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I>xoaHHa JInHOCEH

9TO OMKOe cephlle

['maBa 1

KaH3zac, 1868 e.

9npou bpayap pa3apaxeHHO CTYKHYII 10 CTOJIy KPYKKOU C IUBOM. [Iepenosox B cajyHe OTBJIeKall
€ro OT alMeTUTHON OIOHAWMHKY, CUMIEBIIEN Y HEro Ha KOJeHsdX, a JJIPoi0 He YacTo CIy4asoch LIynaTh
TaKWX Co0JIa3HUTENbHBIX IeBuUll, KakK bomnbinas Can. YepTOBCKK HENPHUATHO, UTO EMY TO U HEJI0
MellatT!

Bonwmas Can Ioep3aljia TOJICTEIMHU ATOOUIIaMU I10 KOJIEHAM SHPOH 1, HarHYBIINCH, TOMHO IIEITHYJIa
€My Hd YyXO HEeCKOJIBKO CJIOB, OT 4ero CpPpa3y XKe OIIyTHIIa 3(1)(1)6KT, Ha KOTOpBIfI PaCCUYUTHIBAJIA.

— [Touemy OBl HaM He TIOAHSATHCS HaBepx, Joporou? Tam Mul OymeM OfiHU, — MIPOMYpJIbIKaa OHa.

Onpoy yCMexHYIICs, IpefBKyIas yaoBoibcTBre. OH coOupascs octaTbes ¢ bombioi Caj Ha BCIO
HOub. Ta muioinka 13 POKJH, K KOTOPO! OH BpeMs OT BpeMeHU HaBe[bIBajics, Obljla cTapa u
KocTisBa. A BoT Bonbmras Can — coBceM gpyroe gesno! OH yXke Bo30naromapusl Hebeca 3a TO, 4TO
OHa BCTpPETWIach EMy B YUYUTO.

OIpo# CHOBa IMPUCIYIIAJICS K Pa3ApaKeHHOMY T'0JIOCY X03siMHa paHyo. [la ¥ KaK He MPUCITyIIaThCs
TI0CJIe TOTO, UTO OH BHUIEN BCETO OBa [HS Ha3ap?

X0351MH paH40 HEeJaBHO BBAIUJICS B CalyH, TPOMKO O0BSIBUB, UTO €ro 30ByT busnn YanMeH, 1 3aka3an
BCEM IIOCETUTEIISIM I10 KPyKKe MHUBa, YTO OBIJIO HEe CIIUIIKOM IIHPOKUM KECTOM, ITOCKOJIBKY 3[eCh
CHJIEJI0 BCEro ceMb 4eJIOBEK, BK/II0Yas OBYX CalyHHBIX AeBull. PaHuo YanMeHa HaXOOUIOCh K CEBEPY
0T ropofa, ¥ OH MCKaJ JTI0fiel, TOTOBBIX BCTYNUThL B 60pLOY C MHAENIIaMU, TEPPOPHU3UPOBABILINMHU ITH
Kpasi. IMeHHO CII0BO «MHOEUIIbI» ¥ IIPUBJIEKIO BHUMaHue JJIp0s, BIageBIIero MaleHbKor (pepMou B
OBYX MUJISIX OT ropoaka Poknu. [Toka y O1posi He BO3HUKAJIO HEMPUSITHOCTEN C MHAEWIIAMU, HO Bedb
OH mpuexasn B KaH3ac Bcero fBa roga Ha3ap. 2KeHa JD1Ipost yMepia Yepes3 IMIeCTh MECSIEB IOCTIe X
npue3na B Kansac, mosromy ceiiuac Ha epme KUIA TOIBKO IIPOX U MOIOOON paboTHUK ITuTep.

Ot dhep™ mo GmuKaMmux cocenet OLII0 He MeHee MUIH, U JJIPON He YyBCTBOBAJ ce0sl B
6e30MacHOCTH, YTO OBIIIO M7 HETO KpaiiHe HeIPUBLIYHO. BEICOKHY POCT — IIECTh C YETBEPTHIO
GyTOB, — IMMPOKUE MJIeYH, aTJIETUYECKOE CI0XKEHVEe U YBECUCTHIE KyJlaKy faBall eMy OIlylleHue
yBepeHHOCTH B cebe. B cBou TpupmlaTh fBa rofia oH OB B IpeKpacHou ¢popMe.

Ho celtuac 9npost TpeBOXKUIU AUKAPH, KOTOPhIE CHOBAJIY 10 IIPEPHUSIM, JKejlast BLIXKUTh
noOPOMOPSINOYHBIX IIepeCcesIeHIIEB.

OTH TUKaAp¥ HEe UMEJTH MOHSTHUS 0 YeCcTHOU urpe. OT TeX UCTOPUM, YTO CIIBIIIAN JIIPOH, Maxke eMy
OBLTI0 He 110 cebe. DIPoI0 He JaBajia IMOKOSI MBICIIb, YTO OH IIOCENIUIICS YEPTOBCKM OJIM3KO0 K TaK
Ha3kIBaeMoit MHgelckon TeppuTopur — OrpOMHOMY ITPOCTPAHCTBY OECIITIOTHBIX 3eMeJlb MeXKIY
Kan3zacom u Texacom. Ero ¢pepma Haxomuiach BCETO B TPUALIATH ISITH MUJISX OT IpaHuIlEl KaH3aca.
Ho, 4epT Bo3bMH, 3TO Ke OT/IMYHAad 3eMJis — MeXaypeube ApkaH3aca U YonHaTa! Korga BoiiHa
3aKOHYHUJIACh, DNIPOH HAMIEsTICS, YTO apMUS YIEePKUT UHIEUIIEB Ha MPUIHCAHHEIX UM 3eMJISX.
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Ho He TyT-TO OBIIO! B camom Havaste I'pakIaHCKOW BOMHBI MHAEHITH BCTYIHIN B 60PBOY C
TI0CeJIeHIIaMU ¥ He COOMPaUCh YCTYNIaTh CBOU 3€MJIU.

OTUM BeuepoM IJIPO0 0YEHb XOTEJIOCh OTHOXHYTh B 06BsATHSAX Bosbiioit C31, HO CTpax 3acTaBiIsyI €eT0
BHUMATEJIbHO MTPUCITYLUINBATHCS K CJI0BaM Buiina YanmeHra.

Bcero mBa mHs Ha3af, J0 ux ¢ [IuTepoM oThe3ma B YUUUTO, DIPOH 3aMeTHIT HeOOIBIIONH 0TS
WHJIeHIIeB, IePeCeKaBIINi ero y4acToK C 3allafHON CTOPOHEHL. 10 3TOT0 eMy elrle HuU pa3y He
IIPUXOMMIIOCH BUMETh HEIIPUSATENEH, a 9TOT OTPSIT BOMHOB COBCEM He IOXOMMII Ha TeX MOKOPEHHEIX
HHJIEeHIIeB, KOTOPEIX OH BCTPeYasl BO BpeMsi IT0e3MI0K Ha 3amaf.

Bocemp X0poII0 BOOPY2KEHHEIX MYKYHUH B OJICHbUX MIKypaX ABUTANIUCH Ha I0T. BCTPEeBOXKEHHEIN
Onpoii 0TIpaBUICS 3a HUMHU Ha 0€3011acHOM PACCTOSIHUU U 0Ka3aJICs HellofasleKy OT UX Jiareps,
PacIoiokKeHHOT0 y CUsAHUS peK ApkaH3ac U HunHeckax. Bmonb BocTouHoTo 6epera ApkaH3aca
CTOSINIA OeCsTh BUTBAMOB, a PSANOM 00ycTpauBasach elle o KpaitHel Mepe [A10XkKuHa JuKapen ¢
JKEHIMHAMU U JeThbMH.

KpoBb 3acThiNa B KUJTAX Y DNIposi — elre Obl, BCET0 B HECKOJIBKUX Yacax OBICTPOY BEPXOBOM €3MHI OT
ero goMa pasbusa nareps OaHfa KalioBa iy KoMaHuel! OH npenynpenun cocefei o 611M30CTU
MHIEMCKOT0 j1arepsi, 3Hasi, YTO 3Ta HOBOCThb IIOBEPTHET UX B MTAHUKY.

[TpuexaB B YUYUTO, OH PaCCKa3bIBaJl BCEM BCTPEYHEIM 00 9TUX MHAEHIAX U BUIEN, YTO MHOTHE
Hamnyrassl. M BOT Teneps bunn YanMeH npu3biBajl yHUYTOXUTS 9TUX AUKapen. Tpoe MyK4uH
3asIBUJIM, YTO IIOEYT C HUM U €ro I1ecThbio KoBOosMu. OOUH U3 3aBCETgaTaeB calayHa CcKa3all, YTo
3HAEeT B ropofie IBOMX OPOAsT, KOTOPHe He 0TKaXKYyTCS MOOXOTUTHCS Ha MHAEUIIEB, U YIIIeNl UCKATh UX.

3apy4YMBILIKCH MTOAAEPKKON TPEX I9HTY3UACTOB ¥ PACCUUTHIBAS 3aIOYUYUTH ellle fABoux, bunn YanMmeHn
YCTPEMHUJI CBOM TOTyOLIe I'la3a Ha JIIPOS.

— A THI, IpyXKullle? — CIPOCUJI OH. — TEI C HAMU?

CnuxHyB ¢ KoyeH Bonbiyio Can, 37poy nogolren K YanMeny.

— A MOXerT, Nnydllle apMUAU 3aHUMAThLCSI 9TUM? — OCTOPOXKHO 3aMETHUII OH.
YanMeH HaCMELIJIUBO YXMBLUIbHYJICS:

— Apmun? [la conmmaThl IOXJIONAOT UX II0 TIJleYaM U BeXKJIMBO IMIPOBOAAT Ha MHIelcKyo Tepputopuio!
Bort Tak Bo3me3mue! ECTh TOMBKO OOUH CIIOCO0 OTYYUTh I'PS3HOT0 MHIEHIIA BOPOBATh — YOUTH €ro.
BaHpa KaitoBa TOJIBKO Ha IIPOIIUION Hefelle 3ape3aa y MeHs OoJbllle MATHAAIATA KOPOB U yBesa
[I0XKUHY JIyYIIXX JIoIIafieli. B mocaegHue TOAB OHU CIIMIIKOM YacTO MPUHOCUIIA MHE YOBITOK.
XBaTUT, 3TO WX MOCIeqHss Beaska! — OH B yIIOpP B3TJISHYI Ha J/Ipos:

— Tax THI ¢ HaMu?

[To ciuHe Jmpos mpobexan xononok. [IaTHaanath KopoB! C co00¥ OH IIPUBETT TOIHKO [IBYX OBIKOB, a
CKOT, 4YTO OCTaJIiCs Ha (hepMe, MHAEUIIH MOTYT BEIPE3aTh UJIM YBECTU 3a ONUH AEHb B OTCYTCTBHUE
x03s1Ha. A 6e3 CKOTa Kakas XKH3Hb? Ecnu 3TH KailoBa HaBefaloTCs Ha hepMy, eMy KphImKa!

Onpoii TBepHO BIrIAHY Ha busnna YanmeHa KapuMu rja3aMu:

— JIBa mHS Ha3ap S BUAEJ BOCEMb BOMHOB U IIPOCJIENNII 3a HUMH. Y HUX JIareph Ha Pa3BUIIKe PEKHU
ApKaH3ac, TPUMEPHO B TPUAIATH MUIISX OT Moel ¢hepmel. OTCIOla MUJTb IBAAIATh CEMb, €CIIH eXaTh
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BIOJIb PEKH.

— Yepr nobepu! YTo ke TH Momdan? — BCKpuYas YanMmeH 1 3afyMaics. — Bo3MOXKHO, 3TO Te
caMmble, 3a KOTOPHIME MBI OXOTUMCS. [la, OHM MOTJIM YCIIeTh epebpaThCs TyAa. T Mep3aBIfkl
IIepee3kaloT C MecTa Ha MeCTO C ObsIBOJIBCKOM ORICTPOTOM. ITO ObLIN KaiioBa?

Ompou moxan mnjaedyaMu.

— JI71s1 MeHs OHHU BCe Of¥MHaKOBHEL. Ho OHU He Benu Ha IMOBOOY Jiomagen, — JIO6aBI/IH OH, — XO0TsA B UX
Jlarepe g BUIeJl TaGYH d I'OJIOB COPOK.

— THl TOKaXKeIlb MHE U MOUM KOBOOSIM, THE UX JIareps? — cIpocusl YarnMeH. IIpod HaXMypPUJIICS:

— ¥V MeHd ¢ co0oi ObIKK, KOTOPHIE JOJIXKHEI ITepeTalluTh YT Ha Moo hepmy. K Tomy xKe 51 6e3
JIOIIAX ¥ TOJIBKO 3a7epKy Bac.

— 4 mam Tebe nomangs Ha BpeMs, — MpejIokuil YarnMeH.
— A Kak ke Mo# Iayr?

— 4 3annavy, ¥ 3a HUM 3[eCh IPUCMOTPST [I0 HAIIET0 BO3BpallleHus. TH Ke CMOXKEeITh BEPHYThCS
cilofla 3a HUM, BEPHO?

— Korpa BuI enete?

— 3aBTpa Ha paccpeTe. [TockaueM OBICTDPO, 1, €CJIH HHAEHIIEL eIlle TaM, MBI IIOCIIEEM B MX JIarepb K
cepenguHe OHS.

Onpoi rnsinyn Ha Bombinyio Can u yiaeiOHyscs. Pa3 YanMeH oTmpaBisieTcs He celiyac, 3HAYUT,
MOXKHO IIPOBeCTH HOYb C bombiron Cas. 3aBTpa gpyroe feno.

— CornaceH, — cka3an Jnpou bumty YanMmeny.

['maBa 2

Ha crenyioiiee yTpo 4eTHpPHAALATh MyKYMH CKaKaJli BO BeCh OIIOP U3 YHUHUTO.
HeBsTHamaTUIeTHUH [IUTEp OYEeHb BOJTHOBAJICS, Y3HAB O MPEACTOSIINEeM IPUKITIOUeHUH. MyKUYUHEI
OB BO30YKIEHBI: HEKOTOPHIM HPABUJIOCH YOMBATD, @ TYT IPEACTABUIICS OTIUYHLIH IIAHC.

9npos He MHTEPECOBAU 3TU YyXKHUe JII0AU, OMHAKO OHU MPOXKUIN Ha 3alaie HaMHOTO [0JIbllle, 4eM
OH, ¥ 9TO BHYIIIAJIO eMy yBaxkKeHHe K HuM. K ToMy ke uX BCeX 00BeOUHSIIIO OMHO — HEHABUCTD K
UHOeHnIaM.

Pab6oraukoB Yanmena 3Banu Tam, Kapn u lunuuaaatu. Tpu OaHOUTA, HAHSTEIE UM, ITPENCTABUIIUCE
Kak Jlepou Kepnu, [Iaup Tpack u Yaiig CMut. B canysHe YUYXUTO K HUM IIPUCOEOUHUIIACH IIPOE3XKUU
maHTHACT MucTep CMainu u ObIBIIKMY OemyTaT, MPHUOBIBIINY B YUYUTO MMOITONa Ha3an. TpeTui
MyK4YMHa U3 YUYUTO OKa3aJiCsl TaKUM Ke (pepMepoM, Kak IJIpOoK; BUepa Be4epoM OH CIIydalHO
3alen B canyH. [[Byx OpaTheB-Opofdr, JepxKaBlIux IMyTh B Texac, 3Banud Masnenbkuil [1xo# KoTTn u
Bonbmion [0,

K nonynHio My>K4uHB TpUObUM B POKIN, Hagesich MONYYUTh TaM IOOKPEIJIeHNe, HO TOJIBKO 3PS
IIOTEPSIA BPEMS: B TOPOOKe K HUM NIPUCOEOUHUIICS NMUllb [I3K0H, CeH Jlapca Xauanu. [IpaBaa,
BCKOpE OHU IIOHAJIY, YTO TOPONUTHCS He3aueM. bornbiion [1:K0H, yCKaKaBIINUY Bllepel, BCTPETUII UX B
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Poknu 1 cooOIuI, YTO KaHOHA BCE eIle CTOSIT JlarepeM Ha 6epery PEKH.

B cepenune mHST OHU J00paIKCh 0 ITOCETIEHUST UHIENIIeB. DIPoH ellle HUKOTOa He CKaKall Tak
OBICTPO — 3af Y HEero MpOoCTO OTBanuBascs. Jlomany Toxe ene abimanu. CBOO JIOMIagb OH HU 3a YTO
He cTaJs ObI TaK CHATE.

IepeBbs u OyitHas mpubpexkHas PaCTUTEIBHOCTD CIYKUIKM BCATHUKAM HAOEKHBIM YKPBITHEM.
[Tomvexas Gruxke, OHU CTany HaOIIOOATH 3a JlarepeM, CTapasich He CIMIIKOM LIyMeTh. Bopouew,
YCIIBIIIATD MX HEe MOTJIU: TYJI PEKH 3arJlyliaji Bce 3BYKH.

9T0 ObIJI0 MUPHOE TI0CeNieHue. [1o OTPOMHEIMU IePEBbSIMU CTOSITIA BUTBaMEL. [eTy MpuCMaTpUBaIu
3a JIOIIaIbMH, & JKEeHIIKWHb, COOPaBIINCh B KPYKOK, OecenoBaiy.

Heyxkenu 9T0 KpoBOXKaAHbIe JUKAPHU, IIOAYMaJsl JJIPOi, a 3TU JETHU CO BpeMeHeM MIPEeBPATATCS B
youii u rpaburenei? OOHAKO OH CJIBIIIAJ, YTO UHAENCKNE XKEeHIIMHE ellle 00jiee JKeCTOKO, YeM
MYy2KUYMHBI, PaCIpaBIAOTCS C IIeHHBIMA. OHU YBUAJEIHN TOJIHKO OMHOT'0 BOMHA, HO 9TO HUYETro He
3Hauuno0. Manmenbkui [12K0W CKa3all, 4TO OCTalbHbIE, HAaBEPHOE, CIIAT.

— INpupercs moxkmaThCs HOYM, KOTHOA OHU BCe 3aCHYT, TOTMia MBI 3aCTaHEM MX BPACIJIOX, — 3aMeTHUJI
Tag. — ViHpOel1sl He M00AT BOeBaTh HOYBIO, OMTAcasiCh, UTO AYX YMeEPIIEero He CMOXKET OTHICKATh B
TEMHOTE 3arpo0HOE 1IapPCTBO.

— CJIaeTCH, YTO MBI M celiyac MOXKeM 3acTaTh UX BPacCIIJIOX, — BCTABUJI MUCTEP Cwmainnu, — ,
IMOCKOJIBKY BOMHEI OPBIXHYT...

— Kak 3HaTh? MoXKeT, OHU TOTOBAT OpyKHe B BUTBaMaX MM IBIXTAT Ha CBouX 6abax, — yCMeXHYJICS
Jlepoi.

— 3HAYUT, Yy HUX CIUIIKOM MHOTO0 6a0. 3mech BCero mecsTh BUTBaMoB, Kepmu.
— BrI BUMTE TaM CBOMX JIOIIafield, MuCTep YanMeH? — CIIPOCUIT DIIPOH.

— TpyaHO cKa3aTh — OTCIOfla He PaCCMOTPETh.

— Ila ato KauoBa! 4 cpa3sy ux y3Haro!

— Her, Tom, — Bo3pa3un LluHIMHHEATH. — Py4aroch, 4TO 3TO KOMaHYH.

— C ygero THI B3571?

— A moyeMy TH BOOOpa3uJI, YTO 3TO KaoBa? — 0TO3BaJICs LIMHIIMHHATH. — MOXKET, 51 TOXKE y3Hal0
KOMaHYeH C IIepBOro B3riagaa!

— Kakas pa3Huia? — crokonHo 3ametun Kapia. — MHOeHIs ¥ eCcTh HHAEHIIEL. A pas yX 3[ech He
pes3epBalys, TO ICHO KaK BoxXuit IeHb, YTO 3TO HEITOKOPEHHEIE HHIEHITH.

— MHe HyXHEHI Te, YTO Hallalu... — Havasu bunn Yanmes.
— KoHeuHO, X0351H, HO He 0CTaBUTe Ke Bbl 0e3HAaKa3aHHOU 3Ty OaHMy, Jaxe eClIu 3TO He Te?

— OHM MOTYT CTaTh TeMH B CIeAYIOIIeM roqy, — 3aMeTusl LIUHIMHHATHA, OCMaTpUBasi CBOU
PEeBOJIBBED.

— O yewMm, 4epT BO3bMH, CIIOP? — BO3MYyTUJICA ManeHbkuii [Ixkoii. — HeyxKenu MBI L[eNIbIN AeHb
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HATHPAJX B CeIJIaX 3aMHUIILI TOJIBKO OJIS TOTO, YTOOR! TEeIeph TOBEPHYTh Ha3aj, He IPUCTPEIIUB 3TO
nepsMo cobaube!

— Tlonerye, mapens! [lymato, Muctep YariMeH BOBCE HE 9TO UMeJI B BULY. BepHO, X034UH?

— KoneuHo, — oTBeTus TOoT. — Kapsn mpaB: He BCe ¥ PaBHO, Kakas 3ech Oanpa. [llnenHem aTux
OVKapel, Torga Opyrue KPemKo mogyMaloT, Ipex e YeM 3apUThCs Ha 4yxoe mo0po.

— Tak 4gero xe Mbl KaeM? — [IuTep HeTEPIENUBO OTIAAENCS.
— TonpKO XKEHIIWH 0CTaBbTe, — IOfAa rojoc Yaug CMut. — Xouy ¢ HUMU [IOPE3BUTHCS, SICHO?
— A to! — xmbIkHYN [91p Tpack. — A g-To 60sI7ICSI, YTO 37IeCh IIPEACTOUT HyaHas paboTeHKa!

MyX4YHHBI HallpaBUIUChH K JIOIIAMIsIM, OXBaueHHbIe BO30yxkneHueM. KeHumubl! OHM U He TTOAyMalld 0
HUX. CIIyCTS HecsaTh MUHYT TUIINHY Pa30pBaj TPECK BUHTOBOYHHIX BEICTPENIOB. Korma mporpeMen
IIOCTIeHUM, B XKKBBIX OCTANIOCh TOJBKO Y€TBEPO HHIEUIIEB — TPU KEHIIUHLI ¥ OfHA [AeBoYKa. Bcex
YeTBEPHIX U3HACUIIOBAJIH, @ IOTOM YOUJIH.

Ha 3akare TPUHAOUATE MyXK4YWH CKAaKaJId Ha3a[d, ITOTEePAB JIUIIb OBIBIIIETO dJernyrarta. YHocs ero Tpyn
C 3aJINTOH KPOBEIO IIOJISIHEI, OHM PELINJIN, 9YTO 3TO HE CIIMIIKOM OobIas XKepTBa.

B narepe BoIlapuiach THIIHHA, HapyllaeMasi JIUIIb HEYMOTYHEIM POKOTOM peku. Hekomy GBIo
OIIJIAKaTh MEPTBHIX KOMaH4el, KOTOpPEle He NMeJIi HUKAKOT0 OTHOIIeHHs K 6aH/Ie KaioBa,
COBepIIUBIIEH HaleT Ha paH4yo bumta Yanmena. HekoMy OBITIO OMTaKaTh CMYTIIOKOXKYIO IEBOYKY C
TOJTyORIMH TTIa3aMU, CBHIE€TEIbCTBOBABIINMY O IPUMecH 6etoi KpoBu. POIHEIE He CITBIIIAITN
IIPeICMEPTHRIX KPUKOB MEBOYKU — €€ MaTh yMepiia IIpexae, YeM Hafl Hell HagpyTallkcCh.

OTOU BECHOU IeBOUKE MCIIOJIHUIIOCH JeCATh JIeT.

I'maBa 3

— KopTHu, TH OoNATH CyTyMuUllbcs! Jleou He MPUCTa0 CYyTYIUThCSI. Y 4eMy TONIbKO TeOst yUunu B
9TUX OOPOTUX IIKOIax?

I eBOYKa-IOTPOCTOK, BITJITHYB HAa MadyeXxy, XOTejla YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO MMPOMOJTYaja. 3a4eM CIIOPUTD?
Capa YaritkoMm0, HbIHe Capa XOpTC, CIIBIIIUT JIUIIb TO, YTO X04eT, U HUuYero 6onbiie. K Tomy ke Capa
yXe oTBepHyach oT KopTHy, riaas Ha ¢hepMy, TOKa3aBIIyIOCS BAAIN.

Opuako KopTHU HEOXOTHO BHIIPSIMUTIACH U CTUCHYIa 3y0sl. M Kak 9T0 Cape He HafioefaeT fAenath el
3aMeyaHnus? [Topoii mepeMeHbl B HAaCTPOEHUM Mauexu yauBisanu KopTtau. [IpaBaa, meBodka
Hay4uaach MOa4a CHOCUTh 06upel, yxons B ce0si. Tenepb KopTHu X0opTC IpOsiBIIsiia XapaKTep JIUIIh B
TeX CIydasx, KOTfa Madyexa CIUIIKOM yX JOHHMAala ee.

OHa He Bcerfa Oblyla HETIOKOPHOM. B meTcTBe MaMa Ha3klBajla YMHYIO, 030PHYIO U OOIITUTEIbHYIO
KopTHu ManeHbKUM YepTeHKOM. Ho Mama ymepra, Korfa feBo4YKe ObIJI0 BCETo IIeCTh JIeT.

Crnepymoiuue feBdTh 1eT KOPTHU MeHsIa KOy 3a IIKoJou. OTel, 0XBa4yeHHBIM ropeM, He
HHTEepecoBascs nmpobneMaMu pebeHKa. dnBapa XOPTC IO3BOJISAIT JOYEPH XKHUTh TOMa TOJIBKO
HECKOJIbKO JIETHUX Hepmenb. Ho maxke Torma oTell He HaXOOWI BpeMeHU Ha 00IleHue C Helo. A B TOIb
BOMHEI IeBOYKaA BOOOIIe He BHU[IeJIa ero.

B mstHaguaTtek net KopTHYU cTpafana OT YyBCTBa HEHYKHOCTH, KOO0 ee HUKTO HE JTFOOHII.
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HpI/IBeTHI/IBaH 1 OTKPHITAaA OE€BOYKa ITPEBPATUJIACh B 3aMKHYTYIO 1 HACTOPOZKEHHYIO IEBYIIKY.
‘-IpesMepHo paHuMasi, OHa He BEIHOCHJId HUKAKHUX 3aMedaHuy. BuHOIO TOMY OBILITH OTYACTH cTporue
yuuTesda, HO OCHOBHAsA IIPUYNHA KPEIJIaCh B OTYaAHHOM CTPEMIIEHUU KOpTHI/I BEPHYTH 71000Bb OTLa.

Bpau 9uBapm XopTcC yCIemHo TpakTuKoBan B Yukaro u OB BCEIesIo MOTJIomeH padoToi. Bricokuit
97IeTAHTHBIN I0JKAHWH, OH IOCceuics B Yukaro moce cBafb0Osl. KOpTHU cuuTasia, 4To B MUpPe HET
TAKOT0 KPaCHBOT'0 U IIPelaHHOT0 CBOeMy Hefy denoBeka. OHa 60roTBoOpHIa OTIa ¥ CTpajasia, Korma
OH paccesiHHO CMOTPeJI Ha Hee CBOMMH CBETJI0-KapuMHU TJla3aMu.

BoliHa Hey3HaBaeMO U3MEHMIIa 3TOTO YeJI0BeKa, U OH KOHYHUJII TeM, UTO U3 COOOpaxKeHHU! r'yMaHH3Ma
BBICTYIIUJI IPOTUB CBOEM CTPaHbl. BepHYBIINCH HOMOM B IIECThAECAT IITOM, DOBapy XOPTC He
B0300HOBUJI BpayeOHYI0 IPaKTUKY. 3anupasch B CBoeM KaOKWHeTe, OH HallhBajcs [0 6ecraMsaTCTBa,
yTOOBI 3a0LITH O TOM, YEro He CMOT ITPefoTBPaTuTh. PUHAHCOBEIE Hela XOPTC CTAHOBUJIUCH BCE XYXKe.

Ecnu OBl He THCHMO OT OOKTOpPa AMOCA, CTaporo HaCTaBHUKA JfBapAa, KOTOPHIY IIpesiarall eMy
IIPAKTHKY B T€XaCCKOM ropofike Yaiko, otert KopTHU, BepOsSTHO, criuiics Obl. Pa3oyapoBaHHEIE
I0KaHe IOTSHYJIACh Ha 3anaf B IIOMCKaxX HOBOM XKHU3HU, IHcall JOKTOP AMOC, U 9ABaph PelInil
IIOCJIEIOBATh UX IPUMEDY.

ITOT mepee3nd OTKPHIBAI HOBBIE TOPU3OHTHL U O KopTHU. Temneps eil He MPUOETCSA XKUTh BOANIN OT
OTIIa ¥ OHa CMOXKET J0Ka3aTh eMy, KakK TI00uT ero. KopTHU Hafiesnach, YTO TaM OHU OyIyT BOBOEM.

Ho B Muccypu oTell COBEPIIUI HEUTO HETTOCTHUKUMOe — XKeHucs Ha Cape YalTkoM0, KoTopas
IIOCJIefHME ATk JeT Oblna ux qomMpaboTHUllel. BumuMo, K 9TOMy ero mobynuiu pa3roBOPH O TOM,
YTO AOKTOPY XOPTC HEIPUJIMYHO MIyTeIleCTBOBAaTh C TPUALIATUIETHE! XKEHIIUHOM.

SpBapp He mo6un Capy, a Ta mornsigsiBaia Ha XaigeHa Copesisi, ODHOTO U3 JBOMX MYXKYUH, HAHATHIX
O@BapaoM COIPOBOXKAATH UX B OITAaCHOM ITyTH 00 Texaca. Capa u3MeHUIach cpaldy ke I0Cie
cBaawOH. [Tpexne mobpast K KopTHH, Temepb OHa IIOCTOSTHHO BOpYasa, KOMaHAoBaJjla, U3BOUIa
OEeBYIIKY IpuaupKamMu. He moHMMas NPUYKH 3TOU IepeMeHbl, KOpTHU cTapaiach He IomafaThCs
Mauexe Ha I'J1a3a, 4To ObIIIO HEJIeTKO, IIOCKOJIbKY OHHU BIISITEPOM €Xajid B OMHOM (yproHe II0
KaH3aCCKUM IIPEPUSIM.

CeropHs yTpoM, BbleXaB U3 YUYUTO, OHU CJIeIOBAJIX BOOJIL Oepera peku ApKaH3ac, a ceryac
CBEPHYH B IN1y0b OOJIMHBI, Hagesch HAalTH MeCcTo s Housnera. Kora oHY BCTYIAT Ha
IBYXCOTMHUJIbHOE ITPOCTPaHCTBO MHAeNcKOM TeppUTOPUH, UM YKe He MPUAETCS CIaTh IOJ KPHIIIEH.

Hupetickas Tepputopus! OgHo 370 Ha3BaHue nyrano Koptau. Ho XaineHn Copenb u BTOPOU apeHb,
1o uMeHH [lasnac, yTBepKaaiu, 4YTo UM He 0 YeM OeCIIOKOUTHCS, TT0Ka Y HUX eCThb CKOT, KOTOPHIM
MOXKHO OTKYIIUTHCS OT MHAeENIEeB. [Ikeccd YU3X0IbM, Y4ePOKU-TIOTYKPOBKA, IIPOJIOKHUIT CPABHUTEIIEHO
poBHYIO mopory Mexay CaH-AHTOHKO, TexacoMm u YuuuTo. YU3X0JIbM IIEPEBO3UJ II0 HEHM TOBAPH B
IIECTHAECAT IIECTOM, ¥ C T€X IIOP IOCEJIEHI[BI T0JIb30BaIMCh STUM MapIIPYyTOM, ITIepeceKas IPepPuu.
JIromu OKpecTuu 3TOT IyTh « Tponoi YusxoneMa». [IepBoe TexacCKoe CTafo KOPOB IIEPEINPaBUIM 110
3TOH mopore 1o AGuInHa.

B aTom romy ckot yepe3 Kanzac neperossin ckototoprosel] u3 Unnunoiica [1:ko3ed Makkoii; ero
IIePeBO3UIH TakKXkKe 0 TUX00KeaHCKOU Kele3Hou Jopore Kan3aca, 3anagHasi BeTKa KOTOPOU
HakKoHell focTturiia AbunuHa. 'opofgok cTosn Ha peke CMOKU-XUIIJI, OKPY2KEHHBIN XOPOIIUMHI
acTOUITHEIMY 3eMIISIMH, a HeTlofasneKky pacmonarancs ®opr-Paiinu, obecneunBammui rpaxnaHaM
6e3omacHoCcTh. briarogaps aTomy «Tpoma Yu3xonmbMa» Oblzia BecbMa ymoOHa [JIst TePeBO3KK CKOTa Ha
BocTok.

KenesHnast gopora npeobpasuna A6unuH. Eife rog Ha3azg B TOPOKe HAaCUUTHIBAIOCh He Oosee
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OIOKHWHBI JEPEBAHHEIX IIOCTPOEK. Ter[epb OH HEBEPOATHO PA3POCCHd; MHOTOYHUCIJIEHHBIE CAJIYHHI 1
IIPHUTOHEI OBLIH BCerga OTKPBITEI OJIsA KOB60€B, IIPUBO3UBIINX CIOOA CKOT.

B AOunuHe XKeJe3Hasd fOpora KOHYauack, Tak YTO CEMeUCTBY XOpPTC NMPEACTOSI0 PacCTaThCs C
OTHOCHUTEIbHEIM KoM$popToM. OHM KYNIHIK B TOPOIE MPOAYKTOBLIHM (GYProH, YTOOH IIEPEeBe3TH B HEM
KOoe-KaKo¥ moMaraui ckap6. To, uTo Qyprou yxe pas nmpoesxan mo Mupelickont Tepputopuu u
oCTaJCs 1ieJI, I0OYeMy-TO He CIIMIIKOM yCIIOKauBao.

KopTHu c ynoBonbcTBUEM Noexasa 0wl B Texac 06be30HEIM IyTeM. BooOIme-To UMEHHO TakK U
IIpe[rnosarajaock CHavana — mo0paThest {0 Texaca ¢ BocTouHOM rpanuiibl. Ho Capa xoTea HaBeCTUTh
poxutenel B Kanzac-Cutu nepeq TeM, Kak IOCENUThCS B Texace. aBaph, yCbias 06 9Ton
6e3omacHOM KOBOOMCKOM TPOIE U Y3HAB, UTO OHA ITPOXOOUT Yepe3 YoHKo, Ky[la OHU HallpPaBIIs/IUCE,
pemun u3MeHuTh MapipyT. Haxonsick B KaH3ace, OHM COKOHOMUIU OBl MHOTO BPEMEHH, II0eXaB
npsmo Ha FOr. Ho, moMuMo Bcero mpodero, 3gBapay He X0TeI0Ch BUNETh pa3pylLleHus, KOTOPhIe
Hagzenasna Ha HOre BoiiHa.

Iamnnac moexas Brepeq, K Toi ¢epMe, KOTOPYIO OHY BUIEIHN BHAIH, ¥, BEPHYBIIKUCH, COOOIINII, YTO UM
Pas3pelnsiy IPOBEeCTH HOYb B capae.

— OTO HaM MOJOULET, HOKTOP XOpPTC, — CKa3as [annac. — 3auyeM OTKJIOHATHCS OT Halllero MyTH U
3ae3xarth B POKIH, 3TO MUIIHASA MUIA. [Ja ¥ TOPOOUIIKO-TO CaMbIi JKaJIKUK. A TaK MBI YK€ YTPOM
CMOXK€EM BEPHYTBCH K pPeKe.

SpBappn KUBHYI, 1 [laniac nmockakan psgoM ¢ pyprouom. KopTHU He HpaBUIICS 3TOT IlapeHb, Kak,
BIIPOYEM, U €T0 OPYXKOK XaleH, KOTOPHIH MO-IIpeKHeMY 3aurpeiBan ¢ Capoil. [IBafAiaTUTPEXJIETHET O
Hannaca Capa He UHTEpecoBaja, HO OH ITOCMaTpuBas Ha KopTHH.

BHUMaHUE 3TOT0 KPAaCHBOTO IapHs, HECOMHEHHO, MOIbCTUIIO0 061 KOpTHU, eciu Okl OHA HE 3aMETHIIa,
KaK JKa[THO OH CMOTPHUT Ha KaXK[Iyl0 BCTPEUHYI0 XeHIuHy. OHa 0Ka3aiach JOCTAaTOYHO
6rmaropa3yMHa, YTOOH He IIOTEPSITh TOJIOBY OT BIIEPBHIE ITPOSIBJIEHHOTO K HEW MHTEpPeca MYKYUHHL.
HecMoTps Ha OTCYTCTBUE OIbITa, KOPTHY MOHSJA, UTO Cefyac OHa eOUHCTBEHHAs [EBYIIKa,
nogxopsiiasi Janmacy mo Bo3pacrTy.

KopTHM co3HaBasia CBOI0 HEIIPUBJIEKATEIbHOCTh. KOHEYHO, Y Hee KpacUBHIE BOJIOCH ¥ TJla3a, fa U
JIUIIO BHITJISIAENIO OBl Kyfa JTydille, eciu Obl He TaKue KPYyTJible ImeKu. Ho MyK4YuHb 00RIYHO He
3aMeyasny ee. B3rgHYB Ha ee IOJIHYI0O QUTYPY, OHU TEPSIN K Hel UHTepec.

HeHaBups cBo BHEIHOCTb, KOPTHH, 0OHAKO, HE 0TKa3kIBala cebe B efie, Yepmas B Hell CBOEro poa
ycrokoeHre. HecKoIbKO JIeT Ha3aj OHA He [iyMaia O CBOeH BHEITHOCTHU. CIibilia, KaK JeTH 003BIBAIOT
ee TOJICTYXOM, OHa elre 0OJIbIlle Hajerayia Ha efqy. PeIuB HaKOHEI] 3aHAThCST C000#, KopTHu
cOpocwuiia ITUITHWH BeC ¥ TeIeph yKe Obllla He TOJICTOH, a MyXJIeHbKOH.

2KeHUBIINCE, OTELl BHE3AITHO U3MEHUIICS K KOPTHH, ITOIONTY pa3roBapuBall C HEW, IOKA OHU
TALIUIUCH B QyproHe 1mo 6eCKOHeYHEIM foporaM. Bopouem, efBa i ero 6pak UMe K 9TOMY KaKoe-TO
oTHomeHue. CKopee Bcero To ObIIO BEIHYKAeHHOe oOmenne. Ho Bce ke B KopTHU 3apoguiach
HajeXkMa, YTO, MOKeT ObITh, OTEIl CHOBA IOJIIOOUT ee, KaK IIPH KU3HU MaMHhl.

dmBapy OCTAaHOBHUIICS mepen OOJIbIIUM capaeM. KopTHH mpoBesia BCIO XKHU3HL B YUKAro u Temepb
YIOUBISIaCh TOMY, KaK MOXKHO XXWTh Ha TaKMX 3aTEPSHHHIX B rIymmu pepmax. B ropome ee He
TATOTHUIIO OOWHOYECTBO, MO0 OHA 3HaJjIa, YTO PSIOM JIIOAM. A TaKoe YeOWHEHUEe Ka3aioCh OMaCHbBIM:
Be[Ib I'Mle-TO MOOIM30CTH 110 IUKUM IIPEPUIM OPOIUIN UHIESHITH.

depMep, 3MOPOBEHHEIN IeTHHA, HE MEHbBIIE ABYXCOT NATUAECATH (QYHTOB, Kaperjaa3blil U PyMSHBIH,
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CKas3all, yieibasich, dOBapiay, UTO B capae XBaTUT MecCTa u s GyproHa. Korma oHU BKaTHITH €TI0
TyZa, OH MOMOT KOPTHU CIIPEITHYTh.

— A TH MHUaIlKa, — CKa3all OH, — HO Tebe HaJoO HEMHOTI'O IIOIIPABUTHLCS, a TO IIPOCTO TPOCTHUHKA
KaKasi-TO.

KopTHU nOKpHUTachk MSAITHAMU U MOTYIUIach, Mojist bora, uTo6rer Capa He crbiiiana 3Tux cioB. OH 4To,
HeHOpMaJbHBIN? [la OHa oBa roma 60poiach C IULIIHUM BECOM, & OH TOBOPUT, UTO OHA Xynast!

[Toka OHa MBITANIaCh CIPABUTLCS CO CMYyIieHHEeM, [laiac MenHy ex:

— OH KpyIHBIN MyKYWHa 1 TIOOUT KPYIIHBIX KEHIIWH, JOpoTras, TaK 4To He oO0uxaiica! Yepes3 roguk-
[PYTO# Th U30aBUIITLCS OT OETCKOM MYXJIOCTH U CTAHEIIb CaMOM XOPOUIEHbBKOMN IEeBYIIKOM BO BCEM
ceBepHOM Texace.

[To Beipaxkenuto nuna KoptHu Jannacy ciaemoBaso MOHATh, KaK pa3focagoBall ee 3TOT KOMIJIUMEHT.
IeBylIKa mblyiana OT 00Ukl ¥ YHUXKeHUs. []a pa3Be MOXKHO BBIC/TYIIMBATh TAKOE OT 3TUX IaJKUX
Myx4uH! BEICKOUYMB BO OBOp, KOpTHU crpsiTaniach 3a capad U CcTajla CMOTPETh Ha PaBHUHHEIE 3€MIIH,
yXopsilye BHaiab Ha MHOTHE MUTU. Ee 30710THCTO-Kapue riia3a 6j1ecTenu OT Cle3.

CHUIIKOM TOJICTasi, CIUIIKOM XyMasi — ¥ II0YeMy TOJIbKO JIIOJX Tak XKeCToKu? Kakue
IIPOTUBOIIOJIOXKHEIE MHEHHKS! MoXkeT, My>KYKWHBI Bo0O1le HUKOTTIa He TOBOPAT paBny? KopTHu He
3Haja, YTO U OyMarh.

I'maBa 4

Onpoit Bpayasp usnyyan papymue. C TeX mOp, Kak OH IIOCTPOUJI 3TOT JOM, B HEM ellle He ObIBajIO
CTOJIbKO ToCcTel. Buepa oH coBceM He paboTasn Ha ¢pepMe, HO 3TO ero He cmyiano. OH Tak U He
Che3[WI B YUYHUTO 3a CBOUM IIJIyTOM, IPOCHYBIIKCH B TSAKeJIOM ImoxMenbe. Ho u 9T0 ero He
BOJIHOBaJio. MyX4KrHe 10JIe3HO u3peaKa HanuBaThcsa! K ToMy ke 1 KoMIlaHUS Oblla HeypHa —
[103anpoLIoi Houblo bunn YanMeH co BCell BaTarou 3aBajiujiCs HOUeBaTh K HeMy B, capau. OHU
OTMeTUIY o6eny U3PSTHEIM KOIMYEeCTBOM BUCKHU. He xBaTasio TOIbKO ABYX [[2K0EeB — MepecTpesisiB
uHOeNIeB, 6paThs Cpa3y IOCKaKaIu Ha Ior.

A BYepa mpuexan JOKTOp CO CBOMMHM JaMaMu ¥ KOBOOsMU. [TogyMaTh TOJIBKO, 3@ €TI0 CTOJIOM
yKUHaIYU Jiegu! A 4To 3TO HacCTOsIIKE ey, OBapy OHSI Cpa3y M0 UX JOPOTUM JOPOXKHBIM
KOCTIOMaM ¥ CBeTCKMM MaHepaM. Hy u KOHeYHO, 110 UX HeKHOU 0ej1oit Koxke. MoJIOIeHbKYIO OH Jaxe
BBeJI B KPacky.

OSnpoi 6611 OBl CYACTIUB, €CNIi OBl OHM OCTAIMCh ¥ HETO Ha HECKOJIbKO OHel. TImyT momoxkaeT.
YamnMeH 3amiaTUll 3a ero XpaHeHre, a Takxke 3a OBIKOB. JJIpoi MoXKeT 3abpaTh Ux, Korjga eMy
B3ayMaeTcs. Ho JOKTOp 3agBuUJI, YTO OHU ye3kKaloT CerogHs yTpoM. Ha paccBeTe OH yIIesl 0XOTUTHCS,
CKa3saB, YTO MIPUHECET OUYb K CTOIIy IIPOSI, U HEe CTaJl CNyIIaTh HUKAKUX Bo3paxkeHui. [la nagHo,
nycTh cebe mocTpenseT! Muneinii 4e0BeK 3TOT NOKTOP, TaKOM 00XOOUTEIbHEIN! 3aMeTHB Ha Iee
y OIposi TpY BepTUKaJIbHEIE IIapPalUHEL, OH Jajl eMy KaKy0-TO Mas3b.

YcnbiaB mpo apanuHel, JIpoy 3aHepBHUYa. Het, eMy He OBIJIO CTHIJHO TPU3HATLCS, OTKYA OHU Y
HEro, HO [IPX laMaX He FOBOPAT IIPO CEKC U PO TO, YTO CIYYHUNIOCh B narepe. OgHAKO JOKTOD He
CIIPOCHJI O IIPOMCXOXKAEHUY STUX apalluH, U IIPOu IIPOMOITdall.

Ho mo uero xke BonHylo1el 6blta MecTh! K ToMy ke Terneps In1post He TPEBOXKMUIIO 6ITH3K0e
COCEeMCTBO C MHAeHIaMu. YepT, KaK JIeTKO OHU C HUMHU NOKOoH4Yunu! M n3HacunoBany xkKeHH. ¥

IT0 TUKOE cepaie 9 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

Yero OH paHbllle uX Tak 0osycsa? YBUOEB, YTO MaJieHbKasl IUKapKa, ollapalmasBIias ero, He
YNCTOKPOBHAS MHAMAHKA, OH Kojnebacs He Oojee ceKyH[bl. Ee rita3a cMOTpenu Ha HEro C Takou
HeHaBHCThI0! Ho O1poit Bce paBHO U3HACUIIOBAJI €€: BCe 9T YOUMCTBA CIIMIIKOM BO30YAUIN €T0, U OH
He MOT He chefnaTh 3Toro. OH faxe He MOHSJI, YTO OHAa YMepJia PaHbllle, YeM BCe 3aKOHYHUIIOCh.
Onpoi He UCTIHITBIBAT HU MaJleHIlnero packasHus, HO YyBCTBOBaJ CMYTHOE pa3fpaxKeHue OTTOTr0, YTO
HUKaK He MOT 3a0hITh 3TH TJla3a.

PemmmuB, 4TO Negu, MOMXKHO OBITH, YK€ BCTANIUA U OOEJTUCH, DIIPOY HAMIPABUIICS B Capail MPUTIIACUTh UX
K 3aBTpaKy. [IokTop ¢ JlanmacoM CKOpPO [OJIXKHEI ObITM BEPHYTHCS C 0XOTH. Copenb Opuiics y Koloaia
¥, BUIMMO, paccKa3kbiBaj oyepenHyto O6aiiky [Tutepy. dmpoit omacancs, 4Tto [Tutep He 3aiepXKUTCS Y
HEeT0: OH yKe TOBOPHUJI, YTO XOUeT IIOJAThCS B CEAbMYI0 KOHHUIY — CpazKaThCS C HHOEHIIaMHU.
depmep HafiesNICs, YTO OH TOBPEMEHUT XOTs O 7o cOopa ypoxkas.

B gBagmaTu sipmax oT OpeBeHYaToro foMa JIposi HauMHaI0Ch KYKypy3Hoe oje. Bricokue cTebmu
clerkKa MmokKayuBamuchk. Eciu OBl Ipoi 1o IyTH K capalo 3aMeTHUJI 3TO, TO PEIINI Obl, YTO B II0JIE
IPSYETCS 3Bepb, ©00 CTOSII TOJHBIM WITHIIE. HO OH He 3aMEeTHIT 3TOT0, 3aHSATHIM CBOUMH MBICTISIMH.
Kak TonpKO yeneT ceMeicTBO X0pTC, OyMaJl OH, IPUAETCS BEPHYTHCS B YUUHUTO 3a IIYTOM.

KopTHU BcTana monyaca Ha3ap u XKpaina, oka Capa 3aKOHYUT yTPeHHUY TyaneT. XopoieHbkasa Capa
Kax[oe yTPo TpaTuJia Ha 3TO YUMy BpeMeHH, 160 xoTena HpaBUuThC. OHa TIIaTEIbHO YKIaAbiBaia
BOJIOCHI ¥ Ma3aJjla KOXY JIOChOHOM OT COJIHEUHEIX 02KOT0B. Bce 3TO 3a7epKuBasio nyTelleCTBEHHUKOB.
Xopot1o, eciiu OHYU ycreloT goOpaThest B Yaiko o 3uMbl! Capa ympocuia dfBapaa 3aexaTh K ee
poputensaM B Kanzac-CuTu TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO XOTeJla ITOXBaCTaThCSI MyKeM-TOKTOpoM. [1yCcTh Bce B
POJIHOM T'OpOfie BUAST, KaK XOPOIIIO OHa YCTPOUIach B XKU3HHU.

®epmep OIS MPUTHYKS POMKO ITOKAIIISAI y BXO[A B capaii, a 3aTeM IPUOTKPHIT ABEPD.

— BekoH roTos, ey, a siilla Hy2KHO B30MTh, TaK YTO MHUJIOCTH IIPOIIY 3aBTPAKATh B IOM.
— BeI ouens noOpsl, muctep bpayap, — ynei0Hy1ack Capa. — Mol MyX elile He BepHYJICS?
— Her, MaM, HO myMaio, OH He 3aiePKUTCS. B 3T0 BpeMs rofa 37ech MOJTHO OUYH.

®epmep yuren, u KopTHU ycriblliana, Kak OH BO3UTCS BO3Jie ABepH. [leByIlIKa yOUBIEHHO I0Kadasa
ronoBou. Kakou cTpaHHBIN YeT0BeK!

Baopyr mBephb ¢ TPECKOM pacIaxHynack, ¥ Opoi bpayap moBanuics Ha II0JI, YXBaTUBLIUCE 3a 6efIpo,
13 KOTOPOT'0 TOpyasa cTpenia. YTo ¢ HUM?

— lociogu Uucyce, 3Ha4uT, X Ob1I0 60MbIIe! — MPOCTOHAT IIPOY, TONHUMASICh Ha HOTH U
o61aMbIBasi IPEBKO CTPEJIHL.

— Yro cnyuunocsk, muctep bpayap? — cnpocuna Capa, nogbexas kK hepmepy. IIIpoit onsTh
3aCTOHAJL.

— Ha Hac vamanmu unpenns! — Capa u KopTHM OHeMesd, YCTaBUBLINCH HA HETr0. JJIPOi MPOXPHUIIeT:

— Tyma! — U yka3as Ha OOJIbIION SITUK IS IPOAYKTOB. — f1 BEIPBII TaM SIMY [JIS MOEU JKeHBl — Ha
BCAKMY cnydai. OHa Obljla KPYITHOU XKEHIMHOM, TaK YTO BH 00€ TaM IIOMECTUTECH. 3ajie3aiTe U He
BBICOBLIBAUTECH, JazKe €CIU CTAHET TUXO0. f MOJIKEeH BepPHYTLCA B JOM 3a BUHTOBKOM.

C 3TUMU CJTOBAMM OH BHIIIEN U3 capasi. Capa u KopTHU He BepuIu CBOUM yiaM. [la HET, He MOXKeT
OLITH!
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TyT pa3mancs BUHTOBOYHBIM BHICTPET], 3a HUM elrle ogquH. Capa ucIyranace.
— INone3at cioga, Koptau! — 3akpuyarna oHa, nopberas K SIIUKY.
— O Boxke, 3T0 HeBO3MOXKHO! Beqib Bce 11110 Tak X0pOIIo!

[Topouns K HU3KOMY AIKKY, KopTHU 3ase3sa B Hero Beien 3a Capou. [log HUM B 3eMJie OKa3ajlach
sMa riyOrHOM B [iBa C ITOJIOBHHOM ¢yTa. [[Ba YemoBeKa Ha KOPTOUKaX BIIOJIHE ITOMEIaIUuCh TaM.

— 3akphriBall KphIKYy! — mpoirumesna Capa, ceprle rila3a KOTopoy 0eranu oT cTpaxa. — HaMm Hedero
60sAThCSA — 3TU 6€3MO3TTIble IUKapK Hac He HaugyT. OHYU maXxke He 3arigHyT ciofa. OHU...

He ycnena Capa moroBoputsh, Kak 40 HUX OOHECCS Ayllepa3fupalolui KpUK. 3a HUM [IOCJieloBaIu
OpyTHe KPUKU U CTOHBI, CTAHOBUBIINECS BCe TpoMye. HaKoHeIl KTO-TO B3BBLI OT OOJIK BO3JIE CaMOM
nBepu capasd. KopTHU, Ipeonones olielleHeHNe, MI0THO 3aABUHY Ia KPHIIIKY, 1 OHU 0Ka3aJIkiCh B
KPOMEIITHOU ThEMe.

— Capa! Capal!

[Tonss, uto Capa moTtepsnia co3Hanue, KopTHY 3amnakana, YyBCTByd Iyralilee ONUHOYECTBO. Ee
JKJaja CMepTh, HO OHa He X0Tesa 3Toro. KopTHYU 3Hasa, 4To yMpeT N030pHOU CMepThio, OymeT
KpU4aTh ¥ MOJIUTH O IIOIaze, HO BCe paBHO YMpeT. UHIeNIlEl He MOIasT ee.

— locniogu, ecnu MHe CyKOeHO yMepeTh, faii MHe CUJl He cToHaTh! [loMoru MHe Moji4a IIepeHecTd
BCe My4eHus!

OmBapa X0pTC, YCbINIaB IePBhIi BLICTPEJI, TOMYAsCs K ¢pepme, [lanmac IOCKaKal ClIeioM 3a HUM.

Ho yBupes u3pany, 4To IPOUCXOTUT, MOJIOOY YeI0BEK pPa3BepHYII JIOUIafb U YCKaKasl IPOYb: OH He
OBLIT TEPOEM.

OmBapn 3TOro HaXke He 3aMETUJT — Cerldac OH JyMall TOJIBKO O JOUYePH U O TOM, KaK ee CIIacCTH.
[TogbexaB K Gpepme cOOKY, OH YBUIEN YETHIPEX UHMEHIIEB, OKPYKUBIIUX TPYIH [TuTepa u XanneHa
Coperns. OgBaph BEICTPENNII, HO TPOMaxHyJIcs. B crlenmyomyo CeKyHAY B ero Ijaedo BOH3UIACh
ctpena. OHa MpUIeTeNna Co CTOPOHH BXOMla B capai, ¥ OH BEICTPEJIU B TOM XK€ HallpaBIeHHH.

9T0 OBITT €T0 MOC/IeNHU BLHICTpe. Ele mBe CTpesIs Momay B Iieflb, ¥ OH, yIIaB C JIoIIagu, 60Ibine He
[BUTAJICS.

Bocemb BOMHOB-KOMaH4Y€eM 3aKOHYUIIN [IEJI0, Pafy KOTOPOro npuexanu. Ciegsl TPHHAOIATH JIOMIafen
IIPUBEINN UX Ha 3Ty ¢pepMy. OHU BUOEIH, YTO OTCIOJ]a YCKaKald OMMHHAAIATh BCAHUKOB. 3HAYHUT,
[IBOe OCTaluCh 37ech. OOUH U3 3TUX JBOUX OBLI y2Ke MEPTB. 3[MO0POBEHHEIN (pepMep — MTOKa HeT.

OH 65l TONBKO paHeH. IIyTh K IOMy eMy OTpe3asy TakK Xke, KaK U IIyTh B capail. YeTrpe UHIENCKUX
BOVHA IIBITAJIM €0, OCTa/lbHble 0OBICKKMBAIN JOM U capai.

B capaii Bomtu gBoe. OpuH 3abpascst B QyproH ¥ MPUHSJICS BRIIIBEIPHBATE OTTYAA Belld. [[pyrou
OTJIAABIBAJI ITOMeEIeHNe B IIOMCKaX TaHUKOB. ETo rina3a BHUMaTeIbHO 00CiieioBaiu KaXK Aokl YTOI0K
capas.

— Jluno BouHa 6b1710 6ecCTPaCTHEIM, HO AyIla ero HagphiBalach OT ropsi. Buepa oH mpuexan B jlarepsb
KOMaH4Yell U yBULeI Bce, 4TO cresany 6esnble. OH BEPHYJICS K CBOUM IIOCJIe TPEXJIETHETO OTCYTCTBUS,
HO He yCIIeJI CIIaCTU MaThb U ceCcTpy. MeCTh HUKOTa HE UCKYIIUT UX CTPaflaHui", HO IPUTTYLIUT €ro
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00JIb.

3aMeTHB OTIeYaTKH ITaJIBIIEB Ha IIBIJIBHOM KPHIIIKE, OH MEOJIEHHO ITOOOIIE]I K AIMUKY OIS IIPOOYKTOB,
CXHMas B pykKe KOpOTKPIfI, OCTpPO 3aTOYEHHHI KINHOK, KOTOPBIM CAMPAJl IIKYPHI C Y6I/ITBIX
2KUBOTHBIX.

KopTHu He CbIlIaia, Kak HHAEHITH BOIIIN B capail. Ee cepiile cTydano Tak CHIIbHO, YTO 3aTITyIIaio
IpyTHe 3BYKH.

KphilKa siuKa OTKphIach, 1 KOpTHY He ycrena faxke BCKPUKHYTh, KOTa HH/Ieell CXBATUII ee 3a
BOJIOCEL. KOPTHYM 3aKMypHIIach, IOHSB, YTO Cedyac el mepepexyT ropio. MHpeen oepHyI ee roJIoBy
Ha3af, IPUCTaBUB K Iee HOX. Emle ogHy cexyHny, boxke, Bcero ogHy...

OHa He OTKpHIBaJIa ri1a3. Komanuu xoTes, 4ToOB OHa CMOTpPesIia Ha Hero, Korjaa oH OyneT yOouBaTh ee.
Ipyras XeHITWHa Jexkaa B iMe 6€3 CO3HaHUS, HO 9Ta [poxKaa oT cTpaxa. OMHAKO OHA Tak U He
B3TJIsIHYJIAa Ha Hero! OH HAMOTaJl ee BOJIOCH Ha KyJlaK? 3Hasi, 4YTO 3TO MPUYUHUT ei 60Jib, HO OHa
JIUIIb Kperde 3aXKMypuiia ria3a.

TonbKo Teneps, pas3riisfeB OeBYIIKY, OH IIOHSJ, YTO OHa He 3femIHssa. Ha Hell Obla KpacrBas
moporas omexmaa. Koxa cnuurkom Gernasi Iuist XKeHBI UM foYepu ¢hepMepa, efiBa TPOHYTast 3arapoM.
Bosocel KaK MSATKHH MIEJIK CTPYUIIUCH IO ero maiblaMu. [IpECMOTPEBIINCh, BHUMATEIbHEe, OH
TIOHSIJT, YTO €f OT CHJIBI YeTHIPHAAIIATh, @ MOXKET, ¥ MEHBbIIIE.

BouH Me[IeHHO TTepeBet B3TIISI[ C ee nulla Ha GyproH, u3 Kotoporo Kpusoii [1aser] BHIOPOCHIT
MHOKECTBO IIJIAaTheB, ¥ OTIIYCTHUJI BOJIOCH IEBYIIKH.

HacmepTs nepenyrantasi, KopTHu OTKpEIIa I'1a3a. [IpoIio cToIbKO BpeMeHH, a Jie3BHe TakK U He
KOCHYJIOCh ee Topiia. Korfja oH OTIyCTHTI ee, OHa, IIOCMOTPEB Ha MH[eHa, YyTh He XJIOIMHYach B
00MOpoK. HuKoOTra ele oOHa He BUeNla HUYero CTpallHee, Y4eM HHJIeell.

Ero mnuHHEBIE BOJIOCH], YepHBEIE KaK CMOJIb, ObIIM 3aIlJIeTeHH! B ABe KOCHL. ['0J1asi rpyap pacKkpalieHa
KPACHLIMU I10JT0OCAMHU, PA3HOILIBETHHEIM PUCYHOK [EJIUJI JINII0 Ha YEeThIpe YacCTH, CKPHIBASI €T0 YEPTHI.
Ho Gonee Bcero KopTHU 1opasuiu riasa, B yIIOp CMOTPEBIIINE Ha Hee: OHU He BhIpazKaju YTrPO3HL.

BEICTPO B3TJITHYB B CTOPOHY, BOMH OIAThL YCTaBUICA Ha Hee. TyT KOopTHU yBUIeNla PyKy C HOXKOM,
HallpaBJIeHHLIM Ha Hee.

3aMeTuB, KaK PacCLIMpPUINCh OT yzKaca 3TU 30JI0TUCTO-Kapue Ijla3a, uHaeel M3gan Kakou-To 3BYK.
IeByllka BOPYT 00MsKJIa ¥ CTajla MeJIeHHO ocefiaTh Ha mMoi. OX yXK 3TH I'/IyIble BOCTOYHbIE
xkeHmuHE! OHU gaxe He 103aboTunuCch 00 opyXKuu!

B3moxuyB, oH 3akonebancs. OHa Tak 110X0xKa Ha €ro CeCTPY — Te JKe JeTCKUe KPYyTJible medki... Her,
OH He MOXeT yOuTs ee!

Wnpeen Tuxo 3dKPBIJI KPHIIIKY AIMMWKA OIS IIPOAYKTOB W OTOIIE]T K Q)ypTOHy, II0OKa3aB 3HAKOM
KpI/IBOMy Hanbuy, YTO OHHU U TaK IIOTEPAIN 30€ChH MHOT'O BPEMEHM.

Onpoit bpaysp mpoKnIuHAaI 37Ty10 Cyas0y, KOTOpast 3aHecsa ero B YUUUTO B TOT CaMblii JeHb, KOTa
TaM nosBuics bunn Yanmen. OH 3Has, YTO YMpeT, HO KOrha, Korfa? VHOenIs yBe3 Iy ero Ha
HECKOJIBKO MuUib OoT (pepmel. OHM CKaKajIu Ha ceBep Mo cienaMm JYamMeHa ¥ OCTaHOBUJIUCH, KOTHa
COJIHIIE CTOSIJIO B 3€HUTE.

[TouTu Bce MHAOEHIIH U3IeBAUCh HAMl HUM, HO TOJIBKO ceidac PO MOHSIJI, YTO OHM COOMPAIOTCS C
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HUM CIejaTh. B MTHOBEHME OKa ero pacIiacTally TOJIor0 Ha TOpsdYel 3eMile, ¥ OH II0YyBCTBOBAJ, Kak
T€ YACTH ero0 Tejla, KOTOPhle HUKOT A He 3HAJIU COJIHI[a, MeIJIEHHO IMOIKapUBaIOTCS B MONTyIeHHBIX
yYax.

[TpoknisiTEHIE OUKapU YCEIUCh BOKPYT, Ha0moas, Kak oH cTpafgaeT. ONUH U3 HUX KaXOble MATh
CEKyH[I IIOXJIONEIBATI 110 00JIOMKY CTPEJIEI, TopuYaBlieMy U3 ero Oepa, 1 00JIb BOJIHAMU PacXOAuach
II0 TeJly JJIPos, He yCIeBasl yTUXHYTh B KOPOTKUE IIPOMEXYTKH.

OH 3Has, 4ero oHu X0TAT. OH MOHSJI 3TO, YBUAEB TPOMX MEPTBHIX MyKUMH Ha ¢hepme. MHOEHUIIE
00BSICHUIM €My CBOU HaMepeHUs, IIOOHSB [iBa ITajiblla ¥ YKa3aB CHaydaja Ha Hero, a II0TOM Ha Tpu
Tpyna. OHU 3HaJHY, 4TO Ha (pepMe eCTh [IBa yYaCTHUKA PE3HU B Jlarepe UHIEULEB U YTO OH OJUH U3
HUX.

9)’[p0fl IIBITAJICA y6eHI/ITB WX, 9YTO OH BOBC€ HE€ TOT, KTO UM HYZXKEH. Benp Y HUX OBITTIO OBa JIUITHUX
TPYIIa, 1 OHW HE 3HAJIM HaBEPHSKA, IIPUYACTEH JIX OH K YGHfICTBaM B JIarepe. Ho PIHJ:[efILIBI HE
IIOBEPHUIIA EMY, U KaK OBl pa3, Korga OH He MOTI" IdaThb Hy}KHBIfI M OTBET, pe€3adJid ero HO2KaMHu.

Y Hero Ha TeJle OSIBUJIOCH yKe C IOJIAI0KUHE MaJIeHbKUX PaH, KOrfaa ero noasenu K Tpymny Iutepa.
Yero onu pobuBanucek? [lapenb yMep u 60sblile He CTpagas, HO IIPOR-TO ObUT XKUB U MYUUJICS, TIIAAS
Ha TO, YTO OHU [Jejanu c TesoM [Iutepa. Ero BeIBEpHYI0 HAU3HAHKY, KOTJa OHU KaCTPUPOBA/IU TPYII
¥ BOTKHYJIM KYCOK IIJIOTH €My B POT, @ IOTOM 3amuiiy I'yosl. CTpalrHoe npenynpexaeHrie Kaxunomy,
KTO YBU[IUT U3ypomgoBaHHOe Teno [Tutepa. JIume oguH 31Ipoi 3HaN, 9YTO OHU CAEJANU 3TO yXKe [I0CNIe
TOro, Kak [lutep ymep.

[ToBe3eT 11 eMy Tak XKe, Kak [Iutepy? Spoi MOHUMAaJ: HHOEWUIIH 10 CUX II0p He YOUIM ero, xkemas,
4yTOOBI OH BBIBEJI UX HA OPYTUX yUaCTHUKOB pe3HU. Ho ueM mosbiiie oH OyOeT KUTh, TeM OOJIbIIe
MyunThCsi. OH pacckKasaj Ovl MM BCe, JTUIIEL OB "OHU MOCKOpEee MOJIOKUIIA KOHEI[ eTr0 CTPafaHUusIM, HO
KaK JOTOBOPUTHCS C YEPTOBHIMU YOJIIOIKAMU, €CJIA OHU He TTOHUMAIOT ero? K ToMmy ke Impoi He
3HAaJI, KaK HauTU OCTaJIbHEIX. HO OHU He IIOBEPAT €MY.

OpuH 13 KoMaH4yel CKIOHUJICA Haf HUM. COJHIe CIeNUIIO I'la3a, U JJIPOU BUE JIUIIb YEPHYIO TEHE.
OH nomnsITancsd NIPUIOTHATH TOJI0BY, U Ha MTHOBEHHUE IIepe ero Iia3aMy MeJIbKHYIM PYKU WHAeHa
— OH [IepzKal CTpenbl. MoXKeT, OHM HaKOHEI[-TO PeIuiiu ero npukoHuutsh? Ho HeT! UHpeeln
OOTPOHYJICSA CTPEJIOX J0 OOHOM M3 paH JJIpos, a 3aTeM Me[AJIEeHHO, My4YUTEe/IbHO MEe[IeHHO IOTPYy3ul
ee B TeJlo.

O Boxe, oHM, HaBepHOE, CMa3a/Id YeM-TO HAKOHEYHUK: JJIPOK [T0YyBCTBOBAJI HECTEPIUMOE XKKEHUE.
OH ctucHy”n 3y0r!, 4TOOH He 3aKpHUyaTh. Mom4al OH ¥ IIOTOM, KOT/Ia CTPEJIb TOTPyKaju B Ipyrue
paHbl. Temeps U3 MIECTU paH TOPYAJIO LIECTh CTPel, U JNIpoi Teprnen. MHOenlb Ha BpeMS OCTaBUJIU
ero, oxkupjas, 4To 60Ib YCHUITUTCS.

[TeITasich CIIPaBUTHCS C 00JTBIO, DIPOY MTOAYMAJT O ABYX JIE€OH, KOTOPHEe Ha 6ely OCTAaHOBUIIMCH Ha €T0
¢depme. CnaBa bory, oH He BU[IeN, YTO C HUMH CTanoCh. M TyT BOPyT nepen HUM CHOBA MOSBUIIUCH
rja3a, KOTOPhle CMOTPENA Ha HETO C MI0TOM HeHaBUCThIO. I3HACKIOBaHWE TOM MHIIEHCKOU TEeBYOHKHU
He CTOWJIO 9TUX MyK. HuuTo He cToumino ux!

Haxkonern 9npoit 3akpuyain. MHgeen YUPKHYII 10 HEMY HOXKOM, CHeJIaB HOBYIO PaHy, ¥ BOH3UJI B Hee
elre ogHy cTpeny. TyT DIpoii MOHSII, YTO OHM He OCTAHOBSTCS, IIOKA He MMPOH3ST CTPEJIaMHU BCE €T0
teso. Teneps, 3Hast, 4To 60K He OYOET KOHIIA, OH y2Ke He MOT TEepPIeTh. JIPOM KpuyaJ, pyraics,
BOIIUJI, HO MHAEEL ONSITh CKOIb3HYJI 110 HEMY HOXKOM, ¥ 60JIb BCIIBIXHYJIa C HOBOU CHUJIOM.

— Yomopku! ITpoknsaTeie yomtonku! f ckaxy Bam Bce, 4To Hamo! Bce!
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— Heyxenu?

OSnpoi 3aMoyan 0T u3yMJieHus, 3a0bIB IITPO 6OJIEb.

— Brl roBopuTE MO-aHINMUMCKU? — BEIAOXHYJ OH. — O, ciaBa bory!
Y Hero nosBuIack Hagexkmaa. Temepb MOXKHO IOTOPTOBAThCH.

— Tak 4TO0 Ke THI XOTeJ CKa3aTh MHe, pepMep? — MSATKUM, IPUSATHBIN T'OJIOC BBEJ JJIPOS B
3a0nyXaeHue.

— OTnycTuTe MeHS, ¥ 1 Ha30BY BaM MMeHa JIIoflell — BCeX 0 OOHOT0. M cKaxy BaM, roe X MOXKHO
HAWTH, — IPOTOBOPHUI OH, 3abIXasICh.

— TrI 9TO paccKaxels HaM B J1000M ciiydae, pepMmep. ToproBaThcs TeOe HYKHO He 3a XKU3Hb, a 3a
CMepTh — OBICTPYIO CMEPTh.

Onpoi, IOUyBCTBOBAB HaHeXK/y, UyTh MOTSHYJICS, HO, YCIIbIIIAB IIOC/IeAHNE CII0Ba KOMaH4H, yIiaa Ha
3emmio. O nobexneH. HamessThCs MOXKHO JIMIIL Ha TO, YTO BCE MMPOU30MIET OLICTPO.

OH Ha3BaJl UHEHIy UMeHa BCeX MYKYMUH, TOAPOOHO OMKCal UX U YKa3al Te MecTa, I'lie, 10 eTo
IIPE[INOJI0KEHNI0, OHM MOTJIM HaXOOuThCs. [IpaBauBo U OBICTPO OTBETHB Ha BCE BOIIPOCH], OH CKa3al:

— A Temneps ybeliTe MeHs!
— Kak ThI yOunn Hammux XeH, MaTepel u cectep?

HHpeell, Tak YUCTO U NIPABUJIBHO TOBOPUBIIHNY [10-aHTIMKCKY, BCTANl Y HETO B HoraX. Temnepb Jnpou
XOpOLIIO BUIEN ero U1, ero riasa... O I'ocnogu, 3To Xe ee rna3a! OHU CMOTPEJIXA Ha HETO C TaKOu
JKe JTII0TOM HEeHABUCTHIO. DJIPOM IOHS, YTO 3TOT KOMaHYX He TI03BOJIUT eMY YMepeThb OBICTPO.

Onpoi 061u3HYI mepecoxinre Tryosl. CaM He 3Has 3a4eM, OH BAPYT C YCUIMEM ITPOTOBOPHUIT:

— Omna 6ri1a xopota. [TpaBaa, xynommasa. Ho Bce ke focTaBuja MHE yIOBOJILCTBHE. f TIOCTIegHUN ee
uMes. OHa yMepria I0f0 MHOM.

Boun puko 3akpuyan u 6pocuics Ha Jnposi. [Jpyroil MOMbITaICs OCTAHOBUTH €0, HO He CMOT. JJIpoH
II0OYYBCTBOBAJI HOBYIO 00JIb, KOTOpas 3axXJIeCTHYJa CTapylo, HO 3TO CKOPO KOHYUJIOCh — OH yMep OT
II0Ka, YBULIEB B pyKax y KOMaH4¥ CBOIO OTPE3aHHYIO IJIOTh.

['maBa 5

B Tpex mumnsax ot MecTta 3TuxX coObiTul KopTHM X0pPTC MpayHO CMOTpea Ha pa30pocaHHbIe 10 capalo
Bely 13 (yproHa: pa3opBaHHYIO oflexkay, pa30duTkiil Bopebe3ru papdop, pacTonTaHHbIE TPOTYKTHL.
OHa HUMKaK He MOTJIa PEeIINTh, YTO ellle MOXKHO cracTu. Celiuac oHa BooOIle He MOTJia co6paThCs C
MeIcTIsIMHU. 3aTo Capa nepebuparna MOXKUTKYA C TaKUM BUIOOM, OyATO HUYETro He IIPOU3OIILIIO.

KOpTHI/I IIOTPACIIO TO, YTO OHa OCTaJIaChb ZKHBaA. Ho eme OoJibIIe ee IIOpa3uniio HCYE3HOBEHNE OTIIa.

Bepuu Bukcnep, Onuxaimuii coceni IIPosi, 3aMETHUJI IbIM, OKYTaBIIAN €T0 TOPSIIUYA IOM, U ITpuexa
IIOCMOTPETH, UTO CIIy4UJIOCh. Bo3ne noMa oH 00HapyKUJI IBa TPYIa, a B AIIUKE 7T IIPOLYKTOB —
Capy u Koptau. [lannaca, 9npos Bpayapa 1 OpnBappa XopTc OH HUrge He Haesl. OgHaKO OTell
KopTtHu siBHO GBI 37leCh HEJABHO — B KYKYPy3HOM II0JIE CTOSJIa €0 JIOIIafib, TepernadkaHHas
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KPOBBIO. dABapaa paHuIu?

— Ecnu oH mo6exan 3a mogMorou B Pokiiu, To MEL ero elre yBUAUM, — CKa3as uM bepuu. — Ho
CKOpee BCero MHIENIIb 3a0paiy ero u TexX ABOUX ¢ coboi. HaBepHOe, OHU XOTSAT UMETH IIpu cebe
OBYX-TPEX CUJIbHBIX IIJIEHHUKOB, II0Ka OHU HE COeAUHSATCS C APYTUM IIJIeMeHeM.

— ITouemy BHI Tak cuuTaeTe, Muctep bukcnep? — cnpocusna Capa. — 4 mojarana, 4To B IeH 6epyT
TOJIbKO 2KEHIITHH.

— IIpocTuTe, M3M, — MPOTOBOPYI bepHu, — HO, B3TJITHYB Ha BAaC U Ha Ballly OeBOYKY, HHOEEI] CPa3y
TIOHSIJT OBI, YTO BHI HE BHIIEPXKUTE [OJITOT0 My TH.

— [Monroro nytu? A BEL YTO, 3HaeTe IIJIaHbl 9TUX UHOENULeB? — ynusuiaack Capa. — MHTEpecHO
otkyna. [Toxoxe, y HUX Ile-TO TOOIU30CTH J1arephb, BEPHO?

— BBHI cOBepIIIEHHO ITPaBhl, M3M, ¥ HUX ObT arepk. beit. B aToM-To Bce u neno. OHM Hamanu Ha
9npos He u3-3a CKoTa. [I3X0H, CuH Jlaoca X3HAM, paccKa3blBall, KakK OHU € JIpoeM u [lutepom
IPUMKHYJIY K JIIOOSM U3 YUUUTO ¥ YHUYTOXKUIK OaHAY KalioBa, CTOSIBIIYIO JIaTePeM K 10Ty 0TCIofa.
OH cuuTas, 4YTo 3TU MHAEUIIH XOTeNId HanacTh Ha Pokiu, U yTBepxkpai, OyATo Teneps y HaC
HACTYIIUT CIIOKOMHAas XKU3HB, ITOCKOJIBKY OHHN y6I/IJ'II/I BCeX MYXYHWH, XKEHIIVH 1 ﬂeTeﬁ. Yro 2K, BUOUMO,
KTO-TO OCTaJICSI KUB. Te KpaCHOKOXKUe, YTO HaBe[aluCh CI0fa, HaBepHOe, TOT4a OXOTUIIUCH, a
BEPHYBIINCH, YBUENH, YTO BCE UX COPOAUYM YOUTHL.

— Ho 310 BCcero nuiis Balie IIPEeAInoyIoKeHne, MUCTED BI/IKCJ'Iep. EnBa nu KalioBa — e JUHCTBEHHEIE
MHOEUIIE B 3TUX MECTax.

®epMep pa3gpakeHHO 3aMETHIL:

— JIkoH X3HI/IM TaKXKe IIOXBaJIAIICSA TeM, YTO OH fiefiajl B jlarepe MHAEUIIEB, HO 3TO He IJIS XKEHCKUX
yILIen.

— HO)IYM&GH.IB, — IIPE3PUTEJIBHO (1)BIpKHYJ'Ia Capa, — HY, U3HACHUJIOBAJIX OHU TaM HECKOJIBKHX CKBO.
ITO ellle HE 3HAYMUT...

— Ecnu BBl XOTUTE TOHSTh, YTO 9TO 3HAYUT, JIEOH, MOUAUTE U IOCMOTPUTE Ha Teno [Tutepa! —
BOCKNUKHYN bepau. — Ho 5 BaM He coBeTyio. To, 4YTO OHU CHejlaly C IapHeM, He CIIUIIKOM pagyeT
ria3. A Toro, opyroro, OHu He TPOHYJIM — Yy HEero yucras pa"a. Ho tpyn [Iutepa! MeHs, HaBepHOe,
nonro OyOyT ImpeciiefoBaTh KOMIMapk. Boioch, Mbl HaliieM JJIpos rue-Hu0yobh HelomaneKky, Tak ke
JKEeCTOKO M3yPOOBAHHOT0. ICHO OMHO: UM HYKHBI ObLJIA TOJIBKO 3TU ABoe. Ecnu OBl X HHTEpPEeCcoBau
JKeHIITMHEBI, OHK B35 OB Bac.

Her, Bce 3T0 TOnMbKO MecTh! BoT yBuguTe — JIKOH X9H[K OBICTPO CMOTAETCS 0TCIOfa, 100 MeCTh He
3aBepiiusiack. MHOENIE He YCIOKOSATCS, I0Ka He HACTUTHYT IIOCJIEIHET0 U3 TeX, KTO OBLI B J1arepe.

OH BhIIIEeN U3 capasi, BejieB UM IOOLICTPee coOMpPaTh MOKUTKH, IIOCKOILKY OH He COOMpAeTCs IeJIbIi
IeHb BO3UTHCS ¢ HUMHU. CHavasa ¢pepMep OTHECCS K HUM C COUyBCTBUEM, HO Capa pa303/Iuiia ero, u
Telephb OH TOPOIUJICS CIIJIABUThL UX B POKIH.

Tpymn Onpos HaIIIKM Yepe3 Hedelo CONAaThH], IOBUBIINE NHAEHLIEB-MapoaepoB. [I:KoH X3HJH, KakK U
npencKasbiBa bukcep, oTObT U3 POKIM B HEM3BECTHOM HampaBiieHuH. Ero orer 60sbie HUKOTIA
He CJIBIIIAJ 0 HeM. M3 YuunTo cooOuIunm, 4To HHAEHIIH Halmaayd Ha hepMepa, XKUBIIET0 HeJaaeKo OT
ropona. M aTo OBIN IOCIIemHUM CIy4ail HaJeToB MHOEWIeB B 3TUX KpasX.
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Bo3mozxkHo, youiicTBo bunna YanMeHa He OBIIO CBSI3aHO C TOW MCTOPUEH, XOTS TOTOBAPHUBAIIH, YTO
MMeHHO OH OpraHM30BaJl HalafleHue Ha jarephb uHpeines. OOHU CYUTANM, YTO 3TO [EJI0 PYK
KPaCHOKOXKUX, OIPYTHe ION03PeBaid OMHOTO U3 HaeMHEIX PaO0THMKOB YarMeHa, KOTOPHIN UCYe3
cpasy 1ociie youicTaa.

dmBapya Xoptc u Jannac mponanu 6ecciaento, 1 Capa Yautkom0 cuuTtana ce0st BmoBoi. HeBO3MOKHO
OBITIO TIPE/IITOIOKUTh, YTOOR PAHEHBIH BEIXKUII B IJIEHY V KOUYIOIIHAX HHIEHIEB.

[MoTtpsicenHass KopTHU OTKa3kIBaach BEPUTH, UTO €€ OTEI] MEPTB.
Teneps Capa u KopTHU gepxkanuck BMeCTe, CBI3aHHEIE 0011e Geqoi.

I'maBa 6

— A BoT u eme oguH, Yapnu. Iloxoxe, onsaTh HaMedaeTCsd nepecTpenka. Kak TH monaraelmib?
Yapinu CIoHya KOMOK Tabaka ¥ B3TJISHYI Ha IIeAIIero o yiaulle He3HaKoMIIa.
— Ouenb MoxeT ObITh, CHab. B ropogke yxke ecTh Iapo4yka Takux xe. O4eHb MOXKEeT OBbITh.

CrapuKy OTKMHYIUCH B Kpeciiax. Ha Kprliblle nepen Mara3uHoM Jlapca XoHOIM OHU ITPOBOIUIIN
IIOYTH BCE CBOEe BpeMs, 00CyxKaast Kaxkaoro, KTO ITPOXOAKUII MUMO. ITO OblsIa XOpoIast
HaOmogaTenbHast MO3UIUS — OTCIOfa MMPOCMATPUBAJIACH IJIaBHAS U eIWHCTBEHHAS YJIUIla TOPOOKa B
o0a KOHIIa.

— Kaxk TH mymaels, OH Ipuexall co ctagoM? — crpocuil CHaob.

— JTOT THI He IOX0XK Ha KoB0OO0si, — oTo3Bajncs Yapnau. — Jto Oangut, CHab! Pa3Be 51 He Bumen
0aHIuTOB?

— MHuorue 6aHIUTH CTAHOBATCS KOBOOSIMHU, HO OLIBAET U MHAYE.

— BepHo.

Cuab Buges, yTo Yapiau oCTasCs IPU CBOEM MHEHHH, HO He CTaJl CIIOPHUTh.
— VlHTepecHO, CKOIbKUX Ke OH youmn?

— 4 OBl He CcTal ero CupammBaTh, — OYPKHYJ Yapiu ¥ BOPYT MOJ03PUTEIBLHO IPUILYPUIICS, —
[Torogu-Ka, 3TOT MHe Kak OyOTo 3HaKOM. MoxXkeT, OH ObIBaJl 37IeCh ITPOe3aoM?

— Kaxertcs, Tel npas, Yapnu. [lapy net Ha3an, BepHO?
— CKopee BCEero Tpu-4eThipe.

— Ia, ma, npunoMuHaw. [Ipuiiien mo3mHO HOYBIO, CHSI HOMED B TOCTUHUIIE, HO HEe ocTancs. IToMHIO
ellle, TH CKa3aJ TOTrAa YTO-TO HaCUeT KalpPu30B MOJIOILIX.

Yapnu KUBHYI, OBOJIbHLIM TEM, YTO €ro 3aMeyaHus He 3a0bIBAlOTCS TOOaMU.
— Ho s He MOT'y BCTIOMHHUT®H, IO KaKUM UMEHEM OH 3aperuCTPHUPOBAJICS B TOCTUHUIIE. A THI?

— Kaxertcs, 4T0-TO HHOCTPaHHOe, a?
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— IIa, HO Temephb s BeCh JeHb Oyay MasThCS.

— Ara, 0oX0XKe, OH OISTh HAIPaBJIsSETCS B TOCTUHUILY, — cKa3an CHal, Kora He3HaKoMell
OCTaHOBUII CBOIO JIOLIaAb. — MOXKET, 3aiiieM Ty[a ¥ 3arjisiHeM B KHUTY PErdCTPaluu?

— He cettuac, CHab, — octaHoBun ero Yapnau. — Muccuc AKKepMaH BHICTABUT HaC OTTYZA.

— He mouu mitansl, Yapnu! BegbMma, HaBepHOe, €llle He BCTaa C moctenu. A mucc KopTHU He CTaHeT
BO3paXKaTh, €CJIA Mbl UyTh-4yTh IIOCUOUM B BeCTHOIONIe U 3arITHEM B KHUTY.

— «He mouwm mTaHb»! — 00uzkeHHO moBTOpUI Yapnu. — [la OH HaBepHSIKa U3MEHUI UMS — OHU BCE
TakK [eJlaloT, — I03TOMY S BCe paBHO HUYETO0 He y3Hato. Ho ecnu Tebe Tak yXK X04eTCs IOCIyIIaTh
BOIIJIX 3TOX CTEPBBI, Ha KOTOPOU KeHuicd ['appu, Torma 0TOPBU CBOIO 3aJHUITY U IOIIIHK!

Jlerkas ymeiOKa urpaja Ha ryoax y KopTHu, Korfga oHa 3aKphbiBajla IBEPb B TOCTEBYIO CIAJIbHIO, I'Tie
TOJIKO UTO 3aKOoHYMsa yoopKy. OHa Hallla TaM ra3eTy. B Pokmu He OBIJIO CBOEM ra3eThl, 1 HOBOCTH O
BHEIIITHEM MUpPe OHY Y3HaBaJld M3 Pa3rOBOPOB MIPUE3KUX WU U3 Ta3eT, OCTABIEeHHBIX KIHEeHTaMu
TOCTHHHUIIEL. B ropogke raseTsl eHUINCH TaK ke, Kak ¥ KHUTH. Capa cobupasna ux, HO HUKOTa He
[laBajia YuTaTh, U KOPTHU BCEerga cTapajach IePBOM HAUTHU UX.

OHa crpsiTaja ra3eTy oM KUy TPSI3HBIX MPOCTHHEH, KOTOPEIE el MPeICTOs IO TepecTHPaTh, U
TIOIIJIA K JIECTHUIIE, COOMPAsiCh 3aHECTH ra3eTy K cebe B KOMHATY IEPeN TeM, KakK 3aHAThCS CTUPKOHM.

3aMeTUB OXKUOAaBIIEr0 BHU3Y HE3HAKOMIla, KOpTHM OCTaHOBUJIaCh U yCTaBUJIaCh Ha HETO. YKOPIS
ce0s1 3a 9TO, IEBYIIKa BCe Xe He MOTJjla OTBECTH OT Hero I1a3. M ¢ yero sTo He3HaKOMeIl TaK CAJIbHO
3auHTepecoBal ee? Pansblie ¢ KOpTHY TaKOro He CIy4asnocsk.

OHa cpa3sy 3aMeTuIa ero IPsIMyI0 0CAaHKY, BLICOKUYM POCT U XYHOOU SICTPeOUHBIHM TPOGUIb, KOTOPHIT
IIpOU3BeJ Ha Hee 0co0oe BreyaTieHue. Heanakomer OB Ha peIKOCTh KpacUB — 3TO HE OCTaBIISIIO
comHeHui. OH BBI3HIBAJI OIIYyI[eHNE YET0-TO TEMHOTO: YepHbIe OPIOKHU U XKueT, OpoH30Bas K0Xa,
BOJIOCHI KaK BOPOHOBO KPHIIO ITafaid IPSIMBIMU IPSASMY, eBa MPUKpPhIBad yiu. [laxe cepas
pyOalllka 1 IeHHbIH IaTOK Ka3aIuCh TEMHBIMH.

Boiigs B TOCTHHUIYY, MYKYKHA He CHSIJI IIXPOKOIIOJION IIJISIIEL, HO Ha €ro carorax He ObUIO mmmop. U
3T0 ToxKe yauBuiio Koptuu. CemenbHbIE CYMKH, IepeOpoIIeHHbEe Yepe3 1640, II03BOJISIIN
IIPEe[NoJIOKKUTh, YTO OH IMPHEeXasl B TOPOJ Ha jomany, a KopTHHU elre He BUela YeI0BeKa, KOTOPBIH
e31uI1 OB Ha JIoIramu 6e3 IImop.

TyT oHa pa3rnsigena Ha HeM [IBOMHbIE PEMHHU, a 9TO 3HAYMUJIO, YTO Ha ITpaBoM Oeape y HEero BUCUT
peBonbBep. UTo XK TyT Takoro? Ha 3aname MHOTMEe MyKUYMHEL HOCAT opyxue. Ho, ringaasd Ha aToro
yenioBeKa, KOpTHU fyMasa, 4YTO OH BOOPYKUJICA He TOJIBKO [JIs1 CAMO3aIlUTHL.

Kopthu He miobua 6aHAUTOB, TOYEMY-TO TBEPMIO YBEPEHHHIX B CBOEel Oe3HaKa3aHHOCTU. OHU
TOBOPHJIY U [ejajid Bce, YTO XoTenu. He MHOTHE 0CMeIuBaIiCh UM IIPEKOCIOBUTE, 605SICh HAPBATHCS
Ha M.

Kak HY CTpaHHO, B TAKOW MaJIeHbKUI TOPOAMIIKO, KaK POKIM, OaHOUTEI HaBEILIBAIKCEH CIIUIIKOM
YacTo. 3a MOCIeqHue TOOH 371eCh OBITIO Ie/IbIX ABe mepecTpenku. Kosbou mpoesxkanu Pokmu mo myTu
B I¥WKKe KOBOOWCKMe Topoaku — A6unuH u HpioTOH, rme coOuparscs pasHbii copon. B crnenyroiem
rogy YUUHUTO TOXKe MPEACTOsJIO CTaTh KOPOBBUM T'OPOIKOM, @ BEb OH HAaXOIUJICS BCETO B HECKOIBKUX
MuUIsax oT Poknu, u KopTHU HEBeceso IyMaja O TOM, YTO CIUIOIIHOMY IIOTOKY TPAH3UTHHIX MPHUE3KUX
HUKOTHa He OyfeT KOHIA.
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[Tockoneky KopTHU paGoTasna B efMHCTBEHHOU 3[[eCh TOCTUHUIIE, €l He yIaBasiock n3berathb
obmenus ¢ 6angutamu. OOUH YyTh HEe U3HACUIIOBAN ee, APyTHe JIe3Nu ¢ nouenysiMu. CKONMbKO pas
KopTHM pUX0OUIOCh OTPAXKaTh WX HATJIBIE JOMOTaTeIbCTBA, OTOUBATLCS OT IIPeCIeqoBaHuUH,
BHICJIyIIMBaTh HEIPUCTOUHEIE Ipenioxenus! [1o 9Tol IpuyrHe OHa pBajiach yexaTh u3 POKiIu u He
XOTeJla BEIXOIUTh 3aMyK 3a MECTHOTO MYXKYHMHY, XOTs 3T0 ©30aBuio Obl ee OT pabOTHl B TOCTHHUIIE,
raoe KopTHu ¢ yTpa 10 Beuepa NpUCIyXKuBaja KakK IIpocTasi TOpHUYHAS.

PacnucaBImucek B KHUTE PETUCTPAlXY, HE3HAKOMEI [TOJI0KUII PYUKY. B Ty ke cekyunny Koptau
TIOBEPHYJIACh ¥ MOCIEIINIIa 10 KOPUAOPY K YEePHOI JTIECTHUIIE, BHIXOAUBILIEH MTPSMO Ha ymully. Eit He
XOTEJIOCh 3aXOUTh B TOCTUHUILY Yepe3 KYyXHIO, TIe OHa MOTIJla HaTKHYThCs Ha Capy. Ta HaBepHSKa
crasna Ovl OpaHUTh €€ 3a TO, YTO OHa Ipa3fHo maTtaeTcs. [ToaTomy KopTHu pemma 060iTH
TOCTUHHUILY KPYTOM ¥ BOWTH 4epe3 MmapagHyio ABepb. Ho OHa choemaeT 3TO TOIBKO MOCTIE TOT0, Kak
HEe3HaKOMeI] IOMHUMETCS B CBOIO KOMHATY.

KopTHU 1 cama He IOHMMasa, I04YeMy TakK He X04eT IomnafgaThCd eMy Ha Iria3a. [1eno, KOHeYHO, He B
ee CTapeHbKOM IIJIaThe M pacTpelnaHHBIX Bojiocax. He Bce 11 paBHO, YTO OH O Hed nogymaeT? Moxer,
OH TIpHeXasl BCero Ha OOHY HOYb, KaK O0IBIIMHCTBO OPOAsAT. A TOTOM OHa ero 60Jbille HUKOTIa He
YBU[IUT.

KopThu, mpurnbasich Mo OKHaM¥ CTOJIOBOM, OCTOPOKHO ITPOKPA/IbIBaach K IBEPH, COBEPIIEHHO
3a0BIB TIPO Y3€eJ C TPSI3HBEIM 6e/lbeM, KOTOPHIH TaK U OCTAJICS Y Hee B pyKax. Eif X0Tenock TOIBKO
no6paThCs IO CBOeH KOMHATHI, CIIPSITATh ra3eTy ¥ BEPHYTHCS K paboTe.

C ymuusl Yapnu u CHa0 Habmiofany 3a CTpaHHBIMY MaHEBpaMU OEBYLIKU. YTO 9TO C HEH, 4epT
Bo3bMu? [ToyeMy OHa yKpagKoH 3aryisiibiBaeT B TapafiHyi0 OIBEPh, BMECTO TOTO YTOOHI POCTO
OTKPHITH €€, a IIOTOM BAPYT IPUKUMAETCSI CIIUHOM K CTEHe, CJIIOBHO IIPSYETCS OT KOTO-TO?

B 3TOT MOMEHT [IBeph IIMPOKO PacClaxHy/ach ¥ Ha ITOPOre MOSBUIICS He3HaKoMell. PemuTebHEIM
IIIarOM OH CITYCTHJICSI C KPBIJIbIla ¥ HAMIPABUIICS K CBOEM JIOIIAMAX. 3arjIsieBIINCh Ha FaHTCTePa,
CTapUKHU He 3aMeTuny, Kak KoOpTHY MOTUXOHBKY IOPKHYIa B rocTuHUIy. Hakonens CHab yBumesn, 4To
ee HerT.

— YTo BCE 9TO 3HAYUT?

Yapmu cMOTpes1, KaK He3HAaKOMeI] BeJl CBOIO JIOIIAgb B KOHIOIIHIO.
— TwI 0 yeMm?

— IToxoxke, Mucc KOpTHYU MPSYETCS OT 3TOTO MapPHS.

— Hy v npaBunbHO fgenaeT, 4epT BO3bMU! BCIOMHHM, YTO CIIyYUJIOCH C TEM IPECTYITHUKOM,
[Tonmukatom [Tapkepom. 3abpacs B ee KOMHATY U 0 CMEPTHU HaIyTall OeBYLUIKY CBOUMU IbSHBIMU
npucTtaBaHusMu. He 3Hato, 4eM Obl KOHUUIIOCH 1eno, eciiu 6 [appu He yCIbIIan ee KPUKY U He
CXBATUJI CBOM OPOOOBUK. A IOTOM TOT IPUAYPOK-KOBOOMU, YTO MBITAJICS IIPSIMO Ha YJIUIle CXBATUTH €e.
OHa Torfia CUNIBLHO NIOMIBEPHYJIA JIONLIXKKY, VIIaB C ero Jomanu. A ToT...

— Jla mapmHO, He mpopoiKai, Yapsnu, s ¥ Tak IPeKpacHO 3HAI0, YTO €M He CIagKo MPUXOAUTCS B 9TOM
ropopke. BuguMo, 9TOro mapHs OHa TOXKe COYJia OMACHEIM, BOT U MPSYETCS OT HETo.

— Bo3moxkHO0. Ho Kora 9To 0OHa BHIXO[UIIa U3 TOCTHHUITE TOJIBKO Pafyl TOTO, YTOOBI CIIPSATATHCS OT
MYXKYUHBI? ThI TOMHUIIE TaKOE?

— TToxany#, HeT.
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— 3HAay4uT, OH ee 3aMHTEpPeCoBall.

— Yepr nobepu, Yapsu, YTO TH MeJelb!

— A 4TO TyT TakKOro? — ycmexuysncs Yapmu.

— Ho... { nymarn, ona cobupaetcs 3amMmyx 3a Puna Taiinopa.

— Jroro xoueT ee Mayexa. Ho Martu KaiiTc ckasana, 4To Pun HpaButcs mucc KoptHu He Goblile,
yeM [10UKIT.

KoptHu, nepen TeMm Kak y6exkaTth K cebe B KOMHATY, OLICTPO 3arjisHysla B KHUTY perucrpauuu. Ero
3Basi YaHmoc. bospine HU4ero — TOJILKO UMS.

['maBa 7

— IMoTopomucs, moxanyicTta, KopTHY, 5 He HaMepeHa KOaTh eIkl IeHb. TH elle obellana IoOMoYb
MHe BEIOpaTh MaTepHaJl OJisi HOBOTO IIIaThs.

KoptHu obepHynach 4epes muedo Ha MaTTtu KaiTc, cuaeBiIyio Ha IepeBepHyTOM O0YOHKE IS
CTUPKH, U QBIPKHYTIA:

— Ecnu YK TBHI TaK TOPOIIUIOBCA, UOU CIOOAd X IIOMOTY MHE PA3BECHUTH ITPOCTHIHU.

— To1 yTo, myTHLL? [la MeHa foMa XkpeT ctupka! A y I[lupca Takue Tsaxensle mradsl! Het, MHEe Hafo
npubepeudb cunbl. Ecnu g HauHy paboTaTh ceryac, TO y MEHSI PYKM OTCOXHYT. M 3a4ueM TOIBKO S
BHIIIJIA 3aMyXK 3a TaKOTO 3[[0POBEHHOT0 MYXKHUKa?

— MoxkeT, IOTOMY YTO JI00UIIE ero? — ycMexHynach KopTHu.
— Bo3MoxHO0, — 0TO3Bajiack MaTTHu.

MatTu Kalitc Oblsla Ha pegKOCTh IPOTUBOpeYrBa. MaseHbKas ronyoornasas 0J10HOUHKA, 0OBIYHO
IPUBETINBas ¥ 00MKasi, MHOTMA BAPYT 3aMbIKajlach U yxonuia B cebs. [Ipu Bcelt Kaxyuiencs
HE3aBHCHUMOCTH, a TIOPOY ¥ TAaKOM XKe BIaCTHOCTH, KakK y Capkl, B IIy0uHe ee OYIIH TauIuCh
HEYBEPEHHOCTh ¥ COMHEHUS, 0 KOTOPHIX 3HA/IM JIUIID ee OuKauie moapyru. Koptau Ovlna omHON
13 HUX.

MartTu TBepao Bepusia, YTO XKU3Hb JaeT YeJIOBEKY TO, YTO OH CaM BJIOXKHUJI B Hee, U YTO KaXKIBIN
BOJIeH BeCTH ce0si 1o co6CTBeHHOMY pa3yMeHni0. OHa YaCTeHBKO IoBTOpsiia: «Ecnu caM o cebe He
[103a00THUIIILCS, TO HUKTO 0 TeOe He 103a00TUTCI».

MatTTu TUYHEIM TPUMEPOM MNOKa3ajla CIIpaBeJIuBOCTh CBOEH (HUI0CO(UH, TPEOI0IeB
HEPEIINTETFHOCTD U 3aBoeBaB [Tupca KaiiTca mBa roma Ha3aj, KOT[a OH, KAK ¥ MHOTHE [IPYyTHE,
npuymapsn 3a Koptau.

MaTTu HUKOTa He fiepKaJsia 3/ia Ha IMOAPYTY 3a TO, YTO Ta KOrfa-To HpaBuiachk Ilupcy. OHa
MCKPEeHHE PaioBajiach YyJeCHOMY IIpeBpalleHui0 KopTHY U3 ragkoro yTeHKa B MpeKpacHoro nebemnst
¥ Haxonuia 3a6aBHBIM, YTO MYXKYHMHEI, ITPeXK e IOUYTH He 3aMedaBinre KOpTHHU, Terephb U3 KOXKHU BOH
JIe37TH, CTapasiCh 3aBOEBaTh €€ PacIooXKeHue.

Wuorga Mattu gymana o KopTHu Kak 0 cOOCTBEHHOM TBOpeHuu. KOHeUHO, He 0 ee KpacoTe, KOTopas
cTaja ropasfo 3aMeTHee, Korma KopTHE noppocia Ha HECKOJIBKO IIOMMOB, a TsxXkenas paboTa
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COTHaJa C ee TeJjla 0OCTaTKM AeTCKOro xkupka. Ho KopTHu yxke He OblJla TaKOW 3aCTEHUUBOU U
IyTJIMBOM, KaK paHbllle, ¥ yKe He CUMTaia yoaphl CyObObl 3aCTy>KEHHOU Kapoil. ITU epeMeHb
BHeCJIa caMa XW3Hb, HO MaTTu pafgoBajach, 4TO U OHA HafeNusia IOAPYTY TOJIUMKOU CMEJIOCTH.

KopTHu Temeps faxe Bo3paxana Cape — He BCerfa, HO ropa3fo yalle, 4eM paHsbire. [Jaxke MaTTu
He yIaBaJIoCh COBJIAfaTh C IMOAPYroH, n6o KopTHY HauWHala IOHUMAaTh, KAKHM MY2KEeCTBOM
Harpajuia ee IPUPOMa.

KopTHu nocTaBuia MyCcTyi0 KOP3UHY A7 OeJibs B KOPHITO PSfoOM ¢ MaTTy.
— Hy, mucc Heteprienue, noipem!
— MoxeT, Bce-TaKyl IepeOfeHembCs U IPUYeIebCs ?

KOpTHI/I IOTAHYJIA 3a JIEHTY, KOTOPad CTATHBAJIa €€ NJIMHHBIEe KallITaAHOBEIE BOJIOCHI, ¥ ITPUTJIaAWIIA
CBOH JIOKOHEI.

— Bort tak! MatTu 3acMmesnace:

— Ia, moxarnyi, Te0e HEe CTOUT ITePeoNeBaThCsI — TBOU CTAphIe IJIAaThs BCE PABHO CMOTPSITCS JTyYIIIe,
YyeM MOU CaMble HapsHbIe CUTIIEBHIE.

[ITexu KopTHY crieTKa MOpPO30Beiy, HO OHa OTBEPHYJIack, YT0OL MaTTu 3TOT0 He 3aMeTuna. OHa [0
CUX TIOp HOCHIIA TINIaThs, KYIJIEHHEIE YETHIPE T'ofla Ha3afl, KOTfla OHa BIIEPBHIE NTpHUexana B Pokmu. OTu
IIJIaThS TaBHO OBUIM HE II0 HeW, [la ¥ CBETJIO-IIaCTeJIbHEIE IIBEeTa OOJIbIIE IMOMOIUIN Obl IEeBOUYKAM
momafIne. XopoIo, 9YTO CTapas ofexk[a ellle Hajie3ajla Ha Hee. HeKOTOpHIe IITaThs el MPUIIIIOCh
VIOJUHUTD, HO 3TO HE UMeJIO 3HaUYeHus.

U Bce Xe cTapas ogexna KopTHU U3 1IeNiKa ¥ MyCJIMHA, KPelaelnHa ¥ MoXepa, BOPOTHUYKY U3
TOHKOTO KpPy2KeBa, Quiio, 6acku, maxe JETHUE W 3UMHUE MTeJIePUHKU U3 ITPEBOCXOMHOT0 OGapxaTa
Oblmy OUKOBUHKOM B Poknu. KopTHu He mioOuna BeOensaThcsi. Ha Hee u 6e3 Toro obparanu
BHUMaHHE.

