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Hephaestia
CeBepHHIN LIBETOK

«Kaxk ke riymno u Heseno, o 60ru! — 0HOIIa B 0YepeqHOW pa3 B3TJISHYJ Ha CBOM TOHKHE 3alsCThs,
CKOBaHHBIE HaJIe’KHBIMU KOJIOJKaMHU, LIeTlb OT KOTOPHIX TSHYJIACh K OLIENHUKY, YKPACUBILIEMY €T0
meto. — Jlyurie ObI710 OPOCUTHCS CO CKaJlbl, UJIM CUTAHYTh C MOCTA, TIOKa elle Oblla BO3MOXHOCTh! A
Terneps... TOJIBKO ¥ OCTAEeTCS XKIaTh, KaK MOBEepHETCS cynabba... My Bce-TaKu MOMBITAThCS YTO-TO
cruemnaTh?.. A eCly OH He MOBepHUT?.. M elle BeInKOe MHOXKECTBO €CJIIH...»

OH ypOHWJI JTUII0 B IOOXKAaThle K TPyAu KoyeHu u 3amep. OcTanbHble pa0bl JTaBHO IepecTanu
oOpaliaTh BHUMaHMe Ha CTpajaHus I0HOTO coOpaTa. YKe Ha TPeTUU NeHb IyTelleCTBUS K IPaHuIlaM
nanekoro JlaHMapKa, CTUXJIM JaxKe yKacalolllie I0HOTO IJIeHHUKA CaIbHbIE ITyTOYKHU O TOM, YTO C
TaKOM KPacoToM, KOTOPOM ero HafeNnunyd 00TH, eMy, TpegHa3HauYeHHOMY B Jlap IIPaBUTEITIO
BeJIMYalIIel UMIIepHUH, He IIJlakaTh HYKHO, & PaloBaThCs COOCTBEHHOMY CYaCThIO.

CuacTsio... Korga-To oH geiicTBUTENbHO ObIT cuacTiIuB. B meTcTBe. OKpyKeHHEBIN JTI000BbI0 U 3a60TOM
ONMM3KUX, KOPMUIUIIL, BOCIIUTATENIEN U MMPOYUX POTUTENILCKUX cIyT. Korma eMy UCIIOMHUIOCH BOCEMb
JIeT, OTell, Moryuuii KOHYHT HoppraHa, Xapanbn fICHOTIa3b1l, B3I CHIHA, JOCTAIOIIEro eMy
MaKYIIKOM [0 10sICa, 3a PYKY ¥ BBeJI B 3aJ1, Tle MMPOBA/IK €r0 COPAaTHUKU U TOCTH, OOBSABIISIS
CcoOpaBIIIMMCS, YTO B €TI0 3aMKe PacTeT HOBHIM IIPUHII.

— BarnsgHUTe Ha 3TOr0 Majlb4yrKa, COPATHUKU. Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO JIeT OH CTAHET ONHUM U3 BallIUX
IIPeBOAUTEJIEN, eCIM He CTUHET B IIepBoM noxofe. [lomHuMuTe KyOKM 3a CUaCT/IUBYIO CYyAbOY MOETO
TPETLETO ChlHa, J¥ipuxa, OnaropopHsle Apibl ceBepa!l — Xapanb[ BCKUHYJ TOHEHBKOE TeJlblie C
OJIMHHBIMU CBET/IBIMHU JIOKOHAMHU Hafl TOJ0BOM. — He aXxTu KaKoil KpEIHII ellle, HO JKU3Hb ero OBICTPO
3akanmut! Uurbsang, CHOppH, 3aiMUTECH er0 00yueHUEM Ha CYIlle, a Yepes Mapy JIeT OTIPABUTCS B
IIePBBIY MOPCKOU I10XO0f C ApjioM CBeppupoM TeMHOTpUBEIM, — KOHYHT APYKECKU IOIMUTHYIT
MOJIOJOMY MYKYUHE C SPKO-TOIyObIMHU I'1a3aMu ¥ OyIHHON KaIllTaHOBOM PacTUTEIBHOCTBIO Ha TOJIOBE,
[aBIIey [IPO3BUILe IPEABOSUTENIO JaHOB.

CBeppup IpUHSI MalbyrlKa U3 PYK OTIA U ycagui K cebe Ha KOJIEHH, CHSIJI C MOII[HOM 3aropeion
I1ey 0XKepeJibe U3 CepeOpSAHBIX O/ISTX, MeIBEKbUX KOT'TEN ¥ MOPKOBBIX KITBIKOB:

— Hocu Ha ymauy, KoHrep Jupux. A noOyneirs nepsbie Tpoden, ¢ Tebs oxkepesbe Ha 0OMeH! —
OUpUX YyTh HE COTHYJICS ITOJ TSKECThIO YKPAIlIeHus, HO TeMHOTPUBHIM JIETOHBKO TKHYJI €70 KYJIaKOM
MEX JIOTaTOK. — JlepKu CIIUHY POBHO, OYOyIIUii BOUH!

ManbyuK 04eHb CTApasCS HE YOAPUTH JIUIIOM B I'Psi3b. YUMIICS CTPENSATh U3 JiyKa u apbaserTa,
O0TOMBATh CTPEJIH MEYOM U IIIUTOM, METaTh KMHXKAJIHI B 11€J1h, BCKAKMBATH HA OBUKYILIETOCS KOHS,
Pa3uTh Leflb U3 CeMJia Ha IMOJTHOM CKAKYy, YYMIT Ha3BaHUS Kopabied ¥ OCHACTKH, ¥ BAJTUJICS C HOT IIOf
Beuep I0cJie HeJIETKOTo 00y4YeHHs V ABYX JYUIINX HaCTAaBHUKOB OTIIOBCKOTO JieAyHra. Yepe3 mBa
rofla OH 3aCJIyKUJI ITPaBo B30MTH Ha 60pT 60eBoOro mpakapa mop 0emo-cuHuM (iaroM spita CBeppupa
U IIPUHSTDH YYacTHe B CBOEM ITEPBOM MOPCKOM cpaXKeHuu. KOHBINM KOHT'eP IIOMOTaJT OIIBITHEIM
BUKWHTAM YIIPABISATHCS CO CHACTSIMU U TaCUJ IIPOCMOJIEHHbIE (haKebl, KOTOPEIMU 3a0packBaIu UX
Kopabb HempusaTeNnu. B omMHHAAIATE JIET OH YOI CBOETO IIePBOT0 OJIEHS M BOJIKA Ha B3POCIION
oxoTe. B mBeHafaTh €ro BIepBhie MOMYCTHUIM Ha ITUP B KAYEeCTBe COTpPale3HUKa. 3axMesIeBIIre
MYKYUHBI IPYKHO TPUBETCTBOBAJIA ChIHA KOHYHTA U yCaOuIu Ha OyOOBYIO CKaMbi0 MEeXKMOY CTApIIAM
OpaToM, JHXapAOM, ¥ HacTaBHUKOM, CBeppHUpOM, KOTOPHIM BCKUHYI KyOOK, oOpalasich K
IIPUCYTCTBYIOIINM:

— 3a J¥puxa, 3a 0TBAXKHOTO U IIPEKPACHOT0 KOHTepa, ChiHa Xapanbfaa u ['epapun, ga OyoyT K HeMmy
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011arOCKJIOHHBI OoTH! — ¥ 3asmnom OCyHInuJI CBOIO HaIlly.

— OTBaXXHOTO — M4, eCTh TaKoe! — mopmepKai, He 6e3 TopaocTy, Xapanbd. — A HacyeT
mpeKpacHoro, Tol, CBeppH, He 3aroBapuBaucs. Mnu Tak riasa 3ajiui, YTO yKe He MOMHHUIIb, 110
KaKOMY IIOBOAY COOpaiuch?

BoKpyr rpoMKO 3aCMesITHCh HECKOJIBKO HECSITKOB MYKUKMH, @ DUPHUX OIIYTHII BHE3AITHBIN TPEBOXKHBIN
XOJIOIOK M€eX JIOTIaTOK — YTO-TO HAaCTOPOXKUJIO IOHOIIY B CJIOBaX U B TOHE rojioca oTua... OH
OCTOPOXKHO B3TJISHYJ Ha CBeppHpa ¥ TUXUM IIEIOTOM CIIPOCHJI HAaCTaBHUKA:

— TeMHOTPUBBIN, Y€M KOHYHT HEJJOBOJIEH?..

— Ceityac y3Haelb... — CBeppup, MUI0 KOTOPOTO 3allbljaio OT BUHA U HETIOHATHOTO KOHTEPY
BO30yKIeHUs, He T Ha Hero, 06epHyscs K Xapanbay. — Kak He TOMHUTS, TOBEIUTENL! 4 mouTy
3a 4eCTh IOPONHUTHCS C TBOUM JOMOM!

[TpaButens HoppmaHa o0bsIBUIT O TIOMOJIBKE sipiia CBeppupa U CBOeH [o4YepH, MeCTHaAaTUIeTHEN
KpacaBuilsl MpmenuH. TyT XKe MMOCHIIanuch 3APaBUIbl U MO3APABIEHUS CO BCEX CTOPOH, BUHO U IIUBO
TIOJIUJIOCH ABYMS MOILIHBIMU IIOTOKAMH B JTy>K€HbIE TTIOTKH.

Xapasnb[ caesal MIaflieMy ChIHY 3HaK YOaIUThCs, KOTMa B 3ajie IOSBUIIUCDH KEeHIITHEL.

Oupux ¢ o6neryeHreM MOKUHYI 3aJl, T1e yKe ObII0 TPYOHO HBIIIATh, U YIIU 3aKJIabIBAIO OT
TPOMKOTO MY2KCKOT'0 Opa ¥ BU3Ta CIyXkKaHOK. EMy HUKOT{Ia He OBLIO TI000IBITHO IIOICMOTPETD 3a
CTapUIMM{ BOMHAMHM, KapTUHEI 0e3yepKHOT0 BECEbsl U OTKPOBEHHOT0 pa3BpaTa He Ipeslblaiy
nmonpocTka. OH ImpeanoyuTasn pa3bupaTh U IUCTATh CTapble KHUTY Ha PA3HBIX SI3bIKAX, CBAJIEHHEIE B
3abpoieHHoM GamrHe. B TOT Beyep, UICKPEHHE PafiysiCh, YTO yAaNoCch U30ekKaTh JaTbHENIIIEro
y4acCTHs B MUPYILIKEe, KOHTep HAIIPABUIICS B CBOE JII00MMOe KHUTOXPaHUIHIIe. BoOpyKUBIINCEH
MacIgHBIM (GOHApeM, CTajl IOAHUMATLCS 10 IMUPOKUM IIOJIOTHM CTYTIEHSM, YKe IIpeABKYyllasi HOBYIO
BCTpeUy C TeposiMU JPEBHUX JIETeH[] ¥ CKa3aHUM, KOTMa YCIIbIIIAl TSKeble U OBICTPhIE ATy 3a
criuHoi. CunpHas pyKa IepexBaTuiia 3alsicThe C (poHapeM, Apyras pykKa KpemnkKo 3axasa poT.
MyxuuHa 3amgyn1 poHapb OMHUM PE3KUM BEIIOXOM, Tpu4eM Jiprxa 06aro BOTHON BUHHBIX
WCIIapeHUu ¥ BHYTPEHHero xkapa. OH CUIUIICS BRIPBATHCS U3 KPEMKUX OOBITHUN U OOTSIHYTHCS [0
KMHXaJjla Ha I105Ce, HO HallaBIIKWK AepKaJl CIUIIKOM KPenko. TOHKMe KOCTOYKU KOHTepa
IIOXPYCTHIBAJIA B MeJBEKbEM 3aXBaTe.

— Tumie, MambIIl, He BEIPBIBAUCA. ..

— Cseppup! YMoM noBpenusncs — c3afgy Hamafgaelb? Moy 9To urpa takas? — JUpPUX JOBEPUYUBO
paccrabuicsi B 3HAKOMBIX PyKaxX U eMy [azKe yOaioch IOBEPHYThCS JIUIIOM K HAaCTaBHUKY. — Hero
Monuninhk? U 3aueM ¢aken 3aracun? Kakas-To TaitHa?..

— Ox, ManIeHbKHUH, Be3fe-T0 Tebe TaHbl MepeIaTcs... — TBepHasi J1aJoHb, CKOIb3HYB I10 CIIUHE U
3aThHIIKY, 3aphIIach B [IJIMHHLIE II€JIKOBHUCTHIE BOJIOCH Malb4uKa, APYTOM PYKOH SIpJl MPUBIIEK €T0 K
cebe. JUpHUX BCe elrle BUIEN B IPOUCXOISINEM MIPETIONNI0 K KaKoi-To 3a0aBe, U laxke MPeAIoI0KMII,
YTO HACTABHUK X0YET IOMIETUThCSI KaKUM-TO CEKPETOM:

— TeMHOTrpHBEHINA, X0YeIllb O CECTPE CIIPOCUTH? Tak 4YTO g 3HAI? BHIIIMBAET LEIbBIMA OHAMH... YTO THI
fesaels?.. — OH 3aMep, OLIYTUB PYKY fpJjia I0J CBOUM IIIallloM, COBUTAIOIIYI0 B CTOPOHY PEMEHD U
IIOTTa2KUBAIOIIYI0 €T0 TEJI0 TOHUKE MOSICHULIBI CKBO3b TOHKYIO TKaHb IITaHOB. OH 3TOT0
IIPUKOCHOBEHMUS 110 BCEMY TeJly MajiburKa 1mpobekai KPYIHBIN 03H00, 6yTO Ha JIeASHOM BETPY.
Korpa e ropsiure ry0bl sipjia IPOYEpPTUIIA Ha ero ropiie BlIaXKHBIM Cef OT yXa [0 yXa U BIIUJIUCH B
SIMKY Yy KJIIOYHULB], DUPUX U3YMJIEHHO OXHYJI, €ro JIMII0 OKATUJIO BOJIHOM JXKapa, OH HANPATCS B KOJIbIlE
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JIaCKaIoMUX PyK:
— CBeppup... He HafO... YTO THI?..

— Mom4y, TH MOH, CNBIIXIIL? MOii... JaBHO 00 3TOM JHE MeyYTall... He MOoTy 00Jiblile
cOoepxkuBaThCs!.. — MyK4uHa HaKPHUI ero r'yObl CBOMMH, & ero pykKa, CIIPaBUBIINCE C MPSIKKOM
mosica, CIyCTHUa JIbHSHBIE IITaHb KOHTepa, HEKHO MTPOIIIach MeX STOMUI, TToJlacKalla IIagKoe
Oenpo ¥ mogxXBaTUIA CHU3Y TEIJIBIM TYTOi MeIIoYeK, TepeKaThiBas ero CONePKUMOoe MeXy MabIleB.
OUpHUX TIIyX0 3aCTOHAJ, Y HET0 OJKOCUJIAChH KOJIEHH, ¥ 3aKPYKUIacCh rOJI0Ba, KOTfa A3BIK Spia
IIPOHUK B €T0 POT, a MaJIbI[bl COMKHYJIMCh BOKPYT BIIEPBLIE HANIMBIIETOCs Bo30yxKaeHueM oprana. OH
Obl ymasn, ecnu 661 CBeppup He AepKal ero Kpemnko. MyzK4uHa ITOAXBAaTUII €T0 JTafOHSIMHU IO
SATOOUITEL U YJIOKUJI Ha IKAPOKYIO CTYIIeHb JIECTHULIB, CKJIOHUJICS JINLIOM K ero XXKUBOTy. CaMble
YYBCTBUTEJILHEIE MECTa MaJIburKa OIaJINI0 ropsyee ObIXaHWe, 0T KOTOPOTO BCTAIX ObI00M HEXKHEIE
30JI0TUCThIE 3aBUTKU Ha 100Ke. M B 9T0O MTHOBEHME TEMHBIN ITPOJIET 3aJIUJI OCJIEIIUTENTbHbIM CBET
HECKOIbKUX (aKeJloB.

O¥pux He MOMHHUJI, CaM JIX BHITIIBIT U3 6J1a2K€HHOT'0 JypMaHa, UJTK eT0 OTPEe3BUJI THEBHBIH T'0JI0C
0TIIa, ¥ YOap carmora 1o pedpaM, 0T KOTOPOTO OH CJIOXKMJICS ITOTI0JIaM M TYT Ke 3aKalllIsJICS KPOBbIO.
PspmoMm Ovunu cTapinuii 6paT u Api UHTBANL ¢ HCKaXKeHHBIMU THEBOM U OTBPAIlleHHEM JIUIaMHU.
YeTBepo CTPaXKHUKOB €/IBa yIePKUBAIM B PyKax BHIPHIBAIOIIET0CS U OCHITAIOIIETO BCEX KYTKOM
OpaHbio ¥ TPOoKIATHAME CBeppupa. OTIHHAB CKOPYHUBIIETOCS Y €r0 HOT ChIHA, XapaJib[l HECKOJIBKO
pas oT gy Bpe3asl TeMHOTPHUBOMY, CJIOMaB eMy HOC M BEIOMB HECKOJIBKO 3y00B, U ITpHUKa3al
3aKO0BaTh €Tr0 U OPOCUTH B ITOfI3EMETTLE.

— OTOro IIeHKa Tyfa Xke, TOJIbKO B IPYTO0il yTOJ1, TIe KPhIC T000JIbIlle! — BIEepBble DMpPUX BUOET
HEHaBUCTH B IJa3ax oTna.

Crapmuit 6paT CMa4yHO IJIIOHYJI €My B JIMLIO ¥ KUBHYJI CTPaKHUKAM:
— TamuTe 3Ty TBaph MO30PHYI0, XBATUT MSITUTHCS!

HeckoIbKOo [He OH IIPOBe B IeAsIHOM KAMEHHOM MeIIKe Ha 0XalKe COJIOMEL B a0COTI0THOM
TEMHOTe, HapyIllaeMoii JIUIIb 0JIECKOM KPEICHHHIX I'JIa3 ¥ HEBEIHOCHMOM PEe3bI0 CBeTa OT (akea
CTPaXXHUKA, IPUHOCSINEro KYBIIHH C BOOOU U KyCOK Xyeba.

OH He 3agaBajl BOIIPOCOB U MOYTH He ITakasl. OH 3HaJ, YTO 3a MMOPOYHYIO CBSI3b UX cO CBeppUpoOM
JK[ajlla My4YuTeabHas Ka3Hb. Ho OH K[aJ, 4TO OTell [aCT eMy BO3MOXKHOCTh 0OBSICHUTD ITPOUCIIENIIee
¥ TIOMMET, YTO HUKOTMa IIpexk/ie MeXay HUMHU C HaCTaBHUKOM He OBIIO0 Tofo0HOM MEP30CTH, U BCEMY
CIy4YMBILIEMYCS BUHOM ONbsTHEHME gpia. A caM OH... BOT TyT MBIC/IH J¥pHXa IyTalUCh, CEPALE
HauMHAJIO CTy4YaTh OBICTPO-OBICTPO, ¥ JIUIIO 3a7IMBAJIOCh KPAaCKOU CTHIIa IIPY OOHOM BOCIIOMHUHAHUU O
TOM, KaK eT0 TeJI0 pearupoBajo Ha IPUKOCHOBEHHUS MYKYMHHI, KaK IJIaBUJI0Ch €T0 CO3HAHUE, KakK
camu co00¥ 3aKpPHIBATACh I'Ia3a M OMYCKAIUCh PYKHU... OH He MMOHKUMaJI, YTO C HUM MTPOUCXOIUIIO —
Be[Ib C METCTBA CJILIIIAJ O TOM, YTO HET HUYETO II030PpHEe [IJI MYXKYHUHBI, YeM II03BOJIAThH ce0sl 1anaTth
OPYTUM MYXKYMHAM, U YTO 3@ TaKOe OTPHIBAIOT XO35IMCTBO U OCTABIISIOT HCTEKATh KPOBbIO Ha
TOPOZICKOM TIJIOLIafy, a BCce, KOMY He JIeHb, IIJIIOIOT B IIpesiio00eeB, MBHIPSAIOT KAMHSME, 00/TMBAIOT
IIOMOSIMU ¥ HEYHUCTOTaMHU... HO OTell CMATYUTCS, KOTHa MOUMeT, 4To 3T0 CBEppUP BHE3AITHO CXBATHUII
€ro B TEMHOTE, a CaM OH HUKOTI'[a JaXe B MBIC/ISIX TaK OTBPATUTEIbHO He rperuni!

Ho orerr He nousn. [laxe He Jan eMy BO3MOXKHOCTH 00bICHUTHCS. HECKOIBKO pa3 IUPUX CIIbIIIA
TOJI0C MaTepPH, YMOJISIOIIEeX CTPaKHUKOB IIPOIYCTUTh €€ K CHIHY, HO BOMHBI KOHYHTa 0CTaBaJIACh
BEPHHI IPUKa3y rOCIOAMHA, He B3Upasi Ha MOJIbOBI, YTPO3bI ¥ IOMBITKY IIOOKYIIA CO CTOPOHEI
HEeCYaCTHOH XKEHIIUHBL. TaKxKe I0HOIIA CHIBIIIAI X C OTIIOM Pa3roBOp:
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— l'epopup, ctymait K cebe!
— Xapanbg, He 6ygb TAaKWM 3BepeM, I03BOJIb MHE YBUIETh MajIbYuKa!
— HeT, — KOHYHT BHIIJIEBEIBAJI CyXHe XKECTKHE CJII0BA, — 3TO JIUIIHEE.

— Xapainbf... BceMu 60raMu 3aKIrHa0! — DWPHUX CIIBIIIAI CTOHB MAaTePH, OH 3HaJ, YTO OHA
OIyCTHUJIaCh Ha KOJIEHU Ilepef BBICOKAM CBETIOBOJIOCHIM BOMHOM U IIBITAETCS 3aT/ISHYTh EMY B
riasa. — 9TO Xe ¥ TBOU CHIH, He Oyab TakuM xkecTokuM! OH elre ouTs!

— Ecnu Obl TH BUAeNa, KakK 3TO AUTS M3BUBAJIOCh OT ITOXOTHU IIOM KO3/IMHOM CBEPPUPOM, TIyIas
JKEHIIMHA, Thl caMa OBl TPOKJIsijia JeHb, KOTa Mpou3Besia ero Ha cBeT!

— Heropsii cobma3uun 6egHoro pebeHKa, UK 3alyTrall ero, a Thl He IT03BOJISelIh MHe Jaxke
PACCIPOCUTH €r0, ¥ CaM HUYET0 He JKeJlaelllb CIILINATh, — YIIOPCTBOBAJIa KeHa MPABUTETIS.

— U He moxkenaio! MHe OCTaTOYHO TOTO, UTO BUAEN MOU COOCTBEHHEIE I'Jla3a. ITOT YOIIONOK MHE
0o7Ibllle He CHIH. XOPOIIIEro BOWHA U ITPABUTENSI HUKOT A He BHIUAET U3 TOTO, KTO MIPEAIOYUTAET
oTHaBaThCs, Kak 6aba! 3aBTpa OH yMperT.

— Heeert!!! — Diipux 3aKMypHIICS, CTOBHO OT y[apa B CEPAIle, CTOIBKO 60K U cTpaxa OBIIO B TOJI0CE
MaTepH. A ero cOOCTBEHHOe Cepille KUIEe0 OT BO3MYIIEHUS — KaK OTell MOT TaK O HeM OyMaTh?!

— YBepute TOCIIOXKY B €€ IIOKOHU U He BBIHYCKafITe, IIOKa BCE€ HE 3aKOHYHUTCHA, — PACIIOPAOUIICA
KOHYHT, X €T0 TAXKeJIbIe IIdaT' CTUXJIX HAaBEPXY JIECTHUITHI.

OUpPHUX IPUCTYIIAJICS K BHYTPEHHEMY T'OJI0CY, ITPOTHBHO MOBHIBAOIIEMY U3 TTTyOUH CO3HAHUS, YTO
He TaK YK OTell ¥ He IIPaB, ¥ [OJIsS er0 BUHBI B IPOUCIIEIIEM eCTh — OH He OTTOJIKHYJ CBeppupa, He
TI03BaJjI Ha ITOMOIIIb, IT03BOJIKJI €MY YBJIedh ce0sT B BOLMOBOPOT HEM3BEJAHHBIX OIIYIIEHUH. ..

Emy He OBIJIO CTPAIITHO IIPX MBIC/IM O CKOPOM CMEpPTH — 3TOT'0 YYUIIU He O0SIThCS C PAHHEr0 JeTCTBa,
HO OBIIO TOPBKO YXOOUTH C II030POM, TOTHAa KaK HACTOSIINE MyKYUHEI TPOCTO 00sI3aHbI OBLIH
IIOKPHITH ce0s1 cllaBoi U MOTUOHYTE B 6010, C OpykHeM B pyKax, ciaBst OnuHa 1 Topa!

