfielajia OTPUIATENbHEH 3HaK. OHA 0002Kaja HCTOPHUK ApKafnyca, KOTOPEIX Y HETO
Bcerma ObLI O0JIBIION 3ariac.

— Cpenu KypbepoB HamosneoHna, — Havyan 2KonuBanib, — €CTh OIUH 0COOEHHO CTPEMUTENIbHBIN, HEKUU
kaBasepuct Jdcnpu Illazans, mo mpo3suity Mycram. Ha gpyroit geHs mocne 6uTBe y ®punnanna
Hamoneon 3axoTen, 4ToOb u3BeCcTHe 0 mobeme moCTUrIo ITapukKa 110 BO3MOXKHOCTH OhICTpee. ITO
IIOpPy4YeHKe OH CHayvalla JOBEPHUJI CBOeMY 35TI0, KHS310 boprese, 0MHOMY K3 JIy4IINX KaBaJlePUCTOB
nMmnepuu. Ho yepes gBaAaTh 4eThHpe Yaca OH OTIIPABUII C TAKUM Ke JOHECEeHHEeM 3HaMEeHUTOI 0
Mycrama. [IpoexaB 0KOJIO NATUAECATH Jibe, bopre3e CMeHUI KOHS Ha COOCTBEHHYIO KapeTy U KaTUl
B Hell [THeM ¥ HOuYbl0. MyCTall e yOOBOJIbCTBOBAJICS T€M, UTO UMeJl CMEHHBIX JIOMIafiel Ha CTAHLIUIX
1 cOOCTBEHHYI0 BEIHOCIUBOCTL. OH CKaKasl 0€3 OTObIXa U 3@ OEBSThH CYTOK, BHI CIIBIIIUTE, TOKPHIT
YeThIPecTa MATHAECT Jibe, OTHessiomux Opumtang ot [Tapuxa... u mpubkl panbile boprese.
HeoOrIKHOBEHHEIHN TOABUT!

Ho on nocne sToro ensa He ymep, a MycTaii — 9T0 TUraHT, BEICEYEHHBIM U3 CaMOr0 TBEPHIOIO
rpaHuTa. Brl &Ke, moporas MapuaHHa, COBCeM He MycrTalll, faxe ecjii y Bac 00Jiblile My>KeCcTBa U
BBIHOCJIUBOCTH, YeM y OONIBIIMHCTBA KEeHIIUH. f pa3go0yny camyio MpOoYHYyo OEpIuHY, X MbI
OTIIPABUMCS B IIyTh...

— Her, — npepBana ero MapuaHHa, — S IPEeANIOYNTAI0, YTOOHI BBl OCTAIUChH 3[IECE.
— 3pecw? [Touemy? M3-3a maHHOTO BallleMy KpecTHOMY ofelaHus? Brl 60uTeCh...

— Huckonbko. Ho s xo4y, 4TOOBI BBl OCTANIMCh 0KUAATh A30Ha. BOpyr oH npueneT mocjae MOero
0The3[a, HO, He 3Has, 4ero S X[y OT Hero, ¥ He BCTPETUB HUKOTO, KTO BBeJI OBl €r0 B 00CTOSITEIhCTBA
3TOrO feJia, OH He CMOXKET IIONBITAaThCS JOrHaTh MeHsA. OH CUIBHBIM MyK4YKWHA, MOPSK ¥, MOT'Y
TIOKJISICTBCSI, ITPEBOCXOMIHEIN KaBasiepucT. MoxeT ObITh, — mo0aBuIa OHA, B CBOIO OYepenb
TIOKPACHEB, — OH IIOTKITAETCS PAf¥M MEHS ITOBTOPUTH MOABUT MycCTallla... U MPUONIU3UTHCS K
HEMY...

— .1 cBsg3aTh [Tapuxk c JIYKKO¥M 3a ogHY Hefem0? 1 Bepio, YTO pafu BaC OH [EeHCTBUTEIHHO CIIOCOOEH
9TO CHEJaTh.

HTak, g1 ocTamch, OOHAKO BBl HE MOXKETe exaTh OfHa. Jlopora CJIMIIKOM noJirad...

— MHe yxKe IpuUXOAUIIOCH OBITH OOHOM B JaibHel nopore, Apkaguyc! f Bo3pMy ¢ co6oit AraTy, u C
I'pakxom-I'aHHMOaNIOM Ha K03/1aX MHe Heuero OymeT 0co0eHHO 60SThCS.

— MoxeT ObITh, BBl XOTHTE, YTOOHRI S IOINEN 3a AfeIanmon?
MapwuaHHa 3akoiebanacs.

— OT Hee HeT HUKAKUX HOBOCTeH!.. — Hayaya oHa.

— 3aT0 y MeHs eCTb. f HEeCKOJIbKO pa3 XO[HUJI K Hell.

O(tm) He IpOABIgET HU MaJeUIlero XejlaHUus BEPHYThCS.

He xoueTcst Bac orop4aTh, HO, I0-MOEMY, OHa JIMIIKJIACh PACCyKa.
YecTHOE C10BO, OHa BiIio6IeHa B 3TOro boberrma!

ApKaJII/IYC IMOOOIIEeNI K OKHY, ITIOOHSII 3aHaBeC U BBITJIAHYII HAPYXKY. Houb THx0 OKyTalla HeOO0IBINOoMH
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capn. YineiOka AMypa B KaMeHHOM OacceliHe HEMHOTO CTEp/ach M CTajla 3arajjoyHoMu.
ZKonuBaib B3[OXHYIIL.

— Ecnu Obl BaIll KPECTHHIN He XKIaj B KOHIIE IYTH, 1 He OTIYCTUI Ol Bac, MapruaHHa. Bel mopgymanu
0 TOM, YTO CKaxeT uMmmneparop? He mydire nu nmpexye OTIPAaBUTLCS K HEMY, TOCKOIBKY OH B IIEPBYIO
ouepensb SIBISIETCS 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIM JTUIIOM?

— A 4TO OH CMOXKET cenaTh? — JOBOJIbHO Heno0e3Ho cKa3asia MapuaHHa. — BreibepeT cynpyra 1o
CBOEMY BKYCY U IPUYMHUT 3TUM HEBHIHOCUMEIE CTPaflaHus. {1 He X04y, YTOOH OH OTHAJ MEHS
npyromy. JIyudiie yx BeIHECTH ero rHeB. OT Hero MHe OyJeT MeHbIIIe TOPSs.

Apkannyc He HacTtauBai. OH OIyCTUJI 3aHaBeC U BepHYJICSI K MapuaHHe... Kakoe-To BpeMs OHU
OCTaBaJIMCh IUIIOM K JIUITY, MOT4a TNISO8 APYT Ha Apyra, HO B UX I'Ia3aX 0TpaXKaliCs LeJIblii MUp
IIPUBSI3aHHOCTH U B3aUMOIIOHUMaHUs. MapuaHHa IOHSJA, YTO MPoOyaUBIIEecs B HEN OaceHue
mepen OTKPHITOM KapauHAIOM HeoObYaHOM MEePCIeKTUBOM ceyac HaXOOUT OTK/IMK B CO3HAHUU
Apkapguyca ¥ 4TO BpeMs ee OTCYTCTBUS Oy[eT 7 HEero TSAXKeJIbIM UCIEITaHNEM.

BrpouewMm, oH ¥ caM CKa3ajl 06 3TOM IIPUTIYIIEHHBIM T'0JI0COM:

— 4 BceM ceplleM HafeloCh... Ia, I Hafewoch, uTo A30H bodop npubymeT BoBpeMs! Kak TOIBKO OH
TIOSIBUTCSI, OH TYT XK€ yefleT, ¥ Ha 9TOT pa3 s OyAy ero CcompoBOXKAaTh. A B OKUIaHUU 3TOTO 5, XOTS
He 0COOEHHO BepYIOIMNM, OyIy MOTMUTLCS OT BCEH AYIIH, YTOOBI OH IIpHUeXall... YTOOH. ..

HecmnocoGHbI# Gorbllle cepXKuUBaTh CBOU YyBCTBa, ApKaanyc e 2KonuBaab pa3pasuiics peigaHusMu
U BRIOEIKAIL...

BCAITHHUK B MACKE
I'masa I. TPOBHHULIA UJIAPHHU

HempeprIBHO MUBIIHE BCIO HOYb ¥ YaCTh yTPa M0XK/Ib BHE3AITHO IPEKPATHUIICS, KOTla KapeTa
nokupnana Kappapy, roe cMenunu jomnanei. ColHIle IIPOPBao TyYXd U OTOTHANIO UX K TOpaM,
OTKpHIBas a3ypHoe He60. bemoMpaMoOpHEIE BEPIIMHEI, TOBKO YTO €Ille MpayYHbIe, 3aCBEPKaIH
HECTEPIHUMEIM 6JIECKOM, CJIOBHO PacCeYeHHBIE TOIIOPOM BeJIMKaHa JIe[sHbIe TTILIOI, OTPaKaBIIINe
OCJIeIIUTEeIIbHEIE CTPEJIH JIy4e comHIa. Ho 9To He MPUBIEKIO BHUMAHUS U3HEMOTaBIIeH OT
ycTamocT MapuanHubl. B Kappape Bciogy Ov1 MpaMop: B Buzie 6echOPMEHHBIX TJIHI0, BEIpe3aHHBIX
Ky00B, 00TOUEHHEIX CTEJI, HAKOHEII, B BUMe IILUIH, TOKPHIBABIIEH BCE BIJIOTh IO CKATepTeH Ha
TIOCTOSIJTIOM JBOPE, I'Mle OHU HACIeX MePEeKyCUIIH.

— M=I cHab2KaeM Bce IBOPEI EBPOIIH ¥ laXKe APYTUX CTPaH MUpa. Hallla BenMKasi reploTuHs
oTmpaBiseT Bo OpaHIMio TpoMagHOe KOJIMYeCTBO MpaMopa. Bl He HalifieTe HUA OMHOM CTaTyd
umneparopa HamomeoHa, KoTopast He mpoucxonusa 0vl oTCiofma!l — yTBepXKaan X035UH ITOCTOSIIOT0
IBOpa C HAMBHOM IOPHOOCTHIO, BEI3BABIIEH Y MapuaHHHBI TOJIBKO TeHb YIIBIOKH.

Kpome TOro, 4TO €e He BOJIHOBaJa BO3MOXKHOCTD JJIM3k boHAIapT U3BIeKaTh U3 TOHH MpaMopa
6tocThl, 6apenbedrl U CTaTyH YJIEHOB ee OECTIOKOMHOM ceMby, MapuaHHa CEeTOfHS He OIlylana
HUKAKOTO XKeJIaHUs CHyIIaTh Pa3roBophl 0 boHamapTax 1 oco6enHo o Hamoseone!

[ToBciomy Ha MOJITOM IIYTH OHA BCTpedasia IepeBHH, IPa3IHOBABIINEe yKe OOPhIH MecsIl
UMIIEPATOPCKYI0 CBamb0y. ITo ObIyIa HeMpephiBHAsA Yepena 6amoB, KOHIIEPTOB, BCEBO3MOXKHBIX
pa3BIeYEHMH, CO3IaBaBIINX BlIeYaTIeHHE, YTO BePHEIE TIOAIaHHEIE €T0 BeInYeCcTBa UMIIEpaTopa u
KOPOJISt HUKOTTa HEe MEePeCTaHyT IPa3gHOBATh 3aK/II0UEHUE CO03a, KOTOPHIE MapraHHa
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BOCIIpMHKMaAJIa KdK JINYHOE OCKOp6HeHI/Ie. IToutu; BCe BpeMs OHa €Xalla II0 OBOMHOM mrajepe u3
MOOJIEKIINX 3HAM€EH, YBAOINWX BETOB, ITYCTHIX 6YTBIJ'IOK, IIPOTHYBIIHUXCSA TpI/Iy'M(l)aJ'[BHBIX dpoOK,
IIPON3BOOUBIINX Ha HE€ THETYIIIEE BlIeYaT/IeHHE.

OTOT MOTYCKHEBINNH IeKOP KaK Heb3s JIydile IIOOX0OUIT K ee HeOOBIYHOMY My TELIeCTBHIO, B KOHIIE
KOTOPOT'0 ee [aJl HeM3BEeCTHHIM ¥ HUUEero, KpoMe OTBpallleHus, He BhI3hIBAOIINY Opak.

[Toe3nka GbiyTa ykacHOM. Hamesick Ha nmpubriTie f30Ha, MapuaHHa [0 IMOCIeOHEeH BO3MOKHOCTH
OTTATHBaja 0The3[, HECMOTPS Ha IIPefocTepexRkeHuss 06eCIIOKOEHHOTO ApKaguyca.

OHa HMKaK He MOTJIa PELINThCS 0CTaBUTh [lapukK U TOJIHKO Ha paccBeTe 3 Masi COTJIacUiach HaKOHEI]
cecTh B KapeTy. Korga yeTBepKa MOTY4YUX IIOYTOBBIX JIOMIAAEH YBIeKia OepIrHy 10 MOCTOBOM
JIUIBCKOY YIIUIIEL ¥ MCUE3JI0 03a60YEeHHOe JIUI0 MAIIyIero pykoi ApKaauyca, ee 0XBaTHUJIO0
TATOCTHOE OINYIIEHUE, CJIOBHO OHA OCTaBUJIa YacTully cebs moma. OHA UCIIHITHIBaIa Og00HOE,
nokupas CenToH u rpo0HUIYY C mpaxoM Jyirc. CHOBa OHA ITycKaslach B aBAHTIOPY, TAUBIIIYIO
HEBEIOMEIE YI'PO3HL.

YToOk HaBepCTaTh MOTEPSIHHOE BpeMs U He PUCKOBATh OMO3[aTh Ha BCTPedy C Cyab0oii, OHa pelusia
exaTh C MaKCUMaJIbHOU CKOPOCThI0. Tpoe CyTOK, 0o caMoro JIMoHa, OHa M03BOJIsjia OCTaHABIUBATHCS
TOJIBKO OIS CMEHEI JIOIIaZiei ¥ TOPOIIJIMBOM TPare3kl, 3aCTaBlsas (HOPEUTOPOB OBOMHOM U TPOMHOU
TIIJIaTOM BRIUTPHIBATH BpeMsi. HecMOTps Ha IyIoXHe IOPOry, pa30UThEie ¥ Pa3MBITHIE, JIOMIAAU HECIIUCH
rajiorioM, 4To He Melllajio MapuaHHe BpeMs OT BpeMeHH OTJIsigbiBaThCs Ha3and. Ho HU ofuH U3
BCAHUKOB, MHOTIA ITOSBIISBIINXCS Ha TOPU30HTE, HE OBIT TeM, KOT0 OHa XKfaJa.

[Tocne HECKONIBKHX YaCOB OTALIXa B JIMOHE KapeTa HallpaBUIachk B TOpPH, U CKOPOCTh Cpa3y yIaa.
Hogast mopora y MoH-CeHnu, koTopyto Hamoneos mpukasan IOCTPOUTh CEMb JIET Ha3af — ApKaguyc
COBETOBAJI BOCIIOIL30BATLCS €10, — XOTS U OblJIa COBCEM HEJaBHO IIOJTHOCTHIO 3aKOHYEHA U CHJIBHO
COKpalllajia IyTh, OKa3ajiaCb yTOMUTEeNIbHOU a1t MapuaHHEL, AraTel U ['pakxa, BEIHYKIEHHBIX
TIOJIONITY MTH TIEIIKOM, B TO BpeMsl KaK MYJIBI TAl[UIU BBEPX KapeTy. TeM He MeHee, MOXKET OBITE,
6rmaromaps o0oOpsioleMy IpHEMY MOHaX0B B MOHACTHIPe, @ 0CO0eHHO 61aromapsi BEJIUKOJIETINIO
TOPHOTO Tel3axa, YBUIEHHOT0 €10 BIIEPBhLIE B XKU3HM, MapraHHa MOYYBCTBOBajia 00/IerYeHue.
Bo3MoxkHO, ee TIECTaBHIO IbCTUIIO CO3HAHME TOTO, YTO ee KapeTa Obljla OOHOM M3 MEPBHIX, €CIIH He
IIepBOM, HA 9TOM HOPOTe, OHA He OIyIllajia YCTAJIOCTH U, 3a0hIB, YTO BpeMs He XKOEeT, OO0 CUIela
Ha Gepery ronay0oro o3epa y BepUIMHL — CO CTPAHHBIM JKeJlaHMeM OCTaThCS 3MeCh HaBCEeTrOa, OHIIIaTh
KPUCTAJIbHO YUCTHIM BO3AYXOM, CIEOUThL 3a Me[JIEHHO MPOTIRIBAIOIIMMY Ha ()OHE CHEXKHOTO BEJTHYUS
BEPIINH YePHHIMU CUTy9TaMH{ BOPOH. BpeMsi ocTaHOBUJIO CBOM Oer.

3mech erkKo OBLI0 3a0BITh CBET, €TI0 TaWHBIe HHTPUTH, OECIIPUHIIMIIHOCTD, CIJIETHYU, HEUCTOBCTBO, €T0
HEMBICTTUMYIO JII000Bb. 3eCh He OBIJIO HY BHII[BETIIHX (PJIa?KKOB, HI COMHUTEJILHBIX BUPILIEH, HU
PACTONTAHHLIX IIBETOB, a TOJILKO B YIITyOJIeHUHU CKaJIbl CHHE A 3Be3[la TOpevyaBKu cpequ cepedpsHoro
Kpy2KeBa NUIaiHuKa. He ObII0 HUYETo, TOJTBKO IMOYTH BOMHCTBEHHbEIE OUePTAaHUS MOHACTHIPS,
BO3POKIEHHOT'0 TaKXkKe UMIIEPATOPOM.

[Toxoxe, Bce B 3TOM yacTy OpaHLIUU HOCUIIO €T0 TeyaTh, mpruobpeTas HeKoe 61aroposCTBo,
YOUBUTEBHYIO OOYXOTBOPEHHOCTD, U3JTy4Yasi HalOIHABIIee uxX O6raronenue u Munocepaue. bor,
KOTOPOTO BHU3Y KaXKIbIM CTapascs MPUCIOCOOUTH IT0 CBOEMY BKYCY, BHOBb 00peTas 371eCh CBOe
I'PO3HOE Beluuue... Y TONBbKO MOsIBIEHNEe CKPOMHOT'0 MOHAaXa, CJIerka IOXJI0MaBILIETO ee T10 IJIeyy,
HaroMuHan0 MapuaHHe, YTO HEMHOTO BIIEPENY €€ 0XKUIAI0T BHIOMBINASICS U3 CUJI TOPHUYHAS,
TI0JTy3aMeP3IIUi Ky4ep U TOTOBAs K CIIYCKY, YTOOH MPOAO0JKaTh MyTh Ha Ci03, OepnuHa.

W gpsaBONbCKas CKaykKa BO300HOBMJIACK. HpOGX&J’II/I TypI/IH u l"eHon, Oaxe He 10J1:000BABIINCH UX
JOCTOIIPMMEYATEJIbHOCTAMU. Hu SAPKOE COJIHIIE, HU IIBIIITHOE IBETEHNE CAal0B, HU JIa3yPHOE MOPE He
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paccediin MPpa4YHOro HaCTPOEHUA MapI/IaHHBI, B KOTOPOE OHa IIOTrPyZXKaJlaCh C KaXKIbIM 060pOTOM
KOJieC KapETHI.

BbesricxomHOE OTYasgHUE BEIHY2KAJIO €€ €XdaTh GBICTpee, BCe 6I:>ICTpee, BEI3BIBAsI TPEBOTY Y FpaKxa. On
HHUKOI'Ia elfe He BUEII CBOIO XO3HfIKy TaKOu HaHpﬂ}KeHHOﬁ n HeFKOBO36YHHMOﬁ.

BenHbIM MaJlblil He MOT IOTafaThCs, YTO II0 Mepe MPUOIMKEeHNsS K KOHEUHOH IIe/IM pa30YapoBaHue 1
OTBpaleHue K caMol cebe MaJio-IIoMaly IIPOKPaabIBaICh B HAOOJIEBIIYIO AYIIY €ro X03sHKu. [0
TIOCTIeHUX MUHYT, HEB3Upas Ha BETPHl U TYMaHHI, ee He MTOKKUIaja HaJeX/a YBUIeTh
TIObe3KarIero 130Ha, KOTOPOTO OHA y2Ke IMPUBLIKIA CYMTATh CBOMM 00513aTENIbHEIM CITAaCUTEIIEM.
OTHBIHE OHA OO0JbIlle He Hafesinach.

[TocnegHIOI0 HOYb OHM CITa/IM POBHO YETHIPE Yaca B XKaJIKOM Xap4YeBHE, YKPHIBLIENUCS B YILEIbe
ATieHHUH, ¥ IJIs1 MapuaHHBL 9TOT COH OBbLT TOJTBKO CTPEMUTEILHON Yepenoi KOIIMapoB U
JIUXOPAIOYHBIX TPOOYKIEHNWH ¥ TaK YTOMUJII €€, YTO OHA BCTaJla [0 MEPBHIX IIETYXOB ¥ IpHKa3ala
3aKJIagbIBaTh Jommangen. M 3apst 3TOro mHsI, KOTOPHIM JOJKEeH OBl ObITh ITOCTTEIHUM JHEM
IyTeIIeCTBUS, BCTPeTHIa Oep/IrHY U ee IacCaXkMpPOB CITYCKAIOIMMUCS OellleHEIM aJl/TIopoM K MOPIO.
Hactynumo 15 Masi, mocnegHuy neHb, HO JIyKKa Oblsia y2Ke 6JIHU3KO.

— Okono TPHHAALATH JIb€, — CKa3aJl X03s51UH XapP4Y€BHHU.

Teneps KapeTa KaTUiach 1o POBHOMU, UAYyIIeH BOOJIb Gepera Mopsi JOPOTe, HallOMUHABIIEN aJljIelo
napka. ToJIbKO Koe-THe MOIafaluCh OCTATKY IIJTHT, CBUAETEIbCTBOBABIINX, YTO 3TO TOCTPOEHHAS
PUMJITHAMU OPeBHsS gopora ABpenus. MapruaHHa 3aKphlla I'Jla3a ¥ IpUKajack MEKOH K MOAyIIKe.

Boase Hee Arara crnasa, Kak U3HYPEeHHOe XKUBOTHOE, COTHYBIIKCH BABOE, CO CheXaBIIMM Ha HOC
yemunkoM. MapuaHHa 0XOTHO TI0CJiefioBajia Okl ee IpuMepy, HO, HECMOTPS Ha HEBLIHOCHMYIO
yCTaJoCTh, B30yiopazkeHHble HEPBHI HE AaBasld el MOKO0s. XOTs CONHIIE U MOIHSIIOCH,
OTKPHIBABIIHICS MeH3axkK C YePHEBIIUMHU Ha GoHe rony0oro Heba KOPEHACTHIMY ITPUMOPCKUMU
COCHAaMM Cpe[y MOKPHITHIX KAMBIIIIOM HIOH TOJIBKO YCYT'yOJIsi ee mevarb.

He B cumax cupeTh C 3aKPHITHIMY I'JIa3aMU, OHA MalllMHAJIBHO CTajla CIeIUTh 3a Oerylmel 1Mo BojaHaM
TapTaHOM, KOTOpas II0f TPEYTOJbHBEIM IIapyCoOM yXOAuiIa B OTKPEITOE MOpe. CyAeHBIIIKO Ka3aloCh
TAKHUM JIETKUM, TaKUM CHYACTJIUBHIM U CBOOOOHBIM! «BoT OBI yiiTH C HUM, — IIogyMajia MapuaHHa C
MY4YUTEIbHOM 3aBHCThI0, — MUAThLCS 110 BETPY BIiepeq U BIepe[, 3a0biB Bce ocTanbHOe. Kak Obl 3TO
ObL10 yymecHo!..» OHa BHe3aIlHOo OHSsJIa, YTO MIPefiCTaBIsAIo co000l Mope [jid YejloBeKa, o0OHOr0
fA30ony Bodopy, 1 moyeMy OH OCTaBajICd TAKUM CTPACTHBIM ITOKJIOHHUKOM ero. ITo, 6e3 COMHEHU4,
OHO BCTAJI0 MEXKAYy HUMU U IIOMeIajI0 eMy IpuexaTh K MapuaHHe, KOrfla OHa TakK HyXK[AajlaCh B HEM.
6o Teneps oHa OblyTa yBepeHa: f130H He mpueaeT... Bo3M0XKHO, OH HAXOOUTCS Ha APYTOM Kparo
CBeTa, MOXKeT OBITh, OH BEPHYJICS B CBOIO MAJIEKyI0 CTPaHY, HO KaK Obl TO HU OBIIO, IPU3LIB
MapuaHHH 3aTepsijicsd B IPOCTPAHCTBE, ¥ €CJIU [aXKe OH Korfa-HuOynb HaluOoeT CBOEro afpecara,
OymeT m037HO, CIUIIKOM 1Mo3aHO. Korfa oHa mpoysia Ha TpubuTou K cToyi0y nocke, 4To f0 JIyKKU
0CTaJIOCh TOJILKO BOCEMb JIbe, B IIPUINAJKe BHE3AIMTHOW TAaHUKM ¥ Hee poaunachk 6e3ymMHas umies.
[Touemy Ol eit He TMOMBITATHCS YOexKaTh MopeM? [IOJIKHEI Ke HaXOOUThLCS TIe-HuOymb HemoaaneKy
Kopabmu, mopt?.. OHa CMOXKeT yexaTh U 3aHSAThCS TOMCKAMU YejIoBeKa, KOTOPHIM, BO3MOXKHO ITIOTOMY,
YTO OHA He CMOTJIa ero 06pecTH, BAPYT CTajl el YIUBUTEIbHO JOPOTUM, ITPOCTO HEOOXOMUMBIM, HEKUM
CHMBOJIOM ee HaXxofsleics Moy yrpo3oi cBobonbl. TpuKAsl Ipefarai Ol el yexaTh C HUM, U
TPUKIEI OHA OTKa3ajia eMy B OCJIEIJIeHUU HeCOLITOYHOM M00BH... Kak ke riymna oHa Obinal..

N3MeHuBIMIMMCS TOJI0OCOM OHa OKJIMKHYJIa HEYTOMHMOTI' O FpaKxa, KaK HUM B 4eM He ObIBAJIo
HalleBaBIIEr o MOCeaHee TOCTUKEeHNe [1e30XKbe:
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CyacTnuBBIY yTh, MChe [[IOMOIIIE,
o Cen-Maro 6e3 mIpUKITIOYEeHUH... —
0 MeJIOIUM KOTOPOTO OH UMeJNl BeCbMa OTHalleHHOe IIpeCTaBlIeHUE.

— TbI He 3Haelb, €CTh JIM KAaKON-HUOYOb 3HAUUTEIHHEIN ITOPT B 9TOM HAIlpaBJIEeHUU? — CIIPOCHUIa
OHa.

['pakx youBIIeHHO B3TJITHYJ Ha Hee U cfelian 00JbliIue riasa.
— Jla. [Touyb X0357MHA XapUYEeBHH CKa3aja MHEe 00 3TOM.

9t1o JIUBOPHO, HO, CYAs IO ee CI0BaM, celidac Ty[a HeYero coBaThCs. YKe C Mecsll, Kak
TAMOXKEHHUKH IIPUXKaJIU K HOTTIO BCe OTTOMaHCKHEe KOpab/Iu ¥ WX TPY3El, @ TOCKOJIBKY BCSI TOPTOBJIS
3TOTO MOPTA UET C TyPKaMH, BBl MOXKeTe cebe MPeCcTaBuTh, YTO TaM TBOPUTCS. Bce Kopabimu
0OBICKMBAIOT, ¥ [EJI0 TPOCTO IIBax... Ho... pa3se Ml Gomnblie He egeM B JIyKKy?

MapraHHa HU4Yero He oTBeTusa. Ee B3rysm ObI MPUKOBAH K MaJIeHbKOM TapTaHe, JIETSIIEeH 1o
30JI0TOM TOPOXKKE 3aXO[SIIero COIHIIA. ' pakx HaTSHYI TOBOMBSI.

— Topy! Trpy! — 3akpuyas oH, ¥ KapeTa 0OCTaHOBUJIACh.
AraTa OTKphUIa 3acraHHble riia3a, MapuanHa B3IpOTrHYIIa.
— [Touemy TEI OCTAHOBUIICA?

— [Jla Bepe... ecnu MH He efieM B JIYKKY, Haflo cpa3y CKa3aTh, a TO BOT Jopora Tyha, 3TO HaJleBO, a B
JINBOPHO — MIPSIMO.

910 OBIIIO OEWCTBUTENLHO TaK. BiieBO mopora yxomgumia K IOPOCIIMM KUITapHCAaMH X0JIMaM, T'fie
BUIOHEHMCh KPAaCHBIE CTeHBl HeOOobIIoi GepMbl ¥ pO30Bast KOJIOKOJIbHS IepKBU. BHU3Y TapTaHa
ncye3Jia, CJIOBHO IIOTJIONIeHHas 6arpoBLIM IMCKOM COJIHIIa. MapraHHa 3aKphlya I71a3a, C TPYIOM
TI0JTaBUB HEPBHEIM CITa3M B Topsie. ITO HeBO3M0oxKHO! OHa He MOXKeT HapyIIXUTh JaHHOe CJIoBO. K ToMy
JKe OHA Xkfasna peGeHKa...

W3-3a Hero mobast aBaHTIOpa Oblyia HeMbICTUMOM. OHa He UMeJia ITpaBa OABEPraTh ONTACHOCTU €r0
XPYIIKYIO XKU3Hb, Pafii HEe OHA [OJIKHA IT0KEePTBOBATh BCEM, aXKe CBOMMHU CaMbIMU €CTECTBEHHBIMU
CTPEMJIEHUSIMH.

— Bam nnioxo? — 00ecnioKOeHHO cipocuia AraTa, yBUAeB, Kak oHa Io0iefHena. — JTa Jopora...
— Her... nyctaku. IToronsay, I'pakx! Mu egem B JIYKKy.
[lenkHyn KHYT, JIOIIaAU TPOHYIXUCE. KapeTa cBepHyJ/ia BJI€BO U IOKATUJIACh B HAIIPaBJIEHUYU XOJIMOB.

Korpa nokasanace JIlykka, CyMepKY y2Ke CIIyCTUJIACh, CUDEHEBEIE U [IPO3PAavYHble, U CEPALE
MapuaHHEl YCIIOKOUJIOCE.

[Tocrne TOTO, KaK CBEPHYJX C ABpeNeBOM IOPOTH, ITePEeCEKIN 0 CTAPUHHOMY PUMCKOMY MOCTY
KpacHBYI0 peuykKy CepTuio U 1oexaay Cpefy IBIIIHON 3eJIeHN K MOJHUMAIOIIEMYCS TTONYKPYXKUIO TOP,
Cpenu HUX, CJIOBHO B riTyOMHEe TOHHEJIS, BHE3AITHO BO3HUK BJIEKYIIHH K ce0fe PO30BLIN TOPOI,
3aKaThIM BEICOKMMH CTEHAMH C MOIIHBIMHU OQCTHOHAMH, MTONYIPUKPHITHIME J€PEBbSIMU U 3€JIeHbIO:
JIykka, Ka3aJyioch, roToBa Oblyla B3JIETEThH B BO3AYIIHOM JIETKOCTH €€ PUMCKUX KOJIOKOJIEH U OallleH K
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03aPEHHEIM IIOCIIEHUMHU JIy9YaMH COJIHIIA BEPIIHHAM.

— Ilpuexanu, — B3poxHysia MapuanHa. — THl TOJIBKO CIIpocy, roe «[lenb nyoMo», I'pakx. HyxkHasa
HaM I'OCTUHHUIIA OOJIXKHA ObITH Ha COOOPHOM IIIOIIaIH.

d)opmaanocm C JIO6p0)1y1HHBIMI/I, COHHBIMH 4YaCOBEIMH KOPAErapauy HE 3aHsAJIN MHOI'O BPEMEHH. K
TOMY XK€ 1 6YMal"I/I y IYTEIIECTBEHHUKOB OBILIIM B IIOJTHOM IIopAOKe.

BepnuHa ¢ rpox0oTOM Ipoexara Iof CBOOaMU KPEIOCTHOM CTeHHI, 3ariylasi 3BOH KOJIOKOJIOB,
IIPU3HIBABIINX K BeuepHel MonuTBe. Llenas BaTara JeTBOPH C KPUKOM OPOCHIach 3a KapeToH,
IIEITAsICh B300paThCsl Ha peccophl. OmycKaBLINICS Bedep 3aXKuraj TYT U TaM (HOHapPH 110 Y3KOH YiIulle
BBICOKMX CPEIHEBEKOBHIX IOMOB, B KOTOPYIO Bhexasa KapeTa.

Kak Bcerpa B MTanmuu K KOHITY JHS, €CJIM IT03BOJIsIjia ITOT0fa, BeCh WIIH IIOYTH BECh TOPOJ BHICHITIA
HapyXky, ¥ KapeTa MpOoMBUTanach ene-ejie. MyK4YNHEI TJIaBHEIM 00pa3oM IIJIA TPYIIIaMy, AepkKach 3a
PYKH ¥ OBUTASICh B HallpaBJIeHUH IIJIOMIaNH.

TakKe BCTpeYasnucCh U XKEHITUHEI, OOJIbIIIEN YaCThI0 B TEMHBIX IJIaThSX, 3aKyTaHHbIE C TOJIOBHL 0 HOT
B Oenble KpyKeBHBIE ITanu. CbIIIanuch TPOMKIE T0JI0Ca, BOCKIUIIaHUS, HHOTIa IOHOCUIIUCH 3BYKHU
neceH, HO MapraHHa obpaTuia BHUMaHWe Ha MHOTOYHCIIEHHBIX COMIaT ¥ C [OCafol caenana
3aKJI04eHne, 4YTo, BUAMMO, BeJIUKas reploTUHS JKu3a u3bpala CBoel pe3nufgeHIel Ha JIYyKKCKOe
JIeTO Ty POCKOIIHYIO BUJILY Mapino, 0 KOTOpo# ed roBopuil Apkaguyc. Ecnu u3Bectue o 3aTeTHHOM
«Jle4yeHUun» neBullbl Mapuu-CTauisl [OUIET 10 Hee, MapuaHHy MOXeT 0XHUaTh HexXeJlaTeJlbHOe
IIpUTrIalleHye, Uayllee Bpa3pe3 He TOJIBKO C 3aMBIC/IaMU €e KPeCTHOTO, HO U C ee COOCTBEHHBIMU
njaHaMu. 37ech, B JIyKKe, mo/KHa Obljla 3aBEPIIUTLCA Kaphbepa MHUMOM Mapuu-CTabL.
[Tpencrosiias mepeMeHa CygbObI ITOJTHOCTBIO OTBEPrajia BO3MOXKHOCTE €€ TOSIBJIEHNS Ha CIeHe.
BrpoueMm, MapuaHHa He UCIIBITEIBAJIa COXKAJIEHUS IPU MBIC/IM, YTO HaBCETa IIOKUAAeT TeaTp, ubo
CO3HaBaJa, YTO OHa He co3[aHa A1 Hero. Ee mocnenHee BEICTyIJIeHUE B TIOMIBPU 0Ka3a10Ch AJIs
Hee CJIMIIKOM TSATOCTHBIM MCIBITaHUEeM. MTak, Haflo mocTapaThest, 4ToOw cecTpa HamoneoHna He
y3Hasa o ee mpuesfe...

[To-mipexkHEMY OKpYKeHHas KpUKJIMBOU IeTBOPOM, KapeTa Bblexasla U3 YJIUIIE U PHIChIO ITepeceKyia
OoJbIIyI0, KpacuByl0, 00CaKeHHYI0 IepeBbsIMHU IIJIOIanh Co cTaTyell HamoneoHa B IIeHTpe, 3aTeM
[IpyTyi0, IOMeHbIlle, COESUHSABIIYIOCS C IIePBOH, U 0OKa3alach, HAaKOHeEI, Ilepe]] BeJIMKOIeIHON
PUMCKOM IIEPKOBLIO, Yell IeTKU (acaf ¢ TpeMs psafaMy U3SITHEIX KOJIOHH CMATrdajl CTPOTOCTh
MOIITHOY 3y04aTON KOJIOKOJIBHMU.

— Bort u Bama 1epKByuIKa, — 00bsIBUI ['pakxX, — XOTeJ Ol 51 3HATh, YETO ITO HA3BIBAIOT COG0POM?
Hert TyT HUKaKOrO cobopa.

— 4 o6bsicHIo Tebe mo3xke. Uy roCTUHUITY.
— A dero ee uckatb. BoT oHa, eli-60ory!.. Ee TonbKO 1 BUIHO!

PacronoxeHHas 1oy yTiIOM K IIPeIeCTHOMY ABOPIY BpeMeH PeHeccaHca, BHITTISIORBABIIEMY U3 — 3a
TIIBIIITHO PA3POCIIEToCcs cafia, TOCTUHUIA «[]eflb JyoMO» BLICTABIISIIA HAllOKAa3 CBOU SPKO OCBEIIEHHEIE
M3HYTPU OKHA C PelleTKaMy U MIMPOKUIL BXOM C BHIBECKOM IIOJ YBUTOU XKUMOJIOCTBIO apKOM.

— IToxoxke, 4TO 37IeCh MHOTO ITOCeTUTENel! — mporrenTtania MapuaHHa.
I eiCTBUTENIBHO, Y BX0Ha HECKOJIBKO COJMIAAT AePKajIu IO Y3[ALEl OCeTaHHbIX JIOIMAaeH.

— HaBepHo, LenbIli IOJIK 3aBePHYJI CIofia o fiopore, — npobypyan 'pakx. — Yrto Gymem menaThb?
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— A THI KaK AyMaelllb? — HETEPIIEeINBO CIpocuia MapuanHe. — Bre3xkaii! He MoxkeM ke MBI
IIPOBECTU HOYb B KapeTe TOJIbKO U3-3a TOr0, YTO B TOCTUHUILIE MHOI'0 IOCeTUTeNIe. MecTa 1 Hac
IOJIXKHEI ObITH 3aKa3aHH.

Kak u momo6aet mociyirHoMy ciayre, ['pakx, He PUCKHYB CIIPOCUTD, KTO 3TOT TAWHCTBEHHBIN
3aKa34MK, [Mpoexas o apKou U C BaKHBIM BUIOM OCTAHOBUII PA3TOPSUYEHHYI0 YIPSKKY BO
BHYTpeHHeM [iBope. CJI0BHO IT0 MaHOBEHUIO BOJIIIEOHOM MMal0YKy, OTKy[a HYM BO3bMUCH ITOSIBUITUCH
CIIYTH U KOHIOXM, a U3 iBepeii ¢ 00biuM (oHapeM B PYKe BHILIET X035UH TOCTAHUIIBI,
IIOCTIEIITUBIIIME, HACKOJIEKO 9TO ITO3BOJISIIO €r0 OPIOIIKO, C HeIIPEePEIBHLIMY ITOKJIOHAMH K
37IeETAaHTHOMY SKHIIAXKY.

— OpnaHpy, TO eCTh g, TOCI0XKa, K yCIyraM Balllero IPeBOCXOAUTENbCTBA! BU3UT rocnoxu — 3T0
Oornblast 4YeCTh AJIg TOCTUHUIIEL «[]eJlb IyoMOo», HO ST OCMEJIIOCh YTBEPXK/aTh, YTO HUTHE OOJIbIIe OHA
He HaWJeT Jy4IlIUi KPOB U CTOJI.

— KoMHaTH 711 MEHS ¥ MOUX [IPYy3€# OCTaBlIEHHI? — CIIpocuia MapraHHa Ha MPEBOCXOTHOM
TOCKAHCKOM. — 4 cuHbOpuHa Mapusg-CTanna u...

— Taxk, Tax... Bce B nopsigke! IlycTs cuHbOpHHA OyHeT Tak mobpa u mnocienyeTt 3a MHON. CUHBOD
3eYurHY XKIOET C CaMOoro yrpa.

YcnbinaB He3HaKoOMoe UMsI, MapruaHHa He BeIpa3uja yOuBJIeHus. MoxXeT OBITh, ITOCTIaHell
KapauHaia? Bo BCIKOM ciIy4ae, 9TO He MOT OBITh YeJIOBEK, 3a KOTOPOI'0 OHa [OJIXKHA BRIUTH 3aMyXK.

— OTKyZa CTOJIBKO JII0fie B Balllel TOCTUHUIE? — CIIPOCHUJIA OHA, YKa3hiBas Ha MeJIbKaBIIMe 3a
OKHaMu QUTYPHl B MyHOUPAX.

Cunbop OpraHOu MOXKaJl XXKUPHBIMY IIJIe4aMHy U, YTOOH IT0Ka3aTh, HACKOJIBKO OH YBazKaeT BOGHHBIX,
0e3 11epeMOHHUY ITIOHYI Ha 3eMITIO.

— Trdy! 370 XKaumapMeL ee BelndecTBa repuoruHu. OHU TOJIBKO IPOE3[0M... 10 KpalHel Mepe 5
HaIeloch, 4TO Tak!

— OueBUOHO, MAHEBPHI?

Kpyrnenskas ¢urypa OpyaHau, KOTOPOY AJIMHHLIE YCB KanaOpuiickoro 6anauTa 6e3yCIelrHo
IIBITAJIMCh TPUAATh TPO3HBIN BUM, KOMUYHO IOIPOOOBasa BHTSHYThCS.

— MimmepaTop OTHas IPUKa3 3aKPHITh BCE MOHACTHIPH B TockaHe. HekoTophie emucKomnsl Tpa3uMeHa
BOCCTAJIM ITPOTUB BIacTed. YeTBEPO U3 HUX apeCTOBAHEI, HO OIIAcaloTCs, YTOOL OCTaIbHEIE He
YKpPBITKCH ¥ Hac. OTCIOfa U 3TH Ype3BhIYaiiHbIe MEPHL.

[To-npexHeMy 3Ta HeyTUXaroLasa Bpaxnaa Mexny HamnosmeornoM u nanou!.. MapraHHa HaxMypuia
6poBu. YTo OO HA yMe Y KPeCTHOT0, 3aCTaBUBILIETO ee IIpUeXaTh UMEHHO B 9TU MeCTa, T1e
OTHOILIEHUS MeX[y UMIlepaTopoM U LlepKoBbI0 OBIIM TaK HanpsiZKeHb? TPyAHOCTH BO3BpAIlleHUS B
[TapuxK, KOTOpPHIE OHA IIpefBUENa, Teepbh He YMEeHBIIUIIKCh, a, HA000POT, Bo3pociau. OHa yxKe He
Mora 6e3 comporaHus MPeacTaBUTh cebe peakiuio UMIepaTopa, KOra OH Y3HAeT, YTO OHa, Jaxke He
TI0COBETOBABIINCH C HUM, BHIIIJIA 3aMyXK 3a HeusBecTHoro. KapauHnan, KoHeYHo, moobelas, 4To UM
He OynmeT KTO-HUOYOb U3 Bparos, HO MOXKHO JIX IIpenyrafaTh, Kak IpopearupyeT Ha 3TO YeJIOBEK, 0O
TaKOU CTEMEeHU NOPOXKaIIUK CBOEU BIACThiO?

Ha Bomenmux o6pymuscs yM, IapUBIINI B O0IIIOM 3ajie TOCTUHULEL. ['pynna ohuiiepos
OKpyXKuja CBoero codpara, BUAUMO, TOJILKO UYTO ITpHexaBIIero. I[IOKPHITHH MbIIbI0 U 0arPOBHIM OT
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APOCTH, HOBOl'IpI/IGI:IBI.HI/II;I B COBUHYTOM Ha6ereHB KuBepe, C TPO3HO 3aKPYYEHHBIMU YCAMU U
TOPAIIXUMU I'Jila3aMU KPpHUYail:

— ..HEeBO3MYTUMEIH CJTyTa IOMOIIEN K PelleTKe U 00bsICHUII MHE, ITIepeKphIBas jlaki co6aKu, 4To,
TIOCKOJIBKY €0 X03SIMH HUKOTO He MTPUHUMAaeT, 6€CII0Ie3H0 TPOU3BOOUTE OOBICK, YTOOH YOeIUTHCS,
YTO HY OfUH U3 3TUX MPOKJIATHIX €MIMCKOIIOB Y HET0 He CKphIBaeTcsd! 3aTeM, HUYEro He xXejas
cnyimaTth 0OJIbIlle, OH MMOBEPHYJICS CIMHOM U YIIeN TaK CIIOKOMHO, CIIOBHO MBI HE CYIIeCTBOBAU. Y
MeHS He OBbIJIO IOCTATOYHO JTI0fieH, YTOOB OKPYXKUTh 3Ty MPOKJISATYIO BUJLY, HO, YePT BO3bMHU, Ha
3TOM feJio He KoHuUnTCs!... [laBaite Bce B cemio! [TokaxxeM sToMmy CaHT'AHHa, KaK CMEAThCS Haf
IIpUKa3aMy er0 BeIn4eCcTBa UMIIepaTopa U ee UMIIePaTOPCKOT0 BBICOYECTBA BEJIMKOW Te€pLIOTAHM!

OJI06pI/ITeHBHI:>Ie BO3T'JIaChI IIPUBETCTBOBAJIM 3TO BOMHCTBEHHOE 3asABJIEHUE.

— Ilycts cunboprHa OymeT Tak mobpa mogokKaaTh MeHSI C MUHYTKY, — TOPOIIJIMBO IIPOLIENTa CUILHO
nobnenHeBmuit OpiaHau, — S OOJIXKeH BMelnaThcs. Jit! 'ocogun odutep!

— Yero Tebe? — mporpeMesi OH THeBHO. — [IprHecH KyBIINH KbSIHTH, [la MOXKuUBei! d ymupaio oT
JKaX[Ibl ¥ CIIemy.

Ho BMecTO TOTO, 4TOOR ITOBHHOBATLCS, OpIaHIX IMOKavall TOJI0BOM.

— VI3BMHUTE 3a CMEJOCTh, HO., «Ha BallleM MeCTe, TOCTIONUH 0puIlep, 1 He MbITacs Obl YBUOETD
kHs13g9 CaHT'AHHA MMpexX[e BCEro I0TOMY, YTO BEl TyHa HE MPOUOETE, a 3aTEM IIOTOMY, YTO 3TO
BBI30BET HEIOBOILCTBO €€ UMIIePAaTOPCKOr'0 BEICOUYECTBA.

[ITlym MrHOBeHHO yTUX. B compoBoxknenuu ToBapuiei oduiiep mogouien Kk Opnanau. MapuaHHa xe
OTCTYIIMJIA B T€Hb JIECTHUIIBI, YTOOBI OCTAThCS HE3aMEeUYEHHOM.

— YTO0 TH X0Yelllb 3TUM CKa3aTh? Hoquy 9TO 4 HE CMOTYy TyHda HpOfITPI?

— [ToToMy 4TO HHKTO HUKOTMIa TaM He OblI. JIt0601 B JIyKKe CKazKeT BaM TO Ke camoe. M3BeCTHO,
4yTO KHA3b CaHT'AHHA CyILIeCTBYeT, HO eT0 HUKOTia He BUe/I HUKTO, KpOMe [ABYX-TPeX CIIyT,
00CyKMBAIOIINX €ro IUYHO. Bce ocTanbHEIE, @ UX MHOTO ¥ 3[I€Ch, U B IPYTUX BIafdeHUIX, BULETH
TOJIBKO ero ¢urypy. Ho HuKorfa He BUfieNU eTo0 B JIUI0, He BCTPEYalIuCh C ero B3riasgoM. Bee, 94To o
HeM U3BECTHO, — 3TO KaK 3By4UT €ro rojuoc.

— OH cKphIBaeTcs! — 3aBOINMUI KaluTaH. — A MOYEMY OH CKPBIBAETCS, a, X03AMH? Thl 3HAEllb,
IIO4YeMy OH CKphIBaeTcs? Ecnu HeT, TO 51 cKaxy Tebe, IIOTOMY YTO CKOPO y3Hao!

— Her, rocnoguna odmuep, 9TO BEI HE Y3HAETE... NJIM HAKJIN4YETE THEB BENINKOU repunoruHu Onn3HI,
KOTOpPas1, KaK ¥ BEJIMKHE IT'ePIOTruHN — €€ IIPEeANIEeCTBEHHHUIIbI, BCEI'a yBaXKalla OMMHOYECTBO KHA34.

Odutiep pacxoxoTaics, HO er0 CMeX 3By4all HEMHOTO (a/lbIInBO, 10 MHEHUIO MapuaHHbI, KOTOpPas,
HEBOJILHO 3aMHTEPEeCOBABIINCEH 3TOM CTPAHHOU MCTOPHUEH, ClyIiana ¢ 60IbIIMM BHUMaHUEM.

— Hewmruicmumo! Ho Torga oH caM ObsIBOJI, 9TOT TBOM KHA3B!

C cyeBepHOU mpoxkbio OpriaHAM HECKOJIBKO pa3 TOPOIUIMBO IMIEPEKPECTHUIICS, a 3a CIIMHOM, TaK, YTOOR
oduriep He 3aMeTHII, COeJas MajabllaMyd POXKKY, OTTOHSIST HEUUCTYIO CHUITY.