Korga monopoii Ky3Hell Puuapp coenan el nmpenioxeHue, KopTHY Tak ynuBuUiIack ¥ 00pagoBajach,
YTO YyTh HEe KMHYJIach K HeMy B 00bsATUs. ENl coenany mpeaioxkeHne — caMoe HacTosIIee, Kak U
nmosoxkeHo! OHa yXK gyMaja, YTO HUKOT[a He AoXKOeTcs 9Toro. Ho oka3anock, 4TO Ky3HeLy IIPOCTO
HyXkHa keHa. OH He mobun KoptHu. OHa ToxXe He mobuia ero, Kak He mobuna u [Ixkyma Baiikepa,
Bunnu u ITupca — BceX, KTO XOTeJ XKEeHUTHCS Ha Hell. A yxK TeM 6onee Puma Taiinopa, KOTOPHIi
ceiiyac JOMOrajcs ee ¥ CYUTall CBOIO o0ey MpefpelieHHOM.

— MartTH, TH CIbIlIaNa Korga-Hubyas o Muctepe Yanpoce?

KOpTHI/I BCIBIXHYJIA, CaMa YOUBUBIIIKCE CBOEMY BOIIPOCY. Oun HallIpaBJIAIHUCE K TOCTUHHUIIE, MatTt
3aJyM4YXUBO OTBETHIIA:

— TpynHO cka3athk. [T0X0Xe Ha UMS U3 TBOUX YPOKOB UCTOPKUU. MOXKeT, TaK 3Bajid OJHOTO U3
OPEBHUX PHIIIAPEN, 0 KOTOPHIX THl MHE pacCKa3biBajia?

— Jla, 3BY4YHUT IIOX0XKE.
— EIe B HEM CIIBIIIIUTCS YTO-TO UCIIAHCKOE. A TI04eMy ThI CIIpallliBaelllb?

— ITa mpocTo Tak, — moxarna miedamu KopTHu.
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— Hy-ka BBIK/TaABIBAM, T THI CIIBIIIANA 9TO UMSI, — moTpeboBasa MaTTu.

— CeropHs yTpOM OH OCTaHOBWJICS B Halllel rocTunuie. Y g mogymarna, He 3HaeIlb U TH Y€To-
HUOYOb IPO HETO.

— Eme onun 6auouT, ma?
— IToxoxe, Tak.

— Yro X, ecnu oH moxkunou, cpocu y Yapnu u CHaba. ViM u3BecTHHE Bce 6aHAUTHL. A YK OHU-TO
JII00SIT MOCIJIETHUYAT.

— Ou He noxwumnou. EMy neT nBagnaTh OATh WIN OBaALATh IIECTS.

— Torma onu Bpsn v ero 3HawT. Ho ecniu Tebe MHTEPECHO, CKOJIBKUX JIIOHEN OH YOuI...
— MartTu! MHe coBCceM He UHTEPECHO 3HATh TAKUe BelllH.

— Ia? Torga 4To e TH X0Yelllb YC/IBIIIATh?

— Jla anyero. CoBceM HUAYETO.

— Hy Tak 3a4yeM xke chpalnmBaels 0 HeM? — Yepes3 CeKyHAy OHa IIenHyJa:

— JT10 0H?

Ceppue KopTHU OATIIPEITHYJIO, HO OHA TOTYAC yCIoKounack. Ha gpyroi CTOpoOHe yIUIlEl, Iepex
casiyHoM Pupia, CTOSIJI, TPUCIOHUBIIKCH K HOHAPHOMY CTONOY, OOMH U3 ABYX OaHOUTOB, HENABHO
IIpUeXaBIINX B TOPOIOK.

— Her, ato [Ixum Yopa, — o6bsicauna Koptau. — OH SIBUJICS Clofla BYepa elrle ¢ OMHUM TUIIOM.

— IIxuMm Yopn? BoT 5TO uMs MHe OIpenesieHHo 3HakKoMo! KaxeTcs, 1 BUAena ero Ha OMHOM U3 TeX
n1akaToB «Pa3bICKUBAIOTCS», KOTOpPhle [[MKWii BUIII IpuCkian B MPOIIIOM Toay 13 AGunnHa.

KopTHu moxarna mine4amu.

— He nmonumaro, 3aueM mepud XuYKOK IPUCHIIAET HaM 3TH IUIAKaTHL. Y HAC 2Ke HUKOTIa He OBII0
ropogckoro mepuda. — B Poknu He HaIIoCh XKeNaloluX 3aHATh 9TOT IIOCT, @ IOTOMY IPECTYIIHUKHI
€3[IUJI1 Yepe3 TOPOMOK, He omacasch, 4To Ux noumarwT. — [TomyMaernrs, pa3sickuBaeTcs! KTo B Poknu
ero apectyet?

— Bepno, — cornacunack MaTT, — HO 110 3TUM IIJIaKaTaM X0Ts OBl MOXKHO y3HaTh, OT KOTO Hafio
[epXKaThCs IOJablIle.

— 4 cTapaioch gepKaThCs MOfaibille OT HUX BCeX, — 3aMeTusa KOpTHHU, MOeXKUBIIKCE.

— KoneuHo, HO Beqb TH IOHUMaeIhb, ecyiu Ovl [appu 3Hau, uTo ITomukaT ITapkep B PO3LICKE, OH OB
IIPUCTPEJIUII €T0, a He IPOCTO BEITHAJ U3 TOPOfa.

KOpTHI/I He XO0TeJIla BCIIOMHHATE O TOM CiIy4dae.

— He Hapmo 06 aTom! Capa HECKOIBKO MecCsilleB pBajla U MeTasla, y3HaB O Harpajie B THICSIUY
[0JI7IapOB, KOTOPYIO KTO-TO IMOIy4Yus1 B X91c-CUTH 3a 3TOTO IOAJIela.
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MartTHu 3acMmesisnach:
— Capa Bcerjga pBeT 1 MeUeT, 9TO ee 00BIYHOE COCTOSTHHE.

[ eByIIKY Iepeluiy Yepes yIully, Hagesach YKPHIThCS OT KapKOTo CONHIA. JIeTo yKe 3aKaHYMBAJIOCh,
Ho KaH3ac, moxoxe, He 3Has 00 9ToM. KopTHY HeyacTo GbIBasia Ha COJIHIIE — TOJIBKO KOTfa
pasBelInBasa Bo IBOpe OeJibe Mociie CTUPKY, HO KaXKoe JIETO ee KOxKa IMOKPhIBaIach JTETKUM
30JIOTUCTHIM 3aTrapoM, ¥ 3TO ef OYeHb IIIO.

[Togpyru Bowu B Mara3uH Jlapca XaHOu, U X035uH yIeIOHYICS uM. Ceftyac oH o6cmyxuBan bepHu
Bukcnepa, KOTOpbI KUBHYJ IeByIIKaM. YeThpe OPYTUX IIOCETUTENIS CIIOHSIUCH [I0 Mara3uHy, SBHO
HUKyMa He CIelrIa.

Y XaHanu npopaBaiock BCe 4TO gyile yrogHo. OH He TOProBasl TOIbKO MSICOM, HO 3UHT XOAXKeC,
OBIBIINIT OXOTHUK Ha OM30HOB, OTKPHLII IT0 COCEICTBY MSICHYIO JIaBKY. B mepegHeM yriiy MarasuHa
X3HOIM MOXKHO OBITIO Jaxe MOOPUTHCS U MTOCTPUYBLCS, a KOJIM MIPUIIPET, TO U BHIIEPHYTH 3y0 C
nomoInbio 'ekTopa MBaHca. [lapukMaxep apeHpmoBan y Jlapca B Mara3uHe 3TOT HeGOIbIION YTOJIOK,
ITOCKOJIBKY COMHEBAJICSI, 0CTaBaThCS JIX B POKIHM, 1 He XKeJlal TPAaTUTh DEHBI'M Ha ITOCTPOUKY
COOCTBEHHOTO 3aBEEHUS.

MarTu nopTonkHyna KopTHY K cTeHe, Ha KOTOPOM BUCENU CTaphle ITakaThl «Pa3bICKUBAIOTCS».

— BoH, Bugumb? — npocusna Mattu. — «Harpaga B TpucTa goii1apoB 3a [xkKuMma Yopaa,
00BUHSIEMOT0 B YOHIICTBE, BOOPYKEHHOM I'pabexke M IIPOYUX MHOTOYKCIIEHHBIX TPECTYIIIEHUIX B
Hero-Mexuko».

KopTHY BHUMaTENBHO pacCMOTpesia IJIaKaT U KapaHAAIIHbIM PUCYHOK MyXK4uHEL. OH U B caMOM fiejie
noxopnui Ha [Ixxuma Yoppaa, KOTOPBIM OCTAHOBUJICSA Y HUX B TOCTUHUIIE.

— 3pech CKa3aHO: «Pa3bICKMBaeTCS XKUBOW UJIA MEPTBHIN». 3a4eM OHU TaK NUIIyT, MaTtTu? 3710 XKe
IIOJICTPEKATEeNTbCTBO K YOUMCTBY!

— VM mpuxomuTCst TaK MUCATh, MHAYE HUKTO HE CTAHEeT JIOBUTD IMIPECTYIIHUKOB. HeyxXemnu Th
IyMaelllb, YTO KTO-TO 3aX04eT CBSI3HIBATHCS C TAKMMH KPYTHIMU MTAPHSIMU, 3Has, YTO UX HEJIb3S
yb6uBaTh? ITO ke 60prba, ¥ eCyu ImpeciiefoBaTesb He yObeT 6aHAKUTa, TOT YObET ero. A ofoneB
OaHaMTa, OH MONIY4YUT Harpamy. Ha ogHOro mpecTynHuKa OymeT MeHbIlle, 1 YeCTHHIM JIIOMISIM CTAHeT
CTIIOKOWHee XUTb. HeyKenu Thl X04ellb, YTOOR UX HE TPOTasu?

— Hert, koHeyHo. — KOpTHU B3[I0XHYJa: BeCKHe apryMeHTH MaTTu yoegumnu ee. — IIpocTo Bce 3TO
O4YeHb XKeCTOKO.

— Tl CTUIIKOM YK MATKOCEPHeYHa, — cKa3asa Martu. — Ho TH Xe He CTaHeIlb YTBEPKAATh, OyATO
kaneemb, 9yTo [lonmukara [Tapkepa youmu?

— Her.

— Hy Bot, a oHu Bce Takue, Kak [Tonukat, KopTHu. [I71g BCcex HaC yulile, YTOOb OHU OBIJTM MEPTBHIL.
— Jla... HaBepHOe, THI IIpaBa, MaTTu. MaTT yCMeXHyIach:

— Trl HeucnpaBuMa, Koptau Xoprc! Thl moxanena OB ¥ Trafioky!

KopTHU nOKayasa rojioBou:

IT0 TUKOE cepaie 22 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

— T'agroky? Hy yx HeT!

— JlagHo, — MaTTu moxJjiomnarna IIo IjakKaTy, — 3TOT gypak Mor Obl 10 KpaliHell Mepe CMEHUTH cebe
MMS$I, €CIIU YK KPYTrOM pa3BellaHbl er0 MOPTPETHI.

— A MoxXeT, MHEe HPaBUTCS Moe uMsi? [[eBYIIKH, B3APOTHYB, 00€PHYIKUCH U YBUAEH IIPSIMO TIepef
co0oii [I>kuMa Yopaa — XyIoILaBoTo, CPeIHEro pocTa, ¢ 6/IM3KO0 MOCAXKEHHEIMH TJIa3aMH,
KPIOYKOBATHIM HOCOM ¥ MJIMHHHIMM HEPOBHBIMHU ycamu. OH COPBAJI CO CTEHHI IJTaKaT, CKOMKAJI ero,
CYHYJI B 3agHUH KapMaH, a 3aTeM BIIepUJICS B MaTTH XOJIOOHEIMU CePLIMHU I'Ta3aMu. Ee KpacHopeuue
TOTYAC UCCSAKI0. KopTHHU He cpaldy oOpesa map pedwu:

— OnHa HMYero Takoro He XOTejla CKa3aTh, MUCTED YOpA.

— A MOXeT, MHe He HpaBUTCS, KOTla MEHs Ha3bIBAOT JypakoM?

— Bel x0TUTE MEHS 3aCTPeIUTh? — HACMELIIUBO Clipocusia MaTTu, BHe3allHO OCMEJIEB.
B rna3ax y KopTHE oTEMHEO, @ KOJIEHU [TOTKOCUIIUCE.

— Hennoxas ugesi, — 37100HO OTBETHUI YOP{I.

— Oii-31! — BocknukHyN Jlape XoHAnu. — MHe He Hy>KHBI HEIPUATHOCTU B Mara3uHe!

— Torma cTo¥ rae CTOMIIb, CTapUK, — CYPOBO IIpuKa3ain Yopx, u Jlape 3amomnyan. — f caMm pa3bepych
¢ mucc [InuHHbN A3bIK. — Jlape 6pocun B3T/IsA Ha BUHTOBKY, KOTOPYIO AepaKaJl II0f] TPUJIaBKOM, HO
He [OTSHYJICSA 3a Hel.

Bce 3amepnu, B Mara3uHe Bollapujiach MepTBas TullimHa. Yapnu 1 CHa0 IPUIIIX cpa3y XKe Iociie
Yoppa u Temeps cUpeny B yriIy IapuKMaxepa, HacllaXkaasch CIIeKTaKIIEM.

[ekTop, MOOPUB KJIMEHTa, 3aMETHUJI, YTO ¥ HETO ApoXKaT PyKH. Ero moceTuTesnsb BHTED C IHIla
MEBITBHYIO TIEHY, HO OCTAJICSI B KPECye, MojT4ya CIeds 3a pa3BUTHEM COOBITHH.

KopTHu enBa coepxkuBana ciesbl. boxe, Bcero HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3aJl OHa KaJjlejla 9TOr0 4eJI0BeKa,
KOTOPOTO MOTJIX B J1I060% MOMEHT IIPUCTPETUTH!

— MartTtu! — OHa cTapanach TOBOPUThL TBeEpHO. — IloimeM, MatTu!

— 9, HeT! — BOCKJIMKHY [I)KUM, yXBaTUB MaTTu 3a KOCY ¥ PBaHYB ee Ha cebsi. — [[IMHHBIN A3bIK
HUKYIa He TIOU[ET, 0Ka He TOMPOCUT Y MEeHS IPOIIeHKs. A TIOTOM MH IIOTOJIKyeM € TOGOH,
munamka. Hy? — obpaTtuncs oH K MaTTH.

['ma3a meByLIKY BCIBIXHYIU OT 'HeBa. Y KOPTHU IIepeXBaTUIO JbIXaHUE.
— WI3BUHUTE, — HAKOHEIl TUX0 MPOroBopuiaa MarTTu.
— I'pomue!

— W3BuHUTE! — cepauTo KPUKHYJa oHa. [locMeuBasich, [IkuM Yopn BemycTun ee. Ero 61u3ko
IocaxkeHHBIE I'Jla3a yCTaBUIUCh Teleph Ha KopTHu.

— IMocnymai, Munaika, nouemMy Ol Tebe He TIOWTH CO MHOM KyHa-HUOY/b, I'Mle MBI MOTJIA OBl
[I03HAKOMUTLCS mobsuzke? S momokui Ha TeOs r1a3, Kak TOJIBKO...
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— Het! — Brimanuna Koptau.
— Het? — Ero rna3sa cy3unucs. — Thl MHE OTKa3bIBaellb?

— MHe... MHe Hafj0 B rocTuHuLy, Muctep Yopa. [lansusl Yopaa [IOIOJI3NIN 10 €€ pyKe U KPelKo
COMKHYJIUCh YyTh BHIIIE JIOKTS.

— Iloxoxke, THI IJI0XO0 MMOHSJIAa MEHS, MUJIAIIKa. f cKa3all, 4TO HaM Hafo mobnmuxe IIO3HAKOMMTECS, U
3HA4YUT, TaK OHO U €CTh.

— IMoxarnyiicTa... He Hago! — 3akpuydana KopTHH, Kor[ia OH IOBOJIOK ee U3 MarasuHa, He obpaiias
BHUMaHHUS Ha ee KPUKH.

— Otnyctu ee, Yopa!
— Yro?! — JIK¥UM, OCTAHOBUBIINCH, 0OEPHYJICS: HE OCJIBIIIAICS JIA OH?
— 4 He oBTOPSAIO ABaXOEL. [IXuM, fepxa KopTHu, ornsapgbiBancsa. HakoHeI[ OH yBUEsI TOBOPUBILETO.

— BriGupait omHO U3 ABYX, YopH, — HEOpeKHO 3aMeTHU/I MyXK4iHA. — ThI YXOOUIITL WU MBI
ctpensemMcs. Pemali 6pIcTpee — y MeHSI Majio BpeMeHu!

IxuM Yopp otnyctui KOPTHU U OTSAHYJICA 3a PEBOJIbBEPOM.

B cnepmytortyio ceKyHy OH GbIT MEPTB.

['maBa 8

KoptHu 3acTaBinsina ce0st ;ymMaTh O MPUSTHHIX Benlax. OHa BCIIOMHMIIA, KaK BIIEPBLIE CeJla Ha JIoLIaghb

6e3 maMCKoOro cefjia: Kak OHa MCITyTrajach ¥ BOCXATUIIACh, TIOHSB, YTO €3OUTh TAaK HaMHOTO JIerye.
Kak MartTu yunna ee miaBaTh. Kak oHa B IIepBhIH pa3 cKa3ana Cape, 4TOOB Ta 3aTKHYIaCh:

KOpTHI/I C YOOBOJIECTBHEM BCIIOMHHIIA BEIPAZKEHUE JINIla Ma4YeXH.

Het, Huuero He nomorarsno! Bce paBHO el IBCTBEHHO IPeCTaBNAICs MepTBell. KOpTHY HUKOTIa eIe
He BU[e/la TOKOMHUKOB. [Ipu Hell B POKIM HUKOTO He yOrBany, a Tpymnkl [lutepa u XaipeHa Copens
Ha ¢epme Bpayaspa B TOT IeHb, KOTa ee XKU3Hb TaK CTPAIIHO IepeMeHunach, bepuu bukcnep
IPEeNyCMOTPUTETLHO IPHUKPHLIL.

B marasuHe OHa 6e3y116p}KHO PpEIgaia, IIOKa MaTTi HaKOHEL] He YCIIOKOHJIa €€ U HE OTBEJIa B
TOCTUHHUILY. Ter[epb OHa JIexKaja Ha CBOeH KpPOBATHU C XOJIOMHBIM KOMIIPECCOM Ha J'[6y

— Bor, BEIIEY, TOKANYUCTA.
— Ox, MaTTH, nepecTtanb MeHsI 00XaK1UBaTh!

— Kro-To monmxkeH ke TebOs o0xaxkuBaTh, 0COOEHHO IOCye TOTo, Kak Capa Tebs pa3pyrana, —
BO3pa3uiia MaTTH, BO3MYIIIEHHO CBEPKHYB roiyOrIMu ri1a3amu. — Hy u Harnas xe 6aba! Kak Tonmbko
SI3BIK ¥ Hee MOBEPHYJICS 0OBUHUTHL BO BceM TebsI? YK ecjid KOro M YIIpeKaTh, TaK TOJIBKO MEHSI.

KopTHu npunomHsia KOMIPECC U TOCMOTPeNa Ha moapyry. [la, u3-3a cBoed 3agupuCcTOCTH MaTTu
BEYHO HapHIBAJIaCh HA HEIIPUSATHOCTH.
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— He 3Halo, 4TO Ha MeHS HAIII0, — MATKO CKa3ajla MaTTu, — HO 51 TOPXKYych ToOo#. KopTHu. [IBa
rofa Ha3aj Tkl OBl ITPOCTO XJIOMHYJIAaCh B 0OMOPOK OT CTpaxa. A cedyac Tl 3OPOBO AepKajach C
3TUM IIOOOHKOM!

— {1 mepenyranach 1o cMepTy, MaTTH, — nepebuna ee KopTHu. — A pa3Be T COBCEM He
ucCIyraaach?

— KoHeuHo, ucnyranace, — NprU3Hanach geByllIKa, — HO KOI[la MHe CTPAILHO, g Jie3y Ha PoxkoH. C
3TUM YK HUYEro He nopenaemtb. Hy et xke! 910 6anb3aM Moel MaMbl — OT Bcex Goie3Hel.
Brinbelns — U Bce KaK PyKO# CHUMET.

— Ho s e 6onbHa, MatTH.

— Ilei!

KopTHu BhIIIKIIa TYCTOM OTBAp TPaB, 3aKphlja r'jla3a U OMSTH JIeTa.
— Capa He npaBa, BEPHO?

— Eme Owt! OHa 6ecutcs, 94TO yIycTuia ero. BoT ecnu Ovl OHa y3Hasa 3TOro 6aHAMTa, TO MorJja Okl
ITPOKPACTHCS K HEMY B KOMHATY, IIPUCTPEJIUTD €T0 U MOJTyYUTh TPUCTA HOJIIapOB.

— Yto06rr Capa KOro-To MpUCTPEIunIa?

— A 4TO Takoro? — ycMexHyjaach Martu. — BronHe Mory cebe mpeficTaBUTh, KaK OHa KpPafeTcs
HOYBIO 10 KOPUZOPY C BUHTOBKOM ['appHu...

— Oii, nepectanb, MaTttu! — KopTHU gaBuiach OT CMexa.

— Bor Tak-To nmyuie! Tel yxe cMeembes! Ho ecnu mocMOTpeTh Ha [iefio nHaue, To Tebe 0Be3o,
KopTHHU, — OCTATOK OHS THI MOXKEIL He padoTaTh.

— 3ayeM CMOTPETh Ha 3TO Tak? — ImedasbHO 3aMeTuiia KopTHu.

— IIa nagHo, He Kopu cebs! THl Ke He BUHOBATA, YTO MYKHUKHU TEPSIOT I'OJIOBEI, KaK TOJIBKO TeOs
yBUAST. Y 3TOT Mep3aBell MOJIy4YuI 110 3aciayraM. Tl XKe OTIMYHO 3Haelllb, 4YTo OBl OH ¢ TOOOM chenail,
MOBEOUCH eMY 3aTallUTh TEOS B YKPOMHEBIN YTOJIOK.

Kopthu B3pporuyna. [Ia, oHa 3Hasna. OHa BUea 3TO B ero ria3axX. Hukakue Moab0bl He CIiaciu Obl
ee.

— OH B caMOM feJie Aypak, ecjid gyMaJl, YTO HUKTO ero He OCTaHOBUT, — Ipopoixkana MaTttu. —
XoTs1, MOXKET, U He TaKoH YK Aypak. Eciu Obl He 9TOT He3HaKOMell, HUKTO He 0CTaHOBUII Okl ero. K
TOMY e OH faj Yopay waHc. TOT MOT IIPOCTO YUATH, TaK HET 2Ke — CXBATUIICI 3a peBonbBep. CaM
Hapsascs. — [lomosuas, MaTTu cka3ana:

— Te1 B monry nepepq 3TuM mapHeM, KopTHu. UHTEpECHO, KTO OH TaKOu?
— MucTtep YaHpmoc, — TUXO 0TBeTUIIa KOpPTHHU.

— Ye-ept! — BocknukHyNna MatTu. — Kak Xke 51 caMa He forafganach? boxe, HEyqUBUTENIBHO, UYTO OH
Tebs Tak 3auHTepecoBan! OH OYeHb CUMIIATUYHLIM, ITpaBaa?

— HasepHoe.
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— HaBepHoe? JToT 4esoBek crac Tebs oT mo3opa, Koptau. Tebe Hamo X0Ts O T0OIarogapuTh €ro,
BEMb 3aBTPa YTPOM OH yefeT.

— OH ye3xkaeT? MaTTu KUBHYJIA:

— 4 cnwimana, kak Yapnau co CHaboM pa3roBapuBaiy 0 HeM B BecTuOiosie. OH oBe3eT Teso Yopyaa B
YuuuTo, 4TOORI TOTYYUTh BO3HATPaXKaeHUE.

KopTHu noyyBcTBOBasa ciaboCTs.
— Tebe He mopa gomoit, MaTTu?

— Jlymato, mopa. Xots [Tupc noumMert, modyemy 5 3afepxkKaach, KOrja g eMy BCe paccKaxy. TOJbKO
o0elfaii MHe, TI0XKasyicTa, 4To He OyAelh KNCHYTh BeCh BeUep.

— He O6yny, MatTu, — mooGeirana Koptau. — [Tociie cerofHSIITHETO MHE €l1ile CUJIbHEee 3aX0Te0Ch
BepHYThCA Ha BocTok. Tam He ciydaeTcs Takoe. ITO He [UBUIN3anusi, MaTTu.

MartTu 1acKoBO yIEIOHYIACh:

— TBOU MONBITKY HAUTU TETI0O OKOHUYUIUCh Heygauyeu. Benp ThHI y3Hasa TOJIBKO TO, UYTO OHA YMepJIa.
Tak uTo TebOe He K KOMYy exaTh Ha BocTok, KopTHu.

— Ia, HO Bemb 1 MOTy paboTaTh, MyCTh MaXkKe TaK, KaK MMOCJIeNHUe YeTHpe Tofga, — MHe Bce paBHO. Ho
MHe 37IeCh HEeCIIOKOHHO, MaTTu. Ha 'appu HafieXgel HET, OH He 3aIUTUT MEHS — S [JIS HeTO IOYTH
He CyLIeCTBYI0. MHe HyKHO YyBCTBOBATh cebs B 6e30macHoCTH, U eciu ¢ ['appu u Capoit 3TOro HeT,
3HAYHUT, S JOJIKHA HAWTH CIIOKOHHOE MEeCTO IJIs XKU3HH.

— TbI moemems omHa?

— Het, — yHbBU10 0TBeTUIIa KOpTHY, — OfHA g He Mory. Ho 3Haels, ['ekTop VBaHe nogyMeIBaeT
yexaTh oTciofga. MoxKeT, 110cie CeTOAHSIIHEr0 OH PEIIUT OTIIPaBUTHCS Ha BocTok. d mMorna 65
3aIJIaTUTh €My, YTOOB OH B3s1JT MeHsS C c000#. Y MeHS eCThb IeHbI'H, 0 KOTOPHIX He 3HaeT Capa.

— KoHeyHo, THl MOXKeIIb 3aMIaTUTh ' @KTOPY, HO TOJIBKO 3PS MOTPATHILNE NEHbI'U: OH ¥ Ce0s-TO He
MOXKET 3alllUTUTh, He TOBOPS YK 0 TeOe. Thl 3Haelb, 4To B MUCCYpH celiyac MOCTOSTHHO rpadsT
moe3pa. Tkl 3aITPOCTO MOXKEIITh TIOMACTh B JIankl 6aHmb [KeiMca Il KOro-HubyIb ele u
PACIPOCTUTHCS CO CBOMMH MEeHEXKKAMH.

— MartTu!
— Ho aTo nipaspa!
— W Bce-Taku 3TO IIAHC, U HY?KHO UM BOCIIOIb30BaThCS.

— Hy nmapHo, ecnu yX& THl HaCTPOUJIach, TO XOTs OBl BEIOepu cede B MOMYTUYUKH KaKOT0-HAOYOb
CMeJIoro MyK4uHy. Pun, HaBepHOe, COTTIaCUTCS I0exaTh C TOOOM, eCliy TH ero XOPOIIEHbBKO
IOTIPOCHUIIIE.

— OH notpeOyeT, YTOOH! 5 BHIIIJIA 3@ HETO 3aMYX.
— Hy u Brixogu, — cka3ana Mattu. — [ToueMy OBl ¥ HET?

— JTO0 He NOBOJ IJ1d IIyTOK, MaTTu. — KOpTHM HaxMypunack. — THl Ke 3Haellb, 4To Pug MHe He
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HPABUTCH.

— Hy u ut0? 3Haems, s nyuuie nouny. Kopt. Mel ¢ ToOo# elre 3aBTpa morosopuM o6 stoMm. Ho He
B3[yMail moyarathcsl Ha ['ekTopa! OH marsel] o majiel He yOapuT, eCiu Ha Tebsl HamnafeT KaKou-
HuOynb Heronsiu. Boobie Tebe HyKeH Takoy 4enoBeK, Kak Yaugoc. BoT oH-To He gacT Tebsg B o0uny.
A 4TO, eC/Iy MOIPOCUTH €T0?

— Her, s ve mory, — cka3ana KopTau, nepemepHysimck. — OH yOuiiia.

— Bora papu, KopTHH, TH XOTh CHIBIIIaNa, 0 4YeM s Tebe ropopuia? 1 ke cKasasa, YTO 9TO TOT, KTO
HyXeH Tebe B MONYyTYUKH. ECIM TH X04elb ObITh B 6€30IIaCHOCTH. ..

MartTu yuuta, u KopTHu, 1exka Ha KpoBaTH, 00myMbIBaia CjI0Ba moapyru. Het, MaTTu He mpaBa. Eciu
OBl OHA exaJla Ha CeBep, Ha IOT UJIM JaKe Ha 3allafl, TOrfaa, KOHEeYHOo, ¢ MucTepoM YaHmocoM el OblIo
Onl criokoitHe. Ho oHa coOupasnachk Ha BOCTOK — Ha3al, K HOpMaJibHOM IuBuIu3anuu. K romy xe
JKeJe3Has lopora He Tak YK flanieko oTciofia. [Jo6paThcs OymeT yierko. Ei mpocTo Hy>KeH IOMyTYUK,
4yTOOBI HE YyYBCTBOBATh OOUHOYECTBA B IOPOTE.

Ho MaTTu npaBa B OMHOM: € Hago nobaarogapuTh MucTepa YaHmoca.
Leneiit vac KopTHU cobupanack ¢ IyXoM, 4TOOH! IIOWTH Ha ITOMCKHM CBOET0 CITaCUTEJIS.

OHa Hafesnach, 4YTO He 3aCTaHET ero B HoMepe. 1o Beuepam KopTHE pa3HOCHIIA HOCTOSIbIIAM
CBeXYI0 BOMY U IIOJIOTEHIIa, HO celiyac ObIJI0 BpeMs o0efa, ¥ OHa Iojlarajia, 4YTo MucTtep YaHaoc B
CTOIOBOM. ECcnty Tak, To OHA C YMCTOM COBECTHIO CKAXKeT MaTTH, YTO X0Tella mobmarogapuTh ero, HO
He Hamula. Het, Tak Hexopomo — KopTHY yXKe MOYyBCTBOBaja yrphi3eHus coBecTu. OHA 3Hana, YTo
HeoOX0OuMO 1Mo0IarogapuTh €ro, HO KaK BCTPETUThCS JIUIIOM K JIUITY C 3TUM CTPAIIHBIM Y€JI0BEKOM?
JlagHo, ecnu ero He OymeT B HOMepe, OHa OCTABUT eMy 3alIUCKY.

3aTauB ghixaHue, KOpTHY gBa pa3a IOCTy4Yasa B ABepb. BHUMAaTEIbHO MIPUCIIYIIABIIKCE, OHA
mojieprayia py4ky — 3akpheiTo. Hy u afiHO, OHa cHejasna Bce, YTO MOTJjia. BTOpPHIX Kiltouel K HoMepaM
He OblT0, 160 ['appu CYUTA, YTO €CJIU TOCTh 3alUpPaeT CBOI0 KOMHATY, 3HAYHUT, Y HETO €CTh Ha TO
OCHOBaHHUs. ITO BepHO. Ho Tak 3Ke BEPHO U TO, YTO C TAKUMHU IIOCTOSITIbIIAMY, KaK y HUX, 3alIPOCTO
MOKHO HapBaThCS Ha ITyJII0, BOMOS B KOMHATY 6e3 crpoca.

KopTHu 006/eryeHHo B3MOXHYJA. ITOT YeJI0BEK, HECOMHEHHO, OIACeH, a TAKWX OHA BCETHa CTapasach
00XOOUTb CTOPOHOM.

U Bce XKe TO, YTO OHA He 3acTalia ero, pasodaposano KopTHU. YcIiblas, Kak OH pukasan [Jxumy
Yopaoy OTHyCTUTH ee, OHa COBEPIIEHHO IepecTasa 00sThCs. B IpuCyTCTBUYM 3TOTO GaHAMUTA €1 ObIIo
cmokoiHo. C Tex mop Kak ymep otel], KOpTHU He 4yBCTBOBaja cebsi TAKOM 3alIUIIEeHHOM.

OHa peluia HaIKCcaTh 3alMMCKY ¥ OCTABUTh €e Ha CTOJIe PETUCTPALlAH, HO BAPYT yCIBIIIana, KakK
OTIHUPAIOT ABepb. KOPTHU mMOX0NI0fesia — y Hero B pyke GBI pEBONILBED.

— IIpoctute. — OH 3aTKHYJ PEBOJILBED 3a MOSC OPIOK U, OTKPHIB IBEPH MOIINPE, OTCTYIIUT B
KOMHATy. — 3aXOJuTe.

— Her, 4... 1 He MorYy.
— A 3Ta Boga pa3Be He [ MeHT?

— O, Hy fia, Ang Bac, KoHeYHOo! M3BUHUTE, S TOJBKO IIOCTABIIO KYBIIMH Ha YMBIBAJIbHUK.
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KOpTHH C TBIIAIOIIKAM JIKIIOM IIOCIIENIHO MIPOIUIa K YMBIBAJIHUKY ¥ OCTABH/IA TAM BOMY U ITOJIOTEHIIA.
Ee oxBaTuio cMsTeHue. I'ociony, 9To OH 0 Hel mopymaeT? CHavyaja UCTEPUKA B Mara3uHe X9H[IH, a
TeIepb 3TOT UTUOTCKHUH JIemneT!

Cob6paB Bce cBoe MyxkecTBo, KopTHU noBepHYyTack K HeMy. OH IPUCIOHUIICS K KOCSKY OBEPH,
CKPEeCTHB Ha I'PYOM PYKH U IPerpaguB e MyTh K OTCTYIIEHUIO.

B oTnuure oT Hee B HeM He OBIJIO HA TeHM HANPSIXKEeHHOCTH. HampoTuB, OH OYKBaIbHO HCTOYAT
6e33a00THYI0 CAaMOYBEPEHHOCTD, 0TYero KopTHYU mo4YyBCcTBOBaIa cebs elre TyIee.

OH cMmoTpen Ha Hee HeOeCHO-TONTyOBIMM TJTa3aMU, KOTOPBIE, Ka3ajI0Ch, pa3feBasiy ee Noroja, Jeas
ee abcomoTHO OecroMoIHON. KOHEeYHO, OH He ITOKA3khIBaJl, YTO HaXOOUT €€ IIPUBIEKATeIbHOM: JIUII0
€ro He BbIpazkaJyio HU JTI000MBITCTBA, HA HHTepeca. KOpTHU, OIPaBUBILKCH OT CMYIIEHUS, OIIyTHIa
3JI0CTb.

«BricTpee Gnarogapu ero, KopTHu, u Ayii oTClofa IyJiel, II0Ka OH He PacTOMTall TBOIO TOPHOCTD,
KOTOPYIO THI BhIpabaTkiBaia rogamu'»

— Muctep Yanpoc...

— He mucTtep — mpocto YaHpoc.

OHa TOJIbKO ceryac 3aMeTHa, KaKoi y Hero riy00Kui, yCIIOKanBaOUIUH I'0JI0C.
PacrepsiBmucey, KopTHE TUXOpafovyHO OyMalia, YTO eMy CKa3aThb.

— Bu1 ucmyraHbl, — IPOTOBOPUIT OH. — [loueMy?

— Her-HerT, g He ucnyraxa, npasaa, Het! — «He oTknonsucs ot Temel, KoptHu!» —  , g x0Tena
1m06/1arolapuTh BacC... 3@ TO, UTO BbI CETOIHS CHeaju.

— 3a To, uTO 51 yOuI YemoBeKa?

— Her! He 3a ato! — «O T'ocnogu, Kak ke 3T0 TpygHO!» — f X0Tena cKa3aTh... Bbl CIIAC/IU MEHA... TO
€CTb 51 K TOMY, 4TO... OH He IOCTyIIasn Okl MeHS... a BBl €70 OCTaHOBUIIH... H...

— Jlemu, BaM myd4Ile YUTH OTCIOMA, TIOKA BBl HE yIalu B 0OMOpPOK.

Boxe, oH Bupen ee HackBo3b! COBepILIEHHO T0aB/IeHHas1, KOpTHU CMOTpesia, KakK OH OIYCTUJI PYKH U
OTOIIIEJI OT OBePH, 0CcBOOOXKIast mpoxoa. OHa BEICKOYHUIIa B KOPUIOP.

Ee 3axnecTtHyn cThA, Ooee riny0okuii, yeM yHUKeHUe. KopTHU 06epHynack. OH NO-IpekHeMY
CMOTpeJI Ha Hee, HO Telleph BRIpaXKeHue ero ria3 ycrnokouno ee. OHa o0pafgoBasiach, XOTs U He
IIOHMMaJa, B YeM [IeJI0.

— Cmacub0 BaM, — HCKpeHHe Iporosopuia KopTHu.

— He crout 6naromapHocTy. MHe 3aI/IaTIT 3a XJIOMOTHL.
— Ho BB Xe He 3HaJIH, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK B PO3BICKE.

— He 3nan?

OH 6b17T TaM, B MarasuHe! OH MOT CITHIIIATh UX ¢ MaTTH Pa3roBOp, a 3HAYMT...
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— Kakwue Obl HU OBIITH Y BaC IPUYUHEL, MUCTED, BBl IIOMOTIM MHe, — TBepauna Koptau. — Tak 4To
BaM MIPUETCS MPUHSATH MO0 O1arogapHOCTh — Bydb mo-BamieMy. — 9TO IPO3BYYasio TakK, CJIOBHO OH
cka3zan: «Moxete uotu!"

KopTHM HampsKeHHO KUBHYJIA U IIOIINIA MIPOoYb, YORICTPss mar. CIMHOM OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA €0 B3TJIS.
CrnaBa bory, 4To 3aBTpa OH ye3xkaeT! OTOT YeJI0BEK Hallpoyb JINIIAET ee IPUCYTCTBUSA Ayxa!

I'maBa 9

Korpga B aToT Beuep Pup Taiinop nmonpocun KopTHY BCTPETUTHLCS C HUM, OHa OTKa3asach. Capa pe3ko
oTUMTaja ee 3a 3To, HoO KopTHYU OBITIO BCe PaBHO.

Cape Hpasuscsa Pun, u KopTHU moHMMasna nmoieMy. [1eCOTHYHbIE U STOUCTUYHEIE, OHU OBIIN
mox0xku. M 00a pelnuiy, 4To OHa HOJIXKHA BHIUTH 3aMyXk 3a Puma. Ho KopTHu uMesna cBoe MHEHKe Ha
9TOT CYeT.

Ia, Capa oueHb x0Tena, 4ToObl KopTHU cTana xKeHo# Puna. B nocnenHee BpeMs Kaxpaas ee
HpaBOYUUTeIbHAS THpaJa 3aKaHuMBalach KOPOHHOU (Hpas3ou:

— W korpma TOJIBKO $1 CIIJTaB/II0 Te0sT 3aMy2K? XBaTHUT yKe CUOETh Ha Moel 1ee!

910 Onina myTKa: KopTHu 3apabaTeiBaia 60ee 4eM 0OCTaTO4YHO, YTOOH comepkaTh cebs, u Capa
IPegoCTaBIsiyia e JIWIIbL KOMHATY U MUTaHue. 3a paboTy B TOCTHUHUIIE OHA HU pa3y He 3aljiaTuiia
IeByILIKe HU IIeHTa. KOpTHU IPUXOIUIIOCh B CBOOOIHOE BpeMst moapabaTeiBaTh IMUTHEM [JIST MOJIOOBIX
cectep KopmaH — oHa He xoTena, yToOb Capa 3Hala 0 MATUCTAX OOJIJIapaX, CIPSATAaHHBIX ¥ Hee B
KOMHATe.

ITH OEeHBI'W OCTAJIMCH OT IPOJaXKK Koe-KaKoi Meben, KoTopasi He TOHamo0uIach HOBEIM
BJlafiefibliaM uX goMa, Korga KoptHu, oten u Capa ye3xanu u3 Yukaro. Capa He 1ogo3pesasa 0 TOM,
YTO 9TH IeHbI'M oNTyunia KopTHY U He ycnesa OTAaTh uxX oTiy. CauimkoMm 03ab04eHHbIHN, OBapyh U
He CIIPOCHJI IIPOo AeHbru, a KopTHu B cymaToxe cO0OPOB IMPOCTO 3abbiyia 0 HUX. OHA CyHYyJIa UX Ha JHO
CBOETr0 IOPOKHOT0 CYHAYKa, IOe OHU U JieXKallu, yIelieB Jaxe MOoC/e HajleTa HHOEUIIEeB.

Ona ymomnyarna o0 3Tux mojijapax, Korma Capa BOIKIIa, YTO Y HUX HET HU LIeHTa ¥ JOBapay He
CTIemoBao Jep:KaTh Bce meHbr'u mpu cebe. Ceituac KopTHU pagoBanach, YTO He BhIaia 3TOH
MaJIeHbKOU TAWHBEI.

OHa mpepmosaraia OTHATh OEeHbI'W B CIIyYyae KpaHel HYXKIbl, HO TaKOro ciy4das He Obno: Capa
OBICTPO HalllJla [ HUuX 00enx paboTy B TOCTUHUIIE, a Yepe3 TPU MecsIla BhIIIa 3aMyx 3a [appu
AKKepMaHa, BIafiefIblla 9TOTO 3aBefeHus. [appu ObLI He CTOJIh XOpoIrel Jo0krYel, Kak IaBap, 3aTo
IIojlaBaJjl HafeXKIHl.

Ot atoro 6paka KoptHu He cTaso cinaie. OHa mepecTaa moiay4daTh feHbI'n 3a paboty, a Capa,
OBICTPO BOMAS B POJIb XO3SIUKH, TOJIbKO OTAaBasia IpUKa3kl U Oe3genbHAYala.

I eByIKa MpeKpacHO MOHUMaJa, I0YeMy Madyexa TakK MedTasa u30aBUThCS OT Hee: JTI0IU Hadalld
Ha3BIBaTh ee «crapas Capa», mymasi, uTo KopTHu — ee moub. CKombKo Ok Capa HU TOBOPHIIA, UTO
KopTHU HeBsITHAIATh, @ B KOHIIE T0OJja UCIIOJTHUTCS ABAAIaTh, UX BCE PABHO BOCIIPUHUMAJIH KaK MaTh
¢ mouepkrio. Cape ObIJI0 BCETO TPUAIATh YETHIPE, ¥ 9TH PA3TOBOPHI OECUNH €e.

Capa mepecTaia HacTauBaTh Ha 3aMyxKecTBe KopTHuU, yroBopuB ['appu mepeexaTh B ORICTPO
pacTyumi YUuuTo, rie CTPouIach HoBasl FTOCTUHULA. B 3TOM ropoje MOXKHO fejaTh IeHbI'd — TaK
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TOBOPHUII Punm, KOTOpBIfI " CaM I'OTOBHIJICA K IIepee3ny, I10jiarad OTKPEITE B CEMbOECAT TPEThEM I'OYy OO
Ha4aJla C€30Ha IIeperoHa CKOTa HOBBIN CaJIYH 1 PIl"pOBOfI 3ajl B YUUuTO.

Capy He HHTepecoBaJo, nmoemgeT M1 KopTHU B YUUYUTO, MOCKOJIBKY TaM AEBYIIKa XK¥Ia Obl yiKe
OTHEJHHO.

KopTHU c comporanueM gymalia o mepeesfe. YU4UuTo OymeT HaMHOTO XyXe, 4eM Pokmu, u6o
IpuBJIEKaeT ele 0osbIne BCIKoro copoma. OHa He X0Tesla HU OTIPABIATLCS Tymda ¢ Capoit, Hu
BLIXOJIUTH 3aMyX 3a Pupa. [IpaBma, HU49ero Apyroro He 0CTaBajOCh, HO CETOAHS Y HEe 3apOAUIICS
HOBBIH IIJIaH.

KopTHu Bcerma MedTasna BepHYThCSI Ha BocTok. Tenepb oHa 0oJIbIlle He XKejlajila 0CTaBaThCs B POKIIH,
a JKUTh B YUUUTO IO COMHUTEIHbHOM 3aImuTo ['appu mpocTo 60siacs.

Bopouasicek ¢ 60Ky Ha 60K, KopTHM HUKaK He MOra 3aCHyTh. HakoHeI[ OHa 3aXTJia CBeuy U IIOIja 3a
ra3eToy, CupsiTaHHOU B KoMofe. OHa LeNbli eHb IPeBKyllasa, C KaKUM YIOBOJIbCTBUEM ITOYUTAET
ee, HO, YBBI, 9TO OKa3aJiach He BOCTOYHAs ra3eTa, a TeXaCCKUl exeHeneNnbHUK «DopT-Yapr», K TOMy
JKe BOCbMUMECSYHOU NaBHOCTH.

Ona Pa3ioxKuila Ta3eTHHIH JINCT Ha IOCTENIN 1 IIpO4YHuTalla HECKOJIBKO cTaTeH, IIPOIIyCTHUB OOHY — IIPO
IIepecTpPeIIKy. JTa TeMa CJIMIIKOM KHMBO HAallOMHHJIA € O MUcCTepe Yaupoce u Y6I/ITOM IxxuMe Yopne.

OroruaB MeicH 00 Yopre, oHa HeBOIBHO TogyMasna o Yaupoce. KopTHu mpusHanachk cebe, 9TO OH
3aMHTEPEeCcoBasl ee cpa3y, KakK TOJIbKO OHa yBUAeNa ero. YaHnoc ObUT He TIEPBHIM, KTO el TIOHPaBUJICS,
HO TAKOT'0 CHJIBHOT'O BIleYaT/ieHus Ha KopTHU He MPOM3BOAUIT HU OnuH Myxk4uHa. Korma Pun Taitnop
mpuexan B UX ropofok, KopTHu cpa3y oOpaTuiia Ha HeTO BHUMaHUe, HO, Y3HaB ero 6yuxke, GLICTPO
oxJajesna K Hemy.

C YanpgocoMm ObIJIO HHAYE: TOHKMAsI, KTO OH TaKOM, OHa BCe PABHO HAXOOUJIa €r0 HeOTPa3uMO
IIpUBJIEKATEIbHBIM.

[Tomkaphlit ¥ KPEMIKUM, C CyPOBLIM, BOJIEBHIM JIMIIOM, CUJIBHBIM TOPCOM U [AJTHHHBIMU MYCKYJTUCTHIMU
HOTaMU, OH HEBOJIbHO oOpailan Ha ce0s1 BHUMaHue. HaBepxy ero neBoi IeKu BUIHENCS MaleHbKUAN
mpaM. Ho moucTiHe HEOTPa3uMEI OBISTH €TI0 YYBCTBEHHBIN POT U CBETJIBIE T'/Ta3a, 00paMIeHHEE
T'YCTHIMU YE€PHBEIMU PECHUIIAMH.

Psmom ¢ HuMm KopTHM 4yBcTBOBasa cebst MajleHbKOM U XPYIIKOM, OTTOTO ¥ Bejla ce0st Tak TIIyTIO.

KopTHu B3[0XHYNa, CHOBA COCPENOTOYUBIINCE Ha ra3eTe. [IpucranpHee BrIISAEBUIINCE B ONHY U3
doTorpaduii, oHa He MOBepHUsa CBOUM ria3aM. Heyxenu? [la HeT, 3T0 HeBo3MoxkHO! Her... ga!

KopTHu GBICTPO MpOYKTalia CTaThIo mof ¢oTorpadueii. B Helt roBopuock 06 apecTe HeKoero I'eHpu
MaKruHHMCA, U3BECTHOTO TEXaCCKOT0 YTOHIIIKMKA CKOTa B rpadcTBe MakneHHaH. Ero moiiMan c
TOJIMYHBIM X0351MH paH4y0 ®netuep CTPaATOH, JIIOIHM KOTOPOTO MPUBE3/Td MaKrMHHUCA B OIUKANIIMH
roponok Ysiiko. Ha cHuMKe OB 3ameyaTiieH MOMEHT, KOT[a YTOHIIMKa CKOTa BEJIU T10 TJIaBHOU
ynuile Ya#Ko, a IPOX0XKKe I'Ia3efid Ha Hero. MakruHHUC OB B GOKYyCe, a JTUlla JTIofel Ha 3aJiHeM
IIJIlaHe BBIIUIM HedeTKo. Ho OguH 4esioBeK B 9TOU TOJINE ITOXOAMI KaK ABe KallJId BOOHl Ha JOBapaa
Xoprtc!

KoptHu OBICTPO HaKKHYJIa XajlaT ¥, CXBaTUB CBe4y U ra3eTy, BLICKOYHUIA B Kopumop. KomHaTta Caphl 1
T'appu HaxogunIack TOONMU30CTH. B OTBET Ha ee CTYK M3-3a OBEPH IOCIIBIIIAIUCH TPOKIIATHS, HO
KopThu, He obpalliasi Ha 9TO BHUMaHUs, BlleTela B KOMHATY. ['appu, YBUAEB ee, 3aCTOHA OT
pa3gpaxenus. Capa npuiiia B SpOCTb.
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— Thl UMeelIb IpeACTaBIEHNE O TOM, KOTOPHIH Yac...

— Capa! — Bckpuuana Koptau. — Mo# oTel] Kus!

— Yro-0? — Bckpuyanu o6a. 'appu uckoca B3rnsaHy1 Ha Capy:

— 3HaA4uT JIX 3TO 4YTO TH 3a HUM 3aMyxkeM, Capa?

— 3TO HUYETO TAaKOT0 He 3HA4YUT, — oTpe3ana Capa. — KopTHH, KaK TH IOCMETA...

— Cwmortpy, Capa! — o6opsaina ee KopTHY 1, TpuceB Ha KPOBaTh, IoKa3asa el ¢pororpaduio. — U He
TOBOPH, 4YTO 3TO HE MOU oTel!

Capa [OJITO BrIISbIBAJIACh B CHUMOK, ITOTOM C 00JIerdyeHreM CKalaia:

— Cnu cnioko#Ho, ['appu. ¥ meBouku pa3eirpanock Boobpaxenue. TH YTO, HE MOTJIA MOKOXKAATH C
atuM 6penom no yrpa, KoptHu? BphiBaThCS K MIOOSM B CTOJNb TO3MHUN Yac IPOCTO HEMPUIIH. ..

— 9T0 He Open! ITo Mol oTerr! OoTorpadust coenaHa B YKo, a 3HAUHUT...

— Hudero 370 He 3HAYUT, — IMPE3PUTENTBHO YyCMexHyIach Capa, — KpoMe TOTO, YTO B Y3UKO XKHUBET
MyK4YKHa, OTOAJIEHHO HallOMUHAIIIUY JaBapaa. 3aMeTh, s CKa3ajla «0TgajeHHo»! CHUMOK
HEYEeTKHU, ¥ YePTHI JIMIa 9TOT0 YeJjioBeKa pa3MbIThL. Hy ma, ecTh KaKoe-To CXOACTBO. UYTOo € TOro?
9nBapa MepTB, KopTHU! BCe TOBOPSAT, YTO OH HE MOT BBIXKUTH B IIJIEHY Y UHIEULIEB.

— Bce, HO He 51! — cepauTo BocknuKHyna KoptHu. Kak cmeet Capa oTpuliaTh oueBuaHoe? — 4
HUKOTa He Bepuja B ero cMepTh. OH MOT 6exaTh, OH MOT...

— Iypa! Y roe Xe, 0o-TBOEMY, OH OB LIe/IBIX YeThIpe rofga? B Vaiiko? [ToueMy OH He MBITAJICS HAC
HauTtu? — Capa B3goxHyna. — OaBapha MeptB, KopTHu. TyT yK HUYEro He nonuinents. ou croaTe.

— 4 eny B Yauko!

— YUt0? — Capa 3acMesinach. — A-a, Hy KoHeuHO! Ecnu Thl X0uelnb, 4ToOw Te6s1 yOuiu B opore,
otupasisics! — U 3aTeM pe3ko moOaBuiia:

— Vo6upaiics oTcioga! 4 xouy cnaTs!

KopTHM MojT4a BHIIIIA B3 KOMHATHL. ITO BOBCEe He BOOOpazKeHue, U MyCTh HUKTO He yOexXmaeT ee, 4TO
3mech, Ha cHUMKe, He oTell! OH xkuB! OHa Bcerga 4yBCcTBOBasa 3T0. [loueMy oH B Y31ko, KopTHU He
3Hasa. [IoueMy He mBITaICAd pa3bICKaTh €€, TOXKe He Moria cKa3aTh. Ho oHa cama HaupgeT ero!

[TneBaTh Ha Capy! fIcHO, OTYEro oHa B3bEPEIEHUIIACh — IIPOCTO ef He X04UeTcs, YTOOBl daBaph ObL
xkuB. OHa Halta cebe My»Ka, KOTOPHIM ycTpauBaeT ee Gonblie, ueM daBapa. K Tomy ke Capa
HajyieeTcs, 4TO ['appu cHemnaeT ee 60raTomu.

Co cBedoli B pyKe, 3axaB I10J MBIIIKOX AparoleHHy0 ra3eTy, KOpTHU NO#HSAIACh Ha BTOPOU 3TaxX,
rae ObUIM KOMHATEHL IJI TOCTEH.

KopTHM TpekpacHO CO3HaBasla, Ha YTO UAET. ITO OBIJI CAMBIM CMeJIbIHM IIOCTYIIOK B ee XXKU3HU. Ecnu
OHa 3aJyMaeTcs O TOM, UTO JiejlaeT, TO HUKOTa He PemuTCs Ha 3T0. [103ToMy, HU CEeKyHAH He
Mepst, KopTHE THXO mOoCcTydasia B oBeph. [IpaBaa, y Hee XBaTHIIO YMa IIOCTy4aTh Tuxo. KoTophit yac,
OHa He 3HaJa, HO He X0Tesa OyIuTh HUKOTo, KpoMe HaHpoca.
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Bckope mBepb pacmaxHynach ¥ HEBUAMMAS CUIbHAS PyKa BTAIWIIa ee B KOMHATY. POT ee Kpemko
3axasa Gosbltas 1afloHb, @ K CIMHE TECHO ITpUXKajach KaMeHHas rpyab OanauTa. KopTHU BRIpOHUIA
CBeYy, ¥, KaK TOJIbKO JBEPh 3aKphlIach, KOMHATa MOTPY3UsIach B KDOMEIIHYIO ThMY.

— Pa3Be BH HUKOTI/Ia HE CIIBIIIANIA O TOM, YTO OMACHO OyIUTh MyKUYKUHY cpenu Houu? CIIPOCOHBS He
KaX[Iblit pa3bepeT, YTO BBl KEHIIHUHA.

OH oTniycTtun ee, 1 KopTHHU 4yTh HE PyXHYJa Ha IOJI.

— IIpocTtute, — Havyana oHa, — MHeE OblJI0 HEOOXOAUMO BUAETH Bac. [10 yTpa £ XJgaTh He MOrjla —
6osinach Bac He 3acTaTh. Benb BH ye3xKaeTe yTpoMm?

OH Mos4a MOJHSAN ee cBeuy — ['0CIIogy, U KakK TOJIbKO OH HallleJI ee B TEMHOTE? — U, YUPKHYB
CIIMYKOM, 3aKeT ee U MI0CTaBUJI Ha HU3KKU KoMof. KOpTHU yBUAeNa psigoM C KOMOAOM €ro
ceqeibHBIE CYMKHU U ceyio. UHTepeCcHO, pacnakoBall i OH CBou Belu? Bpsap mu. Kasanocsk, 4To 3T0T
YeJI0BEK BCerma roToB COPBAThLCS C MeCTa.

OHa coTHM pa3 yOupasa 3Ty KOMHATY, HO ceifdyac, HO4bl0, 3[leCh BCe Ka3aj0Ch IPyruM. bombImoin
TKaHBIYA KOBEP JieKaJl CBEPHYTHIM y CTeHHL. [loueMy? Y moyeMy pUKpPOBaTHAEIM KOBPUK TOpYas U3-
o KpoBaTu? IIprHECEeHHBIMU €10 BeYepoM IOJI0TeHIIaMU ¥ BOIOM OH IOJb30Bascs. [TomoTeHIa
COXJIM Hafl YMBIBATbHUKOM. 3aHaBEeCKU OBIITU 3aIEPHYTH, OKHO 3aKPHITO, U KOPTHU peluia, YTO OHO
3amnepTo. Bo3ne 4yryHHOU HETOIJIEHO!M MEeYKH B LIEHTPE KOMHATEI CTOSI/I CTYJI; Ha €ero BHICOKOU
CIIMHKE BUCEJIH YKCTas rony0as pyOallKa, YepHBIN XKUIET, IIeNHbIN IJIaTOK U peMeHb. [lopTynes
BHCeJla BO3Jie KpoBaTu — KoOypa Ornina mycTta. Ha mosy cTosiiu 4epHble Carori.

B3rnsiHyB Ha ero CMATYI0 ocTeNlb, KopTHY OX0/10e1a ¥ oA TIIachk K aBepu. OHa pa3dynuia
MyxK4uHYy! [la KaK TOJIBKO OHa peluuniachk Ha 370!

— H3BuHUTE, — MpoOopMOTaIa OHa, — MHE He CJIefIoBaJi0 BaC 0€CIIOKOUTh.
— OpHako BeI 9T0 caenany. [103ToMy 51 He OTIYINY Bac, MOKa He Y3HAal0 MPUYNHEL.

9To MPO3ByYaso Kak yrpo3a. TyT TonbKo KOpTHM 3aMeTHIIa, YTO OH CTOSITI Ilepen Hek
10/Tyo0OHaXKeHHBIN, B OQHUX TOIBKO Oprokax. [IImpokas mojoca TEMHBIX BOJIOC IIOKPHIBaIa
IIPOCTPAHCTBO MEXY COCKaMu U, o0pa3ys OykBy T, mpsiMol TOpPoKKOM cOerasa 1o IeHTpy KHUBOTa,
ncye3as B Oprokax. KOpTHY 3aMeTHIIa TaKKe KOPOTKHM, 37I0BEIET0 BUa HOXK, IIPOETHH B ONHY U3
TIeTellb Ha er0 peMHe. PeBonibBep, BEPOSITHO, OH 3aTKHYJI €33 3a M0siC OPIOK.

KoneuHo, mepef; TeM KakK OTKPHITh IBEPh, OH BCe penaycMoTpen. Ha 3amane y My>KYuH CBOU 3aKOHBI,
a Takue, KakK 3TOT, BCerma HaCTOPOXKe.

— Jlegu?

KopTHu noexwumnack. B ero ronoce He OBIJI0O HETEPIIEIMBOTO Pa3fpakeHus, HO OHa ITIOHKUMaJIa, YTO
yIOHBUIIA €TO.

Hakonern PEHInBIINCE, OHAa BCTPETHUIIACH C €TI0 BI3TJIAOOM — BCE€ TAaKHNM XKe 6eCCTpaCTHbIM.

— {... 1 Hapesmach, 4YTO BBl MHE ITOMOXKeTe. Kak OHa ¥ Aymarsia, peBOJIbBep OKa3ascd npu HeM. OH
BBITAINUII €T0 13-3a Mosca U, MOAOKAs K KpoBaTH, yOpas B KoOypy. 3aTeM cell Ha IIOCTeNb U
3aqyMuMBO ycTaBuics Ha KopTHU. ITO OBIIO yKe CIUIIKOM — pa3obpaHHas OCTENb, TOIyONeThII
MyXK4HHa... [IleKu ee BCIBIXHYIIH.
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— ¥ Bac Kakue-TO TPYZHOCTU?
— Her.
— Tax 4to Xke€?

— Brl Bo3pMeTe MeHs B Texac? OHa BhIITajuia 3T0 pa3oM, 605Ch, UTO ITepefyMaeT, 1 Terneph Oblsia
moBoJibHa c060i. [Tocie KOPOTKOI MMay3hl OH CKa3a:

— BEI CBUXHYIUCE?
KopTHu eirie ryie nokpacHerna.

— HerT, yBepsiio Bac, 1 cepbe3H0. MHe Hafjo IonacTh B Texac. Y MeHSI eCTb OCHOBaHUSA AyMaTh, YTO
MOM oTell B Y3HKO.

— 4 3Ha1o Vaiiko. OTcioga m0 Hero 0OJIbIe YeTHIPEXCOT MUJIb, TIOJIOBUHA U3 HUX — I10 UHIEHCKUM
3eMJISIM. Bel 3TOT0O He 3HaIu?

— 3Harna.
— Ho BHI XK€ He XOTUTE eXaTh 3TUM IIyTEM?

— Jto0 GnuxKaias gopora, BepHo? ITo 3To# mopore s moexasna 6l YeTHIpe Tofa Ha3afl C OTLIOM, eClld
ObL... JlamHO, He BaXKHO. 4 3HAI0, 4TO 3TO OmacHo. [103TOMYy 1 IPOIIY Bac COMPOBOKAATH MEHS.

— [Touemy umenHo MeHs? KOpTHU Ha MTHOBEHUE 3afiyMaach.

— 3pech MHe 00bIlle HEKOTO MPOCUTh. Hy, BOOO1IIE-TO €CTh ONWH YeJIOBEK, HO ero IieHa Oblia Obl
CJTUIIIKOM BBICOKA. A BB CETOMHS MOKa3ajid, YTO MMPEKPACcHO MOXKETe 3alllUTUTh MeHs. 9 COBEepILIeHHO
yBEpEeHa, YTO BHI B II€JIOCTH ¥ COXPAHHOCTH [OCTAaBUTE MeHs B Y9iiKo. — OHa 3aMoT4ara,
Pa3myMBIBasi, CTOUT JIM IPOMOIKATh. — ECTh U elre ogHa MpUYrHa. MOXKeT, 3TO TOKaXeTCs BaM
CTPAHHEBIM, HO BBl OTYET0-TO KaXKeTeCh MHE... 3HaKOMBIM.

— V MeH4 mioxas IaMATh Ha UL, JIeOH.

— O, 9T0 BOBCE He 3HAYMUT, YTO MBI C BAMHU BCTpedasnuch. Eciu O Tak, 51, KOHEYHO, IIOMHMIIA OB Bac.
[To-MoeMy, Bce [eJio B BalllUX I'1a3aX. — EC/Iu OHa CKaXkeT eMy, Kak ero Ijia3a yCIoKauBaiT ee, TO OH
TOYHO PELIUT, YTO OHa Oe3yMmHasi, 1 KopTHU nmpoMonyarna. — MoxkeT OBITh, B IETCTBE 5 JOBEPSIa
KOMY-TO C TAaKMMH T'JIa3aMH, KaK y Bac, — He 3Hal0. Ho s moyeMy-To yBepeHa, 4To ¢ BaMu Oyay B
6e3omacHocTy. CKa3aTh 110 IpaBfe, ST He YYBCTBYIO ce0s Hafe:KHO C TeX CaMHIX IOp, KakK... KAaK MeHs
Pa3IyYUIn C OTIIOM.

Hu cnosa He TOBOPs, OH BCTaJl, IMOOOIIEN K IBEPH XU OTKPEIII €€.

— 4 He TI0BE3Y BaC B Texac. Cepﬂue KOpTHI/I y1iao. OHa He oXH[ana 0TKa3a, O0JIbIle BCETO Ha CBETE
60s51Ch TIIOIIPOCUTE €ro.

— Ho... g 3ammavy BaM.
— 41 He paboTalo 3a IEHbIH.

— Ho BHI XKe 1oBe3eTe MOKOMHNKA B YUYUTO, UTOOH IIOJTy4YUTh IeHbI'M. Ka3anock, OH yIUBHUIICS.
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— 4 eny B HbIOTOH, YUUUTO MHE T10 Iy TH.

— O, g He myMara, 4TO Bl cobupaeTech ocTaThcad B KaH3ace.
— 91 u He cobupaloCh.

— Torga...

— 4 cka3an — HeT! { BaMm He HIHbKa!

— 41 He Takas yx GecrioMoIHast, — CEpAUTO Havana KopTHH, HO OCEeKJIach, IepexBaTHB eTo0 JIEOSTHOM
B3TJIsAA. — JlafiHO, 1 Halgy cebe APyroro MOIyTYWKa, — C BHI30BOM CKa3ajia OHa.

— $1 651 BaM He coBeTOBasl. Bac yOpioT. 9TO HamoMuHano cioBa Capel, # KopTHu eime 6osblie
Pa303/IUIIaCh.

— TlpocTuTe, 4TO MOGECIIOKOMIIA Bac, MUCTep YaHMOC, — Pe3KO MPOTrOBOPHIIA OHA U, BCKUHYB T'OJIOBY,
PEIINTEIFHO BHIIIIA K3 KOMHATHL

['maBa 10

Hb10TOH, TOPOAOK B ABAAIATH MISITU MUJISIX K CEBEPY OT YUUUTO, ITOCTETIEHHO OTBOEBHIBAN Y AOMINHA
II0JI0KEHNEe KaH3aCCKOT0 IeHTpa 10 IIepeBo3Ke CKOoTa. [IOCTPOEHHEIN 10 TOMY K€ CKBEPHOMY
o0pa3sily, TOPOHOK YCIIes IePexKUTh TOIbKO OOUH Ce30H, TOTHA KaK YUYHUTO CYIIeCTBOBAJI yXkKe [Ba.

Bce 37mauHble MecTa ropofia — TaHII3alkl, CalyHbl U OOpAEeIN — paclojaraiuch K 10Ty OT
JKeJIe3HOJOPOXKHEIX IIyTeH, B pailoHe 1oJ Ha3BaHueM ['aua-Ilapk.

B ce30H neperoHa ckoTa B rOpPOfKe BCETAa OKOJIaYyXBaIiCh KOBOOU-TIOTOHIIUKY ¥ IPUTOHEI TYAETN
KpYTJible CyTKHU. [TlepecTpenku ObIIM TaKUM XKe OOBIYHBIM [eJIoM, KaK U KyJlayHble 001, BOSHUKABIINE
10 MaJlerIeMy [I0BOAY.

KoB6osiM myIaTuIu B KOHIIE TPOIILI, ¥ TOYTH BCe OHU B CUMTAHHBIE THU CITyCKa/Iu 3apaboTaHHbIe
OEHbIH.

Yanpoc, mpoe3xkas yepes [ada-ITapk, 0TMETHII, UTO 3[elIHNe KOBOOM HUYYTh HEe OTIMYAIOTCS OT
opyrux. Kak TOIbKO OIMyCTEI0T UX KapMaHBl, OMHYU BePHYTCS B Texac, a Apyrue OTIPaBsATCS
OpomsKHMYaTh. BO3MOXKHO, KTO-TO U3 HUX ImoemeT Ha FOr, ocraHoBuTCs B PokiH, u KoptHu XopTC
YTOBOPUT €ro [0Be3TH ee 10 Texaca.

Yanpmoc pegko BhIKa3bIBall CBOX YyBCTBa, HO Celdac eMy YePTOBCKYU TPYOHO YAaBaloCh COXPAHUTD
CIIOKOMHOE BhIpaxkKeHue nuna. MeIcib 0 10HOM KopTHY X0pTC, MyTeLIeCTBYIOIIEH 110 IpePUU HaeJuHe
¢ K0oBOOEM, U3T0JI0AABIIKMCS 110 XeHIIKHaM, 0TpaBiIijia eMy cyllecTBoBaHue. Ho coOCcTBeHHas
peaknus Ha 3TO pa3gpaxarna ele Oonbie. ['mynas xkeHmuHa ¢ Boctoka! Huuemy-To oHa He
Hay4uJiach 3a YeThIpe rofa, IpoLIeliie C TOTO OHs, KaK ee XXU3Hb OKa3asach B ero pykax. Kak u
TOra, HUKaKOro HHCTUHKTA CaMOCOXpaHeHus!

YaH[0C 0CTAaHOBUIICS Iepen canyHoM TaTia, HO cuemmBaThCcs He cTan. CyHYB PYKy B KapMaH
JKUJIeTa, OH U3BJIeK OTTYAa IPSAKY BOJIOC, KOTOPYIO HOCUJI ¢ CO00M BCe 9TU YeThIpe rofa. YaHmoc
00HaAPYXKUIT UX B CBOEM KyJlaKe MOCJie TOro, Kak AepHys KopTHU 3a BOJIOCHL.

Torga oH ellle He 3HAJI, KakK ee 30ByT, HO BCKOPe BBLISICHUJI, BEPHYBIIUCH B POKJIM pa3BenaTth, 4YTO
cTanock ¢ ero KomausuMmu I'ma3kamu. UMeHHO Tak YaHOo0C MBICIEHHO Ha3bIBal ee — KoIlraubn
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I'ma3ku, maxe Korga Y3HaJl ee uM4. A ayMall OH O HeW 3a 9TU TOABl 4acTo.

Koneuno, oH npepcrasisan KopTHE COBCEM He TaKOW, KaKOX OHa CTana cerdac. OH IOMHUII ee
MCIIyTaHHOM IeBOYKOM, UyTh CTapIlle ero morudinel cecTprl. Telneps HECMBINITIEHAas TeBYOHKA
IpeBpaTUiIach B KPaCUBYIO XXEHIMHY — BIIPOYEM, BCe TaKylo XKe IIynylo. Kakoe gypalkoe pelleHue
exaTb B Texac! YaHIoC MOT JIETKO MPEANOI0XKUTE, YTO ee U3HACUIYIOT U YOBIOT B OpOTe. ITU
cTpalrHble ¢paHTa3uu OBIIM OCHOBAHH Ha pealbHOCTH.

OH cmemunics, IIPpHUBsA3aJl CBOETO IMEeTroro MeprHa 1nepen CaJlynoMm TaTma u ellle HECKOIBKO MTHOBEHUH
3aJyM4YUBO CMOTPEII Ha IIPAOKY BOJIOC, a IIOTOM C OTBPAlll€EHHWEM OTIIBEIPHYII €€.

B canyne, HeCMOTPS Ha MOTyieHHOE BPEMS, BOKPYT CTOMKHU U 3a CTOJIMKaMHU CHUAEJIO 10 MEHbIIeN
Mepe 4eJIOBEK [IBaflaTh. 37lech Oblsla laXke IMapoyka fiaM II0JTyCBeTa. 3a OOHUM U3 CTOIIMKOB
pe3anuch B KapThl, UT'POU 3alpaBiisail KapTexXHUK-IpodeccuoHan. Ha gpyroM KoHIle 3aja B
KOMIIQHUY IECTH MIPUSITENEN Ty TOPOICKOM 1epud, OHU TaK XKe IIyMeNH, Kak U Opyrue
TIOCETUTEIM MUBHOM. Tpu KOBOOS MUPHO CIIOPUIIH, KOMY MATH C OABYMS LIITIOXaMH. 3@ CTOJIMKOM B
YTIy IBOE THUXO IMOTSTHBAIM IIUBO — SIBHO OTIEThIE OAHOUTHL.

— Ilatip Tpack etre He 3axomuin? — cupocust YaHpoc y 6apMeHa, 3aKa3aB ce6e BEITUBKY.

— He crnpimarn, mpo Takoro, MUCTep. I, YU, TH 3Haelns [Isiipa Tpacka? — KpuUKHYJ OapMeH
OOHOMY U3 3aBCerfaTaes.

— Jla Bpoge OBl HET, — OTBETUIT YHUIIIL.
— On 00BIYHO €37UT B KoMIaHuu Yatina Cmuta u Jlepost Kepnu, — nopuckasan YaHpoc.

— CwmurTa 5 3Hat. CIHIIIa, YTO OH XKUBET C KaKo#-To 6aboit B TexacckoM [Tapuce. A mBoe
opyrux?.. — MyXK4uHa 1oxain njiedami.

YaHpmoc mocTaBUII BUCKM Ha CTOMKY. Hy 4TO X, y2Ke Koe-4To, ITyCTh 3TO flaXke BCEro JIUIIh CIIyXH.
3amaBasi HEBUHHBIE BOIIPOCH B CalyHaX, OH BHISICHUII, 4TO Tpack emeT B HrtioToH. Ho mpo CMuTa OH
HUYEro He CJIBIIIA y2Ke OBa rofa, C TeX Iop KakK y3Hal O TOM, YTO eT0 pa3hkICKUBAET 3a YOUICTBO
nonuuusa CaH-AHTOHMO. A BOT 3a JlepoeM Kepnu YaHgoc pociequn 40 MajleHbKOro ropogka B Heio-
MexuKo, Iie eMy flaxke He IPUIIIOCh HabuBaThCA Ha ApaKy. Kepnu, mpupoXKaeHHbIHM 3a0usika, 4YyTh
YTO XBaTaJICcsl 3a peBoibBep. OH caM mojie3 Ha poxkoH, 1 YaHOoc yOur ero.

Yanpoc 31an [Isupa Tpacka jullb 10 KPaTKOMY OIIMCaHUIO: KallITAHOBLIE BOJIOCH], Kapue Iriasa,
HEBBICOKHMI, OKOJIO TPUALATH. 1oz 9TO omucaHue OAXOAUIN 1Ba KOBOOS ¥ OOuH U3 OaHOUTOB 3a
cronukoM B yriy. Ho y [Iaiipa Tpacka Owiyia ogHa ocofasi mpuMeTa: Ha JIeBOU pyKe ¥ Hero He XBaTalio
OBYX IaJblIEB.

YaHaoc 3aKa3ajl BTOPYIO IOPIUI0 BUCKH.

— Ecnu 3auget Tpack, CKkaxu eMy, 4TO ero uiet YaHaoc.
— Yanpoc? Xopoiro, Muctep. Bel ero gpyr?

— Her.

9TuM Bce OBIJIO CKa3aHo. HUYTO Tak He TPEeBOXKMIO OaHAMTA, KaK COOOIIEeHNE O TOM, YTO ero
Pa3bICKUBAET KTO-TO €My HeM3BeCTHHIA. YaHOOC TAKUM K€ TPHUEeMOM IIOJIOBHUII OPOOSATY
LwammaaaTyH. OH HAOesIcs, YTO 3TO MOMOXKET eMy HaiTu u Tpacka, KOTopoMmy, Kak u CMUTY, BCe
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YeThIpe roga yoaBaJIOCh YXOOUTE OT HETO.

YTo6bI 0OTOPOCHUTH COMHEHUS, YaHA0C BHUMATENIHHO OTJIIEeN TeX TPOUX, KOTOPHIE TOKA3aJIuCh eMy
IOIO3PUTEILHEIMY, HO Y HUX BCE TaIbIlbl ObLIM Ha MeCTe.

— YepT BO3bMHU, MUCTEP, YTO 3TO THL TYT BEICMaTPHUBaEIIb? — CIIPOCUJ KOBOOM, OCTABIINICS 3a
cronukoM oguH. Oba ero ApyxKa BCTald, COOUPasiCh YUTU C AeBUILlaMU HaBepX.

O4eBUOHO, OH IIpourpal CIop 1 TeIeps XKOaJl, KOIrdad BePHETCA OJHA U3 IIPOCTUTYTOK. OT aToro Yy
HEero 3aMeTHO UCIIOPTHUIJIOCh HACTPOEHHUE.

Yaumoc IIPOIIyCTHUII €TI0 CJII0BA MUMO ymeﬁ Ecnu My2XK4YMHA HAaPEIBAETCA Ha JPAKy, YCIIOKOUTE €T0
JOBOJIBHO IIPOCTO.

KoB6oi BcTasnm u3-3a CTONKMKA U, CxBAaTUB YaH[oca 3a 11e40, rpy6o pa3BepHYII ero.
— CykuH CHIH, 5 Tebd cIpa...

YaHpmoc ABUHYJTI €T0 HOTOM B IaX, U MapeHb, o6JIeiHeB, IIOBaIUICS Ha KOJIeHH. YaHO0C BHIXBATHII
PEBOJIBBED.

Kro-Hubynp gpyroi Ha ero MecTe MoT OBl ¥ BRICTPEIUTh, HO YaHmoc He yOuBas nIpocTo Tak. OH
mepaKaj PeBOJIbBED, YTOOH! BEICTPEIUTH B ClTydyae HEOOXOTUMOCTH.

T'oponckoii mepud Makiiacku BCTasl M3-3a CTOJIMKA IIPU TEPBBIX MPpU3HaKax KOHGIMKTa, HO IBHO He
cobupascst BMemuBaThCs. OH OTIUYAJICS OT CBOETO ITPEHIIeCTBEHHUKA, MBITABIIET0CS YCMUPHUTD
HeioToH. He3Hakomell MeTHYT Ha mieprda BITISAH, ¥ TOT CPa3y MOHSII: C 9TUM YeJI0BEKOM IIyTKH
moxu. K ToMy Xe eciu yxK mapeHb CXBAaTUJICS 3@ PEBOJIbBEP, HE CTOUT CTOSITh Y HEr0 Ha IYTH.

IBa Opyrux KoBOOS OCTOPOIKHO COIIN C JIECTHHUITE, YTOOH 3a0paTh CBOEro Apyxka. OHHU IIHPOKO
pas3Beny pyKaMu, BEIpaXKasi MEPOJo0ue:

— Vcmoxkoiitecs, muctep! Y baku mycToi KOTENOK, OH Tyro coobpaxaet. ETo He CIMIIKOM CUIBHO
CKPYTHJIO, HO OH 6osblile He OyIeT XyIUuraHuTh.

— YeprTa c gBa 4...
Kogso6oit, moguumasi baku ¢ KoJieH, TKHY ero JIOKTeM B 0OK:

— JlepbMo! 3aTKHM CBOIO ITacCTh, ITOKA OHa elle 1eja! Tebe MoBe3/10, UYTO OH He IPOILIPSBUIT TBOIO
OalmkKy.

— 4 6ymy B ropofie elle HeCKOJIbKO YacoB, — CKa3al uM YaH[Joc, — Ha ClTy4dal, ecjiy Balll APyT
3aX04eT II0OBECTU UTOTH.

— Her, cap. M=l ceiiuac oTBe3eM baku B areps, a eCjiy OH 4 TOT7la He 00pa3yMUTCs, MBI CaMu
BIIPABUM €My MO3TH. Bbl ¢ HUM 0OJIbIIe He BCTPETUTECE.

BecbMa COMHUTENLHO, nmopmymari Yaupgoc, HO YOOBIIETBOPHUIICA obeIraHusIMHu KOBOOS. HpOCTO B
HrroToHe €My IIPUOETCA OePXKATbCA HAYEKY.

EnBa peBonbBep YaHoca BOLBOPHUIICS HA MECTO, TUBHAS OIATH 3amymena. lepud co B3goxom
00JeryeHus ycemucs Ha MeCTO, a KapTeKHUKHU BePHYIUCE K urpe. Takoro pona pa36opku He
3acnyXuBanu faxe o6cyxneHus. B3pomHoBaTh HRIOTOH MOTTIO TOIBKO KPOBOIIPOJIUTHE.
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Yepes HeCKOIBKO MUHYT YaHIoC BeIIeN U3 cajyHa Tatia. B mouckax Tpacka emMy npencTosiio
000MTH ApyTHe CalyHH TOPOAKA, a TaKXkKe TaHu3asbl ¥ 6oppeny. Ha mocnenHee, BO3MOXKHO, TOXKE
yiimeT BpeMs, Beib OH He ObIJI C XKEHIIMHOU C TeX Iop, Kak yexan u3 Texaca, a HeoOXUoaHHAs BCTpeYa
¢ Koptau XopTcC B ee MPOKJISITON HOUHOU pyOalllke TONMHKO pa33agopuiia ero.

[Togymas o KopTHu, YaHOoC yBUEI Ha 3eMJjie KOMOK TEMHBIX BOJIOC. BAPYTr BETEPOK IOTHal BOJIOCEH
IIPSIMO K ero HoraM. YaHI0C MOOHSII UX U ITOJI0KUII B XKUJETHBIM KapMalllek.

['maBa 11

B BockpeceHbe yTPOM, Korfa Bce HoOpOnmopsifoYHble TOpoKaHe OTIPaBUNIUCh B IePKOBb, Pun Tatimop
cumesn B TOCTMHOW-KabWHeTe, B OMHOM M3 IBYX CBOMX KOMHAT Ha BEPXHEM 3Taxe caayHa. Bosne
Kpecya, IPUOBUHYTOT0 K OKHY, JIexKasla CTOIKA AelleBLX 0yTbBapHBEIX POMaHOB.

OH o6oxKa MPUKIII0YeHYeCKre poMaHbl. Hekorga ero mo6uMeIM nucaTeneM 0wt Hag banTnep, HO B
IocjIefilHee BPeMs ero yBiIeKnu uctopuu o bydhdano bunne, HanvcanHuble Apyrom bunna [IperTucoM
WurpaxamoM. Puny HpaBuauck poMaHsl ¥ camoro byddaino buna, Ho ero mo6uMoN KHUTOM
ocrtaBancs «Cert [I:koHC, unu [IneHHUK rpaHunbl» JaBapaa CunbBecTpa IJIKuca — MEPBBIN
OynpBapHLIM poMaH o [JuKoM 3amafie u3maTenbcTBa «bumgn u Agame».

Pup B nsATEIM pa3 ynoeHHO nepeduThiBan «ban OxoTHuyui HoX, ManeHbKHY OXOTHUK C CEBEPO-
3amama» Omnna Kymca, Korga 13 cliajabHU TOMHO BHITUTBUIA JJUIHM M3 1 HapOYKUTO I'POMKO 3€BHYIIA.
Ho otBneus Pupa el He ymanoch — B 9TO YTPO €T0 HE MHTEPECOBAJIO ee MOIyrojioe Teso, b0 OH
BCJIACTH IIOII0JIH30BAJICS UM IIPOIUION HOYbIO.

— Tebe Hamo ObLIO PA30yOUTL MEHS, MUJIBIHM, — ITPOIeia Ut M3l rpyoHEIM I'0JIOCKOM, BCTaB 3a
CIIMHOM y Puma u 00BUB pyKaMu ero Iero. — 4 gymara, Mbl IPOBEEM B IIOCTEH LeJIbIN NeHb.

— Tor ommbanack, — paccestHHO mpobopmoTan Pun. — A teneps Oynb yMHUIIEH, Oeru-Ka K cebe!

OH moxJyona’ ee 10 pyKe, faxe He B3T/ISHYB Ha Hee. ['yOKu Iy M3l CKPUBUIIUCH OT TOCATEL.
XopoieHbKas [eBYIIKa C IPeKpacHor GUTYPKOH, OHa To0uIa MyK4YKH, 04eHb mo0una!l BipoueMm,
Iopa, meByIika, paboTaBiasi BMecTe C Hell B canyHe y Pupma, Toxke mobuna ux. Ho Pug He pa3perran
UM 00CTyKUBaTh KNTHeHTOB. OH MaXke HAHSJ OJHOTO 3ae3Kero 6aHOuTa CIIeUTh 3a TEM, YTOOHI 3TO
€ro pacrnopsixkeHue BBHIIOIHII0Ch HEYKOCHUTENbHO, M ['ac MaKcBeI TIaTeIbHO CIEOUIT 3a 3TUM.

Pupn cMoTpern Ha 3THUX [IeBYIIIEK KaK Ha CBOI0 COOCTBEHHOCTh U He 3KejaJjl KJaTh, KOT{a ero 0fi0JeBaio
JKeJlaHUe TIOBO3UTHCS C OIHOM M3 HUX B roctenu. OmHAKO OH He TaK YK YacTo MpHUTjIalal ux K cebe
B TIOCTEJIb, 100 eMy IPUXOOUIOCH IeNIUTh BHUMaHue Mexay o0eumu. Iy Mait u [Jopa, ObIBIIME
TIOJPYTH, Teephb BPaXkI0BaIk U3-3a TOTO, YTO PU[I CTal UX e UHCTBEHHBIM MYKYUHOM.

Onnu Maii 6bla He Tpoys, 4T0OR KopTHU XOPTC BHIIIUTA 3aMyXK 3a Puma. MoxeT, Torma oH HaKOHeI]
otnycTut ee u [lopy. OH pacmopsimuics, YToOB OHU He CMeJIH YXOOUTh M3 CajlyHa, ¥ HU OJHA M3 HUX
He OCMeJIMBajach ero ocnymaThkes. Korga Pup 3asiBui1, 4To BO3bMET UX € C000¥ B YuuuTo, I1mu Moait
oOpagoBanach, HafiesiCh, YTO TaM BCe U3MEHHUTCS. Begb B YuumuTo X0Ts ObI eCTh I1epud, KOTOPOMy
MOXKHO TI03KajoBaThCs! 30ech, B POK/IM, HUKTO He 1OBepusi OB B TaKOM HECIIBIXaHHBIN ITPOU3BOJI, 160
PI/IJI BiIafell YACTEIM, IIPUIITMYHBIM CAalIyHOM U I'OPOZKAdHE YBazKaJlkd €r0.

— 3Haelb, B yeM TBos Oefia, Pun? — ckasasna 9mnu Mai, B30ynopaxkeHHas OT
HEYIOBIIETBOPEHHOCTH. — Te0s B XKM3HU UHTEPECYIOT TOJIBKO TPU BEILU: NEHbIH, HEIIeBbe POMAHHEl U
3Ta MPOCTUTYTKA Yepe3 JOPOry. YIUBIISAIOCH, KAK 3TO Thl He ITOBEJI MEUCC XaHXKY B IIePKOBb. Thl MOT
OBI IIOTOM IIPUTJIACUTD €€ Ha JieH4Y. KOHeYHO, CBSINIeHHUKA TBOE IOSIBJIEHNE B 1IePKBU ITOBEPTJI0 OBl B
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III0K. He uCKII04YeHo, 410 6eI[H$I1"a XJIOITHYJICSA OBl B 06M0pOK OT HEOXKHUITAHHOCTH.

OHa 3ps Toyuna A0: PuM maxe He CIBIIA ee. DI CEPAKUTO IIOCMOTPeIa B OTKPHITOE OKHO U
YBU[ETIA, YTO I10 YJIKIle UAeT OeBYIIKa, 0 KOTOPOM OHa TOJBKO YTO TOBOPHIIA. JJIIK M3 YIRIOHYIACh,
3JI0pafHO CBEPKHYB Tla3aMH.

— Tak-Tax, HUHTEPECHO, YTO 3TO 3a IMaPEeHb IIPOBO2KAET MHUCC KOpTHI/I nu3 I.IepKBI/I? — CMaKys4 CJIOBa,
IIpOTroBOPHIIa OHA.

Pup ToT9ac BCKOYHUI C KPeCyia ¥ YCTaBUIICSA B OKHO. 3aTeM, PEIBKOM 3a[IepPHYB 3aHABECKH, TIOBEPHYII K
Onnu pa3bsipeHHoe JUIIO.

— Tebst Hago oTIINENATh, ypa! — rHEBHO CKa3asl OH. — ThI 4TO, He y3Hasna [Tupca Kaiitca?
— A-a, Tak 910 [Iupc? — OPUTBOPHO YOAUBHUIIACh OHA.

— Yo6wupaiics!

— YX0Xy, yX0XKYy, caxapHbIi MO !

OHa ynmoB/IeTBOPEHHO yiEIOHYyMack. JIagHo, IyCTh 37IUTCS, OHAa TaKU 3aCTaBUJIa €T0 IOHEPBHUYATS,
XOTs1 OBl ¥ HECKOJIBKO MrHOBeHUM. OH CIMIIKOM IIPUBHIK [10JIy4aTh BCe, YTO X0UeT. Ecu 4T0-TO He 10
HeM. Pup BeixoguT u3 cebs oT sipocTu. KopTHu XopTc Obljla MeuToM Pupa. [leBylilka He yCTPEMUIIach
B €r0 00BSATHS, OMHAKO OH HUYYTh He COMHEBAJICS, YTO PaHO WK IIO3OHO OHA 9TO caefnaeT. OH yxe
cuuTal, 4To KopTHU npuHannexut emy. Ho Omnu Mau Hafiesanace, 4YTO MaJleHbKasl Jiefu He COaCTCA.
Pupa Taunopa He MemaeT X0Th pa3 IPOyYUTh.

— KopTtHu!

JleByiKa 0CTaHOBUIACh, BCKPUKHYB OT JOCAnH, Korna yBumena Pupga Tainopa, CliemmBIIero K Hei
yepe3 popory. Kak xe eit He moBe3yo! Emle HeCKOTBKO SAPOOB — U OHA yKe Oblia Obl B TOCTUHULIE.

Marttu u [Tupc Toxke 0CTAaHOBUIKUCH, HO KOopTHY, n306pa3uB HEMOAAETbHOE CTPalaHKe, TIOMPOCUIa UX
B3TJISIIOM MATH JaJibllle, @ caMa 0CTajach XaaTh Puma. 9To He 3aHSII0 MHOT'O BpeMeHH. [10JIKHO
OBITH, OH BHICKOYHJI U3 CaJyHa Cpa3y, KaK TOJIBKO ee YBU[IelI, TOCKOJIbKY Ha HEM He ObIJI0 HU IAJbTO,
HU IISIH, YTO Ka3aJIoCh BeChMa HeOOBIYHbLIM [IJI YeJI0BeKa, BCeryia KUUMBIIEeTroCs
0e3YKOPU3HEHHOCTHIO CBOEH OEeKIHI.

Ero cBeTibIe BOIOCH OBIIM BCKJIOKOYEHEBI, — a IEeKH 3aPOCIIH IeTHHOW — 3HAYHT, OH ellle He
Opurncs. OgHaKo BCTPeNaHHbIM BU Pula HUYYTh He TIOPTUJI €T0 BHEITHOCTU. TeMHO-3€eJIeHbIe TT1a3a,
OPJIMHBIM HOC U IMOYKHM Ha IleKax Jeflajii ero BechMa 06asTenbHEIM. Pup OB KPYITHEIM, BEICOKUM U
KpenkuM. KopTHU Bcerfia oilyiana B HeM cunny. OH IPUBHIK 11006eXaTh, ¥ yada COIyTCTBOBala
eMy. [la, CUIIbHBIN YeJIOBEK.

KopTHu nopoii youBmsiack, MoYeMy BUOUT B Pue omHU HEJOCTATKH, HO HUYETO HEe MOTJIa C 3TUM
nopesnath. OH OBIT YIIPSIM Kak ObIK, TakuxX KOpTHU ellle He BCTpedasa. Pup e mpocTo He HPaBHUIICH,
BOT ¥ Bce. OlHAKO KOrfa OHa 06epHyIach K HEMY, ee B3TJIS[ He BhIpa3ui Hempusi3Hu — KopTHu Oblna
CITUIIKOM 03a004YeHa CBOMMH MPOOIeMaMHu.

— Iobpoe yTpo, Pun.

OH cpa3y NPUCTYIUI K Jemy:
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— TrI He BCcTpeyanach CoO MHOU II0CTIe TOM NepefiefIKi B MarasruHe y X9HAJIN.
— Hy u 4t0?

— TBI 4TO, TAK CUJIBHO PaCCTPOUTIACH?

— KoneuHo.

Ona He nrasna. [IpaBmo# OBITIO ¥ TO, YTO BCe IIOC/IeHEE BpeMs OHa MCKaJjla CIIyTHHKA [0 Texaca.
Kopthu maxe coOpana Bemu B gopory. bepuu Bukciep kak pa3 mpofaBaj GyproH 1 KPemnKyio
jomaab. En He XBaTano TOJIBKO IOMYyTUYHKA.

Brnarogaps nepepenke B Mara3uHe y XsHIIM MOXKHO OBIJIO He BCTpedaThes ¢ Pugom. O6bscHeHUN
BPOJIe «sI ITPOCTO He XOTella BUMETh TeOsI» OH He MMPUHUMAJ.

— Korpa 'ac paccka3san MHe, g CHaydajla ¥ He IIOBepusl. B TOT IeHb g TOJIbKO BEYEPOM BEPHYJICS U3
Yuunto, — 3ameTun Pung. — YepTOBCKY 1MOBE3JI0, UYTO TaM OKa3asCd TOT ITapeHs, YaHAamep.

— YaHmoc, — MATKO nompasuiia KopTHu.

— Yro? A, Hy ma! BrpoueM, Kakas pasHura? {4 cobupascs mobiaroqapuTh €ro 3a TO, YTO OH ITPHIIeT
Tebe Ha IIOMOIIlb, HO OH 0YeHb PaHO yexasn. MoXKeT, 3TO ¥ K JTy4IIeMYy: CJIUIIKOM YK ObICTPO OH
XBaTaeTCs 3a PEBOIIbBED.

KoptHu 3Hana, 4T0 OH UMeN B BUAY. B Ty HOUb OHa Nlerna I03gHO U HAayTPO IIpocnaja BTOPYIo
nepecTtpenKky. Bpoge 65l mpyxok [IxkrMa Yopna Bei3Ban YaHOoca Ha gpaky nepeq roctuHuten. [1o
cnoBaM cTaporo Yapnu, mapeHb He CMOT TSIraThCs ¢ YaHmocoM B ObICTPOTE. TOT MOTHUEHOCHBIM
IBUXKEHUEM BHIXBATHUJI PEBOJIbBED, HO HEe YOUII apHs, a TOJIbKO PaHul B pykKy. [IoToM cBsi3as ero u
yckaka u3 Poknu ¢ HuM u TpynoM [xuMa Yoppa.

— C kakoii ctatu Tebe 6rmaromapuTh ero, Pun? — crnpocuna KoptHu. — ¢ momeiTanach cama 3TO
chenaTth, HO eMy He HyXHa 071arofflapHoCTb.

— OueHb XKaJb, YTO MEHSI TaM He OBIJIO U ST caM He CMOT IIOMOYb Tebe, Musasi, — J1aCKOBO
nporoBopuil Puxg. — Ho 3aTo s ymauHo cbe3muil. 3aCTONOUIT OTIMYHBIN y4acToOK B byddano-Cutu.
ToT mapeHsb, KOTOPHIN CKa3al MHe IIPO HEero, okasaJscs npas. biarogaps xXee3Hou fopore elle OfuH
TOPOJMIOK TOSIBUJICS OYKBAJIbHO B OOHOYACkE TaM, I'Tie paHbIle Oblla CTOSSHKa OpOISTYUX TOPTOBLIEB.
Ero yxe nepeumenoBanu B [logxk-CuTH, B 4€CTh KaluTaHa ONMUKaAUIIET0 rapHU30Ha.

— Emie oguH K0BOOWCKHMI TOPOAOK? — Cyxo ocBegoMmuiack Koptau. Ee yxke He ynuBnsia
OTKPOBEHHAas 3allMKJIEHHOCTh Pua Ha COOCTBEHHBIX IpobIeMax. — 3HAYUT, THI Iepee3xkKaellb Tyfa,
a He B YUuurto?

— Her, s Haiiy yIpaBIIsIoOIIero Ajs MOero canyHa B Jomgxk-CuTu, a KuUTb Oyay B YUUHTO, KaK U
cobuparcs.

— Becbma npegnpuuMunBo! Moxet, Tebe HE CTOUT CHOCUTE TBOM canyH B Pokmau? Twl MOT OB
OCTABUTE U €TO0.

— 4 yxe nyman 06 sTom. Ecnu TeGe HpaBUTCS 9Ta Umes...

— Hert, Pun, — nepeGI/IHa ero KOpTHI/I. CnaBa BOl"y, OH TakK TYII, YTO UPOHUA HE JOXOOUT OO HETO. —
Y10 OBI TH HU peninii, KO MHE 3TO HE UMeeT HUKAKOI'O OTHOIIEHHA.
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— Jla HeT Xe, KOHEYHO, UMeeT!
— Her, He uMeeT! — yIIpsiMo OBTOPHUJIA OHA. — YUTH, 4TO S pPellinsia yexaTs U3 POKIIn.

— Yexats? Tel 0 yeM? KOHEUHO, TH X0TeJla BePHYTHCSA Ha BOCTOK, ¥ 3TO MOHATHO. { ocen B Poknu
TOJIBKO 13-3a TeOs1. Ho 3auem Tebe Bo3BpamlaThcs Ha BocTok, Munas? Capa cka3ala MHe...

— MHe nneBaTh Ha TO, 4TO Tebe cka3asna Capa. — KopTHU mOBEICKTIA TOIOC, BO3MYIIlEHHAS €ro
TIOKPOBUTENILCTBEHHBIM TOHOM. — UM Kyfia s eqy — TOxXe He TBOe JeJ0.

— Moe.

Boxe, eme HeMHOr0, ¥ OHa 3akpuuuT! U Tak Bcerpga. ITOT YeloBeK a0COIIOTHO He MPU3HaBasl CJIoBa
«HeT». OHa TBEPHO OTKa3asiach BEIMTU 3a HEro 3aMyX, HO Pup CJI0BHO He 3aMeTHI 3TOT0. YTO MOXKHO
cOenaTh C TaKOUW CaMOyBEPEHHOCTHIO?

— Pup, MHe Hapo uatu. MatTtu v [Tupc XKOyT MeHs moMa.

— ITomoXAayT, — OTBETUJ OH, HAaXMypPHUBIIKUCE. — Ciymiai MeHsd BHUMaTenbHO, KopTHU. Hacuer aTtou
TBOEM UEeU C 0The3[OM. f mMPoCTo He pa3pelalo Tebe...

— Trl MHe He pa3pewaens! — KOpTHY 3aj0XHYIaCh OT BO3MYILEHUS.

— Hy, MoXeT, 51 He Tak BBIpA3uJICs, — IMOMBITAJICSA YCIIOKOUTD ee Pum. I'ocrionu, Korfa ee riasa BOT
TaK CBepKaJil, OHa CTaHOBUJIACh TaKOW COO/Ia3HUTENbHOM! OTO CIydyanoch He4acTo, HO B TaKue
MOMEHTH OHa Bo30yzKfasa ero, Kak HY OfiHa XKeHIInHa. — [IpocTo Heflenu Yepes OBe s CMaThIBalo
OTCIOfA U JyMaJl, YTO MBI MOTJIM OBl CHa4asa IOXEHUThCS.

— Her!

— Muras, oTciofa 0o YUYUTO YEePTOBCKH [IOJITO €XaTh, 5 IPOCTO He YCIIelo T0yXaxKuBaTh 3a TOOOM.
— Bort u xoporo.

OH eitie 60sIbIlle HAXMYPHUIICS:

— Tol HU pa3y TONKOM He 00BSICHUIIA MHE, II0UeMy He XOUelllb BHIXOJUTh 3a MEHS 3aMyX. A, HY 1a, g
3HAIO0, TH HEe JII00UIIEL MEH4. ..

— O, HeyXKTO g TaK MHOTO CKa3asna tebe?

— Murnasi, TH Hay4HIIbCs TIOOUTh MeHsT, — 0OHafekun ee Puf, moKa3aB IMOYKM Ha IIeKax. — o
npuyuy Tebs K cebe.

— Pup, s He xouy, 4TOORI TH IIPUYYall MeHS K cebe, ...

[Tpuiinoce BHITEPIIETh €TI0 HEOXKUAaHHBIM OLENIy — BHIPHIBATLCS Ha BUAY Y Bcex KOpTHU He
XOTEJIOCh, 1a ¥ IIPOTHUBHO e He OvlI0. Pupm ymen nenoBaThcs. Ho KpoMe pa3mpakeHus, ero moueyi
HUYEero B Heil He BeI3Basl. C KaKUM YIOBOIBCTBHMEM OHA OTBeTHIa Obl eMy moineurnHoi! Ho He cToumo
Pa3bIrphIBaTh 3Ty 3aHUMATEIbHYIO CIIeHY Ha YIIHIIE.

OH HaKOHel] OTIIYCTUI ee, ¥ KOpTHU OTCTyIIMIIa Ha LIar.

— Iloka, Pun!
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— A MBI ¢ TOOOM BCce-Taku moxKeHUMCs, KOpTHU, — TBepHo cKalas Pup, risgs e BCie.

KopTHU He MOHPABUIMCH 3TH CJI0BA: B HUX 3BydYasia yrpo3a. MoXeT, Iydile OTI0XKUTb OThe3 —
TI0J0K/aTh, MoKa Pup otmpaButcs B Yuunuto? KoHEYHO, TPYOHO IIOBEPUTD B TO, YTO OH IIOMBITAETCS
yaoepKaTh ee, HO KTO ero 3HaeT? OTcTauBasi CBOM UHTEPECH, PUMI CTaHOBUJICS HEIIPEICKa3yEMEBIM.

KopTHM Tak mOTpy3uiach B CBOM PAa3MBHILITIEHUS, YTO YYTh He HaneTena Ha YaHHoca, KOTOPHIM CTOSITT
B IBEPSX TOCTUHUIIEI, 3aropakuBas Ipoxof. M Kak ke oHa ero He 3ametuina? O ['ocrogu, Bumen iau
OH, KaK Pup 1ienoBan ee? B3rnsm ero, Kak 00BIYHO, OBITT HEIIPOHUIIAEM.

[ITexu KopTHu cMyIeHHO 3aanenu. OHa 00epHYIach: a BOPYT Pum Bce elle CMOTPUT Ha Hee? Het, oH
BO3BpalllajCid K CBOEMY CalyHY.

— 41... 1 He mymasa, 9YTO MBI C BAMU YBUAMMCS... — Havasa Ob110 KOPTHY, HO OCEKJIach: OH MaXHYN y
Hee mepes HOCOM JIUCTKOM OyMard.

— BBl cMOXeTe mpUroToBUTD 3TO 3a Yyac? OHa pa3BepHYIa MITHIM TUCTOK U OLICTPO mpobexkasa ero
rna3amu. Ceparie ee IOOIPHITHYII0. 9TO OB CIIUCOK Bellel, He0OXOOUMBIX B JOPOre, MOIPOOHbIH
cunucok! OHa mogHsIa Ha HEero Ijaasa:

— 3HAYUT JI1 3TO, YTO BHI IlepegymManu? HeckKonbKo MTHOBEHHM OH MOJiYa CMOTpeJI Ha Hee. B aTux
KOIIIaYbMX I'NIa3KaX TakK JIETKO YUTAJKMCh HafeXkKaa ¥ pafoCTHOE BOTHEHUE.

— OpuH 4ac, nenu, Uiu s yeny oguH. — Borblile OH He CKa3as HU CJI0oBa.

['maBa 12

MaTTH nocTy4asna B ABEPh TOJILKO OAWH Pa3 U OTKpPHIIA ee.
— 3HayuuT, OH BepHYyJCcA? KOpTHU IIAHY/a Yyepes I1eyo:

— Yrto? Ont, MaTTH, 5 1 3a0blTa, YTO BEI ¢ [Tupcom xkmete meHst! [Ipoctu. Ho TonmbKO HE CTOH,
moxKayucTa, Ha nopore! Bxogu u nmomoru MHe!

— Ilomous B yem?
— ThI 9TO, camMa He BUIWINL? — HeTepmenuBo 6pocuia KopTHu.

'ma3a MaTTu pacUIMPUIKCh, KOT[Ia OHA 3aMeTHIa [[apUBIIKNY B KOMHATe KaBapaak. [ToBciomy Oblta
packumaHa ofmexna. [1naThs U HUXKHUE 100KU BaJIsAINCh Ha Kpeciie, KpoBaTH, KOMOJE. ..

— Tt xouets, YTOOH! I TOMOr1a Tebe 3aX7IaMUTh TBOIO KOMHATY?

. — I'nmynas! 4 He MOTY B35ITh CYHIYK, IIOTOMY 4YTO B CIIMCKE HEe 3HQYUTCS (PYpProH, TONHKO JIOIIaAb CO
BCEM CHapsxKeHueM. Bot, Buauiib? — KOPTHU NPOTSAHYJIA JIUCTOK.

MartTu oKkpyriuia riasa:
— Ou Gepet Te0st B Texac? Ho Befb ThHI, KaxKeTCs, TOBOPHUITIA...

— O nepegymain. OH HEMHOTOCIIOBeH, MaTT#, — TONIBKO IPOTSHYJ MHE 9TOT JIUCTOK U CITPOCHIT,
cMory 1 st cobpaThest 3a wac. Ox! [TaBait ke, y MeHs Tak Majo Bpemenu! Hafmo erme cxomuTh K
X3HIH 3a CeeTbHEIMU CYMKAaMHU U IPOOYKTaMH, KYIIUTh JIOMIAMdb H...
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— KopTtau! Heyxkenu Th X04ellb €xaTb 00 camoro Texaca 6e3 pyprona? TeOe ke Hernme OymeT
yenuHUTHCS. Tebe MpUOeTcs craTh Ha 3emiie!