Bce, 94TO OH MOT, 9TO YMEPETH C YECThIO: BhIepKaTh Ha3HAUEHHYI0 Kapy 6e3 3ByKa, XOTs Obl YUTH
IOOCTOMHO...

[Tnomans nepen 3aMKOM C paccBeTa Oblna 3anpyKeHa HapoIoM TakK, YTO IPOLeCCUH, Be3yIlel
IIPUTOBOPEHHEIX, OBIIO He ITpoexaTh K 3madoTy, U KOHYHT PACIOPSAAUICS BEICTIATh KOHHBIX BOMHOB,
YTOOB! PACYUCTHUIN NIy Th NTana4dy U oxpaHe. 2KUTeIN CTOJIULILI TOTOBEL OBUIX I'OJIBIMU PyKaMu
pacTep3aTh IPEIIHOro sfpia, B CBeppupa Opocanuch KaMHIMU, KOMbSIMA MOKPOU 3€MJIA, HABO30M U
TYXJIBIMU OBOIIAMU. DUPUX C U3YMJIEHUEM BUIEJ, UTO K HeMy Hapor 6oyiee 61ar0CKIIOHEH, B HETO He
IIoIafao HU OJHOI0 IIO30PHOI0 CHApsa, a Kakas-To TOProBKa faxe 3arojocusa: «benHsaxeuka!
Kak ke ThI [TOTaJICS-TO B JIAIlEl K 3TOMY CO0JIa3HUTENI0?!», HO Ha Hee TYT XKe IPUKPUKHYI MyXK, U
JXEHIMHA 3aMoiiyana. JUpHUX C IBIIAIIIKM JIULIOM OCTAHOBUIICS Y NEPEBIHHOI0 IIOMOCTA, Ha
KOTOPHIY BHIBEJIU KYTKO U30KTOr0, HO TOPAO0 BCKUABIBAIOIIETO JIOXMaTy10 rojioBy CBeppupa. Manpuuk
1 00SJICS ¥ B TO XK€ BpeMS XOTeJI BCTPETUTHCS C HUM B3TJIAOM, YTOOBI IONIPOIIATHCS. .. ¥ XOTS OB
TIOHATb, YTO Ke 3TO ObI0 TaKoe... CTPaHHO, HO OH He HCIIHITEBAI HEHaBUCTY U OTBPAIleHUS K
ObIBIIIEMY HaCTaBHHUKY, IIOTYOHUBIIIEMY €TI0 XKU3Hb CBOEW Ipy00ii BEIXOKOM. 2KaoCTh ¥ COUYBCTBUE —
na. U emre — Oiipux He Bepus COOCTBEHHEIM OIIYIIEHUSIM — T'OPIOCTH 3a Sipja, TaK¥kKe PEeIINBIIero
YUTH C BBICOKO ITONHATOU I'OJIOBOX!

[Toka cynpsi B JIIMHHOM CUHEN MaHTHUU 3a4YUThIBajl IPUToBop, CBEPPUP paccMaTPUBall MPUTUXIITYIO
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TOJITTY, EMOHCTPATUBHO HE I'JIAOd B CTOPOHY KOHYHI'a BBICIIIEM 3HATH Ha erHOCTHOfI CTEeHe. HpI/I
IIOCJIeJHUX CIJIOBaX OOBHHUTEJISI OH Pe3KO O6epHYJ'ICH K Sﬁpnxy Hx rnasza BCTPETUIIUCE: T'OJ'IY6BI€‘,
MATEZXKHbIE 1 HaCMEIIJINBbEIE, 1 TEMHO-CHHHUE, IIOJIHBIE 0071 ¥ CMSITEeHHS.

— He 6oticst, MasbIi, 9T0 He cTpairHo! M He cepauch, YTO TaK BHIIIIO... TJIVIIO... S XOTeJI COeIaTh
TeOs CUaCT/IUBLEIM!..

— 3aTKHUTEe eMy nacTb! — B3peBen Xapanbd. — [lanmay, 4ero Thl Kaems?!

Tonma 0XuBKUITACh, 3aCBUCTENIA U 3aYJII0/II0KAa, B IPUTOBOPEHHOT'0 BHOBD ITOJIETENIH TPSI3b U KaMHU.
OpuH 13 HuX noman CBeppupy B I'Ia3. IUPUX 3aKMYPUIICS, KOTHa MTajay OOHUM JBHUXKEHUEeM COpBa
C sspna Genbiii 6aaxoH CMEPTHHMKA, BEICTABUB ITOKPHITOI0 00EBBIMU IIIpaMaMy BOMHA abCOII0THO
00HaKeHHBIM.

— BrI mornsgaouTe Ha 3TOro 6eCCTHIAHUKA — Y HET'0 U celyac CTOUT!
— A TO KaK XKe — pachaauics IIpyu BUEe CBOEr0 HeHarIagHoro!
— 3aTo majauy crmompy4dHee Oymet!

OpUxX OTKPHIJI T'Jla3a B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa UCIIOJIHUTENTb IIPUTOBOPA YXBAaTUI TeMHOTPUBOTO 3a
BHYIIUTEIBHBIX Pa3MEPOB OpraH U MOLIOHKY PYKOM B CTaJIbHOU mepuaTke. fApn CBeppup gaxe He
B3[IPOTHYJI, TUIIb BCKUHYJ pa30uTOe JIUI0 K CEPOMY NIPEArPO30BOMYy HEOY ¥ TPOMKO KPUKHYII:

— OpuH, TH BUAKIIL OECYMHCTBA 3TUX TYIHUI[ — OTOMCTH 3a Hac!

Meu manada OTCEK ero maoThk. ToJa B3BhIIa IIpU BUOE KPOBU U }KYTKOI‘/JI GHGJIHOCTI/I, pa3HHBaIOLHefICH
I10 JINIy oCedalouIero Ha IMIOMOCT MY2XK4YKWHEI.

OUpHUX CXBATUJICSI PYKOU 3a rOpJio, He B CUJIaX CHeJlaTh B3[I0Xa M 3aKpUyaTh OT yKaca. A mnasnay,
COTJIACHO IIPUTOBODPY, IIPOMNOJIKUT CBOE IeJi0. Ero MOMONTHYUK B TAaKOM Ke TeMHOM 0anaXxoHe
IPUCTPOUI K 00HaXKeHHOMY 3a[ly Ka3HUMOTO OCTPO OTTOYEHHHIN eJI0BEH Ko, [Tamau oT6pocun B
CTOPOHY Med U B3SJICSA 3a HEMOOHEMHBIN C BUAY MOJOT. Packayasn ¥ MUPOKKUM MaxoM BOUII KOJI B
noHUKIee Teno. CBeppup OBLI ellle KUB — OH HECKOJIBKO pPa3 COAPOTHYJICS, KPOBb XJIBIHYJIa U30 PTAa,
HO OH He U3[aJl HU 3ByKa. Tomna 3acTelia B KaKOM-TO CTPAHHOM OLleTIeHeHUN.

Oiipuxa Ouna KpymnHas Apoxks. OH He MOT 0TOpPBaTh PACIIMPEHHBIX 3PAaYKOB OT Y2KaCHON KapTHUHBI.
[TouTu Hap caMou ero roJ0Bou IIPo3ByyYar ronoc spia CHoppu [ITUKOro, COBETHUKA KOHYHTa:

— KgHyCh IpefikaMy, 3T0 yX&Ke CIIUIIKOM, Xapaisn!..

[Tanay omtyman Teno Ka3HEHHOTO ¥ B3TJISHY/I Ha KOHYHTa:

— OH MepTB, MOM rOCIOANH. [TprKaxeIb IPOO0IXKaTh CO BTOPEIM?

— IlocTou... — Xapasb[ NOOHSAI PYKY 4, He TJISOSA Ha ChIHA, XPUILIO IPOTOBOPUIIL:

— W3yponyu eMy JIALIO U OTBE3U B IPUTPAHUYHYIO IYCTOLIb. BEIXKMBET — MYCTh XKUBET... A HET — Ha
BCe BOJIs 60TOB! — 1, KPYTO Pa3BEpPHYBIINCH, IOKUHYJI CMOTPOBYIO IIJIOMIA/IKY Ha CTEHE 3aMKa.

— JlepXuTe ero Kpende, — NpUKa3aJs najayd ¥ CXxBaTuyl 6€3BOJILHO 0OMAKIIEro Jipuxa 3a AJIMHHbIE
BOJIOCEI, TIOMIHSJI €MY T'0JIOBY ¥ HECKOJIBbKUMU OLICTPHIMU CKOJIb3SIIUMU YOapaMu KMHXKala
MCII0JI0COBAJT JIUIIO IOHOIIM. ITI0TOM ero, 3aMBaloIIerocss KPOBbIO U 3aXJ1e0LIBAIOIIET0CS
UCTEPUYECKUMHU BCKPUKAMH, BIIUXHYIH B TEJIETY, HAOPOCUIN CBEPXY I'PyOyI0 POTOXKY U TIOBE3NIH BOH
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13 ropoxa. Bckope Jiipux moTepsisi CO3HaHUE OT GOJIH.

CnycTsl HECKOJIBKO Hefle/lb OH y3HaJ, YTO COJIaThl OPOCUIIM eT0 He Ha BEPECKOBOM IIyCTOIIH, a
BOIM3Y NMPUTPAHUYHOTO CEeJIeHUs, TIe ero Hallaa cofaka mactyxa. Ee X035iMH 0TBe3 UyTh KHUBOT'0
MaJIbYMKa K 3HaXapio, KOTOPHIM MPHUIIEST B y2Kac OT YBUAEHHOTO, HO B3SJICS BEIXOIUTH 0€3BECTHYIO
JKEepPTBY. DUpUX MPOOLIT B TUXOPAJOYHOM Openy HeCKOIbKO THEW, a KOTfia IIPUILell B CO3HAHKE, HOJIT0
He MOT HU4Yero BCIIOMHUTDH U TOBOPUJI C TPYAOM, 3aMKasCh U IyTasiCh B cj10Bax. CTapuk 3Haxapb HU O
yeM ero He CIIpallldBaJjl, TOJIbBKO MEHSJI TIaXHYIIe TpaBaMy U Me[OM IIOBSI3KHU Ha ero Julle u
OTIIaKBaJ MajbYuKa MOJIOKOM C OTBapaMH, OT KOTOPhIX HEMHOI'O CTUXajla XKyTKas 00Jb, ¥ IPUXONUIT
OOJITUH IIeJINTENIbHBIN COH.

Oiipux oueHb ocyab u ucxynan. BctaBaTe Mpy MOMOIIY CBOETO CIIACUTEJISI OH HAadasl TOJILKO Yepe3
mecsil. Ctapuk OTTH BEIBOOMII €70 Ha YJIMILY, 3aCTaBISI IIOACTABIISATh JIKIIO CONTHEYHOMY CBETY U
TEPIeTh 00/Ib. YMBIBAJ €70 POCOM ¥ 0COOBIMM HACTOMKAMHU M3 TOPHKUX KOPEHbEB, MPUKIIaAbIBA K
3aKMBAIOIIKM LIPaMaM Pa30TPeTyio MacTy U3 TJIMHHL U Mefia, IIOCTOSTHHO IPUTOBapUBas:

— JIromy KEeCTOKH, CHIHOK, @ 60TY MUJIOCTHBEHI, 1a ¥ 51 He 6e3PYKUM POOUIICS... THI ellle YBUAUIIb CBOE
mpexHee JINIO...

[TocTemeHHO JUPUX BCIIOMHUII BCE, YTO C HUM CJIYYMIIOCH, HO TOBOPUTDL 00 3TOM HE XOTEJIOCh, Ia U
n3paHeHHbIe TYOH cyIIanuck nnoxo. Ctapuk Orru 3afast JIXIIb OOUH BOIIPOC:

— Kak T1e0s Ha3wIBaTh, CHLIHOK?
— Kaxk tebe yrogso...

— Hy, cramno 6rITh, Ha30By Tebs1 Popu, Tak CBIHA MOET0 3BajId... OH JAaBHO YK YMep... a Teleph BOT TH
TIOSTBUJICS. ..

Popwu, Tak Popu, mogymasnoch Torga MajabYuKy. ApHCTOKPATOB TaK He Ha3kIBAJId, HO TETePh OH OBIT
HUKeM, 6€3pOJHEIM HUIKUM, 6e3M0MHEIM OPOOATol BHE 3aKOHA.

HeMHOro OKpenHyB, OH HauaJjl oMoraTh CTapuKy OTTH 110 X035MCTBY. 3HaXaph TOIBKO IIOCMEUBAJICS,
BU[IS, KaK U3 HEIIPUBBIYHBIX K TPYAY TOHKUX PYK IIOOPOCTKA BaJIUTCA MOCYHa, KaK OH HEJIOBKO
IIOMETAET IIOJIHl ¥ IIBITAETCS pa3kKedb OTOHb B II€4H. 3aTO HOBOSIBJIEHHBIM IIOMOITHAK OTMEHHO
YIIPaBJISAJICS C TOIIOPOM, PyOsi IpOBa, ¥ YMeJIO PacCTaBIIsyl CUIKM Ha ITUI ¥ 3ai1ieB. C HACTYIIJIEeHUEM
OCEeHU OH HayaJl BEIXO[XTH B JIeC Ha 0XOTY ¥ YaCTO BO3BPAIIajCA C IOOOUTHIM OJIeHEM, UJTH JIUCULIEH.
Crapuk npofaBa MKYypPH YOUTHIX JKUBOTHLIX ¥ y4YuI POpHU 3aroTaBiauBaTh MSICO BIIPOK. [lONTHMU
3MMHUMU BeuepaMU OH pacCKa3bIBal MaJbYUKy O peMecye 3Haxaps, O TalHBEIX CBOMCTBaX TpaB U
KOPEHbEB, MPEBECHOM KOPHI ¥ HAPOCTOB, 11eJIeOHBIX U SIIOBUTHIX rprubax u srofgax. Popu okazascs He
TOJIBKO YMEJILIM OXOTHHUKOM, OH YMeJI YUTaTh U MUCaTh, ¥ CTapuK OITH 4acTo mopydal eMy
IIepenuChiBaTh PELETITH U3 CTaPUHHBIX TPAKTATOB 110 BpaueOHOMY UCKYCCTBY. BecHOi HaCTymIuuIo
BpeMs II0Ka3aTh YUEHUKY, ITle ¥ KaK coOMpaTh Maphl IPUPOIL], KaK IPABUIbHO CYIIUTh U XPAHUTD UX.
C npuMeHeHHEM OH 3HAKOMHUJIICSA YyTh JIU He eXXeIHEBHO — K CTapuKy OTTH IIOCTOSTHHO
HaBeOBIBAJIUCH 3a I1eJIeOHBIMY CPEACTBAMHY OT JIOMOTH B CIIMHE U HOTax, OT 3yOHOU 601y,
PaccTpoMCTBa XKelynKa U O0J0THOM NTUXOPaiKK. 3HaxXaps YaCTEeHbKO 3Ba/iM K POXKEHUIIAM.
BecnnogHble, Uy UCTeKAIOLMe KPOBbIO KEHIIUHEL IPUXOAUIN I10J TOKPOBOM HOYM B €70 XUKHUHY.
3anmuBasCh KPaCKOU U IyTasCh B CJI0BaX, HaBeAbIBAIUCh U MYXKYHUHEI, yTPATUBIINE CUITYy U XKeJlaHue.
Crapuk Orru moMorasn BCeM, U IIOYTH BCErda ero je4eHrue 0Ka3hlBaa0Ch YCIEUIHBIM. A I0HOMY
YUYEHHUKY OH O0BSICHSIII, YTO [IeJI0 He CTOJIBKO B IIeJIeOHBIX CBOMCTBAX TPAB U IIPEIapaToB, JIOAU CaMU
CIIOCOOHEI ce6s1 BBIIEUUTh OTHOM JIUIIEL CUJION YOeXIeHUS U BepHl B CUJIBI Bpada. Tak IUpux
IIOCTHUTAJI a3bl UeJI0BeYECKUX TalH U KeJlaHui. 3a MATh JIeT OH Hay4yuJics pa3dupaThcs B
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IIPOCTEHIINX U NOBOJIBHO CIIOXKHBIX IBUXKEHUSIX TYII, HHOTHA MOT C TOYHOCTBHIO CKA3aTh, 0 YeM
IyMaeT TOT UJIK UHOM YeJIOBEK, UJTK TOTOB OBII IpeficKa3aTh CKOphIe JEeUCTBUS 0UYEePEeIHOTO
nanuenTa. Ctapuk Orru He MOT HapaZoBaThCs HAa CO0OPa3uTeIbHOTO U CIIOCOOHOTO yyeHuKa. 1
JIUIIH OMHO He yAaBaloCh MyIpOMY 3HaxXapio — OH TaK M He CMOT yOeouTh dipuxa B3TNSHYTh Ha ce0s
B 3epKaJsio. 3a Bce 9TH TOAH I0HOIIIA HY pa3y He BUJEN CBOET0 OTpaXKeHus. [laxe Kynasch B TIECHOM
03epe, UK CIYCKasiCh HAMMUTLCS K PEKE, OH KPEIKO 3aKMypPUBaJICs, TaHUuYeCKU 005Ch YBUAETh
CJenbl CTPaIlHLIX IpaMoB. M co6cTBerHOE muiio. OH mbITasncs 3a0BITh COOCTBEHHOE UM, TBEPAS KaK
MOJIUTBY: «Jiipuxa 6osbine HeT. OH ymep. Teneps g Popu». Ho Hekyna OblIO IeBaThCSA OT CHOB, B
KOTOPHBIX KOHTep DUpUX OBIT KUB, CMESIJICS, OXOTHUJICS, VYUJICS TaHIleBaTh, IPUMEPST KPaCUBYIO
ofleK My, BEIOMPAJ OpykKHe U CpaXKaJcCs C BBICOYEHHHIMU HaCTaBHUKAMU B IOPOTHX AOCIEeXaX... ITH
CHBI OBITM MyYHUTENIBHBIM MOCTOM B IIPOIITOE, KOTOPOE IOHOIIA BCEM CEPAIEM CTAapasics 3a0bITh.

[To ucredyenunu nsATOrO rofia ero npebuiBanus B goMe OTTH, 3a 3HaxXapeM U ero IOMOIIHUKOM
npuOBUIM U3 IPUTPAaHUYHOT0 3aMKa sipiia Onada TBepmonoboro. Komanaup HeGONBLUIOTO OTPSAa
pacckasall, 4To ero rOCIOAMH XKYTKO MydaeTcs: ¢ 00JIbHEIM 3y00M, paciyxia II0JI0BUHA JIULa, OH He
MOZKET eCThb ¥ IIUTh, TOBOPUT C TPyHoM, U TpebyeT npue3na Orru.

X X x

— CKopee BCero, TOMOYb MBI EMY HEe CYMEEM, JIUIIb OTCPOUYUTh KOHEIl, — IIEIHY 110 [0Pore
3Haxapb, — C 3THMU HAAYTHIMU aPUCTOKPATaMK BCEra Tak — 00paIiarTcst KO MHE B ITOCTIETHIOI
oudepens, KOTfla YMHUKHY Pa3HbIE, B IIeJIKa PSIKEHBIe, yKe Pa3BOAT PYKaMU, COIPAB C HUX 10OOIbIIe
cepebpa!

— VuwuTens, TH gyMaelnsb, spa Onad yMpeT u3-3a 3Toro 3y6a? 3aueM ke efeln?..

— A KTO MeHS$I CITpaIlIuBajl, YTO s gyMalo... Horu OBl JKMBBIMU YHECTH, €K€eJIX YTO... BOT O YeM [yMalo,
CBLIHOK!..

[Toka crapuk Orru ocMaTpuBaj 60IBHOTO, U3[AOIIET0 XKaloOHbIe CTOHE M OTBPATUTEIIbHBIN 3amax
THUJION TJIOTH, DUPUX OepaKasicsd IoAablle OT Jioxka oy 6aJgaxuHoM, 3a CIIMHAMU NOMAITHUX U
npucnyru apna. O6epHyBIIKCH, YTOOH B3TIAHYTh 3a OKHO, OH CJTy4alHO BCTPETHUJICS B3TJISIIOM CO
CTOSIIKUM COBCEM PSIHOM KPACUBBLIM IOHOIIEN C IHIIHBIMYA BOJTHUCTHIMU NTeTIeTbHEIMU JIOKOHAMY,
HeOpeKHO OTOPOIIeHHEIMU Ha3a ¥ Pa3MeTaBUIMMUCS 110 MKUPOKUM 1yiedaM. C CUJIBHO 3aTr0pesioro
JIUIa C UeanbHO PaBUILHEIMU JIMHUSIMU HOCa, OpoBel U I'y0 Ha Hero CMOTpPEJIM BHUMAaTEIbHEIE,
HEMHOI'0 OTCTPaHEHHEIE, U3y4aloliye ria3a INy00Koro CUHeTo 1[BeTa, 00paMIeHHEIe 0YeHb
IJIVHHEBIMU U T'YCTEIMU TEMHBIMU PECHUIIAMU, BRITOOHO KOHTPACTUPYIOUUMU C CUSTHUEM CBETJIBIX
BOJIOC U TEILJILIM MeplLaHueM TJIafKou 3aropesioi Koxu. Ha KpacuBo U30THYTHIX, II0-I0HOIIECKT
IyXJIBIX ¥ HEXXHBIX I'y0ax 3acThlla efiBa pa3jnduMasi yibli0Ka, IpUuieM OOUH YTOJIOK I'y0 OBl HEMHOTO
BBILIIE IPYTOTO, YTO, BMECTE C JIETKKMM MIPUIIYPOM BEK Aesajo JIULO clerka HafMeHHbIM. Ho Tak u
TI0JI03KEHO BHITJISIIETh 3HATHOMY MOJIOLOMY YeJIOBEKY. DUpHUX chesia 1iar B CTOPOHY, YTOOH
IIPOIYCTUTH IOHOIIY — CBHIHA, UJIM POACTBEHHUKA fIpJIa, K 10Xy 0THa. KOHOIIa TOBTOPHII €ro
IBUXKEHUE.

— [IpoctuTe... — SUPUX OTCTYNIUI B APYT'YI0 CTOPOHY. Y BHOBb IOBTOPUJIOCH TO XK€ CaMoe.

3aropesoe JIUIO0 3aMeTHO OGIeTHEI0 U MOKPHIIOCh MEJTKOM MCIIAPUHOM, HEYMOJIUMO ITPUOTHUKASICH
K JIUITy TOPaKeHHOT0 DUpHuXa, II0Ka OH He YTKHYJICS HOCOM B XOJIOOHYIO TJIafKYI0 IIOBEPXHOCTH
3epkarna.

«He MoxkeT OBITh, YTOOBI 3TO OBIIIL... 5I!» — OH ITOMHMII ce0s IOIPOCTKOM, ITOYTH PeOEHKOM,
HEBLICOKMM ¥ 00jIee YIIMTAaHHBEIM, a U3 CBEPKAIOIIEH TIafy Ha HET0 CMOTPEIT MOATSHY TN
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CeMHa[IaTUIeTHUH Kpacasell. OH YPOMJIHUBHIX IIIPAaMOB OCTAICh TOHKKE, CJIIOBHO IAyTHHA CJIEMH,
eIBa Pa3THYKMEIE Ha TIagKOM MOBEPXHOCTH IIeK ¥ BeK. OIUH U3 HUX, IePeCeKaoli HUXKHIOK I'y0y
1 Ton00POIOK, OBII 6osiee IMMPOKKUM M YeTKHM, OH BUOHEICS OeJI0BATHIM IITPHUXOM, U e[Ba 3aMEeTHO
MCKaXaJl COBEPIIEHCTBO IMHUK PTa, 3aCTaBIISAS TyObl KPUBUTHCS B 3TOM HEECTECTBEHHOU HE TO
ynbIOKe, He TO IpuMace.

Crapuk Orru cotBopun 4uyno ¢ ero nuiom. Ho sipna Onada crmactu He CMOT.

A B HOYb MYUMTEIbHOM KOHYMHEI X0351Ha 3aMKa Ha YKPEIUJIEHHYI0 IPUTPaHUYHYI0 KPEIOCTh Hamall
00MbIION OTPSM JTaHMapKCKUX BOMHOB. [10 3HaXaps U ero yueHuKa HOXOAWIM CIIYXU O TT00eHOHOCHBIX
moxopax apMuu JlaHMapka, TIOKOPUBIIEH [T0JI0BUHY cocefnHel ¢ HoppoanoMm Benruku. 1o Bcemy
BBIXOZIXJIO, YTO 3aBOEBaTEIU IPOABUHYJIUCEH TOPa3/0 Jasiblle.