— He rosopurte Takux Bemel, rocnofuH oduilep! Het, KHA3b He... TOT, KEM BH €r0 Ha3BaJlu.
['0BOPSAT, YTO y HETO C PaHHET0 IEeTCTBA yKacHas 60JIe3Hb U YTO U3-3a 3TOr'0 €r0 HUKOT[a He BULENH.
Popgurenu npsitanu ero. Bckope nocie ero poXaeHus OHY yexalu Janeko U yMepinu Ha yyxOuHe. OH
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BEPHYJICS OOUH, TOILKO C TEMM CIYyTaMH, O KOTOPHIX 51 TOBOPHIL.
OHu OBINIK TIPY €T0 POXKIEHUHU U celdac PyKOBOIST BCEM.

HeBonmbHO BCTPEBOXKEHHBIM, XOTSI OH M He XOTeJ IT0Ka3aTh 3T0, 0uilep ImoKaydall roJI0BOM.
— W oH Bcerga XKuBeT B 9TOM UMEHUHU, 3aMKHYTOM CTeHaMH, PelleTKaMU U CIIyraMu?

— MHOTTa OH BEIE3XKAEeT, 0e3 COMHEHN, YTOOBI ITIOCETUTD apyrue CBOU Bilaf€HUsA, BCerga C
MazKOpaooOMOM U KaIll€JIJIaHOM, HO HUKOT'Ma HEe BUEJIN, KaK OH ye32KaeT U IIPHUe3ZKaerT.

BHe3amHo HaCTyNuIa TUIIMHA, TaKas THETYIas, YTo, XKeJjlast HapyIIuTh ee, OQHUIEp MOIBITANICS
paccmesThes. [ToBepHYBUIMCH K 3aMePIIKM TOBapUIllaM, OH BOCKIIUKHYI:

— OH wyTHUK, Bam KHg3b! Wnu ncux! A mMel He mo6um ncuxoB! Ho, pa3 Thl TOBOPHII, YTO BETMKOMN
replorvHe He HPaBUTCS, KOTTla ero 3afeBaloT, ero He TPOHYT. Y HaC cerdac AOCTAaTOYHO APYTHUX Hell.
OpHako MHI IO1IIeM roHIa Bo OIOpPeHIHIo X...

OH BHe3aIHO CMEHUJI TOH U YI'POoKaloIlle IIOBOAMII TajIbIleM ITOf CaMbIM HOocOM GemHoro OpraHaiu.

— ..} eCJI¥ THI COJITaJI HaM, MbI He TOJIBKO BEITAIIMM K3 THE3[]a TBOX HOYHYIO ITUYKY, HO THI ellle
y3Haelllb, CKOJIbKO BecsAT HOXKHEI Moel cabmu! B myTs, pebsita! K MoHacTeIpio MoHT-ONUBETTH.
CepxanT bepHapau, TH OCTaHENIbCA 3AECh C OOHUM B3BOAOM! CIIUIIKOM yXK HECET eJIeeM OT 3TOU
npokyaTor Busibl! [IpucMaTpuBaii 3a Heil. Hayio ObITE Haueky!

CTyua 1o Moy camoraMu U cabysaMu, XKaHgapMbl TOKUHY K 3a. OpjlaHOu TIOBEPHYJICS K MapuaHHe,
HETOJIBUKHO OXKuaBuIed ¢ ['pakxoM u AraToi OKOHYaHUS 3TOT0 HEOOEIYHOTO JUAJIOTa.

— W3BuHUTE, CHUHBOPHHA, HO 4 HE MOT IIO3BOJIUTE 3TUM JIIOJAM GPOCI/ITBCE Ha IMITYPM BHUJIJIBI
CanT'AHHa. 9TO HUKOMY He IIPHHEeCIIO OBl CYACThS... HU UM, HU HaM.

3auHTpUrOBaHHAss MapraHHa He MOrjia M000pPOTh UCKYIIeHNE 3aJaTh HECKOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB O
CTPaHHOM IIepCOHaXe, IIOC/IyKUBIIEM IIPeIMETOM CIIOpa.

— BuI meficTBATENBLHO TaK OOUTECH 3a 3TOro KHA351? OOHAKO BBl axXKe He BUIOEJIU ero HuKormaa!

OpraHpy mozKas IjiedaMy U B35JI CO CTOJIa 3aKKEeHHBIN KaHOeNna0p, 4TOOH IIPOBOIUTD
IyTeIleCTBeHHMKOB Ha BTOPOM 3TaxX.

— Her, 51 HuKOra He Bupen ero. Ho s XOpoIIo BUXKY, YTO AEeTaeTCs OT ero UMeHu. KHs3b 04eHb
BEJIUKOMYIIHO OTHOCUTCS K IMMPOCTHIM JItoAsiM. M 3aTeM, KakK MOXKHO 3HaTh, KyIa MOXOOUT BIACTh
TAKOI'0 YeJioBeKa, Kak OH? Jlydllle 0CTaBUTh ero B IoKoe. ETo 1meapocTs u3BeCTHa, HO HEU3BECTHO
ellle, KakKOB OH B THEBE... U eCJiu Obl KaKOU-HUOYIb OTILENIeHel] UK OKasHHBIM. ..

OpJ'IaHI[I/I CHOBaA TPUKOEI IIEPEKPECTHUIICA.

— Cropa, cuHbOpHHA!.. 3aTeM 51 IPOBOXKY Kyuepa B €ro IoMellleHre. A [ CIyKaHKU — MaJleHbKas
KOMHAaTa PAfoM C Balllel.

OH OTKpHIN epen MapuaHHO#M OBEPD B IIPOCTO 0OCTABIIEHHYIO, HO OMPSATHYIO KOMHATY. [lo6eneHHbe
M3BECTBIO CTEHBI HE 3arpOMOXKana IUIIHAS MeOesnb. Y3Kas, OIMHHAsA KPOBaTh U3 TEMHOTO IEPEBa, C
TAKUM BBICOKMM U3T0JIOBbEM, YTO Y MapHuaHHbI [TOSIBUIOCH HETIPUSTHOE OIIyIIeHNe, CIOBHO OHA
HaXONUTCA Iepel MaB30JieeM, CTOJI U OBa TBEPOHIX CTyJIa, O0/IbIIOe paclsiThe U HECKOJIBKO
671aro4eCcTUBLIX KAPTHHOK COCTABIISIIM YOPAHCTBO KOMHATHL. Eciiu Obl He KpaCHBIE 3aHABECKH Y
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MaJIeHbKOT'0 OKHA ¥ KPOBaTH, MOTJIO OBl II0OKA3aThCs, YTO 9TO MOHACTHIPCKAsS KeJlbs. TyaleTHhe
IPUHAMJIEXKHOCTH U OoJblast 6enas ¢pasHCOBas MMCKa HaXOOUIKCh Ha CTOSIBILIEM B YTJIy CTOJIHKE.
Bce 9T0 0CBeIamoCh CKyIbIM CBETOM MACJISTHOM JIAMITHL.

— BoT, 3T0 M0Os1 caMas Xopollasi KOMHaTa, — C YIOBJIETBOPeHUeM CKa3aa CuHbop OpnaHgu. — A
HaJIel0Ch, YTO CHHbOPHHA OyHmeT moBOJIbHA. [I0JIZKEeH U 5 Telleph MpefynpequTh CHHbOPa 3eU4YUHH?

MapuaHHa B3Aporuyiaa. MCcTopust HEBUAMMOIO KHSI3sI 3aCTABUIIA €€ 3a0bITh COGCTBEHHEIE 3a00TH U
0COGEHHO Ty TAMHCTBEHHYI0 0CO0Y, KOTOpast XMeT ee ¢ yTpa. Ceiiyac OHA y3HAET, KTO OH TAKOM.

— IlpemynpenuTe ero ¥ CKaXHUTe, YTO 5 XKOy. 3aTeM MMOfafuTe HaM YKHUH.
— A Baim 6arax HOCTaBUTh TOXKe CIOHa?

MapwuatHa 3akonebanachk. OHa He 3HaJa, BXOMUIIO JIU B TIJIAHBl KPECTHOTO, YTOOB OHA HAONIT0
oCTajach B 3TOM FOCTHUHHUIIE, ¥ TIOAyMasa, 4To Garax He MOCTPafaeT, €C/U MPOBENET ellle ONHY HOYb
B Kaperte.

— Her, 51 He 3Ha10, OCTaHYCh U 51 3[eCh. [I[puHeCcUTe TOIHKO OOJIBIION KOBPOBEIM MEIIOK, KOTOPHIH
TIEKUT BHYTPU OEPIIUHEL.

Korpma OpnaHpau yoanuics, OHa U3 IPefoCTOPOXKHOCTH OTIIPaBUiIa CIaBINy0 Ha XoOy Araty K cebe,
IpeaynpenuB, YTOOb OHAa OCTaBajacCh Ha MECTe, T0Ka ee He MO30BYT.

— A... ecru 5 3aCHY? — CIIPOCHIIa [EBYIIKA.

— Cnute cnokouHO. 1 pa3byxKy Bac K yxKuHY... begHas Mos AraTta, BHl He IIPefiCTaBIsAIu cede, 4To
nyTeuecTBue OYOET TaKUM YTOMUTEJIbHBIM?

W3-mmop u3MSTOTO YemyrKka Arata 671arofapHo yIbsIOHyIach X03sHKe.

— Ia, aTo OBINO TAKETIO, HO TaK UHTEPECHO. K ToMy Ke BMecCTe ¢ MajeMya3esb 51 TOTOBa UATH XOTh
Ha Kpal cBeTa. Ho Hafio MpuU3HATHCS, YTO B 3TOM FOCTUHUIIE HE TaK YK XOpoIIo. XOTs Ha IBOPe U
Mail, He MelIajo OBl IPOTOIHUTS.

MapHaHHa II0OKa3alla pYKOfI, yT0oOLI OHA 3aMoOJIYasia H Iia K cebe Yepe3 HU3KYIO IBEPL,
COEIUHSBIITYIO o0e KOMHATHI, 100 KTO-TO IIocTy4arll.

— Bouigute! — cka3ama MapuaHHa, KOT[a ee CyOpeTKa ucyesna.

IIBepb MeIeHHO OTBOPUIACh, OYE€Hb MEJIEHHO, CJIOBHO TOT, KTO GBI 3a HEW, CTECHSIJICS UITU
konebascsi. HakoHell OsIBUIIACh BICOKAst pUrypa B CYKOHHOM Of€STHUYU C KOPOTKUMMU LIITaHAMMU, B
OeJbIX YyNKax ¥ FPOMafgHEIX Ty(DJIAX C IpsKKaMHy, B KPYTJIO, HAABUHYTOM Ha Konmnak uuisamne. [lngna
IIOKKMHYJIa CBOE MECTO, KOJIITaK OCTaJICs, @ HOBOIPUOBIBIIINI, CII0KHUB PYKH, TIOTHSI T'7la3a K IOTONKY
1 B3[OXHYL.

— Cnasa Bory! Hakosers Bel ipuOninu! Bel He MoxkeTe cebe MpeficTaBUTh, KakK s TEP3aJiCs BeCh IeHb
cpenu aTou conpaTHu! Ho BH y2Ke 3[0eCh U 3TO I'JIaBHOE.

Cnymasi 3T0 IpUBETCTBUE B popMe Or1aronapCTBeHHON MONIUTBE, MapuaHHe XBaTUJI0 BpeMeH!
IPUUTH B ce0s OT yAUBIEHUs, 00HAPYKHUB, UTO CHHbOP 3€e44YMHU He KTO MHO, Kak ab0at bumer. Ho
HeC4yaCTHBIHM OB TaK 3aMEeTHO He B cebe OT CBOeH OfeXMbl, BepHee, 3Ta OfleXk/ia IpUaBana eMy
Takou 3a0aBHHIM BUJ, 4TO MapruaHHa He MOTJIa yaepKaThCs OT CMeXa.
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— YT0 9TO BH TaK BHIPSIAMIIMCH, TOocTIomuH ab0at! Brl pa3Be He 3HaeTe, uTo [Tacxa Ovlna TpU Hemenu
Ha3aj ¥ KapHaBaJl IaBHO yKe 3aKOHYUJIICS?

— He cmenTecs, YMOJIAIO BacC. A goctaToyHO BBICTPaall B 3TOM HEJIEIIOM Hapdane. Ecnu 68l 3TO He
OBLI0 HE0OXOOUMO U eCyTu OBl ero IIPEO0CBAIIEHCTBO U3 IIPEOJOCTOPOXKHOCTH HE HOTpe6OBaH...

— I'me Mo KpeCTHHIU? — clipocuila MapuaHHa, Cpa3y CTaB CEPhE3HOU. — { mymana HalTh ero
3MecCh.

— BEI JOMKHEL ObLTH IIOMHHTD, YTO KHSA3b ]_[epKBI/I HY2XIOaeTCd B 00JIBIINX IIPpeagoCTOPOXKHOCTAX, 4YEM
KTO-T00 HHOM BO BpeMs TaKuX Y2KaCHBIX CO6bITHfI, KOTOPEIE MBI ITIE€PEXKKUBAEM.

[TocnenHee BpeMsi MBl KBAPTUPOBAJU B MOHACTHIpe MOHT-ONUBETTH, HO 3aTEM U3 OCTOPOXKHOCTH
TIOKUHYJIU €ro.

— 910 GBUIO OENCTBUTEIBHO OYEHB OJ1aropa3yMHO, — IIPU3Hana MapuaHHa, MOgyMaB O TOM, 4TO
HECKOJIbKMMY MUHYTaMHU PaHblIe CKa3asl HEUCTOBBIN KaHoapM. MeHHO K 3TOMy MOHACTHIPIO OHU
HATIPaBUJIKCE.

— W roe HaXOOUTCS €ro IIPEOCBSIIEHCTBO cerdac?

— HampotuB, — oTBeTH a66aT, MOKa3kiBasi B OKHO Ha KOJIOKONBHIO co60pa. — OH yCTpouycs
CETOMHS YTPOM Yy LIEPKOBHOTO CTOPOKA ¥ 0KMUIAET Bac.

MapHaHHa 6pocnna B3rJid0 Ha BUCEBIIXWE Y HEE Ha [lle€ MUHUATIOPHBIE 30JIOTHIE YaACHI.
— YXe no3mHo. HepKOBb OOJI2KHA 3aKPBITECA... OXPAHATECA...

— BeuepHss cnyx6a TOTBKO HaUHETCs. [IpenpruHATHe KMIIEPAaTOPOM MEPHI KacaloTCs TOIBKO
MOHACTHIPeH, HO He I[ePKBeH, Tae O0roCIyKeHue TOIKHO IPOOoKaThCsa. CyKObI MPOXOOAT
PerynspHo. B m1060M ciydae CTOPOXK MOJIKEH OCTAaBUTh ONHY OBEPDb OTKPHITOM, IIPY HEOOXOOUMOCTH,
Ha BCIO HOYb. Ero mpeocBsmeHcTBo 6ymeT Bac XKaaTh IOCTIe BEYEPHHU.

— I'me umenHo? 1lepKOBb Takas OosbInas. ..
— BoiimeTe yepes neByIO ABEPH U MOUAETE OO TpaHCcemnTa 9.

Haiimete rpo6uuily Mnapuu. Ha Hei u3o0pakeHa pacnpocTepTast KeHIIuHa ¢ co6aukoi y HoT. Tam
Bac OymeT XKAaTh KapauHall.

— Bl He molimeTe co MHOU?

— Her. Tlo npuka3y MOHCeHbOpA S OOJIKEH MTOKUHYTh TOCTUHUIYY HOYbI0. OH He X04eT, YTOOHI Hac
BU[e/IN BMecTe. Most Muccus 3aBeplileHa, U MeHs [IPU3BIBAIOT APYyrUe fena.

— Bbnarogapio Bac, rocronus ab6at. 1 coob1ry KpeCTHOMY, C KaKOM CTapaTeIbHOCTEIO Bl BHITIOJTHUIIN
ero BoJi0. YTo KacaeTcs MeHs, TO 51 cefiyac e OTIIPABJIIOCh Ha BCTPedy C HUM.

— Ila xpanut Bac ['ocniogs! f 6ymy MonuThCs 3a Bac.

[TpunoxuB ANWHHBIN Najell K rybaM, Kak TpeboBaHKe coOM0faTh TUIIUHY, ¥ CTyTasd Ha HOCKax
CBOMX I'POMAJIHEIX Ty(eab C BUAOM 3arOBOPIIHKA, KOTOPHIM MIPU OAPYTUX 00CTOSATEILCTBaX MapraHHa
Halaa Okl KOMUYHBEIM, MHUMBIM CHHBODP 3€UYMHHY BHIIIEN TaK 3Ke O6eCIIyMHO, KaK U BOIIIEe]I.
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MapwuaHHa KHUBO IOIOIINIA K TyaJeTHOMY CTOJIUKY, CHsIJIa UMY ¥ yOemuiIach, YTO MpUYecKa He
CHJIbHO TIOCTPajiaia, 3aTeM, OTKPHIB MpUHECeHHBIH OpIiaHay KOBPOBHIM MEIIOK, HOCTala U3 Hero
O0IBIITYI0 TEMHO-KPACHYI0 KallleMIPOBYIO IIaJib, B KOTOPYIO 3aKyTaslach C TOJIOBOM, KaK 3TO [eJlaiu
MECTHbIe XKEeHIWHEL. [Ioc/ie 4ero oHa MPUOTKPEIIA IBEPD, BEAYyIIy0 B KOMHATy Arathl. Kak oHa u
Ipeqrnosaraia, IeByllka claa.

PacTsHyBUINCH B Of€KMe Ha KyIIeTKe, OHA JaXke He YCJIBIIIala, KOTga CKpUIIHYyIa ABeph. MapruaHHa
yneioHymack. OHa MOrJia CIIOKOWHO UATH HA CBUAaHMe. AraTa He CKOpPO npocHeTcs. CIycKasch 1o
TIEeCTHHUIIE, OHa BCTpeTwuia OpnaHau, KOTOPHIH LIEJ C YCTaBIEHHBIM TapeikaMy, CTaKaHaMu |
npubopamMu IOTHOCOM.

— HO)K&J'IYIZCT&, roganTe YXKUWH HEMHOT'O I103K€, — CKa3dJlla MapHaHHa. — 4 xoTemna Obl... CXOOUTH B
IEPKOBb HEMHOT'O ITIOMOJIMTECSA, €CJIIK 3TO MOXKHO...

B cnyxebHol yneiOke OprnaHay MOSIBUIICS O0Jee TEIIHINA OTTEHOK.

— Hy xoHeuHo ke, 9T0 MoxkHO! Celfyac Kak pa3 UpieT BeuepHss ciyxkba! MonuTe, cCMHbOpUHA, UANUTE,
s I0JaM yKWH, KOTZla Bbl BEDHETECh.

— A 5TH CONIJATHL... IPOIYCTAT MEHS?
— YTOOBI IOMTH B IIEPKOBb? — BO3MYTHJICS IOUTEHHBIN XO39UH TOCTUHUIIEL. — XOTel Ol 51 BULETH!..

Mt 3mech Bce noOprie xpucTuane! Eciu OBl IOMBITANTKACh 3aKPHITh IIEPKBH, B TOPOJIE BCIBIXHYIA OB
peBoimonys. Bel He XKenaeTe, YTOOB! ST IPOBOMMII BaC?

— — Tonbko [0 mBepey Ballero moMa. [anblie g Moy caMa, 61arogapio Bac.

B compoBoxaeHuy NpUHSABLIETO TPO3HbIY B OpaHay MapruaHHa nepecekra 3ajl, He IIpUBJieKas
BHUMAaHMS HUKOTO U3 CONgaT. BipodeM, Temeps OHU BBHITTISAENN TOPa3fo MeHee arpeCCUBHLIMU.
CepxkaHT C KampajioM Urpaju B KapThl, a OCTaJIbHbEIE pa3roBapuBalii, NonuBas BUHO. HeKoTopIe
[OCTaIu OJUHHBIE TPYOKY U 3aAyMUYKBO ITyCKa/IK K MOTOJIKY KITyORl ABIMA.

BEPHYTHCSA

9

TpaHcenT — momnepeyHsd Hed.

Briiigst u3 moma, MapuaHHa IIOMJIOTHEE 3aKyTanach B IIajb U MyCTUIach 6eroM yepes IJIomab.
Houb yXKe TOJTHOCTHIO BCTYIIMIIa B CBOM IIpaBa, HO paccesHHbIe Koe-The (poHapu MO3BOISANIN
PasrisiieTh CBETIYIO CTapylo 0a3unuky. [IogHsICS NerKuil BeTep, MOHECIIUY apoMar IoJiel, u
MapwuaHHa TPUOCTAHOBUIACH TOCPEH IIIOMIAAH, YTOOL HACTAMUTHCS €T0 CBEXKECThI0. BEIMEITOE
HeTaBHUM [0XKOeM He0O0 pacIpoCTepsio HaJ ee TOJIOBOM CBOe CHHE-4ePHOe IMOKPBIBAI0 C MUPHaLaMU
HEXKHO CBEPKAIOIINX 3Be3[. ['Ie-To B HOYH IeJl 10 aKKOMIIaHEMEHT I'MTaphl MyK4KMHa, HO ero rojioc
3arjylanyd HCXOOUBIINE U3 OTKPHITHIX ABEPEi XpaMa 3BYKH TOPKEeCTBeHHOTo TuMHa. [lecHs,
KOTOPYIO IIeJl My2K4HrHa, Oblna nmecHew mo0BU, TUMH e MIPoCyaBisaa bora u ropbkre pagocTu
OTpeuYeHus U cMupeHus. [IepBoe MPU3EIBAIO K CYACThI0, BTOPOE — K CTPOTOMY ITIOBHHOBEHUIO, U
MapwuaHHa B nIocjiefHuM pa3 3akonebanach. CoBceM Hemomro, n00 BEIGOpPa MeX Ay TH000BbIO U TOITOM
y Hee yxke He Ob110. Ee B0o3/m00IeH b He HyKAaJCs B HEM, He IBITalcs Halitu ee. OH KaTUJl cpefu
IIpa3gHYIOLIEro Hapofa 1o foporaM HunepnaHmoB, yasi0asch CBOEH I0HOM XKeHe, He JyMas O TOH,

MapuanHa ¥ HeM3BeCTHBIN U3 TocKaHbI 169 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

KOT'0 OCTaBHJI, KOTOPad TEIIEPE, YTOOHI CKDPRITh CBOU IIO030P U CTPadaHud, HAIIPABJIAJIACh K
Hen3BeCTHOMY, yTOOBI OH 00ECIIeUHII ee pe6eHKy IIPpaBO KUTH C BEICOKO MIOJHSITOM TOJIOBOM.

OHa pemMTENBHO TOBEPHYJIACh CIIMHOM K I1000BHOM MECHE U IIOCMOTPENIA Ha 1IePKOoBb. Kakoi
BHYILIKUTEIFHON OHA Ka3ajaCh B TEMHOTE C €e IIPU3EMUCTHIMU OUEPTAHUSIME M YCTPEMJIEHHOH K Hely,
CJIOBHO ITPU3BIB O ITOMOIITH, BEICOKOM OarnrHel. Ee co6cTBeHHbIM MPU3kB bor He moxkenan yCIbaTh,
pa3 eqUHCTBEHHBIN YEJI0BEK, B IIOMOIIK KOTOPOr'0 OHA HyKJaiach, He Ipulllen U He npuaeT. OH ToxXe
OB JaJIeKo OT Hee, MOXKeT ObITh, y2Ke 3a0bl1 0 Hell. BonHeHMe epexBaTHIIO0 TOpP/Io MapuaHHb, HO
TYT 2Ke CMEHUJIOCh IIPUCTYIIOM THEBA.

— Twt popmeHHas mypodka! — mpoOypyana oHa CKBO3b 3yObl. — Korfa ye Th lepecTaHellb
OTIJIaKHBaTh CBOIO cymb0y? THl cama xoTesa Toro, 4To mpou3omino! M T Bcerma 3Hama, 4To 3a
CYacThe Hafo MJIATHUTh, JaXKe eClIM OHO 0Ka3aioCh TaKUM ObICTPOTEeYHBIM! TaK 4TO Temeph yXK IIaTh
6e3 BCIKUX YIIPeKoB. ToT, KTO XkaeT Tebs 3meck, mobuT Tebs ¢ maBHUX nop. OH XejaeT Tebe TOIbKO
CYaCTh... UJIU 110 MEHBIIEN Mepe OYIIEeBHOI0 CIIOKOUCTBUA. IlocTapaiics JOBEPUTHCI €My, KaK Tl
3TO Aefana Kormga-To.

MapuaHHa CMeJI0 HallpaBHUJIach K MANepTH, IlepellarHyia HeCKOJIBKO CTYIIeHEeK U TOJIKHYJIa
KpauHIO ceBa aBepb. Ho 4yBCTBO 6ECIIOKONCTBA Y HEE HE paccesyioch. HecMoTpst HU Ha 4TO, OHA
He MorJjia u30aBUTHLCS OT MIPUYMUHSBIIETO e 60JIb YYBCTBa HENOBEPHUS K KPECTHOMY, 3a KOTOPOEe OHa
ylpekasna cebs.

Kak OvI OHa X0Tejla BHOBb 00pecTu 6e30r0BOPOYHOE IoBepre 0HEX JeT! OMHaKO 9Ta HeBepOsTHas
cBapgbOa! dta TpebyeMasi UM MOJIHAS TOKOPHOCTH!

BHYTpEHHOCTH IIePKBH TOHYJIa BO MpakKe, ¥ TOJBKO KpacHas JlaMIla Ha X0paxX ¥ HeCKOJIbKO TOPSIIIHX
cBeuel maBany ciabbiil cBeT. Ha BHICOKOM anTape CEeHOBIaChH CBSIIEHHUK B CepeOpsSHON pru3e
coBepIasn 60rocyKeHrne B OKPYKEeHUU KOJIEHOPEKIOHEHHBIX IPUX0KaH, Y€l IIeT0T, CMEeIINBasiCh
CO B3[OXaMM OpraHa, YHOCHJICS K BEHICOKOMY, IT00OIECKMBAIOIIEMY JIa3yphio cBomy. OHa 0CTaHOBUIIACH
OKOJI0 KPOITUJILHUIIE, CMOYHIIA TaJIbIlhl ¥ IePEKPECTHIIach, 3aTeM IIPEKIIOHMIIa KOJIEHH IJIsT KPAaTKOR
MOJIMTBHI, B KOTOPOH ee cepflle He y4acTBoBamo. CKopee 9TO ORI HOJT BEKIIUBOCTH mepen Borom.

Hy1ra ee 3meck oTcyTcTBOBasna. CTpeMUTENTBHO U OECIITYMHO, CJIOBHO TE€HB, OHA IIPOCKOJIB3HYIA 10
6okoBOMY Hedy, 060THYyIa U3SIIHOE BOCBMUYTOJIbHOE COOPYKEHNe, YKPLIBaBIllee TUKOBUHHOE
pacmstue ¢ XpUCTOM B JIMHHOM BU3aHTUUCKOM Of€STHUY, ¥, HAKOHEL], Jo6pajach I0 TPaHCENTa.
Cpenu HECKOJIBKUX CTOSIBIIMX TaM Ha KOJIeHsX Guryp, moxoxe, He OBIIO TOT0, KOT'O OHA MCKaa.
HuxkTo He 00paTHI Ha Hee BHUMaHUS.

MapwuaHHa He TOPOMsCh Mpubnu3unach K rpobuuiie. OHa cpa3y 3aMeTHIa ee KpacoTy, CTOJIb
HeOoOBIYHYIO0, YTO B3IJISI €e, PAaBHOMAYIIIHO CKOIL3HYB 10 BEJIMKOJIEITHOM KapTHHe, n300paxKaBIie
IOeBy Mapwuio ¢ IByMs CBSTBIMM, IIPUKOBAJICS K TPOOHMUIIE U YKe He MOT 0TopBaThcsi. OHa HUKOTTa He
mpefcTaBisiia cebe, 4To rpoOHUIIa MOXKET 00JIaflaTh TAKUM U3SIIECTBOM, TAKMM 04apOBaHUEM
YHUCTOTHI ¥ MTOKOSI. Ha oKaliMiieHHOM (DpU30M C [epKaIUMU TUPIISTHIH IIBETOB aHTeIaMU TIJIUTE
TIOKOMIaCh MOJIOHAsi XKeHIIMHa B IIMHHOM IIJIaThe, C MaJIeHbKOM c00aYKOi Y HOT, CO CKPeIleHHBIMU
Ha T'PyAy PyKaMu, IJIafiko 3a4eCaHHBIMU BOJIOCAMY, OTKPHIBABIIMMHU 04YapOBaTeIbHOE JIUII0, KOTOPOe
MapwuaHHa [I0/T0 Co3epliajia, BOCXUIIASICh IIBETYIIEN! MOJIOAOCThIO, C TaKOM JTI060BBIO
BOCIIPOX3BeleHHOM cKynbnTopoM. OHa He 3Haa, KTo Oblna 9Ta Mnapus, yMepias YeThIpe BeKa
Ha3afl, HO TOYYBCTBOBaJIa YOUBUTEIHHYIO IYX0BHYI0 OIM30CTh C HEM, XOTS Ha 3TOM TOHKOM JIHIle He
OTpazKalluCh CTPafaHusI, KOTOPHIE IIPUBENIH €€ Ha I0pore XKHU3HU B TPOOHHUILY.

Y100k 1'I060pOTB XKeJlaHue IIPUKOCHYTBCA K PyKaM JiexKaInen u HEeyMEeCTHYIO, II0 ee MHEHHIO,
YYBCTBUTEJIBHOCTD, MapI/IaHHa IMo0OaJib IIPEKJIOHUIIA KOJIEHH, CIIPATAJId JIMIO B JIaOJOHAX 1
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TIoIBITaNach MonuThesa. Ho ee co3HaHMe ocTaBanoch HacTopoxke. M oHa He B3OPOTHYJIA, KOTa KTO-TO
OITyCTHUJICS HA COCEOHIOI CKaMeeydKy 1J1si MoiIuTB. CKOCUB I'Jla3a, OHa y3Hala KpeCTHOT0, HECMOTDS
Ha MOJHSATHIN BOPOTHUK YEPHOTO IJTallla, IOYTH 3aKPHIBABIINY €r0 JIUIO0. YBUIEB, YTO OHa CMOTPUT
Ha Hero, OH CJieTKa yJIbLIOHYJICS.

— BeuepHs ceiyac 3aKOHYUTCSI, — MPOIIENTat oH. — Korga Bce y#ayT, Mbl mobecemyem.

Oxwupnanue He ObI0 HONTUM. Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT CBSIIIEHHUK IMOKUHYJT aJITaph, YHOCS KOBYET.
Marno-mmomarny 1epKoBb omycTesa. CbIIIancs IyM OTOIBUTaeMbIX CKaMeedek, YIaIsIoIXCs I1aroB.
[Tpuiien cTOpoXK MOTYIIUThL CBEUM U JIaMITy Ha XopaX. CBET 0CTaJiCsl TOIBKO B TPAHCEITE Tepey
IpeKpacHou cTaTyed cBgaToro 2KaH-baTucra, 04eBUIHO, pabOTH TOTO Ke CKYJIbIITOPa, YTO U
rpo6uutia. KapguHan mogHsICsS ¢ KOJeH U Cell, JKeCcToM Ipuriamas MapruaHHy cuenaTh To xke. OHa
3aroBopusIa rnepBas:

— 4 nmpuOkIna, KaK BH MHE 3TO IPUKA3aslH...
— Her, He mpuKa3as, — MITKO ITOIIPABUII €e KapauHall.
— 4 tonpko npocun tebsi, n60 monaraj, YTo B 9TOM TBOE cllaceHue. Thl prexana... OgHa?

— Opua! U BB IpedBHUAENN 3TO, He Tak Nu? — mobaBuia OHA C HEYJIOBUMOM ropeybio, He
YCKOJIb3HYBIIIEH, OOHAKO, OT TOHKOTO CJlyXa IIpejaTa.

— Hert. Bor MHe cBUETENb, UTO 5 IPeArnoyesn Okl yBUAETh Te0s C 4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPBIY faj Ovl Tebe
BO3MOKHOCTb BHITTOJTHUTH CBOM [IONIT ¥ OMHOBPEMEHHO YHOOBIETBOPUTH TBOIO MPUBI3aHHOCTh. HO 5
BUXKY, 4TO y TeOs He OBIIO HY JOCTATOYHO BPEMEHU, HU, BO3MOXKHO, BEIOOpa. TeM He MeHee Y MeHs
TaKOe OIIyLIeHKWEe, YTO Thl CEPOUIIbCSI Ha MEHS M3-3a IIOJI0KEHUS, B KOTOPOM OKa3aJiach?

— 4 cepXych TONMBKO Ha ce0s1, KpECTHHIM, YBepsiio Bac. CKaxkuTe TONIBbKO, BCe JIU B mopsigke? Mo
Opak...

— C anrnmuuanuHoM? Hapmexxaumm o6pa3oM pacTOprHYT, nHade Tebe He3aueM ObLIO exaTh CIofia.
MHe He cocTaBusI0 OOJIBIIOTO TPyaa JOOUTHCS pACTOPKEeHUs. BBUAY Ype3BEIYaiiHbIX 06CTOSTENBCTB,
KaCaIOIUXCS U CBATOTO OTIIA, MPHUIIOCH YIOBOJILCTBOBATHCS MaJlbiM TPUOYHAIOM, YTOOH BEIHECTH
peIIeHre 0 TBOEM ciiydae. §1 Ha 3TO ¥ PACCUUTHIBAJI, KOO B IPOTHUBHOM CJTyYae MbI HE HOOUIUCH ObI
TaKoTo OBICTPOro ycmexa!

3aTeM s yBeHOMMUJT KOHCUCTOPUIO aHTIMMCKOM 1IePKBU O PaCTOpPKeHuM O6paka ¥ Halucaa HOTapuycy,
KOTOPBIM COCTABJISII KOHTPAKT. Teneps TH cBOOOIHA!

— Ho na Takoe KopoTkoe BpeMsi! TeM He MeHee s OmarogapHa BaM. 15 MeHS 3TO BeJIndauIas
pagocTs — OBITH CBOOOIHOM OT YHU3UTEIbHEIX 1ieTiel, u 51 Oyny BeuHo Onaromaputh Bac! [Toxoxe,
KPECTHBHIN, YTO BHl CTaI BeChMa MOTYIIECTBEHHOU 0CO00i?

HecmoTps Ha crabkwiii cBeT, MapuaHHa 3aMeTH/Ia Ha HEKPaCUBOM JIHIle KapAruHala yIbOKY.

— YV MeHs HeT Apyroro MOryiiecTsa, KpoMe TOTro, 4YTO IpuxonuT oT bora, Mapransa. ['oToBa 11 TH
cenyac CIylIaTh IPOAOJIXKEHNE?

— Ia... mo KpaiiHel Mepe g CUYUTalo Tak!

CTpaHHBIM Ka3aJICsl 3TOT AMaJjor B mycToM cofope. OHU ObUIM OOHU, cuMsi 60K 0 00K Cpefu ThbMHI, Te
MHOTTIAa O0TOJIEeCK IJITaMEeHH BEICBEUYHBAJI OMWH M3 BUCSIINX Ha CTEHAX LIEEeBPOB.
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[ToueMy UMEHHO 3[IeChb, @ He B KOMHATe TOCTUHHUIIE, Kyla KapAuHall B CBOeH rpaxkmaHCKOM ofexie
MOT TTPOHUKHYTH TaK XKe JIeTKO, Kak 1 ab0aT buret, HeB3upas Ha MPUCYTCTBHE COJIAAT?

MapuraHHa CIUIITKOM XOPOIIO 3Hajla KPeCTHOT0, YTOOL HE COMHEBATHCSI B TOM, YTO OH 00yMaHHO
BBIOPAJI 3Ty 00CTAHOBKY, MOXKET OBITh, IJIST TOTO, YTOORI MPUIATH CBOETO POIA TOPKECTBEHHOCTD
CJI0BaM, KOTOPEIMU OHHM 00MEHSIOTCS. Yl BO3MOKHO, M3-3a 3TOT0 OH Ccelvac mpemacs
pasMebIIeHusaM. KapauHan 3aKphly I71a3a, CKJIOHMUI T0JI0By. MapruaHHa IoAyMaa, YT0 OH MOJIUTCS,
HO ee U3My4YeHHbIE IOPOTOM 1 OeCIIOKOMCTBOM HEPBHI ObLIM Y2Ke Ha Ipefere. He B cumax cuepxkaTh
ce0s1, OHa CyX0 IIPOPOHUIIA:

— Cnymaro Bac!
OH BcTas u, IOJI0XKUB €l PYKY Ha IJIe40, MATKO YIIPEeKHYII:

— ThI HepBHUYAEIIb, MAIIOTKA, ¥ 3TO BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO, HO BUMIIL JIM, 9TO Ha MEHS IIafieT BCS
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3@ TO, UTO IIPOU3OUMIET, U 5T 00sI3aH elrle pa3 Bce 00yMaTh... Temeps CyIlaH, HO
IIpexne BCETro 3allOMHH, 9YTO THI HE MOJIZKHa HM B YEM OIropYaTh YEJIOBEKa, KOTOprfI COGI/IpaeTCH OaThb
Tebe cBoe uMsi. Mexay BaMu OyHeT 3akiodeH coo3. OmHaKO Bbl HUKOT{Ia HE COCTABUTE
CYTIPY2KeCKOH Iaphl, ¥ KMEHHO 3TO MY4YUT MeHs, n60 ciyxkuTtemnio bora He mogo6aeT crioco0CTBOBAThH
3aK/ToYeHnio nmopo6Horo 6paka. Ho, cmenas 3To, BE OKaxkeTe B3aUMHbIE YCIyTH, u00 OH craceT Tebs
1 TBOero pebeHKa OoT OecuecTHs, a Thl Jalllb eMy CYacThe, Ha KOTOpoe 6H 60oJbllle He Hafesyics.
Brnarogaps Tebe GnaropopnHoe uMsi, 06pedeHHOE UM Ha MCYE€3HOBEHME, He yTaCHET C HUM.

— A pa3Be 3TOT 4YeJIOBEK He CI0CO0eH... UMeTh pebeHKa?
OH ciaumkoM ctap?

— Hu To, HM mpyToe, HO MPOM3BECTU ITIOTOMCTBO — BeIllb [JIST HETO HeMBICTIUMAsI, TPOCTO
yxacatomtas. OH MOTr Ok, KOHEYHO, YCHIHOBUTb KaKOTO-HUOYOb Apyroro pebeHka, HO ero
OCTaHaB/IMBAET ONlaCeHUe IPUBUTH K CTAPOMY CEMEMHOMY JIePeBY BYJIbIapHBINM POCTOK. ThI
IPUHECEITh eMy CMEIIaHHYI0 C Iy4inel KpoBbio OpaHuuy He TONBKO KPOBb UMIIEPATOPA, HO U
YyeJI0BeKa, KOTOPEIM OH BOCXHUINAETCS OOJIbIe BCeX B MUPE. 3aBTpa, MapuaHHa, Tl BEIAIEIIb 3aMyK
3a kHA34 Koppapmo CaHT'AHHa...

3a0nBIB, TIe OHa HAaXOOWUTCs, MapuaHHa BCKPUKHYIIA.

— OH? YenoBek, KOTOPOr0 HAKTO ¥ HAKOTOA He BUAOEN?

JIumo KapguHaia oKaMeHeso. B CUHUX I'/Ta3ax CBEPKHYJIA MOJTHUH.
— OTkyma TH 3Haemb? Kto ropopun Tebe o HeM?

B HECKONIbKUX CJTOBaxX OHA OIKCasa CIleHy, HEBOIbHOU CBUIETENbHUIIEN KOTOPOU OHa Oblla B
TOCTHHMIIE. 3aKOHYMB PaccKas, OHa Jmo0aBuia:

— T'oBOPST, YTO OH MOPaXkKeH yKaCHOM 00JIE3HBIO M M3-3a 3TOT0 TaK TIIATEIbHO CKPHIBAETCS, TOBOPST
maxe, 4TO OH 6e3yMeH.

— HukoMy HUKOTIa He yIaBalioCh CKOBATh S3BIK JII0ofel, a TeM Oojiee ux BooOpaxkenue. Het, oH He
6e3yMeH. UTo KacaeTcsi MPUUUHEL €T0 10OPOBOJILHOTO 3aTBOPHHUYECTBA, S He BIIPaBe PACKPHITh ee
tebe. OTo ero TaiiHa. Bo3M0OXHO, OH OTKPOET ee Tebe Korfa-HuOynb, €CIIU COYTET HY2KHBEIM, HO 3TO
MeHs CHUJIbHO yauBuUiIO0 Obl! 3Hal TOIBKO, UTO UM ABUXKYT MOOYKIEHUS, HE IPOCTO NOCTOMHEBIE
yBazKeHHs, HO 0YeHb 0IaTrOPOMHEIE.
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— OpHAaKOo... eCIId MBI OJIXKHEL OyIeM 3aK/II0YKTh COI03, s II0 MEHbIeH Mepe 00s3aHa YBUAETh ero!
B ronoce MapuaHHE IIPO3By4Yalia HafleKaa, HO KapOuHall ToKavyas TOJI0BOH.

— MHe He cnefoBao 3a0bIBaTh, YTO KEHCKOe JTI000IBITCTBO HeTpeoOopuMo. Crylaii BHUMATEBHO,
MapuaHHa, 4TOOH g G0Jbille He TOBTOPsA. Mexnay ToOoit u Koppago CaHT'AHHa 3aK/I04aeTcs
coryalleHue, Bpofe TOro, YTO UMeJio MecTo Mexny HaMu. OH faeT Tebe CBOoe UMS U IPU3HAeT cels
OTLIOM TBOEro pefeHKa, KOTOPHIM OOHAXK/El CTAHET HaCJIeMHUKOM eTr0 COCTOSIHUS ¥ TUTYJIOB, HO,
BEPOSITHO, Thl HUKOT/Ia HE YBUOUILE €0 JIUI0, faXke BO BpeMsl OpaKoCcOoYeTaHUs.

— Ho B KOHIle KOHII0B, — BOCKJIMKHYJIa MapuaHHa, pa3apaxeHHas 9TOU TalHOU, B KOTOPOU
KapouHas, II0X0Xe, HaXOOWuJ YI0BOJIbCTBUE, — Bl 3HaeTe ero? Brl ero Bupenu? YTo OH CKpHIBaeT?
MoxeT ObITh, 9TO YYHOBHUIIHLIN YPOy?

— K yeMmy rpomkue cnoBa! [IeiCTBUTENBHO, S 4aCTO BUIE ero. f gaxe 3HaK0 €ro ¢ caMoro
POXKOeHMs, CTaBIIEro yKacHou apaMou. Ho s KJssncs 4ecThio U Ha EBaHrenuu HUKOTAa He
PacKpBIBaTh HUYETO, KACAIOIIErocs ero 0COOHL.

Bor cBugeTeh, OOHAKO, YTO ST MHOTOE OT/aJ OBl Paji TOTO, YTOOKI BRI CMOTJIH Cpefb Oeja OHS CTaTh
HACTOSILIMMU CyIpyraMu, u60 s peOKO BCTpedas JIIOfel ¢ TaKUMU JOCTOMHCTBAMH, KakK y Hero. Ho
IIPU HACTOSIIEM I0JIOKEeHUH Oel S CYMTA0, YTO B BAlIUX 000IOIHBIX HHTEPeCAX 3aK/IIOUUTh JIyYIle
TakKo¥ Opax... COI03 ABYX, B HEKOTOPOM pofe Tepmsiux Oenctere. YTo KacaeTcs: Tebsi, TO B3aMeH
TOT0, YTO OH TeOe JacT, n00 THI CTAHeIllb OYeHb BaXKHOHN JaMoOH, TeOe HAJJIeXKUT XKUTh C YECTHIO U
TIOPSIIOYHOCTRIO ¥ YBAXKaTh 9TOT POM, YbH KOPHU YXOIAT B PEBHOCTh U C KOTOPHIM ITOPOMHUIIACH Ta,
YTO CIIUT B 3TOM I'POOHUIIE.

['oToBa TH K 3TOMY? [IoTOMY YTO, IIOWMM MEHS IIPABUJIBHO, ECJIH ThHI UILEIIb TOJIBKO YI0OHOe
IPUKPHITHE, YTOOH BeCTU 0€33a00THYIO XKU3HBb B 00BATHUAX KaKOT0-HUOYIb MyKYKHEI, Tebe nydlie
0TKa3aThCs U MMOKMCKATh Opyroro. He 3abrIBaii, 4To 5 mpeparaio Tebe He cYacThe, a JOCTOMHCTBO U
YeCTh YeJjI0BeKa, KOTOPOro HUKOTa He OyIeT psmoM ¢ ToOO#H, YTOOB UX 3alIUTUTh, 1 CBOOOMHYIO OT
BCSIKMX MaTepPHUaJIbHBIX 3a00T Ku3Hb. OOQHUM CJIOBOM, S 0XKHUMAI0, YTO TH Oyelb BeCTu ce0s OTHHIHE
COOTBETCTBEHHO TBOEMY ITPOUCXOKMEHUIO U 00BIYasiM TBOEro cocioBusi. OMHAKO THI ellle MOXKeIlh
0TKa3aThCs, €CIIH YCIOBUS KaXyTCS Tebe CIUIIKOM TSKeILIMU. B TBOEM pacnopsKeHUU NeCITh
MUHYT, YTOOBI CKa3aTh MHE, XOYEIlTh I TH 0CTaThCs NeBuiiel Mapuen-CTaion unm xe cTaTh
KHAruHeu CaHT'AHHA...

OH XOTeJI OTOWTH, YTOOB OCTABUTh €€ HaeduHe I Pa3MHLIIUIeHHH, HO OXBaueHHas BHE3aIMHON
TTaHUKOM MapuaHHa yfaepzkKaia ero 3a pyky.

— E1mie ofHO CJI0BO, KPECTHEIN, YMOJISIO Bac. [IodMuUTe, 4eM I MeHs SIBJISIeTCS pelleHue, KOTopoe
Hano mpuHATH! 51 3Hal0, BCerna 3Haja, YTO JOYepH 3HATHOTO poja He mogobaeT o0CyXKaaTh
M30paHHEIN ee POOUTENISIMU COI03, HO IPU3HANTE, YTO Ha 3TOT Pa3 00CTOSATEIHCTBA
UCKITIOYUTEIIbHEIE.

— CornaceH. OgHako s gyMalo, 4To yXKe He 0 4YeM CIIOPUTE.

— ITa Het! 4 He coOupaCh CIIOPUTD. {1 MOTHOCTHIO MOBEPSIO BaM U JIt00ITI0, Kak jTro0uita O oTia. 5
TOJIBKO XOYY ITIOJTHOM SICHOCTH. BBI CKa3au, YTO OTHBEIHE 5 JOJIXKHA OYOY KUTh 10 3aKOHAM
CaHT'AHHa, IOYXUTATh UM, KOTOpoe OyOy HOCHUTS.

— B ueM xKe meno0? — CTPOro CIIPOCHUI KapauHal. — BOT yK He 0XKHKOasl YCIIbIATh OT Te6s mom0o0HbIH
BOIIPOC...
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— 91 He TpPaBUIBHO BEIPA3uUJIach, — MPOCTOHaNa MapuaHHa. — [IpyTUMU CJTIOBaMU: KaKOW CTAHET MOS
JKM3Hb C MOMEHTA, KOTfIa S CTaHy KeHOoM KHA3s? [[omKHa 1 s OyOy KUTh B €ro JoMe, TI0f ero
KPBIILEX. ..

— 4 yxe roBopui, 4To HET. Thl CMOXKeIb XKUTh TaM, rae Tebe MOHPABUTCS: Y cebs B 0COOHSIKE
n'AccenbHa Uy e yrogHo. Eciu y Te6s MOSBUTCS XKeJlaHue, Thl MOZKEIITh BOCIIOIb30BaThCS JTFOOBIM
u3 Binafgenust Cant'AHHa, OyOb TO BUJIJIa, KOTOPYIO TH YBUAHUIIE 3aBTPa, UK NIPUHAMJIEKAllle eMy
nBopifel B BeHeruu u ®nopenunu. Tol Oygelb IOTHOCTbI0 CBOOOAHOM, U yrpaBsaiomuii CanT AHHa
1103a00TUTCS, YTOOBI TBOSI JKM3Hb HE TOIBKO U30aBUIach OT MaTepUaIbHEIX 3a00T, HO U OBINa
POCKOIIIHOM, KaK 3TO HaJJIeKUT XKEHIIIMHE TBOEro paHra. TONbKO HUKaKUX CKaHOAJI0B, HUKaKUX
MHMOJIETHHIX CBsI3eM, HUKAKUX.