— YV meHs 6y;[eT IMOXOOHadA IMMOCTeJIb, — C BOOOYIIEBJIEHHNEM CKa3adJla KOpTHI/I. — CMOTpI/I, 30€eCh B
CIIMCKE€ 3HAYHUTCSA IIOXOOHAaA IIOCTEIIb.

— KopTHu!

— Bepnb y MeHst He ciuInKoM 00bInoii BEIOOD, BepHO? K TOMY Ke mogyMaii, CKOJIbBKO BPEMEHU MBI
cakoHOMEUM Oe3 dyprona! { nonany B Yaiiko HaMHOT'0 paHbllle, 4YeM IIpeAIoaraia.

— Kopr, TH HUKOT[Ia He CKaKaJla Ha JIOUIafX eIkl JeHb.» a TYT IPUNeTCs TPSICTUCH B Cefie
HECKOJIbKO Hemenb. Tebe OymeT Tak O0JIBHO...

— MarrTy, 1 BEIAEPXKY, TpaBha! Y y MeHsI HET BpeMeHU Ha Ccrophl. Eciu g He OyAy roToBa, OH yemeT
0e3 MeHS.

— IIycts epert! 'ocriomu, KopTHHU, 3TOT 4eI0BEK CIUIIKOM TOpomuTcs. OH 3acTaBUT Te0S CKaKaTh
PBICHIO TI0 TTpepusaM. Y TeOst BeCh 3af] IOKPOETCs BONOLIpIMHU. Yepe3s [Ba AHS THI Oymelrb Me4TaThb O
CMEepPTH ¥ YMOJISITh €T0 OTIIPABUTDH TebOs Ha3af. [Iomokau OPyroro momyTYuKa.

— Hert, — cka3zana KopTHu, mn0THO ckaB I'y0sl. — [Ipyrue mpoe3xaroiire yepe3 PoKIu, MOXKeT, U
COrJIacsAaTCs, HO CMOTY JIU S foBepsaTh uM? A nosepsito YaHmocy. Tl 2Ke caMa roBOpuiia, 4YTo OH
OT/IMYHO IOOKIET MHe B monyT4YuKu. EcTh u eme Koe-uto, MatTu. [Tomo3pesai, 4To Pug moxeT
IIOTIIBITAThCS YAEPXKATh MEHS.

— OH He nocMeeT! — Bo3MyTUIach MaTTu.
— Eme kak nocMeeT! A He KaX[bli MyXK4Y/WHA CMOXKET AaTh PUy OTIIOP.
— W T pymaens, Yangoc cmoxeT? [la, moxKaiyy, Tl mpasa. Ho...

— MarTTH, MHe Hafo IIOMacTh B Y31K0. YaHOOC KaK Helb3s JIy4dlie IMogXOoOuT MHe B IIDOBOJHUKH. Bce
IIPOCTO, ¥ HE HaJO HUYETro YCIIOXKHATE. Hy TaK ThI IOMOXKEIIb MHE? Y MeHS UCTEKAEeT BpeMms.

— Xopomuro. — Mattu B3moxHya. — Hy-Ka, maBai cioma cBo¥ cucok! Oro! Tel 4T0, cOOUpaeIbCs
NOKyIaTh Opioku U pybamrku? OH 370eCh MEePEUUCIUI BCE 3TO.

KopTHH, cocperoTodyeHHO 0TOMPaBIIas CBOU IIJIAThs, TOJIBKO [T0Kadasia roJI0BOM:

— YBepeHa, OH BKJIIOYHIJI 3TH BEUIX B CIIMCOK, CUUTAA, YTO 4 HE MOT'y CKAaKaTh Ha JIOIIAOdHX B ITJIaThe.
Ho Y MeH4d eCTh MOXepoBas 106Ka, KOTOPYIO s Iepeneiiaiia Ojisd BerOBOfI e30bl, OHa IIOJOMIEeT.

— IIymaelnb, IpUYKMHA TOJIBKO B 9TOM? A MOXKET, OH X04eT, YTOOHI THI IIOXOO¥Ia Ha MyKunHy? He
3a0bIBali, Yepe3 Kakue 3eMJIH ThHI II0eIelb!

— He nyrait mensi, Martu! 4 u Tak 6010Ch.
— MoxeT, Ha BCIKUU CTydall BCe XkKe KyNHIIb XOTh apy OpIoK?

— Hasep#oe, cTout. Ho Muctep X9HA/I1 peluT, 4To A craTuia. K ToMy XXe Ha BCe 3T0 Y MEHS He
XBaTUT JIeHeT.

MartTu IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha CaKBOsXK, B KOTOpBIfI KOpTHI/I 3alluXWBaJlla [Ba IIJIaThd.
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— 41 3Haw. KopT, OH BeJes B3sITh MUHUMYM OfeK/Ibl, HO oueMy Obl Te6e He TIOJI0KHUTh Ty/a elre
omHo mnathe? Tebe Bce paBHO MOHAAOOUTCS MEIIOK [IJisi MPOAYKTOB, K TOMY JKe eCTh CefleTbHbIe
cymku. Tebe OymeT TeCHOBATO Ha JIOIIALY CPEOY BCEX 3TUX BEIIEH, HO C 9TUM YK HUYETO He
TIOfieJIaelllb.

— O, Mattu, kcratu! THl Bemb Tydllle, 4eM 51, pa30upaenibcs B JIOMaAsaX. A OH cKa3al, YTO MHe
HyXKHa Xopolas yomans. He Moria Ol TEl KyIUTL MHE ee?

— 3pech B KOHIOIIHe HeboraThil BEIGOP. Ho ecnu elre ecTh BpeMs, 51 MOTy cOerath K cebe. Y Hac ecTb
HeImIoxas JIOLIafKa.

— Bpemenu HeT, MaTtTi. OH CKa3aa yac, ¥ 9TO 3HA4YUT Yac.

— JlapmHO, TOCMOTPUM, YTO MOXKHO IIPUAyMaTh, — IIpobopMoTana MaTTu. — BeTpeTumMcs nepeq
Mara3uHoM XsHu. A Capa yxe 3Haet?

[IpoTsiHYB OAPYTe HECKOIBKO KYITIOP M3 CBOETO TAaMHOTO 3araca, KOpTHH yCMeXHyIack:

— Tot mytuns? Ecnu 6 oHa 3Hama, To ceidac Oblna OBl 3mech U MOapP0oOHO PaCIKChBAIA
TIOAICTEPETAa0IINe MEHS OIaCHOCTH.

— A moxer, Tebe ny4dirie BooO1Ie He TOBOPUTH i 0 CBOEM OThe3me?
— He Mmory, Mattu. Bce-Taku oHa 3a00Tunack 000 MHE MOCIIEOHUE TOOEL.
— 3aberanacsk! — Herogyole BOCK/INKHYIa MaTTu. — [la OHa HellagHO MaxXasa Ha Tebe!

KoprHu ynei6Hynack. MaTTé 00BIYHO He CTECHSJIACh B BHIpaXKEHUAX. 3a 9TU FOJLl OHA IepeHsia y
TIOOPYTY HECKOJIBKO HOBBIX CJIOBEUEK, M OHUM MHOM pa3 MPOCKaib3bIBald y Hee B pa3roBope. Temeps
OHa TI0 KpaiiHel Mepe He KpacHesa, KaK paHbllle, YCIBIIIaB 0T MaTTH KPEIKOoe CIJIOBIIO.

KopTHu ¢ rpycThI0 IOgyMasa 0 TOM, YTO X IPUAEeTCs HafloITro PaccTaThCs C MOAPYTOM, ¥ CKa3asa:
— 4 6yny ckydaTh 1o Tebe, MaTTu. Bo3sMmu cebe 4TO-HUOYObL U3 Belllel, KOTOPEIe 51 OCTaBIIO 3[EeCh.
['ma3a meByILIKY 3arOpeiuch:

— Trl UMeeLlb B BUAY... BCE 3TU Yy[EeCHBIE IIJIaThA?

— 4 mymato, nyuiie ocTaBuTh ux Tebe, yem Cape.

— O uepT, He 3HAI0, YTO U CKa3aTh! f Toxe Oymy CKydaTh 10 Tebe.

Ona BrIOEKAjIa U3 KOMHATH, 005Ch pacnnakathcs npu Koptau. Yto Tonky B cne3ax? Bce paBHo Kopt
yemeT — 3TO ee TBEPLIOe pelleHHue.

Crne3sl HaBepHYNUCH U Ha I'71a3a KopTHY, KOrfa oHa, IOCIeIIHO 3aKOHYUB COOPHI, OfjeBanach A
BEPXOBOU €3[Hl.

[Mepen yxomoM oHa 3abexarna Kk Cape. KOpTHH X0Tesa MOMPOIIAThCs C Hel B MOCTIENHION MUHYTY,
yZe TOCJie TOTO, KaK KYIIHT Bce Heobxogumoe B mopory. Ho BpeMeHU ocTaBanoch B 00pes.

— 3HAYMUT, TH BCE-TAKMW HE PAcCTajlach CO CBOeM OpemoBoy uaeel exaTh B YaiKo? — cupocuia Capa.
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— Her, Capa, — MATKO cKa3ajna KopTHu.

— Manenbkas aypouka! Eciu T morubGHeIb B Ipepuu, KJISHYCh, S He TIPOJIbIo 10 Tebe HU CIIe3WHKH.
— 4 eny He opHa, Capa.

— Yto? C KeM xke?

— Ero 30ByT YaHpocC, 3TO TOT 4e€JI0BEK, KOTOPHIX. ..

— 4 3Halo, KTO OH, — mepebuna ee Capa u BOPYT pa3pa3unack cMexoM. — Ox, Terepb MHe BCe SICHO!
Bech aToT Gpeq HacyeT TBOETO OTIa OBIJT TPOCTO MPeaioroM. Tl Bce BeIOyMasa, YToOk cOexaTh C
atuM OaHguTOM. $1 BCcerya 3Hasa, 4TO TH Opopsra.

I'ma3a KopTHu 37106HO0 G1€CHYIH.

— Hwudero Takoro TH He 3Haja, Capa. Ho moxarnyicTa, fyMau Bce, YTO XO4elllb. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB
€CIIH, OTell JeUCTBUTEJIbHO XKUB, 3HAYHUT, TBOS CBSI3b C [appu — MPOCTO HE3aKOHHOE COXKUTEILCTBO.
CornacHa?

[Toka oHeMeBmasi Capa IBITajIach YTO-TO CKa3aTh, KOPTHM BEICKOYMIIA U3 TOCTHHUITEL. OHa 60s11ach,
yTo Capa IMOrOHUTCS 3a Hel, HO 3TOT0 He CIIy4YHuIOoCh.

Yanpoca Ha ynulle He Ob110, ¥ Y KopTHU 0CTaBanoch ellle HECKOJIbKO MUHYT [0 KOHIIAa OTBEEHHOTO
el yaca. OHa OBICTPO Kymua Bce He0OXOOMMOe U laXKe yCIiesa MOMIPOoIIaThCS C TEMH, KTO BCeraa
IIPOSIBIIAN K Hel mobpoty. Eit moBe3no — u Jlape Xouamnu, u Yapnu co CHaboM, u cecTprl Kopman
OBLITM B Mara3uHe.

OHa pacmiaynBaack 3a IMOKYIIKY, KOrfa Bojia MaTTu.
— On xpet, KopTHH.

[eByIIKa BHITJISIHYIa B OKHO. YaHOC yXKe cupell Ha jiomany. KopTHU MOYyBCTBOBaa, KakK y Hee 10
cnuHe po0exkaa Jierkas Apoxb. OHa OTIIpaBNaiach B JalbHUW U ONACHBIM IIYTh C Y€JI0BEKOM,
KOTOPOTO efiBa 3Hasa.

— OH npuBes BTOPYIO JIOIafib, — IPOJoIKana MaTTy, IOHU3UB I'0JI0C, — OCeJIaHHYI0 U CO COpyex.
HaBepHoe, OH MOHSJI, YTO THl He HaWJelIb 3[eck HU4Yero nogxopsimero. [Ipasaa, s Kynuna tebe
cTapyo Hennu — no gemeBke. — MaTTu NpOTSHYIa IOAPYre ocTaBlIvecs AeHbru. — OHa
COBEPIIEHHO He TOfHA /15 e3bl, 3aTO 9TO OTJIMYHasA BbIOUHAS JIOLIaAh, TaK YTO Tebe He MPUAETCS
TECHUTLCS B CeIJjie BMeCTe C BellaMu.

— Tak moyeMy Xe THl TOBOPHUIIL YOUTHIM I'0JI0COM?

— Pa3Be? — MatTu usobpasusna ygusnenue. — Thl ye3xkaenrb... O, BOT 4To elle g xoTena. [Ipsmo u
He 3Harw. IToT YaHpoc... OH TakoM CTpaHHLIN. f ceryac OThala eMy B KOHIOIIHe cTapyio Hemmnu, o
npomosyas. Tel IpaBa — OH HEMHOTOCJIOBEH. M OH... OH IyraeT MeHs.

— Marttu!
— [Ila, nyraet! [ToyeMy ThHI TakK yBepeHa, 4YTO €My MOXKHO 0OBepsTh, Kopt?

— 4 npocTo moBepsiio eMy, u Bce. Thl 3a0bIBaelllb, YTO OH yXKe OfHAXK/IEI CITaC MEHST OT 3TOTO
ykacHoro [Ixxuma Yopgaa. Terneps OH OIITh X04€T MHE IIOMOYb.

IT0 TUKOE cepaie 44 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

— 3Har0-3Halo, BOT TOJIbKO HUKAK He MMONMYy II0YeMy.

— 9710 He BaxHO. OH MHe HyXkeH, Marttu. [Toligem, Thl MOMOXKEIIbs MHE BOAPY3UTh BELIU Ha CTapylo
Hemnn.

Korpa meBymiku BRILIIM U3 Mara3uHa, YaHOOC HUKaK He OTpearuposa Ha ux nossiaenue. OH gaxe
He CIIeIINJICS, YTOOBl ITOMOYb UM YKPENUTh CYMKKM KOPTHU Ha BbIOYHOM Jomagu. KopTHU Topomuiach
— He CTOJIbKO M3-3a HEero, CKOJIbKO u3-3a Pupma. OHa He X0Tesa, 4ToOs OH YBHUMEN ee ceryac, a
IIOTOMY TO U Hejio Opocajia TPEBOXKHEBIE B3TJISAb Ha €T0 CalyH, Hafesach yexaTh ¢ YaHIOCOM paHblIIIe,
yeM Pup ux 3aMeTHur.

Korpga o6e mogpyru oOHSIUCE B ITOCcIeqHuM pa3 1 KopTHU cera Ha jomanb, YaHI0C CIIPOCHIT:
— B&I Bce coOpanu 1o CIIUCKY?

— [la.

— HaBepHoe, ceiiyac CIUIIKOM MO3[HO CIIPAIIABaTh, YMEETE JIX Bbl €30UTh BEPXOM.

9T0 OBIIO CKa3aHO TaKUM TOHOM, uTo KOpTHM paccMesiniack:

— YmMmero.

— Torpa nmoexanu, ienu.

[TogxBaTUB BOXKXKM CTapoy Hennu, oH HampaBuics Ha or. KOpTHU ycnena NUIlh TIoMaxaTh MaTTu u
IIOCIIeIInia 3a HUM.

Yepe3 MrHOBEHME OHU OKa3aJluCh Ha OKpavHe Pokinu, u KopTHU, B3AOXHYB, IIONPOLLIAIach C
TOPOOKOM M C TOM YaCThI0 CBOEH XKM3HU, KOTOPYIO OCTaBJIsgjIa MO3aaHu.

Bckope oHa MpUBHIKIIA K TOMY, UTO BUOUT TOJIbKO criHy YaHmoca. OH u3berasn exaTh C Hel pPSooM.
HeckonbKo pa3 OHa IbITajach JOTHATHL ero, Ho 6e3yCIellHo: eMy yOaBaloCh BCe BpeMs OepKaThCs
Ha IPUIHYHOM PACCTOSTHUM BIIEpeOyd — He CIIMINKOM HajieKo, HO U He TakK 0JIM3K0, YTOOH
pasroBapuBaTh. OH He 000pauyMBalICs, HO BCAKHUY pa3, KOTa ee JIollafb OTCTaBalla, exajl Me[iJIeHHee,
faBasi e BO3MOXHOCTh MOATAHYThCS. OH IIOCTOSTHHO AepKal MeXAy HUMHU OOHY U TY XKe AUCTaHIIUIO.
910 06Hamexu0 KopTHU.

OpHako BHe3amHo YaHO0C OCTAHOBUIICS, CIIPHITHYJI CO CBOETO MePHUHA U PELIUTEILHO HallpaBUICT K
neByliKe. KOPTHYU yOUBIIEHHO CMOTpesia Ha Hero. Yero oH xouet? CoJHIle ellle He Cejo, M yCTpauBaTh
IIpuBas OBIJIO CIIUIIIKOM PaHo.

Bopyr ee oxBaTuna naHuka. Ha 3acTeiBIIEM CypoBOM juile YaHAoOCA PELIUTENHHO U XOJIOTHO
CBepKanu ronyoOnie riasa.

OH MoJ4a CcTalluil ee C Jiowanu. BCKpUuKHYB OT cTpaxa, KopTHU noBanuach npsaMo Ha Hero. OmHOu
PYKOH OH KPEIKO yXBaTHUJI €€ 3a TaJlui0, IPYIroi 3a SrOJUIIHL.

— Yanpoc, noxanyucral — B yKace BCKPUKHYJIa OHa. — UTO THI fejlaellb?
OH Mos4ar, NpUCTaIbHO IIIAAs Ha Hee. OTOT B3IJIAL CKa3asl ed BCe.

— [Touemy?
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— A noueMy OBl 4 HET?

O Boxe, oHa He MOTJIa TOBEPUTH B IIPOUCXOISIIEE.

— 41 moBepsina Tebe.

— He cToumo, — X0nomHO 3aMeTHI OH, KPEIKO CXKUMas ee pykamu. KopTHu 3amakana:
— IloxanyiicTa, He Hago! MHue 60nBHO.

— Tebe 6ymeT HaMHOTO OOIbHEMN, €CITH TH HE BHITIOJIHUIIL B TOUYHOCTH BCE, YTO S CKAXYy, Jegu. A
Ternepb 00XBaTH MEHS PyKaMH.

OH He BHIKa3bIBaJl HY MaJlIeMIIKX IPU3HAKOB rHeBa. [laxke HAYYTh He ITOBLICUII TOJI0C. KOpTHHU
mpepnoysa Ol SPOCTh 3TOM XOJIOTHOM PEIUTETHLHOCTH.

['nsimst B ero 6eccTpacTHEIe TJ1a3a, OHA CHeJana Bce, YTO OH Bejies, 00siCh ocymaThes. I'ocmonu, Kak
JKe OHa MOTJIA TaK XKEeCTOKO OIMHUOUTLCS B 9TOM YEJI0BEKE?

— BoT Tak-To ny4llle, — cKa3ajl OH POBHEIM I'OJIOCOM U, YOpaB OOHY PYKY, PE3KUM [IBUXKEHUEM
pasopBai crepenu ee 6Iy3Ky.

Koprau 3akpuuaina. [lorumas;, 4To 3T0 6€CIONIe3H0, OHA He MOoTJia caepkaThcsi. OgHAKO KPUK ee BCe
JKe BO3BIMEIT Pe3ysbTaT: YaHJ0C C CUJIOW OTTOIKHYII ee, ¥ OHA yIaJia Ha 3eMJII0, PACTSIHYBIIUCH Y €TI0
HOT ¥ TIOCIIeNTHO co6upas Ha I'PyIX Pa30pBaHHBIE JTOCKYThI OJTy3KH.

Ona moBepuiack YaHIoCy, HaflesiCh Ha €T0 3alIUTY, a OH TaK KOBAPHO BOCIIOIh30BAJICS €€
noBepreMm! — KopTHY B3T/IsSHYIA HA HETO CHU3Y BBEPX, U B 9TOM B3TJIsfie OTPA3UIIUCh BCE ee YyBCTBa.

OH cTos1 Hap Hel, OTCTABUB HOTY, — BOIIJIOIIeHNe 0e3:Kam0oCTHOCTU. TaKoW CUITbHBIM, KPACUBEIMA, HO
TaKOM KeCTOoKUU. KopTHY 3ampoxKara.

— BupgumMmo, THI ellle He 0CO3Hajla CBOETO MOI0XKEHUS, MHa4Ye He CcTalla OBl 37TUTh MEHST CBOMMU
BOIIIIAMUA.

— 4... 1 oco3Hana.

— Torma ckaxu MHe, 94TO ThI OCO3Hama. ['oBopu!

— TrI coOupaembcs MEHST K3HACUIIOBAT.

— n?

— W... u 1 He Mory Te0s OCTAaHOBUTE.

— n?

— 4l... 1 He 3HaI0, 4YTO THI €llle XOYEIIb OT MEHS YCJIbIIIATh.

— 4 Xouy yCnBIIIaTh ellle YePTOBCKK MHOTO, legu. Mi3HacunoBaHue — caMoe MeHblilee, 0 4eM Tebe
cnenyeT 6eCIIOKOUTHLCSA. TH IIOJTHOCTBIO OTHIasiach Ha MO0 MUJIOCTh. M 9T0 OBIIO TIyI0, IIOCKOIBKY
TEIepb I MOTY JieflaTh ¢ TOOOM BCe, YTO 3aX04y, 4epT Bo3bMu! Thl MEHSI MOHUMAEIIh? d MOTy
nepepe3ath Tebe Topso ¥ OPOCUTh TeOs TaM, Tae TBOM KOCTH HUKOTA He Hal[eT HU OfHA XKUBas
oyIia.
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KOpTHI/I TPSACIIO KaK B JIMXOPaJKe. Ei#i cmegoBamio MOHSATE 3TO PaHbBIIE, a TeIIePb OBIJIO CIIMIIIKOM
IIO3O0HO.

Bups, kak ee TpsiceT, YaHI0C, HAaTHYBILIKCH, ITOXJIONAJ ee I0 ImekaM. KopTHU pa3pasuiach TPOMKHUMU
peigaHusiMu. YaHOOC BEIPyTasncs. Bo3MoOXKHO, ero ypoK CIHIIKOM CYPOB, HO HEOOXOIUM.

On IIPUTOTOBHUJICA, €CIIH MMOHAamoOuUTCS, cOenaTh OoIbllle, HEXKEN IIPOCTO HAIIyraTh €€. Ho xBaTuno u
9TOTO.

On HaAKPHII €€ POT JIaAOHBIO.

— IlepectaHb peBeTs. 51 He TpoHy TeOs. OH BUIEN, YTO OHA eMy He BepUT, U IMOAyMaJl, B3MOXHYB, YTO
€r0 YPOK OBUI CJIUIIKOM KECTOK.

— Crymrait MeHst BHUMaTennbHO, Kommauby ['Ma3ku, — 1aCKOBO CKa3asl OH. — CTpax 3allOMUHAETCS,
BOT II0YeMY s Mpuber K 3ToMy. I He X04y, YTOOHI TH 3a6blyla CETONHSIIHUYN YPOK. [[pyroil Ha MOeM
MecTe U3HacuioBas Obl TeOs, orpabu, a IOTOM, BO3MOXKHO, U yOus, 4To6bl 3aMeCTH crenbl. T He
IOJIZKHA JOBEPSTH KU3Hb HE3HAKOMOMY Y€JI0OBEKY — HU B 3THUX MeCTaX, HU B Apyrux. [lomeitancs st
00bsICHUTD TeOe 9TO CJI0BAaMH, THI IIPOCTO He cTasa Ol CIIyIIaTh. A 10 9TOM TPOIE €3OUT CIIUIIKOM

MHOT'O OIIACHBIX JIIOAEH.

Ona rnmepecTaia MjIakKaTh, ¥ OH, OTHAB PYKY OT €€ PTa, CMOTPEJI, KaK OHa IIPOBEJia CBOMM MaAJIEHbKUM
PO30BEIM A3BIYKOM II0 ry6aM, IIOTOM IIOBEPHYIJICA K Hell CIIMHOM.

— M&z1 MOXKEM O0CTAaHOBUTHCS 3[I€Ch HA HOYb, — CKAa3al OH, OMATh B3rJIAHYB Ha HEe. — yTpOM 7|
0TBE3Y Tebs Ha3af, B Pokmu.

I'maBa 13

KopTHU HECKOJIPKO YacCoB jiexasla IO Ha 3Be3[bl, [I0TOM II0BEePHYJIach U yCTaBUJIaCh Ha
noropaslIni KocTep. HaBepHOe, yKe IIOJTHOYb — TOYHO OHA He 3HaJa.

OHa ycnokousnach u mpuiiia B ce0st. Yaumoc 6osbire He Tporan ee. OH mopolren 67IM3K0 TOMHKO OOUH
pas, 4ToOkl IoHaTh el Tapesnky c emod. KOpTHU He yclbIlIana OT Hero 00JIbIlle HU CJI0Ba, HO OH,
HECOMHEHHO, TIoJIarajl, 4To yKe BCe CKa3all.

Heropsit! Ja Kak oH mocMmes yuuTh ee! Kak oH mocMmen o0HameXKUTh ee, a IOTOM pa30uTh BOpede3ru
BCce ee Hamexmwl? M Bce ke KopTHU He PUCKHYIA BEICKA3aTh €My BCE, YTO yMaja II0 TOBOMAY ero
«ypOKa».

OHa ropbsko 1 6e33By4HO 3amsakasna, Ho YaHIoC yCIbIall.

On Toxe He cnan. EMy Memmanu 3acHYTh TAXKeJsble MbICIU. He Te, 4To Myuunu KopTHY, — HET, OH He
packamBaJics B CBoeM NocTynke. HaMepeHus ero Oblyid O1aTMMU, & eCJIM YPOK 0Ka3asiCs JKeCTOKUM,
TaK 3TO e’ TOJBKO Ha M0Jb3y. [IyCTh Nydllle AeByIlKa celdac omjiaveT OT CTpaxa, 4YeM II0TOM
KOHYUT XKU3Hb I'Me-HuOyOb B 6e3BECTHON MOTHIIE TIPEPHUH.

Ho ee 6oy HEOXKMIAHHO CUIIBHO IOEMCTBOBAjIA Ha HEro. IToYTH Tak ke, Kak B TOT pa3, KOT{a OH
OTHAXKMIHI Y2Ke mepKa ee XKU3Hb B CBOUX PyKax. B HeM 3aroBOpU/I MHCTUHKT 3aIIUTHUKA, MY
XOTEJIOCh IIPHUIAaCKaTh, YCIOKOUTH ee. BexnmunbiBanuss KopTHu 6epenunu eMy gyiry. 3To ObIIO
HEBLIHOCHUMO.
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CHauana OH pemnm BCTaTh U yUTH, IOOOXKAATh, II0Ka OHa ycrnokouTcs. Ho YaHAoc 4epTOBCKHU
XOPOIIIO TIOHUMaJI, YTO 3TUM TOJIBKO ellle O0JIbllle HallyTaeT ee — OHa IIOAyMaeT, 4To OH Opocurn ee. A
€My BOBCE He XOTeJIOCh IyraTh AeByIKy. YepT Onl ee mobpan! Hukorma elte xKeHCKHUeE CIe3Ll He
TPOTajy ero, Tak B 4eM ke 1eso?

OH THUXO0 IOAHSJICS U IOAOILIEN K Hel. [leByllKa B3APOrHyJia, KOraa OH HEOXUOaHHO IIPUCEN PIA0M,
00HSJI ee U HEXKHO IIPUBJIEK K ce0e, MpUXKaB CIIMHON K CBOEH I'PyOH.

— Ycnokoiics, KOTeHOK. Paccrmabbcs. d He 00uxKy Tebs.
Ona Hanpsrnack. Het, oHa He Bepusia eMy. UTO X, eBa 1M MOKHO BUHUThH €€ 3a 3TO.
— 4 TonmpKo x04y 06HATEL TeOsI, BOT U BCe, — JTACKOBO CKa3as OH. — YTOORI ThI TepecTaa IIaKaTh.

OHa crerka oBepHYyJachk, 4YTOOH BUETh ero. Ee MOKpoe OT cie3 JIuIlo, ria3a, II0X0Xye Ha OBe
OTPOMHBIE PaHHl, IEPEBEPHYIIU EMY OYIIY.

— ThI BCce pa3pymiui, — xkajobHO MPOroBOpua OHa.

— 3Halo, — CKa3aJl OH, XeJjlasl YCIIOKOUTE ee.

— Temneps s HUKOT[a He HaWQy CBOETrO OTIIa.

— Hatigems, HempeMeHHO. Te0e TOIBKO HAag0 UCKATh er0 KaK-TO HHayve.

— Kak? W3-3a Te6s1 s moTpaTuia CTOIbKO AeHer Ha COOPHI, YTO Temepb rmoe3gka B YIuKo OyneT MHe
IIPOCTO He 10 KapMaHy. 4 Kynuia ogexay, KOTOPYIO HUKOTIa He CTaHy HOCHTD, JIOIIAfb, TAKyI0
crapyio, uTo MucTep Caitbup HU 3a 4TO He BO3bMET €€ Ha3aj, ¥ HeHYKHbII PEBOJIbBED, KOTOPHIN elle
IOpoXKe, YeM JIOIIadh!

— PeBombBep HyKeH Bcerga, — CIIOKOWHO 3aMeTun Yaugoc. — Ecnu Ovl ceromHs oH ObLI 1pu Tebe,
TBHI CMOTJIa OB OCTAHOBUTHL MEHS IPexXK/e, YeM s MOIoIIe T 0I13KO.

— Ho s He 3Hana, 4TO TH coOMpaembCcsl HalacTh Ha MeHs1! — HeTroAylolle Bo3pa3uia OHa.

— Ila, KOHEeYHO, He 3HaJIa, — COTJIACUJICSI OH. — Ho mokHa OblIa 3HATh. 37eCh Hafgo OBITH TOTOBOM
KO BCEMY.

— Temneps g roTora.

KopTHu B3Bea KypoK pPeBOJIbBepa, KOTOPHIY IIpsiTaia IoJ ofgessioM. BrlpaxkeHue ero jauia He
M3MEHHUJIOCE.

— Otnuuno, negu! Koe-ueMy TH yKe Hay4uuiachk. Ho Hamo erie nopaboTaTh Hafi CKOPOCThi0. — Ero
PyKa CKOJIb3HYJIa IIOf Ofesisio, yXBaTuiach 3a AyJI0 PeBOJIbBEpa U BhIpBajia Yy Hee opyxkue. — B
CIeOyIOUINi pa3 BHUMaTEeNIbHO CIequ 3a Liefibio, 0COOEHHO KOrfa OHa Tak 0/IM3KO0 OT Tebs.

— Kakas pa3nura? — oHa 06pedeHHO B3I0XHYy/Ia. — £ BCe paBHO He cMora Obl Te0s 3aCTPENIUTD.

— B KpUTHYECKOH CUTyallud MOXKHO 3aCTPENIUTh KOro yrogHo. Hy a Tenmeps XBaTUT ITaKaTh, TagHO?
4 BepHYy Tebe JeHBTH.

— Bompmioe cacu6o0, — cyxo CKa3ajla OHa, HUUYTh He YCIIOKOeHHas ero obemanueM. — Ho 3To He
CJIMIIKOM IIOMOXKET. f BCce paBHO He CMOr'y exaTh B Texac ofHa. TEl oKa3all MHe, YTO JOBEPATh
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HUKOMY Hemb3sl. Tak Kak ke s moemy?

— Tebe Henb3s exaTh K oTIy. OH caM MoXkeT K TebOe npuexaTh. Hanumm emy.

— ITa? A THI 3Haelllb, CKOJIBKO UAYT MUCbMa [0 Yaiiko? [la s 6ricTpee caMa fmoeny!

— 4 Mory 3aXBaTUTh TBOE IIUCHMO.

— Tr1 egetis B YaUKO?

— 4 He cobuparsncs Tak ganeko, HO MOT'Y 3aeXaTh.

— Jla HeT, He 3aefdelb, — Bo3pa3uiia Koptau. — C Kakoii ctaTu Tebe 6eCIIOKOUTHCS?

— 41 ckasaJi, 4To 3aefy, 3HAUMT, 3aefy, — A eCJId MOEro OTI[a TaM HeT? — CIIPOCUI, oHa. — Kak o
y3Hato 06 aTom?

B3arnap ee ymonsan, Ho YaHmoc He ofaBa BUAY YTO MOHKMAET 3Ty MOJIBOY.
— Moxer, 5 Korga-Hu0ynb BepHyCh B Poxmu.
— Korpga-uubynp? Thl Ipepsiaraenrs MHe XKaaTh TOOB?

— Yero, 4epT BO3bMHU, TH XOUelllb, JIefu? Y MeH XBaTaeT CBOUX 3a00T, U 51 He HAHUMAJICS €3OUThH 110
TBOUM IIOPy4YeHUSIM!

— 4 xouy, 4TOOHI TH 0TBE3 MeHS B Yaiiko! Th o6ellian cuenaTh 3TO.

— 4 HUKOTTa He TOBOPHII HUYETO HOJI06H01"O. 4 ckasan TONBKO, YTOOBI THI IIPUTOTOBUJIA BEIIU I10
CIIMCKY, a Thl CaMa BC€ DOMEICIIHIIA.

Yaupnoc He MOBLICUTI roj1oca, HO KOpTHY 3HAasa, 4To OH TepseT TeplieHue. [Tycts! OHA He OTCTYyIUTCS
oT Here — He moHUMaro, moyeMy Thl He MOXKeIIb B35T MeHs ¢ co00i. Thl Ke BCe PaBHO eflellh B
Texac.

— Trl TAaK HUYEMY U HE HAy4UIacs?
Teneps B ro0ce ero IOCIBIIIAI0Ch Pa3gpaxken”

— 4... 1 Hay4YuIach, — UCIYTraHHO CKa3aja OHa — A g BUXKY, 4TO HeT. MHaue Te0e pacxoTeyoch Obl
€XaThb CO MHOH.

KopTHu cMyIieHHO OTBepHYyIack. KoHeuHO, 0 mpaB. Eif BooO1Ie He CTOMIIO pa3rOBapUBATh C HUM.

— 4 3Hal, II04YeMy THI 3TO COeJiall, — TUXO0 3a METUJIa OHd. — MHe 3T0, KOHEUYHO, HE HOHpaBI/IHOCB!
HO gyMalO, Thl HE X0TEJl o0uIeTh MEHS.

— Tvl HE MOXKeIlb 3HATh 3TOT0, — OTPe3al OH. BOpyr ero pyku kpemnye cxkanu ee, 1 KopTHU
HaIpATach. 3aAbXasch OT CTPaxa, OHa IPOrOBOPUIIA:

— T4HI... THI HEUCTBUTEIIBHO XOTEN?..

— Crnyuralt MeHst BHUMATEJIBHO, JIEIH, — Pe3ko nepebust ee Yaugoc. — TH He 3HAEIb, HA YTO 5
cnocobeH. U maxe He MBITalics yrafaTh.
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— T peniuniI OIlATE HallyIaTh MmeHs? OH BEITIPSAMMIICH.

— 4 XoTesn 0HOr0, — HeJOBOJILHO IIPOTOBOPHUII OH, — YTOOBI THI ImepecTalla IJIaKaThb. TrI IrnepecTraria.
A Tellepb maBali IOIBITaEMCS 3dCHYTh.

— Hy na, koHeyHO, — 00MKEHHO COrjlacujiach OHa. — Mou fefna Te0s1 COBCeM He BOIHYIOT. 3a0yab
MOI0 ITpock0y o0 momotu! BooOime Bce 3a6ynb!

Yanpgoc Bctas. Ee BLHI3BIBAIOMIMK TOH HE TPOHYII €T0. OHa XeHIMHA, a 3HAYUT, MOXKHO 0KHIATh, YTO
el moneryaet oT xkajno6. Ho ciiegyroiire CiioBa KOpTHI/I 3aCTaBHUIIA €T0 ITOXOJIOOETE.

— ¥V MeH$ ocTancs nocnegHuy manc. Pug Taumop oTBe3eT MeHs B Ya1Ko. [IpaBaa, Oiasg 3TOro
MIPUAETCS BHIMTH 3a HETO 3aMyK, HO UTO MHe ellle 0CTaeTCs? f MPUBHIK/IA K TOMY, YTO BCE B XKU3HU
o00payuBaeTCs He TaK, KaK MHE XO4eTCs, TakK Kakas pa3HuIia?

Ona noBepHYyJach Ha Apyroi 6ok. [IpoknaTtue! YaHmoc He 3HaJI, Kak pearupoBaTh Ha ee CJIOBa.
MoxeT, 4yTb-4yTh BIPABUTh € MO3TU?

— Jlegu?

— Yro?

Yanpoc yneiOHycs. [Toxoxke, OHa BCe-TaKu OcMeJiena.

— Tebe cremoBano cka3aTh MHE, YTO ThI TOTOBA IPOJATh CBOE TEJI0, YTOOH IIOMACTh B YIHKO.
— Yrto? — KopTHYU Tak OBICTPO IIOBEPHYJIACh, UTO C Hee CIeTeso ofesisio. — f Hukorga OH He...
— 3HauuT, g ocnblmancg? Te TOJIBKO YTO CKa3ajla, YTO BEIAJEIIb 3aMyK 3a 9TOT0 apHs.

— OTO He UMeeT HUKAKOr0 OTHOIIEHM] K... K TOMY, YTO Thl MUMeeIllb B BUAY, — IlapHpoOBaja OHa.

— Pa3Be? YK He myMaellb JIA TH, YTO CMOKEIIh BEIMTY 3aMyXK U IIPU 3TOM He [IEUTh C MyXKeM
IIOCTeJb?

[lexu KopTau BcnbixHynmu. O6 3TOM OHa BooOIe He gyMaia. IIpo 3aMyzKeCcTBO OHa 3aTOBOPHIIA
IIPOCTO TaK, YTOOB HEMHOTO YCIOKOUThHCS.

— TebOs HE KaCaeTCs, 9TO s 6y11y OejiaThb II0CJIe TOr'0, KdK Tkl BEPHEIIb MEHA B Poknu, — BEI3BIBAOIIIE
IIpOroBOpPHIIa OHA.

— Ecnu 1B Ipofaels CBOK IeBCTBEHHOCTD, Mbl MOXKEM CTOPTOBaThCH.

Ona onemerna. HTEpeCHO, OH TOBOPUT CEPLE3HO UJIU IIPOCTO X04YEeT YHU3UTE ee?

— 41 cka3ana npo 3aMyKeCTBO, — 3aMeTuJIa OHa APOTHYBIINM rOJI0COM. — A THI?

— Her.

— Torpma HaMm Gosblile He 0 YeM pa3roBapuBaTh, — TBEPHO 3asBUJia OHA U OTBEPHYJIACE.

YaH[o0C CMOTPe1, KaK OHa MOTSHYJIach 3a CBOUM OfesJIOM M HaKphUIach UM [0 CaMoro mogbopoaka.

Ha MrHOBeHMEe OTBEPHYBIUINCH, OH B3TJITHYNI HaBepX, Ha YepPHOe 3Be3qHOe He0Oo, ¥ MOJyMasl O TOM,

IT0 TUKOE cepaie 50 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

YTO, HaBEPHOE, CIISITHUII.
Ho rny6oko BOOXHYB, OH BCe Xe 700aBu:

— 4 oTBe3y Tebs B Texac. Bomapunack TuirHa. HakoHel], CIpaBUBIIKCH C yauBneHueM, Koptau
IIPOTOBOPHUIIA:

— TBo# 11eHa cTana CIUIIKOM BBICOKA.

— Huxkakoii [OIOIHUTEIPHOM OIJIATH, J1equ. TOIBKO TO, UTO THI CaMa M0XKeJlaelllb MHE 3aljIaTUTh.
Bce-taku oH mepenyMain! OHa B3BOJTHOBaHHO OpocuIa:

— HerT, cmacu6o.

— Jleno TBoe, — oto3Bancs Yaupoc u oromesnt. KopTHu moxBanuia ce0s 3a TO, YTO OTKa3asack. [la
KeM OH ce0s1 BO30MHUJI, YTOOHI TaK UTPaTh ee XKU3HbI0? [JOBOJILHO [IO/IT0 TUIIMHY HOYHM HapyIlasio
JIMIIb TOTPECKUBaHUE KOCTPa. 3aTEM OHa IIeIHyIa:

— Yanpoc?

— Ha?

— 4 nepepymarna. { npuHUMa0 TBOE IPEAIOKEHUE.
— Torpa cnu, menu. 3aBTpa IIOeIEM PaHo.

['maBa 14

KoptHu pa3bynun cunbHBIM apomaT Kode. OHa 4yBCTBOBasa, KakK JIy4d CONTHIIA HEXKHO KacaloTCs ee
nunia. KopTHY HUKOTOA NpexXae He CIIy4asioch CIaTh IOf OTKPHITEIM HEOOM, U el Ka3ajloCh 9TO 04eHb
npusTHHIM. Ee oXomHas mocTenb, pa3fioKeHHas Ha I'YCTOM TpaBe, Oblyla 04eHb yIoOHOM. MoXKeT,
OHa He TI0XKaJleeT O MMyTellecTBuu 6e3 ¢pyproxa?

Ho, momesenuBuInCch, OHa MOHSJA, YTO 9TO He TakK. boxke, Bce Teno ee HBIO OT 6omu! KopTHU
BCIIOMHUJIA, 0 YeM IIpefylnpexaana ee MaTtTu. Buepa OHUM CKaKaju OKOJIO IIECTU YacOB, He CIIUIIKOM
TOPOTISICh, ¥ TIOKPLUTK He 0oJiee MSATHAAATH — ABafuaTtu Muiib. Ho KopTHY He IpUBHIKIIA Tak 4OJITO
CULIETh B Cefijie U Telepb olryinana 60/1b B MBIIIIIAX.

[ToBepHyBLIKCEH, KOPpTHY OMOpILKIAck. ITO 0Ka3aloCh XyXKe, 4YeM OHa gyMasa. Ho, B3rJIsiHyB Ha
CBOero crnyTHrKa, KopTHu 3a0kia 06 aToM.

Yaugoc OpuiIcs, CTOSI MPUMEPHO B TPEX spfax OT Hee — TaM, I'Ie OblIM MPUBSI3aHEI JIOMIagu. Y HOT OH
TIOCTaBUJI KPYKKY [715 OPUTHS C KUCTOYKOM, a 3epPKaJIo YKPEIWI Ha Cefijie CBOel JIoIIaiu, yKe
IOATSHYTOM IIOANPYyTraMHU. 3epKajio HaXO[UIIOCh HUXKE ero JIMila, HO OH Pa3BepHYJI ero Mo yIrioM
BBEPX.

KoptHu wacTto Habmiofana, kak O6puscs ee oretl. Ho Bux YaHmoca BEI3bIBAJ B HEM COBCEM APYTHE
smonuu. OH Ovin 6e3 pybOallky, B ONHUX OpIOKax U camorax. [lopTynes chexaia Ha NMpaBeld 00K — ee
OTTSITMBAaJIa BUCEBIIas Ha peMHe KoOypa.

Korga oH mogHuUMAaN PYKY U CUHIIAJ JIE3BUEM II€HY C JINIla, MYCKYJIBl HAIIPATAJINCh. KOpTHI/I
3aBOPO2KEHHO CMOTPEJIa Ha 3TOTr0 CHUJIBHOT'O 9YEJIOBEKd, HEBOJIBHO J'IIOGY?ICB M.
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— Crosts, UlyadyT!

MepuH marayn B CTOPOHY, ¥ KOpTHY youBHUIach, KAKUM MSATKUM U JIaCKOBEIM ObII rojioc YaHmoca.
OH cKa3as 4To-TO ellle Ha HENOHATHOM el s13blKe, a T0ToM KopTHU ychblmana:

— Tet , 651 nyute Hanuna cebe Kode, negu. Ml CKOPO e0eM.

[ITexu ee 3aanmenu. HeyxKenu OH MOHSJ, YTO OHa €ro paccMaTpuBaeT? [Ja u BooOlile OTKy[a OH 3HaI,
YTO OHA IIPOCHYIAcCh?

[MogruMasick, KopTHM OISATH TOYYBCTBOBAA, KaK 3aHBUTA MHIIIIIE. OHa 9yTh HE 3aCTOHAJA OT 00y,
HO cHepxkasack. YaHI0C He JOJIKEH ¥ Momo3peBaTh 00 3ToM. OHU ITPOBENH B ITyTH TOJIBKO OfUH HEHE.
3aMeTuB, YTO C HEl, OH PEIINT, YTO el He BEIIeP&KaTh NOJT0, ¥ MOXKET U3MEHHUTh CBOH ILTaHH.

— T&I ceityac TOBOPUJ MO-UCITAHCKU? — CIIPOCHUJIA OHA.

— Her.

— MartTu nomymara, 4To Thl HClaHel. Y Te0s UcIaHCKoe UM ?
— Her.

KopTtau nomopiuunace. Heyero ckasath, IPUSATHLIM y Hee NMONYTYUK! Heyxkenu x0Tk pa3 Helb3s
IPOSIBUTH NTt00e3HOCTh? OHa CHOBA IOIBITANACh 3aBsi3aTh Oecemy:

— Ecnu TH He ucmaxel], To KTo xe?
— Kode ctrmeT, nenu.

BoT u Bechk cBeTCKUM pa3roBop, nogymana KopTau. YBumes Kode, oHa MOHSIA, YTO 3BEPCKU
IIPOT0JIOfATIaCk.

— A ema y Hac ectb, YaHpmoc?

HaxkoHer oH B3rJIIHYJ Ha Hee. Ee pacnyuieHHbIe BOJIOCH Cllafaly Yepes JIeBoe IJIeY0, IT0UTH
3aKpHIBas KJIETYATyI0 pybammky. YaHmoc IOMHMII, KaK HAMaTHBaJI 3T BOJIOCH cebe Ha Kynak. OHa
CMOTpeia Ha Hero OMyXIINMH I'Jla3aMy, KOTOPhle ceiiyac KOCUIX 9yTh 6ombie o6ergror0. [Tocte
BUEPAIIHUX CJIe3 ¥ MOYTH OECCOHHOY HOYM OHA HE CJIMIIKOM XOPOIIO BEITTISIAENA, HO U MIOHITHS He
MMeJla 0 TOM, KaK YePTOBCKM COOJIa3HUTEITbHA.

— Bosse KocTpa JIeKUT Cyxoe IeYyeHbe, — OTBETHUJI OH.
— U aTo BCE?
— 4 mano em o yrpaM. Tebe ciieoBaio I0eCTb BEUEPOM.

— Buepa 5 He MorJia IPOTJIOTUTH HU KycouKa. {1 Ovlia Tak... — OHa ocekiach. «He Hamo o
BuepamHeM, Koptau!» — IlolineT u nevyenwe, cnacubo.

YaHgoc OTBEPHYJICS, 3aKaHunBas OpuThe. OH U BIPSIMb HEHOPMasbHbIH! Kak MOXKHO GBITIO B3STh 3TY
JKEHIIVHY B TaKOU JaJbHUU IyTh 10 OUKUM IpepusaM? BoJsiblile 4eTHPeXCoT MUIb — 3TO He IIyTKa.
[TpoknsaTasa meBuonka! He Hamina HU4Yero maydine, Kak yCTaBUTHCS Ha HETO0, JyMas, 4YTO OH He 3HaeT
00 3TOM. He OH cpa3y o4yBCTBOBAJ ee B3IJISAM, CJIOBHO ee PyK» IPUKOCHYJIUCH K €ro TeJy.
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EMy He HpPaBUJIOChH, YTO OHA BO30yKMaEeT B HEW TaKue YyBCTBA. HO OH BCe-TaKM OTBE3ET €€ B YIUKO
160 MHaYe eMy HUKOTHa He 3a0BITh 3TOT0 KPaCHBOI 3allylakaHHOT0 JIMYMKa ¥ KOIIAYbUX I'Ta30K,
TIOJIHBIE OTYASHUS. A 3a4eM eMy MY4YUThLCS OT 3TOT0 BCIO XKK3HbL? Belb nocegHue YeThpe roma
o0pa3 UCIyraHHOU NeBOYKY, HAalOMUHABIIEeH eMy OTKOIIyI0 cecTpy, OYKBaIbHO IIPECTIef0OBAll ero.

K HecyacThio, 4TO-TO CBSI3aJI0 UX C TOTO CAMOI0 OHS, KaK OH BIIEPBEIE YBUMIEII €€. CBsI3a0 TeEMH
MYYHUTEJIIBHEIMU Y3dMHU, KOTOPEIE HE MJaBaJId €My IIOKO. OueHb CKOpPO U OHa IIOTEpseT nmokou. Korma
OH TIOIIAMWII €€, OHA CTaja Kak Obl YaCThIO €T0 CaMOTO.

KopTHu He 3Hana 3TOro, fia ¥ 3aYeM e ObIJI0 3HATh?

Ero Bo3Bpamenue B Pokmu Ob110 omrunOKoit. YaHI0C TOIBKO XOTEJ IOCMOTPEeTh, TaM JIM OHA, a
KOHYMJIOCh TEM, UTO OH ONISATH OPOCHUIICS CIacaTh IEBYOHKY OT ee 3Ke COOCTBEHHOM ITyIOCTH. ITO
crarso eire 6ombiien ommbKoi. Kakoe eMy, coOCcTBeHHO, 1o Hee feso? OH 3a Hee He OTBedaeT.
Yaupgoc xoTenn u30aBUTHCS OT CTPAHHOTO HaBaXKAEHUS, IIOPBATh CBA3YIOUIYIO X HUTh, @ BMECTO 9TOTO
OTIIPABUIICA C Hel B YouiKo. [la, OH onpefeieHHO CISTHI.

— Yanpgoc?

OH BBHITED C JTUIAa OCTAaTKK MBITbHOM MTEHHI, CXBATU/ PyOalIKy C Cefijia U, HajeBas ee, IIOBEPHYJICS K
Koprtau. OHa cupena y orHs, Takas XKe€HCTBeHHas ¥ 110X0XKast Ha HaCTOSIIYIO Jiefd. B omHOM pyke
OHa JiepKaJia OJIOBSHHYIO KPYXKKY, B IPYyroii — meveHbe. Ee meku ObUTH 3aTUThl KPACKON CMYIIIEHHUS,
1, u3beras ero B3rIsOa, OHa OTJIsAbIBaIa OeCKpaiHion AOIUHY, TUIIEHHYI0 BCIKON PACTUTENIbHOCTH.
YaHmoc cpasy XKe [orafancs o ee mpobieMe ¥ XKaall, YTO OHa OymeT Jemnarth.

['ma3a ee Ha MUT BCTPETUIINCE C €ro I''ita3aMy U CTHIAJINBO OIIYCTUJIUCE.

— {... KaxeTcs, MHe Hafi0... TO €CTh... 0, He BaxXHO! EMy cTano cmemso. HeTt, 310 mpocTo
HeBO3MOXKHO! Beqb OymeT TepreTs, a He CKaXKeT TOT0, YTO CUUTAET HEeIIPUIUYHBIM.

OH MeqJIeHHO MOJOIIeN K KOCTPY ¥ IIPUCEJT PSA0M C Hel Ha KOPTOYKH.
— Tebe Hamo 4TO-TO CHEJIATh C 3TUM, — CKa3aJl OH, IPUIIOTHSB IPSIb BOJIOC C ee IyIeya.

KopTHU HEBOJIBHO yCTaBUJIACh Ha ero GPOH30BYIO TPY/b, IIOKPHITYIO YePHEIME BojiocaMu. Boobire-To
€My He CJIeloBajio MOAXOOUTE K Hel Tak O113K0, He 3acTerHyB pybamky. KopTHu nogymarna, 4To e
IIPUIETCS IPUBLIKATE K €r0 0eCliepeMOHHOCTH, Pa3 YK OHa IIyCTUJIACh B ITyTh C 3TUM Y€JIOBEKOM, HE
UMEIOIIUM TTOHSTHS O TPABUIIAX MPUTHIHS.

— Xopot1io, — caepKaHHO OTBETHJIA OHA. [I0CTaB M3 KapMaHa IMuiabKy, KopTHH OBICTPO CKPyTHIa
CBOM 30JIOTHCTO-KAIIITAaHOBHIE BOJIOCH B y3€JI, 3aKPEIUB €ro Ha 3aThiIKe. YaHI0C BHUMATEIFHO
Ha0JII0MMa 3a Hel, HO OHa BCe TaK Ke O0TBOAMIIA Tla3a. OH PeIusI, YTo HaJ0 OCTABUThL €e HeHAI0JITr0
OfHY.

— 4 moeqy celiyac, — OPOCUII OH U, II0MMaB ee TPEBOXKHBIN B3TJISAM, HOOABUII:
— He 3apmepxkwuBaiics, a TO IIOTOM He [IOTOHHIIIb.

B3siB KoeWHMK U CBOIO OJIOBIHHYIO KPYXKKY, OH 3abpocaj KocTep u yexan. KopTHU B3[[0OXHYTIa C
o0yieryeHyneM: y Hee eCTb HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, YTOOH yIOBIIETBOPUTEL €CTECTBEHHEIE TOTPEOHOCTH.

Y BOpyr oHa moramanach, 4To YaHmoc Bce moHsn. Kakoit ctein! Hy 4TO K, BUIHO, IPUAETCS 3a0BITh O
IIENeTUIBHOCTU ¥ IPUHOPOBUTHCS K MYTEIIECTBUIO C MYKUYNHOM.

IT0 TUKOE cepaie 53 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

KOpTHI/I He CTaJla TePATh BPEMEHH, OIlaCasaCh CUIJIBHO OTCTATh OT Yaupoca, u BCKOpPE€E IIOCIIEIIN]Ia 3a
HHUM.

Oka3sslBaeTcs, OHa 3ps BolnHOBalach. OH 0TheXall BCero Ha YeTBePTh MUJIU U OCTaHOBUJICH, CULS
JIUIIOM K 3alafy ¥ faxe He 00epHYBLINCH NIpU ee mpubnuxkeHuu. [logbexaB, OHa OCTAaHOBUIACE.
Toneko TyT YaHOOC B3IJIAHYI HA Hee U IIPOTAHYJI e II0JIOCKY BAJIEHOI'0 Msca.

— Bosbmu! 310 moMoxkeT Tebe IPoaepKATHCS 0 MOTYNeHHOTO IPHBAJa.

3HAYuUT, OH 3HaJ, YTO OHa rojofHa. HeckKomnbKo KyCOYKOB CYyXOro I1e4eHbs He YTOJIMJIK T'0JI0Oda, Bedb
OHa HMYEero He ejila CO BYEpAIIHETO yTPa.

— Cmacubo, — HO6J'IaTOJIapI/IJ'Ia OHa, HE [TIOJHUMA4 I'JIa3.

Ho Yanpoc, ka3anocs, He cremmi. OH ycTaBWICS Ha Hee, 1 KOpTHY BCce XKe IPUMITIOCH BCTPETUTLCS C
HUM B3TJIA0M. Ero rony0Orie riia3a OblH, KaK BCerfa, YOUBUTEIHLHO TPEKPACHHL.

— OTO TBOM MOCIENHUY IIaHC IIOBEPHYTh Ha3a, JIedHu.
— {1 He Xouy 3TOTO.

— Trl mOHsIa, Ha YTO cebst oOpeKkaels? B mopore HeT HUYEro gaxe OTHaJeHHO HAallOMUHAIIIETO O
uBUIM3anuu. M s yxe npepynpexaan Tebs, YTo HIHUUTHCSA C TOOOU He cTaHy. He xkau, 4To 5 Oyny
mesnaTh 3a Te0s TO, C Y4EM Thl MOXKEIIL CIIPABUTHCS.

KopTHu KuBHYyNA:

— 4 cama o cebe mo3abouycek. f mpoIry TOIbKO, YTOOB THI 3AIUTUI MEHS B CIydyae He0OXOOUMOCTH.
TrI Benb cpenaens 3T0?

— Cpenalo Bce, YTO B MOUX CUJIaX.

OH oTBepHYJICS, YTOOH yOpaTh CBS3KY CYXOTO BSIJIEHOTO MsiCa B Cele/IbHYI0 CYMKY, U KopTHHU
B3poxHysa. JlafHo, X0Th 00 9TOM moroBopunuck! Ecnu OB OH ellle He TOKa3kbIBal el IIOCTOSIHHO, YTO
OHa MPUHYOUTIA €T0 K 3TOU M0e3[Ke, OHU MOTJIH Ol MOIafAuTh. Y 3aueM TONIBKO OH Ha3HIBAET €€
«nenu». Bemb 9TO He MOYTUTENIBFHOCTD, @ HACMEIIIKa.

— ¥V MeHs ecTh uMs, YaHO0C, — pelIunack oHa. — MeHs 30BYT...

— 4 3Halo, KaK Te6s 30ByT, — OTpe3asl OH ¥ IMyCTHJI JIOIIafh B JIETKXI Tasioll.

KopTHM ynuBIIeHHO CMOTpeJia eMy BCIef.

['maBa 15

B nonpens, Korga oHM cOOMPANIUCh MEPEXOOUTh BOpon peky ApkaH3ac, KopTHU BIepBhe YBUENa

MHpeuna. Bce YTPO Yaupmoc ckakan Ha 3anaf, K peke, a IIOTOM I10€XaJl BOOJIb 6epera Ha 0T,
IMOOBICKKUBaA MEJIKOE MECTO [OJId IIePeIIpaBhl.

KopTHu crnenuia peka, CBepKaBIllas B JTydax IIOIYAEHHOTO COJIHIIA, ¥ OHA eBa pa3/inydaja TeHU
BOOJIb 6epera, 3apocIiero gepeBbsiMu. [109TOMy, YBUIEB, KaK YTO-TO IIIEBEIUTCS B KyCTaxX, OHA He
IIpuaja 9TOMy 3HaYeHUSI, @ MyXKUYMHY C IJIMHHBIMUA YePHBIMU KOCUYKaMH MIPHHSJIA 3a MUPaX.
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Korma oHa cka3ana YaHIoCy, UTO el TOMepeuIuics HHeell Ha ApyroM 6epery peku, Kyaa OHU
coOupaTuCh MepenpaBUTLCS, OH PABHOAYIIHO TTOXKAJ TIeYaMHu:

— Ecnu u Tak, HU4ero cTpamHoro. He BomHYyMCS.

B3siB ee momanb ¥ cTapyio Hesmu 3a MOBOAbS, OH IOBEJ UX K peke. KopTHU cpa3y ke 3a0blna IIpo
WHeNIa, TymMasi JIMIIb O TOM, KaK OBl yepaKaThCs B cefjie. B mefsHyi0 Bomy MOTPy3uUIKCh CHavYana
ee Horu, oToM Oefipa u aropulibl. [Teras KoObiyia B3OpHIKKMBata u npurudanacsk, npeoponeBas 6ypHoe
Te4YeHUe.

Haxoner oy BeIOpanuck Ha Oeper, © KopTHE pa3Becuia Ha KyCcTax CBOI MOXEPOBYIO 100Ky,
IIePeOeBIINCE B HeIPUBEIYHEIE Opioku. OHa BoCIbLUIaNa 651arogqapHoCThI0 K MaJleHbKOU JIOIIaaKe,
KOTOpasl B IIEJIOCTH U COXPAHHOCTHU IIepelpaBuiia ee yepe3 peKky. Ee KoOrna 1 MepuH YaHnoca,
[MTyadyT, 66N IETUMHA.

KopTHu 3Hasa, 9YTO TAaKUX METHX JIoMamel mo0uIn HHIe NIkl — HaBepHOe, U3-3a X TePIEeHU 1
BEIHOCJIMBOCTH.

Y KopTHU HUKOTTIa elrle He OBIJIO CBOeH JIoIIaAy, U Telleph, OTIaXkKKUBas ee XOJIKY, OHa pelluna oaTh
e’ um4.

OHa elre BO3WIach B KyCTaX C JIOIIaAbMHU, CTapasiCh IOHOJIbIE He MOSBISITHCS mepen YaHaocoM B
Oprokax.

B marasuHe oHa He ycIleJla IPUMEPHUTD WX, PEIIUB, YTO OHU el noxoiayT. Ho KopTHu ommubnacs —
3TO0 OBINTK OPIOKHU IJ151 MaJb4YMKOB, a He /I My&K4rH. Celiyac TOMbKO CHUJIbHBIN T'OJI0OM 3aCTaBUII €€
BHIMTH K3-3a KyCTOB.

Yaumoc yiies K pekKe HaﬁpaTb BO (bHSIl"I/I BOJEI, HO KOpTHI/I 3a0kI7a 0 HEM, YBUOEB 'OTOBUBIIYIOCA HaA
KOCTpe eny. Korenoxk, BruceBIIni Haf crabbIM OTHEM, BECeJI0 6YJ'[BKaJ'[, 1 Haf IOJITHOM TIJIBII apoMaTt
TYIIIEHOr 0 MsCa. KOpTHI/I HalllJ/la JIOXKKY Y, CTJIaThiBad CIIIOHY, HAarHynlaCh HaJd KOTEJIKOM.

— IIpoknaTue!

KopTHM, BCKPUKHYB OT VAUBIIEHHUS, BEIPOHUIIA JI0KKY ¥ 00epHytack K Yaugocy. OH CTOSII B
HECKOJIBKUX IlIarax OT Hee. B ogHOM pyKe OH mepKai GJIsry, OPYyTyi0 MpuKuMa Ko j10y, CJIOBHO
npeBo3Moras 60ib. Ho egBa OH OMyCTHII PYKY U CEPAUTO YCTaBUJICS HAa KOpTHU, OHA MOHSIIA, YTO Y
HEero HU4ero He OOJIMT.

— Yanpgoc?

OH MojT4aJ, OTJIsIAbIBas OPIOKK JEBYIIKH, IIJIOTHO obserasiue ee. KOpTHY 3Haa, YTO OHU CITHUIITKOM
TECHBIE, HO OT B3rjIsga YaHgoca MOYyBCTBOBaa ce0st pa3meToi.

Ona BCHBIXHYA:

— He cmoTpu Ha MeHs Tak! 1 He XoTesna MOKymaThk UX, 3T0 MaTTu yroBopuia MeHs, CKa3as, OyOTO Tk
X0uelllb, YTOOH! 5 TOXOANIIa Ha MYKUYKUHY — IJIs1 MackupoBku. OTKyZa 5 MOTJIa 3HaTh, YTO OHU HE
nofmoinyT MHe? 91 HUKOTa He MoKymasa cebe MyKCKyio ofiexXay. A Ha IPUMEPKY MHe He XBaTUJI0
BpEMEHU — THl XKe [ajl MHe BCero 4ac Ha...

— 3aTKHHUCH! — o0opBan oH. — MHe IIJIeBaTh, IOUEMY THI Hallenuia uX. CHUMU cefyac Xke U HafeHb
CBOIO 100KY!
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— Ho THI caM Besien MHe KyIUTh UX! — pa3apakeHHO Bo3pasuiia KopTHu.

— 4 Benen Tebe KynuTh OPIOKK ¥ PyOaIlKy. ITO He 3HAYUT... ECu T OyAelh KpyTUTh IIepeo MHOU
CBOEH MaJIeHbKOM 3agHUIIEH...

— Kak TBI cMeenTb... — 3aJ0XHYJIach OHA.

— He ucnriTeIBali MOe TeplieHue, JIequ, — PSABKHYJ OH. — HaypieBaii 100Ky!
— OHa el1e He BHICOXJIA.

— Jla ecnu maXke OHa IIPOMOKJIA 10 HUTKM — HaJeBal cerdac xe!

— IIpekpacuo! — ockopOienue Bckpudana Koptau. — Ho TOMBKO IOTOM He 37TUCH, €CTIH 51
IIPOCTYXKYCh U Tebe IPUOeTCH. ..

YxBaTHB ee 3a €40, OH TaK CTPEMUTEJIbHO IIOBEPHYII ee, YTO KOpTHHU, He yIepKaB PaBHOBECHS,
ymana B ero 00bsATus. IToroM KopTHY mogyMara, 4TO OH ¥ CaM OYeHb YIWBHUIICS 3TOMY, HHa4e
TI0YeMYy, BIIEIIMBIIKCE B €€ SITOOUIIE], He OTIYCKAJl UX ¥ TOTMa, KOToa OHa BHOBL 00peia paBHOBECHE?
He cnumkoM 1 MHOTO OH cebe II03BOJISIeT?

— Hy? — cypoBo cnpocuna Koptau. — ThI, KaxKeTcs, X0TeJ1, 4TOOH 51 Tepeofienach?
OH 3aroBOpuUJI HU3KKUM I'0JIOCOM, KOTOPHIY YCIIOKauBal ¥ CTPAHHO BOJIHOBaJ KopTHU:
— THI MeHSI COBCEM He IIOHMMaAEIb, IpaBaa. Komaubu ['masku?

KopTHu ucnyrasuso cripocuna:

— MoxXerT... MOXKEeT, OTIIyCTHUIIIb MmeHsa? Ho oH He OTIIYCTHUJI, U HA KAKYIO-TO OOJII0O CEKYH[IHEI B I'/la3aX
€ro IMpoOMeJIbKHYJIO CMYIIIEHHUE. KOpTHI/I 3aTaujla OJbIXaHHue.

— Vutu, negu, — OYpPKHYJ OH HaKOHEI], — IocTapancs 60Jblle Tak He YOUBIISATh MeHs. MoXKeIllb
HOCUTb CBOM OPIOKH, Pa3 YK, KaK Thl YTBEPKOAEIIh, s BeJiell Te0e UX KyNuTh. A TO, YTO MHE OHU HE
10 BKYCY, TaK 9TO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB MOU TPYZHOCTH.

[Toxoxe, OH TaK U3BUHSETCS 3a CBOE CTpaHHOE oBeneHue? YK KOHEYHO, OHA ImocTapaeTcd 6orbIrre
He YOUBIIATE €10, 100 OT 3TOT0 OH CTAHOBUTCS KAaKMM-TO OYEHb YK CTPAaHHEIM.

— Torpma, ecnu He Bo3pazkaelllb, S CHavasla II0eM U MOI0KIY, IT0Ka MOs 100Ka elle HeMHOXKKO
nmoxpcoxHet. Corjacen?

Oxn kuBHYy, 1 KOpTHY Noliyla K BbIOYHOU JIOLIaAM 3a TapelkaMu.

[TepekycuB, OHM BHOBb JBUHYJINCH B IIyTh, MTO-IIPEXKHEMY IepPKach IMOOIM30CTH OT PEKHU, HO CTapasiCh
He Bbe3kKaTh B I'yCThle IPuOpexkHbie 3apocin. [IpuMepHo yepe3 yac KopTHU omsTh yBUEIa
uHpenna. Totr caMbii OH Uiy HeT? OTKyHa ed 9To 3HaTh? Ho Tenmeps OHa yKe He COMHEBasach, 4YTO
9TO MEWCTBUTEILHO UHIEEIl, a He 00MaH 3peHusi. OH CHUjIe BepXOM Ha Meroy Jomaan u ¢
HEBBICOKOTO X0JIMa K 3allafly OT HUX paccMaTpuBasl ee u Yanpoca. OHa nopaBHSIach ¢ YaHAOCOM.

— TbI BUAUIIL €1r0?

— Ia.
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— Yto emy Hamo?

— OT Hac HAYerO.

— Torpa moyeMy OH 37eCh ¥ CMOTPUT Ha Hac? — CIIPOCHUJIa OHA.
OH NOBEpHYJICA K HEW:

— Cmoko#HO, ytefu. ITO He MOCTAeOHUN HHIeel], KOTOPOTo Thl YBUAMIID B OnuxKaiiiie HECKOJIbKO
Henenb. He Bonnayics!

— He BonHOBaTHCA?
— Hert, — TBepmo ckasar oH.

KopTru ctucHyna 3y6sl. 'ocony, kakast HecbIxaHHAsl CJI0BOOXOT/IMBOCTH! Ho oHa Bce ke
nepecTtaa 00sThCA UH[ENIIA, BUAS CIIOKOMCTBUE YaHoca.

BCKOpe OHM OTBHEXallM OT UHIEHIla Ha IIPpUJINYHOE PACCTOsIHKUE, U, OTJIAHYBIINCE, KOpTHI/I YBHUEIIQ,
4YTO OH He II0€eXall 3a HUMH, a TaK U OCTaJICA Ha TOM HEBBEICOKOM XOJIME.

KopTHM mpuUIIOMHMIIA BCe, YTO KOTHa-TM00 CIIBIIIAIA WIIK YKTajIa O HallafleHusIX HHOeWIeB, BKIIIoYas
U Ty IiepefesiKy, B KOTOPYIo Ionaja caMa. OHa foragbiBajiach, YTO HEKOTOPBIE U3 3TUX HallafeHUU
ObLIM CIIpaBeJIMBOM MeCThIO 3a Ty 00iHI0, KOTopyio yuunumu [Ixopoxk Kacrtep u ero cegpMmast
KOHHMUIIA TPOTUB [PYXKeJ00HO HaCTPOEHHOTO OTPpsfa YelieHHOB. dTa O0OWHS IIPOU30IIIa B TOM XKe
rofy, KOorga OHa II0Tepsijia 0Tlla, HO HeMHOT0 no3fHee. A HemaBHO KacTepa ompaBpanu 3a
HEJIOCTAaTKOM VUK.

KopTuu B3poxuyna. benrle youBatoT nHaennes. MHgensl uM MCTAT. [IoToM Gelibie MCTST HHOEHUIAM,
Y UHOEWIH M. [la KOHYUTCS K 9TO KOrga-Hubymb?

YT0-TO He mox0xKe. Bo BCIaKoM Cliy4dae, €CJIIM 1 KOHYHUTCs, TO He CKOPO. I/IHJIefICKPIe myieMeHa ObIIn
IMoBCIOAYy — OT MeKCuku oo KaHaI[CKOfI I'PaHUIbI, ¥ KPOBL JIMJIACH 110 BCeH CTpaHe.

l'opm Ha3anm B CeBepHOM Texace moJiTopacTa KalioBa M KOMaHYeN Hallalu Ha [eCSITh PyproHos,
KOTOpPHIE TIEPEBO3UIIM 3EPHO U3 Ya3epdopnaa B PopT-I'pudduH. X03AMHY PYyproHOB yaanoch
OKPYXKUTb UHOEWIIEB U IaTh UM OTIIOP, TAK YTO KOE-KTO M3 ero Jofe y6exas, HO OCTaBIIUXCS
HAIIlJT! MEPTBHIMU U U3YPOIOBAHHBIMH.

T'oBOpPHIIH, YTO 3TO HamajgeHue BO3TJIaBUII BOXKOb KaiioBa CeT-TaitH-Te, 60/IbIe H3BECTHBIA KakK
CaTaHTa. ITOro IpPeaBOAUTENIS 3allOMHUIIM, IIOCKOJIbBKY OH YaCTO HafieBaJl MeHBIX LIJIEM C
IIJIIOMakeM U MYHJUD C 3I0JIeTaMU reHepaja aMepuKaHCKOW apMUH.

MarTTu Becenuachk Haj 3a0aBHOM BEIXOOKOM MHOEWCKOT0 BOXKIM ocyie HaOera Ha ®opT-JlapHen.

YkpaB 60/bIIyI0 YaCTh ITOKOBOTO TaOyHa, OH ITOC/Ial KOMaHAUPY KPEIOoCTH 3alKCKy, B KOTOPOH
CEeTOBaJI, YTO JIOMIAAy IJI0XU, U TpeboBasl, YTOOH K CIEeTYIOUEMY €r0 BU3UTY IPUTOTOBUNK TabyH
MIONIPUINYHEHN.

KopTHu ycmiokauBaso, 4YTo X0Ts Obl 9TOT0 UH[ENI]a OHM TOUYHO He BCTPETST Ha TpoIe, 100 B JaHHBIN
MoMeHT CaTaHTa HaXOOWIICS B TEXaCCKOM TiopbMe. [IpaBaa, IOroBapuBaIy, YTO €r0 MOTYT

0CBOOOIUTEH NOCPOYHO. BEITK U OPyTrue U3BeCTHLIE TUYHOCTH CPeOu UHOEHCKUX BOXKIEH, HalpuMep
HHOEee-oTyKpoBKa KByanHax [Tapkep, HeJaBHO BO3TIABUBIINH IIJIeMsI KOMaH4el. [laxe WHIeHITH
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pe3epBalliy, CYUTABIINECS ITOKOPEHHBIMY, COOUPATUCH B OTPSIIHL.
Ia, aTa moe3gka, 6e3 COMHEHHUs, OUeHb ornacHa. CMOXKET JIi OOUH MyK4YKWHa 3all[UTUTD ee?

KopTHu pemniia, 4TO OCTaeTCs YIIOBaTh TOIHKO Ha a4y ¥ Ha CBOUX HaJeXKHBIX Jlomanei. Ecnu
nymMaTh 00 OIACHOCTSIX, He XBAaTUT AyXY exaTh ganbine. Het, yxk nmyume mocnymatecs YaHmoca u He
BOJIHOBAThHCSI.

TonbKo OBI €r0 CIIOKOMCTBHE ONPaBHOAIOCh!

I'naBa 16

Yaupgoc moxkmancs, moka KopTHU 3aCHET, IOTOM BCTaJl, IPUXBATUB CAIlOTH U PEBOILBED, U TUXO
oTtorien oT mpuBana. OH HaIPaBUIICS B CTOPOHY peku. Houb OblJIa TEMHOM, ¥ IIPEPUs TOHYIA B TEHSX.

Bckope k Hemy npucoegunauics [Ipeiratomuii Bonk, ¥ 0HY Mo/T4a ABUHYJIXCH Aaibiie. Korga onu
OTOLLJIK OT CTOSHKY, HHJEel CIIPOCHII:

— OTO TBOS XKEHIITUHA?

YaHmoc 0CTaHOBUJICS, YCTABUBIIKCEH B TEMHOTY. Ero XXeHuHa? 9T0 3By4ano Hemnoxo. Ho y Hero
HUKOTA He OBbIJIO XKEHIIKUHBI, KOTOPYI0 OH MOT OBl ¥ XOTEJT Ha3BaTh CBoeii. Ha 3To y HEro mpocTo He
XBaTaJio BpeMeHU. brla ofiHa XKeHIIIMHA, K KOTOPOi OH MHOTTIa BOo3Bpalllasics, — MbiKas Kamuna
AnbBapec, HO OHa NpUHAAJIekKarla MHOTUM MYXKYMHAM.

— Her, 370 He Mos xeHimHa. OT [Ipriratoiiero Bojsika He yKpPHIIOCh IPO3BYYaBIIIee B €r0 Iojioce
coxaJieHue.

— Ilouemy?

Ha To 651710 MHOTO TpUYUH, HO YaHA0C Ha3BaJl CaMyl0 0YEBUIHYIO:

— OHa He U3 TeX, KTO MOMAET 3a MHOM. A s He cobuparock 6pocaTh HadaToe.
— Ho ona xe ¢ To6oi1!

YaHOoc YyCMEXHYJIICS, CBEPKHYB OebiMu 3y0aMu:

— TrI ceronHs CIUMKOM JII0O0IEITEH, MOY APYT. [loXKamy#, TH COYTelIb MeHsI 0€3yMHEIM, €CIU g
ckaxy TebOe, 4YTO OHa CUJIbHEe MeHs, BEpHee — yIopHee?

— 1B ueM Xxe ee cuia?
— B crme3ax — B MPOKISATHIX ClIe3ax.

— A, cuny cne3s g npekpacHo 3Hat! Yangoc noss, yto [Ipeiratommi Bosk nogyMan o cBoeu
morudien xxexHe. ITo Bcerga cpabaTeiBanmo 6e30TkKa3H0. OmHO ¢/10BO My B3risy [1peiratomiero Bonka
MI'HOBEHHO OXKHBJISI/IA B MaMsTH YaHJoca BCe 10 MeJIbYakIuX MogpoOHOCTeH.

XoTu Temepb ero KU3HEHHHIH IyTh OBLUT CBSA3aH C KPOBBIO TeX, KOro OH i00uII, YaHoC BCe XKe
neITancs 3abbITh cyuuBiieecs. Ho [Tpriratomuii Bonk He xoTen 3abbBaTh. MBICTH 00 3TOM HUKOTHA
He MTOKHIaIN BOMHA-KOMaH4YX. OHU [aBaJId €My CHUJTHI U CTUMYJI KUTh.
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Onu 006a 3HaNM, YTO KOIIMapH OYOYyT MpeciiefoBaTh UX, II0Ka He YMPET IOCTeIHUN U3 Majladyen.
JIumb mmocye aToro YaHmoc mepecTaHeT CIIBIIIATh BO CHe KPUKHU U BUOETh, KaK €r0 CaMbli OJTU3KUH
npyr. Ilpriratomuii Bonk, 3anuBasick cie3amu, 6pocaeTcs Ha 3eMITIO TIepel] CBOeN MepPTBOU KEHOH,
CMOTPHUT HEBUAAIIMMHU I'Ta3aMHU Ha TPYI ABYXMECSYHOTO CHIHUIIKY, JeXKalllii B HECKOJIbKUX IIIarax
OT MaTepu. ManiTKa C Imepepe3aHHbIM TOpIomM!

Korpga ero moceiranu 3t 06pa3sl, YaHI0C TEPST OIIyIleHre peaJbHOCTH, M CHOBa Cepflle ero
KPOBOTOYHUJIO, KaK B TOT JeHb, KOT[a, BEPHYBIINUCH B JIarepb, OH 3aCTajl TaM 3Ty CTPAIHYI0 KapTUHY.
OH He MOT U3IUBaTh CBOE TOPE B cile3ax, Kak [Ipriratoimuil BonK uiyd ero 0OTYuM, KOTOPBIM HaKPHIT
HOTY CBOEM XKEeHHI, 3aJIUThie KPOBBIO II0CJIe HAJPyraTeaIbCTBa, a IIOTOM 3aKPHIT e KPaCHBhHIE ToTy0nIe
rnas3a. B Hux 3acTheiim 6071k U yxKac cMepTu. 2KeHimuHa ¢ He6ecHeiMu ['1a3aMu — Tak 3Bajiu MaTh
Yanmoca.

MoxeT, Korga-HuOyab OH CMOXKeT IJIaKaTh. TOT[la OH ITepecTaHeT CIIBIIIATh ee KPUKU. M MoXKeT,
TOTla OHa HaKOHeI] ycriokoutcs ¢ mupoM. Ho YaHpoc 3Ha, 4yTo maMaTs 0 besnoMm Kpeuie — ero
MaJIeHbKOM CBOIHOM CecTpeHKe, KOTOPYIo OH 000xKajl 1 KoTopas 60roTBopuia ero, — He MOMEpPKHET
HUKorpa. CTpalllHoe 3penuille U3ypogoBaHHOTO TeJlblla €T0 MUJIOX JIaCKOBOM IE€BOYKY II€PEBEPHYIIO
€ro AyIIy — CJIOMaHHBIE PYKH, Clledbl 3y00B, CKPIOUEHHHBIN OKPOBaBJIEHHBIHM TPYII... TO, 4TO
M3HACUJIOBaJIU ero MaTh, KpaCUBYIO KEHIIUHY, XOTh KaK-TO YKJIaAbIBaJI0Ch B T'OJIOBE, HO
HaApyraTesabCTBO Hap bensiM KpbioM BUCENO Haf HUM KaK IIPOKJIITHE.

V3 TpuHamaT 6€JIbIX MYKYKMH, IOBUHHBIX B TOM y2Kace, OCTA/INCh B KHUBHIX TOJILKO IBOE.
[Ipriratomuii Bonk ¥ 0Th BOMHOB-KOMaH4el, KOTOPEIe e30unu ¢ YaHmoCOoM, B IIEPBLIM K€ T'Of HAIIJIK
IIOYTH BCeX yOuiI u pacmpaBuiuck ¢ HuMu. OtunM YaHoca ImpecienoBan aAByx 6patseB KoTTn u
103ke OBIT HalifleH MEPTBHIM BO3JIe UX TPYIOB. [IONOHKH IIpATaNKUCh B TOPOOKAX, I'Mie 0 HUX He
Moria goOpaThCs MaleHbKas I'pymna uHpaekies. Torma Yanmoc mocTpurcs mon 6e1oro u IOBECUI Ha
peMeHb PeBOIbBEPHL. B TakoM Bume OH 6eCIPensTCTBEHHO Bhe32KaJl B TOPOAa M BHIKYPHBAJ OTTYOa
CBOUX BpParos.

KoBGowu, n3BecTHBIE ITOR uMeHaMu Tag u Kapi, ITpoCbIIaB 0 TOM, YTO UX UileT YaHmoc, MOKUHY TN
TOPOJIOK ¥ TIOTIa/IM IPsIMO B pyku I[Ipeiratomiero Bonka.

[To3sxke, noscTpeuas LunuuuHaTy U Kepnu, YaHaoc NPUKOHYUIT UX.

Ho Gornbine Bcero oH xkaxmpan fobpaThcs f0 Yoiiga CMuTa, KOTOPOMY [0 CHX IIOP YAABalIOCh YXOOUTh
OT Bo3Me3aud. Tak Xke, Kak U Tpacky.

I>xoH X3HIIM epe] CMePThI0 paccKa3ast 00JIbie, 4eM TOJICTIK ¢pepMmep. Temepb KOMaHYH 3HAIH,
YyTO UMEHHO Tpack youn mMosnonyio xkeHny IIpeiratomiero Bonka, ¥ BOMHY He YOACTCS CIaTh CIIOKOWHO,
moka [sup xomuT no 3eMiie. A YaHOoC He MPEeKPaTUT MOUCKH, ITOKa He oTeimeT CMmuTta. Ecnu Yaumoc
He CMOXKeT nepenaTh Tpacka IIpriratomemy Bornky, oH yObeT ero cam — 3a apyra. Ho ¢ Yaiigom
CMmutoM YaHIO0C [0MKEH pacIpaBUThCS COOCTBEHHOPYYHO, MO0 UMEHHO 9TOT ITOJI0HOK KECTOKO
Haapyrasncs Haf benbiMm KpeisioM, a TOTOM mepepe3ain ei ropio.

[ py3bg-UHOENULIE CTapaluch AepxKaTbcsa BMecTe. OHU BMeCTe yexanu B Apu3oHny, rae YaHAocC Hallen
Kepnu. He opun pa3 onu npodecanu Texac, mobsiBanu B Helo-Mexuko, 3abupanuch faxe ganeko Ha
ceBep, B HeOpacky. B aTux moe3gkax YaHmoc HUYEM He OTIMYAJICSI OT UHOEHIIEB, HO, OCTABISASI UX Y
Bhe3[la B TOPOMKHY, OISTh IIpeBpalnascs B 6enoro. Ha 3ToT, pa3 no nytu u3 Texaca Apy3bs HarHaIu
ero, ¥ OH BepHYyJcs Obl C HUMH, ecu Obl He KopTHH.

— B HroTOHE ero HeT, — THUXO cKa3ajl YaHaoc.

— W yT0 Temeps?
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— Xop4art cnyxy, 4yTo CMUT ocesl B TexacckoM [lapuce.
— A XxeHmHa?

— Omna Toxe enetT B Texac.

— Tak. He mymaro, 4TO THI 3aX04elllb B3ATh HAC C COOOM.
YaHO0C yCMEXHYIICH:

— Botocs, oHa He noiimet aToro. CeronHs, yBuneB Te0s, OHa CUIBHO Ilepenyranach. Eciau yBUguT
IPYTUX, MHE yTPOXKaeT KeHCKasl UCTepUKa.

— JlagHo. 3Hai, ecnu 4TO, MBI PSIOOM, — 3aBepult [Ipriraromui Bonk u ncye3 Takke 6eCIIyMHO, KaK
Y TIOSIBUJICS.

YaH[moc HOJro CTOSI, TSI B YepHOe HOYHOe HeGO0 ¥ YYBCTBYS B [yIlle TAKYIO Ke YePHYIO IIyCTOTY.
EMy He u36aBUTBCS OT 3TOTO [I0 TeX IIOP, IIOKa He YMPET MOC/IeNHKH manad. ToNnbKo Torga oyInu
MI06UMBIX 0OPETYT ITOKOH, TOBKO TOTIA OH ITEePECTAHEeT CIILIIIATE BO CHE WX KPUKH.

Bopyr meastHOM X0JI0[ TPOHU3aJl €T0 — OH YCIIBIIIAJ, KaK ero OKJIMKaT 110 uMeHu. M 3To OBIT He
con! Ctpax cxkan ceppaie YaHmoca. Takoro cTpaxa OH He UCIBITHIBAI C TPAarU4eCKOT0 OHS
BO3BpallleHUS B JTarepb UHOEUIIEB.

He momus cebst oH momMy4arscs ObICTpee BeTpa U Uepe3 MrHOBeHUe OblT yKe Bo3jie KopTHH.
— Yrto cnyyunocs? 4Yto?
Kopthu ynana B 00bsiTHst YaHAoCa, KPEIKO IPUKABIIKUCH K €70 TPYAH.

— IIpoctu, — mpobGopMoTaja OHa, CIPSITaB JIMIIO Ha ero mjede. — 4 MpocHysack, a Te6s HeT. I He
X0TeJla KpuyaTh — IIPaBia He X0Teja, — HO MHe II0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO Th OpocuiI MeHs. ... 1 Tak
ucnyrasnach, Yaapnoc! Tel Beb He CAelaels 3TOro, HET?

CxBaTHB ee 3a BOJIOCH, OH OTKUHYJI ee TOJIOBY Ha3aj U IoIeioBan — rpybo notenosan. Ero ryow,
KOTOPHIE BCeryla Ka3aicCh el TaKUMU MSITKUMU U YyBCTBEHHBIMH, O0IbHO BIIMIUCH B €€ TyOH. B aToM
TIoLIeNTye ¥ B TOM, KaK OH [epKaJl ee, He ObIJI0O ¥ TEHW HEXKHOCTH.

Yepes cexyHAy ouleloMieHHass KOPTHU OIIyTusia KaKoe-TO CTPaHHOe YyBCTBO BHU3Y XKUBOTA.

[ToHsIB, UTO OHA caMa 3aTSATHBAET 3TOT IOLeNyH, Kpenko obHuMas Yaumoca, KopTau nogymana 06
OTCTYIJIEHUH, HO [laXKe He IIeBeIbHy1ach.

Ho 310 BCce ke KoHUMI0Ch. YaHI0C HAaKOHEL OTIYCTUJI KOPTHY U OTOILEN OT Hee.

B3rnsnHyB B ero rony0ble Tla3a, OHA Topa3uiack 1 oi cuiie, KOTOPYIO OHU u3nydanu. Ero nmosenenue
yousuno ee. HeocosHanHo KopTHuU nogHsIa pyKy U KOCHYJIach NajbliaMu ero Ty0.

— 3a4yeM... 3a4eM THI OTOIIIe?

YaHmoc X0TeJI COXPAaHUTh MeXKOY HUMM XOTh HeOOJIbIYI0 JUCTAHIUIO, a OHA ellle CIIpallrBaeT 3ayeMm!
Hy 4TO MOXKHO XKAaTh OT 3TOU JEBUYOHKU? DT yIpyTrue HeXHble IPyau TOJIBKO YTO Kacauch €ro, a
oOHaxkKeHHBIEe PYKH KPEeINKo 00BUBAJIX €ro I11el0... ETMHCTBEHHOM IIperpajoi Mexay HUMU Oblla ee
TOHKAasl COpOUKa ¥ HUKHSS 106Ka. O Boxke BCEBHIIIHMIM!
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— Yanpgoc! — omsTh CKasaJa OHa.

Hewu3sBecTHO, 4TO OH cpesan Obl B 3TO MIHOBEHUE, ecii Okl He 3ameTun [Ipriratomero Bonka. Tot
CTOST B oTHasnieHuu mo3aau Koptau. O4eBUOHO, €r0 OAPYT YCIbIIan KPUK OEeBYIIKH U MTOCIENNnI Ha
IIOMOIIb. THTEPECHO, YTO OH ycIes yBumeTh? CIUIIKOM MHOTO — 00 9TOM I'OBOPHJIa TOHUMAIOIIAs
ynbIOKa, C KOTOPO# OH yOaIUIICS.

Yaupoc riy00KO B3TOXHY.

— 3abynb 00 3TOM, — CcKa3asl oH KopTHU. — 3TO OB eMUHCTBEHHBIN CITOCO0 3aCTaBUTh TE0S
3aMOJT4aTh.

— 0!

OHa, moxoxe, pa3oyapoBaHa? Yepr Onl ee nobpan! [Ja 3HaeT 11 0HA, OT Yero Obljia Ha BOJIOCOK?
[ToHMMaeT Ny, YTO ellle HEMHOT'0 — ¥ OKa3ajach Ovl mog HUM? Het, He 3HAET U He TIOHUMaeT, cKa3all
oH cebe. OHa 110 CBOe} HEBUHHOCTU He BeflaeT, YTO TBOPUT.

YaHpmoc moolest K KOCTPY ¥ CEPOUTO MOAOPOCHII B OTOHb eIlle OOHO MOJIEHO.
— JloXuCh CIaTh, 1edU, — CKa3ajl OH, He 000paYnBasicCh.
— I'me THI OBLT?

— 4 ycnpllian KaKoK-TO IIyM U TIoLIes TocMoTpeTh. Bece B mopsinke. Ho TebGe cnemoBano 66l cHavana
IIPOBEPUTH, HA MECTe JIX MOS JIOIIafb, IpeXkae YeM IIyraTthCs. 3alloOMHU 9T0 Ha Oygyiree!

KoptHu pa3osnunack Ha cebs. Kakas ke oHa aypa! HeynuBuTenbHO, 4YTO OH pPa3roBapuBaeT C Hel
TaKUM CHUCXOOUTENIbHEIM TOHOM. HaBepHsKa pelnsi, 4To CBA3aJICSA C UCTEPUYKOH, C KOTOPOU B IyTHU
XJIOTIOT He 00eperIbCs.

— 910 6OJIBLIE HE IOBTOPUTCS... — Hayajaa KOpTHY, HO 3aIlHYJIACk, YCIIHIIAB ONHO U3 TEX
HETOHSTHHIX CJIOB, KOTOPhie YaHJ0C YacTo yrmoTpeOIisii B MUHYTH pa3gpaxeHus. — Kyma Te?

— Teneps MHe BCe paBHO CKOPO HE 3aCHYTh, TOWAY HCKYIalCh.
OH BBITALUI U3 CefeNIbHOM CYMKH IIOJIOTEHIIe U KyCOK MEITIA.
— Yanpoc, 4...

— Jloxkwucs cnath!

Ox 3amarai K peke, a KoOpTHU onsaTh 3aie31a MoJ O4essio, YyBCTBYS, KaK B HEY TOXKEe BCKUIIaeT
pa3gpaxeHue. OHa Beb TOJIBKO X0TeJla U3BUHUTHCA! 3aueM xke oH Tak? TyT B3riuan KopTHU ynan Ha
aKKypaTHYIO CTOIIKY Of eI, JIeXKaBIIyI0 PSAOOM C ee ITI0XOMHOU IIOCTeNbl0. ['opsyas KpacKa 3anuia
ee meku. OHa gaxe He mogyMana... 0 HeT! OHa Gpocunach K HeMy Ha IIel0 B OHOM HUXKHeM Oefbe!
Ila Kak xKe oHa Morja’?

KopTHu He 3HaJa, IaKaTh JIX OT CTHIA, UM CMESIThCS Hafl HeNTeMOCThI0 HelaBHel ciieHsl. Hy Her,
CMEIITHOTO 3[Iech He ObIT0 Huuero. IT0HSTHO, YTO OH TaK CTPAHHO IOBes cebs ¢ Hell. HaBepHoe, OH
CMYTHIICS elrle 6OJbIlle, YeM OHA, eCJIM TaKoe BOOOIIe BO3MOKHO.

KOpTHI/I CO B3[10XOM IIOBEPHYJIACh K KOCTPY U IIOCMOTPEJIA Ha PEKY. Osna He crbllllajia ¥ He BUAENa
Yanpmoca, HO 3Hasa, 4YTO OH TaM. Ecyu Ovl U Y Hee XBaTuJI0 CMEJIOCTHU UCKYIIAaThCA TakK XK€, KaK OH,
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TOJIBIIIOM, d He IIOJIOCKATBhCA IIPAMO B OJEXKIE, KaK PAaHbIIIE. HaBepHoe, 3T0 00erunno 6wl 00JIb B
MBIIIIax.

Korma YaHmoc BepHYJICS, OHA ellle He CIajla, HO IIPUTBOPHUIIACH CIISIIEH, OIacasiCh, YTO OH elIe
CEePHHUTCS U HEe 3aX04eT C Hel pa3roBapuBaTh. [I0NyIPUKPHIB I'MTa3a, OHa YKPaAKo# HabMoana 3a
HUM, HECKOJIBKO He CMYIIasiCh CBOMM JTIOOOIIBITCTBOM.

'panuedt u THOKOCTHIO CBOUX JBUXKEHUM OH HAallOMUHAJ ey OOJIBIIOro 3Bepsi. B HeM u BIPSIMb OBIIO
YTO-TO OT XUIIIHUKA. Kak 1 3Bepb, OH He HUCIHITHIBAI HEYBEPEHHOCTH, HAaXOsICh B 3TUX TUKUX MECTaX,
TOTOBBIM K JTIOOBIM TPYOHOCTSIM U K BCTpede C BparoM. JTa MHBIC/Ib YCIIOKaKBala ee.

YaH[0C KUHYJ IOJIOTEeHIle Ha KYCT CYIIUTHCS, TIOMOIIeN K JIOMaay U yOpal B CyMKY MBIJIO, IOTOM
IIpHCeN Ha KOPTOYKM Y KOCTPa U CYHYJ B OTOHb CyXy10 BeTKy. IHTepeCHO, ToYeMy OH Jaxe He
B3TJISTHET B €€ CTOPOHY, YTOOH! Y3HATh, CITUT /1K OHA? HaKoHel OH MOBEPHYJICS K Hel, u KopTHu
3aTauna grixaHue — YaHAOC He OTBOAWII B3TJIAfa, TAKOTO JKe IMPUCTAIbHOTO, KaK 1 ¥ Hee, TOJIbKO OH
He 3HaJl, YTO OHa HabOJIofaeT 3a HUM. A MOXKeT, 3HaJ?

O 4yeM OH myMaerT, TS Ha Hee? YK He 0 TOM JI¥, YTO HallpacHO CBA3aJics ¢ He#? Hert, nyulne He
3HATh ero MBICJIEH.

Bckope oH HanmpaBWICA K CBOEY IMOXOOHOU ITocTenu, ¥ KOpTHYU moxkarsena 0 ToM, 4YTO YaHOoC NoTepsi
K Hell MHTepec, TakK CUJIbHO BO30ynuB ee MI000NEITCTBO. OHAa 3aMeTHIIa, YTO OH elre He 006CoX moce
KyIaHUS — TeMHas KOoXa CIIMHBL MeXy JIonaTKaMu 6JiecTela OT Bary IIpU CBeTe KocTpa. Eil Bopyr
HeyIepXKUMO 3aX0TeJIOCh IOJOUTH U BEITEPETH €T0 TEJIO0 JIaf0HEIO.

"O Koptun, pagu bora, 3aceiman!»
['maBa 17
— Iob6poe yTpo! Kode rotos, u efa temnnas. YaHOoC 3acTOHAJ, YCIbIIaB ee O0OPHIN royoc. YTo, 4epT

BO3bMH, OHa TYT H306pa}KaeT? [IoTOM, BCTIOMHHB, YTO MOYTH HE CIIaJl U3-3a Hee BCI0 HOYb, YI'PIOMO
TJIAHYII Ha KOpTHI/I.

— ThI Xo4emib eCcTh?

— Het! — pe3ko Opocwui oH.

— Papu Bora, YaHpoc, He 371UCh Ha MeHs!

— Tet uTO, 3a0n171a? Bemp s roBopust Tebe, 4YTO He €M II0 YTPaM.

— Her, 51 Bce momH10. TH CKa3asi, YTO MaJio elllb 10 yTpaM, II03TOMY s IPUTOTOBUTIA Tebe IBe
KYKypy3HEIe nementku. OueHb JIeTKul 3aBTpak. KcTaTu, eciu OBl THI €71 10 yTPaM OCHOBaTEIbHEE,
HaM He MPHUIIIOCh OB TPATUTh BPeMs Ha eny gHeM. M Torma Hala moesgxa...

— Ecmu TH Ha CEKYH[y YMOJIKHEIIb, JIefH, 1 00BbsICHIO Tebe, YTO BUepa B MOIIEHb MH OeJIajlu
OCTaHOBKY TOJIbKO 13-3a Te0s. be3 Te0s 51 B OBa pa3a ObICTpee MOKPHII OBl 3TOT IMyTh. HO ecnu TH
CYHMTAEIIh, YTO TBOM 3a[ BEIOEPIKHUT...

— O, nepecTtaHb, noxasnyucra! — cMyIeHHO BOCKIUKHyna KopTtau. — [IpocTy, s IpocTo AyMmarna...
HeT, KaxeTcs, S BooOIlle He JyMasa. Tsl IpaB... MHE II0Ka TPYAHO IIPOBOAUTE B cefjie OOJIbIle
BpeMeHu. — OHa mokpacHena. — U s npu3HaTebHa Tebe, YTO Thl TaK CHUCXOJUTENIEH K MOUM.., —
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OHA 3allHyJach, 3a/IUBIIKUCH IPKO-IIYHI[OBEIM DYMSHIIEM.
— 4 moeM TBOMX KyKyDPY3HBIX JIeTIellleK, — JIaCKOBO CKa3asl OH.

KoptHu Gpocunach mofaBath eMy 3aBTpak. OmnsiTh 0OHa CMOpO3uiia riynocth! KoHeyHo, OH ITpaB: OHa
pocTo 3a0kiia, Kak 00JIUT y Hee Tejo, ¥ 0 TOM, YTO Oy[eT, eCu el IPUAeTCs IPOBOAUTDH OOJIbIIIEe
BpeMeHU B cefye. Ceffyac MydeHHs He TaK JOHUMalX ee, KaK Mpopoyusia el MaTTu, HO 3TO JIUIIb
6maromaps 3a0oTimuBocTy YaHmoca.

[TomaBast emy Kode, KopTHU cripocura:

— Korpma MuI BheieM Ha UHTelcKy0 TeppUTopuio?

OH HeOpPeXKHO OTBETUI:

— Yxe Bbexalid BUepa Be4epoM, IPUMEPHO 3a OBa Yaca [0 IpuBaa.

— Oit! — BckpukHyna KoptHu. — Yke? Boo0I1e-To 0T TOT0, YTO KaH3aCCKasl 3eMJIsl OCTaslach I03aiHu,
HUAYEro He U3MEHUI0Ch. Yero oHa oxupana? MHmercKkux BursaMoB? HacKobKo BUeN r71a3, BOKPYT
He OBIJIO HU [OyIIH, TONHKO OecKpaliHsasl paBHUHA [la lepeBbs BOOJL Oeperos peku. M Bce ke 3Tu
3eMJIM IpUHAOIeXaT UHAeWaM, a 3Ha4uT, OHU T'Ie-TO MOOIU30CTH.

— He Bonnyiics, negu.

OHa B3r/IsIHy/a Ha HETO, Yepe3 CUJTy yIHIOHYBIINCE. HeyXKemnu ee cTpax Tak 3aMeTeH?
— [Touemy Ovl TeGe He Ha3HBAaTh MeHs KOpTHU? — CIIPOCHTIa OHa.

— ITO0 UMS He UMeeT HUYero o0IIero ¢ 3STUMHU MeCTaMHU.

KopTHu omiyTuna pa3mpaxkeHue.

— Hapo nonarats, YaHOoC HE HaCTOSIIIEe TBOE UM ?

— Hert. — Ecyu 65l OH He npu0aBuyI OO0JIbIe HU CJI0OBA, OHA IMIPUHSA OBl 9TO KaK HOJIKHOE, HO Ha 9TOT
pa3 oH ymuBuI ee. — Tak Ha3bIBajla MEHS CECTpa, II0Ka He Hay4YuIach BRHITOBAPHUBAThH MOE UMSI.

"Kakoe ke ums CO3BYYHO NMEHHN Yangoc?» — nmogymMmaliia KOpTHI/I, PagysdaCh TOMY, 9TO XOTh YTO-TO
Y3Halla O HEM. 3HaA4uT, Y HEero eCThb CGCTpa?

Kaszarnocs, 06an.Ia${Cb He CTOJIbKO K Hell, CKOIbKO K CaMOMYy cebe, OH TIOSICHUI:

— OT0 M4 g 6ymy HOCUTH [0 TeX IIOp, II0Ka He CHeJalo BCe AJig TOro, YTOOH MOs CecTpa yCHyJa C
MupoM. KopTHU m1oxosonena:

— 9TO 3BYYHUT 3arafioyHo. Ho Tkl BpsA nu 4To-HUOYOL HOOABHUIIIE.
OH CII0BHO OYHYJICS U JONT0 Monda cMoTpenl Ha KoptHu. Hakonen YaHgoc cka3ai:
— ToI He moxenasa Obl 3TOTO CIILIIIAT.

KopTHu x0Tea cKa3aTh €My, YTO OH He IIpaB ¥ el 0YeHb HHTEePEeCHO 3HATh HE TOJIBKO 3TO, HO U
BOOOIIIe BCe 0 HeM, HO OHA IIpoMoJIyaIa.
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IToka Yanpgoc momnuBarl KOd)e, OHa TIOIIJIa CeOJyiaTh CBOIO JIOIIagb, IOHMMAs, YTO 3TO 3alMeET Yy Hee
BOBOE 0OJIbIIIE BpeEMEHH, 4eM y Yanpgoca.

CkaThIBasi IOXOAHYIO ITOCTENb, KOPTHU CcIipocuna:
— V 3T0# KOOHIIE ecTh uMs, YaHgoc?

OH cobuparcs OpUTHCS U He B3TJISIHYJ Ha Hee.

— Her.

— MoxHo MHE...

— Ha3zoBu ee, Kak xouewns, Koiraubu ['na3ku.

KopTHu molta K cBoel jolnagy, o0uKeHHas ero upoHueii. Ha3BaTh KOOBUTY, KaK OHa xoueT? Ho
Bemb 1 YaHmoc Ha3wBanm KopTHH, Kak xoTen! OH 3HAJ, YTO el He HPaBUTCS oOpallleHrue «JIegu», HO
«Komausu 'ma3ku»? Boobie-To «Komayby I'masku» e HpaBUIKUCh TOPa3mo OOJIbIe, YeM «JIeIH»,
0COOEeHHO B €0 yCTax.

KopTHU BepHYachk K KOCTPY, 4ToOH yOpaTh mocyny. Bpemst oT BpeMeHHU OHa IOTJIsIAbIBaia Ha
Opetomerocs Yaugoca. OH CTOSII CIMHOM K Hel, ¥ OHa JlacKajia B3TJISIIOM eTro CHJIbHOE TEJIO.

Kaxk oH otnmuuno crnoxeHn! «O I'ocmogu, KopTHH, 9TO cIUIIKoM cita0o cKa3aHo! BenukomenHoe — fa,
MMEHHO BeluKoyenHoe Teno! YaHgoc Mor Obl cTaTh 0€3yIpeyHo MOJEeNbIo A1l CKYJIbIITOpa», —
mopyMasia OHa.

Co6pas nocyny, Koptau B3goxHyna. BoT oHa u npu3Hanach cebe B 0UeBUOHOM U HE CIIUIIKOM
YOUBUIACh CBOEMY OTKPHITHIO: YaHIOC BRI3EIBAET B HEM BOCXHUIIIEHUE.