3aMoK OBII B3AT IOCJIe CEMUTHEBHOU ocafbl. Bce, 0OKa3aBiirecss BHYTPY KPEIIOCTH, ObLIM 00bSBIIEHEI
IJIeHHUKaMU NpuHIla MaHbpena, OpaTa uMnepatopa KoHpana, 3a IocjiefHIEe CEMb JIET CTABIIETO
YyTh JIX He TIIOBEJIUTEJIEM BCEI0 KOHTUHEHTA. 3HATHHIM IIJIEHHUKAM ObIJIO ITPEIJIOKEeHO HaIliCaTh
POOHBIM ¥ GaHKMPAM, YTOOB! BHIKYIUTLCS U3 IjieHa. CIyr ¥ IPOYUX IPOCTOIOIUHOB, B YUCIIO
KOTOPHIX BXOIUIIM U 3HaXaph C Y4eHUKOM, 00bsiBuIM pabamu MaHdpena.

B mepBbie ke CYyTKH 3aTOYEHUS B IMOABaje CTapuk OTTH TUXO CKa3all JUPHUXY:
— 4 crnpimry, Kak 1o MOUM clieflaM KpafeTcs cMepTh. CKOPO MeHST He CTAHeT, CHIHOK...
— Vyurens!.. — KOHoI1a CTUCHYTT XOJTOOHYI0 KOCTSIBYIO JIaIOHb CTapuKa.

— Twume, TUIlle, HE IIYMH... S 3HAIO, YTO TOBOPIO, POpH... la ¥ caM TH 3TO YYBCTBYEIIb, XOTS U
OouIubCs MpU3HaThCs cebe, Ha3BaTh MPOCTYIO Belllb CBOUM UMeHeM... CKOPO THl OCTAHEIIbCS OOUH...
HO 5 3a Te0s CIIOKOEH, MabUUK... 5 MHOTOMY yCIIeJI Hay4uTh Te0s1, a 4eMy 5 He yCIIesl, Hay4uT
JKU3Hb... TAK YK OHa YCTPOeHa... A THl YCTPOEH TakK, YTOOH BIUTHIBATH €€ HayKy, nogo0Ho ryoke... U
IIOMHH, YTO ThI FOpa3fo CUIbHEee, YeM KaxeTcs Tebe camoMmy!

[Tox yTpo crapuk Orry Havas 3afbIXaThCs, ¥ DUPHUX MOOHSJICS C COJIOMEHHOT'0 HAaCTHIIA, YTOOH
KJIMKHYTh CTPaKHUKA U MIOIMPOCUTH BOAHL. A KOTla BEPHYJICA Ha3al, Ha HEr0 CMOTPENH 3aCTHIBILIKE
HaBCer[la BHIIBETIINE I'Jla3a YUUTEes.

Tak D#pux CHOBa OCTAJICS OOUH.

Bruxke K Beuepy B IOABAJ 3aMKa CITYCTHJICS 3aKOBAaHHBIA B CBEPKAIOIIKE JIATH MOJIONOU PHIIAPh C
HAaOMEHHBIM U XMYPBLIM BHIPaXKEHHUEM MSICUCTOTO NTUIa, OynTo 00BapeHHOT0 KUIATKOM. Ero
COTIPOBOKIAJM HECKOJILKO PHIIIAapel ¥ OPYKEHOCIEB, U DUPUX JOTAfAJICS, UTO 3TO CaM MPHUHI]
Manbpen SBUICS B3TISIHYTh Ha CBOMX HOBBHIX PA0OB ¥ OTHATh PACIOPSIKEHUS OTHOCUTEIHHO UX
CymbOHI.

Bpat umnepaTopa JlauMapka oTobpas ayis paboTH B CBOMX 3aMKax HECKOJIBKO CaMBIX POCIIBIX U
CUJIbHBIX MYKYMH, CTAPUKOB U TOXKUIIBIX CIYT IPUKa3aJl yIpaBsiomeMy cObTh Ha TOprax, 4YToOsl He
TALIUTLCS C HUMHU Yepe3 BCIo cTpaHy. KOHomIe#l 1 mogpoCcTKOB PO3[ajl CBOMM IPUOIUKEHHEBIM,
COTIPOBOXKMAs CHe eMCTBO CaMbIMU HETIPHCTOMHBIMU KOMMEHTApUSIMU U MOXKeNnaHusIMu. Cryias
ero, JUpHKX 3aluBajiCsa KpaCKoW THeBa M OTBpalleHus. M mpoxkan BceM TellOM, 0XKHfas CBOer
odepenu...

— O THI, ToxMaTas o0pa3uHa, BIe3ail U3 CBOEro yria! — ylnpaBidiomyii IPUHIIA TIOMaHUII €T0
PYKOH, BEIHyKasd IOTHATLCS U BRIUTH Ha CBET.
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— Oro!.. ®akernsl noBhIIIe! — cKOMaHAoBas NIpUHI] MaHbpen, fenad ar B HallpaBlIeHUU
HETIOJIBUKHO 3aCTHIBIIETO I0HOMM. — KisHych 60ramMu MpegKoB, Pafiu 3TOT0 IIPEKPACHOT0
9K3eMIIJIIpa CTOMJIO YOUTh Ha 3TOT HUKUYEMHBIH IPSX/IBIN 3aMOK IIeJIEIX ceMb fnHel! [Touemy ThI
OIIyCKaelllb I'JTa3K#, MOS IpejiecTs? 4 XKennao 3HaTh, KAKOT'0 OHM IIBETA... — IIPUHI] IOTHSIJI JIULIO
Ouprxa PyKOH B CTaJlbHOU NepyaTKe. — M3yMuTeNnbHEINM CEBEPHEIN I[BETOK... PaliHepuii, OTIIpaBh ero
B MOU IIOKOU. BEIMBEITE, pacdyecaTh, HAKOPMUTH U OfETh B IPUIUYHYIO OfeXKAay!

— Ila, MOii TOCTIOMH, — YIIPaBJISIOMINI IOTIHYJ JUpHXa 3a pyKaB pybaxu.
A oxpyXaroliye NPUHIA PHIApY 3aX0X0Talu B TOJIOC:

— OpeBaThb-TO 3a4eM?

— A HamreMy rocynapio HpaBUTCS BO3UTHCA C JIEHTOYKAMU U 3acTexXKaMu!
— O ma, 3aBOOUT mOXJIelle CTaporo BuHa!

— VHTepecHO, a 3TOT IpPeKpaCHLIM UCTYKaH IIOHUMAaeT Hally Peyb?

— HaBpsap n1u, MOM IIpYHII, OH IIOX0XK Ha KOPEHHOTO [jlaHa, a OHU BCe TYIble, CJIOBHO CBUHbU! —
PayiHepuil IOATONKHYJI CKOBAHHOTO yKacOM ¥ OTBpallleHHeM IOHOIIY K BEIXOY.

«XoTen Obl 51 OBITH TAKUM, KaK BH TOBOPUTE, MEP3ABIIBL: TYMHIM, HUYETO He TIOHUMAIOIIUM U He
YYBCTBYIOILIUM...» — B IETCTBE OH ITPOYEJI MHOTO KHUT U3 JIaHMapKa: JPeBHUX JIETeH U CKa3aHUM 0
CTPaHCTBUSX OTBAXKHBIX PHIIAPEN, YKPOTUTENIEN IPaKOHOB X MaroB-3JI0fIe€eB, O TI00BU IIPEKPaCHBIX
IlaM ¥ CTpaflaHusIX I0HEIX OPyKEeHOCILeB 1 TPy0anypoB, 00peYeHHHIX Ha 6€30TBETHEIE YYBCTBA K
671aropoOmHEIM KOPOJIeBaM U IpuHIieccaM. Ho OH u mpefcTaBuTh cebe He MOT, YTO PHIApH fora
OKaXXyTCs IIOXOTIUBHIMY O€CCTHIIHIUKAMYU U M3BpallleHIlaMy, TOTOBEIMU IIPEBPATUTL CBOOOTHOTO
yesioBeKa B paba u felieByio 3abaBy!

[Toka ero MbITA ¥ TPUBOMVIIN B MTOPSINOK, DUPUX 3aTPABIEHHO 03UPaJICs B OBIBIIMX ITOKOSX spJia
Onada B mouckax X0Tb KaKOT'0-HUOYAb OPYKuUs, YTOOLI HEMEJIEHHO PACCTAThCS C KU3HBIO U
IIPEKPATUTh 9TOT KoiMap. Ho ero uamMeHuunBas cynb0a 1 Ha 9TOT pa3 MPENofHeca CIOPIpHU3.

MaH(bpeJI SIBUJICSI B CBOM MOKOHU He ofuH. Ero COIIPOBOZKOAII HEBBLICOKUM CTAapPHUK B }er‘{eCKOfI
MAHTHUHU CO CBEPKAKIIXM OPOEHOM Ha I'PDyOH.

— IOHo11a 1 BOpsSIMb BEJIUKOJEIEH!.. — XKpell YyTh He 3axJIoNajl B UCCOXINNE JIafiou. — TeM mmaye
Tebe He ClefyeT UATH Ha IIOBOAY Y CBOUX XKUBOTHBIX MHCTHHKTOB U COBEPIIAThH TJIYIYIO OLINOKY,
OOPOroy MIeMSIHHHUK!..

— Isigst, st OBl He X0Tel 06CyKIOaTh CBOIO TUYHYIO XKU3Hb... — [IpuHII T06arpoBes o caMoi 1eu,
menasich IMMOX0XKUM Ha ITOPOCEHKaA.

— MeHsd TBOSI TMYHAs XKU3Hb HE 3aHUMAET, MOJIO[IOY 10BECa, — BOPUJIMBO OTBETUI CTAapUK, — IIOKa
OHa He MeIllaeT Jieny... A 3TOT MaJb49uK CTOJIb XOPOII, YTO €T0 I'PeX He UCIO0JIb30BaTh B HAIIIUX
1ensx!.. — CTapuK BEIpA3UTEIbHO NMpulllypuiics. — Haiimu cebe IpyTyio UTPYIIKY, a €ro OTIPaBb BO
gBoper!

— [Isigs1, moYeMy ThI CUMTAaElllb, YTO OH 00paTUT BHUMAaHME Ha 3TOTO0 faHa? MaibuuilKka Kpacus, HO
He HaCTOJIbKO, uTOOk! KOHpay yBIeKCs MM MOCJe TOro KpacaBua!..

S¥pux 3aMep C OIyIIeHHOU r0JI0BOM, U BeCh 00paTHUIICS B CNYX, a OAMS C IMJIEMSIHHUKOM IIPOIOJIKHUIIM
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CBOIO 3dHUMATEJIbHYIO 6GCGJIY, HHUMAaJIO HE CMYIIAsiCh €TI0 IIPUCYTCTBHUA.

— Jla moToMy, Oyphsl TBOSI T'OJIOBA, UTO TBOU OpaTel] JaBHO Y2Ke MaeTCs OT CKYKH ¥ TOCKH, U HUKaK He
MOZKeT HalTH cebe HOCTOMHHIN 00BeKT MiIst 000XKaHU. ..

— A Kak Xe 9Ta HambllleHHas 6e3geTHAs CyKa, Hallla uMnepatpuiia? KoHpay yxke IpecHITUICS CBOEH
6ecrogo0HOM Cympyron?! — UCKPEeHHE U3YMUIICS TIPUHIIL.

— Murnslii IeMsIHHUYEK, Tebe noyaiie Hy2KHO OBIBATH B cTomnuile! — YCMEXHYJICA CTaPUK. — Ecnu TH
X04ellb I[O6I/ITLCH GOHBLT.IGTO, YeM YIIPpaBJIEHHE IIOKOPEHHBIMU CTPAHAMH, HYy2KHO JEeP2XKaTh PYKY Ha
IIyJibCe CO6I>ITHfI, KaK SBHHIX, TaK ¥ TaUHBIX...

— [I71s1 3TOTO €CTh THI, YBazKaeMblit MOHCEeHbOP He bopHeins! — MaHdpen KapTUHHO U30THYJICS B
IIIyTOBCKOM ITOKJIOHE, ¥, MPUONIM3UBIIKCH K IOHOIIIe, HECKOJIKO pa3 o0oles BOKPYT Hero. — Mma...
ompeesieHHO XaJjlb He 0TBeJaTh CTOJIb JJAKOMOTI'0 O/II0/a... HO CTABKa U BIPSIMB BHICOKA... S ITOAAPIO
ero ceoemy o6oxkaeMoMy OpaTIly ¥ BCKOPe caM HaBefaloCh BO IBOPEI], YTOOKI ITOII060BATHCS KUCTIOM
poxken nepgu MapuoH! — OH OTJIyIIUTENIEHO PACX0XOTAJICS COOCTBEHHOM HIYTKE U XOTEI OBII0
MIOXJIONAaTh JUpuXa II0 IIeKe, HO I0HOIIa OTIPSAHYIT Ha3af.

— A 0H ellle ¥ gUKU!

— Twt mpocnenu, 4yToOw He cbexkan! [1o omexke OH HUIINY, a II0 BUAY TOpSYUX KPoBeH... —
3agyMuuBO Mpo6opMOTa CTaphlil XKpell.

— IToepmeT HABCTPEYY CBOEMY CYACTHIO B IEMAX U KOJIOLKAX, — HEJIOBUTO 3asBUJI IPUHI] U KPUKHYIT
KOMaHOWpPa OXpaHbl. — 3a0upait 9TOro KpacaByMKa. 3aKOBATh M0 pyKaM, OLIEHHUK Ha TOPJIO, TOIHKO
6e3 mmmoB! Y nenu yTo6 OB IPOYHbIE, HO HE CIMILKOM TsxKemse. U cnenuts, 4ToOH He
TIOBPEIUIN KOXKY — 3TOro paba s IpernogHecy B gap uMIiepaTopy!

— Ia, MO¥i TOCIIONWH, He TPEBOXKbCS, BCE CAeIaeM, KaK Thl MPHUKa3all.
Vke moKuaas MOKOU IPHHIIA, DUPHX YCIIBIIIA ellle ONHY HHTePeCHYIo ¢ppa3y CTaporo XKpelia.
— ZKanb, 4TO cYacThe y HUX OyIeT HeONTUM...

— Hy 4T0 THI TaKOe roBopuillb, Joporou aspawwmwka? Ilycte KoHpag HacnaguTcs B IIOTHOU Mepe U
IIPUBLIKHET K HEMY... @ YK IIOTOM OTIIPaBUM 3TO IIPOM3BefieHre O0TOB BOOTOHKY K TOMY, IEPBOMY
JIIO00BHUUKY...

Oupux BHYTpPeHHE COAPOTHYJICS, HO HU4YeM He Brifal ce0s. Bcio gonryio gopory oT 3aMka Onada
TBeprmonoboro mo BopoT KoporHoro 3aMka JlaHMapKa OH BCIOMMHAJ 3TOT Pa3roBOpP, IPUOTKPHIBIINYI
€My 3aBeCy UyKOU TaWHEI, ¥ rafaj, KakK Xe eMy pacClopsAfUTLECS 3TUM 3HaHUEM...

IToxm BnacTwiO MepPTBella

[Tpo1u1no monroma ¢ TOTO AHS, KaK JUPUX BIIEPBLEIE CTYIUNI Ha mopor KopoHHOTro 3aMKa JlaHMapKa, HO
BCSIKHP Pa3, IPOXO/s MUMO IOTHOXKKS OeJIOMPaMOpPHOM JIECTHHIIE, Bemyiie B TPOHHBINA 3ajl, OH
HEBOJIEHO 3aMHUpaJ Ha TOJIyIlare, ¥ TePIKUH 03HOO CKOBLIBAI €T0 TYORI M BCE YJIEHHI — OT
IIEPEKUTOr0 BOJTHEHUS U YHUKEHUS. M OT BOCXHUINEHUS YBUOEHHEIM. ..

Bort u celiyac, HanpaBsasaCh IPUBLIYHONU JOPOTOX OT CBOUX CKPOMHBIX IIOKOEB B IIEPBOM SIpyCe 3aMKa,
yepe3 6ecyucieHHbIe COTHEUHBIE NBOPH-KOJIOALEI C UCKPSAUMMUCS (PoHTaHaMU, TpeKPaCHbIMU
cratysiMu u 6acceliHaMH, BHIJIOKEHHBIMHU 1[BETHOH Ta/IbKOi, Yepes LBEeTYIINe Cafbl C PAa3HOIBETHEIMU
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MOPOXKKAMHU ¥ 30JI0THIMY IITUYBUMHU KJI€TKAMM, Pa3BEIIaHHBIMU Ha MCKYCCTBEHHBIX BETBSIX NEPEBHEB
u3 cepebpa u HeppuTa, K MECTY CBOEM CITyKOBI, IOHOIIIa 3aMEMJIUI IIaT, BCMaTPUBasiCh U3Malu U3-3a
MaCCHBHBIX KOJIOHH T'JIaBHOTO JIBOPa Ha y0erarolnyio BBHICh JlecTHUIY ThICSYU CTyIIeHEeH —
IIpou3BefieHre IPeBHUX MacTepPOB, CO3[ABIINX IMPEeKPaCHLIM 3aMOK Ha TOPHOM IIJIaTO Hafl MOPEM... B
TOT TTaMSTHBIN IeHb — IaMSITHBIM He 37T00HBIMU MMHKAMHU CTPaXkHy U He [ONT0XAaHHBIM
0CBOOOXKIEHNEM OT OKOB, HE YHUIUTEIILHEIM OCMOTPOM, KOTOPHIY YCTPOUIT MY Xymo¥ 60poaaThIi
CTapUK — JIeKaph BBICIIETO CaHa, U Jaxe He 6J1aKeHCTBOM OT KyTaHUs B TEIJION apoMaTHOH Bofe
OTPOMHOTO 6acceliHa U yCIyraMu OTBITHOTO U aKKYPaTHOTO LMPIONbHUKA, TPUBOAUBIIIETO B IIOPSAOK
€r0 POCKOIITHYIO IIIEeBETI0PY ¥ OrPy0eBIIyi0 OT COJIHIIA KOXKY, HE CYeT/IMBEIM BHUMaHUEM IIOPTHHIX U
paboB, TOCIIEIIHO OfeBaBIINX U 00YBaBIINX €T'0 B CTPAHHLIE JIETKHE OflesSTHUST U3 TOHKOU CKONIb3SIIeN
TKAHU ¥ HEBEPOSITHOTO BUfa 00yBb U3 TOHYAMIINX PEMEIIKOB BEHIKPAIIEHHOMN B aJIbIli IIBET KOXKHU
TeJIeHKa... [laMaTh Oiiprxa coXpaHHUIa He BCIO 3Ty YelyXy, HO OHa cOeperyia Oojisi HOBBIX
YIUBUTEIbHEIX CHOB SIPKOCTh U CUHEBY HeOeC HaJl OTPOMHBEIM 3aMKOM-JTaOMPUHTOM, B CDAaBHEHUH C
KOTOPBIM 3aMOK €T0 IIPeIKOB Ka3aJiCs XKaJIKoy KOHIOIIHEeH, HeueJI0BeUeCKYI0 BEICOTY CTEH,
YBEHUYaQHHBIX aXKypPHBIMU OalIHsAMY, paHTaCTUUECKYIO AJIMHY Tajepeil u nepexonos, OYATo mapsumx B
IIPOCTPAHCTBE Ha CBOMX TOYEHHIX HOTaX-KOJIOHHAX U3 PO30BOT0 MpaMopa, OTPOMHbIE COLIBETHUS
OOypsIOLIe MAaXHYIIUX I[BETOB-BHIOHKOB, KapaOKaIOIUXCS 110 CTEHAM U BUaflyKaM, HeXKHOe XKypJyaHue
MCKYCCTBEHHBIX BOMIOIAZIOB B BBIJIOKEHHEIX CAMOIIBETMU Geceikax — IPOTax CO CKaMbsIMU IJIst
oTabixa. M, KOHEYHO Ke, TaMSITHBIM MUT, KOTIa OH BIIEPBBIE CTYIIUJI Ha TUTAHTCKYIO, 3aJTUTYIO
COJIHEYHBIM CUSTHMEM JIECTHUILY, YKPAILIeHHYIO COTHSIMU CTaTy# C ¢akejlaMu B IMOJHSTHIX K HeOy
pyKax, ¥ BeOYIIyI0 B OTPOMHBIX pa3MepPOB KaMeHHHBIN 3ajl C HeXKHO-3eJIEHRIMU CTeHAaMU U MO3au4YHBIM
II0JIOM, 3allOJTHEHHBIN TIOIbMU B CTOJIb KPUYAINX ¥ OTKPOBEHHO OECCTHIHBIX HapsAmaX, YTOo IEeKH
Oiipuxa, 0o Toro OiemHBIE OT BOJTHEHUS, OKPACUIUCh PYMSHIIEM. My KYKUHHBI ¥ KEHIIUHL BCEX
BO3PACTOB C OTKPBITHIME BHIIIIE KOJIEH HOTAMH, B IIOJTYIIPO3PAYHEIX, @ TO ¥ BOBCE HE CKPHLIBAIOIINX UX
TeJl OfleSTHUSIX, VBEIIaHHBIE 30JI0TOM ¥ CBEPKAIOUIUMU KAaMEHbSIMU, C PACIyIIeHHbIMU, UK
CcOOpaHHBIMHU B 3aMHBICJIOBAThIEe IPUYECKH, B OCHOBHOM, TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU, OTKPOBEHHO
paccMaTpuBaiy ero, UAYIIEro BCel 3a rOpAeNIMBO BhIIIATHBAIOIIUM 110 OIECTSIIUM IIUTaM
npuHIeM MaHdpenoM, KOTOPOMY OHM HU3KO KJTQHSIJTUChH ¥ OCHITIANIA €T0 MPUBETCTBUSIMHU, KaK
BEJIMYANIIIET0 TIOJIKOBO/IA UMIIEPHUH.

Haxkonelr 3To 6eCKOHEYHOE IIIECTBUE 3a ITPOIaXIINM ITI0TOM PHIIIapeM B CBEPKAIIUX IOCIexXaX, U
HEe0OXOOUMOCTh CMOTPETh B €r0 0arpoBhIi OBIYUI 3aTHIIOK 3aKOHYHUIIKCH ¥ ITOMHOXKUS TPOHA,
BO3BBINIAIOIIET0CS HAJl 3aMOJTYaBIlel BMUT TOJIIION IPUABOPHAIX, ITOO00HO KOpabiio, BO3MeTOMY Ha
rpe0He TTeHHOM BOJIHBI — 0€JTblit MpaMOop MOAHOXKMS, CUHUN KOBEP C 30JI0THIMU Y30PHEIMU KaHTaMU
10 KpasiM, MaCCHBHBIE JIbBUHLIE JIAIlbl OIIOP, MTOAJIOKOTHUKY B BUJI€ TYTO CKPYUYEHHBIX MOPCKUX
PaAkKOBUH, U3PLITAOIIUX ITIOTOKKX 30JIOTEIX BOA, TOUEHBIE CMYTJIBIE IIAJTbIBI, YKPAIIE€HHBIE OTDOMHBIMU
candupaMu u pyOMHaAMU B U3BICKAaHHOM OIIpaBe, CTOJIb K€ 3aropesible, CTPAaHHO 6e3BOIOCHE HOTH B
CaHJaNMIX U3 30JI0YeHOM KOXKHU, Kpal OarpssHOM, CJIOBHO CBeXKas KPOBb, TYHUKH, IITMPOKUH I0SIC,
OXBaTHIBAIOIIUY CUIBHOE, JKUINCTOE TEJIO MOJIOOOTO MYKUMHEL Ha TPOHE... JUPUX He CMeJ, la ¥ He
XOTeJI MOMHSATD I'J1a3, YTOOH B3TJISHYTH B JIMIIO IIPABUTEJIIO 3TOTO MUPA, UTPYIIKON KOTOPOTO €ro
HaMepeBaJiCs CclelaTh HeHaBUCTHHIM 3aXBaTUUK, COJIOBbEM Pa3/IMBAIOLIUICS Y IIPeCcTojia — OH Oe U
m0OUT, U TIOYKTAET CBOEro cTapinero Opata HapaBHe ¢ Ooramu, ecinu He Oonbine! M BCI0 HETTOKOPHYIO
Benruky oH ckopo 6pocut K ero Horam! OH 3aCTaBUT TYIIEIX BAPBAPOB JIM3aTh MOMOIIBE OOTOPABHOTO
Konpapa, Benuyaiiliero u3 npaBuTesied Bo Bcer uctopuu!.. I3 yBaxkeHUsl K KOeMy OH, BePHBIU
COJITAT U TEePBBIN MMOANAHHEIM KOPOHE JJaHMapKa, faxe He MPUTPOHYIICS K IIPEJIeCTHOMY U
HEBUHHOMY I0HOIIe-paby, KOTOPOTO IIPETIOAHOCUT B lap CBOEMY BelTMKoMy OpaTy! — BOT Tak,
OTKpBITO, TIepef] BceMu! — JUPHUX 4yTh He 3aJOXHYJICA OT SPOCTH U 00JIM, ero HU3KO CKIIOHEHHOE
JIAIIO BCIIBIXHYJIO TEMHBIM pyMsiHIleM. OH Kejajl Okl POBAIUTHCS B CAMYI0 TITyOOKYI0 U3 TEX
IIPOTIACTeH, YTO OTEJISI0T HEIIPUCTYITHOEe 3aMKOBOE IIJIaTO OT BCETO CBETA, JIUIIb OBl He OBITh
BBICTABJIEHHBEIM Ha BceobIriee 0603peHue nepef 3Tol 6e3yMHOM pPa3BpaTHOM TOJIIION M UX
OTBPATUTENIbHEIM T'OCIIOTUHOM!
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— B03MOXKHO, THI Xopouio 06paLuaJ1c5{ C 3THM HECYACTHEHIM, noporoﬁ 6paTeu, HO BIIOJIHE OYEBHUOHO,
YTO I0HOIIIA He B cebe OT BOJIHEHUS U IIepeyToOMJIEeHHUsd. Kaxk ero 3OBYT? — T'0JIOC C BEPIIHWHBI OKA3aJICA
OTHIOOL HE I‘pOMOHOHO6HBIM " HE FPY6BIM, CKOpee MPUTIIYIIEHHO-YCTaJIbIM U YYTh XPUIIJIBIM.