— — O KkpecTHBHII! — BCKpUUasa yda3BlleHHass MapuanHa. — { HUKOT[a He faBajla BaM II0BOJa
[Ipefroararh, YTo s MOT'Y I1aCTh Tak HU3KO, 4YTO...

— ITpocTu MeHs, 5T He TO XOTeJI CKa3aTh U TaKxXKe He ITPaBUIIbHO BRIpA3uiIcs. f Bce elle gyman o0
aMIIIya MeBUIlLl, BLIOPAaHHOM TOGOM, ¥ 0 BO3MOXKHEIX, HEBEJOMEIX Te0€e OIACHOCTSIX, CBI3aHHBIX C
HUM. f 3HAI0 MPeKpPacHO, YTO THI JIFOOUIIb ¥ KOTo JIo0uIs! Y s He mMpocTo coxKaleio 0 BEIOOpe TBOEro
cepala, — s He MOT'y 3a0bITh, UTO er0 u30paHHUK 0071alaeT CIUIIKOM OOJIBIION BIACThIO, YTOOH He
IPUBECTHU TEOS OMSATH K HEMY, KOTIa OH 3TOT0 MmoXkeyaeT. Y Tebs HET Cui O0POTHCS C HUM U C CaMO
coboii. Ho, muTst Moe, eIMHCTBEHHOE, 0 YeM s TeOs IPOIIy, 3TO BCeraa MOMHUTL 00 UMEeHH, KOTOPoe
TBI OyHelh HOCUTh, U COOTBETCTBEHHO BECTH Ce0sI.

Hukorpa He mocTymait Tak, YTOOH TBOM... Balll pe6EHOK OTHBIHE KOTHa-HUOYIb CMOT YIIPEKHYTh TeO0s.
Brpouewm, 51 Bepio, YTO Ha TeOs MOXKHO TOJIOXKUTHCS. TH Bcera Oblyia MOel BO3/00IEHHOM JOYephIo.
[TpocTto Tebe He moBe3710. Temeps s 0CTaBIAI0 TEOS TOAYMATh.

Cka3saB 3T0, KapouHaJl 0TOllIesI Ha HECKOJIBKO 1IaroB U IIPEKJIOHUTI KOJIEHU Iepef cTaTyed CBATOro
2Kana, octaBuB MapuaHHy y rpoOHuUIEL. OHa HEMPOU3BOILHO ITOBEPHYIACh K HEM, CJIOBHO
0XKHJaeMbIi KapAXHAJIOM OTBET MOT CJIETETh C 3TUX MPaMOPHBIX YCT. 2KUTh C JOCTOUHCTBOM... U C
NOCTOUHCTBOM yMePETh, BOT K YeMy, HECOMHEHHO, CBeJlach KU3Hb TOM, YTO IIOKOUJIAcCh 3gecs! 1
DOCTOMHCTBO OBLIO TaK BO3HArpaXmeHo!

Brnpouem, MapraHHa BIIOJIHE OTKPOBEHHO NIpU3HAaa, YTO Y Hee HeT 0C000 TATH K IPUKTIOUEHHUIM,
10 KpaliHeX Mepe MogoOHBIM TEM, UTO OHA MEepexkuila, ¥ He MOTIa ©30aBUTHCS OT MBICIIH, YTO €CITH
OBl BCe TIOIIIO MO-APYroMy u oco0eHHO ecnu Ov1 OpaHcuc Ben cebs MHaye, OHa B 9TO K€ CaMOoe BpeMst
JKuta Obl CTIOKOMHO U C JOCTOMHCTBOM CPefy BeJIudeCTBEHHOU pockomu CenToH — Xoa.

OHa 0CTOPOKHO MOJI0XKHUIIAa PYKY Ha U3BasgHUE, U XOJI0[ MpaMopa IpoHu3a ee. To nu eu
TIOYYAUIOCH, TO JIM B CAMOM [ieJie Ha TOHKOM JIHIle C 3aKPHITBIMU T'Jla3aMHU, TaKOM 6e3MITeKHO
CIIOKOMHOM HaJ BEICOKMM BOPOTHHUKOM, IPOMEJIbKHYJIA JIerKas yas0Ka.

MoxeT ObITh, MOJIOfIas JKEHIIMHA MTbITalach U3-3a I0pora CMepTU IPHUOOOOPUTH CBOIO XKUBYIITYIO
cecTpy?

» {1 cxoxXy ¢ yMa! — BOJIHysICh, ToayMaia MapuanHa. — YV MeHd yXkKe HauuHaOTCA Bufgenus! Hamo
KOHYATh C 3TUM!..«

Pe3K0 moBepHYBUIUCH CIIMHOM K CTaTye, OHa IOMOIIa K KPeCTHOMY, KOTOPBIHM MOJIUJICS, CIPSITaB
JIUI0 B PyKaX, ¥ OTUETINBO 3asgBUIA:

— 4 roToBa. 3aBTpa g CO4YETalOCh C KHI3€EM.
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He rngpgs Ha Hee, Jaxe He IIOBEPHYBIIKMCH, OH IIPOIIEIITAJI, IIOOHSAB I''Ta3ad K JIUKY Cesaroro 2KaHa:

— Xoporuro. Tenepsb Bo3Bpaiancs K cebe. 3aBTpa B IOJIAEHD THl IIOKKWHEIb TOCTUHUILY, CAellb B
KapeTy ¥ NpHKaxellb Kyduepy exaTs 110 gopore K JIyKKCKUM KyTalbHAIM, HaXOOSIIAMCS B Y4ETEIPEX —
IISITH JIbe OTCI0fa. ITO HUKOTO He YOUBUT, pa3 THI IIpUexaia Clofia Ha BOABI, HO TH He Joefellb A0
KOHIIa. [I[puMepHO B OMHOM JIb€ OT T'OpPOfia THl YBUIHUIIIL OKOJIO IOPOTH HEeBGOJbIIYI0 YacoBHIO. A Oymy
XKpaaTh Te0s1 TaM. Tereps UAHU.

— A BBl OoCcTaeTrecs? 31ech TaK TEMHO U XOJIOTHO.
— 4 XKuBy 37€Ch, CTOPOXK — BepHHIH uste... gpyr! Uou ¢ MupoMm, MasioTKa, ¥ fa xpaHut Tebs bor!

E# BOpyr moka3anock, YTO Y HEro0 OYEeHb YCTalblid BUM U B TO K€ BpeMs, YTO OH C HeTepIeHUEM
0XKHAaeT ee yxoma. bpocuB nociemHul TPYCTHHIM B3I Ha cTaTyo WUnapuu, MapuanHa
HallpaBUJIacCh K BHIXOAY, 3aHsATasl HOBOU MEICIIbIO. KpeCTHEBIN IIpofoiKail yAuBIATE ee. Kakoe Ci10BO
XOTeJI OH IIPOU3HECTH, YIIOMIHYB 0 cTopoxke? UsneH? Ho usieH yero? He 3HA4YUT /1K 3TO, 4YTO KHA3b
LlepkBu, pUMCKUM KapOuHa, IPUHAAJIEXKUT K KakKou-10 cekTe? Ho B TakoM ciydae K Kakou? BoT u
HOBAs 3arajika, KOTOPOM, MOXKeT OBITh, JTy4llle He KacaThCs. MapraHHa ITOYYBCTBOBala ce0st Takou
YTOMJIEHHOU OT BCEX 9TUX BTOPralOIIUXCs B ee XKU3Hb TauH!

[Tocre 3amaxa OCTBIBIIETO BOCKA ¥ CHIPEIX KAMHEH coOopa HOYHOM BO3AYX ITOKA3aJICs eH
BOCXUTHUTENIBHEIM. ApoMaT ero Obl7T TaKUM HexXHBIM! A He6o Takoe mpekpacHoe! OHa ¢ yIUBIIeHHEM
oOHapykKHuJa, YTO TEIeph, KOTMa pelleHre IIPUHSATO, BCe ee BOIHEHUE yIeTy4usock. OHa Oblia MoYTH
CYaCT/IMBA, YTO COTJIACUIACh Ha 3TOT CTPaHHHIM OpakK. be3ycnoBHO, Ok10 Ok Oe3ymMueM
OTKa3BIBaThCS OT COI03a, 00eCIeYnBaBIIero el XK1U3Hb, CO00Pa3HyI0 ee BKycaM U IIPOUCXOKAEHHUIO,
IIPEOCTABIISAS €1 MOTHYI0 CAMOCTOSITEIbHOCTD TIPU €IUHCTBEHHOM YCIIOBUU — JTOCTOWHO HOCUTD UMSI
Cant'AnHal

Iaxxe BEI3BaHHHIA BOOOpaKeHWeM 00pa3 S30Ha He BO3MYTHIT HOBOE [JIs1 Hee CIIOKOHCTBHE. IITaThCs
HaWTH CITaCeHue C ero MOMOIIbIo OblII0, KOHeYHO, omunbkoi. Cynbp0a BeiOpasia 3a Hee, U, MOXKET OBITb,
Tak Jaxe ¥ jaydine. ENMHCTBEHHBIN, KOTO €1 BO BCEX OTHOLIEHUAX He XBaTajlo, — 3TO MUJIEUIIET0
Apkanuyca. Korga oH psimoM, Bce cpa3y CTaHOBUTCS MPOIIe U ITOHSITHEE.

B To BpeMs Kak OHa IlepeceKalla MJollanb, Telephb yKe COBCEM TEMHYIO, ee ITopa3uya THIINHA
BOKpPYT. He crnbiitHO OB1IO HU MaJlelInero myMa. B Bo3oyxe He 3By4ana 6osblie 11000BHAS TECHS...
BOKDYT 3aTaujach HOUb, TOMUTEJIbHEIM MpakK KOTOPOU NpefBelia HeBeJOMbIe UCIIEITAHUS
3aBTPAIIHETO THS.

HesonvHas gqpoxs oxBaTula MapuaHHY.
I'mara II. TOJIOC U3 3EPKAJIA

Korpga ee KapeTa Impoexajia BeTHUeCTBEHHBIE, YKpallleHHEIe Tep6aMu peleTyaThie BOPOTa,
(haHTaCTUUYECKHUM YEPHO-30JI0TEHIM KPY2KeBOM 3aMbIKaBIIINE BEICOKME CTEHB, MapruaHHa OLIyTHIa, 4TO
BCTyIIaeT B HOBBIA MUD, OXpPaHsIeMbIl KaMEeHHBIMU CTpakaMy Ha NUIACTPax y BXofa: OOUH
BOOPYKEHHBIM HATSIHYTHIM JTYKOM, APYTOM — IMOOHSTHIM KOIIbEM, CJIOBHO YI'POXKABIIUMHU KaXKAOMY,
KTO OCMEJIUTCS MTePeCTyIUTh I0opor. BopoTa Kak 1Mo BoIe6CTBY PaCKPHIIN CBOM CTBOPKH ITepef
JIOMIAAbMHU, HO HU OJHOTO OXPAaHHUKA, HU OMHOM U3 co0aK, TaK HaIMyTaBIINX oduiiepa xKaHOapMepHH,
He Obl10 BUAHO. Hu equuoM gymu! STOT BXOH HauMHAJ AJIMHHYIO, IIOCHIIAHHYIO ITIECKOM alljielo,
00CaXeHHYI0 BLICOKMMU TEMHBIMU KUIIapUCaMHU BIIEPEMEXKKY C TMMOHHBIMU [IePEBbIMHU B KAMEHHBIX
Ba3ax, 6e3MATeXKHYI0 IePCIEKTHBY KOTOPOM 3aBeplllaiv UCKPSIINECS Cy/lITaHbl OuBIIel n3 6acceiiHa
BOJIHI.
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[To Mepe TOTO Kak KapeTa KaTuiach 110 NECKY ajijiey, 10 CTOPOHaM OTKPBIBaJl CBOU IIPeJIeCTH
POMaHTUYECKUU MTapK, HaCeJIeHHBIU CTaTysIMU, TUTAaHTCKAMU JePEBbIMHU, aXKyPHBIMU KOJIOHHaJaMu,
OpbI3KyUMMU (POHTAaHAMU: CBOe0OPa3HbIM MUD XKUBOM M HEKHUBOM IIPUPOMHI, THle Boa Ka3anach
BJIACTEJIMHOM, a IIBETHI OTCYTCTBOBaU. OXxBaueHHAs HEIIOHSITHOM 060s3HbI0, MapraHHa
OTJIsigbIBajiach, 3aTauB AbIXaHUE, C TAKUM YyBCTBOM, CJIIOBHO CaMO BPeMSsI OCTaHOBUIIOCH... Ha
MUIOBUIOHOM NHIle AraThl, CUOEBIIEN IPOTUB Hee, 3aMePII0 BhIpaXkeHue SBHOTO CTpaxa.

TonbKO OTPYKEHHOT'0 B CBOM MBIC/IM CUASIIETO0 B YTy KapAnHasa, Ka3anoch, He BOJTHOBAJa
CTpaHHAas IeMsIas TPyCTh, HAMOMHIBINASA TOMeCThe. [[axke COJHIIe, CUSIBIIEE TIPY BHIE3MIE U3
JIyKKH, BC4e3710 3a cj10eM OeIbix 0071aK0B, OTKYyHa MpoOuBaIuCh PACCesSHHEIE IyYU CBETa.
ATtMocdepa cTasna THETYIeH, He CIIBIIIAI0Ch TeHUs ITUI], HUKAKOW LTyM, KpoMe IIe4aIbHOT0
JKyp4yaHUS BOMOBI, HE HapyIllaa TUIIUHY. B KapeTe Bce Mom4any, fa ¥ ['pakx Ha CBOeM CufieHbe 3a0bl,
YTO MOKHO IIeTh UJIM CBUCTETH, KaK OH IIPUBLIK 3TO [ie/iaTh BO BpeMs 6eCKOHEYHOT0 MY TH.

BepnuHa moBepHyia, lepecekya polly TMTaHTCKUX TY# U BhleXaja Ha OTKPBITOe MecTo. B KoHIle
IJIMHHOTO 3€JIEHOTO KOBpA, Te B3bIOMINChE MpaMOPHEIE JIOIIaAy ¥ POCKOIIHEIE CBSAIIeHHEIE
TIaBJIMHBI PACITyLIUIK O€JTI0CHEeXKHEIE TTePhsi, Ha TOIy00BaTOM (GoHE HaTeKuX TOCKAHCKUX XOJIMOB
CTOSII 3aMOK, OTpazas B 3epKaJjie IIpyda CBOe CIIOKOMHOe BeIuYre. YBeHUaHHbEIe OanioCcTpafon
Oeble CTEHBI, BHICOKHE CHUSIONINE OKHA OOJIBIION JOMKUK CO CTAaTYSIMU Ha KOJIOHHAX, OTJIMBAIOIIHH
CTaphIM 30JI0TOM KYTIOJ IIeHTPaIbHOM YaCcTH C KOHBKOM B BHJIe BCAJHHUKA Ha €UHOPOTE,
IIPEeCTaBISABIINE XKUIUIIE TAMHCTBEHHOT'O KHS35 B CTUJIE MPUITPABIEHHOTO IBIITHEIM 0apOKKO
no3xuHero PeHeccaHnca, Ka3anuch BOSHUKIIMMU U3 CKa3KH.

Bricokue iepeBbsi, OKaMMIISBILINE CO BCEX CTOPOH JIy2KaWKy U NPy, IPepPhIBaIUCh IIUPOKUMHU
IIporajiMHaMu, e COJTHEeYHbIe IyYU OCBEINaay HeXKHYI0 3eJIeHb U TyMaHHYI0 O0e/li3Hy, BpeMeHaMu
OTKpPHIBasI B30PY M3SIIECTBO KOJIOHHAIL UITA OYPIISIINUYA BOOMIAI,.

Kpaem ria3a KapguHa Cliefusl 3a peakiiueit Mapuauusl. C pacCIIMPHUBITUMUCS TJIa3aMU U
IIOJIyOTKPBITHIM PTOM, OHA, Ka3aJIoCh, BIUTHIBAIA BceMu (pubpamu AyIy MpeiecTb 3TOT0
O04YapoBaTENILHOTO ITOMeCThs. KapauHan yaslOHYyICS.

— Ecnu te6e HpaButcs Villa dei Cavalli, Tonbko 0T Te6s1 3aBUCUT OCTaBaThCS 3[I€Ch CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO
IIOHPABUTCH, ..XOTh HaBcerma!l

OcTtaBuB 0€3 BHUMaHUS IPIMOM HaMeK, MapruaHHa yIWBUIACk:
— Villa dei Cavalli! [Toguemy?

— OTO MeCTHBIE HapeKiu ee Tak:» [loM mnormanel «. OHM X03s5€eBa 3[eCh, HacTosre Koponu. Ha
IpOTs2KeHuU Oonee AByX BeKOB CaHT'AHHA BlIagel0T KOHHBIM 3aBOIOM, KOTOPHIY, 063 COMHEHMUS,
uMeJl OBl TaKyI0 e U3BECTHOCTh, KaK M 3HAMEHHUThIe KOHIOIITHYU TepIiora MaHTyaHCKOI0, eciii Okl eTo
IPOAYKIMS BHIXOAMIIa HapyxKy. Ho 3a UCK/II0YeHNEM TIBIIHBIX TOAAapPKOB, KHA3bA CaHT' AHHA HUKOT A
HEe PAaCCTAITCS CO CBOMMH JKHUBOTHEIMH.

[Mornsou...

Onu mpubnmuxkanuch K gomy. C mpaBoi CTOPOHE MapuaHHa 3aMeTuIa APYroi BomoeM, I1ie Bofa Oumna
13 MOPCKOU pakoBUHEL. HeMHOro fgasbiie, MeXay OBYMs KOJIOHHaMU, BO3MOXKHO YKa3blBaBLIIUMU
[OPOTy K KOHIOIIHAM, CTOSIJI MyK4YWHa, IepKa [I0f Y3ALbl TPEX BEIUKOJIENHEIX JIOMIafel CHEXKHON
Oenu3Hbl, Ka3aBUINXCS C UX Pa3BeBAIOIIUMUCS I'PUBaMU U JIUHHEIMYU CyJITaHaMU XBOCTOB MOLENISIMU
71 yKpalllaBUINX IapK cKynenTyp. C caMoro paHHero feTcTBa MapuaHHa no0una nomaneid. OHa
mobuna ux 3a Kpacoty. OHa IIOHMMasla UX Jiy4lle, 4eM J11000e 4eI0BedyeCcKoe CYIIeCTBO, U Y CaMbIX
IIyTJIMBBIX U3 HUX OHa HUKOI'TA He BEI3BIBajla CTpaxa, Jaxke HaobopoT. ATy CTpacTh OHA yHaclenoBasa
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OT TETKHU JJIIUC, KOTOPas [0 CHENaBIIEero ee XpOMOM HECYACTHOTO CiTy4as Oblyla 3aMedaTeTbHOU
Hae3mHuIeH. TpoiiKa CTOSIBUINX TaM IIPEKPaCHHIX JIOIIafed MoKa3aiach e CaMbIM TeIlIbIM
IPYKECKUM ITPUBETOM.

— OHHU BOCXUTUTEINBHE], — B3OOXHYJIA OHA. — Ho xakK OHM OTHOCSATCS K HEeBUOUMOMY XOSHHHY?

— [l HUX OH SIB/ISIETCS PeasibHOCTBIO, — CyX0 000pBajl KapAuHajl. — B CyIIHOCTH, efMHCTBEHHAS
3eMHas pagocTs Ay CaHT'AHHA — 3TO OHU. Ho MBI ipuexanu.

Omnucas rpalliO3HYI0 OYTY, OTHaBaBIIYI0 YeCTh MacTepcTBy ['pakxa, KapeTa 0CTaHOBUIACH IIE€PEf
O0JBIIION MPaMOPHOM JIeCTHUIIEH C JBOMHBIMYM MapIlllaMy, Ha KOTOPOM BEICTPOUJIACH ABOPIIOBAS
yensagb. MapuaHHa yBUela BHYIIUTEIBHYIO IIEPEHTY JaKeeB B 0€J10M C 30JI0TOM, B HallyAPEeHHBIX
napuKax, IOOYepPKUBAIOIINX TEMHYI0 KOXKY I0KaH U HEIOJBUXKHOCTh UX Tull. Ha BenylieM B TOIXKUI0
KPBUIbIIE OKHUAAIU TPOe B YEPHOM: Ccefasi JKeHIINHa, Yell CTPOTUM TyaneT 0KHUBIISIICS OeJlbiM
BOPOTHUKOM M BUCSILIMMHU Ha MOsICEe 30JI0THIMU KJIF0UaMU, HEOIIPeeIeHHOT0 BO3pacTa CBSIIEHHUK,
JIBICBIY U TIIEMYILIHBIN, ¥ BRICOKHMHM, KPEIKUHM My>XK4YKHa B IPOCTOM, HO 6€3yIIPeYHOM KOCTIOME, C
JIUIIOM PUMJITHUHA U TYCTOM 4epHOU, mocepeOpeHHOM BpeMeHeM IeBeTiopoi. Bce B 3ToM mocnegHeM
TOBOPUJIO O KPECThSIHCKOM IIPOMCX0KIEHNY, HEKOM Tpy0oii cujle, KOTOPYI0 MOXET AaTh TOIBKO
3eMIId.

— KTo0 oHM? — B3BOJTHOBAHHO IIpolemnTana MapuaHHa, B TO BpeMs KakK [BOE CIIYT OTKPBUIN ABEPLY U
OTIYCTHUJIU ITOIHOXKKY.

— IouHa JIaBUHUS, yKe HECKOJIBKO lecATUNneTu 6eccMenHas 9KoHoMKa y CaHT'AHHa. OHa u3
o0egHeBIIMX ABOPSH. IMeHHO oHa BocnuTana Koppago. OTell AMyHOH — ero KameiiaH. YTo
KacaeTcd MaTTeo [lamMmuaHu, TO OH OOHOBPEMEHHO U YIIPABJIAIOIINY, U CeKpeTaphb KHa34. Teneps
CIIyCKaWCs ¥ MMOMHH TOJIbKO O CBOEM MPOMCX0XKaeHuu. Mapus-CTanna yMmepsa... HaBceraa.

Kak Bo cHe, MapuaHHa cTymnusa Ha 3eMy0. Kak BO CHe, C TJla3aMM, YCTPEeMJIEHHBIMUA Ha TeX, KTO
BBEPXY CKJIOHUJICS B HU3KOM ITOKJIOHE, OHA MOAHSIACh 10 MPaMOPHBIM CTYIIEeHbKaM MeXKy ABOMHBIM
PSOOM OKaMeHEBIIUX CIIYT, IOoAAepXKruBaeMas CTaBIlleld BHEe3allHO BIaCTHOM PYKOU ee KPeCTHOTO.
[To3agu Hee CHBIIANIOCH yYallleHHOE ObIxaHue AraThl. [IporisiHyBIlee COJHIE I'PeJio He CUIBHO,
OJHaKO MapuaHHe 10YeMy-TO BAPYT CTal0 TYIIHO.

E#l 3ax0Tenocer pacmyCTUTh 3aBsA3KU IIallla, 3aTPYLAHSABILET0 AbIXaHKWe, HO OHa He pemmiack. OHa
ellBa CIblllIana, KaK ee NPefCcTaBiIsiyl KPeCTHHIY, 3aTEM CJI0Ba IPUBETCTBUS SKOHOMKY,
CKJIOHHUBIIENCSI B TAKOM I'TyOOKOM peBepaHce, CJIOBHO HOBOIIPHUOLIBIIas Oblia 10 MEeHbILIeH Mepe
KoponeBou. Eil moKa3anocs, 4To ee Tejlo BAPYT IPEBPATUIIOCh B KAKOU-TO CTPaHHBIM MexaHu3M. Ee
BOJISI He IPUHMMaJa HUKAKOI0 y4aCTUs B er0 YUCTO aBTOMAaTU4YeCKUX fercTBUugX. OHa CJI0BHO CO
CTOPOHEI CIIbIIIIAJIA CBOM CJIOBa 6J1arofapHOCTY Ha IIPUBETCTBUSA Kalle/lylaHa U NOHHH JlaBuHUM. A
cekpeTapb OyKBaJIbHO TUITHOTU3UPOBas ee. OH ToXKe NelCTBOBal Kak aBToMar. Ero cypoBkle
OecIiBeTHEHIE TJ1a3a HE OTPHIBAJIUCH OT uila MapuaHHbl. OHU CJIOBHO IIPOIIYIIBIBAIN KakIyi0 ero
YepTOUKY B [TI0MCKaX OTBeTa Ha BOIIPOC, U3BECTHHEIU eMy ogHOMY. M1 MapuaHHa Morja IOKJISICThCS,
YTO B 9TOM OecIoIagHOM B3TJIsAfe OUTyIanach Kakas-To 60s3Hb.

Ona He omuOnach B CBOEM IPEATIONI0KEHNN: MoJluaHe MaTTeo, TATOCTHOE U ION03PUTENIbHOE,
comepzkao yrpo3y. BriosiHe eCTeCTBEHHO, UTO OH HE MOT C OTKPBITOM AYIIOM BCTPETUTH MOSIBIEHUE
9TOU yyxkKecTpaHKU. MU MapuaHHa C epBOro B3rjigAa I04YyBCTBOBala B HEM Bpara.

CoBceM gpyruM OvLIO OBeHeHue NOHHH JlaBuHuu. Ee scHOe, HeCMOTPS Ha HEONPOBEPKUMEIE CIIeMIBI
OBLTBEIX CTPAJAHUM, TUII0 U3JTyYasio TONbKO HEKHOCTh U JOOPOTY, B3TJISIT TEMHBIX I'/1a3 OB IIOJIOH
BocxuiieHus. CrenaB peBepaHC, OHa Iolle/ioBajia pyKy MapuaHHe U IpollernTana:
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— Bynp 6nmarocimoBen ['ocnofib, JapyoLUMid HaM TaKyl0 MPEKPaACHYI0 KHATUHIO!

YTo KacaeTcs OTija AMyHOH, TO TIPY €T0 0YeHb 61aropoiHOM OCAHKE OH SIBHO HE CTPEMHUJICS
TIPOM3BECTHU BIleUaTIeHue, U MapruaHHa cpa3y 3aMeTHJa 3TO 10 eT0 CKOPOTOBOPKE CKBO3b 3YOHI,
COBEPIIEHHO HETIOHITHON U pa3fpaxalolieii. BMecTe ¢ TeM OH mocian MOJIOfOM XKEeHIIUHE TaKyIo
CUSIOLIYIO, TaKyI0 IIPOCTOAYIIHYIO YIIBIOKY, OH ObIJT 3aMEeTHO Pafi BUETh €€, UTO OHA CIipocusia cebs,
He OBLJI JIX OH, CITy4alHO, CTApEIM 3HAKOMBIM, 0 KOTOPOM OHA 3a0klIa.

— 41 TpoBOXKY BacC B Balllid allapTaMEeHTHI, Ballle CUSITEJIbCTBO, — TEIJIO CKa3ajla 3KOHOMKa. — MartTeo
3alIMeTCs ero MUJIOCTHIO.

MapuaHHa yIeIOHYTack, 3aTEM IOKMCKasla B3TIs KPeCTHOTO.
— Wmu, MamioTKa, — ITOCOBETOBAJ TOT, — ¥ OTHOXHH.
BeuepoM mepeq iepeMoHHRER 1 3aiy 3a ToOOH, YTOOH KHSI3b CMOT YBUIETH TEOS.

Mornya, yoepaB pBYLIXNCSA U3 YCT BOIPOC, MapuaHHa nocienosaia 3a qoHHOU JlaBuHuen. OHa
OyKBaJIbHO Cropasia OT JI00O0MBITCTBA, KAaKOTO ellle HUKOTHAa He UCIIbIThIBaja, OT BCETOTIIOMA0IIETr0
JXKeJlaHus YBUETh HEBEJOMOI'0 KH35, X035IMHaA 9TOr0 ITIOMeCThs, LOBENEHHOr0 10 'PaHu PealbHOCTU
Y 0XpaHSeMOr0 CKa30YHEIMU XUBOTHEIMU. KHA3B x0ueT BuneTh ee! [loueMy Ke OHa He YBUOUT €ro?
Heyxenu ero mpepmnonaraemMasi 6071e3Hb HaCTOJIBKO y2KacHa U OMacHa, YTO ed Hellb3s MPUOIuKaThCS
K HeMmy? Ee B3rJI1I 0CTaHOBUJICS Ha IPSIMOM CIIMHE 9KOHOMKH, LIeflIell BIepeayu Hee MO JIeTKUuu
IIIOPOX IIeJIKa ¥ MeJIOOUYHOe M03BIKKuBaHue Kitodel. Kak 9To cka3an ['oTwe pe [llazei? OHa
BocriuTasna Koppano CauT'AHHA? be3 coMHeHUs1, HUKTO He 3HaeT ero jydllle ee, a OHa Ka3ajach
TaKOU CUACT/IMBOY IIPU MOSIBJIEHUY MapraHHEL.

» §1 3aCTaBII0 €€ TOBOPUTh, — MOAyMaJja Mojofas XKeHiuHa. — OHa [0oJIXKHa CKa3aTh Bce!«

BHyTpeHHee BenuKOenue BUIBL HU B YEM He YCTyMaio KpacoTe cafoB. [I0KHHYB NOAXKHUIO,
YKpallleHHYIO JIeTTHUHON B CTHIIe 6apOKKO U [T030JI0UeHHLIME (OHAPSMHU KOBAHOTO XeJjle3a, JOHHA
JlaBMHMA NIOBEJIa CBOI0 HOBYIO X03SUKY Yepe3 CUSABIINY 30JI0TOM I'DOMAaSHBIN 3a/ ¥ LeJIbli PAL
CaJIOHOB, B OOHOM K3 KOTOPHEIX, 0COOEHHO POCKOIITHOM, TOHKO BEIJIETIZIEHHOE KPaCHOEe C 30JI0TOM
oOpaMieHNe OTTEHSIOCh 37I0BEIUM CBEPKAHUEM ITOKPHITHIX JTaKOM YePHBIX TaHHO. Ho 3T0 OBIIO0
eMUHCTBeHHOe HCKIMoYeHre. OCHOBHBIMY IBETAMHU SIBIISIIMCEH O€JIbIN ¥ 30JI0TOH.

Mo3zanyHbIe IO 3 MPAMOPHBIX IIJIUTOK OyOUIIN 9X0 IIaroB.

[IpemHa3HaYeHHOE OjI1 MapuaHHH IOMEIeHNEe, HaXOOUBIIIEECS B JIEBOM KPBIIe 3[aHus, OBIIO
yOpaHO B TOM XK€ yXe, HO er0 HeOORYHOCTD II0pa3uiia MOJIOAYIO XKEHIIUHY. 30eCh TaKXKe [apuiIu
Oenu3HA ¥ 1T030JI0Ta, XOTS B KOMHATE CTOSIJIM JBA MOKPBITHIX MMYPIYPHHIM JIAKOM ITKapYUKa,
IIPUHOCHUBIINX HEKOTOPOEe Temio. M3-3a KapHK3a II0TOJIKA, CJIOBHO C OalIKOHA, TePCOHAXKHU B
KOCTIOMaX OBYXBEKOBOM MABHOCTH, HAllMCAHHBIE TAaK, YTO TPYOHO OBIJI0O YCOMHUTHLCS B UX PEATTbHOCTH,
CTIeIWIIM, Ka3aJIoCh, 3a KaXKOLIM IBUKEeHHeM oOuTaTesne KOMHaTH. KpoMe Toro, MHOXeCTBO 3epKall
TIOKPHIBAJIO CTeHK. OHU OBITN TOBCIOAY, 10 0ECKOHEYHOCTH OTpaXKkast TeMHbIe GUTypel MapuaHHHB U
MOHHHI JIaBUHUH, @ TaKXKe MOHaBIISIOIIYI0 POCKOIIL O0JIBIION BeHEIIHaHCKON KPOBATH C
BBIPE3aHHBIMU U3 lepeBa HerpaMy B BOCTOYHBIX HapsaaX, AepKalliMU MyYKH OTHHHBIX KPACHBIX
CBeuel.

MapuraHHa OTJIsigesa 3TO POCKOIIHOe ¥ BIIeYaT/Isolee yOPaHCTBO CO CMEChI0 H3YMIIEHUS U
0eCIIOKOHUCTBA.

— OTO ¥ eCTh... MOSI KOMHaTa? — CIIPDOCHIIA OHQ4, B TO BPEMSA KdK CIIYT'H BHOCHJIN €€ Oarax.
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Houna JlaBUHUS OTKpHIIA OKHO, 3aTEM II0OIIpaBuiia FpoMafHbIY OyKeT KacMUHa B anebacTpoBoi Ba3e.
— OT0 KOMHaTa BcexX KHATUHL CaHT'AHHa yxke 0osblile nByX BeKoB. OHa HPaBUTCS BaM?

Yro6nl n36exkaTh 0TBeTa, MapuaHHa Hallllla APYroil BOIpoC:

— Bce oTu 3epkana... [I719 9ero oHu?

OHa cpa3sy ke IM0YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO 3THM BOIIPOCOM ITOCTaBUJIa SKOHOMKY B 3aTPYIHUTEILHOE
II0JI0KeHue. YcTasoe JUI0 JOHHE JIaBUHUM CllerKa IepefiePHYI0Ch, U OHA IOIIa OTKPHITh OBEPD,
BeyIyI0 B HeOOIbIIYyI0 KOMHATY, CJIOBHO BEIpYOJIeHHYIO B 6€710M MpaMope: KyIasbHIo.

— Bbalymka Hamero KHs3s, — CKa3ajla OHa HaKOHeI[, — Obl/la XKeHIIUHON TaKOM HEeOMUCyeMOM
KPaCOTHI, YTO OHA XOTeJla UMETh BO3MOXKHOCTb HEIIPEPHIBHO co3epuaTh ee. OHa M IpHKa3ala
YCTaHOBUTH 3TU 3epKasia. C Tex op OHU TYT.

B ee romoce omuIyImanoch coxalneHue, 1 3TO 3aUHTPUT0BaI0 MapuanHy. CTpaHHOCTH CEMbH
CaHT'AHHa BCe GOJIbIIIE PA3KUTANIU €€ JTFOOBITCTRO.

— I'me-HuOyOb B moMe, 6€3yCI0BHO, NOMKeH OLIThH ee TOPTPET, — CKa3asa OHa yJbibasichk. — 4 ¢
YIOBOJILCTBHEM yBHIENIa OBl €r0.

— Brin oguH... ga 1 ToT norub B orHe. ['ocrioXka XKeaeT OTAOXHYTh, IPUHATH BAaHHY, TIOOKPEIUTHCS?

— U 10, u Opyroe, U TpeThe, €CNIU BBl He BO3paXkKaeTe, HO Ipexke BCero BaHHY. ['ie BBl IOMECTUTE
MO0 TOPHUYHYI0? I x0Tena OB UMETH €€ MOf PyKoit, — mobaBuIa OHAa, K 3aMETHOM PafioCTH AraThl,
KOTOpasi C CaMOT0 BXOfa B BUJUIY LIIa TOJIBKO Ha I[BIIOYKAX, CJIOBHO B My3€€ UJIU XpaMe.

— Ha aToT cny4ait ecTs HeGoIbITas KOMHATa B KOHIIE KOPUIOPA, 3€Ch, — OTBETHIIa JOHHA JIaBUHMUS,
OTOMIBUTAsI CKPHIBABIIIEE IBEPh JIETTHOE IAHHO. — TaM MmocTaBsT KpoBaTh. Celiyac s PUTrOTOBIIIO
BaHHY.

Ona xoTena BHIUTH, HO MapuaHHa yaepXkaia ee.

— HouHa JlaBuHHUSA...

— Jla, Bala CBETIIOCTh?

B3arnsiHyB npsiMo B T/la3a 9KOHOMKE, OHa TUXO CIIPOCHJIA:
— B Kakou 4yacTu OBOpPIa HAXOOATCSA allapTaMeHThl KHA35?

IonHa JIaBHHHUS SIBHO He OXKM[aJla TAKOT0 BOIIPOCA, BIIPOYEM, BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHOr 0. MapuaHHe
[I0KAa3aJI0Ch, YTO OHa IobJenHera.

— Korpga o OBIBaeT A0Ma, — C YCHUJIMEM IIPOTOBOPHJIa OHA, — HaAIll TOCIIOOWH 2KHUBET B IIPABOM
KPEIJIE... IPOTHUBOIIOJIO2ZKHOM 3TOMY.

— Xopouo... bnarogapto Bac.

Cnoenas peBepaHC, foHHa JlaBUHUSA MCYe3/a, 0CTaBUB MapuaHnHny u AraTy HaeguHe. MunoBugHoe
JIUIIO IeBYIIKY BBIAABAJIO CTPaxX, ¥ OT OOBIYHOM YBEPEHHOCTH Pa3Bs3HOM MapuKaHKU He 0CTAIOCh U
cnepa. OHa CI0XKWIa PYKY, KaK peOeHOK Ilepesl MOJIUTBOM.
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— Heyxenu... MEL [OJITO OCTAHEMCS B 3TOM IoMe, MafieMya3elnib? — — HeT, s HafieloCy, 4YTO He OYeHb
nonro, . Arata. Pa3se OH BaM Tak He HPaBUTCS?

— OH 0o4YeHb KpacuB, — CKa3aJjla IeByIIKa, 6pPOCUB BOKPYT ceOsi HeJOBEPUYUBIiL B3T/Is[, — HO OH MHE
He HPaBUTCS.

He MOTYy IIOHATH II0YEMY. HYCTB MaJaeMya3eJib IIPOCTUT MEeHs, HO MHE KaXKeTCs, YTO 1 HUKOI'Ja He
CMOTY ITIPHUZKUTHCA 30ECE. TYT BC€ TaK OTIIM4Ya€EeTCA OT Halllero...

— Bce xe pacmakyiTe Mo# 6arax, — CO CHUCXOOUTEIbHOM YIbIOKOM CKa3ana MapraHHa, — U He
GoiiTech 00paIaThCS K JOHHE JIaBUHUM, 9KOHOMKE, 3@ BCEM, UTO BaM ITOHALOOUTCS.

OHa cuMITaTUYHA U, T0-MoeMy, mobpa! Hy-ka, cmernedi. AraTa!
BaMm Heuero 60sThcs 3mech. [IpocTo HempuBEIYHAs 00CTaHOBKA, YCTAIOCTh C JOPOTH...

[To Mepe TOTO KaK OHa TOBOpHJa, MapraHHa 3aMETHIIA, YTO, MTBITAsICh YCIIOKOUTh AraTy, OHa B
IerCTBUTEIbHOCTH o0palaeTcs K cebe. OHa ToxKe YyBCTBOBaJIa ce0si CTPAHHO IOJAaBIEHHOM C TOTO
CaMoro MOMEeHTa, KaK OHM IIePeCeKJIH BEICOKYIO Orpagy 9TOr0 HeoOBYaMHOT0 ¥ BEJIUKOJIEITHOTO
IIOMECTbsI, TeM 00Jiee YTO OHA He 3aMedalia HUKaKUX 0CSI3a€MbIX ITPU3HAKOB KaKOU-T00 OMaCHOCTH.
910 OBITI0 YTO-TO OOJIee TOHKOEe, KaKoe-TO HeMaTepuaabHOe IPUCYTCTBUE. be3 cCoMHeHUs,
IIPUCYTCTBUE TOTO, TaK TI[ATEIhHO CKPHIBABIIET0CS YeJIoBeKa, [JiT KOTOPOro 3Ta Bula Oblla
OCHOBHEIM O0OHTAJIMIIEM, THEe OH, BEPOSITHEE BCEro, MpearnovyuTas mpedsBaTs. Ho OBIIO ellle 4To-TOo,
MapwuaHHa MOTJIa IOPYYUTHCS, YTO 3TO» YTO-TO» HAXOOUTCS B CAMOM ITOMEIIeHUH, CJIOBHO TEHb
JKEHIIMHBI, YCTAaHOBUBIIIEH KOTHAa-TO BCe 9T 3epKaja, ele 01yxKaaia, Heocs3aeMas, HO BIaCcTHAs, B
9THX KOMHATaX, PaCIloi0XKeHHbIX BOKPYT CBSITHIIKINAG, B KOTOPOM IpoMaHast I1030JI04eHHast KpoBaTh
Obla anTapeM, a MacKapafHble IePCOHAXKY Ha IOTOJIKe — BEPHBIMU ITPUX0KaHaAMHU.

MapuaHHa MeJJIeHHO IIOJ0IIIa K OMHOMY U3 OKOH. MoKeT ObITh, U3-3a aHTTIUUCKON YacTH B ee KPOBH
OHa BepuJjia B IpUBHUAEHUS. BricOKas ICUXUYecKasi OPraHu30BaHHOCTH [iesiajia AOCTYIIHEIMU MaccCy
OLIYIIEeHUM, KOTOphIEe IIPOIIH Obl He 3aMeYeHHBIMU MeHee CJI0KHBIM OpraHu3MoM, 4yeM ee. U B aTux
arnmapTaMeHTaXx OHa OIIyIlaia YTO-TO... BeiCTymaroIas yacTh Gacafa Melana YBULETb OPYTOe KPhIIo
IoMa, HO B3TJISI TPOHUKAJ [0 JIyKAUKHU ¢ OeTbIMU [TaBIMHAMU ¥ OCTAHABIIMBAJICS Ha BOIOHATIOPHOM
OalmHe, TI0X0XKeHN Ha TUTAHTCKOe YYyHIOBHUIIE, C CUJION M3BepraBlllee BCIIEHEHHYIO BOMY B IIMPOKUM
OacceliH c IByMs I'pyIIaMy HEMCTOBHIX JIOIIafiel Mo 60KaM. B 9Toi SpocTH, Tak pe3Ko
KOHTpacTUpylollen ¢ 0e3MITeKHOM U3YMPYIHOCTRIO ITapka, MapruaHHa Bufella HEKUN CHMBOJI
CKDPBITOM, HO MOTY4ell CUJIbI, TasdIelcs B IIyouHe 00MaH4YMBOTO CIIOKOMCTBUS. B cyIHOCTH TOBOPS,
3TO KJIOKOTAHME BObI, 9TOT B3OLIOUBIIMUICS OYHT XKUBOTHBIX, 3aKPEIJIEHHbIH CKYIBIITOPOM B KaMHe,
OBLTM CaMOM KM3HbBIO, CTPACTHIO K CYIIIECTBOBAHUIO ¥ IeSITEIBHOCTH, Yel rojloc MapuaHHa Bceraa
ourymrana B cefe. ¥ MmoxeT OBITh, UMEHHO IT03TOMY 3TO CJIMIIKOM KPacUBOe U CIUIIKOM 6e3MOJIBHOE
JKUIUINE TPOXU3BETIO Ha Hee BIedaTiieHrne IPpoOHUIIE. TOIBKO MapK KUJI.

Hacrymnariasa HOYb 3acTaza MapruaHHY CTOSIIIEN Ha TOM Xe MeCTe. 3eJIeHb l1apkKa IIpuHsiiia
Heompee/ieHHYI0 0KpacKy, GOHTaHH U CTAaTyH IIPEBPATUINCH B GJIe[IHbIE TIITHA, a BEJINYEeCTBEHHBIE
OonbIre ITUIE KCUe3Iu. MoJiofas XKeHIIMHa UCKYyIlanack, ClerkKa IepeKycuiia, HO IT0K0s He
obperna. BuHoit aTomy Oblia, 6€3 COMHEHHUS, Hellelasd KpOBaTh, Ha KOTOPoX MapuaHHa IIpeficTaBisia
ce0st KepTBOM, OTIAHHOM IO HOXK KPOBOXKATHOTO XKpelia.

Teneps, ogeTas B IaThe U3 TAXKEJION, PaCIIUTOX 3010TOM Oeiol mapyuu, KOTOpoe NoHHA JlaBUHUS
IIPUHECIIa Ha BEITSHYTHIX PyKaX C TaKOM TOPXKECTBEHHOCTHIO, CJIOBHO AEJI0 IIJI0 O CBSAITOU pake, C
30JI0TOY JUameMoy B BOJIOCAX U BapBAaPCKU POCKOIIHEIM OXKePeNbeM U3 TPOMafgHbIX XKeMUyKUH Ha
HU3KO [IeKOJIbTUPOBaHHOH Ilee, MapraHHa IHEITAIaCh COCPEIOTOYEHHEIM CO3epliaHueM HOUHOTO
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napka 60pOTHCSI C HEPBO3HOCTRIO ¥ TPEBOT'OM, PACTYIIMMHU 110 MEPE TOTO, KaK IIJI0 BPEMS.

OHa MBICTIEHHO yBUAENa cebs ellle TaK HeaBHO CTOSIIIEN B JPYTOM MeCTe, TI00YIoLencs OPyruM
IIapkKoM B OXKHIaHUU OPYroi cBagbObl. IT0 Ob1I0 B CeNToHe, Iepen epeMoHuen. 1o Ovi10... boxe
MOM... TPYAHO TIOBEPHUTH... OKOJIO IEBITH MECSIEB Ha3afl, a KaXkeTcs, 4To mpouuy rofasl! Torga,
11032K€, BO3jIe OKHa OpavyHOro IOKOSI, e[IBa-eJBa MIPUKPHLITAst TOHKUM OaTUCTOM, IIOJl KOTOPEIM ee
IOHOE TEeJIO TPeIeTasio OT CMeIIaHHOTO ¢ 6053HbI0 0KUAHUS, OHA CMOTpeJla, KaK Ha CTaphii
moOUMBIN TTapK OIycKasiack Houb. Kak oHa Oblsla cyacT/iiBa B TOT Beuep!.. Bce Ka3anoch TakKuM
IIPEeKPaCHBIM, TaKUM IpocThM. OHa mobuia OpaHcuca Bceit CUIod MOIOOOCTH, OHA Hamesiach OBITh
MI0OMMOM ¥ CO CTPACTHOM MOPSTYHOCTRIO JK/ajla BOJIHYIOIIMY MUT, KOTHA B €T0 00BSATHSAX OHA IIO3HAET
T1000Bb...

JT:060BB... ITO C IPYTUM OHA MO3HAJIa ee, U ellle celvac Kaxas XKUIKa ee Tejla COOPoraaach oT
OTIbSTHEHMS ¥ MIPU3HATEIbHOCTHY IIPY BOCIIOMUHAHUU O XKI'y4uX Ho4ax bioTapa u TpuaHOHa, HO 3Ta
m060Bb POHUIIA XKEHIUHY, Ybe N300pakeHre BO3Bpalllajii Cefyac 3TU HeJlelble 3epKajia: CJIOBHO
BH3aHTUMCKAs CTaTys, ¢ 61eCKOM BeIMUMS B CIIMIIKOM OOJIBIINX I'/Ta3ax Ha 3aCTHIBIIEM JIUIIE...
Caetneiimas kasaruHsg Cant'Annal Cetrnenimas... OueHb CIIOKOMHAs... 60e3MEPHO CIIOKOWHAs, TOrma
KaK Cepplle ee 3aMUpaso OT TOCKU U TpeBoru! Kakas Hacmemka!..

B aTOT Beuep peub MOUOET HE 0 I100BY, a 0 COENIKe, PAaCUETIINBOM, PeaTuCTUUHOM, 6e33KaT0OCTHOM.
Coro3 mByx Tepnsamux 6encTBre, ckasan ['oTke me Illa3eit. CerogHs Be4EPOM HUKTO HE IIOCTYYUT B
OBEpb 9TOU KOMHATHI, HAUbE XKejlaHue He 3aSgBUT CBOU IIpaBa Ha €e Tejo, B KOTOPOM pacTeT HoBas
JKW3Hb, ellle CMyTHas, HO yX&Ke BCceMoryIas... He OyneT f30Ha ¢ TpeOOBaHUEM YIIIAThI
6e3paccymHOro, HO BOJIHYIOIIETO [0JITa.

Yro6rI TOOOPOTH OXBATHUBIIIEE €€ T'OJIOBOKPYXkKeHue, MapraHHa orepack 0 OPOH30BYIO 3aiIBUKKY
OKHa ¥ M30 BCeX CHJI OTOrHasia 00pa3 MOpsika, BHe3amHo 00HaPYKUB, UTO €Clii OBl OH IIPHILENI, OHa,
HaBepPHOE, UCIBITANa OBl TIOMIMHHYIO PaflOCTh, TAMHYIO HEXKHOCTh. HUKOTIa ellle 0OHa He YyBCTBOBAJIA
ce0s1 TakO¥ HeCYaCTHOM, KaK B 9TOM yOOpe, KOTOPOMY I103aBUoBasia Okl UMIIepaTPULIa.