— TToxany#, axe He BOCXUINIEHKE; a XKejlaHue, — IpobopMoTasa oHa cebe Mo HOC, CITyCKasiCh 10
CKJIOHY.

Kopthu BcnbixHyna. Tak 71 9T0? OTUM U 00BSICHSIETCS "CTpaHHOe YYBCTBO, OXBaThHIBAIOIIEe ee IIpH
B3rIsie Ha YaHpgoca? JTo XkKe YyBCTBO BO30yXKAanu B Hell ero MPpUKOCHOBEHNS, @ 0COOEHHO TIOLeIyH.
YTO0 OHa 3HAET 0 XKejlaHUU? MaTTHU YacTO pacCKa3biBaja el 0 CBOMX YyBCTBax K MyXKYy, a IIOTOMY
KopTHu BCce XKe Koe-4To 3Hala.

"¢l He MOTY OTOpPBaAThCSA OT HEro», — roBopuia e MaTtTu, u KOPTHU MOHSIA, YTO UCIIBITHIBaIa K
YaH{ocy TO XKe camoe. 3a4yeM OTpUIlaTh, YTO ee HEIPEOJOIUMO TSIHET JOTPOHYTHCSA [0 HETO,
IIPOBECTH ITaJIbllaMHU II0 €ro I'JIafKOou, YIPYroud Koxe.

Kak xe ey cipaBUThCS ¢ 3TUM? 30€eCh Beb el HUKyha He AeThCd oT YaHpoca. Ho caM-TO 0H He
BhIKA3bIBaJl K Hell HUKAKOro HTepeca. 3Ha4uT, YaHOOC COBEPIIEHHO HE X04YeT ee Kak XKeHIuHy. OHa
eMy Jaxe HU4YyTh He HpaBuUTCA. [la, paHTa3upoBaTh MOKHO CKOJIBKO YTOJHO, HO €e YyBCTBa
OCTaHYTCS Hepa3aeleHHbIMU.

TyT KopTHY BCIIOMHMJIa BYepalllHUi HOYHOM oLy, ITO OBIJT He TEPBHIi MOIENTyH B ee XKU3HHU.

Yxaxepsl u3 POKIIH 11€710Bay €€, MO-X03SIHUCKY 11eJI0Bajl PUjI, HO OHa HE MOTJIa TPUIIOMHUTD, YTOOBI
XOTh OfIMH M3 3THUX IOLETyeB JOCTABUI el CTOJIbKO HacaaxkaeHus. A 4To, ecnu 651 HaHOOC mOLIEeT0Ba
ee T0-HaCTOoSIIEeMY, a He [IJI TOT0, YTOOB! 3aKPHITh e poT? ITopaxkeHHass 3TUMU MBICIsIMU. KOpTHH,
caMa TOTO He XKejiasi, mpeacTaBuia cebe, Kak YaHmoc 3aHuMaeTcs 110060BbI0. [IpuMUTHBHO, TPy6O,
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KaK JII/IKapb? A MOKeT, B TaKie MOMEHTHI OH CTAHOBUTCS HEXKEH?
— CKOJIBKO XK€ HY2XKHO BPEMEHH, YTOOBI BEIMBITh OOV H KOTEJIOK?

KopTHU B3OpOrHyna 0T HEOXUOAHHOCTU U YPOHUIIA KOTEJIOK B pedKy. Ero TyT e ogxBaTUio
OBICTPHIM TeUeHWEeM, U el IIPHUIIIOCh IPHITHYThH 3a HAM B Bofy. Brilifisi Ha Geper, oHa 00epHYyach,
coOupasich BEIpyraTth YaHmoca 3a ero BHE3allHOe NOSIBJIeHNe, HO, YBULEB €T0 YYBCTBEHHEIE T'y0H,
IIOCIIEIITHO OTBEPHYIIACS.

— Kaxercs, 4... 3aMeuTanach, — BUHOBATO CKa3alla KOpTHI/I, Mo bora, uToOr YaHmoc He
gorafga’sicsi, O 4eM OHa AyMaljla.

— I[lomeuTaells B gopore, J'IaJIHO? M=u TepsaeM BpeMd.

Ou ymen, a KopTHu ocTanack Ha Oepery. «BoT oHa, pealbHOCTh, — MPa4YHO CKa3aja oHa cebe. — OH
OaHOUT — XKeCTOKU, rpyOslt, gukuii. CoBepIIeHHO HEBEIHOCUMEIH. Kakol u3 Hero nmo0oBHUK? He
CTOUT U MeuTaTh!»

['maBa 18

Korga oHu OTKJIOHMINCE OT Oepera U3BUIUCTOT0 ApKaH3aca, BCe cpa3y U3MEHHUIIOCh. [IpeKkpaTumics
IIPOXJIaIHBIN BETEPOK, TaK XOPOIIO OTTOHSBIINY TOKYYIUBEIX HAaCEKOMEIX. He ObIsI0 G0Jblile TEHU
nepeBbeB. Ho peka oBepHyJia Ha I0ro-BOCTOK, a YaHA0C HAllPaBUJICS Ha 0ro-3anaf. OH cKa3all, 4To
B 9TOT € JeHb OHU OMATh YBUAAT ApKaH3acC B TOM MECTE, Iie er0 PycCJio TI0BOpaYMUBaeT K 3amnapny.
BeuepoM uM IpeCcTOUT IepeiTy BOPOM pa3BUJIKY 3TOM PEKH.

Kopthu cTpapana ot xkapsl. IlIa yxKe nmepBasi Hefienst CeHTIOps, HO OBIIO MMO-IETHEMY XKapKO.
BnaxHoCTh Ka3anack HeBHIHOCUMOMU. [10T 3anuBan nuuo u Teno KopTHY, BOUTHIBAsICh B IJIOTHYIO
TKaHb 100Ku. Ee opranuaM 06e3B0KUBAJICS, T03TOMY YaHI0C cTasl fo0aBsaTh B BOLY COJIb, YEM
OKOHYAaTe/IbHO pa3focagoBall JeBYLIKY.

B KoHIle OHSA OHY BbeXalld Ha XOJIMUCTYIO TeppUTOpHo. HUu3Kue NnocKre XOIMEL U3 IeCYaHuKa
TSHYJIUCH BOOJIb BOCTOYHOM YacTu VHaerickou TeppuTopuy, IIaBHO IIePEeX0asl Ha I0KHOU IPaHUIlE B
ApGykckue Tophl. X0JIMBI, BEICOTa KOTOPHIX KOe-Te JOCTUTaja YeTEPeXCcoT (PyTOB, OBIIU MOKPHITHL
T'YCTBIMU OyOOBEIMU JlecaMu, 60raThIMU OUYbIO.

Korma KopTHu BRIKKEMaJla 100Ky IIOCJIe UX BTOPOW ITepenpaBsl yepes3 peky, YaHmoc cKasaj, 4To
TIOWIET IMOCTPEeNISITh OUYb K 00eIy, ¥ BeJlell K eT0 BO3BPAIeHUI0 IIOATOTOBUTL CTOSHKY. He ycmena
KopTHE B03pa3uTh, KakK OH yexaj. YCEeBIIUCh Ha 3eMJTI0, OHA CEPOUTO CMOTPeJia eMy BCIe,.

3Hasi, 4TO 3TO IIPOBEPKa, OHA BO3MYIanach. Ho HUYEro He 0CTaBaloCh, Kak IPUHSTLCS 3a pabdoTy.
OHa pacmpsria ¥ HaKOpMKJIa CBOIO JIommambh ¥ Hemnmu, Habpasia XBOPOCTa ¥ Havalla pa3kuUraTh
KOCTEp, BCIIOMHUHAs, KakK 3T0 menan Yanmoc. [IpeBecrHa Obljla CHIPOBATA, ¥ KOCTEP CHUIIBHO IBIMHEIIL.
['oToBs 60051, KECTSHKK C KOTOPBIMU HAIIOJIHSAJIY €€ NOPOXKHBINM MEIIOK, OHa C OTBpallleHHueM OyMaria,
YTO IOCJIe 3TOT0 MyTEUIeCTBYUS HUKOTIa He BO3BMET UX B POT.

IpurotoBuB Bce, KOPTHU UCIEITaNa yIOBIeTBOpeHue. Ha Bce y Hee YIII0 HeMHOTHM 0O0JIbIIle Yaca, a
BEeMb ITOYTH BCE 3TO BpeMs OHA MOTpaTHUIa Ha nomazed. [Tpuces B oxkuganuu Yaumoca, KopTHu
BIPYT BCIIOMHHUJIA IIPO CBOIO 00Ky ¥ PELInsia, YTO cefyac caMoe BpeMs MOCTHPaTh. A pas3 yx
YaHmoca HET, MOXKHO KaK CJIelyeT, He TOPOISCh, UCKYIAThCS.

Hactpoenue KopTHu ymy4immiocs, Teeps OHa ye He cepauiack Ha YaHmoca 3a To, 9T0 OH GpOCu
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ee OOHY. BhI10 elle BIIOJIHE CBETIO — Impea3akaTHOe Hebo PO30BEJIO Haf ronosoi. K TOMY 2XKe y Hee
€CThb KOJIbT, XOTh OHA X HE CIIMIIKOM JIOBKO yMeeT C HUM o6pamaTbc;{.

Koptau ObICTPO coOpasia MEBIIO, IOIOTEHIlE ¥ CMeHY OfekAbl. beper ObUT MOKPHIT KaMHSIMU U
BanyHaMu. ONUH BaJIyH JiexXasl [IoNepeK TedeHus, 00pa3oBaB UTO-TO BPOE 3aMPYAbl. ITO IO3BOISATIO
KopTHU UCKyIIaThCS B CHOKOMHOU BOZE.

CeB Ha MeNIKOBOObE, OHA ITOCTUPAJIa Ofexkay, Opocuiia ee Ha KAMHHM, BRIMBIJIA CBOU CITyTAHHBIE
BOJIOCEI, @ TIOTOM IIPSIMO Ha ce0e HaMmblnuia 0ejibe — CHUMATh ero el He X0Tenoch. KopTHu
IPUHSIIACh SPOCTHO CKPECTHU TEJI0, CMbIBAsI MBLTb U TOT. [Tocye moe3mKu BePXOM I10 Kape
mpoxyagHas Bofga BocxuturtensHo 6omgpuina. Cumsi B 3TOM YKpOMHOM MecTe, KopTHuU Oblla c4aCTIHBa.
3a ycTymaMu KaMeHHCTOro Oepera OHa HUYero He BUesa U 4YyBCTBOBasa Cce0s B IPUATHOM
yenuHEeHUH.

He6o HaumHanu oKpammBaTh BedepHue 6arpsHO-CHpeHeBble TOHA, Korma KopTHU BeIIE37a U3 BOAHL U
XOTeJla [IOUTU 3a CBOeU MOKpPOU ofexpaou. Ho oHa momuia IUils 4O KPOMKY BOABL. YeTklpe JoLanu
CTOSIIM BLOJIb Oepera, Iperpaxmpas el myTh K CTOSTHKE. YeThIpe JIoMIafy C YeTHPbMS BCAJHUKAMU.

"9T0 He MHAEUIBI», — Cpaldy noayMasia oHa. Ho oT aToro tpesora He ytuxia. OT B3T/ISI0B BCAAHUKOB
110 Koxke Koptuu mobexanu Mmypairku. Horu MyK4uH ObUTM MOKPEIMU, 3HAYUT, OHU TOJIBKO YTO
TepemnpaBUIuCh Yepe3 peky. Eciu Obl TOJBKO OHA BUfeJIa, KaK OHU ITePepaBIIsiIuCh, UJTU CIIBIIIANA,
KakK OHHU Imogbexaiu!

— I'me TBOM MyXKunuHa?

T'oBopuBIIMY OBUT BECh KAKMM-TO KOPUYHEBBEIM: BOJIOCH! ¥ TJla3a, KypTKa, OPIOKH, CalloTH, IISIIa,
maxe pyOarmika. Ha Bug eMy ObIJIO OKOJIO TPUALIATH, APYTUM He Oonbiie, 1 KOPpTHY BCIIOMHMIIA CI0Ba
0 TOM, YTO OAHOUTH YMUPAIOT MOJIOAEIMHU. A 4TO 3TO OAHAKUTH, OHA HE COMHeBajach. Bum ux
CBUIETEIHCTBOBAJI O TOM, YTO XKUBYT OHHU 10 0COOBIM 3aKOHAM M HOCST OpyXKHue, OTCTauBasi 3TH
3aKOHHI.

— 41 3aman Tebe BOpPOC, — Pe3KO CKa3asl OH. KOpTHU He MOTJIa MOIIeBETUTHCS, OXBaUyeHHAs
cTpaxoM. Hamo B3siTh ce0si B pyKH, pelIuiia OHa.

— Moii OIyTYMK TPUOET C MUHYTH Ha MUHYTY. [IBoe 3acMesnuch. ITouemy? KopuuHeBHId He
cMmescs. JIuo ero 66110 6€CCTPACTHBIM.

— 910 He oTBeT. ['Ie 0H? — IOBTOPHUII OH.
— Yiien oXOTUThCA.

— JaBHO?

— Bonpire yaca Ha3ajm,.

— YT0-TO g He CIHIIAaN HM OOHOTI'O BEICTPENa, 9P, — 3aMEeTHUI PHI2KEBOJIOCHM MapeHsb. — [loxoxe,
HaM [I0JIT0 IPUIETCS KIaTh.

— IIpekpacHo, MeHd 3TO yCTpauBaeT, — CKa3ajl 3OPOBEHHBIM YEPHOBOJIOCHY JeTUHA C XKUOKOU
OopomKoM. — Y MeHs eCThb HeIlljoxast MEICJIb, KAK CKOPOTaTh BPEMSI.

BaHOUTH OISATH 3aCMESTIUCh.
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— OToro He OyzeT, BO BCAKOM Cllydae ceiddac, — CKa3asl KopuuyHeBhHl. — OTBe[IU ee K UX CTOSTHKE,
Pomupo!

MyX4uHa Ccje3 C Joaay u noien K KopTHu. BHENTHOCTD ero, Kak 1 uMs, Obl/la MEKCUKAHCKOM, €CITH
He CUMTATh 3eJIeHBIX I'71a3. PocToM HeMHOTruM Bhille KOpTHYU, OH OBIST KPEIIKOTO CJI0OKEHHUS U OJeT BO
BCe yepHoe. TonbKO cepeOpsHEIN MeaaboH Mo0IecKrBal KpOBaBO-KPaCHLIM CBETOM B Jly4yax 3aKara.
Ha ero cmyriom nulie 3aCTHIIO TaKOE XK€ Mpa4yHO-CEPhe3HOE BhIpaXkeHue, Kak y Yangoca. KoptHu
IofiyMasia, 4TO 9TOT [IapeHb, BEPOSITHO, OlaCHEE OCTAJIbHBIX.

OH nopgomien u B34 ee 3a pyKy, Ho KOpTHU ee oTHepHya.

— MunyTKy...

— He Hapo, bella! — pe3ko npepynpenun oH. — He HaphiBalics Ha HEIPUATHOCTH, por favor!
— Ho g He...

— Callate! [1] — npouenun oH ckBo3b 3y0rl. KOPTHY oraganack, YTO OH IIPOCUT ee TOBOPUTD THUIIIE.
Heyxenu oH xoueT 3aliuTUTh €e? Ero CIyTHUKY yKe MOJHUMAJIUCh Ha X0/IM. KopTHU 3ampoxana —
BETEPOK C peKu 00yBasl ee MOKPOE TeJlo, HO TaKOW JKe XOJIOf UCTOYaIy 3eJIeHble T1a3a MyXKUYMHEL.

OH cHOBa B34JI ee 3a PyKy, U CHOBa KOpTHU BBIpBaiace.

— MoxeT, THl II03BOJIUIITL MHE XOTSI ObI BHITEPETHCS U MIEPEOIETHCS?
— B 3Ty MOKpYy0 ofexay?

— Her, B aTy.

OHa yka3ana Ha KyCT Ha Oepery, Tje OHa OCTaBHia CBEXKYI0 OfEeXKIY.

— Si, Tonbko OricTpee, por favor. KopTHY TpsiCyIIUMUCS TabllaMU Halllylajia PeBOJIbBED,
CIIPATAHHBIN TIOJ] ITOJIOTEHIIEM, HO OT BOJIHEHHUS He yrepkasia ero. BEICKOIb3HYB U3 €e PYKH, KOIbT C
TPOMKHKM CTYKOM yTajl Ha KaMHU. MeKcuKaHell, B3OXHYB, HAarHyJICS 3a HUM. KOpTHU 3acTOHAana,
KOI'7la OH CYHYJI PEBOJIEBED 3@ CBOM DEMEHE.

Co cTeIOM IIpeacTaBiisdda, 4YTO CKa3all 6s1 YaHOoC 0 ee TJIyIIoCTH, KOpTHI/I TOPOIIIIUBO B36I/IpaJ'IaCI: Ha
XOJIM.

PomMupo nopHsAICS cemoM 3a HeW U BCTall psAfoM. He Morya XKe oHa y HEro Ha rjia3aXx CHUMaTh
HUXKHee Oelbe U TIePeoieBaThCs; M03TOMYy KOpTHY HaTsSHYIa CyX0e IJIaThe IOBePX MOKPOM HUKHEeH
OLEeXIHL.

— Tos1 mpocTynuiubcs, bella, — 3ameTun PoMupo, Korfa oHa BHIIIA U3-3a KYCTOB.
B aTom Onin BUHOBAT OH, ¥ KopTHU cepauTo Opocuna:
— A pa3sBe y MeHSI eCThb BEIOOD?

— Si, BbIOOp y TeOS ecTh Bcerga. YK He fymaeT i PoMupo, 4To OHa CTaHET NIPU HeM pa3feBaThCs?
XOpOoIIeHbKOe feno!

— Her, He BCcerpga, — BO3pa3uiia KOpTHI/I. POMI/IpO IIOZKalJl IIJiIie9YaMu:
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— JlagHo, ngeM!

OH GorbIlle He MBITAJICS B3SATH €€ 3a PYKY, a MPOCTO MaxHyJ B CTOPOHY IIPUBAsa, IOKa3kiBast, YUTOOH
OHa 1a Buepenu. KopTHu ORICTPO coOpalia CBOM BEIH, U Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUH OHU
BCTYIIHIA Ha HEOOJBIIYIO MOJISHY, T/ie OHa pa30uiia CTOSTHKY.

Tpoe ppyrux 6situ yKe TaM. OHU CUEHN ¥ ee KOCTpa, enu ee 000w ¢ xyieboM u numu ee Kode. Mx
HaryocTh Bo3MyTuina KopTHy, HO elne Oosblile Hamyrana, 100 OHa IOHSJA, YTO BCE 3TO 3HAUMUT.

— O, CKOPO XKe B! — YXMEBIUIBHYJICS YePHOBOJIOCHH., — He roBopui nmu g Tebe. Poixuit [[:KOHHY, KaK
OH OBICTPO BBIXBATHIBAET CBOIO «IIYIIIKY»?

KopTHu ockopOieHre TPOMyCTUIa MUMO YIIeld, HO MEKCUKAHeI[ Pa303JIUIICS:
— Imbecil! [2] 9To xe nemu!

— AX, g gepsMo! IT0 XKe efu! — IPe3pUTeNbHO IePeApPa3Huil ero Y4ePHOBOJIOCHH. — A Hy-Ka, BeJu
KO MHe 3Ty JIe[U U caxau ee IIpsIMo croga!

KOpTHI/I no6arpOBeJ1a, YBUEB, KaK OH ITOXJIOIIall cebs MeXKay HOT. [Tocmexo OTBEPHYBIINCH, OHA
YMOJIAIOIIE B3TJIsIHYJIa Ha MEKCHUKaAHIIA, HO TOT JIMIIb ITOZXKaJl IJIe49YaMu:

BEPHYTHCS

3amomuu! (ucm.).
BEPHYThCS

2

Hypak! (ucm.).

— Tam pns Te6s Bce roToBo, bella.

— Her!

PoMupo onsTe nmoxan mnaeyaMu:

— Bupwums, XanueTr? OHa He X04eT 3HAaKOMHUTBCS C TOOOH OnuxKe.

— YeprT, 0a MHe mIeBaTh Ha TO, YTO OHa X04eT, Pomupo! — npopridyan XaH4yeT, BCTaBas.
MexkcuKaHell BHICTYIIUII BIIepen, 3acIOHUB co60# KopTHu, u obpaTuics K [13upy:

— MoxeT, THl 00BSICHUIIIL CBOEMY amigo, 4TO KeHINWHa — eIUHCTBEHHAs TBOS IIPUMaHKa [AJIs
Yaupgoca u nyylne ee He TporaTh? JIomanps Ipyu HEM, TaK KaKOU CMBICJI €My BO3BpallaThCs Ha
CTOSTHKY? UTO o MeHs, 51 OBl He cTan 3abupaTh CBOIO KEHILKHY, €CJIU €10 y2Ke KTO-TO IOI0JIb30BaJICs,
IyCThb Haxke HaCUIbHO. f OBl IPOCTO IT0eXasl CBOEH MOPOTOM.

Takast 6€32KaI0CTHOCTD MOoTpsicia KopTHu. OHa cMoTperna Ha [I3ipa, Co CTpaXxoM OXKHKMas ero 0TBeTa,
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100 OH, HECOMHEHHO, OB Y HHUX T'JTaBHBIM.

— Pomupo npaB, XaH4eT, — HaKOHell cKa3aJ [[9iip, u KopTHU n3nasna B37mox 001erdyeHusi, HO, VB,
npexpaeBpeMeHHO. — [logoxau. CHavasa g 3amoJiydy 3TOro Mep3aBlia, y3Hato, 4YTO 3a UTPy OH
3aTesiyl, a TOTMa YK pa3Bjekancs ¢ ero 6aboii.

— Tol... TH 3Haewb YaHgoca? — 1I1enoToM cupocuiia KopTHY y MeKCHUKaHIIa.
— Her.

— Tak, 3HaUuT, OHU ero 3HAI0T?

— Het, — moBTOpHUII OH ¥ MOSICHUI:

— Yanpoc uckarn [Iavpa, a I0TOM yexai. [I31py 3TO He IOHPaBUJIOCh.

— TrI X04elb CKa3aTh, YTO BHI IIPECIIEf0BaIu Hac?

— Si, — oTBeTHII OH. — MHI exany 3a BaMu 0OJIbIIe CYTOK, He HaflesiCh HOTHATDH Tak OBICTPO. Ho ero
Me[JTUTENIbHOCTDb YOUBUIIA HaC.

9T0 13-3a Hee OH exaJll Tak Me[JIeHHO, U3-3a Hee 9TH JIIOAU forHanu YaHpoca, Mydunack KopTHH.
OHa pelmmia OCTOPOKHO TPOSICHUTD CUTYaLIUIO:

— Korpga on mpupeT ¥ TBOM APYT 3afiaCT eMy CBOM BOIIPOCHI, 4TO OymeT?

Pomupo u rima3zom He MOPTHYIL:

— [Iaiip yObeT ero.

— Ho 3a ut0? — Y KopTHU nepexBaTuio AbixaHue.

— [I3up 37UTCA — OH IIOTEPSJI MHOT'O BpeMeHHU Ha IpeciiefoBaHue. To, 4To YaHOoC pa3biCKUBAI
Iaiipa B HeioTOHE, — 3TO BBI30B, KOTOPHIM HEJIb3s HE MPUHATh. MbI exanu B AOUINH, HO IIPUILTIOCH
CBEPHYTH C ITyTH, KOT{la TBOM My>KUMHa yexall U3 ropofa.

— Yanpoc BoBCe He MOoU MyKuuHa. OH TOJIBKO B35JICS JOCTaBUTh MeHS B Texac, BOT U Bce. i ero
IIOYTH He 3HAlo, HO...

OH oTMaxHYyJICS OT ee 00BICHEHUH:
— Kakas pasnuna, bella, mouemy Th egemnts ¢ HUM.

— Ho, — HaCTOWYMBO IPOMOIKAJIA OHA, — KaK MOXKEIIb Thl TaK CIIOKOWHO TOBOPUTE O TOM, UTO TBOKI
Opyr cobupaeTcst youts ero? Henmb3s ke yOUTH 4eI0OBeKa M3-3a TaKOM ePYHIEI, ITPO KOTOPYIO THI
CKas3all.

— JIo1p MOXKET.
— W THI He 0CTaHOBUILD €ro?

— 910 He Moe meno. Ho ecnu TH BOJHYyeIbCst 3a ce0s1, To HarmpacHo. Te6st 3mech He 0CTaBAT. MEI
BepHeMcs B Kan3ac u 3axBaTuM Teb6s1 ¢ OO0,
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— JTO MEeHs He CITUIIKOM PafyeT, C3p.

— A pmomxHO ObI pafoBaTh, bella. MHaue TH ympeIs BMecTe ¢ HUM. — KOpPTHU cMepTenbHO
no0yefHeNna, HO TYT MeKCUKaHel] 00U ee:

— V Tebst ecTh BpeMs MOAyMaTh, CTOUT JIX COMPOTHUBIISATECSI. Ho 3Haif, 94TO B M06GOM ClIydae OHU
TIOTOJTB3YIOTCSI TOGOM. Tak He BCe JTU PABHO, ONUH WA YETBEPO?

— YetBepo? Tel TOXE?

— Tol bella, a 1 My>kumHa, — IpOCTO paccygui oH. KOPTHU TpsiXHYJa TOJI0BOM, OTKA3bIBasiCh 3TOMY
BEPUTb.

— Ho THI... TH Xe ocTaHOBUJI XaH4YeTa, KOrga OH XOTell...

— Xanuet — estupido [3]. Ecnu 651 0H B3si71 TeOs ceriuac, TO mofBes OBl BCeX Hac, JaB YaHmocy
IIPEUMYIIECTBO.

— IIpeuMyInecTBo u cedyac Ha €ro CTOpoHe, — 3aMeTusia KopTHY, Hagesch moKomebaTh ero
yBepeHHOCTb. — OH OyfieT He3aMeTeH B TEMHOTE, a BBl COOPATUCh B KPYXKOK Ha CBETY.

— Si, HO y HaC eCTh THL.

Hamyckrast xpabpocTs KopTHHU cpa3y yneTyuunach. OHa CcTajla TUX0PafoOuyHO OyMaTh, KaK MTOMOYb
YaHpmocy, ¥ HaKOHeIl CKa3asa:

— 4 Hapoena an}IOCY 1 He COMHEBAIOCh, 9YTO OH PEHInJI OT MEHA OTHEJIaThCA. Taxk 4TO BEI HaIIpaCHO
TepdeTe 30eChb BpeMs.

— Hennoxas YJIOBKa4, MUCC, HO Ha 3TO ME€HS He KYIINIIb, — BMEIIAJICsA HSpr, y'CJ'IBIU.IaBH.II/Iﬁ ee CJIOBa.

KopTHU ycTaBuIack Ha OrOHb. A BOPYT TaK OHO U €CTh ¥ YaHAOC NPOCTO yIlies], I04YysIB OaCHOCTh?
3aueM eMy MOSBIIATHCSA 3[I€Ch U BCTPeUaThCA C ITUMU JIIoabMu? Bee-Taku 4eTBepO IPOTUB ONHOTO —
CTaHeT JIU OH PUCKOBATh Pafy Hee XKU3HbI0?

Ona He xoTena, yToOw Yaugoc norub. Ho, boxe, oHa Tak 0o0siyach, 4To ee HW3HACHUIIYIOT.

— MEI cBIIIanu, YTO OH MOIYKPOBKA. JTO MpaBaa? KopTHU He cpa3y MOHsIa, 0 4eM XaH4eT
CIpallvBaeT ee. 3HAYUT, OHU U BIPSMb HUYETO He 3HaloT 0 YaHgoce? OHa 3HaeT He 0OJIbIIe, HO UM U
9TO HEU3BECTHO.

, KopTHU B ynop mocMoTpesia Ha TUTaHTa C PegKoi 60pogKoi U 6eCCTPACTHO OTBETHIIA:

— Ecnu Bac uHTepecyeT, HAMoIOBUHY JIU OH UHAeell, To HeT. OH KOMaH4M Ha TPU YeTBEPTH. JTO Kak-
HUOYIb HA3bIBAETCS?

YouBuTenbHO, HO ee 10XKb IO CTBOBala Ha BeuKaHa. OH Havall TPEBO2KHO BrIsAOBIBATECA B
TEMHOTY. TYT OMHa U3 JoInamen HaACTYIIXJIa Ha BETKY, XU OH B3[POTHYII.

— A TH He U3 POOKUX, JIE[U, ECITU CIIUILE C TIOJYKPOBKOM, — Chsi3BUN Prikuit [[KoHHU. ['Ma3a
KopTHU CBEPKHYIM HETONOBAHUEM.

— TloBTOpSIO elle pa3: YaHOOC He... OH MHe He Mo00BHUK! OH OUKaph, 37101 U XKecTokKui. Ho yBumes,
Kak OH youn [IxkuMa Yopaa, Mep3koro 0aHOWTa ¥ IPECTYITHUKA, S IIOHSJIA, YTO UMEHHO OH HYXKeH
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MHe B IIOIIyTYUKH [0 Texaca.
— Yeprt! Tak crapusa [I:KuM MepTB? — BOCKJIUKHYJ XaHUeT.

KopTHu B3moxHYNMa. 3HAYUT, OHYM 3HAIOT IIPECTYIHUKA Yopaa. YTo K, HU4Yero yIuBUTEIbHOTO — OHU
Y CaMU TaKue e MPEeCTYIHUKH.

— IIa, HYaHgoc youn ero, — oTBeTusa oHa. — OH 0XOTUTCS 3a GaHAUTaMU. MOKET, I03TOMY OH 1
3aMHTEpPEeCcOBasiCs BaMU? — CIIPOCHIIa OHa [I3rpa.

ToT HEBO3MYTHUMO TTOKa4asl rOJI0BOM.:
— 4 He B po3bICKe, MUCC, ©00 He OCTaBIISAI0 CBUETENEH CBOUX IIPECTYIIEHUH.

XaHueT ¢ PeikuM [I;XKOoHHY 3axoxoTanu. [IoTepsas cBoe npeuMyiecTso, KOpTHU cTaia pa3MBILIIATh,
4yTO ORI ellle IPUAyMaTh.

— IIa, 51 yBepeHa, YTO BBl 6€3KalIOCTHHIE, )KeCTOKKMe OaHIUTH ¥, 3HAYUT, Y BAC MHOT'0 00OIIETO C
YaupocoM. B HeMm HeT HUYero xopoiero! OH faxe 3amyruBajl MeHs paccka3aMu O TOM, CKOJIBKO
CKaJIbIIOB CHsIL. f He CKaxXy BaM CKOJIbKO. £l eMy He [I0Bepujla, a 3HA4YUT, U BE HE IIOBepUTe. A elre
OH pacCKa3bIBaJl MHE, YTO HECKOJIBKO JIET €30UJT C 0aHIOM 9TOT0 MCTUTENbHOTO CaTaHTh. U
IpeaCTaBIsieTe, eMy YOaloch YOUTH IIEJIBIX CeMHA/IaTh Pa3biCKUBAEMEIX ITPECTYITHUKOB! B ero-to
Bo3pacTe! Kak 0H yMympuics COBEPIIUTEL CTOJILKO YOUMCTB 3a TaKOM KOPOTKUM CPOK? ITO
HEBO3MOXKHO, 1 TaK eMy U CKa3aJa.

— 3aTKHHUCH, XKeHIIHa! — 37100H0 pSIBKHYI [131p.

— [Touemy? Brl 4TO-TO yChbIILIanu? — NPOCTORAYLIHO cripocuiia KopTHU. — OTO, HaBepHOoe, YaHIocC.
EMy yxke naBHO m1opa BepHYThCA. HO OH, KOHEUHO, He X04YeT BEIXOOUTh Ha CBET. 3aueM? Korpga MOXKHO
IIPEeKPaCHO B35Th BaC BCEX Ha MYIIKY...

— Porxuit [[2KOHHM, 3aTKHU ee 4eM-Hubyab! — 3aopan [Iaup.

[TapeHb HaAlpaBUJICA K HEU, X B 9TOT MOMEHT IIporpeMer BeICTperl. [Iyns nonana PrixkeMy [[:KOHHU B
JIeBOe IJIe40, OH METHYJICS Ha3ap. [[pyrue MrHOBEHHO BCKOYUJIN.

Prrxut [[>KOHHM KOPYHUJICS Ha 3eMJie M KpUdaJ, 4YTO eMy pa3gpoOuio KocTh. KOpTHU MOYTH He
CIIBIIlIa/Ia eT0 U3-3a CHJIBHOTO 3BOHA B yIllaX, HO 3HaJja, YTO Hafo IpeAynpeauTs YaHgoca.

— Ouu xoT1aT youts Tebs, Yanmoc! [1aiip pa3aMaxHysics, COOMPasich yIapuTh ee 10 JUIY, HO He YCIIes
— myns mpobusa eMy JTI0KOTh. OH BHIPOHHUTI PEBOILBEP. XaHUYEeT, YBUOEB 9TO, BEIXBATUJI PEBOJILBED U
Hanpasui ero Ha Koptau. B Ty XKe ceKyHAy MOCTBIILIANCS ellle OOUH BEICTPEJI, ¥ OH BBIPOHUII OPyXKUe.
Y KopTHHU B yIax no-npexHeMy 3BeHeJI0, U OHa B U3YMJIEHUU OTJISIAbIBaIach 110 CTOPOHAM.

— Upuotsl! — 3akpuyan Pomupo. — OH 3amuiaet xkeHmuny! Ortoipute oT Hee! — IloToM 0H
obOpaturscs K YaHgocy:

— CeHbOp, He Hafio 00JIbIe CTPENsITh, por favor. Bugute, s 6pocai peBoibBep!

C 9THMU CJIOBaM¥ OH LIMPOKO pa3Bejl PyKH, HafiesiCh, 4TO YaHAOC HEe CTAaHET CTPEJIAThH B
0e30pyKHOTO.

910, KaxeTcs, cpabotano — Yanpmoc Ooibllle He CTPesi. 3a pefeliaMy OCBEIIIEHHOTO OTHEM KpyTra
BOIlapHuiiaCh MepTBas TUIIMHA. Y KOCTPa CTOHAN Prikuid [I2KOHHU ¥ TPOMKO, ITIPEPHIBUCTO ABIIIAN
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XaHuer, HOI[JIep}KI/IBaBLHI/II;I CBOIO OKPOBABJIEHHYIO KHCTh.

[Tepsrii ucyr KopTHU Ipoies, HO PyKu U HOTH ellle Apoxanu. Yanpoc coenan 3to! OH ogepxkarn
Haf HUMU Bepx!

Ho moyeMy OH He CKazKeT UM, YTOOb OHU CafiUJIMCh Ha JIolnafen ¥ youpanucs? [loueMy OH MOTYUT?
Pomupo, MenneHHO 06011 KOCTED, IOAOIIEN K [131py, YTOOH IOMOYb €My IlepeBs3aTh PaHy.

— IIposiBu Gnaropa3yMmue, amigo, — ycinbliiana KopTHu 1menot MekcukaHnia. — OH MoT
IIePeCTPENATh BCEX B CYUTaHHBIE CEKYH[IBI, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 paHui Hac. CIIpocH ero, 0 4eM XOTeJl, U
enemM! IlepeBec He Ha TBOEU CTOPOHE.

BEPHYTHCS

3

TIIyIbIa (ucH.).

— Y MeH4 ellle eCTh OHa, — Ipoleaun [I31p, yka3as rina3aMu Ha KopTHH.
Ona c BEI30BOM IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha HEro:

— A g Tax He Qymar, MUCTep. f MOr'y ceddac YUTU OTCIO[A, ¥ BHl He I0CMeeTe OCTAHOBUThL MeHd. I'e
Obl OH HU NIPATAJICS, BH BCe Y HETO Ha MYIIKe.

OHa c yooBOJIbCTBUEM YBHJENIa, KaK BCIBIXHYIU I'HeBOM I1a3a Tpacka. OH 3Has, 4YTO OHa IIpaBa.
CHoBa mpo3ByYar BrIicTpes. PaHneHHbIH B 6eipo [31p ¢ KPUKOM ITOBAIAJICS Ha 3eMJIIO.

Pomupo, cxsaTtus [Ipsiipa 3a Iie4H, 3aKprAdat:

— XBatut! OH Bcex HaC U3PEIIETUT, eCJIU T He yOepelIhcs!

— JlenbHBINA COBET.

— Yaupgoc! — pagoCTHO BCKpUKHYyIa KOpTHH, mOBOpayuBasich Ha 3BYK €ro rojoca.

[TocTenenHo rnasa KopTHu pa3nuyuiy BO ThMe, OKPYXKaBIIEH IOISHY, 3HAKOMBIHM CUTIY3T, U ei
OTYasTHHO 3aX0TeJioch 6pocuThes K Yanmocy. Ho oHa coepakanack: Helmb3si 0TBIEKATh ero. OH, CTOS
Ha Kpalo IOJISHbI, HallpaBUB PeBOJIbBED Ha OaHAUTOB. Celiyac HEBO3MOKHO OBIJIO MMOHSATH, HA KOT'O OH
CMOTPHUT, HO BeCh €T0 00JIMK BhIpaKasl HeNPeKJIOHHY0 pemuMocThb. Cepaile KopTHU 3aMeprio oT
BOCXUIIIEHUS.

— Brl YaHpmoc? — PoMupo BEICTYIIWII BIIEPe[, OepXKa PYKU Ha PaCCTOSHUU OT Tejla. — BEI fennaete u3
MYXH CJIOHQ, CeHbOP. Brl ucKanu Moero apyra. OH 06ieruus Bally 3agaydy ¥ caM npuiies K Bam. OH
TOJIBKO XOT€JI Y3HaTh, I0YeMY BBl OXOTHJIUCH 32 HUM.

— Ou Bpet! — BocknmuKkHyNa KopTHYU, TKHYB nanbiieM B [Iatipa. — OH xoTen youTh Te0s 1mocyue Toro,
KaK Thl OTBETHUINb Ha €T0 BOIIPOCHL. JTOT CKa3al MHe. — OHa KuBHYJNa Ha Pomupo. — U eme ox
00BSICHUII, 4TO OBLJIO OBI ITOCTIE TBOEM cMepTu. OHM XOTENH... XOTEH. ..

— Tel BCe ellle ¢ TPyOM IogOUpaelIsb CIoBa, Teau? — cupocuil Yaupoc. Kak 0oH MOT HIyTUTh B TaKOM
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MOMEHT?
— Hy, B 0611eM, oHM X0Tenu! — BHINIAJIWIIA OHA.

— O, s He COMHEBAIOCh B 3TOM, JTI00uMasi, — 0To3Bascs Yaumoc. — U pas3 yX TH Tak HETOOYelb,
noueMy Okl Tebe He coOpaTh UX PEBOJIbBEPHL U He OTAATh UX MHE?

KopTHU He cpa3y 0O4HylIach OT YOUBJIEHUS — OH Ha3Bal ee NMo6uMoi! Ho, HarHyBIINCE 3a IEPBEIM
PEBOJIEBEPOM, OHA IOHSJIA: OH CKa3as 9TO [AJsT HUX — YaHJoC JaBajil UM MOHSTh, YTO OHA €0
JKeHIIUHA.

OcTopoxkHO, 4TOOH CIy4YalHo He moMelnaTh Yaugocy, KopTHu nogHsia ¢ 3eMiu opyxue [Iaiipa u
XaHuerta. PeBonbBep Prizkero [I:KOHHU OCTaBaJICs Y HET'0 B KOOype, POMUDPO IPOTSIHYI ei CBOH.
KopTHu BhITaluIa U3-TI0[ €r0 PeMHS CBOM KOJIbT U TOPXKECTBYIOLIEe B3rJISHYJIa Ha MEKCHUKaHIIA.

— He 6ynp mcTuTenbHoM, bella, — MsATKO cKa3an oH eii. — Tkl Beib IOMHUIIIL, YTO s TOMOT Tebe?

— A kak XKe! — oTBeTHIa OHa. — 4 maxke IOHUMAI0, TOUYeMy THI 3TO CHeNall. X0uellb, s pacCKaxy 06
atoM Yanupocy? [TyCcTh-Ka OH caM PaCCyOUT, MOXKHO JTH CYUTATh 3TO TOMOIIBIO.

Osa oTomna, He cnyinasi ero. PoMupo ObIn ef 0cOOEHHO MMPOTUBEH: OH CHITPA Ha ee CTpaxe —
CHauaJsla Hallyras, IIOTOM Iofaa HafeXkay U TYT XKe ee pa3pymui. OHU Bce Mep3aBLibl, HO OH —
CaMBIA KECTOKHUH.

KopTHH momuia mo Kparo MOJISHE ¥ BCKOpe OKa3anach psmoM ¢ YangocoM. OHa MOI0XKHUIIA Iepel HUM
BCE OpYXHKe, OCTABHUB TOJILKO CBOM PEBOJILBE.

— 3Hato, Tebe ceiuac He 10 Moel 671arogapHOCTH, — JTAaCKOBO CKa3asla OHa, KPenKo IPUKUMAsCh K
ero CIiMHe, — HO 5 TaK Pajia, YTO Thl BEPHYJICS U K TOMY JKe BOBpeMsi!

— Tt Bcst MOKpast, — mpoOopMoTan YaHmoc.

— 4 xymanachk, KOrfa OHYU MOSBUIIUCE.

— B ogexne?

— B HUXKHel, KOHEYHO.

— KoneuHo, — ycMexuyscs oH. M TyT oH ynuBun KopTHH, Tak XKe, Kak ¥ 6aHOUTOB, TUXO CKa3aB:

— YO6upaiiTecs... MoKa ele MoxkeTe. OH UX OTIIyCKar!

['maBa 19

JlyHa, XOTh ¥ He IIOJIHAS, IPKO OCBelllasia MUPOKUM IPUTOK ApKaH3aca, U KOpTHHU SICHO BUAETa TeX,
KTO TIEPEIPaBIIsICS Yepe3 PEKY.

Cros Ha Gepery pspmoM ¢ YaHIOCOM, OHa CMOTpeJia, Kak 0apaxTaioTcs B Bofe jomangu. M3-3a
CUJILHOTO TeueHUus XaH4eT He yaepxkancs B cefje. KopTHU cOMHeBasack, 9YTO OH OJOJIeeT IlepenpaBy
CO CBoeM paHeHOM pykKo#. Ho, Ha ynuBneHue, u 6AHOUT, U €T0 JIolIags 671aromnoyyHo BEOpaIuch Ha
npyrou 6eper BMecTe ¢ gpyrumu. KoptHu u Yanpoc HabIiomany, Kak Tpoe MyKUYKWH CeIu Ha CBOUX
Jolrafei u mockakanu Ha ceBep — Hasaf, B Kansac. OHuU cliefuiy 3a HUMH, ITI0Ka T€ He CKPHUIUCH U3
BHUIY.
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[ToToM Tax, CJI0BHO HUYEro 0COOEHHOT0 He IPou30ILio, XoTs [191p Tpack GonTancs Ha OepeBe,
YaHmoc IPUHSICS COUPATH IKYPKHU C OBYX MIPUHECEHHBIX UM 0eJT0K. BuouMo, OH mo#Mar uxX roJIbIMU
PyKaMH, IIOCKOJIbKY Ha TYLIKaX He ObII0 HY eOUHOM IlapalnuHbl, fa ¥ YaHO0C HU pa3y He BLICTPEJIHII,
1IoKa oxoTuscs. IlogBecuB ux Haj KOCTPOM, OH OTKPHLIT KeCTSHKY ¢ 600amu u cBapui Kode. Korga
B3rnan Koptau nmapan Ha [Isiipa Tpacka, K TOpiy ee MOACTyIana TOIIHOTA.

Yaugoc 06bsaBuUII, 4To Tpack He yuneT ¢ ocTasbHEIMU. OH Ha3BaJjl ero MOJIHBIM UMEHeM, U3 Yero
KopTtau 3akmtouna, 4yTo YaHgoc 3Han o HeM. [ToToM 0H 3acTaBuil Pomupo cBs3aTs Tpacka 10 pykam
1 HOoTraM pyOarikoy u 6piokamu [19¥ipa, a KopTHU mocyan K cBoey jomagy 3a BepeBKoi. OHa 4yTh He
3abnymunack, pa3sickuBas Ilyadyra.

Bepnysmucs Kk YaHO0Cy C BepeBKOU U METUM MEPUHOM, OHa CIIbIIIala, Kak OH Bejesl POMUPO CBI3aTh
9TOU BEPEBKOMU 3amsaCcThsl TpacKa, IpeAynpeanB, YTO €CIIA OH CBSIXKET UX He[JOCTaTOYHO KPEIKo, TO
TOT, Iafas, nepenaoMaet cebe HOrU. UTO OH UMEJI B BUAY, CTAJI0 IIOHATHO, Koraa YaHmoc MOATaIIuI
Tpacka k OnuxKaiIneMy gepeBy, I0JIb3YsCh IIPU 3TOM TOJIBKO OJHOM PYKOW — B APYTO¥ OH AepKan
PEBOJIbBED, — U, IPUIIOAHSAB €T0 Ha HECKOJILKO (DyTOB, IPUBA3al K CTBOJIY AEpeBa.

— BrI yOneTe ero? — crpocun Pomupo.

— Het, — otBeTun YaHOoC, — HO €My MIPEICTOUT HEMHOT'O TOMYYHThCS 3@ TO, YTO OH HATBOPHII
3MeCh.

— OH BaM HMUETO He COean, CEHbOP.

— BepHo. {1 HakKa3kIBalo €r0 3a TO, YTO OH cobuparsncs caenaTth ¢ Jenu. HUKTo, KpoMe MeHs, He UMeeT
[IpaBa IpUKacaThCs K HEH.

PoMupo nomo3puTtenbHO Mokocuicd Ha KopTHY — 3Ha4YUT, OHa /irajia eMy O CBOMX OTHOIIEHUAX C
5TUM 4eJioBeKOM? [IoTOM BHOBE IIE€PEBE]T B3I Ha YaHmoca.

— Iloxoxke, Oeno He TOJIbKO B KEHIIKWHE, HO ¥ B TOM, II0YeMY Bl MCKaJId MOEro amigo, si?

Yanrpmoc mpomosryasn. OH BEIBEJT BIIepe[ UX JIoIafe, JOCTall U3 YeXJIOB BUHTOBKY, BUCEBIIKE Ha OBYX
cefiax, ¥ UIBLIPHYJ B PEKYy BMECTe C PEBOJIbBEPAMH.

Teneps ouu yexanu, a [1aip Tpack Tak u 60JITaNCS Ha IepeBe CO CBOMM IIEHHBIM IIJIATKOM BO PTY: OH
KpXYaJl CBOMM JIIOASIM, YTOOB OHU BEPHYJIUCH, U HaHAOCY HAf0eJI0 CIyaTh ero Kpuku. KopTHu
NIOHKMMaJla, Kak 601bHO Tpacky. PaHE ero elfe KPOBOTOUMIIN, fake Ta, KOTOPYIO HACIleX IepeBs3all
Pomupo.

HecoMHEHHO, OH 3aCTyKUJI 3TO U faxe 0oJbiliee, HO CMOTPETh Ha ero My4eHHus ObIII0 HEBEIHOCHMO,
TeM 0oJiee YTO OH He IPUYMHUI 371a HU el, HU HYaHJocCy.

Yto uyyBcTByeT YaHpmoc, KopTHU He 3Haa. [1o nuly ero, Kak Bcerga, OHa He MOTIJla HUYEro yrajars.
OH Kak HU B 4eM He OBIBaJIO IPUTOTOBUII YKMH U C PABHOOYIIHEIM BUJIOM €JI, He CIIyCKas, OgHAaKo,
rnas ¢ Tpacka.

KOpTHI/I IIOIIBITAJIaCh 3arOBOPUTE C YaumocoM, HO OH Been ell MoI4YaTh, BHUMATEIbLHO
IIPUCIIYIINBAACE, HE BEPHYJIUCE JIK OCTAJILHEBIE. KOpTHI/I IMOOJ4YMHUIIACh €MY.

[ToToM OH Bejen e# coOupaTh BeIllld ¥ CeJiaTh CBOMX Jyiolnanei. KopTHu oOpafgoBanach: 3HAYUT, OHU
ye3xkaioT! Ho cmenaB Bce u BHIBEMS BIepe Jolafei, OHa MoHsIa, 4To Yanmoc nmepegymain. Kocrep
He OBl OTYIIEeH, ¥ Tpack Bce Tak ke BUCEII Ha iepese.
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Yanpgoc IIOBEPHYIJICA, U OT €ro B3rjidga KOpTHI/I noxosnogena. OHa Cpa3y yragaia €ero HaMepeHund:

— Ter1 xouels, 94TOOH g yexasna 0e3 Tebs? B3sie KopTHY 3a pyKy, OH OTBEJI ee B falbHUN KOHEI]
IIOJISIHEL.

— He paccrpausaiica nmoHanpacHy, iefgu. Bo3sMu jouiajiei ¥ MejIeHHO OBUTANCH K I0TY. f MOTOHI0
Te0s1 4epe3 HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT.

OmnsTh OH Ha3HIBaET ee Jienu! A 3Ta ero xyTkas MpadyHocTh? Het, KopTHU eMy He Bepuia.
— Tr1 yObelb ero, fa? — CIPOCUIIa OHa.

— Her.

— 3HaAYuUT, TH Oy[elb ILTATh €ro!

— XKeHmuHa, — CKas3a OH, — I'fle TO CIIOKOWCTBHUE, C KOTOPEIM ThHI 3ar0BapHuBajia 3yOwl YeThIPeM
ToJI0BOpe3am?

— TBI IOCHITaELIbL MEeHs ONHY TyHa, I'le UHIOEUIHl, U ellle XKAellb 0T MeHd CoKoucTBus! TBou
BBICTPEJIB], BO3MOXKHO, CIIBIIIaIN. BOKPYr Hac cenyac, HaBepHOE, JI0OKUHEL... COTHU OUKapeu.

— THI 4TO, ¥ BOIPSIMb AYMaeIlh, UTO 51 MOTY IIOIBEPTHYTh Te0s OIaCHOCTH?
OH cKa3aJl 3TO C TaKoi HeXHOCTh0, YTO KOPTHYM ITOYyBCTBOBAIa YIPhI3eHUS COBECTH.
— IlpocTH, — cMyTHIack oHa. — [IPoCTO g yKacHas Tpycuxa.

— Twi xpabpee, yeM gyMmaells, nefu. A Teneps moesxau! 4 ckopo moroHio Tebs. MHe HYKHO KOe-4To
ckaszath Tpacky. Ho ThI 9TOr0 He [0JIXKHA CJIbIIIATh.

['masa 20

KairraHoBble BOJIOCH ¥ Kapue T'jla3a MOTIH OBITh Y KOT'O YTOMHO, HO OTCYTCTBHE [IBYX IaJblleB Ha
PyKe HeOolIPOBEPKUMO CBUAETEIBCTBOBAJIO O TOM, YTO 3TO UMeHHO [31p Tpack. YaHOOoC CTOSI Iepen
CBOMM Bparom, cTapasich OTOTHaTh BOCTIOMUHaHHU S, TPo0yXK/IaBIlIKe B HeM SIpocTh. []9iip Tpack
M3HacuIoBan ero MaTth. OH He yOuNI, HO OCKBepHUI ee. OH OIMH U3 OBYX OCTABIIUXCS B JKUBHIX
y4acCTBOBABIIMUX B 3TOM.

Ioiip Tpack OblJI TakKXKe ONHUM U3 TPOUX, HacuIoBaBInux xkeHy [Ipriratomuiero Bonka. Y 3To ero Hox
TIOTPY3UJICS B JKMBOT MOJIOJOM KEHIIUHEI [TOCJIe CONESTHHOTO — He C 11eJIbi0 YOUTh OOHUM yAapoM, a
yTOORI 3aCTABUTD €€ CTPAfaTh.

3a 0HO TOJIBKO 3TO Tpack 3aciyKuBaj CMEPTH, a 3a BCe OCTallbHOe OH 3aCllyKUBajl MeJIeHHOI
cMmepTu. Y 0H yMpeT — cerofHs, 3aBTpa UM gaxe nocnesasTpa. Ho Yarpgoca 3meck He OyzmeT, U OH
3TOTO He YBUAUT. 3a YeThIpe rofia XaXja MIIeHUs 3aMeTHO [IOyTUXJa B HeM. Teneps Iuib Yaung
CwMmut Bo30ykKOas B HeM IIPeXHI0I HEYKPOTUMYIO IpoCTh. BoT KTo yMpeT oT pyku Yanpoca. Ho ¢
TpackoM Bce unaue. TyT YaHOOC TOJIBKO XOTEJl 3aBEPIIUTE TO, YTO IOKJIAJICS CHeNaTh. A 0CTalbHOE
€ro He BOJIHOBAJIO.

TpaCK TaK U HE Y3HAET, 3a 4TO 06pef{eH Ha CMEePTHh, €CJIK EMYy He BTOJIKOBATE 3TOTO. HerT, oH gomxkeH
Y3HATh, 3a KaKne 3BEPCTBaA €0 IIOKapalu.
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BriTamus kamn u3o0 pra Tpacka, YaHOoOC OTCTYNIUII HA HECKOJIBKO IIIAr0B ¥ IIOCMOTPEJI Ha CBOET0
Bpara. B rinasax Tpacka He 0bU10 cTpaxa. OH faxe IUTIOHYJ, BHIPA3UB 3TUM CBO€e IIpe3PeHHe.

— KpacHokoxwuii, — nmpockpumen [3ip, — 5 3Hal0, THl He yObellb MeHs. ¢ CHBIIal, KakK Thl CKa3all
3TO CBOEH XKEeHIITUHE.

— THI yBEpEH, YTO He OCTbIIancsa? BouHCcTBEeHHBIN 3amnan Tpacka HECKOJIbKO IT0y0aBUIICs.

— Yero, uepT Bo3bMH, TeOe Haf0? f He Tporasn 3Ty YepTOBY KeHIUHY! Y Te0s HET IPUYHH...
— XKeHImuHa 30ech HY Opu 4eM, Tpack.

— 3Hauut, Pomupo 0wl paB? 3a4yeM ke Thl IPUKPHIBAJICS €107

— TBouM ApyKKaM HM K YeMy 3HaTh O HaIlIKX ¢ ToOOM memnax. IIycTh AyMaroT, 4TO S PEBHUBEI], U
TOJIbKO. OHU YOUBSTCS, Korma O60mbllle He YBUAST TeOs B XKUBHIX, HO UM HUKOI'TIa He y3HATh TOTO, YTO
3eCh IPOU3OIILIO.

— Yepra c gBa! Onu BepHyTCS, ¥ CKOpo! OHU He OCTaBAT MEHS 3[eCh!
YaHOoc Me[JjIeHHO IIoKavaJl I'0JIOBOH.

— Xoue1s, mocopuM? ITo OymeT MOCTeIHU CIIOP B TBOeM XKu3HHU, Tpack. Tak BOT, S yTBepXKAalo,
YTO OHM yXKe MOHSJIH, YTO UHAEUIH HeTlofJaneKy, ¥ B 3TOT caMblii MOMEHT MYaTCs K I'PaHUIlE BO BECh
OTI0P.

— Bpems! — B3peBen Tpack. — MEI He BUAeNIH HUKAKUX ITPU3HAKOB HHAEWIEB. MoXKeT OBITh, TH X
BUmen?

— MHe ux He HYKHO BUOETH, 1 ¥ TaK 3HAl0, UYTO OHM 3[iech. Mbl 0OBIYHO My TeIecTByeM BMecTe. Ho
Ha 9TOT Pa3 OHU [IePKaTCS Ha PACCTOSTHUU OT MEeHsI — M3-3a XKEeHIIWHBI, 100 OHa OOUTCS UX.

— U Bce-Taku oHa efeT ¢ To60M, — 3aMeTun Tpack.
YaHO0C KUBHYIIL.

— 41 3Hat0, yero T mo6uBaembcsi, KpacHokoxuit! Ho [[aiipa Tpacka He Tak IPOCTO 3amyrarth.
OTcropma 0o rpaHuLibl PyKOU II0faTh, HUKAKUX MHIEULIEB 3[€Ch U B IOMUHE HET!

YaHpooc mmoxkas njaedaMu:

— 4 He cobupatock Te6s yOexxnaTth, Tpack. Korga onu HaimyT Tebs, Tor[a u y3Haelb. 9 0CTaBIsAI0
Te0s UM B IIOJIapOK.

— B mopmapok? — B yxkace 3aopain Tpack. — Ecnu xoueurs youts Menst — yOet! Y T He MyK4YKuHa?
Ho Yanpoc He npuHsI BEI30B. Pa3rosBop ¢ IOJOHKOM Hafoes eMy.

— He 10 9TOOH g He xoTen youBaTh Te0s, Tpack, — cka3an YaHpoc, mopxonas 6nuxe. — ITocMOTpu Ha
MeHs1! Barnsuu MHe B r71a3a! Tel BUmen ux paHsbiie, Tpack, XOTs 9T0 ObUIM He MOM Tjla3a. MOXKeT, Thl
M3HACUJIOBaJ 3a CBOIO XKU3Hb CTOJIBKUX KEHILIKWH, YTO U He BCIIOMHHUILb, O KaKOU U3 HUX 5 TOBOPIO? —
Tpack Tsxkeso 3ageiman, a Yaugoc moO0aBut:

— BuxXy, THl BCHOMHMUII.
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— 970 OBIJIO YeTHIPe Tofla Ha3aj, 4YepT BO3bMH!

— W T gyMan, 4To BpeMs yOepexkeT Te0s OT MeCTH KOMaH4en? 3Haelllb JIX Thl, YTO CTaJIO C TEMH,
KTO OBLJI C TOOOM B TOT MEHb?

Tpack 3nan. JIu1o ero crano 6enee MOI0THA. 3HAYUT, OH OIIUOCS, IyMas, UYTO BCE KOHYEHO ¥ JUKAPH
CITOJTHA BHIMECTHUJIA THEB Ha APYTHX.

On PBaAHYJICA B30 BCEX CUJI, HO BEPEBKHU KPEIIKO OEePXKaAJIA €T0. Tenepb YaHpgoc Bumen ero CTpax:
T'Tla3a, CMOTPEBIINE HA HETO C 663YMHOﬁ Monb00H, BEBEIPAZKaAJIN Y2KaC I1epen Onu3Kou CMEPTEIO.

Yaumoc OTBEPHYJICA U HETOPOIIJIINBO IIOIIE]I K CBOEMY MEPHUHY. BckouyuB Ha HeEro, OH YXBATHII 3a
IMOBOObS HaAJIYIO JIOIIAOb TpaCKa " CKa3all:

— Teneps TH 3HAEIb, IOYEMYy 5 X04y TBoe# cMepTH, Tpack. Ho BCIIOMHH elrie MOJIOAYIO KEeHIIUHY-
KOMaH4YH4, KOTOPYIO Thl CHaYajia U3HACUIIOBAJ, a IIOTOM 3aCTaBUJI YMePEeTh XKECTOKOH MEIJIEHHOM
CMEPTHIO.

— 970 OblyTa BCEro UL YePTOBa UHAMAHKA! BoT Teneps YaHAOC yKe He UCIBITHIBAI HA MaJjleHIInx
YIPHI3€HUYU COBECTH.

— OTo Oblyla KpacuBasi, HeXKHas XKeHIMHa. Ee pefeHOK yMep B TOT XKe JIeHb, a MyXK [0 CUX II0p
onyakuBaeT ee. OHa He IPUYMHUIIA 3714 HU OJHOM XK1BoY nyiie. OHa Oblyia BOIIOIMIEHNEM TOOPOTHL. A
THL yOun ee. IToaToMy s nepepnaio Te0sl B pyKu ee MyKa. EMy THl HyKeH, a MHe HeT.

C sTumMu cioBaMu YaHOOC yCKakasl IpoyYb. Tpack OTYassHHO BOIWUJI, YMOJIsAsA YaHAoCca BEPHYTHCS U
youth ero. Ho Yanpmoc ObII TTyX K €r0 KpuKaM. [Ipyrrue KpUKHU CTOSIJIM V HETO B yIIaX. To Kpuyanu
JKEHIIUHE U IeTH, KOTOPEIX HaCUJIOBaId, My4uiy, pe3anu. OHu ObUIM PSANOM, KakK U ero Ipy3bs-
BOMHEL. YaHMIOC He BU[EeI UX, HO YYBCTBOBaJI, YTO OHU CMOTPST Ha HET0 U BCe IIOHUMAIOT.

Bckope Yanpoc pa3nuunii Boaau CUIysT KOpTHY, U IpuU3paKy MPOIUIOr0 OCTABUIM €ro. ITa
HeBUHHAas [EeBYIIKa, OMUHOKAs B 3TOM XKeCTOKOM Mupe, Ovlyia 6amb3aMOM 7Sl €70 U3PaHEeHHOH! AYIIIN.

OHa ocTaHOBWIACH B LIEHTPE IJIOCKOM PaBHUHEL. JIYHHBIN CBET OKYThIBa/l CePeOpPSAHON OHIMKOH
KopTHu u ee nomapne. Ya"goc 0CKaka ObICTpee.

Korpa on mogwexan, Koprau pasprimanack. Yanpoc ynei6Hyncs. CoepXKuBaTh 9MOLUKY OBITIO HE B ee
XapakTepe, HO CEeTOJHSI BeuepoM OHa ITPEeBOCXOMIHO CIIpaBuiach ¢ 3TuM. Korma Toro TpeGoBanu
00CTOsITeNIbCTBA, OHA OblNa CIIOKOMHA U CMeTIa, a Teleph, I0YyBCTBOBAB II0JIHYI0 6€3011acHOCTS, Hala
BOJIIO ClIe3aM.

OH CHSJI ee C ceqJia ¥ lepecagul Ha CBOIO JIOIIaflb, KPEeNKOo yXBaTuB c3afu. OHa MpuiIbHYya K ero
TPyOu, He IepecTaBas mjaakaTh. YaHOOC 0OHUMAJ ee, PafysCh 3TUM CJie3aM, — C HUMHU IIPOXOIUIT
ctpax. Korpma priganus MpeKpaTUInCh, OH HEXKHO TIOBEPHYJI ee K cebe U IolleioBall.

Ceiiuac ero motenyi OblI COBePIIEHHO APYruM, U KopTHU cpa3y MmoHsna 3T0. Ee oXBaTHIT TakoH
HEUCTOBHIM xKap, 4uTo KOpTHU ucnyranack ¥ BhIpBanach U3 ero 00bATHH.

YyTh [plllla, OHA B3rJIgHyIa Ha Yargoca. Ero CrioKoiCTBYE Pa303/Iuio ee.
— He roBopu, 4TO ¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 Thl XOTEJI 3aKPHITh MHE POT.

— Tebe HUHTEPECHO, IIoYeMy A Te0sI TOIIeJI0BAI? — CO B3IOXOM CIIPDOCHIT OH.
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— 4.

— He napo, koteHoK. Ecnu g ckaxy Tebe, ToO MBI ¢ TOOOY 04eHb CKOPO OKaxkeMcCsl Ha 3eMJie, a yTPOM
THI yke He Oy[elnb Tak HEBUHHA, KaK ceryac.

Y KopTHu n1epexBaTuio ObIXaHUE.
— 4... 1 He fymara, 4TO Thl HaXOOUIIb MEHS... IPUBIIEKaTEIbHOMU.

Ou npomonuan. Hu cnoB pa3syBepeHusi, Hu 00bsiCHEHUS B TI00BU — OMHO MoT4aHue. UYTo, 4epT
BO3bMH, 3TO 3HAUUT?

— Jlyuiire mepecagy MeHs Ha MOIO Jiomiaib, YaHIoC, — HEYBEPEHHO CKa3aa OHa.

— Ilo-TBOEMY, Tak «npunuyHee»? OHa BCeU OYIIOU XkKejaja 0CTaTbCd psgoM ¢ YaHAocoM, HO ero
HacMeIlIKa 3ajesia ee.

— IIa, — xo0JyI0mHO OOPOHMIIA OHA, — TakK OyIeT IpuInyHee.

B cnepyrommee MruoBenre KopTHE yKe cupiena B CBOEM Cefijie, ¥ ejBa OHA ycCIesla IOOXBAaTUTh
IIOBO[IbSI, KaK ee KOOBIIKA IMOCKaKaJja ClaeaoM 3a MepuHoM YaHgoca.

Bcio mopory KoprHu 6blTa 0OXBaueHa PafOCTHHIM BO30yxKaeHueM: YaHOOC X04eT ee!

['maBa 21

Yanpoc xoueT ee! 06 aTom KopTHU nmomymara, IPOCHYBIIKCH Ha CIEeAyIollee yTPO, U ee CHOBa
OXBaTHJIO PafoCTHOE Bo30yKaeHne. Ho 04eHb CKOPO ee MBI OXJIafiniia yKacHas goragka. OHa
IIOHsIa, BCe TOHSMA, ¥ — 0X, 3T0 OBIIIO Tak o4eBUAHO! ['ocrmonu, a OHa-TO pa3MeuTasnach Kak
nypouka! KoHeuHo, oH x0Ten ee. OHa 3[eCh eIUHCTBEHHAs XKEeHIIMHA, a Beb OH MyXK4HHa. A KakK
OHa 3HaJla, MYKYMHBI IPUBLIKIIA OpaTh TO, UTO IO PYKO#H. [la, OH XOTeN ee, HO ero xkejaHue ObII0
npuMUTHBHEIM. C CaMOro Hadajla OH BEIKA3bIBaJl K HEl MOJIHeHIee PaBHOAYIINE, a Celdac ero
ofoJieBasia OOFIKHOBEHHAS MTOXOTh, U €My BCe PaBHO, C KEM yIOBIETBOPUTE €€.

— T 4TO, XOUeIb CKeUYb 9T0 ofesinio? KopTHU ORICTPO 06epHYyIach:
— Yro?

— TbI CMOTPHIITE HAa HETO TAKUM HCIIEIeISIONINM B3I IS I0M.

— 4... MHe IPHUCHUIICS TIJIOXOU COH.

— Ilocne BYepalIHero 3To HEYAUBUTENBHO.

Yaupmoc cumen Ha KOPTOYKaX ¥ KOCTPa, iepKa B PyKe 0JIOBSHHYIO KPYXKKY ¢ Kode. OH yxKe OOPHUIICS
¥ OfleJICs, HalleTIXI jake CBOIO MIMPOKOIONYIO IUISNY 7S BepPX0BO# e37kl. OH IPUTOTOBUIICS K
0TBE3MY, HO, OUEBHUIHO, PELIUI JaTh el BrcaThCsA. COH U B caMoM fielie Ol HeoOxoguM KopTHu.

— Ecyu TH He CIUINKOM TOPOIIMIILCS, MOXKET, HaNlbellh MHe Kode? — cripocuia KopTHy,
TOOHUMASICh ¥ CKJIagbIBAst OCTeNb. TyT TONBKO OHA IIOHSIIA, YTO JIerJia Buepa CIaTh He
pa3meBUINCh. — ['oCIony, 51, HaBepHOe, PEeXHYIach, — IPOOOPMOTasa OHa, OIIYIIEIBASI BCE ellle
HEIIPOCOXIIYI0 OJeKMY.
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— Bo3M0XkHO, 3T0 OBINIa 3amo3nanas peaknus, — IMPEeOIIoa0KnII Yanpgoc.

— Peakuus? — KopTHU CTpesbHyIa B HEro rna3daMu. — Ho TeI-TO 3Han! [Touyemy XKe He HAIIOMHUIT
MHe?

— 4 vanomuun. Te cKa3aa MHe «00mbIIoe criacubo», Jieryia ¥ 3acHya.

KopTHU O0TBepHYyJach, IPefiCTaBKB, KaKOM Iypoy OHa eMy IT0Ka3asach, KOTfia yerjaach ClaTh B
MOKPO¥ ofexkfe. A Bce u3-3a Toro, uto Yanmoc Bapyr 3axoTen ee! KoneuHo, mypa.

— MHe... Hago InepeonmeThbCsi, — CKa3alla OHa U ITOCIIEIIHO YIIIIa.

Ho Ha 9TOM ee HEIPUSITHOCTH He 3aKOHUYUIKCh. Buepa BeuepoM OHa Tak OLICTPO COOMpPANACk, UTo, He
TIOMyMaB, CYHyJIa MOKPYIO OfIeKIy B CAKBOSIK, U TEIIEPh BCE BEIM OTCHIPEITH.

KopTHu ringHyna dyepes miedo Ha YaHoca, IOTOM ONSATh B CAKBOSXK.

— Yanpoc, 4... 4...

— Yto TaMm eue cTpsciock. Komaubu I'na3ku? OHa OnATH IOCMOTpPeEJIa Ha Hero U BhIIaIna:
— MHe Heuero HafleTk.

— Heuero?

— Heuero. 4... momoxKuiaa B CAKBOSIK MOKPEIE BeIlH H... 3a0blTa ux OTTy[Oa BBRITAIIIATE U IIPOCYIIUTE.
— C npocymko# IpupeTcs IogoXkKaaTh O0 Bedepa. A TBou OPIOKU TOXKe MOKpPHIE?

OH nopgo1iesn K Hel U 3arjigHyl B CAKBOSIX.

— Her, cyxue. {1 yOpana ux B CeieIbHYI0 CyMKY.

— Hy 4T0 X, TOrma HafieBau UXx.

— Ho g gymana...

— Huuero He nopenaems. [Toronu, s nam Tebe ogHY U3 CBOMX pyOallex.

YnuBuTensHO, HO YaHMoC, Ka3aiock, COBCEM He paccepausics. Yepes ceKyHOy oH Opocun e
KPEMOBYIO pyOalllKy U3 Mardaiiinei oneHbeir Koxu. Best 6efa 3akiodanach B TOM, 4TO pybalka
OblTa He Ha IYTOBUIlAX, a Ha ITHYPOBKe, a Y KopTHU He OBIJI0 CYyX0¥ COPOYKH, UTOOH HAfeTh MO Hee.

— He XMYPECA, Komaubsu I'ma3ku, BCce PaBHO HUYETO APYTOoro HET: BC€ OCTAJIbHBIE MOHM BEIIMH HAaa0
CTHUPATh.

— Jla HeT, HUYero... {1 ¢ yIOBOIBCTBUEM ITOCTUPAI0 TebeE.
— Het, — pe3ko 6pocun YaHmoc. — ITO fienan s caM.

Bort Teneps oH paccepguics. O boxe! BriTaums u3 cymku 0pioku, KopTHY 1oia B KycTel. YTo 3a
yKacHbII 4enoBek! OHa TOJIBKO XOTeJla IOMOYb, & OH TaK BCKUHYJICS, CJIOBHO OHA B KEHHl €My
HabuBaIacCh.

Yepes nate MuHyT KOPTHY BHIIIIA HA MONAHY. JIMIO ee MBIIAjIo OT 3710CTU Ha YaHfoca u oT
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CMYILIeHUS 3a CBOM KOCTIOM. PyOaiika YaHpmoca okKa3anach el CIUIIKOM OJIMHHA — HaMHOTO HUXKE
Oemep, ¥ OHa He MOTJIa 3allPABUThL ee B OPIOKH. A TPeyroJIbHEIHM BEIPE3 Ha IIHYPOBKE, KOTOPHIH eMy
MOXOMUII TOIBKO 10 CEPEeIUHEI TPYAH, Y Hee JOCTUras mymnka. Ho Xyxke Bcero ObIIU ITHYPKY U3
rpy0o¥ CHIpOMSTHOM KoK, OHa HUKaK He MOTJIa 3aTSHYTh UX Tyro. KopTHU cTapanach U30 BCEX CHII,
HO TakK 4 He CIIPaBUJIaCh C ITUM.

KopTHE nOBOpaumBanachk COHHOM K YaHAOCY, a MOJOUASA K KOCTPY 3a Kode, IPUKpPhIIa I'PyOb
muisanoi. ToJIbKO pa3 oOHa B3TJISHYJa Ha Hero, ¥ 3TOT B3TJISAA Ipeaynpexnaan: «ToabpKo ocMeil 4To-
HUOyOb cka3aTh!» Ho YaHpmoc He TOMBKO MoOJIdal, HO ¥ BOOOIlle He CMOTPET Ha Hee.

YToOHI CIPaBUTHCS CO cMylleHreM, KOpTHU Hadasa MOAbICKUBATh 0€30IacHyI0 TEMY [Ji Pa3roBopa,
U TYT B3TJISM €€ yIasl Ha YyXKyIo KOObITy, KOTOpas macjiach BMECTE C UX TPEeMsI JIOUIagbMH.

— He cnuurkoM i ThI CypoBO o0otiresnics ¢ 3TUM TpacKoM, 3acTaBUB ero Bo3BpallaThcs B Kanzac
TIEIIKOM?

OTu C/TOBa BBI3BAJIM HEMIPEABUAEHHYIO Peakiuio. YaHa0C yCTaBUIICS Ha HEe roTyOBIMU, XOJIOTHEIMU
KaK Jief r1a3aMu, 1 KOpTHU COUyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO OH Ha I'paHu OELIeHCTRBa.

— Thl He 3HaeIb, B Y4eM OH BUHOBAT, jequ. Kak e Thl MOXKeIIb CYAUTh O TOM, Yero OH 3aC/IyKUBaeT?
— A THI TOYHO 3Haelllb, YTO OH BUHOBAT?

— Ia.

— B uem?

— B u3HacUIOBaHUSAX ¥ B 3BEPCKUX YOMMCTBAX MYKYKH, JKEHIITNH U IeTeH.

— Boxe moit! — Koptau mobnmenHena. — Eciu TH 3HAJ BCe 3TO, TOYEMY Ke cpal3y He yOum ero?
Huyero He oTBeTHB, YaHOOC BCTAJI U MOLIET K JIOMIadsIM.

— IIpoctu, — 6pocuna KopTHU eMy BOOTOHKY. YCIIBIIIaI JId OH?

"'ocriogy, BeYHO MHE NIPUXOOUTCA 3a YTO-TO [epeq HUM U3BUHATHCA! He nyuliie nu cpasy
IIOTIPUIepPKaTh SI3bIK?» — T0gyMala OHa.

3aueM gymaThb 00 3ToM [3iipe Tpacke? Ero Hafio B3MEepHYTh Ha BUCENIUIY ¥ YETBEPTOBATh, KaK
IIOCTYTAIT B I[UBUIN30BAHHEIX CTPaHaxX C TEMU, KTO COBEPIINI TAXKKKE IpecTymieHus. Jlagxo,
XBaTUT 00 3TOM!

KopTHu BHIIIIECHYTA OCTATKU KOQE B OTOHD U IOLIIA K CBOEH JIOIIaAK, KOTOPYy!0 YaHmoc ocemman ais
Hee. JlocTaB U3 CYMKH PacyecKy, oHa OBICTPO MPOIJIACh IT0 BOJIOCAM — CIYTAHHBIM, HO YHUCTHIM.

Korga oHa pa3gupaia 0co6eHHO TPYAHBIN y3el1, YaHOoC MOoIIes K Hell C3afH.

— 4 mor 6b1 0Tpe3aTh Tebe 3TOT KJIOK, pa3 YK Tl IPU3HAeIlb MOY TaJlaHT K 3TOMY Jefy, —
HACMEILINBO CKa3asl OH. — TaK CKOJIBKO JKe CKAJbIIOB 51 CHSM, a? YTO-TO MaMsTh MEHS TIOTBOIMT.

KoptHu 6eicTpo 00epHynack. OH Beceio CMOTPeN Ha Hee. BEICTpo &Ke 0H n30aBUJICS OT IIJIOXOTO
HaCTpoeHus!

OHa BCIIOMHUJIa BCe, YTO rOBOpHJIa O HEM BUY€pPa BEYEPOM, U KPaCKa 3aJiiujla €€ IIEKH.
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— W ponro TH cnymman?
— JJocTaTO4YHO JOJNTO.

— Hapetocs, TH He JyMaelllb, YTO s TOBOPHUJIA 3TO BCepbe3? — IOCHeIIHOo cipocuia Koptau. —
[TpoCcTO OHVM MHTEPECOBANIUCh, €CTh JIU B TeOe MHIEHCKast KPOBb, U S PEIINIIa, YTO JIydIlle CKa3aTh [a.
4 xoTena HEMHOTO monyrath uX. OHU yTBepXKaaiu, YTO HUKOTHA He Bumenu Tebs, Tak OTKyna UM
OBbLJIO 3HATH, UTO TH COBCEM He IOXO0XK Ha MH[eHna?

— He moxox? — nykaBo cipocun YaHoC, yIUBUB €e 3TUM BOIPOCOM. — Pa3Be ThH MOBHUaIa Ha
CBOEM BEKY CTOJIbKO MHIEHIIEB, YTO CPa3y y3HAEIlb UX?

KopTau no6nenHena. OH, KOHEYHO, IPOCTO APA3HUT ee, HO OHa He HaXO[uJIia B 9TOM HHYEro
3a0aBHOTrO.

[TocTeneHHO OO HEe AOIIIO0, UTO OH TOBOPHAIJI BIIOJTHE CEPBE3HO.

— Ho B Tebe xke HET MHAEHUCKOM KPOBH, TpaBOa? — MPOIIeNTaNa OHa U TYT XKe M0XKaJejia 0 CBoeM
BOIIPOCE.

3aueM CIIpaIuBaTh O TOM, YTO M Tak oueBugHO? Ho YaHmoc mpomosyan, Tisaas Ha Hee B ymop. OT
3TOT0 B3TJIsIfA €ii cTaso He 1o cebe.

KopTtuu onyctua rinasa:

— 3abymp 0 MoeM Bompoce. Eciu TH TOTOB €XaTh... B3gB ee YKy, OH BJIOXKUII B HEE KYCOK MsICQ,
OCTABIIMUCS TIOCIIe BUEPALIHETo yKUHa:

— JT0 moMoxkeT Tebe mpofiepKaThCs I0 obefa.

— Cmacu60. Yaumoc, TH He 3Haelllb, 4To 3HauuT «bella»?

OH oueHb BHUMATENIHHO IOCMOTPEJ Ha Hee:

— JT0 MeKcuKaHel] Te0da TakK Ha3bBaiI?

— Ja.

— OTO 3HAYHUT «KpacuBas».

— A-a. — npoTtsiHyna KopTHY ¥ CHOBa BCIIRIXHYJIA OT CMYIIEHUS.

I'maBa 22

— Ecnu y Tebst eCTh YTO IIOCTUPATh, AyUllle Coesai 3To cefiyac, — cKasas YaHaoc, Korma OHU

OCTAHOBUJIMChH BEUEPOM Ha HOYJIEr. — 3aBTpa MHI OThefleM OT ApKaH3aca, U II0 KpauHel Mepe TP
[HS Ha HallleM IyTU He OyJeT BOOHL.

Ctupku y KOpTHM 0CTanoCh HE CITUIIKOM MHOTO, HO CJIeI0BaJjI0 TPOBETPUTh U MPOCYIIUTE BCIO
omexmy. YaHmoc ORICTPO YIIPABUIICS C ABYMs JIOIIaAbMU — CBOEH u Tpacka — U MOLIET K peKe
CTHpPATh CBoU Beru. C 9TUM OH TOXKEe BCKOPE MOKOHYMII, XOTsI KOPTHU TONBKO coOMpasnach MPUHATHCS
3a cTUPKY. Korma oHa ToXe Bce caesana, UX IMPUBaJl HallOMUHAJ 3agHUN OBOP roCTUHUIEL. Ha Bcex
KyCTaX, BeTKax [IepeBbeB ¥ KaMHSX BHCeJIa U Jiexkana ofexkaa.
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KopTHu moka3zanock 3ab6aBHEIM, YTO WX IUKWUM IPUBal B caMoM ceppate UHmelickou Tepputopun
BHITIAAUT Tak Mo-moMalliHeMy. Ho 3mech, Ha MONSTHKE, ¥ B CaMOM fieJie CTaJio YIOTHO, U OHa
yOUBUJIACh TOMY TEIIJIOMY YyBCTBY CIIOKOMHOU TapMOHHUHU, KOTOPOE 0XBaTUIIO ee aylry. OT4acTu 3TO
00BSICHSNIOCH TPUCYTCTBUEM YaHOoca. PsamoM ¢ HUM et Bcerfa OBIIO CIIOKOWHO U HafmexkHOo. CerogHs
Be4YEepOM OH He ylIesn Ha 0X0Ty. KOpTHU He COMHeBaach, YTO OH OCTaJICAd K3-3a Hee. YaHOoC
IIOHMMaAJI, YTO OHa OOUTCS ocTaThCsA ofgHa, U KopTHU Oblia G6/1arogapHa eMy 3a 4yTKOCTb.

YT06H! BEIPA3UTh €My 61arogapHOCTh, KopTHY ¢ ycepaueM B3siyiach 3a CTpsnHO. OHA peluia
IIPUTOTOBUTD YTO-HUOYObh BKYCHOE U3 BSIJIEHOTO MsICA M CyXHX OBOIIEH, IIPUIIPABUIIA pary CIEeIusIMY,
KOTOpBIE B3sijIa B IOPOT'Y, ¥ CIIeNHIa XKUPHEIE KilelKu. B aTom Grofe He ObI10 HU ogHOro 6oba!

IToka KopTHu rotouia, YaHmocC MoIyaekas Ha 3eMJIe C 3aKPLITHIMU TJIa3aMH, ITPHBAIUBINKCH K
cemy.

Korpma oHa Havaja 4TO-TO TUXOHBKO MYPJIBEIKAThL cebe IO HOC, TI0 TEJTY €ro MpobezKaiy TeIIke
BOJIHBI, ¥ OH, IIBITAsICh epebopoTh cebs, MIIOTHee 3aKphU ra3a. OHa Bce HaleBasa, HEBOJIBHO
pas3xkwuras ero 4yBCTBa B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[ja OH MeHbllle BCero oxkupaaj aToro. Korga meno kacanoch
Kopthu XopTc, OH, Ka3ayioCh, HAIPO4hb YTPa4YuBaJl ClIOCOOHOCTE COTIPOTUBIISTELCS.

ViHTepecHO, CKOIBKO ellle OH BBIAEPKUT ITY MBITKY KenmaHueM? [ Yanpoca 6110 BHOBE H0POTHCS
CO CBOMM €CTeCTBOM, K TOMY K€ OH HHKOTJa elle He XXeJjall KeHIIUHY CTOJIb HEUCTOBO. YaHOocC
IIOYTH He MOT JyMaTh HU 0 4eM apyroMm. KoptHu 6e3ymMHO Bo30ykKaaja ero, ¥ HeKyya OblJIO IeBaThCs
OT Hee W OT 3TOr0 HaBaXKaeHus!

Ho o He TpoHET ee. [laxke ecnu OHa IPEMJIOKUT Ce0sT, OH He BO3BMET... I, MUHYTOUYKY, IOCTAHET JIU
y Hero 61aropoacTBa oTKa3aThcs? Het, TpeGoBaTh 0T ce6s TaKO¥ KEePTBHI OH PEIIUTENTEHO He MOT.

K yemy nykaButh? OHa yXke mpepsiarana cebs, ¥ oH cTpagaj oT 9Toro. Yanmoc BOuI cebe B IOJIOBY,
YTO [IOJIKEH 3allUIIaTh ee Jaxe OT cebs caMoro, U BOT Telleph cTpafgaeT. OHa 3axurasna ero CBOUMH
CTPaCTHBIMHU B3TJISIHAMU, MATKUMHU, TIOAATIUBEIMY ry6amMu. OHa X0Tesla ero, ¥ IOHUMaHue 3TOT0
pacTpaBIaiIo eMy LyIly.

Ho 3Hama 1 oHa caMa 0 TOM, KakK HCKYyIIaeT ero? Her, OTKyIOa el 9T0 3HaTh! OH IIpuiarall BCe
YCUIINd, yTOOBI OHA HUYETO He MOHsIa, — [0 B‘{epaHIHefI HOYH. A eCqii OHa YTO-TO U I10g0o3péeBala,
TO, OYEBUOHO, HE IIPpHJaBajla 3TOMY HUKAKOI'O 3HA4YE€HNA, IIOCKOJIbKY a2Ke He IIbITallaCbh OTBECTH
T'JIa3a, B3I KOTOPEBIX OIIaJIAl €T0.

— YaHpoc, KaK ke 0 3TUM XOJIMaM MEePeroHsI0T Takue 0oybinue cTaga KopoB? OHU BEOyT UX B
00xom?

— Her, 3gech He neperoHsioT crtafga. — OH caM YOUBUJICS PE3KOCTU CBOET0 TOHA U MOCIIEIINI
CMSATYHUTh €ro:

— KopoBes Tpona 0TCIofia MUJISIX B IATUAECATH K 3amany.

— A g mymara, 4TO KpaT4aullluy IyTh OO YOUKO — KOPOBbS TPOIIA.
— OTO TakK.

— A MBI eleM OpyTruM nyTem?

— Y MeHs ecTb fieno B [lapuce, ropoake Ha ceBepo-BocToke Texaca. [I09ToMy MBI CBEpHYIIH C
IIPSMOTO IYTH. 9TO 3afePKUT HaC OHEeH Ha IATh, HO TYT YK HUYEro He Mofeaelb. I cpa3y
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HaIIPABJIAJICA Tydad X BOBCE HE 00s13aH TEePATh HEJEJII0 Ha TO, yTOOBI CHaYyasa Be3Tu Tebs B YalKO, a
IIOTOM BO3BPAIIATLCS, IIPOOEJIaB OBOMHOM IIyTh. EcThb B03pa}KeHI/IH?

9T0 OBIIO CKa3aHO TakK penimTesIbHO, 9TO KOpTHI/I He OCMeInjiaCh BO3Pa3UTh.

— Her, g He cTana OBl IPOCUTHL TE0S MEHSTH U3-3a MEeHd IJIaHb. Ellle HECKOIbKO AHEN IMyTH HUYETro
He pemat. — OHa ellle pa3 IMoMellasna pary. — YKWH rotos, YaHgoc.

OHH ycenuch y KOCTpa ¥ CTamu ecTh. KOpTHH, pamysich, 4To mpoBemeT ¢ YaHIocoM 6OJIble BpeMeHH,
yeM Tpefrosaraia, 3JIU/Iach Ha HETO 3a TO, YTO OH YTAulI OT Hee CBOM miaHel. OHa YKpagKoH
rocMaTpuBaia Ha YaHgoca, HO OH MEePeXBATUI ee B3TJsAA. CMyTHUBIIKCE, OHA TOPOIUIMBO [JO€JIa pary
¥ mo6ezkaJia MPOBEPSTh, BEICOXTIA JIU €€ OfeXKa.

Koe-4To 1momcoxsio, ¥ OHa yzKe MOTJIa IIepeofeThCs B CBOM Belu. CIIyCTUBIIKUCH K PEKe, OHa CTSHYA C
cebs Oproky, pyOaIlKy u, MOANaBIINCh, MTHOBEHHOMY IIOPHIBY, OKYHYJIAch B Bogy. COJIHIIE 3alIllo,
Yanpoc elfe yKkuHa. Termepb HECKOJIBKO OHEW OHU ITPOBEAYT BOANIK OT PEKH, M el 04eHb XOTEJI0Ch
MCKYIaThCS HAIMOCIIEIOK.

Bopma mepiiana nyHHBIM cBeTOM. KOpTHM BCTala Ha MHO B TEHU HABUCIIETO HAJ PEKOH epeBa, u
BOKDPYT Hee 3a0ypiuiia Boma. 3alpeTHOE YIOBOIBCTBHE TOCTABIISIIO el 0CO0YI0 PagoCTk.

HaxkoHelr oHa HEOXOTHO BBIJIe3/Ia U3 BOIHL. BrITepeThcs OblIo HeueM — KOopTHU He B3siyia ¢ coOoi
noJioTeHna. [Ipunimock Koe-Kak 06tepeTbea pykamu. O 'ocriogu, He Tak Jid OHa X0TeJla 00TepeTh
cnuHy YaHgoca? «He mymait 06 aToM, KopTau!» BricTpo ofeBuInch, 0OHa MoMIjia K IPUBay.

Kee YOUBIIEHUIO. Yaumoc yxKe l'IpI/I6paH ImocJjie YKKnHa, paCKaTall CBOX IMOXOOHYIO IIOCTEJIb U YXKe
HOJIGpOCI/ITI XBOPOCTa B OI'OHb. KOpTHI/I B30XHYIJIA. [Tocne 6011p${1.ue1"0 KyllaHUA eyl COBCEM He
XO0TEeJIOCh CraTh, a YaHgoc YZKe roOTOBHUJIICA KO CHY.

[Tpu ee MOSIBIEHUY OH BCTa M OBLICTPO OKMHYJ B3TJISIOOM ee 3eJIeHOe IIeIKOBOoe IiaThe. KopTHu
BOPYT TIOHSJIA, YTO IIeJIK MeCTaMy IIPUIKI K ee MOKPOMY TeJly U BOJIOCHI TOXKe HaMOKJIM, XOTb OHA U
cobpasa ux HaBepxX. OH, KOHEYHO, OHSLT, YTO KOpTHM KyIanach, ¥, BCIOMHHMB O TOM, KaK CTOs/Ia
oOHaXXKeHHAs B BOMle, IEBYIIIKA BHE3AITHO CMYTHIACh.

— 3Ha# s, YTO MHE He IIPUAeTCs MBITh IIOCYAY, — Hadaja OHa, — He cTaja Okl Tak cremuTs. — O,
[I04YeMy 9TO IIPO3ByYasio TaK yKacHO? — { TOIBKO XOTesa CKa3aTk... a, He BaxHO! BoT, BO3pMu. —
Koptuu npotsauryna Yangocy ero pybamky. — U etie pa3 cnacu6o.

OHa oTBepHYJachk, HO YaHIOC BOPYT YXBaTHUII €€ 3a 3allsiCThe.
— B cnepyromuit pa3 npegynpexnan, Kyga Thl yXOOullb. Te0s MOXKeT YKYCUTh pedHasi 3Mesi, VIapUTh
IIBIBYIIlee OpPEeBHO U YHECTH 110 TeUeHHUI0, TeOS MOTYT IIOXUTUThL UHAEHUIII, UJTA CITYYUTCS ellle YTo-

HUOYOb TIOXyXKe.

— A 49T0 XKe XyXKe UH[IeNIeB? — 0eCleyHo CIIPOCHTIa OHa, IIOCKOJIbKY BCE 3TO IIPOCTO HE IMIPHUXOANIIO
eyl B TOJIOBY.

— DBriBaeT u xyxe.
— Ho THI Xe Heflanieko, — BO3pa3uiia OHA, — THI YCIIBIIIaI OBl MOU KPUKHU O IIOMOIITH.

— Ecnu Ovl TH ycrena KpUukHYTh. He Bcerma eCcTh Takast BOSMOXKHOCTb.
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— Ecnu THI mpepgiaraernb MHe 00JIbIlle He KyIaThCH. ..

— Her, s aTOT0 He mpemararo.

OHa OoKpyT/uia Ila3a, HOTalaBIIKNCh, HAa YTO OH HaMeKall.
— Ecnu TH X0Yels, 4TOOLL... YTOOHI. ..

— YepT, HeT! — PSABKHYJI OH, CMYILIEHHHIH foragkoi KoptHu. — MHe coBceM He 00513aTelbHO Ha Te0s
CMOTpPETh. 4 MPOCTO MOKeH OBITh MOOMM30CTH, YTOOR! 3aIUTUTL TeOs1. — OH MOHSII, YTO
3amyrasncs. — JlagHo, 3a6ynb, — 060pBaJl OH.

— 3a0nITh YT0? UTO MHE HaAZO MIpeaynpexaaTh Tebs, Kyna ...
— 3a0ynp po KymaHue, mpocTo 3abyab 1 Bce!

— Yanpoc!

— JlamaM He 00513aTeIbHO KYTaThCs Ha KOPOBLEN TPOIIE.

— THI IPEKPACHO 3HAEIb, YTO 3TO HE NOBOA! — BOCKJIMKHY/IAa OHA. — §1 Ke He CHUMAIO C ce0si BCIo
omexny. CeromHs ma, CHSJIA, HO A1...

Iamnblille OHa He MOTJIa MPofonXKaTh. KapTrHa, KOTOpast BOHUKIIA ITPYU 3THUX CJII0BaxX B BOOOPaxKeHUHU
YaHpoca, cpa3uia ero HamoBail. ['71yxo 3acToHaB, OH cxBaTujl KOpTHY, faB HaKOHEI] BOJII0 CBOEH
HEHCTOBOM CTPACTH.

C nepBBIM IPUKOCHOBEHUEM ero I'yd KopTHM 0XBaTHJIO BOJIHEHME: OHO IIOTPSICIIO €€ A0 CaMbIX IIyOuH
M OTHSJIO CUJIHL. [I04yBCTBOBAB, UTO HOTM He IepXkKarT ee, OHA KPelKo Blenunack B YaHmoca, 00BUB
€ro IIel0 PyKaMHu.

OpmHoM PyKOM OH CUIbHO puxkuMain KopTHu K cebe, Tak YTO ee TPYAU PACIUIIOIIMBAIUCE O €T0 TOPC,
a BTOPOU MOAAEePKUBaJI 3aThIIOK JEeBYLIKY, U OHA HUKAK He MOTJIa YBEPHYTHCS OT €r0 HaCTOMYUBBIX
ry0. BBlIo YTO-TO 04eHb OUKOe B 3TOM moleye. OH 10-3BePUHOMY SIPOCTHO MSIJI ee TYOHl, 3aCTaBIsAsA
UX PACKPBIThCS, ¥, KaK TOIBKO MOOUIICS CBOETO, TYT XKe IIPOHUK B €€ POT CBOUM T'OPSTUUM S3BIKOM.

HeBepHO UCTONKOBaB 3T0, KOPTHY peluia, YTO OH ONAThH XOUeT IPUYUHUTD el 601b, U UCIIyTraacs.
Osna nomnsiTanach BEIPBAThCS, HO OH He BBEIIYCTUII ee. KOPTHU OTTOJIKHYJIA €ro, HO OH JIUIIbL CUJIbHEE
npuxan , ee K cebe. OHa BEIBOpauuBasach U U3BUBalach — Bce OeCIIONe3HO.

YaHmoc cMyTHO co3HaBas, uTo KopTau 6opeTcst ¢ HuM. OH 3HaJj, 4TO OUTBY C COO0H y2Ke MPOUTpar,
HO ellle He MTOHSJI, YTO CHJIa ero JXXeJlaHus MOXKeT HamyraTh ee. Mexny TeM KopTHE IIpofmoKaja
BBIPBIBATHCSI, ¥ BCKOPE 3TO OTPE3BUIIO €TO0.

OH oTopBaJCcs OT ee ry0, ¥ OHA HAKOHEI] TJIOTHYJIa Bo3ayxa. Korga ol ocimabui o6bsaTusi, KopTHu
CJIerKa OTCTPaHUIacCh OT HETO.

— OTO 4YTO, OYEepPEeOHOU YPOK? — CIIPOCHUJIa OHA, TAKEJIO AbILIa.
— Her.
— Ho 181 oniaTh coemnan MHe 601pHO! YaH0C OXJIONAN ee 1o LleKe:

— BoT 3TOr0 5 COBCEM He XOTeJ, KOTEHOK. Temepb OH OB 0YEHb HEKEH — COBCEM OPYTOH T'0JIoC,
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B3TJISIMI, ¥ 9TA €T0 pyKa y Hee Ha nuile... Ho KopTHu He mo3Bomuia cebe pacciabuThCs, BCe ele
00sICh ero.

— Ilouyemy THI Hamasn Ha MeHs, YaHOOC? DTU CIIOBa 3adeflu €ro.

— Hanan?

— A KaK OHI THl 3TO Ha3Bas?

— [ItypmoBan 6appukambl? — KPUBO YCMEXHYJICS OH.

— Kak TeI cMeelllb CMesATbCS! — BCKpUYasa OHa. — Thl Fafikuil, OTBPATUTE/IbHBIN ... HU...

— [I-m-m1, Komayby ['ma3ku. Cryiiai MeHs BHUMaTebHO. IIpocTH, ecnu s Hamyrasn Tebs. Ho korga
MyKYMHA X04eT XKEHIIUHY TaK CUJIbHO, KakK s, He TaK IIPOCTO CAepkKaThCs, IOHUMaeIlb?

[punst B cebs mocie mepBOro 3aMemaTenbCTBa, KOpTHY yIUBIEHHO CIIPOCHTIA:
— THI... TH XOUEIlb MEHS?

— A THI ellle COMHEBAeIIbCS? — JIaCKOBO CITPOCHII OH.

KopTHU omycTHIa T71a3a, YTOOH OH He 3aMeTHIT €€ PAOCTH U CMYIIeHHUS.

— Ho paHbI1le TH HE XOTEJI MEHSI, — TUXO0 IIPOr0BOpHUIia OHa. — He urpaii co MHO#M, YaHgoc.
Hymaelb, 1 He ToHUMa0? Tebe IPOCTO... HyXKHa KeHIIKMHA, a 1 3[leCh — eJUHCTBEeHHas KeHIIHA.

YaH0C IPUIOHSII ee TIoA00POI0K, 3aCTaBUB IIOCMOTPETh cebe B I1a3a.

— BoT, 3Ha4MT, K Y4eMy IPUBEITH MOHU TJIyIIble TePOMYECKHe YCUIHUS MPOTUBOCTOSITh Tebe? — OH C
mocamoy B3MOXHYI. — [loiimMu: s Xo04y Te€0S C TOTO CaMOr0 MOMEHTA, KaK THI BOIIJIa B TOT Mara3uH B
Poknu. Heyxkenu TEI AyMaellb, YTO 5 cTal OB TEPSTH BPEMS Ha 3TOT0 uguoTa [kuMa Yopaa, eciu
OBl HE THI?

— Her... He roBOpPH Tax.

— 3Haellb, a BefIb 5 YyTh He YOUI TBOETO ApYyKKa Puma 3a To, UTO TH IIO3BOJIKJIA €MY IIOIEJIOBATh
cebs.

— YaHpgoc, noXanyucra...

OH mpuTsAHYNI ee O61IUXKe, Ha 9TOT Pa3 OYEeHb HeXKHO. KOPTHU COMPOTHUBIISIACh, HO yKe He TaK
sIpocTHO, 1 YaHaoc He oOpalrai Ha 3TO BHUMAaHMUS.

— f He MOr'y CIIpaBUTHCSA CO CBOUMU YYBCTBaMHM, Kak, BlipoueM, U Thl, Komaury ['nasku. 4 crapancsa
oThenaThCcs oT Tebs, 3a0kITh, HO He CMOT. f1 fiean Bce, 4TOOH He IMpuKacaThcsd K Tebe. Ho y MeHs
Ooblilie HET CUI OOPOTHCS C 3TUM, 0OCOOEHHO ceildac, Koraa s 3Halo, YTO Thl TOXKE XOUelllb MEeHS.

— Her, s...

OH He TI0O3BOJIUJI €1 BO3Pa3uTh, OIIPOBEPTHYB BCe I0BOAL KOpTHU ellle omHUM TolienyeM. Ho HuKaKue
TIOLIENTYU He OKPHIIS/IM €€ TaK, KakK ero npu3HaHue. 3HAYUT, OH X0Tel ee — Bcerga xoten! O Boxe,
9TO TaK BOJIHOBAJIO ee!
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KopTHu pacrasna B 00baTusIX YaHmoca, caMo3a0BeHHO 0TBeYas Ha ero moienyu. HakoHel-To
COBIBA/IMCH €€ CaMble 3aBETHHIE MEUTHI, B el XOTeJIOCh, YTOOH YIIOEHHIO CYaCTheM He OBITI0 KOHIIA.
YaH0C, Ka3aioCh, MTOHSI 3TO U OCHIIIAI ee T'PafioM IIOIEeTyeB.

OHa He IyMala 0 TOM, YTO IOCTIEAyeT 3a 9TUM, aXe TOrfa, Korga YaHIoC MOHeC ee K CBOeH MOCTeNn
¥ OCTOPOKHO YJIOKUJT Ha Hee.

[Touenyu ero CTaHOBUIIUCH BCe Gojee CTPACTHLHIMY, OH Hadasl pa3feBaTh ee. KOpTHYU momeITanach
OCTAHOBUTB €T0, HO OH OTBEeJI ee PYKHU U MPOBeJ r'y0aMu BOOMb ee Iner. ['ocromau, 3To ObII0 Tak
BOCXUTUTEJILHO!

Hamo Ha 4YTO-TO pPemuThCs, CKa3ana oHa cebe. OH, HaBePHOEe, PACCEPOUTCS, €CITH OHa ITO3BOIUT eMy
3aiTH [aJIeKo, a [IOTOM OCTaHOBUT. Y CMOXKeT /I OHAa OCTAHOBUTH €ro?

Crpax 3aleBenuics rue-To BHyTpu, 1 KopTHu mpo6opMoTara:
— YaHpoc, ... 4 He...

— Momnuu, KOTeHOK, — TJIyXO0 IIPOIIeNTaa OH. — Teleph 9TO BEIIIIe MO€H BOIM — S TOJIKEeH
IpUKacaThCs K Tebe. BOT Tak... ¥ Taxk.

Ero pyka cTsHyna ¢ Hee I1aThe, HalllJla CHayvasa OfHY I'PYAb, IOTOM APYryt0. CKBO3b TOHKYIO
COPOYKY OHa Ollylasa XkKap ero JafoHel. A Korfa HaclaxaeHue CTajlo HeCTEPIIUMEIM, OH IIPUHSAJICS
IIOKYCHIBATh €1 yXO.

ITOT SIPOCTHBIM HAIIOP CTPACTX Melllajl el gyMaTh, OTHUMaJ Boj. CTIHYB C Hee COpOUYKy, YaHOoc
IIPUJABUII €€, Pa3feTylo [0 [10sCa, CBOMM TEJIOM.

Ou no¥tMan rybamu ee rpyab, 1 KopTHH, 00BsiTas OrHeM, YXBaTHIa €T0 TOJI0BY, 3allyCTUB IAJbIIL B
ero Bojockl. OHa 3aCTOHAIA, KOTfIa ero S3bIK MPUHSIJICS UT'PATh C €6 COCKOM, TO CJIerKa 3afieBas ero,
TO 006x0ms 1o Kpyry. OHa yclbllliana, KaK 3aCToHasl ¥ YaHoc.

KopTHM HUKOT[Ia ¥ He MOA03peBaja 0 TaKuX BOMIIEOHHIX OIIYIIeHUSX, HO YaHOoCy He TepIesoch
TIOOAPUTh € LeJIbI MU HacllaXKOeHUH.

Kak oH pa3Bs3al ee HUXKHIOW 100Ky, KOpTHU flaxke He II0OUyBCTBOBaJla, HO KOTHa pyKa ero
CKOJIb3HYJIa HUKE, MBI €€ KUBOTA HAMIPATIIUCE. DTH JTACKAIOIIHE TIaJIbIIH CIIYCKAINCh BCe HUKE
U HUXKe, ¥ TYT OHA MOHsJIa, KaK [aJeKo OHHU 3alllIN. YOACTCsS JIX e 0CTaHOBUTH ero? KopTHu
BIIETIMJIACh B €T0 PYKY, HO 9TO He OBIJI0 HACTOSIIUM COIIPOTUBIIEHUEM.

Ero manen nmorpy3uncs B Hee, ¥ OHa 3aKpuUyara:
— HerT!

Ero ryOnl TpOBOPHO 3aKPhUIM €l POT, HO Tasblia OH He yOpas. OHa KpUKHYJIa TOIbKO KU3-3a TOT0, YTO
3TOT IaJiel] TPOHUK B HEe, a BOBCE He OT TOT'0 YYBCTBA, KOTOPOE 3TO B HEH BHI3BAJIO, KOHEYHO XK€, He
0T 9TOr0. BypHBIH B3PBIB CTPACTH IOTPSIC OO OCHOBAHUS BCE €€ CYIIeCTBO, OHa M3BUBAIACh U
cogporajach, He B CUjlaX COPOTUBIISTLECA 3TOMY HaBaXOEHUIO.