— V Hero HempUTISIZHOE BapBapCKOe MMsI, TOCYOaph. ¢ pemus Ha3BaTh ero JUBUHIOM, —
CaMOIOBOILHO 3asIBUII IPUHIT MaH(pen, KOTOPHIH IpexX/e He HHTepecoBajICs UMeHEM IIJIeHHHUKaA.

— BoTt kak? U 0H 0T3bIBaeTCA? DUBUH/, MOXKEIIb HE CMYIIAThCS U OOHATH B3TJIAM, — IIPOIOIKUI
Konpap mocmne MEUHYTHOTO MOJTYaHHUS, BO BpeMs KOTOPOT0 DUPHUX YyBCTBOBAJI Ha CBOEM JIUIIE €T0
M3y4arIui B3TJIAL. ..

«Hy 4T0 ke, KOra-To 3TO BCe PaBHO [OIKHO CIYYUTHCS...» — OH Ha MCHOBEHUE ITPUKPHUT BEKU U TYT
JKe pacllaxHyJl UX, TOPHO0 BHIIPSIMUICS — O6ynTo 6pocuscs B IpomnacTh!

VimmepaTop Konpap oka3ancs CMyTJIEIM YePHOBOJIOCHIM MYXKYHMHOM JIET TPUALIATH, BECbMa KPaCHBHIM
Ha OnaroxesnaTeIbHBINA B3TJISMA, HO IIOJIHBIM TPEBOTH MO3T JUpHXa OTMETHII JIUIIEL O0IIHe YePTH:
KPYTOH BBICOKHUY 7100, TyCThie GPOBU U PECHUIIE, TEMHBIE IPOH3UTEIBHEIE TJIa3a, OKPYKEHHbIE
rTy0O0KMMH TEHSIMHU YCTAIOCTU UM 00NIE€3HU, TBEPHBIN POT, KECTKHE OUepTaHus HOCa, CKYI U
nomOoponka. OH, He MUTAs, CMOTPEJT Ha IOHOIIY, ¥ HeBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO IIOHSATh, HAXOOUT JIX OH IOHOTO
paba mpuBlIeKaTENIbHBIM, UK XK€ HET...

B3rmnsg noxoxkero Ha 4epHOro scTpeba MyK4YUHEI, 3aMepIIIero cipaBa y TPoHa, Ol Kyna 6osee
HacTOPOoXKeHHBIM. OT BCeil ero (pUrypsl BesJI0 MOIIbIO ¥ OTACHOCTBI0. JUPHUX [0rafacs, 9YTo 3TO U
eCTh rITy00KO HeHaBUAMMEBIY MaH(ppenoM 1 ero KOBapHHIM [Isified I'JlaBa UMIIepPaTOPCKOM IrBapauu 1
nyqmui apyr Korpapaa, rpad Beprpas me Bep, npegaHHbY TpaBUTeNo JlaHMapKa AYIION U TEJIOM C
CaMoro JeTCTBa.

«XBana 6oraM, YTO OH €CTh Yy HeTrO, a Ha4e OBl 3TU HEeronsaun OaBHO CBEJIM MMII€PATOPa B MOTHUITY U
3aXBATHJIXA IIPECTOJL...» — IIOAYMAJIOCh TOT'Ja IOHOIIE II0d IIPHUCTAJIBHBIM B3TIAO0M IIEPBOTO
COBETHHUKA U KOMaHIOWPA OXPAHEI.

[Tpunu Maadpern gBHO 3a0€CIIOKOMICS, BUAS 3aTIHYBIINECST «CMOTPUHBI».
— Ioporoit Moii OpaT, HeyKeNu 51 He YTOOUJI TROEMY BKyCYy?!..

Konpap u rpad ge Bep Germno nmeperisiHyIuCh, 1 BHOBb HEBO3MOXKHO OBLIO IIOHATH, UTO O3HAYasa 3Ta
HeMas CIieHa: IIpaBUTeNb UCKall 0OOo0OPeHUs UK MIOANePKKHY, CIIpallnBall COBETa, OBITh MOXKET?
OupUX HAaCTOPOXKUJICSA U BeCh BHYTPEeHHe CxXKaJicd. [IBOp 3aTauil AblXxaHUe — Kak Xe! Takoe 3pefulie
pa3BopayuBaeTCs y HUX Iiepef ria3aMu!..

W B aOCOIIOTHOM TUIITMHE OIPOMHOTO 3aJla BAPYT IIPO3BYyYasl IOJHEIM THEBA U IIPe3PEHUst rojioc
MOJIOOOH XKEHIITUHHI:

— Vmmepatop B BOCTOPTe OT BAIEro IOofapKa, MBI Oparer!..

Oiipyx MalIMHAIBHO 06EPHYJICS — CJieBa OT TPOHA, Ha MEHBIIKUX Pa3MepPOB MPaMOPHOM ITOMOCTE,
KOTOPBIY OH Jjake He 3aMeTUJI CIIepBa, Boccenana B OKPYKEeHUY LIECTH MIPUIBOPHEIX IaM,
3aKyTaHHas B [lepeNiuBalolleecs OflesIHUEe MOJIOfiasl TpeKpacHas XXKeHIIMHA — B TOYHOCTH TaKas,
KaKVMHU IOHBIY IaH IPUBHIK NIPEJCTaBNIATL cebe 3arafloYHbIX U U3BICKAHHBIX 1aM Iora: TOHKOKOCTHAS,
U3sL[Has, CJIOBHO JlaHb, C OTPOMHBIMU YEPHBIMU I'JIa3aMU U COYHBIMU I'y0aMu, C KOPDOHOU U3
CUSIIOIIUX 30JI0TUCTO-0arPOBEIM TJITHIIEM BOJIOC.

— Jlegu MapuoH, KakK Bcerfa, TpaBa, — efiBa 3aMeTHas ynbliOKa MpoMeNibKHY a Ha rybax Koxnpapa,
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OTKPHIB Ha MI'HOBEHHUE Psif 0eT0CHEeKHBIX KPYITHEIX 3y00B, — 5 BeCbMa [I0BOJIEH TBOUM IIOTAPKOM,
noporoit Mandpen!

«0O 6oru, HeT!!!» — X0TEI0Ch BOCKIMKHYTh JUPUXY — OH B TallHe HaflesAJICs, UTO THEB CYIIPYyTU
MMIlepaTopa IOCIyKUT eMy Hale’KHBIM IIATOM, YTO Celyac IPOU30MaeT Yyo, U IpaBUTEIb
JlaHMapKa npuKaxeT OpaTy yOupaThCs BOH CO CBOMM IIOJAPKOM...

— Ho MBI Tak ¥ He yCIBIIIANIYA OT 3TOT0 CEBEPHOI'0 KpacaByXWKa HU e[UHOTO CJIOBa, IIPUHLI, —
HacMeIUInBo 3aMeTun rpad me Bep. — Heyxkemnu T mpuKas3asl BEIPBATh eMy SI3BIK? I, 10HOIIa, Tebe
HPABUTCS MBICJIb XKUTh BO OBOPIE? — BHOBb OH CMOTpEJI IPSIMO Ha JUpuXxa, HO rjla3a ero npu 3ToM
He yIBI0aIucCk...

— Borocs, cusiTenbHBIN I'pad, OH ele HeCKOPO 3arOBOPUT — 3THU JaHBl Ha PeIKOCTh TYIION U YIEePTHIU
Hapopel], ¥ KpoMe COOCTBEHHOT0 BapBapCKOT0 Hapeuus BH OT HUX HUYETO He YCIIBIIUTE, HO 3aTO
KaKoBa CTaTh! — I'TyMIIMBO OCKJIA0UIICS OpaT UMIIepaTopa, fesasi BRIPa3uTeIbHEIN KECT PYKOH,
IIPU3BIBast BCEX COOPABIIMXCS BHOBh OIEHUTH BHEUTHOCTH FOHOIIIH.

— BBIXOOUT, OH HAC He MMOHKUMaeT?.. — 3aAyMunBo mpobopmoTtasn Korpas, ¢ BUOUMEIM 00JIeTUYEHUEM
OTBOPAYMBAsICh OT pa3rHEBAHHOU CYNpPyru. — YTO XKe, TEM JIy4Ille ¥ BeCbMa KCTATH... HEJaBHO MBI
TIOTEPSIN XpPaHUTeNsT [POOHUIIBL... ¥ 3TOT MOTYAIUBHIM I0HOIIA, €CJIH ITPOSIBUT OCTATOYHOE yCcepaue,
3anmMeT ero mecto! — KoHpap IOmHSAINCS, ¥ 03afjladeHHBIN €T0 CJI0BAaMU JUPUX CMOT II0 JOCTOMHCTBY
OIIEHUTh BHEITHOCTh CBOETO HOBOTO I'OCIIOIMHA — POCTOM M cTaThio Konpan JlaHMapKCKui He
yCTyIlan sipjlaM ero AajeKod POAWHEL, C TOM JNIIb Pa3HUIIEH, YTO TEeJI0 eTro He OBIJI0 TeJI0M BOMHA, HO
aTieTa, yIPaXkHSIOIIEroCs B CIIOPTUBHBIX COCTSI3aHUSIX, IJlaBaHUU U 0x0Te. Ha 00HaKeHHBIX [0
JIOKTSIX CMYTJIBIX pyKaX, IIMPOKOU TPYAY ¥ HOTaX, IPUKPHITHIX TYHUKOM [0 KOJIEH, DUPUX He 3aMEeTHII
HY eJUHOTO IIpama.

— OpHakKo THI eMy IIOHPABUIICS, TOCYAapb, — XOXOTHYJ rpad me Bep, cnyckasch ¢ TPOHHOTO
BO3BHIIMIEHUSA. — CMOTPH, KakK ria3eert!..

— BepTpaH, JOBOJBHO... 5T IPUHSAT PELIeHWe U He HaMepeH ero MeHsTh! — CTajb IPo3BeHesa
HEOXKHUIAaHHOU HOTOH B IIpexkae 6eCCTPacTHOM I'0jI0Ce UMITepaTopa, CTUPast YIRIOKY C JINII
TIPUIBOPHAIX, ¥ BHI3bIBASI TPUMACy UCKPEHHEeH Jocaibl Ha MSICUCTOM Nrile MaHbpena.

— Hy-ny, 6partell, He oropy4aiicsi, — KoHpaj XJIOMHYJI IPUHIIA 10 IIJIeYy, — 5 OLeHUJI TBOe JKeJlaHue
[OCTaBUTh MHe yHoBOIbCTBUEe! HO Ha CeromHAIHNY NeHb MHE BaXKHee HallTU HOBOTO XpaHUTET,
HexXKeJId HOBYIO MOACTUIKY! — MOcCJieHee CJI0BO BHOBb 000KTJIO IIeKHU Jipuxa Kpackol CTea, HO B
TO XK€ BpPeMs BHIXOIUJIO, UTO OOTH YCIIBIIIIAIM €70 MOJIUTBEL, M €My He NIPUAETCS HU yOrIaxkaTh
yyxKe3eMIla, HU 6pocaThCs B IPOIIACTh — €T0 XKAEeT UHOEe HUCIIbITaHue B BUfie pabCKOoM CTyKOB B 3TOM
OTPOMHOM 3aMKe...

«Ho s poxneH He AJist TOTro, YTOORl CMETaTh MbLIb C 3aMOPCKUX I'POBOB!» — XOTEIOCh KPUKHYThH B
CIUHY yhansiouencs Gurype ¢ 30J10TbIM 00py4YeM B TEMHBIX BOJIOCAX.

A y npunnia MaHdpena yecanuch KyJaku 10 IIOIyCMepTH U30UTh IJIyIoro HUKYEMHOTO0 paba, y
KOTOPOTO He XBAaTUJIO HU KPacOoThl, HA 00asgHusI, YTOOL 3aMHTEepecoBaTh UMIepaTopal..

— W pagu aToro s Tamm Teds yepe3 MOJTKOHTHHEHTA?!.. — OH 37100HO COIIYPHIICS U YKe TIOTHSIIT
PYKY, 4TOOBI OTBECUTDb JUPHUXY MOIIEYHNHY, HO IOHOIIY BHE3AITHO 3ar0pOAXyIia BEICOKAs MOIITHAS
¢urypa rpada nme Bepa.

— ITpuHnt, Tebe He mogobaeT NOJHUMATL PYKY Ha COOCTBEHHOCTh HAIIIET0 ITOBEJTUTEN. ..
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— Jla Kax THL... 4... 13, [a, 9TOT [TOJAapPOoK... IJIyIo... — IpobopMmoTtan MaHdpen, oTcTynas, u gepxach
PYKO¥ 3a HaJIMBIIYIOCS KPaCKOM IIel0 CO B3MYBIIMMUCS BEHAMHU.

«YT1006 Tebs1 pa3bui ymap IpsiMo 3[ech!» — OT BCel AyIu MoKenan eMy JUpUX.

— WpmeM co MHOI, DUWBUH[, UK Kak TeOd TaM, — IIOMaHUI ero PyKo# ApyT UMIIepaTopa, BHIBOAS
IOHOT'0 laHa U3 TPOHHOTO 3ajia Ha MIMPOKYI OTKPHITYIO rajiepero, OMOSCHIBAILIYI0 3aMOK.

Oiipux 3aMep Mepen OTKPHIBIIMMCS €T0 B3TJISAAY BEIMKOJIENINEM: JajleKO BHU3Y, Ha BEPIIXHAX
IIOJIOTMX TOP, PACIloarajuch 3aMKH MECTHOM 3HATHU C PA3HOI[BETHRIMU KPHIIIIAMHU U
Pa3BeBAIIMMHUCS Ha COJIEHOM BeTpy dmaramu. Ha ckimoHax ¢ 60raThIM pa3HOTPaBbeM IACIIHUChH
OTPOMHBIE CTafla ¥ TabyHHI. 10 IIUPOKUM POBHBEIM [OPOraM, Pa3berarmuuMcst B pa3Hbie KOHIIH CBeTa
IPUYYATABLIMY CEPIIaHTHHAMU, HECIIENTHO OBUTAIMCh IPYKEHEIE TOBAPOM KapaBaHH, a K BOPOTaM
CTOJIUITHI, TAKXKe OCTABIIEHCS HajeKo BHU3Y, HA XOIIMUCTON PaBHUHE, TPUOIUKAIUCH YYTh
OTCTaBIIIME OTPSAH TobenuTenei ¢ 6oraTor MOOLIYEH.

— JIo0yemnbcs Halllel 3eMyel, CeBepSIHUH? — YCMeXHYJICS Ipad, He 0Xugas 0TBeTa, HO UyTh
3afiepxKaJics y Pe3HOro napamneTa orpaxpjeHus, caM HeBOJIBHO IIUPe pacliaxuBas ryia3a U BTATHBAs
YYTKUMH HO3APSIMU HAIOEHHEIN COJIHIIEM U BCEMHU BeTpaMU BO3MYX.

Oupux, 4er B3ryAn ObIT IPUKOBaH K HEBOOOPa3MMOM MODPCKOM I'Jlafiv, pacCTUTAIONIENCS Ha I0Te OT
3aMKa, II0OYyBCTBOBAJI IPUJIMB KPOBU K CEPALY U Mapy TIyXUX yOapoB o pebpa, BO3BECTUBIINX:
«Cenuac, Uiy HUKormal»

— l'ocogus rpad, UMIIepaTopy rPO3UT OMACHOCTD... YMOJISIIO, IejaiTe BUM, YTO He CIIBIIINATE MEHSI —
TJIST JTIOfie}, 3aMbIC/IMBIINX IIPEaTeNIbCTBO, S IPOCTO HEOTEeCAHHbIHM YypOaH, KOTOPHIM IPUCYTCTBOBA
IIPU UX Pas3roBopax, HO He MOT UX MOHSATh... — JUPHUX BCe TaK Ke, He OTPHIBAsICh, CMOTPEI Ha
TUTAHTCKUE cephle BOJIHH ¢ OeNlbiMu IpeOHSIMY, HaKaThIBAIOIIEe BajlaMy Ha IIMPOKKE IlecyaHble
oTMesu 00epexkbsi C XKUBOMUCHEIMU 3€JIeHBIMU OyXTaMH U ITOKAYUBAIIMMUCS Ha BOoJe KOpabisaMu
CO CIIYIIIEHHLIMH TIapyCaMH, HO BCe# KOXKeH OH OIIyIIal U3yMJIeHUe M HallpskKeHue BO B3TIsAIe
3aMepIIero PsSaoM MYKYUHEL, U ITPOIOIKAJl CBOe efiBa CJIBIIIHOE ¥ TOPOIIMBOE IPU3HAHKE Ha IIOYTH
IIPaBUJIbHOM S3BIKE JTAHMApPKIIEB — TAaKOM, KaKO# OH YCBOUII U3 WX KHUT.

I'pad me Bep cnyman ero Monda, MpadHesl IULOM C KaXX[IbIM CKa3aHHBEIM I0HOIIEU CII0BOM, U CUJIbHEE
CTHCKHUBAs JIaIOHBI0 PYKOSITh IIMHHOTO TSXKeIoro Meda. Korga 9¥pux 3aKOHYUIT paccka3 Ipoch00ii
He BBIJaBaTh €r0 3HaHWe OKPYXKalIIuM, APYT UMIIepaTopa OIMYCTHUI Ha ero IJIed0 TIXKeJyi Topsadyio
JIal0Hb:

— Cnenyii 3a MHO#... 1 HUYero He Ooucs!

B nytu mo 6eccyeTHHIM IlepexofiaM ¥ 3ajlaM, OMHOMY [PYToro Kpaitie, fie Bep 6e33a00THO
TIEPEITyYUBAJICS C IPUOBOPHEIMU, OTBeYast Ha UTPUBHIE 3aMEYaHUS U OTKPOBEHHO IOXabHEbIe
IIYTOYKHY BOSIK, TPUOBIBIINX C MPHUHIIEM, OTHOCUTEJIEHO TOTO, B KaKOM OOIIIeCTBe OHU BU[IST
MoHCceHbopa Beprpana. Ho, efiBa Boiifis B MPOXJIaMHBIN CyMpPaK 60TaTo U B TO 3Ke BPeMsi U3bICKAaHHO
yOpaHHBIX BHYTPEHHUX ITOKOEB 3a OXPaHSIeMBIMU ABEPSMU, I'pad 0TOPOCHII CBOIO CAEePKAaHHOCTD U
T'POMKO TI03BaI:

— Kosnpap, ckopee cropaa!

ViMmmepaTop MOSIBUIICS CJieBa U3-TIOJ aXKyPHOU [epeBSHHOM apKu ¢ 60KaoM BUHA B pyke. I[Ipu Bume
Oiliprxa OH YOUBIEHHO BO33pUJICA Ha Apyra. ['pad MOTHHEHOCHO BHIOMII IOCYAY Y HETO U3 PYK.

— Onsats — 6e3 npoOsI?! Tl cIUIIKOM HoBepuuB K HeropsisMm! TTocnyiail TONbKO, YTO TOBOPUT 3TOT
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oHoma! A TH IIOBTOPH CJIOBO B CJIOBO, YTO CKa3adJI MHE Ha ranepee!

Oiipux 6e3 3aIMHKY IIOBTOPUJI CBOM paccKas, XOTs BOJIHEHME He OCTaBUJIO er0 — y Hero ObUIO Takoe
OLIyIIIEHNE, YTO OH BCE-TaKK OPOCAETCS C TOJIOBOM B KYTKYIO IIPOIACTb, HOBEPSS 9TUM YyXKaKaM
CBOIO XM3Hb, Crlacas Ux...

— Temneps-To TH MHe Bepuiib?! Y Oymems X0Th YyTOYKY O1aropasyMHee U oCcTopoxHee?! — BepTpan
ne Bep Tpsic 3a nmeyu NOTePSBIIEro Jap pedr, pacTepsIHHOTO UMIlepaTopa.

Ho, Bompeku mIOHUMaHUIO JDUpHXa, OTHIONL He IPefaTeIbCTBO OIMKANIINX POICTBEHHUKOB TakK
TI0PA3UJI0 IAPCTBEHHOr0 IbBa. OTTONIKHYB APYyTa, OH IIOBEPHYJICS K IOHOIIE U MOOEIeBIIHME OT T'HeBa
U HaPSXKEeHUs Ty6aMu MPOIIEITall, a CKopee MPOXPUIIeNt:

— Tak, [Tureo 6bi1 youT?.. HeBeposiTHO... Thl yBEPEH, YTO MOHSIT TPABUILHO?..
— IuHeo?.. — JUPHX B3TJIAHYI Ha Tpada, ¥ TOT oAcKa3an: «Bo3mobnennsit Konpapa...»
— Ila, rocymaps, s YBEPEH, YTO BCE PACCIIBILIAT U TIOHST BEPHO!

— W onu cmesnuck mpu 3ToM?.. CroBapuBasich IOTyOUTh U TeOsI, eCNIU THI 3aliMelllb eT0 MeCT0?.. — B
YepHBIX 3payKax UMIlepaTopa MjiecKaauch 00Ib U OTYasgHUE.

SI;IpI/IX €l1Ba BRINEP2ZKHKBAJI 3TOT BI3TJIAL 6GSYMI_Ia, HO HE OIIYCTHUIJI T'OJIOBEI, IIOBTOPAS:

— [la, s yBepeH, YTO 3T ABOEe HaMepeBaloTCs NIPUYUHUTE Tebe He TOIBKO BpeX, HO U elle Oonee
CUJIBHYIO 0OOJIb...

MrHoBeHue KoHpan CMOTpesT Ha HEr0 CBOMM JKYTKHMM 3aCTHIBLIIMM B3TJISIIOM U BHE3AIMTHO Pa3pa3uiICs
T'POMOBBLIM XOXOTOM, OT KOTOPOTO Y IOHOIIX 110 BCEMY Tejly mpobexai 03HOO:

— A s He [OCTaBIIO UM Takou pagoctu! 4 Gonbine He uyBCTBYIO 6omu! [ToToMy 4To 5 ymep! A ymep
BMecTe ¢ [IluHeo!!! — oH corayscs momnojaM, 3ax1e0bBasiCh COOCTBEHHBIM CMEXOM, OT KOTOPOT0
OpOXKaju CTEHHI.

I'pad me Bep mombITaICs 3aXKaTh €My POT PYKOM, HO 6€3yCIIeIHO — UMIIePAaTOP METAaJICS II0 CBOMM
OTPOMHBLIM ITOKOSIM B HAaKaTHBIIEH HCTEPUKE, BEIBOPAUMBASCH U3 KPEIIKUX OOBSITHH ¥ He CIIyIIast

npyTa.

Barnsam dipuxa yman Ha KYBIIMH C BOmOH ¥ mbooM. OH CXBAaTHII €T0, MOACKouus K KoHpany u
BBITIJIECHYJT COMEPXKKUMOE ITPO3PAYHOT0 COCYa MPSMO B JIMIIO MIPABUTEI0, 00IUB U PyKH rpada
3a0[HO.