IBycTBOpYaTast IBEPH LIMPOKO PaCHaxHyIach, IIPOTHAB IOTIOTUBIIEE ee 00JIE3HEHHOE COCTOSTHIUE,
TaK ke KakK ¥ KaHJensg0pkl B PyKaX IIeCTH JlakeeB 3aCTaBUJIA OTCTYIIUTh MpakK B KOMHATe, TOe
MapuraHHa 3ampeTusa 3aXKuraTh Kakoi-nubo ceet. [Tocpeau cBepKalomuX OTHEH, B TapafHOM
OHesTHUYM PUMCKOTO ITIpeJiaTa, IIOAMeTas IyPIypHEIM MyapoM MaHTUU I00JIeCKUBalONIie IITUTKY
110714, IT0OKAa3aJICs, CJIOBHO C OPEO0JIOM CBSTOT0, KApAUHAJ, U Ilepefl CUSHUEM 3TOr0 BhIXofa MapuaHHa
3aMoprara, Kak IIoaBlias Ha CBeT HOUHas NTulla. KapauHas 3agyM4yuBO B3TJISHYII Ha MOJIOAYIO
JKEHIIUHY, HO BO3[IepKaJjCs OT Pa3roBopa.

— Tlo#imeM, — cKa3sall OH TUX0, — BpeM4...

Brlna 11 9Ta CyX0CTh BbI3BaHa TpeGoBaHKEM IIPOTOKOJIA MJIM KPOBaBO-KPaCHEIM ofesHueM? YV
MapuaHHHB BHE3AITHO ITOSBUJIOCH OIIyIIeHUe, UYTO OHAa — OCYK[eHHas, 3a KOTOPOii IIpUIleNI Ilaiady,
4yTOOB! BECTH ee Ha 3madort... TeM He MeHee OHa NOAOIIa K HEMY U IT0JIOXKUJIa YKpalleHHbIe
[paroleHHOCTSIMU TajbIlbl Ha ITPeAIoKEeHHYI0 el pyKYy B KpacHou nepyatke. O6a mueiida:
KapOWHAIbCKOU MaHTHAU U KOPOJIEBCKOT0 IJIaThsl, 3aCKOIb3WIN PAOOM 110 TOIMPOBAaHHOMY MPaMopy.

[Tpoxops 1Mo camoHaM, MapuaHHa C yIUBIIEHUEM OTMETHIIAa, YTO BCE KOMHATHI OBITT UIITIOMHUHOBAHHI,
KaK Ha Mpa3gHUK, OMHAKO uX OaropofHas MyCTOTa He BhI3bIBajla HU Majeniel pajocTu. Brnepsrie
3a MHOTO JIeT OHa BepHYJIaCh B YBJIeKaTeIbHLIM MUD OETCTBA, K 0YapOBaTeIbHEIM (HpaHIy3CKUM
CKa3KaM, KOTophle OHa Tak iiobusa. CerogHs BeuepoM OHa oOIlyiasa ce0s ODHOBPEMEHHO U
3onymkon, u Cnsamedt KpacaButleil, IpoCHYBIIEHCS Cpefy POCKOIIN 3a0EITOTO IPOIIIOT0, HO ee
HCTOPUS He Ipenosiaraaa HUKaKoro o4apoBaTenbHoro IlpuHia. Ee mpuHI[ ObIT TPU3PaAKOM.
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MeqeHHOe TOPKECTBEeHHOE MIeCTBHE MPOIIIO 10 BceMy ABopily. HakoHeI] OHH 0CTaHOBHUIIKCH B
HeOO0IbIIIOM, OOTSHYTOM y30PUaTOM TKAHbIO CajloOHe, eIUHCTBEHHYIO MeOIHPOBKY KOTOPOTO, KpoMe
HECKOJIBKHMX Kpecell ¥ TabypeToB, MPeICTaBIIsIo 60JbIIoe 3epKao BpeMeH PereHTCTBa Ha
TI030JI0YEHHOM IIOJCTAaBKe, C TOPSIINMHY XKHAPAHJOISIMH 110 CTOPOHAM.

He roBops HU c0Ba, KapAWHAJ ycaaual MapruaHHY B OHO M3 KpPecell, HO CaM OCTAJICS CTOSTh PSOOM
B BEIXKM[IaTe/IbHOM 103e. OH CMOTpPEI B 3epKasio, MPSIMO Iepel KOTOPEIM CHfieia MOJIofiast XKeHIIuHa,
U He OTITyCKaJl ee PyKy, CJIOBHO yCIIOKauBas ee. MapuaHHa YyBCTBOBaJja cebsi cTeCHeHHOU OoJiee,
yeM Korja-nmubo, ¥ yKe OTKpPhIIa POT, 4TOOI 3a1aTh BOIIPOC, KOTHA OH 3arOBOPHII.

— Bort, gpyr Mo1, Ta, 0 KOM s TOBOpHUJI BaM: MapuaHnHa EnusaBeta g'AccenbHa e BunneHes, Mos
KpPEeCTHUIa, — CKa3aJjl OH ropmao.

MapuanHa B3gporayna. OH obparancs K 3epKaiy, ¥ 3epKajio BOPYT OTBETUJIO. ..

— TIpocTuTe MHE 9TO MOTYaHHUe, Moporou KapauHasn! [IpuHUMas Bac, 51 MOMXKeH ObIJT 3aTOBOPUTH
IIEPBHIM, HO... [IOUCTHUHE, S HACTOIHKO OBLI 0XBa4eH BOCXHUIIEHNWEM, YTO CJIOBA 3aMepJIH y MeHs Ha
ycTax! Bamn KpeCTHBIM, CyOaphiHs, IBITANCId pacCka3aTh MHe O Balllel KpaCcOTe, HO BIEPBLIE B KU3HU
CJI0Ba €r0 0OKa3a/IMCh YOOTUMHU U HEYK/TIOKUMU... U3-3a HEYMEHUSI, eIUHCTBEHHHEIM U3BHUHEHUEM
KOTOPOTO SIBIsseTCs rpyboe Oeccumnue coBaMu onucath 60KeCTBO, He Bafiest BO3BLHIILIEHHEIM 1apoM
1033un. CMelo iU g CKa3aTh, UTO S BaM I'Ty00KO... HUXKalillle ITpu3HaTeseH 3a Ballle IPUCYTCTBHE...
3a TO, YTO BHI TakKas, KaKas BBl €CTh?

Tomoc OBUT HU3KUM, MATKUH, €CTECTBEHHO WIM CO3HATENIbHO IIPUTIyIIeHHbH. OH 3By4an
0e3XKU3HEHHO, BhIJjaBasl yCTalI0CTh U TNTy00KyIo nevyaib. MapraHHa HalpsAriach, CTapasiCh YCIOKOUTh
TiepexBaTUBILEe el OhIXaHUe BOJIHEHNe. B cBOIO oyepenb OHA TOCMOTPETIa Ha 3ePKaslo, MOCKOJIBbKY
T0JI0C UCXONUT KakK OyOTO U3 HETo.

— A BBI BUTIHTE MEHSI? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA THXO.

— Taxk e 0TYeTIHBO, KaK eCjiu O MeXNOy HaMHU He OBIJIO HUKAKOI'0 IIPEIIATCTBUA. CraxeM.«, 1 1
€CThb 3TO 3€PKaJio, B KOTOPOM BEI OTPaXKaeTeCh. BrI Bumenu KOFJIa-HI/IGYJIB CY9acCT/InBOE 3epKaJ'[O?

— §1 xoTena OBl IOBEPUTH, HO... BAIl I'OJIOC TaK ITevyasieH!

— 9TO MOTOMY, YTO 5 PeIKO UM I10JIb3yi0ch! ['0710C, KOTOPOMY HEYEro rOBOPUTE, Majio — IIOMay
3a0BIBa€T O TOM, YTO MOXKHO IIE€Th. Be3MOIBUE AYIIUT €T0 ¥ KOHYAET TEM, YTO YHUUTOXKAET...

3aTo Balll — HACTOSIIas MY3bIKA.

OH OBITT CTPAHEH, 3TOT AHUAJIOT C HEBUAUMKOM, OqHAKO MapuaHHa IIOHEMHOTY yCIoKounaach. OHa
BOPYT pellniia, YTO OJIs1 Hee MPHUIIIa Topa CaMOM 3aHSATHCS CBOeH cyapboi. OTOT royoc
IpUHafJIexkas CyleCTBY CTpafiaBIleMy U cTpafaiomeMy. OHa coryiacHa UTrpaTh B 3Ty UTPY, HO 6e3
cugeTtenei. OHa 06epHYIach K KapAauHAIYy.

— BHI He OKaxKeTe MHEe MUJIOCTE, erCTHBIfI, 1 He OCTaBUTE MEHA OOHY Ha HEKOTOPOeE BpeMH? A
xoTesna OBl H06eCeJIOBaTB C KH43€M, U TaK MHE 6YJIGT jierdge.

— OTO BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO. f Oyny XKaaTh B OUOIHOTEKE.

EnBa gBeph 3aKphlyiach 3a HUM, MapraHHa BCTalla, HO, BMECTO TOTO YTOOHI MTOMONTH K 3€pKaiy,
OTOIlITIa K OMHOMY U3 OKOH, IIepef] KOTOPEIM B OOJBIION STIOHCKON XXKapAuHbEPKE HAaXOIUJIICS
MUHUATIOPHBIN IeBCTBEHHBIN Jiec. Eit cTano XKyTKOBaTO OCTAThCS JIUIIOM K JIUIY CO CBOUM
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OTpaXkKeHUEeM U THM Oe3TMKKUM T0JI0COM, IIPOLIETITABIINM C OTTEHKOM HEeIOBOJIbCTBA:
— IToyeMy BHI IOITPOCUIIN YUTHU KapauHasa?

— [ToToMy 4TO HaM Hago IMOTOBOPUTE TOJILKO MeXIY COOOM.

HexkoToptie Bemy, MHE KaXKeTCsI, JOJIXKHAI OBLITH OTOBOPEHHI.

— Kakue? { cuuralo, 4T0 MOH CBATEUILINN APYT OKOHYATENIbHO YTOYHUII C BaMU YCJIOBHSA HAIIET0
COTJIAlleHUsA?

— Oxu cpenan 3To. Bece CHO, BCe pacmpeesnieHo... 10 KpalHel Mepe MHe KaKeTCs Tak.

— OH cka3sai BaM, 4YTO S HA B YeM HE CTECHIO BaIy XK1U3Hb? EQUHCTBEHHOE, O YeM OH, BO3MOXKHO, HE
CKa3aJl BaM... 1 0 4eM 4 TeM He MeHee X049y IIPOCUTH BacC...

OH 3akosebarncs. MapuaHHY IIOpa3wI IepexXBaTUBLINY €T0 TOPJIO Clla3M, HO OH mepebopo cebs u
04eHb OLICTPO JM0OaBUIT:

— ..IIPOCUTH BaC, KOTHa MOSBUTCS PeOeHOK, MHOTIa IIPUBO3UTH €ro ciofa. 4 xoTen Obl, pa3 yX i
MCKJII049aloCh, YTOOBI OH ITOJTIO0MTT 3Ty MAaTEPUHCKHU JTACKOBYIO 3€MJTIO... 3TOT [IOM, BCEX XKUBYIIIUX
3[ech JIofiel, 1S KOTOPHIX OH Oy[eT HEOTIPOBEPKUMOM PeasibHOCThIO, & He CKPHIBAIOIIENCST TEHBIO.

CHoOBa cIa3M, JIerKui, MoYTH HeYJIOBUMBIM, HO MapuaHHa yI0BUJIa IIOTHUMAIOIIYIOCS U3 TTTyOHUHbI
cepilla BOIHY COCTpajaHusl OMHOBPEMEHHO C yOexkaAeHNEeM, UTO BCe 37ieCh ObIJI0 6€3pacCyiCTBOM,
HeJIeTI0CThI0, 0COOEHHO 3Ta HEMPHCTONHAs TaliHa, B KOTOPOU OH 3aMKHYJCA. Ee ronoc nepeimnesn Ha
MOJIUTBEHHBIH IIIETIOT.

— KHa3p!.. YMon10 Bac, IpocTuTe, €Ciid MOU CJI0Ba XOTh B UYEM-TO 3a[l€eHYT Bac, HO 1 HAYETO He
TIOHMMAI0 U X0Tesa Okl CTOIbKO MOHATH! K ueMy Takast TauHCTBEHHOCTE? IToueMy BHI HE XOTHUTE
IIOKa3aThCs MHe? Pa3Be g He BIpaBe YBUAETH JIULI0 MOEro Cymnpyra?

Hactynuna tuimvna. Takasg gonrasi, Takasd rHeTyIlas, 4To MapraHHa mogyMara, YK He 3acTaBuja Iu
oHa 6exaTh ee cobecemHuKa. OHa UCIyrasack, YTO B CBOEH HECOePKaHHOCTH 3allljia CITUIIKOM
naneko. Ho oTBeT Bce-Taku mociienoBaj, 0e3:KaloCTHRIM ¥ OKOHYATEJIbHEIN, KaK IIPUTOBOP.

— HeT. 9T0 HeBO3MOXKHO... HeMHOr0 1103Ke, B Kalnesie, Mbl IpefcTaHeM APYT nepen OPYyroM U MOs
pPyKa KOCHEeTCs Ballleli, HO HUKOTia 00sblile MBI He OyeM Tak ONu3KHU.

— Ho mouemy ke, mouemy? — yrnopHo mo6uBanach oHa. — Bo MHe TedeT Takas Xke OnaropopmHas
KPOBB, KaK U B BaC, ¥ MEHsI HUUTO HE UCIyTraeT... HUKakKas 00e3Hb, KaKoi OBl Y2KaCHOU OHa HU OBINa,
€CJIU BaC TOJIbKO 3TO yIEePXKUBAET.

Pasmancs OTpHIBUCTHIN HEBECETBIN CMEX.

— XOTs BBl TOJIBKO YTO IIpuexaliv, BEI YK€ YCII€JIN HAaCJIYIIaThCA PAa3HBIX CIIJIETEH, HE TaK m? A
3HaAlO... OHHU CTPOAT Ha MOM CYET BCEBO3MOKHEIE IIpEenIroIozKeHuns1, U3 KOTOPEIX CaMoe U300 IeHHOE
COCTOMT B TOM, YTO MEHS ITO2KHUPAET y2KaCHas 00JIe3HE... IIPOKa3a HUJIK YTO-TO B 3TOM POJE. A He
0oseH l'IpOKa30171, CyHOApHIHSA, 1 HU49eM OPYTUM IIOX02KUM. TeM He MeHee YBUOETHCA JIMIIOM K JINITYy HaM
HEBO3MO2XKHO.

— Ho mouemy, Bo uMms BceBhiHero?

Ha 3T0T pa3 mepexBaTHUIIO €€ TOJIOoC.
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— HOTOMy 4YTO A HE XO04UYy PUCKOBATE, IIPDUBECTU BAC B y}KaC!

T'omoc ymonk. [TpoITo HeCKOMbKO MUHYT, U IT0 MOTYAHUIO 3epKajia MapraHHa MOHSIIA, YTO TeIePh
OHa [eNCTBUTEIbHO OfHA. Ee masnblibl, CXKUMaBIlKe II0THHE JTaKAPOBAaHHEIE JTUCThS HEBEIOMOTO
pacTeHus], pa3kajucCh, ¥ OHa BIIEPBBIE B3IOXHYJIA IIOJIHOM IPpynbi0. CMyTHO OIIyTUMOE MyUYHTEIbHOE
IIPUCYTCTBUE OTHAIUIOCh. MapruaHHa ITOYyBCTBOBAIa IIPK 3TOM OTPOMHOe o0erdernue, 6o Temnepsb
OHa CYHMTaJla, HeT — 3Haja, Ha KOM OCTAaHOBHJIA CBOM BLIOOD: 3TOT YEJIOBEK MOJIXKEH OLITh
YyHOOBHUIIIEM, KAKUM-TO HECYACTHBIM YPOIOM, 0OPEYEHHBIM XKHUTh BO MpPaKe M3-3a OTTAJIKUBAIOIIETO
0e300pa3usi, HEBEIHOCKMOTO [IJIs TJIa3 BCEX, KPOMe 3HABIIKUX ero Bcerga. OTUM 00BSICHSIIHUCH
KaMeHHasi CypOBOCTh tuila MaTTeo [laMuaHu, edasnb JOHHH JIaBUHUK U, BO3MOXKHO, HEKOTOPast
MHOAHTUIBHOCTH IIOKUIIOTO OTI[a AMYH/IH... DTUM 00BSICHSIETCS TaK¥kKe, I0OUeMy OH TaK BHE3aITHO
IpepBaj ux 6eceqy, XOTs ellle MOXKHO OBIIO TIOTOBOPUTH O CTOJIBKKX BeIlax.

» ¢ coBepiIuia OMMOKY, OMJIOUIHOCTE, — YKOPsia ce0s MapuaHHa, — S CJIMIIKOM IOCIemnuia!
BmecTo TOoro uTo6H 3a/iaBaTh B JI06 MHTEPECYIOUUI MeHS BOIIPOC, Hafo ObUIO IIONOUTH K HEMY
OCTOPOKHO, ITOIBITATHCS C IIOMOIIBI0 CAEPKaHHEIX HAMEKOB IOHEMHOTY IPUOTKPHITH 3aBECY TaWHEL.
A Temneps 51, 6€3 COMHEHUS, OTIIYTHYJIA €r0...«

Kpome Toro, ee youBmnsmno ciaefyloliee: KHA3b He 3afall e HU eJUHOI0 BOIIpOca O Hel CaMOH, ee
JKU3HY, BKycax... OH yIOBOJILCTBOBAJICS BOCXBaJIEHUEM €€ KPacOTH, CJIOBHO B €0 TJla3ax TOIbKO 3TO
nuMeJio 3HaueHue... C HeBOJIbHOU ropedbio MapruaHHa oAyMasia, YTO OH He NMPOSBUI Obl MEHBIIEN
3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH, eC/u Ol Ha ee MecTe Oblla KpacuBas MOJIOAast KOObIIa AJIsi er0 YHUKAJIBHOTO
KOHHOT'0 3aBofa. TpynHo noBeputh, 4YTo Koppano CanT'AHHa He 0CBeIOMUJICS ObI O IIPOLITIOM, O
COCTOSTHUY 3[I0POBBS ¥ IPUBHIYKAX KUBOTHOr0! Ho B CyIIHOCTH, A7 YeI0BeKa, eAMHCTBEHHOU LIEJIbI0
JKU3HU KOTOPOro OBIIO MONYYXUTh HaclegHUKa, YTOOH IPOMOJIKUTh €ero APeBHUM pofi, pusndeckoe
COCTOSIHHE MaTepHU IJIaBeHCTBOBAJIO HaJl BCEM OCTaIbHEIM!

K yemy 3naT1h KH4310 CaHT'AHHA 0 Aylle, 4yBCTBAxX U NpUBHEYKax MapuaHHE 1'AccenbHa?

IIBephb KpacHOTO cajioHa OTBOPHUIIACh IIepe]l BEPHYBINUMCS KapAuHaaoM. Ho Ha 9TOT pa3 oH Ol He
opuH. Ero compoBoxkpanu Tpoe Myxk4uH. OfuH OBIJT YeJI0BeUeK B YEPHOM, C JINIIOM, COCTOSIBIIINM,
Ka3aJI0Ch, TOJIHKO U3 OaKeHOapmoB U Hoca. IIoKpoM ero ofeXabl ¥ O0JIbINOM OPTQEND MO MIIIKON
BhIZlaBaJii HOTapuyca. [[Boe APYyrux CJIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO COIIIM C IIOPTPETOB U3 rajepen IpeakoB. ITO
OBLIM [IBa CTAPHIX CUHBOPA B PACIIUTHIX OapXaTHBEIX KOCTIOMax BpeMeH JlrogoBuka XIV, B mapukax ¢
KocuykKamu. OfUH onupascs Ha TPOCTh, OPYTOM — Ha PyKy KapAuHasa, ¥ UX Julia
CBU[IETEILCTBOBA/IM O MPEKIOHHOM Bo3pacTe. Ho X HagMeHHO-BeTn4eCTBEeHHEIN BUJ BO3PacTOM He
cMsiryancs, u0o MOOIMHHBIX apUCTOKPATOB flaXkKe caMa CMEPTh He B CUJIaX €r0 JTHUIIUTE.

C u3BICKaHHOU CTAPOMOMHOM YYTHUBOCTHIO OHM NMPHUBETCTBOBANM MapuaHHY, OTBETUBIIYIO UM
peBepaHCcoM, Y3HaB, UTO ONUH U3 HUX — MapKu3 fenb Kappeto, a gpyroi — rpad ZKepappecka.
PoncTBEHHUKY KHSI351, OHY IPUOBIIYN B KaUeCTBe CBUAETENEN OpaKa, KOTOPHIHM TOT, YTO C TPOCThIO —
KaMeprep BeJIMKOM replioTHHU, — [OIXKeH ObLJI 3aperuCTPUPOBATh B €€ KaHIIEISIPUH.

HoTapuyc pacmonoxusncs 3a MaJle€HbKUM CTOTMKOM ¥ OTKPHII OPTGhEIb, B TO BPEMS KaK OCTaJIbHEIE
3aHSJIM CBOM MecTa. B rmy6rHe KOMHATHI CEJTA BOIIEAIINe IT0CTie CBUeTeNel JoHHA JIaBUHUS U
MartTeo J[laMuanu.

PaccessnHasi, HepBHUYaBIIas MapraHHa efiBa BCIYLINBAIaCh B MJIMHHBINA U CKYYHBIN TEKCT OPayHOTO
KOHTpaKTa. BeICOKONapHble BEIpaXkKeHUs HOTapuabHOTO CTUJIS pa3fpakallid ee CBOUMU
O6eckoHeYHEIMU pa3Mepamu. Celiuac eqUHCTBEHHEIM ee KejaHueM OblI0, YTOOBl BCe 3TO IIOCKOpee
OKOHUYMJIOCh. Ee maxe He 3aMHTepeCOBa/IM HU NepeduciieHre UMYIIeCTBa, lepefaBaeMoro KHI3eM
CanTt'AHHa CBOeY CyIlpyre, HU IIOUCTHHE KOPOJIeBCKasa CyMMa, BhIIeJIeHHas Ha ee cofepxkaHue. Ee
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BHUMaHHKE PAa3BanMBaAJIOCh ME€XOY CTOABIINM II€epe[ Hel 0e3MOJIBHEIM 3€PKaJIOM, CKPBIBABIINM,
BO3MOZXKHO, BEPDHYBIIETOCA KHsA35, K HEIIPUATHEIM OIOYINEHWEM YbeTro-TO HACTOMYHBOTO B3T/IAAA.

Ona OIOyIMalia 3TOT B3TJIAO Ha CBOUX 0OHaXXKEeHHBIX IJIeYax, Ha 3aThIIKE, OTKPBITOM H3-3d BEICOKOTIO,
YBEHYAaHHOT'O orageMoi MmrHbOHA. OH CKOJIB3UII II0 €€ KOXKe, OINYIIEIBAA HE2KHEI€ BIIAJWHEI Ha IIee C
IIOYTH MarHETUYECKOM CHUJION, CJIOBHO KTO-TO OMHUM HallpsA2KE€HHWEM BOJIU IIBITAJICA IIPHUBJIEYDL €€
BHUMaHNE.

9TO CTaHOBUIIOCH HEBEIHOCUMEIM [IJIST HaAaTAHYTEIX HEPBOB MOJIOZION JKEHIITAHEI.

OHa pe3ko 00epHYyIach, HO BCTPETHIIA TOJIBKO JIefsTHOM B3rsim MaTTeo. OH BHITISIAE TaKUM
0e3pa3NnuyYHbIM KO BCEMY, UTO OHa peIluia, 4To omrubaack. OqHAKO CTOMIIO el 3aHATh MPeXHee
TI0JIOKEHHUE, KaK 9TO OIIyIIeHNe BEPHYJIIOCH, ele 60ee 0TYETIIUBOE. ..

YyBcTBys celsl BCe XyXKe U XyXKe, OHa C PafoCThI0 BCTPETUIa OKOHYaHNE 3TOM U3HYPUTEIbHOU
IlepeMOHUY, faxe He T, TofAnucana I0YTUTENbHO TOJaHHE HOTaPUyCOM aKT, 3aTeM Halljla
B3TJIAIOM YIEIOaBIIEr0CS €1l KPECTHOTO.

— Temnepsb MBI MOXKeM HallpPaBUTLCS B YACOBHIO, — CKa3as oH. — OTell AMyH[IM XKJIeT Hac TaM.

MapwuaHHa fiyMasia, YTO YaCOBHSI HaXOOUTCS I'e-HuOyOb BHYTPH, HO TIOHSTIA, YTO OlIuOIIack, Koraa
noHHa JlaBuHMS HaOpocuia ey Ha Iedn OOJIbION YepHBIM OapXaTHBIM IIJTAlll ¥ [faXKe Hafella Ha
TOJIOBY KallIOIIOH.

— YacoBH4 B ITapkKe, — CKa3ajla 3KOHOMKa. — Hous Temnnas, HO mof JEPEBBAMU CBEXKO.

Kak u nipu BeIXO[€ U3 ee KOMHATHI, KapOuHa B3JI CBOI0 KPECTHUILY 3a PYKY U TOPKECTBEHHO II0BET
K 0OJIBIII0M MpPaMOPHOM JIECTHUIIE, TTle OKUIaIM CIIyTH ¢ ¢pakenamu. [To3aau HUX coOpasncs
HeOosbIIoN KopTexX. MapuaHnHa yBuUpena, Kak MaTTeo [laMuaHy 3aMeHUJT KapauHaa, IPenioXuB
PYKy IIpecTapenoMy MapKu3sy neib KappeTo, 3ateMm cinegoBanu rpad 2Kepapaecka ¢ JOHHOU
JlaBuHMEN, TOPOIIJIMBO YKPEIBABILIEH TOJI0OBY U IJIeYX KPYKEBHOU Imanbi0. Hotapuyc u ero noptdens
VCYEe3IIHU.

Cnyctunucs B napk. Beixogs, MapuanHa 3aMeTunia ['pakxa u AraTy, 0KUOaBILIKX I0A noaxuer. OHU
PasTsgabBaNy NpUOINKAIOIIANCSI KOPTEXK C TAKUM OTOPOIIe/IHIM BUOOM, YTO OHA e[Ba He
paccMesnachk. O4eBUOHO, OHM ellle He TepeBapuil HEBEPOSATHYIO HOBOCTh, KOTOPYIO X0351MKa
coo01ra UM Tepeq epeoeBaHeM: OHa IIpuexana ciofa, YToOb BEIMTH 3aMyK 3a HEU3BECTHOTO
KHSI35 ¥, €CJIM OHU OBLIM OOCTATOYHO BHIIKOJIEHH U K TOMY Ke Clero MpuBs3aHbl K Hel, YTOOB!
BLICKA3aTh CBOe CyXKOEeHUE, Telleph UX pacTepsiHHbEIE GUTYPHl SCHO TOBOPUIIM, YEM 3aHSTH UX MBICIIH.
[Tpoxomst MUMO, OHa yNTBIOHYJIAach UM U CHejlajia 3HaK IPUCTPOUTHCS 3a NOHHOU JlaBUHUEH.

» OHHU NOMXKHBEI CYUTATh MeHs 6e3yMHOM! — moayMasa oHa. — AraTy 3To He MOXKeT 0COOeHHO
BOJIHOBATh, V HEe YM, KaK Y KO304YKH... CJlaBHas [IeBYIIKa, HU4Yero 0ObIle.

I'pakx — gpyroe geno! Hapo 6ymeT ¢ HuM noroBopuTh. OH UMeeT IPaBO 3HaTh HEMHOT'0 0obIe 060
BCEM .

Houb 3anuna Mup 4epHUIbHON YepHOTOM. Hebo 6e3 equHoM 3Be30b! OBIII0 HEBUAMMEBIM, HO JIETKUM
BETEPOK 3aCTaBJIsyI TpemeTaTh maaMms (pakenos. HecMoTpsi Ha mpefBelaBiiee Tpo3y OTHaleHHOe
IIOTPOMBIXMBaHKE, KOPTEXK MIPOABUTAJICS TAKUM Me[JIEHHEIM X TOP2KECTBEHHBIM IIaroM, YTO
MapuraHHa He BeIgepxKara.

— [ToueMy MBI Tak moyi3eM? — CKBO3b 3yObl po6opMoOTaja OHa. — JTO CKOpeil IoXoxKe Ha
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ITOXOPOHHYIO MPOIIECCHI0, YeM Ha CBafeOHbIN KopTexk! He XBaTaeT TOJIbKO MOHAaxa, HalleBaoIIero
Dies Irae.

[TanbIel KapOWHAaa CXKalu e PyKy 10 60Iu.

— HMmelt BEIIEPXKKY! — ITPOBOPYA OH COBCEM THXO, laXke He B3TJIsTHYB Ha Hee. — CO CBOMM yCTaBOM
B Yy2KOM MOHACTHIPH He JIe3yT... Hao cegoBaTh paclopsxKeHUsIM KHSI35.

— Onu BIIONIHE COOTBETCTBYIOT TOM PagoCTH, KOTOPYIO OH UCIIBITEIBAET OT 3TOT'O 6paKa!

— He Oynp Takoit xenyHoi! M ocoberHo He 6ynb 0€CCMBICTIEHHO KeCTOKOM. HUKTO He X0Teln Okl
HACTOSIIIEN, Becelol cBambOwl 6omnbie, yeM Koppamo! 1151 Te6st 9TO TOMBKO mycTasi GopMaibHOCTS,
IIJIsT HeTO ke — XKrydast 007b.

MapI/IaHHa IIOKOPHO BBEICJIYIIIAJIa BEITOBOP, CO3HABAA, YTO 3aCIIyZKHJIa €T0. Ona nevanbHO
y_TIBI6Hy'J'IaCB, 3aTeM, BHE3aIlTHO U3MEHHNB TOH, CIIPOCHJIA:

— U Bce Xe eCTh OfHA BEIIb... XOTS OBl ee ST X04Uy 3HaTh.

— A UMeHHO0?

— Bo3pacTt moero... kuga3s1 Koppapmo.

— [To-moeMy, oBagIaTh BOCEMb C HEOOJIBIITUM.

— Kak?.. OH Tak Mmomnon?

— MHe KaxeTcs, 5 TOBOpusl Tebe, 4TO OH He CTap.

— JencTBUTENBHO... HO HE OO TaKou cTeneHu!

Ona He go0aBua, YTO MPENCTaBIsiia ero cede IeT COpoka.

Korga npubnuxKaeTcs cTapocTh, Kak y ['oTke ge [Ila3esi, COPOK €T Ka3alIuch paciiBeToM cuil. UTak,
OHa oOHapyXKwuJsa, 4YTO 3TOT HECUACTHHIH, Ube UMS OHa OTHBIHE HOCUT, 3TOT 00peYeHHBIN
0e32KaJI0OCTHOM IPUPOIOK Ha ITOCTOSTHHOE 3aTOYeHue BO Mpake, ObII, KaK ¥ OHA, CYIIIeCTBOM
MOJIOABIM, CYIIIECTBOM, KOTOPOMY I10J1arajioch B IIOJIHOM Mepe HaclaXOaaThCs KU3HBI0 U CHACTLEM.

BcmomHuB ero HpPIl"J'IymeHHBIfI T0JIOC, OHa OIIYTHJIA IIPUJIUB IOPpAYEeTr0 COYYBCTBHUA BMECTE C
NCKPEHHHUM ZKeJlaHueM HprITH €My Ha IIOMOIIIb, 110 BO3MO2KHOCTH CMATYUTE TE€P3aBIIIKEe €TI0 MYKH.

— KpecTHEIl, — npolenTana oHa, — g X0Tesa OB TOMOYb €MY... MOXKET OBITh, XOTh HEMHOT'O
yTemuTh. [loyeMy OH Tak YIIOPHO He X04eT I0Ka3aThCs MHE?

— Hapo mpepmocTaBuTh NelCTBOBATh BpeMeHH, MapuaHHa, MOXKeT ObITh, OHO IIOCTEIIEHHO 3aCTaBUT
Koppapo mymaTth nHa4e, 4eM TeIeph, XOTS 3TO YOUBUIIO Okl MeHs. BCITOMHU, YTOOB OXJIagUTh TBOM
TIOPHIB MUJIOCEPAUS, YTO TH NOJIKHA IaTh €My TO, O YeM OH BCerfa Ipe3usl: pebeHKa C ero UMeHeM.

— HacrosimuMm 0TIIoM KOTOPOTO OH, OIHAKO, He OymeT!
OH mompocun MeHsl BpeMsi OT BpeMeHU IIPUBO3UTh pebeHKa Ciofia.

4 9T0 0XOTHO cHenalo.
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— Ho... TH pa3Be He Crblana YCI0BUA Balllero KOHTpakTa? Thl 06sI3kIBAaCILCS PUBO3UTH CIOfA
pebeHKa He pexke OOHOTO pas3a B I'of.

— 41... HeT, s HUYEeTOo He CIIbIanal — rycTo moKpacHeB, Mpu3Hanach oHa. — O4YeBUIHO, S AyMalia O
IPYTOM.

— He cnuuikoM mogxonsiuii MOMeHT! — mpoBopYan KapauHaia., — Kak Obl TO HY OBIIO, THI IIOOIIH. ..

— , .IloAmucana u Coepxy cyoBo. [Tocie Toro, 4To BBl MHE CKa3ajly, s CHOelalo 9TO JaXke C PagoCThio!
HecuacTHbIN... HeCYaCTHBIN KH3b! 4 X04y OBITH IOJIg HETO APYTOM, CECTPOH... {1 Xx0uy elo cTaTh!

— Ia ycnbiummT Tebst ['ocriomb ¥ TOMOXKET B 3TOM, — B3[OXHYJ KapauHai. — Ho s coMHeBaioCh!

Benyiasi B 9aCOBHIO ITecyaHast ajijiess HaYWHAJACh 3a MTPABbIM KPBIJIOM BUJUTHL. [IPOXO0/Isi 3a CBOUM
HOBBHIM XKUINIIEM, MapruaHHa 3aMeTHIIa, YTO OaCCEeMHBI OKPYKUIIM €T0 CO BCEX CTOPOH, HO 3@ TEM,
KOTOPHBIN IIPOCTUPAJICS C ThIJIA MOYTH BO BCIO [JIMHY [IOMA, BO3BHIIIAJICS BeIMYECTBEHHBIH MaBUIbOH
HaJ BXOZIOM B I'POT. Bucsiue Ha KOlMoHHaX GPOH30BEIE JTAMITH OCBEIIaId 3TO CTPOEHKe, TIPUAaBast
eMy MPa3THUYHBIN BUM ¥ OCTABJISIS HA YEPHOM BOMe IIUHHBIE 30JI0THE NOPOXKKU. Ho mopora B
YaCOBHIO, TPOXOAUBIIAS Yepe3 HeOOIBIIYI0 POIIY, BCKOPe CKPBIIA U3 TJIa3 U3SIIHbIM TaBUIbOH.
Iaxe cusBIIast OTHSIMU BUJIJIa UCYE3JIa, U CKBO3b I'YCTYIO JTUCTBY TOJIBKO KOE-Te MeIbKallu
0TOJIECKH CBeTa.

BoaBrhimaBiasicss Ha HeOOJIBINION MOJISTHe YaCOBHS OKa3ajlaCh HU3KOHM, CTAPOM U MIPU3EMUCTOM, B
IPUMUTHBHOM PHMCKOM CTHJIE, O YeM IOBOPHUJIM MOIIHbLIE CTEHE, PeOKKMe OKHA ¥ Kpyriibie apku. OHa
PE3K0 KOHTPACTUPOBaJia CBOEH MePBOOBITHOM TSKETOBECHOCTHIO C HEMHOTO BEIYYPHBIM U3SIIIECTBOM
OKPY2KEHHOT'0 BOIOM 3aMKa M YeM-TO HalloMKUHasa OpIO3TIMBOT0 CTapuKa, OCYKIAole B3UPAIOIIero
Ha 6e3yMCTBO MOJIO[IOCTH.

OTKpHITast HU3Kas IBEPh MO3BOJIsITIa BUAETh TOPSIIUE BHYTPH CBEYH, TOKPHITHIN YUCTHIM
TIOKPHIBAJIOM KaMEHHEBIN a/iTaph, 30J10T0e 06IaueHre yKe KOaBLIeTo CBSALMIEHHUKA U CTPAHHYIO
YEepHYIO MaccCy, KOTOPYyI0 MapuaHHa He CMOTJIa PAaCCMOTPEThH CHAPYKH.

TonbKO MepecTyNuB IOPOT IIePKBY, OHA MOHSIA, YTO 9TO TaK0e: MPUKPEIIeHHEe K HU3KOMY CBOMIY
OapxaTHBEIE 3aHABECH OT/ENISIM YacTh XOPOB, IIeperopaxkuBas ux nocepenuse. M oHa MoHsIa, 4TO
neyeeMast eio maTKas Hafexkaa YBUOETh X0Ts Obl PUTYpy KHS3S BO BpeMs IePEMOHHY PacCesach.
OH Ob1T Ty OyIeT TaM B 9TOM CBoeoOpa3HOM 6apXaTHOM ajIbKOBe, PSIIOM C KOTOPHIM IIOCTABUIIH e
KPECJI0 ¥ CKaMeeyKy, OTIpefe/IeHHO OTM3HEI[0B TAKKX Ke, HaXOASIINXCS 3a TPErpajou.

— [Taxe TyT... — Ha4YaJa OHA.
KapauHas mokavan rojioBou.

— Haxe TyT! TOMBKO COBEpPIIAIOIIKN 00PN YBUAUT CYIIPYTa, IIOTOMY YTO IIEPEN alTapeM IpPerpajibl
HeT. CBSIIEHHUK OOJIXKEeH BUIETh 000MX BCTYHAKOUIUX B OpaK, KOT{la OHU MPOU3HOCST CJIOBA
corjacus.

C TsXKeJIbIM B3[I0XOM OHa II03BOJIMIA MTOABECTH cebs K MpeqHa3HaYeHHOMY [JIs Hee MeCTy. PsimoMm ¢
Hell ropesia rpoMafHasi cBeda U3 0e0ro BoCcKa B cepeOpsTHOM IaHase, IOCTaBIeHHOM IPSIMO Ha
0], ¥ HUKAKUX JPYTUX IPUTOTOBJIEHUH K IIePEMOHUH, KPOMe TapOHOCUIIH U ITOKPHIBaja anTaps, He
ObLIIO BUOHO. B X0IOMHOM U CHIPOM YaCOBHE CTOSJT HEIIPUSTHHIM 3alax 3aTXJIoro Bo3ayxa. I1o
cropoHaM yepniie CauT' AHHA MOKOUIMCH BEYHBIM CHOM ITOJ] TTUTAMHU CTaPUHHBEIX CAapKo(daros.
MapwuaHHe BOPYT MPUILJIO Ha IAaMATh, KaK KOrHa-To B JIOHOOHe OHa CMOTpeJia B TeaTpe Tparemauu
IIbECY, TTIe HEBECTE OCYKIEHHOT0 Ha CMEPTh T'epos paspellaiu CoYeTaThCs C HUM OPakoM B
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TIOPEMHOM YaCOBHE HOUbIO Iepe] Ka3HbI0. 3aK/II0UeHHbIH OBbIT TOTHa OTAEJIEH OT AEBYIIKY KeJle3HOU
peleTKo, 1 MapuaHHa BCIIOMHUIIA, KaK ee B3BOJIHOBAJIa TOr[a Ta ClieHa, Takas MpadyHas U
npaMaTtryHasd... CeronHsl BeuepoM OHa UrpaeT POJib HEeBeCTHl, U CYIIpyKecKas Iapa, KOTOpylo OHa
COCTaBHUT C KHsI3eM, OyfeT Takoi ke 3peMepHON. BrIis U3 9TOM YaCOBHM, OHU OYAYT Tak ke
pasfeneHsl, KakK eciu OBl TOIIOP AOJKeH OBUI 0OpYIINTHCS Ha KOT0-TO U3 HUX. BIpoueM, 4eoBek,
HaXOOUMBIINICSA 3a XPYNKOM GapXxaTHOM Iperpafoi, He OB I OH TOXKe OCYXKAeHHBIM? MOJI0OIOCTh
IIPUTOBOPUJIA €T0 K XKU3HU [IPU yKACHBEIX 00CTOSATEILCTRAX.

CBupeTenu ¥ KapOuHas PAaCIOJIOXKUIUCh T03aAX MOJIONOM KEHIITWHE, ¥ OHa C YOWUBIEHUEM YBUOETA,
yTo0 MarTeo [laMraHu MPUCOEOUHHUIICS K CBSIIIEHHUKY, YTOOBI IPUCITYKUBATh IIPKU Mecce. bebii
CTHXaph IIOKPHIBAJI TEIIePh €r0 MOIIHLIE IIJIeYHd, TOAYePKUBasi KOPOTKYIO I1el0, Ubs miebeickas
TOJIITMHA KOHTPACTUPOBaJa ¢ 6J1aropoCcTBOM HEKOTOPHIX JIMHUY JIHIIA. A U0 OBIIO HeHCTBUTEILHO
PUMCKHM, XOTSI ITO-HACTOSIIIEMY KPAaCUBEIM He BHITJISIIENI0, MOXKET OBITh, U3-3a 0YEHb TPy0o
BBIJIETIJIEHHOTO PTa, B CKIagKaX KOTOPOT'0 Tauiach XKUBOTHAS YYBCTBEHHOCTD, UJIH CITHUIITKOM
HEeTIOABUKHEIX TJIa3, HUKOTa He MOPTaBUINX, Y€l B3TJIsH OLICTPO CTAHOBUIICS HEBBIHOCUMBEIM. Ha
IPOTSIXKEHUU BCeH CTyKOb MapraHHa UCIBIThIBaIa My4eHUsI, HEIIPEPHLIBHO OLIyIas Ha cebe 3TOT
B3IJISI, HO KOT{la OHA B HETOJJOBAaHUM MeTaJla B OTBET MOJIHMY THEBA, YIIPABIISIONINY HE TOIHKO He
OTBOMMJI HATJIBIE TJIa3a, HO i Ka3aJioCh, YTO OHA BUOUT MPOOGETaoIIyIo 0 ero rydaM XOIOIHY0
yNBIOKY. ITO 10 TaKOi CTEIleHH BEIBEJIO ee U3 cels, — 4TO OHa Ha KaKoe-TO BpeMs 3abkblyia 0
HAXOMsIIeMCs 3a 3aHaBECOM YeJIOBeKe, TAaKOM OJIM3KOM U OTHOBPEMEHHO TaKOM JaJIeKOM.

Hwukorpa emle oHa He CyIllala MECCY TakK pacCesiHHO. Bce ee BHUMaHUe OBIIO IOTJIOIEHO I'0JI0COM,
y2Ke 3HaKOMBIM, KOTOPHIH pa3/aBalics IOYTH HePEPEIBHO, BO BCEYCIIBIIIAHNE MOJISICh C
B3BOJIHOBABIIKM €€ TILIJIOM U CTPacThio. OHa He MPefcTaBisia cebe, YTO XO3SIUH 9TOT0 IOYTH
YYBCTBEHHOHN KPACOTEI IOMECThST MOXKET ORITh PEBHOCTHBIM XPUCTHAHWHOM, YTO YTagkIBAJIOCh ITO €T0
MaHepe MOIUThCS. Eif ellle HUKOTIa HE TPUXOMUIIOCH CITBIIIATE U3 YCT YEJI0BEUECKHUX TaKyI0
Pa3OUPAIOIIyI0 AYITy CMECh MyYHTEIbHON 60K, CMUPEHUS ¥ MOIBOBI. MOXKeT ObITh, TOIBKO B CAMBIX
CTPOTHX MOHACTHIPSX, TI€ YCTaBOM MPEOyCMOTPEHO YMEPIIBIeHNe IITOTH, Pa3JaloTCs TaKue
MOJIUTBEL [TocTeneHHO OHa 3a0klTa MaTTeo JJaMuaHu, CIyLIas 3TOT BOJIHYIOIIHE T0JI0C,
3arJIyIIAONUIHE IMX0PaS0YHYI0 CKOPOTOBOPKY CBSIIEHHHUKA.

Ho BoT HacTynun MoMeHT OiarocioBenus Opaka. KanesnmaH CIyCTUJICS IT0 KaMEHHBIM CTyTI€HbKaM U
nopoes K HeoORYHOM deTe. Kak Bo cHe MapuaHHa ycibliiana ero obpalieHne K KHI310 €
II0JIararoIuMC 10 PUTYaJly BOIIPOCOM U C HEOXKUAHHOU CUJION IIPO3BY4YaBIIUN OTBET:

— INepen Borom u nepep mongbMu 51, Koppano, kHss3b CaHT'AHHA, BEIOUpao cefe CIyTHUIEH XKU3HU U
3aKOHHOU CYIPYIOMH...

CBsIIeHHBIE CIIOBA, IIPO3BYYaBIIINE Ha 3TOT pa3 KakK BRI30B, TPO30BHIM IIyMOM HATIOTHUIY YIIH
MapuaHHH ¥, CJIOBHO B IIOATBEPXKAEHKE 3TOT0, Hafl KPHIIIei YaCOBHU BAPYT IIPOrpeMe
OTJIYLIUTEINIbHBIM yoap rpoMa. Mojofas XKeHIIMHa To01eqHeNa, opaxXeHHas 9TUM
Ipef3HaMeHOBaHUEM, U IPOTHYBIIUM T'OJIOCOM €[iBa BEIMOJIBUIA 0053aTEIBHEIE CII0BA. 3aTEM
CBSIIIIEHHUK IPOIIeNTal:

— CoepuHuTE Balll PYKU.

YepHas 3aHaBeCKa NPUOTKPLLIACh. MapuaHHa C PaClIMPUBIIUMUCS I'Jla3aMU YBULeNa, Kak
IPOJOJIXKEHNEeM YepHOro 0apXaTHOTO pyKaBa U KPyKeBHOM MaHKeTHl ITOSIBUIACh 3aTsHyTas B Oemyio
KOXY PyKa U MPOTSIHYJAch K Hel. 3To Oblyia OOJbIIAs pyKa, OIUHHAS U KpenKasi, C aHaTOMU4YeCKOU
TOYHOCTBIO OOTSIHyTas IepYaTKOM, HOpMajbHas PyKa YejoBeKa BLICOKOTO ¥ COOTBETCTBEHHO
cunbHOT0. OXBaueHHAs BHE3AMMHOM APOXKbBIO epe 3TOM 0CsI3aeMOM PealbHOCThIO, MapraHHa
CMOTpesia KakK 3a4yapoBaHHasi, He CMes IIOJIOKUTh Ha Hee CBOIO PYKY... B 9TOM paCKpHITOX JTaflOHH, B
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9TUX YOJIMHEHHBIX ITaJIbIlaX OBIJIO YTO-TO TPEBOXKHOE U OOJHOBPEMEHHO IIPUTATATEIIBHOE. 3JT10
HaIIOMHHAJIO 3allaJHIO.

— THI HOIKHA MOJATh PYKY, — MPOIIEITAN Y €€ IIeX ToJI0C KapauHaJa.

['nma3a Bcex ObITM MIPUKOBaHBL K MapuaHHe. YOUBIIeHHEIE — OTI[a AMYHAU, BIaCTHLIE U YMOJISIOLIHE
— KapOvHalla, HacMelnuBbie — MatTeo [lamuanu. [Toxkanyi, UMEHHO ero B3TJIS[ 3aCTaBUl €€
pemmThca. OHa CMeEJIo IMOI0XKUIa PYKY Ha IIPedI0KEeHHYI0 eii, M Ta HEXKHO, C TAKOM OCTOPOXKHOCTHIO,
c7oBHO 0osinach MPUYUHUTE 60JIh, COMKHYJIAach Ha Hell. Yepes KOXKY rmepyaTkd MapuaHHa OIlyana
ee TeIlIo, XKUBYI0 YIIPYrocTh Tena. OHa BCIIOMHMJIA YC/IBIIaHHEIE TaK HeJaBHO CJIOBA.

» Hukorpga 0obitie Mbl He GyeM Tak OJTU3KH...«— CKa3aJ rojoc.

Temepsb cTaphli CBAINIEHHUK MPOM3HOCHUII IPUBLIYHEIE CJI0BA, YACTUYHO 3arJIylIeHHbIe HOBBIM yIapOM
rpoma.

— ..1 006BBIIAI0 BAaC COEUHEHHEIMU Ha PAafoCTh U Ha FOpe — U TOJIBKO CMEPTh MOXKET Bac
Pa3IyyuTh.

MapuaHHa II0OYYBCTBOBAJIa, KaK 3aTpereTala yaepKUBalollas ee pyka. FM3-3a 3aHaBeca MOsSIBUIACh
npyrasi pyka, OLICTPO HajieNla el Ha Oe3RIMSTHHBIH ITaJiel] ITUPOKOoe KOJIbI0, 3aTeM 06e UCUe3Iy B
YKPBITUH, YBIEKas 3a COO0M PYKY MOJIOHOY JKEHIIUHE, KOTOPAst BHE3AITHO COOPOTrHYIach BCEM TEJIOM,
Ipexae YeM OTIIYCTUTH PYKY, K ee MaJiblilaM MPUKAIUCh TOPSYHUE TYOHL.