Korga oHa HaKOHeI YCIIOKOUIACh, a ee MaJbIlhl Y2Ke He LeIISIUCh 3a ero PyKy, a MeJIeHHO
IBUTAIUCh BBEPX, YTOOH OOHSATE ero 3a Irelo, Yaugoc mocMoTtpesn Ha Koptuu. OToHb ero rias
3aBOpaxuBal ee, u KOpTHU MOHSIIA, YETO eMy CTOMIIO TaK HOJTr0 00y3[bIBATh CTPACTh. ITO OTKPHITHE
IIOTPSICIIO ee.
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OH He OTPEIBAsACh CMOTPEII Ha Hee, TOTrJa KaK PYKa €ro JiaCKajla TBEPAYIO HIKIIIEYKY Ha BEPIINHE €€
JIOHA.

KopTHHU, 3aq0XHYBIIXCH, BCIILIXHYJIA OT CMYILEHUS: OH CMOTpPEeJ Ha Hee!
— He Hapo...

— [I-1-111, KOTEHOK, — ILIEMHYJ OH. — [IpeficTaBb, YTO s BHYTPH TeO0s. Thl yBIaXKHUIIACh, YTOOH
IPUHSTL MeHsI. [JoOHMMAaeIlb JIX ThI, YTO 3TO 3HAYMUT OJIST MEHS?

OH 11en0Ban u liej0Bal ee, a I0TOM B3rJIAHYII Ha KOpTHI/I IIOMYTHEBUIMMHU TI'JIa3aMHU.

— [To3Bosb MHe N00UTE Te0S, KOTEHOK. [lail MHE YCIIbIIIATh, KaK Thl 3aCTOHEIh, Korfa 51 0yny B Tebe
— 111y00KO.

OH He fan ey OTBETUTH, OISAThH 3aKPHIB €M POT IOIleIyeM, a IIOTOM IIPUIIOAHSIICS, U B Ty XK€ CEeKyHAY
OCTaBIIASICS Ha HEW OfleK[Ia MMoJIeTesia B CTOPOHY.

— He 3akpbIBaiicsi, — cKa3aj OH, KOTHa OHa IOIbITalach MPUKPHITh HATOTy, U HEXKHO T00aBHUII:
— Trl KpacuBee BCEX XKEHIIUH, KOTOPHIX 5 BUAen. He mps4b OT MeHsI CBOIO KPacCoTy.

KopTHu, nipeBo3moras CMyllleHNe, IOCIyllalachk — OH Tak Impocuii! Bctas psgoM ¢ Hell Ha KOJIEHH,
OH CTSIHYZ PyOalllKy, U, YBUAEB ero 00HaKeHHOE TeJlo, OHa 3a0kljia IIpo CBOM CTHIA.

U TyT OH OIIATH IOpPA3uUI ee:
— IloTporaii MeHs, KOTeHOK. TBOHY rjla3a MHOTO pa3 TOBOPUJIM MHE, YTO ThI XOYeIllb 3TO CHENaTh.
— He nipaBpa! — BBIIOXHYJIa OHA.

— BpyHuIka, — 1aCK0BO IPOroBOpuiI oH. Ceifyac ObII0 HE CaMOe MOAXOASIEee BpeMs [Jisi CIIOPOB, U
KopTHU MoyT9a CMOTpesIa, KaK OH PaccTeruBasl 6PIOKY. YBUIEB €T0 HAaruM, OHA OHEMEJA: O HeT, OHa
He CMOXKEeT IPUHSATH €ro B cebs!

CTpax BepHYJCs, HO TO OB CJITAOCTHEIM CTPaX BOCTOPKEHHOT'0 BO30YKIEHUS.

YaHpmoc 3Hal, 4To oHa 6ouTcsi. COpocuB ¢ ceOst omexkay, OH Pa3NBUHYI €f HOTM U HAKPHIT ee
MOIITHEIM TEJIOM, IaB el II0YYBCTBOBATh CBOE MYXKCKOe eCcTeCTBo. CO CTOHOM OH IIPHIIA K ee rybaM u
TIOTPY3UJICS B HEe, BOOpaB KpUK ee GOJIM CBOMM PTOM, & COOPOTAHUS €€ Tejla — CBOMM TEJIOM.

OH mpOoHUK B Hee I'IyO0Ko, TOTHOCTEIO, HO 6onu Gonbie He Ob10. KOPpTHYU 3a6b11ach OT €ro
BOJTHYIOILIHX ITOIIeNTyeB, OTBeYasl Ha APa3HSIIUe JTaCKU ero S3biKa, TPelella OT TOU HEeXKHOCTH, C
KOTOPO¥ OH 06XBATHII JIa[IOHSMH €€ JIUI0 ¥ e[JBa Kacajcs TPYAbIO ee rpyaex.

Ionroe BpeMst IBUTAIKCh IUIIb I'yOR ¥ PyKH YaHIoCa, a KOrfia HaKOHeIl 3a[BUTaIuCh ero 0enpa,
KopTHu He coepkaina CTOHA pa304apoBaHus: i 6e3yMHO HPABUIIOCh OINYIIATh €TI0 BHYTPHU Ce0s, U,
TIOYYBCTBOBAB [BUXKEHNE, OHA PEIINIa, YTO BCE 3aKOHUYMIIOCh. He BCKOpe OHa MOHsIIa, YTO ourubach
U BCe, HAIIPOTHB, TOJIbKO HauuHaeTcss. OH OCTOPOKHO [ABUTAJICS BBEPX U BHU3, ¥ OHA 3aCTOHAJA OT
MY4YHUTEIbHOTO HaCTaXkKOeHUs.

— O {a, KOTeHOK, rpoMye! — BOCKIIUKHYII OH.

KopTHu 3acToHana rpoMye, HE B CUJIaX CAePXKaTh ce0s, KPermKo 00XBaTHUB €T0 pyKaMu U
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IIPUIIOJHKWMAsA Genpa HaBCTPEYY eMy. Ona IogHMMaJsa uX BHIIIE U BHIIIIE, I0KA HE B30pBaIacChk OT
9KCTa3a, U UMs €ro COPBaJIOChk C ee YCT.

Ona He Befasna, YTO B 3TOT MOMEHT OH CMOTPEJI Ha Hee, YIINBasACh €€ CTPACThIO, 100 TOJILKO ceiyac
o6pen BJIaCTh HaA CBOUM XKeJIaHKMEeM, KOTOPO€e TaK JOJITO TeP3aJlo €ro.

['maBa 23

Bech cnemytouruii neHb KopTHY neTala Ha KPBIIbAX TI00BU, He 3aMedasi HU CTPAIIHOM XkKaphl, HA
MOKYUJIUBBIX HACEKOMBIX, HI MOHOTOHHOCTHU €3[IHl.

OmHaKo MPOIIUIO [IBa [HS, ¥ OHA y2Ke YCOMHMIIACh B CBOMX YYBCTBAX. A 4epe3 TPH [OHS OHa MOHSA,
4yTO oInOIack. Pa3Be MOXKHO IMOMIOOUTH TAKOI'0 HECHOCHOTO UesioBeKa, Kak Yaumoc? OHa XoTesa ero
u mpes3upasa cebs 3a 9T0, HO Mo0uTh? Her!

KoprHu BRIBO#UIO U3 ce0s, YTO K HEMY BepHYJIach 0ObIUHAs 3arafouHas 0eccTpacTHOCTh. OH
OBJIafiell €10, I0Ka3asl el BepIIuHE 01aXKeHCTBa, a Telepb oOpallaeTcs ¢ Hel BCe C TeM Xe
XOJIOOHBIM paBHOAyIIXeM! OTO Cpas3uio ee.

3HAYUT, OH IPOCTO UCIIONTB30BAJ ee. Bce, YTO OH TOBOPHII €d B Ty HOYb, OBIIO JT0KBI0. OH
YIOOBJIETBOPHII CBOIO TIOXOTh ¥ TeTepb OOJIbIle He HYXKAaJCs B HEH.

BeuepoM Ha cempMoi IeHb MMyTH OHM, KaK ¥ TOBOPUIT YaHmocC, meperid BOPOy elle OgHYy PeKy.
KopTHu pemmiia TalkKOM OT HETO UCKYIIAThCS IOCTIe VKUHA. [171ecKasich B peKe, OHA MCIBITHIBAJIA
0co60e yoOoBOJIbCTBYE, TIOCKOJIbKY HapyIIuia ero 3amnper.

Ho, yxe BrlZIe3asi U3 BOOBI B IPUIUIIIIEM K TejTy Oeibe ¥ C MOKPBIMHU Bojocamu, KopTHu
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO OHA He ofgHa. Cep[lle ee BOAPYT yIano, HO OHA yBUAeNa ero: 9To 6wt YaHaoc.
Opnako TpeBora He mpoxonuna. OH CHen Ha KOPTOYKAaxX B TeHHU fepeBa ¥ HAOI0oaln 3a Hell — JaBHO
JI4, OHa He 3HaJa.

[TogHSBIINCE, OH HAIIPABUJICS K HEMH.
— Wnu xo mHe. Komtaubu ['mazku!

BoT yxe Tpu OHS OH He Ha3bIBajl €e TaK U He TOBOpuJ ¢ KOpTHU TakuM riyxum ronocom. OH 1o-
Ipe;KHeMY Ha3hIBaJl ee «JIefii», KOTMa pa3roBapuBal C Hew.

Ho3ppu KopTHU 3aTpeneTtany, a B Ijla3aX BCIBIXHYJIA CEPOUTHIE OTOHbKU.
— WUpu K uepTy! — KpUKHYJa OHa. — {1 He m03BOJII0 Tebe OMSAThH MOMOIb30BAThCSI MHOM!

Ou warHyn K Hel, 1 KopTHY oTcTynuia B Bony. OHa noita Obl ¥ faibllle, HO OH OCTaHOBUJICS.
KopTHU C BEI30BOM CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, BCeM CBOMM BUIIOM BhIpaxas HeromoBaHue. YaHpoc,
BLIPYTaBIIUCh Ha HETIOHATHOM e sI3bIKe, OTBEPHYJICA U IIOLIelI K IIPUBaLY.

KopTHE TOopKecTBOBasa. Y Hee XBaTHIIO MyXKeCTBa YCTOSTh, U OHA TOPAUIACH COOOM.

OHa pemuia II0Ka He BEIXOOUTH U3 BOBI, XOTS y2Ke HayKMHalla JpoxKaTh OT Xxojiofa. Het, oHa He
6osiach BCTPETUTHCS ¢ HaHAOCOM, HO el XOTeJIOCh TTO0KAaTh, II0Ka OH OCTHIHET. [ToaToMy,
YCIIBIIIAB BEICTPEJI CO CTOPOHHI IIPMBAaJia, OHAa He ABUHYyIAach ¢ Mecta. Hy fia, Tak oHa u mobexana!
[TycTs He cuuTaeT ee aypoi! OHa OTIMYHO IOHUMAET, YTO ECJIH YK OH MPUOET K TAKOU YJIOBKE,
3HAYUT, ellle He OCTHIJL.
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MunyT 4yepes mecsaTh KopTHY 3abecnokoniack. A BOPYT OHa omubjIachk U 3TO BOBCE HE yIOBKA?
MoxkeT, OH CTpeJsi B KAaKOT0-TO JUKOTO 3BepsA? A 4YTO, €CJIU KTO-TO CTPEJIAI B Hero U... Ya"pgoc
MepTB!

KopTHuU BBICKOYMIIa U3 BOAHL, OBLICTPO Ilepeofiesiachk B cyxoe Oerbe, Hallelnia [10jIocaTyio 100Ky 1
Oemnyto menkoByo 011y3Ky. OcTalbHbIE BEIllM OHA IIOHEC/a B pyKaX, Kak U Callor'y, elle MOKpHIEe II0CTe
nepenpassl. Monsg Bora, 9To0b He HACTYNIUTE Ha YTO-HUOYIb TPECMHBIKAIOIIEECs UK SIOBUTOE, OHA
nobexarsa K IIpruBaly.

YBupmeB cBeT oT KocTpa, KopTHu cOaBuia TEMN U BCe-Taky YyTh He HACTYIINUIa Ha 3MeI0, JIeXKaBIIYI0
Ha fgopore. JTo Oblla AMUHHAA KeJITOBaTO-KpacHas 3Mes, CMepTenbHO AnoBuTas. OHa oKas3anach
MepTBOi, HO KopTHM 3aKpuyana.

— YT0? — pe3Ko 0To3Basict YaHAOC, ¥ OHA TOYYBCTBOBAJIa HEBEPOSITHOE 06JIerYeHHe.

[TomGezkaB K KOCTPY, OHa yBupena ero. Crnasa bory, oH xkuB u ogut! OH cufen y orug u... Tyt
KopTHU oCcTaHOBHUIIACh U CMEPTENLHO Mo0seHesna. Camnor OB CHSIT C OOHOM er0o HOTH, IITaHWHA
pacropoTa g0 KOJieHa, [0 THIJIbHOW CTOPOHE TOJIeHH TeKjla KPOBb, KOTOPYIO OH BhIaBIMBal
IajbllaMu U3 pa3pesa. Ero ykycumna 3mes!

— IToueMy THI He TT03BaJl MEHS? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, 3a[IOXHYBIIKCH OT y2Kaca: OH CaM ITBITaJICs
IIoMovub cebe!

— TBI CIMIIKOM [IONTO ILIJIa CIOfa Imociie BricTpena. [Tlo6exkasa OBl THI, eCu OBl S TT03Bas?
— Ecmu O8I TH CKa3all, YTO CITyYUIIOCh, KOHEYHO!
— W 1B MHe mOBepuia ObI?

OH 3Has, 3Haj, 0 yeM OHa gyMmasa! Kak ke 0H MOTr Tak CIOKOMHO cufeTh? Ho HET — OH He JomKeH
OBUTAThLCS, MHaYe 57 Cpa3y PacIpOCTPAHUTCA 110 BCEMY TeIy.

Bbpocus Bemu, KopTHU MeTHYyJIach BIlepe[, CXBaTula IIOXOAHYI0 IT0CTeNb YaHoca U packaTasa ee
psigom ¢ HuM. Cepaile ee OelIeH0 KOTOTUIOCE.

— JloxKuch Ha XKUBOT!

— He yuu MeH4d, 4TO fmenaTsh, XKeHIuHa! Ero ToH HenpusATHO ropa3uil KopTHYU, HO, IIOHSB, YTO €My,
HaBepHOe, OueHb 00JIbHO, OHA He o0uaesnack. bombias YacTh €ro UKPH CTaja 6arpoBo-QroIeToBOM.
OH Tyro nepeTsHYJ peMHEM HOTY Ha HECKOJIBKO [JIOVMOB BHIIIE MeCTa yKyca B CepefquHe UKpHL. Bcero
Ha JIOUM-OPYroi HUXKe — U 3Med yKycuia 0wl ero B canor. Kakoe 4ynoBuIliHOe HeBe3eHUe!

— TwI oTCocan aa?
YaHpmoc MeTHYJ Ha Hee OBICTpPHIi B3TJIAA. Ero riasa ceitdac 6rectenu 00sbie 00BYHOTO.

— IlocMoTpu nonyuie, xkeHiyHa! Heyxkenu Tel gymMaelb, 4TO S MOTY HOTSHYThCA TyAa pTOM?
KopTHu pacTepsnacs:

— 3HAuUT, TH OaxXke He... Te DoKeH OvlI 103BaTh MeHd! To, 4TO THI Hejlaelllb ceiyac, — caMoe
IIocnenHee CPeacTBo!

— A TB1 06 3TOM BCe 3Ha€llb, la? — OrphI3HyJICcs YaHmoc.
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— Jla! — Bckpuuana KoptHu. — 4 Bupesa, KakK OTell JIe4ns YKylIeHHbIX 3MessMu. OH Bpay u... TH
elre He 0cyabisiy peMeHb? OTO HAJo AenaTh IPUMEPHO Kaxawle necaTh MuHyT. O YaHpmoc, papu
Bora, noxucs! Hy noxamnyucra! [laii 1 0TCOCY 5A, II0OKa ellfe He TI03AHO!

Yaumoc YCTaBHUJICA Ha Hee OOJITUM B3TJIAO0M. OHa mo4TH He COMHEBAJIACh, YTO OH OTKaxeTcs. Ho
HEeT, I102KaB I1JIe4YaMH, OH JIeT Ha IIOCTEJIb.

— 4 coenan XOpOHII/IfI pa3pe3, — CKa3all OH cnaberoluM rojIocoM. — f BHUIeN, 4To Aenan. Bor
TOJIBKO PTOM MHE TyIa OBITIO HUKAK He OOTAHYTBCA.

— Tl yyBCTBYelb YTO-HUOYAb, KpoMe 6onu? Crnabocts? TommHoTy? Co 3peHueM BCe B IOPSIOKe?
— ThI, KaXKeTcs, TOBOpPHUa, YTO BpauoM OBIT TBOM OTeIl?

Y KopTHE HEMHOT'0 OTJIETJIO OT CepAlia: eCIu OH IOALIy4YMBaeT HaJ Hel, 3Ha4YUT, BCe He TaK yXK
IJI0XO!

— 41 He mpocTO TakK crpaiuBaip Tebs, YaHmoc. MHe Hago 3HATh, IOTMAJN JIX ST B KPOBE.
— Kpowme ykyca, MeHsI HU4ero He 0€CIIOKOUT, JIEiU, — CO B3JOXOM CKa3all OH.
— Hy napgHo, 9T0 yKe Koe-4T0. Beap IpoIIio MHOTO BpeMeHHU.

Omnako KopTHU cOMHEBasnach B €r0 MpaBOUBOCTH. Pa3Be Takoy 4eJI0BEK, KaK OH, IPU3HAETCS B TOM,
YTO YYBCTBYET CJIabOCTh?

YCTpPOUBIIKCE PAIOM C €T0 HOTOM, OHa B3sd71ach 3a meno. KOpTHH He UCIIBITEIBania HUKAKOro
OTBpAIlleHHs, HO OCTPO CO3HaBajla He00XOAUMOCTh TOMOYb eMy. Ee myraso, 4To yIyleHo BpeMsi.

YaHMoc y1exkal THXO0, TOJIbKO OJUH pa3 CKasaJl, YTOOH OHa yOpasa PyKy C ero «4epTOBOM HOTH .
KopTHY TIpofoKaia CBOe [Iefl0o: 0TCackiBalla ¥ CIIJIeBEIBajla, OTCACHIBAJA U CIIIEBHIBAJIA, HO,
YCIIBIIIAB €T0 MPOoChOY, TYCTO TIOKpAaCHeNa U CTapaiach 00Iblle He KacaThCs ero HOTH TaK BEICOKO.
OHa pemuia IOBPEMEHHUTh C HeromoBaHueM. [IomyMaTh TOIBKO, OH He MOXKeT 00y3aaTh CBOIO IIOXOTh
maxe ceyac, Korma emy 60IbHO!

Llenblit 4ac OHa TPYHZUIACh HAf HUM, TI0OKA HAKOHEI] He ITOYYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO 0OJIbIe He MOXKeT. ['yOu!
ee OHEMeJIH, IIeKU HBIIU OT HalpsKeHus. MecTo yKyca yKe He KPOBOTOUMIIO, HO CHJIBHO PaCIIyXJIo U
IIOKpacHes0. Xopoiio O6bl HaJT0XKUTh Ha PaHKY KaKoe-HUOYOb BHITSATHBAOIIEEe CPENCTBO, IIOAyMaa
KoptHu. 3Hall oHa TeKapCTBeHHbIe PaCTeHUsI, HaBepHsIKa Halllyla Obl Ha 6epery peKu Uiy B JIeCy 4To-
HUOYOb [ CHSATUS OMYXOJIU M BRITATHBAaHUS sgua. Ho KopTHu 9TOr0 He 3Hana.

Ona cmounia TPANKY X0JIOOHOM PeYHOU BONOM U NMPUIOXKUJIA ee K paHKe. Kaxrle fecaTh MUHYT OHa
ocnabrisgna peMeHb, a Yepe3 MUHYTY ONSATh 3aTATHUBAjIA €ro.

Ona paborasa He NOK/Iafas PyK, a Korfa HakKoHel cripocuia YaHmoca, Kak oH ce0s 4yBCTBYeT, OBIIO
yKe TIO3OHO — OH ITOTEPSIJI CO3HAHKE, ¥ e OXBATHUII MaHUYECKHUH CTPaXx.

I'naBa 24
— Ecnu T OTpexXelb MHEe BOJIOCH], CTapHK, s yObio TeOsi! — KopTHU yxKe ClbllIana 0T HETo 3TH
CJIOBa, TaK e, KaK ¥ MHOTO€ Apyroe. Y Hee CI0XKUIOCh HEBeCeJoe BIedaTIeHre 0 XXU3HN YaHgoca.

Bcio HOYB OH Openun u MeTascs B muxopaake. OnuH pa3 KopTHU 3afpeMarna, I0I0KUB TOJI0OBY eMy
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Ha HOT'HY, HO BCKOPE OHA ITPOCHYJIACh OT €ro KpukKa. On KpHu4daJl, 4YTO He MOZXKET YMEPETEH, II0OKa OHHU
elie He BCe MEPTBHI. OHa monsITanach pa36y;III/ITB ero, Ho YaHmoc OTTOJIKHYII €e€.

— ‘{epT BO3bMH, Kanuma, ocTaBb MEHS B IIOKOE, — PABKHYII OH, — WU B IIOCTEJIb K Mapno. qa yCTalJl.

[Tocne sToro KopTHU yXKe He Tporajia ero. B ouepenHoi pa3 noMeHsB eMy KOMIIPECC, OHa Ciyllana
€ro ropsiueyHslil Open. KaxeTcs, OH 3aHOBO IlepekUBaJjl BCe IEPECTPENIKY, OPaky U CIIOPUI C KaKUM-
TO «CTapukoM». OH pa3roBapuBasl U C XeHIMHaMU: ¢ Muapou — MOYTUTENIBHO, a ¢ benbim KpruioM
— JIaCKOBO-HaCTaBUTENIbHO. TOH ero 3aMeTHO MeHSJICS, KoTrfa oH obpaiasncs K HuM, 1 KopTau
IIOHSJIA, YTO 3TU XKEHITUHEL 04EHb OPOTH EMY.

Kpome benoro Kpeinna, OH Ha3kIBall €llle HECKOIbKO MHOEHCKUX UMEeH. BEIT O0WH KOMaH4Y#, BUAUMO,
€ro Apyr, ¥ OH 3alllMIlaa ero nepef «CTapuKoOM» Tak MBIJIKO, YTO KOpTHYU BAPYT BCIOMHUIIA:

YaHOoc Bendb TaK U He CKa3all €M, eCTh JIU B HEM WHOENCKas KPOBb.

PaHbIlle 0Ha HMKOTTIa CEPbe3HO He 3aAyMbIBajlach Hafl 9TUM, HO 9TO OBIZIO BO3MOXKHO! A TOT
CTPAHHBIA S3BIK, Ha KOTOPOM OH HHOT/Ia Pa3rOBapHBaJl, BIIOJIHE MOT OBITh MHAECHCKHUM JHaAJIEKTOM.

YouBuTENbHO, HO 9TO COBCEM He BCTPEBOXKUIIO ee. MHOeel] UM HET — KakKasd pa3Huiia? OH OpocTo
Yanpmoc.

Korpma Hauanmo paccBetats, KopTHu yKe coMHeBanach B ToM, 4To YaHOoc mompaBuTcs. OHa Tak
BEIMOTAJIaCh 3a HOUb, YTO IIPOCTO He 3HaJla, YeM elle eMy moModb. ETo paHa BHTIIIseNa TakK XKe
y2KaCHO, KaK ¥ Be4epoM, OITyXO0JIb IIOYTH He YMeHbII!Iach. [0psiuKa IIpOI0iIKaack, a 60b,
Ka3aJioch, ycununack. OMHaKO MEeTaHUs ¥ CTOHBI CTAHOBUITUCH BCe crladee, CIIOBHO OH Tepsi
TIOCTIE[IHUE CHUJTHL.

— O Boxe, OH ClIOMaJt eff pyKu, YTOOE OHA He MOTJIa CONPOTUBIIATHCA... [IDOKIIATHINA YOIIOOOK. ..
TOJIbKO pebeHoK. I'ocriony, oHu Bce MepPTBHL. — OH Iepelles Ha MEeNoT:

— Ilopsu cBA3b... Komaury ['na3ku.
KopTHu cena, ycTaBuBIIKCH Ha Hero. OH B IIePBBIY pa3 Ha3Ball ee UM4.
— Yanpgoc?

— He Mory 3a0bITh... He MOSI XKeHIHA. Ero 3aTpyaHeHHOe OhixaHue 00JIbIlle BCeTro HaIyraso
Koptau. OHa BCTpsIXHYJIa €Tr0o, HO OH He mpuiliell B ce6s, ¥ KopTHU pa3priganacs:

— Yanpoc, moxanyucra...

— YepToBa IEeBCTBEHHMIIA... IJI0X0. KOPTHU He XKejlaja CIyllaTh, YTO OH O He! FOBOPHUT, HO TO, YTO
OH y2Ke CKa3aJl, ObI0 04eHb 00HMIOHO, ¥ OHA U3JIKMJIa CBOI0 00Uy B THEBE:

— Ounuce, 4epT Bo3bMu! Torga T yCNIBIIINIIE, 4TO 1 Tebe ckaxy! S Tebs HeHaBUXKY U CKaxy Tebe
00 9TOM, KaK TOJIbKO ThI OYHeIthbCs! Trl 37101, OeccepaeyHbli, 1 51 BOOOIIe He IIOHUMAl0, 3a4eM
IIOTPATHIA BCIO HOYb, IIBITAsICh ciacTu Tebst! OuHuCh Xke!

KopTHU 3aK0JI0THIIa €T0 110 CIIMHE, 3aTeM, IOTPsiceHHast, oTupsinyna. OHa 6uia 6eCrIoMOIITHOTO
YyeJI0BeKa, YejioBeKa 0e3 Co3HaHusd!

— O T'ocnopu, Yarpoc, npoctu! — OHa 3amakaa, I1afsd eMy CIUHY B TeX MeCTax, 110 KOTOPEIM
TOJIBKO YTO MOJIOTHJIA Ky/lakaMu. — [loxkanyiicrta, He ymupaii! {1 6onbie He 6yny Ha TeGs 3MUTHCS,
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Kak OBl THI HU 3aC/Iy2KKMBaJI 9TOTO. U... ¥ €CIIK THI IOMPABUIILCS, 06€e1[aio, YTo O0JIbIIe HUKOTIa He
3axoyuy Tebs.

— Bpers!
KopTHU B3[pOTHYJIA OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTHU. ['71a3a ero mo-npekHeMy OBIJIA 3aKPHITHI.

— Twi oTBpatuTenen! — 6pocusa oHa, BcTaBasi. YaHAOC Me[JIeHHO ITOBEPHYJICS Ha OOK U MOOHSI Ha
Hee IJasa.

— ITouemy? — THXO CIIPOCHUII OH.

— [MTouemy? Thl 3Haemb moyeMy! — BOCKIMKHYIa KopTHY U BOPYT HeBomay godaBuia:

— U 4 BOBCe He uepToBa JeBCTBeHHUIa. Bo BCIKOM ciydae, Teneps. Pa3se HET?

— A pa3sBe s Tak Ha3Ba Te6s?

— MuHyT 04Th Ha3am.

— Y-yeprt! 4 rosopun Bo cHe?

— W oueHs MHOT0, — CKa3ajla OHa C S3BUTEJIbHOM YCMEIIKOU U, OTBEPHYBIIKCE, IIOIJIa IPOYE.

— He Hapo npuHUMaThL BCEphe3 TO, UTO TOBOPUT MyKunHa Bo CHe. Komaubu ['1a3ku, — cKasaj OH e
BCier. — M BOT 4ToO ellfe: 51 yKe He cyuTai TeOs 4epTOBOM I€BCTBEHHUIIEH.

— Wy K yepTy! — He oCTaHaABIMBasACh, KDUKHYJIA OHA.

Ho KopTtau ymina Hefganeko, 3aCTHB Kak BKOIIaHHAA Iepef NOoXJIoN 3Meell. Ha 3eMyie psioM ¢ Hel
JexKajl KoXKaHbl KMCeT Ha IIHYPKe, a OHa MOorJia MOKJISICThCS, YTO BYepa BeUYepoM ero 37ech He
OBLIIO.

Xornopmok mpobexkan y Hee 110 cninHe. OHa YKpafgKoil Orisigeniach, HO BOKPYT OBIJIO CTOJIBKO OEPEBLEB U
KYCTOB, YTO 32 HUMU MOT IIPSTAThCS KTO YTOMHO.

KopTHu ycTaBunach Ha KUCET, 60Ch IPUTPOHYTHCA K HEMY. ITO OB MpeKpacHO cpaboTaHHBIN KUCET
13 OJIeHbEW KOXKM pPa3MepoM B [IBa ee KyJaKa, U, Cy[s 10 OUePTaHUsAM, B HEM YTO-TO JIe3Kallo.

Ecnu KTO-TO TOAXOMUI HOUBIO K WX IpUBay, oka KopTHU yxaxuBasna 3a 00/bHEIM YaHO0COM,
[I04YeMy Ke OHa HUKOTO He Buena? [loueMy He ollyTusIa IPUCYyTCTBUS IOCTOPOHHEr0? Y mouemy
9TOT YeJIOBEeK He 3asgBUI 0 cebe? Mor i KTO-TO ClIy4aiiHO 0OPOHUTH 3[IeCh 3TOT KuceT? [laxke ecnu u
TaK, He3HAKOMel] I0JI2KeH ObLI YBULETh KOCTEDP U ITOKA3aThCS... €CIIU TOJIBKO XOTeJI, YTOOH! ero
3aMeTHUIu.

Crpax oxBaTeiBaj KOPTHM IPHU MBICJIH O TOM, YTO KTO-TO OBIT 30€Ch HOUBIO M, BEPOSITHO, BUJIEIN ee,
TOT7Ia KaK OHA ¥ He mogo3peBana 00 aToM. Ho KTo aT0 Ob1? Y 3aueM oCTaBuI KHCET?

KopTHHU 0CTOPOXKHO IOAHSNA €T0, B3SIBIIKUCH 3a IIHYPOK, U, flepKa Ha BEITIHYTOM PyKe, IIOHECa K
npuBany. YaHIoC Mo-IpeXkHeMy jiexKajl Ha 00Ky, ¥ OHa IoAyMalia, YTo, XOTb OH U OYHYJICS, eMy,
IOJIKHO OBITH, BCE TaK XKe I710X0. ['0CTIOfH, ¥ KaK JKe Y Hee IIOBEPHYJICS SI3BIK HAarOBOPUTH Ky4dy
0o0MIHHIX Belel cmabomy u 6ombHOMY! UTO 3a BOXKKa II0TIasa e Mo XBOCT?

— He moxoxke, 4ToOHI OH KycCascs.
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— KT0? — cnpocuna KopTHu, MeAIeHHO TOAXO0AS K HEMY.

— Kucert. Tol Tak gajieKo ero JepKuIllb OT ce0s1, — cKa3ajl OH. — Ho MHe KaxkeTcs, 9TO HalpacHas
IPEIOCTOPOKHOCTD.

— Bor. — KopTHu G6pocuna KuceT nepeq HUM. — 91 pelniia He OTKphIBaTh caMa. OH jexkan PsAgoM C
yOUTOM 3MeEN.

— He roBopu MHe PO 3Ty YepTOBY rafuHy! — rHEBHO CKa3asl OH. — C KaKUM YIOBOJILCTBUEM S YOUIT
05l ee elile pas!

— ITa y, BooOpazaio, — 0T03Bajach OHA U MOTYyNuIa rIa3a. — [Ipoctu MeHs, YaHgoc, s
HaATrOBOPHUJIa BYepa NUIHET0. [laxke He 3HAI0, YTO HA MEHS HAIIJIO.

— 3abynb, — paccessHHO Gpocun YaHoc, OTKphIBas KuceT. — biarocnosu ero I'ocmops! —
BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, U3BJI€Kas Ha CBET YBS/IIee PAaCTeHHUEe C KOPHSIMH.

— YT0 3TO?
— 3menHas TpaBKa. Ecnu Obl OHa Oblyia y MeHSI HOublo! Ho nydlne mo3mHo, Y4eM HUKOTTIa.
— 3MenHas TpaBKa? — HEJIOBEPUYUBO IIepecmpocuna KopTHu.

— Hapo oTxkaTh ee, 106aBUTh B COK HEMHOTO COJIM U TIPUJIOKUTH K PaHKe. OTO OJHO U3 JIYYIIUX
CPEICTB IIpU yKyce 3Meu. [IpuroToBuUIIb?

KopTHU B3si/1a y HETO 3MEUHYIO TPaBKYy.
— THI 3HaeIb, KTO 9TO OCTABHUII, [a?

— Ia.

— Krto xke?

Yaumgoc gonro, BHUMATENIbBHO CMOTpEJI Ha Hee, KOpTHI/I YXKe OyMajia, 4TO OH HE OTBETHUT. Hakownern
OH CKa3all:

— Opun Mou apyr. Ee rnasa OKpyTIUIKCE:

— ITouemy e TBOU APYT He BHIIIEN KO MHe U He faj 9To pacteHue? OH Mor OB U caM paccKa3aTh
MHE, YTO C HUM [eJIaTh.

YaH[IoC B3OOXHYI:

— On He MOT paccka3aTh Tebe caMm. OH He TOBOPUT IO-aHTJIMICKU. U eciu OBl OH BHIIIEN K Te0E, THI,
BEpOSITHO, yOexkasa Ol OT HeTO.

— OH uHpeel? — CIIpocuia OHa, 3aBeflOMO 3Has OTBET, U0 ITOYEMY-TO HEe COMHEBaacCh, YTO UX
TAUHCTBEHHBIM HOUHOU T'OCTh ObLT HHAeHeM. — [Ipriratoumi Bonk — s yragana?

YaH[I0C HAXMYyPUJIICA:

— 41 9To0, M IpaBma MHOTO HabomTan?
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— Thl pasroBapuBa C CaMbIMHU Pa3HBIMU JTIOAbMEU. THI UTO, BCETHA Pa3roBapUBaEIlh BO CHE?
— OTKyga 5 3Haw, 4epT BO3bMU?

KopTtHu, 06upeBInch Ha pe3KOCTh €ro TOHA, OTBEPHYIach. [I[pUTOTOBUB COK U3 3MEHMHOM TpaBKH, OHa
nopouuia K YaHgocy:

— IToBepHUCH Ha XKUBOT, [TOXKaJyHCTa.
— Her. Jau cropa!

— 4 cama! — OHa yBepHyach 0T ero pyku. — Buepa BeuepoM TEHI yKe JOCTaTOYHO HAIOPTUII,
3aHUMasCh CaMojiedeHrueM, KCTaTH, COBEPIIEHHO 0eCII0Ie3HBIM.

— 4 He IPOCHUI TBOEX YE€PTOBOU ITOMOIIH!

— Hapo mymarts, ThI Ipenoyest Obl yMepeTh, YeM IOMPOCUTL MEHS 0 TIOMOINH, Ja? — Habpocuaack Ha
Hero KopTHu.

On npomonyar.

KOpTHI/I OblTa Ys43BJI€HA. I[Tocre Bcero, 4To OHa caefasna s Hero, YaHgoc Mor 6 XOTh
1'[06J'Ial"OJIapI/ITB ee! Tak HeT xKe — OH ellle 3asBIIsIeT, YTO HE XOTeJI ee MOMOILH.

— TBou gpyr eie 3gech, YaHOoC?

— ThI X04elllb TO3HAKOMUTLCS C HUM?
— Her.

YaH[ocC ycTano B3LOXHYI:

— Ceiiuac ero HeT M06IU30CTH, eclint 9TO TeOs BoNHyeT. Ho 0H, BEpOSATHO, ellle MOSBUTCS, YTOORI
TIOCMOTPETH, BEI3IOPOBeN i . Ho Thl He yBumuib ero. Komaubu ['ma3ku. OH 3HAET, 4YTO TeOS JIETKO
HaIyTraTh.

— Bogce HeT, — X0/100HO BOo3pa3uia oHa. — OTKyza OH 3HaeT PO MeHsd?
— 4 eMy paccka3zail.

— Korpa?

— Kakas pa3Huiia, 4epT BO3bMu?

— Hukaxkoii. — 3aK0HYUB C HOroM YaHAoca, OHa MOCMOTpeia Ha HeTo:

— HpOCTO MHe XOTeJIOCh OBl 3HATh, 3aUeM OH InpeciienyeT Hac. 9To Befdp ero s Torga Bupena, ga? v
CKOJIBKO K€ HOYEeH OH INHOHUI... — ['1a3a KOpTHI/I PaCUInpPUIInCh, KOrga OHaA IIOHAJId, YTO 3TO
3HAYUT.

— B 1y HOUB ero He 6b110, Kommauby I'ma3ku, — HEKHO IPOroBopuil YaHIoc, yragas ee MbICIH. — U
OH BOBCe He IIpecyiefyeT Hac. MEL... CIIy4alHO eleM OfHOU JOPOTOH.

— Ho 18I moexan 051 ¢ HUM, eciiu OBl He §1, TpaBpa? Hy ma, KoHeyHo! HeynuBUTENTBHO, YTO TH HE
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X0TeJl OpaTh MeHS ¢ COOOI.
OH HaxMypuiIcs:
— 4 o6bsacusan Tebe, moueMy He X0Tes 6paTh Te0S C COOOM.

— IIa, 00BSICHST, — XOIOOHO 0TO3Banach KopTHu. — Ho y4Tu: TOMYy, YTO TH TOBOPUJI MHE APYTIOH
HOYLIO, S IIOYTH HE Bepio!

KopTHu Hagesinack, 4To YaHIOC BO3Pa3uT, HO OH He CKa3all HU CJIoBa. Eif Tak X0TenoCh HaKpruiaTh
Ha Hero, Ha Xy[0M KOHeIl IIPOCTO pa3phAaThCs, HO OHA CAepKasach U yIia, IOAHSB I'OJIOBY.

— { upny Ha pedKy MHITh Tocyny. Ecnu yepes mecsaTh MUHYT He BEPHYCh, 3Hal, YTO 1 HaTKHY/Iach Ha
TBOETO [Ipyra U yIayia B 00MODOK.

I'maBa 25

Yaupoc cMoTper, kak KopTHu mogorpeBaia 0yab0H, KOTOPEIM HAaCUJIBHO ITOUJIA €T0 IeJIbli NeHb.
[IpenBeuepHee COJHIIE UTPAJIO B ee BOJIOCAX, BEICBeYMBas 30JI0The Ipsinu. Kasanoch, OH HUKOTa He
HasmoO0yeTcs ex.

Oun HaMepeHHO rpy60 Ben cebs ¢ Komaubumu I'ma3zkaMu, 061zKam ee ¥ caM CTpafai OT 3TOT0, HO
WHaye He MOT. JTa XeHIWHAa He M7 Hero. Eciu Obl OHa 3Hajla 0 HeM BCe, TO caMa IOHsIa OBl 3TO.
OH roBopur cebe, 4TO TOTHA OHA CMOTpesia Obl Ha HETO C y2KacoM.

A ceiigyac OH BUMEN B ee B3TJISIe OTOHBb U T'HEB 00MKEHHOM XKeHITUHEL. Ho, 4epT BO3bMHU, ee THEB
JIUIIH TIOATUTEIBA €I0 MYyKCKYI0 TOPOCTh, ¥ HUKYHa OT 3TOT0 He NeThCS — 3TO eMy HpaBuiock! OH
ObL1T OBI CUJTBHO Y$SI3BJIEH, €CNT ObI OHA CITOKOWHO BOCIIPHHSIA €r0 MPUTBOPHOE paBHOAyIre. Ho HET
— Korfa OH He obpaman Ha KopTHY BHUMaHUS, OHa BHIXOOUIA U3 ce0si OT 37T0CTH, U 3TO IIPUBOIUIIO
€ro B BOCTOPT.

OH He XOTeJ JIUIIATh €e HEBUHHOCTH, KPEISICh 30 BCEX CUJI, YTOOH! yIepKaThCs OT co61a3Ha, HO 3Ty
6uTBYy c caMmuM co0o# Bce-Taku mpourpas. Choernas ee cBoel B Ty He3aObBaeMyi0 HOYb, YaHIOC 0YeHb
HaJIesiJICs, YTO HaBCeTMa 3aracuil OrOHb XKejaHusa. Ho He TyT-To Obito! CTOMIIO eMy YBUIETD ee
KYTAIOIIENCs B peKe, Kak BCe 61arue HaMepeHus TYT Ke UCUEe3JIH.

Ou ObIT mOuTH G71aromapeH 3Mee, KOTopas IOJI0KMIIa KOHell 9ToMy 6e3ymuto. He ciyduch 3TOro0, OH
IIPOLIION HOYBIO, HECOMHEHHO, OISATH flayl OBl BOJTI0O CBOMM XKeJIaHUSIM, a 3TO He CYJIUII0 HUYEero
xopoirero. YaHaoc oOHMMAJ, YTO PaCcCTaThCA C Hell OyOeT Helerko, ¥ CTapacs 3apaHee OTHaIUThCA
oT KopTHH, 4TOOB CMSATUYUTEL O0OJIb Pa3IyKH.

OHa, KOHEYHO, 3TOr0 He MOHKWMaJla, OXBayeHHasl HepBOI;I CTpPacCThIO, 1 O4YEHBb CEpAnJIaChk Ha HETO,
Iojiarasi, 4T0 B Ty HOYb OH IIPOCTO IIOIIOJIb30BAJICA €10, YTOJINB CBOIO IIOXOTh. Yaugoc B3TOXHYII. Botu
XO0poIIo, MyCTh TaK U AyMa€eT, a ellle JIy4dllle, €CJIM OHa BO3HEHAaBUOUT €ro.

Boo6pa3u YaHmoc X0Th HA MUHYTY, UTO MOXKET cfiefilaTh KOpTHU CYacT/IUBOM, OH HYU 3a YTO HA CBETE
He oTmycTun 0wl ee. Ho 4TO OH Mor e¥f mpemyioxkuTh? YeTspe rofa Ha3ay OH MIPUHSII pellleHne yUTu
oT OeJIbIX ¥ BEPHYTHCS K KOMaH4YaM. TprHaIaTh XKeCTOKUX HerofisieB HaBCeraa U3MEeHUIN ero
JXKW3Hb, U, KOT[la OH C HUMHU IOKOHYUT, 4YTO OCTaHeTcq eMy? OH Tak JOJIT0 CKUTAJICS, YTO BPAL JIX
Teleph CMOXKET 0CECTh rae-Hubyab, faxke C JIIOAbMU KOMaHuu. MoxKeT i O6enas KeHIIUHa IPUHSTh
KO4YeBYIO XXU3Hb? YaHOO0C 3Ha/, 4YTO He UMeeT IIpaBa cipamuBaTh 00 9ToM y Komaubux ['1a3ok.
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B 3TOT MOMEHT KOpTHI/I OITIYCTHJIAQCh IIepea HUM Ha KOJIEHH, IIPOTATHUBaAd TOpH‘-II/IfI 6YJ'IBOH B
OJIOBSTHHOM KPYXKKe, U Yanumoc, B3OPOTHYB OT HEOXKUIOAHHOCTH, BEPHYJICA K PeaJIbHOCTH.

— Kak THI ce6st 9yBCTBY€IIIb?

— Tak e mapIIMBO, KaK U TOTHA, KOTA Tl CITpalIBaja MeHs: 00 3ToM B mocieguuil pa3. OHa
HaXMyPHUJIaCh:

— l'ocmopu, YaHOoc, HY o4eMy TH TAKOW I'PyObIi?
— I'py6riii? Ecnu xouelnp, s moKaxy Tebe, YTO TaKoe HacCTosIas rpy0oCTh.

— Cnacubo, He Hapmo! — o6opBasa ero Koptau. — Buepa HOYBIO g IOCHITA HACITyIIasiach TBOUX
KPENKUX CII0BEeYEK.

— XKans, 4T0 4 He Buen TBoero pyMsania, Komausu ['nasku, — noggpa3uui ee Yaupoc. — OueHb
kanb! A MHe Tak HpaBUTCS, KOTla TH KpacHeelb. ECu AJIst 3TOT0 HYKHO JIWIIb HECKOJIBKO TPyOhIX
CIIOB...

— Yanpoc!
— Bor, yxe nmyumre! He MHOT0 Hafio, YTOOBI TBOH IIIEYKH IIOPO30BEJIH!

— Ecnu YK TBI TaK HECHOCEH, 3HAYUT, CMEPTH HE T'PO3UT T66€, — CTPOT'O CKa3ajla OHa U TyT XKe
3aCTHUrJla ero BpacIIjiox:

— Ckaxwu, B Tebe eCTh MHAEWCKas KPOBh?
[Tocnie KOPOTKOM ITay3bl OH 3aMETUI:

— A THI OBINIa HETIJIOXUM JOKTOPOM, IT0OKa He BooOpa3uia, YTo OT 3TOTO c1aboro cymyuka y MeHs
puOaBSTCS CHIIHL.

KopTHU B3poXHYIa:

— Bce, 4TO MHe HyXKHO, — 3TO TOJIBKO «[Ia» UIIA «HeT». Ho moxKany#cTa, eCiid He X04elllb, MOXKeIIb
He 0TBe4YaTh. MHe BCe pPaBHO, Jaxke eciiu B Tebe U BIpaBOy eCTh UHOENCKAs KPOBb.

— Kak 3T0 BeITMKOmyLHO!

— Ho ato meuecTtHO, YaH[oC.

OnHa BHUMaTEJIbHO BTIISIObIBANIaCh B HET'O, ¥ OH ITPOOOPMOTAT:

— Iymaelnb, g He 3Hal0, YTO THI 0 CMEPTHU OOUIILCSA UHAEUIER?
KopTHu B3pepHYya nogboponok:

— Yro mopgenaTh, eCIu S TOJIBKO pa3 B XKU3HU KMeJla [eJlo C UHAeHIaMu 1 3T0 OblI0 y2KacHO. Ho THI-
TO COBCEM He II0X0K Ha HUuX!

YaHpmoc 4yTh He PacxXoxX0TaJjICs, HO CaepKaJl YIIbIOKY:

— 4 yxe npenynpexnan Tebs, XKeHIIMHA, YTOOH TH He IBITanach CTPOUTD HOTAfIKU HA MOM CUeT.
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Ecnu xouemb cenath U3 MeHsI UHOEHIA, S 3alIPOCTO MOTY IOALITPaTh TeOE B 9TOM.
— 3Ha4YUT, Ha cCaMOM JieJjie THI He...
— Hert, HO muKapsMu ObIBAIOT HE TOJIbKO MHOEHITH. MOXKeT, moKa3aTh Tebe 3T0?

KopTHY BCKOYMIIa Ha HOTH U IIOCIEITHO 000IIIa KOCTeP, OCTAHOBUBIIKCEH Ha 6€30IIaCHOM PaCCTOSTHUHI
oT Yanpgoca 1 BLHI3LIBAIOIIE IO Ha HETo:

— Tebe mocTaBnsieT KaKoe-TO U3BpallleHHOe YIOBOJILCTBUE ITyTraTh MEeHS?
— A pa3sBe 51 Te0Os Hanyrana? — HEBUHHO CIIPOCUJI OH.
— KoneuHo, HeT, — cepauTo 6pocuna KopTHu, — HO BeOb MBITANCSA?

— KoHeuHO HeT. — Iepeapa3Huil ee Yanpgoc. YTto pmemnaTs, anJIOCy OOCTABJIAJIO YOOBOJIECTBHE
CMOTPETH, KaK OHa 3JIUTC. Ona OblyTa Tak YEePTOBCKH XOpOIlla, KOraa €€ 30JIOTUCTO-Kapue ria3a
CBEpPKaJik OTHEM, C TAKMM JOCTOMHCTBOM OTKH[bIBaJla Ha3a BOJIOCHI U PaACIIPaBiIdila mieyn!

OH oueHb ymauHo Ha3Bas ee Komrauybu I'ma3ku, n60 nackoBas KoIIeyka IOPOM CTaHOBUJIACh TUTPOM.
OTa mmoe3[xa Iolljla e Ha II0JIb3y, 4ero He CKaXellb Ipo Hero. MHTepecHo, Kakue rpaHu ee
XapakKTepa OTKDPOIOTCS eMy, IpeXfe ueM oHU nobepyTcs 0o Texaca? Bcero Henento Ha3az oHa Oblia
TaK 3aCTeH4YMBa, YTO 0e3 KOHIla 3aMKaach B €T0 IIPUCYTCTBUU. A Tereph YaHOOC YePTOBCKH XOPOIIO
3HaJ1, 4To KopTHU He ymazeT B 00MODOK, ecnu yBUAUT [Ipriratomero Bomka.

— JI1060TBITHO, YTO THL COOMPACsS CoO MHOM CcHefaTh, YaHAOC, eCNIU efBa ITOAHUMAaelb I'0JI0OBY, YTOOH
BHIIUTD OYJIbOH?

9ro GBI yIap HUXe Iosca.

— IMoocTtopoxuel, negu! TH U He NpeACTaBsgelb, Ha YTO ClIoco0eH MyK4YrHa B THeBe. KopTHHU
nmoxasna IjedyaMu.

— [la 5 Tak MPOCTO CIIPOCHTIA, — 3aBepuya OHa ero.

— Torga uny ciofa, ¥ s yAOBIETBOPIO TBOE JIIOOOMBITCTBO, — IIPUMUPUTENIBHO CKa3an YaHmoc, 1 ee
r71a3a 3aCBepKaJIu.

— MoxerT, Te0s1 He BOJIHYET TBOE COCTOSIHUE, HO BOT MeHsI OHO TpeBOoXuUT! Tebe ceiiyac Hafo KOMUTh
CHUJIBI, & He PacXofoBaTh UX B ApaKe. Brimel, moxamnyicra, cBoi O6ynboH, YaHOC, @ TOTOM OTAOXHH,
IIOKa s IPUTOTOBIIIO YTO-HUOYIb ITOCYIIeCTBeHHEe Tebe Ha o0ef.

OH KuBHYJ. 3a4eM paccTpauBaTh ee?

I'maBa 26

CO6I/IpaHC5{ OOXKIb, X, CyOs II0 CTYIIAaBIIMMCSA TEMHBIM Ty4daM, OJdaXKe C FpOBOIZ.

Bot 3T0 1 3ameTuna KopTHU, MPOCHYBIIKCh. YBUAEB, UTO YaHOOC CIIUT, OHA PEIIniia CIIyCTUTHCA K
PEeKe 3a BOJIOM, a IOTOM IIPUTOTOBUTHL KO(e.

[TyTh K peke ObLT TeMHEH, YeM 00BIYHO, TaK KaK Ty4d 3aKPHIUIHM CONHIIE. HeHacThe yrHETano, u
KopTHu He uCHBITHIBaTa XKeJTaHUs YCKaThCSA B IIYTh 110 HOXKMI0, Haxke ecinu YaHIOC CMOXKET eXaTh.
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Ho u nepcnekTuBa mepexunaTh J0XK/Ib, CUMAS MO HETPOMOKAEMBIM IIJIAIIIOM, TOXKE He pajioBaja ee.
U Bce xe KopTHU He 103BoJIssia cebe paccTpauBaThCs. UTO XK, 3TO HENPUSTHO, HO IPUAETCS
TIOTEPIIETh.

KopTHM HETOBOJILHO B3TJISIHYIA HA XMypoe He00 ¥ HarHyjachk K BOAE, YTOOB HATIOJTHUTD (IISATH.
«JloxXOp — 9TO ellle He KOHEI] CBeTa, — CKa3asa oHa cebe. — Hapo 6narogaputh cyabp0y 3a TO, UTO
YaHoC BEI3JOPABIUBAET, U 3a MHOT0e-MHOT0€ ipyroe. He CTOUT BIafiaTh B YHEIHKE M3-3a KAKOT'O-TO
IOKIUKA».

— Tw Koptau XopTtc?

OHa Tak ¥ 3aMepia, COTHYBIIUCE U fiepxKa QIAry B Boge. Teslo ee 3aCTHUIO OT HANIPSKEHUS, OHA
3aTania OBIXaHue.

— Te1 uTo, TIyxas, munodka? YU 1yt rnasa KopTHU OKPYT/IMINCE OT BHE3AIIHOU AOTAgKHU.
— OH cKa3saJl, 4YTO Bhl He TOBOPUTE I10-aHTJIMMCKU, — IIpOoJielieTasa OHa.

— Kt0? O yeMm THI, yepT mobepu? OHa pe3Ko 06epHyIach, B3TNISTHYB HE3HAKOMILY B JIULIO, U C
o0eryeHreM B3JOXHYJIA.

— locmomu, s mymarna, 4To Bbl KOMaHuu! 3eck eCTh ONUH HEeMomaneky, — npobopMoTasa OHa.
— Otkyga Tel 3Haelb? Thl ero Bupgesna?
— 2-9... HeT.

— Bor u g He Bupen. 3HaUUT, MOXKHO MIPEANOJI0XKUTE, YTO €T0 3[eCh HeT. A Tenepb OTBeYal: ThH
XopTtc?

KopTHU He mMOHMMAJIa, YTO IPOUCXOAUT. BUO MyKUMHE He HallyTal ee: IPUSATHOE JOOPOIYIIHOE
JIUII0, UCIIEIIPeHHOE MOPIIMHKAaMU BOKPYT PTa U I'71a3, — JOJIKHO OBITh, OH YACTO CMESIJICS, —
IIOJIHEIE PYMSIHEIE ITIEKH, CBETJIO-CEPhIe TJ1a3a, CPeIHero pocTa, CjerkKa MPU3eMuUCT, JIeT IBaALIaTH
ATH.

— KT0 BHI? — crpocuia OHa.
— JI:KuM IBaHC, OXOTHHUK 3a MPECTyIHUKaMHU.
— Ho BBl HE TTOXOXKH... TO ECTb...

— Ia, g 31a10. — OH yXMBUIbHYICS. — BUguTe 71, 3T0 MHE Ha PyKY: 1 HE COOTBETCTBYIO
o0ImenpuHITOMY IIpefcTaBneHuio. Hy, mpr3Haenbcsa HaKOHEI], KTO ThI?

KoptHu npusHasnachk Obl, ecnu Obl He 3Hajla, KTO OH Takou. Ho, yCIbIIIaB, YTO OH OXOTHUK 3a
IPECTYITHUKAMH, OHa MCIyranachk 3a YaHgoca: Beb IBAHC BIIOJIHE MOT PAa3BICKMBATh €ro. — {1 He
Koptau XopTtc. OH ONSATh YXMBITBHYJICS:

— MoxerT, He OymeM BpaTh? BeposATHOCTH TOTO, UTO B 3TUX MECTax LIeJIbIX ABE KEHIITMHE], TOX0XKUX
Ha laHHO€e MHe OINKCaHue, CIIMIIKOM Masa. ['0TOB MOKISICTLCS XKU3HbIO, YTO Halllell UMEeHHO KOpTHH
Xoprtc!

— K uemy xke Torga yTpyXknaaTh ce6si TUIIHUMU BOIIPOCAMU? — HEIOBOJILHO cripocusia KopTHu.
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— IIpuxomuTCs: s He MOT'Y TO3BOMUTH cebe omubuThCs. 3a OmubKY MHE He 3amIaTAT. A 3a Te0s
Ha3HaueHa KPYyTJIeHbKasi CyMMa, YK THl MHE TIOBEPb!

— 3a MeHs? 3HA4uT, BBl UIIETE HE... [loroguTe, 94TO BH TaKOe FOBOPUTE? 3a MeHSI — AeHbru? Mmente
B BUIY, MUCTEep IBAHC, UTO s HE HapyIllaja 3aK0H, a I0TOMY He MOT'y OhITh B PO3LICKE.

— A g 3TOT0 ¥ He TOBOPUII.
— Ho BHI Ke OXOTHHK 3a NPEeCTyIIHUKaMU?

— 4 paboTaio 3a Bo3HarpaxueHue, — 00bSCHUI OH. — MHe IJIaTSAT He TOJIBKO 3a IIPECTYITHUKOB.
Ecnu Ha3HaAYalOT XOPOILIYIO IIeHY, 51 0X0YyCh 3a KEM YTOJHO U 110 KaKO¥ yromHo mpuunHe. lleHa,
Ha3Ha4YeHHas 3a TeOs, MeHs BIIOJIHE yCTpauBaeT. TBOM MyXK4YHWHa OYeHb XOUeT BEPHYTh Te0s,
MUJIOYKa.

— Moii MyX4rHa? — YOuBIIeHHEe CMEHUJIOCh THEBOM, KaK TOIbKO KOPTHU MOHSIa, 0 KOM pedsb. — [la
Kak oH nnocMej! Bac Hausan Pup Taunop, BepHO?

— [la, OH Ha3HAYWUII LIeHy.
— Ho oH BoBCce He Mo myxkunHa! OH MHe HUKTO! [[2KUM IBaHC IOXKaJll IaedaMu:

— MHe Bce paBHO, KT0 oH. OH X04eT, 4YTOOHI Thl BepHYJach B KaH3ac, u 5 JocTaBlio TeOs K HEMY,
IIOTOMY YTO TOJIBKO B 3TOM CiIy4ae IOJy4dy AeHbIH.

— ZKanb orop4aTh Bac, MUCTEP IBAHC, HO s He BepHyCh B KaH3ac HU [0 KaKO¥ MPUYKUHE, a YK TeM
6onee u3-3a Pupma Taitnopa. botock, B HAmpacHO TepsieTe BpeMs. Paawu...

— A s 0010CBh, UTO THI He TIOHUMaeIlb MeHs, MUJI0YKa, — CKa3aJl OH TakK ke MUPOJII00MBO, HO JIUI0 eT0
noMpayHesio. — f HUKOT[a He Tepsio BpeMeHu 3ps. Tl noefels B KaH3ac, a Bce CBOM BO3paxkeHUs
BBICK@XKelllb MUCTepy Taisiopy. MeHs1 OHU He UHTEPECYIOT.

— Ho g 0TKa3wIBaIOCE...

IocTaB peBoJbBep, OH HampaBuil ero Ha Koptau. Ceppalie ee 0TYasHHO 3aKOJIOTUIIOCH, U HE YCIIea
OHa BCIIOMHUTB IIPO CBO¥ PEBOJIHBED 3a 10sCOM I00KM, KaK OH BHITAIIUII €T0 U 3a0pai cebe.

— He Hamo Tak YOMBISATHCS, MAJIOYKA, — YCMEXHYJICS OH. — $1 paboTaio Ha COBECTb.

— Buxy. Ho HeyKenu BB ¥ BIIpaBAy PeMIMUIUCh OBl 3aCTpeuTh MeHs1? CoMHEeBaloCh, YTO Pun
3amIaTUT BaM 3a MOU TPYIL.

— BepHo, — cka3as oH ¥ [00aBUI HAPOYUTO MEIJIEHHO:
— Ho ou HMYero He ckas3ajl 0 TOM, B KaKOM BHE S JOJIXKeH TeOS NOCTaBUTh.

KopTHU MOHSIa, YTO OH UMeJN B BUAY. MOXKeT, IONbITaThCS yOexkKaTh, ToKa He mo3gHo? Ho oH cTosn
Ha Iar BIepeau Hee.

— Iaxe He gyMai o ToM, 4YTOOH yOexKaTh UM 3aKpUyaTh. EC/IK 371eCh TIOSBUTCS TBOM CIYTHUK, S TYT
JKe «3aCTPeio ero.

OH MeqeHHO 3aIarai BOoib PEKH BBEPX IIO0 TEYEHUIO.
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— Hpgem!
— A mou Bemu? He xoTuTe ke Bbl, 4TOOH 51 yexana 6e3...

— Her, aToT HOMep co MHO¥U He mpoiimet! [Tocne Toro, YTo HaM paccka3all MeKCHKaHeI] 00 3TOM
TBOEM KPaCHOKOXKeM, Y MeHS HeT HUKAKOU OXOTHl BCTpPeYaThCsa C HUM. MEI celiyac IpoCTOo yeneM, U
OH He Y3HaeT, 4TO C TOOOM CITy4YHuIoCh.

KoptHu oxBaTuna nanuka. OH OB ITpaB: K TOMY BpeMeHHU, KaK YaH[0C XBaTUTCS ee, TIOUAEeT JOXKAb,
KOTOPBI CMOET BCE CIEMH.

OHa pemmia OTTSHYTh BpeMs, HafiesiCh, 4YTO YaHIOC IPOCHETCS U CKOPO 3a0ECIIOKOUTCS 0 HEH.
— O KaKOM 3TO MeKCHuKaHIle Bbl TOBOPUIH, HE 0 Pomupo nu?

— O HeM. HegaBHO MBI BCTPETHUJIUCH C HUM U [IByMS ero mpusTtensMu. Hy u cTpacty oHu
ropacckasanu o TBoeM apyxke! IIpsmo 1enas apmus B ogHoM nutie! KoHeYHO, HE CTOUT BEPUTH
BCEMY, YTO OHH IIJIETYT, 2KeJlast ONpaBaaTh CBOIO CJIa00CThb UM MPUKPBITH CBOU 3JI0AESIHUSI. MH yxKe
OyMaJid, YTO OHM yOunu Tebst ¥ MPOCTO He XOTST B 9TOM CO3HaBaThCS. KpacaBYMK TaK U IOPHIBAJICS
IIPUCTPENIUTh UX BCEX U BEPHYThCS B KaH3ac, HO MEKCHKAHEeI[ BBI3BaJICS MTOKA3aTh HAM TO MECTO, TTie
OHH Bufenu Tebs B IMOCIeMHUN pa3. A IOTOM MBI JIETKO HAIIUIM Bac 10 CegaM.

— Kro Takou KpacaBumk?

— VX He gyMaellb JIA Thl, YTO g OTIPaBUICS OOuH Ha MHOencKyo Tepputopun? 3, 1 He TaK yXK
rayn! OcTanbHBIE C JIOMIAABMU XKOYT TaM, BBEPX I10 peKe. MBI pelniy, 4To TBOU OPYKOK He TaK
BCTPEBOKUTCS, €CJIU 5 IIPUAY OOUH, U ¥ MeHs OyaeT OoJiblile IIaHCOB BCAlUTh B HETO ITYITIO.

— Ho BB XKe BUENY, KaK g CIIyCKalCh K peke ofgHa?

— Jla. MHe noBe3J10, IpaBga? — C YCMEIIKOW CKa3all OH. — B camMoM fiesie, MiujI04Ka, MHE COBCEM He
X0YeTCSI BCTPeYaThCsl C KPACHOKOXKUM.

OH moTamun ee 3a coboi, u KopTHU MOHSTA, YTO cefiyac y Hee IOCIENHMIM aHC KpUKHYTh. Ho OHa
pemmiia He Kpu4aTh. Ecimu 661 YaHmoc GBI 3T0POB, OHA He cTaia 0wl KoneOaThesi. Ho 0H CHITBHO
ocnaben 1ocye yKyca 3Meu U, IpuAs K Hell Ha ITOMOIIh, TogBepr Obl ce0si CMepPTEeNIbHOM OTTaCHOCTH.
Torga Kak [jist Hee OITaCHOCTHU Kak OynTo He ObII0 HUKaKowH. [IpocTo ee cumoit yBo3unu B Kan3ac,
TOJIBKO 1 BCETO.

— OpmHAaKOo 04YeHb CKOPO OHa I102KaJiejia 0 CBOEM PEIIEHHNHN.

I'maBa 27

KpacaBuuk PuBHC ompaBabiBajl CBOE IIPO3BUIIE: CBETIIbIHM GJIOHIUH C TYCTHIMU BBIOITUMUCS BOJIOCAMH,
T€MHO-BaCUJIbKOBLIMY T'JIa3aMU U Ha yIUBJIEHNE CUMIIQTUYHBIM, JaXkKe MHTEPECHBIM JIUIIOM,
CTPOMHBIN, BLICOKUH, TIO]] IIECTb (HyTOB, U MOJIOHOM — [ABaALATh iBa Iofa, OH ObLI XKUBEIM
BOILJIOIIIEHHEM CaMbIX OYMHBEIX OEeBUYBUX I'PE3.

KopTHE Tak nopa3uach, YBULEB €r0, YTO JaXKe He 3aMeTHJIa ABOUX MYKUKUH PALOM C HUM.
KpacaBuuk Toxe Hauen KopTHU BeCbMa IIPUBIEKATEIbHOM.

— Taiinop TOBOPHII, YTO TH KPACKBas, JIAll04YKa, HO OH YMaJIAJl TBOU HOCTOMHCTBA: KpacuBas — 9TO
cnabo cka3aHo!

IT0 TUKOE cepaie 100 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

KopTHu pemmusia, 4TO OH, JOIKHO OBITh, JABHO He BU[EJ XKEHIWH, BeIb OHa CTOsJIa Ilepel HUM B
CBOel TpsI3HOM 100Ke I BEPXOBOM €31kl 1 Oes1oi I1e1KOBOM 61y3Ke, MATOM IOCTIE CTUPKHU.
PacTpenanHtble BOJIOCH CIafaiy [0 [0siCa, ¥ OHA He yMBIBAJIach C I03aBYepAIIHEro Beuepa, KOoraa
YaHpoca yKycuia 3Med.

— Trl moegenIs co MHOM, — CKa3an KpacaBuuK, BEIXO[IS BIiepen, 4YToOwl 3a0paTh ee y IBaHCa.
— KpacaByuxk...

— OHa moefeT coO MHOM, 9BaHC, — TBEPHAO OTpe3al OH.

Takol TOH BOBCe He IIIeJ MapHIo 1Mo KMu4Ke KpacaByuk.

KM OBaHC BHSJ HEIBYCMBICIEHHO IIPO3BYYaBIlIed yTpo3e 1 OTIYCTUII €€ PYKY.

KopTHM pa3MBILUIfIa, KTO K€ V HUX I'JIaBHBIM, HO TyT DBaHC BeJlesl CAafiuThCs Ha JIOIIafied, ¥ BCe TPoe
ITOBMHOBAIUCH. 3HAYUT, DBAHC I'TaBHEIN. M TeM He MeHee KpacaBuuk noOuscst cBoero 6e3
pa3roBopoB?

Kpacasuuk nyran Koprau. ITo ToMy, Kak OBICTPO YCTYIMI eMy DBaHC, OHa IOHSAJA, YTO C 9TUM
napHeM HIyTKY 11oxu. OH NPOM3BOAWII BlledyaT/ieHue He 0OBIYHOT0 OaHOuUTa, a yOUUIIE! 110
IIPU3BaHUIO.

KpaCaB‘-II/IK HOJI6p0CI/IJI €€ Ha CBOIO JIOIIadb, 3daTEM YCeJICA B CEeOJIO C3aau. Tonbko ceityac KOpTHI/I
3aMeTHsla MeKCuKaHIla. Ee HUCIIyT'aHHBIE I''Ta3d BCTPETUIINCE C €T0 MPAYHO-CEPBE3HBIM B3TJIAOOM.
ITOT B3T/IA0 MTHOBEHHO IIPUBOOUII €€ B OeIeHCcTBO.

— IToxoxke, TH TakK 1 He CHeJlall BLIBOLOB M3 CBOMX O1IN60K, PoMupo? — chbsa3Buia oHa. OH Harmio
YXMBITTBHYJICS:

— A THI Bce Tak Xe 1ojiHa orH4, bella? Ho si, 1 coenan BeiBogbl. — OH rnsiHy Ha [J:KuMa. — MEI He
CITBIIIIANIM HY OIHOT'O BEICTPENa, CEHBOP. UTO BH caenanu ¢ Yarmocom?

— POBHBIM cCueTOM HMYETr0, — OTBETHJ TOT. — MHe He NMPUIIIOCh C HUM BCTPETUThCS. OHA ObIna y
PEeKu.

— Tak OH ¥ He 3HaeT, YTO OHa y HaCc? — CIPOCUJI [TapeHb C AJIMHHBIM JIULIOM U PHIKKAMU
3aKpy4yeHHBIMU ycaMu. — BoT 3mopoBo! OH OyHeT CIIOHSATHCS TaM, 0XKUas ee BO3BpallleHus, a OHa He
npuget! — OH 3axoxoTan. — KpacHokoxue Tynel. UHTEpeCcHO, 4epe3 CKOJIBKO YacOB OH IOUMET, 4TO
OHa mpormana?

— Trl He paB, — TUXO0 cka3anl PoMupo. — Mou amigos ¥ g OOIyCTUJIU OILJIOIIHOCTb, HEIOOLEHUB
3TOro uHpenna. YTo 10 MeHs, TO 51 He YCHY CIIOKOWHO, ITI0Ka OH He yMpeT. Ecnu BEl He IPUKOHYUTE
€ro, 9TO caealo .

KOpTHI/I YyThb HE PA3PbIAaidCh, HO IMOHAJIA, YTO CJIe3aMU MEKCHKaAHIId HE IIPDOHSATE. Yaumoc ogepaxKai
BepX Hafx POMI/Ipo, " TOT PBAJICA CBECTHU C HUM CYHETEI. Hukakue MoIn0BI He IIOMOT'YT, OHHY JIMIIb
IMOACTETHYT €ro.

BricTpo 06yMaB CUTyaluio, OHAa CKas3asa:

— O, cnacu6o, Pomupo. A 1o 51 6osimack, 4to Yaumoc pemuT, OyATo 5 ynasna B PeKy, ¥ He CTaHeT
UCKaTh MEH4.
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— 9TO0 OHa CepPLe3HO? — CIPOCUII JIMHHOIMILIM, a ToToM oOpaTuicsa K KopTHu:
— Te1 x04elrb, YTOOB KPAaCHOKOXKUHN yMep?

— He roBopu rinynocreii! — B ee ToHe IIpo3By4aia HaiMeHHas CHUCXOOUTEIbHOCTh. — YaHOO0C He
ympeT. OH CIHUIIKOM yMEH, U ero He 3acTaTh BpaciioxX. Ho Kak OH y3HaeT 0 TOM, YTO CO MHOMU, eCllu
He YBUIOUT HAKOTO U3 Bac?

— Tl HE cAUIIKOM r00uIIb, PoMupo, BEPHO, Tamoyka? — XMBEIKHYT KpacaBYMK ¥ CKa3ajl OCTaIbHBIM:
— 3abynpTe 0 HeM. Ecu KpaCHOKOXKUY IOTOHUTCS 32 HaMHU, 1 BO3bMY €ro Ha ce0sl.

OueBUOHO, HUKTO, BKJII0OYass POMUPO, HE YCOMHUIICS B €70 CITOCOOHOCTSIX, TIOCKOJIbKY OHU OBUHYIIHCH
B IIyTh. KopTHU ¢ 006eryeHneM B3oxHYya: YaHOoC craceH!

A BOoT oHa HeT. BCcKope mocJie TOro, KakK OHY IepelnpaBuiIuCh yepe3 peky, KpacaByuk fa BOJIIO
pykKawm, u, Korfia oH mopobpascs K ee rpynsmM, KopTHu 3agoxHysach ot 6emeHcTBa. OHa C
OTBpAllleHUEM CTPSXHYJIA Harlylo PyKy. Ho OH TyT XKe 3a1oMus ee pyku 3a crnuHy. Ot 60mu Ha
rja3ax y Hee BBICTYIUJIU CJIe3HL.

— He IoyTHu CO MHOH, JIamo4kKa, — 3710 IIpomenTall KpacanI/IK. — TrI Beb HE CTaHeIllb OTPHUIIATH, YTO
OTHaBallaCh KOMaH4U. ITO JeJIaeT Te0sI 3aKOHHOMH JIO6I:>I‘-I€I>1.

Pyka, mepxaBIlast IOBOJbSI, OBUHYJIACh BBEPX IO €€ KUBOTY U TPyAsM. Jlomaap marHysia B CTOPOHY,
TPSIXHYB IpuBoit. KOpTHU 3aKMypuiacsk, npeBo3Moras 60/1b B IIjleYax U pyKax.

— Cuwuraii, Tebe 0BE3JI0, JIAal0YKa, YTO 5 OJI0KU Ha Tebd Iry1a3, — IPoJoJiKajl oH. — f He
OAMyIny K Tebe OCTaIbHBIX, €CITH THI OyIelb MOKIaAuCcToN. Taumop xoueT, YTOOH! Thl BEPHYJIACH K
HEMY, HO, TTOKa MBI 3[IeCh, ST PEIIU/I BO3HArpaguTh ce0s 3a Tpyawl. Cama pelai, yCTPOUT T Tebs
TaKOM BapHaHT.

OH ortmycTun ee pyku. KopTHu Monydana. [Ja ¥ 94TO Morja CKa3aTh abCOMOTHO 6e33aluTHas
XKEeHIIHA"?

U Bce Xe oHa He coOupasnach cuaBaThcsi 6e3 60s. HecMoTpst Ha CMa3nuBYi0 GU3NOHOMUIO
KpacaBurka, OHa HCIIBITEIBAJIa OTBPAIEHHE K er0 TPyORIM TPUKOCHOBeHUSIM. EfiBa 60716 B mtede
ormycTuiia, KopTHu, 3a06BIB 0 ITOCIIEICTBUSX, Iajla MY ITOHSITh, YTO AYMaEeT O ero KEeCTOKOCTH.

C cumoii TKHYB €ro JIOKTEM B JKMBOT, OHA IIONBEITallaCh COCKOYHUTD C JIOIIafu. 3aBsizanach 6oprba. OH
yoapui ee B yxo, Ho KopTHYU npoponXKaina ApaThCs, II0Ka ero pyKu He 00XBaTUIINA €€ CTaIbHBIM
KOJbIIoM. TyT OHA yKe He MOTJIa faxXKe MIEeBETbHYThC.

— Xopo1to ke, — 37100HO0 Mpopbiya oH. — 9 moHs Tebst. [Toka Mbr eileM, 1 TeOsT He TPOHY, HO
MOJIMCH, YTOOHI 5T OCTHII K Beuepy, KOToa MbI YCTPOUM IIPHUBAJ.

B 9TOT MOMEHT, CJIOBHO B MIOATBEPXKAEHUE €TI0 YTPO3kl, Hebeca mpope3ana spKasi BCIBIIIKA MOTHUH,
3a HeW IMocieioBa CTPAIlHbIA packaT rpoMa. MOIIHEIY TUBEHb 00PYIIUIICS Ha HUX BOLOMAAO0M, U
KpacaBuuk, IpepBaB CBOIO I'PO3HYIO PeYb, BEIYAUI U3 CYMKU HEITPOMOKaeMBIH IjIall 1 Habpocus Ha
HUX 000MX, a TOTOM IIPUILIIOPHII JIOIIalb, YTOOH! JOTHATH OCTAJTbHBIX.

['maBa 28

— Yo cramo c [Ipitpom Tpackom?
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KopTtHu pemmnna He oTBe4yaTs POMUPO, fa OHA ¥ He 3Haja OTBETa.

OHa cupena y KOCTpa, AepKa B pyKax Tapenky ¢ 606aMu, K KOTOPLIM [TOYTH He IIPUTPOHYIACh: KUBOT
ee CBOOUJIO OT CTpaxa.

Bruxke K Beuepy HOKMOb ITEPECTall, ¥ OHKU YCTPOUIM MTPUBa B O0jiee TyCTOM YacTH jieca, BRHICOKO B
CaHICTOHCKMX ropax. KopTHu oxumnana, 4To KpacaBumk moOLET ee, HO OH, CIEPHYB ee C Cefa,
3aHSIJICS CBOEH JIOIIafbIo, a TeIepb 0 YeM-TO BIIOJIT0JIOCA IIePErOBapUBaICS C MJIMHHOUIIBIM,
KOTOpOro 3Banmu ®parkoM. O6a BpeMs OT BpeMeHHu 6pocay Ha Hee KOChIe B3TJISIE, U OT 3TOTO OHA B
KOHIIE KOHI[OB B3BUJIACh.

— Yro-10 He Tax, bella?

— IJTOT yOuUiilla, IOX0XKKHI Ha aHTesa, COOUpPaeTCs MeHsI U3HACUIIOBATh, a THI ellle CIIPAIlUBaelIb, YTO
He Tak? — OTBeTHIa oHa Pomupo.

['ma3a ee GnecTenu OT THEBA, a BOJIOCH, ITOJICBeUEHHEIE OTHEM KOCTPa, OT/IMBau 3010ToM. Ho B 3TOT
MoMeHT KOopTHHY He oyMasia O CBOel BHEITHOCTH U He IIOf03peBasia 0 TOM, KaK CHUJILHO XOTell ee
Pomupo.

— He Mory ocyxmaTh ero 3a 3To, s ¥ caM Iopa3BieKcs Ovl ¢ To6oi. Mou amigos nomgenunu Ovl TeOs,
HO He KpacaBuuk.

— A THI HE MOXKeIllb OCTAaHOBUTL €r0”?

— Tor mytunrs, bella? — YouBneHHbIN, OH OTCTYNIXN Ha mar. — HUKTO He OCMENUTCS BCTaTh Ha
mopore y atoro napHs. OH 4OKHYTHIM. EMy Bce paBHO, KOTO yOUBaTh U 3a 4TO.

— Yanpoc He cTpycun Obl Tepeq HUM.
— Ho ero 3pecso Her.
— OH nosiButcsd, Pomupo, — npenynpenusna oHa. — He comHeBaiics! Ero rnasa Cy3unucs.

— Korga Mbl BUAEIUCE C TOOOM B HpOlHJ'IBIfI pa3, THI, IOMHUTCHA, YBEPMAJIA, YTO €MY Ha TeOs
HaIlJiIeBaThb.

— C Tex mMop MHOTOe U3MeHunnochk. — OHa MOCMOTpesa Ha OTOHb U fo0aBuia:
— Temneps g ero XeHIIHA.

— Dios! — Pomupo Beipyrasncs. — JIymaio, MHe OblsIo ObI CIIOKOMHEE Iy TelIeCTBOBaTh 0gHOMY. Kakoro
yepTa 5 CBSI3aJICS C 3TUMU IpuaypkKaMmu? TBoe 00611ecTBO Hebe30ImacHo.

— Iywmato, T TpaB, — KopTHY cTapanach TOBOPUTh HEOPEXKHO, — HO Cedyac 3TO yXKe He UMeeT
3HAYEHUS: BAaM BCE PABHO [IaJleKO HEe YHUTH, BOT pa3Be YTO THl yeHellb OfuH.

KoptHu GpICcTpO cooOparkaia, yoacTcs v et yoeouTs ux Bcex 6pocuts ee. Her, Bpspn mu. KpacaBuuk
He U3 TeX, KOT0 JIETKO 3alyraTh: OH CIIUIIKOM yBepeH B cefe. M Bce xKe YeM MEHbIIIE UX OCTAaHETCS,
TeM 0OJIbllle Y Hee MIaHCOB Ha mo0er.

— Yanpoc HaBE€PHAKaA HallleJlI Halllk CJIEOBI IO OOXKOd, — CKa3aJla OHa POMPIpO. — OH CKODPO IIOSABUTCSA
30€eChb.
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— YTpOM TBI COMHEBAJIACh B 3TOM, XO0TA Y Te0s1 OblJIa BO3MOXKHOCTh IIOCTIaTh MEHS Ha CMEPTE. Ho th
CKa3aJla, 4TO OH...

— 4 ckasana Tak, 4TOOBI TH HE HapPBAJICA Ha IIYJII0. — KOpTHI/I I[102KaJla IIje49aMu. — Hey}KeHI/I TEI
AyMa€lIllb, 9TO 1 X041y YbeU-TO CMepTI/I? Ho ceituac 51, Kaxercs, YZXKe He CMOT'y IIOMOYb HUKOMY K3 BaC.

[Tocne monroro HampsKeHHOTO MOJTYaHusT POMUPO ITOBTOPHUIT CBOM IEPBHIM BOIIPOC:
— Yo crtano c [Isiipom?

— Yanpgoc MHe 3TOro He cKa3lall.

— Ho THI cama Ovlnia TaMm.

— Her, meHs TaMm He On110. OH Bejesl MHE eXaTh BIIepen, IIOTOMYy 4TO XOTEJI KO€ O YeM IIOTOBOPHUTE C
TpaCKOM, HO CYHTAJI, YTO MHE€ He3a4Y€M 3TO CIIBIIIATh.

— Ou nocnan Tebs BIepen OOHY, 3HAsI, YTO TaM MUHAEHIIH? — CIIPOCHJI POMUPO C COMHEHHEM.

— OH OB yBepeH B Moeii onHoM 6e3onmacHoCTH. — OHa pellusia YyTh-4yTh IPEeyBEIUYUTh, Bellb
PoMupo He MOr 3HATH O TOM, YTO TaM OBLI BCEr0 OOUH UHeell. — S TOIbKO BUuepa BHIACHUIIA, UTO 3TH
MHIeUIE — ero Ipy3bs, OH BCerfa-C HUMU nyTellecTByeT. OHU exanu ¢ HaMu oT camoro KaHsaca, HO
IepXKajuch Ha PacCTOSHUU. YaHOOC 3HaeT, Kak 5 00I0Ch MHIEHIIEB.

— Si. B Ty HOYb MBI BULETIM TPOUX U3 HUX, MHaUe g Obl BEPHYJICS U crlac Tpacka.

— Tpoux? — KopTHu OBICTPO CIIpaBUJIach C YOUBAEHUEM. YTO XK, BEIXOAUT, OHA He oOMaHyJja ero. —
4 npocTo HuUKOrma... To ecTh 5 mojarana... B obmem, eqBa mu Tpack BHIPBAJICS OTTYAA KUBHIM.
YanHpoc cKasall, 4To He yOuBas ero, HO... HO OH TakxXe YIOMSHYJI U 0 TOM, 4TO Tpack BUHOBEH B
y2KaCHBIX IIPECTYIIJIEHUAX, a IIOTOMY U MOJIy4Yua 10 3aciayraMm. Moxet, YaHOoC 3aCTaBuUJl €ro UATH B
KaH3ac nemkoM, HO He UCKJII0YEHO, YTO OH IIPOCTO OCTABUJI €T0 TaM...

KopTHU CcynopoxKHO CrioTHyNIa. [1a, 9T0 OBUI0 BO3MOXKHO, ¥ 3TO CBUAETEIHCTBOBAJIO O XKECTOKOCTH U
XJlagHOKpoBUU YaHpoca.

Ecnu on octaBun Tpacka MHAEHIIaM, TO YeEM TOT 3aCJTyKUJI TaKyi0 Ka3Hb? MoXKeT, yOUT TeX, C KeM
YaHnoC roBOPUII B CBOEM IOPSYEYHOM CHE?

— OTH KOMaHYH eIlle 30ecCh? — CIIPOCHUI POMI/IPO, TPEBO2XKHO OT'TAObIBAs OEPEBbS.

— Ha. Korga yrpom [IkuM DBaHC IOACTEPEr MeHs Ha pedKe, s CHadaja IPUHSIIIA ero 3a OOHOT0 U3
HUX.

— 3HAYUT, OHU MOTYT IoexaTh ¢ YaHOOCOM, YTOOL BEPHYTh TeOs?

KopTHu noyyBCTBOBasa MPUJIUB HageXkasl. — EoBa M, — oTBeTUA OHa. — 3aueM? OH u 6e3 Hux
CIIPABUTCS C BaMu. Pa3Be OH yXke He [I0Ka3aJl 9TO OJHAXKOB? POMUPO KUBHYII:

— 41 mymato, bella, nms MeHs Nydile pacIpouaThCs ¢ TO6O0M, ¥ KaK MOXKHO CKopee. — C 3TUMHU
CJI0BAaMM MEKCHKAHEIl YIAIUJICS C IOJISHEL

— O, THL YTO, YXOOUIIL? — OKJIUKHYIa ero KopTHu.

Ee ycneimanu. Kpacasuuk BcTas, nperpaxpgas Pomupo mopory.
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— B yeM memo? — pe3Ko CIIPOCHUIT OH.
— 4 moMor BaM HalTH XKeHIIKUHY. 9To OBII0 omKuOKOM. BaM He ciegoBano TporaThk ee.
— Ilouemy? — 03apmadyeHHO CIIpocu [IKuMm.

— CeHbOp, 9T0 XKeHIMMHA YaHgoca, a 3HAYUT, OH IPUAET 3a HEW. Y MeHS HET OXOTH BCTPEYaThCs C
HUM.

— 3HAYMUT, THl PEIINJI, YTO JIy4Ille yeXaTh celiyac — HOYbI0, OMHOMY? — YIUBIIEHHO CIIPOCHUII
Ixum. — Cymacumenmuii!

B pasrosop Bmemancs Kpacapuuk:
— YeMm 3TO, HUHTEPECHO, OHa Te0s Tak 3amyrana’?
— OHa xXeHmmuHa YaHOoca.

— Iymaeliib, MBI TIOBEPHUM, YTO KPACHOKOXKEMY-TIOJTYKPOBKe He 6e3pa3nuyHa cynb0a 0emoi
JXKEeHIIUHE? — ycMexHycsa OpIHK.

KopTHu nopasuso To npe3peHue, ¢ KOTOPEIM PoMupo 06Best BIrIsIOOM MYKUYMH U MEJIEHHO
IIPOU3HEC:

— 4 Bufen, 4TO 3TOT IMOJYKPOBKA CHejajl C MOMMH amigos, a TOTla OHa elrle He Obljla ero XXKeHIIMHON
— OH TOJIBKO COIIPOBOXK[AJ ee. A ceryac y Hero eCTb Ha Hee IIpaBa. 3HaeTe JIU Bhl, YTO AejlaeT
KOMaH4Y¥ C TeM, KTO IIOXUILAEeT ero XKEeHIIUHY?

— OH KOMaHY¥ TOJIbKO HAIOJIOBUHY, — 3aMeTHUI [[2KUM.

— OpHako, CeHbOp, 3TO AejlaeT ero BABOMHE omnacHee, nO0 OH MOXKET yOUBaTh M Kak OeJlbll, U Kak
KoMaH4u. Mul yrinyounuch Ha MHpelckyo TeppuTopuio, u 60I0Ch, OH IIPUET 3a CBOEU KEHIIUHOM He
OOWH.

[>XKuM CcypoBo rigHyI Ha KopTHU.
— Torpa TH ocTaHembes, Pomupo, — pacnopsapuics oH. — HaMm nmoHagoOUTCst KaXK bl PEBOJIBBED...

— Ilycts youpaetcsi, — mepedus ero KpacaBuuk ¢ mpe3puUTeIbHON YCMEUIKOH. — ¢ He X0y, YTOOBI
MeHS TPUKPBIBa TPYC. MHe BooO1Ile He HYKHO ITPUKPHITHE. f nmydlne uX BceX, IBAHC, BOT MOYEMY T
¥ B35IJI MEHS C COOO0H.

Ycneias, 4TO ero Ha3Banau TpycoM, Pomupo Hanpsarcsa. KopTHY MoHsNa, 4YTO 3aeTa ero ropgocTts. B
CJIeYIOMIYI0 CEKYHMy OHa 3aKphlja YIIH, KPUKHYB:

— Her!

POMI/IpO IIOTAHYJICA 3a PEBOJIBBEPOM, U TYT K€ IIPO3BYy4dall BRICTPEII. KpacanI/IK IIoOTBEPOUII CBOU
CJIOBa OEeJIoM. KOpTHI/I C Y2KaCOM CMOTpe€Jia, KaK KPOBb 3aJIMBA€T I'Pydb MEKCHKaHIIa. OH mMennIeHHO
IIOBaJIMIICA Ha 3€MIJII0 B 3aCThIJI.

KpacaBuuk ymeibancs. Ot aTo¥ ynbibku KopTHE CTamo gypHO.

— BoT 4 momokuIM KOHel[ TOM MaHuKe, KOTOPYIO TH BeI3Basia, Jlall04yKa.
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KopTHu cornymnace, u ee BhIpBano. KpacaBYuk MmopoIesn K Hew.

— 4 He 3HAa7, YTO TH TakKas HeXHas, Jlalloyka, — CKa3aJjl OH CO CMEeXOM, — a TO IpeRynpenun Obl,
YyTOOHRI THI HE CMOTpEIA.

— Thl... THI HAPOYHO pa33afopHU €ro, — CcKalaja OHa.
— Bo3moxHo.
— He «B03MOKHO», a Tak U eCTh! — 3aKpuyasa oHa. — THl XOTeJ YOUTh ero. 3a 4To?

— Ha TBoeM MecTe 51 OBl He CTajl TaK BO3MYIIATHCS, — XOJIOOHO 3aMEeTUJI OH. — Thl caMa BHIHYOUIA
€ro OTKPHIThCS. f He /0010 TPYCOB, BOT U BCeE.

KoptHau 3acTtoHana. Heyxkenu oHa BUHOBaTa B CMepTH MeKcuKaHIa? Het, 970 10Xkb! MoXeT, OHa U
IIpeyBeInYniia IPo3sIIyI0 eMy OIaCHOCTh, HO OHA XXe He 3acTaBisiiia POMUPO XBaTaThCA 3a
peBombBep. ITo caenan KpacaB4uk.

— 4 cuuTana guKapsgIMu KOMaHYell, HO IUKaph TH, — Ipoiaumneia KopTHuU.

KpacaBuuk mpubau3uiIcs K Hei C CaMBIM 3JT0OHBIM BUIOM, ¥ KOPTHH He COMHeBasach, YTO Celyac OH
yOapuT ee, HO OH TOJIBKO AEPHYII ee, IONHNMas Ha HOTH.

— Iymato, Bcst Oefia B TOM, 4TO S CJIUIIIKOM JIOITO ITpeHebperan To0oi, manoyka. — KopTHu
TIOTIRITAJIach BEICBOOOAUTE PYKY, HO OH KPEIKO fepxKaj ee. — OpaHK, yOepu MeKCUKaHIa ¥ He CIIEeIIn
Has3af. A ThI, [I2KUM, eCJTi TaK OOUIITbCS UHOEHUIIEB, TOUOU U pa3Bemall 00CTaHOBKY, — PaCIOPSIAUIICS
KpacaBuuk.

KopTHu nobnenuena.

— Het! — 3akpryana oHa. — IBaHC, HEYXKEJIH Thl IIOCMEEITb OCTaBUTh MEHS C 3TUM Yy OBUILEM?
JBaHC!

kUM IBaHC, faXke He B3TJISHYB Ha Hee, IOAXBATUII CBOIO BUHTOBKY U yiell. ®paHK, He o0Opaias Ha
Hee HUKAKOT0 BHUMAHHUS, MOTAIIUI TPy PoMupo ¢ nmonsHel. Teneps KopTHU ocTanack ¢
KpacaBuukom. OH ellle Kpemye CxKaJl ee PyKy, ¥ X0J0gHast 37100a B ero BaCHUIbKOBHIX Tla3ax
yXKacHya ee.

— ¢ BoBCe He X0Teja... Ha3BaTh Te0s TaK, — CO CTPpaxOM Ha4dalla OHa.
— KoHeuHO, He X0TejTa, JlalloykKa.

OH He BepuIl e#, ¥ KopTHY MOHKMMaJIa, YTO OT HETO HejIb3s KOaTh moiaabl. OmHaXKIbl, 04eHb JaBHO,
OHa npocuia bora faTh et My»KeCTBO BCTPETUTL CMEPTH 0€3 C1e3 ¥ CTeHAHUM. ITO OBIIO BO BpEMS
HaJjleTa UHJENIIeB, KOTa XKU3Hb ee BUCella Ha Bojiocke. C KpacaBuMKOM CJI0XKUIach HE MeHee
yrpoxaromas cutyauusi, ¥ KopTHu npukasasa cefe He OIyCKaThCs [0 OeCIoe3HbIX Clie3 U IPOChHD.

['HeB npupan e CMENOCTHU.
— JlagHO, g X0Tesa cKa3aTh TO, YTO CKa3asa! Thl THyCHBIU, KECTOKHUH. ..

Ee 1mexky o60xkro oraem. XiectHyB KopTau mo nmuily, KpacaBuuk TyT ke OPOCHIT ee Ha 3eMITIO,
HaBAJIUBILUCH CBePXy BceM TejioM. OlresioMieHHas, OXBaueHHas yKacoM, OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAsIa, KakK
€T0 POT BIIMBAETCS B ee T'yOHl, el CTal0 HeYeM IBIIIaTh.
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Temeps OHa BUENA, YEM OTIMYAETCS CTPACTh OT XKUBOTHOM MOX0TH. KpacaBunk HaMepeHHO
TpUYUHST ei 6071k, HO KOpTHYU 3Haa, YTO HACTOSINAs, CTpalIHas 60Jb elle BIepey.

Ero 3}7651 IIPOIIITKHCE II0 €€ IMeKe, CIIYCTHUIIUCh Ha LIel0. KOpTHI/I Kpru4dalia U, CXBAaTUB KpacanI/IKa 3a
BOJIOCHI, TAHYJIA €TI0 I'OJIOBY Ha3a[. Ho 3to He IIPOU3BOAMIIO HA HETO HU MaJIeUIEero BIeYaTIeHUs, OH
JIUIITE THYCHO YCMeXaJICd, IIOTJIsAAbIBas Ha Hee.

— Ecnu TH mo3BosTHIIG ce0e OobIlle, — 3adbIXasiCh, IPOroBOpuiIa OHa, — YaHmoc yoreT Tebs.
— THI ellle He TOHsIIA, JIanoyKa? TBOM KPAaCHOKOXKHH-TIOIYKPOBKA HE IyraeT MeHsI.

— He GosiTbCsa ero MoxeT ToNbKO Aypak! OH cxBaTun KopTHYU 3a ropsio U cTaji MeJjIeHHoO,
0e3kasloCTHO cxKUMaTh ero. KopTHu noBuIa pTroM Bo3ayX. OH 3aCTaBUII €€ TOMYUUTHCS IPUMEPHO C
MUHYTY, IOTOM OTIIyCTWUJI. B crnemytommumit MoMeHT KpacaBuuK OJHUM PHIBKOM Pa30pBajl ei O11y3Ky
BMeCTe C COPOYKOU U IIpoliapanas HOI'TeM IJINHHYI0 KPAaCHYI0 4epTy BIOJIb €€ TPYIU.

— CoBeTy10 MONpUAEPXKATh SI3BIK, — XOJIOMHO CKa3aj OH. — & y2Ke HacJyIancs oT Te6s CTOIbKO
B3[I0pPa, CKOJILKO HE CJIBIXMBAJI 3@ BCIO JKU3Hb.

— 3HAYMT, HUKTO PAHbIIe He TOBOPUII TeOe IpaBay?

KOpTHI/I caMa He IIOBEPHJIa, YTO OCMEJINIaCh CKa3aTh TaKOe€. OH ongaTh HaOTMalllb yoapui ee 1mo
meke. Crnessl BBICTYIIMJIM Y HEE€ Ha I'la3aX, HO B KOpTHI/I CJIOBHO BCeNHICcst 6ec — OHa YZ&Ke He MOrJjia
OCTaHOBUTLCA.

— Tt He yuen omHoro. KpacaBumk, — cKa3aja OHa, TSXKeJO ObllIa, — YOUB 4eloBeKa, KOTOPBIH
BCTPETHUJICS C TOOOM OfMH Ha oguH. KoMaH4Yu Tak He BOIOIOT. Eciu TH UM ITOHamOOUIIILCS, 3a TOOOMH
IPUAYT Cpa3y IATEPO UMK 1ecTepo. [la, Thl yMeelb OLICTPO BEIXBATHIBATH PEBOJIbBED, HO YTO TeOe
3TO MACT TOraa?

— MekcuKaHIIa ThHI 3allyrajia 3TUM xe? — CIIPOCHUII OH, IIPE3PUTETTbHO YCMEXHYBIIIUCE.

— Hert, — oHa nokayasna rojioBod; — 5 CKa3aja eMy, 4To YaHOC CKOpee BCero NMpupeT ofguH. EmMy He
Hy2KHa ITOMOIIb, YTOOKI CIIPABUTHCS C TAKUMU ITOJOHKAMH. ..

[TarnbIlel €T0 BIUIIKCH €¥ B TPyaAb, U KopTHU 3akpuyana. [pyroi pykoi oH OBICTPO 3aKPHLI €M POT, HO
OHa yKycuia ero, u KpacaBuuk OTAEPHYT PYKY.

— Yanpoc! — kpukHya KopTHHU, MOHKMMas, 4TO 3TO 6eCII0Ie3H0, HO el TaK HyXKHa Obljla cedac XOTh
MU3epHas Hafexkaa.

— Cyka! — B3peBen KpacaBuuk. — 4 Teb4...

Ho oH He JOKOHYMI: XKYTKUM KPUK OTJIAaCUJI OKPECTHOCTH, 3acTaBuB KpacaBumka 3amondarh. Oba
TIOXOJIOMIeJIN, YCIIBIIIaB 3TOT KPUK CMePTeIbHOM 60mu. 3aTeM pasfascs elle ofuH, 60yee yKaCHBIM.
KT0-TO mpopuparsncs CKBO3b KYCTHI, ¥ BCKOpe OHM yBUAenu ®paHKa, BIETEBIIETO Ha MOISAHY.

— YepT mobepu! — 3ampxasich, MporoBopuil oH — OHU B3sIM IBaHCca!
KpacaB4yukK BCKOYHUJI, BHIXBAaTHUB PEBOJILBED:
— MoxeT, 3T0 MeaBenb MU NUKasa KOIIKa?

— EpBa nu TH caM B 3TO BepHillb, — cKa3ana OpaHK, — 3T0 cTapsiil TPOK. OHU OyIyT MYYUTH €0 BCIO
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HOYb HAIIPOJIET, YTOOBI MBI CJIBIIIAJIA €T0 KPHKH. Torma, Mo UX MHEHHIO, K YTPY MEHI OfypeeEM
HaCTOJIBKO, YTO HaC MOZKHO 6y11eT B34Th T'OJILIMU PYKaMU.

KpacaBuuk HalipaBui peBoiIbBep Ha KopTHU:
— BcraBau! Bygem cmaTeiBaTh yoouku. OHa Me[JIeHHO ITOAHSIacCh C 3€MJIH.

— A s gymara, TH X04elllb BCTPETUTHCS C HUM, — C M3[eBKOM IIPOT0BOPHIIa OHA U IIOJIyYHIIa 3a 9TO
elle OlHy 3aTPEIIuHY.

He ynepxaB paBHoBecusi, KopTHu ymasna, 601pHO yIapuBIIKCh 0 3eMiio. OHa cupesa, Jep:Kach OHON
PYKO¥ 3a JIUII0, a APYTo¥ MPUKPHIBAsi Pa30pBaHHYIO Ha Tpyau 61y3Ky. KopTHu mocMoTperna Ha
KpacaBuunka, ¥ OH YBU[IEJI B ee I'1a3aX HeIPUKPHITYI0 HEHABUCTS.

— THI ¢ Helt Tonerye, — ckasal @pSHK, — KpPpOMe Hee, HaM He4YeM C HUMH TOProBaThCA.

— M=l yxonuM, — yBepeHHO oTBeudan KpacaBuuk. — Ecnu Hac 3mech He OyfieT, HaM He IPULETCS U
TOPrOBaThCH.

— Hawm Hemnb3st yxonuth. HaBepHsIKa OOUH M3 HUX celiyac CAEOUT 3a HaMHU ¥ He [acT HaM YUTHU Tak
npocto Ham mpupeTcs cHavasna yopaThk ero ¢ JOPOTrH, HO OHU YCJIBIIIAT BEICTPEITHL.

KpacaBT-II/IK 3HaJI, 4TO (DPSHK IIpaB. On OrJIAfesiCs, IIBITadCh OIIPEOEIInTh, I'Je 3aCell KOMaH4YHu, 1
KOpTHI/I, XOTh U Hally'aHHa/d, UCIIBITAJIa 3JI0PaJHO€ YOOBOJIECTBUE, 3aMETHUB €TI0 CTPaX. BceM um 6n1710
qero 605{TBC${, HO IIPUYHUHEI Y BCEX ObLIH Pa3HEIE.

®pauK omubCs HacyeT IBaHca. [IPOUINIO NeCSTh MUHYT; He CIBIIIA KPUKOB, OHU PEIIUIIM, YTO DBAHC
MepTB. ®pa3HK U KpacaBuuK mojarasiu, YTO UHAEUIB NPUIIK 3a KOpTHH, HO OHa COMHeBaiach B
atoM. [1061M30CTH MOTTIM TPOE3XKaTh UHAEHIIH, He UMeBIlIe HUKAKOT0 OTHOIIEHHUS K IPY3bsIM
YaHupgoca, u TOorga ey IpeACcTOosJIo BCKOpe yMepeTh BMecTe ¢ KpacaBunkoMm u OpsHKOM.

— MHe HyXeH peBOnIbBep, — CKa3ana KopTHY, IOgHABIINCEH HA HOTH.
— Yepra C fBa TH €ro moiay4duilns! — psaBkHYI KpacaByuk.

— Heyxenu y Te6s1 COBCEM HET MO3T0B? — BCIbIIHIA KOPTHH. — MOXKET, s ¥ He CJIHIIKOM YMeJIO
oOpalaioch ¢ OpyKHUEM, HO MOTY 3aCTPENIUTh TOTO, KTO OKaXKeTCS MPSIMO IIepeo MHOM.

— Ara, K IpuMepy MeHs.
®poHK XUXUKHYT, 1 KOPTHU CTUCHYJA 3yOHl OT 37I0CTH.

— HeyxXenu BBl He TIOHUMaETe, YTO TaM MOXKET OBITh KTO YTOIHO? — CEPOUTO CIIPOCUiia OHa. — He
WCKJII0YEHO, YTO 9TO BOBCE He YeJIOBEK, a 3Bepb — MHI Ke 00JIbllle He CIIBIIIaIl KPUKOB. A BOPYT C
OBaHCOM IIPOU30ILIe]I HeCYaCTHBIN CIydau?

— Ilpu HecuacTHOM CciIy4yae 4ejoBeK He OyeT Tak BOIUTh, — 3aMeTun OpaHK.

— Hy nagHo, — cornacunack Kopteu. — Ho MHe Hafo Koe-4To BaM CKa3aTk. He 1moxoxe, 4To 3TO
Yanpoc. OH He ycmen 6b Tak OBICTPO moOpaThes cioma. Ha gHSAX ero yKycusia 3Mest, ¥ OH OBLI elle He
COBCEM 37I0POB, KOTIa IBAHC 3aXBaTUJI MeHs. BoT mouemy s He XoTesa, 4ToOs PoMUPO BCTpedascs
Yanpmocom. YaHpoc elrle cIUIIKOM citab, st 60s1ach 3a Hero. KoHeYHO, B OKpyTe eCTh U Apyrue
MHOEWIIb, HO C Yero OHU NpHefyT cracaTh MeHs? Bumemnu nu Bel, 4TOOB KOMaHUYM criacan 0eiyio
JKEeHIIUHY?
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— 4 Buxy mepen co0oii 6ey0 XKeHIUHY, KOTOpas T0TOBA Ha YTO YTOOHO, JTUIIL ObI 3aI0TyYUTh
peBobBep, — 0TO3BaCs KpacaBuuk. — Moxelrs TpelaTh 40 MOCUHEeHUS, HO Thl €70 He MOIYYHUIIIb.

— THrI...

KpacaBuuk paccBupernes:

— 3aTKHUCH, 1 [NOIKEH CIIBIIaTh, YTO TaM IPOUCXOOUT!

KoptHu, cTucHyB 3y0bl, 3aMondana. U TyT ®paHK yOUBIEHHO IPOOOPMOTAIT:
— He Bepio cBouM ria3aM! MepsaBel] CIIATUI — OH UAET ONUH!

KpacaBuuk u Koptau 00epHynuch. IT0 66T YaHAOC, ¥ OH HAMIPABIIAJICS K HUM IEHCTBUTEILHO ONMH.
Bepxom Ha IllyadyTe oH MeqmeHHO 00be3Kall EePEBbS, ITI0KA HEe 0KA3aJICS IPHMEPHO B OecsaTu GyTrax
oT HuXx. Ceparle KopTHH 3aHBIIO0 TPEBOKHO U pamocTHO. OH mpuiten 3a Hei! bonmbHOM, OH mpuexar ee
crnacaTh!