— IIpocTuTe, HO TaK B MOEM CTpaHe IPUBOIST B YYBCTBO O€CHOBATHIX U 3aCTUTHYTHIX TOPEM...

VimMmepaTop 3aCThUI HETIOABUKHO, 3aTeM (DLIPKHYJI, OTIIJIEBLIBASCH OT BOAHI, rpad Moda mopan emMmy
CyXO0e TIOJIOTeHIIe, B35ITOe C HaKPHITOTO [AJIS JIETKOM Tparne3sl CTOJINKa, KOPOTKUM B3TJISIAOM BhIpaxKas
onoOpeHMe BHE3AITHOMY ITOCTYIIKY IOHOIIX U YCIIOKauBas ero caMmoro.

— HITak... 4TO TH IIO3BOJIUIIL MHE IIPEANPUHATE?..
Konpap oTOpocu monoTeHIle ¥ OCTAHOBUJI APyTa U COBETHUKA KECTOM PYKHU:

— ITo3xe... — 3aTeM OH 00epHYJICSA K DUPUXy, — 5 HOMKEH mobaarogapuTh Tebs, I0HOIIA... — rIas3a
MYy2KYUHEI 00JIbIIIE HE CBEPKaIu 6€3yMueM, OHU BHOBb Ka3aJIUCh OBYMST OECCTPACTHBIMU TEMHBIMU
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oMyTaMH, — JWBUH], Aa?..

— IlycTts — O#BUHA, MHE BCE PaBHO... — OBIBIINI KOHTEP I'IyOOKO B3OOXHYJ, OTCTyIas Ha3af,
0CO3HaB, YTO PaCCTOSIHYE MeXKAy HUM U IIpaBUTEJIeM MHUPa COCTaBJIIeT BCEro mapy maros. — U He
cTouT 6J1arofapHOCTH, TOCYAaph, s MOCTYIUN TakK, KaK HOJIXKHO, U TOJIBKO.

— Thl ©MeelTh IpEACTaBIIEHNEe 0 3aKOHAX YeCTH, — UMIIEPATOp CHSJI C MaJiblla MaCCUBHOE KOJIBIO C
JKeJITHIM, CJIOBHO TJla3a 3BEPSI B TEMHOTE, OOJIBIINM OBaJIbHBIM KaMHEM, — HOCH MOM [iap B aMsTh 00
3TOM OHE, ¥ ecnu Tebe caMoMy Korfa-HuOynb MOHaLOOUTCS TIOMOIIE. ..

Oiipux OTCTYIUII ellle Ha IlIar, 3aropaxkuBasch 00eMMy pyKaMu OT IPOTSHYTON Ha JIaJOHU
[ pParoeHHOCTH.

— Her, HeT, rocynaps, s He MOTY 9TO IIPUHSTE... €CJIU TH, KOHEYHO, He X0Yelllb TOTyOUTh MEHS. ..
I'pad me Bep kuBHyN:

— HeﬁCTBHTeHBHO, KOHpaJI, IOHOIIIA ITPAB — HEJIb35 HaBaTh UM IIOHATE, YTO OH BOOﬁHJ;e OBIIT 30€eCh, U
4YTO YOOCTOHUIJICSA TBOETrO BHUMaHUS! OT6J'Ia1"OJIapI/I €ro KakK-TO HHa4e, IIOBEJINTEJIb, KOT'oa BCe
3aKOHYHUTCA...

— ITa, 3TO pa3yMHO, — COTJIACHJICS TPABUTEJIb, BO3BpPaIIas KOJIbI[0 Ha MECTO, — a MTOKa YTO CleaeM
BOT 4YTO, — OH IIOJOIIEN K BEICOKOMY IepeBSIHHOMY 010p0, B3SJI JIUCT CBETJIOTO IIepraMeHTa U Iepo C
IPUYYATABLIM [TePEIMBYATHIM OMEPEeHNEeM, KaKuX JUPHX Mpexkae HY pa3y He BUMel, U Halucall
HECKOJIBKO CJIOB, 3aTeM Ilepefasl IUCT Apyry. — Kak Tebe Takoe pemieHue?

— CoBceM gpyroe pmeno! — yneibHyncs rpad. — Y, rnaBHOe, HA y KOTO He BRI30BET MTOI03PEHNUM, UTO
THI HE TT03KeJIan BUAeTh paba xpanuTeneM 'poOHUITEI!.. — OH, B CBOIO 0O4Yepenb, Iepenars mepraMesT
I0HOIIIe. — JTO TBOS cBoOOfa, xpabpen. Eciu moxernaelns, MOXKeITh B JII000i MOMEHT BEPHYThCS Ha
ponuny. Unu ocTaThbCs 30€Ch U BEPHO CIYXKHUTH HAIlleMy TOCIOAUHY, JOCTOMHOMY U HE TaKOu
npenanHoctu! Tebe pemars...

[Tog M3y4yarolMMy U BHUMAaTEIbHBIMU B3TISOaMy ABOUX MYXKYKWH JUPUX CIETKa PacTepsCs.
— 4 He 3HAIO, YTO U CKA3aTh...

— Ceiiuac Tebe HyKHO OTHOXHYTh, BHICTIATHCS, ¥ IIOCTAPATHCS 3a0KITh 000 BCEM, UeMy ThHI CTall
HEBOJILHEIM CBUETEJIeM, — IT'PYCTHO YIBIOHYIICS UMIIEPATOp, — M03Ke peluib... U cmacu6o, 94To He
110060s171CsT 3aroBOpuUTh!.. BepTpaH, BEBeIU €ro He3aMETHO U T03a00ThCsI, YTOOH! IOHOIIY XOPOIIIO
YCTPOUIIH.

Oiipux ocTascs BO IBOPLe U BCKOpPe MPUCTYNUII K 00513aHHOCTSIM XpaHutens ['pobuuns [TuHeo —
IpeKpacHoy 6e1I0MpaMOPHOM YCHIIATbHUIIBI IIOKOWHOT0 (paBOpUTa, PpeaMeTa HeYCHITHON 3a00TH 1
BHUMaHUA IIpaBuTens Jlanmapka. BelBIMY KOHrep, KOTOPBIY BOT y2Ke BTOPOY pa3 B KU3HU HEBOJIBHO
CMEHUJTI UM, U Tellepb 3BaJiCa DUBUHIIOM, BCKODe IlepecTall faXke onacaThCs 3a COOCTBEHHYIO XXKU3Hb
— npuHll MaHbpeq yepe3 MecsI] OTOBIT B HOBBEIY T0OETOHOCHBIN ITOX0, @ UX C UMIIEPATOPOM A4S
OTIIPaBUJICA B CBOU 3aMOK, PACIIOJIOKEHHEIN Ha OCTPOBE, B TPEX OHSIX MOPCKOIO IIYTU OT CTOJIULIEL.
CaM ke Jiipux fenan BU, YTO C TPYAOM IIOCTEIIEHHO NIPUBLIKAET K HOBOMY AJis Ce0s1 I3BIKY U
HOBOMY MUPY BOKpYT. [locnenHee He OBIIIO HEIIPaBHOM.

ToOpoxKenaTeNnbHbIM U CTEIIEHHBIM MaXkKOPIOM ABOPA BBEJI HOBOT'O XPAHUTEIS B KPYT €r0
00s13aHHOCTEH, a M06e3HbIE U TPeNyIPeauTeNIbHbIE MaIbUUKU-TIakKK B Te€YEeHHE MTePBHIX THEU
cnyk0bl HEM3MEHHO COIIPOBOXKANIN Jiiprxa OT ero KOMHAT [0 BUTOM PeILIeTKH, Befylllei Ha MOCT,
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COeNUMHSIOMINY 3aMOK ¢ ['poOHHUIIEeH, BEICTPOEHHON HAa OTBECHOM CKaJie HaJ MOpPeM, U OKPYKEeHHOMI
CTPOMHBIMU KUIIAPUCAMU U aXXyPHBIMU COCHAMM. HUKTO, KpoMe UMIIepaTopa U XpaHUTEIIsT He MOT
BCTYIUTH Ha 9TOT MOCT. [laxe rpad me Bep, Tenepb HeM3MEHHO COTPOBOKIAOINH ITOBCIOMY CBOETO
IpyTa U MOBEJIUTEISI, 0CTaBaJICs 110 Ty CTOPOHY BOPOT, TEPIIEIMBO 0XKUIAsI KMIIepaTopa, KOTOPHIH
MOT YacaM¥ I'Pe3UTh 0 HECOBITOYHOM, MTPUKABIIUCH TOOM K KaMeHHOM KPHIIIKe capKodara, uiu
0e3MOIBHO TJISIAS Ha CTATYIO IIPEKPACHOT0 MIMHHOBOJIOCOTO IOHOIIN C 3aJyMYHUBO CKJIOHEHHBIM
JIUI[OM ¥ TOYEHBIM TeJIOM. DUPHUX CJIBIIIAJ OT IIPUABOPHEIX U CIIYT, YTO CKYJIBIITOP HUYYTh He
IPUYKPACHIT OCTOMHCTBA ITOKOMHOT0 — [[MHEO0, CBIH OMHOT'0 U3 COBETHUKOB UMIIEPATOPA,
OKOpuBIIKi cepanie KoHpasa, ¥ TpoBeAlIni PSmoM CO CBOUM IIOBEIUTEJIEM ITapPy CUACTIUBEIX JIET,
moru0 MpH 3arafovyHbEIX 00CTOSTENTHCTBAX B BO3PACTE ABAAIATH JIET U B PACIIBETE CBOEHM KPACOTHI...

Tak>Ke UpUX y3HaI UCTOPHIO CBATOBCTBa NpHHIIA MaH(pena K mpekKpacHoi neau MapuoH, ¢
KOTOPOM OBLI IIOMOJIBJIEH C OETCTBa — IIPHHIy OTKa3a/Ik B YOy ero cTapiieMy 6paTy, Ybs HEBeCTa
BHE3aITHO yMepJiia oT 00JIe3HU JIeTKux, 1 KoHpay pemumnn BCTynuThL B 6pak ¢ HeBeCTou OpaTa,
IpefCcTaBUTENbHULIEH HanboJiee 3HATHOTO U3 POAOB rocyAapcTBa. Mnanmuii Opat uckan 3a0BeHUS B
BOMHE — 9TO JUPHX ellle MOT IIOHSATh, HO HEHaBUCTh BCErfa BhI3bIBajla B HEM HETOJOBaHUE — CaM OH
TaK U He Hay4MJICS HeHABU[IEeTh, HE B3UpPas Ha BCE yIaphl CyabOHL.

CnoxHee OBIJIO TIOHSITH MOTUBEL O UMIIEPATOPA, TOJKABIIKME €T0 K ITpeaaTeIbCTBY, HO U 30eCh BCe
CKJIaIBIBAJIOCH B JIOTHYHYIO U 60Jiee Uid MeHee SICHYI0 KapTUHY — U3 00PHIBKOB UyKHUX Pa3rOBOPOB U
CIIJIETEH, 10 KOTOPHIX IOHBIM XpPaHUTEIb He ObIJI 0X04, HO C KOTOPHIMU HEM3MEHHO CTalIKUBAJICS, KUBS
BO [IBOPIle. BepXOBHEBIN Kpel] CYUTAJl CTapIlero IIeMsIHHUKA U3/IHUIIHe MATKHAM IIpaBUTEIIEM,
OTIMPAIOIIMMCS He Ha Tpy0yIo BOEHHYIO CUITY, @ Ha CUJIy MHTEJIEKTa U TPEeIIPUHUMATETECKUX
crmocobHocTel. KoHpama OKpyKasid 3CTETH U TOPTOBIILI, aPXUTEKTOPH U YYEHBIe, My TeIeCTBEHHUKHU
1 103TH. OH He 0c000 KajoBaj rPyOLIX BOSK, CIVIOTUBIINXCS BOKPYT MiIafiIero 6paTa, mpeamodyuTast
BOMHE 0XOTY, HACUJINIO — JIeTKHe 3a0aBbl JOOPOBOJILHOM JTI00BH, IbSHEIM MUPYIIKAM — MY3bIKaJIbHBIE
Y CIIOPTUBHBIE COCTsI3aHUs. MCKITI0OUeHNEe COCTABIISIIA MOHCEHBOD fie Bep u ero OpaBhble IBapHenlibl,
HEU3MEHHbIE CTPAXKU U CIYTHUKYU UMIIEPATOPa, HETJIaCHOEe TOKPOBUTETHCTBO KOTOPHEIX HE pa3
cracajo Jd#puxa 0T JOMOTATeIECTB CO CTOPOHBI U3TUIITHE MBUTKUX MMOKJIOHHUKOB. [I0OCKOJIBKY B
JlaHMapKe TPUHSATO OBIJIO OTKPHITO YXaXKUBATh 34 IPEICTABUTEIIMU 000UX II0JIOB U TFOOBIX
BO3PACTOB, ¥ IBOP BCKOpe YOemuIICs, YTO IOHBIN XPAaHUTEIb OTHIONb He IIPOBOAUT HOYH B
OTI0YHBaJIbHE UMIIEpaToOpa, YTO He COOTBETCTBOBAJIO OBl ¥ COOOpaKeHUSIM MEeCTHOM MOpalu, y
KpacaBlla flaHa BCKOPe MOSBUIACH 1ieflas apMus 3HATHHIX, 60TaThIX U TaJaHTIIUBHIX 000XKaTesen.
[To3ThI TOCBSILIIATI EMY CBOM CTHXM. MeIlleHaThl UCKYCCTB 3aKa3hIBaau ero nu3obpaxeHnus. Emy
TIPUCHITAIM JOPOTrUe MONAPKY ¥ IPUTJIAIIeHus Ha MUPH ¥ 0XOTH. Ho Jiipux oTBepra Bcex, He
JKeqasi BCTyIaTh JaXke B PA3TOBOPHI C OTOPYEHHBIMU IMOKJIOHHUKAMHU. OH MPUBHIK K CTPAHHBIM
HpaBaM CBOEW HOBOM POOMHEI — a MHA4Ye OH U He XKeJlal BOCIPUHUMATD 3TOT AUBHBIN 110 KPacoTe
Kpal C 1a3ypHBIMU HeGecaMu U OeCKpaltHUMU COTHEYHBIMU IIPOCTOPaMu! — HO He Keman
TIOKOPSITHCST UM B YTOAY YbEU-TO MIPUXOTH. A er0 cCOOCTBEHHOE CEP/Ie MOTYAs0, KaK ¥ Ipexye...

OOneneHHblEe MYKCKUM BHUMaHNUeM [JaMbl TakxkKe Opocany Ha IIPeKpacHOr0 XpaHUTeNId IIbIIKYe
B3rIsigbl. He pa3 u He gBa Jiipux 3acTaBajl B CBOMX ITOKOSX IPOOPABIUIYIOCS TallKOM CTPOMHYIO
GuUrypy B CTPySIIUXCS LIEJIKax, HO ¥ 3[eCh OH 0CTaBaJICS XOJIOAHBEIM, CJIOBHO JIe[], OTIpaBAbIBas
coOcTBeHHOe Tpo3Bullle — CeBepHHIN IIBETOK, MOIYYEHHOE C JIETKOM pyKu npuHIila MaHdpena,
ceryac ocaxpaaBIIero ropoja ero fgajaeKou 3aCHEXKEeHHOU POOUHEL...

... DUPUX [aBHO yKe HAay4UIJICS HAXOOUTh JOPOry K I'po0HUIE, CaMOMY OTHAIEHHOMY CTPOEHUIO BHE
npenenoB KoporHoro 3aMka, 6e3 momoty maxei u pabos. BoT u celiyac 0H YyBepeHHO IIeCTBOBAJ
yepes [IBOPHI U ITepeXofibl, TOKa He JOCTUT IIeHTPAJIbHOTO OBOPa, 60JIbIle MTOX0KET0 Ha T'JIaBHYIO
TOPOJCKYIO TIJIOIIaAb, U OPOCUII B3TJIAA Ha TOJHOXKKE JIECTHUIIBI, 10 KOTOPOY TTOAHSJICS POBHO
II0JITOfla Ha3af... bosbllle eMy He TOBOOUIIOCH ObIBaTh B TPOHHOM 3ajie ¥ TapafiHbIX IIOKOSX 3aMKa.
Emy TaMm Heuero Owino menaTh. Ero 003aHHOCTH YBOAUIIM €T0 JaIEKO0-JaleKo OT XKypyalux
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(GOHTaHOB, Pa3HOLBETHHIX BUTPaXkKel U YIOTHHIX 0€CeJOK — B CTPOTHH MOIyMpaK 0co00ro Mupa
['po6uuLbl, Mupa, rae uapunu [leyams u CMepTh.

OpHaxmael, OyIy4Yu BEIHYKOEH MOKUHYTh MECTO CJIy2KOBI PaHbIIle, YeM UMIIePaTOpP COBEPIIUT CBOH
€JXKeHeBHBIN BU3UT, ITOCJIE KOTOPOT0 JUpux MOT ObITh CBOOOMIEH, — BHE3AITHO 3aKOHYMUJICS 3arac
671arOBOHHOTO MacJjia, KOTOPHIM OH 3aIPaBJIsiyI CBETUILHUKY IJISI HOYHOTO BPEMEHU, — IOHBIH JaH
BEPHYJICS K pelleTKe, OTAeNAI0nel 3aMOK OT MOCTa Hafl TPOIacThio, KOTHAa TaM yKe PacIIOI0KUIICS
3CKOPT NIpaBUTENIS BO TJlaBe C KOMaHOUPOM I'Baphuu.

— IIpuBeTcTBy10 Tebs1, IUBUHL, — rpad ne Bep 1lepeMoHHO MOKJIOHUIICS, CIIeAys 3TUKETY, HO yIIbIOKa
ero Owlna HeohuMaaIbHO-TemoM. KOHoIIa B qiuHHON 0€JI0M MaHTHH C KAITIOIIOHOM, KaKKe HOCUIIH
BCe XKpeLbl U CITyKUTEIN 3ayTIOKOWHBIX KyJIbTOB, CJIeTKa YILIOHYJICS B OTBET — OH YYBCTBOBAJI, UTO
IIPU UHBIX 00CTOSITENIbCTBAX 3HAKOMCTBA 3TOT BHEIITHE CTPOTHH apHUCTOKPAT BeJl Obl cebsi ¢ HUM
ropasmo cBoGofHee... 9TO U 3a[IeBaji0 CaMOoJTI001e KPBIJIOM JIECTH, U BCe ellle BhI3BaJIO JIETKOe
HETIPUSTHE. ..

— 1 BRIXOIHMII 32 MACJIOM [IJIsT CBeTHJIBHUKOB, — OH He 00513aH ObII OTYUTHEIBATLCS Iepeq rpadom,
IIOCKOJIBKY TIOTYUHSJICS TUYHO UMIIEPATOpPY, U O0JIbIlle HUKOMY, HO CUel HY2KHBIM 00BSICHUTEL CBOE
oTrcyTcTBUe — KOHpaf, MOrpyKeHHbIH B CBOI0 HEIIPOXOASIIYIO ITedallb, MOXKET U He 3aMEeTUTh ero
OTCYTCTBUS. — [|aBHO OH TaM HHIHYE?..

— He gomnbie 06b4HOT0, — rpad BITJISHYI Ha COTHEYHBIN OUCK, €Ba 3aTyMaHEeHHBIN
IIOJIyIIPO3pavYHBIMU 00JIaKaMH.

— flcHO, — JUpuX B34JICA 3a CTBOPKY peIIeTKH, HO er0 OCTaHOBHUI Bonpoc bepTpaHa fe Bepa.
— Tl BeqIb XOTEI €Ille 0 YEM-TO CIIPOCUTh, JUBUHI?..

HOnoma o6epHyscs. Mx B3risgel BCTPETUIUCh. HanpsizkeHHOe BHUMaHKe ¥ TEHb HafleXK Okl B OHOM, U
JIETKOe CMYIIIeHNE B IPYTOM.

— Jla... s MOHUMAI0, YTO He JOJI2KEeH HHTEePeCOBAaThCs... HO KaK Ha caMoM fesne morud [IuHeo?..

«Y4To oHU ¢ HUM chenanu?!» — cunue, 6yaTo HeGO Haf OJIOBOM, Tla3a faHa BIWINCH B TEMHEIE
3payKy UMIIEPATOPCKOI0 Opyra.

— XM... — rpad DOIIOXKUII PyKy Ha ITapaneT OrpaxkAeHusl, 3allUIIaiIuy II0MaaKy Iepeq MOCTOM, U
B3TJISIHYJI BHU3, B TJIyOOKYIO ITPOTIACTh ITOMl MOCTOM, Ha OHE KOTOPOi HECILIIITHO IIeIeCTeN Y3KUH
pyuel, eqBa pa3Nu4UMBIY Cpeid OCTPHIX CKaJl ¥ 06J10MKOB KaMHel. — OH HEeJIOBKO OCTYIIUJICS,
3a4eM-TO B300PaBIINCh Ha OrpaxkfeHue OaTKoHa B CBOeM KOMHATE... 9TO BUAENIA HECKOJIBKO CITYT...
IOTKHO OBITH, TOTSHYJICS 3a I[BETKOM... OH JIIOOUJT I[BETHL...

— Ha, 5 cnbiman 06 9TOM...

«3Hay4uT, ero copocunu?!»

— [ToueMy XKe BBl TaK HUYETO U HE...

I'pacd BHE3AMHO CXBATHUJI €T0 3a PyKaB MaHTUM U BCKUHYJI PYKY Ilepen co0o.
— CMoTpH, JUBUH/, Opesl MapuT Haf IPonacTeio! 3To oOPHI 3HAK!

«3amMonuu ceityac xke, riynsii! Tor o6ettan 66ITh 0CTOPOKHBIM! UTO Ke pa3Bsizano Tebe sI3bIK?!»
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«A TI0YeMy BHI IO CHX TI0P HUYEro He mpeanpuHsnu? M youiis! Bce ele cBOOOTHEI?!»

— Crymal, XpaHUTEJb, UMIIEPaTOPY MOXKET ITOHAJOoOUTLCS TBOS OMOIlb, — bepTpan fie Bep
OTIIYCTUJI PYKY I0HOIIU U pPaclaxHyJl lepef HUM CTBOPKU pelIeTKY, IPOIyCKas Ha Y3KUi,
CBEPKAMLINY 110 COTHEYHBIMU JIy4aMU KaMeHHEIU MOCT.

Oupux 1Ien Mo HeMY, TpUOIUKasICh K 0e1oMy 3maHui0 ' poOHUIIE, ¥ BIIEPBHIE B €0 AyIlle BCKUIIAJIO
HEe3HAKOMOe [oCejie BO3MYIIeHre. DTUM IIPEKPACHEIM KpaeM II0f] COJTHeYHEIMU HebecaMu, 9TUMHU
IIPOCTOPAMM II0JIeH U JIecoB, 671ar0CIIOBEHHEIMHU IIJIOOPOOUEM CaMUMM 00TaMu, BCEMH 3TUMHU
3eMJISIMH, ITacTOUIaMK, CTafaMH, MMaIIHSIMU, BUHOTPAJHUKAMHU, IIYMHBIMU FOPOaMHU, OXOTHUYbUMU
yropbsiMu, QUTYPHEIMKA 3aMKaMH, 3aBOeBaHHBIMU CTPaHaMH U ThICSTUaMHU paboB, OecKpaiiHeil I1agbio
MOPS C QIIOTUITUSIMU ¥ POCCHITTBIO IMKOBUHHBIX OCTPOBOB — BCEM 3TUM MUPOM BIIafie] MEPTBEI],
JKUBYIIUH B cepalle uMmneparopa! Koropomy He ObI0 mera [0 Mupa xkuBbx! KoTopeiit 6e3 yinbeioKu
BCTPeYaJsl PaCCBET Ha JIOXKe C OUepPeHbIM KOPOTKUM yBJIeUeHNEM, U KOTOPHIN oCcTaBascs 0e3ydacTeH
K IIPEJIeCTSIM CBOeH Bce elre 0e3meTHOM xKeHbl! KOTOPEINM paccMaTpuBall MIaHkEl HOBOTO
CTPOUTEILCTBA, TOPTOBHIX IPEAIPUATHAN U 3aBOEBaHUY, HE UCIIBLITHIBAS TATU K KU3HU!