MumMorneTHOe Iyralnee IPUKOCHOBEHNE IPepBanoch. TONBKO B3[0X IOCTHIIIAICS U3-3a OapXaTHOH
nperpapsl. [lepen anTapeM Ha KOJIeHAX MOIUJICS 0Tell AMYHIY, TaK COTHYB CIIMHY IIOf PU30M, 4TO
HaIlOMUHAJ TIOK TKaHU, OTpaXaBlleil CKlagkaMu cBeT. CHOBa IporpeMesi packat rpoma, 6ojee
CUJIbHBIM, YeM [IBa NMPEebIAYINNUX, TaK0# yKACHBIi, YTO JaxKke CTeHHl 3agpoxkanu. U TyT ke He6O
npopBajiochk. OOPYIIKIICA TOTOK BOOHL, BOLOIIAIOM 3a/IMBasi KPHIYy. B 00HO MIrHOBEHME YaCOBHS U
HaXOOUBIINECS B HeU 0Ka3a/IuCh OTPE3aHHEIMU OT BCEr0 MUPa, HO CJIOBHO HUYETO He CIIBIIA, CTaphli
KalleJijlaH CIIOKOWHO HaIlpaBUJICS K MaJleHbKOW PU3HULE, YHOCS CBSALIEHHYIO yTBaph. Torma MatTeo
PEe3KUM OBUKEHUEM II0UYTU COpBal C cebs CTUXapk.

— Hapo novtu 3a Kapetou! — BOCKJIUKHYJ OH. — He MOXKeT Xe KHATUHS 10 TaKOU [Orofie UATH Ha
BUIINTY.

OH cTpeMUTeNIbHO HalpaBUJICA K ABepH. TyT poOKo mopan ronoc I'pakx:

— He Mory nu g conpoBoXKaaTh Bac U 4eM-HUOYIb TOMOYb?

YIpaBnsomuy CMepuUil ero B3rasSgoM C TOJIOBH 40 HOT.

— JI71s1 9TOTO eCTh JoCcTaTO4YHO ciyr! Y Bel He 3HaeTe Hallux Jiomanerd. OctaBauTech 30eCh!

[ToBenuTENbHEIM K€ECTOM ITPU3BaB K ce0e ABYX CNyT ¢ GpaKeiaMu, OH OTKPHUI IBePb U OPOCUIICS B
Oypio, HaTrHYB T'OJIOBY, COITPOTHUBIISASICh BETPY, KaK pa3bsipeHHbIH ObIK. BPpOCUB pacTepsHHBIM B3I B
CTOPOHY YepHOT0 aJIbKOBa, OTKYy[a He pa3faBayioch 00JIbIlle HYU II0pOXa, HU 3ByKa, MapraHHa Hallljla
y0exulle 0KOJIO KPeCTHOT0. JTa BHe3amHas I'po3a, pa3pa3uBIIascsd TOUHO B MOMEHT 3aKJ/TI0UeHUS
C0103a, OblJIa ITOCTIeIHEN Kalljei B 4yallle ee TEPIIEHUS.

— JT0 npeA3HaMeHOBaHUE! — MpOIIenTana OHa. — AYPHOE IpeA3HaMeHOBaHue!

— Tl cTana cyeBepHOU? — IIpoBOpYas KaparuHan. — Te6s He TaK BOCIUTHIBAIN. DTO U3-3a
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KopcukaHila, s gymalo, TH CTaja TakKo#. [0BOPST, UTO OH CyeBepeH mo0 6e3paccyacTra.

OHa BHYTpeHHe CXKaJlach IIepef 3TUM IIJIOX0 YKPHITEHIM THEBOM, KOTOPHEIYA He MOTJjIa OOBSICHHUTD... €CITN
TOJTPKO KapAWHAaJ TOXe He OB IOTPSICEH TPO30H U XOTeNl TaKUM 00pa3oM yCIoKouTh cebs. OH,
MOXKeT OBITh, PEILIUT PAacCesiTh pebsueckuit cTpax MapuaHHB CBOMM IPE3PEHUEM, HO JOCTUTHYTHIN
UM pe3y/bTaT OKa3ajcs uHbIM. HanoMuHaHue o HamoseoHe 671aroTBOPHO IOEHCTBOBAJIO Ha
Mapuanny. CnoBHO BceMorymui Kopcukasel BOIIes B 4aCOBHIO C €0 OPJIMHBEIM B3TJISIOM,
TIOBEJIUTEJIbHBIM TOJIOCOM U TOM HEYMOJIMMOM CYpPOBOCTHIO, 0 KOTOPYIO pa30uBauCh CaMble CUJIbHEIE!
E# mo4yyaunocs, 4To OHa CIBIIIUT €r0 HaCMEIUIUBLIN T'0JI0C, ¥ CYEeBEPHBIN CTpaX MTHOBEHHO
yneTy4duscs. Beob mpexk[e BCero pafu Hero COrjiacijaach OHA Ha 3TOT CTPaHHHEIM Opak, pagu
3avaToro uM pebeHka. CKOpO... HABepHOe 3aBTPa, OHa yemeT Bo ®paHIIKI0, K HEMY, ¥ BCE 3TO
OCTaHETCS B ee IIaMsATH KaK OYPHOU COH.

Yepes3 HECKONMBKO MUHYT MaTTeo BepHYCcsA. He roBOpsl HU CJI0Ba, OH C TaKUM HagMEHHBIM BUIOM
IpeoXKuI MapraHHe PyKy, YTO OHa, CJIOBHO HUYEro He 3aMeTHUB, OKHMHYJIa €TI0 XOJIOAHLIM B3TJISIIOM
¥ caMa Iola K aBepu. IIpu Bxofie ciofia ee MOAePK1BaJl KPECTHBIM, a BRIUTH €l MPUOETCS OOHOH,
pas He ObIJIO CyTipyTa, YTOOH ITOAATh el pyKy. Heo0xomumo, o0sg3aTelbHO HEOOX0AUMO aTh IIOHSATh
3TOMY MYXKJIaHY C HarJIbIM B3TJISIOM, UTO OTHHIHE OHa COOMpPaeTCs MOCTYNaTh 3[IeCh Kak
TIOJTHOIIPABHAS X035TMKa WM 110 MeHbIllel Mepe TpeboBaTh K ce6e OTHOIIEHUS KaK K TAKOBOM.

CHapyxu 0OXupala KapeTa C ONYIeHHOU ITIOAHOXKKOW, HEBO3MYTUMO CTOS IIOT JIUBHEM, CIIyra
fepzKa ABeply OTKPBITOM.

Ho mMexny Hell ¥ TOPOTOM YaCOBHHU 00pa30Baiach MKUPOKasi, HETIPEPHIBHO YBETHUUBAOIIASCS JTyXKa.
Mapuanta nogoOpana mnerd cBoero 6eClieHHOro maaThs.

— Ecnu rocmoxa KHATUHS II03BOIUT... — pa3gaincs C3agu roJjiocC.

W mpexpe 4eM OHa CMOTJIa 3alIPOTECTOBATh, MaTTeo OOXBATUII €€ Ha PYKH, YTOOH IIEPEHECTH Yepes
npensaTcTBre. OHa BCKPUKHYJIA ¥ PBAHYJIACh, TBITAsICh U30ABUTHCS OT OTBPATUTEIHLHOTO
IIPUKOCHOBEHMUS LIEIIKUX PYK, IJIOTHO IIPUKABIIUXCS K ee OeipaM U IOIMBIIIKE, HO OH AepKal ee
CJTUIIIKOM KPEIKO.

— HYCTB Ballla MUJIOCTL OCTEPEZKETCA, — CKa3all OH 6e3paBJ'II/I‘-IHbIM TOHOM. — Ballla MHJIOCTE MOXKET
yIIaCThb B I'DA3BG.

MapuraHHa BEIHYXKIeHa ObIJIa TO3BOIKTE €My YCaauTh ce0sl Ha MOMYIIKY KapeTkl. Ho Te MrHOBeHHS,
KOTTla OHA HAXOOuIach y TPYIX STOT0 YeJI0BeKa, BEI3BAIA Y HEe OTBpAIlleHKe, ¥ OHA He TIISAs
afpecoBaia eMy cyxoe» Graromapio «. M maxe BUI MaJIeHbKOTO KapAKWHasla, YIaKOBAHHOTO B €TI0
KPACHYI0 MaHTHIO ¥ [IOCTABIIEHHOTO B KapeTy TeM Xe CIIoco00M, He CMOT Pa3TafuTh HEIOBOIbHEIE
CKJIaOK4 Ha ee JI0y.

— 3aBTpa, — CKa3aJla OHa CKBO3b 3Y6I:>I, KOTrna OH YMOCTHIJICA PAOOM, — S BO3BPAIdlOCh OOMOM.

— Vxe? He cnuiukoMm nu... nocremHo? MHe KaXeTCsl, YTO 3HaKU YBaXKEHUs, IIPOSIBIIEHHEIE TBOUM
CYIIPYyTOM, 3aCiIyKUBAIOT 110 MEHbIIEN Mepe... CKakeM, HefleIbHOr0 IpeObIBaHUs 37eCk.

— §1 uyBCTBY10 Ce0s1 OTBPATUTEIHHO B 3TOM IOME.

— Kyma T8I, ogHako, nmoo6eliaia Bo3BpallaThCa oguH pa3 B rof! [TonHo, MapuaHHa, HEYXKEJU Tak
TPYOHO COTJIACUTHCS C TeM, 4YTO s Impoiry? Mul ObUIM TaK [ONTO pa3aydeHsl! 4 gyMal, 4To Tl X04elllb
IIPOBECTH CO MHOM, 3a HEMMEHNEM APYTOro, 3T HECKOJIbKO JHEN.
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CoBHO [IBe 3eJIeHbIE MOJTHUYM METHYJIMCH U3-TI0] ONMYIIEeHHBIX PECHUI] B CTOPOHY IIpeaTa.
— A BB OCTAHETECH?

— EcTtectBenHo! He mymaelb ke ThI, YTO MHe OBIJIO IPUSITHO TOJIBKO Ha MIHOBEHHUS BHOBL 00peCTH
MOIO0 TIPEXHIOI MaleHbKylo MapuaHHy, Ty, YTO CTPEMIJIAB HECJIaCh HaBCTPedy MHe I0J BEICOKMMU
nepeBbsiMu CenToHA.

OT0 HEOXKUIAaHHOE BOCTIOMUHAHNE HEMEJIEHHO BHI3BAIO CIIE3Y Y MOJIOOH XKEHIIIUHEI.
— 4 gymana... BB laBHO 3a0bLIM TO BPEMSI.

— IloToMy 4TO g He TOBOPUJI 0 HEM? DTO CaMble JOPOTYe MOU BOCIIOMUHAHUA. f nepXKy UX B3alepTy,
B CaMOM IIO0TalHOM YTOJIKE MOET0 CTaporo Cepalia U BpeMs OT BpeMeHH CJierKa IPHOTKPBIBAI0 3TOT
YTOJIOK... KOTZIa YyBCTBYIO Ce0sI CIIUIITKOM YTHETEHHBIM.

— YraereHHBIM? He moxoxe, 4TOOH 4TO-HUOYOb MOTJIO BaC yTHETATh, KPECTHHIM.
— IloToMy 4TO 4 CTaparCh He II0OKa3blBaTh 3TOr0?

[IpuxomuT cTapocTh, MapuaHHa, a BMeCTe C Heu U ycTanocTs. OcTtaHbcs, gutsa moe! Ham
HeobxoouMo, u Tebe U MHe, TTOOBITH BMECTe, 3a0BITh, YTO CYIIIECTBYIOT MOHAXH, BOMHEI, HHTPHUTH. ..
TJIaBHEIM 00pa30M, HHTPuru! Corinacuck... B MaMsTh O IIPOIIJIOM.

Termno BHOBb 00PETEHHOTO [IOBEPHUS COBEPIIEHHO N3MEHMIIO aTMOC(hepy TOPKECTBEHHOTO yYXKUHA,
HEMHOT'0 11033Ke cOOpaBIIero rilaBHEIX YYaCTHUKOB IIPOLIE/IIe! I[ePeMOHUN B @HTUUHOM
IHAPIIECTBEHHOM 3aJie BUJIIEL. ITO OBIJIO TPOMaHOE, BLICOKOE, KaK CO00p, IIOMEIIEHHE C IIOJIOM U3
YEePHBIX MPaMOPHBIX IIJIUTOK, C YIUBUTEIbHLIME ITad)OHAMU Ha IOTOJIKE, Iie TIOBTOPSIJICS reph
CaHT'AHHa: Ha [TeCYaHOM I10JIe CpazKaloIIUIiCs ¢ 30JI0TOM raioKoi emuHOpor. K Tomy ke 3TOT repb
no3abaBunl MapuaHHY, KOTOpasi, CPaBHKBAs €ro Co CBOUM ¢aMUJIbHEIM TepboM, T7ie KpacoBaIuch
mobexXaloniui geonapaa jeB o AcceslbHa U COKOJI UX POJICTBEHHUKOB MOHCAIbBHY, HAIIIA, YTO 9TO
cocTaBiseT cBoOeoOpa3HbIl repanbAudecKuii 3BepuHell.

CreHbl 3aj1a, pacnucaHHble SPKUMU (pecKaMy HeU3BECTHOTO XyOKHUKA, C 0YapoBaTEIbHOM
HaUBHOCTHIO pacCKa3bIBajIu JIeTeHy 0 equHOpore. JTo Obljla IIepBasi KOMHATa BUJUIH, KOTOpas
IEelCTBUTEIbHO MOHpaBmwiachk MapuanHe. Mckimodas POCKOLITHO CEPBUPOBAHHLIN U YKPAIIeHHbIHN
CTOJI, 3eCh OBIIIO0 MEHBIIIEe 30J10Ta, YeM B APYTUX MeCTaX, ¥ 3TO CO3[aBasio OLIyIIeHNe TIOKOS U
pacrionaraio K OTHOBIXY.

Cups 3a OIMHHBIM CTOJIOM MPOTHUB KapauHasa, OHa OTOaBaia 4eCTh ICTBaM C TaKOU
HETIPUHYKEeHHOCTHIO, KaK ecyii Obl HaXO[KJIach B CBOeM 0COOHsIKe Ha JIMIIbCKOM yiulle. Ha ctaporo
MapKu3a fenb KappeTo, TyroBaToro Ha yxo, He IIPUXOAUIOCh PACCYUTHIBATh KaK Ha IPUSITHOTO
cobecennuka. 3aTo rpad Kepappecka ObUI IOJIOH BOOAYIIEBIEHUS U 0KUBJIEHHO roBOpu 6e3
yMoJIKy. Bo Bpemst cMeHb! 6101 MapuaHHa yCIIbIIIana OT Hero O MOCIeIHUX IMPUIBOPHEIX CIIJIETHSX,
00 OYeHb HEXKHBIX OTHOIIEHUSIX BEJIUKOW FepLOTHHYU JIU3HI C KpacaBlieM YeHaMu u ee OypHO#M J100BU
c [TaraHuHYU, ObIBOIBCKUM CKpUIIAuOM. EMy TakxKe COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO U3BECTHO, YTO CECTPaA
HamoneoHa pafa OyaeT MpUYKUCIUTL K CBOEMY OBOPY HOBYIO KHATHHIO CaHT'AHHA, HO MapuaHHa
OTKJIOHHUIIA IIPUTIallleHUE.

— MeHs MaJjio IpuUBieKaeT IPUABOPHAS XU3Hb, rpad. Ecnu O mpeficTaBleHe ee UMIIEPATOPCKOMY
BBICOYECTBY MOT CieJlaTh MOM CYIIpyT, 9TO ObLIO OBl 71T MEHS Belnudauinen pagocTeio. Ho mpu
000HBIX 00CTOSITEIHCTBAX. ..
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CTraphlil CUHBOP TIOCHAll ey MMOJIHBIM TOHUMaHUs B3I/,

— B&I coBepImIn MUIOCEPAHBIN TIOCTYIIOK, KHATUHS, BB 3aMyK 3a MOEro HeC4aCTHOT'O Ky3eHa.
Ho BBl 6eCKOHEYHO MOJIOAHL ¥ ITPEKPACHEI, MEXKAY TEM KaK CaMOOTBEPXKEHHOCTh [OJI?KHA UMETh
npenen. U cpenu qBOPSHCTBA 3TOM CTPaHBI HE HaWAETCS HUKOTO, KTO YIIPEKHYJ OBl Bac 3a BLIXOJ B
CBET UJIU Ha IIPHEM B OTCYTCTBHE Balllero Cylpyra, pa3 ocoboe nojoxenue kHA351 Koppano, K
HECYaCThI0, 3aCTaBNAeT er0 XXUTh 3aTBOPHUKOM U CKPHIBATHCS.

— Brarogapio Bac 3a 9TH CJI0Ba, HO B JAHHBLIM MOMEHT 3TO MEHS IeHCTBUTENIFHO He IIPEeJIbIIaeT.
[To3xe, MOXKeT ObITh... a ceiiuac OyabpTe Tak JT00e3Hbl ¥ COOIAaroBOIUTE MlepefaTh MOe COXKaJleHue...
¥ HUKAUIINYI [IOKJIOH ee UMIIePaTOPCKOMY BEICOYECTRBY.

ManrmHaapHO Mpou3Hecs: TpeOyeMble 9STUKETOM YUYTHUBEIE CITIOBa, MapuaHHa BIIISIbIBANIach B
nmro0e3Hoe MU0 rpada, MHTAsCh MOTafaThCsA, YTO OH B CAMOM fiefle 3HaeT 0 CBOeM Ky3eHe. MI3BecTHO
U eMy, 4To BHHYXmaeT Koppago CaHT'AHHA K TaKOMY HEUYeJI0BEYEeCKOMY CyInecTBOBaHMI0? OH
YIIOMSIHYJI 06» 0CO00M ITOJIOKEHUHU «, XOTS KHSI3b caM IIPU3HAJICS, YTO OOUTCS BHYIIUTE € yXKac.
OHa cobuparnachk 3amaTh 00jee ompemeIeHHEH BOIIPOC, KOTMa KapauHai, 663 COMHEHus,
pasrafaBIIKi X0 ee MBICJIeH, CMEHUT TEMY Pa3roBOpa, CIIPOCHUB Y Ipada 0 HeJaBHUX Mepax,
IPEANPUHSTHX IPOTHB MOHACTHIPEH, M MHTPUTYIOIIAS e TeMa TakK OOJIbIlle ¥ He 3aTparuBaniach 0
OKOHYaHUS yXKHUHA.

Korga momHsmuck u3-3a CTOIa, 00a CBUETENIs CTAJIX MPOIIATHCS, CChIIAsiCh Ha BO3PACT, He
TI03BOJISTIIOIIMY OCTaBaThCs mosnblie. OOuH BO3BpAIIlaiCcs B CBOM gBOpel B JIyKKe, OPyroi — Ha
IPUHA[IJIeXKABIIYI0 €My B OKPECTHOCTSIX BHJUTY, HO 006a BCEeMU CPeCTBAMU M3BICKAHHOU U
CTApPOMOJIHOM YYTUBOCTH BhIPazKajIyu IBIJIKOE XKeJlaHue MMOCKOpee YBUIEeTh BHOBh» CaMyI0 ITPEKPACHYIO
13 KHSITHHb «.

— Bor u elle Ba MOTHITbKA OIAIMIM KPBITbsi! — C TyKaBOM YIIBIOKOM ITPOTOBOPUII I'0The 1€

[la3zei. — 4 xopo11o 3Hato, YTO HaJ0 BCErga YUUTHBaTh BOCTOPXKEHHOCTh UTAIbIHCKOI 0 XapaKTepa,
HO TeM He MeHee!.. BmpoueM, 370 MeHS He yauBnsieT. Ho, — no6aBui oH, BHE3aIIHO IIEPECTaB
ynbI0aThCs, — S HafleloCh, YTO Ha 3TOM TBOS KpacoTa IIPEKPaTUT CBoe TubeslbHOE JeliCTBHE.

— YTO BHI XOTUTE CKa3aTh?

— Yro g mpenmouen 051, 4ToOR Koppamo He Bumesn Tebs.

[ToHMMaeIb, s XOTeNI faTh eMy HEMHOTO CYaCThs. 1 B OTUASTHUY, IPUYUHUB eMy Tope.
— IMTouemy BHI Tak gyMaeTe? B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BHI 2K€e 3HAJIU, YTO S BOBCe He Oe300pa3Ha.

— MHe TONbKO ceiyac MPUIIIO B TONOBY, — IPU3HAJICS IpefaT. — Bupguiib 11, MapuaHHa... BO
BpeMs Bcel Tpane3bl Koppano He cryckan ¢ Tebs rias.

Ona B37pOrHya.
— Kak? Ho Befb... OH He OBLT 3[eCh, 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO! — 3aTeM, BCIIOMHUB OOUTHIA KPACHBIM CaJIOH:
— 3mech HET 3epKara.

— Hert, HO HEKOTOPHIE [IeTanu IIapOHOB Ha MOTOJIKE CABUTAIOTCS, YTOORI TO3BOJIUThL HAOIIOOATh 3a
TeM, YTO IIPOUCXOTUT B 9TOM 3aje... CTapas CUCTeMa CJIeKKH, 0Ka3aBLIAsICs NOBOJIBHO MOJIE3HOH BO
BpeMeHa, korga CaHT'AHHA 3aHMMAJIKCh MTOJTUTUKON, ¥ XOPOIII0 3HaKoMasi MHe. f BUes TaM TIia3a,
KOTOPHIE MOTJIM IIPUHAMJIEKATh TOJIBKO eMy. ECTM 3TOT HeCYaCTHBIN BIIIOOUICS B TEOH...
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— BEI caMu BUTIUTE, YTO MHE JIy4dIle yexaThb.

— Her, aT0 6yzmeT noxoxe Ha 0ercTBO, ¥ Thl OCKOPOUIL €T0. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OCTaBUM €MY 3TO
[Ipu3payHoe cyacTbe!

N xTo 3Haet? MoxkeT 6BITB, OHO 3aCTaBHUT €ro OOHAXKObI B OTCYTCTBHE ITOCTOPOHHUX HE TaK
CKPEIBATHCA OT Tebs.

Ho myis MapuaHHH IepefbliKa KOHYUIach, ¥ CHOBA MOSIBUIIOCH TSTOCTHOE OlyIlneHre. HecmoTpst Ha
BBICKAa3aHHOE KapAUHAJIOM YTELINTEeIbHOE TPENTIOIoKEHNEe, OHA UCIIHITEIBAJIa HEYTO BPOZe
TaZJIMBOCTY IIPU OFHOM MEICIIM, YTO YeJI0BEK C TaKUM 0€3bICXOMHO IeYabHEIM I'0JI0COM CMOXKET
m00uTh ee. Hampsiras mamsiTh, OHa IIBITAlach BCIIOMHUTD YCJIOBHS 3aK/IIOYEHHOTO COTJIAIeHust, nho
3T0 GBI TOJIBKO KOHTPAKT, ¥ HEJIb3s1, YTOOBI OH CTaj 4eM-To OosbmuM!.. Y TeM He MeHee, 9TO, ecnu
Totbe pme Ila3eli paB, eCiid OHa IPHUHECET 3TOMY 0e37THKOMY 4eJIOBEKY HOBYIO 00Jib ¥ CKOpOL?.. OHa
BCIIOMHMJIa 3aleydyaT/IeHHbIN Ha ee MajIbllaX MoLeNlyil ¥ COOPOTHYIack.

Boiins B cBOI0 KOMHATY, OHa Haulla AraTy BHe ce0si. HeoObuHas 11lepeMoHUs, B KOTOPOH OHa
IIpUHUMaJa y4acTHe, BMeCTe CO CTpaxoM nepeq aBoplioM CaHT'AHHaA U HaCTaBJIEHUSIMU NOHHEI
JlaBUHUY O TOM, KaK eyl OTHBIHE HaJJIeXKUT 00paIiaThCsl CO CBOEH X035UKOM, JOBENIU MaJleHbKYIO
KaMepUCTKY OO0 IOJIHOU mpocTpanuu. CTog psagoM ¢ HEBO3MYTHUMOU AOHHOM JlaBUHUEH, OHa ApoxKaja
KaK OCHHOBHIY JIUCT U, YBUMIEB BOLIEAIIYIO X035UKY, CKIIOHUJIACh B TTIyOOKOM, [0 II0JIa, peBepaHce.
Bue3amnHo ee oxBaTula IIaHUKA, @ CTPOTUU B3TJIAM, SKOHOMKHU JOKOHAII ee.

[axe He momyMaB NONHATHCA. AraTa pa3pa3uiach PHOAHUSIMU.
— O! — Bo3MyTUIack foHHA JlaBuHua. — [la oHa coula ¢ yma!

— Het, — MsirKo Bo3pa3uiia MapuaHHa, — OHA MPOCTO pacTepsiyiachk. Ee MOXKHO U3BUHUTH, JOHHA
JlaBuHUS, 51 € HUYero He 0ObSICHUIA, ¥ C TeX 10D, KaK MBI ITPHEeXaliid, Ha Hee 00pPYIIUIOCh CTOJIBKO
HeoxumaHHoro. K ToMy Xke myTemecTBre OBITI0 OUeHb YTOMUTEIILHBIM.

BroBoeM UM ynmanoch IOOHATH AEBYIIKY, KOTOPas fgejlajia OTYasHHBIE IONBITKY U3BUHUTLCS.
— [IycTh roc... rocroxa KHATUHS... IPOCTUT MeHd! ... He IOHUMAa0, YTO CO MHOU CTanoCh. ... ...

— Ee mumocTs mpaBa, — o0opBasa ee MoHHA JIaBUHUS, BCOBHIBAS €H B PYKH IJIaTOK, — BBl IIOTEPSIIIH
BCSIKMI KOHTPOJIb Hafl co0oi, neBouyka. iguTe crmaTh. Eciu rocmoxa 1mo3BOJIKT, ST TPOBOXKY Bac K cebe
¥ 1aM yCIIOKauBaIOIIEro... 3aBTpa Bce OYAET B MOPSIKE.

— Koneuno, nouHa JlaBuuus, uoute!
— 4 celtuac xe BepHYCbh, YTOOBI ITOMOYB TOCIIOKE KHITHHE Pa3leThCs.

B To BpeMs Kak OHa yBJIeKJIa ¢ CO00¥ 3amuTyi0 ciie3aMu AraTy, MapuaHHa Iogomiia K 60IbIIoOMYy
BEHEIIMaHCKOMY 3epKaJly, Iepel KOTOPEIM CTOSII HU3KHH JTAKMPOBAHHBIA CTOTUK CO MHOXKECTBOM
XPYCTaJIbHHIX (DTaKOHUYMKOB ¥ MaCCHBHBIX 30JI0THIX TyaJeTHBIX MPUHAIexRXHOCTel. OHA YyBCTBOBAsIa
ce0s1 6eCKOHEYHO yCTaJIol, 1 efUHCTBEHHEIM ee XKejlaHKeM OblJIo ITocKopee Jiedb. bobias
30JI04Y€HAast KPOBATh C OTBEPHYTHIM ITOKPHIBAJIOM ¥ O€JI0CHEKHBIMU ITPOCTBIHSIMYU, HOYHUYOK TI0T
OamaxuHOM U B3OUTHIE MTOAYIIKHA MAaHUIH K OTHBIXY.

Taxxenasd nuageMa faBuia Ha 1060 MapruaHHe, ¥ OHa OIIyTHIa IpubnuxeHrue Murpesu. OHa ¢ TPyIOM
OTLIeNKTIa yKpallleHue 0T yAepXKUBAIIIKX ero 0yJIaBoK, He IS [TOJI0XKUTIA Ha CTOIMK U PacIyCTUma
BOJIOCHL [I71aThe ¢ ero MIOTHOU BHIIMBKOU U OJIMHHBIM IUIeH(OM TaKKe CTECHSIIO ee, U, He 0XKuaas
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BO3BpalleHUs JOHHH JIaBuHMY, MapraHHa pe II1ia 0CBOOOOUTHLCS OT HEro. M30rHyB ruOKui CTaH,
elre He 00HapYXKUBABIIUYM CKOPOE MAaTEPUHCTBO, OHA OTCTETHYJIa 3aCTEXKKY U [TO3BOJIUIIA TAXKETIOMY
OHesTHUIO YIacTh K ee HoraMm. OHa IepelIaruyia 4yepes3 Hero, mogoopana u 6pocusa Ha Kpeco,
CHsiIa 100Ky ¥ YYJIKM, 3aTEM, OfieTasl TOJIbKO B ITPO3PAYHYI0 0AaTHUCTOBYIO PyOaIlKy C BaJlaHChEHCKUMHE
KpyZKeBaMH, CJIafiKo ITOTSHYIach CO B3LOXOM YIOOBIETBOPEHHUS, HO... B3J0X CMEHHUJICS KPUKOM yXKaca.
[Tepen Hell B 3epKalie 0TPa3UIOCh JIUI0 MYKUYKHBI, TOXKUPABIIETO €€ aTYHBIMU T'Ta3aMHy.

OHa MrHOBEHHO 00epHyach, HO YBUIeNla TONTBKO 3epKaja Y CTeH, He 0TpakaBIIue HUYero, KpoMe
CTIIOKOMHOTO OTHS CBeYel. B KOMHATe HMKOTO He Obl/I0, TeM He MeHee MapuaHHa MOTJIa IPUCSATHYTE,
yTo MaTTeo [TaMuaHu OBUT TYT, YTO OH CO CKOTCKHM BOXKIEIEHHEM CIIe[u, KaK OHa pa3meBaeTcs.
OmHako Tenephb He OBITI0 HUKOTO0. CTOsI/Ia TOTHAs THINKHHA. Hu mopoxa, HU B3[OXa...

C nmogxocuBIIMMHUCS HOraMyd MapuaHHa yIiajla Ha CTOSIBIIMY Mepef] TyaJIeTHEIM CTOJTMKOM TaOypeT u
IIpoBesia 1o 10y gpoxkaled pykoi. He ObII0 U 3TO rayumonrHaImen? MoxeT ObITh, YIIPABIISIONINN
HaCTOJIBKO B3BOJIHOBAJI €€, UTO y2Ke HauMHaeT YyOUThCA IoBCcony? Unu 310 oT yctanoctu? OHa yxe
He Oblla yBEpEHa, UTO [eUCTBUTEJILHO BUeNa ero... He Morio nu 60/1e3HeHHO HalpskKeHHoe
CO3HAHUe BLI3BATh U3 HEOBITUSI 3TO J'[I/II_IO?

Korma mouHa JIaBUHHUS BepHYIACh, OHA HAIIJIa €e PAacIpoCTEePTON Ha TabypeTe, IOIyo0HaKEHHOH,
0eJ10# Kak II0JI0THO.

OHa B 0TYassHUY BCIUIECHYJIa PyKaMHu.

— Baima MmumnocTs HebGnaropa3yMHbl! — yIpekHya oHa. — [loyeMy Bbl He TIOJ0XKAanu MeHs?.. Brl Bcs
npoxute! Hagerock, BH He OOJTBHEI?

— 91 B mOTHOM M3HEMOXEHUH, MoHHa JlaBuHus. 4 XoTesa ObI TOCKOPee JIedb U CIaTh... CIaTh. He
[afuTe JIX BbI MHE HEMHOT'O TOTO, UTO BHI fanmu Arate? f xouy ObITh YBePEHHOU B CIIOKOMHOM HOYH.

— 3TO0 BIIOJIHE ECTECTBEHHO II0CJIE TAKOTO THS.

CrnycTs HeCKOIBKO MCHOBEHUM MapuaHHa jiexkasla B [I0CTeJH, a fOoHHa JlaBuHUS Iofiaia ey TEIIyIo
HACTOWKY, IPUSTHHIM apoMaT KOTOPO ykKe IOoAeHCTBOBal Ha Hee 61aroTBopHo. OHa ¢
IIPHU3HATEIbHOCTHIO BHIIIKAIIA €€, JKejasi HaKOHell n30aBUThCS OT CBOMX HaBSI3YMBHIX MEICTIEH, 100 0e3
IIOCTOPOHHEM TTOMOIIY OHA He cMorjla Obl, HECMOTPS Ha YCTalIO0CTh, YCHYTh, IIOMHSI 00 3TOM
YBUAJEHHOM UJIY IPUBUAEBIIEMCS JKIle. BO3M0OXKHO, JOrafbBasCh O ee CTpaxaX, JOHHA JlaBUHUS
IIOA0IIJIa K OMHOMY U3 Kpecerl.

— 4 momoxk[my 37ech, MOKa roCIoXKa KHATHHS He YCHET, YTOOB! OBITh YBEPEHHOM, YTO ee COH
CIIOKOeH, — noo0felrasna oHa.

YyBCcTBys cebst 3HAUUTEIBHO JTy4lie, MapraHHa 3aKphlyia I'Jla3a ¥ MPefoCTaBUIa HaCTOMKe OeaTh
cBoe f1e710. Bckope oHa yKe KpemKko Craa.

[onHa JlaBuHUS HENIOABUXKHO cufelna B Kpecyie. OHa BEIHYJIa YETKU U3 CJIOHOBOX KOCTH U, TUXO
nepebupast X, MOJIUIACh. BHE3aTHO B HOYM MOCJIBIIIAJICS CTYK JIOUIATUHBIX KOIBIT, CHaYasla JIeTKUi,
3aTeM Bce 0Oojiee 1 0ojiee TPOMKUN. JKOHOMKa OeCIIyMHO BCTasla, IIOAOIIa K OKHY U ClleTKa
OTOABUMHYJIa OOHY M3 3aHaBeceil. Boanmu, B TyMaHHOM Mpake IosiBUiIach 0esnas purypa, mepecekia
JIy’KalKy 4 Tak kKe CTPEMUTEIbHO MCYe3a: HeCyIIasics rajonoM JIolaab C TEMHBIM BCAgHUKOM.

Torpma ¢ riny00OKUM B3[OXOM IOHHA JIaBUHUS OTIIyCTHJIA 3aHABEC U BEPHYJIACh HA CBOE MECTO Y
M3T0JI0BbSI MapuaHHHI.
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Eif He X0TeJoCh CIaTh. ITOU HOYBIO, OoNlee ueM Korma-nmubo, OHa YyBCTBOBAJa, YTO €i HAmo
OOHOBPEMEHHO MOJIMTHCS 3a Ty, YTO CIaja 3[eCh, ¥ 3a TOT0, KOTO OHa TI00u/a, Kak COOCTBEHHOTO
pebeHKa, 4TOOB 3a HEBO3MOXKHOCTBIO CUACThsI HE0O0 XOTs ObI JapOBaJIO UM ClagKoe 3a0BeHHe IOKOS.

I'nasa III. BE3YMHAA HOYb

Cusioliee COJNHIIE, 3aIMBaBIllee KOMHATY, ¥ JOJITHM CIIOKOMHBIN OTOLIX BEPHY/IM MapruaHHe BCIO ee
JKU3HEPaloCTHOCTb.

HouHast rpo3a BCce 0CBEXKMKIIA B ITapKe, a COPBAaHHEIE HEMCTOBLIM BETPOM BETKHU U JIUCThS OBIIH YK€
yOpaHbI CaJjOBHUKAMU BUJUTHL. JINCTBA JePeBhEB CONEPHUYAIA STPKOCTLIO 3€JIEHU C TPABOH, U Yepe3
pacIaxHyToe OKHO BIIMBAJICS CBEKUU BO3MYX, HAITOEHHEIH apOMaTOM CeHa, JKMMOJIOCTH, KMUITaPHUCOB U
po3MapHHa.

Kak u 3acrimasi, oHa yBHUiesa BO3Jie KPOBATH YIIbIOAOIIYIOCS NOHHY JIaBUHHMIO, YCTaHABIMBAIOIIYIO B
00/bIII0N Ba3e IPOMafHYI0 OXamkKy pPo3.

— MoHCeHbOP BhIPa3u KelaHue, YTOOH ITEePBLIM B3TJISAA TOCIOXKY KHATUHY YIIal Ha cCaMble
IIpeKpacHBIe U3 I1BeTOB. M, — mo0aBuia oHa, — TaKXke Ha 9TO.

» ITUM» OKa3aJCs CYHOYK CONMUOHBIX Pa3MepOB, CTOSIBIINY OTKPHITHIM Ha KoBpe. OH OBl 3am0JIHEeH
MIKaTyJIKaM{ U3 CaHAaJIOBOTO JepeBa U QyTnsipaMu U3 YepHOU Koxku ¢ repbamu CaHT'AHHa, CO
clelaMy BpeMeHH, OORIYHBIMY M1 CTAPUHHEIX BEIleH.

— YTo 3TO Takoe? — crnpocuiia MapuaHHa.

— lIparomneHHOCTH KHATHHL CaHT AHHA, TOCIIOXKaA... ITH IPUHaIeXanu JOHHe AnpruaHe, MaTepu
Halllero KHA34... OTHU... ApyruM KHAruHaM! HekoTophle 04eHb IpeBHUE.

IIelCTBUTEIBHO, YETO TYT TOIBKO He OBIJI0, HaYMHAs C 04eHb KPACUBHIX aHTUYHBIX KaMHEW ¥ KOHYas
CTPAHHBIMU BOCTOUYHBIMHU OParolleHHOCTSIMU, HO OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh COCTaBIISAINA BEJIUKOJIEIHbIE
TsI2KeJIble YKpallleHUusI BpeMeH Bo3poxkmeHus, B KOTOPHEIX TPOMafiHble, He MTPABUIIbHOM (OPMEI
JKeMYYKUHH CJTyKUJIY TeJlaMU CHUPEH WY KEHTaBPOB Cpeay CKOIJIEHUSI KaMHel BCeX I[BETOB. brlnu
TYT TOXKe U 60jiee CBexXue yKpalleHus, Bpofe OPUIITHAHTOBLIX OXKepesuii, YTOOb OKauMIISITh
IIEeKOJIbTe, CBEPKAIOIIE Cepbry, OpaceTHl ¥ KOIbe U3 AparolieHHEX KaMHel. HeKoTopble KaMHU
ObLnu elnle He onpaBlieHkl. Korga MapuaHHa Bce IPOCMOTpeNa, oHHA JIaBUHUS IPOTIHY A el
HeOOJIbIIYI0 cepeOpsSHyI0 IIKATY/IKy, B KOTOPOM Ha YepHOM OapxaTe IOKOUJIMCh IBeHAAIlaTh
HeOOBIKHOBEHHHIX U3YMPYHI0B. [[poMafiHble, HO IPUMUTUBHO OTPpaHEeHHBIE, TITYOOKO! U BMECTE C TEM
IIPO3PAYHOM OKPACKH, C IPKUM 071€CKOM, OHHU, 6€3yCII0BHO, OBIJIM CAaMBIMU ITPEKPACHBIMU U3 BCEX,
KaKre Korga-nuoo Bupmena MapuaHHa. Jlaxke nmogapeHHbe HammoneoHOM He IIM HU B KaKoe
CpaBHeHUE C 3TUMH. Y BOPYT U3 yCT 9KOHOMKH pa3fajiiCh CJI0Ba UMIIepaTopa:

— MOHCEeHBOP CKa3aJl, YTO OHM TAKOTO0 JKe IIBeTa, KaK U I'Ja3a rocnoxu. Ero men, kHsa3b Ce6acThsIHO,
npuBe3 ux u3 I[lepy s cBoedt xKeHbl. Ho oHa He mo0ujIa 9T KaMHHU.

— [MTouemy? — crnpocunia MapraHHa, YUCTO MO-KEHCKU JTI00YSICh UTPOI CBETA B I'PAHIX U3YMPY/IOB.

— JIpeBHUE CUMTAJIH, YTO OHU SIBJISIOTCS CUMBOJIOM ITOKOs ¥ J1t00BU. [JoHHa JItocuHaa o6oxkamna
11000BE, HO... HEHaBUeJla [IOKOH.

Tak MapraHHa B ITePBBIY pa3 YCbIIIaIa UM XKEeHIITMHE, KoTopas OblIa [0 TOTO BIo6IeHa B
cobcTBeHHOe n300paxkeHue, YTO 3aCTaBuIa 3aKPHITh 3epKallaMy CTeHH CBOei KOMHATH. Ho y Hee He
0Ka3aJIoCh BpeMeHHU ITPOMAOJIKUTE paccrpockl. Crenas peBepaHc, foHHA JIaBUHUSA cO0OIIMIa, YTO
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BaHHA 'OTOBA, YTO KapAWHAJI XIeT ee K 3aBTPaKY, ¥ OCTaBUJIa ee B pyKaxX AraThl, Ipexkae YeM HOBas
KHSATUHS yCIesia MOMPOCUTh ee 0CTaThCS ¥ OTBETUTh Ha HEKOTOPHIE BOIPOCH. Ha mulle crapoi
JKEHIIMHBI TPOMEJIbKHYJIO HeOBOJIbHOE BRIPaZKeHUe, ¥ B3TJIS ee OMPAYMIICS, CJIOBHO OHA yIIpeKasa
ce0s 3a TO, UTO ITPOU3HECTIA 3TO UM, ¥ OHA ITOCIeluia yaanuThcsa. OHa sIBHO X0Tesa u3bexkaThb
HEMUHYEMBIX PACcCIIPOCOB.

Ho xorga MapuaHHa BCTPETHIIACh C KPECTHEIM B OMO/IMOTEKE, TIe UM CePBUPOBAIN 3aBTPAK, TO
II0CJIe PaccKasa O MepedaHHBIX el paMUIBHBIX IParoleHHOCTSX OHA 3ajajia BOIPOC, KOTOPOTo
n30exasa JoHHa JIaBUHUS.

— Kewm xe Bce-Taku Onina 6abyinka KHs351? Kpome TOTO, 4TO ee 3Banu JIIOCHH[OM, 5 CIIbIIIajia TOJIBKO
HETOHSITHbIE HAMEKHU ¥ HEe[IOMOJIBKH. BEl 3HaeTe nmouemy?

He oTBeuas, KapiuHas 3a/IUjI CBOM MaKapOHHI O0MIbHOU MOPIMel Maxy4ero TOMaTHOTO Coyca,
no6aBuy Tyfa Chlpa ¥ CTapaTesibHO IlepeMeltal. 3aTeM OH I0Ipo06oBasl IOIyYeHHY0 CMeCh U
HaKOHel] 3asIBUIL:

— Hert. 4 ue 3Har0.

— Jla nonHOTe! OTO Ke HEBO3MOXKHO! ¢l yBepeHa, 4TO BH C AaBHUX IIOP 3HAaKOMEL ¢ CaHT'AHHa.
ViHade kakK Obl BB MOTJIU OBITH IIOCBSIILIEHHBIMU B OKPYZKamoIlyi0 KHI34 Koppamo TalHy?

Bl He MoKeTe Hu4Yero He 3HaTh 00 9To# Jltocunme!.. CKaXXuTe MPOCTO, YTO HE XOTUTE TOBOPUTh...

— TrI Tak cropaelmb OT JII00OIBITCTBA, YTO HEMEJIEHHO IIPOX3BeJia MeHS B JITYHE, — PacCMesIcs
KapguHan. — Hy xopoliro, foporoe AuTs, 3Hail XKe, 4YTO HU OOUH KHA3b LIepKBU He JIXKeT... BO BCIKOM
cnydae, He 0oJblie 11000T0 CeIbCKOro Kiope. Tak 4To, BIIOJIHE OTKPOBEHHO I'OBOPS, g 3HaI0 0 Hel
TOJILKO TO, YTO OHa OblJla BeHel[MaHKa U3 0YeHb OnaropogHoi ceMby COpaHIIo U Ype3BhYaliHO
KpacuBa.

— ITostomy u 3epkana! OgHaKo TO, YTO OHa OblIa OYE€Hb KPAaCUBOM U Yepecuyp BOCXUIlanach cCo60H,
He 00BbSICHSET BEI3BAHHBIM 9TOM KEHITMHON 3aroBop ModaHus. IToxoxe maxe, 94TO UCUE3 ee
IIOPTPET.

— JlomXeH cKa3aTh, YTO, CYAs IO TOMY, YTO S CMOT y3HaTh 00 9TOM, OHHA JIFOCHHIA MOJTb30BaIachk...
I'M... He 0COOEHHO X0polel penyranuei. HeKoTopsle U3 TeX, y2Ke HEMHOTHe, KTO 3HAJl ee,
yTBEPXKMIAloT, YTO OHa OblTa 6€3yMHA, IPYrue — YTO OHA OblyTa KOJAYHBEN UM, BO BCSAKOM CITy4ae, B
OYeHb XOPOIIKMX OTHOIIEHUSX C feMOHaMu. Takoe HeHOo00IUBAIOT 30EeCh... KakK, BIPOYeM, U Be3fe!

MapuraHHe T0Ka3ai0Ch, YTO KapouHas YMBIIIIEHHO YTO-TO HeloroBapuBaeT. HecMoTpst Ha Bce
yBazKeHHe U JoBepHe, KOTOPOe OHa MKTajla K HeMYy, OHa He MOTJIa u30aBUTLCS OT CTPAHHOTO
OLIYILIEHUS: OH He TOBOPHUT €M IpaBAy... I 110 MEHbIIIeH Mepe BCIO MpaBAy. PeluB Bce-Taku
IPOOUTHCS KaK MOXKHO Jasiblile CKBO3b ero 000POHY, OHA C HEBUHHBIM BHIOM CIIPOCHIIA, BEIOUpAs
BHUIITHYU U3 Ba3bl C GPyKTaMMU:

— A... rme HaxomuTCs ee TpoOHUIIA? B yacopHe?

KapmuHan 3akamuisiiics, CJIOBHO IIOTIEPXHYJICS, HO 3TOT KallleJlb ToKa3asicsi MapuaHHe HEMHOTO
IPUHYXKIEHHBIM, ¥ OHa CIIpocuiia ce0si, He ObIJI T OH MaCKHPOBKOM BHE3aITHO IIOKPACHEBIINX IIEK
ee KpecTHOTO. TeM He MeHee OHa C JJaCKOBOM YIRIOKOM IIPOTSIHYIa eMy CTaKaH BOLHL.

— Brmmente! 310 nmpouger!
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— Cmacu6o! I'poOHuUIIA... TM... ee BOOOIIIE HET!
— Het rpoGHuUIB?
— Her. JTiocunpa Tparuyecku norubia BO BpeMsi moxapa.

OT ee Tena HUYETO HE OCTANOCh... B 4acOBHe JOJIKHO YTO-TO OBITh, KaKasi-TO HAMMUCh... TM...
yrnomuHarmas 06 atoM. He xouels ¥ TH Tenephb IPOUTUCE 10 TBOEMY HOBOMY BIafeHUI0?

[Toroma 3amMevaTesnbHasi, a IApK Tak KpacuB! 3aTeM, eCTh KOHIOIIHU, KOTOPEIe, 0€3yCI0BHO, IPUBEOYT
TeOs B BOCXUIIEHUE.

TrI Tak mobuma nomaaed, Korga 6sta peberkoM! T Ke He 3HAEIb, YTO 3[EITHNe XKUBOTHEIE TOTO
JKe MTPOMCXOXKOEHUS, YTO ¥ 3HAaMEHUTHIE Jolaau U3 MMmepaTopckoro MaHexka B Bene?

9to nunuuanel. Ipurepuor Kaps, kotopsii B 1580 rogy 3aBen B Jlunuuie 3HaMeHUTHIN KOHHBIN
3aBOfI, IPUBE34 TyHa UCIaHCKWW MOJOJHSK, Mogapui TorgamrieMy CanT' AHHa XKepebila —
IIPOU3BOAUTENS U IBYX KOOI, C TEX IOpP KH3bSI 9TOTO AOMa 3aHUMAIOTCS YAy4YIlIeHUEeM ITOPOIHL. ..

Kapnunan 3aBencs. becmone3no Ob10 MHITATHCS OCTAHOBUTH €T0, TEM O0JIee BEPHYTH €T0 K TEME,
KOTOPYIO OH, KaK ¥ NOHHA JIaBUHMS, BUTUMO, IIPEATIoYnTaN H3beratb. ATOMY CIIOBOM3BEPKEHHUIO,
MelawieMy MapraHHe BCTaBUTh XOTh CJIOBEYKO, YIAJI0Ch OTBIEYb €€ MBIC/IH. Y el CTBUTEIBHO,
BBIA[IS C HUM Ha TPOMAHBINM JBOP KOHIOIIHM, MOJIOJAs XKEeHIIMHA Ha BpeMs 3a0bljla 0 TAMHCTBEHHOU
JlrocuHpe, 4TOOB OTOATHCS ITEIIKOMY YYBCTBY, KOTOPOE OHAa BCErja MuTaa K jomansaM. KcrtaTtu, oHa
obOHapyxwuna, uto ['pakx-I'anuubarn [1koll, ee Kydep, Ollepedun ee U YyBCTBOBaJI cebs 3Mech Kak
pri6a B Bofie. XOTSI OH COBEPIIEHHO HE 3HAJ UTAJIbHCKOTO, MTAPHUIIKY ITPEKPACHO IIOHUMaIH
Omaromapst BEIPA3UTEIbHOM MUMHUKE IMapuKCKOro raMeHa. OH yXKe CTaJjl IPYroM BCeX KOHIOXOB U
MaJIbYUIIEK, KOTOPHIE TPU3HAIN B HeM OpaTa 1o MpogeCcCHi.