Brirnmsapmen oH yXkacHO: IByX[JHEeBHad IIeTHHA U MATas Ofiekaa II0AYepKUBaIU €T0 U3MOXKAEHHBIN
Bupa. OH maxe He Iepeonencs.

KpacaBuuk ycmexnysncs. PpsHK KPenKo gepzKajl CBOM PEBOJIbBED.

Y YaHpgoca ke B pyKax OBIJIM TOJIBKO TIOBOMIbSI, PEBOJILBEP BUCEJ Ha Iosice B KoOype. B3rnsHys Ha
KopTHHU, OH 3aMeTHUTI ee Pa30PBaHHYI0 OfEXKAY U HAMPSTCS.

— Bu1 oiuH, Mucrtep?

Yaupoc, He ynoctousB Op3HKa 0TBETOM, CIIEIIUJICS U HEeTOPOIIJIUBO BEICTYNUII Bliepen. KopTHU
3arausa OpIXaHue; PeBOJIbBepa OH TakK U He BHIHYJ, 1 OPHKY HEe COCTABIIAI0 HUKAKOIr0 Tpynaa
BEICTpeNuTh. Ho TyT OHa yBunena, 4To O®p3HK KoJie0IeTcs, HallyraHHBIY U COUTHIN C TOJIKY
xpabpocTrio YaHgoca. KpacaBuuk ToXke He ABUTasCS. BuguMmo, 06a pelnuin, 4YTo Ha HUX 13-3a KyCTOB
HalleJIeHH cTpesibl. OHM He MOTJIM MTOBEPUTH, UTO YaHAOC PUCKHYI MPUNTHU Ha MOJISTHY 0guH, 6e3
IIPUKPHITUA Apy3el-KoMaH4yed. IHTepeCcHO, Tak JI 3TO Ha caMOM felie?

— Brel YaHpoc? — crnpocun @psHK. YaHO0C KUBHYII:

— Ilo cnemaM BHUOHO, 4TO Bac 4eTBepo. [ e 4eTBepTHI?
KpacaBuuk ynelOHYIICS:

— Tebe mydiiie 3TOT0 He 3HATh.

— MekcukaHel MepTB, YaHOoCc, — cKa3ana KopTHu.

— 4 Benen Tebe 3aTKHYThCS! — PSIBKHYN KpacaBuuK, MOBEPHYBIIKUCH K HEN U 3aHECS PYKY OIS
ynapa.

— Jly4ie nomankusa!

CypoBniti ToH Yanpnoca octanoBusl Kpacasuuka. OH Me[jIeHHO OIIyCTUJI PYKY U C BEI30BOM
IIOBEPHYJICS K HeMy. KOpTHY, 0XBaueHHas TPEBOrOH, XKaja, 4YTO OH BEIXBATUT PeBoIbBep. Ho TyT
3arosopui OpsHK:
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— BrI He cripamuBaeTe PO JBaHCa. 3HAYUT, 3TO BHl YOUIH €ro?

— On xuB, — cka3aa Yaupgoc.

— Torpa 4To, 4epT BO3bMH, BH C HUM fenanu? OH opaa Kak pe3aHbIl.
— MHe He TOHPABHUJIOCH TO, YTO OH CKa3all, # ...

— Her, s He x04y 3TOrO CiblmaTh, Yangoc! — 3akpuyana KopTHU.

— [la, 9T0 He BaxXkHO, — corjacusucsa ®psHk. — Ho oH Xus?

— 4 ocTaBuUI PAOOM C HUM €r0 BUHTOBKY. KOPTHM He IOHSJa CMBIC/IA 3TUX CJIOB, HO MY>KUYHWHEI Cpa3y
MIOHSAH BCe. Temnepp, Korga HamepeHus YaHOoca He OCTaBIISA/IM COMHEHUM, pPa3rOBOPHI IIPEKPATUIIACh
¥ BO3[yX HA3JIEKTPU30BaJjICAa. Tpoe MyXKYKUH CTOSJIA B HAIIPSAKEHHOM MOJTYaHUM, 0KUAasa IEPBOTO
nBuxeHus. Ero coenan ®paHK. BCKUHYB peBOJIbBED, OH BEICTPEIUIL.

Koptau 3akpruasna. Hepsrl nogsenu OpsHKa: pyka ero OporHyJja, ¥ IyJid MpoJieTesia MUMO 1ienu B
TO 2Ke MTHOBeHMe B pyKe y HYaHAoca IOSABUJICS pPeBOIbBED. KpacaBUuK BEIXBATUII CBOM, HO YaHIOC
CTPEMUTELHO OPOCUIICS Ha 3eMJII0, CHesIaB [Ba BeICTpesa. [lepBeriil mopa3un ®psHKa B IPydb, OH
yMep MrHoBeHHO. OT BTOporo KpacaBuuK AepHYJICS BIIEpe[, BhIIY4YUB I/la3a OT YAUBIEHUS: OH He
yCIIeJI BEICTPENUTh HU pa3y. OH B3BeJl KyPOK, ¥ PEBOJIbLBED BHIJIETEN U3 €r0 PYKU IIPU TPEThEM
BhICTpesie YaHgoca. KpacaBuuK, afjas Ha KOJIEHU, TIOBEPHYJICS JTALIOM K KOpTHU:

— HaBepHoe... MHE CJiefoBaJIo... IOBEPUTH Tebe, TamoyvKa... 9TOT Mep3aBell... Y6I/IJ'[ MEH4.

OH 0511 eme xxuB. OH YMPET He cpa3y, HO CMepTh Hen30eXkKHa: C MPOCTPEIeHHBIMU KUIITKaMU [JOJIT0
He XuBYT. KpacaBuuk 3Han 3T0. Ero BacuibKOBbIe TJ1a3a OB ITOTHE yKaca.

YaHmoc MOJHSJICS C 3eMJTM U BEICTYIIMII BIiepen. JIWilo ero BrIpazkajao HEIPEKIOHHYIO PeIIuMoCThb. OH
nogoOpas ¢ 3emMyid peBoyibBep KpacaB4uKa U, He CBOAS I'J1a3 C Bpara, yopasl CBOi peBOIbBED B
kKoOypy. Hecmotps Ha 6011, KpacaBuuK MOHSII, YTO 3TO 3HAYHUIIO.

— T8I 0CTaBUI IBaHCY €r0 BUHTOBKY, — IIPOCTOHAJI OH, — OCTaBb MHEe MOU PEeBOJILBED.
— Her.

— YaHpgoc, Tel HE MOXKEIIb TaK MOCTYIUTh! — KpUuKHYyJa KopTHHU.

YaHpoc maxe He MOCMOTPEN Ha Hee — B3TJIA[ ero ObUT MpuKoBaH K KpacaBuuky.

— On npuunHUi Tede 007 ¥ pacylavydBaeTCs 3a 9TO.

— 3TO MHe pelaTh.

— Her, He Te6e. — OH GbICTPO B3rIsiHY Ha KOpTHH, a TOTOM CHOBa ycTaBuics Ha KpacaBuuka. —
Capuch Ha MOIO JIoIIaab, iequ. MEI ye3xaeM.

KopTau nobexaia K ero momany, Ho YaHOoC cpa3y MOHSJII, YTO OHA X04YeT yeXaTh MIPOoYb OT HETO,
pa3037IeHHAs ero KeCTOKUM camocynoM. Yanmoc Opocuics 3a KopTHY u moiiMarn ee 3a pykKy.

— O Bemp npuynHUI Tebe 607Ib, BEPHO? — XOJIOTHO CIPOCHUIT OH.

— Jla, HO OH He [ejaj TOTO, YTO THl AyMaellb. ETro 0CTaHOBUI KPUK JBaHCA.
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— Ho oH Bce-Taku IIPpUYNHUII Tebe 60JIB, d 3HA4YUT, HaKa3aHHue Hen30exHo. g Mor OB 3aCTAaBUTh €TI0
MYYHUTBCA HAMHOT'O OOJIBIIE.

OH otycTun ee pyky, 1 KopTHY KpUKHYNa:

— [MToueMy THI TaKO# MCTUTENbHEIN? Tebe Ke OH HUUero He cpenan!
— MoxeT, TH XKaJleelllb, YTo s mpuien 3a Tooou, Komausy I'mas3ku?
KopTtHu onyctuna rinasa:

— Her.

— Torga capuch Ha JIOIIagb U He cMel ye3xkaTh 6e3 MeHs. d u 6e3 Toro Ha Te0s1 cepaut. CerogHs
YTPOM THI He [lajla MHe 3HaTh, YTO momasa B 6eny. He 3acTaBinsiii MeHSI OISITh TOHSTHCS 3a TOOOH,
7eqy, s Bce paBHO Tebs Halify, maXke B IPeucCIofHel!

KopTHH, KOPOTKO KMBHYB, Hanpasuiach K [llyadyry. OHa 3munack Ha YaHmoca, COBEPIIEHHO 3a0bIB 0
TOM, 4TO eii crenyeT OBITh eMy 6rmaromapHoii. OH crac ee oT KpacaBuuka... HO BCe, 4YTO OHa BUfeJIa
cenyac, — 9TO €T0 CYypOBO€ JIUI[0 U XOJIOTHBIN B3I,

I'maBa 29

Yke B0 BTOpO# pa3 KopTHU nmoKKugana B HOUM KpPOBaBylo clieHy. OHa cugesna B cefijie Iepeq
YanpmocowM, oImiyInas ero HafexxHoe Temnno. OH onsaTh yOuBan u3-3a Hee. Tex, KTO IIpPecyeqoBa ero, OH
JIUIIL PaHUJ, a TeX, KTo o0umen ee, your.

Ho on 6111 3071 Ha Hee. EmBa oHKM 0CTaHOBUIIMCH, KaK YaHOoC He BeAepKasl. Korma oH CHEMAI ee C
JIOLIAAH, TOCKYTH Pa30pBaHHOM OJTy3KU pasyieTeNnuch, 00HaxuB Tejao KopTHU. M0XKeT, OT 3TOTO OH U
COpBaJCs, a MOXKET, OT IIepekKUTOro BoHeHHs. OH XKe He TOJIbKO yOMBas, HO ¥ caM ObIJT Ha BOJIOCOK
OT CMEPTH U Teleph Yepliai KU3HeHHYI0 9HEPTUI0 B CUASIIEN Ilepef] HUM [IeBYIIKE.

OH TakK HEHMCTOBO HaOpocuscs Ha Hee, 4To KopTHHU, maxe ecnu Obl U X0Tela, He CMOria Ob eMy
npoTUBHUTLCS. Ho ee He ucmyran 3ToT Hamop. OHa oIyIana JPoxkb BO30YKIEHUS, BEI3BAHHYIO €TI0
cTpacTeio. UTo X, ecnu YaHOOC X0YeT MMEHHO TaK YTBEPOUTHL CBOE MYXKCKOe Hayallo, OHa C
PaJoCThIO TIOHWIEeT eMy HaBCcTpeuy. KOpTHU U caMa XkeJtajia 0CBOOOTUTHCS OT MEPEXKUTHIX CTPAXOB U
BOJIHEHUH, U TONLKO YaHmoc criocobeH OBl M30aBUTH ee OT HUX.

K Tomy e OHa C HagexXmou mogyMaja O TOM, 4To ecyid YaHAoC X04eT JTo0UTh ee, 3HAYUT, He TaK VXK
1 30]1 Ha Hee.

Yaumoc onyctun KopTHE Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ TTPUIIAJ I'y0aMu K ee COCKY. TpaBa U KaMHHU KOJIOJIH ee Jyepes
OIexky, HO OHa IIOYTH He 3aMedasia 3TOTO.

KopTHu THx0 BCKpHKHYNa. YaHIOC 3acTOHa, 00XBAaTUB €€ PyKaMU CHU3Y U ellle Kpelue NpuxkaB K
cebe. OH Tepcs KUBOTOM O ee naXx. KOpTHY BCceM HyTPOM OINyIaia HaclaxaeHue, KOTopoe
IIPOHUKAJIO B Hee Bce Ty0xKe U IybxKe.

Ona He Mora 06y3maTh CBOIO CTPACTh: KyCajlach, laparnaach, TSHya ero K cebe. OH CIEepHY C Hee
100K¥, U ee TJla3a BCTPETUIKUCH C eT0 OTHEeHHKIM B3TIsimoM. OMyCTHUBIIKCH Ha KOJIEHW MEXIY ee HOT,
OH OTCTETHYJ peMeHb U KoOypy. [laxke B TEMHOTE OT €r0 B30pa Y Hee IepexBaThBAJIO ObixaHue. EnBa
OH paspmerncs, KopTHu npuTsiHyna ero K cebe.
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B TO :XKe MrHOBEHUE OH IIPOHUK B HEE, BCKPHUKHYB, KdK HM3T0JI0HABIIHIICS 3BEPk. KOpTHI/I, TAXKeII0
ObIIId, BCTPETHUIIA €r0 C ZKapPOM, YIINBAACH U TOP2KECTBYS, IIOKA HE HAaYaJIMCh CyOJOPOTHX 3KCTaA3a.

KopTHu nexana, pacniacTaBIIACh IO TAKECTHI0 ero Tena. Cepalle ee KOJIOTUIIOCH, ABIXaHUeE ellle He
BEIPOBHSIOCh. MBICTT TECHUJIUCH B €€ T'0JIOBe, U OHa BAPYT IIOyMasla, YTO Bejla ce0s TOIbKO UYTO TaK
ke HeoOy3maHHO-OUKO, Kak 1 YaHgoc!

Ou nomesenuiics. [Ipoiiasck ry0aMu I0 ee Iiiee, OH MIPUCET ¥ IIOCMOTPEIT Ha Hee.
— Tw1 kpuyana.

— Pa3Be? — crmpocuna oHa, camMa II0Pa3UBILINCh CBOEMY OeCIIeUHOMY TOHY.

OH ynBIOHYICSA U IPUHSIICS 11eJIoBaTh KOPTHH, 1eTKO CKONb3s r'y0aMu 10 ee Tey.
KopTHu B3moxHYyNa:

— BoT Teneps T HEXKEH.

— TrI He x0Tela HeXKHOCTH, KOTEHOK, — 3aMeTusI OH, ¥ KopTHU IMOKpacHesna: OH ObLI IIpaB. — 3aTo
XO4YelIllb ee TeIepb, BEPHO?

Ot cMmyIeHus OHa MoJt4aia. YaHIoc OmyCTHIICS Ha 3eMJII0 U mpuBieK KopTHuU K cebe, MpuXkas ee
IoflaT/IMBLEIE TPYIX K CBOEMY KpemnKoMy 00Ky. BeTepok nackai ee oO6HaxeHHOe Tejio, U KopTHu
clerka B3[POTHYIIA.

— XoJ100HO?

— UyTe-uyThb. Het, HeT, He BcTaBai! OHa 00BUIa ero pykaMu, 1 YaHIOC 3aKJ/IIOYUTI €€ B TEIlJIble
00BATHS.

— Yanupgoc?

— Ia, Komausu I'na3ku? KopTHU moMosnyarna.

— Tot He Mor OBl HA3bIBATh MeHsT KOPTHU? — HaKOHEIl CIIPOCHTIA OHA.

— ThI He 3TO X0TeNa CKa3aTh.

— [Ila, He 3T0. Kak TH yMaells, OH yKe yMep? — CIPOCHUa OHa I0-IEeTCKYA HEPEIIUTEbHO.
— Ia, — comxran YaHpoc.

PaccessHHO moriaxkuBas ero rpyab, KopTHU Doaro Mondasa, He pellasch CIIPOCUTh, 3a4eM OBbIJI0 Tak
JKecToKo youBaTh KpacaBuuka. Ho MbIC/Ib 0 TOM, 4TO YaHAOC IIPHUIIET ¥ OTOMCTHUII 3a Hee,
nocTaBisiia KopTHY Kakyo-TO IPUMUTHUBHYIO PafioCTh.

— Yaupgoc?
— Ha?
— THI 4TO, IpaBOa OPHUIIENT 3a MHOU OOUH"?

— A THI fyMana, st co0epy LEeJBIN MOJIK? — CYX0 CIIPOCHUJI OH.
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— Her, koneuHo, HeT. Ho Benb TBoi mpyr [Ipeiratomuit Bonk OvIT psmoM, s 3Hato. BOT yXK He myMaria,
YTO THl CMOKEIIb HAaWTH MEeHs onuH!

MEIIIITEL €T0 TPyOou 3aTBEPOEIIA ¥ Hee II00 ITaJIbllaMU, 1 KOpTHI/I IIOHsJIa, 9YTO IIOCTaBHJIa I10[
COMHEHHE ero MyKCKYIO 4eCThb — U 3TO II0CJIe TOT'O, KaK OH TdK FGPOIZCKH moKasai ee!

— 3HAYMUT, TH OyMaila, 9TO 4 He CMOTY 3alllUTUTh Te0s1? Tak BOT II04YeMy THI HE II03BadJla MEHS Ha
IIOMOIb YTPOM, KOT'ld OHKX CXBATUIIH Tebs?

KopTtau 3acToHarna.

— TIpocTH, HO TH e OBLT O0JIeH, — Hadajla OMpaBAbIBaThCsSI KOpTHU, — s 60siIach» 4TO OHU YOBIOT
TeOd.

— TrI He 3Haelb, Ha YTO CIOCOOEH MyK4YUHA, €CNIU 3a7eTa ero 4ecThb. Pa3se g He roBopun Tede 00
3TOM Buepa Beuepom?

— A mipu 4eM TYT TBOS 4ecCTb, HaHIOC?
— THI IIQTUITE MHE 3a TO, YTOOH 5 TeOs 3aliuiiai, pa3Be Thl 3a0bia?

Kom mopcTtynun K ropiy oT oOupasl 1 pa3odapoBaHusi. OHa emy mnatut! U B aToM Bce feno? KopTHu
IIOTIBITAJIaCh BCTaTh, HO OH yhepKal ee.

— Huxkorma He coMmHeBarics Bo MHe. Komausy I'1a3ku.

Ero pyka 71aCKOBO IIPOIIJIackh 110 ee IIeKe, II0 MATKUM JIOKOHaM y BucKa. OH BHOBb ITPUXKAJl €e TOJIOBY
K cBoeli rpynu. OT ero Temsoro rojoca KopTHu Hadaia OTTauBaTh.

OHa pagoBanach, UTO OH He XOUeT OTIIyCKaTh ee U3 CBoux 00bATHM. Ho et x0Tenoch OOJIbIIEro,
MHOTr0 6osbitiero. OHa MedTasia, YTOOBI OH BOTHOBAJICS ¥ TPEBOKUIICS O HEH.

— He ceppouce Ha MeHs1, YaHgoc. B Tom, 4TO TH Haugellb MeHs, 1 He COMHeBalaCh HU CEKYH/IHL.
ITomon4aB, OHa CIIpOCHIIA:

— 3HaA4uT, TH [IONIPABUJICA II0CJIe YKyca?

— U THI ellle cripallivBaels... ceiyac? OHa Kpemnue IIpuzxKasach JIULOM K ero TPyau.
— ¢ xoTena CIPOCUTE... IPOILIa 1 OO0k,

— Hert, 607TUT 4ePTOBCKH..

W BCce-Taku OH Ioexal cracaTh ee! KOpTHI/I y'J'IbIGHyTIaCL, He OOoraabiBasiCh, YTO OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI
IBHU2XKEHHE €€ T'YG 3aJIYMaBU.II/ICB, OHa BOOHXJIa IIaJIbIEM BOKPYT €TI0 COCKa.

— Yaupgoc?
— Yro emme?
— A ecnu g 3a0epemeHner0? OH B3NOXHYI:

— Tr1 6epemMeHHA?
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— He 3nar0. IToka paHo cygute. — OHa 3amnHynack. — Ho ecnu aTo ciyuurcs?
— 3HA4uT, Tak TOMY ¥ OBITh. BOT Tak oTBeT!
— Thl XXeHUIIbCS Ha MHe, eclu 51 OepeMeHHa?

— CMOXKellIb TU TH Pa3feNiuTh MO0 XKU3Hb? 1 BCce BpeMs B IIyTH, HUKOTTIa HEe OCTaHaB/IMBASICh B
OfHOM MecTe O0JIbIlle YeM Ha HeCKOJIbKO THEeH.

— IIpu Tako¥ XKU3HU HE CTOUT 3aBOAUTH CEMbIO, — CEPOUTO 3amMeTuiaa KopTHH.
— BoT uMeHHO, — COrJacuiCs OH, IOTOM OTCTPAHMII ee ¥ BCTall.

I'HeB u pasodapoBaHue oxBaTunu Koprau. CeB, 0Ha HOIro cMoTpesa Ha YaHMoca, T0Ka OH OfeBasCs,
paccenneiBan llyadyTa u CKUABIBAI Ha 3€MJII0 CBOIO IIOXOMIHYIO ITOCTeNb. Kak OH IOPO¥ XOJIOfEH U
6ecuyyBCcTBeH!

['maBa 30

Onu mpoe3xkanu OT ABaAlaTH NATU OO0 TPUALATU MUJIb B eHb, ¥ BCe Xe y KOPTHU He NOSBUIUCH T
y2KaCHBIe BOJIILIPH, KOTOPEIE el mpepekana MaTTtu. Ho ceromHsi oHa Gbiyia yBepeHa, uTo 6e3
BOJIABIPeN He obomuiock. YaHmoc exasn ObICTPO, CTapasiCh HaBEPCTATh YIyIeHHOe BpeMs, U KopTHU
II0I03PeBasa, 9YTO OTYACTH OH AeJlaeT 3TO e Ha3Jo.

Kazasnocs, 0H cTapacst ©30 BCeX CUJI CO3[IaTh el KakK MOXKHO 00JIblile HeyIoOCTB. ITO HAYyanoch C
camoro yrpa. EnBa oHa IpocHYyJach, OH BeJiesl el OBICTPO BCTaTh U Cpa3y ycaau B cenno. Temeps
BIIepefiU exajia OHa, ¥ 3TO OBIJI0O CaMBbIM HEYOOOHBIM.

B KoHIle oHs oHK HoOpasuCch OO0 CBOETO IIpHUBajia ¥ YBUOENH TaM TPeX CBOUX JIOLIafe, IBHO CBHITHIX,
IBUTAOLMY KocTep. He Mor ke 0H ropeTh 34ech Co BYepaliHero yrpa! YaHmoc NpoH3UTENNBHO
CBUCTHYJI, ¥ I€CATh MUHYT CIIyCTS IOSBUJICS UHTEEL.

[Tpriratouii Bosk ObLI He CAMIIKOM BRICOK, HO KOMaHYM CJIaBUJIMCh HE POCTOM, a 3aMeyaTeIbHbIM
yMEHHEM e30UTh BepxoM. Ha HeM Ornlna cTapas BoeHHas py0alllka, HU3KO IOANOsCaHHas PEMHEM C
KapabuHaMy. MoOKaCHHbI JOXOOUIIU 10 Hayajla UKp, Ha Horax 60/ITanuch KOPOTKHE, IO KOJIEH,
IIUPOKUeE ITaHbl. becTsiue YyepHble BOJIOCH CBOOOIHO CIafaNy Ha M€Yy IINHHEIMU npsagsamu. Ha
TEMHOM IITMPOKOM JIKIle BRIAEJISINCH UCCHHS-YepHBIe r1a3a. OH OBIT MOJION U IIMPOKOILIEY.
[Ipeirarommy Bonk gepKai B pyKaxX BUHTOBKY.

Korpa oH Beien Ha nossHy, KopTHu 3aMepia. MyKUKuHEI IPUBETCTBOBAJIA APYT OPYyTa U YCEIUCh Ha
KOPTOYKM y OTHS IJIS1 pa3roBopa. '0BOpUIN OHU Ha I3BIKe KOMaHYeu.

OHu mog4yepKHYTO He obpalllanu BHUMaHuUs Ha KOpTHU, HO M3-3a HUX OHA He MOTJIa IIOJOUTH K
KOCTpY ¥ 3aHAThCA 00egoM. [ToaToMy OHa pelruia IoKa IIOCMOTPEeTh, He IPOTIajo JIk YTo-11ub0 u3 ee
Belle. OmHAKO Bce OBLJIO HA MECTe.

Bckope Iphiratomuii Bonk yiies, OKHHYB ee Ha IMPOoIlaHue TaKUM XKe OIeHHBAIOIIUM B3TJISIOM,
MOJITMM ¥ BHUMATeJIbHBIM, KAKUM IIOCMOTPEJI Ha Hee, BEIXO[s K ImpuBainy. Ho Temeps B ero B3risme He
OBLITO TPEBOKHOM HACTOPOXKEHHOCTH, ¥ KOpTHM MOTyIa OB IMOKJISICTHCS, UTO IIpHiratoimuit Bonk moutu
yIbIOaICS.

OH cKa3a eyl 4TO-TO, HO He CTaJll XAaTh, ToKa YaHaoc ImepeBeneT ero CioBa. Korpa on yiIerl, Yaumoc
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OIISITh OMYCTHJICS Ha KOPTOYKH Y KOCTPA, II0KEBRIBAs TPABUHKY U TIISAsS Ha NEePeBbs, 33 KOTOPEIMU
1CcYe3 ero Opyr.

PemuB, uto YaHnoc He nepeBeneT el ciosa [Ipriratomiero Bonka, KopTHu normna 3a IpogyKTaMu gis
yXKUHA.

Korga oHa mpuHecsa K OTHIO Bce Te ke 0005, BSJIEHYI0 TOBSIIUHY U CyXoe medeHbe, YaHO0C HaKOHeI]
TIOCMOTPEJT Ha Hee.

— 4 xo4y, 4TOOBI TH COXKTJIa 3Ty OIy3Ky, — CKa3all OH.
KopTHU ynuBuIacek, HO IpoMosdara.

— ThI X04ellb MeYeHbe U KITEIKU?

— Coxru ee, Komaunu I'ma3ku.

OH cMoTpen Ha TTIyO0KUM TPEYTONbHBIN BhIPe3, 3aKaHUYUBABIIUICS CHU3Y Y3JI0M, KOTOPHIM OHa
cBsi3asia oOprIBKY O11y3Ku. [Tof Hell Oblyla pBaHasi COPOYKa, HafgeTas 3afloM Hamepe[, YTOOH
pa3opBaHHOE MeCTO IPUIIIOCH Ha ciuHy. Ho Bce paBHO COpOYKa efBa IPUKpLIBajia IPyOu.

— TBo¥ ApyT CKa3aj YTO-TO Hac4yeT Moeil O1y3Ku?

— OTO He UMeeT 3HAUYEeHU.

— 4 cmeH1o 61y3Ky, ecnu Tebe Tak YK 3TOT0 X04YEeTCs.
— Wpou u cMeHH, a TOTOM IIPUHECH €e€...

— Her, He npuHecy! — Jla 4TO 3TO C HUM TaKOe, B CaMOM feJie? — 3a4eM CKUTaTh 9Ty OMy3Ky, eclu
€e MOXKHO IIPOCTO 3allIuTh? A XKe 3aluia Ty, pyryw... — KopTHU 3aMo4yaria ¥ NpUIypunacs. — A-
a, monuMar! Eciu Te mopBaj MHe GJIy3KY, 9TO HOpMaJbHO U ee MOXKHO HOCUTh, HO KOTa APyrou
cheran TO Xe caMoe, ThI XO4eIllh, YTOOH 5T ee CoXria. 1 mpaBa, BCe JeJi0 B 9TOM?

['nma3sa ero 3aropenuch, ¥ rHeB KopTHU BOPYT OoCTHII. Ero sipocTh yOenuna OeBYIIKY B TOM, YTO OH
PEBHOBaA ee, Xkejaj 061agaTh €0 OguH. 3HAUYUT, OHA Hebe3pa3nuyHa eMy! OHa peluia UCIIOTHUTD
€ro TIpocLOy.

IocTaB 13 cakBosizKa KOPaJIJI0BO-po30BYI0 611y3Ky, KopTHU 3amia 3a JepeBo mepeoeThCsl.
BepHyBIIKCh Yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT, OHa Opocuiia pBaHyio 6enyio 6y3Ky B KocTep. [InaMs B
CYUTAHHbIE CEKYH/IBI CTU3HYJIO TOHKUM I1eK. [lemen maaBHO B3MbIT Hajl OTHEM U UCYES,
TIOOXBAYEeHHHBIN BETPOM.

YaHJ0C BCe TaK XKe XMYpPO CMOTPEJT B OTOHb.

— YT0 MHe CKa3as TBOM Apyr? — HaKOHeI] ciipocuia KopTHu.
— Own rosopuin He Tebe.

— Ho cmoTpen Ha MeHS.

— Omn rosopu o Tebe.

— W 4TO ke oH cka3ajn?
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B HaCTYHI/IBlHefI THUIIMHE OBIJIO CJIBIITHO JIUIID JIETKOe IIOTPECKHBAHKUE KOCTPA.
— OH 1moxBaJuI TBOIO CMEJIOCTh, — HAaKOHeI] OTBETHJI OH.

KopTHu, youBIeHHO OKPYIIuia Ina3a, Ho YaHpgoc He 3aMeTus 3Toro. OH BCTaJl U YIIET C MOMISHH,
HaIpaBUBLIUCH K peke. OHa B3[[0XHYIIa, HE YBEPEHHAs B TOM, UTO OH CKa3aJjl ed IIpaBay.

YaH{ocC ¥ B caMOM [ielie He COBCEM TOYHO Tepenarn e cioBa [Ipriratmero Bonka, KOTOPBIM CKa3an:
"TBOsI XKEHIIMHA CTajla cMejiee. XOPOIIO, eCJIU ThI PEIIHUIIh OCTaBUTE ee cebe».

YepT nmobepu, OH U caM 3HaJI, YTO OHA CTaJla CMeJiee, HO OT 3TOTO HUYero He MeHsiock. OHa 1o-
IpeXHeMy Kejajla ¥ 3aciyXKuBajia Toro, 4ero YaHaoc HUKOrga He CMOXKeT e JaTh, a 3Ha4uuT, OH He
MMeeT IIpaBa OCTaBUTh ee cebe. M Bce-Taku, Korma [Ipwiratomuit Bonk Ha3an KopTHU «ero
JKeHIIMHOW», YaHA0Cy [T0Ka3aaoCk, YTo Apyr npas. HeT, K uepTy ee, K uepty 3tu Komausu ['ma3ku!

Ckopee ObI 3aKOHUYMIIACh UX Imoe3nkal A eltle nydine, eciau 6b1 OHa BooOIe He HauKWHanach. EMy
IPEICTOUT BEITEPIIETD ellle Be HeHeIu afiCKUX MYK PSIOM C 9TOH XKeHIIWHOHU. OIHO XOPOIIIo: OHA
mana eMy moBoj OoJbllle He MPUTPAruBaThCS K HEM, YIIOMSIHYB IPo 6epeMeHHOCTh. KoHeYHo, 9T0 He
3HAQYHUJIO, YTO OH IEepPecTas XOTeTh ee...

Yanpoc 6osticst. C Toro mHsI, Kak OH B3siI ee ¢ coboii B Texac, ero He OTIIyCKaJl 3TOT CTPAX, KOTOPOTro
YaHOoC He UCHLITHIBA YK€ YETEIPpE Irofia, — CTPaX IIOTEPATH 6/1M3KOT0 YeIoBeKa.

Meiciu 00 9ToM elte 6osblie oropuyuay YaHmoca, ¥ OH CTall gyMaTh 00 Vaiime CMHUTE U 0 TOM, YTO
cOesaeT C HUM, KOTMla HaldeT ero. OTH MBIC/IH TOXKEe PACCTPAWBaJIM €ro, HO B 9TOM He OBIJI0O HHYero
HEOOBIYHOTO: Mep3aBell CIIUIIKOM YaCTO YXOOUI U3-TIOf CaMOr0 ero Hoca. MOXKeT, B TeXaCCKOM
[MTapuce ygacTcsi HaKOHEIl TOCTAaBUTh TOYKY B 3TOM MHOTOJIETHEM fieJie?

Yanpmoc mpoBen 6eCIOKOMHYI0 HOYb, PA3MBIILIISAS O HEBECETIBIX BEIllaX.

['maBa 31

3a mBa mHs o [Tapuca KopTHu pacTsiHyia HOTy. Bce 3To Ob17T0 0ueHb rinymo. OHa HEeJIOBKO HACTyMUIa
Ha OOJIBIIION KaMeHb, U eclii OBl Ha Hel He OBIJIO caror, Bce 06CTosI0 Ol elre Xyxe.

Hora Tak GbICTPO pacmyxja, 4To OHa C TPYLOM CTSIHyJa camor u 00jbllle He MOTJia HafgeTh ero. bomb
3aTHUxaja, TOIbKO KOrma Hora Oblyta B ToKoe. Ho 0 ToM, 4TOOBI OT/TOKHUTD MTOE3IKY, He MOTJIO OBITh U
peun. Eciu 651 YaHIOC ¥ IPEIJIOKKII TaKOe, OHA OTKa3aach Ol

Korpga aTo CIIYYHIIOCH, Yanpgoc IIepeMeHHUJICA. Tenepb OH IIPOSABJIAII HEBEPOATHYIO 3a00TIHBOCTS,
CJIOBHO CTapasACh OTIIIIATUTH KOpTHI/I 3d TO, YTO OHa BRIXOOMJIa €T0 II0CJI€ YKyCa 3MEU.

Kak 4yeyioBeK He3aBUCHMBIN, OH, BEPOSITHO, TATOTHUJICS €€ IIOMOIIbI0 ¥ Cefdac C pafloCThI0 OTaBal
IOJT: caM TOTOBUJI efly, KOPMHUJI YeThIpeX JolnaaeH, caesnan KopTHY KOCTHITh U3 MMPOYHOM TaJKH,
IIOfICakMBaJl Ha JIOIMIAgb ¥ CHUMAJ C Hee. MaJjio TOTo, OH eXajl ropa3fo MeJIeHHee, TaK YTO OHU
yCIleBa/Ii IOKPHITh JIUIIh TPETh TOTO PACCTOSHUS, KOTOPOE IIpoe3Kalu Ipexkye.

PaHbIlle 0HYM CKaKalu BOOb IIPUTOKAQ, IIPHUOEPXKHUBAsACh IOI'0-BOCTOYHOI'O HallpaBJIEHU A, TEIIEPh 2XKe
Yaumoc IIOBEPHYII Ha I0ro-3aliaf. KOpTHI/I He 3Halla, 9YTO OH CMEHUJI HalIpaBJIEHHE U3-3a €€ TPABMHI.
Oun Heperam/ICL qepes3 PeI[-PI/IBep 1 00bexanau KaKou-To TOpPOOOK — K CHUJIBHOMY Pa3049apPOBAaHHUIO
KOpTHI/I. Bor YZXKe HeCKOJIbKO HeleJIb OHa He BUeJla U CJIIEO0B LMBUNIM3AIUN!
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Yepe3 HECKOIBKO YaCOB Ha UX IIyTH [10KAa3aJiCs ellle OOUH IOPOAOK, Ha 3TOT pa3 YaHOoc Bbexall B
Hero ¥ OCTaHOBUJICA IIEpef PeCTOpaHoOM II0f Ha3BaHueM «Y MaMel». KOpTHU [0 CMepTH XOTeI0Ch
I0eCThb Yero-uuOynb 6e3 6000B, ¥ OHA HeCKa3aHHO 00paioBaiack, KOTMa OH IOBEJI ee K IBEpU
pecTopaHa, X0Ts U ObljIa B IPS3HON OfeXke.

B GombIrioM CBETIOM 3ajie CTOsJIa AI0KKMHA CTOJIMKOB, HAKPHITHIX KIETYATEIMU CKaTePTSIMU. JIUIITh
OIIMH M3 HUX OKa3aJiCs 3aHAT — OblIa cepemrHa OHs. [lapa cpemHuX jieT, CUeBINas 3a CTOIMKOM,
IIOIO3PUTEJILHO ITOKOCHUIach Ha HUX. 2KeHIuHa, yBUAeB YaHOoca, BCTPEeBOXKUIACE. [ pI3HBIN
IOPOXKHBIA KOCTIOM ¥ BIPSAMb IIPHaBall eMy BechbMa 37I0BeIui Bul. YepHble OPIOKYM, TEMHO-Cepas
py0allika, pacCTerHyTas g0 CepeauHbl TPYIH, YePHHIHN IIaTOK, CBOOOOHO MOBSI3aHHBIN BOKPYT LU, —
HY 0ATb HU B39Th OTHABJICHHLIN OaHONUT!

YaHOoC MeNTbKOM B3TJISTHYJT Ha TIOCETUTENIeH, cpa3y XKe MoTepsB K HUM uHTepec. Ycamus KopTHH, oH
CKasaj, YTo BEPHETCS Yyepe3 MUHYTY, U ucuye3 B KyxHe. OHa cupena, YyBCTBYs Ha cebe
BHUMATeJIbHbIE B3TJISIbI TAPOYKHU ¥ KpaHe CMyLIeHHAs! CBOMM BHIOM.

He mpomimo 1 MUHYTH, KaK BXOOHAS OBEPb OTBOPUIIACH M B 3ajI BOILIM ABOE MYXKUMH, BUMEBIINX, KaK
oHU ¢ YaHmocoM exanu 1o ynuie. Termepb OHH 3allljTd IOCMOTPETh Ha HE3HAKOMIIEB MOOTHKE.
KopTtau cmyTtumnacs emie 6onpiie. OHa He mo0uia OBITh B IIEHTPE BHUMAHUS, IPEAIOYNTAs
IepXKaThCsS B TEHHU, HO ¢ HaHAOCOM 3TO HE IOJTy4Yasioch, 00 OH, CaM TOT0 He JKeJlas, BHI3bIBAII
JII00O0IBITCTBO.

[TpencraBus cebe, YTO AyMaloT 0 Hel 9TH NTogu, KopTHU BAPYT MOHSIa, KAKUMH T'J1a3aMy TIOCMOTPHUT
Ha Hee oTell. 2KeHucs XKe OH Ha CBOeH ClIy’KaHKe M3-3a CBETCKUX yCI0BHOCTeN. A KopTHuU
myTellecTBoBasa BaBoeM ¢ YaunmocoMm! I'ocronu, ma oTer BOOOPA3UT caMoe Xyfiiee — ¥ 6ymeT mpas!

Bepnysuuch, YaHmoC 3aMeTHUII ee TIBIIABIIEe JINIO0 U HalpsaxKeHHYI0 103y. OHa cupena, yCTaBUBLIUCH
B cTOJI. UTO Takoe? MoxeT, ee 6€CIIOKOAT 9TU OBa MapHs? YaHIOC TaK CypoOBO IJISHY Ha HUX, YTO
OHU HeMe[JIEHHO PeTUPOBaJuCh. Been 3a HUMM 3aco0upanack U mapoyka.

— Ceiiuac mpuHecyT moectb. Komraubu ['masku, — cooOmun Yarmoc.
B 3TOT MOMEHT ABEpPh KyXHU pacCIllaXHyJIach U MOIHAS XKeHIIWHA ITOJOIIIa K UX CTOJIUKY.
— 910 Mama. OHa OyfeT mpucMaTpuBaTh 3a TOOOW HECKOJIBKO OHeW, — HebpexkHO Opocun YaHOoc.

KopTHU BHUMATENBHO MMOCMOTPENIa Ha MEKCUKAHKY, KOTOpast 3aroBopuia ¢ YaHZOCOM MO-MCIIaHCKH.
2Kenmuna Obljla MaJIeHBKOT'0 POCTa, JOOPOIYILIHAS, C MeIeIbHBIMY BOJIOCAMU, COOPAaHHBIMU B TYTOU
IIy4OK, OfeTast B MeCTPYI0 XJI0m4aTo0yMaxHy0 100Ky, 6enyio 611y3Ky, IepegHUK U IJIeTeHbe
KOXKaHEIe CaHOaJIhH.

— YTO 3HAYUT IPUCMATPUBATh 3a MHOU? — crpocusnia Koptau. — A rae 6ynmens TH?
— 4 tebe yke TOBOPHI — y MEHS eCTh fieno B [Tapuce.
— Tak aTo [Tapuc! — pa3apaxkKeHHO BOCKIUKHYa OHa.

OH cen HanpoTtuB KopTHYU, KUBKOM 0TOC/IaB Mamy. [leByIKa IIpOBOANIIA €€ IJla3aMU U CEPAUTO
B3rJISHYyNMa Ha YaHmoca, oxkugas 00bsICHEHUH.

— Yo THI elre 3agyMai? — HeroayIolle CIIPOCKiIa OHa. — ECITH TH PEIInyI, 9T0 MOXKHO...

— Ycnokoiica. — [IeperHyBinuch yepes3 CTONMK, OH IOKWMaJ ee pyKy. — 910 He [lapuc, a Anamena. f
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peniuni, 94To Tebe C TBOeM HOrou JIy4dIie OTOOXHYTh, IIOKa A GYJIY 3aHUMAaThCS CBOMMHU OeaMu. MHe He
XOTEeJIOCh OCTABIISATh TeO0s OOHY, IIO3TOMY 4 U IIPHUBE3 Tebs Croga.

— 3aueMm Tebe oCTaBIATh MeHs ofHY? UTo 3a mena y Tebs B [Tapuce?
— A BoT 970, j1enu, TeOs He KacaeTcs. O, KakK OHA HeHaBUOesa TaKou TOH!
— TrI Befib He BepHeIIbcsi? Th MPOCTO X04elb OPOCUTh MEHS 3[0eCh, BEPHO?

— Twl momxkHa OB Ty4llle 3HAaTh MEHsI, — 3aMeTu OH. — §1 3aBe3 Te0s yKe MOBOJIbHO JaleKOo U
Temepb, KOTa 0CTaIOCh MPoexXaTh BCEI0 HECKOIBKO MU, HE coOuparock OpocaTh TeOs.

Ot atoro KoptHu He noserdano. OHa He xoTesna, 4To0s YaHoC ye3xkKall, OCTaBIiss ee C
HEe3HaKOMEIMU JIIONbMHU.

— 4 gymana, 4TO TH BO3bMeEIIb MeHs ¢ co00ii B [Tapuc, a OTTyfa MbI II0efieM AaJbllle.
— 4 nepepymar.

— W3-3a Mmoen HOTU?

— Tlocnymiai, s ye3:alo BCETO [HS Ha YETHIPE, U JIy4Ille AaTh OTOLIX TBOEU HOTE.

— Ho nouemy 3pecs? [Touemy He B [Tapuce? OH B3TOXHYII:

— 4 sukoro He 3Haiwo B [lapuce, a B AtaMeny g 4acTo 3ae3Kalo 10 fopore Ha UHIOeNCKyo
Tepputoputo. {4 3Hat0 MaMy 1 MOTY TOBEPUTH €1 yX0f 3a To0oi. Thl Oyfeib B XOPOIINX PyKax.
Komaywu I'mazku! 4 661 He ocTaBun Tebs1, ecnu Ol He...

— Ho, Yanpoc...
— Yepr nobepu! — B3opBascs oH. — He 3acTaBnsaii MeHsI 4yBCTBOBATh...

On 3aMomyar, YBULIEB MaMy: OHa BBEIXOOHWIIAa U3 KYyXHHU C OOJBIIIM TIIOOHOCOM, YCTAaBJIIEHHBIM
TapeJIKaMu C emoi.

Korpa ona npubnu3unach K uX CTONMMKY, YaHOOC BCTAJ:
— Hy, 1 noexasn. Mawma. [TycTb OHa TIOMOETCS II0CJIe ebl, a II0TOM JISIXKET B IIO0CTEIb.

OH HampaBWJICS K OBEPH, HO BOPYT BepHYJICS, nogHsan KopTHU, 0OHSI U IOIeI0Bal TaK KPEeIKo, YTOo
OHa YyTh He 3aJ0XHYJach.

— 4 BepHYCbh, KOTEHOK, — TJIyX0 IIpo0opMoTas oH. — CMOTpu HUKOTO 3[ech 0e3 MeHs He Ijaparnati!

[ToBepHYBIIUCE, OH BBIIIEN U3 pecTopaHa. Mama cMoTpesia Ha KopTHM, HO Ta yCTaBWIach Ha
3aKPHIBIIYIOCS IBEPh, €[IBa CAEPKUBAST CIIE€3H.

OH ye3:KaeT BCEro Ha YeTHIPe OHS, a OHa YyBCTBYeT ce0sl Takou omuHOKoM! YTo XKe OymeT, Korga oH
IIOKUHET ee HaBCernga, OCTAaBUB B YIUKO?

I'maBa 32

IIBa gus KopTHU npocupesna nepen OKHOM CBOeH CIlalbHU, IIdAs Ha ynuly. Korga Mama AnbBapec
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BOpYasa, 4To el CJemyeT JiexkaTh B OCTeNH, KOpTHYU NUIb pacCcessHHO yibl0anach, He XKejas
CTIIOPUTE:

Mawma xoTena Kax nyuire. [la KopTHU ¥ caMa IIpeKpacHO MOHMMaJIa, Kak IIyIIo CUAETh YacaMu Y
OKHa, Korma YaHmoc, HaBepHOe, ellle He nobpancs 0o [Tapuca. Ho oHa He Morya BansiThCS B IOCTETIH.

[TomoxxuB 6OJIEHYI0 HOTY Ha MATKHI CTYJI, OHa CHJIeJia B Kpecye ¥ Ha0/Iogaa 3a XXU3HbI0
MaJIeHbKOT0, YyTh Oosbie Pokiu, roponka. KopTHY 0 MHOTOM IepegyMasia B 9TOH cranbHe. Temeps y
Hee He OBIZI0O COMHEHHMH — OHa Tio0uia Yaugoca, 1 mobuila HeBePOSTHO CHIIBHO.

IIero He TOIBKO B TOM, YTO PSIOM C HUM OHA YyBCTBOBAJa ce0sl CIIOKOWHO U HamexkHO. OH
BO30y2KIajl B HEH XKelaHKue, CUJIbHOe U HeucToBoe. OH CTAHOBHUJICS HEXKHBEIM, KOTIa OHa XOTella
HEXKHOCTH, ¥ JIIOOSIIMM, KOTa OHA X0TejIa JTI00BU. A 9Ta ero HeMPUCTYITHOCTh BOJIKA-OOUHOYKH —
JIUIIh XKeJIaHHe CKPBITh CBOIO PAHUMOCTb...

Ho KopTHu He oOMaHbBIBajach Ha ero cueT. OHa 3Hasa, 4To YaH#oc HUKOTHa He OynmeT npuHafiexaTth
e, Kak OBl OHA HU MeuTasa 00 3ToM. OH He XOTeJl IIOCTOSHHEIX OTHOLIEHUH U SICHO maBajl e 3To
MOHATh. ECJTM CMOTpETH Ha Bellld TPe3BO, el HUKOTra He yaacTCsa CTaTh ero XKeHOM.

KopTHu Bcerga coMHeBanach B TOM, YTO MOJOOUT u OyaeT nobuMa. To, YTO ee COMHEHUS
IO TBEPAUIINCH, HEe CIIMIIKOM YTEelIaso.

Ha BTOpOIi meHb cBoero mpebriBanusa y Mamel KopTHE I03HAKOMUIIACh C ee fo4Yephio. Ta BoIIa K
Hell u npencTaBunack. C IepBoii XKe BCTPeYH OEBYIIKN HEB3MOOUIN OPYyT Opyra. KopTHU — moTtoMmy,
YTO CJIBIIIAJA, KakK YaHOoc mpou3Hocui B Opemy uMst MOJIOIO¥M MeKCHKaHKHY, a Kanuma AnbBapec
3Hala, KTO IIPUBEN cioma KopTHu.

Kanupa Oblyla KpacuBa ¥ TeMIepaMeHTHa. Ee yepHbIe BOJIOCH 6J1eCTENTH, a Kapye Tla3a CBePKad OT
3noctu. YeTelppMs rogaMu cTapine KopTHH, 3Ta CTpacTHAs MEKCHKaHKa UCTOYala
CaMOYBEPEHHOCTh, KOTOpoy KopTHU Bcerma He XBaTao.

Kanupa yBumena nepeq co0oii COMEPHUITY, I0HYIO JIeIH, CBETCKYIO U CoepKaHHY10. HeoORYHOCTh
YepT ee NIHla, TPOHYTOTO JIETKUM 3arapoMm, Iopa3uiia MeKCuKaHKy. KopTHY Ka3anach prlzKeBaTo-
30JIOTUCTOM: CMyTJIas KoXka, KalllTaHOBLIE BOJIOCHL CO CBETJILIMU IPSAASIMHU, OTIMBABUINMU OPOH30M, U
YyTh PaCKOCHIE KOIlIaYbU I'Ma3a. Kanuma UCIbIThIBala HEMPEOOOIMMOe XKelaHe BhillaparnaTh UX.
OpHakKo OHa pelwIa AJis Havyasaa 000UTHUCH CTOBAMU.

— Haperocs, y Bac eCTh BeCKas MpUYKUHA AJIS 0e3AKHU C MOUM JaHZ0COM.

— C BammM YangocoMm?

— Si, ¢ MOMM, — peIMuTeNbHO NMOATBepAUIa Kanuna.

— 3HAQUUT, OH XKUBET 3[IeCh?

MekcrKaHKa He 0XKHKfaia TaKoro BOIIpoca U He Cpa3y HalllJlach, YTO CKa3aTh.
— OH GBIBaeT 37€Ch JOJIbIIIE, YEM TIe-TO elle.

— JTO efBa ¥ OeJaeT ero BamuM, — HeOpexkHo 3amMeTuia Koptau. — BoT ecnu Ol BB CKa3anu, 9YTO
OH Ball MyX... — OHa He [OTOBOPUJIA U TOPKECTBYIOIE YIRIOHYIaCh.

— 4 caMa oTKa3aach BEIUTH 3a Hero! Ho CTOUT MHE TOJTBKO IIEeJIKHYTh IIaJIbllaMU, KaK OH XKEHUTCA
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Ha MHE. — HpI/I 9THX CJIOBAX OHA I'POMKO IIEJIKHYJIa ITaJIbIlaMHu.

Koptuu Bupena, uto Kanupa Kkunut ot 31octu. MHTEpEeCcHO, 3HaeT 1 YaHOoC 0 TOM, KaK yBepeHa B
HeM Kanupa AnbBapec? M eCTh I Y Hee OCHOBAHUS [JId TaKOU YBEPEHHOCTU?

— IIpekpacHo, Mucc AnmbBapec, HO IOKa Ha BallleM Iajiblle HeT 00py4aabHOTO KOJIbIla, IPHYKWHA MOEH
noe3nku ¢ YaHA0COM Bac He KacaeTcs.

— Hanpotus! — rpomMko kpukHysa Kanuga. Teprneruio KopTHU IpUItes KOHeL.

— Bel ommbaeTech, — CIIOKOWHO ITPOM3HECIa OHa, HECMOTPS Ha 00ypeBaBIIuiil ee THeB. — Eciu y Bac
€CTb U IPyTHEe BOIIPOCH], BaM CJIegyeT o6paTUThCS ¢ HUMY K YaHOocy, a Teneps youpaiiTecsh oTciopa!

— Puta! [4] — B3Bu3rayna Kanupa. — JlagHo, S ¢ HUM ITOTOBOPIO ¥ 1103a004YyCh O TOM, YTOOH OH
Opocui Te0s 3mech, HO TOJILKO HE B JOMe MOel MaMbl!

KopTHu ¢ cumnou 3axonHyna 3a Kanupmou ABeps ¥ TYT 3aMeTHIIa, KaK y Hee ApoxKaT pyku. PeanbHa
nu yrpo3a Kanugbel? CMoXKeT 1M OHa yroBopuTh YaHAoca 0CTaBUTh ee 30ech? KopTHU
BCTpeBoxkmIach. Kanupa 3uana Yanpmoca yxke faBHO u 6113K0. KOpTHE ToXKe 3Hasa ero 671M3K0, HO K
Kamnume oH 4acTo Bo3Bpalllajcs, a OT Hee SBHO CTapalics OTAeNaThCs.

Kanmupa mouytu B6exkasna B canyH Mapuo, riae paboTasa 1mo BedyepaM. X0Tb OHa U XKHJla BMECTE C
MaTepblo, HO Oblyla He3aBUCKMa: [ieflajla UTo X0Tesa, paboTasa rae XoTena, He Clymas HUKaKuX
COBETOB U He OTKJIMKAsICh Ha MOJIBOEL.

B canyHe e¥t HpaBuiach aTMocdepa BceoObIrero Bo30yxkaeHus. TaM ciaydanuch Ipaku, TepPecTPesikKy U
CKaHfaJsbl, IpUYeM 4acTO OHU BCIIBIXMBAJIM M3-3a Hee. Kanupga pacuBeTana B TaKou aTMocdepe, a
€CJI yXK el yIaBaloCh CTPABUThL MEXKAY c0o00ii JBOMX MYXKYHUH UJIU YBECTA MYKUYKUHY ¥ OAPYyrou
JKEHIIIMHBI, TOTTIa OHa OblJla IPOCTO CYACT/IMBA U C YIIOEHUEM CJIe[ua 3a HaTbHEUIINM Pa3BUTHEM
coOwiTui. Kanmuma mpuBHIKIIA K TOMY, YTO MCIIOJTHSITIUCH BCE ee XKeJIaHus.

Ceiiuac oHa Onlla oueHb 371a. Gringa [5] oTBeTUIa Ha ee BOIIPOCY COBCEM He TakK, KakK el XOTeJ0Ch.
Maro Toro, oHa, II0X0XKe, HUUYTh HE PACCTPOMIACh, Y3HAB 0 TOM, YTO Y HaHIoca eCTh Apyras
KEeHIMHA.

MoxeT, Mexay Heto 1 YaHA0CcOM HIYero ¥ HeT? MoxeT, TOT NoLe/lyd, KOTOPHIY Bupena Mama,
HUYero He 3Ha4uT? HeT, 4TO-TO BCe-TakKM €CTh MeXAy HUMHU, B 9TOM Kannupa He coMHeBanach.
Yaugoc HUKOTIa paHbllle He Opas XKeHIIWH B IM0e3AKHU 110 npepusiM. OH ObIJT BOTKOM-OIUHOYKOH,
noToMy ¥ HpaBuics Kanumge. Kpome Toro, ee Bo30yKmaio OIIyIleHHe OMTaCHOCTH, KOTOPOM OH BCEraa
IIoABepraics.

OHa 3Hana, uTo YaHmoc 6aHOXT, a BO3MOXKHO, U IPeCTynHUK. Kanmuma HUKOTa He ClipalluBajia ero
00 3TOM, HO y Hee He OblJI0 HUKAKUX COMHEeHUH Ha 3ToT cueT. K npectynuukam Kanuna nurana
ocobyio crmabocTh. Mx monoxeHue BHe 3aKOHA, HEIIPEICKa3yeMOoCTh, JKU3Hb, II0JIHAS ONTaCHOCTeH, —
BCe 3TO BO30yXKOaso U MPUTATHUBao ee. Yepe3 AnaMe[y poe3:Kajio MHOTO IPEeCTYIMHUKOB. OOBIYHO
OHU HaIlpaBISANKCh Ha MHpelicKyo Tepputopuio, 4ToOB YKPHITECS TaM OT BiacTel. Kanuna 3Hana
MHOTHUX, CO MHOTHMHU CIiajia, Ho YaHpmoc 6171 0COOEHHBIM.

OH HUMKOT[Ia He TOBOPHJI, YTO JIIOOUT ee, HUKOIIa He MHITAJICS 3aMOPOYUTh el TOJIOBY JIKHUBEIMHU
CJI0BaMH, HO ¥ CaM He TepIlesl JIKK. EC/Ti OH TOBOPHII, YTO XOUET ee, 3HAYUT, TaK OHO ¥ 6b110. Ho
OOBIYHEIE €€ YIIOBKU C HUM He mpoxomgunu. Ecnu Kanupa mpuberasna K XUTPOCTSM, IIBITAsICh pa3keydb
€ro peBHOCTh, YaHJ0C IIPOCTO YXOMUIL.
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Ero xomogHoe 6e3pa3nuure MPUTATUBaio Kanumy, u, KOra OH Impre3xkai B TOPOHOK, OHa BCerma
OblJIa K €ro ycIyraM, jlake eclid B 9TO BpeMsi C KeM-TO craja unu ¢piauprosana. U YaHmoc HeU3MEHHO
TpuxXoaui K Hedl. OH OCTaHABIMBAJICS B JOME €€ MAaTepH, UTO OBUIO 0YEHB YIOOHO.

Yanpmoc He mMo0UI TOCTUHUIL U, TpHeXaB B AjlaMeqny B MePBLIM pas3, yTOBOPWI MaMy ciaTh eMy
KOMHaTy. MaMe OH cpa3y IIOHPaBUJICA B OTJIMYKE OT APYrUX MyXK4uH Kanugel. K ToMy Xe B fome
IIyCTOBa/IX KOMHATH 6paTheB Kanubl, KOTOpble BEIPOCIH U IIOKUHYIIM POAUTEILCKUM KpPoB. MaMa
3HaJla, 4YeM 3aHMMAaJIKCh 110 HouaM YaHoc u ee moyb. Kanuga Boauia K cebe U APyrux MyXK4uH,
naxke Mapuo, 1 moxusas MeKCUKaHKa JaBHO OCTaBUJIa MOMBITKYA 00pa3yMuTh Jo4b. Kanuma Bcerga
IIOCTyTlajia TOJIBKO TakK, KaK el HpaBUIoCh.

U BoT Telepb MyXK4YKWHad, KOTOPOIr'0 OHa CYUTAJId TOJIBKO CBOHM, IIPUBE3 B TOPOOOK OPYTYIO KEHIITUHY,
da ele IIOIIPOCUl MaMy IIPUTTIAOBIBATE 3a Heil. Kakas HecnbIxaHHAs HarJIOCTh!

— OT 4ero Tak CBepPKaloT TBOU rita3ku, chica [6]?

— 9T0... 9T0... — Kanupga ymorskia, 3agyMYdBO IOCMOTPEB Ha Mapuo, u BAPYT npocusna. — [la HeT,
Hu4ero. [InecHr-Ka MHe BUCKHU, TOJIBKO He pa30aBiisiii, U s MOMAy 00CIyKUBATh TOCETUTETIEN.

Kanupa Habmogana, Kak OH Ha/luBaeT el BUCKU. Mapwuo, ee JaJbHUN POOCTBEHHUK, IIPHeXa B
Anameny meBsITh JIET Ha3ajl BMECTe C ee ceMbel. [0 3TOr0 UM MPHUIIIOCh CMEHUTh He OMWH TOPOJIOK:
MECTHHIE KUTEJTU KpaiHe BpaxkneOHO OTHOCHUIIUCH K IIPUE3KUM MEKCHKaHIIAM, OTKPHIBAIOIIAM Y HUX
cBoit 6u3Hec. Tak oHU epeOupanIKuch BCe Jasbllle U Jasbllle Ha CeBep, IT0Ka He Monasau B AlamMeny,
Tie K HUIM OTHECJIUCh CITOKOMHO, MO0 B 3TOM rOPOIKE OHM OKA3a/IMCh IEePBHIMU MEKCHKAHIIAMH.
CrpsaanHs MaMbl AbBapec MPUILIACh BCEM IT0 [yIlle, ¥ HUKTO He Bo3paxKaJs, Korga Mapuo OTKPHUT
CBOM CaJlyH HAIIPOTHUB ee pecTopaHyrKa. CalyH mPoLBETasl, TOTOMY YTO HAIUTKU Mapuo OblIu
XOPOIIIeT0 KavyecTBa U MIeIleBlie, YeM y eTr0 KOHKYPEeHTOB.

Wuorga Kanupma cHECXOOUTENBHO ITycKala Mapuo K cefe B mocTesb. OH, KaK ¥ HECKOJIBKO APYTUX
MY>K4UH, TOTOB OB XOTb CEeTOOHS BeCTH ee mof BeHell. Ho Kanupma He XoTela BEIXOAUTH 3aMyXK 3a
Mapuo, X0TsI OH OB CHUIBHBINA, MyCKY/IUCTEIN, C 0apXaTHEIMKA KapUMHU TJla3aMU ¥ TOHKUMH YCUKaMH,
[enaBUIMMU €T0 TI0X0XKUM Ha MCIIAHCKOTro rpaHaa. Ho oHa 3Hana, 4To Mapuo TPyCiIuB, OH HUKOTAA
He cTas Obl JpaThCs U3-3a Hee.

Korma Mapwuo poTsHyT e 60Kan BUCKY, Kanuga omapuia ero yiasi0Koi. B ee royose yxe 3pen
TIJIaH, KOTOPBIH MOT IIPUBECTH K CaMBIM Pa3HOOOPA3HEIM IOCIIEICTBUSIM.

— 3Haelb, a y MaMbl TOCThSI, KpacaBulla gringa, — CIIOBHO HeB3Ha4al, coobIuia oHa. — BOT TOJIBKO
MaMa He 3HaeT, UTO OHa puta.

— A THI OTKyZla 3HaEIlb?

— JleBYOHKA CKa3alla, YTO, KaK TOJIbKO 3aXKMBeT ee OONIbHAS HOTA, OHA Cpa3y MepeefeT OT Hac K
Beprte u Gyget Tam paboTaTs.

Kanupga pa3oxkria mo0onsTcTBO Mapuo. OH yacTo ObiBaj B y0nugHOM ffoMe BepThl, X0TS MOT
II0JIb30BAThCS TaM YCIIyTaMU JTUIIh HECKOIbKUX MEeBUIl. A HOBasl MPOCTUTYTKa, 0COOEHHO KpacuBasi,
KOHeYHO, OymeT HapacxBaT y bepThl, 1 eMy Bpsif I YAACTCS IIepectaTh C Hel.

— TBI paccKaxeIs MaTepu? — IOUMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

Kanupa moxxarna njedaMu U, CII0KHUB T'YGKI/I 0aHTHKOM, OTBETHIIA:
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— A 3auem? OHa TaKas NPUBET/INBAs, pa3roBOpPUYMUBas, U... 3Haelllb, MHe faxe Xkab ee. OHa B
0TYasgHHOM I0/10KeHuu. [IpoCTo He MpeacTaBsg0, KaKOBO 3TO: XOTETh MyKUYMHY U HE UMETb HI
OIHOTO MO pyKou. bemHsAXKe HEBTEPIEXK, IOHNMAaEeIlb?

— JT0 oHa cama Tebe cka3ana? Kanuma KuBHYy/a ¥, TEPETHYBIIUCH Yepe3 CTOWKY, IpOoLIenTaa:

— OHa maxe cmpalliiBajia MeHsI, He 3HAI0 U 5 KOTO-HUOYIb... KTO MOT OBl €10 3aMHTEPecoBaThCs. A
Kak Th? — Mapuro HaxMypuics, ¥ oHa 3acMessnack, — Hy xke, Mapuo! { 3Hato, TH BCe paBHO KOTfa-
HUOyOb Iepecnuilb ¢ Hell. MHe [0 3TOT0 HET HUKAKOTo fena, querido [7]: g 3Hato, gns Tebs aTo
npocTo 6anoBcTBO. Ho coryacucs, nydine y BOCIIONIb30BaThCA €10 He OTK/IaAbiBasi, 4yeM KOaTh, KOrga
oHa nonafeT K bepre. Tam oHa BCTpeTUT TeOst yKe UCTAaCKAHHOM UM YCTaJION, a celiyac U3HEMOTAET OT
JXKeJlaHus.

BEPHYTHCS

4

[TpoctutyTka! (ucm.)
BEPHYThCS

5

[Tpe3puTenbHOe MPO3BHUIIE OETEIX aMEePHKAHOK.
BEPHYTHCSA

6

meBodKa (UM.).
BEPHYThCSA

7

JIIOOMMBIH (HCII.).

CpaboTano, oHa Kynuina ero! Kanugy ybenun B 3ToM ero B3risa. Mapuo Bo30yauia 0HA MBICITb O
TOM, YTO OH IIE€PBLIM B TOPOIKE MEePECIIUT C HOBOM KEHIIHHOM.

— A KaK Xe TBOSI MaMa? — CIIPOCHJI OH.

— Ilomoxpay 0o 3aBTpallIHero Beuyepa. JHH XapBesl IpUriiacuia MaMy Ha [JeHb POXKIEHUS, U OHa
yHULET, KakK TOJIbKO PEeCTOpaH IMOKUHET NOCIeqHUM T0CeTUTEeNb. KOHEYHO, OHA He 3aepKUTCI
IOTO3OHa, BeIb YTPOM MaMa coOMpaeTcs B IIEPKOBL. [ JTaBHOE — He IIIYMH, U TOT[Ia, YBEPEHa, gringa
3axo0y4eT, YTOOBI THI OCTAJICS C He¥ Ha BCI0O HOYb. A yHOEIh YTPOM, KOTfa MaMa OyaeT B IIePKBH.

— ThI cKaxelb AeBYIIKe, YTO 5 IPUTY?

— Her, Mapuo, — Kanupa ycMexHynach, — yCTPOUM el clopnpu3. MHe He X04eTcs, 4YTOOH OHa
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YyBCTBOBaJja ce0st B JOJTY IepPeno MHOM. Thl TOJIBKO IOCTapancs 0ObSICHUTE € IIPUUUHY CBOETO
BU3UTA [0 TOTO, KaK OHA 3aKPUYUT.

"W, — npopormxumna Kanuma npo cebs1, — ecnu Bce MONAET KakK Hamo, TO YaHI0OC BepHETCS KakK pas3
BOBpeMs, YTOOBI ITOPAfOBAaTLCS 3TOMY CIOpIpu3y. Bot OymeTt Becemnas cuenka! Hemmoxo Obl yBUIETH
BCe 3T0». Ho maxe MBIC/IE 00 3TOM COrpeBaja ee.

I'maBa 33

KBagpat xKenrToro cBera mafaj Ha y3KYio I'DPSI3HYI0 YIIOUKY Ilepell MaJleHbKUM TIOMUKOM. B 3TOT Beuep
3mech ObII0 THXO: IO cy000TaM Hapop coOupasics U LIyMesl Ha IJIaBHOM yulle TOPoaKa, fajieko
OTCIOfIa.

YaHpmocy cKa3ajy, YTO Ha 3TOM yJI0UKe XKUBYT B OCHOBHOM [I€BYILIKU-TAHLIOBIIUIH ¥ OOHA U3 HUX,
JlopeTTa, — XKeHIuHa Yauna CMuUTa.

YroOrl HauiTu ee, YaHIOC TOTPATUIT YePTOBY YUMY BpeMeHHu, Begb CMUT xKuit B [1apuce mog opyrum
MMEHEeM 1, HaXOMsCh B PO3LICKE, CTAPAJICS He IMPUBJIEKATh K cebe U3NMUIIHEer0 BHUMAaHUs. 30eCh, B
TOPOIKEe, MaJIio KTO 3HAJI YeJI0BeKa 110 MeHH Yuin ['puH.

KoneuHno, Yunn I'puH MOr 0Ka3aThCd BOBCE HE TEM, 3a KeM O0XOTuJjcsa YaHAoC, ¥ BCe-TaKy, ITOX0XKe,
Ha 9TOT pa3 yhmayda ynebHymack eMy. OH IMOCTOSIJT B TEHU HA OPYTOo¥ CTOPOHE YIIOYKM, HaOmoaas 3a
IOMHKKOM, TIOTOM IBUHYJICS K KPBIJIbIY, TpUXKaB K 60Ky peBosbBep. Cepflle CUIIbHO OUIIOCH OT
IpUATHOTO Bo30yxKmeHus. [Ipubaukanach pa3Bsi3Ka, 0 KOTOpoi YaHAoc Tak Joiro Meuran. Eme
HEMHOT0, ¥ OH BCTPETUTCS JINLIOM K JIUIY C YOUMIEN CECTPHL.

[Ipokpasmuce K aBepy, YaHIOC OCTOPOXKHO IIOBEPHYJI PYUKY — He 3anepTo. [IpuioXuBIINUCE YXOM,
IIPUCIIYIIAJICS: HU4Yero, TOJIbKO KPOBb CTy4asa y HEero B BUCKaX.

OH omgTh Me[JIeHHO IIOBEPHYJI PYUKY, 3aTeM OBICTPO TOJIKHYJI OBepb Horou. OT ymapa 3afipoxKaia BCsS
mepenHsis CTeHa noMuKa. C IMOJKY MOCHIIANACch IIOCYa, OOHA Yalllka BEIKATHUIIACh HA CepPemuHy
rpsi3HOTO 1osa. CBETI0BOJIOCAs IEeBYIIKA TOCMOTPENa C IIOCTENIM Ha AYJI0 PEBOIbBEPA.

ITox TorKO# [TpOCTHIHEH BRIPHCOBBIBAINCH MajIeHbKHE, efBa chopMupoBaBIInecs rpyqu. Yaumoc
BUMEJI, YTO el OT CHJIB TPUHAMIATh-4eTEHIPHAALATE JIeT. MoXkKeT, OH Omu0Cs JOMOM?

— JlopertTa?
— Ia?
IleBOYKa CheXKMIIACh OT CTpaxa.

Yanpoc myMHO B3moxHYI. OH He omu0cs — 3TO TOT caMbli foM! EMy ciemoBaso Okl TIOMHUTD, YTO
CMUT nUTaN IPUCTPACTHE K IOHBIM JeBOYKaM.

Ona 6bla n36uTa, 1 cunbHO. OgHA CTOPOHA JIHIla TOTEMHEeNA U Paclyxja, Ha Ipyroi YepHen
3aMIbIBIIKM r1a3. OT KIIIOUUIIH 10 JIEBOTO IjleYa TSHYJICS OTPOMHBIN CTPAIIHBINM CUHSK, Ha 00eux
PYyKax BHIIIE JIOKTSI BKPYTOBYI0 BUOHENIUCH MEJIKME — CJIEOHI JKeCTOKOM XBaTKU. O TOM, KaK BHITTISIIUAT
€e TeJlo, CKPHITOEe TIO[I IPOCTHIHE!, YaHA0C He X0TelN aXe OyMaTh.

— I'me on?

— K... KT0? — ucnyrasmso Cupocuia OHa TporaTe/lbHBIM JAeTCKUM rOJI0CKOM, U YaHOC BAPYT MOHSAI,
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KaK/MM CTPAIIHBEIM KaXeTCs OH el ceilyvac: 3apOCIINY IeTUHOM — OH He OPUIICS C TeX IOop, Kak
paccrtancsa ¢ KopTHU, — U C peBOJIbBEPOM B pPYKe, MO-IIpeXXHeMY HalleIeHHBIM Ha [AEeBYIIKY.

Y6paB peBobBEp B KOOYPY, OH CKa3ai:

— 4 1ebs He TpoHy. MHe HyxkeH CMmuTt. OHa Hampsariack. CTpax CMEHHUJICSI THEBOM, ¥ B OTKPHITOM
r7a3y BCOBIXHY 3JI00HBIN OTOHEK.

— Brl ono3panu, Muctep. {1 coana noporka. OH U30MI MeHS B IIOC/IeIHUY pas.
— OH B TIoppMe? OHa KMBHYIA:

— [la, uepT Bo3bMu! §1 3Ha/IA, YTO B TOPOJIOK IIpHEXasl PeHHIXKep, HHaye He cTajia OBl ero CoaBaTh.
MecTHO# TIOPbME 5 HE NOBEPSII0 — OH OTTYAa 3anpocTo cbexan Ovl. [IoaTOMy 4epe3 CBOEro Apyra
[Tenmepa g mompocusia perHaKepa 3aiTu Mon000BaThHCS Ha MEHS U COOOIIMIIa eMy, KTO TaKo# Yaup,.
BupuTte nu, Yoiim paccka3siBaa MHE O TOM OeBYIIKe, KOTOPY yousn B CaH-AHTOHMO. OH IIPUTPO3UI
MHe OIHaXK[IhI, YTO TOYHO TaK Xe yObeT U MeHs, U 5 eMy [TI0Bepua.

— U peitapxep 3abpai ero? — crnpocus YaHIoC, cTapasch He BHIKA3HBATh CBOETO HETEPIIEHMUS.

— Ia. OH mpuIIen ciofa Mmo3xe BMeCTe ¢ mepudoM U CXBAaTUIT Yaiiia CO CIyIIeHHFMY IITaHaMHU.
Mep3aBel] XoTel MeHs laXe B TaKOM Bupe. [lymalo, Tak s eMy HpaBuUiach faxe GOJibIIIe.

— U xorga 5710 OBLIIO?
— Tpu gHs Ha3afd, MUCTED.

Yanpoc 3acToHan. YepT nobepu, Bcero Tpu AHsA! Ecnu Ob ero He yKycuia 3mes, eciiy 0vl 3a KopTHu
He MOTHAJIMCh HaeMHBIE OXOTHUKHY 3a JIIOIbMHU, OH He 0I1037asl ObI Ha BCTPEYy C IOHOHKOM.

— Ecnu BE XOTHUTE YBUAETLCI C HUM, MUACTEDP, — IIPOAoJizKaia JlopeTTa, — BaM Haf0 IOTOPOIMUTHCS.
9TOT pelHAXKeEp Bce 3HaeT 00 Yaiige. OH cKa3as, 4To B CaH-AHTOHUO IIPOTUB HETO JOCTATOYHO YUK
U €T0 MOBECSAT Ccpa3y MocJie CKOPOro cyfa.

Yaupgoc He coMHeBascs B 9ToM. OH Obin1 B CaH-AHTOHUO BCKOpe€ I10CJie TOTrO YGHfICTBa " BCE€ O HEM
cnwlmman. TaM oH BIIEPBEIE IIOTEPAII CIIEN CMura.

YaHOoC KUBHYII:
— Cmacu60, MasnbIIIKa.

— {1 He MarbIIKaA, — CKa3asa OHa. — Bo BCSIKOM Cllydae, HAKPaCUBIIUCH, 1 BRITTIAXKY cTaplre. BoT
yXke rof 1 paboTaio B TaHII3a1ax.

— Hapo Ovl 3ampeTuTh 3TO 3aKOHOM.

— Jla 9TO BBl TOBOPUTE? — SI3BUTEJIHHO CIIPOCHUIA OHA. — BaHOUT-MIPOIIOBEIHNK — HECIbIXaHHO! —
YBupes, yTo YaHgoc yxonut, JIopeTTa OKJIMKHYIIA:

— Oi1, muctep! Bel He cka3any, mo4YeMy BB pa3bICKHBaeTe Yaupa.

YaHmoc OTTISHYJICS U ITIOCMOTPeII Ha Hee. [eByIllKa He TOHUMAET, KakK el MoBe3JI0, II0gyMal OH, Bellb
OHa MOTJIa CTaThb OYepemHOou KepTBou CMurTa.
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— 1 pa3bICKMBalO €To 3a YOUMCTBO, MaJlbIIIKa.

Ta meByinka u3 CaH-AHTOHKO He eIUHCTBEHHAs, KOT0 OH yOUII.

[laxe cTOg y IBepH, OH 3aMETHUJI, KaK PYKU ee IIOKPHIJIUCh MypalllKaMu.

— Ho... BB Xe He OyMaeTe, 4TO OH COeXKHUT OT PerHIKepa?

— Her.

— MoxeT, MHe JTydllle yexaTh OTCI0[la, KOTa 3aKUBYT pedpa? — 3aJyMYHBO IIPOrOBOPHUIIA OHA.

YaH[oC BBILIEN ¥, 3aKPHIB I'Jla3a, IPUBAIUICS K IBEPU MaleHbKOT0 JOMUKa. UTO Teneps AenaTh?
IoroHsTh peiHaKepa? [laxke eclid 9TO eMy YOACTCs, 3aKOHHUK He oTHacT CMuTa mo mo6poit Boje.
[TpupmeTcs TPpUMEHUTH CUTY, @ yOuBaTh ero YaHOocy He X0TeNnock. 3a 4To? Yel0BEeK TOIBKO
BBITIOTHSET CBOM moir. OH HUKOTJa He YOMBaJl HEBUHHLIX JIIofiel U He coOupasics genaTh 3TO ceiyac.

U kak xe ero Komausu I'ma3ku? Ecnu oH He BepHETCS B AjlaMeqly Yyepe3 YeThipe [IHS, KaK oberrar,
OHa PEeIInT, 4YTo OH oOMaHyn ee. OHA MOXKET [laXKe IOMBITAThCS yeXaTh B Y9UKO OfHa.

KoneuHo, 310 OB1710 OB YaHIOCY TOIBKO Ha PYKY, HO TAaKOM BapuaHT eMy COBCEM He HpaBuics. Kak
JKe, 4epT BO3bMHU, CIIYYUIIOCH, YTO 3Ta JIeBYIIKa CTajla CaMOM I'JTaBHOM ero 3a60Toi?

YaH[{oc noiues K KOHIOLIHE, pa3gpakeHHbll Heyaauelr. Ho HeT, Henb3d cnuckiBaTh CMUTaA CO CYETOB
JIALIb IIOTOMY, YTO OH OISAThH YCKOJIb3HYJ OT Hero. Huuero, oH cHadana oTBe3eT KopTHU B Y3iiKO, a
oTTyxa aBuHeTCcqd B CaH-AHTOHMO. OH He oTHacT CMUTa ajiavdy-BUCEIbHUKY. [I0IOHOK HOIXKEH
yMepeTh OT ero pyKu!

['maBa 34

B cy660Ty nHeM KopTHu nucana nucbMo MaTTtu. OHa yexasna u3 Pokiu Tpu Hefenu Hasaf. [ocmonw,
HeyKeJIy MIPOIIJIO0 BCET0 TPU Hefenu? A KaXkeTcs, MUHYJIO Y2Ke HECKOIbKO MeCSIIEB.

E#t xoTenoch CoOOOIUTH MOAPYTE, YTO OHA He JKajeeT 0 CBOEM pellleHMH. Mama AnbBapec 3aBepuiia
KopTtHy, uTO yepe3 Anameny B KaH3ac mpoe3kKaeT MHOTO Hapogy ¥ HETPYOHO HAWTH YelloBeKa,
KOTOPBIN 3aXBaTUT €€ MMUCHMELIO.

KoptHu nogpo6Ho onucana MaTTi CBOM [IOPOXKHBIE IPUKITIOYEHUS, HO HE YIIOMSHYJa O TOM, YTO
BIFOOMIACh B CBOETO CIIyTHUKA. B KOHIlE MMCbMa OHa BEIpA3ujia HafeXKIy, YTO HalIeT OTIIa.

ITo cnoBam Mamsl AnibBapec, OTCIOfa O0 Y9UKO OBIJTO MEHbBIIE Heleu €3k, ¥ 3HAYUT, CKOpo KopTHuU
BBISICHUT, TOHSIETCS JIM OHa 3a IIpHU3paKoM, IM UHTYULUS He oOMaHyla ee. KOpTHYU cTapasnach He
OyMaTb O MyPHOM, 4TOOHI He BIlaflaTh B YHEIHUE. Bedb ecliu OHa He HaMUMET OTIa, el IPUIeTCs
MBIKATh TOPe B Y3IKO OfHOM u 6e3 eHer — BCe, YTO y Hee 0CTaJIoCh, OHA [OJIXKHA 0THaTh YaHOocCy.
KopTHu He mipencTasisiia, 4YTO €€ XKAET B TaKOM Cliydae.

Iens mpoien Tuxo. KOpTHY He cupena yxe y OKHa B oxkupganuu Yanmgoca. OHa xoTesa ObIIo
CITYCTUTHLCS B PeCcTopaH moobenath, HO Mama 3ampeTusa el 3To gefiaTh, HallOMHUB, 4TO YaHI0C
BeJieJl JieXkaTh B IIOCTeNIH U He HanpsraTh Hory. C Horo# yxke Obiio nydiie, KopTHY gaxke Moriia
HEMHOT'0 HaCTyTaTh Ha Hee U NepegBUraThcsi 6e3 KOCTHIISA, HO CIIOPUThL ¢ MaMoy He cTajla. MaMa
ArnbBapec UCKpeHHe 3a00Tunach 0 Hell 1 Oblsla cama JoOpoTa B OT/IMYME OT CBOEH 37T00HOM J0YepH.

PaccnpocuB nmoxmnyio MeKcukaHKy, KopThHu y3Hana, uto Kanmupma pa6oTaet o HodyaM B CayHe,
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PAa3HOCUT HAIIUTKU — TOJIBKO 3TO, 3aBEPHUJIa €€ MamMma, HO KOpTHI/I IIOYYBCTBOBAJIQ, YTO Ta HE
01106p;{eT 3aHATUU oo4dyepu. OHa HECKOJIBKO Pa3 IIOBTOPHIJIA, YTO Kanupe BOO6H.I€ He3a4yeM pa6OTaTb
n BCE [IeJI0 B €€ Kallpu3e.

— Yopamuna. Mos nifia [8] — ynpsmunia. Ho oHa yxke B3pocinas, 4To S MOTYy C Hel II0fielaTh?

KopTHM mOHKMMara, YTO MOXKHO IMONUTH paboTaTh, Kejast IPUHOCHUTE II0JIb3Y, Pail IUITHUX OeHeT B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, HO pa0oTaTh B cajlyHe IIPX TOM, YTO B 3TOM HET HUKaKON HeoOX0guMOCTH?

Bnuaumncs seuep, u KopTHHU, MO3gpaBuB ce0si C TEM, YTO 3TOT fIeHb 000Imescs 063 HepUusITHOH
BCcTpeuu ¢ Kanumoi, 3abriia 0 Hell.

Cnatb oHa Jieryia paHo. B mome 6biyio THX0 MaMma yirta B rocti, a Kanuga pa6oTana. 3aTo Ha yaulle
IIyMeJid BOBCIO. B 3TOT cy600THUI Beuep AlaMefa HU4eM He OTJIMYanach OT APYTHX MOTPaHUYHBIX
TOPOOKOB. My>KUMHEI T'yJISI/IM BCIO HOYb HAIIPOJIET, 3HasI, YTO 3aBTPa BOCKPECEHbE U MOXKHO
oTocmaThCsi. HeMHOTrHe XKeHbl TallluIu MyKel C yTpa IIopaHblile B IIePKOBE.

KOpTHI/I y'J'IBI6Hy1'IaCB, BCIIOMHUB, KdK 9aCTO BH€EJId B IEPKBHU Poxkmu KIOIOIMIEX HOCOM MY2KYH1H (
3AIlJIBIBIIMMU KPACHBIMU T'JIa3dMH. HaBepHoe, 37ech, B AlmaMefie, TO XKe caMoe.

Haxkoner oxa 3dCHYIIA. E#i cuumncs HerI/IHTHBII;I CoH. B0 607IbHO, KaKas-TO TSIXKEeCTh flaBUa Ha
T'PyOb. Ona mnaxkarna, BO30yXa He XBATalJlo. A mmotom mosiBuiicsa YaHOOC U BeJen e ImepecTaThb
IINMaKaTh, YCIIOKOUB €€ TaK, KaK YMEJI TOJIbKO OH OHWH.

OH uenosan ee, ¥ KopTHH, TPOCHYBILIXCE, ITOHSIA, YTO BCE 3TO MPOUCXOOUT HasABY. 3HAYUT, 9TO OH
MaBUJI Ha Hee BO CHe. KopTHU He 3afiyMasiack Haj TeM, I0YeMy OH He pa30ynoun ee, MOITHOCTHIO
OTAABIIUCH YIIOUTEJIBHON PafiloOCTA — OH OIATh X04eT ee! OH TaK pefKo O0THaBajICsa 3TOMY KeJIaHU!

Ona o0BHJIa pyKaMu €ro IlIel0, Kpemyue IPUTSHYB K cebe. YCHI 3amiekoTany e nuio, u Koptau
II0XO0JI0MeNa.

— Tot He YaHgoc! — KPUKHYJIA OHA APOXKAIIUM OT yKaca roJIoCOM, OTYASTHHO ITHITasiCh 0CBOOOOUTHCS.

Pyka My>K4MHBI 3aKpbljia e¥ poT, a 6epa BIaBUIKUCH B ee XKUBOT. KOPTHU ITOUYyBCTBOBaIa TBEPAYIO
MY2KCKYI0 IIJIOTh. [la 0H rojbii! KopTHY 3aKkpuyasa, HO ero JlafoHb 3ariyliuia KpUkK.

— II-mw-m... Dios! — OHa yKycuia ero pyky, OH Pe3K0 OTAEPHYJI ee, HO TYT XkKe ONATh 3aKPhII e’
poT. — YTo ¢ TOOOM, KEHIMHA? — Pa3IpazkKeHHO IPOIIKUIIEIT OH.

KOpTHI/I IIBITaJIaCh 3arOBOPUTHL, HO M€EIllajla €r0o PyKa.

— Her, g1 He YaHH0OC, — cepauTo CKa3aj OH. — A 4YTO TH X0TeJla oT Hero? OH muy violento [9]. U ero
3mech HeT. BmecTo Hero s, si?

OHa c Tako# SPOCTHIO IOTPSICIIa TOJI0BOM, YTO IMOYTH COPOCHIIa ETO PYKY.

— Tt He MIOOUIITE MEKCUKAHIIEB? — PE3KO CIIPOCUT OH, U KOPTHU, UCITyTaBIINChH €TI0 TPO3HOI'0 TOHA,
3aCTHIIA.

— Kamnupa cka3ana MHeE, 4TO Te0Oe HyzKeH MyK4YKWHa, — IMPOIoJiKal oH. — OHa yTBepK[asa, YTO ThI
HellpuBepeIuBa. BoT 5 u mpuiies, 4ToOb YCIyXKUTh Tebe, S He coOupaioch OpaTh Te6sT CHUTIOM.
MoxeT, X04uelllb CHavyasa B3rISHYTh Ha MeHs? [109TOMY ThHI TaK HEJJOBOJIbHA?

[ToTpsicenHass KOpTHU KUBHYIIA.
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— Twl He Oymelrs Kpu4aTth, €U 5 yoepy pyKy? — cupocui oH, 1 KopTHU CHOBa KMBHYIIA.

OH cne3 ¢ KOpTHI/I 1, He CIIYCKas C Hee I'lla3, OCTOPOKHO IMMOOHAJICA C KPOBATH. Ona He u3gana HA
3BYKad, © OH HEMHOT'O YCITIOKOHJICA.

KopTHY 3Haja, 4TO KpruaTh Oecrone3Ho. B joMe HeT HYU OyIIM, a HA yIIUIle TaK IIyMHO, YTO HUKTO
He ycnbuT ee. OHa OCTOPOXKHO CYHYJA PYKY IOA MOAYIIKY ¥ HalllyIaja PeBOlbBep. OTa MPUBHIYKA
CIIaTh C OPYXKKeM OCTalach IOCJe MOe3TKHU 0 TPOIle — CllacUTeNbHas npuBeiYKa! KoHeuHO, OHA He
cobupasnack IyCcKaTh PEBOJILBED B X0, HAMIESICh, YTO IO 3TOTO HE JOUOET.

OH YMPKHYJI CIIMYKON U TeIepb OCMaTPUBAJICS B MOKMCKAX JlaMiTbl. KOPTHHU B 3TO BpeMs HATSHYJIa Ha
ce0sI TPOCTHIHIO ¥ Halle/inJia Ha Hero PeBOIbBED. YBUIEB OpyXkKHUe, OH 3aCThII Ha MeCTe U 3aTaull
ObIXaHue.

— He Opocaiite cnnyky, Muctep, — npenynpenuna KopTHU, — eClii CBET IIOTACHET, S BEICTPEJTIO.

KoptHu nouyyBCcTBOBasa, Kak KPOBb IIOTEIJIeNIa y Hee B XKulaxX. B1acTs, KOTOPYIO faBaio OpyXKUe,
nbssHuIa. OHa HUKOTTIa He BBICTPEJIUT, HO OH-TO 9TOT0 He 3Hasl. 3aTo KopTHU yKe He 060s1ach,
TBEPAOX PYKOU [iepKa PeBOJIbBED.

— 3axKTUTe JaMIy, TOJIbKO 0e3 Pe3KUX OBUKEHUH... Me[JIeHHO, Me[IJIeHHO, BOT TakK, — moTpeboBasa
oHa. — Teneps MOXeTe 3agyTh CIUYKY. Xopo1io. Hy a Termeps TOBOPUTE, KTO BBl TaKOU, YEPT BO3bMU?

— Mapmwo.
— Mapuo? — KopTHU HaxMypunacek. — ['Ie-To s yXKe Cibliiana?..

Bcnomuuna! B Ty Houb, B 6peny, YaHgoc ynoMuHam 3To uMs. UTo ke oH roBopun? A, 4ToOsl Kanuma
1171a B IIOCTEJb K Mapwuo...

— 3HaA4uT, TH OPYKOK Kanupasl? — Ipe3puTesibHO CIIPOCHUa OHa.

— MEI pOICTBEHHUKHU.

— Ax, eme u poactBeHHUKN? Ouenb Mmuno! Ee ToH elre 60biie BCTPEBOXKUI Mapuo.
— Mos omexkpa, ceHbopuTa... MOXKHO g ofeHych? Kaxercs, g oumbcs.

— Her, Mapwuo, T He omubCcsi, 9TO TBOSI POICTBeHHHUIIA omuback. [Ja, KOHEeYHO, omeBalicsa! — OHa
1I0YyBCTBOBasa OemreHcTBO. — Y moxkuBee!

OH TOPOIUIMBO HadaJl 0f1eBaThCs, U KOPTHU IPUHSAIACH PA3TIAABIBATE €r0. ITO ObIT KPYIHBIHN
MYXK4YKWHa — HE CTOJIbKO BRICOKHUH, CKOJIbKO MYCKYJTUCTHIN, C OYE€Hb LIUPOKOH T'PY/IbIO.
HeynouBuTenbHO, YTO OHa YyTh HE 3aJ0XHYJACh IO €T0 TSAXKECThI0. boXKe, 1a OH MOT IIEPEJIOMUTD €€
KaK TPOCTUHKY. U YK KOHEYHO, 3aIIpOCTO OBjIafies ObI €10, eCyu OBl 3aX0TeN B3SITh ee cuiioi. CrnaBa
Bory, oH 0Ka3ascs He TAKUM YK HETOHSIEM.

— Hy, s noiiny, — ¢ HageXkaou B rojioce IPoroBopus oH. — Eciu 03B0OIUTE, KOHEYHO.

9T0 OBUIO CKa3aHO B pacyeTe Ha To, 4To KopTHU omycTuT peBoibBep. Ho oHa He cpernasna 3Toro —
MunyTtouky, Mapuo. UYto uMeHHO cKa3ana Tebe Kamupma?

— Cornrana, g gymaro.
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— He comMHeBawCh, HO 4YTO UMEeHHO? Mapuo pelus He 3anupaThCs:

— Ona cKasasa, YTO BBl IIPOCTUTYTKA, CEHbOPUTA, ¥ IIpHexanu B AnaMeny paboTaTh B 3aBefleHUN
BepTwr.

[Ilexu KopTHU 3amnblianiy OTHEM.

— Yro 370 3a 3aBefeHue? [IyOIUYHEINA JOM?

— Si, ¥ 0YeHb XOPOIINA.

— A 4TO Xe TOorfa g Aelal 30eCh, eCIU MHE CllelyeT HaXOAUThCSA TaM?

— Kanupa ckazana, 6ygTo y Bac 4TO-TO C HOTOM.

— OTo mpasBga.

— OHa cka3saJjia, YTO BHI ITIOKUBETE 3[IeCh C €e MaMOM, TI0Ka He MOMPaBUTECH.
— A 470 ellle OHa CKa3asa Tebe. Mapuo? BriknambiBaii!

— Bbooce, BaM 5TO He ITOHPABUTCH.

— T'oBopu! — pemmTtenbHO moTpeboBana KopTHu.

— OHa CKasasa, YTO BaM HyK€eH MyXK4YKMHa, CEHbOPUTA, YTO BaM... TSIKKO XKMIaTh, IIOKA... TIOKA BB
nepeenete K bepre. OHa roBopuiia, YTO BH IIPOCUTIH €€ IOJLICKATh BAM MYKUYMHY, YTO BaM...
HEBTEPIEXK.

— Bboxe, 3aueM Bce 9TO BpaHbe? — B3opBanack Koptau. — OHa TakK 4 CKa3ajla — «HEBTEePIIexX»?

OH 3HEPruYHO 3aKWBaJI, HE CBOAS C Hee UCIyTaHHHIX I'1a3. [HeB UCKA3UII ee IO, a AYJI0
PeBoJIbBEpPa MO-IIPexkHeMy OBIJI0 HAallpaBJIeHO eMy B caMoe Ceple.

Ho TyT oHa ynuBunia ero.

— Moxews uatu! Het, He Bo3uch ¢ canoramu! Bo3pMu, IOTOM HafeHels. [la, u eme, Mapuo, —
OCTaHOBHJIA OHA €T0 B ABePsX. — Eciu TH elle pa3 MOSBUIILCS B MOeH KOMHATe, 5 IpoCcTpento Tebe
Oalnky.

B sTOM OH HE COMHEBaJICS.

I'maBa 35

Kanupa BCcio HOUb Ipoxkpana Mapuo B cajyHe, HO OH Tak U He BepHYJICcA. Korga canyH 3aKphUICs, OHA
IoIIjia K HeMy M XfaJjla ero TaM. Yaca B YeThIpe yTpa OHa HaKOHelI] 3acHyJIa.

KopTHu ToXKe Xfasna, Korfa BepHeTcs Kanuna. OHa Mepuiia maraMu KOMHATY, Bce 60Jbllle BCKUIas
oT rEeBa. OHa CIbllIasa, Kak B JeCATh 4aCOB BEPHYJIACh U3 rocTell Mama, HO 110CJIe 3TOr0 JOM 3aTHUX.
Torma oHa nersa cnate. He unty Xe B canyH uckats Kanuny!

B BOCKpPECEHbEE YTPOM 1 Kanuma, u KOpTHI/I IIPOCHYIIUCH PAHO, XOTA o0e TOYTH He CIaJ¥ HOYb. s
Kanupgger aTo OBLTT ITOYTH IIOOBUT — OHa IIPHUBLEIKJIAa BCTAaBATh IMMO3JHO. Ho eti HE TEPIIEJIOCE Y3HATh, YEM
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3aKOHYHUJIaCh UCTOPHA, KOTOPYIO OHa BY€pPa TaK JIOBKO IIOOCTPOMIIA.

Mapwuo Tak 1 He BEPHYJICS, U3 Yero OHa 3aK/II04YuIa, YTO OH CO0Ia3HUII gringa ¥ IIPOBeJI C Hel BCIO
Houyb OTnuyHO! Temepb 0CTaBAIOCh MOAYMAaTh O TOM, KaK IIPEIOAHECTH 3TY HOBOCTL YaHHoCy.
CaMopmoBOIBHO yIbI0asACh, OHA BHIIIIA U3 CaIyHA.

Mapuwuo Bupes, Kak OHa, IPUTAHIIOBLIBAS, Ij1a 1Mo ynuie. OH u a00ui 9Ty puta, u HeHaBumen. Hy
HUYEero, OHa ChIrpajia C HUM II0CJIeNHIOI mIyTKy! Mapuo 3Has, 0 4eM OHa ceryac mymaet. OH
HApPOYHO He BEPHYJICS JOMOM, YTOOHI CMeIlaTh e# KapThl. OH 3HaJI, YTO OHa OymeT MOmXKXHUIATh ero
TaM CO CBOMMH PACCIPOCAMH, ITO3TOMY TToIes K bepre v Hanuics B 9Ty HOYb OH HE COMKHYII TJIa3
Temeppr Mapwuo 3ackian Ha xomy. C paccBeTa OH CTOSINT Y OKHa Ooppenisi, oxXugas IossBiaeHus Kanumer
3aBemeHne bepThl HAXOOUIIOCH HAa OKPauHe TOPOAKa, ¥ OTTya YeTKO MPOCMaTPUBAJIaCh BCS YIHIIA.

BEPHYTHCSA

8

IeBOYKa, JeTKa (1cI.).
BEPHYThCS

9

OYeHb XKEeCTOKUH (UCII.).

[IsTHAOUATh MUHYT Ha3aJ OH BUMEJ, KaK B JIOMe ero POJCTBEHHUKOB PACIIaXHYTOCh OKHO CIIalbHU
gringa. 3HAUWT, OHa y2Ke BCTaja A MATh MHHYT Ha3ajl U3 [oMa BEIIIa MaMa ¥ HallpaBWIach B
IIePKOBb.

Mapwuo MHOT0 0oTHan 6k ceriyac, YTOOBI IOMACTh B JOM U MIOCMOTPETH, 4TO 6ymeT. Ho oH GBI
CYaCTJIUB y2Ke OT TOTO, UTO B MEPBHIM Pa3 KOBapHLIE IJTaHbl Kamumgel mpoBanunuck. M nomenom eu!
3Hana OBl, KAKOBO 3TO — CTOSITh IO AYJIOM PEeBOJIbBEPa pa3bspeHHOM XKeHIuHbE! HakoHel] oH
OCTaBUJI CBOM HaOIIOIaTeMbHEINM ITOCT ¥ IPHUCTPOUIICS B KPOBATH PSIOOM C XpaleBIIel IITIONTKOMN.,

KopTHu cTOsiNa B KyxXHe y IJIUTH ¥ HajliBaia cebe Kode, MPUTOTOBIIEHHBIN MaMoii mepey] yXomoM B
11epKoBb. KpOBb B Hell Kumesna. BCAKU pa3 mpu MBICIM O TOM, YTO MOTJIO CIIY4YUTHCS HOYLIO, ee
oOypeBaJsa sipoCTk.

Boiifs B KyxHio 1 3actaB TaM KopTHu, Kanupa yousneHHO okpyrnunia riasa. OHa He oxupgana
YBULETH €€ B CTOJIb PAaHHUU Yac.

MekcuKaHKa IIPOIIIa Briepe, HeOpeXHO MoKayuBas 6egpaMu. 3aMETHB OCYHYBIIIEECS ¥ YCTAJIOe
nu1io KopTHY, OHA MOHUMAIOIIEe YCMEXHYach.

— Kak nposena HOYKY, puta? — cIpocuia OHa, Xuxukasi. — Mapwuo ele 31ecs?

— Mapuo ymien, — TAX0 U CIIOKOKHO Ipou3Hecsa Koptau. — OH ucHIyrasncs, 4To 5 ero MpUCTPEIo.
YcMernika crosizna ¢ nuila Kanumsl.

— Bpems! I'me emy ObITh, KakK He 3aech? [JoMOM OH He ITPUXOIHUIL.
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— HaBepHoe, OH B ITOCTeNH Y KaKOHU-HUOYIb OPYTOM XKEHITUHEL B 9TOM moMe OH He HOOHUICS HHYEro.

— Hy kak xe, paccka3riBali! BOT TOJIBKO IOBEPUT /I B 3TO YaHAOC? — S3BUTEJIBHO 3aMeTUIa
Kanupa.

Tyt KopTHU BCe nOHsATa. 3HAUYUT, OHA 3aAyMaia Bce 9T0 u3-3a YaHpgoca! Kak ke oHa cpa3y He
moragajach!

PasMaxHyBIIKChH, OHA BleNuIa 3aTpeinuny Kanumge. Kanuma B3peBena, U XKeHIMHE HaOPOCUIHUChH
Opyr Ha apyra. CIycTsi MTHOBEHHE OHM YKe KaTaJIuCh 1o moy. Kanmumga uMea OOJIbIION OIIBIT 10
YaCTH IIOTACOBOK M He THYIIAIach I'PSI3HBIMU CpencTBaMu. KOpTHM Xe HUKOT{a He Apanach, HO,
MaBasi BBIXO]] 3aXJIECTHYBILIEH ee 3JI0CTH, [ejlajia 9TO IPOCTHO M OTYASTHHO.

Ona elle ABa pa3a xjecTHyna Kanuny mo nuily, BTOPEIM yAapoM packKBacuB ei Hoc. Ho Kanupa tak
CHJIbHO TTHYJIA ee KOJIEHOM B KUBOT, 4To KopTHU ocnabuia xBaTKy. MeKCMKaHKa BCKOYHUIIA Ha HOTH U
Opocunach K KyXxoHHOMY IKapuuKy. KopTHU ToXKe MOJHSIACh, U B 9TOT MOMEHT Kanuna
ITOBEPHYJIaCh — C HOZKOM B PYK€ U OTUKUM JIMKOBAHWEM BO B3TIIAE.

KOpTHI/I 3aCThIJIa Ha MeCTe, ITIOYYBCTBOBAB, KdK BOJIOCHI 3allIEBEJIUJIUCE Y HEE Ha I'OJIOBE.

— Hy, 4To XKe TH BcTana? — HacMenuBo Opocuina Kanuma. — Tel xoTena Moelt KpoBu. Tak ugu u
BO3bMU ee!

KopTHE cMOTpesa, KakK HOXK COBeplllajl 3aBOpakUBalOIIe OBUXKEHNS B PyKe y conepHUUbl. Yitu? Ho
torga Kanupma nouyBcTByeT cebs mobenuTenbHuIled. Henmb3s ocTaBuTh 0€3 0TBETA €€ TOofJIbe
BHIXOJIKY. PacKBallleHHBIM HOC — ciabas pacmiaTta. YecTs noBeneBana KopTHY BEIUTPATh 3TOT 0O,

Kanupa, 3ametuB Konebauus KopTHH, pellniia, 4YTO Ta Canach, ¥ MPLIXKOK AEBYIIKY 3acCTall ee
Bpacmiox. KopTHu OBICTPHIM OBUKEHMEM CXBATHJIA PYKY, AepKaBIIyI0 HOX.

Y Kanmunsl moMyTuiioch B ronoe. OHa He cobupanach yOuBaTh gringa, XOTs Ta IlepBas Hallajla Ha
Hee. OHa MeKCHKaHKa, 1 3a yOMICTBO ee OBECAT. A BOT gringa 3ampocTo Morja youTs Kamuny, u mo
rna3aM KopTHu ObIIO BUHO, YTO, TOIIAAY HOXK € B PYKH, OHA He IPEeMUHET UM BOCIIOJIb30BAThCS.

Kanmupa ucnyranack. 9Ta fAeByIIKa cymMaciieninas. KopTHU Kpemye cxkajla PYKy MEKCUKAHKU U
TIOACTYIIXJIA K HEl BIJIOTHYIO.

— BpOCb HOX! — pa3gaincs My}KCKOfI rosoc. B OBEPsX CTOAIL YaHaoc, ¥ B3rJIsA ero MeTasl MOJTHUH.

— 4 cxazan — 6pock 4epToB HOX! HOXK CO CTyKOM yIiai Ha I0J1, ¥ JeBYIIKHA OTIPSHYIN APYT OT
nopyra. Kanvupga Hadasa onpaBiisaTh OfeXKAY U BEITUPATh C Jidlla KpoBb. KOPTHU CTOsIa pacTepssHHas 1
CMyllIeHHas, He CMesI B3TJIIHYTh B I71a3a YaHpoca: el ObII0 Y2KacHO CTHITHO, YTO OH 3acTall ee
BPaCILJIOX.

— 4 xkny o0bsicHeHu#, — cka3an Yangoc. KopTHu B3rnsHyna Ha Kanumy, HO Ta, TPSIXHYB T'OJIOBOH,
OTBEepPHYJack. JIOXKb ITOMOTasa e BHIKPYTUTLCS U3 10001 CUTyaIUH.

— OrTa gringa, KOTOPYIO TH IPUBe3 CIOfa, Hamana Ha MeHs! — € XxapoM BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa.
— 9Jrt0 npasga, Koptau?
KopTHU U3yMJIeHHO yCTaBUJIach Ha HETO, He Bepsl CBOMM yIlIaM.

— KopTtHu? — nosropuna oHa. — Trl Ha3Ban MeHs Koptau? [Touemy? [Touemy cemrgac?
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OH B300XHYI U, OPOCUB V IBEPU CBOU CelleIbHbIE CYMKH, MEIJIEHHO ITOMOIIEN K HEll.

— Yto ¢ T0060i, 4epT Bo3bMuU? ThI BCS KUITUIIID.