OUpuUX 3HAJI, 4YTO OH YBUOUT Ceryac, LIardyB B XOJIOOHBIA CyMpakK II0CJIeqHEero NpUCTaHuIa CTOIb
CTpalIHo norubiuero ¢paBopuTa — KOJIEHOIPEKIOHEHHYI0 QUTYPY ¥ CTPOroro capkodara ¢ BEIOUTOM
Ha KPHIIIKE KPaTKOM ¥ KpacHOPEeunBOU anuTadueit, Takke OTBepralollei kKu3Hb: «He3zabBeHHBIN»! Y
€CITM 10 CEero JHS IOHOIIA CYUTA 3TO ECIIH YK He MPaBUJIbHBIM, TO XOTS OBl HE3BIOIEMBEIM U
IOCTOMHBIM 0/1arOTOBEWHOM THUIIIUHEI, TO CEYac eMy XOTeJI0Ch BOPBATHCS BHYTPh C TPOMKUM KPHKOM:
«OIOMHHUCE, TTOBENIUTENb, BCIOMHH, Ha KAKOM THI CBETE!» — CJIOMaTh TSXKeJIble ABEPU, BIIYCTUTH B
yCHIIAJIbHUIY SIPKUY CBET, ¥ 3aCTaBUTh KoOHpaja MOgHSATHCS C KOJeH — pafgu cebs camoro, pagu
3TOTO IIPEKPacHOr0 MUpa... ¥ pagu Oyayiero... B3aTs Ob celiyac ¥ pacKoJIOTh MOJIOTOM Topa aTy
KPHIIKY! M MoOKa3aTh 3a2KUBO XOPOHSIIEMY ce0sl, pafiK YeT0 OH TaK yOUBAaeTCSI — padu TaeHa!

Oupux B yKace 3axkan cebe pOT pyKOUM U IIPUCIIOHMIICS TIHIIAIONIUM I00M K XOJIOTHOM CTEHe, IIHITasCh
yHATB OellleHo ObloIeecs cepille U YCIOKOUTh CBOM B30YHTOBaBLINKCS pa3dyM. OH U caM He
IIOHKMaJI, YTO Ha HEr0 BAPYT HAIIIO, OTKYHa 3TU y2KaCHbIE MBICIIU U ITOYTH HEOOONIUMAs TSAra K
CBSITOTAaTCTBEHHOMY IIOCTYIIKY.

— Tl BEpHYJICA? — TJIYXO# T'0JI0C UMIIepPaTOpa BLIBEJI €70 U3 COCTOSIHUS 1IOKaA.
— Ila, rocymapb, IPOCTH, YTO S TaK JOJITO OTCYTCTBOBAJL...

Konpap cabo MaxHyI PyKO#, TOTHSIIICS C KOJEeH, ¥ 4yTh KOCHYBIIMCH T'y6aMu BeHKA M3 CBEXKUX
IIBETOB Ha TJIOCKO KPHIIIIKE CapKodara, BHIIE U3 TPOOHUIILL. BCKope ero maru CTUXIU Ha MOCTY.
TonpKO BeTep 3aBhIBAJI AAJIEKO BHU3Y, @ €ro coOpaT C TOPHBEIX BEPIIXH BOPBAJICS Ha MUT B
ITPUOTKPHITYIO OBEPH, U TYT Ke YMYaJICS IPOYb.

Oiipux chesnaj HeCKOJIBKO IIaroB BIIEPeN U OCTaHOBUJICS Iepel CTaTyel U3 UCKPSIIErocs faxe B
CyMpake BHYTPEHHMM CBETOM MpaMopa C PO30BLIMHU MTPOKUIIKAMHU, BITISIOBIBASICh B IIPEKPACHOE
CIIOKOWHOE JIUII0 U3BaSTHUS IMIMPOKO OTKPHITHIMYU TTIa3aMHu.

— Ecnu TH TOXKe 1I001IT €T0, OTIYCTH... UK 51 3a ce0s He pydalch! — ropablii IOTOMOK KOHYHTOB
CeBepa CTUCHYJ KyJlaKy, B er0 CUHUX I'Jla3aX BIIePBHIE BCIIBIXHYIa HEHaBUCTh. — 2KUBEIM He MECTO B
Mmupe MepTBeIx! Yero Tel xouems? OtMminerus? Kposu? Oteevait! KnssHyCch npegkamMu — ThI
II0JIyYUIlb CBOIO BUDY, [luHeO, ecnu ylifelb U3 cephla KoHpana Hascerma!

OH cMOTpeI, Kak 110 O6eJIbIM CTYIIEHSIM TOTHUMAIOTCST U CITyCKAIOTCS APYTHe — CIIYTH, OXPAHHUKH,
ceKkpeTapy CoBeTa — JIIOOH, KOTOPEe BUAST UMIlepaTopa eXelHeBHO, IIPU CBeTe COJIHIA, HO OyaTo He
3aMeyaloT, YTO UMM NIPABUT XKUBOU MEPTBELl, IPUHECIINi ceOs B XKePTBY TOM J1I06BU, YTO OCTanach B
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IPOLIIOM... Mnu mi000Bb He uMeeT BpeMeH? M He 3aBUCHUT OT TOTO, KUB JIX TOT, Ha KOTO HallpaBJIeHO
YyBCTBO, UJIX VIIIEJI B MUD TE€Heu?..

SprI/IX IMOTPAC TOJIOBOM, OTTOHSS 3TH CTPaHHBEIE MEBICJIH, BCE Yallle 3aKPaJbIBAIOIIXECI B I'OJIOBY U
CTPAaHHO TPEBOXKaAlllKe OYIIly, U HAaIIPDABUJICSA CBOEU HpPIBI:I‘-IHOfI I[OpOl"OfI K FpO6HI/ILIe.

MoOCTH B TIPOILIIOE

CrycTs HECKOIBKO HEH 3aMOK 006JIeTeNla TPeBOXKHAS BECTh O BHE3AMHOM 60/1e3HM JTegu MapuoH.
Cympyra uMiepaTopa I04yBCTBOBaJIa HEJOMOraHue U 60/Ib B TPYAM, BO3BPALIASICh [TOC/IE MPOTYJIKH B
CTOJIMIY, KyMla OHAa YaCTEeHbKO HaBeIbIBaJacCh [0 CBOMM, XKEHCKHUM [IeJlaM. 3JIble SI3BIKU
TIOTOBAPWBAJIH, YTO, HEe BIIOJIHE MOBEPSs UCKYCCTBY IIPUIBOPHLIX JIEKape, mequ MapuoH BTalHe
TI0CeIaeT KOJIOYHOB ¥ 3HaXapoK, HaflesiCh HAWTH Y HUX CPEICTBO MMPUBOPOKUTEL My2Ka ¥ IIOHECTH
HacJIeJHUKA — He B3Wpas Ha pefkue mocelneHuss KoHpaga B TeueHUE BOT yXKe MSATH JIET,
UMIIepaTPHUIla OCTaBajach 0€3TEeTHOM.

B TOT meHb, OTOpPUEHHBIN U BCTPEBOXKEHHBIY CIIyXOM He MeHbIIle OPYTUX IPUABOPHEIX, 3allepeB 3a
cobol pelleTKy, OUPHUX HAIIPaBUJICSI He B COOCTBEHHEIE ITOKOM, a Ha IOUCKHU rpada me Bepa.

— MoHCceHbOD, BEICNTyIIall MeHS, — OH Halles rpada B Kopperapauyu UMIIepaTOPCKUX MokKoeB. — Ha
ponuHe s OBINT Y4EHUKOM OYEeHb YMEJIOT0 U 3HAKIIEro JieKaps. 4 Mor OBl MOMBITAThCS IIOMOYb JIEOU
MapwuoH, ecnu OB MHE ITO3BOJIUIIA OCMOTPETE GONIBHYIO. ..

BeprpaHx He Bep ObLT HEMHOTO U3yMJIEH.

— YueHuk nekaps?.. Ol cKa3a, YTOo TH 6JTarOPOOHBIX KPOBeH, JUBUHL...

— U Bce Xe, TOBepb MHE Ha CJIOBO ¥ ITOMOTHU IOCETUThL TOCIIOXKY — paau ee Onara!
— 4 moroBopio ¢ KoHpagoM, KOy 3[eCk.

BeuepoM TOro xe mHS OUPHUX BTOPOM pPa3 B KU3HU 0Ka3aJiCA B IMYHBIX IMOKOSX UMIIepaTtopa. KoHpan
OBbLT OMWH ¥ 3aHUMAJICA YTEHHEM KaKuX-TO JOKyMeHTOB. OH IOJHS TOJI0BY, YCIIBIIIAB JIETKHE IIaru
IOHOIIIHN.

— DuBuHA? YTO CKaXelh 0 COCTOSHUY OOIbHOU?..

TorKMe HO3OpY XpaHUTENI 3aTperneTant OT elle CIepKUBaeMOro BOJTHEHNU .

— l'ocynaps, m03B0OJIb OBITH IPEEIEHO OTKPOBEHHEIM!

— Ila, pasymeeTcs, UHOTO OT Te0s 51 ¥ He XKAy. Y He CTOM, IPUCSOb.

Konpap kvBHYyN Ha CBOOOAHOE KPECO y CTOJIa, HO I0HOIIA OTPUIATe/IbHO IT0Kadasl r0JI0BOM.

— Her, rocymaps, ciacu6o. 9 yBepeH, 4To 9T0 5! A TBOM NTeH0-MeIUKY IPUMEHSIOT TIeYeHrue OT
0oJ1e3Hu jIerkux!

— dn?! — umnepaTop pe3Ko MOJHSJICS, CMSB PyKaMu XPYIKKe JIUCTH TlepraMeHnTa. — Thl CUHUTAaEllh,
MOI0 KEHY OTPaBUIIN?..

— 41 BuOen Bce MPU3HAKK [ENCTBUS OJHOI0 3 Hanbojiee OMaCHBIX PACTUTENBHEBIX SIOOB, TOCYAaphb, —
OUpHX TAKEIIO B3MOXHYII U IIPOBEJI PYKOH 10 BilaxkHOMY J10y. — OH Me[JIeHHO, HO BePHO pa3pyIaeT
BHYTPEHHUE TKaHU... U OT HETO HET IPOTUBOSIOUS, KPOME HEMEJIEHHOT 0 U3BJIeYEeHUS U3 Tella U
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TIIATEIPHOTO TPOMBIBAHUS CpPA3y MOCJe IIpUeMa... YBh!

— 3Hauut, MapuoH yMupaeT... — UMIIePaTop TAKEJI0U IOXOAKOHN IIOAOIIeN K IPUOTKPLITOMY Ha
BeYepHUU 3anuB OKHYy. — Korpma?..

— [IHel yepes IATh, caMoe OoJbIlee... — DUPUX C HELOYMEHNUEM U BO3MYIIEHHEM CMOTPEN B
Ccrop0JIeHHYI0 CIMHY [IpaBUTEJIS OTPOMHOU UMIIEPUY U, HaKOHEl, peuuicsa. — ['ocymaps, IoYeMy ThI
TII03BOJISIeIIb UM 0CTaBaThCs Ha cBobome?!

Koxpan memneHHO 00epHYJICS K HEMY, ¥ B TJla3axX UMIIepaTopa JUPUX YBUAE 3HAKOMOe BEIPAXKEeHUe
— TO caMoe, KOTOopoe OBIJI0 BO BpeMs pa3roBopa 0 cMepTHu [[MHeo moJroga Hasaf.

— I[ToToMy 4TO y MeHS HET MHOT'O BHIXO/A... ¥ HET JOCTOMHOTO HACJIeMHUKA... U S He YOUHIa, XOTs
3HAI0, YTO MHOTHE OCYXKOAal0T MEHS 3a 9TO... Thl TOXe, DUBUHA?

FOHoIIa CTUCHY PyKM TIepeq TPYAbI0 ¥ COesall IIar BIepes.

— Her! He HyHO CTaHOBUTBLCS YOUMNIIEH, HO TH BIIpaBe BEPIIUTD IpaBocyaue! d roToB BEICTYNIUTD
CBUMIETEJIEM TOTO, YTO CJIbIIIIAT — Thl HAa 3aKOHHBIX OCHOBAHUSIX MOXKEIIb B3SITh IIPECTYITHUKOB 101
CTpaxy ¥ 3aTOYUTH 0 KOHIIa XKU3HU!

Konpap nuis ciabo yneiOHYICS.

— ManpumK MOM, KTO IIOBEPUT TBOEMY CJIOBY IIPOTUB CJI0Ba MOero OpaTa ¥ OAOW — BEPXOBHOTO
Xkpela JlaHMapka?

— Tak 4TO0 XKe, ThI IO3BOJIUIIL YOUMIIAM U [ajbIlle YHUYTOXKATh TeX, KTO Tebe mopor?! — otopomnen
OUpHX, U yKe COBEPIIEHHO He CIIeIUIT HU 32 TOHOM, HU 3a COOCTBEHHBIMU ClI0BaMu. — U yeM 3T0
KOHUUTCSA? OmHaX/bl Tebs HAMOyT ¢ KUHXKAJIOM B cepflle B cOOCTBEHHOM cranbHe! Moxert, Tebe u
HallJIeBaTh Ha XKU3Hb, HO IIOJyMal 0 TeX, KTO Tebe CIIyKHUT, O TEX, KTO UCKpeHHe To0uT Teds!!!

YcnrimaB Bomu Jipuxa, B KabuHeT BieTen rpad me Bep ¢ o6HaKeHHEIM MEYOM B PYKaX.
— XBajya 6oram! §1 omacarsncs Xyaien KapTUHHL... YTO 3a KPUKU, XPAaHUTEIIb?

— HMMnepaTpuila yMupaeT OT siia, HO S He MOTY AOCTy4aThCs [0 pa3yMa Halllero IOBeJIUTeNs,
MOHCEHbOP! — DUPUX TOPECTHO B3MAXHYJI PYKO# ¥ BEIOEKA IIPOYb.

9Ty HOYB OH MPoBeJ 6e3 CHa, a YTPOM, KakK 00BIYHO, HO C elre 0ojiee TSKeIbIM CEPAIIEM, OTIIPABUIICS
Ha cnyxk0y. FiMmmepaTop MMOSIBUIICS, e[Ba B3OIIJIO COJIHIIE — TOPa3/0 PaHblle 00LIYHOT0. Bo3/10K1UB
BEHOK M3 CBEXKWX IIBETOB Ha KPHIIIKY capKodara, Kak OH 3TO [ejal exxenHeBHo, KoHpan He
ONTYCTHJICS Ha KOJIEHU MJIS 3ayITOKOMHOW MOJIUTBH ¥ OOIIEHUS C YIIEOIIUM BO3JTI00IEHHBIM, a
TIOBEPHYJICS B CTOPOHY HaOMIOMAIOMIET0 32 HUM U3 TPUCTPOUKY FOHOIIY U TIOJOIIEN K HEMY.

— Buepa s BbI3BaJI U3 CTOJIUIIB IBYX OIBITHHIX JIeKapel, JuBuH/. O0a MOATBEPAUIN TBOM CTPAIIHBIN
OUaTHO3...

— A npupnBopHble MeguKu? OHU CTOJb OECIIeUHE!, UM B CTOBOPE C IIPECTYIHUKaMu?!

— Tccc, Tuie, He 3a0BIBalA, IIe MHL... — 063 THEBA U HEYIOBOJILCTBUS MTOIIPOCUI UMIIEPaTop. — S
BHOBb 00513aH Te0Oe, IOHOIIA... ¥ XOTeJl OBl TOMPOCUTH 00 ellle OOHOM OflomKeHur, — KoHpay moasen
XPaHUTENS K Y3KOM KAMEHHOM cKaMbe y cTeHBl. O0a cemu ¥ HEKOTOPOe BPeMs XpaHU/IM MOTYaHHe.

— ToI TOBOPHJI, YTO XOUeIllb MHE TIOPYUYUTh, — Hadas Obl1o Jiipux, Ho KoHpap nepeburn ero.
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— He mopyuuTh, He TpUKa3aTh, @ UMEHHO IOMPOCUTh... CyIs II0 BCEMY, TH CBEYI] B OTPABIISIOINX
BeIeCTBax 00jiee MOUX JIeH6-MeOUKOB... TIOCKOJIBKY JUATHO3 IOATBEPOUIICS, U COCTOSTHUE JIEOH
MapuoH K yTpY YXYOIIUIOCH, s OB He XOTEN 3aCTaBNIATh €€ MyUUThCS ellle HECKOJIbKO THEH. .

SprI/IX HEPBHO CI'JIOTHYIJI, IIOHAB, KaKas r[poc56a TOTOBd COPBATHCHA C SA3BIKd IIPABUTEJISA — OH HE PaA3
CJIBIIIAI HOHOGHOG N3 yCT MO3OHUX MOCeTUTeNnen CTapHuKa Orru. MHorma ero y4uTeIlb HEe OTKAa3bIBAJl.

— Bce, 4T0O B MOMX CHJIaX, TOCYapk...

— [purotoBs cambIii OBICTPONEUCTBYIOUINY A1, MO APYT. [IBe MOPIUN... — B3TJIAL UMIIepaTopa Obln
yCTpeMJIeH B HUKY[A.

— YBepsito Teb4, rocymaps, YTOOH IPEKPATUTh My4YeHUs HeCUaCTHOM, HOCTaTOYHO OyIeT 1 OmHOM!
Konpay noBepHYJICS K HeMY U B3TJISHYII B I'/la3a, YMOJISS He CIIOPUTH.
— 4 xo4y OBITH @OCOIIOTHO yBEpeH!..

— XO0poII10, TOBEIUTEb, 5T IPUTOTOBITIO [IBE MTOPIIUHY, U He M03Ke CEerofHSIIHero Beyepa rnepegam
nu9HO Tebe B PyKH, — KUBHYJ IOHOIIIA, CTJIaThIBasi HEPBHEIM KOM B TOpJIE.

— Cmacu6o Tebe, JiBuHA, 1 He 3a0yay... — Ha MTHOBEHUeE IIPOXJIafiHas 1afloHb IPaBUTENs HaKphlIa
rops4yo pyKy oHOLM. — My Xe 1 cKopee 3aiMuUCh 3TUM!

Yepes cyTku jegu MapuoH He cTano. Ee XOpoHUIU B 3aKPEITOM I'Po0y, YTOOE! CKPHITh KYTKHUE
NCCUHS-UepHBIe NISITHA Ha Jivlle u Teje. KoHpag CTOSIN y OTKPHITOTO capKodara, Moida CkKaB TOHKHE
ryObl, ¥ BCe TaK e TJIIAs B IPOCTPAHCTBO, TOMOOHEIHM cTaTye camoMy cebe. 3aTo ero OsAoIIKa,
IPUOBIBIINY Ha ITOXOPOHEI OMHUM K3 IIEPBLIX aPUCTOKPATOB, Pa3Buil OYPHYIO IeATEIbHOCTh —
IIPUTJIACHUJI JTy4YIllero B CTpaHe apXUTEeKTopa A YKpallleHus HOBOM YCHIIaIbHULILI Ha CKIJIOHE
JKMBOIMKUCHOW TOPHI, 3aKa3asl u300pakeHus yCoIiel 1 IaMsATHhIe MOHETHI U3 YHCTOTO 30JI0Ta.

MoHceHbop e bopHens He 3HaJl, YTO 32 BCEeMH eT0 NeWCTBUSIMYU BHUMATEIbHO HabII0aaoT
XOJIOIHbIe CHHIUE TJla3a, CKPBIThIe KalOIIOHOM HEeIIPUMETHOY B IECTPOH TOJIIe IIPUABOPHLIX Oeon
MaHTHUH XpaHuTens. ['a3a, ynoBuBime 61eCK TOPKECTBa BO B3TJIAMle BEPXOBHOTO XKpelia:
«IIpa3pgHyems nobeny, ctapsiii Mep3asel? Hy uto xe... [Juneo! Jlegu Mapuon! IIpexpe, 4eM COJHIIE
3aifeT 3a TOPU30HT, BEL [IOJIy4UTE CBOIO BUPY!..»

Ouipux 3a0POCUIT B POT KPYITHYIO TeMHO-00PIOBYIO CIIUBY U, IOMPABUB HA TPYOU CKIAOKU MAHTHH,
YBEPEHHEIM IIIarOM HAIIPaBUIICS K OXPaHSEMbLIM JBEPSIM IIOKOEB UMIIEPATOPCKOTO HS[IH.

— 4 — xpanutens ['pobHULEI. MOHCEHBOD e BopHels XKenan BUAETh MEHS.

CTpaXXHUKY TePersHyIuCh — OHM He MOJTydYad HUKAKOTO IIPHUKa3a OTHOCUTENILHO CTOMb TO3THETO0
BH3UTA, HO YETKUY TOJIOC IOHOUTH U HaMEHHHIN B3TJISIf €T'0 CUHUX TJ1a3 CHeJIaid CBOe Heji0 — Iepen
HUM PACIaxHyIuCh 06e CTBOPKU OBEPEH.

BepxoBHBIN KpeI] y2Ke OTIIYCTUIT CBOIO IIPUCIYTY X TOTOBUIICS K OTXOAY KO CHY, XOTS ellle He CHSII
IJIMHHOTO POCKOIITHOTO XajlaTa, PaClIUTOT0 KPYIHEIM XKeMuyroM. [oTdpun ne bopHenns n3yMIeHHO
YCTaBUJICS Ha XpPaHUTENsT [ pOOHUIIH:

— TwI?..

— MOHCeHBOp... — SﬁpI/IX I'PAlXO3HO OIIYCTUJICA Ha OOHO KOJIEHO M CKJIOHHII TOJIOBY B CaMOM
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IOYTUTEJIBHOM IIOKJIOHE, — 4 IIOCMEJI IIOTPEBO2XKUTE BaAC, IIPOCTHUTE...

— Haperocs, gist momo0HOM Oep30CTH y TeOst HaliyTCsl HOCTAaTOYHO BECKHME OCHOBAaHUS! — IIPOBOpYA
BEPXOBHEIM XKpell, HO 110 I'0JI0CY IOHOIIIA IOHSJI, YTO er0 MaHeBp MPOU3BeNI NOJIKHOE BlIeYaT/ieHue, u
KaK ObI HECMEJIO IIOHSJI TOJIOBY ¥ YCTABUJICS YMOJISIOUIMMY I'Jla3aMHU Ha CKEIITUYECKH BHIKUIAOLIYIO0
(HHU3MOHOMMIO UMIIEPATOPCKOTO [ISIIH.

— Ecnu MoHCeHBOD OyHOeT CTOIb MUTIOCTHB... ¥ HAWET ropsiuee XKejlaHue CIYXKUTh eMy BECOMOM
IIPUYUHOU... — YyTh CJIBIIIHO, C BOCTOPKEHHBIM IIPUAbIXaHNEM IIPOoJielleTall BlaXKHble TEMHO-
PO30BHIe TYOHI, TO U [EJI0 YBIaXKHsIeMble KOHYUKOM SI3bIYKa. — f MedTalo CTaTh KPEe1oM, MOHCEHbOP
repuor! W nuis BH B CH/lax IOMOYb MHE!

— Bor kak?.. briBmmit pab Me4TaeT CiayXKuTh 6eccMepTHHIM 6oraM?.. — e bopHenb NpUIypucs,
TIJIOTOSITHO OTJISIABIBASI CTPOWHYIO KOJIEHOIIPEKIIOHEHHYI0 GUrypy. — UM maxke Hay4uIICsS CMUPEHUIO,
KaK I MOTJISIXKY...

— O, ma, Mot rocioguH! U s rOTOB OKa3aTh BaM CBOIO MTPEOaHHOCTL! — DUPHX TeaTpasibHO BO3OEN
PyKu nafoHsAMHU Brepen. CTapuK KITIOHYII — OH yXBaTHUJI I0HOTO KpacaBlia 3a TOHKHKE 3allsCThd U
PBIBKOM TIOTHSIJI C KOJIEH, IPUTSHYII K cebe.

— ITocMoTpuM, KaKOBO TBOE CMUPEHHUE Ha [iejie, XKeJlalolui OOUThCS CBIIIEHHOTO caHa!l.. — u
BITUJICSI CMOPILIEHHBIM PTOM B IIPUOTKPHITHIE, TOKOPHBIE T'yORI. EIBa CKONMBb3KUM S3BIK BEPXOBHOTO
JXpella KOCHYJICS ero feCeH, OUPHUX C CUJIOU BHILIIOHYJI B CMEPIAIIUYU POT CIIUBOBYIO KOCTOUKY,
ONHOU PYKOU 3azKaJl BEPXOBHOMY XKpely HOC, & IPYro} ¢ HeOXKHUAaHHOU CUJION 3aJIOMUII Ha3af 00e
PYKH CTapHKa.