— Huxkorpga He Bufasn Takux KpacoTok! ®opMeHHBbIH pait TyT, MaM3eab MapuaHHa! — BOCKIMKHYII OH,
3aMeTUB MOJIOAYIO XKEHIIUHY.

— Ecnu TH X0Yelllb, YyTOOBI TEOS 1 BIIpeOb CIOOa IIyCKaJlH, MOM MaJlbYlK, — HE TO B IMyTKY, HE TO
BCEpPbE3 3aMEeTHUJI KapAuHall, — Tebe Hago IIPUBBIKATE TOBOPHUTL: I'OCIIOZKAa KHATHHS, UJIK Ballla
MMHIIOCTE... €CJIKM THI HE OTHAIIlb IIPEJIIOYTEHUA €€ CBeTneﬁmemy BbICO‘-IeCTBY?..

— Csger... HagoOHO OyeT MOTepPIeTh CO MHOM, MaM... 51 X0Uy CKa3aTh: TOCIOXKa KHATUHSA, — I'YCTO
TIOKPACHeB, monpaBuics ['pakx. — $1 6010Ch, YTO HE CPa3y IPUBLIKHY U OyIy ITyTaThCS.

— l'oBopH IIPOCTO: CymaphIHs, MO MUK ['pakx, u Bce OymeT B MOpsiaKe. A Tenepb ITOKaXU MHE
JKMBOTHBIX.

Ony OBUIH B CAMOM [eJie BEeJIMKOJIEIIHEIE, ITOJIHEIE OTHS, C MOIIHBIMHY IIeSIMH, TOHKMMHU CHJIBHBEIMHU
HOTraM#u, 6eJI0CHEXKHOM, 6e3 eIMHOTO MSITHHIIIKA, MacTH. BhIJIO HECKOJIBKO YePHBIX KaK Ipeld, HO
TaKWX e IIpeKpacHeX. MapuaHHe He TpeboBasioch 3aCTaBIAThL ce0s1 BoCXUIaThes. K ToMy e oHa
o0agasna OYeHb TOYHHIM, OLEHUBAIOIIMM B3TJISIA0M, TaK 4TO He 6OJIbIlle YeM 3a Yac BeCh IePCOHA
KOHIOIIEeH Obln yOeXIeH, YTO HOBasi KHATUHS 00Jlee YeM JOCTOWHA HOCUTH 3TO uMs. Ee KpacoTa
mofesasna oCTalbHOe, U, KOT{Ia OHA JOBOJIbHO IIO3THO BeYepOM BO3BPATUIIACH B IOM, TO, K OOIBIIOMY
yIOBJIETBOPEHHUIO KapAuHalla, OCTaBHJIa 3a CO00# 3TOT MaJIeHbKUN MUPOK 3aBOEBAHHBIM.

— TrI mpepcTaBinsentb cede, YeM Thl OTHBIHE CTaja s Hux? ITogIuHHOM X035HKOM, 3HAIOMIEeH 1
moHKMarloIel. Tel MpUHEeCIa UM HacTosIee o0IeryeHue.
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— MHe 04eHb IIPpUATHO, HO 6OJ'II:>H.IYI-O 4YaCTh BPEMEHHU UM IIPUOETCA KHUTh 0e3 MeHs. Bu XOopouio
IIOHMMaeTe, 4YTO 4 OJOJI2KHAd BEPHYTHECA B HapI/I}K... TOJIBKO pagu TOTO, YTOOBI COTJIACOBATH C
HMIIEpaTOpPOM MO€ HOBOE€ IIOJIOZKEHHE... BrI emie He 3HaeTe, 4TO TaKOe ero THEB.

— Mory IIpeacCTaBUTh... HO IIOCJI€ BCETO Tebe HUYTO He CTpaHIHO! Ecnu TH 0CTaHelkscs. ..

— OH BHOJIHE CIIOCOOEH UCIONIb30BaTh CBOUX XKAHJAPMOB, YTOOE! 3aII0TyYUTh MEHS... TIOHOOHO TOMY,
KaK OH BBICJIAJ Bac B PeiimMc, B my4IeM ciay4ae, IpuOETrHyTh K MOMOIIY IIOCPefHUKA!

Braromapio mokopHo. f1 mpeamounTaio 6€rCTBY OTKPBITHINA 00 U IPH 3TUX 00CTOSTEIbCTBAX JIyUIIIe
00BSICHIOCEH CaMa.

— CKaxu IPOCTO, YTO HU 3@ YTO B MUPE THI He X0TeJIa Okl YIYCTUTh BO3MOXKHOCTh BHOBb VBUIETh
ero! — mevyasabHO B3[OXHYJ KapOWHA. — ThH O-TIPEXKHEMY JIIOOHUIIE €ro...

— A pa3sBe 51 KOTa-HUOYOb yTBEPK/Iaia IPOTUBHOE? — C HEKOTOPHIM BEICOKOMEPHEM OTIIapupoBaia
MapuaHHa. — HuKorma He gymara, 9TO BBl CITOCOOHEI Tak ommbaThes. [la, 1, KaK u mpexae, 00110
ero. 4 coxamne 00 3TOM, MOXKeT OBITh, TAaK XK€, KaK ¥ B, XOTS ¥ [0 APYTUM IIPUYKMHAM, HO 5 JTI06JTIO
€ero, u TyT g 6eccunbHa.

— 4 370 npekpacHo 3Han! becCMBICTIEHHO IPOI0XKaTh criop! BpeMeHaMu Tel MHE O4Y€HbD
HaIlOMUHAeIb TeTYLKYy JJUIKAC: TaK e HeTepIleNuBa U Bcerga pBelscs B 6oi! U Tak xe
BenukopnyimHa! Hudero! f yBepeH, 4To TH BepHEIILCS CIOMA, & 9TO CaMoe TJIaBHOe.

ConHIle caguioch 3a IOTEMHEBIIYIO 3eJIeHb ITapKa, U MapuaHHa CO CMyTHOM TPEBOTOH Clefusa 3a
er0 UCUe3HOBEHUEM.

BmecTe ¢ cymMepkaMu Bce IOMeCThe 00BOIaKKUBaIOCh HeO0bSICHUMOW TPYCThIO, CIIOBHO BMECTE CO
CBETOM €T0 IOKH[asia 1 KH3Hb. ITO OBIJIO TO, YTO 3aBCerfaTard 9TUX MeCT Ha3blBa/IM «una
morbidezza»— U3HEKEHHOCTb — ¥ YTO IMPOUCXOIMIIO, MOXKET OBITh, U3-3a U3OBITKA KPACOTHI
nei3axel ¥ U3MEHUYUBBIX KPAcoK Hela.

BosBparmasick oMo, MapuaHHa, BHe3aIlTHO OXBaYyeHHas JIETKUM 03HOOOM, YKyTaa IJIeun
MYCJIMHOBHIM IIap@oM, momoO6paHHEIM B TOH K ITPOCTOMY 0€JI0OMY IIJIaThi0, ¥, HETOPOILIMBO LIarast
PSIOM C ITpefiaToM, OKMHYJIA B3TJIIIOM Ty YacTh, Iie XKUJ KHsA3b Koppago.

Bricokue okHa ObLIN TEMHBIMH, MOZKET GLITL, 13-3a 3aKPBITHIX 3aHaBecey, ¥ HU OOUH JIy4 CB€Ta He
IPOrIgaabeIBall OTTyOa.

— BrI He cunTaeTe, — CKas3aja OHa BOPYT, — YTO S HOJIXKHA I006IarofapuTh KHA3S 3a
[paroleHHOCTH, KOTOPhIe OH Iiepefial MHE CEerogHs yTpoM? MHe KaxeTcs, 3TO IIPOCTOM HOJIT
BEXKJIUBOCTH.

— Her. 310 GymeT ommbkoi. [1o MHEHUIO KHS35, OHU [OIKHb IpUHaAiekaTh Tebe. Thl IBNISeNIbCs
UX XpaHUTEbHULEH... T0J00HO TOMY, KaK KOposb OpaHIuy ABISETCS XpPaHUTEIEeM COKPOBHII]
KOPOHHI. 3a OTIaHHOE Ha XpaHeHue He 6arogapsr.

— OpHAKO U3yMpPYLHL...
— be3 comMHeHus, Momapok Nu4Ho KHATuHe CaHnT'AHHA!

ThI BCTaBUILb UX B OIIPaBy, Oyellb HOCUTS H... lepefalllb CBOMM HacienHuKaM. HeT, Gecrosie3Ho
IBITAaThCS TPUOTHU3UTHCS K HEMY. £ YBEPEH, UTO OH 3TOTO HE JKeJaeT.
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Ecnu TH X0Yelllb CAenaTh €My IIPUATHOE, HOCH OPAroeHHOCTH, KOTOPEIE OH Tebe man. dTo Hy‘-lH.IPIfI
croco6 IIOKa3aTh, YTO OHH JOCTaBHUIIN Tebe pPanocCTh.

B aT0T Beuep k obeqy, MOJAaHHOMY € C KapAUHAJIOM B. OTPOMHOM CTOJIOBOM, OHA IPUKOJIOJIA MO
[IeKOJIbTe IIUPOKUH 30/10TOM arpad ¢ pyOMHaMu U KeMUYyToM, XOPOIII0 TapMOHUPOBABILUY C
TSKEeJIBIMU YIOJIMHEHHBIMU cepbraMu. Ho Kak OHa HU cTapajiach BO BpeMsi BCell Tpane3sl He3aMeTHO
TIOTJISIABIBATh HA MOTOJIOK, OHA HE 3aMETH/Ia TaM HU MaJelIInX NPU3HAKOB XKU3HHU H... ObIIa
yOWBIIEHA, UCIIBITAB IIPU 3TOM pa3odyapoBaHue. OHa YyBCTBOBasa ce0st KDAaCUBOM B 9TOT Beyep U 3TOU
KPacoTO# X0Teja BEIPA3UTh MOJTYATMBYIO TPU3HATENIBHOCTh CBOEMY HEBUAUMOMY Cympyry. Ho
HUYero He npousouo. He 6s110 faxxe MatTeo [JaMuaHu, KOTOPOTO OHAa He BUIEJIA BECh IEHbD, U
BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO, YTO OHa 06paTHiIach C BOIIPOCOM K 3arJITHYBIIEeH B KOMHATY NOHHE JIaBUHUU:

— CkaxwuTe, moxkKanayucra, pa3Be KHSA3b yexan?
— Her, Bamma Mmunocts. IToueMy BEI CIIpalIiBaeTe?

— Jla Tak, mpOCTO BECh IeHb He OIIYLIAJIOCh €T0 MPUCYTCTBUS, U 5 JaKe He BUeNa HU ero
cekpeTaps, Hi 0TIla AMYH[IH.

— MartTeo moexasn 1o fiejaM K JlaJlbHUM apeHaTopaM, a KamesjaH OblI ¢ ero cusitenbCcTBoM. OH
BLIXOJIUT OT HET'O TOJIbKO B YaCOBHIO U OMOIMOTEKY. [JoMKHa 7T 51 CKa3aTh MaTTeo, YTO BH XKejaeTe
ero BUOEThL?

— Her, koHeuyHO! — 4yTh GBICTPEE, UeM CJIe[0BajI0, OTBETUIA MapuaHHa. — 4 IPOCTO CIIPOCHTIA.

OHa ponro nexasna B nocTenu 6e3 CHa, U NPOLUIM YackH, IpeXe YeM OHa COMKHYJIa BeKU. YKe 3a
II0JIHOYb, KOT[Ja OHa HAaKOHel] HayaJsla 3acChlllaTh, U3 IapKa JOHeCCs CTYK KOIBIT, ¥ OHAa Ha MTHOBEHUE
Hampsaria ciayx. Ho, mogymas, uTo 310, 663 COMHEHUS, BepHYBIIMiics MaTTeo [laMuaHu, OHa He cTaja
0eCIOKOUTHLCS ¥, BHOBb 3aKPHIB I'1a3a, IOTPy3Usiach B COH.

Be3MsTexRKHO MPOXOOUTH OHU, IIOX0XKKeE Ha MepBhlid. B 0011ecTBe KapauHana MapruaHHa 0CMOTperia
UMeHUe, chesajia HeCKOJIbKO IIPOTYJIOK 110 OKPECTHOCTSIM B OHOM M3 MHOTOYKCIIEHHBIX KaperT,
3anonHABIIKUX capau. OHa MmoceTuNa KynanbHu B JIyKKe — KaKHe-TO CTPaHHbIE aHTUYHEIE
pa3BaluHbl, — @ TaKXKe Cafbl POCKOIIHON JIETHEX BUJIIBL BEJIMKOU Te€pPLOTUHU JNIU3kl B MapinuH.
KapauHan B MpoCTOM YePHOM KOCTIOMe 0e3 BCAKUX YKpallleHU! He IPUBIeKan 0co00ro BHUMAaHMUS,
3aTO KpacoTa MOJIOJOM XKEeHIIWHbI TOBCIOY BhI3bIBaja BOCXUIEHNE, a ellle 0obIe JTI060IITCTRO,
100 u3BecTue 0 cBagb0e OLICTPO pa3ieTesIoch Mo OKpyre. Ha y3KUX moporax ¥ B JepeBHSIX KPeCThsIHe
IIPY BCTpeyde OCTaHaBIMBAJIMCh U HU3KO KIIQHSIKUCh, YTO 3acCTaBiisiyio ynbbaTecsa ['oThe me Ilazes.

— 3Haelb JIU TH, YTO OHU HEJAJIeK! OT TOTO, YTOOBI MOUYUTATh TeOs KaK CBATYIO?
— Cartyw? Mena? UTo 3a BEIIYMKU?

— B 9T0# MECTHOCTH IIMPOKO pacIpocTpaHeHa Bepcusi, 4To Koppamo CauT'AHHA TSIXKeso U
Heu3sneyuMo 6oiieH. [I0aTOMy BCexX IopazkaeT, YTO Thl, TaKas MOJIOfAs ¥ KpacuBasi, IIOCBSITHIIA Ce0s
3TOMY HecyacTHOMY. Korfa cTaHeT u3BeCTHO 0O PoxkpaeHUU pedeHKa, TH Oymels 6/113Ka K
MY4YEeHUYECKOMY BEHIIY.

— Kak BHI MOXKeTe Tak IIyTUTh! — yIpeKkHy/la MapruaHHa, IIOKHPOBaHHAS JIETKOMBICITIEHHOCTHIO
KapauHaa.

— IToporoe OuUTS, €CIU XOUelllb MPOXUTh XKU3Hb, HE 3aCTaBIIsAd HU ce0s, HU APYTUX 0COOEHHO
CTpajaTh, JTy4llle BCETO CTapaThCsl HAalTH BO BCEM IOMOPUCTHYECKYIO CTOPOHY. K ToMy XKe
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Heo0XomuMO ObII0 0OBSICHUTD, TIOYEMY OHU CMOTPSIT Ha Te0s Tak. BoT s u coenman 3To!

Ho 6ompiryio gacTh BpeMeHU MapraHHa IIPOBOAKTIA CPEeNH JIolanel, HeCMOTPS Ha
IIpelocTepekeHNe KapArHaa.

04 cYMTaJ, YTO MECTO 3HATHOM MaMHbl — IIOMAJIbIIe OT KOHIOIIHY, 1 ellle OH OeCIIOKOMIICS O
COCTOSTHUY MOJIOHO#M XKEHIIUHHI, BU/Is, KaK OHA [IOJITMe YacChl IPOBOMAUT BEPXOM, MEHSS JIOIIafel OmHY
3a OPyroi, 4ToOHI IOJTHOCTRIO Y3HATh UX OCTOMHCTBA M HEJOCTATKHA. MapuaHHA TOJIBKO
IIOCMEMNBAJIach HaJ BCEMH €T0 OllaceHusIMHU. Ee MMoJiokeHne HY B YeM ee He CTecHsI0. Hukakoe
HeJJoMOTaHKe He BOJTHOBAJIO ee, ¥ OHa YyBCTBOBaJa ceOsl YyleCcHO MPU TaKOM KU3HU Ha CBEXKeM
Bo3xyxe. OHa mokopuia PrHanbmo, HadyalbHUKA KOHIOMIEH, X TOT CJIefoBall 3a Hell TOBCIOAy, Kak
nocnyirHas 6onbinas cobaka, KOrma, IOAXBAaTUB PYKOM Imiyeid aMa30HKY (OHA He pelIanach BO
n30exkaHue MepecynoB HafleBaTh MyKCKOM KOCTIOM, KOTOPHIM OHA IPEIIoYnTasIa AJIs BePXOBO
€31IbI), OHa COBepIllaia AJIUTEeIbHEIE TI0e3KH 110 IIOJISIM, BPEMS OT BpeMeHU MeHss JIoIIafeHn.

Bo3sBparasich mmocie 3TUX U3HYPUTENIBHBIX MTOE3MI0K, OHA C KaJHOCThIO0 Chefaja yKUH, 3aTeM Iafana
B IIOCTEJIb U CIayia 6e3MITeKHBIM OEeTCKUM CHOM [0 BOCXOfla COJHIIA. [laXke Ta CTpaHHAas TPyCTh, YTO
o0BOJIaKMBaJla BUJIIY KaXK[bli Beyep Nepeq HaCTyIJIeHrneM TEMHOTHI, He 3aTparuBaia ee OoJbIie.
Kus3p HuueM He oOHapyxKuBan ce0s, Jaxe 4ToOb CKa3aTh, KaK OH paf IPOSBIsIEMOMY HHTEPECY K
momamsM, a Martteo [JaMuaHu, IIOX0Ke, CTApaJiCs Oep:KaThCS Ha MOYTUTEIBHOM paccTossHuu. OH
YacTO e3[UJI II0 YTOObsIM, ¥ ero IMo4YTy He ObII0 BUAHO. Korga oH ciay4YaiHO BCTPEeYascs ¢
MapraHHOM, TO HU3KO KJIQHSJICS, CIIPABIISJICS O ee 3[0POBbEe U HE3aMETHO UCYe3all.

Tak nmpobexaina Hemensi, ObICTPO ¥ 0€3 MPOUCIIECTBUM, TaKas MPUATHAS, YTO MOJIOTAS XKEHIIMHA He
3aMeTusa, KakK OHa IIPOIIJIa, ¥ B KOHIIE KOHIIOB IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO €€ He TaK YK BiedeT B [Tapux.
Vi3nypsioIias yCTaloCTh MyTeIeCTBUS, HEBLIHOCUMOE HEPBHOE HaIlpsKeHue, CTPaxy, OaCeHust, —
IIPOTUB BCETO 3TOT0 BOCCTaBasla ee HaTypa.

«B cyuraocTH, mouyemy OBl He OCTAThCS 3[I€Ch €Ille Ha HEKOTOPOe BpeMs? — IogyMana OHa. — MHe
Heuero fesaTth B [lapuxe, Kyfia ©UMIIepaTop He CKOpo, 0e3 COMHEHUS, BEPHETCS».

Honroe cBameOHOe myTelecTBUe HarmoseoHa mepecTano ee pa3mpaxarb. OHa obpesa fylieBHOe
CIIOKOMCTBHE U C TaKOM ITOJTHOTOM Hacaxk[anach MPeecThi0 CBOEX HOBOU PEe3UIEHIINH, YTO BCEPhe3
CTajla IOOyMHbIBaTh, HE OCTAThCS JIM e 3[eCh Ha BCe JIETO U He BHI3BATh JiK ciofa KouBass.

Ho B KOHIIe HEMeNy MOSIBUIICS 3aBEPUINBIINE CBOI0 TAWHCTBEHHYIO MUCCHIO BHUIET, ¥ BCe IIOIII0
HacMapKy. [TposiBUBIIMI C€0ST TAKMM JTACKOBEIM ¥ BECEIIBIM KOMIIaHbOHOM, KapAWHAI Halo/ro
3amepcsi ¢ cekpetapeM. Korpia oH MOSIBUICS, BU[ Y HETO GBI 04eHb 03a60UEeHHBINA, ¥ OH COOOIIHIT
MapuraHHe, YTO BEIHYXKIEeH IOKUHYThH ee.

— Heyxenu 970 Tak He00X0OMMO? — pPa304YapoOBaHHO CIIPOCUIIa OHa. — M HeNb3si 0CTaThCs €elle XOTh
HeMHOr0? Tak nmpusiTHO MOGHITE BMecTe! Ho ecnu BH ye3xKaeTe, ST IPUKaXKYy YIIaKOBAaTh MOM 0arax.

— ITouemy xke? 4 6ymy OTCYTCTBOBAThH TOJIHKO HECKOJIBKO JHEH. Pa3Be T HE MOXKEIIb IOJ0XKIaTh
MeHS 370ech? MHe ToXe J0CTaBisgeT 00JbIIoe YOOBOIbCTBHE ITpebbBaHKe ¢ TOOO0M, MapruaHHa.
[Touemy Obl He IPOMAIUTE ero? [Toce MOEro BO3BPAIlEHHUs 1 CMOI'Y IIOCBSITUTE Tebe elre Hemeio.

— A uto 51 Oynmy menath 3meck 6e3 Bac?
Kapounan paccmesics.

— Ho... To e camoe, 4TO THI Iejajia co MHOM. MH ke He ObIH BCe BpeMst BMecTe. M 3aTeM, s Belb
He Oyny Bcerma 3[ech, KOTrfia Tkl CTaHEIb IPHe3KaTh C peOEHKOM KaK[Ibli TOfI.
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He xaxeTcst mu Tebe, 4TO cliefyeT IPUBHIKHYTh YIIPaBIaTh caMoli! [To-moeMy, TeGe 3mech HpaBUTCS.
— OTO mpaBaa, OJHAKO...

— Tak B ueM xe memno? Trl He MOXKEIIhb TONOXKIaTh MEHS HEeCKOJIBKO nuen? [I9Ts UK 1IeCTs, He
oosbiie... Pa3se 3To MHOTO?

— Hert, — ynribHynach MapuanHa. — 4 Mooy Bac.
Ho xorpa BeI CHOBa yepeTe, s IOCIEAYI0 BalleMy IpIMepy.

ToOUBIIMCh TAaKMM 00Pa30M COTJIACHSs, KAapOUHal IMOocye MOoIyOHS IIOKUHYIT BUJITY, COITPOBOXKIaeMbli
abbaTom bumietoMm, Bcerga 03ab0ueHHBIM, BCET/ia II0JJaBlIeHHBIM I'Py30M OeCUKCIIeHHBIX TaliH,
INEeUCTBUTEIBHBIX ¥ BEIMBIIIIEHHBIX, PHAABABIINX MY OOBOJIBHO 3a0aBHEIN Bl BEUHOTO
3aroBopinuka. Ho efiBa KapeTa mpoexajia BOPOTa UMeHHsI, Kak MapruaHHa [oxKasesa, YTo
COTJIacuiIacCh OCTAThCS. Ypydarolee OIIyIleHrue, OXBaTUBIIEE ee B IIePBHIN NeHb, BHOBb BEPHYJIOCH,
CJIOBHO TOJIBKO IIPUCYTCTBHE KapAuHalla 3allyIlaio ee OT Hero.

O6epHYBHII/ICB, OHa yBHUEJIAd I103a0u ce0s AraTy C rJ1a3aMu, IOJIHEIMU CJie3. B oTBeT Ha ee
y,E[I/IBJ'IeHHHﬁ B3rjdn OeBYyIIKa YMOJIAIOMIUMM 2KE€CTOM CJIOKHIIa PYKH.

— Hey}Kem/I MEI OCTaHEMCA U He yeleM, KaK OoHH?

— A mouyemy Ol HET? Pa3Be BaM TYT IJI0X0? MHe KaxXeTCs, YTO IOHHA JIaBUHUS XOPOIIIO K BaM
OTHOCUTCS?

— Oro npaBpa. OHa cama gobpoTa. [a He ee 51 00IOCE.
— Yero xe Torga’?
Arata OTBeTHJIa YKJIOHYMBLIM [IBUXKEHHUEM B CTOPOHY fOMa.

— Bcero... aTOro fOMa, rge Tak mevanbHO, KOT{la IPUXOOUT Beuep, TUIINHEL, KOTa OCTaHABINBAIOTCS
(dboHTaHHI, OTKyHa BCcerpa Kak Oy[ATO TPO3UT KaKas-TO OIIaCHOCTh, MOHCEHbOPa, KOTOPOT0 HAKOTa He
BUOHO, U TaKXe... yIPaBIsAoLero!

MapuaHHa HaxMypuna OpoBH, HeIOBOJIbHAS TEM, YTO ee TOPHUYHAS OIIyIfajia TO e, YTO U OHa, HO
IocTapasiach OTBETUTH 0€33a00THEIM TOHOM, YTOOH! He yCYT'y0IsAiTh 0€CIIOKOUCTBO ATaTHI.

— MartTteo? YTo 0H BaM chaenan?

— Hudero... Ho MHe KaxXeTCs, YTO OH YBUBAeTCs 0K0JI0 MeHd. OH Tak CMOTPUT Ha MeHS, KOTTla MbI
BCTpedaeMcsl, ¥ 00s3aTeIbHO CTapaeTCsl KOCHYThCS MOET0 IIaThs, IIPOXOMs MUMO! ..

OH myraet MeHs, cynapbiHs! f Tak xoTena OB yexaTh OTCIOZA.

®akThH OBUTH CITUIIIKOM HEe3HAYMTEIbHEIE, OQHAKO AraTa TaK CHUJIbHO Imo0ienqHesa, 4To MapuaHHa,
BCIIOMHHUB CBOM COOCTBEHHBIE OLIYIIEHUS, PelIna paccesaTh ee TpeBory. OHa paccMesiiach.

— IlonnoTe, AraTta, HUYEro yXKacHOI'0 He IIPOUCXOOUT.

[To-MoeMy, yKe He B IEPBBIY pa3 MyK4YMHa JaeT [OHATh, YTO Bbl HpaBUTECH eMy? B [lapuxe, MHe
KaxkeTcs, BBl HE BO3paxall IPOTUB NIPOsSBIIeHUs YyBCTB ABOpelKoro borapus, aa u Hamlero ['pakxa?
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—B HapI/I}Ke 9TO COBCEM Opyroe, — CMYIIEHHO OIIyCTUJIa I'/la3a Arata. — TYT... BCe TaKO€ CTPaHHOE,
He Takoe, Kak Be3fne! M 5ToT uenosek Imyraet MeHd! — HacTauBaJsia OHa.

— Hy xopormo, ckaxute 06 9ToM ['pakxy, OH IPUCMOTPUT 3a BaMHU U YCIIOKOUT. MoXkKeT OBITh, MHE
IIOTOBOPUTH C NOHHOU JlaBUHUEN?

— Her... 0Ha TOCcUuTaeT MeHS AypPOYKO!

— U 6ynmet npaBa! XoporneHbKas JeBYIIKa JOKHA caMa 3a ce6s moCcTosATh. B moboM criydae
YCIOKOMTECH, OO0 MEI 3[eCh He 3alepKUMCs. Ero mpeocBsIIeHCTBO BEPHETCS Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO
[HEM, U TI0C/ie KPAaTKOTO MpeObIBaHUS MBI YEIeM OHOBPEMEHHO C HUM.

Ho tpeBora AraThl mepefmanach e, yCumuB ee co6CTBeHHOE OeCITOKOoHMCTBO. Ee BOTHOBaIa MBICIb O
MartTeo Jamuanu, o6xaxkuBamwieM Araty, #60 3TO He MOTJIO IIPEeACTaBIISITh HUKAKOT0 UHTepeca s
neByIIKH. [Jaxe ecyy ero MPUBUIETMPOBAaHHOE II0JI0OXKEeHNE MTPY KHSI3€e MOTJIO CAeIaTh 3aBUMHOM
nof00HYI0 TapTHIO OJIS MaJeHbKOM KaMepHCTKY, faxke eClii MyK4rHa ObUT QU3NYECKU KPETIOK U
Ka3aJICs MOJIOXKEe CBOMX JIET, EMY HaBepHSKa yKe IePEeBaniio 3a MAThAECAT, TOTHAa Kak Arate ere
He OblT0 mBapnaTH. OHa peluia JO0CTaTOYHO CAepPKaHHO, HO HEMTOKOIe0MMO IOJI0KHUTh 3TOMY KOHEII.

K Beuepy, 4yBCTByd, YTO OHA HE CMOXKET OCTaThCS OfHA B TPOMafHOM CTOI0BOM, MapuaHHa
IIpUKa3ajia IPUHECTU ey B ee KOMHATY U IIOMPOCHia JOHHY JIaBUHKIO COCTaBUTh €M KOMIIAHUIO U
IIOMOYb JIeUb CIIaTh, B TO BpeMS KakK AraTa II0f IIPedjI0roM JIETKOr0 HefloMOTaHu s Iolia ¢ ['pakxoM
IIPOTyNATHCA 10 napKy. Ho egsa MapuaHHa I0of0llIa K MHTEPECYIOILEN ee TeMe, KaK 9KOHOMKa
3aMKHYIach B cebe, Kak HEOCTOPOXKHO 3afieTasi MUMO3a.

— HYCTB Ballla MHUJIOCTB IIPOCTUT MEH{, — CKa3aJla OHa C 3aMETHBIM 3aMelllaTeJIbCTBOM, — HO 4 He
MOTY B34Th Ha cebst CMeJoCThb coenaTh XOThb MaJleiliee 3amedanue MaTTeo IlamuaHu.

— [MTouemy xke? Pa3Be He BBl MOHBIHE YIIPABISAIA BCEM B 3TOM [IOMe, KaK CIIyKUTENISIMU, TaK U
KUTEHUCKUMHU OelaMu’?

— IIelcTBUTENBHO... HO MaTTeo 3aHUMaeT TYT 0co0oe MoJI0KEeHNe, KOTOPOe 3ampelaeT MHE BCSIKOe
BMeIIIaTeIbCTBO B ero XKU3Hb. KpoMe TOro, OH He BELIHOCUT HUKaKUX YIIPEKOB, OH — OOBEPEHHOE JIUIIO0
€ro CBETJIOCTH, POOUTEIISIM KOTOPOT0, KaK U s, CJIyKuJl. EC/u 51 TOJIBKO IOCMEI0 BBICKa3aTh CBOE
MHEHUeE, OH IIPE3PUTENIBHO 3aCMEETCS ¥ I'Py00 IOILINIET MEHST 3aHUMAThCS CBOUMHU JIeJIaMH.

— Cepre3Ho? — € KOPOTKUM CMEIIKOM 3aMeTuna MapuanHa. — Hafeloch, MHe HeUero 60ThCs
mom00HOT0, KAKOBHI HU OBINTY OBl TPUBUJIETUM 3TOTO YeJI0BEKa?

— O! T'ocnnoxa KHATHHA!..
— Torpga HauguTe ero! ITocMoTpuM, KTO U3 Hac mpas.!

AraTa COCTOMT IIPU MHE, OHa CO MHOM mpuexasa u3 ®paHuuy, u 1 He XKeJal, 4YTOOL ee XKU3Hb
CTAHOBWJIACH HEBLIHOCHUMOM.

Vipute, noHHa JIaBUHWS, ¥ HEMEJIEHHO IPUBEOUTE KO MHE T'OCIIOAMHA YIIPaBIISIOIIETo.

OKOHOMKaA CJiefiajia PeBepaHC, UCYe3na, a uepe3 HeCKOIbKO MUHYT BEpPHYIach ogHa. [To ee cioBam,
MartTeo He ymamoch Ha#Tu. Ero He OBUIO HY YV KHSI351, HU B KAKOM-TTHOO0 IPyroM MecTe. BO3MOXKHO, OH
3amepxarncs B JIyKKe, Ky[ia OH 4acCTO €37uJI, UK Iae-HuOyob Ha GepMe...

OHa roBopua TOPOIIJIUBO, CTapasich NMpUaaTh yoOeAUTEILHOCTh CBOUM CJIOBaM, HO YeM 60Jblile OHa
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IIPUBOIMIIA TOBOJIOB, TEM MeHbIlle MapraHHa Bepuia. YTo-To MOACKA3kIBaIoO e, 4To MaTTeo
HAXOOUTCS TOOINU30CTH, HO HEe XOUeT IPHUUTH. ..

— Hy, xopo1rio, — cka3aia oOHa HaKoHeI[. — OCTaBUM 3TO CETOMHS, Pa3 OH TAKOW HEYJIOBUMEIH, a
3aBTpa yTPOM 3aiiMeMcs. [lepemaiiTe eMy, 4TO 51 KAy ero cpa3y Mocjie 3aBTPakKa 3[eCh, B IPOTUBHOM
clydae 51 BEIHYKAeHa Oyay 00paTUThCS K KHS3H0... MOEMY CYTIpyTy!

HounHa JIaBUHMS HUYETO HE OTBETUJIA, HO ee TPEBOTa, ITOX0XKe, YBEIMYuIack. B To BpeMs Kak OHa,
3aMeTuB Ararty, paclijiesia TyCcTble YepHble KOChl CBOeH X03SMKHU U pacueckiBaja BOJIOCH Ha HOYb,
MapuaHHa 4yBCTBOBaJa, KakK poxkKaT ee 00BIYHO TaKKe yBepeHHbIe pyKU. Ho 3TO He BEI3BaJO B Hel
y4acTHs.

Hao00poT, 4TOOE HEMHOTO IIPOHUKHYTH B OKYTHIBAIOIIYIO 9TOI'0 HETIPUKOCHOBEHHOTO YIIPaBIISIOIIETO
TalHy, OHa C HEKOTOPOM XKEeCTOKOCTHIO IT0CTapasach 3arHaTh NOHHY JIaBUHUIO B YTOJI, 3aCHIIaB €€
BOIIPOCAMU O CeMbe [laMUaHu, eT0 B3aUMOOTHOIIEHUSIX C POTUTENSIME KHSI35 U 0 CAMUX POAUTEIISX.
Ionna JlaBUHMS 3aNMHaNack, I0JIMjIa, OTBeYasa Tak YKIOHYUBO, YTO MapuaHHa, Tak HUYETOo U He
y3HaB, OTYasBIIKCh, IONIPOCUIIa 9KOHOMKY YUTH. C BUTUMBEIM 00JIerdYeHUEeM Ta He 3acTaBUJIa IIPOCUTD
ce0s1 OBaXK[bl ¥ IOKMHYJIA KOMHATY C IIOCIENTHOCThIO IIOTEPSIBIIET0 TEPIIEHUE YelloBeKa.

OcraBmuch ogHa, MapruaHHa B BO30yKIeHUH HECKOJIbKO Pa3 MPOIIIach 10 KOMHATe, 3aTeM, COPOCHB
XaJaT, 3a[y/la CBe4H M Jieryia B mocTenb. C caMOro yTpa HeOXKHUIaHHO BOIIAapUIIach aBTyCTOBCKAS
JKapa, ¥ Beyep IMpHUHEC Majio 00JIerdyeHus.

HecMoTps Ha cBeXKeCThb ObI0MUX (GOHTAHOB, BO3MYX B KOMHATAaX BUJUIH 3a IeHb CTaJl AYIIHLIM U
TSKEJTBIM. 3a M030JI0YeHHBIMU 3aHaBecKaMu OangaxuHa MapuaHHa BCKOpe MOYYBCTBOBaja, YTO
00JIMBaeTCH IIOTOM.

BckouuB ¢ KpoBaTH, OHa pa3fBUHYJIa 3aHABECKU U HACTeXb paclaxHysla OKHa, HafesCh XOTh
HEMHOTO YMEPUTH OKYYaBINYIO Kapy. B TUIIMHE Kymalomerocs: B BONIIIEOHOM CBETE JIYHBL cafia
CIIBIIIAJNIACh TONMBKO XKypyallas mecHs ¢oHTaHoB. Hag 6ecliBeTHOM TPaBOii MPOCTUPAIUCh YEPHBIE
TEHU fepeBbeB. be3aMosiBHAs paBHUHA 3@ MAapPKOM U BCSI IPUPOJa CJIIOBHO OlleTIEHENN B HOYH 0T
IbIXaHUEM CMEPTH.

t‘I}’BCTBY?I yoyiibe, C IepeCoXninM ropjoM, MapHaHHa XO0TeJa IMOOOUTH K KPOBATHU BBIIIUTH BOOEL U3
CTOSABIIIEr0 y U3roJIOBbsA I'pa(l)I/IHa, HO TyT XK€ OCTaHOBHIIACh K BEPHYJIACh K OKHY.

Bpoanu mocbIIancs JOUaguHbIM TOIIOT, COBCEM THXUM, KOTOPHIH MMOCTEIIeHHO MPUOIUXKACS,
CTaHOBSICh 00JIee YETKUM U CUJIbHBIM. M3 pomuilsl BeijieTena Oeast MOMHUS. 30pKHUe Tla3a
MapuaHHH cpa3dy XKe y3Hanu WnbmepuMa, caMoro ImpeKpacHoOro xkepebila B 3aBofie U K TOMY XkKe
CaMoro HeyKpOoTUMOT'0, YACTOKPOBHOT0, 0€JTOCHEKHOT0, HEBEPOSATHOM KPACOTH, HO TAKOTO
HOPOBUCTOI'0, UTO, HECMOTPS Ha BCe ee UCKYCCTBO, OHA ellle He pellanach ocenyaTh ero. Hocumeu
moyI ceppleM pebeHOK 3armperan e momgobHoe 6€3yMCTBO.

OHna pa3nuuuiia TeMHYI0 GUTYPY BCagHUKA, HO Y3HATh €ro He cMoria. OH BHITISAEN BEICOKUM U
MOIIIHBIM. BIIpodeM, ¢ TaKOTro pacCTOSTHUS HeJlb3s OBIJIO PAaCCMOTPETh feTanu. B ogHOM oHa ObIa
yBepeHa: 3T0 He MaTTeo [Jamuanu, TeM 6osee He PrHaNIBI0 MM KTO-HUOYOb U3 KOHIOX0B. B omHO
MTHOBEHUE JIOIIafb U BCAJHUK NIE€PECEKIIU JIy2KalKy U IIOTPY3UJIUCH B T'YILY AePEBbEB, IIe MEPHLII
CTYK KOTIBIT CTaJl 3aTUXaTh U BCKOpe ucueld. Ho y MapraHHEL OBIJIO JOCTaTOYHO BpeMEHHU, YTOOH
IPUUTYU B BOCXUINEHNE 0T 6e3YKOPU3HEHHO! ITOCaiKKU BCaflHUKA, YePHOTO ITpU3paka Ha
OCJIenuTeNIbHOM Oeu3He, CI0BHO CJIMTOI'0 BOEOUHO C 6J1aropogHEIM XKUBOTHEIM. HeyKpoTHUMbIi
Wnpoepum mpu3HaBal B HEM CBOET0 X0351Ha.

u TyT €e OCEeHHJIO, U MPUIlIeJilas B I0OJIOBY MBICJIb BbI3BaJla TaKO€ BOJIHEHNE, YTO, HE B CHUJIaX
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OOXKMOaThCs YTPa, YTOOHI IIOATBEPOUTD €€, OHa OpOoCUIIach K COHETKE y M3T0JIOBbSI KPOBATH U CTasa
TaK ee feprath, OYATO Aes0 L0 0 XKU3HU U CMepTHU. Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO CEeKYH MOHHA JIaBUHUS B
Ko(Te U YemunKe C 3aBsI3KaMu OblJIa B KOMHATE, 3aMeTHO UCIIyraHHas ¥, 663 COMHEHUs,
oTlacaBIIasiCsl XyALIEero. YBuaeB MapuaHHy CIIOKOMHO CTOsIIEH, OHa ¢ o0nerdyeHreM B3[MOXHYIa.

— Bupur Bor, kak s ucnyranacs! 4 mogymara, 4To rocroxa KHATHHA 3aborena u 4To...

— He BomnHyi#iTecs, moHHa JIaBuHMS, CO MHOM BCe B mopsigke. [ToBephTe, S TIyO0KO OTOPYEHa,
pa30yauB Bac, HO S X0UY, YTOOBI BEI OTBETUJIM HA OIMH BOIIPOC... YTOOHI BBl OTBETHUIIM Ha HET'O ceryac
X)e... 1 6e3 00MHSKOB!

[ITarpan B pyKe 9KOHOMKY TaK 3aKayaJsICs, UTO OHA BHIHYkKZeHa Oblla II0CTABUTh €T0 Ha CTOJ.
— Kakoii Bonpoc, rocrnoxa?

MapuaHHa yKa3aia Ha pacliaXHyToe OKHO, Ilepell KOTOPEIM OHa CTOsIa, 3aTEM yCTpeMusia
TIOBEJIUTEJIbHBIM B3I Ha JINI0 HOHHE JIaBUHUY, TPEeBPaTUBILEECS [IPU JIYHHOM CBETE B TUIICOBYIO
Macky.

— BuI mpekpacHo 3HaeTe, KaKo¥ BOIPOC, HHade He mobnenHesnu Ob Tak! KTo TOT 4eioBeK, KOTOPOro
s TOJIbKO YTO BHIeEJa IIPOMYaBIIMMCS Ha JIOIaAau Yepes Nyxkauky?.. Ilog HuMm Ob1 UnboepuM, Ha
CIIMHE KOTOPOTO {1 ellle HUKOTAa HUKOro He Bupesa. Hy, otBevaiite! KTo 0H?

— TI'ocmoxa... ...

BenHas XeHIMHA elBa fiepxKaJlach Ha HOTaX, U el IPUIIIOCh ONIePEeThCS O CIIMHKY Kpecya, YTOOH He
ymacTh, HO MapuaHHa IOAoIIa K Hel, IOI0XKKWIa PYKY Ha I1e40 1 6e3XKajloCTHO IIOBTOPHIIA II0
cJIoram.

— Kro... 9T0... TaKoM?
— 3... KHa3b Koppapo!

'ny6okuM B3goxoM objeryeHuss MapuaHHa ocBoOoMIa CTeCHEHHYIO Tpynb. OHa He Oblyla YOUBIEHA.
C Tex IOp KakK OHa yBHfeJa HesSCHYI0 GUTYPy BCaJHUKA, OHA XK[ajla, YTO IOJIYIUT OTBET, OMHAKO OH
TIPOOYIOUIT B HEH 1ebli PSI HOBEIX BOIPOCOB. Ho moHHa JIaBUHUS, TOTHOCTHI0 06€CCUTIEB, BOIIPEKH
BCSIKOMY ITPOTOKOJIY PYXHYJIa B KPECJIO U, CIIPSITaB JIUI0 B PyKaX, 3a/IMIach CIIe3aMH.

[TouyBCTBOBaB yTrpEI3€HUS COBECTH, MapraHHa MOMEHTAJIbHO OIIyCTUIACh lepe] Hell Ha KOJIeHU U
CTaja yTelarh:

— Ycnoxkoiitech, moHHa JlaBuHUus! 1 He X0Tena OrOPYMUThL BaC CBOMMU paccupocaMu. Ho moumMute, mo
KaKOil CTeIleHN MOXKeT OBITh MyUUTEIbHOM 3Ta TalHa, C IepBOr0 MOMeHTa OKPYKHUBIIas MeHs!

— 4 3Halo0... 1 XOpOIlIo TIOHKUMal0... — OopMoTasa JlaBuHus. — KoHe4Ho... 51 3Ha/ia, YTO B KaKyl0 — TO
M3 HOYeH BHl YBULIUTE €T0 U 3afjaJUTe 3TOT BOIIPOC, HO 5 Hafeslach... OOUH bor 3HaeT Ha 4To0...

— B03MOXKHO, 4TO 51 He OCTaHYCh 30eCh JOCTATOYHO HOJIT0, YTOOH 3aMEeTUTh €ro?

— MoxeT OBITh, HO 3TO OBIJIO CIIMIIKOM IT0-OEeTCKY, 100 paHO WU IMO3MHO... BuguTe 1, Tocmoxa,
IIOYTHU KaXyl0 HOYb OH fenaeT 3T0. OH yacaMu cKadeT Ha Unbgepume, eMy OQHOMY IIO3BOJISIOLIEMY
cenyaTh cebsi. OTo ero caMas O0bIast PafloCThb... EUHCTBEHHAs, OT KOTOPOM OH HE MOXKET
OTKa3aThCs!
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Primanue IIpepPBajio rojioC 3KOHOMKH. MapHaHHa OCTOPO2KHO B3s1JIa €€ PYKH B CBOM U IIPOIIEIITalla:

— He cnumkom iz oH cypoB K camoMy cebe, foHHa JlaBUHUA? OTOT YeJIOBEK He Kajleka U He
OonbHOM, MHaYe OH He cMoT Obl ocenyiaTh Mnbnepuma... B ero cumyaTe 51 He 3aMeTUIa HUKAKUX
IIPU3HAKOB YpoAcTBa. MHe 1MoKa3anoCh, YTO OH BHICOKOT'O POCTa U, O-BUAUMOMY, OY€Hb CUJTbHEIN.
Torpma 3aueM Tak CKprBaThCs? [In51 yero obpekath cebs Ha TaKoe He4eJl0BeYeCKoe 3aTOYeHue, K
yeMy norpe6aTh ce0st 3a:KUBO?

— [ToroMy uTO MHa4e OBITL HE MOXKeT... HeBo3aMoxkHO! [ToBepbTe MHe, KHATHHS, He U3-3a
00JIe3HEHHOU CTPACTU K TallHaM WUJIM OpUTHHAIbHIUYaHbs Moe OelHOe IUTS TaK OTTOPOJUIOCEH OT
Mupa, oT Bcero Mupa! ToIbKO IOTOMY, YTO OH He MOT 3TOT0 U30eXKaTk.

— — Ho B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, B TO# QUType, YTO 5 pasriisaaesna, He OblJI0 HUYEro oTTaNKuBalomero. OHa
BHITJIAENIa HOPMAaJlbHOM... 1a, BIIOJITHE HOPMaIbHOM.

— MoxeT OBITE... BCe meino B nuile!

— ITO TOJIBLKO OTTOBOPKA. MHe yKe IIPUXOOUIIOCh BUIETh Y2KaCHBIX JTiofiel, 060e300pakeHHbIX S3BaMU
¥ paHaMu, 4eil BUJ OeWCTBUTENIbHO TPYAHO OBIZI0O BHIHOCUTH, OOHAKO 9TO He MeIajo UM BECTH
HOPMAJbHYIO XXKU3Hb CPEOU APYTHUX. f BUeNa NTofel, HOCSIIUX YTO-TO BPOie MacKu, — noOaBuia
OHa, BCIIOMHUB MoOpBaHa 1 €ro IIpaMbl.

— U Koppafio HOCUT MacKy, KOrfia e30uT Tak. Houb ¥ TeHb OT IUTallla U IUISIE KaXyTCs eMy
HEJOCTAaTOYHBIMU, YTOORI cripsTaThcs. Ho cpenp 6ena mHS 0mHON MacKu OymeT Maio.

HOBepre MHe, BCeM CBSTHIM 3aKJIMHAIO Bac, TOCIIOXKa, He MHTAaluTeCch HU IIPOHUKHYTL B €T0 TafIHy, HU
BCTPETUTHCA C HUM.

OH... 0H MOXEeT yMepeTh OT CThifa!
— Ot cTBIOA?

HonHa JlaBuHUS C yCUANIMEM BCTaJla U 3acTaBuiia OgHATECI MapuanHy. OHa mepecTasa 1jakaTh, 1
TuI0 ee 00pesio 00BIYHOE CIIOKOMCTBUE. [T0X03Ke OBIIO, YTO 9TOT PAa3roBOp IIpHHEC el 0bieryeHue.
I'naps MapuaHHe IPSIMO B I'J1a3a, OHa Jo0aBuiia IJIyXUM TOJI0COM:

— Bupute nu, Koppano HeceT 6peMsi IPOKIISATHS, HEKOTla 00pYIIUBIIETOCS Ha 3TOT O0raThiil 1
MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIN AOM, IPOKJIATUS C IUIOM aHrena. Y Tonbko pebeHOK, KOTOPOTro BH IIOJApUTE EMY,
TIOMOKET 0CBOOOAUTHCS OT HETO ecu He caMoMy Koppayio, 160 OT MMOCTUTTIETO €T0 HECYACThS
HeJb3s n30aBUTHCS, TO HO KpalHel Mepe uMeHu CaHT'AHHA, ¥ OHO CHOBA JIOCTOWHO 3a0/I1CTaeT.
CIIOKOMHOM HOYH, Ballla MUJIOCTD.

[TomelTauiTeCh 3a0BITH TO, YTO BEI BULEIIH.