— Omna peBHyeT, querido, — npoMypJibiKana Kanupga.

KopTHU 3af0xHYy1ach OT 3710CTH:

— Ona Bpet! Ecnu THI, ApsiHb, COOUPAEIhCS BPaTh, TOTHA MHE IIPUAETCS PaccKalaTh eMy IpaBmy!

— Torga pacckaxu eMy, KaK Thl BEIIIBLIPHYJIA MEHSI U3 CBOEY KOMHATHI, KOTJa MEL TOJIBKO
TI03HaKOMMJIUCh, — TIOCIemuia BcTaBuTh Kanuna. — OHa Tak ykacHO Bena ce6st co MHOM, Yanpoc! 4
TOJIBKO CIIPOCHTIA, 3a4€eM OHa Clofla IpHUexana, @ OHa CTaja KpudaTh, YTO 3TO He MOe HeJlO.

— Kak s moMHI0, B TOT IeHb KprUyala TOIbKO Thl, — OTpPBI3HYy/Iach KOpTHU.
— 4? — Kanupa ynuBIeHHO OKPYTJIKA I'la3a. — ¢ Ipullza N03HaKOMUTHCS ¢ TOOOH H...

— 3atknaucs, Kanuga! — B3pesesn Yanpoc. Ero tepnenue ucromwunocs. CxsatuB KopTHY 3a pyKHU, OH
IpuBJIEK ee K cebe. — Jlemu, roBopH, U MOCKoped! 91 ckakaj BCIO HOYb ¥ YMHPAIO OT YCTAJIOCTH. Y
MeHS HeT HUKAKOI'0 XKeJlaHUus Mpo0upaThCsl CKBO3b Nebpy KU B IIOKMCKaX IIpaBObl. PaccKka3kiBaii, 4To
CIIy4YHUIIOCE.

YyBCTBYyS cebOs 3arHaHHBIM 3BepbKOM, KOpTHU TolIa B HaCTYIIIEHUE:

— Tl X04elb 3HaTh, 4TO CIYy4YUJIOCh? JIagHO, 1 pacckaxy! Buepa BedepoM s MPOCHYyIach U
oOHapyXujla B CBOeH IIOCTEIN MYXKYUHY — TaKOT0 e T'0JIoro, Kak U . 9TO TBOS... TBOS JII0O0BHHUIIA
II0Jociala ero Ko MHe!

OH Kpemye CXKaJl ee PYKH, HO TOJIOC ero ObLI TaK JTaCKOB.
— OH obumern Teba?

I'HeB uccsikan. Koptau 3Hana, 4to YaHOoc ceryac B XKYTKOU APOCTH, HO BCE XKe Cpa3y 3afal UMEHHO
3TOT BOIIPOC.

— Her.

— Kak mameko oH?..

— Yanpoc!

OHa He KeJajia TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM B pucyTcTBun Kamuarl, Ho YaHAoC yxkKe Tepsis caMoobiiafaHue.

— Kaxk ke KpemnKo TH cllajia, eCjii eMy YAaloCh CHATH C TeOs ofiexkay BO CHE? — CIIPOCHUI OH. —
CIIpallliBalo, Kak JaneKo?..

— l'ocrmogu! — Bckpuyana oHa. — [la 1 caMa pa3fenach, JI0Kach cIaTh. B KoMHaTe OBIIO XKapKo, a
Ha y/Iulle IIyMeJd, ¥ g 3aKphljia OKHO. {1 crajna, Korga oH Ko MHe mpo0Opascs. [lyMmalo, OH IPUIIEN B
ofiexkae, HO CHSJI ee TIepeq TeM, KaK 3ae3Thb Ha MeHS.

— Kaxk pgamneko oH?..

— OH TOJNBKO Ien0Basl MeHs, YaHOoC! — BOCK/IMKHYJIA OHa. — Kak TO/IBKO 51 IOYyBCTBOBaJIa €ro yCH,
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s TIOH$/Ia, 4TO 3TO0... — OHa 3amHyJjach U 3aKOHYHUJIIA IIEeT0TOM:
— YT0 9TO HE THI.
— Jlanbure? — momosr4as, morpedosan Yaumoc.

— Hy s, KoHe4Ho, cTana conpoTUBNAThCSI. OH 3TOT0 He oXupaaj. Korga oH BcTasl, YTOOH 3aKedb
JlaMILy, s focTasa peBoiibBep. C UCIYTy OH BO BCEM IIPHU3HAJICH.

O6a obepHyIUCh U TOCMOTPenu Ha Kanupmy.

— XO0po1110 COYMHSAEIIb, gringa, — CKa3ajla MeKCUKaHKa, — HO Mapuo He Ipullles JOMOU BYepa
HOYbI0. ['me XKe oH OblI, ecu He y Tebs1?

OtctpanuB Koptau, Yanmoc nosepHysncs K Kanmune, Oypass ee B3rnsigoM. TakuMm Kanupma ero ere He
Bupena. [I0HIB, UTO OH He BEPUT €i, OHa CTajlla HEPBHO 3ajlaMbIBaTh PYKH.

— Mapuo? — rHeBHO CIPOCHUJI OH. — THI IIOgocCana K Her Mapuo? Kannga monsaTunace.

— [Topgocnana? Het, HET! — MoOCHeHo OTBeTUIA OHA. — f TOJIBKO CKa3ajla eMy, 4TO OHa 3[eCh, U
IIpeqJiokKuiIa 3aUTH I0O3HAaKOMUTHCS UJIU KaK-TO pa3Bliedb ee — a TO OHa Bce cupaena ogHa. Ecnu
gringa npurnacumna ero K cebe B II0CTeJb, TO I TYT HU IIPU YEM.

— Bpems, gpsHb! — KOpTHU 3a0XHYIaCh OT SIPOCTH.

Ho Yanpoc He ObIT CTOMIB JIETKOBEPeH. Pe3k0 BEIOPOCUB BIIepel PYKY, OH COMKHYJI ITaJIbLIbI Ha TopJjie
Kanunsr.

— Cnepnosano Obl CBepPHYTD Tebe 11et0, CTepBa! — ImpophIvaj OH B ee UCKaXXKeHHOe CTPaxoM JIUI0. —
2KeHIuHa, Ha KOTOPYIO TH TOCMETIa 00PATUTh CBOIO 37100y, HAXOOUTCS MO MOeH 3aImuTou. S myman,
3[IeCh eIMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, TTIe S MOT'Y CIIOKOMHO OCTaBUTh ee. Ho THI 3aTesizia IPsi3HbIEe UTPHI, U
Telepb MHE MIPUAETCS YOUTh YeI0BeKa, MPOTUB KOTOPOT0 I HUYEro He UMEIO.

Kanuna mob6ienHerna.

— YOuTh ero? — Bckpuuasa oHa. — Ho 3a uto? OH ke HU4Yero He cuenasn! OHa caMa CcKa3ajla, 4YTO OH
HUYero He caesnai!

YaHpmoc OTIIBHIPHY €€ OT cels.
— OH BOpBaJICA K HEY B KOMHATY ¥ Hanyraia. OH IpuKacaacsd K Hey. OTOTr0 JOCTaTOYHO.

Ox momen k gBepu, HO KopTHu 6pocuiach 3a HUM U Io#Majia ero 3a pykas. CTpax, THEB ¥ BOJTHEHHE
o0ypeBau ee.

— THI CITMIIIKOM CEPLE3HO OTHOCHUIIIECS K CBOUM 00513aHHOCTSIM, YaHmoc. S, KOHEYHO, IIeHI0 3T0, HO
BEMb S ¥ CaMa MOTJIa 3aCTPeNIUTh ero, ecyu Obl 3aX0Tea.

— To1 He cuenana 0wl 9Toro, Komausu a3k, — Cepbe3HO 3aMeTHJI OH.

— Tl B 3TOM Tak yBepeH? — Bo3pa3usia KopTau. — Ho TH He Moxemrs youts Mapuo, Yanpoc! OH HE
B yeM He BHHOBAT. OHa HaBpasia eMy, 4To s Ipuexasa ciofa padotaTts y bepthl. OHa cKa3asa emy,
YTO f... IPOCTUTYTKa U MHE HyXKeH MyX4yuHa. UTo MHe... MHe... — fIpOCTh OIATL OXBaTUIIA €e. —
Hesrepnex! — Yanpoc nonepxuyncsa. — He cMelt cMedThCsI! — KPpUKHYJIA OHA.
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— A g9 u He gyMar!

KopTHU nOgo3puTenbHO OCMOTPeNa Ha Hero. JlafgHo, nycTs Becenutcs! [1o kpallHel Mepe JTUI0 ero
yKe He BbIpaxasio PerrMOCTH YOUMITHL.

— Hy Tak BOT, OHa Hamena eMy BCe 3TO, X OH IIPUIIIeN KO MHE, YTOOHL... HY... YCIyKUTh MHE,
IIOHUMaAeIlh?

— Hy 9TO XK, €CJId X04ellb, MO2Kellb PAaCll€eHUBATh 3TO TakK.

— He Hapmo uponusuposaTs, YaHgoc. Bce elie 651aromonyyHo 3aKOHYMUIIOCE. [Jaxke y3HaB, UTO 5 €ro
He X04y, OH MOT B34Tbh MeHd cuiior. Ho oH XKe He cHenasn 3Toro!

— Hy napHo. — YaHpgoc B3poxHyn. — 9 He Oyay ero yousath. U Bce Ke MHE Hafio yIaguTh Koe-KaKue
nena. 2Kou MeHs1 y ce0s1. — 3aMeTUB TPEeBOTY BO B3rjsAe KOpTHU, OH HEXKHO JOTPOHYJICS [0 ee
meku. — He Bonuy#cs, Komaubu I'ma3ku. 4 He coennaio HUYEro TaKOro, 4To Tebe HempUsTHO. A
Teneps IpuBeau cebs B IOPSIOOK U OTHOXHHU. Tebe He IOMeIllaeT HEMHOTO IIOCTaTh. {1 HEHAOMTo.

T'omoc Yanpoca ycmokoun KopTHY, a ero IpUKOCHOBEHUE CKAa3aslo, 4To el GoJblle He 0 YeM
6ecmokouThcs. OHa BBIIIUIA U3 KYXHU, OCTABUB €T0 HaeguHe ¢ Kanmumoii.

I'maBa 36

Ensa KopTHU IepecTynuia Iopor CBOeX KOMHATHL, KaK TYT XKe OLIyTusa I0CIefCTBUS APaKy C
Kanupoii: 6onbHas HOra 3aHBUIA C HOBOM cuiioi. OHa IPOKOBLIIAIA K MalleHbKOMY OBaIbHOMY
3epKa’blly, BUCEBIIEMY HaJ KOMOMIOM, U, B3IJIIHYB Ha CBOe NULo, 3acToHana. O boxe, Yangoc Bupen
ee B TakoM Bupe! Kakoi kommap!

Bornockl B 6ecriopsiike, miaThe 3aUTO KOGe U B HECKOJIBKUX MECTaX IIOPBAIOCh, B OOHOHN M3 TPOPEX
Ha TIJIede BUOHBI TPH IIOIYKPYTJIbie PAHKM C 3aleKInercss KpoBeio. Ha 1mree Toxe 3acoxImasi KpoBb. B
YTOJIKE TJIa3a ¥ 38 YXOM IapalnuHEL

KopTHU 3Hama, 4T0 mo3xke npocTynaT cuHsaku. [IpoknsaTas Kanuna! Xoporno, uto YaHgoC 0BEpUI
KopTHU ¥ yBUOENT HAKOHEI BCIO HU30CTh CBOEH OBIBIIIEH JTIO0OBHUIIE. Temeph-TO OH BPSI[ TN 3aX04eT
mepecnaTh C Hell. 9Ta MBICIIb OoCTaBuiaa KOpTHU 3710pagHOe yIOBOILCTBHE.

[Ipexpe Bcero caemoBao NPUHATL BaHHY, M OHA OIAThH CIIyCTUIACh B KyxHI0. YaHpoca u Kanupne! Tam
yXke He ObU10. [ToKa rpenach Bofia [j1s BaHHE, KOPTHU OATepIia Ha MOy JIyKHUIy IIPOJIUTOTO B ApakKe
kKo¢e. TyT mpuiiia u3 11epkBu Mama u noMmoriia KopTHY 3aHeCcTH BaHHY HaBepX. KOpTHU HU CIIOBOM
He 00MOJIBUJIACh O CIIYYUBIIEMCS, COOOIIUB TOJIBKO, 9YTO YaHAOC BEPHYJICS.

Korga oHa BEIMBIIACH U c061/1panac5 BBIJTUBATDH BOAY M3 BAHHEI, ITOSABUIICS Yaupoc. Boren oH,
pa3yMeeTCs, He IIOCTYy4aB, HO KOpTHI/I YZXKe IIPUBEIKJIA K €T0 ﬁeCHepeMOHHOCTI/I.

Ero Bup Hamyran ee. ITo4TH TakKo¥ 3Ke BCTPeIaHHEIN, KaKOl OblJla OHa caMa Immocjie apaku ¢ Kamumoi,
OH, TIPUTHYBIIIKCH, IePXKaJICs 3a O0K.

— O, 9T0 UMEHHO TO, YTO MHe Haflo! — cKa3aJsl OH, B3TJISIHYB Ha BaHHY C BOLOM.
— ITonaraio, THl He COOMPAEIILCS MHE HUYET0 PacCKa3blBaTh? — CYXO0 CIIPOCHTIA OHA.

— A Heuero paccka3blBaTh, — IIPOTOBOPHUJI OH U, B3[[OXHYB, O00OABUII:
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— 41 ero He y6oun. Ho u ciycTuTh 3T0 eMy He Mor. Kanupma ynu3Hyma U3 KyXHU Cpa3y ke Mociie
TBOETO yXO/a, MHaYe 5 3aAyIuui Ol ee.

— Ho, Yanpgoc, Begs Mapuo Hu4Yero He caemnan!

— Ou npukacarcs K Tebe.

Tako# oTBeT mo3abasuin KopTau. [TogymMaTh TOJIBKO, KaKOM COOCTBEHHUK!
— U k1O X)e mobenun?

— Cywuraii, HAYbS, — CKa3aJl OH, CO CTOHOM IIpUCaXKuBasiCh Ha KpoBaThb. — HO, KaXkKeTCs, CYKUH ChHIH
cioMast MHe pe0po.

KopTHu mocremmusia K HEMY U MOTSHYJIAch K MMyTOBUIIaM Ha ero py0allke.
— Jau mocMoTpro!

Ho oHa He ycnena {0 HEro JOTPOHYThCS: cXxBaTUB KOPTHU 3a PyKY, OH BOIIPOCUTENBHO B3TJISIHYIT Ha
Hee. B ero romy06rIx ria3ax OBIIO CTOIBKO YYBCTBA, YTO OHA PACTepsiyiach, HE COBCEM ITOHUMaAs, YTO
TBOPUJIOCH CerYac B €ro AylIe.

KopTHU oTCTymnUIIa Ha 1ar.

— THI XOTEJ IPUHATL BaHHY, — CMYIIIEHHO ITPOrOBOPUIIa OHa. — MOMCS, s BHIUAY.
— Moxelb ocTaThCs. 4 BepIo, UTO TH He Oymelb IOATISOLIBATD.

— Bpsig nu aTo ymo6Ho...

— OcTanbCs, 4epT BO3bMHU!

— Xoporo.

KOpTHI/I TIIOBEPHYJIACh U IIOIJIa K OKHY. HpI/IHBI/IHYB CTY1 K ITIOJOKOHHHUKY, OHa CeJla, HallPAXKEHHO
BRIIIPSAMUB CIIMHY U CTUCHYB 3YGBI, " CTalla MOJI4a XKOaThb.

— Kak TBOs HOra? — CIIPOCHII OH.
— Jlyume. OH HaXMypUIICS:
— He pyiicsi. Komaybu ['ma3ku! IIpocTo s He Xx04y, 4TOOH ThI 6€3 MEeHsI HaTKHY/Iach Ha Kanumy.

CrnrlllIa, Kak IMaflaeT Ha II0JT ofiexkma, KopTHY paccessHHO CMOTpesa B OKHO. JIiofy BO3BPAIaIKuCh U3
IIePKBH, IBOE MaJIbUMIIEK caM03abBEHHO TOHSIA M4, MaJleHbKasl JeBoUKa Oerasa 3a CoOaKoMu.
KopTHu Bupena Bce Kak OBl CKBO3b IejieHy TyMaHa. Camoru YaHmoca cO CTYKOM yIay Ha IO, ¥ OHa
B3[IPOTHYIIA.

Ero cTpeMiieHne oXpaHSTh ee ¥ BCeTfia Nep3KaTh B I0JIe 3PeHHsI, KOHEYHO, BeCbMa II0XBaJIbHO, HO
ceiiuac KopTHU He MoOra OLleHUTh ero 3a060Ty. 3Hasl T1 OH O TOM, YTO OHA, CU[d ¥ OKHA, MBEICJIEHHO
npefcTaBsiia cebe Kaxaoe ero apuxkenune? Cepalle 4yTh He BHIIPHITUBAJIO U3 TPYAU OT BOJIHEHUS.

[MoceIrancst BCIIJIECK BOOBI M €T0 IIyMHEIM B30X. Boma, HaBepHOE, yKe oCThIa, 1 KopTHH, pemus,
YTO €My XOJI0OHO, BOOGpa3uia, Kak paCTUPAET ero Teo.
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Osna Bckouwma co cTyna. Kak oOH cMeeT nofgsepraTth ee 9Tou neiTke? Eil Ka3anock, CJI0BHO ee
TIoIKapuBaloT Ha MeMJIEHHOM orHe. A oH 6e33a60THO IJIelleTCs B BaHHE, Jaxke He I0J03peBast 0
TOM, KaK el I1JI0X0. becuyBCTBEHHOE XKMBOTHOE!

— Cspp, Komraubu ['ma3ku. A elre nydine monexu. Ero rimy0oKui ryxou Iojloc 3aCTaBUI ee
3aTpenetaTh. KopTHU cena.

«Jlymai o yeM-HuOynb gpyroM, KopTHH... 0 4eM-HUOYOb gpyrom!»

— Twl cgenan To, 4To X0Tedn, B [Tapuce? — cimabbIM roiocoM pobopMoTasa OHa.

— Her, Teneps MHe npupeTtcs: exaTb B CaH-AHTOHMO.

— Jlo umu mmocye Toro, Kak OTBe3ellb MeHs B YIUK0?

— ITocne, — oro3Basncs oH. — Ho MHe Hago TOPOMIUTHCS, TO3TOMY IToefeM OBICTPO. BrimepKutis?
— A pa3sBe y MeHS$I eCThb BbIOOp?

KopTHM moexkumach, MOHSB, YTO B ee roJjioce Mpo3By4yana obumga. Ho 4To oHa Moria ¢ coboii
nopenath? OHa Oblyta yBepeHa: Yaunoc npugyman CaH-AHTOHKO, 9YTOOB! ITOCKOpee M30aBUTHCS OT
Hee.

— Yrto cnyyunoce. Komaywsu I'nazgu?

— Huuero, — x00gHO 0TO3Bajsach OHa. — MEI eleM CEerogHs?

— Hert, MHe Hago oTHOXHYTh. Y TOTOM, IT0-MOEMY, TH HE BHICIIA/IaCh IPOILION HOYbIO.
— Tw1 mpas. [IoMosuas, OH CIIPOCUIT:

— He HaligeTcs y Tebs yero-HuOynb, 4TOOH epeBsi3aTh MHe pebpo?

— Hampuwmep?

— HuxHag 100ka Dogoumer.

— TonbKo He MOSI, — BO3pa3ujia OHa. — Y MeHd UX Bcero ase. [loupny copomy y...

— Hert-Her, He Gecnokoiicsi, — ob6opBan ee YaHmoc. — MoxkeT, HUKAKOI'0 ITepejioMa U HeT, a TOJIbKO
yu0.

Focnionu, HeyxXemnu el faxe Ha MUHYTKY HeJlb351 BEIUTU U3 KOMHATHL?
— 4 4yro, HaKa3aHa, YaHgoc? [ToueMy ThHI He BEIITyCKaellb MeHS?

— 4 gyman, TH yKe IPUBHIKJIA OCTaBaThCS CO MHOU HaefguHe. Komauby ['ma3ku. C 4ero 3To BAPYT THI
ucIyraaach?

— C TOro, 4YTO HEIPUIIMYHO CULETh PSILOM C ToOOM, KOTa Thl Moelbcsi! — B3opBasnack KopTHu.
— Ecnu Te051 6€CIIOKOUT TOJIBKO 3TO, TO 51 y2Ke IIOMBIJICS.

Kopthu ornsinynach. BanHa Obia mycTa, a YaHAOC cufell TONbIM Ha Kpalo rmocTenu. Bokpyr Oenep oH
oOMoTar nosioTeHue. Ee ria3a onsiTh METHYJIUCH K OKHY.
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— Tocmiogu, MOXKeT, TH XOTsI ObI HAKMHEIb Ha ce0s YTO-HUOyIb?

— Kaxertcs, s 0cTaBUJI CBOY BEIW BHU3Y, B KyXHe.

— 4 npuHecsa TBOM CyMKM HaBepx, — CyXO CKa3asa oHa. — OHM TaM, y KoMofa.

— He Oynp xke Takoit Oeccepueunoit! {1 Tak ycTas, 4To BPS[ I CMOT'Y IIIEBEJIbHYTHCS.

KopTHu BOPYT morafianach, YTO OH PA3LITPHIBAET €e, HO U BUAY He Iofasia. HaxMypuBIIKUCh, OHA
CXOMIMJIa 3a €ro cefefIbHBIMM CYMKaMM ¥ II0CTaBHJIa UX Ha KPOBaTh, BCE TaK XKe CTapaTeIbHO OTBOMS
OT Hero rjasa.

— Ecnu TH Tak ycTaj, — cKa3aljia OHa, — JIOKHCh CIIaTh Ha MOeH KpPOBaTH. A s TepeH0YyIo B Apyrou
KOMHaTe.

— Hert, — oTpe3an 0H, — Ha 3TOM KPOBATH BIIOJIHE MOXKHO YCTPOUTHLCS BOBOEM.
OHa nIpeprIBUCTO B3OOXHYJIA:

— OTO He CMeIIHO!

— 3Har.

Tyt KopTHU ITOCMOTpENia Ha Hero B yIop:

— 3aueM THI 3TO fenaelns? Ecnu gyMaels, 9TO S CMOTY YCHYTH PSIAOM C TOOOW, 3HQYUT, T IPOCTO
HEeHOPMaJIbHEIN.

— Tl Ke ellle HUKOI'Ia He 3aHKMAaJIach JII000BRI0 B mocTeny, a. Komausy I'masku?

OH Tak yneIOHYyIICS eii, uTo y KOpTHY epexBaTuiio geixaHue U MOJOTHYINCh KojleHu. OHa IOCIeIIHO
00JI0KOTHTIAaCh O CTOMKY KPOBATH.

Yaupnoc BcTasl. [TonoTeHIle COCKOMb3HYIIO C ero 6efep, ¥ y Hee He 0CTaloCh HUKAKUX COMHEHM B
CEephe3HOCTH ero HaMepeHui. ['magkoe Teno YaHmoca 6ecTeno oT BIaryu, u e 6e3yMHO XOTEI0Ch
OpOCUTHLCS B €T0 00BSATHS.

OpnHako KOpTHI/I He COejialia 3TOTr0, X0TA 2&KeJjlaJlla HEMENJIEHHO CIIUThCA C HUM B ITIOPEIBE CTPACTH. Ho
BBEIHOCHUTH €T'0 XOJIOOHO€e 683p83HI/I‘-II/I€‘, KOTOPO€, KdK OHa 3Halla, KOEeT ee IoCJie, KOpTHI/I OosbIle He
MOrJa.

— Wau croma, kucka. — OH HEXKHO IIPUIIOOHSAII IaJIblIaMU €€ JIUIO0. — TrI BCe YTPO IIHIieJia, a TEIIePb
IIOMYDIJIBIYEL OJIA MeHs!

— He Hapmo, — mpotrenTana oHa, HO ero ry0sl yKe KOCHYJIUCH ee T'y0.

Yaugoc mpoBen maabllaMu 1o ee ry0am. Teno ee HEBOJIBHO YCTPEMUIIOCH K HEMY.
OH noHKMaloIIe YIBIOHYICS:

— IIpocTH, KoTeHOK! { He X0Ten 3TOro, Thl 3HAEIIb.

— Torma He gernay 3TOT0! — B3MOIWIACH OHA.
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— OTO BHIIIE MOUX CHI. ECii OB THI Hay4nJIaCbk XOTh HEMHOT'O CKPEIBATE CBOX 9YYBCTBA, MHE OB110 OBI
jier4de CIIPAaBUTBCA C coboii. Ho 3Has, 9TO Thl MEHA X04elllb, 1 IIPOCTO TEPAI PA3yM.

— DTO0 HEeYecCTHO!
— Iymaelb, MHe HPaBUTCSI TEPSTH BIACTh Haf OO0 ?
— YaHpgoc, nmoXanyucra...

— 4 xouy Tebs1, HO 3TO elile He Bce. — OH mpuTaHyn KopTHu 611xke u 06ker rybamu ee meky. — OH
IpuKacascs K Tebe. MHe Hy>KHO CTEPETh 3TO U3 TBOEH IMaMaTH. 1 HOIKeH 3TO CHeJaTh.

Pa3Be M0XKHO OBITIO TIOCJIE 3TOTO COHpOTI/IBJ'IHTbCH? Ero cnora TOBOpPHUIIN O TOM, KaK MHOI'O OHa OJId
HEero 3Ha4uT, XO0TA KOpTHI/I 3HaJla, 9YTO OH HUKOTI'Ia He IIPH-, 3HaeTCA B 3TOM.

['maBa 37
Mepuarorue aaMa3sl 3Be3]] PACCHIIANKUCH 110 YepHOMY OapxaTy HOUHOTo HeOa. ['me-To Boamu Iiiyxo

MBIYaJI CKOT, a ellle flaJibllle ITofaa rojioc prick. Houb GbIsTa BETPEHOM, HO HE 0YeHb XOJIOTHOM.
Brnepenu Ha XoJIMe JIETKUi BETEPOK ITOKAuKUBaJl BETBU [IePEBLEB.

Jlomagu ¢ TPYOOM IIPEO0JIeN N IIOOBEM U BCTAJIU IO AepeBoM. BHU3Y mpocTupasnack IiaocKas
PaBHUHA, yCessHHAs JeCsTKaMU [poXkKalldXx OrOHbKOB. KOpTHM B3m0OXHYIa.

— Yr0 3TO 3a ropoxa?

— OT0 He ropof. ITo paH4o «bap M».

— Ho oHO KaxeTcst TakuM 00bIIAM!

— OHo Takoe u ecTh, — cKa3aj Yangoc. — ®netuep CTpaToH BCe fienaeT OONbIINM.

9T0 uMs Ov1710 3HAKOMO KopTHuU. OHa MOMHUJIA €0 110 TOM ra3eTHOM cTaThe, TOe BUAeNa Ha
dboTtorpadun otma. ®neruep CTpaToH BIafesn paH4o, a €T0 IO ITOMMalH YTOHIIMKA CKOTa U
IIPUBE3JIU €Tr0 B Y3UKO Ha CYQ.

Yaupgoc cremusicst ¥ 000IIeN ee NoIaab.

— [ToueMy MBI OCTaHOBUINCEL? — crpocusia KopTau. — T Ke He coOHpaemibCcsl ycTpauBaTh 3[0eCh
IIpUBall, pa3 yXk OTCIofa O0 Y3MKO PyKOU IMoAaTh?

— o ropopa moOphIx yeTsipe Munu. OH 00XBaTHII €€ 3a TaJIMI0 U CHSI ¢ joimaau. C TexX mop, Kak OHU
yexanu u3 AymaMe[ibl, OH He [lefiajl 3TOTo, Ja ¥ BooOIIe He MOAXOaul K Hell O/IHU3KO.

Kak To/bKO HOTH ee KOCHYJUCH 3eMiH, KopTHU cpa3y xke ybpaia pyku c ero mied. Ho ero pyku
OCTaJIUCh y Hee Ha TaJluu.

— Pa3Be MHI He MOXKeM IT0eXaTh B Y3HK0? — OCTOPOIKHO CITPOCHUTIA OHA.

— 4 He cobupaioch ycTpauBaTh 3ech IprBai, Komauby [71a3Ku, — 1aCKOBO OTBETUN OH. — [IpocTo g
X04y IOIPOLIAThCS.

KOpTHI/I OIIEJIOMJIEHHO 3aCThIJIa:
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— THL... TH He IPOBOJUIIL MEHS B Y3UKO?

— {1 u He cobupascs aToro fenaTh. B ropome ecTs 1004, C KOTOPEIMU 51 He X04y BCTpeuyaThes. U Bce
Xe 5 He MOTy OpocuTh Te0s B Y91KO Ha IPOU3BOJI CyALOHL.

MHe Hapmo 3HATH, YTO TH C KEM-TO, KOMY 1 MOTY HoBepsATh. Ha pando «bap M» ecTs ofHa ey, MbI C
Hel Opy3bsi, Ha Hee MOXKHO ITOJT0OKUTHCS.

— Tl ocTaBnsienb MeHs C ellle OOHOU CBOel TI000BHUIEN ? — MU3YMJIEHHO BCKpHUYasa OHa.

— Her, uyepT Bo3pMu! Maprapet Poynu — gomonpaButenbauiia CTpaToHa, aHTJIMICKAs JIe[H,
cepmedHas, fobpasi XKeHIUHA.

— MarnenbKas cTapylka? — g3BUTENIbHO cripocuia KopTHu.
Yanpoc He 00paTuI BHUMaHUS Ha €e KOJIKOCTb.
— He coBeTyto Te6Oe Ha3kBaTh ee Tak. OgHAXK/IBI, KOTa 5 CAelial 9T0, OHa HajlaBajla MHE OILJIEYX.

Y KopTHE 3acocarso mof J10Ke4YK0or, U IPOTUBHBIM KOMOK OISITh Hayasl IIOAKATEBaTh K TOPILY.
3Ha4uT, OH OpocaeT ee! BOT Tak MpOCTO — BO3bBMET U YUOET U3 ee XKU3HU! A 0HA-TO Haflesiace,
OyATO YTO-TO 3HQYUT AJIS HETO!

— He cmotpu Ha MeHs Tak. Komausu ['ma3ku! Yaunoc oTBepHycs. KopTHU n3ymieHHO Ha0mogana,
KaK OH packKJiafikiBaeT KOCTep, CEPAUTO JJoMasi BeTKU U Opocas ux B Ky4y. Bckope KocTep
pasroperncs, u IiaMs OCBETHIIO ero MpayHoe JIUIO.

— MHe Hago nmomacTh B CaH-AHTOHMO, I0Ka elle He MO3MHO! — peIIuTenbHO CKa3all OH. — Y MeHs
HeT BpeMeHHU ycTpauBaTh TeOs B TOpofe.

— Tebe u He3aueM MeHs ycTpauBaTh. Mol oTel] Bpa4. Eciu oH TaM, ero HeTpygHO OyoeT HalTH.

— Ecnu oH Tam. — KocTep BeIOpachiBajl B BO3[IyX CHOIIB UCKP. — A ecjIu ero TaM HeT, y Te0s 371eCh
OymeT XOTh KTO-TO, KTO TIOMOKeT Te0e PelInTh, YTOo feflaTh faibiie. MaprapeT Poynu — xopoias
JKEHIIMHA, ¥ OHa 3HaeT BceX B YauKo. Eciu TBOU OTell TaM, el 9TO U3BECTHO. TakK 4YTO TH yXKe
CerofiHsI Be4epoM BCe y3Haelllb, — JIaCKOBO MPorosopui Yaugoc.

— 4 y3Hato? A TeI? HeyKenu ThH faxe He TOO0XKAEIb, TI0Ka 3TO BBIICHUTCS?
— Her.

['ma3a KOopTHU OKPYTJIUINCE.

— THI make He 0TBe3€Ib MEHS Ha PAH40?

— 4 He Mmory. TaM ecCTb N0, C KOTOPHIMU S He X04Yy BCTpedaThcsi. Ho 5T Momoxkay 371eCh, TOKa Th
noepelnb. MHe Hago yO6eIUThCS, YTO C TOOOI BCE B MOPSIIKE.

Korga Yanpmoc B3rIsgHYT Ha Hee, Cepfille ero cxajochk oT 00Ju, TpeBoru u cMsTenus. ['ma3za Koptau
OrecTenu: oHa OTYassHHO 60POJIaCh CO CIIe3aMH.

— YepT BO3bMHU! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH. — HeykKenu TH fiyMaelllb, YTO MHE X04YEeTCS OCTABISATh Tebs
3mechb? [la 5 MOKJIAJICS, YTO HUKOTIa 6JIM3K0 He ooy K 9TOMy paHyo!
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KopTHu 0TBepHYyNMach, 4TOOb CMaXHYThb CIIE3H.

— IMouemy, Yanpoc? — rayxo cupocuiia oHa. — Ecnu Tebe 3meck He HPaBUTCS, 3a4eM THl ITPHUBE3
MeHs croga?

OH mo0XKuI PyKH ey Ha mieyu. OuyleHne ero 6J1u30CTH ObIIO0 HEBHIHOCUMO, U CJIe3HI OSITh
3aCTPYUIIUCH TI0 ee IIeKaM.

— MHe He HpaBSTCS TaMoITHue moau. Komausy ['ma3ku, — Bce, KpoMe CTapoy jieu, — No0aBul
OH. — ¢ HUKaK He MOTY IIOHSTh, moueMy MaprapeT Poynu paboTaeT Ha 3ToM paHuo0. Eciu OBl 1 3HaN
B ITHX MeCTax KOro-To elre, s1 661 He mpuBe3 Tebs cioga. Ho TombKO Ha Hee s MOTY CIIOKOMHO
OCTaBUTH TeOsI.

— Trl BonHyembcst u3-3a MeHsA? Hy, aTo yx cnumrkom! TBost paboTa BrimosiHeHa. Tl 60JIbIlle HUKOTAA
MeHs He yBumuilhb. O yeMm Tebe BOJTHOBATHCS?

OH moBepHY ee K cebe:
— He Hago Tak co MHOM, XKeHIIUHA.

— C To00i1? — KpUKHYJla OHa. — A co MHOM? TH XOTh IIOZyMaJ O TOM, 4TO g YyBCTBYyI0? OH
BCTPSIXHYII €€ 3a IJIeYu:

— Yero TH OT MEHS X0YeIllb?
—4d..4...

Hert, oHa He CKaXKeT 3TOT0. YMOIATH OHa He OyzmeT. [TycTh 9TO paccTaBaHue yObeT ee, HO OHa He
IIOTIPOCUT €T0 ocTaThcs. M He ckaxeT eMy 0 cBoel No0BU. Ecu 0H ciocobeH Tak IIpocTo, OPOCUTh
ee, 3HAYUT, eMy IIJIeBaTh Ha ee YyBCTBa.

Ona OTTOJIKHYJIA €ro.

— 4 Hudero He xo4y oT Tebs. M xBaTUT oOpaIiaThCs CO MHOM Kak ¢ pebeHKoM! MHe HyKHO ObLII0
TOJIKO OOHO — YTOOHBI TH IOBE3 MEHS CIO[a, @ YK YCTPOIOCH 5 Kak-HuOymb cama. ['ocriogy, 51 He Tak
OecroMo1Ha, KaK THl JyMaelib! M MHe He HpaBUTCS, KOTHa MeHS IepPenaloT C PYK Ha PyKu
HE3HAKOMBIM JIIOSM, H...

— ThI BCce cKa3ana? — CIPOCHUJI OH.

— Her. Ocranocs e1e otnaTh Tebe foar, — cyxo ckasana Koptau. — IloWay nprHeCy OeHbT Y.
Osna nomnsiTanach NPOXTH MUMO HETro, HO OH IIOMMall ee 3a PYKY:

— MHe He HyXHHI TBOU YEPTOBEL IEHbIU!

— He rosopu raynoctu! Tl Ke U3-3a HUX COTJIaCUJICH. ..

— Ilenbru 3mech HU mIpu 4eM. 9 yke roBopui Tebe paHblile, YTOOH TH HE MBITajaCh MEHS pPa3rafgath,
Komraubu I'ma3ku. Tel MeHSI COBCEM He 3HaeIb. M coBceM HUYEro He 3Haelllb COOMHe, BEPHO?

Hert, ot cnosa yxe He nyranu Koptau.

— $ porapmanack, YTO TH He TAaKOM IIJIOXOM, KaKMM MIBITAeIbCsI Ka3aThCH.
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— Het? — Ero nanblibl Kpemye cXKalu ee pyKy. — MoXeT, paccka3aTh Tebe, 3aueM s eny B CaH-
AHTOHUO?

— qume He Haflo, — C OMaCKOW OTBeTHUJIa OHa.

— 4 eny Tyna, 4TO0BI yOUTDH YeIOBeKa, — XOJIOAHO ¥ MPavyHO coo0mm oH. — U yK KOHE4HO, 3TO
yOUICTBO He UMeeT HUKAKOI0 OTHOIIEHUS K 3aKOHY. f caM Cygui ero, c4es ero BUHOBHEIM U
IIPUTOBOPUI K CMePTU. ECTh TONIBKO OfHA 3arBO3[IKa: OH apeCTOBaH U CKOPO ero MOBECAT.

— Yo XKe Tebe He HPABUTCS?
— OH [onMXKeH yMEepeTh OT MOeH PYKH.

— Ho ecnu ero apecToBamy... He CTaHelllb Xe Thl CPaXaThCs C BIACTSIMHU? — CIIPOCKTIA OHa,
3a[BIXAsCh.

YaH[I0C KUBHYIL:

— 4 emie He mpuAyMa, Kak ocBoO0aUTh ero. Ho MHe Heo6X0ouMo MOomacTh TyOa, IT0Ka ero He
IIOBECHIIH.

— INouumato, Yaupoc, y Te6s eCTh Ha 3TO IIPUYUHEL, HO...

— Her, yepT Bo3pMu! — OH He X0TeJ1, YTOOBI OHa MOHKUMasa ero. OH HOJIXKeH HAaCTPOUTE ee IIPOTUB
ce0s1, 4TOOBI Y HET0 He BO3HUKIIO XKeJIJaHUSI BEPHYThCS. — YTO crenaTh, YTOOH OTKPHITH TeOe riasza?
¢ He TOT, 32 KOTO ThI MEeHS ITPUHUMAEIIIh!

— 3aueM TH Tak, YaHmoc? — Bckpuyana KopTHU. — Pa3Be Maso TOro, YTO TH YXOOUIIb U I HUKOTMa
Oonblie He yBUXKY TeOs? Tak TH ellle X04elb, YTOOH 1 TeOs BO3HeHaBuzena?

— Trl yKe HeHaBUAUILIL MEHS, — MPayHO 3aMeTUJI OH. — THI ITPOCTO ellle He 0CO3Hasia 3TOoTO.
Xonopmok mpobexkan 1o cnuHe KOpTHH, KOT{la OH BHIHYJ HOX M3 HOXKeW Ha PEMHe.
— Tt xouemrb YOUTh MEHSI? — CIIPOCHUJIA OHA, He BePS CBOUM TIJla3aM.

— {1 He cMoOTr cAenaTh 3TOr0 YeThIpe rofa Ha3af, Komauybu ['1a3ku. Tak moyeMy Tel JyMaellb, 4TO
CMOTy TeIeps?

— Yto? O yem THI? YeThIpe rofga Ha3ana? OHa He cBOAuia a3 ¢ HoXa. OH IIPOBeJ JIe3BUEM 110
yKa3aTeJIbHOMY IIajIbIly ITPaBOM PYKH.

— YTO THI feNaelib? — OPOIIenTana OHa.

— Ecnu s 6yny mymaTh, 4TO THI BCe elle XOUelllb MeHsI, Hallla CBSI3b HUKOT'Ma He mopBeTcs. Ho ee
HaJo IOpPBaTh.

— Kaxkas cBsizp? — ['0J10C €e cOpBasiCs OT CTpaxa.
— Ta, KoTOpast BO3HKUK/IAa MeX/y HaMM YeTkIpe Tofla Ha3af,.

— He nonumaro... — Teneps jie3BUe IPOIIIOCH 10 YKa3aTeJIbHOMY Iajblly €r0 JIeBOU PYKU. —
Yargoc!
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On 6pOCI/IJ'I HOXK U IIOOHSAJI PYKH K JINITY. YkazaTenbHbIE HabIlbl COUIINCH B LeHTpe n0a u OBUHYJINCH
K BUCKaM, OCTaBJIsId KPOBABO-aJIbl€ CJIEOBI HAal CAMBIMHA 6pOB5{MI/I. [Tanbiet COMKHYIJIMCE Ha
ImepeHoculie U CInyCTUIINCE I10 IT€KaM, BCTPETHUBIIINCEL BHOBE Ha 1'[01160p0,uKe " IIPOYEPTHUB elIlle
HECKOJIBKO KPOBaBBIX JINHUH.

Kakoe-To MraoBeHre KopTHU He BUIeJla HUUEro, KpOMe 3THX KPACHHBIX TMHUMU, MeTUBIINX JIUIIO
YaHpmoca Ha 4eTkpe yacTu. Ho Bckope Ha OpOH30BOM KOXKe 3aCBepKasu ero 6j1efHO-TroIy0be rIa3a.

— Tw1! 310 65wt TEI! O Boxke!

B ronoBe y KopTHU TOMYTUIOCh, CTApPBIX CTPAX 3aXJIECTHYJII €e, M OHA IyCTUIack 6exKaTh 0L TOpPY,
He pa30upas goporu. OH HACTUT €e, W, CTOJIKHYBIIKCh, OHM yHaau. YaHmoc 00XBaTUI ee PYKaMH,
obeperas oT ygapa. Tak, OOHSBIIKCH, OHU IIOKATHUIUCH BHU3 0 CAMOT0 ITOJHOXKUS X0JIMa.

Korga onu ocTraHoBuIUCh, KOPTHY MOMBITaNach BCTaTh, HO OH MPUXKAJl €€ K 3eMJIe CBOUM TEJIOM.
CTpax mepeHec ee B IIPOILIIOE, B TOT KOIIMapHLIHM feHb Ha pepMe Impos bpayapa.

— 3ayeM TH MHe T0Ka3an? 3aueM? — B yXKace 3akpuyana oHa. — O 'ocriogu, coTpu 3Ty KpoBh! ITO
He THI!

— 9710 51, — 0e3:KaI0CTHO CKa3al OH. — ¢ TaKo! U Bcerpa ObIT TAaKUM.
— Hert! — O=na sipocTHO 3aMoTasa ronosou. — Her, HeT!

— IlocMoTpu Ha MeHs!

— Hert! Twt 3a6pan moero oTiia. Tel 3abpan Moero oria!l

— Hy BoT 3TOrO0 5 Kak pa3 U He fefan. YCIoKoucs ke, 4epT Bo3bMu! — OH moiiMar ee pykH,
KOJIOTHBIIIKE €T0, U IIpuXKasl uX K 3emne. — Mkl 3a0pasnu ¢ co0o# TonbKo hepMmepa. OCTaIbHBIX MBI
OCTaBUJIU YMUPATh.

— Q@epmepa... — KopTHH 3acToHAasa, BCIIOMUHAS MTOOPOOHOCTH. — ¢ 3HAI0, YTO C HUM CeNlau
MHOeHIsl. MaTTH Kak-TO MOACAYIIana, YTo 00 9TOM rOBOPUIY JIIOOU, U pacCcKa3alla MHe. Kak Th MOT B
aToM y4acTBoBaTh? Kak ThHI ITO3BOJIUI UM TaK €ro u3ypoaoBaTh?

— IMo3Bomnun uM? — YaHpgoc nokayvas rojoBoi. — O HeT, TH omubaenibcsi. Pepmep O Moit. OH
yMep OT MOel PYKHU.

— Hert! — B yxkace BocknukHynna KopTau. Yaugoc Mor Obl 00BSICHUTE €1 IPUYUHY, HO PEIIU He
menath 9Toro. OH mepecTan yoepxKuBaTh ee, 1 KOpTHM HaKOHeI] BEIpBaiachk u yoexamna. YaHmoc
Clean, KaK OHa MYHATCSA K paH4o «bap M». [IoToM OH MeJIeHHO MOTHSIICSA C 3eMJIH.

OH cmenan To, 4YTO X0TeJ1, — yOun ee 4yBCTBO K cebe. Temepb eMy HUKOTHA He Y3HATh, YCTPOUT JIK
KopTHM Ta XU3HB, KOTOPYIO OH MOT OBI et mpemioxuTh. OH u36aBui ee ot cebsi. Ecnu Obl 1 eMy OBIIO
TaK XkKe JIETKO U30aBUThCS OT Hee!

YaHpmoc cTep KPOBh C JIUIIA U TIOMIeN B Topy. [Ipu ero mosiBlIeHUH JIOMAAX 3aBOJTHOBAIUCh. MOXKET, UX
BCTPEBOKUIIO MOsIBIIeHUEe KOBOOs, HO YaH[0C, TIOTJIONIeHHBIN OYPHEIM IpoianueM ¢ KopTHu, He
CTIBIINIATI, KaK OH ITOfOIIesI. MBICITH ero BUTAJIM TaK [aJIeKo, YTO JIWIIE 3a TPH Iara g0 KOCTpa OH
3aMeTHsI MyXKYUHY, CUIeBIIIer0 Ha KOPTOYKax rnepen orueM. YaHOoC gyMal, YTO yKe HUKOIa He
BCTPETHUTCS C 3TUM YEJIOBEKOM.
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— CnokoitHo, KeitH! — cka3an MyX4KHa, YBUAEB yrpoxarollyio nody Yaugoca. — Th Befib He
CTaHelIb yOUBAThH YeJI0BEKA TOJILKO 3@ TO, UTO OH IIOACET K TBOEMY OTHIO? f He MOT IPOUTH MUMO,
caM ITOHMMaEeIlb.

— A pomxeHn 6511, 3y6 [Tunkl, — cypoBo Bo3pa3un YaHmoc.
— Ho He mporen. He 3a6rIBaif, KTO Hay4us Te6si CTPENATh U3 9TOTO PEBONIbBEPA.

— He 3a06rIBalo, HO € TexX IOp 5 XOpouro Habumn pyky. [Toxunon MyKurHa YCMEXHYJICS, CBePKHYB B
TEMHOTE POBHEIME 3y0aMu, 3a KOTOpEIE U IOIy4YuJI CBoe Ipo3Buile. OH paccKasbiBajl, 4YTO KOTAa-TO Y
Hero OBbLIM TaKue KpuBBle 3y0bl, YTO MeIlany eMy eCcThb. Toraa OH B3SJ1 IUJTY U IIOLPOBHSIT UX.

OT0 OB XyOILIABEINA, HO KPENKUM MyKYUHA JIET MOJ NATHAECST, C KAalITAHOBEIMYU, TPOHYTHIMU
cenuHou BoyocaMu. 3y6 [Tusl 3HaM KOPOB, Jowmaney u opyxue. Ctapmuii paboTHUK Ha paHdo «bap
M», oH ObI7T caMbIM 611u3kuM gpyrom ®netdepa CTpaToHa.

— YepT, a TH COBCEM He U3MeHuUCcs, — nporosopunt 3y6 [Tumnkl, Buas, 4To no3a YaHmoca BCe Tak xKe
BOMHCTBEHHA. — YBUMIEB TBOETO IIETOr0 MEPHUHA, 5 He IIOBEPUJI CBOUM I'Jla3aM. Y MeHd Ha JIoafen
OTNIMYHAs aMATh.

— Jlyumie Te6Ge 3a6bITh 0 HeM. M 060 MHe Toxe, — cKa3asl YaHmocC, HarHYBIIKUCh, YTOOHI ITOJHSITh CBOM
HOX.

— 4 y3Han u TBOM rojoc, — yxMblIbHYICS 3y06 [Tumel. — He X0Ten moAciymmBaTh, HO BE C 3TOM
JXEHIWHOY TaK KpHYaly, YTO S He MOT He CJIBIIaTh. Thl 3aIyryBal ee JOBOJIBHO CTPAHHEIM
criocoboM. TToTemmub MOOOIBITCTBO CTaPUKa?

— Her.
— A g4 pymar...

— 4 mory youth Tebs. 3y [Iumbl, eciu 3T0 eIUHCTBEHHAsS BO3MOXKHOCTb 3aCTaBUTh Te0ST 3aMOJIYaTh,
¥, KOrfla HaliiyT TBOM TPy, Oyay yKe maneko. Thl He [MONXKeH TOBOPUTH CTApUKY, YTO BUAEN MEHS,
SICHO?

— He Bce nu Tebe paBHO, y3HAeT OH 00 3TOM WJIM HET, €CJIU ThHI 30eCh He OCTAHOBUILILCS?
— IlycTh He HageeTcs:, 9YTO Yepes 3Ty KEeHIUHY MOXKeT Jo0paThCs OO0 MEeHS.

— A oH MOXeT?

— Her.

— To1 ciuurkoM moToponuics ¢ oteeToM, KeitH. Tl yBepeH, 4TO 3TO Tak?

— Yepr 1ebs mobepu, 3y0 [Tunel, — mpopsidan YaHaoc, — MHe He X04eTcs yOuBaTh Tebs!

— Hy xopoto, xopoino. — 3y06 I[Tuasl 0CTOPOXKHO MOAHSJICS, pa3BoAs pykaMu. — Eciu 3To Tak
BOJIHYeT Tebs, cCuuTal, 4To 5 3a0blI 0 Halllell BCTpeye.

— IepxXuch nofasnbliie OT 3TOW KEHIIUHEI!

— Hy, ato 6ymeT TpygHOBaTO, 0COGEHHO ITOCTIE TOTO, KaK TH C Hel ofolescs.
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— 4 ocTaBuI ee Ha POYJ'II/I. K TOMY K€ OHa 30eChb HEHaIoJIro.

— QneTuep 3ax04eT y3HATh, KTO OHA TaKasi, — C paCCTaHOBKOY mpou3Hec 3y0 [1unbl, He CBOOS C
YaHgoca BHUMATEBHEIX T71a3.

— Jlepxu S3BIK 3a 3y6aMu, ¥ OH HU O YeM He I0TalaeTCs.
— Tak BOT noueMy TH ee 3anyruBan? YToO OHa He IpoboiTanacs?

— Tt cniuurkoM ro6omneiTeH, 3y6 ITunbl, — 3aMmeTus1 YaHAOC, — BIIPOYEM, THI BCETHa JTI0OUIT COBATh
CBOM HOC B UyxKMe fefa. JTa XeHI[MHa HAYero AJ1d MeHs He 3Ha4uT, U 0 YeM el pacCKa3blBaTh
®rneTyepy, ecnu OHa He 3HaeT, KTo 1. CoBeTyio u Tebe OManKUBaTh, KHa4Ye THl TOJIHKO Pa3gyelllb
I1aMs, a MOTYLIUTD ero OymeT HeueM: TAaKUM CIIocO60M BBl MEHST BCE PABHO He 3aMaHUTE.

— U kyna TH Teneps?
— YepToBa utenika! — mpouenun YaHaooc.
— YTO THI, 3TO BCETO JIUIIL APYKECKUI BOIIPOC, — yCMexHYIcs 3y0 ITumsl.

— Yepra ¢ gBa! — YaHgoc mpormien MuMo Hero Bckoumn Ha Illyadyra. CxBaTHUB OBOObS JIOIIaAN
Tpacka, oH m06aBHUII:

— A BOH Te [iBe jouIagy ee. MoxXkelrb OTBECTH UX CaM MJIK ITPeoCcTaBb 9T0 APyruM. OHa, BEPOSITHO,
CKaykeT, YTO JIoIIafib cOpocuiia ee, U KTO-HUOYOh U3 KOBOOEB IMIPUJIET CIOfla UX UCKATh. XOTS TH ellle
MOZKeIlb MOTHATh €€ Ha MyTH K paH4yo. Ho ocTaBb mpu cebe CBOM APYKECKUE BOIPOCH!, TIOHSIT?
CeropmHst HOYBIO, YEePT BO3bMH, OHA HE T'OTOBA K HUM.

Yanpoc yckakain, u 3y6 [Tumel 0TOIIE OT KOCTPa.
— Hudero a5 Hero He 3HAYUT? — XMBIKHYJI OH. — YepTa C ABa 5 IOBEPIO B 3TO!

['maBa 38

Bpanu Ha hoHe HOUHOTO HeOa ApozKajau OrOHbKY. CIIHIIIANIOCh MEIYaHKHe KOPOB. Bo BHeITHEM Mupe
BCEe 0CTaJIOCh IMpexXHuUM, HO KopTHM u3MeHnunack. bonb, octpas 601b TPOHU3EIBATIA €€: OHA JTIo0uIa
OUKapd... INKapsa-uHaeunna!

Cenyac NOHATHE «HMHOEeI» BKII0YAJIo OjId Hee BCe caMOe Mep3Koe U XKyTKoe. MHaeel — 9TO AUKaphb,
JKecTokui youiinia. Ho HeT, Tonbko He oH! He ee Yanpoc! Cepplle 0TKa3bIBaIOCh BEPUTH 9TOMY.

Cne3bl CllenuiIy T1a3a, ¥ Ha MOJIyTH K paH4yo KopTHY ymana Ha KOJIeHU, pa3pa3uBIIUCh
0e3ynepKHBIMU peIgaHusIMU. HeT, OH He IIeT 3a Hel cliefloM, KaK OHa HY IIPHUCIYIINBaiach B
06e3yMcCTBe mocnenHer Hafexkael. ETo CUTbHBIE TaCKOBBIE PYKU 0OJIbIlle HUKOTHA He 00HUMYT ee, eTo
MSATKUH TTTyOOKUH TON0C HE YTEIIUT ee, He CKaXeT, YTO BCe 9TO OBIJIO He MMPaBMoi, U HaXKe HUYETo He
o0bsicHUT. ['ocmony, moyemy, moyemy?

KopTHu nomnbiTanack BCIOMHUTE COOBITUS TOTO [IHS, KOT{la MHOEUIE Hamanu Ha ¢pepmy Bpayapa. 9To
OBLIIO HEJIETKO: CJIUIIKOM [I0JITO ¥ YIIOPHO BEITECHSJIA BCE 3TO ee maMsTh. M Bce Xe 0OHa BCIIOMHMIIA
TeJeHs I yXKac, 00ysBIINY ee B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla Y Hee Hajl F0JIOBOM OTKUHYJIACh KPHIIIKA
SIIKUKa [JI9 ITPOOYKTOB, @ TOTOM BO3HHUKIIO ITPEeYyBCTBHE OJIM3KOW CMEPTH U IOC/IeNHee XKelaHue —
BCTPETUThL CMEPTh OOCTOMHO, HE MOJIS O TIOLIAfe.
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IToToM mosiBUIICS MHIEEI... HeT, He unneell — Yangoc! Oxa Bumena Yangoca. Ho B TOT meHsb OH OBLIT
HACTOSIIUM MHAEHNIeM: IJIUHHBIE KOCH, 60eBast packpacka, HoX. M oH cobuparcs youts ee. Ero pyka
00IbHO CKPYTHIIA €M BOJIOCHL... Y2Kac... TOTOM KopTHuU yBUAena ero rina3a. To He ObLIH I'1a3a
uHpena. OHa 3Haja TOJIbKO OQHO: 3TH TIjla3a He COOTBETCTBOBA/IM €T0 YCTpallawIleMy BUAY, OHU He
myTaju ee.

Tenephb OHa 3Halla, IOYeMY, BliepBhle yBUuAEeB OaHauTa YaHnoca, 6e3 KonebaHUM pelIuiach JOBEPUTD
€My CBOIO XKU3Hb.

OH cka3aj, 4To MeXAy HUMU BO3HUKJIA CBA3b. YTO OH uMen B BUAy? Kakasa cBaA3p? M nmoyemy B TOT
IeHb OH OBIJT BMECTe C TeMu MHpelnamu? Hamapman, youBan?

Prinanusa KopTHU yTUX/IM, KOTa OHa BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO ellle IPOU30LUIO0 B TOT feHb. bepHu bukciep
YTO-TO CKa3ajl Cape HacyeT MeCTH... MHOe#Isl MCTUIM OeJTbIM 3a TO, UTO Te Hallalli Ha WX Jlarephb.
OH ckasai, uTo chiH Jlapca XoHmmu, [IK0H, KOTOPBIHM IIOTOM Tak OBICTPO McUe3 U3 Pokiu,
IIOXBAJISAJNICS, KaK OH U ellle HECKOJIbKO YeJI0BEK BhIpPe3asid BCeX A0 eIUHOI0 MyKUMH, XKEHIIUH 1
meTelt oTpsma KaroBa. Ho 9Tu yOuTHIE MHOEHITHI MOTJIM OKa3aThCs BOBCE HE Kali0Ba, @ KOMaHYaMH,
npy3bsamu Yanpoca. KopTHu BcmomHUTa cinoBa bUKcepa 0 TOM, YTO HHOEUIIE He YCIIOKOSATCS, ITOKa
He yObIOT BCeX Yy4aCTHUKOB ToW OoiiHM. Temepb OHM, HABEPHOE, BCE yKe MEPTBH, KpoMe... Tpacka!
3HAYUT, OH ofuH 13 HuX! YaHJ0C TOBOPUI, UTO OH IOBHHEH B M3HACUIOBAaHUAX U yOUNCTBaX. A 3TOT
yenoBeK B CaH-AHTOHMO, KOTOPOT'O OH X04YeT YOUTh? MOXKeT, U OH TOXKe?

Koro xe Yaunoc noTepsn B Toi pe3He? YTo 3a0aBUIIO €ro C TaKOW JKECTOKOCThIO PACIIPABUTHCS C
9mnpoem bpayspom? [TouyeMy 110 IIPOLIECTBUY CTOIBKUX JIET OH IO-IIPEXKHEMY XKaXAeT MeCTU? — ITO
BalllM JIOIIaAu, MUACC? B3OPOrHYB OT UCIIyra ¥ HEOXUAaHHOCTH, KOPpTHM BCKOYMIIa Ha HOTH.

My}K‘-II/IHa IIOaoIIesI 6J'II/I}KG, Beld Ha IIOBOOY CTAaPYIO Hennu n Ierymo KO6BIJ'IKY, KOTOpOfI KOpTHI/I TaK
1 He [Jajla UMEeHH, ITOCKOJIEKY nyMaJjia, 4YTO YaHmoc BO3LBMET €€ cebe. Oxka3mIBaeTcs, OHA omn6Iach.

— I'me BHL... UX HAIUIU? — PACTEePSIHHO CIPOCHIIa OHA.
— OH yexal, ecii BaCc 3T0 UHTEPEeCYyeT.

— Bl Bupienu, Kak OH yexan?

— Ia, M5M, BULETI.

[ToueMy oHa Tak ucnyranacsk? Hy ga, YaHgoc roBOpuUII, 4YTO He XOYeT HU C KeM 3[1eCh BCTpevyaThCs, HO
eli-To KaKoe fieJio 1o YaH[oca, BO BCAKOM Clly4dae Telephb?

— BHI, KOHEYHO, C HUM HE3HAKOMEI? — CIIPOCHIIA OHa.
— Kaxk Xke, oueHb faxe 3HaKoM!

KopTHu mogoiia K CBOel NolIagy U BCKOYnia Ha Hee. Ha gyliie ee cTao ele TPeBOXKHEN.
Cny4yunocs UMEHHO TO, 4yero YaHpoc onacascs. Teneps, eCIy U3-3a 3TOU HellpeABUAEHHOU BCTPEUH Y
HETO0 CIIy4aTcs HEeIPUSATHOCTH, BUHOBaTa OyJeT OHa.

— Bu1 paboTtaeTe Ha paH4o «bap M»?
— Ia, maM. MeHs 30ByT 3y0 I1usl.

— A mensd 30ByT Kolraybu... — OHa crioxBaTtunack, — KopTHu XopTc. 4 momana ciofa He 10 CBOeu
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Boje. ¢ O Myullle Moexana B Y3WKO U CHSIJIa TaM KOMHATY... TaM Beb €CTh TOCTUHHUIIA?
— Jla, M3M, HO OTCIOfIa 0 TOpOoa NOOPHIX YETHIPE MUJIH.

— 3Halo, 3Haw, — HETEPIeNIMBO CKa3ala OHa. — Ho MoxeT OBITh, BE BCE-TAKU OKAXKeTe MHE YCIyTy U
IoMozKeTe JobpaThes Tyma? fA xopoino oT6Iaromapio Bac.

3y6 ITunsr Konmebancs. OGBIYHO OH HE OTKA3BIBaj B TOMOIIY KEHIIUHAM, TI0IaBIIUM B TPYOHEIE
o6cTosiTenbCTBa. YTOOH! YCIyKUTh CTab0My IOy, OH ITOPO# HaXke MOCTYIaNCs COOCTBEHHBIME
uHTEpecamu. Ho c 9Tol nenu ciaydait ocoObiii. CIUIIIKOM MHOTO HesscHoOCTel... Ecnu ®netyep y3HaeT
0 TOM, KTO ee TIPUBE3, ¥ 0 TOM, YTO 3y6 [TuEl IOMOT e¥l YIU3HYThb, BEPOSITHO, OH CITYCTHUT C HETO TPH
IIKYPBHI.

— BupuTte nmu, maM, — Havan 3y0 IIuinbl, — 5 ellle He YKUHAJ, Ia U B, KaxeTcs, Toxe. K Tomy xe
CEeTOOHAIIHASA HOUb He caMoe JIy4lllee BpeMs [AJIs M0e3OKU B ropof. M y Bac, HaBepHOE, €CTh
IPUYMHEL, YTOORI 3aexaTh B «bap M»?

— IIa, ecTb, — pa3oyapoBaHHO 0TBeTUIa KopTHU. — MHe Hafio o0paTuThcs K Maprapet Poyiy,
KOTOPYIO S HUKOT[a B I'Jla3a He BUAEJa, ¥ BCe II0TOMY, UTO OH TaK CKa3ajl. boxe Moii, BeIpb g He
pe0OeHOK U MHe He HyXKHa HIHbKa! B 3TOT MOMEHT YMpPKHY/Ia CIIMYKa, ¥ 00a B TeUeHHe CEKYHIEI
BHUMATEJIbHO Pa3TIsigbIBany OpyT Apyra. 3y0 [Tunkl 4yTh He 00ker cebe manblibl. HakoHel oH
CKa3aJl C yCMEIlKOu:

— IloiimeMTe, 5 0OTBeOy BaC K Marru.
— Morru?

— MapraperT. Y Hee CBOil KOTTEOXK, XOTS ceilyac OHa, HaBepHoe, B 60JbiIoM foMe. He BOTHYHUTECS,
Msrru Bam noHpaBUTCs! YBEpEH, YTO U BH €l TOXeE.

— Cnacu60, KOHEYHO, HO... a, TagHo, moexanu! — KopTHU MyCcTHIIa CBOIO JIOIIaAb PHICIION, TIOHUMAS,
YTO y Hee HeT Bribopa. IToMoI4aB, OHA 3arOBOPHIIA:

— Mory nu 5 IPOCUTh BaC HUKOMY He pacCKa3blBaTh O TOM, KTO IIpKMBE3 MEeHS Clofja, ¥ Jaxe 0 TOM,
YTO BEL €TI0 BUMIEIN?

— A Mory 5u s IPOCUTH BaCc 00BSICHUTH MHE IPUYUHY?

— I[Mpuyuny? — KopTHU HacTopoxkuiack. — OTKyga MHe 3HaTh? YaHOOC HUKOTTIa He O0BACHSET
npuunH. [IPOCTO OH CKa3al, YTO He XOUeT HU C KEM 3[IeCh BCTPeYaThCs. ITO BCE, YTO 5 3HAIO.

— Yanpgoc? 3HAUMT, TeePh OH TakK ce0s Ha3kBaeT?
KopTHu B3TJIsIHYIa Ha HETO:
— BEHI, KaxKeTCcs, CKa3aly, 4YTO 3HaeTe ero.

— ITpuexaB ciofa IOCIeOHUN pa3, OH Ha3kIBajl Ce0s KaKMM-TO CTPAIIHO MIMHHBIM HHIEHCKUM
HMeHeM, KOTOPOe HUKTO He MOT HU BRITOBOPUTH, HU 3alIOMHHUTD.

— O ma, 3TO Ha Hero moxoxe.

— BEI 1aBHO ero 3HaeTe? — CIPOCHIT OH.
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— Her, HY... €CJId YYUTHIBATE... HET, 3TO HE B CHET... O ['ocomy, BaM 9TO HE CIHIIKOM IIOHSITHO?
Boo06ie-To 51 3HaKOMa ¢ HUM 0KO0JI0 Mecsia. OH IIpuBEe3 MEHA CIoda U3 Kan3aca.

— W3 Kanzaca! — 3y0 [Tunsl npucBUCTHYJI. — [JOATHUM MyTh, Y4€PT BO3bMHU, U3BUHSIOCh, MIM.
— Ia, monrui.

— ITocTaTo4YHO mONTHH, YTOOH BH XOPOIIO Y3HAJX OPYT ApPYyra, BEPHO? — HAPOYUTO HEOPEKHO
CITPOCHII OH.

— [IIa, TaK OHO ¥ [OJIKHO OBITH, — YIIABIIUM T'OJI0COM IIporoBopuiia Koptuu. — Ho cerogus HOUbIO 5
IIOHSAJIA, YTO COBCEM He 3HAI0 €To0.

— A ¥3BeCTHO N1 BaM, KyZia OH cendac moexaj, MUCC XOpTC?

— [la, B... — OHa 3aMoJj4ajia, BCMaTPUBAasCh B TEMHBIN CHAJTy3T MYKUMHBI, CKaKaBIIIETro PsgoOM C Hell.
Kak nousina Koptau, Yangoca 3meCh MOTJIM Pa3bICKMBATh BIacTU. — [IpOCTUTE, HO 1, KaXKeTCs,
3a0kblyTa, KAKOM Iropof OH Ha3kIBall.

3y6 [Tumnbl paccMesincs:
— OH Tak MHOTO 3HAYMUT MJIg Bac?

— OH HUYero [y MeHs He 3HAYUT, — HaJIMEeHHO 3aBepuiia oHa ero, Ho 3y0 [Iusbl UL
CHUCXOUTENIBHO YCMEXHYJICS.

I'maBa 39

OHU ellle HE BbEXANIM Ha MepefHui OBOp, a 1o KopTHY yKe mMOoHeCCs YyOHbINA mepe6op ruTapHBIX
CTPYH, IUIBIBYIIMY B HOUHOM Bo3ayxe. [I0TOM MoKa3aJscs sIpKO OCBeIlleHHbIH 00JIbINoi oM, TepegHee
KPBIJIBII0 KOTOPOTO TOXKe OBIJIO 3aJIUTO CBETOM. 37[eCh BeCEJI0 KOpOoTasia BpeMsi KOMIIaHUS MYXKUKH,
CULSIINX Ha CTY/bSX, Iepujax U faXe Ha IIMPOKUX CTYIEeHbKAxX BO3Jie OOJIbIION TapafHOM IBEPHU.
Bce oHU MIyTUIX U CMESITUCE. JTO TEIJI0e MyKCKOe CO00IIeCTBO TOBOPHIIIO B IOIL3Y paH4o «bap M».
Kazasnocs, 4To 37eCh JIIOASIM KUBETCS MIPUSATHO.

Ho KOpTHI/I BCTPEBOXKUIIACH, YBUOEB, YTO Ha KPHIJIBIIE COGp&J’[I/ICb OOHU MYXKYWHBI — MHOT'O MY2KYHH.
Kaxk TONMbKO OHM 3aMETHUIIH €€, MY3BIKa CMOIJIKJIA.

A korpa 3y0 I1unbl mogBen K KPBUIBILY JIOIafei, BOIapuIoCh MOTYaHHe.
B aToit TumuHe cmex 3y0a [Iunbl pe3anyn cinyx KopTHu.

— Hy, 4To npuyMonkiu, cefenbHbe 3aAHUIE? VMK BBl HUKOTHA He BuAenu nenu? Yept mobepu,
M3BHHSIOCh, MM, 3aKPONTEe PTH — 3TO He npuBuneHue! Jii, [Ipy, Hy-Ka, CTOHSM OBICTPEHBKO K Marru
IOa CKaXKH, YTO K Hel TOCThbS.

KypuaBrii mapeHeK BCKOYM Ha HOTH U IIOMSTHIICS K ITapafHOM ABEpH, He cIiiycKas ria3 ¢ KopTHu.

— A {715 BceX OCTaIbHBIX 9TO MUCC XOpTC, — npoponxan 3y6 [Tunsl. — He 3Hato, Hagosnro v oHa K
HaM U YBUOUTE JIU BHL €€ ellle, TaK YTO JIOBUTE MOMEHT U CHUMauTe Huianel! — OmHYU II0CIef0Baiu
€ro COBEeTY, OPyTHe CUENH, BCe TaK XKe U3yYMJIEHHO Tapalllach Ha [IeBYIIKY, OT 4yero 3y6 IIumkl cCHOBa
3arorortajn. — Hy u gypHu, npaBo cioBo! [TougemTe, MaM.
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KopTHU BEIMy4Y€HHO yJIEIOHYJIACh ¥ C PafoCThio TyCTUIA IIAarOM CBOIO KOOBUTY B 00XOf OMa, CJIeloM
3a 3y6om ITumnel. YcrbiiiaB TOOT CAmoT Ha KPHUTblle, OHa MOHSa, YTO, eCJTU 00EPHETCS, VBUAUT, KaK
BCE 3TH KOBOOUM CBECHUJIUCH C IIePUJI U YCTaBUIIUCH €l BCTIET.

— Bam, KOHEYHO, IOCTaBUJ YOOBOIBCTBHIE 3TOT CIEKTAKIIL? — TUXO CIpocuia oHa y 3yb6a [Tue,
KOTOPHIM eXaJl YyTh BIEPEH.

— JI10067110 BCTPSAXHYTH Pe0OAT, — OOBOJIBHO XMBEIKHYII OH. — Ho 51 He myMmar, 4To BMeCTe C
coobpazkeHueM OHU MOTEPSIIOT U fap peun. BEl 0UeHb XOPOIIeHbKasi, M3M, ¥ OHU OT CMYILIEHUS S3bIKU
nporjaoTunu. Hudero, Teneps Mecsii OyOyT MOATPYHUBATH APYT HaM APYTOM M3-3a TOTO, YTO
YIIyCTUTIK CITydal momo0e3HnYaTh C TaKOM fAeByIIKoi! — OObexaB IOM, OHM 3aBepHYJIU Ha 3afHUN
nBop. — Hy BoT MbI ¥ ipuexanu. [lyMaio, MarTu nogBUTCS C MUHYTHEL Ha MUHYTY. 3y0 [Tumbl
CIEIINIICS TIeper KOTTeAXKeM, ITOOXOOUBIIMM O0JIbllle [JIsT CEJTbCKOM MeCTHOCTH HoBoM AHTNINU, YeM
nns npepuit Texaca. Manenbkuii 6eneHbI DOMUK cpa3y odapoBai KopTHu. [lepeBsiHHAsA U3TOPOMb,
oOcaxkeHHas IIBETaMU NOPOXKKa K KPbUIbIly, CTaBHU Ha OKHAX U [aXKe IIBETOYHEIE TOPIIKY Ha
ITONOKOHHKKAX! DTOT CTAPOMOOHLIN ¥ MUJIBIM JOMUK HUKAK He BSI3aJiCs C OTPOMHEIM (pepMeEpPCKUM
IOMOM, Ha 3aiBOpKax KOTOporo cTosij. CieBa, Ha KOPOTKO IIOACTPUXKEHHOU JIy2KauKe, POCIIO
OonbIIoe cTapoe JepeBo, a HaJ apafHOM ABEPBIO BUIKUCh BUHOTPAgHBIE JIO3HL.

— Mucc XopTtc?
— A, 4T0?

KopTHU HEOXOTHO OTOpBAsIa B3I OT KOTTEOXKA ¥ C MTOMOIIb0 3y6a ITuikl CIIPEITHYIa C JIOIIa/IH.
Tenepsb OHa BHOEJA, YTO OH HE CJIUIIKOM BBICOK M IIOJIHOBAT, HO €TI0 Cephle I'jla3a, CMOTPEeBIIHe Ha
Hee, TYYUITUCH JOOPOTOI.

Ha 3amgHeM Kphine pepmMepcKoro moMa 3aKphliach ABEPE.
— 9TO0, KOHe4YHo, Marru.

3y6 [Tumnel He ommbcesi. Yepe3 3agHUM OIBOP K HUM CIIeInIia MajleHbKas XKeHIMHA, Ha X0y
HaKWJbIBas 1Iajib. B cBeTe APKO ropeBUINX OKOH 60mbInoro noMa KopTHU yBuIesa rnenenbHbe
BOJIOCHI, OKPYIIyI0 PUTYPKY U — Korga Msrru nogoiiia K HUIM — XKUBBIE 3eJIeHble T1a3a.

— Tax KTo XKe Mos rocThs. 3y6 [Tumer?

— 9710 0OHa caMa Tebe paccKaxXKeT, — 0TO3BaJICSI OH U HOOaBHUII:
— Ee nipuBe3 OUH U3 TBOUX APY3€EU.

— Ia? Kro xe?

Kopthu B3rnsHyna Ha 3y0a [Tunbl u, yOeIuBIINCh, YTO OH He COOMPAETCS HUYETO TOBOPUTH,
YCIIOKOMIaCh.

— Yangoc, — oTBeTHsa OHa. — Bo BCAKOM Cliy4dae, TaK OH ce0st HA3bIBaeT... celyac.
Moarru 3aAyM4YMBO ITOBTOPHJIA 3TO UM M IIOKa4adJlla TOJI0BOM:

— Her, Takoro s He 3Ha10. Ho 3geck OBIBAET CTOJIBKO MOJIOMBIX JIFOMIeH, YTO BCEX IIPOCTO He
YIIOMHUIIEL. XOPOIIIO eIlle, YTO OHY He 3a0hIBAlOT MeHs. Tak MPUSITHO, Korma Te0s CYUTAT Apyrom!

— Ox, Marru, — npoBopyar 3y6 [1unbl, — MOXKHO ITOAYMaTh, UTO 3[E€Ch, HA paH4o0, TeOsI HUKTO He
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JIIOOHUT.

KOpTHI/I C YOOBOJILCTBHEM OTMETHUJIA, YTO HE TOJILKO OHA OOHA YMEET KPACHETh. Cpa3y IIPOHUKIINCH
CUMIIATHEN K 3TOHN KEeHIINHEe, OHa CKa3ajla Ce6e, 4YTO HE CTOUT 3H0}7H0Tpe6H${TB ee
TOCTEIIPUHMMCTBOM.

— Pa3 BrI He noMHUTE YaHaoca, He CMeI0 BaM HaBS3BIBAThCH. ..

— Yenyxa u ellle pa3 yenyxa, fetodka! ¢ cpa3y BCIIOMHIO €ro, KakK TOJIbKO TEL HEMHOXKKO
pacckaXxellb MHe 0 HeM. { HUKOTa HUKOTO He 3abriBao. BepHo 51 rosopio, 3y0 ITunsr?

— Emie Kak BepHO! — XMBIKHYZ TOT. — [lo#ily IpUHECY Ballly CYMKY, M3M, — CcKa3asl oH KopTHu.
KopTHu moiia 3a HUM K JIOMIaAsSM, Iernda Ha Xony — M0XKHO JT1 MHE paccKa3bBaTh ei 0 HeM? OH
He cka3zai... O ['ocnopu, g Xe CoBCeM He 3Hal, 4ero OH 3[ech onacaetrcs! Ho BEI-TO 3HaeTe, mpaspaa?

— [la, 3Haw. Marru BE MOXKeTe pacCka3aTh Mpo Hero. OHa Bcerpa Oblyia Ha ero CTOPOHe.
3auHTpHUroBaHHas, KopTHY X0Tena mo6osbiie paccIpocuTh 3y6a [Tk, HO TYT OH CKa3all:

— §1 mo3a6ouych 0 BalKX JIOIIAAsSX, MoM. Hafietocs, Ja, MMEHHO Haflel0Ch, YTO BHI HEMHOTO ITOXKUBETE
3MeCh.

Ona cpa3y noHsama, K 4eMy OH KJIOHUT.
— YaHOoC He BEPHETCS U3-3a MeHS. — Bl yBepeHEl, MoM?

3y6 [Tunel yBen nourafeit, a KopTHU mocaegoBana 3a Marru mo ycaxkeHHOH I[BeTaMU JOPOXKKe K
KOTTEOXY.

— ¥V Tebst He 0OUeHb BECEJIbIN BUJ, IeBOYKA, — JIACKOBO 3aMeTuJIa MarTu. — ITOT YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIH
mpuBe3 TeOsT Ko MHe, mopor Tebe?

OtBeuaTh Ha 3TO0 711 KOpTHU OBIJIO MyYeHUEM.

— OH... oH OBITT MOUM IIPOBOXKATHIM. 4 obelllana eMy 3aIIaTUTh, €CJIA OH [IOCTABUT MeHs B Yaiko. Ho
OH He B34 meHer. U mo Vaiiko MeHsT ToOXKe He moBe3. BMecTo 9TOro oH mpuBe3 MeHs Clofla, CKa3all,
YTO BHI €0 APYT, eAUHCTBEHHBIN YEJIOBEK 3[1eCh, KOMY OH MOXKET JOBEPSTh, U YTO OH HE X04YeT
BOJTHOBATHCS, OCTABIISIST MeHs OfHY. ['ocriogu, 3To ke cMmelHo! C 4ero eMy BOTHOBAThCS 000 MHE —
Befb Ceryac OH IIPOCTO oTHenasncsa oT MeHs! — K ropny KopTHu onsaTh nogkaTuil KOMOK. — OH... OH
Opocun MeHs 3meck! 4 Oblyla TAKOM. ..

Cnesnl XJIBIHYJIX Py4YbEM, M, KOT'Oa Moarru obHsIa ee, KOpTHI/I TYT K€ IIPU2KaJlaChb K HEel. HGBYHIKa
Y2KaCHO CMYTHUJIaCh, HO COEPXKaTbCA OBLTTIO BBIIIIE €€ CHIIL.

Ia, Yangoc Hu4YeM edt He 00s13aH, ¥ BOOOIIe OH He TOT, 3a KOT0 OHa ero IpuHUMasna. Ero KyTKyio
MCTHUTEILHOCTD € BPSI[I JTU YOACTCS MOHATh. U eif, KOHeYHO, Haflo OB PagoBaThCs TOMY, UTO OHA €T0
Oonblie HUKOTA He yBUauT. Ho, HecMoTps Ha Bce 9T0, KopTHU oxBaTuio 6e3ymMHOe oT4assHue. OHa
CYHUTasa €ro OTHE3[ MPeJaTeIbCTBOM U MyYHTEIBHO TIePeKKUBaIa Pa3IyKy.

Mbsrru ycaauna geBYLIKY Ha JOPOroM AWBaH B CTUJIE YUNIEHOENI, ¥ IPOTSIHy/Ia el HOCOBOM IIJIATOK,
OOIMUTHIN KPy2KeBOM. [I0TOM HEHaMI0IT0 OCTaBUJIa CBOIO I0HYIO TOCThIO, YTOOH 3a7Kedh JIaMITH B
MaJIeHbKOM I'OCTHHOM, U OISITh MOJCeNa K Hell, 00HSB 3a mie4yu. Primanusi KOpTHU TOHEMHOTY
YTUXIIU.
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— Bot, Bo3pMU. — Moarru gana ei cyxoi njaTok. — f Bcerpga roBopusia, YTO XOPOIIO IOMIaKaTh
noJie3H0. Ho MyK4YMHAM-TO 3TOT'0 He CKaXKelllb, a 3[eCh, KpOMe MyK4uH, 60Jbllle U HET HUKOT0. Kak
IPUSTHO [7151 pa3Hoo0pa3usi m03aboTUTHCS O KeHIrHe!

— IIpocTtute MeHs, noxanyicra, — nmpobopmoTana KopTHU, BCXTUIIBIBAS.

— Her, geTouka, He Hafo U3BUHATHCS! ECu xo04ueTcs miakaTh, 3HAUYUT, HAOO MJlakaThk. Tebe
nojyyvure?

— HaBepHoe, HeT.

Mbsrru, 1ackoBo yNIBIOHYBIINUCH, TTOXJIONANa ee M0 PyKe:

— THI TaK CUIBHO TIOOUIIIL €107

— Het! — OrIcTpO CcKa3ana KopTHHU, HO, TOMOTYAB, IPOCTOHATIA:

— Ox, s He 3Hat0! JltoOuna, HO Temepb... MOXKHO JIK JIIOOUTH TIOCJIe TOTO, YTO 5 Y3Halla 0 HeM 3TOM
HOubI0? OH crmocoOeH Ha TaKue 3BEpPCTRa...

— O Boxe, 4T0 ke OH mesian ¢ ToOoM, MuIasi? — MpoIIenTana Marru.
— He co MHoii. OH... U3ypopoBaj 4ejaoBeka U yOuI ero u3 MecTH.
— U cam pacckasan Tebe 00 3TOM? — mopas3uiack Marru.

— 41 yxe 3Hana 06 3ToM. YaHI0C TOJIBKO MPU3HAJCS, UTO IPUHUMAJI B 3TOM y4acTue. A Temepb OH
OTIIPABUIICS YOMBAThH eIlle OMHOT0 YeJI0BeKa, ¥, BO3MOXKHO, TAKUM XKe XKYTKHM CII0co60M. MoXKeT, TOT
YeJI0BEK U 3aCITy2KUBAeT MECTH, HO yOUBATh TaK JKECTOKO?

— MyxX4uHH Bcerga OyOyT meaTh y2KacHbIe BEIy, MaJIbllIKa. bor ux 3HaeT, mo4eMy, HO TakK YK OHH
ycTpoeHsl. [1o KkpaiiHel Mepe Y OOIBIIMHCTBA U3 HUX €CTh Ha TO MIPUYUHEL. A Y TBOEr'0 MOJIOHOTO
Yyejl0BeKa OHU eCTh?

— MHe TOJIKOM HHYEro He U3BECTHO, — THXO IIporoBopuia KopTHY ¥ pacckasasa BCe, UTO 3Hasla, O
TOM HaBHEM HaJleTe UHMEHIeB. — Y HEro eCTh OPY3bsi-KOMaHYM, — 3aKOHYMIIA OHA. — BO3MOXKHO, OH
maxe XKWl ¢ HuMu. Ho HEyXKeu 3TOro JOCTATOYHO MAJISI CTOJIb OTBPATUTENIbHOM XKECTOKOCTH?

— A MoxeT, y Hero Obljia JKeHa B TOM MHJEMCKOM Jlarepe, — IPEeOIoioxkuia Marru. — 3Haelllb,
MHOTHE Oenbie 0epyT cebe B KeHHl MHOWAHOK. A ecyu nepef yOUWCTBOM ee ellle U HaCUJIOBaJIu, TO 3a
3TO OOLIYHO IIBITAIOT.

Koptuu B3poxHyna. Eif He X0Tenoch gyMaTh 0 TOM, YTO ¥ YaHfoca Onlna KeHa, HO, MOXKeT, Marru
mpaBa. Torga mOHATHO, OTKy[a OH TakK XOPOILO 3HaeT uHpaenieB. KOHEeYHO, 3TO BCEro NUIb
[IPENONI0oXKEHUE,

— Kak OBl 1 HM OTHOCHJIACh K HEMY U €0 ITOCTYIIKaM, KakKasl Teleph pa3Hulia? — mpobopMoTaa
KopTtHU. — Bepp 51 y2Ke HUKOTIa HE YBUXKY €rO0.

— W ato Teb6s Tak meuyanut! Het, HeT, He crops, meTouka! [IpH3HAIOCk, 5T MPOCTO CTOPA0 OT
M0O0MBITCTBA: KTO XK€ 9TOT MOJIOAOM YesioBeK? Thl MOXKeIlb MHE ero onucaTh? OueHb XOUeTCs
BCIIOMHUTE.

KopTHU onycTuma rinasa.
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— Yaupoc — GaHOUT, ¥ OYEHD OMBITHEIN. [103TOMY, KpOMe OPYTUX MPUYHKH, S YyBCTBOBaJIa cebst
CIIOKOWHO, Ty TelecTBYs ¢ HUM. OH BRICOKUHM, CMYTJIbIHM U O4eHb KpacUBHIM. BoloCk 4epHEIE, a Ina3a
ronyOsle. — Marru Mondana, u KopTHu nmpogosixkana:

— OH Momyanus, UHPOPMAaIKIO U3 HETO HaMl0 TAIUTh KIellaMu.
Marru B3noxXHya:
— Hy, Musiouka, mof 3T0 ONKUCaHUe IIOOXOOUT OI0KWHA MYKYMH, IIP0e3XKAal0lIUX Yepe3 Hallle paH4o.

— ITaxXe u He 3Hal0, UTO ellle 0 HeEM CKa3aTk... A, BOT: 3y0 [Iusbl roBopu, YTo, Korfga YaHaoc OBl
37ech, OH Ha3bBaJI ce0s MHOEHCKAM HMEHEM.

— Hy 4To0 X, 3T0 yXKe moHsTHEee. 3Hech ObIJI0 TONBKO ABa MOJIOJBIX YEJTOBEKA C MHAECHCKUMU
umeHamu. OfUH — IOJTYKPOBKA H... 4, Y HETO IpaBaa Oblix roy0sle ria3a.

— YaH[oc BIOJIHE MOXKeT OBITh HHEHUIeM-TI0IyKPOBKO#, XOTS CaM OH 3TO OTpPHIAET.

— Hy, ecnu oH He uHpeel, Toraa... — Marru HaxMypuiach ¥ 3aMojidyajia. — A II0YeMy OH He IIpUIles
cioma BMecTe ¢ To0oi?

— He 3axoten. Cka3saj, 4TO 3[0eCh €CTh JIIO[IX, C KOTOPLIMU OH HE X04YeT BCTpedaThcs. boioch, 0H
3[IeCh YTO-TO HATBOPHII. MOXKeET, er0 pa3bICKUBAIOT 3a HaPYIIEeHNE 3aKOHA UJTK YTO-TO B 9TOM POJIE.

— A d4T0 ellle OH TOBOPHUJI, eTOYKa? — clpocuiia Marru 1ackoBo, HO HACTOUW4YMBO. KOPTHU CMYIIIEHHO
yNBIOHYTaCh:

— Ila, OH TIpemynpenun MeHs, YTOOH 1 He Ha3kiBasla Bac cTapywkou. OH cKa3all, YTo, KOorfa
OIOHAXK[HI HA3BaJl BaC TakK, BH HaflaBau eMY OIIJIEyX.

— O Boxe! — B3BOJIHOBAaHHO BOCKJIUKHYJa Marru.
— BuI 3HAeTe, 0 KOM 5 TOBOPI0? — oOpamoBasachk KopTHu.

— [IIa, ma, KaK pa3 B TOT [eHb, KOT/Ia S HaflaBaJla eMy OIIJIeyX, MBI U CTa/IM ApPYy3bsiMU. Ero TpymHO
OBLIO Y3HATH 110 TBOEMY PaccKasy.

— OH B pO3BICKE? — OCTOPOXKHO crpocuiia KOpTHM 0 TOM, YTO BOJTHOBAJIO €€ OOJIbINe BCETo.

— Her, ecnu He cuuTaTh «po3bicK» ®neryepa. [Ipu gpyrux o0CTOSATENLCTBAX OH OCTAJICS OBl 3[I€Ch
XWUTh, HO ®IeTyep B 3amaje rHEBa HarOBOPHUI eMY y2KaCHBIX Belllel: OHM Iepepyranauck. [Ipasaa, ¢
TEX 0P MPOIIIO YKe YeThpe Tofa, 1 PreTyep pacKauBaeTCs...

— Yerripe roma? — nepebuina ee Koptau. — Ho Torma oH €301 C HHOSHITAMH.

— Jla, Torfa OH BEPHYJICA B Jlarepb KOMaH4eu... — 3aMojiyaB, Marru BOpyr cxBaTUjach 3a CepaLe. —
O TI'ocmomu, 9Ta 00MHS, 0 KOTOPOU TH TOBOPHIIA... 9TO MOTJIO OHITE... Ero MaTh XKujla C HHOEHIIaMH,
metoudka. M ero cBogHas ceCTpeHKa, KOTOPYIo OH 000xKaJjl. 3HaYUT, HaBepHOoe, ux 06eux younu... Ox,
OeOHBIN MaIbyuK!

Kopthau no6nenuena. Ero MmaTts? M cectpa? [ToueMy oH He cKa3as el 00 aToM? OgHaXKIbl OH
YIIOMSIHYJI, UTO 9TO CecTpa Ha3Basia ero YaHmocoM u OH OyJeT HOCUTh 9TO UMS [I0 TEX II0P, II0Ka He
3aKOHYHT TO, YTO [OJIKEH CHeaTh... YTOOH ero cecTpa rnepecrasa IjaakaTh ¥ 3aCHYJIa C MUPOM.
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KopTHY HEBUISIIUM B3TJISIIOM ITIOCMOTpPENa B OKHO. Telephb BCe MPOSCHUIIOCh. 3HAYUT, 9T JIIOOU
yOounu ero MaTh u cectpy! Y nmpencraButh cebe HeNMb3s, yTO YyBcTBOBaN Yaupoc! OHa-TO cama XOThb U
He BepuJla B CMepTh 0TIla, HO KaKue CTpafjaHus IPHUHOCHUIIa el pa3nykKa ¢ HuM! A Yanpaoc, HaBepHOe,
BUEJT TPYIIHL...

— MboaM... {... TOXKaIyHCTa, MaBaliTe TOTOBOPUM 0 YeM-HUOyOb Apyrom! — B3monuiack KopTHu,
YYBCTBYS, KakK I'Jla3a ee OISITh HAIIOJIHSAIOTCS CJIe3aMH.

— KoHeuHO0, — 7TaCKOBO corjacunack Marru. — MoxXeT, pacCKaXelllb MHE, 3a49eM Tkl CIoJa
npuexana?

— Jla, — obpamoBanack Koptau. — 4 mpuexasna, 9ToOs HaiTH 0TIa. YaHI0C CKa3aJjl, YTO €CJIH OH
JKMBET B Y3HKO, BBl JOIKHE ero 3HaTh. OH yBeps, 4To BH Bcex 3HaeTe. O ['ocronu, g Bedb maxe He
npencrasunacs! Mens 308yT Koptau XopTc.

— Xoptc? [a, y Hac B Ya1KO ecTh JOKTOP XOpTC, HO...

— 9T0 OH! — B3BOIHOBAaHHO BCKpHyana KOpTHU, IOOIPEITHYB OT pagocTu. — ¢ Ovina mpaBa! OH XKuB!
OH 3xecs! 4 3Hana!

Marru yauBIIEHHO II0KadaJsia [0JI0BOM:

— He nonumaio, meBouka. Ha mmociemHeM 1epKOBHOM IMUKHUKE JiyIa XOPTC cKa3ana Cbio 9HH
'n600He, YTO eMUHCTBEHHAS [0Yb JOKTOPa XOPTC Mmoruba Bo BpeMs HajeTa HHIEHIIeB.

KopTHHU BO BCe T'/Ta3a yCTABUIACh HA MOKUITYIO JAMY:
— Ou mymar, 9To s moru6mia?

— HpI/I IMOoZKape, 0T KOTOPOro Cropei OoTia (I)epMepCKI/Ifl O0OM, — IIPOOOJIZKalla Marru. — OH cuuTar,
YTO Thl BMECTE C Mauyexou npATanach B 3TOM JOME.

— Ho MbI ObITTH B capae, B SIIMKe U IPOOYKTOB! MaITH OMSThH I0Kavyasla TOJI0BOM, COBEPIIEHHO
cbuTtas c Tonky. [Toka oHa cobupasnack ¢ MeiciaMu, KopTHU cipocuia:

— A XTO Takasg Jmnia?
— Jla 9T0 XKeHa mokTopa XopTc. OHU MOXKEHUIUCh MeCsIla IBa Ha3ajl.

KopTHu ongaTh cena, mMbIrasg HocoM. 2KeHa? Eile ogHa eHa... 0 HeT, TOIbKO He 3T0! boxe, Kakas
HecIpaBeaIuBoCTh! HeyxXkenu oHa HUKOTa HE CMOXKET OfHa, 0e3pa3deNibHO BIIafdeTh OTIIOM, HY XOThb
HeHanonro? IlomyMaTh TONIBKO, OHA OII03[ajia BCero Ha fiBa Mecsia!

B rimy0oko# 3agyMUYnBOCTH OHa IPOrOBOpHIIa JII0OUMOe pyraTenbCcTBO YaHpmoca:

— YepTt mobepu!

['nmaBa 40

B sipKo OCBelleHHOM KyxHe He Ob1J10 HUKOTO0, KpoMe 3y0a [Tunbl. OH cupen 3a CTOJIOM CO CTaKaHOM

MOJIOKa ¥ KyCKOM BHIITHEBOI'O ITMPOTa. Korga OTKPHIJIACh 3a0HsAA IBEPh U Morru IIPOCKOJIE3HYJIA B
KYXHIO, OH IaXKe He OI'JIAHYJICSA, Y3HAB €€ IIaru.
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OTKVHYBIINCH Ha CIIUHKY CTyJa. 3y0 [1unsl B3rnsAHyN Ha Hee. Bupm y Marru Obl1 BCTPEBOKEHHBIN.
— T&I pacckaxeub emMy?
— Tt 3Han. Tebe 4TO, He IPUIILJIO B TOJIOBY PaccKa3aTh eMy?

— Her. 4 xoten y3Hats, uTo O6ymenib genaTh TH. K Tomy ke, — 3y6 [Iusbl yCMeXHYIICS, — MallbYUK
B351JI C MEHS KJIATBY, 4TO g 3a0yny o BcTpede ¢ HUM. OH CHJIBHO Ha 3TOM HacTauBaj. [la TH U caMa
3Haellb, KaK OH yIPsSIM.

Mbsrru, CKpeCcTuB PyKU Ha TPy[AH, B3TJISIHYJIa Ha ABEPD, OTAENIBIIYI0 KyXHIO OT JoMa.
— OH eme He ner?

— Iymato, HeT, — oTo3Bascs 3y0 [1umsl, — elre paHo. A Kak fiejla Y MaJleHbKOM JIefu?
— 4 ynoxwuna ee B IIOCTeJb. Thl 3HaElllb, YTO OHA [04YKa AOKTOpPa XOPTC?

— IlpaBpa? Hy 4To XK, 3HAYUT, Y MEHs ONHOM 3a060ToM MeHblie. Temeps s XOTsA OB 3HAI0, YTO OHA
npobyneT 3mech Kakoe-To BpeMsi. Eciu He y Hac, Tak B TOPOZE.

— A g B 9TOM He yBepeHa. — MoarTH B3[0xXHYy/Ia. — [leBOYKa CTPAIIHO PACCTPOUIIACH, YCIIBIIIAB O TOM,
YTO €e OTell KeHUJICS. DTO OUYeHb HecuacTHas 10Had yiefu. 3y6 [Tumsl.

— OHa cTaHeT CYaCT/IMBOM, KaK TOJIBKO BepHeTCs KeuH.
— A nymaets, oH BepHeTca? 3y0 [1umbl KUBHYIT:

— CKOJIBKO s ero IIOMHIO, eMy Bcerjia OhIIO Ha Bce HammeBaTh. Ho CeromHst HOUbi0 OH MEHS yYIUBHIL.
OTa [eBYyIIKa O4eHb Jopora eMy, Marru. TH ¥ caMa, BUIXMO, TaK CUUTAEIIb, €CJIH IOIYMbIBAEIIh O
pasroBope ¢ ®reTyepom.

— V MeHs eCTh Ha TO ApPYyrHe MPUYUHEI, — IPYCTHO 3aMeTusa Marru. — Eciu OBl TOJIBKO 3TO, S He
crasa Ovl BOJTHOBaTh €T0 MoHanpacHy. Ho s y3Hama oT Mucc XopTc, 4TO YeTHIpe Tofla Ha3ay B
Kan3ace Gesble BeIpe3ajy jarepb KOMaH4Yel, ¥ C TeX [OP MapeHb UIeT YOUMIl U MCTUT UM.

— YepT Bo3bMU, — npoiuenTtan 3y0 [Tunel, — 3HayuT, Muapa MepTBa?

— Iloxoxke, YTO TakK, — OTKJIMKHYJach Marru, — yourta. U ®meTtuep uMeeT mpaBo 3HATh 00 3TOM.
KopTHu pa3bynunu rpoMKUe rojoca Ha ynulle, OHU npubnuxkanuch. HakoHel JBeph KOTTenxka
IIIyMOM pacliaxHysiach, ¥ KOpTHY UCIIyraHHO Cejla B IIOCTEJIN, IPUKPEIBIIUCE OfesJIOM. B mBepHOM

IIpoeMe CTOsAII Ol"pOMHbeI MyXK4YKWHaA. W3-3a ciuHE €ro moKasanachk Marru u, IOTECHUB MYXK4YHHY C
IIpOox0oaa, BOII/Ia B KOMHATY. BHuMaTENbHO OTIsaeB KOpTHI/I, OHa OGGpHynaCB K MyX4YHWHE.

— Bupguiie, 4TO TH Hagennan? — CEPOUTO BCKpHUaa oHa. — Hamyran 6egHyio meBouky! ['oBopuia
Tebe — momokau [0 yTpal

My}K‘-II/IHa IIardyJjl B KOMHATY, MATKO, HO PEIINUTEJIEHO OTCTPAHUIL Morru u YCTaABHUJICA Ha KOpTHI/I.

OH OBLT BEICOKMM ¥ MYCKYJIUCTHIM, C MOLTHEIM TOPCOM, IITMPOKUMH IIJIEYaMK ¥ MOTYYUMU PyKaMH.
BrIpa3uTenbHBIE Kapye Tla3a, TEMHO-KAIITaHOBHIE BOJIOCH C CeIoM MPsiAbio TOCPerHe, Hafl CAMbIMU
OpoBsimu. CenuHa npobuBanack U B TyCTHIX ycax. KopTHU momyMara, 4To, eCiu Okl He yCTpallalomuii
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BUI, OH Ka3ascs Obl maxke KPacCUBHIM.
OHa NoOHSJIACH IIOBHIIIIE.

— Krto BB, MucCTEp? — cnpocuna oHa. Ee peliuTenIbHOCTH MOpa3uiia ero. B yAuBIeHHOM B3TJAfe,
KOTOPHIM OH Opocul Ha Marru, YuTacs BOIPoc: «3TO U eCTh TBOS OefHas UCIyraHHasd AeBOYKa?»
Cyns mo MaHepaM, OH SIBHO IIPUBLIK ITOBENIEBaTh. MOXKET, 3TO X0351H paHuo «bap M»?

— 9 ®netuep CTpaToH, Mucc XOpTC, — PE3KO OTBETHUIT OH. — [10X03Ke, BHI XOPOIIIO 3HAETE MOET0
CchlHa, KeliHa.

— Her, s He 3Halo ero, — Bo3pa3uia KopTHHU, — HO €ClTd B 3TOM IIPHUYMHA Balller0 BTOPXKEHU. ..
— BawMm oH usBecTeH non uMeHeM Yannoc. KopTHY ITOGO3PUTEIIBHO COLLYPUJIACE:
— 4 Bam He Bepro. OH yIOMUHaJI Ballle MMs, HO He CKa3aJl, YTO BBl €ro OTell.

— C rex mop KaK Muapa 3abpana ero, KeiiH mepecTtai Ha3eIBaTh MEHS OTIIOM, — IOSICHHUII
®netuep. — Muapa — 3TO ero MaTh, yupsgMas Y4epHOBOJIOCAs UPJIaHOKA, B KOTOPOU HET HY KallJlk
tepnuMocTu. OH yHacnegoBasl OT Hee rjla3a. TakKuM 5 3HaJl er0, KOTfa OH MOSIBUJICA 3[eCh Yepes
OEeCSTh JIET ITOCTIe TOTO, KakK s OTIPAaBUI UX 000UX Ha CMEPTh.

KopTHu omennoMieHHO B3rJisgHYyJIa Ha Marru.

— OTo mpaBfa, IeBOYKa, — MOATBEPAUIa Ta. — MHEe He X0TeNoCh OBl 3I0yIOTPe6IsTh TBOUM
IOBEPUEM, HO OH UMEET ITpaBo 3HaTh. — OHa IepeBesia BT Ha MyXK4yuHy. — ®OnmeTyep, TH He Oan
MHe JOTOBOPHUTH, HAOPOCHUBILINCEH Cpa3y Ha Mucc XopTc. CKa3aTh TaKoe HEIPOCTo, HO, 6010ch, Muapa
noru6ya BMecTe C TeM KOMaH4H, C KOTOPBIM xkujta. Cyns mo cimoBaM Mucc Xoprc, KeiiH, yexas
OTCIOMa, BEPHYJICS B JTarepb ¥ YBUOE, YTO OH pa3rpomieH. C TeX IMOp OH OXOTUTCS 3a GeJIbIMH,
KOTOPEIE 9TO CHEJIAJIH,

Kazanocs, ®netyep yrpaTun caMoobiagaHue: JTUI0 eT0 KCKa3uIOCh 00JIBIO M Cpa3y mocTapeno. Ho
ObICTPO OBameB COO0M, OH MPUHSII TPEXKHUW CYPOBHIM BUL.

— KeliH roBOpuUII BaM, YTO €ro MaTh yMepia? — CIPOCUIl OH KopTHU.

Ey mouemy-To He X0Tenock oropyath ®retyepa, OTHUMAs y HEro MOCIeNHIO HafleXay, X0TS OH
Ka3aJICs TSIXKeJIbIM 4esloBeKoM. I1oxoxke, 4To maxe ChiH He mio0un ero! Ho KopTHY UCHEITEHIBAIA K
HEeMY XKaJloCTh.

— YaHOoc HUKOTIa He TOBOPUII MHE O MaTepH, — CKa3alla OHa. — f 3Haia, 4TO B Jlarepe HHOEUIIEB
Onlta pe3Hs. Korga komaHuu Hananu Ha ¢pepMy, 5 Obisia TaM. B ToT meHb YaHoC criac MHe XKHU3HB,
XOTSI BCEX OCTaJIbHBIX yOunu. ®epMep ydyacTBOBaJ B pe3He UHAeEHIEB, U YaHO0C 0€3:KaT0CTHO
pacmpaBuics ¢ HuM. Ho eciu ero MaTh U3Ha... yOUIH, TOTOA MHE IIOHSITHHI €I'0 MOTUBHL., —
[TomoyaB, OHA OCTOPOXKHO Ho0aBUa:

— Ho He cmpamuBaiiTe MeHs 0 MaTepu YaHOoca, BaM Haflo y3HATh 00 9TOM y HETO.
— I'me on?
— ¢ He Mory BaM 3TOr0 CKa3arTk.

— He mMoxerTe... WM He XOTUTE? — CYPOBO CIIPOCHUJI OH.
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Taxkoi TOH He paciojiarail K COYyBCTBHIO.

— He xouy. 4 Bac He 3Hat0, mucTep CTpaToH, HO MHE M3BECTHO, YTO YaHOOC HE XOTEJ BCTPEYaThCS C
BaMHU. 3aY€M Ke MHE BHIKJIa[IbIBaTh, TOE €T0 MOXKHO HAalTH?

— ITogymaTh TONIBKO, KaKas IpefaHHOCTh! — B3peBen PeTdyep, He IPUBHIKIINY BCTPeYaTh
conpoTuBjieHue. — Ho m03B0OJIbTE BaM HAIIOMHUTD, I0HAS JIe[H, IO Ybey KPHIIIEe! Bhl CIUTE.

— Hy uT0 X, TOrAa g yxoxy!

KoprHu BcTana, motamus 3a co60ii ofesino.