— Oxpana! Cropga! ITomorute! MoHCEHBOP IOIEPXHYJICSA KOCTHIO OT CJIUBBEI! — IOHBIM XPaHUTEID, 3a
MT'HOBEHHE [I0 TOTO BHICHINIABIINY Ha cepeOpsiHoe 0110710 V¥ IIOCTEIN TOPCTh CIIeNIBIX CIIUB U3
CcoOCTBEHHOTO KapMaHa, 130 BCeX CHUJI yOacull MOKOMHKKA 110 CIIMHE, UMUTUPYS OeNCTBUS JIeKaps,
IBITAIOIIET0Cs TOMOYb 3ambixatoremycst. — O, 6oru! Bee TmietHo! ['ocrogus yien B MUP TeHew! —
Oupux egBa He PHIA Ha rja3ax y cOexkaBuIeicss OXpaHbl ¥ MPUOIHUKEHHBIX MOHCEHbOPA, KOTOPHIE
BU[IEJIU JIUIIIL OOHO — TEJIO CBOET0 I'OCIIOAMHA C XKYTKO BHIIIyYEHHBIMU I'Jla3aMU, BEIBaJIEHHBIN SI3HIK, U
3JIOII0JIyYHYIO YEPHYIO KOCTOYKY, BIUBIIYIOCS B TOPTaHb...

Hpou.mo ellle HeCKOIbKO CIIOKOMHBIX MECSIIEB, OKpaAIll€eHHBIX B TPAYPHBIE TOHA OCEHU W 3UMEL.

BosBpamasich u3 I'poOHUIIE YKe IOJ Bedep, B OMHOM U3 IIePEeX00B 3aMKa JUPUX 3aMETHIT
uMIlepaTopa u rpada me Bepa, o ueM-To Gecenyronux ¢ MOJIOAbIM GI0TCKUM oduilepoM. [0 I0HOIIN
IOHECCS KpaTKUU BOIIPOC IIPaBUTEIS:

— Tr1 Bce nepepnan emy?
U oTBeT MoOpsKa:
— IIa, rocymaps, mpuHIl o6elran BCKOpe MPUOLITh JOMOM.

Oupux U3pany NOKIOHUJICS KoHpaay 1 ero CiyTHUKaM U IIPOAOJIXKHUI CBOU yTh. «IIpuHI1? Heyxkenu
OH BHI3BIBaeT MaH(pema ¢ BoWHH? Ho st yero?..» — 1o ciayxaM, 6paT uMIepaTopa yKe 3aXBaTUI
ero popgHo¥ HopppaaH, mieHus poguTesiei U Ipoyyio POAHIO, 1 co0upascs nepebpocuTh BOEHHEIE
NEeVCTBUS Ha JexXalllde ellle CeBepHee 0CTPOBa NOIYAUKUX IIJIEMeH, OTKOJIOBIIMXCS OT IIPOYUX JaHOB.
V3 Bcex GIM3KMX IOHOITY BOJTHOBAJA JIUIIL cyabba MaTtepu. OH cobupascs npocuts KoHpaza o
CHUCXOXKOEHUHU K TJIeHHUIEe, HO COMHEBAJICS, CTOUT JIM OTKPBIBATh IIPaBAy O CBOEM IIPOUCXOXKAEHNH,
IIOCKOJIBKY TI0JO0HbIE BEITU MU TOBOPSITCS Cpa3y, WU Ke HUKOTAa... [la ¥ caM OH IPUBHIK XKUTh O[T
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CIIOKOMHOM M Hafle’kKHOM MaCKOW XpPaHUTENS U JieKaps JWBUHAA. [locie Tparudeckou rubenu negu
MapuoH UMIIePaTop MO3BOIUI DUPHUXY 3aHATHCS BpaueBaHKHeM, YTOOBI I0HOIIA He 3ary06usl CBOH
BBHITQIOIIHECS CIIOCOOHOCTH M3-3a HEeJOCTATKa MPAKTHKH. CTOUT JIM TOBOPHUTD, UTO MAIlMEHTAMHU U
malMeHTKaMy IIPEeKPacHOr0 I0HOTO JieKapsi MTHOBEHHO IOXKeJIall CTaTh MHOTHEe U3 obuTaTene
KopoHHOr0 3aMKa ¥ OKPECTHBIX BlafeHu, HO JUPUX He OTKa3blBajl B IOMOIIM HUKOMY: HU COJIfaTaM,
BEPHYBIIMMCS C BOWHBI MHBaIUAaMu, HUI pabaM, HU UX TOCIIOHAM.

— Tri cHUCKaN Bceoblllee yBaxkKeHMe, HOPOTOM JUBUH, CBOMM 3a00T/IMBEIM OTHOIIEHUEM U
rny060KMMY 3HAHUSIMHU, — Tpad ge Bep BCTpeTun wHOIY y pemeTk I'poOHUIIE, KOTHa dUpux
3anupain ee 3a co00i B KOHIIE OHS, ¥ OTBECHUJ IIePEMOHHBIH MOKIOH. — OCTaeTcs moxesnaTh Tebe,
yTOOBI HA 32 OJHO U3 CBEPIIEHHHIX BO 0/1aro CripaBeqIuBOCTH U YeJI0BeKOIo0us mei, Tebe He
IPHUIIIOCH OIPABILIBATECS Iepen COOCTBEHHOM COBECTRIO. ..

— YT0 3TO 3HAUUT? — DUPUX BITJIAHYI B I'Jla3da APYTy UMIepaTopa.

— Huuero, Mo# 10HBIN APYT, MPOCTO JaBHO XOTeJ Tebe CKa3aTh, UTO 06€3 OMHOTO KOBAPHOTO U
3JI0BPEJHOTO CTAPWKA B 3TOM MUPE OBIIIUTCS 3HAYUTENIBHO JIerde!..

OH 3Han. OmpeneneHHOo 3HaT — JUPHUX MIPOUYHUTAII 3TO BO B3TJIsAe MYKUYHHEI, HO OBIJIO HA OHE YePHBIX
r71a3 e Bepa uTo-TO elle, KpoMe 61arogapHOCTX U 00ellaHus XPaHUTh TalHYy...

XpaHI/ITeHB BCTPAXHYII TOJIOBOH, C6paCI:IBaH KaITIOIIOH, W CIIPOCHII, na651 CMEHUTh TEMY:

— A 4TO 9TO 0OnATh COOMPAIOTCS CTPOUTD, UITU TEPEebIBaTh 30A4UKe Halllero rocygapsa? — OH yKa3all
B3IJISIIOM Ha KPHIITY OTHUXKaANUIIero 3aja, Ha KOTOPOHM BOT y2Ke HEeCKOJIbKO JTHeH CyeTHINCh pabouue,
cobuparolue HeKUi CTPaHHBIN MeXaHKU3M, ITOX0XKHUY He TO Ha OCafHYIO KaTalylabTy, He TO Ha
TUTAHTCKYIO TeJIeTy C KPIOUbsIMU BMECTO KOJIEC.

I'pad mokocuncs B Ty CTOPOHY:

— A, 970?.. Tak, BpeMeHHasi KOHCTPYKIMA... IJIs1 3aMeHbI IIPOTHUBLINX 6aJioK... — HO JUPUX IIOHSI,
4yTO e Bep He noxemnan oTBeTUTH IpaBhy. Y eMy mo4ueMy-To BOPYT CTajlo HEYIOTHO Ha AyIIe.

— Ia? Hy uyTo ke, xBana 0oraMm, cey yKac He IIOPTUT 00K BUJ IPEKPACHOT0 3aMKa, — OH
TIOKJIOHUJICS Tpady U MPOAOIKHUI CBOM IIYTh, YHOCS B Ceplle KPOXOTHYIO KOTIOUYIO JIbIUHKY
TPEBOTH...

Ho MHOKEeCTBO HaBaJIUBINKUXCS B 3UMHHUU CE30H XJIOMOT C IMAI[HEHTAMU He OCTABJISIN JIUIITHEH
MUHYTKY ¥ CHJI IUIs MOITHUX pas3gyMuii. EqBa 3akaHuuBas ¢ gejaMu B ['poOHMIE, DUPUX CIELIUT K
ITPOCTYKEHHBIM ¥ CTPANAIOUINM ITOJArpoH, IeYUI MHOTOYHCIIEHHEIE TIePeJIOMbl U YIITUORI, 3a2KUBIISIT
PaHHI ocyie 60eB YECTH U CXBATOK C MUKKUMH XUITHUKAMK Ha 0X0Te. BpeMs oT BpeMeHHu, Opocas
B3IJISIT HA PACTYIIYIO Ha KPHIIle CTPAHHYI0 KOHCTPYKIIUIO, I0HOIIIA 3a/laBaJiCsl BOIIPOCOM — a He
oTlacaeTcs JI¥ UMIIePaTop HamafeHWs Ha 3aMOK CO CTOPOHHEI CBOET0 BEPOJIOMHOTO OpaTa, KOTOPHIH,
KCTaTH, He CIIEIIHUIT BO3BPAIAThCsI, BOIPEKU TOMY Pa3rOBOPY...

«Ho ecmu 3TO ¥ BIPSAMb KaTalyabTa, 1 KAMEHHEIE SiIpa — 9TO CHaPSLL, T0YeMy MalliHa obpalieHa
B CTOPOHY ['poOHUIIH, a He TT1aBHEIX BopoT? Heyxkenu KoHpap onacaetcs, 4To MaHdpen MOCITHET Ha
Ipax ero aparouieHHoro JuHeo?..» — 3T0 OBIJIO U JUKO, ¥, HECOMHEHHO, TJIyTI0, HO UHbIE MBICIU He
TIOCeIay TOJI0BY IOHOTO XPaHUTENISI, KOTOPHIN €KeqHEBHO BUAEN CTPaHHBIE TOATOTOBUTEIIbHEIE
paboThl HAJ caMo¥t TOJI0BOM. 3afilaBaTh BOPOCH KoHpany, Ka3anoch, OKOHYATEIbHO IIOTPY3UBIIEMYCS
B CBOM BHYTPEHHUN MUP, OH OIlacasics, 4ToOkl He 6epeauTh AyIIeBHEIe PaHbl HECYACTHOTO.

HaKaHYHe TOTr'0, KAdK IIOJIYYHUTDb O(I)I/II.II/IaJ'IBHOG IIpUuriialieHrne Ha JIBOpI.IOBI:II;I IIND, HapaBHE C
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PHIIIAPSIMU ¥ 3HAaTHBIMU CEHbOPAMH 10Ta, dUPUX OB CBUIETENIEM Oylllepa3qupaloIiel CIeHH B
yCHITIAJIbHUIIE — OH CJIBIIIAJI, KaK MMOoIy0e3yMHBIN UMITepPaTop el KOIbI0eIbHY0, 00HSIB PyKaMu Yol
capkodara... Y 10HOIIX BOJIOCH 3allleBeIUJIMCh Ha TOJI0BE OT y2Kaca, U TYyT Ke KPOBb IIPUJIAIIa K
ImeKaM Ipu 0OMIHOM B CBOEM 0YEeBHUIHOM IIPOCTOTE UCTHHE, YTO OH HUYEro He MOXKeT nofaenats! Ero
TaJlaHT JieKaps 6ecrnone3eH B 60pb0e ¢ culaMu MHOTO MUPA, a ero Job0Bb — Aa, M1000Bb, IyCTUBIIAS
POCTKH ¥ BBIPOCIIIAs U3 COCTPAfaHMs U OTYASTHHOTO XKeJIaHus IOHSATh, YTO 2Ke 3a CUja TaKas
YBJIEKAET ero MPeKpacHOro rocrnofrHa B 6e3:KU3HEHHYI0 0e3[IHY, — 9Ta XPYyIKas J1I000Bb OKa3anach
He3aMeYeHHOM ¥ HeHYKHON. MHOT0 pa3 Jupux TBepau cebe, YTO HeIb3sT COABATHCS, YTO B OOUH
IIpeKpacHBIM OeHb KOHpag 0T30BETCS Ha YBUOEHHYIO B €T0 I'la3aX HEXKHOCTh, OLIEHUT XKeJlaHue
CIIaCTH ero U IMOKUHET 3TOT XKYTKUN MUD TeHEel HaBceTrda, HO B Harpany 3a 3aboTy o cebe u
0eToMpaMOPHOM MOHCTPE UMIIePATOp IIJIaTU/I 3BOHKOM MOHETOW ¥ [IOPOTUMH JapaMU, 3aMHIKasICh B
cebe Bce CUJIbHEE U CUJILHEE...

B Ha3HauyeHHbIM Beuep JUpUX BIEPBHIE IEPECTYINII TOPOT MUPIIECTBEHHOTO 3ajia, rae OBl
IIOYTUTEJILHO BCTPEYEH PaCIopsAgUTEsIeM U YCaXKeH 3a IJIaBHBIM CTOJI, HeJaleKo 0T caMoro Konpana
U eT0 BHICIINX CaHOBHUKOB. FOHOT0 JaHa yxXe He CMyIIajIo HU IPUCYTCTBHE CMa3/IuBLIX OPYKEHOCLIEB
¥ Taxel, KOTOPHIX OTKPHITO JIaCKau UX BHICOKME IIOKPOBUTEIIM, HU TAHIIEL U aKpoOaTU4YeCKue
HOMepa B UCIOJHEHUY 00HaXKeHHEIX TAHI[OPOB C pa3pHCOBAaHHBIMYU TeJlaMU, HA I'POMKO
3a4UTEIBAEMBIE IPOU3BEIeHUs IPUABOPHEIX I09TOB, HACKBO3b IPOHU3AHHEIE TOMO3POTUKON U
BLICOKOM POMAHTUKON MyKCKUX COIO30B.

— A g X04y BBIIIUTEH — C II03BOJIEHUS HAIIEro rocynaps! — OfuH U3 IPUABOPHLIX JICTEI0B 1
KpacHO0OaeB C X0JIEeHHIM JINIIOM U TeJIOM aTjieTa OTBECHUJI IIOKJIOH B agpec KoHpama, — 3a Gynyiiee
CYacThe BceMu 000KaeMOTr0 M TaKOT0 KEeCTOKOT0 JUBHMH/A, UCTUHHOM XKeMUyKUHEI CEBEpa,
paaymolleyr Halll rjila3 BOT yXKe LeJIbd rox!

— Oro, yxe ron? U 3a 1esblil ol HUKTO U3 HAC TaK U He COOIa3HUII ITPeJIeCTHOTo jekaps? ITo3op Ha
HaIlIX TOJIOBEI, TOCIIOMa! — Moamepkas NpusaTess Mapinan ae ['app, HefaBHO IPHUOBIBINNH 13
OEUCTBYIOIIEN apMUU.

BepTpaH e Bep momHsim cBo¥ Ky0OK, TPU3LIBast COOPABIIMXCS K MOTYAHUIO.

— JIpy3bsi, JOBOJIBHO CMYyIIATh 0HOIIY! [laBaiiTe Jydlle BHIILEM 3@ €TI0 3[[0POBbe U [OJNTHe JIeTa HaM
Ha PagocTh, a Y& 3a BEIOOPOM [IeJI0 He BCTAHET, KOT/a 3aTOBOPHUT ero ceppre!..

Crnerka cMyIeHHBIH Jipux 61arogapHo yIbIOHYJICS APYTY UMIIepaTopa U B3TsSHy Ha KoHpana,
MOJTYaJIMBO I'PEIOIIETO0 B JIaIOHSIX CBOI0 0OBEMUCTYIO Yallly — HaBPSL JIX UMIIEPATOP CJIBIIIAT XOTs OBl
TI0JIOBUHY CKa3aHHOTO — OH CHOBa OBLI He 3[€eCh...

— OUBUH], a MOXKET, TBOE CEePALle MOJIUUT, HallyTaHHOE CYPOBOCTHIO 3aKOHOB TBOEU POOUHBI? Tak
paccnabbcsi, MasIbIIl, Mbl Pa30uiu JaHoB, ¥ 0OJIbIIe HUKOTHA He YCIIBIIINM O XKYTKHUX KPOBaBBIX
Ka3HAX, KOTOPHIE yCTParnBajl CBOUM COpaTHUKAM 3TOT GellleHEIN Xapasibl, KOTOPhIHM JOCTOUH
mpo3Bullla KpoBaBoro, HO HUKaK He JcHorma3oro! — mapimarn ge ['app MoneITancs yTeluTh U

oA IepKaTh IOHOIY, HO JIUIIb 3afieNT TTy00K0 CIpsATaHHYI0 601 BOCITOMUHAHUH.

Ouipux nobnegHeN U TUXO npourentan: «HeT, 1 HU4Yero Takoro He CHBIIIANY...

— Tol He cnpllnan? Jii, 30BUTe-Ka clofa MeHectperneit! [lycts I'BUfo cioeT HaM CBO IPYyCTHYIO
Oannmamgy 0 CeBepHOM IIPUHIIE U €r0 HacTaBHUKe! — 3aopasl Mapllas Ha BeCh 3aJl, ¥ Ipexae 4eM
Oiipux ycIesn BO3pa3uTh, BCe I'OCTU APYKHO BHIPA3UIM XKeJlaHKe [TOCNyIIaTh JIy4Iero Tpybagypa
JlaHEMapKa ¥ ero nedaabHYyI UCTOPHUIO.

BrIBIIMY KOHTEp CUAEI Ha CBOEM MECTe, CIIOBHO IIPUTBOKAEHHBIA 3ByKaMy IIPEKPaCcHOro rojoca K
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MATKOMY KpPeCiy, HO OyIlla €ro BUTaJla B ChIPEIX U TEMHEBIX YEPTOT'aX MOJI3€MHOM TIOPBEMEI, TOE
Pa3daBaJiiCh CTOHBI MAaTEPU U THEBHEIE KPDHUKHU OTIId, BSMEIBAJId B Hebeca Hapn 3apr}KeHHOfI HapogoM
IIJI0Iiaabl0 C OKPOBABJIEHHBIM ITOMOCTOM, Pa3pPEIBAACh MEXKY IIPOIIIIBIM B HAaCTOAIINM. A 1o
OKaMeHeBHIEMY JINIY TEeKJIN KPYIIHBIE 6633By‘-IHbIe CJIe3bl — OH IIJIaKaJl BIIEPBEIE C TOT'O OHS, KOI'da
Iajia4d 2K€eCTOKO U3ypoaoBall €ro JIUIO0 MEeCTh JIET Ha3al.

— I'Bupo, goBonbHO! — rpad Ae Bep coemnan 3HaK MeHECTPEIT0 MPEeKPaTUTh BEICTYIIEHNE, efBa
3aMeTHJI, 4YTO C IOHBIM XpaHUTEJIEM BOT-BOT CIIyUYUTCS HEPBHBIM IPUNafoK. — ['ocrnoga, a MBI ToXKe
xopowu!.. BCIOMHUTE, MHOTHE U3 BAaC YTUPaIU CJIe3bl, BIIEPBLIE YCIBIIIAB 3Ty KYTKYI0 UCTOPUI0! —
OH IIpUKa3aJsl YIPaBIAWIIeMYy IPOBOAUTL JDUpHXa B €ro ITOKOU. BEIX0oAs 13 3ajia, IOHBIA KOHTEP
YCIIBIIANI HETPOMKUY, XPUILJIEIA OT BOJIHEHUS I'0JIOC UMIlepaTopa:

— { moMHI0 TOT ieHb, KOT[la, BECTHUK pacCKa3ajl 0 Ka3HU ChblHA KOHYHTa U er0 HaCTaBHUKA...U €CIIN
mpexpe s COMHEBAJICsS, CTOUT JIX UATH Ha [aHOB, B TOT AE€Hb MMO3BONUII MaHbpeny NepenuTu rpaHuLly
HopproaHa u cMeCTH ¢ uIla 3eMIIM 9TUX XXKEeCTOKHUX Hemoaen!

O¥pux 3aMep, MPUKABIIKUCH MTHUTAIOIINM JIO0M K X0JI0OHOM CTeHe. B ero yiax mpo3Bydas, CJIOBHO 3TO
OBLIIO BYepa, CUIbHBEIN U 3BYYHBIN ToJioc sipiia CBeppupa: «OOuH, T BUAUIIL OECYMHCTBA 3TUX TYIIHUI]
— OTOMCTH 3a Hac!» — ¥ CBUCT MedYa, paCCeKawIlero BO3OYX U KUBYIO IJIOTh.

B aToT Mur nperpapga, BoO3BefeHHAs B €r0 AyIle BOCIUTAHUEM U TPAJULUSIMU IIPENKOB,
OKOHYaTe/IbHO PYXHYJa — eCJIM CaM CYPOBHIHM 60T ero pOJUHbI YCIIBIIIa I'0JI0C IIPUTOBOPEHHOTO 1
BHSIJT eT0 MOJIb0e, 3HAaYUT, TeMHOTPUBHEIY He ObINT BUHOBEH! U 0H, IUpuUX, 3psi TEP3aJICs COMHEHUSIMU
Y CTBHIJOM ¥3-3a UCIIEITAHHOT'O B 00BITHSX sSIpiia Kapa! V60 yero He 3amperniarT 60TH, TOTO He
3aMpeTUTh CMEPTHOMY, @ €T0 OTell, CJIOMJIEHHBIN ¥ IIOKOPEHHbIH MeY0M JIJaHMapKCKOTO IIPUHIIA, OBIIT
CMEePTHBIM!

YrpaBnsiomuit CyeTHIcs pSAoM C OCEBUINM Ha II0JI B ITOJIy0OMOPOYHOM COCTOSTHUY IOHOIIEH,
IIpefaras CBOI IIOMOIIb, HO DUPUX MOMHSJICSA Ha HOTH.

— Her, 6naromgapio, Ansbepuii, K cebe s MOy CaMOCTOSITeIbHO. Bo3Bpallaics K TOCTSIM.

YI0THO CBEPHYBIIKCH KaTAYUKOM Ha CBOEM JIOXKE ¥ 3aKPHIB I'Jla3a, DUPUX MEICIIEHHO BO30Iarofapul
BCeX 6OT0B 3TOT0 MUPA, MO3BOJIUBIINX €My YBUIETH CBOM YyBCTBA B UCTHHHOM CBETE, U C YIIHIOKOH
poIenTaj, oOHUMas MOmymIKy: «M 3aBTpa e 5T Bce CKaxXy eMy>»...

OH IIPOCHYJICS TOpa3fo Mo3xe 00BIYHOT0, KOTTIa COIHIIEe YKe CHUSJI0 BEICOKO B JIa3ypHOM Hebe,
OYKCTHBIIEMCS OT TYCTHIX 3UMHHUX 00/1aK0B. HaCKOPO YMBIBIITKCH XOJIOMHOM BOJOW U OJI€BIINCH B
HOBYI0, CBEPKAOIIYIO CHEXKHOM 0€TM3HOM MAaHTHIO C U3SIIHEIMU CepeOPSHBIME OTBOPOTAMH U
rajJyHaMHU 110 KpasiM, XpaHUTeNb O0IPOI TTOXOOKOM HAPABUIICST K MECTY CITy2KOHI.

MuHOBaB IOCJIeIHIO0 Taiepelo, YUPUX paclaxHyl BePbh, BEAYIIYIO Ha MJIOMAAKY Iepen MOCTOM, 1
3aMep Ha IT0pore, BIEMHUBIIKCH B KOBaHYIO PyYKy. CKBO3b OCEaloIIrii TYMaH U3 KaMeHHOH IIBIIH,
IIPOHM3AHHAIM IPKUMU KOCBIMHU JTydaMU CBeTa, IOHOIIA BUAe 6eblii cunyaT ['pOOHUIIEI U
o06710MaHHbIe Kpasi MOCTa, HaBUCAIOIIKMe HaJl TPOMacThi0 — HO CAMOI'0 KAMEHHOTO IIepexofa, 1o
KOTOPOMY IIPUBHIK IIPOXOAUTH IBAXK/EI B IeHb, O0JIbIIE HE OBINIO...

— BrIxoguT, 3TO BCe K€ KaTamysbTa?.. — OH oOpalrancs K caMmomy cebe, ¥ He Cpa3y 3aMeTHII
cTostiero psmoM rpada me Bepa.

— Ila, THI yragasi IpaBUJIbHO...

YT0-TO B TOJIOCE MMIIEPATOPCKOT0 APYTa 3aCTABUIIO IOHOIIY BHYTPEHHE CXKAThCS, TIOKOOHO MTPYKUHE.
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OH MeqIeHHO 00EPHYIICS ¥ 3arjIsSHYT B TUI0 Tpady — B OCYHYBIIEeCs U IOYEpPHEBIIee OT TOPs TUI0
YeJI0BEeKa, 3a ONWH OeHb IePEeKUBIIEr0 THICIYY CMEpPTeH.

— MOoHCeHBOD... 4TO 3TO 3HA4YUT?.. ['me rocymaps?.. OH 3HaeT?..

— OH TaM, Mo#i gpyrT... — Oe Bep ykasas BEITIHYTOU PYKOU B HanpaBieHUH ['poOHUIEL. — OTO ero
pelleHue. ..