Ha arot pa3 mobexneHHasi, MapuanHa 6osblile He HacTauBaja. He cka3aB HU CJIOBa, OHA [TO3BOJIMIIA
nouHe JlaBuuuyu yiTH. OHa 4yBCTBOBasa ce6sg 6ECKOHEUHO yCTasoM, Kak ecyiu Obl COBEepIIUIa
[JIUTENIBPHOE U MYUYUTEJIbHOE YCUTINE, U ee 0XBATUIIO YHEIHME. 3aragka Koppano 3axsatuna ee
TIOJIHOCTBIO, HEOTCTYITHO ¥ Ha30UIUBO Ipeciienysi. Ee pa3mpaxkeHHoe TI000MBITCTBO, €€ TOCTOSHHAS
noTpeOHOCTh BO BCeM pa3bupaThCs [0 KOHI[a MOTJIM TOJIKHYTh ee Ha Jiio0oe 6e3yMCTBO: HAallpUMeD,
CIPSATaThCS Ha MyTH MPU3PAYHOTO BCagHMKA, OPOCUTHLCS TOM KOmbITa Mnbaepuma, YToOH 3aCTaBUTh
€ro0 OCTaHOBUTHCS, HO YTO-TO HEOOBSICHUMOE YIoepKuBaso ee. MoxeT ObITh, CKa3aHHbIE JOHHOMN
JlaBuHMeN cnoBa: «OH MOXKET yMepeTh OT CThIga», CJI0Ba, IIOJIHBIE TOU Xe Iedasiy, YTO U Y rojoca U3
3epkarna.
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YToOB HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUTHCS U OOHOBPEMEHHO OCBEXKHUTHCS, OHA YMbIIA JIUI0 U PYKH, TOOPEI3raja
BCE TeJI0 OIeKOJIOHOM M CHOBA JIETJIa B ITOCTeNb 6€3 BCSKOM HafeXkAbl YCHYTh. YApydalolnas xkapa u
HEUCTOBasl capabaHia MEICIEH HEYMOIMMO OTTOHSIIM COH. OHA HaNpPSIXKEeHHO IPUCIYIINBAIach K
HESICHBIM IIIyMaM HOYM, IBITAsICh YIIOBUTH JaIeKHH CTYK KOIMKIT. Yackl IPOXOMUIIH, He IIPHUHOCS
HHYero HOBOTO, ¥ MapuaHHa, IOTHOCTRIO0 OMyCTOIIeHHAsI, KOHYHUIA TeM, YTO IOTPy3uIach B
cBoeoOpa3Hoe OlleTIeHeHne, KOTOPoe He ObII0 HU CHOM, HHU SIBBIO.

CrpanHble 06pa3bl, KakK B CHOBU[IEHUY, POUJIACH B €e MO3TY, OOQHAKO ¥ Hee He OBIIO OIIyIIeHus, YTO
OHa CIUT. ITO OBIIM HEOoNpeaeIeHHbIe TYMaHHbIe (POPMEI, CMEHSIBIIMECS [TEPCOHAXKAMHU C ITOTOJIKA,
BHE3AITHO CIYCTUBIIMMICS BHU3 U OKPYXKABUIUMHU €€ KPUBISIOUIUMCS, HACMEIIUTUBEIM KOJIBIIOM, 9TO
OB TPUYYIJINBEIE IIBETHI, KOTOPBIE CKIIOHSIINCH Haf HEW U MpeBpallajuch B JIUIA, 9TO OblIa CTeHa
ee KOMHATHI, PaCKPHIBIIASICS, YTOOH! IPOIYCTUTH TOJIOBY... TOJI0BY MaTTeo [laMuaHu.

C oTuassHHBIM KpUKOM MapuraHHa BhHIPBajach U3 oleneHeHus. [locneqHee BuevaTiaeHre ObIJIO TAKUM
CHJIBHBIM, UTO OHO PacCesyio APeMOTY U BEPHYJIO €€ K JeNCTBUTENIBHOCTH, BCIO MOKpPYIO, C
nepecoxuuM ropaoMm. OHa cejla Ha KpoBaTH, OTKHHYJIA C JIMIA BlIaXKHbIE IPSIAU BOJIOC U OCMOTPEJIach
BOKpyT. CBeTaso, U B KOMHATY BIMBAJICS 3bI0OKMH IIOJTyCBET, B KOTOPOM YragblBallCh IIEPBHIE
npo0necku 3apu. ['me-To BOanu pa3fganoch XpUIIoe KyKapeKaHbe, TOTYac MOAXBaUeHHOE APYTUMUI
ronocamu. M3 cafa Besisio nmpoxianoy, 1 MapuaHHe B ee BlIaXKHOU IIOCTEJIU U C IPUIUIIIEN K TENy
pyOalkoi BOpyr cTaio xonomHo. OHa BCTala, YTOOH TePEOIeThCsl B CyX0€ U ITPOTHATEH BhI3BAHHBIM
OYPHBEIM CHOM CTpax, KOTfia ee B3TJIf yIajl Ha MeCTo, Iie B ee KOLlIMape MOsgBUIach ronoBa Matteo,
¥ OHa B M3yMJIEHUHU BCKPUKHYJIA: TI0] I1030JI0YeHHOM paMo# 3epKajia Ha cTeHe o0Opa3oBajiach YepHas
IoJjioca... YepHas I10J10ca, KOTOPYI0 OHa HUKOTZia paHbIlle He BULeIa.

BeciyMHO, Kak Koiika, 60cukoM, MapuaHHa ¢ ObIOIIUMCS CEpAIeM IIOMOIIa K Hell U OLyTHUla
OyHOBeHMe Bo3ayxa. [lof ee pyKoi maHeNb J1erKO OTOIIIa, OTKPHIB HOCTYII K Y3€HbKOW IECTHHUIIE,
CIIMpabio CIyCKaBIIeWCs B ToNIe CTeHbl. EX cpa3y Bce cTano sicHO. UTak, el He mpurpe3unocs! B
CBOEM II0JIyCHE OHa OeMCTBUTEJIbHO BUAena MaTTeo [laMuaHu, MOSBUBILIET0CS B 9TOM OTBEPCTHUHU, HO
C Kakoi 11enpi0? CKOJIBKO pa3 yKe 0CMeJIUBaJICd OH IPUXOOUTH B ee KOMHATY, KOrfja OHa cnana?.. kU
TYT Ke OHa BCIIOMHHUJIa YBUOEHHOE B 3epKajle JIUI[0 BeYepoM Iociie cBafgbObl, KOTr/ia OHa pa3feBaach.
YK Torfa oHa He cmana! 3To oH OBIJI TaM, ¥, BCIOMHUB TO BhIpazkeHHe rpy0oro BOXKAEIeHUS,
MapuaHHa OIIyTHIa, KaK 3allblalio ee JIUI0 U OT YA3BIIEHHOU CTHIAIUBOCTH, U OT IPOCTU. be3yMHbBIN
THEB OXBaTuJj ee. MTak, He MOBOILCTBYSICh HEAOCTOMHBIMU yYXaXKUBaHUSIMU 3a AraTou, 9TOT
OTBEPKEHHBIN ITOCMeJT POHUKHYTH K Hel, MapruaHHe, CyIIpyre ero X03siuHa, YTOOH! JTUIEe3PeTh ee
MHTHMHBIE TaliHel! Ha 4To Hagesisics OH, IPUXOAs, CJI0BHO Bop? Ha Kakoe 6e3paccyncTBO MOT ObI OH
Korfa-HuOy b IOMTH, eciu Obl OHa He 0OHapyzKula 3TOT IOTalHOM X0, BTOPOIISAX, OYEeBUAHO,
HeOpeKHO 3aKPHITHIN UM?

— 4 HaBcerga oTo6bI0 €My 0XOTY 3aHMMAaThCS 3TUM! — co 3710001 IIPUrpo3usia Moyofas KeHIIKHa.

He Tepssa HY MUHYTEH], OHa Hafella IIepBoe I0MaBIleecs IO PYKY IIJlaThe, TOPOIIJIUBO 3aBg3aa
JIEHTHI Y3KUX CaHJa/lIui U foCTajla U3 JOPOXKHOTO MelllKa OfUH U3 IofapeHHbIX HanoneonoM
IIACTOJIETOB, KOTOPBIE Ha BCSIKUM Cly4al 3axBaTumia ¢ coboi u3 [Tapuxka. [IpoBepuB 3apsif, oHa
3aCyHyJla OpyXKHUe 3a I0sC ¥ 3aXKrIa cBeuy. CHapsKeHHas TakKuM 00pa30oM, OHa PEIIUTENIbHO
HallpaBU/Iach K OCTaBLIEMYCS OTKPBITBIM OTBEPCTHIO U CTYIINUIIA Ha JIECTHULLY.

[Inams cBeyn 3aTPEIeTasIo OT CKBO3HSKA, HO HE I10raclio.

OCTOpPOKHO, He TIPOU3BOAS HU MaJIeHIIero yMa, IPUKPLIBasi CBevy CBOOOIHOM PYKOH, OHa
CIIyCKaJach IO CTEPTHIM CTyIeHbKaM. JIecTHUIIa He Oblyia OIMHHOM, He G0JIblle OOHOTO 3TaXa.

BrIxon ¢ Hee OKa3alcsd I03aau I0Ma, 3dMaCKHUPOBAHHEIM B TEHU FYCTOﬁ MAacCCHI TUCTBEI. CKBO3b BETBU
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MapuaHHa BAPYT yBUEJIA TOPO30BEBIIYIO OT CBETA 3apH T'JIafb BOOHI IePeN maBuiaboHoM. OHa
yBH[Ie/a Takxke MaTTeo, HCYe3aloIllero B rpoTe, KOTOPHIM OTKPHIBAJICS B LIEHTPE KOJIOHHAMEI, U
pemmia O6POCUTLCSA 3a HUM B IOToHI0. OHa TOPOIIMBO 3aflyjia CBEYY U MOJI0XKUIIA IO BETKaMH,
yTOOBI 3a6paTh Ha 0OPATHOM ITyTH.

OHa He fiorafibIBaack, 4YTO COOMPAETCS TaM feflaTh YIPaBISAIOUINH, HO He COMHeBanach B TOM, YTO OH
TeTeph IoMal B JIOBYIIKY X He CMOXKeT y0exkaTh OT Hee. ' poT OBLI el XOPOIIo 3HaKOM, TakK Kak OHa
mocelriaja ero ¢ KpeCTHHIM. MeCTo oueHb IPUSITHOE BO BpeMs xKaphl. [Ipyn 3aX0ius BHYTPh €ro,
o0pa3ys TaM HeOO0IbIIoN OacCeH MOCPer HACTOSILETO CalloHa, IOTOMY YTO CITYKUBUINE CTEHAMU
CKaJIhl OBITM 3afpalpoBaHk IEIKOM, a pa3bpocaHHbe BOKPYT G6acceiiHa ¢ YUCTO BOCTOYHOM
I1eIPOCTHI0 KOBPHI ¥ TIOAYIIKY MaHUIHU K OT/IBIXY.

Ona nerko mpo6exara BIOJb KOJIOHHA/H! 3a YIPaBISOMuM. [lepen TeM Kak BOWTH B TPOT, OHA Ha
MTHOBeHMe 3aKosie0anach U, IPUKABIIUCH K CKajle, B3sijla B PyKy MUCTOJIET. 3aTeM MEeIJIEHHO —
MeJIJIEHHO OHa [BHHYJIACh BIIepel, MUHOBAJIa BXO[ H... BO3TJIaC H3YMJIEHHS COPBAJICS C ee Ty0: MaJio
TOTO, UTO B IPOTE HUKOTO HE 0KA3aJI0Ch, IIOMHSITas HaCTeHHAs IpanupPOBKa OTKPEIBAJa BXOM B
TOHHEJIb, OYEeBH/IHO IIPOPE3aBIIHii X0/IM, TaK KaK B KOHIIE er0 BUIHEJICS CBET.

Hu cexyH[b He K0Je0sCh, TOJIBKO Kpelye cxkaB opyxkue, MapruaHHa yriy0uiach B TOHHEIb,
0Ka3aBIIUICS NOBOJIbHO IMIMPOKKUM, C IIeCUaHBIM II0JIOM, 110 KOTOPOMY OBIJIO IPUSATHO UATH.
Bo30yxXkneHue Maso-1ioMaly CMEHUIIO B Hel THeB, BO30yxKaeHre, TOJ00HOe TOMY, UTO OHa
ucnbiTeIBasia B CeNTOHe, KOTga 3aroHsia JINCY, KOTopasi MOrjia OKa3aThbCsd MEHee OaCHOU
CETOMHSIIHETO XUIIHUKA, ¥ TPUOJIMKEHNe OITaCHOCTH 3axkurano MapuanHny. Kpome Toro, oHa He
Tepsiyia HafleXAbl IPOHUKHYTH XOTh B OfHY U3 TaH CaHT'AHHA... Ho, JOMAs 10 KOHIIA TOHHES, OHa
3amepJsia B TeHH, CTaB CBUETEIbHULIEH COBCEM YK HEBEPOSITHOI'O 3PEJIUIla.

TorHENDb BEIXOOW Ha y3KYI0 IOJITHY MEeXIY BEICOKMMY CKJIOHAMU, C OBYX CTOPOH IOKPHITYIO
KyCTapHUKOM U I'YCTOM JIECHOM ITOPOCTBI0. B rimy0OuHe, v BEICOKOM, YBUTOW 3€JIeHbI0 KAMEHHOM CTEHHI,
BO3BHIIIA/IMCh MPaMOPHLIE UCTYKAHBI, 3aCTHIBIIMMY OTYaTHHBIMU XKEeCTaMU I0gYePKUBABIIINE
TParu4ecKui BUJ CTPOEHUS, 000KKEHHBIE PYUHBI KOTOPOT'O 3aHUMaJIX LEHTP IOJISTHEL.

9T0 OBlsIa BCETO JIMIIb I'Pyda OCTAaTKOB IIOYEPHEBINNX KOJIOHH, 00BaNIMBIINXCS KaMHEH, pa361/ITBIX
CKVYIIBIITYD, IIOPOCIIasd €2KEeBUKOU U YEPHLIM IITIOINOM, M30aBAdBIINM Tepl'[KI/Iﬁ 3allaX.

ByieBaBInuii 30ech KOTA-TO I0XKap JOJIKeH OBl OBITh OYeHb CUILHEIM, CYLs IT0 OCTABIEHHEIM Ha
KaMEeHHOM CTeHe MJIMHHLIM YepPHHIM ClIefjaM OT IylaMeHu. Ho Haf 9TUMK pyWHaMHU, Hafl 9TUM
ONyCTOIIIeHKEM, KaKKM-TO UyIOM COXPAaHMBIIAsICS, ONMucTast B 0e3yImpeyHor YucToTe OeI0ro
MpaMopa, BO3BHIIIIaTACh ¥, Ka3al0Ch, Iapuia cTaTys. U MapuaHHa 3aTauiia OhIXaHHe, 3a4apoBaHHAas
TEM, UTO OHA YBHUETa.

Cpenu HarpomoxkmueHus 007I0MKOB OBIJTA KOe-KaK CHeJlaHbl CTYIIeHH, ¥ Ha MOoCcIeqHel U3 HUX,
COTHYBIIUCH, CTOSIIT Ha KOJTeHsX MaTTeo [laMmuaHu U 00euMu pyKaMu 0OHMMaJ HOTH CTaTyd. ITO
OblTa camasi IIpeKpacHas ¥ caMasi HeOOBIKHOBEHHAS CTATYsI U3 BCEX, YTO MapuaHHe MPUXOIUIIOCH
BuneTh. OHa IpeCcTaBIsiia B HATYPaIbHYI0 BeTUYNHY 00HAXKEHHYI0 XKEeHITUHY TOUCTUHE
IbSIBOITLCKOM KPACOTEI, ITpefiel COBEPILIEHCTBA U YyBCTBEHHOCTH. CTOS C OTKHHYTHIMU Ha3al U Clerka
KaCaloIMMUCS Tejla PyKaMH, CO CKJIOHEHHOM, CIIOBHO IIOJ] TSKECThIO BOJIOC, TOJIOBOM, JKEHIIMHA, C €€
COMKHYTBIMHU TJIa3aMH U MTOIYOTKPHITHIMU I'yOaMH, Ka3aioch, Ipefjarana ce0s KakoMy-To
HEBUIUMOMY BO37I00/IeHHOMY. MICKyCCTBO CKYJIBIITOPA Ilepefao C I0opa3uTeIbHOW TOYHOCTHIO
MaJledlre IeTalu XKeHCKOro Tejla, HO eCTECTBEHHOCTh, C KOTOPOM OH 1300pa3ui Ha 3TOM JIUIIE C
YVIOJTUHEHHBIMU TJIa3aMH, CO CJIQ[IOCTPACTHO OTKPHITEIMU I'yOaMy 9KCTa3 HaCTaXIeHUs, SIBIIsIach
yymoM. M B3BOJITHOBAHHAS 3TUM CJIMIIIKOM IIPpEKPacHBIM 00pa3oM xKejaHus, MapuaHHa ogyMasa, 94To
XyIOXKHUK HOJIZKEeH OB CTPACTHO JI0OUTH CBOIO MOJIENb...
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CorHIle BCTaBajo. 30JI0TOM JTy4 CKOJIB3HYJI II0 CKJIOHY XOJIMa U IOTJIafuII cTaTyo. U ToTyac
XOJIOOHBEIA MpPaMOp COTPeJICs, 3aTperneTas. 30I0Thie 0Ky 3aberay Mo OTIIOMPOBAHHEIM 3epHAM
0eCcyyBCTBEHHOI'0 KaMHSsI, MOXKeT ObITh, 60JIee HeXKHEIM, UYeM YejloBeuecKas Koxka, 1 MapuaHHe
II0Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO CTATys 0XKUBaeT. M Torma oHa yBUJela HEUTO HEBEPOSITHOE: MaTTeo BHIIPSIMUIICS,
CTaJl Ha II0KOJIb U 0OHS KeHIKuHY. C HEHCTOBOM CTPACThiO OH IeJI0BaJl TAK €CTECTBEHHO
oTHaroImuecs ry0rl, CIIOBHO XOTeJI ITepefiaTh UM CBOM XkKap, HEMIPEPEIBHO 60pMoOYa CJI0Ba TH00BU
BIIEPEMEeXKKY C OpaHbI0. ITO HAIIOMMHAJIO CTPAHHYIO JINTAHKIO, B KOTOPOU THEB CMEIIUBAJICS C
m000BbI0 ¥ I'PYORIMU BHIPAXKEHUSIMU KeJlaHus. B To 3Ke BpeMs ero Jpoxalue PyKU OIIyIIbIBaIH
MpaMOpPHOe TeJI0, B TEIIJIOM CBETE YTPa, Ka3aloCh, COMPOTaBIeecs Moy JIaCKaMu.

B 91011 M1060BHOI! ClieHe CO CTaTyel ObIJI0 UTO-TO YyOOBUIIHOE, U, OXBaueHHas ykKacoM, MapuaHHa
OTCTYIIMJIa B TEHb TOHHEJIS, 3a0BIB, YTO OHA IIPHUIIJIA CI0Ja, YTOOB OTYUTATEH 3TOTO YENIOBEKA,
HaKa3aTb ero. becnoe3Hslil Tenephb MKUCTONET ITOAPAruBall B ee PyKe, 1 OHA BHOBb 3aCyHYyJIa ero 3a
nosic. YeloBeK 9TOT MOTEPSI PacCyfoK, 100 He ObIJIO APYToro 06bICHEeHUSI TaKOMYy 6e3yMHOMY
nmoBepeHu0. M TyT MapuaHHE CTaJo0 MO-HACTOsIIeMY cTpalirHo. OHa Oblyla OgHa C CyMacCIIe[IuM B
TAKOM TJIyXOM MeCTe, 0 KOTOPOM OOJIBIIMHCTBO 00UTaTeNIel BUJIIEI, MOXKET OBITh, U He 3Hayu. [laxke
IHCTOJIET ITOKA3aJICs el XKaJIKOH 3aIuTol. MaTTeo, 6€3 COMHEHUSsI, 001aa I'PO3HOM CHIIOH.

OO6HapyXKuB ee, OH MOT BHE3aITHO HAIACTh, IIPeXK/e YeM OHa CMoria OBl 3aluInaTeCs. Mnu Xe Torma
el IPUIIIOCh OB BLICTPEIUTD, YOUTh, HO 9TOr'0 OHA He XOTea.

HeBonbHast cMepTh MBu CeH-Anb03H, IPUYKUHOM KOTOPOM OHa CTaja, 0 CUX IIOp Jiexasjla KaMHeM Ha
ee cepaue.

OHa crnbirana, Kak MaTTeo UCCTYIIeHHO o6eliarn cBoel 6eCUyBCTBEHHOU BO3/II00JIEHHON BEPHYTHCS
9TOY HOYBIO.

— Jlyna OymeT MOTHOM, ObSBOJIMIIA, ¥ THI YBUAMIIE, YTO ST HUYETo He 3a0bU1! — MpophIYas OH.

Ceppaiie MapuaHHBI 3aK0JIOTUIOCE. Cedyac OH yimeT, o6HApYXKUT ee... He oxupmas Gornblie, OHa C
OBICTPOTOM ITPeciieyeMOoTo 3ailia MPOHEeCIach Yepe3 TOHHENb, TPOT, OaIiocTpady, HHIPHYyIa B
3apOC/IM U CTYIHIIA Ha JIECTHUITY, HO 06epHYyIach, YTOOH B3TJISHYTh Ha3a[l CKBO3b TUCTBY. Kak pa3
BOBpeMs. MaTTeo ImoKasasics U3 rpoTa, ¥ MapuaHHa CIIpocuiia cebs, yK He IPUCHUIIOCH JIK eif Bce
3T0. YelloBeK, KOTOPOTO OHA TOJILKO YTO BHMENa B 9POTUYECKOM IKCTa3e, CIIOKOMHO IIaraj 1o
TPOIUHKE MEeXy KOJIOHHAMOM ¥ BOMOK, 3aJI02KUB PYKH 3a CIIHHY, C HaCIaXaeHUeM ITOICTaBIIsas CBOe
CYPOBOE€ JIUIIO JIETKOMY BETEPKY, IIEBEJISIIIEeMY eTr0 CeJoBaThie BOIOCH. [TPOCTO YeI0BEK BHIIIEN Ha
YTPEHHIO IPOTYJIKY, YTOOLI BOCIIOIb30BAThCS CBEXKECTHIO BIIa2KHOTO OT POCH! ITapKa Imepe
TPYIOBHIM THEM.

MapuaHHa XKuBO B300pasach o JIECTHHIIE, TPOJIe3Jia B OTKPHITYIO MTaHe b, HO epe TeM, Kak
3aKPHITh €€, TI0CTapasach pa3obpaThCs B IPUBOOHOM MexaHu3Me. OKa3amoch, YTO OHA U B CAMOM
iefie IIPUBOAMIIACH B IBUKEHME C 006MX CTOPOH: PYKOSITKON — C JIECTHUIIH U YTITyONIeHUEM B
TI030JI0YEHHOM JIETIKE — U3 KOMHATHL. 3aTeM, ITOCKOJIbKY MPUOIUKAIICS Yac, Korjaa Arata MpUHOCHIA
YTpeHHUI yah, MapuaHHa mocnemusia cOpoCuTh IiaThe ¥ CaHAAINKM U CKOJIb3HYTh B IocTenb. OHa
HU 3a 4YTO He X0Tesa, YTOOH U TaK yKe NOCTAaTOYHO HamyraHHas AraTa y3Haja O ee HOUHOU
9KCIIeIUIINH.

YMocTuBIIMCh TOynoOHee Cpenu MOMyIIeK, OHa MOIBITAIACh CIIOKOMHO IOPAa3MEICIIUTD, XOTS 3TO OBIIO
He TaK IIPOCTO.

[TocnemoBaTebHOE OTKPBITHE TIAHEN B CTEHE CTOPEeBIIero 3MaHus, CTaTyu U 0e3ymMcTBa MaTTeo
MOTJIM paciiaTaTh ¥ 00jiee KpelKue HepBH, 4eM y Hee. U ellle 9T0 HeOOBIYHOE, TasIIee yIpo3y
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cBUMaHHUE, 00eIlaHHOe MPAaMOPHOM BO3/T00IeHHOH. UTO 3HAYUIN 9TH CTPaHHEIE C0Ba? YTO MMEHHO
OH He 3a0b1? YTO OH X0UeT [eflaTh HOYBIO B T€X pa3BaJMHaX U IPexXIe BCEro, YTO 3TO OBIIO 3a
CTPOEHUe, HaJl PyHHaM¥ KOTOPOT'O I[apuia CTaTys?

Bunna? Xpam? Kakomy 603KeCTBY MOKJIOHSIIUCh TaM KOTIa-TO U MOKJIOHSIOTCS cerdac? Kakomy
6e3yMHOMY ¥ MPAYHOMY PUTYyaly COOMpPAETCS MOCBATUTE MaTTeo IPSIAYIIYI0 HOUb?

Bce atu BOIIPOCHI ITIEPEKPEINNBAJINCE B MO3T'Y MapI/IaHHBI, HO HU MaJIeNIInu y,E[OBJIGTBOpPITGJ'IBHBII:I
OTBET HE HaXOOHJICH.

E¥ npexpe BCero MpHILJIO B TOJIOBY CHOBA MOACTYNUTHCA K AOHHE JIaBUHUY, HO OHa BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO
€e PaCCIIPOCH 3aCTaBIISI/IN CTPafgaTh O€IHYI0 XKeHIUHY, KoTopasi, 0e3 COMHEHHUSI, ellle He IIPUIIIa B
ce0s mocre poreniei Houu. Y 3aTeM, BIIOJITHE BO3MOXKHO, UTO OHA He 3Hajla BCEr0 O CTPaHHOM
OoruHe, KOTOPOI TalHO MOKJIOHSJICS YIIPaBISIOUUN, U 0 ero 6e3yMun. A 3Has 1 caM KHS3b, 4eEM
3aHUMaeTCs 110 HoYaM ero YIpaBisoouui U cekpeTapb? Y ecnu 3Has, cornacusics Obl OTBETUTD
MapuaHHe Ha ee BOIIPOCH, yIaics el MpuBieYsb ero BHUMaHue? [Toxanyi, nyyire 6ymeT
PaccIpocuTh caMoro MaTTeo, eCTeCTBEHHO, IPUHSIB He00X0quMble TPENOCTOPOXKHOCTH. BripoueMm,
pasBe OHa He MIpHKa3ala JoHHe JIaBUHWM MIPUCIATh ero K Hel IoCje 3aBTpakKa?

— YT0 X, IOCMOTPHUM! — ITPOTOBOPUIIA CKBO3b 3yOBI MOIOHAs KEHIIUHA.

[TpuHsB peleHre, MapraHHa BHIIUIA TPUHECEHHBIN ATaTOM TOPSYUN Yail U MMepelia K TyaseTy,
yTOoOHI ofleThCsI. Ha meHb, oOeraBinii OBITH TAKMM Ke XXKapPKUM, KaK ¥ BYePalIHUi, OHa BhIOpasia
naThe U3 6JIeIHO-KEJITOr0, BHIIATOr0 OeIbIMU MaprapuTKaMy XKakKoHeTa U JIerkue Ty(u B TOH.
OpmeThCsl B CBETJIBIM, BECETIbIM IIBET Ka3asIoCh el JIyYIIUM CPEeCTBOM, YTOOH IT000OPOThL HETIPUSITHOE
BIIeYaT/IEHNE, OCTAaBJIEHHOE MIPOIIEAIIel HOYbl0. 3aTeM, KOTa JoHHa JIaBUHUS [OJI0XKUIIA, YTO
YIPaBISAOMINAY K ee yCITyraM, OHa Iepellia B COCEOHUM C ee KOMHATOM CaJlOH ¥ PacCIopsguiIach
BITYCTHUThH €T0.

Cups 3a TUCbMEHHBIM CTOJIOM, OHA CJIeIUJIa 3a ero MpubaukeHueM, HallPpacHO CTapasiCh MOJaBUTh
HEeTIPUsi3Hb, KOTOPYIO OH e¥ BHyIan. ClieHa B pa3BajiiHax OblyIa elre CIIUIIKOM CBeXa B ITaMSTH,
yTOOBI HEe BEI3bIBATh OTBPAIIEHHS, HO €CJI OHA X0TeJjla YTO-HUOYOb Y3HATh, el HeoOX0ouMo
co0JTIoaTh IOJIHOE CIIOKOMCTBUE. K TOMY Ke OH HUYYTh He Ka3aJiCs B3BOJTHOBAaHHBLIM, HaXO[ISCh
3[ech, U ecnu OBl KTO-HUOYIb YBUEN €ro CTOSAIIKAM Iepel MOJIOOM KEeHIIUHON B TOYTUTEIILHON
103€, TO MIPUCSATHYJI OBI, YTO 3TO 00pa34YUK IIPEeNaHHOTr0 CIYTH, a He YeJI0BEK JOCTAaTOYHO IOJIbIH,
yTOOBI, KaK BOP, IPOHUKATH K 3TOM CaMOM JKeHIIWHE, KOTMa COH OCTaBJIsI ee 6e33alIuTHOM.

s BUOY U YTOORI YHATH OPOXKDB B IIAJIbIIAX, MapI/IaHHa B34dJIa U3 CTdKaHa OJIMHHOE I'YCHHOE IIePO U
CTalla PaCCEeAHHO UI'PAThk UM, HO ITOCKOJIBKY OHa XPaHWJIa MOJIYaHHue, MarTeo 3aroBOPHUIJI ITIEPBBIM:

— Barta MUIOCTh U3BOIKIIN 3BATh MEHS?
Ona PaBHOAOYIIHO ITIOCMOTPEJIa Ha HETO.

— [Jla, cunbop [amMuaHu, g [103Baja BaC. Bbl — ynpaBasgoUui 9TUM UMEHUEM, CIef0BaTeIbHO, BaM
OOJIXXKHA OLITH 3HAKOMAa KaXKkgas MeJiodb B HeM?

— §1 medCTBUTENIBHO CYUTAIO, YTO 3HAIO 3[[€Ch JTI000H 3aKyTOK, — OTBETHUJI OH C IIOJIYYJILIOKOM.

— Torma BB CMOXKETe KOe-4TO Pa3bsiCHUTh MHe. Buepa mocie ob6ema ObIIO TaK 2KapKo, YTO Jaxe caj
He moMoran. f1 Hala yoexKulle U CBeXKECTh B TPOTE YV IaBUIIBOHA. ..

Ona ocTaHOBUIIACh, HO HE CBOAHUIIA I'Ia3 C YIIPaBJIAKOIMIETO ¥ OTYETIIUBO 3aMETHJIa, KaK CJIIETKa
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CXKaJIuCh €Tr0 Y3KHe 1"y'6]:>I. C HaIlTYCKHBEIM PAaBHOOYIIIHEM, HO YETKO BBEITOBAPHBAA KaXKaoo€e CJIIOBO, OHa
IIpoaoJIZKalia:

— 4 yBupena, 4To HaCTeHHAs APalKUpOBKa B OMHOM MeJIeTe CABUHYTA U U3-3a HEE TSHET CKBO3HSIKOM.
3a Hell 0Ka3aJI0Ch OTBEPCTHE, KOTOPOE OHA 3aMacKupoBaja. He O6ynb s moO0NEITHON — s He Oblyia OB
JKEHIITMHOM, U S IMOIIJIA 110 3TOMY ITPOXOAY, a BRIUMAS U3 Hero, 00HapyKuJla OCTaTKH KaKOW — TO
CTOPEBIIEHN ITOCTPOUKH.

OHa cO3HaTeNIbHO He YIIOMSIHYJa CTaTyl0, HO Tellepb — OHa OblJla yBepeHa B 3TOM — MaTTeo
mo6JIemHeT oM 3arapoM.

C BHE3aITHO IIOMPAYHEBIINMH T'JIa3aMU OH ITPOOOPMOTAT:

— 4 monusn! OcMenoch OOJT0OKUTh Balllell MUJIOCTH: KHSI310 OyOeT HeIPUSTHO y3HATh, YTO BEI
00HApPYKUITM MaJIeHbKUHU XpaM.

OTO0 3ampeTHOe M7 BaC MECTO, U 'OCIIOXKe JIyylre 65110 OFL...

—4d MOT'y CaMa CYOUTh, 4TO l'[peJII'IO‘-ITI/ITeJ'[bHeI;I oJid MeHs, CMHBOD Ilamuanu. Ecnu s O6paH.IaIOCB K
BaM, TO, 0e3 COMHEHUN I, TOJIBKO II0OTOMY, YTO HE X041y O6paH.IaTbCH C 3THM BOIIPDOCOM K MOEMY
CyIpyry, TeMm 0ojee 4TO OH HEIIPpUATEH OJId HETO. Ho BEL... BBl OJI2KHBEI OTBETUTH MHE.

— IToyeMy 3TO mOMXKeH? — [ep3K0 BOCKIIMKHYJI YIIPAB/ISAIONINIA, Tepss BIacTh Hafl COOOM.
— I[Motomy uTO 9 — KHATUHSA CaHT'AHHAQ, XOTUTE BHL 9TOT'0 UJIX HET, HPABUTCS BaM 3TO WIK HET!..
— fl He XOoTes cKa3arTs...

— BypnbTe X0Tst OB HACTOJIBKO YUTHBHI, YTOOH HE MIPEPHEIBATh MEHS. 3alIOMHUTE: KOTTa S 3a/ial0
BOIIPOC — $1 KMy Ha Hero 0TBeT. Y Bce MOM CIIyru 3HAIOT 3T0, — Jo0aBuUia OHA, YMBIIUIEHHO [efas
yoapeHUe Ha CJI0Be «CIIyTu». — BaM 0CTaeTCsl MPUBHIKHYTH K 3TOMY. K TOMYy Ke 51 He BUKY 0COOBIX
IIPUYMH, KOTOPEIE MOTJIM OBl IOMeIIaTh BaM OTBETUTh. ECJIM 3TO MeCTO [IOJIXKHO XPAaHUTLCS B TaliHe,
€CJI OHO BHI3BEIBAET y BAlllero X03sgMHa MpayHble BOCIOMUHAHUS, [TI0UeMy Bbl He 3afeflajid IPoxon?

— MOHCEeHBLOD He JaBajl TaKOU MPHKas.

— A BB HUUET0 ¥ HUKOT{Ia He fenaeTe 6e3 ero mpukasa? — C MPOHHEH cKa3aja OHa.

OH Hampsrcs, HO TyT Xe oBJnafes cobo. Ero nensHON B3I BIUIICS B TJla3a MOJIOOON KEHIIUHEL
— Xopomo! { K ycnyraMm Ballleyd MUJIOCTH.

HoBonpHas nobenoii, MapuaHHa 03Bojuia cede POCKOIIb yILIOHYTECS eMY.

— Bbnarogapio Bac. UTak, IpoCTO paccKaxkuTe MHe, YeM ObIJI 3TOT «MaJIeHbKHM XpaM»... 1 0COOeHHO,
KTO ObIJIa JKEHIKMHA, Ybs CTATYsI, BEJIUKOJIEIHAS U U3YMUTEIbHASI, CTOUT Cpenu pyuH. U He roBopuTe,
YTO 9TO AHTUYHAS PENTUKBUS, 0O S BaM He IIOBEPIO.

— 3aueM MHe JIraTh? JTO CTAaTysl OOHHEI JIFOCMHOBI, TOCIIOXKA, 686}7H.IKI/I HalIlleT 0 KHA3d.

— He cnuirkoM v ee BHEUTHUYW BUJ... HECKPOMeEH [y 6a0ymku? YV Hac, Bo ®PpaHLKU, BPSA K
BCTPETHUIIIb TOOOOHOE...

— 3aTo BCTPEeTHIIb CECTED UMIIepaTopa!l — BOCKNIUKHY OH. — Pa3Be kHATUHA boprese He 3acTaBuia
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pe3en; KanoBb 00eccMepTUTL B MpaMope ee KpacoTy? [loHHa JItocuHOa MOCTYIInIa B CBOE BpeMs TaK
xe. Brl He mpencTaBsieTe cebe, KakoBa Oblyta ee Kpacota! HeuTo myraroree, HeBeIHOCHMOe. M oHa ¢
ObIBOJILCKUM UCKYCCTBOM HCIIO/Ib30Baa ee. 1 BUe MyK4YKH, II0JI3aBIINX ¥ €€ HOT, TePSBIINX
pas3yM, CBOIMBIIUX Pafid Hee CUeTHl C XKU3HbBIO... TOTHa HaxKe, Koraa e OBIJI0 lalieKo 3a COPOK ISTh!
Ho ona Ovlnia Bo BiIacTH ALIBOJIA!

CnoBHO IIPOPBaBIIKI IJIOTHHY IIOTOK, MaTTeo Tenepb rOBOPKUJI, TOBOPUII, OYOTO HE MOT yXkKe
OCTaHOBUTLCS, 1 MapuaHHa, Ha BpeMs 3a0bIB CBOIO HEIIPUA3HbL K HEMY, CITyIllajia KaK 3aYyapoBaHHas.
OHa TO/IBKO JIETKO MPOIIenTaa:

— Br1 3uanu ee?

OH yTBepOuUTENIbHO KUBHYJI, HO CJIIETKa OTBEPHYJICS, CMYIIEeHHBIN TPHUCTAIBHEIM B3TJISAIOM MOJIOIOMN
JKEHIIWHEL, 3aTeM 000aBuII C THEBOM:

— MHe OblJI0 BOCEMHA[ILIATh JIET, KOTa KHATUHS yMepJa... CTOpesia, XKUBbeM CTOpejia B 9TOM XpaMme,
KOTOPBIY OHA, oflepxkuMas 6e3ymMueM, Bejeia BO3IBUTHYTh B CBOIO 4ecTh. OHa B HEM IIPUHUMAla
CBOMX JTI000BHUKOB, BRHIOMPABIIMXCS MIOYTH BCETIA CPEOU KPECThsIH, TOPIIEB WIIKM MOPSKOB, TIOTOMY
YTO 71 Hee TJIaBHBIM OBITIO TOIBKO TF000BHOE HUCCTYIIJIEHUE.

— Ho... moueMy cpemu mpoCTOro Hapona?

C BHe3aIHOoHU TOPAYHOCTBIO OH ITOBEPHYJICA K MapHaHHe C OHymeHHOﬁ T'0JI0BOM, KaK TOTOBBIN
HaIlacTh OBIK, ¥ OHA COOPOTrHYyIaCh, OKHUOAs BCIIBIIIKY aOCKOI'0 IITaMEeHH, KOTOPO€ — OHa
JoragbIBajiaChb — JOJIZKHaA Oblla 3a3KeYb JIrocuHpa.

— IToToMy 4TO OHa MOTJIa IIOCJIe 3TOT0 3aCTAaBUTh UX OECCIeIHO UCYe3HYTh. PaBHEIX cebe, TeX, KTO
el ToKe HpPaBUJICS, OHA, KOHEYHO, OCTAaBJISIJIA B XKMBEIX, YBEPEHHAs B UX ITOKOPHOCTH, B PaOCTBe, B
KOTOPOE OHAa MX BOBJIeKasa ¥ 6€3 KOTOPOI'0 OHM OTKA3bIBAIUCh XKUTh. HO CKOJIBKO MOJIOMEIX JTIOOEeH
MCYe3]10, He 0CTAaBUB HU MaJeHInero cjiefa Mmocje TOro, Kak OTHald B HOYb JII0OBU BECh XKap 9TOU
HEHACHITHOM BouuIie?.. HUKTO... HeT, HUKTO He MOXKEeT IIPeCcTaBUTh cebe, 4To 3T0 Oblyia 3a
xkeHiwHa, OHa yMesa npobyXKaaTh Xy/Aline HHCTUHKTHI, CAMble HU3MEeHHbIe CTPACTH, U el
HPABUJIOCH, KOTAa CMEePTh CTAHOBUJIACh 3aBepleHreM 0681, MoxeT ObITh, IeTeHIa U UMeeT CBOoe
OCHOBAHHE...

— Jlerenpa?

— l'oBoOpsT, YTO ee HeyBsimaeMas KpacoTa Obllla Pe3yIbTaTOM 3aK/IIYEHHOTO C ObSBOJIOM IOT0OBOPA.
Kak-To BeuepoM, Korfa oHa ¢ 6eCIIOKOWCTBOM pa3TiisaAbiBaia CBOe u300paxkeHre, B OQHOM M3 3epPKaJl
TIOSIBUJICSI OJIETHI B UePHOe KPACHUBBIM MasbIi U MPEIoKUI B 0OMEH Ha ee [yIly TPUALATH JIeT
HeyBsITlaeMOM KPaCOTHl, TPUALATE JIET HaclaxkaeHUN 1 6e3rpaHUYHOM BIaCTU Haf MyXKUYMHAMU.
[oBOpAT, YTO OHA COTJIAaCHJIaCh, HO OCTajlach B iypakax, ©00 TPUAOIATH JIET ellle He MPOIIK, Koraa
OTHAXKMOBl YTPOM CJIYTH, BOW[IS B €e KOMHATY, 00HAPYKUIIK KUIIAIIWE YePBIMHU TPYII XO3SIUKH.

YBupes, uTo MapruaHHa BCKOYHKJIa C KDUKOM OTBpallleHusI, OH N00aBUJI C IPE3PUTEIHHOU YIBIOKOM:

— ITO TONBKO JIeTeHfia, Tocmoxka! B melicTBUTENbHOCTH BCe OBITIO MHAYeE, pas, Kak S yXKe BaM
TOBOPHII, IOHHA JIIOCHHMa Cropesia B OXBaTUBIIIEM XpaM II0XKape... IoxKape, KOTOPHIA OHa 3axXKria
CBOMMM COOCTBEHHLIMM PYKaMU B Ty HOYb, KOorfa oOHapyKuiaa MOPUIMHKY B yriy pTa. 1 Be, 0e3
COMHEHUSI, CIIPOCUTE MeHs, KHSATHHS, II0YeMy OHa BhIOpasia TaKyo yKaCHYI0 CMEePTh?

Ha 3t0 s OTBEYYy: OHa HE XO0TeJla, YTOOLI €€ BOCXUTUTEIbHOE TeJIOo, KOTOPEIM OHa TaK OOPOXKHJIQA,
MEJIEHHO PACIIagaJIOCh B 3€MIJI€, II0O3HAJIO Y2KaC TIIEHHUd. Ona IIpearno4dila YHUYTOXHUTL €T0 B orue!
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9T0 Oblyta yKacHast Houb! [1aMs rymeno, u ero sI36IKU OB BUIHBI TaK ajekKo, YTO IIOBEPTHYTHIE B
TpemeT KpeCThsIHE YTBEPKOaIu, 4YTO 3TO CaMO aficCKoe IIaMs Pa3Bep3yI0Ch Nepef Hel... { ele
CTIBIIIIATI €€ TIPeACMEPTHHIM KPHUK... 3ax/1e0rIBa0OUIuiCsS BOM Bomuulibl!.. Ho s yBepeH, 4To OHa
IIOJIHOCTHIO He ucuesna! OHa emie XKuseT!..

— YTO BHI XOTUTE CKa3aTh? — BOCKJIMKHYJIa MapraHHa, IBITasCh YHATh OXBATUBILIKUY €€ yXKac.

MartTeo B3r/ISIHYJI HA Hee INXOPafoYHO ropsAmuMu ria3aMu OH KPUBO YIBIOHYIICS, TIOKa3aB KPEIKIe
JKeJIToBaThle 3yObl, U TAMHCTBEHHEIM TOHOM, C KAKOU-TO KOJIHOBCKOU CHJION MPOOJIZKAaI:

— YT0 OHa Bcerpa OPOAUT 110 3TOMY JOMY... B Cafly... B Ballleit KOMHaTe, TTle OHa Pa3TyIuBaeT
oOHaxXeHHOM, yTOOH 6e3 MoMexX CpaBHUBATh B 3epKajiaX CBOI0 KPACOTy C KPAcOTOM CTATyH, KOTOPYIO
OHa ycTaHOBHIA... OHa HaBjeK/a IPOKJIATHE Ha 3TOT [I0OM, ¥ OHa 3a00TUTCS 0 HEM, U100 B HEM
3aKJII0ueHa ee MeCThb. Y BEI He CMOXKeTe el BOCIIPENsITCTBOBATH!

BHe3anHo oH CMEHHUJI TOH ¥ OCBEIOMHUJICS C IIOYTH 3aMCKUBAIOIIUM BUIOM:
— He XejaeT nu rocroxa KHATHHS Y3HATH ellle YTO-HuOyOh?

Ycunuem Bonu MapuaHHa pa3opBajla HaBesIHHBIE YIIPABIAIIIAM KOJITOBCKHE Yaphl. OHa CHIBHO
IIOKpacHeJIa Mo ero Jep3K0 OIIYILIBAIOIIUM €€, TPOH3UTENIbHBIM B3TJISIIOM U pelllriia OTBETUTh
yoapoMm Ha yaap. C HagMeHHOM YCMeILIKOM OHa OTIapupoBaa:

— Jla. Beuti 11 BHI TOKe JTI000BHUKOM 3TOM XKEHINWHEI, Pa3 OHa Tak JII00uIa MIPOCTOHAPOILEe?
OH maxe He 3agyMaJiCsl U C HAUBHBIM TOPZKECTBOM OPOCHII:
— KoHeuHo... fa, TOCII0XKa, ¥ TIOBEPhTE, ST HUKOTMa He CMOTY 3a0bITh YaChl, KOTOPEIMHU 51 00s13aH eli!

YyBCTBYS, YTO OHa yKe He B COCTOSIHUM CHEePKKBaTh BO3MYyIeHre, MapraHHa Npefnoyia oKa3aTh
JKecToM, 4To OoJblle He HyXpaaeTcs B HeM. Ho, ocTaBuIich ogHa, oHa OyKBaabHO PyXHYJIAa B KPECyo U
[ONTo CHAAella HEIIONBUKHO, TIIETHO IIBITAACh YCMUPUTH OXBaTUBIIYIO ee IAHUKY. Bes mpenecTts
3TOr0 UMEHHUS, I'Tle ellle HelaBHO OHa HaKOHell o0peJia IIOKOW U PafoCTh, Ka3anach ed Temnepb
VCIIOPYEHHOM, PaCTONTaHHOM, OCKBEPHEHHO! ITaMAThI0 JeMOHUYECKOU KEHIIUHEI, 10 TaKOU CTElleHU
HaJIOXKMBIIEH Ha HETO CBOM OTIIeYaTOK. BEI3BaB B TaMATH TEMHBIN CUIYST BCagHUKA, IPOHECIIEr0Cs
3TOU HOUbIO Ha Mnbmepume, 3TOT 00pa3 eCTECTBEHHOI0 6/1aropofiCTBa, MPeCTaBIeHHEIN YeJI0BEKOM
¥ XKUBOTHHIM, OHa IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa, Kak ee OXBaThIBAET COCTpafiaHue, nbo y Hee CO30aoch
BIIeYaTJIEHNWE, YTO MEeXIy KHA3€eM U TATOTEIOMUM Ha HUM [IPOKJIATHEM IIjla HelIpephIBHAS,
OecriogHast 6opsba. M et mpuUIIIOCh TPU3BaTh Ha ITOMOIIb BECh CBOM 3MPaBHIM CMBICTI, YTOOBI
HeMe[JIeHHO He T0TpeboBaTh CBOM 0arax, KapeTy u, He 3afiepKuBasich, yexaTb B0 PpaHuuio. Tenepb
eil BCIOZly, Jaxe B IIyMe (JOHTAHOB, YyAuUIach yrpo3a.

Ho ocTaBarcs elle KapauHa, KOTOPOTo OHa ofelana foXKAaThCs, ¥ CTPaHHOE obelllaHue, HAaHHOE
MartTeo Tenu JlrocuHgel. OHa X0TeJa Y3HaTh, B UeM 3aKJII04aeTcs 3To obellaHue, U Mpu
HeoOXOOUMOCTH BMeIIaThCsi. MoxKeT OBITh, 3TO IOMOXKEeT HaKOHeI] U3THATh eMOHA, TPUBSI3aBIIerocs
K momy CanT'AHHA? Ee GmyXpmaromui B3I CIy4YaliHO OCTAHOBUIICS Ha paMUITbHOM Tepbe,
BHIIIIMTOM Ha CIIMHKE OTHOT0 U3 KPECEeJI, U il OTKPHIJIaCh ero CTpaHHasl CUMBONIUKaA. ['afioka u
enuHopor! be3aMonBHOE, KaK CMEPTh, SITOBUTOE IIPECMEBIKAIOIIeecss — U cusitollee 0enu3HoM
CKa304HOe co3faHnue... Heo6xoguMo 3aBepuIuTh 3Ty 00pr0y, Ipexae ueM ee pebeHOK MOSIBUTCS Ha
cBeT, 60 OHa He X0TeJIa, YTOOH OH KW B MUpe JIFOCHHAB. MaTepUHCKUY HHCTUHKT IIPOOYOUIICS B
Heli, HEeMCTOBO OTMeYas MaJleHIyi0 TeHb Hafl OYAYIIUM, ¥ Pafy 3TOr0 Heo6XoauMo, YTOOH OHa,
MapuraHHa, IOKOHYMIIA C JeMOoHaMu. CerogHs Be4epoM OHa II0CTapaeTCsl paclyTaTh HUTH, elle
CBsi3bIBawOIIKe MaTTeo ¢ IPOKIATOM MOKOMHHULIEH, faXe eCJIM pafu 3TOT0 ey IPUAeTCS PUCKHYTh
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XU3HBIO. [Tocie yero, 4yBCTBYs cebsi CBOOOIHOM 0T 00513aTEILCTB Mepen HEBUTUMEIM MYKeM, OHa
TIOCTYIIUT TaK, KaK e¥ MOICKaXKeT COBECTh.