— CapgpTe, 4epT BO3bMU!

— He cany!

B HanpsixkeHHOU TUILIKWHE [IPO3ByYasl MATKUAYU cMeX Marru:

— [loxoxe, CDnequp, Tebe JIy4qlie CMEHUTh TAKTUKY. IleBOUKa IIpoBeJia HpOHIHBIﬁ MeCHI B 06H.IeCTBe
TBOETO ChIHA U IIE€PEeHsJIa Y HETO BOMHCTBEHHOCTh — BO BCAKOM CJIy4ae, B OTHOIIEHUU K tebe.

Onetyep u KopTHU XMypoO B3rIAHyIu Ha Marru. Ta TsxXeno B3MOXHYyIIa.

— [lymato, ®neTyep, TAKOMY CTapOMY UyAaKy, KaK ThI, CJIefoBajio Obl CAEeaTh BHIBOJLI M3 ITPOIIIBIX
ourn00K, — CTPOTO CKa3ajla OHAa. — BCIIOMHH, pa3Be OJHAXKMOBI TH y2Ke He 002Kercst Ha 3ToM? Pa3Be
He TTOBTOPSJT Thl COTHHU pPas, YTO, IPEICTaBbCS CIIydai, Thl BCe OBl UCITPABHUI? ITOT CIy4yall MOXKET
IIPEICTaBUTLCS, HO, KaK S BUXKY, THl OIISITh Haflelaelllb TeX XkKe OMUO0K. Tl yKe [IOIYCTUII OfHY, 1
6onbiryio. BMecTo Toro 4To6bl CIIOKOMHO PACCIPOCUTH IEBOUYKY, 0OBSICHUTD €1, KaK BakHO Tebe
y3HaTh po KeliHa, TH HaycTUCd Ha Hee. [la ¢ KaKO! CTaTH OHa [JOJIXKHA C TOOO! pa3roBapuBaTh?
OHa mpuexaa CloJa TOJIbKO IIepeHoYeBaTh — KCTATH, 01 Moel Kphied. OHa He 3aBUCUT OT Te0s,
®rneTuep, Tak ¢ YEro e TH B35JI, YTO OHa CTaHET FOBOPUTH € ToO0M? & OHl Ha ee MecTe He CTasa.

[TporoBopuB 9T0, Marru BhIIIIa. B ManmeHbKOM I'OCTHHOW MTOBHCIIA THETYIAs TUIMHHA. KOopTHH
UCITHITHIBAJIA CMYIIIeHKE TI0CJIe CBOeH BCIHIMKY. Kak-HUKaK 9T0 0Tell YaHaoca, U UM eCTh O YeM
TIOTOBOPHUTb.

— IIpocTuTe MeHs, — Havalla OHA U YILIOHYJIACh, VCIBIIAB, 4TO OIeTyep OqHOBPEMEHHO C Hel
IIPOU3HEC 9TU XK€ CJI0oBa. — MoXKeT, HauHeM CHavasa, muctep CtpaToH? He pacckaxeTe U BEl MHE,
noyeMy YaHOOC He XO4YeT 30eCh IOSABIATLCA?

— Yanpoc. — ®sieTuep € OTBpallleHUEeM IIOBTOPUII 3TO UMsA. — HYepT BO3bMHU, IIPOLLY IPOIIEHNUS, HO
napeHb Ha3bIBaeT ce0sl KakK yrOmHO, HO TOJIBKO He TeM HMeHeM, KOTopoe fian eMy si! [Jaxke XKuUBS
3[ecCh, OH He OTK/INKaJcs Ha KeliHa.

— He npocute MeHs1, 94TOOH 5T Ha3kBala ero KelitHoM, — TBepmo ckKa3ana KopTtHu. — 1151 MeHS OH
YaHpoc, ToIbKo YaHaoc.

— JlagHo, magHo, — mobponyiiHo 6ypKHYN @eTdyep, — HO U BBl HE IIPOCUTE, YTOOH 51 Ha3bIBasl €r0
YaHOocoM.

— He 6yny, — ycmexnynack KopTai.

— A Temneps 0 BallleM BOINIPOCe, — CKa3aJsl OH, IPUABUTAs K KPOBaTH CTYJI U ycaxkuBasich. — Her
HUYETr0 YOUBUTENLHOTO B TOM, UTO KeliH He X0ueT monagathCs MHE Ha r'ta3a. Korma 4eTwipe roga
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Ha3aj] OH yeXaJsl OTCIOfa, 5 [TOCJIaJl 3a HUM CBOMX JIIOHeH, YTOOk OHU BepHYu ero. OHM, KOHEYHO, TaK
u He novManu KeliHa. Hemenu Tpu OH Oypayui uX, pa3pemnias ce0s mpecienoBaTh, a KOToa eMy 9T0O
Hagoeso, OBICTPO OTOPBAJICS OT HUX. Teleph OH CYUTAET, YTO S OMSITh IOMBITAIOCh yIepKaTh eT0
3[ech. BEpOSITHO, TO3TOMY OH ¥ He XOTeJl, YTOOH KTO-HUOYOh Y3Ha O €T0 MOSBICHUH.

— A BBI IeWCTBUTEIBHO IIOMBITANIACH OBl yepKaTh ero?

— YepT BO3bMY, IPOLIY IPOLIEHUS, a KaK XKe nHadye? — BOCKJIUKHYJ ®neTtuep. — Ho... — oH
IIOMOJTYaJl, — TeIepb g IMOMPOCUl ObI eT0 0CTaThCS, IIOCTaPaBIIKCh fOKA3aTh EMY, UTO V HAaC BCe
OymeT uHaue.

— A kax ObIIO paHbIe?

— 4 menan ommOKYy 3a ommbKOM, — COKPYIIeHHO npu3Hascs ®netyep. — A obpaiiancs ¢ HUM Kak C
MaJIbYHMINKON, @ MEXIy TeM KOMAaHYX B BOCEMHAMIATh JIeT — yXKe MyXK4KrHa. A eMy GbII0
BOCEMHAIIaTh, KOT{Ia OH BEPHYJICS CIOfa. f TaKXKe IOIILITAICST BEIOUTL U3 HETO HHIEeHCKIe
IIPUBBIYKH — BCE, 9YTO Ka3aJIOCh €EMYy €CTECTBEHHLEIM, — BE€Jb OH TaK OOJIT'0 XKUJI C IIJIEMEHEM. qa
3JIMJICS, YTO OH He JKeJaeT HUYero MpUHUMATh OT MEHS.

— Bm TOBOPHUIIN, YTO OECATE JIET CHUTAJIX €0 MEPTBEIM. On 9TO, BCE 3TO BPEMS KUJI C KOMaH4YaMu?

— [Ia, BmecTe ¢ MmaTeprio. OHa cbexkana oT MeHs. O HeT, 5T He BUHIO ee 3a 3T0! KoHeuHO, s Obll He
CaMBIM XOPOIINM ¥ BEpHHIM MyxkeM. Ho el He crefioBasno 3abupath ¢ co60it Manburka. OHa Befb
3HaJjla, Kak OH MHe [OpPOT.

— Ho He mymaeTe XKe BH, UTO MaTh MOrjia OPOCHATH CBOETo pebeHKa?

— Hert, HO MOXHO OBITIO paccTaThcs UHade. A oTman OBl e Bce, IIOIPOCUB TOIBKO O TOM, YTOOH KeiH
IIOJIOBUHY BPeEMeHM XKuJl y MeHs. Ho oHa mpocTo rcue3na! { He moHKWMal, KakK el 3TO yAaloCh, TOKa
He 00bsBuics Keitn. TombKo TOrma s y3HaJ, Tle OHU CKPBIBAIKCH BCe 9TH rodbl. Hy, cHavarna,
IIpaBfa, OHU He CKphIBanuCh. OKa3anoch, YTO WX B3SIM B IIJIEH JIIOAY U3 MJIEMeHU KaloBa U MPOJalu
kKoMaH4aMm. OIUH MOJIOIOM KPaCHOKOXKMUM Kymua 000ux, JKeHuJIcs Ha Muape, a KeiiHa yCHIHOBUII. —
®neTyep moKaydars rojioBor. — A nmoroMm KeliH nmpuexain ciofla Ha CBOEM IIeTOM MePHHE, TaKOU TOPMOLIH,
MHIeeIl C TOJIOBH [0 TIST — B OJIeHbe} IIKYype, C ATUHHBIMU KOCaMH, KOTOPhlEe 0TKa3aJiCs OTCTPUYb.
YOUBUTENBHO, YTO MOU JTIOAYU He IPUCTPEUIN ero!

KoptHu xkuB0 npencraBuia cebe, Kak 0HBIM YaHAOC B JUKApPCKOM 00/1MYbe Bhe3kaeT Ha paHuo «bap
M» 1 BCcTpedaeTcs TaM JIUIIOM K JIUIY C TONINON He3HAKOMBIX Oe/IbIX MyK4YKH. YTO e 4yBCTBOBAI
IIPU 9TOM ero OTel? Benb CHIH BepHYICS K HeMY OukapeM! fIcHO, 4To 3mech He oforioch 6e3
KOH(IUKTA.

Bopyr ona Bcriomumta 6pen YaHpoca.

— Mucrep CTpaToH, CKaXuTe, a OH He Ha3hIBaj Bac... 3-3... CTAPUKOM?
®reTyep HEBECETIO YCMEXHYJICS:

— Jla oH TONBKO TaK ¥ Ha3biBall MeHsi. OH roBopui 00 aTom?

— Her, HO, KoT[la MBI €XajIu 10 TPOIIe, ero yKycuia 3Mesi, — Hadasa 00bsICHATh KOPTHU U, BCIIOMHUB
3TO, OTISITh TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA pa3gpaxkeHue. — [Nymeld yopsiMell, OH Jake He I03BaJl MeHS Ha MTOMOIITb!
[TpaBma, MBI C HUM TOTTa HEMHOTO IIOB3IOPUIH... Hy Tak BOT, B Ty HOYb €T'0 IIPecaeqoBaIy KOIIMaphl
— oH ObI7T B Opefy ¥ MHOTO TOBOPHII BO CHe. Cpeny MpPoYero oH ckasaj... — KopTHU moMosyana, He
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XKeJlasi ITIOBTOPSATHE CJIOBa Yaupgoca. — Hy, CJIOBOM, OH He XOTeJI, YTOOBI BB oTpe3ajin eMy BOJIOCHI. B
4TO, X BIIPSAMbB ITBITAJIUCH 3TO coemnaTh? @nequp TSA2KEeJIO B3OJOXHYII:

— 9t0 Onlna Gombiras omubKa. M3-3a 3TOTo OH U yexan. Kak-To MBI C HUM ITIOCCOPUIIACH B OUEPEIHON
pa3s, 4 5 B IPUCTYIIe THEBa Bejiesl CBOMM JIIOOIM OKPYKUTh €r0 ¥ OTKPOMCATh 3TU IIPOKIISITHE KOCHIL.
Kakas Onina motacoBka! KelH paHUIT Tpex mapHe# HOxKOM, moce 4ero 3y6 [Tuibl BHICTPEIOM BHIIIHO
HOX U3 ero pyku. KeiiH Torga He HOCUII 1Tpu ceOe PeBoIbBEPA, TOIBKO TOT HOXK. YepT BO3bMHU, IIPOIILY
IIPOLIEeHUS, MEeHS IPUBOAUIIO B OEIIIEHCTBO, YTO OH YIIOPHO He JKejlaeT BeCTH cebs Kak Oebii
yennoBeK. OH HUYETO He HafleBaJl, KpOMe OJIEHbUX IIKYP ¥ MHOTAA XujaeTa. TOIbKO KOraa X0I04aslo,
HAKUIBIBAI KYPTKY. Y Bce. d HaKyIUII eMy OI0XKUHH pyballlek, HO OH HU pa3y He Hafesl HU OJHY U3
HuX. [lyMar, OH fesaj 3TO HAapOYHO, YTOOH ITO3TUTh MEHSI.

— Ho nmouemy? Pa3Be 0H He XOTEJI 0CTATLCS 30ECH?

— B Tom-T0 u memno. Korga KeiiH npuexan ciofa, g AyMall, OH X04eT OCTaThCA. d CYUTal, 9YTO OH
mIpuexas 0 CBoel Bojie, a IIOTOMY HMKAK He MOT IOHSATH ero BpaxnaeOHocTH. OH mepKacs
0COOHSIKOM, [TaXKe eJ1 OOUH, KpOMe TeX CIydaeB, Korga paboTan Ha mactOuiie. He 6v110 mHS, 4TOOH
OH He IIPUHEC K CTOY AWYH, MOOBITOM UM Ha 0XO0Te, laXke eCJIU MAJIS 3TOT0 eMy IIPUXOUIIOCH BCTaBaTh
no paccBeta. OH He MOT IPUHSATHL OT MEeH [laXKe MUIIYy, YePT BO3bMHU, IIPOIILY IPOLeHUs!

— Muctep CtparoH, noxanyiicra, — nepebuna KopTHu, — He Hafl0 IPOCUTh Y MEHS IIPOIIEHUS 3a
3THU C/oBa. f ¥ cama NepeHsijia UX y Ballero ChHa.

— IIpaBma? — TyT oH BepBhIe yIbIOHYIICS. — 3mech KeitH BooOIIe He pyrajics — pa3Be UTO Ha SI3bIKe
KoMaHuel. Paf CrblIaTh, 4TO OH XOTh YeMY-TO 3[€Ch Hay4ducs.

KopTHu ycMexHysnach. ['ocriogy, BOT yXK Halllesl 4eM FOpauThCs!
— Tak o0 4eM BH pacCKa3bIBaIn?

— IIa, Tak BOT, KaK s y2Ke IOBOPHJI, IepKaJiCsi OH 0COOHSIKOM, HM C KeM He X0TeJl 3HaKOMHUTHCS,
OTMaJTYUBAJICS B pa3roBopax. He mpumoMHio ciydast, 4TOOB OH IIEPBBIM 3aT'OBOPHII C KEM-HUOYIb.
XoTs g OTJIMYHO 3HAJI, YePT BO3bMHU, UTO ¥ HETO II0JIHO BOIIPOCOB — S BUJIEN 3TO II0 ero rjaa3aM. Ho y
Hero ObIJIO IbsIBOIbCKOE TepreHue. OH MoI4a JOXKHUAAJCS, TIOKA OTBETH HAa CBOM BOIPOCH! OH
YCIIBIIIKT CNTy4aiHo. [IoHUMaeTe, eMy Bce OBITI0O MHTEPECHO, OH YYHUJICS BCEMY, Y€MY MBI MOTJIH
Hay4uTh €r0. YKe yepe3 rog eMmy Onlna 1o mievy mobas pabota Ha paHydo. Emie u mostomy s
1ojlaraji, 4To OH Ipuexai ciofga foOpOBOJILHO.

— Ho 370 OBLTO HE Tak?

— Her. Xots Ke¥itH HUKOTa He TOBOPUII MHE 00 3TOM. f1 yCIIBIIIA 3TO OT MAITH CIIYCTS ABa rofa
mocJie ero npue3na. K ToMy BpeMeHU OH COPYXKUJICS C Hel. Marru Oblyla eIMHCTBEHHBIM Y€JI0BEKOM,
KTO BOOOIIIe YTO-TO 3HAJI O HEM.

— [Touemy ke OH npuexan crooga?

— Martb 3acTtaBuina KeliHa cuesnaTh 9TO pagu HETO caMoro. B Ty mopy oH AOCTUT BO3pacTa, KOrjaa Mor
CTaTh BOMHOM-KOMaH4H4, CO BCEMU IIpaBaMU B3POCJIOI0 MYKYHHEI, BK/II0Yas U IPaBO UMETh XKEHY.
Iymato, IockIIast ero ciofa, Muapa xoTesa, 4ToOb OH TO3HAKOMHUIICS C Hallled XKU3HbBIO, IPeXe YeM
OKOHYATeJIbHO OCTaThCs y UHfeNIeB. [I0IKHO ObITL, OHa 60s1/1ack, YTO TOTOM OH IT0XkKayieeT 06 3TOM.
Muapa mocTynuiia Mygpo, — 3ameTtun ®neryep. — OHa gyMana 0 Majb4yuKe, a He o cebe.

OHa mpocuia ero IMOXUTh 3[lech IATH JieT. KellH yexan yepes3 Tpu rofa. Muapa xoTena, YTOOb OH
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BKYCHJI ITpeJiecTy OOraToi XKU3HM, a 1 4ejoBek 6oraTeiii. Ho KeiiH nmpe3upan Mou JeHbI'M. Muapa,
BHUOUMO, HaflesylaChb Ha ero HelIpeacka3dyeMOoCTh, laBasi My BO3MOXKHOCTh BrIOopa. Ho Manbuuk
IIPUHSAT PellleHne ellle [0 TOTo, Kak IoTal Cloa.

[TpoBenst mecsTh €T B MHAEHCKOM jlarepe, KeitH mpeBpaTuics B HacTosAmero kKomanuu. OH HUKOTOA
Y He TIHITAJICS IPUCIIOCOOUTHCS K 3[EIIHUM MopsaKaM. KeiH mpocTo mepexuman BpeMs U YUUIICsS
BCEMY, YeMy MOT Hay4UThCS OT Hac, Oesbix. Tak OH, KOHEYHO, Hac IIpo cebs Ha3wBasl. YTOo XK,
XOPOIIIO, YTO Y HEro ObIJIO CTpeMJIeHNe YUuThCcsA. KTo 3HaeT, MOXkeT, OH U ocTajcs Obl 37[eCh Ha BCe
ISITh JIET, eclid OBl S He BeJIesI 0TPe3aTh ero YePTOBE! KOCHI.

— Centyac y YaHpoca uxX HeT, — TUXO0 3aMeTusia KopTHU.
— Hert? Hy 4T0 X, 3T0 y&ke Koe-4To! Ho y HEro HeT ceiyac u TOro UHAEHUCKOTO OTpsAa.

— OTO He COBCEM Tak, — Bo3pa3uyia KopTHu. — OH He OOUH IIpeciienyeT TeX JIIofen, KOTOphe
Hallajyu Ha Jlareph KoMaHuel. Korga mMel exanu o MHaelickoi TeppuTOpuy, BCIO OPOTY MOOIM30CTH
IepKanuch ero uHAenckue apy3bsa. OH OTIpaBusics Obl ¢ HUMH, eclii Obl paHbllle He COTJIaCHUIICS
OOBE3TU MEeHS 10 Y3HKO.

— [ToueMy OH coTJlacuics Ha 3T0, MUCC XOpTC? — ¢ OOJIBIINM UHTEepecoM crpocun dneryep. —
Hacxkomnbko 51 3Ha10 KeiiHa, 3T0 Ha HETro He II0X0XKe.

— OH He XOTeJ coryamaTthcsi. Yero oOH TONBKO He fefal, YTOOk 3aCTaBUTh MEHSI 0TKA3aThCs OT 9TOU
noe3nku! Ho Korga s1 ocTaBuiia BCe MOMBITKYA YTOBOPUTH €ro, OH BAPYT IepegyMman. MHe Ka3anoch,
TleJio B TOM, YTO OH BCe paBHO coOupaincs B Texac. YToObI OH B3s1JT MEHS C COOOH, 51 IPEI0XKUIa eMy
BCe CBOMU JeHbTHU. 1 cuMTasa, 4YTo Mbl C HUM CTOpProBajuch. Ho Buepa BeuepoM, Koraa s XoTenna
3aIlJIaTUTh MY, OH PA303JIUJICSA ¥ CKa3aJll, YTO IeHbI'M 3[leCh HU IIpU YyeM. — KopTHU moxkasa
njedyaMy, a IOTOM IIPOTrOBOPHIIa:

— OH IIPpOCHUJI MEHS He IBITAaThCS MOHATH €r0 ¥ IPUUUHEL 9TOT0 IIOCTyNKa. [la, OH mpaB. 4 [0 CUX mop
He TTOHUMalo, YTO UM nBuxkeT. OH caMHBIM JTAaCKOBHIM YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOTO S KOTfa-nmu0o BUmesna, HO
BMECTE C TeM U CaMbIl )KeCTOKuM. JIto0smui 1 3a00TIUBEIM, OH BOPYT CTAHOBUTCS YYHOBHUIIEM U
X0YeT 3aCTaBUTh MeHSI HeHaBUMETh ero...

— JTro0smui? 3a00TnuBEIA? BOT yK He myMal, YTO YCIIHIITY Takoe o KeliHe.

— YeTripe roma — 005biIol Cpok, muctep CTpaToH. A BB pa3Be He U3MEHUJIUCH 3a 3TO BpeMs?
— VBEI, HeT. CTapkie NCHl He MEHSIOTCS.

— 3HaA4uT, BH [10-IPEKHEMY XOTUTE IlepenesnaTs YaHpmoca?

— Her, TyT, moxanyii, s Koe-4eMy Hay4ucst u 00Jbllle He CTaHy IIepeKpanBaTh ero Ha CBOY Jiaf.
KoneuHo, KeitH — MO# CBIH, HO OH CAaMOCTOSTeJIbHas MMYHOCTh. HO, 4epT BO3bMHU, BEHI, KaXKETCH,
CKa3aJli «JIaCKOBBIN»?

[Ileku KopTHu 3amnbiany. Bemps oHa mMOYTH MpU3Hanach B 611u30cTe ¢ YaHOOCOM: B KaKOU XKe elle
CUTyaIlu{ TaKOM 4eJIOBEK, KaK OH, OBIBAET J1aCKOB?

— f ckasamna, yTo YaHO0OC — caMBIM JTaCKOBHIM U3 BCEX, KOTO g BUAesa, MucTep CTpaToH, HO TaKoe
CIIy4asioch C HUM O4eHb pefiko. OOBIYHO OH XOJIOIEH, PE30K, KpallHe pa3fgpaxkuTesieH, YIPsM U,
oXKay#, ornaceH u Oecnomiazmes. K ToMy e ellle HETTPeACKa3yeM...
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— XBaTuT, 5 BCE MOHSJI, — YCMEeXHYBIIKCh, mepebun ee ®neryep. — 3HAYNUT, OH HE OUYEHb
nu3MeHuscsa. Ho ckaxkuTe, MaJleHbKast JIEH, eCIIM OH TAaKOH, KaK e Bhl BIIIOOHINCH B HET0? — THUXO
CIIPOCHII OH.

KopTHH X0Tela OTPHUIATh 9TO, HO He CTaja. Bemb oka mpu3Hanach Marry, uto mobuT YaHmoca, a Ta,
YK HaBepHOe, pacckasana 06 aToM CTpaToHy.

— VBepsito Bac, 3TO MPOU3OIIIO TIOMUMO MOe# BoIH, — Cyxo oTo3Banack Koptuu. — Ho 60toch, 4TO y
Bac, y Marru u maxe y 3y6a [Iubl c10XKUI0CH IpeBpPaTHOe BliedyaTeHue. BEl, KaXkeTcs, IojlaraeTe,
yT0o YaHI0C BEPHETCS CIofla U3-3a MeHs. ITOT0 He IPou30iaeT. 1 ckasasa, YTO OH OB JTI00SIINM, HO
He yTBepXK[asa, 4To OH JI00UT MeHs. Ecnu oH Korpa-HuOyab U BEPHETCS CI0Ja, TO 110 KaKOU-TO NHOU
IpUYNHE.

— U Bce ke, mucc XopTc, s OBl XOTEI, YTOOBI BBl HEMHOT'O TTOTOCTUIIH 3[IECE.
— 91 u cobupamnack ocTaThCs B Y3HK0, Mmuctep CTpaToH.
— Her, 30ech, Ha paH4d0. KOpTHY OKavasa rOJI0BOM:

— Pa3Be Marru He TOBOpHIIa BaM, YTO B Y9HKO KUBET MOH oTel? I mpuexana B Texac, 4ToOb HaWTH
€ero.

— Ia, g 3Hat. duBapn Xoptc. Ho He (haKT, 4TO BH 3aXOTUTE C HUM XKUTh. OH TOJIBKO UYTO KEHUJICS.
Brl yBepeHbl, UTO BaM ITOHPABUTCS KUTh B €T0 HOBOW CeMbe?

KopTHu npeprnousna Okl He CHBIIIATE 3TOTO BOIIPOCA.

— Iloka 51 HUYEro He MOT'Y CKa3aTh, MHE HaJ[0 BCTPETUTHCA ¢ oTIoM. Ho B r060M ciydae 3mech g He
OCTaHYCb.

— He nonumaro mouemy. Benb MbI ¢ BaMu TeTleph He cOBceM uyxkue. M Hac 00befuHSIeT TO, MUCC
XopTc, uTo MHI 00a mobuM KeiiHa.

['maBa 41

— Temneps 3TO KpacUBLIM OOJBIION TOpof, — roBopuil 3y0 I1uibl, KOTr[la OHU Npoe3Kaju B 9KUIaxe
II0 TJIaBHOM yulle Yo#Ko. — 10 BOMHEI OH OBIJT MEHBIIIE, HO ITOTOM B ITOKMCKaX HOBOM KU3HU CIOfa
Iepeexasio MHOIO 10kaH. [IOroHIIKMKY CKOTa OCTaHABIMBAKTCA 3[eCh 110 IyTU Ha CeBep, U TOPOJOK
CTaHOBUTCA ellle 0KUBJIEHHEe.

— Ho 370 Bemb He KOBOOMCKUI TOPOTOK? — CO CTPaxoM crpocuia KopTau.

— Kak B Kanzace? HeT, M3M. — XMBIKHYJI OH, — KOBOOU 37ech BenyT ceOst cMupHo. OHU OYSHAT,
TOJIBKO TIpUe3kKasi C UHAEHCKUX 3eMelb.

Kopthu yneiOHynack. Koneuno, Texac He Kan3ac. OHa BCIIOMHUIIA, KaK PagoBajach, TOIAB B TOPOT
nociie 60jiee YeM ABYXCOT MHUJIb IIYTH 110 He3aCeJIeHHBIM 3eMJISIM: HaKOHeI[ Topsyasi BaHHa,
HOpMaJIbHas efa, KpoBaTh! Temeps OHa MOHKMAasa KOBOOEB, KOTOPEIE, JOPBABIIKCE IO ITUBHIHU3ALINH,
KYTHUJIM HAIIPOIaIylo, HO BCe XKe HafesIach, 4YTO B Y3UKO 3TOTO He Gyfer.

MHuorue MYZKYWHBI HOCUJIX PEBOJILBEPHI, HO 30€CH, Ha TJIaBHOU YIIuie. KOpTHI/I 3aMeTHIIa JINIIb
HEMHOI'MX C AIBHO GaHI[I/ITCKOﬁ BHENIHOCTEIO.
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B Vaiiko B otniuune oT Poknu Ov1n ropoackoit Illepud, KOTOPHIY MprucMaTpUBa 3a nopsgkoM. K Tomy
JKe BOOPYKeHH OBIITA HajleKo He Bce MYKYUHBEL., KOPTHH yBUela KPacuBO OHETHIX JIeOH U
IKEHTIbMEHOB, MEKCUKAHILIEB, IBYX UHAEHUIEB U JaXKe OOHOr0 KuTaulia. YTo U TOBOPUTH, YIUKO
Ka3ascs OOJIBITUM TOPOIOM.

— A BOT 1 oM Batero otia. — 3y6 ITunsl moka3an Brepen. — TaM u ero pabouunii KabUHET.

9TOT OOM, He UMEBIIHM HUYEro 00LIero C YNKATCKUM, ITPOU3BOANII IPUSITHOE BIIeYaT/IeHUE:
IBYX9TaXXHBIM, YUCTHIM U YXO0XKEHHBIN. BOKPyT HEro u BOOIb 3a60pa, OKPyKaBIlIero MajleHbKUH
IBOPHK, TSHYJIUCh HelaBHO ITOCaXKeHHBIE IBETOUHBIE OOPOIOPH. YBUIEB Kpecia U CKaMeNKy-Kaueau
Ha KPHITOM BepaHae, KopTHU moayMarna, KaK IPUSITHO CUAETh 3[eCh TEIJILIMUA BedyepaMi.

— Yro y Hero 3a xkeHa, 3y0 [Tuns? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO cIipocuiia KopTHH.
Korga oM 0CTaHOBUIUCH II€PEN JOMOM, OH OTBETHII:

— Mucc 9nna? [10BOIBHO NPUATHAS faMa, 3TO BaM KaXObli CKaxeT. OHa YYUTENNbCTBYET B IIKOJIE,
[Tpuexana ciofa 1mocje BOMHEI ¢ OpaToM, IIOTEPSIBIIMM Ha BOMHE PyKy. bpat 10pucT, u Mucc Jiia
II0OHaYaJy IIoMoraja eMy B paboTe. A IOTOM Hallla cTapasl yYuTeNlbHKIIa BEpHYIack Ha BocTok, u ¢
TEX IOP MUCC JJijla paboTaeT B IIKOJIE.

KoptHu oxBaTuno Bo30yxaeHue. boxke, eie ofHa Madexa! OnsiTh el IPUAETCS K KOMY-TO
npucnocabnuBathcsi! Capa Oblyla y2KacHa, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 OTell XKeHUJICS CKOopee BCero o fo6poi
BOJIE, @ 3TO COBCEM [Ipyroe feso. HaBepHoe, OH MOOUT Iy .

— Hy, mam?

— IIpoctute, — ckasana KopTHu, onepiuuch Ha pyKy 3yOa [Tumikl 1 Bhlyie3as U3 SKUIaxa. —
Kaxercs, 1 HeMHOTO BOJIHYIOCh. fl TaK JaBHO He BUpesa oTLa! 3a 3TU YeThIpe rofa s 340POBO
n3MeHuach. Kaxk s BRITJISXKY, HUUEro? — CIPOCHJIa OHA OPOXKAIIUM I'OJIOCOM.

— Bl BHITTISIAUTE TaK, YTO XOTh CEMYac MO BeHEll, aXe C TOYKU 3PEeHUs TaKOT0 3aKOPEHEJIOT 0
XO0JIOCTAKa, KakK 4.

— Tak, 3Ha4uT, HUYero? — ynbidHynack Koptau. 3y6 [Tumasl TOTBKO XMBIKHY B OTBET. BHITpyXKas
cakBosiK KOpTHHM, OH KUBHYJI Ha €e JIoIIafe, IPUBS3aHHEIX K QYProHy C3au.

— ¢ oTBefy BalllX JIOIIAMiel BO MBOP, — CKA3aJl OH. — 41 3Hal0, YTO BaIlll OTEI JePKUT TaM OBYKOJIKY.
KopTHU YMOKHYJIa €T0 B IIEeKY:

— Cnacu60, 4TO TpUBE3/IH MeHS B ropof. CKOpPO I Mbl YBUIUMCS ?

— BnonHe BeposATHO, — CKa3all OH ¢ ycMemKkou. — [lymato, ®reTyep IOPYYUT MHE UM KOMY-HUOYIb
ellle eXeIHEeBHO ITpue3kKaTh B TOPOJ] IIPOBEILIBATh Bac.

— YToOH 3HATh, He oABUICS 1 YaHmoc?

— Ara. A MOXKeT, OH IIOLIIET KOTO-HUOYAb CIIeIUTh 3a JOMOM Balllero OTIja. Takoe BO3MOXKHO.
KopTHu COKpyIIIEHHO ITOKa4dasa roa0BOMu:

— 9710 OyZyT ImyCTHIE XJIOMOTHL. X0TeNI0oCh OBl MHE, YTOOH! OH ITOHST 3TO.

— OH TIOHSJ TOJIBKO TO, YTO y HETO MOSBUJICA ellle OJUH IIaHC BePHYTh ChiHa. OH HafeeTcs, YTO
Tenepb KelH caM 3ax04yeT OCTaThCs 30eCh — u3-3a Bac. dnetuep Bce OBl OTHA, MU, Obl KelH XKun
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no0IukKe K oMy — He 00513aTeIbHO Ha PaH40, HO roe-Hubyab HelmoganeKky, Tak, YTOOBl OH MOT XOTh
u3pengKa BUOEThCS C HUM. Hu 3a 4TO He mogyMaellb, TIsas Ha HuxX, Ho ®reTyep ¥ BOPSIMb JIIOOUT
9TOT0 MaJIbuMKa.

— YaHOoC CIIPOCUTT MEHS KaK-TO, CMOTJIa OB 5T XKUTh TaK, KakK OH, — BCET/a B IyTH, He 3alePXKUBasICh
Ha OMHOM MecTe 00JIbIlle YeM Ha HeCKOJIbKO mHel. He gymalo, 4To OH Korma-HuOyOb ocsaet, 3y0
[Tumel.

— A nmoyemy oH crpocun? BrnpoueMm, MOXeTe He OTBe4YaTh.

KopTHu nokpacHera:

— 4 cupocuna, XKeHUTCA 14 OH Ha MHe. OH CKa3aJ HerT.

3y6 [Iumnel youBWICS He CTOJIbKO Bomipocy KopTHH, CKONBKO 0TBETY KeliHa.
— To ecTb OH man BaM OT BOPOT IMOBOPOT?

— Hert. OH n1pocTO X0TeN 3HaTh, MOTY JIX 51 KUTH, KakK OH.

— 3HaA4uT, BBl JaJu eMy OT BOPOT II0BOPOT?

— Her. 4 cka3asna eMy, 4TO IIpU TaKOU KU3HU HEe CTOUT 3aBOAUTH CeMbI0. OH COTJIaCHUJICS, Ha 9TOM
Pa3roBOp ¥ 3aKOHYMIICS.

— A BBI MOT/IH OBI KMTh, KaK OH? — IO/MI000MBEITCTBOBA 3y0 [Tumel. OHa moxarsa miedaMu:

— He 3Harw. 4 IIPUBLIKIIA CYUTATHL, YTO AOM, HAAE2KHOCTb UK 0e30macHOCTD IIPEBHIIIE BCETO, HO 3a
IIOC/IeTHKE TOIH IIOHSJIa, YTO BCE B MOME 3aBUCHUT TOIBKO OT IIOIEH, KOTOPEIE B HEM XKHUBYT.

KOpTHI/I COBCEM MaJio 3HaJjla 3TOTO YeJI0BeKa, HO Bce ke mobaBwuia:

— C YanpocoM MHe Bcerga OBIIO HaeXKHO U CIIOKOMHO, maxe B leHTpe MHpelickoi Tepputopuu. Ho
g xoTesna Obl Korga-HuOyobh 3aBECTU AeTel, a HeTH He MOTYT KOYeBaTh C MeCcTa Ha MecTo. Tak 4To 4
[aXke W He 3Hal0, — 3aKOHYMJIa OHA CO B3IOXOM.

— MyXuuHSbI, CTy4aeTCs, MEHSIOT B3TJISIAH Ha TO, YTO KaXKETCS UM I'JIaBHBIM B XKU3HU, — 3aMETHUTT
3y06 [Iumel.

"HekoTopbsle — MOXKeT ObITh, — IogyMasia KopTHH, — HO TONBKO He YaHmoC».

PemuTeNnbHEIM IIarOM — UMEHHO TaK HocTymuil 06l YaHmoc — KopTHYU MOMOIIIa K IBEPH U TPOMKO
mocTyd4asna. [IBepb OTKPHIIACh MOYTH MrHOBeHHO. Ha KOpTHHM BOIPOCHUTENTBHO CMOTpPETIA BEICOKAS
Xymasi XKeHIIUHa.

— 9nna?

— O HeT, — XeHIMHa yCMeXHyach. — 4 Muccuc M3HHUHT, JOMOIIpaBUTeNbHUIa. ECIiM BaM HyKHa
MUCCUC XOPTC, TO B 3TO BPEMS OHS Bbl HAUOETE €€ B LIKOJIE.

— Her, BooG11e-To MHe HykeH JaBapa XOopTC.

— Bxomute, HO BaM mpupeTcs mogoxnaTtk. OH yexan K 00JIbHOMY.
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Muccuc ManauHT npoBena KopTHU B mpueMHy10. KOPTHY He X0Tela 00BSICHSITh 9TOM XKEHIIUHE, KTO
OHa Takasl, ¥ e¥ HyKHO OBIJIO BpeMs Ha TO, YTOOB XOTh HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUTHCS ITepel BCTpeuel ¢
otoM. K cyacThio, KOMHaTa OKa3ajach nycTa, 1 KOpTHU cesla Ha CTyJI, 0Kugasi BO3BpalleHUs
SmBappaa.

910 OBLIM caMble HOJNTHe ABAfLaTh MUHYT B ee xku3HU. OHa ep3asia Ha CTyJe, IOMUHYTHO ONpaBiIsiiia
CBOe 3eJIeHOe TIJIaThe U MPUTrilaXkKrBaja BOJIOCH, BCTaBajla, MepUJIa IlIaraMyu KOMHATY, IOTOM CHOBa
CaJuach.

HakoHell OHa yCIIBIIIaia, Kak OTBOPHUIIACh BXOMHAS JBEPD U OTEIl HAlPABHUIICS 0 KOPUMOPY B CBOU
KabuHeT.

KOpTHI/I IoTepdila nap pedu. Ona xoTena OKJIMKHYTbH OTIId, HO HE MOTJIa U3JaTh HU 3BYKaA.

MrHoOBeHHE CITYCTA OH CHOBA ITOSBHUIICA B IBEPSAX CBOETO KabuHeTa. KOpTHI/I IIOOHAJIACh 0e3MOIBHO
YCTaBUJIaCh Ha HEro. K ropJjiy IMOOKaTHUII KOMOK.

OH He cpa3y y3Han ee. YT0-TO Melllasio TOBOPUTE U €My, a IIOTOMY OH TOXKe MOJida CMOTpPeN Ha Hee.
HakoHell OH yBU[IEJI €e Tla3a, OTPOMHEIE U YMOJISIOIIKE.

— boxe mou... KopTtHuI?
— Jlama! — KpuKHYya OHa.

Ou 6pocuics K Heit, u KopTHU ymana B ero 00bsATHS, UCITBITAB HEBEPOSTHYIO pamocTs. OTelr oOHMUMAI
ee! Boxke, CKOIIBKO e pa3 0Ha 00 3ToM MeyTasa!

OtctpanuB KopTHHU, OABapA IOCMOTPEN Ha HEE X HEXKHO BBEITED IajibllaMy CJIe3hl Ha ee Ifekax. Ero
JIUI0 TOXKe OBbII0 MOKPBEIM OT CJI€3, ¥ TONMbKO TYT KOPTHU IOHSIA, YTO OTel] TI0OUT ee U 00U
BCerma. 3psd OHa COMHeBAach B 3TOM!

— Koptau? — npomenran oH. — He moxkeT ObITh! 4 mymar, 9To TH norubiia.

— 3Hal, namna.

— Teb6s He B3su! f BuOen, Kak YXOOWIX UHOEHITE: OHU YBeNIH C Co00M TOIBKO dhepMepa.
— 41 6rina B capae!

— Ho s uckan te6s B capae! { 3Ban Tebs1, Kpudas, II0Ka He COpBaJl roOIoC.

— Thl He 3aragHYN B AIMIUK 718 IPOLYKTOB.

— Koneuno, HeT. OH mMoKa3ascs MHE He TaKUM OOJIBIINM, YTOOBI B HEM MOXKHO OBITIO CIIpsSTaThCs... O
Boxke, kak?

— MucTtep bpayap BeIpHUI Tog HUM gMy. Korpia Hamanu MHAEHIE, OH OBITT B capae U Bejiesl HaM JIe3Th
B 9TOT SUMK. Mbl ¢ Capoy IoTepsiiau co3HaHKe. HaBepHOe, TO3TOMY MHL U HE CHIBIIIau Te0s.

CMBICTT ee CIIOB HaKOHEI OIIeNI 10 CO3HaHu JOBapia.
— Capa ToxXe Xupa?

KopTHU KUBHYIA:
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— W onath 3aMyXKeM. Bce gyMaJik, 9TO TeOsT B3SIJIM B IIJIEH I/IHJIefII_IBI, 1 HUKTO HE COMHEBAJICS B TBOEM
CMEepPTH. Ho s HuKoOrma He Tepdila HaoeXXabl, — HuKorga!

KopTHM BKpaTIle pacckasaja, Kak Kuja 3TH YeThIpe I'ofia, ¥ 0 TOM, KaK yBHUesa B ra3ere
dboTorpaduio.

— Capa cousia MeHs HEeHOPMaJIbHOM, HO CKOpee BCETO el IPOCTO He XOTeJIOCh BEPUTh, YTO TaM, Ha
doTtorpadun, nercTBUTENBHO TH. bpak ¢ ['appu ee BIOJHE yCTpauBaerT.

— Y MeHs ToXe HOBas ceMbsi, KOpTHH.

— 3Hatw. [Ipomnyio HOYSb A IpoBesia Ha paHuo «bap M» ¢ Maprapet Poynu. OHa paccka3aia MHeE IIpO
Ommy.

[TonoxuB pyKH Ha IjIe4u fo4Yepu, daBaph XOpTC INISHYII B OKHO.

— Boxe, y MeHs nBe xKeHbl! UTO Xe genaTs?

— Ay Capsl iBa MyXa, — YyCMeXHYyJlacb KOpTHU, — HO yBepeHa, OHa IPUMUPHUTCS C ITUM.
— Haperocs.

— IMama, — cmpocuna KopTHu, — moyemy THI yiten Toraa ¢ Gepmsel? Thl ke ObUT paHeH, TakK M0YeMy
He OCTaJICS TaM U He HOXKAaJICS MOMOIIH?

— 4 6Bl caM He CBOH, oYKa. 51 XKe mymar, 4To TH Iorubia B ropsileM OoMe, U PBAJICI KaK MOXKHO
CKOpee YUTH OT 3TOT0 XYTKOTO MecTa. Terneps-To 5 IOHUMAI0, UYTO MHE He CJIe[J0BaJio TaK IIOCTYIaTh,
HO B TOT MOMEHT 5 yTPaTWI CIOCOOHOCTh pacCyXpaaTh. {1 Jaxke He B35 ¢ COO0H JIOmaab, Koe-Kak
moOpen mo peku U yman. MeHs Hallllla CEMbsI CBSIIEHHUKA. MBI yXKe MOpSIAKOM Ipoexanu UHaelcKyo
TeppuTopuio, KOTHa s Hayasl IPUXOOUTH B ceOs U TIOHSII, YTO OHU B3sI7IU MeHs ¢ coboi B Texac.

— Tax BOT KaK THI IIOIIAJI B Y9HUKO?

— [a. { meiTancs 3a0bITh TPOIIIOe, Hayall HOBYIO XKU3Hb. 3[IeCh Xopollre oau. — [loMonyas, OH
CIIPOCHIT:

— A Kax THI OKa3aiach Ha paH4do «bap M»?
— Tynma mMeHs npuse3 YaHoc.
— Yanupgoc? YTo 3a CTpaHHOE UMS?

— 9T0 uMs gana emy cectpa. OH ceiH @netuepa CTpaToHa, BepHee — OnynHbIHM chiH. O YaHgoce
TPYOHO 4TO-Tu00 CKas3aTh, Mara.

— A Kax THI II0onasa cofa u3 Kansaca?
— Mens npuse3 YaHpoc.

— Opun? KopTHU KUBHYIIA.

— Bl exanu ¢ HUM BABOEM?

HOprI IoBeneHusi, KOTOPBIE 3daCTaBUJIN €TI0 2KEHUTHCS Ha CBOeu AJOMOIIPpaBUTEJIbHUIIE, CHOBaA
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cpaboranu. OH ObUT IOTPsiceH. KOPTHU BOPYT pacCepauiIach:

— IMocmoTpu Ha MeHsI, mama. 51 yxke He peGEHOK ¥ MOTYy caMa pellaTh, YTO MHe fenaTh. [la, s
OTIIPABUJIACH B ITyTh BOBOEM C MyKYUHOU, 10O TOJILKO TaK MOTJIa IONAacTh Ciofa. Kak Ok TaM HU
ObI7I0, — 3aKOHYUJIA OHA CIIOKONHEee, — I 3[eCh.

— Ho ¢ To6o#... HUYero He CITy4UIOCH?

— Yanupgoc 3ammuiian MeHsi. C HUM s Ovina B 6€301MaCHOCTH.

— f He... He 3TO UMeIl B BUTY.

— Ox, nana! — KopTHu B3poxHyna.

— [Nama? — pasgasncs yOuBIeHHBIN I0JIoc. — JABapH, S AyMasa, YTo y Te0s TOIbKO OJHA [0Yb.

KoptHu o0pamoBanack CTOIb CBOeBPEMEHHOMY HOSIBIIeHHI0 Jibl. OHa 60s171ach, UTO OTell OymeT
HenmpuMupuM K Yaupocy. Ho oHa yKe He TO KPOTKOe CO3flaHue, KaKuM Obljla KOToa-To, ¥ He CTaHeT
HU B YeM OIlpaBAbIBaThCS. Y Bce-Taku ccopa He Jy4ilnii criocod HalaguTh OTHOIIEHHUS C OTIIOM II0CIie
[OJITOM Pa3IyKu.

[TosTomy, HECMOTpPS Ha TalHYyI0 HENIPUA3HD K JJie. KOpTHHU IPOTSAHYIa el PYKY.

— Tax BoI Onna? — KopTHu yneibHynack. — [la, ¥ HeTo AeHCTBUTEIHHO OfHA N0Yb, 3TO 5 — XKUBas U
370poBas, KaK BUANUTE. BipoueM, OH caM paccKaxeT BaM 000 BceM. ¢ ocTaBuila CyMKYy Ha BepaHIe, U
eClIi MUCCUC M3HHUHT IPOBOJUT MEHS B MO0 KOMHATY...

KopTHU X0Tea IPOCKOYUTh MUMO YOUBIEHHOM JJIJIBI, HO OTELl OCTAHOBHUJI €€, PEIIUTEIHHO U CTPOTO
CKa3aB:

— Mgzl OpOOoKKM Halll Pa3roBop no3xe, KopTHu.

— Ecnu 3T0 HeoOxomrMo, — GecriedHo oTBeTUIIa OHa. — Ho cHavasa s XxoTesna Okl ycTpouThesi. U
TI0OTOM, HaBEPHOE, Y DJIIEl HE TAK MHOT'0 BpEMEHH... i CeroHs 3aHsATHUS B IIKOJIE YKE KOHYUTUCH?

— Her, HeT, MHe NIpUAEeTCS BEPHYTHCS Ty[a.

Briigs m3 KOMHATH, KOPTHY MpHBanuiach COMHON K IBEPHU U 3aKphiia ri1a3a. OHa CIHIIana CIoBa
OTIIa U PEIJIMKU JJIIbI, TOJIOC KOTOPOU 3By4as O4YeHb MATKO.

9ma 0Kal3ajiaCh MOJIOIOM M XOPOIIEHbKOY ABAAIaTUISATHUIIETHEH XKEeHIINHOKW. KOPTHH 3TOTO He
oxupana. CBeTIO-pheIKas, 3eJeHorIa3as JJijla COBCEM He IMOXOOusIa Ha TeX YYUTEIbHUL, KOTOPHIX
3Hasa KopTHu.

Orel1, HaBepHOe, NIIOOUT Iy, rpycTHO nogyMana Koptau. OHa OyfeT NUIHEH B UX OMe.

B3moxHyB, OHa 1oIia 3a CBOEX CYMKOM.

I'nmaBa 42

C noMmoIIbio pa3HbIX YI0BOK, KOTOPHEIX OHA caMa OT ce0s He oxkupaasna, KopTHU yganock Ha HECKOJIBKO

[HEeW OTIIOXKUTE Pa3roBop o Yanmoce. OHA OTBIIEKAa OTIIA, PACCIPAIINBAS €ro 0 KU3HU B YIUKO, O
TOM, KaK OH IIO3HAKOMMIICS ¢ Iiymoi. K ToMy e GONbIIyi0 4acTh IHS OTel OBUT 3aHAT, KaK U Mpexe,
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CBOMMMU ITalIUEHTAMHU, U KOpTHI/I BCTpeYallaChk C HUM TOJIBKO B KOHIIE THA, HO JaXKe X TOrga ero 4acto
BBLI3BIBAJIN K OOJILHEIM.

[To3HAaKOMUBIIKCE C Mok mobnuxke, KopTHY Hallllla ee 04eHb IPUSITHOU XKeHimuHoM. C Capol oHa
He uMesia Hu4yero obuiero. Ho tak kak 9ina Oblyia 3aHsATa paboToi B mKoje, KopTHY OYTH IeJIEEe
OHY IPOBOAMIIA OJHA.

OueHb CKOPO OHA 3aCKyd4asia ¥ CTajla IOTyMBIBATh O TOM, He B3STh JIM Ha ce6si 00s13aHHOCTH MUCCHC
MoaHHUMHT — Bce-TakKu paboTa 1mo oMy Oblyia e 3HaKoMa. Ho ogHaX Ikl YyTPOM MUCCHC MIHHUHT
paccka3sana e o cebe, u KopTHU MOHSITA, KaK 3Ta XKEHIIHHA JOPOXKUT CBOUM MeCcToM. KoHeuHo,
mocye 3Toro KopTHU 0TKa3ajack OT CBouX MtaHoB. OmHako 6e3nenbe ToMuno0 KopTHH, Beib OHa
CTOJIBKO JIeT paboTasia ¥ He IPUBHIK/IA CUIETDH CJI0XKa PYKH.

HeckonbKo [IHel OHa IloMorasa OTIy IPUHUMAaTh OOJIbHAIX, K €T0 60/IbIIOMY YI0BOJILCTBUI0. KOpTHU
BCerma X0TeI0Ch IIOMOTraTh €MY, HO TOIBKO Ceryac OHa MOHSIIA, Kak 9To Tsaxkesno. OHa Oblyla CIUIIKOM
YyBCTBUTEJIbHA ¥ IIPUHUMaJIa 4yXKyio 007 67113K0 K cepmiry. OmHaXIbl, YBUAEB peOeHKa-KaleKy, OHa
paspasunach cjie3aMu, ¥ OTEIl OTCTPAHUII ee OT PaboTHI.

Yepes mecsTs nHedt KopTHu pemmita yexaTb. OHa 4yBCTBOBaja ce0s 30eCh HeHYXKHoM, u dnetdep
CTpaToH OKa3aJICs IIpaB: B HOBOU CeMbe OTILla el XKUJIOCh He CIIMIIKOM YIOTHO. Y DfBapha U JJUIb U
TaK He XBaTajo BpEMEHHU [APYT A7 OPYra, a Teleph UM IIPUXOAUIIOCH YAEIITh BHUMaHue KopTHu.

K Tomy ke KopTHU Tak cKydana 110 YaHOoCy, Tak CcTpafgasa OT pa3jyKy C HUM, YTO He MOIJia
IIPUTBOPSITHECST BeCeiol u 0e33a00THOM.

Cka3zas OTIly, YTO OTIIPaB/IsIeTCS Ha HECKOJIBKO AHEH IIOroCTUTh K Marru, KopTHU pelunia NOIPOCUTh
y ®netuepa CTpaToHa Kakylo-HuOyabs paboTry. Ha TakoMm G0JbLIOM paHYo [ Hee HaBepHSKa
HAUMOeTCs mero.

Korpa ona cka3zasa ®neTyepy 0 CBOEM XKeJlaHUU, TOT IIPUIIE]T B BOCTOPT. KOPTHYU Tak u
npepmnosarasna, 100 He TPOXOANUIIO AHS, YTOOHI OH He IIPUCHITIAN CBOUX JIIOEl B Y3MKO CIIeTUTD 3a
IOMOM ee OTLa.

Teneps mpeacTosiio, HaOpaBIIUCh MyXKeCTBa, 00BSBUTEL OTIy O TOM, UTO OHa He BepHeTcs K HeMy. OH,
KOHEYHO, PAaCCTPOUTCS, CKaXKeT, UTO el He3aueM paboTaTh ¥ OHU TOIBKO-TOJIBKO CHOBA HAIIIJIA OPYT
opyra. Ho Begpb ux pa3fensioT BCETO YeThpe MUJIH, a 3HAYUT, HAUTO He IIOMelllaeT UM BCTpedaThCH.

BoT Tak 0OHa ¥ CKaXeT 0TIy, HO YTaUT OT HETO UCTUHHYIO IPUYKUHY OTHhE3[a, COCTOSIBIIYIO B TOM, UTO
KopTHM X0Ten0Ch XKUTh Ha paH4o mobiuxke K Ometuepy CTpaTOHY, KOTOPHIM HEITPEKIIOHHO BEPHII B
Bo3Bpalienue Yannoca. Eit Tak HyzkHa Oblla cefiyac 9Ta Hamexma!

B ToT Beuep obeq ¢ dneTyepom mpoinesn 3amedatenbHo. OH 04eHb cTapascs, 4ToOowl KopTHu
yyBCTBOBasa cebs Kak moMa. Marru u 3y6 [Tumel o6efany ¢ HUMU, ¥ KaXK[Ibli BEICKa3bIBaJl CBOE
IpeiokeHre 0 TOM, YeM MorJjia Ovl 3aHAThCS KopTHM Ha paH4o. Eif mpeamaramyu COCTaBUTh
KaTasioru 6ubnuoreku ®meTdepa, yKpamaTh OO0JBIION JOM U laXke aBaTh KMeHa HOBOPOXKAEHHBIM
tensitaM. 3y0 [Tunel efiBa He TOIABUIICS OT CMeXa, YCIbIIIaB, 4yTo ®eTyep BCeTHa JaeT UMS KaXKIoMy
TeJeHKY.

[Tocne obena Bce Ipefanuch BOCIIOMUHAHUAM. Marru pacckasana, Kak ®neTyep Halllen ee B
l'anBecToHe. OH JaBHO MOAEICKUBAI ce0e JOMONPaBUTENIbHUILY U, YBULEB €e, Cpa3y IOHSJI, YTO OHA
TO, YTO eMy HyKHO. Ho oHa exana K cecTpe B Hrio-Xammnuup u He cobupanack octaBaThcs B Texace.

(I)Hequp TIOKJISIJICS, YTO OHA CMOXKET BECTH JOMAIIIHEE X03SKCTBO TaK, KaK 3axo4eT, U Marru
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corJlacuiach, GEICTPO CMEKHYB, UTO Y CECTPHL TakKoro He Oyzmet. [IpaBna, dneTuepy IPHUIIIOCH
noo6eraTtb Marru OTHeNbHEIN JOMUK, TOYHO TaKOi, KaK OCTasics y Hee B AHTIMU. Y OH coepxkan
CJIOBO: OHA IOJTyYHIIa TOT CaMblif KOTTEMXK, B KOTOPOM KOTHA-TO JKHUJIa, €T0 JOCTABUIIN U3 AHTIIUH.

3y6 ITunsl pacckasan 0 cBoeM 3HaKOMCTBe ¢ ®reTuepoM. OTo ObIIO MSATHAAIATE JIET Ha3ax, B
Ipepuu, Houblo. Kax bl U3 HUX IO03PeBall, UTo Apyrou uHaeel. O6a yCIbIIANA IIyM, HO
BBISICHUTH B 9Ty TEMHYIO HOUb, KTO PACIIOJI0KUIICS 110 COCENCTBY, OBIJIO HEBO3MOXKHO. Tak OHU
IIPOMYYMINCH IO PacCBeTa, TeP3asicCh OT CTPaxa, a Mof yTPO, YBULEB APYT APYra, pacXx0X0TaIHuCh.

Hx paccka3sl pa3Becenuad KOpTHY, ¥ OHA IIOIIIA CIATh B XOPOIIEM HAaCTPOEHHH, 3a0kIB 0 IeYasIsix
TIOCTIEIHUX MHEeW. DTH JII0OH IoAgepKuBaiu ee, n0o 6pimu Onmu3ku K Yaumocy. Hy, MoxkeT, 1 He Tak
yXK OJIM3KKH — OH He CIIMIIKOM IOANycKas K cebe. Ho Bce OHM OyMasid 0 HeM, BOJTHOBAJIKCE 3a HETO,
TakK Xe, Kak ¥ KopTHu. Y HUKTO U3 HUX HUKOTHa He CKaxeT KOPTHH, YTO 3TOT MyXKYKWHA He M7 Hee,
KaK HelpeMeHHO cKa3asl Okl OTell, Y3HaB, YTO OHA Bo0IeHa B OaHOUTA.

JleTkuit BeTePOK, BeTasi B OTKPHITOE OKHO, KOJIbIXajl 3aHaBeCKU. KOpTHY mepeBepHyach B MOCTENH,
COHHO TIOTSIHYJIaCh U BAPYT... YbsS-TO PyKa 3aKphiyia ei poT. Kakas-To TSXKecCTh MpukKaja ee K
KPOBATHU U CKOBaJla pPyKU — OHA He MOTJIa IIOIIeBEeIUThCS U MOX0JI0feNa OT yXkaca. Ha aToT pa3 y Hee
TIOf TTOMYIIKOM He OblsI0 peBobBepa, 100 KopTHY cYmMTaNa, YTO HA PaHYO ei He TPO3UT HUKAaKas
OTIaCHOCTE.

— Yro, uepT nobepH, TH 37eCh feaels? ['010c ero 3By4asn BpaxneOHo u rpy0o, HO ans KopTHU He
ObITI0 B MUpe y4inero rojgoca. OHa IOMEITAIaCh 3aTOBOPUTh, HO OH HE yOUpAs PYKY.

— 4 4yTh He 3arHai JoIIadb, Clella Clofa, ONHAKO Halies Tebs He TaM, rhe Tebe monaraeTcs ObITh.
Y g TOJIBKO 4TO 4yTh HE 0 CMEPTHU Hamyrajl CTapyxy, ZyMas, YTO TEl OCTAHOBUJIACH Y Hee.
Oka3rIBaeTcs, HET — THI B TJIaBHOM [IOMeE, YePT BO3bMH, TaM, Ky/ia 5 MOKJIAJCS O0JIbIle HOTOM He
crynath! f, HaBepHoe, crsaTun! YTO, 4epT BO3bMHU, TH Aeflaelllb 30eCh?

KopTHu mmoMoTasa rojoBoH, IkiTasich COPOCUTE ero pyKy. [loduemy oH He yOupaeT ee? Benpb
IIPEKPaCHO 3HaeT, YTO OHa He 3aKPUUUT U CTPAIIHO pajia BULETh ero. X0TS HeT, OTKyHa eMy 3TO
3HaTh? Benb oHa ybexkasna oT Hero. OH IBITAJICS HANyraTh €e ¥, BUAUMO, [I0JIaraeT, YTO MY 3TO
ymasnochk. Tak 4To Xe OH JAejaeT 3[eCh?

B3moxHyB, OH II0JI0KUJI TOJIOBY Ha NOOYIIKY. [HeB ero yTux. «Tak 4To Xe OH [eJlaeT 30eCh?» —
onaTh nogyMasa KopTHu.

OH CNOBHO yragai €€ MBICJIH.

— ¢ He MorT POCTO yexaTh. {1 xoTen yOemuThCs, 9TO ¢ TOOOM BCe B MOpsAKe. ITO Tak? Buxy, 4To
HeT, Ha4e TH OblyTa ObI cefiyac He 3[ecCh, Ha PaH4o, a B TOpPofie, V OTIa. f 3Hal0, YTO OH TaM. f Bumen
€ro, BUAeJ ero oM u xkeny. Yto cnyuunocs. Komaysy I'na3ku? Tel pacCTpoeHa TEM, 4YTO OH
JKeHUCcA? MoxKelb IOMOTaTh TOJI0BOU WJIM KUBHYTb.

Kak 65l He Tak! OH, 3HAYUT, OyOET TOBOPUTD, @ OHA — MOTATh T010BOM? KOpPTHH yKycuia ero.
— O! — B3peBen 0H U OTHEPHYI PYKY.

— Tak tebe u Hamo, Yaumoc! — 6pocuna oHa. — YTo TH cebe mo3Bonsenib? HaBanunacs Ha MeHsI, He
naelrs MHe oTBeTUTh! — OHa cena B ocTenu. — ECNu ThI Iprexasl TOJIBKO IOCMOTPETh, BCe JIU CO
MHOW B IIOpsIKe, TO MOXKeEIb ye3KaTh cervyac xke. — OH BCTal ¢ KpoBatu. — He cmen yxoouth! —
BOCK/IMKHYJIa OHA, BIEMIUBIINCE B €r0 PYKY.
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Ox He ymen. YupKHYB ciuyko#, YaHmoc OBICTPO OTHICKAJ JIaMIy V KPOBaTH M 3axker ee. KOpTHU He
CBOMIMIIA C HETO 3aBOPOKEHHHIX I'J1a3. BHITTIAeN OH YKaCHO — HeOPUTHIM, 3ablIEHHBIN, C TEMHBIMU
KpyraM IIOf I'la3aMu... BaHAUT C TOJIOBHL 40 IAT — CTPALIHBIM, OMTACHBIN, HO AJI Hee — CaMbIi
IIpeKpacHbIl Ha cBeTe, OH TOCMOTpENT Ha Hee, — U, KOT[la er0 CBETJIO-TONy0ble I'Jla3a CKOJIb3HYIIH 110
Hell, KOPTHU oIyTHIIa HanpsKeHUe I'e-TO BHU3Y XKUBOTA.

— TuI cTana... eme Kpacusee, noueMy? KopTHY He oKa3aja, KaK B3BOJIHOBAJI €€ 3TOT BOIIPOC.
— MoxeT ObITh, IOTOMY, YTO TH JaBHO HE BUEII MEHS?
— Bo3moxHo.

Hu oguH 13 HUX He mogyMmaii O TOM, 4YTO JEeCAThb OHEU He TaKou VXK OOJIBIITON CPOK, HO UM OHHU
IIOKa3aJINCh BEYHOCTEIO.

— 41 momarasa, 4TO HUKOTZA yKe He YBUXKY Te0s1, YaHOoc, — TUXO CKa3asia OHa.

— 4 Toxe. — OH npucen Ha Kpal rmoctenu. — BooOire-To mocne CaH-AHTOHUO s coOUpancs
OTIpPaBUTHCS B Mekcuky, Ho s mpoexan ofivH IeHb, TOJIBKO OOUH OeHb, Y4EPT BO3bMHU, U TOBEPHYII
Hazan!

KopTHu Hafgesack, YTO OH 00BSICHUTCS B JIIOOBH, HO OH 3JIMJICS M3-3a TOTO, YTO BEPHYJICS, CAM TOTO
He xkejas. Ee 3axnecTHyna obuma.

— 3aueM? — crpocuia oHa. — Ho ecnu Tkl OTISITh CKaXKelllb, YTO IIPOCTO XOTEN IIOCMOTPETh, BCE JIU
CO MHOY B MOPSIIKE, KISHYCh, I yOapio Tebs!

['yObI ero TpoHyIa 4yTh 3aMeTHas yibOKa:
— ITocrne Hamtero npoutaHus s He OyMaJl, YTO THl IPUMEIIb OpyTue 00bsICHEHUS.
— U Bce xe monpobyii 00BACHUTE.

— 41 He MoT mpocCTo yexaTh, Komrauby ['1a3ku, — MOBTOPHII OH, HE CBOMSI C HEE IPUCTANIBHEIX IJ1a3, —
a ymal, 4To cMory. [lyMas, eClid Thl BOSHeHaBUIUINb MEHSs, 51 CyMelo IepKaThCs OT Tebs mopablie.
Ho He TyT-TO GBIITO!

Hapgexma Bo3Bpalanach.
— Pa3sBe 3T0 Tak mI0X0? — MSTKO CIIPOCHIIa OHA.
— A pasBe HeT? TH Temeps HE MOXKEIIb KeJlaTh HOBBIX BCTPEY CO MHOM.

OH, KOHEYHO, TI0JIaraji, 4To oHa OymeT 3To oTpulaTh. Ho HeT, YaHAOC TakK JONIr0 My4HuIl ee, 4YTO
Telepb U OHa OTIJIATUT eMy TeM xke!

— 3aueM xke TH ABUJICA? OH HAaXMYPUJICH:
— JMomxHo OBITE, s crsTui. IIpuiitu K Tebe, fa eme cioga... Croga!

— locmomu, T TaK TOBOPHIIL, CJIOBHO 3[IeCh TIOPbMa Kakasi-To, — 3aMeTusa Koptuu. — Tebss HUKTO
He coOupaeTcs yIepKUBaTh CUION, U MeHbIIle BCEro TBOM oTell. OH 3aCThI.

— Th1 3Haenn?
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— [la, 1 He TOHMMaIO, TIOYEMY ThI CaM He paccKa3alyl MHe 00 3ToM. Tak 4To y4TH, S HacCJIbIIIaHa 0
HernloKopHOM Kenine CTpaToHe.

— He cynu o ToMm, 4TO 3Haelb nmoHackimke, Komauby ['as3ku. Thl 3HaEIs THINL MHEHHE CTapHKa.
— Torma BeICKaXu cBoe. YaHIoC moxaJl IJIedaMu:

— OH OyMall, 94TO 4 B €ro BJIIaCTH. ,H,YMB.J'I, MHE€ HY2KHO BC€ TO, YE€M OH IIBITAJICA MEHA 30ECh KYIINUTh.
Cymurasi, 41O 5 OCTaHYCh, OH HAaKa3hbIBAJl MEH{A 3d I'PEXU Moei MaTe€pH, 3a TO, YTO OHa IIPEAIIoYjIa eMy
KoMaHuu. OH M37IMBaJl Ha MEHS BCIO CBOIO 2Ke/I4b ¥ HEHABUCTh, a IIOTOM YOUBIIAJICA, IIOYEMY IIOJTYYHII
B OTBET OOHO MMpe3peHune. — YaHmgoc moKadas roJI0BOH, YOUBIIAACH HOI[O6HOfI TJIyIIOCTH.

— U TH yBEpEH, YTO BCe 00CTOSITI0 UMEHHO Tak, YaHmoc? A MOXKET, THI ellle [0 Ipue3aa cioga Obut
HACTPOeH Bpaxae6HO? TBOS MaTh MOrjia 3aTauTh Ha ®meTyepa 06Uy 3a TO, YTO OH MIPUHYOUI ee
JKUTH 3[IeCh, ¥ BHYLIUTE 3TO TeOe. Bce ke ThI OBl e1le peOeHKOM. A eC/ii OTell OTBETHII TaK Ha TBOE
OTHOIIIEHVE K HEMY?

— THI He 3HaeMb, 0 YeM IOBOPHUIIL, — Pa3gpakeHHO 3aMeTuaI YaHaoc.

— He comHeBarCh, 94TO OH TI0OUT TeOsI, — Bo3pa3una KopTHH, — 1 XKaJieeT 0 CBOMX IPEeXKHUX
omubKax. YoexmeHa, OH Bce 0Tmas OBl 3a TO, YTOOHI eIlle pa3 MOMBITAaThCSI HalaguTh C TOOOH
OTHOIIIEHHS.

— ThI X04eIb CKa3aTh, YTOOH elle pa3 U3MEHUTh MEHSI? — HaCMEIIJIUBO MonpaBuil YaHaocC.

— Her. On nosusan cBoto ommo6Ky. 'ocogu, YaHAoc, 3To Ke TBOM 1oM! — B3BOJIHOBAaHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA
Koptau. — Heyxkemnu 3To cOBceM HUYero IJisi Tebs He 3HAYUT? A BOT [JIT MEHS 3HQUUT, II09TOMY S U
37IeCh.

— ITpocTo THI COYNa 3TO EOUHCTBEHHBIM MECTOM, T'Tle MOXKHO YKPHIThCS OT MeHs! [lymarna, g He
PHUCKHY IIpHrexaTh croga?

— Hert! — Bckpuyana oHa. — TONBKO TOTOMY, YTO ThI OCTABUJI MEHS 371€Ch, U 3[I€Ch s YYBCTBOBaja
cebs 6nuxke K Tebe.

OH SIBHO He 0XUaJl TAaKOro oTBeTa. OT 3TOT0 NPU3HAHUS PYXHYJIH BO3BeIeHHbIe UM GappUKagH, U
Yanpoc cpa3y 00OMSK.

— Komrausu I'masku, — riyxo npo6opmoTai oH. KOCHYBIIKCE JTaflOHBIO ee IIeKU, OH TPOHYJI MATKUY
JIOKOH HaJ ee yXOM, IIOTOM HarHyJcs OuxKe U IPUHUK K ee Ty0aM. CTpacTh IpopBaiack HapyXKy,
OTTECHUB BCe APYTHUe YyBCTBA.

OHM MTHOBEHHO pa3menincy, U Tejla UX CIIMJINCh, U3HEIBAA OT HETEPIIEHNA. Yaumoc HHGPOCHHCH Ha
Hee C TaKUM HEHCTOBCTBOM, KAKOT'O HUKOI'Md HE BEIKA3bBIBAJI PDAHBIIIE. U KOpTHI/I OTBETUJIa €My TaKUM
XKe TUKKUM HCCTYIIIIEHUuEM.

Hx Tena ckal3anu BCe, YTO OHU HE CMOTJIU BBEIPA3UTE CIIOBAMHU.

[TycThb 3aBTpa 3TO CTAHET BCEro JIMIIL BOCTIOMUHAHMNEM, HO CETOOHSA HOUbK KOPTHU — XeHIIWHAa
Yanrpoca.

['maBa 43
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KopTHU 0CTOPOKHO MPUOTKPEITIA ABEPH CBOEH CITallbHU U 3arjisiHy/a B KOMHATY. YaHJoC ele crmarl.
HeynuBuTebHO: C TeX IOP, KaK OH OCTaBUJI ee Ha PaH40, OH CIiasl B 001el CII0XKHOCTH JIUIIb
TPUALATH YaCOB, UTO MaJjIo faxe [JIs MISTU CYTOK, HE TOBOPS YXKe O NEeCATH.

OHa THXO0 3aKphina 3a co0oi gBeph u mocMoTpesa Ha Yanmgoca. [IycTs cIuT CKONBbKO x04yeT. OHa
HUKOMY He CKaXeT, YTO OH 37[eCh. MAITH 3HaeT, HO OHa He mporooputcs dnetuepy. «IIycTh 9TO
OymeT CIOpIpPU30M [Jig CTapuKa», — CKa3ana Marru, yoexmeHHas, 4TO Ha 9TOT pa3 YaHpmoc He
HCYE3HET.

KopTHM 04YeHb Ha 3TO HafesIach, HO He OblJla Tak yBepeHa, Kak Marru. O ma, YaHOoc Bce ellle X0Ten
ee, HO 9TO BOBCE He 3HAYHUT, UTO €ro XKejlaHue He OCTHHET. OH cocobeH OnsATh yexaTh U OPOCUTE ee.

[TpaBpa, OH BCe Xe BEePHYJICS U IPU3HAJICS, UTO He MOXKeT XKUTh Baanu oT Hee! IIpu MeIicu 00 9TOM
KopTHu nukoBara.

OHa mocTaBuia B YTOJI ero cenejibHbIe CYMKH U1 IIOOOIMIIIA K 3€PKally. CeromgHs YTPOM OHa HE
nmepecraBajia YOUBIATECA CBOEMY CUAIOIIEMY BULOY. I/IHTepeCHO, 9TO OT JII0OBHU TakK JIy4aTCd ee ria3a’?
la, y 700BY €CTh CBOU B3JIETHI U MageHusd, TeIIepb-To KOpTHI/I 3Hana 9T0. Ho oHa 04eHb CYaCTNuBa, U
CHaCTbe TaK U PBETCA HAPYXKY, el X04eTCsI CMESIThCS, IIETh U JaxKe KPHU4YaTh.

OHa ceja y OKHa, IS Ha crsimero Yaugoca. KOpTHY moHMMara, 4TO el Haflo MTOUTH U 4eM-HUOyIb
3aHATHCS, HO 60SI/Tach, YTO, BEPHYBIIKCE, Y2Ke He 3aCTAHET ero. OTOT CTPax OblT HeJIembIM,
IIOCKOJIbKY Ha 3TOT pa3 OH He MCUE3HET, He IpeaylpeauB 0 BpeMeHU HOBOU BCcTpeuyu. OHa BeIpBasia y
Hero 3To obemanue. Ho kpome atoro, KopTHu HU B yeM He Obl/la yBepeHa, a IOTOMY He X0Tejia
BBHIIIYCKaTh YaHOoca U3 MOJIS 3pEeHUS.

OHa Tux0 mogoIia K KPOBATH, OIlaCadaChb IIOTPEBOXKUTE €T0. ITocTOSAB HECKOIBKO MHUHYT, KOpTHI/I
OCTOPO2KHO IIPHUJIIETJIa PAOOM. Yanmoc He IDEeJIOXHYJICS, IMYMHO OBIIAd BO CHE, 9YTO OBLIIO eMy
HECBOMCTBEHHO M JOKa3kIBaIO, KaK OH YCTarl.

OHa JIeroHbKO KOCHYJIAaCh ero TPYyOH, IPOoBea 110 Hel manbiiaMu. Korga oHa DOTPOHYIAch J0 HETO,
YaH0C He U37all HU 3ByKa. OH HOo-MpeXXHEeMY KPeIKo ciaj, ¥ KopTHH, ocMesneB, CyHy/a PyKY O[T
IIPOCTHIHIO U TIOTJIafuIa ero 6empa.

TyT oHa B3APOTHYIIA.

— IIpoponxaii, Komauysu ['ma3ku.

[Ileku u urero KopTHYU 3anun KapKui pyMsHeL.
— Tak THI He cnian? — yIpeKkHya oHa YaHpoca.

— JypHas mpuBbLIUKa II0CTIe TT0e3[0K 1Mo Tpore. OH MOCMOTPes Ha Hee 3aCIIaHHBEIMU T'Ta3aMu —
TaKOM HEMBICIIMMO YyBCTBeHHEIN! CMmylleHHass, KOpTHY mocmenusia BCTaTh C KPOBaTH.

— TBowu Belu 37eCh, Ha ClTy4ai, eC/Ii 3aX0Yellh MOOPUThC. MoXKeT, ellle MOCIUIIL? f He XoTela
Te0s1 OymuTh. HUKTO He 3HAET, YTO THI 3[IECh.

— IToka He 3HAET, — OH CeJl, — HO 0YeHb CKOPO KTo-HUOymb 3ameTut lllyadyra 3a momMmom Marru.

— Morru 06 3ToM no3aboTunack, — KopTHU ycMexHyIach, — OHa MpPHUTAIIXIA ero K cebe B
TOCTHHYIO.
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— Yr10-0?
KopTtau 3acMmesnacs:

— {1 He Bepuia, IOKa caMa He yBUpesa ero TaM. Ho oH X0opo1uo nepeHec 3T0. Marru Xo4eT Ha 3TOT
pa3 CoXpaHUThL TBOM npue3n B TaiHe. OHa cKa3asia, YTO €CJIM YTO-HUOYIb CIYUYUTCS, TO 3TO OyHeT
TOJIBKO Ha TBOEU COBECTH.

YaHpmoc mpoBes PyKOii 10 OA00POIKY.
— Iymaio, MHe Hafo nooputhcsi. KopTHU KUBHYA.
— THI BCTPETHUIILCA C OTIIOM? — OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— Het, — oTpe3an oH, HAaTSATHBas YepHble OPIOKY, ¥ CYPOBO B3TJISHYJ Ha Hee. — W He mBITaiiCs HAC
IIOMUPHUTH, KEHINHA. f He X049y 3HaTh 9TOT0 YeJI0BeKa.

— Hy na, oH rpy0ObIii, TSXKeJbIM YeI0BeK, JTIOOUT IOILIYMeTh, HO He TakK YK OH U Ij10X, YaHzaoc.
OH Tak IIOCMOTPEN Ha Hee, 4TO OHa 3aMoJjidyajia, HO IOTOM HepPEeLIUTENIbHO CIIPOCHIa:

— Te1 Hamen, Yaugoc, Toro yenoBeka B CaH-AHTOHUO?

CnuHa ero HampsArnace.

— Ia, Hamen. Ero yxe Cyquiu u NpUroBOPUIIY K IIOBEIIEHUIO.

— 3HaAYuT, TH He yOus ero?

— 4 ycTpoun emy mober U3 TIOPbMBI, — CKa3asl OH 6eCCTPaCTHHIM TOHOM U, Me[IJIEHHO BHITHPAas JIHIIO,
IIPOIOJIKATT:

— 9T0 0Ka3anock HeTpyAHO. Y CmuTa He Obio Apy3el B CaH-AHTOHHMO, M HUKTO He 0XHUJaJ, 9YTO OH
MOXKeT cOeXarh.

Tyt Yanpgoc o6epHyscs. OHa HUKOTMa ellle He BUesa y Hero TaKoro X0JI0JHOTO, CYpPOBOTO B3TJIsAa U
HUKOT'[A He CJIBIIaJia TAKOW HeHaBUCTH B I'OJIOCE.

— 4 crnoman emy o0e pyKH, a motoM nosecui. Ho y6iionok Obl1 y2Ke MepTB. Bupumo, oH 4T0-TO
3amomo3pui. MoxkeT, y3HaJ Jomaab Tpacka, KOTOPYIO s MPUXBATHIT [JIsT HETO, UJTH ITPOCTO He
TIOBEPHUJI MHE, KOTfIa 51 00BSICHUJI, TIOYeMY BEI3BOJIMII €ro U3 TIOPhMEL. He 3Hat0. Ho oH Haman Ha
MeHS, eIBa Mbl OCTaHOBUIUCh. OH 3aBJIafie]I MOUM HOXKOM, ¥ MBI CIETIHINCh. B Ipake OH ymas Ha
HOX ¥ yMep B CYUTAHHBIE CEKYHOH. Kak xkamb! — BOCKIIMKHYJI OH C MYKO# B ronoce. — CIHUIIKOM
JIerKas pacIjaTa 3a TO, YTO OH chenal ¢ benbiMm Kpreimom!

Kopthu nopotuna u 06Hsina ero. YaHI0C He Cpa3y BHIIIET U3 OlleTIeHeHuUs, HO, HaKOHell OTBETUB Ha
JIACKY [IeBYIIKHU, IPUBJIEK ee K cebe.

— Bemnoe Kpwiio — 310 TBOS cecTpa?
— la.

OH pacckasan KopTHY 0 TOM [iHe, KOTZla, BEPHYBIINUCH B UHOEUCKUH JTarepb, OH YBUJIEII, YTO €T0 MaTh
M TIeCTpa U3HACUJIOBAHH U yOuTH. KOpTHU pHIfana.
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— He nnaus, Komausy I'nasku! 4 He BRIHOIIY TBOUX Clie3. Temneps Bce KOHYeHO. OHU yKe TOXKe He
m1avyT. HakoHeI] OHKM MOTYT CIlaTh CIIOKOWHO.

OH HeXHO II0IIeJI0BaJI ee, TOTOM elrle pa3. [ HuX 3TO ObIT eIMHCTBEHHEIN CIIOCO0 YTOIHUTh
IeYaJu... ¥ 3a05ITh 0 HUX.

['maBa 44

KopTHU mogHsIaCck C TOCTEH YKe MMocie MoayoHs. YaHaoC OmsATh CIall, ¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa
pelImTeNnbHO He cobupanach OyouTk ero. OHa Bce HUKAK He MOTJjia IPUUTH B ce0s1 1ocye ero
pacckasa 0 MaTepH U CECTPe, XOTS U CTapasiach u30aBUTHCS OT 3TUX MbIcel. KopTHu y6expmana
cebst, 4TO C TeX IOop IPOIIJIO Y2Ke YeThIpe Tofa U 3a 9T0 BpeMs: YaHI0oC KaK-TO Hay4HIICS XKUTh C
3THM, XOTSI KaK — OHa He IIpeJCTaBIIsia.

OHa TOIBKO-TOIBKO 3aKOHYMIIa ONEeBAaThCs, KaK B ABEPH MOCTy4Yanu. KopTHU KuHYIa OBICTPhIM B3I
Ha IocTesb. YaH0C TOXKE YCIIbIIIA CTYK, OTKPBLI I'Mla3a ¥ HaCTOPOKEeHHO nocMoTtpen Ha Koptau. Ho
ee He3aueM OBUIO IpefynpexkaaTh: OHA He cobupaiach HUKOMY pacCKa3hBaTh O TOM, YTO OH 3[IeCh.

[TocnewmHo nogouasd K ABEPH, OHa IPUOTKPHLIA LIEeI0UKY.
— a?

— K BaM rocTth, CEHbOPHTA, — CKa3alla OeBYIITKa-MeKCHKaHKa, OOHa U3 IOoMOIIHUI Marru. — CeHbop
Taumnop. OH XKOeT Ha BepaHze C CeHbopoM CTpaTOHOM H...

— Tauinop? — pe3ko nepebuna Koptau. — Thl ckazdasna Tainop?
— Si.

— Cnacu6o. — KopTHU c 1IyMOM 3axJIONHYya ABepb. — Pup Taiinop! HeBeposTHO! — rHEBHO
BCKpHUYasa oHa. — [la KaK OH ITIOCMeN IBUThCS CIOfia IOCHe TOro, 4To caenan? OH XKe IbITancs
MIOXUTUTH MeHs! IT0... 3T0... 0-0!

Ona myneii BblIeTela U3 KOMHATHI.

— Koptuu! BepHucs, 4epT Bo3bMu! — KpUKHYJ YaHIOC BOOTOHKY ¥ I'Py00 BEIPYTaCs, YBUAEB, YTO
OHa BCe-TaKu yIIja.

Pa3bsipeHHast KopTHY mpolaraia K BXOOHOH JIBEPH ¥ PE3KO paclaxHyna ee. [la, 9TO ¥ BIPSMb ObIT
Pupm — B cBoeM TEMHOM CYKOHHOM KOCTIOME, OTHeJIAaHHOM IIIeJIKOBEIM PYOUMKOM, B TOpHUPOBaHHOM
pyballke ¥ Co IIIAMON B pyKe — KakK BCerma, eroneBaTo-0e3ynpeden. U on yneibancs ei. [a, fa,
ynbibancs!

— Tl cnsatun! — BocknukHya KopTHY, CIOBHO Ha BepaHze He ObUI0 HUKOTO, KpoMe Taitnopa. — ThI
3Haellb, YTO 51 MOTY CcHaTh Te0s BIIacTSIM 3a TO, UTO THI CHeJan?

— KopTHu, Munas, g npoexas Takoi JOArui myTh, pa3bicCKuBas Tebs, a THl MEHS TaK BCTpeydaelb!
Ona pacTepsiHHO 3aMoprana. boxe, Kak e oHa 3a0bljla, HACKOJIBKO TJIYII 3TOT YeJI0BEK?

— He cMmelt Ha3bIBaTh MEHS MUJOM! — BCKpu4asa oHa. — He cMmel Ha3bIBaTh MEHS Jaxke KopTHu!
HeyxXenu Tel HUYeTo He MOHSAN Aaxe II0CJie TOro, Kak He BEPHYJIUCh TBOU JIOOU? f He XKernaa,
yTOOH MeHs uckanu, Pun. Tel He UMesI TpaBa IOCHIATh 38 MHOM 3THX... TOJIOBOPE30B!
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OH cxBaTHi ee 3a PYKY u IIOTAIIWJI IIOOAJIbIIE OT JII00OIIBITHRIX B3rjdngo0B, HE IIOOAyMaB, OJHAKO,
c6aBuTh ToH. OH He IMogo3peBall, YTO CBOMMHU CJIIOBAMHU BHIBOOUT U3 cebs He OOHY TOJIBKO KOpTHI/I.

— OpOuH U3 9THX JII0fel Bce ke BepHyJIcs, KOpTHH, XOTs 4yTh KUBOM. BaHOUT, C KOTOPHIM THI yexaa,
0Tpe3aJl eMy SI3HIK U OTPYOUII KUCTh. boXe, HEeyXKeJu TH JyMalla, UTO S MOT OBl OCTaBUTh Te0s C 9TUM
[ICUXOM, 3Had, Ha YTO OH CII0Co0eH?

— VBepeHa, 4TO TH BCe CUJILHO IIPEYBEINYNII, — 3aMeTusia KOpTHU yXKe CIIOKOMHee.

— fIBHO npeyBenuuuin! — HeOpexkHO 6pocun YaHOoC, YCIHIIIaB ero cjioBa. — f TOJIBKO Paccek 3TOMY
MIapHIO S3BIK, Y3HAB OT HET0, YTO OH OCTaBUJI KOPTHU Ha IpuBajie OOHOMY U3 CBOMX MOJIOAYUKOB. 1
ele s CJI0Maj eMy [IBa IIajiblla Ha IIpaBoM pykKe — BO 611aro o6IIeCTBy, — a ITOTOM MPUBSI3al K
nepesy. Pup, ciioBHO He 3aMedast YaHpmoca, CIIPOCHUIT:

— Yro oH genaet 3mech, Koptau? KopTHU MOJT4ana U, He OTPEIBasCh, CMOTpesa Ha YaHmoca,
CTOSIBIIETO B IBepHOM npoeMe. Ha HeM ObLnM TONBKO OPIOKY U nopTymnesi. KOpTHY 3Hama, YTO OH
celuac HEVMOBEDHLBIM YCUIINEM BOJIM COEPXKUBAET KEJIaHUE CXBATUTLCA 3a PEBOJIBEBED, nu TYT TOJIBKO
OHa 3aMeTuJIa, YTO CTOJIMUBIIKECS ¥ KPbUIbIla KOBOOU C JIIOOONIBITCTBOM B3UPAIOT Ha IIPOUCXOASIIEE.
®mneTyep C PafoOCTHOM YXMBUIKOM cMOTPUT Ha Yanpmoca, 3y6 [Tunkl xMypo ycTaBuics Ha Pupa, a 3a
cnuHoi y 3y6a [Tunsl... ee otenr! O Boxe, oren! OH Bce Bunen!

— Pup, mouemy Gvl TeGe He yOpaThCs OTCIOHa? — crnpocuna KopTHu.

Ho oH He cobupa’cs Tak MPOCTO OTCTYMAaThCs OT Hee, ¥ JIUI0 ero ykKe MPUHSI0 3HaKoMoe KopTHu
OybIoXKbe BhIpakeHue. [IoHrMasi, 4YTO pa3roBOpPE 6ECIIONIe3HEl, OHA BCE XK€ CKa3asa:

— Tt 3ps croma mpuexai, Pup. S He X049y BHIXOTUTD 3a TeOsI 3aMyK U PeIlUTeIbHO 0TKA3bIBAIOCh
BO3BpaIIaThCs ¢ TO60# B KaH3ac. Ecnu TH IOMBITAEIIbCS IPUMEHUTD CUITY, KaK yXKe chaesat
OfHaXMOHl, OymelIb OTBeYATh Iepef 3aKOHOM.

— THI celiyac, paccTpoeHa, — Havall Pup, — mayl MHe WIaHC, U 4...

— Ona yxe gana Tebe maHc, T3Hm0p, — IIAHC OCTAThCS B XKUBHIX, — PSIBKHYI YaHOOC, BHICTYIIAS
BIlepen. — A Tenepb TeGe MPUAETCs UMETh AEeJI0 CO MHOM. YOepH CBOM YEePTOBEI PYKU OT MOel
KEHIUHLI!

Pup noBepHyJcsa K HeMy, He BhIIyCKas pyKu KopTHu.

— TeoI X04els 3aCTPeIUTh MeHs, 0aHOUT? — CIPOCHII OH C IIPEe3PUTEIbHOM yeMelKou. — [lepen
JIMIIOM CTOJIBKUX CBUMETEIen?

— Hert! — Yanpoc, cusis yneI0KOM, BEITALIMI CBOM PeBoJIbBED U epenan ero Koptuu. — Ilomepxy,
Komaubu I'ma3ku, coBceM HENOro, — IIPOrOBOPUII OH, U TYT Xe ero KyJak Bpe3aJiCs B YeJII0CTh
Puna.

Toaiiniop oTeTen Ha3af, yBnekas 3a coboit Koptau. Ho YaHmoc mogxBaTul ee 3a Tanuio, U Pug omqux
CKaTHJICI CO CTyIeHeK BepaH[bl. Y CMeXHYBIIKUCh, YaHmoC ocTaBul KOpTHU U pUHYIICS BCIE[ 3a
Tannopom.

Cros Ha BepaHpue, KopTHU cMoTpena, KakK MyK4YUHEL MOJIOTAT OPYT gpyra Kyjlakamu. OHa U He
IyMalla pa3HHMaTh UX, lepexkrBas 6axkeHHOe MOTpsceHne: YaHoc Ha3Bal ee CBOel XKeHIIUHOM!
Ha3zBan npu cBoeM OTIE... Ipu ee oTie! ['ocioau, HeyKeJu 3TO He CITy4arHO?

IT0 TUKOE cepaie 171 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

Ybs-TO pyKa JIeTTia e Ha IJIeYd, U OHa ORICTPO 00epHYIIACh.
— Ilonarato, Temeps TH IOOTBEPAUIIL CII0BA 3TOTO MOJIOHOI0 YeJI0BeKa? — CIPOCHIT daBapH X0opTc.
— Ja!

TyT oHa yBUfena, Kak YaHOOC CO BCETO Maxy yIiajl B IIbUTb. KOPTHY HEBOIBHO IIaTHYJa BIlepeq, HO
YaHOoc yKe BCKOYMI HAa HOTY U HaHeC MOIIHEIM yoap Puny. U Bce xxe KopTHu BonHOBanace. YaHpoc,
KOHEYHO, BEHIUTPHIBAJI B POCTE, HO Pup OBIT KPEIOK KaK OHIK.

— Cyqsd 1o BceMy, 9TO ¥ €CTh TOT CaMBIi My>K4YKHa, KOTOPHIH mpuBe3 Tebs B Texac? — CIIOBHO
MUMOXO[IOM IIOMHTEPECOBAJICA JOBapy.

— [la, ma, — paccesiHHO Opocuna KopTHH, TPEBOXKHO Clefs 3a X0moM 00s.

— KopTtHY, mouka, nocmoTpu Ha MeHs! OHa ¢ ycunueMm oTopBasia B3ridn oT Yangoca, — [a, mama?
— T&I ero m00uIIL?

— O ga! be3ayMHO! — BOCKJIMKHYJ/Ia OHa, a II0TOM OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCHUJIA:

— A TBI IPOTUB?

— JlaxXe u He 3Hal0, — IPOroBopui JaBapa. — OH UTO, Bceraa TaKOK... TOPBIBUCTHIN?
— HeT, HO OH BCer'ga I'OTOB 3alllUTUTH MEHSA.

— Hy 4T0 X, XOTh 9TO IJIFOC, — CO B3J0XOM OTO3BAJICS OTELl.

— Ox, marma, He Cygu 0 HEM, IT0OKa He y3Haellb ero. [1a, oH 6aHAuT, HO...

— BaHguTh YacTo OBIBAIOT XOPOIIUMHU JIIOABMH, HO4YKa. S 3TO 3HAI0.

KopTHU pacTepssHHO YCMEXHYJIACh:

— THI, KaXKeTCcs, TOTOB HEMPEB35TO OTHECTUCH K ITOMY YEJIOBEKY?

— Hey}Kem/I TBI JyMa€Illb, 4YTO I OCMEIICh OTHECTUCE K HEMY nHaye? — BOCKIJIUKHYII SJIBapI[. — MHe
BOBC€ HE X04YeTCA OTBEOATh €Ir0 KYJIaKOB.

— YTO THI, OH HE CTaHET... — Havala OBIIIO KOpTHI/I, HO IIOHAJIa, YTO OTell IOyTHUT.

B aTOT MOMEHT KOB60PI n30ajin pagoCTHBIE BO3TJIACHI, a CDJIequp 3a0pall 4T0 €CTh MO4YH, CBECHUBIIINCH
C IIepuil. He BrI3BIBAIO COMHGHPII:I, KOro HO)IGaJIpI/IBaIOT 9TH KPHUKHU. B cienyriiee MrHOBEHH e
CDnequp u 3Y6 [Munet O6HI/IMaJ'II/ICb U XJIOIIAJIX OPYT ApyTa II0 CIIMHEe, CJIOBHO OHK CaMH BBEIMT' DA
0O011.

YaHmgoca okpyxuia Tomna. OH COTHYJICS, MepxkKach PyKaMH 3a XKKUBOT, ero JIMIO ToXe OBII0 He B
Jy4IIieM BHJIE.

— Iloxoxke, 3mech Hy2KHa MOS ITIOMOILb, — 3aMETHUJI C BepaHAbl daBaph. — ¢ roBopio 0 TOM IMapHe,
Taumnope.

— YTto? He TpaTh 3ps BpeMs! — cka3ana KopTHu, 6e3 TeHU COYyBCTBUS B3T/ISIHYB Ha Pupa,
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HETOOBUKHO JIEXKAaBIIIEro Ha 3eMyie. — YXK KTO-KTO, a 3TOT IIOJIy4HII 110 3acnyraM!

— Hy, OymeM HageaThCsl, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 OH Bce noHsI. Komauby ['ma3ku, — ckasan YaHAoc,
II0OXO0Os K Hel. — { He XOTeJI CTPeNdTh B IOAOHKA TOJIBKO 3a TO, YTO OH TaKOM YIPSIMbIM OOJIBaH.

— Ox, Yanpgoc, camuck! — mporoBopuia KopTHY, MOABOMS €T0 K KPBUTBIY. — ['0CIIOH, Ha KOTO THI
moxox! — OHa OTKHHYJIA BOJIOCH co 10a YaHmoca. — Ilama, focTaBaii-ka CBOIO CyMKY!

— ITana? — Yaugoc 00epHYJICS, CKPUBUBIIKCH OT 00711, — ThI OB XOTh IPEAyIPEenuia MeHs!
KopTHu yneIOHYIaCh:
, — OH C yEOBOJIBCTBHEM CMOTPEJ, KaK BH APAJIUCh, ¥ TBOU OTEIl TOXKE.

YBupes ®netuepa, YaHpmoc Beipyraics. ToT MeXay TeM Bejiel CBOUM JIIOfSM B3BaJIUTh T9uUjIopa Ha
JIOLIAAb ¥ OTIIPABUTh B 0OPATHBIN MTyTh.

— YT0 3TO ellle TaKoe, YePT BO3bMHU? YK HE CYaACTIHBOE JIN IPUMHUPEHNE CEMENCTBA?
Koptau noHuMana: YaHmoC HeIOBOJIEH, YYBCTBYsI ce0sl 3arHAHHKIM B YTOJI.

— IIa, Mmoryo 6kl OBITE IPUMUPEHHE, €CIIH OBl TH 3aX0TEJI, — OCTOPOXKHO CKa3ajla OHa.
— 4 mpuexarn cioma 3a To0OM, XKEHIIMHA, U TOILKO.

— Pa3sse?

— Tei 3Haems, 4To 9T0 Tak. OHa CypoBo moTpeboBana:

— Torpma ckaxwu 00 3TOM IpoMKO. f1 He ciblIana, YToOk TH CKal3as 9To, YaH[ocC.

O nHaxmypuics. Teneps ®neTyep CTOST B HECKOJIBKUX IIarax OT HUX, OIEPIINCH O ITepuia BepaH/Ihl.
3y6 [Iumbl cupen Ha Iepuiiax PSAgoOM C HUM, eJie caepKuBas ynbloKy. OHU ¢ HeCKpPhIBa€MBIM
MHTEePeCOM IIPUCIYIIMBAIUCh K pemnnukaM YaHnoca 1 KopTHU.

. YaHpmoc 4yBCTBOBAJ yCTPEeMJIEHHbIE Ha ce0s B3TJIAbI, U IIPek/e BCero B3risnm KopTHy,
PEeIIUTENbHBIA U TOPSIINN.

— Trt Most xkeHmrHa. Komaybu I'ma3ku. T cTajna elo ¢ TeX 1op, Kak 5 BIepBble yBUOEN Tebs. IToro
el OBIJIO MaJio.

— Cxkaxu Bce!

YcMexHYBIIUCE, OH MPUTSIHYI ee K cebe Ha KoneHu. KopTHY HaNpsKeHHO XKaaja. HakoHel oH
IIPOTOBOPHIT:

— 4 mo6mio Tebs1. Tel 3TO X0Tena ycnbimaTh? JI100110 Tak CUIbHO, 4TO 663 TeOsT MHE HeT XKU3HHU.
— O Yanpoc! — Ona mpunbHyIa K HeMy, 00XBaTUB ero pyKaMu 3a I1elo. — 4 mio6Iio. ..

— Ilorogu, — ocTaHOBUII OH ee. — [logyMaii Kak ClefyeT, IpeXae YeM 4To-TO CKa3aTh, Koltaubu
'nma3ku. MeHs ofoJIeBalOT COMHEHUS: CMOT'Y JIU s cienaTh Tebs cyacTnuBou? 9 6ymy cTapaThCs U30
BCeX CHJI, HO ITIOTOM THI Y2K€ He CMOKEIb ITOMTH Ha MONATHHIM. TH IOHSIA, 0 4eM A? Ecnu Thl
CTaHeIb MOel XKEeHIIMHOM, aXKe CUJIHL afjla He 3aCTaBAT MEHS OTIYCTUThL Te0s.
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— OTO ABYCTOPOHHUM OOTOBOP? — crupocuiia KopTHu.
— Pasymeercs!

— Torpa mo3Boib MHE BHIABUHYTH CBOM TpeOoBaHMs. TH yKe CKa3asl, 4To JII00uIIs MeHs. 4 Toxe
Oymy cTapaThCst ©30 BCEX CHII chemaTh Te0s cuacTnuBbIM. HO ecnu mo3xke Th 3aX0Yelllbh YHTH,
npenynpexnan: Tebe He YOacTCs CKPHIThCS OT MEHS, IOTOMY 4TO ITepPBOe, YeMY Thl MEHS
HAY4UIllh, — 9TO XOOUTH 10 CJIETY, @ BTOPOE — CTPEeJsiTh. ThI MOHSI, 0 YeM s, YaHmoc?

— Ila, M3M, — O4eHb BaXXHO IIPOM3HEC OH.

— Bot u otimuuHo. — Teneps KopTHU ynbIOHYIach, YyTh IIOKPACHEB OT CMYIIEHUS, U CKa3aa,
HaTHYBILIUCH K €T0 YXY:

— IToromy uTo 51 060 TeOs. JI00I0 TakK CUIBHO, YTO XOTeJla YMepeTh, KOTrfa Thl OCTaBUJI MeHs. f
Oosbllle He XOUy UCIBITATh Takoe, YaHToC.

— 41 ToKe, — OTBETHUJI OH C YYBCTBOM M MPHUJIBHYN K ee Ty6am. — T ellle He pa3yyusiach MypJILIKATh,
KOTEHOK.

— Yanpgoc!

Ox 3acmesncs. Bopyr KopTHEU BCIIOMHMIIA O TOM, YTO OHU HE OOHU.

— Tol yBepena, Komaubu ['ma3ku? — 1aCKOBO CIIPOCHUII OH.

— Ia!

— W TBI CMOXKeEIIb XKUTh TakK XKe, Kak g7

— 4 Oyny XuTh TaK, KaK THl 3aX04elllb, aXKe eCJId MHe IIPUIEeTCS HOCUTh JeTel B 3alJIeYHOM MeIIKe.
— IeTteii!

— He ceituac, — mpomienrana OHa, METHYB CTHIAJIUBBEIY B3TJISAT Ha CBOETO OTIA.

YaHpoc, cMesach, cxkall ee mieun. OHa ele HUKOrIa He BUIesa ero TaKuM 0ecreyHo cuacTiauBeIM. O,
KaK e OHa JIIo0uT ero!

— Ho y Hac ¢ Tob6oi 6ynyT, meTy, mpaBaa? — 3aAyMYKBO IIPOTOBOPHUII OH. — MoXKeT OBITh, HOM — 3TO
He TaK yX IIJIOX0?

KopTHu 3acThisia, TopaxKeHHas ero CJI0BaMHu:
— Tr1 cepbe3Ho?

— 4 mor 6b1 mompo6oBaTh paboTaTh Ha paH4y0. CTapuK Hayuusl MeHs BceMy. K TOMy e OH ITOJI0KUII
B 6aHK Y9iiK0O Ha MOe UMS I[eJioe COCTOSIHNE, K KOTOPOMY S HUKOTZa He MpuTparuBasics. Ha atu
IEeHbI'W MbI MOTJTIH ObI KYTIUTD Iie-HUOYIb HEMOJAEKy HEIlJIOX0M YYacTOK ¥ BHI3BATh CTapUKa Ha
COpeBHOBaHUE.

Tonbko KopTHY BuMena 3af0opHEIe OTOHBKY B I'Ta3ax YaHoca. 3aTo BCe CbIIanu, Kak dnerdep
CIUTIOHYJI B cepaax. 3y6 [TuIkl maBuiICcS OT cMexa. DIBaph Ipuce psmoM ¢ KopTau u YaHIoCcoM.
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— Ilymaro, MHe He TIOHAJOOUTCST MOST MEUIIMHCKAs CYMKa. ECTM 4eIoBeK IIyTUT, 3HAUUT, C HUM BCE
B TIOPSJIKE.

— BrI mpaBsl, oK. M0okHO 51 OyAy Ha3bBaTh BaC «IOK»?
— KoreuHo! Brl Takke MoXKeTe 3BaTh MEHS JBapAoOM, IOCKOIBKY CKOPO CTAHETE MOUM 35TEM.

— Bce, uT0 MHe celiyac Hy>KHO, — 3TO ropsiuas BaHHa. Ho pa3Be g 4TO-TO TOBOPUJI O JKEHUTHOE,
Komausu I'ma3ku?

— Her, He roBopun. — OHa yCMexHYyJach, yBUAEB IHUII0 OTLa. — [la 0H mpocTo myTuT, nana! Ckaxu
emy, Yaupgoc! Yaugoc?

— Ox-x0-x0, HeykeJu Tebe U BIPSIMb X0UeTCS IPUHYAUTh MEeHS K 3TOU IIyIOU [epeMOHUH OeJIbIX
JII0fiel, He UMeIOIel Hu4Yero o0Iero ¢ 4yBcTBaMu? f cKasal 0 CBOMX HaMEPEHUSX IIPU CBUAETENIX.
Tel ToxXe. Trl yke Mos xkKeHa. Komaysy ['nma3ku!

— Ecnu OBl THI cOTJIACUIICS CHeJlaTh BCe, KakK MpUHATO, YaHAoC, MOM namna ObuUI OBl CHaCTIUB, —
3amertuna Koptau.

— A TmI?
— U 4.
— Hy Torga cuuTtai, 4TO S MOIIYTUII, — JJAaCKOBO CKa3aJ OH.

KoptHu 00HsTa ero, TUKYs OT c4acThs. [IyCTh B 4eM-TO OH I'py0 M KeCTOK, U Bce Xke 9T0 ee HaH[0C
— HEXHBIY U JIaCKOBBIM, Koraa Hamo. M oH mobut ee! Ero xenmaHue ocecTh Ha MECTE pafu Hee
JIydlile BCSIKUX CJIOB TOBOPUT O €T0 JII00BH.

KopTHu oTKuHYNack Ha3af. Ei 0ueHb XOTEIOCh, YTOOH BCe ORI Tak K€ CYaCTIUBEL, KakK U OHa,
ocobenHo ®meTuep.

— Ckaxu CBOEMY OTIIy, 9YTO TBI TOJIBKO YTO PA3BITPAIl €T0.

— OT0 OB He PO3HITPHII. — YaH0C pPe3Ko 00ePHYJIICS, BCTPETUBIIUCE C IIPUCTAIbHBIM B3TJIS0M
®netuepa. — Hy 4TO, CTapuK, BEIAEPKUIIL COPDEBHOBaHUE?

— BrifiepXky, 4epT Bo3pMu! — B3peBen PreTyep.

— 4 tak u myman, — ycMmexuyics Yanpoc. ['masa ®rneTyepa 3aCBETUINCH PAfOCTh0, HO YIIBIOHYTHCS
OH cebe He MMO3BOJIUIT — CJIEN0BAJIO BhIIePKaTh XapakTep!

Y Bce XKe ero pacrnupano oT pafgoctu. ®reTyep HUKOI/Ia ellle He BUIe CBOET0 ChiHA TAKUM —
HEXKHBIM, OTKPBITHIM H... JOCTYIHLIM. OTO OBIJI0 Hadyaso. YepTOBCKU X0opolilee Havyano!
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