Ho, Kora HOYb CHOBA OKyTaJjla BUJUIY ¥ ITapK, TePOnYecKre MPOeKThH MapuaHHE IOTYCKHEH Iepe
CaMbIM OOBLIKHOBEHHBIM CTPaXOM, ITOJOOHOT0 KOTOPOMY OHA eIlle HUKOTa He WCIHITHBAa, Iepe
00SI3HBIO TEMHOTEHI, TSI HEBEIOMYIO OITaCHOCTE.

OpmHa MBICTTHE O BO3BPALEHUM Ha MPAYHYIO IIPOTAIMHY Teleph, KOrma OHa 3Hasla, YTO YBUAUT TaM
IbSIBOIIBCKYIO CTATYIO, BEI3Basa y Hee 03H00. Hukorma elre et He OBIJIO TaK CTPAIIHO, faXKe II0CIe
nmobera ®pancuca Kpaumepa, n6o TOT OBII BCETO JIUIIL Y€JI0BEKOM, TOTTa KakK JIFoCHH/Ia BOIIONIAIa
B ce0e HEBUOMMOE U HETIOCTUKKUMOE TIOTYCTOPOHHEE.

OHa Tak 00s/1aCh BCTPETUTH YIPABIAIOIIEro, 4To OOBIIYI0 YacTh NHS IPoBefia y cebs B3amepTH.
TonbKo mocrie MonMymHs, YBUOEB €T0 UAYIIUM K GOJIBIIION HOPOre, OHA OTIPABUIACh Ha KOHIOIIHIO U
TaM [OJITO OCMaTpuBaa MnboepuMa, CJI0BHO X0Tejla HAWTH Ha MMPeKpacHOM xkepebIle KoY K
3aragke ero xo3suHa. Ho Ha BOIHYIOIUY ee BOIIPOC OTBeTa He Hauuiock. OHa Goblie He
paccrpamBasna PuHanbno, youBieHHO CIeOUBIIETO 3a JOJITUM CBUIaHUEM KHSITUHU C
YMCTOKPOBHBIM KpacaBlleM, He KeJjlas IPUBECTH B 3aMellaTelbCTBO, 6€3yCI0BHO, IPENaHHOTO
CBOEMY XO3UHY CIyTY.

Beprysmmuch K cebe, MapuaHHa CTajla XKIaTh HACTYIIJIEHUS] HOYH, TEP3asiCh HEPEITUTETbHOCTHIO.
Pasgpa3HeHHOe M000MBITCTBO TOIKAJIO €€ BEPHYTHCS TyHa, K pa3BajlHaM KOIIYHCTBEHHOTO XpaMa,
HO TO, YTO MaTTeo paccka3an el o JIFoCuH[e, BEI3LIBANIO Y HEE HEIIPEOHNOIUMOe OTBPAIleHNE, ¥ OHA B
paBHOM Mepe 0osiIach YBUAETh KaK OECCTHIOHYIO CTATYI0, TakK U ee (aHATUYHOTO CITyKUTEJIS.

Ona Hackopo IIOyXuHAasa, No0f0XKaana, I0Ka XKeHIIUHEl IPUTOTOBAT [10CTellb, HO He Jierna. Ee
POCKOIIIHasi KOMHATa U IBIIIHAsg KPOBaTh BHYIIA/IN €l Telephb CTpax. Y Hee Ilepe[ I1a3aMU BCe elle
CTOsiNa CTaTysl, ¥ OHa He pelllajiach B3TJISHYTh Ha 3epKasia U3 00s3HU YBUAETL TaM IIPU3pakK
IbSIBOJILCKOY BeHellMaHKU. HecMOTPS Ha Heocna0eBaBIIyIO Kapy, OHa IJIOTHO 3aKphlja OKHA U
OIlyCTHJIa 3aHABeCH, YyBCTBYS JETCKUU CTPaX, HaZ KOTOPHIM OHa B IIy0UHe OyIIM KPOHU3UPOBasa,
HO HMYEro He MorJjia 1ofesaTh. PadyMeeTcs, oHa He 000I11/la BHUMaHUEM ITOABUKHYIO TIaHENb U
COOpPYyAHUTIa BO3Jle Hee Ienylo OappuKaay U3 CTOJIOB, CTYJIbEB, 3aTeM HECKOJIbKUX MeTalIndeCKuX
IIPEIMETOB BPOJe TSKEJIBIX IIIaHalIO0B, TaK YTO J1to0as MOMBITKA OTKPHITL €€ BbI3Basia Okl
HEeBEPOSATHHIN IIyM.

[Tepen TeMm Kak OTIyCTUTH AraTy U JOHHY JlaBUHUIO, OHa IONIPOCHUIa TOCIENHIO IPUCIaTh K Hel
I'pakxa. E¥ npuIno B roj0By YCTPOUTH OHOTO Kydyepa Ha MaTpace B Y3KOM KOPUIOOPYUKE,
COeOUHSBILIEM €e KOMHATy C KOMHATOM AraThel, HO, HUUero He 3Hasg 0 MyYUTEJIbHBIX COMHEHHUSIX
X0341KHU, ['pakX OTIpaBuiICSd IIPOBECTU BeUyep K XKUBIIEMY Ha cocefHel ¢pepMme PuHANBI0, C KOTOPHIM
OH TIOAPYKUJICS. 3HAUUT, IPUAETCS OTHOU OOPOTHCS CO CTPaXoM, TeM CTPaxoM, KOTOPHIM CTO pa3 3a
IeHb yroBapuBaJl ee IO3BOHUTH U IIPMKa3aTh 3aKjIafblBaTh KapeTy. Boysl ee oKa3anach CUNIbHEE €T0,
HO Telepb [IPefCTOSAIIO IPOBECTH HOYb, KaK e Ka3aJloCh, II0JIHYI0 OlaCHOCTeU. HeCcKoIbKO 4acos,
OT[ENABIINX €€ OT BOCXOMa COJHIIA, IIOKaXKyTCS BEYHOCTHIO.

«JIyute Bcero Ob1710 OB YCHYTB, YCHYTh KPEIIKMM CHOM, — CKa3aJsla oHa ce0e, — u u30aBUTHCS OT
HCKYIIEeHHUST BEPHYTHCS K Pa3BaIdiHAM...»

[7s 9TOr0 OHa monpocusia NOHHY JIaBUHUIO TPUTOTOBUTE HAMIUTOK, TaK 6J1ar0TBOPHO

TI0[ e} CTBOBABIINI Ha Hee B IIEPBYI0, HOUb, HO, BMECTO TOT'0 YTOOHI BEIIIUTE, OHA [TOCTABUJIA €T0 Ha
CTOJIUK y M3TOJIOBbS. A BAPYT OHA 3aCHET TakK KPENKo, UTO He YCIIBIIUT ITyMa HarpOMOXKIEHHEIX Y
IIaHeNY [IPeOMeTOB?., HET, faXe eC/IU 9Ta HOYb CTaHeT KOIIMapoM, HaJo ee BEIepXKaTh II0JTHOCTHIO U
C TPe3BOU TI'0JIOBOM.

MapuanHa ¥ HeM3BeCTHBIN U3 TocKaHbI 213 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

C TAXKeJbIM B3[0X0OM OHa I0JI0XKHUJIa OKOJI0O KpoBaTH 00a MUCTOJIETa, B3sjIa KHUTY, JieTJia U’
TIOTIBITaIach YU TaTh. ITO OblT poMaH [laToOpuaHa, OUeHb TPOTATEIbHEIM, TOBECTBYIOLINH O TH00BU
nByX IoHBIX HHAOeneB [llaktaca u, Atansl. [1o cux mop MapuaHHa mojy4asna 60JblIoe YOOBOJIbCTBHE
OT YTEHHUS 3TOTO POMaHa, HO CETOMIHS ee MBICIIA BUTaIU He Ha 6eperax Meciacebe, a 0KOJIO TOH
IIPOTAJINHEL, TTie [OMKHO OBIJIO ITPOMU30UTH 0fHOMY bory u3BeCcTHO 4T0. BKpagunuBo 1 KOBapHO
BO3BpaIlasich, IpexkHee JII00OMBITCTBO MaJjio-lIOMally OB/lafieBasio €. B KoHIle KOHIIOB MapuaHHa
oTOpocuia KHUTY.

— OTO HEBO3MOXKHO! — T'POMKO BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA. — Ecnu tak GYJIGT IIpOAOOoJIZKATECA, A COﬁHy C YMa.

Y, npoTsiHYB PyKy, OHa CXBaTUJIa COHETKY OT 3BOHKA B KOMHaTe AraThl U NIOTsAHYyJa HECKOJIBKO pa3.
OHa pemuia IOMPOCUTH OEBYLIKY IIPOBECTHU C HEW 3Ty HOUb. BiBoeM eil merye 6ymeT 60pOThCS KAk
CO CTpPAxoM, TaK U C XKeJlaHUEM BBIUTH, la ¥ TIOCTOSTHHO UCIyTaHHas AraTa pafia 6ygeT ocTaThCs
BO3JI€ X0351MKU. HO ¥ MOBTOpHbIE 3BOHKM OKa3aluch 0€3pe3yIbTaTHEIMHU.

PemmB, 4TO feBYyIIKa, BOIMOXKHO, TPUHSJIa MUKCTYPY OOHHH JlaBuHKUY, MapruaHHa BCTajla, HAaKUHYJIa
0aTUCTOBBIN ITeHbIOAP U, CYHYB HOTH B JlOMalllHue Ty(Iu, HalpaBuiach K KoMHaTe Aratsl. OHa
JIETOHBKO ITOCTy4Yasa B IBePb, U3-II0Jl KOTOPOH poOUBaICS CBET, U, He IIOJIyYUB OTBETA, IIOBEPHYJIa
PYUKy ¥ OTKpbUTa. KomHaTa Oplia mycra.

Ha cTonmuke y U3rojioBbs TOpeja CBe4Ya, HO B KPOBATH HUKOTO He OBINI0, TOJIBKO ITOKPHIBAIa CBUCAIH
Ha T10JI, KaK ecnu Obl, BCTaBas, MaJleHbKasi KAMEPUCTKA MOTalluIa uxX 3a coboit. O0ecmokoeHHas
MapwraHHa TOOHSs/Ia r1a3a K BUCEBIIEMY Haj] KPOBAThIO KOIOKOIBYUKY, COOOIIABIIEMYCS IIHYPOM C
ee KOMHATOH. Y Hee BRIPBAJICS BO3MYIIEHHEIN BO3TJIac: 00MOTAHHBIM TPSIIKOM KOIOKOIbYHUK HE MOT
M30aTh HU eIMHOr0 3ByKa. Hy, 3T0 yxKe ciaumkom!

Maro Toro, 4Tto AraTa yiia HOYblO, HO y Hee ellle XBaTUJI0 HarJIOCTU 3arIyIIUTh KOJIOKOIbYHK.
Bropouewm, Kyna ona morna noutu? Ha cBupmanue ¢ kem? He ¢ ['pakxoM, oH y PuHanbmo... Bpsaf au C
KeM-HuOy[b U3 cyT, n0o AraTa HU C KEM He BOOUIACh U, eC/ii He Oblla CO CBOEM X035TUKOM,
CTapasach gepxkKaThCid OKOJIO JOHHH JIaBUHMY, eIUHCTBEHHOM, K KOMY OHa IIUTajla JOBEPUE B 9TOM
gome. YTo KacaeTcH...

MapuaHHa yKe HalpaBuach K cebe, HO OCTaHOBUJIACh, BEPHYJIACh K KPOBATH U CTasla 3agyMUHNBO
pasrsgabpBaTh CTPAHHOE IOJI0OXKeHYe MOKPhIBai. OHM MOTJIM YIIacTh Tak, €C/u Obl JEBYIIKY CTAIUINA
c KpoBaTu. BcTaBasi, oHa He cHenasna Obl Takou Oecropsigmok. HampoTuB, Korma YHOCSAT HETIOIBUKHOE
Teno... Y MapuaHHH BOPYT CXKAaJIOCh Cepalle. YKacHas MBICIIb IIPHUIIJIa € B TOJIOBY. ITOT OHEMEBILNI
KOJIOKOJIbUMK, CTAHYTHIE ITIOKPhIBaJla, elle ropsilas CBeda... a TakXkKe IIycTas Jalllka Y U3T0JIOBbS C
XapaKTEpPHLIM 3allaXOM 3HAKOMOM HACTOWKH, K KOTOPOMY IIpHMeIIUBaJICs APyrou, 6onee TOHKuUI!
Arara yiia He 1o cBoel Bone. Ee yHecnu! M1 MapraHnHa 0osiach JorafaTbCs, KTO 3TO CHenall.

Bcro ee HepelIMTeTbHOCTh KaK BETPOM CAYJIO, TaK Ke KaK U THEeTYIIMU CTpax, He OTIIYCKaBIINH ee
Bech Beuep. OHa Oerom BepHYJIach B CBOI0 KOMHATY, C TUX0Paf0YHOM OBHICTPOTOM pa3obpara
3aKPHIBABIIYIO MTaHelh OappuKaay, IJI0THO MOII0sSCaaCh MMOBEPX MTeHb0apa KaKUM-TO Iap@om,
B3siJla CBEYY U IIKACTONIETH — OOUH 3a I0SC, APYroi B PyKy — U HalpaBUIIaCh 10 TOM XKe [0pore, 4To
u yrpoM. Ho Ha 9TOT pa3 oHa IIpeofioieNia ee ropa3no ObICTpee, BO30yKOeHHAs HETOJOBaHUEM,
3arynaBIIMM UHCTUHKT CAMOCOXPaHEHHUS U 9JIEMEeHTapHYI0 OCTOPOKHOCTh. Eif He MPUIIIOChH
TYIIUTH CBeYY B KOHIIE JIECTHUIIEI, ee 3aAyJl BeTep. OH CUIBHO Pas3ryisics C HACTYIJIEHUEM HOYHU, HO
3a IJIOTHO 3aKPHITHIMU OKHAMU OHA He ollyIaja 3Toro. CTano TakXe 3HaYUTEIbHO IpoxnafgHee. C
HacJlaXaeHNeM BIbIXas CBeXKUW BO3AYX, OHa MOAyMaJja, YTO BCKOPEe MOXKeT MOUTHU OOXK[b. [lonHas
JIyHa 3aJiiBaJia BCE CBOUM CBETOM, HO IT0 HeOy CTpeMUTENIbHO HECIHUCh 061aka, BpeMeHaMu 3aKphIBas
cepebpsHbIi qucK. ToMUTEeIbHAS TUIIMHA KUcYe3yla. Bech mapk mymesn 6ecyucIeHHON JIUCTBOH,
IIOCKPUIILIBAS BETBSIMU.
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MapuraHHa PeIuTeNbHO YTTyOuIack B TPOT, PO ero OOHUM JyXOM, HO B TOHHEJIE TIOf XOJIMOM
yMepusa mar, 4Tobsl He 00HapyXkuTh ce6s1. TaM, B mporajauHe, I0Ka3aics KpacHuH cBeT. M3-3a
CKBO3HSKa B TOHHeJIe ObLJIO IIPOCTO XOJIONHO, ¥, OXBaYeHHas APOXkKbi0, MapuaHHa IJIOTHO YKyTasa
TPyOb TOHKMM 0AaTHCTOM IeHbloapa. [1pu npubnukeHuu K BEIXOMY cepalle y Hee 3abuiock GuICTpee,
HO OHA YBEPEHHO CKaJla OpPyKHe B pyKe, PHUIaja K CKaJie ¥ OCTOPOXKHO BEITJISHYJIa HAPYXKYy.
BrieyaTtnenue OBIIO TaKOe, CIOBHO BPeMst U3MEHUIIO CBOM XOfI, M OHA BHE3AITHO OKa3aach HE B
HAII0JIEOHOBCKOM 3pe, MOTHOM TPOX0Ta, SPOCTH, CJIaBHl U Oypisdllell XKU3HU, a B cCaMOM T'Ty60KOM,
CaMOM MPaYHOM CPEeIHEBEKOBbE.

Y HOT cTaTyH, OCBEIEHHOM IJIaMeHeM ABYXIYIOBLIX CBeUel M3 YePHOTO BOCKA U [IBYX COCYMOB,
MCIYCKaBIINX eIKUY IBIM U CTPAHHBIM KPACHHIH CBET, Ha pa3BajiMHax ObUIO YCTPOEHO HEYTO BPOfe
antaps. Ha HeM nexasna o0HaxKeHHas XKeHIIMHA, 0YeBUIHO, 0e3 co3HaHus, 100 OHa OCTaBasiach
COBEPIIIEHHO HETOIBUKHOM, XOTS 1 He Oblna cBsg3aHa. Ha ee XXUBOTe, Ha HEOOIBIIION IOIIeYKe
CTOsiJ1a Ba3a, HalOMHUHABIIAA [[ePKOBHYIO Yaily. C u3yMaeHneM U ykacoM MapuaHHa y3Hana Arary.
Ona 3aTauna gbIXaHWe, HaCTOJIbKO TNTy00Kas TUINWHA Llapuia 3fuech. Ef MoKa3aaock, YTO MalenuIIni
IIIOPOX MOXKET BHI3BATh KaTacTpody.

[lepen HeOOBUKHOU [OEBYIIKOU CTOSJI HA KOJIEHSIX MaTTeo, HO Takou MatTeo, KoToporo MapruaHHa
enBa y3Hasa. Ha HeM ObIJT IIMPOKO OTKPHITHIA Ha TPYAY AIUHHBEIN YEPHBIN CTUXAph, PACIIATHIN
CTPaHHBIMU 3HAKaMHU. 30J10TOM 06pYyY CTATHUBAN €ro IelefibHbIe BOJIOCH. Temnepsb 3T0 O HE
MOJTYAJIUBBIY YIIPaBNIAIOMINY KHA34, a Kpel], TOTOBAIINANCS COBEPLUIUTEL 00pSAL CaMoro
KOIIYHCTBEHHOT'0 ¥ CaMOI0 APeBHEr0 KyjbTa, UAYIero u3 riyouH BekoB. OH BOPYT Hayasl 4UTaTh Ha
JIaTBIHU MOJIUTBEL, COfepkKaHUe KOTOPHIX He OCTaBUJIO Y MapraHHEL HU MaJleUIero COMHEHUS B TOM,
YTO OH cobuparcs fenatsb.

«YepHas Mecca!»— ¢ yKacoM mogyMalia OHa, IEPEBO/s B3I C KOJIEHOIIPEKJIOHEHHOT0 MaTTeo Ha
CTATYyIO0, Ka3aBIIYIOCS MMPU MONOOHOM MPaYHOM OCBeIlleHUH 3auTON KpoBbio. Korma-To B Centone,
POsiCh Ha TOJIKax OMONMMOTEeKH, OHA HAlll/la 3alblIEHHY0 CTaPUHHYI0 KHUTY C OIMHMCAaHUEM IOTPSCIIe
ee OMEeP3UTEIbHOM IIepeMOHNY. be3 COMHEeHUsT, KOTla OH 3aKOHYUT CBOIO CBITOTAaTCTBEHHYIO
MOJIUTBY, MaTTeo mpuHEeCeT CBoel OOTMHE, 3aHSBIIEH TYyT MECTO CAMOTO CaTaHkl, U30PaHHYIO
JKepTBY. DTO 3HAYUT, UTO OH OBJIQ[IEET €10, @ 3aTEM OKPOIIUT €€ TEJI0 KPOBBIO TOIBKO YTO
3ape3aHHOr0 XXMBOTHOT'O UJTK HaXKe YeJI0BeKa, MOATBEPKACHUEM YeMy SIBJISJICS JIUHHBIM HOX C
MpPayYyHO CBEPKABIIKUM JIE3BUEM, JIeXKABIIKUY y HOT JIFOCHHAR. EC/ii TOIBKO OH He 3apexkeT
HECYaCTHYIO AraTy, 4TO ObIJIO BIIOJIHE BEPOSTHO, 00 HUKAKUX APYTUX MIPU3HAKOB XKU3HU B
IIPOrajIiHe He 3aMeyYasocCh.

Ceituac MaTTeo, 6e3yCT0BHO, HaXOMUJICS B TpaHce. [IpOM3HOCHMbIE UM CJIOBA CTaIH
Hepa30opPYMBEIMU U TTOXONUIIM Ha KaKOe-TO OTBPATUTEJIbHOE XKYKKaHKe, BhI3BaBllee y MapruaHHBI
rafuBOCTh. PaCIIMpPUBIINMUCS OT CTpaxa IJla3aMyi OHa CMOTpeJia, KaK OH OTCTaBJIsieT B CTOPOHY
Ba3y, MOKPLIBAET IOIETySIMHU TeJlo 0eCCO3HATEIbHOM NEBYIIIKY M XBaTaeT HOXK. Y MapuaHHBI
TIOMYTHJIOCH B TJIa3aX, HO KaKMM-TO Yy[IOM OHa TYT XkKe OBjafesia co0ou. BEIAsS M3 YKPHITUS, OHA
cIenajia HeCKOJIbKO IIaroB, IOAHSIA PYKY, XJIagHOKPOBHO MIPULIEINIIach U HaXKajla KypoK.

Ornyuratole IporpeMen BEICTPel... MaTTeo BCKOYMII, YPOHUII HOX U OJTyKIA0IIUM B3TJISIIOM
OTnsimesics BOKPYT cebs.

OH He OBUI paHeH, Tak Kak MapuaHHa IeJINIach B CTaTYI0, HO OH UCIYCTHII Y2KACHBIN BOTLIIb,
3aMeTuB, 4TO y JIrocuHAH ucye3 nogboponok. O6e3ymes, OH GpOCHUIICS K Hel, HO JIe[sTHOM T0oJI0cC
MapraHHEI 3aCTABUII €0 OCTAHOBUTHCS.

— Croiite, MaTTeo, — cKa3ajla OHa, 0TOPOCHB CTaBIIHI OECII0JIe3HBIM IIUCTOJIET U AOCTaBas U3 — 3a
nosica fIpyrou. — 4 morsa 6bl yOUTH Bac, HO MHE He XOUeTCS JIUIIUTH Balllero X03suHa TaKoro
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BEPHOTO0 CIIyTru. TeM He MeHee, eCJIU BHl He IOC/IylIaeTeCh, BTOpas My IpefHa3HayeHa BaM. M BH
Morny yOemuThCsl, YTO 51 BCeTMa Mollafiaio B Iellb. f u3ypofoBasia Bally ObsSBOJIULY, ClIefylolas Iyt
HauneT Bac. Bo3pMute AraTy ¥ OTHECHTE B ee KOMHATY. OTO IIpUKas, OBTOPSATH He Oyny! — U oHa
yrpozarolile oBea OyJI0M IUCTOJIeTa B €70 CTOPOHY.

Ho cMBICTT CKa3aHHBIX €10 CJIOB, IT0X0XKe, He fouIes 10 Hero. C 6e3yMHBIMU I'Jla3aMU U
TIepEeKOIIeHHbIM PTOM OH II0JI3 Ha YeTBepeHbKax 10 Pa3BajiMHaM, IHTasiCh BCTaTh. OCTphle KAMHU U
KOJTIOYKY KyCTapHUKA OCTABJISAJIM €ro COBEPIIeHHO 6ecyyBCTBeHHBIM. OH [efiCTBUTENILHO Ka3aJics
JKepPTBOM YYHOBHUIIHOTO TPAHCA, U, TI0 Mepe TOTO KakK OH mpubnuxkancs, MapraHHe CTaHOBUIIOCH BCE
0oree XKyTKO TP MBICTTA O TOM, YTO e IPUOETCS COEeJaTh, YTOOH! 3aAIUTUTLCS OT 3TOT'0 YeJI0BeKa,
CHUJIBI KOTOPOTO, OYEBUIHO, YOECATEPUINCE: CTPEJISITE B yIiop!

— OcTanoBuTeCh! — KpUKHYyJla OHa. — Ha3ag... Bbl ciabimuTe?.. Hasan!

Ho on He cnbiman ee. EMy yganock BCTaTh, U OH MPUOINKAIICS C IPOTSAHYTHIME PYKaMH, C
IyTaLUM B3TJIAO0M JIyHaTUKa. MapraHHa HEeBOJIBHO OTCTYIIMIIA Ha 1Iar, Apyrou... OHa HUKaK He
MOT'JIa PELIUTLCS BHICTPeNuTh. CII0BHO Kakasg-To Ccula, 60jee MOTyIeCTBEHHas, YeM ee BOJd,
Ilapaju3oBaja eu pyky.

MoxeT ObITh, €€ OIIEeJIOMHUII Y2Kac U caM MaTTeo, C KOHBYJIbCUBHO ITOEPTUBAOIINMCS JTHIIOM,
YepPHBIM OflesTHHEeM U COUTHIMU [0 KPOBU PyKaMU ITOXO0XKUYN Ha U3BEPTHYTOI'0 IIPEUCIIONHEeH IeMOoHa.
MapuaHHa 4yBCTBOBaJla, YTO CHUJIH IOKKOAT ee. OHa ellle OTCTYNWIA, IEITAsCh HAIIyIaTh
CcBOOOIHO¥M PYKOM BXOJ B TOHHEIIb, HO, 0OUEBUIHO, OHA OTKJIOHMUJIACh B CTOPOHY, ¥ C3aX OBLIM TOJIBKO
TpaBa U JTUCThsI. MoxkeT OBITh, €# YIaCTCS CIPSTAThCS B 3apociisax?.. Ho BOpyr HOra ee 3a YTO-TO
3allenuiach, ¥ OHa ymajna. A MaTTeo OblT Bce Onuxke U O1ukKe, OH Ka3aJiCsl TUTAHTOM, HAaBUCIIMM Ha
Heii. [Ipy maieHuy MHUCTONET BhINAJ U3 PYKM MapHuaHHBI, ¥ OHa IIOHSJIA, YTo norubia.

OHa x0Tejla KpUKHYTh, HO KPUK 3aMep B ee ropie. [Tocrnbimmancs momoOHbIN packaTaM rpoMa I'POXOT,
¥ C OPYTOM CTOPOHHI IPOTaIMHLI, U3 3apOcCiiel, MOSABUIIOCh (haHTaCTUUYECKOe BUIEHHUE.

Bonbuias Genas noiaab, Hecyllasi YepHOTO BCaHUKA, KOTOPLIH C MOJHSTEIM XJIBICTOM OOPYIIMIICS Ha
MaTTeo u mokKa3aJjcs MOJIOOM XKeHIIWHe CKa30YHEIM BelMKaHOM. Ero o6/1MK BbI3Basl ¥ Hee KpPUK
yxkaca. [Ipexfe ueM ymacTb B 00MOPOK, OHa yCIiela 3aMeTHUTh II0f1 LIISTION IIJIOCKOe JIKII0, Oefiecoe u
HEIOJIBUKHOE, HA KOTOPOM YEPHBIMY [IbIpaM¥ CBEpKaJld I'jla3a, a HuXe — 4To-T0 6echOpMeHHOE,
IpsiTaBILEeCs B CKJIafIkax MPOCTOPHOIO Ijalia. 9To 6blyI0 oceiaBiiee UnbaepuMa IPUBUIEHHE,
BO3HUKINKY U3 MpaKa IPU3pakK, CIELUINBIINY Ha TOMOIIb K Hel... OT yXKaca 3acTOHaB, OHa IIoTepsiia
CO3HaHUe.

MapuaHHa Tak HAUKOTHA ¥ He y3Halla, CKOJIbKO BpeMeHHU OHa ITpoBesia B 6ecrmaMsaTcTBe. Korga oHa
OTKpBIJIa I'7la3a C olyleHrneM n30aBieHus: 0T 6eCKOHEeYHOT0 KOIIMapa, OHa yBUAesa, YTO JIEKUT Ha
KpOBaTH B CBOEM KOMHATe, U e, ellle COHHOM, IT0Ka3aJiock, 6yTO NeHCTBUTEIHHO BCE 3TO
npucHuIoch. CHapyKu AOHOCHUJICS IIIyM BeTpa, HO 60bille HUYEro He ObUI0 CiblHOo. KoHeuHo, 3T0
OBLTT TOTBKO COH: KOMHaTa AraThl, mporaiauHa, 6oprba ¢ 6e3yMHBIM MaTTeo, Y2KaCHBEIM BCAJHUK Ha
VnpmepuMe, — ¥ OHa ITOYYBCTBOBasa Imy0okoe obneryenue. Bce 3To GbII0 HACTOIBKO HEBEPOSITHHIM!
OueBUOHO, €€ MO3T CIIMIIKOM BO3OYIUIICS, €CJIM CMOT IIPECTABUThL CTOJIb OTBPATUTENILHYIO CLIeHY!

B aroT yac Ararta [oJIXKHa ellle MUPHO CIIaTh B CBOEU IIOCTeJIH, He Befasl O TOM POJIK, KOTOPYI0 OHA
ChITpajia B HOUHOU (haHTa3UM ee XO3IUKHU.

YToOb OKOHYATENIbHO IPHUATH B cebs1, MapraHHa X0Tejla BCTaTh U OCBEKUTH JINIIO BOomo#. Ho,
0TOPOCHB TIOKPBIBAJIO, OHA YBU[IENa, YTO JIEXKUT OOHaKeHHas cpeau pa30poCaHHBIX HEBEIOMOU PYKOM
apoMaTHHIX IIBETOB JKaCMHUHA...
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3HaAuUT, 3TO OB HE COH, BCE 0KA3aJioCh SIBbIO: IIporajinHa, 4epHasa MeCCa, BRICTPEII U3 IIUCTOJIETa,
APOCTh MaTTeo U, HaKOHell, BMeIllaTeIbCTBO YZKaCHOI'O0 BCaJHHKAaA...

BcnomuHas 3T0, OHa OIIYyTHJIA, KAK BOJIOCH BCTAIOT OHI0OM y HEe Ha T'OJIOBE, a 110 BCeMY Tely 6eryT
Mypaluku... Heyxkenu Bce ke OH IIPUHEC ee ciofga? ITo He MOT OBITh MaTTeo... MaTTeo X0Tesn yOUuTh
ee, ¥ OHa ellle ycIiesa YBUIETh, KaK OH yIIaj I0J] yIapoM XJIbICTa BCAfHUKA... TOToa — 9TO KHS3b
IIPUHEC €e... Pa3ferl... YI0XKUII B KPOBaTh... OCHIIIAI MMaXy4YUMH I[BETAMHU ITOTHOCTHIO OTHAHHOE eMy
0ecyyBCTBEHHOE TeJIO... MOXKET ObITh, U... HET, TO00HOe HEBO3MOXKHO?.. K TOMy ke KaK OH MOT 3TO
CHemnaTh, €CJIH, TI0 eT0 CJI0BaM, IOATBePKIEHHEIM KapAWHAIOM, HM 3a YTO He XOTeJI, YTOoOH! ero Opak
CTaJl peaabHOCThI0... OOHAKO, OTYASTHHO MBITASsCh TPOOUTHCS CKBO3b OKYTABIIKN €€ CO3HAHUE BO
BpeMsi OecriaMsTCTBa TYMaH, el IT0Ka3ajioCch, YTO OHA OIIyIlasia MOLeIyy U JacKH...

[Tanuyeckuyt yxxac copBaji MapuaHHy ¢ noctenu. Eit XxoTenock 6exatb, 110001 1[eHOM 6exkaTh U
HeMe[[JIEHHO TOKUHYTh 9TOT [I0M, Tie el Ipo3uio 6e3ymue, Tae 0The3] KPeCTHOT0 OCTaBUII ee
6e33aluTHOM Tepey] BCEMU OMMACHOCTSIMU KUJHIINA, HAaCEJIEHHOTO JIIOObMHU, [JIST KOTOPBIX TAlHB OBLIH
x71e00M HacymHbIM. OHa X0Tejla CHOBA BCTPETUTD YKCTOEe HeGO, COTHIIe U MUPHEBIE ITel3axu
®panmuu, MoxeT OLITH, MEHEE POMaHTUYHEIE, HO Topa3fo 6ojiee CIIOKOWHbBIE, TUIINHY €€ YIOTHOTO
ocobOHsKa Ha JIMIIbCKOM yiulle, Becesble Tla3a ApKaguyca U faxke — faxe 3TO el Ka3aJioCh
YyIeCHBIM — HEHCTOBYIO SpoCTh HamoneoHa, Bce, BIJIOTh [I0 YTPO3kl CO CTOPOHHEI PpaHcuca
Kpanmepa, KoTopasi Hen30exKHO HaBUCHET Hajl Hel TPy Bo3BpalleHuu noMoii! [a, mydie 9T0, 4eM
M3BpallleHHas, YyBCTBEHHas aTMocdepa, B KOTOPOU OHa 3afbIXxajlach U IIPOTUB KOTOPOM BOCCTaBasa
ee XU3HepagoCTHasl MOJIOOOCTh!

Iaxe He MOIyMaB OIEThCS, OHa CHOBa mo0exkasna K AraTe, C PafioCThi0 yOoeaunach, 9TO AEeBYIIKa
TOKe BO3BpallleHa B CBOIO ITOCTENIh, ¥ HE CTajla [apoM TEPSITh BpeMeHu. KTo ee mpuHEC, YTO CTAIOCh
¢ MarTeo — 3TO ceifyac He 3aHUMAJIO MOJIOAYIO XKEHIIUHY.

C poxXOeHHOU CTpaxoM CHUJION OHa TakK 9HePruYHO BCTPAXHYJIA AEBYIIKY, 4TO Ta Ipobynunacs. Ho,
IIOCKOJIBKY AraTa, BULKUMO, ellle II0[ AeliCTBHEeM CHOTBOPHOT'0, HUKaK He MOrIJjla IPUUTH B celd U
IIOJIHBIMU CHa IJla3aMU Tapalluiach Ha Hee, MapuaHHa CXBaTUJIa C TyaJIeTHOI'O CTOJIMKA KYBILIUH C
BOJJOY U BHIIIJIECHYJIA €r0 COLePKUMOe B JINLO AraTe, KOTOpas B3GPOrHysa, 3af0XHYIaCh... HO B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB IIOJIHOCTBIO IIPOCHYJIACh.

— Haxkonen! — BocknukHyjla MapuanHa. — BcraBaute, AraTa, u ToponuTecs! Hafo yrmakoBaTh
Oarax, pa3bynuTh I'pakxa, CKasaTh eMy, UYTOOBI OH ceryac Xke 3aKJIafibiBal JIolaae, CpoyHo!

— Ho... To... rocioxa... — 3abopMoTaa OeByIlIKa, ©U3yMIeHHass HEOOBIYHEIM CITI0CO00M MPOOYKIOEeHUS
Cpeny HOYM ¥ BUAOM XO3SUKM, eAMHCTBEHHBEIM OflesTHUEM KOTOPO# OBIJIA PaCIyIleHHbIe BOJIOCH], —
roCIoXxa, pa3Be MH ye3xaeM?

— Cenyac xe! 4 xo4y BCTPETUTH BOCXO[ COJIHIIA B ITyTH!
Hy-ka, BCcTaBaiiTe, fa MoXuBe!

[Toka mpoMokIas Arata BeIOMpasnach U3 IOCTeNN, OXBaYeHHas XKaXIou NesATeTbHOCTH MapruaHHa
no0ezkaJa B CBOIO KOMHATY, OTIOPOKHUJIA CYHAYKHU U Ka(bl, BEITAIUIA BEIN U3 HeOOJIbIIOT0
yyJaH4YMKa PSOOM C BAaHHOU M Hayasla yKjangeBaThca 6e3 BCIKOro mopsaka. Korga HeCKOIBKO MUHYT
CIIyCTS IIOSIBUJIACh TOPHUYHAS, CyXasd U OfeTas, OHa Hallllla CBOIO X035UKY Cpefyu HeBooOpas3uMoro
pasopa. [Ipu Buge sToro 3penuiia AraTta Ha XOAy [IOAXBaTUJIa IEHbI0AD ¥ HAKUHYJIA ero Ha IJIe4Yu
MapuaHHHI, [0 CUX TIOP He 0OpaTuBILIE) BHUMaHUS Ha CBOIO HATOTY.

— l'ocmoxka MPOCTYOUTCS, — 3aMeTHusIa OHA YKOPU3HEHHBIM TOHOM, HO HEe PeLIXujIach CIIPOCUTH O YeM-
HUOYIb.
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— Cnacub6o. Temeps IOMOTY MHE IIPUBECTHU BCE 3TO B NMOPSIOK... WIK HET, Ay4llle Moiau pa3bynu
'pakxa, a 3aTeM... HeT, 1 caMa mouny!

— 06 3TOM He MOXKeT ObITh ¥ peuyu! — BO3MyTHIach Arata. — ['0CIIozKa CIIOKOMHO OOeHeTCs, TToKa 5
noay 3a ['pakxoM. Kak MOXKHO MATH B JIIOACKYI0 O0CHKOM, B ODHOM IeHbloape! f cKaxky moHHe
JlaBuHMY, 9YTOOHI OHA MPHUIIIIA TIOMOYb.

AraTa efBa ycIiesa BEIUTH, KaK, K U3YMJIEHUI0 MapuaHHEl, I0sIBUJIaCh 9KOHOMKA, TIIaTeIbHO OfeTas,
CJIOBHO OHAa 3TO¥ HOYBIO U He JIOXKUIACh B IIOCTENb. MoXKeT ObITh, ee pa30yauI MONHSATHIN X035UKON
IIyM, HO OHA He Oblla yOouB/IeHa, HalAs MOJIONYIO XKEeHIIUHY CpPe[U CaKBOsIKel U pa30pOCaHHBIX
BeIleH.

OHa cfernaa peBepaHC Tak ke 6e3yIpevyHo U CIIOKOWHO, CJIOBHO Cedyac ObII0 BOCEMb UM HeCsATh
YacoB yTpa.

— Baia MUI0CTh IOKHAET HAc? — CIPOCHUIIa OHa TONIBKO.
— Ia, monna JlaBunus! M s 3amMeyaro, 4TO 3TO BaC He 0COOEHHO yIUBIISIET.

['onyGrle rTa3a 9KOHOMKH C y9acTHEeM OCTAaHOBHIIMCH Ha PacKpacHeBIeMcs iuile MapuaHHbel. OHa
TIeYaJibHO YIIBIOHYIACh.

— C Tex 1op Kak TOCIIOAWH KapAuHal IOKKUHYI Hac, 1 60s1ack, 9YTO 9TO mpou3ouaeT... OCTaBIIKUCh
3[eCh OfIHA, TOCIIOXKa He MOTJIa He MPOOYIUTh TEMHEIE CUJIBI, KOTOPHIE elIIle IPABSAT B 9TON OOUTEIIH.
OHa X0Teja CJIUIIKOM MHOTO 3HATh... M €€ KpacoTa U3 TeX, YTO IMOPOXKIAT ApaMel. He Bo 3710 6ymb
el CKa3aHo, ST CYACTIIMBA, YTO rOCIIOXKa ye3xkaeT. Tak OymeT nydiie [js BCeX.

— YTo BH XOTHUTE CKa3aTh? — CIIpocuia MapuaHHa, HaxMypuB OpoBHU, 100 CIIOKOWCTBHUE JIaBUHUYI
YOUBUJIO €e.

IToxoxe, 4YTO 5KOHOMKa YZKe 3Halla O COOBITHSX CEeTOOHSIIHEN HOYH.

— YTO MOHCEHBOD, TOIBKO YTO BEPHYBIIIKCH, 3amepcs y cebst ¢ 0TIIOM AMYHOM, KOTOPOT'O OH CPOYHO
notpeboBart... 4To MaTTeo [laMuaHu 3amepT B MOABAJIE... M YTO MOJIHUS yIapuila 3a X0JIMOM Y I'POTa,
160 51 cama BUJIeNla TaM OCJIETTUTENIbHBIA CBET U CJIBIIIaa I'POX0T o0Basa. [[71g ToCIoXkY cerdac
nyutte 6ygeT yexaTh. Korya oHa BepHeETCH...

— {1 He BepHYCbh HUKOTHa! — cKa3aylla MapraHHa HEIPUMUPHUMBIM TOHOM, KOTOPHIH He TPOU3BET
0c000ro BIEYaT/IEHUS Ha NOHHY JIaBUHMUIO.

OHa TOJBKO yNEIOHYIACh.

— Ipupnetcs! Pa3Be rocmozxa He B3sia Ha ce6st 06s3aTennbcTBa? Korma oHa BEpHETCS, K TOMY
BPEMEHHU [eJla IOUAyT uHave. f... 1 Bepio, 4T0 Heuero 6ymeT Gosbie 60IThCA... KHS3b...

— 4 Bupena ero! — obopsasna ee Mapuanua. — OH yxkacen! { nogymasna, 4To BuXy npuspak! OH Tak
Halnyrajl MeHd... 9TO THIICOBOE JIUILIO. ..

— Het, — MsirKo mompaBuiia ee JIaBuHUS, — IPOCTas Macka, Macka u3 0esoi Koxu. He Hamo TauTh
371a TIPOTUB HETO.

On 6omee yeM Korga-nudo 3aCJIyZKHNBa€eT COXKaAJIEHUd, 100 3TOM HOYBIO OH YZKaCHO CTpafall... A
YIIaKYyIO 9eMOOAHEI.
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YyBcTBYs cebs 03amauyeHHOM, MapuaHHa Habomana, Kak OHa B3aj-Bliepeq X0IuIa 10 IPOCTOPHOM
KOMHaTe, CKJIafbIBast IIaThs U Oellbe, YIIaKOBbIBaja B KOPOOKH 00yBb — M BCE 3TO JIOBKO YK/IaAbIBaJia
B OTKPHLITHIE CYHIYKH M CaKBOSIXKHU. Korga oHa XoTesla IMOJI0OKUTD Ty[a XkKe LIKATYJIKU C
OParoIeHHOCTsIMU, MapraHHa BMeIlajach:

— Her, He Hapo, I HE X04Yy UX YBO3UTH!

— HMmenHo Hapo! Heyxemnu B XOTHUTe MPUBECTH HAILIETO X035MHA B ellle 0osbliee oTyasinue? OH
OymeT 9TUM CHUJIbHO OCKOPOJIEH ¥ IIOAYyMaeT, YTO Ballla MUJIOCTh CUATAET er0 OTBETCTBEHHHIM 3a BCE U
CEpPOUTCS Ha HeTO.

OHa He cKa3ana, 3a 4To uMeHHO! C 06ecKypazkeHHbIM BUIOM MapuaHHa II0Ka3aja, YTO OHa
COTJIaCHA.

Ona yXke He 3HaJja, YTO ¥ AyMaTh. Eii jaxe CcTaji0 HEMHOT'O CTHIJHO U3-3a OXBATUBIIEN €€ ITaHUKM, HO
OHA He MOIJia HauTu B cebe CUIIbI OTMEHUTh CBOM IIPHMKA3 U OCTAThCS 3[ECh ellle Ha HEKOTOPOoe
BpeMsd. HeT, OHa foKHa yexaTs!

Haxopsick BHe 9TOr0 O€CIIOKOWHOT0 00UTamNnIa, OHA CMOXKET 000 BCEM CIIOKOMHO ITOPA3MBICIIUTH,
IIOCTaBUTh, KaK TOBOPUTCS, TOUKH HAL i, HO B HAHHBIM MOMEHT OCTABaThCS 3[eCh OBII0 OB
Hepa3yMHO. OHa cMoXKeT u30exKaTh YIPO3Bl COMTH C YMa, TOIBKO KOT{la MeXIy HEW U BUJITIOH
CaHT'AHHA IPOJISIKET OTUHHAS JIEHTA JOPOT'H, KOTOPAs MMO3BOIMT € 3ayMaThCs Hafl COOBITUSIMU
3TO¥ HOYM, He OIacasiCh 3a CBO# pa3yM. Eil mpocTo HeoOX0OuMO YHOaIUuThCS OT BCagHUKA Ha
Unsoepume.

Korpa oHa HakoHeIl OblJla TOTOBa, 6arax ynakoBaH U OT BXOfla IOHECCS IITYM OCTAHOBHBIIEUCS
KapeThl, OHa 00paTuiIach K foHHe JIaBUHUM:

— 1 oGelriaa KPeCTHOMY IOXKIAThCs €T0, OMHAKO ye32Kalo.

— [IycTh 9TO HE TPEBOXKUT Bac, KHATUHSA, I CKaXy eMy... WU, CKOpee, U KHA3b, U 1 — MBI pacCKaxeM
emy Bce!

— Coo0muuTe eMy TakXke, 4TO S BO3Bpallaiochk B [TapuK, 4TO g eMy HaIUIIY CI0Ja, TOCKOJIBKY g He
3HAl0, Ky[a OH IMOTOM rmoefeT. CKaxkuTe eMy HaKOHEI[, 4TO 5 9TOT0 He XOTeJla, ¥ S 3Hal0, YTO OH
JKeJlal MHe TOJIBbKO moOpa.

Korga oHa HaKOHeII cejla B KapeTy, IpepacCBeTHHIM TyMaH OKYTHIBAJI MTapk, IIpHaaBas eMy
YOABUTELHYIO HEPEalbHOCTb.

Hounott BeTep yTux. CTamo macMypHO, CeIpo. Iloroga siBHO MeHsiniach. B mo0yi0 MUHYTY MOT TTONTH
[O0XKMOb, HO MapuaHHa, pacloI0XUBIINCE C AraTol B IIIy0MHe KapeTsl, 4yBCTBOBasa Tenephb ce0s B
YKPBITUY, 3alUIIIEHHON OT BCEX 3JI0BEIUX Yap, IOAIUHHBIX WU BEIMBILITIEHHBIX, CKPHITHIX B
IpekpacHoM noMecthe. OHa BO3Bpallanach [OMOH, K TeM, KOro OHa JIo0ua.

HuuTto Gonblile He MOTJIO €M YyIPOXKaTh.

[[lenkHy 61Y... KapeTa TPOHYJIACh IOJ 3BIKAaHbe MYH/AIITYKOB 1 JIeTKOe TOCKPUITEIBaHKe PeCccop.
I[Tecok ateu mIypira HOf KojecaMmu. JIomany MOMIIH PEChI0. MapruaHHa MpUXKaach MEeKOH K
XOJIOMHOY KOKe 0OMBKY U 3aKphUIa Ita3a. Ee u3aMydeHHOe cepplle yCIIOKOUIOCh, HO OHAa BHE3AITHO
II0YYBCTBOBAJIa CMEPTEIbHYIO YCTAIOCTh.

B To BpeMs Kak TsxKenas 6epiauHa yriayOounachk B yTpeHHUE TyMaH, YToOH HayaTh IJIMHHYIO JOPOTY K
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[Tapuxky, OHa 3afiyManach Hajl HEJIETIOCThIO ¥ JKECTOKOCTRIO €€ y4acTH, 0OpeKIlel ee Ha 3TH
HeIlpepPHIBHbIE CKUTAHMS B MIOMCKAX €CJIU He BO3MOXKHOTI'0 CYACThSI, TO XOTs Okl TUXOro ybexwuina. OHa
mpuexana ciofa, 6exkaB 0T HEJOCTOMHOIO U ITPECTYIIHOT0 Mya, OHa Ipuexalia MaTephio, He Oymy4u
cympyro#, 4To6bl pe6eHOK, KOTOPOro 3a4asia B Hel JT000Bb HMIIepaTopa, MOT KUTh C BEICOKO
IIOOHSTOM TOJIOBOM, ¥ OHA, HAKOHEI, IIpreXxaja C HEBRICKa3aHHOW HafleKA0W HaBCerga OTBECTU
HaBUCIIYIO Ha HeW U ee XXKU3HBIO yrpo3y. OHa Bo3BpalaeTcs 6oraTol, HageleHHas KHAXKECKUM
THUTYJIOM, 3HaTHEIM UMeHeM, ¢ 6e3yITpeyHoi OTHEIHE YECThIO, HO B €€ OIIYCTOILIEHHOM Cepfille He ObIJI0
Oosblile HU WITIO3UHM, HU HexkHOCcTU. OHa Bo3BpalaeTcs, Ho K ueMy? K KamkuMm KpoxaM J1to0BH,
KOTOPBIE CMOXKET IPEeNJIOXKUTh ey Cynpyr Mapuu-JIyu3sl, K TEMHOU yIpO3€ MCTUTEIbHOY HEHABUCTHU
®pancuca KpauMmepa, K TpyCTHOMY OJUHOYECTBY, 100 eii B OyOylleM HaJIeXKUT CTPOro cobIofaTh
IPUNTUYMS, Pa3 I30H He CMOT... WU He 3aX0TeJI IprexaTh. B KOHEYHOM cueTe B KOHIIE MOPOTH ee
0XKHU[ANI0 TOIBKO CTapoe XKUJUIIE C IOPTPETOM U BEPHEIM APYroM, OynyuIuii pe6eHoK 1
IIePCIIEeKTUBLI, KOTOPEIe OHA COBEPIIEHHO He Morja cebe IpPenCcTaBuTh.

CHOBa HEU3BECTHOCTb.
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