Oipux CMOTPEI CKBO3b BOJOMA]] CTPYSIIUXCS IO BO3AYXY YACTHII ITHIJTM PACUIMPEHHBIMH OT y2Kaca
rJla3aMH, He B CHIaX CHOPMYIMPOBATH MEIC/IM ¥ YYBCTBA, HAKATHUBIIKME MOIIHEIM BaJIOM 1
OKOHYaTEJIbHO Pa3pYIIMBIIKME 3aUIUTHYIO IOTHHY. HakoHell, OH CyIOPOXKHO B3JOXHYI U GPOCHUIICS K
KPAIo IIPOIMAaCTH:

— Konpan, Heeet!!! Bepuucs!!! f... — cunbHas pyka 3axaa eMy pPoT, Apyras o0XBaTuia 3a IJIeYH.
I'pad c TpymoMm OTTaIIMI U3BUBAIOLIETOCS IOHOIIY OT CTPAIIHOr0 00phiBa, OLICTPO IIenya Ha yXOo:
«Tullle, MaJbII, TUIIE, OH BCe 3HAJ... HO ero 0O0JbIlle HeT... MoHuMaelnhb? OH yiuen K [[uHeo... Yien
HaBcermal!»

— He Bepio! — Jiipux Bce xke BripBancsa. — OH xuB! Y OyneT xKuTh, eCiiu MHI criaceM ero! Ecnu
ycreeM coOpaTh JIECTHUIIE MM HAaBECTH HOBBIM MOCT! UTo THI cToullb, rpad? 30BU NMofei, Kaxmoe
MT'HOBEHME A0POoro!

— Te1 3a6b1T 0 BTOPOM IOPLKHU Si0a, YMEJIBIY JIeKaph... — bepTpaH e Bep cMoTpen Ha
pa3BOpOYEHHBIE ylapaMy CHapsAoB IIJIUTH IOM HOTaMM, U3BJIeKas U3 CKJIafOK CBOETO Ialla
3HAKOMYI0 DUPUXY CKIITHKY U3 TEMHOT0 CTeKjia. — OH BBIIUJI IEpe[ TeM, KaK BCTYIIUTh Ha MOCT...

FOnoma BEIXBATUT U3 PYK I'pada COCyh, TepeBepHYyJI ero, CJI0BHO HaflesICh Ha Yy[0, X CO CTPAIIHOU
CUJIOU 3allyCTUJI B IIPOIACTh:

— IMpoknsaTee! UToOH 5 elre XOTh Pa3 B JKU3HU OTKIUKHYJICS Ha MOKOOHYI0 IPOChOy!..

— OTO He TBOS BHHA, JUBHHL,... — JIaOHb I'pad)a OIyCTUIACh Ha ero muedo. — OH IPOCHUII epenaTh
Tebe IUCHEMO.

«He BuHU HU ce0s1, HU MEHSI, MO IOHBIN ITPEKPACHBIN APYT, HACTOSIIIIET0 UMEHU KOTOPOTO 5 TaK U He
y3Hau. [la xpaHAT Te6s MUIOCTUBLEIE O0rH. Byab cuacTIuB!» — M30PBAHHBIA U CMSTHIN TPSICYLIUMUCS
pyKaMU JMCTOK TaKXKe I0JIETeJT B IIPOTAcTh, @ DUPHUX, MOUIATHIBASCh OT TOPSI, TOOPEeI poyb OT
MecTa, KOTOPOe TI0Ka3aoch eMy elle 6ojiee XKyTKUM, 4eM 311adoT Iajada U3 ero BOCIOMUHAHUY.

Bpems nepemen

— MoHcenbop rpad, K BaM rpad me Bep, — MONI0KUT MaKOPAOM U CKPEHIJICS 3@ OBEPBIO, TIOKA B HETO
He IoJIeTeNla OYepeqHasi Basa, UM Iapa CaHJalui.

— Huxkoro He Xejmnaro BUOETH!

— Hy-Hy, Tak THl Ipy3eill IPUHUMAEIIL B CBOUX HOBEIX ITIOKOSIX, MOU OParoleHHbIN JUBUHL? —
BepTpaH e Bep, KOTOPHIY He BUAe OLIBIIETO XpaHUTENsE ' pOOHUIIE OKOJIO ISTH IHEHN, KOTOPHIEe
IOHBIY [1aH IIPOBEJI B IOJIHOM OOWHOYECTBE, IIOJOLIENI K JIOXKY, Ha KOTOPOM CKOPYUIICA 3alljlaKaHHBIN
OUpHX, C [aBHO HEYECAHBIMHY, CIIyTaBIIUMUCS BOJIOCAMHU, ONETHIY B U3MATYIO U 3aJIUTYI0 BUHOM
MaHTHXI0. PacipaBu Kpay MOKpHIBaja U IPUCEN Ha Kpau JI0XkKa, II0JI0XKUB TAXKEIYI0 TEIIYI0 JIafoHb
Ha CIUHY J¥puxa.
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— JloBonbHO cKOpOU, Topa OpaThCs 3a Aefna, Mo¥ moporoi. Koupany Obisio Obl TpUsiITHEE BUOETH TE0S
B 3aJle COBETa, HEXKeNU B 3TOM HeyOpaHHO! KOoMHaTe!

— Konpany 6bl710 HamieBaTh Ha MeHsI, U Ha Te0s1, ¥ Ha BceX, — JUPUX YTKHYJICS HOCOM B MOAYIIKY,
ellle He IIPOCOXIIYIO OT IIPOJIUTHIX CTIe3.

— Ecnu Ow1 9TO OBIJIO TaK, OH OBl HE CTaN B ITOCTIeIHEE YTPO 3aHUMAThLCS TBOMM OyOyIIUM, ITpeBpalias
TeOs B rpada U BlIaieTeTbHOTO CeHbOPa, — Bo3pas3ui bepTpan me Bep, — Tak 4T0, MOHCEHBOP I'pad,
IIOOHUMAMCH.

— U He mopyMmato, — O#pux Kpemye BIEMUJICA PyKaMy BO BIaXKHYI0 TKaHb, — BepHeEE, S IOTHUMYCE,
HO TOJIBKO MJISI TOTO, YTOOBI HaBCeTa MOKUHYTh 9TOT IIPEKPACHBIN Kpal, 00peueHH bl KUTh MO
BJIACTHIO TyIOrojoBoro Maudpeqa...

— Bor yx aTomy He ObIBATBh!

— YO0 TH rOBOpUIIL, rpad?.. — DUPUX NPUIOHSAIICS Ha JIOKTSIX U 00E€PHYJICSA, U3YMJIEHHO TSI Ha
e Bepa gepes mnedo.

— To, 4TO CIIBIIIKUIID, MOM APYT... — I'pad MOTHSJICS C IIOCTENH, IIPOIIEeJICS 10 OKHA ¥ 00paTHO. —
CeropHs Ha COBETe s OTJIallly 3aBelllaHue IIOKOMHOI0 UMIIepaTopa KacaTellbHO
IIpeCcTOJIOHaciefoBaHus. HaliM HOBLIM IIOBENIUTETIEM CTaHET €r0 BRICOUECTBO Teomop, repLor fe
Bpus, enuHCcTBeHHBIN Ky3eH KoHpana u MaHdpena.

— Yac ot yacy He Jierue — ChHIH fie bopHelng Ha npecTose! A671049K0 OT THUJION I0IOHBKU, — JUPHUX
CKPUBUJICSA OT OTBPAIIEHUS IIPK OMHOM BOCIIOMUHAHUU O IIOCIEAHUM MUHYyTaX BHICIIETO Xpela. «M
BECb 3TOT yXKac, BCe 9TO TIIyMJIeHUe Hafl COOCTBEHHON YECThI0 — HAIPACHBI!»

— Y moncenbopa bopHeitns He ObITO meTel, a Teomop — CHIH JaBHO MOTHUOIIETO Ha BOMHE repiora
Cesapu, TakxKe IIPUXOIUBIIETOCS HAIIEMYy UMIIEPATOPY POIHBIM ASAel, — TePIEeIUBO U C YILIOKOMH
nosscaun beptpan ge Bep.

Oiipux BCKOYMJI C JI0XKa, 3allaX1uBasi MaHTHIO.
— Brmepserie crbimny 06 aToM mpuHIe! I'me BH €0 IpsiTaay, 3TOT0 TaWHOT0 HAaclIegHUuKA?!

— OH caM ceb4 ynpsTal, 3TOT HeYTOMOHHBIM CTPaHHUK Mopel, — rpad yKasan PyKoW B IEPCTHAX Ha
CHHIOIO T71afb 3a OKHOM. — [IpuHI] TPOBOAUT Ha Mope 0OJbIlle BpeMeHH, YeM Ha cyule. He3agomnro go
TOro0, KaK yitHu, Konpan Bri3Ban Teomgopa B cTonuily, 06bICHUB eMy B TUCbMeE, KakKoe Oynmylee ero
XKIeT, ¥ IPUHI] 00elan BCKOPe BEPHYThCS.

Oiipux 3aKycus rydy, BCIOMHUB CIIEHY B rajepee.

— Ecnu GBI TH TOJTBKO HaMEKHYJI, MOHCeHBOP Beprpasn!.. Ecnu G gJan MHe IIaHC IPegoTBPATUTh
BECh 9TOT yKac... — I0HOLIA COOPOTHYJICS IIPX MBIC/IA O CKOPYEHHOU OKOYeHEeBIer (PUrype psimoM ¢
MpaMOpPHBIM capKogaroMm. — Ho Beqb MoT4an o MociemHero!..

'pad TsKEeI0 B3MOXHYIL.

— 4 monro 6oposcs, DUBUHA, MOXKeIlb MHe MOBepuTh! Ho Bojst uMIepaTopa, ¥ ero orpoMHasi He
IPOXOofsIas 11000Bb OKa3aluCh CUJIbHEE MOUX IOBOJOB U JKeJlaHui... f IPOCTO cliefoBal JaHHOMY
MOEMY APYTY U IIOBEJIUTEJIIO CIIOBY, XOTS Ccepflle 06JIMBaoCh Clie3aMH IIPY BUJe TBOUX MY4YeHUH. ..
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— oBonbHO 00 3TOM! — DUPUX MOTHYJI TOJI0BOM, OTTOHSSI HOBBIM MIPUCTYII OTYASHUS U JKeJlaHue
3aBaJUThCS 00paTHO Ha JI0XKe B ce3aX. — [103BoIb MHe ITpUBECTH cebs B MOPANOK, rpad. A npuny
Ha COBeT.

— IIpekpacHo, MOHCEHbOD e MoHTeb, KAy TeOs s OTlalleHus TeCTaMeHTa U PEeIleHUs APYTUX
CPOYHBIX BOIIPOCOB.

CormacHo BoJie MOKOMHOTO uMIiepaTopa KoHpaza, ero Opyr BO3T/IaBUJI COBET U O BO3BPALIEHUS U
BOIlapeHHs NpUHIa Teomopa Ha3HayvyasCsd BEPXOBHLIM IIPABUTENIEM U PETEHTOM UMIIEPUU C
HeOorpaHWYEeHHBIMU ITOJTHOMOYKSIMY B OTHOIIEHUY IPHUHIIAa MaH(ppeaa, BCeX UMIIEPCKUX BOMCK, BCEX
COCJIOBUY, Ka3HHI, 3eMeJIb ¥ 3aBOEBAHHBLIX TEPPUTOPUIA.

Bricmiast apuCTOKpaTHs U YIeHH COBeTa IIPUHSIIHN 3Ty BOJII0 IIOKOWHOTO 6€3 MaJieHIInX BO3pakeHu .
Kak oxupnan pereHT, Bo3paxKeHUH CIefoBalo 0XKUAATh OT ero BhicoOUuecTBa MaH(ppea 1 ero BEpHbIX
pHILIapei.

YT10OB HEMHOTO 3a0BITHCS, BEIIITIECHYTh THEB U CKOPOb, ¥ TIOATOTOBUTHCS KO BCTPEYE C BParoM,
BepTpa# me Bep u OiBuHA ne MOHTeNb IT0 MHOTO YaCOB IIPOBOOMIM B (DeXTOBAIILHOM 3aJie U B
TMMHACHH, KaK U OPYTHe PHIlapy, BePHBIE PEreHTy U OyayleMy MOHapXy, Ha Ybe CKopeulee
TIOSIBJIEHUE OYeHb PACCYUTHIBAJIU, YTOOH YMEHBIIUTh PUCK BOOPYKEHHOTO BOCCTAHUS B CIIy4ae, ecliu
IIEPBBLIM B CTOJIUIY 3asIBUTCS POLHOM OpaT MOKOMHOTO.

OpHaxObl BeuepoM, BepHYBUIUCH K ce0e, IUPHUX, YCTaBUINH MOCIIE 11eJIOTO OHS TPeHUPOBOK, IIPUJIET
OTHOXHYTb, ¥ OBITT pa30yKeH Ha 3aKaTe OCTOPOXKHBIMU MTPUKOCHOBEHUSMU YbUX-TO TEILJIBIX PYK U
HEXHBIX T'y0, JTaCKaoUIuX I1el0 IPEePHBUCTEIM ObixaHueM. O0epHYBIUINCh, OH YBUAEI 3HAKOMOE JIUII0
IOHOTO apuCcTOKpaTa Mapuo, ogHOTO 13 naxei rpada ne Bepa.

— XM... TBOU TOCIIOIMH PEIIXI T03a00TUTHCS U O MOEM JIOCyTe?.. — CIIPOCOHBST DUPUX HE yCIIe
BO3MYTUTHCS, HO JIETKOE CMYIlIeHUEe BCe XkKe IMPUCYTCTBOBAJIO B €70 CO3HAHUM.

— MoHceHbOp Tpad He MPOTUB? — IOHOIIA MOTSAHYJICS K HEMY U TIOIEJIOBAI B T'yOHI, IIOMYTHO
pa3Bs3bIBas MATKUY xajaT rpada U 3amyckas JagoHu BHYTpb. OT IPUKOCHOBEHUS HEXKHEBIX TY0 U
YMeJIbIX PYK K CBoeMy 00HaXXKE€HHOMY TejTy, DUpux cHavasa 3aMmep. [IpUKpHIB r1a3a peCHULIAMU, OH
HACTOPOXKEHHO CJIefUTI 3a TeM, KaK TeMHas Ky[apsBas MaKyIllIKa CITyCKaeTCsl BCe HUXe II0 eT0
Ipo0yKIaloIeMyCs Tey, IIOTOM OTKHHYJI TOJIOBY ¥ CYOOPOKHO BEITHYJICSI HABCTPEUYy MSATKUM ry0am,
00XBaTHUBIIMM €TI0 €CTECTBO TYTUM, TOPSYMUM KOIbIloM. KoHell ero HeBUHHOCTH 03HaMEeHOBAJICS
B3PHIBOM 3MOILUM, KUTIEHUEM KPOBU U MOIITHEIM BHITIZIECKOM JTI000BHOM Briaru. ['msams, Kak Mapuo
CTUPAET I'ycThle OeJble Kallid €0 CEMEHU CO CBOETO JIMIla ¥ XKagHO 00/IM3bIBAET JIag0Hb, DUPUX
OTKUHYJI B CTOPOHY XaJlaT ¥ PHIBKOM IIPUTSHYJ I0HOIIY K ce0e, 611arogapHo U CTPACTHO LIeNys B
IPUOTKPHITHE T'yOBI, XpaHSIIUE ero 3amax U BKycC. Bce {yis Hero OBIJI0 BHOBE, HO MOJIOAOM Trpad
YBEPEHHO ITepeBepHYI Mapro Ha XKUBOT U IIPOIIENICS JOPOKKOM IIOLe/IyeB 110 CMYTIIBIM IIJIeYaM U
BBICTYTIAIOIIUM KOCTOYKAM [T03BOHKOB, CXKaJl TafOHSIMHU TJIagKKe IOIyIIapusi, MaCCUPYs U
pa3orpeBasi, 3aCTaBIIsAsg IOHOIIY HETEPIIEIUBO TOCTAaHBIBATh U MIPUKYCHIBATh TKaHb MOAYIIKU. OH
HaCJTyIIaCcs JOCTaTOYHO OTKPOBEHUN 10KaH, ¥ 3HaJl, Y4eM 3aMEHUTb OTCYTCTBYIOIIIEE IO PYKOH
MacjIo — cMa3aB ce0s CIIOHOM, OH MOTPY3HUJICS B Y3KYI0, IYILCUPYIOIIYIO OT BOXKIEIEHUS 1IETb.
Cama npupofa MofcKa3ajia PpUTM [ABUKEHUH, BCKOpe MPUBEAIINX K HOBOMY, 00IIeMy OISl BOUX IUKY
HacllaXJeHUs.

— Cnacubo, MUIBIN, — JUPHUX IIEMHY Ha YX0 pacrnpoctepToMy 6e3 cusl Mapuo u IoIeioBajl ero Bo
BJIaXKHBIN OT II0TA BUCOK.

— MHe NpuXTH 3aBTPa, MOHCEHLOP?..
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— Ia, — Jupux yaeOHyICS B TEMHEIE KYOPH, MBICIIEHHO IIPefCcTaBIsas ce0e, KakK 0TOIarogapuT
rpada me Bepa — oH maBHO 00eIan MOHCEHLOPY APYTY ¥ MOKPOBUTEII0 COBMECTHYIO OXOTY BHE
IIpefiesioB 3aMKa.

[TogcTpenus u3 apbaneTa mapy rycei u KOCymio, pereHT OTIIpaBuI Jo0kYY C erepsaMu 1 pabaMu Ha
KYXHIO, @ CaM IIPeMJI0OKUI DUPUXY BEPXOBYIO IPOTYJIKY B 00be3]] 3aMKa. HeKoTopoe BpeMsl CIyTHUKHU
MOJT4a exad PSAOoM, Kacasich roJI0BaMU I'yCTHIX, HaBUCAOIIUX HaJl TPDOIMHKOU BETBEU CO CBEXKEN
nucTBoU. [ToToM 06CynuIM HafeXHOCTh YKPEIJIEeHUH HUXKHET0 pyca KPeIOCTHHIX CTEeH B Cllydae
BOOPY2KEHHOT'0 HalafgeHNsl CTOPOHHUKOB IpuHlla MaHdpena. K yousnenuio rpada ne Bepa 1oHBIN
[aH BEICKa3bIBaJl BeCbMa TOYHLIE U eMKUe 3aMedyaHus, CBUETe/IbCTBYIOIINE O CEPbe3HOU BOEHHOU
IIOATOTOBKE. JUpux oTiIyYuBascd: «Ha Moel fajekou pogrvHe BCeM MaJjlbulKaM C paHHEro0 JeTCTBa
BOMBAIOT 9Ty HAyKy BMeCTe C TYMaKaM{ HaCTaBHUKOB, IIOA3aTEIIbHUKAMY, U TPOYUMHU
HEXHOCTSIMU!»

— Ila y, HaCJIbIIIaH! — PEreHT HaTSIHYJI TOBOMbS, IPUAEPKUBas CBOEr0 CKaKyHa U Iperpaxmnas
Oiipuxy gopory. — IJaBHO XOTeJl CIIPOCUTD Tebs... — rpad CKIIOHUICS B Cefiyie, KOHUYMKaMHU TajIbIeB
Kacasich 1eKH oHomu. — OTKyZa 9TH IIpaMbl, HaBCeTa MpuaBilrie IPeKpacHOMY JIUIY VIBIOKY
chunkca?..

Oiipux OMYCTHUI I'Ia3a, CTapasich YHATH BHE3amHoe cepalebuenue. Houw, mpoBenenHas ¢ Mapwuo,
COTBOpHJIA C HUM YTO-TO HEBEPOSITHOE — KOXKa CTajla YyBCTBUTEJIbHEH BO CTO KPAT, U OT JIerYauIiero
IIPUKOCHOBEHMUS BCIIBIXHYJIa I103KapoM, a 10 BCeMY TeJIy IIPOIIjia BOJIHa 03Ho0a.

— 310 CTapasi UCTOpPHUA, U HE CIIUIIKOM BecCejiafd, YTOOHI ee BCIIOMKUHAThL, MOHCEHBOD BepraH...

— IIpocTo BepTpaH, — MagoHb MyKYHHEI 00JIe€ YBEPEHHO MOTIaijIa TOPSINYIO IEeKy I0HOTo rpada,
CKOJIb3HYJIa B TyCThIE€ BOJIOCH, OTIHBaloIie cepebpoM. — HacTamo BpeMst COPOCUTb MacCKy U
paccka3aTh O MPOIIIOM, CKOJIb Obl MEYATBHEIM OHO HY OBUTIO — HE HAXOJUIIE?..

— He 3Hat... — Jifpux mMoKavas royioBo#, Tepeds moBombs COOCTBEHHON JIOIIAagu 1 3aCTaBISS ee
CTOSITH CIIOKOMHO.

— 41 He MOCTOMH TBOEro HOBepHs, DUBUHA? — KpemKas pyKa TBEPIO YXBaTHUa €ro 3a Ioa00pOIoK H
BCKUHYJIa JIUIO IOHOLIX K CBETY. B3risa ropsAux YepHbIX rjla3 pere’Ta BIUJICSI B CaMylo AYLIY:

— Heyxenu He BUOUINb, UTO 5 CXOXKY C yMa IIpu Bume Tebs?! Heyxenu He MOHUMAEIhb, YTO HAIIX
CymbOBI, BOSMOXKHO — HAJIOJTO... CBI3aHBI CAaMO¥ Cynb0oii?! IUBUHI, OyOb XKe MUIIOCEPOHBEIM, ITOapu
MHe XOTs Obl TEHb HafleK bl !

— BepTpaH, s TOTOB Ha MHOTO€ pagy APYKOBI TAKOTO YeJioBeKa, KaK Thl, HO He IIPOCH PAcCKa3aTh O
TOM, YTO S CTApPAlOCh BEIYEPKHYTH U3 MaMATH! — B3[MOXHYJ MOJIONOU YeToBeK. — BO3MOKHO, IO3XKe...

— Ecnu y Hac GymeT 3To «1103Xke», — B CBOIO 0Yepenb B3moxHYI rpad me Bep, mpuBnekas ditpuxa K
cebe [1s1 ONIroTo Mmotenys, — Ho s 6yay MOJIUTh 60T0B, YTOOH! OBLIO!

HOnw1 rpad, omeoMIeHHBIN TPO3BYYABIIUM IIPU3HAHUEM U HOBBIMHU BOTHYIOIIMMU OLTYIIEHUSIMHU,
KOTOPHIX ¥ K[aJl ¥ CTPAIIUJICS, BCe XK€ Halllesl CUJIBl BRIHBIPHYTh U3 pacciabiisiolnel HeTH Jlack,
KOTODPHIMH OCHITIAJI €70 CTPACTHHIN JTI0O0BHUK, YIOKHUBIINYN €r0 Ha IEePHOBYIO MOJISIHY, ITPOTPETYIO
CONHIIEM, ¥ 00HAXKAIOIIUN €0 TEJIO IOJ IPajioM I0IeIyEB.

— BeprpaH, MmraoBenue!.. fI xouy 3HaTh, 4To oropyaeT Te0s? K ueMy 9Tu B3[0XU U HEJOMOJIBKH?

— [To3xe, MO} cnagkuii... — pyku rpada oOBUINCE BOKPYT TOHKOW IOHOIIECKOW TaJluH.
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— T5I caM 3aroBOPUJI O JOBEPHUU... © MHE TPEBOXKHO... — JUPUX U3 NOCJIEAHUX CUJI IIBITAJICI
yIepKaTbCs Ha IpaHu pa3yMa.

I'pad pas3Ben ero oOHaXKeHHEIE HOTH, €T0 PyKa CKOJIb3HYJIa 110 BHYTPEHHE! T0BEPXHOCTHU Gempa K
CaMBIM HEeXKHBIM ITOTA€HHBIM MeCTaM, a TyObl MIeTHY/IX Ha YXO B3AParuBaloIleMy 0HoIe: «['pour
11leHa MoeMy 0JIarOpPOACTBY, €CJIH 51 CHeJial0 MPU3HaHue, nepXka Tebs B 00BATUAX... B JOIKHBIN
MOMEHT ThHI BCE Y3HAelllb... a OyIeT JIu IPOIeHue, ST MPOUTY B TBOUX I'Jla3aX... a Celyac JOBePhCs
MHE, MUJIBIH, ST OYeHb X04Y CHenaTh Te0S CYaCTIUBEIM!»

SprI/IX OTKHUHYJICA 3aTBIIIKOM Ha TEeIIJbII JEPH, CMEXKHB BEKH U O0THaBasACh CTPACTH.

B cuneM Hebe HaJl CIUTEIMU TeJIaMU JIIOO0BHUKOB ILJILIIA CTPOMHBIE XKYPaBIUHbEIE KITUHbS — IITUIIHL
BO3BPAIAINCH B CTapele FHe3xa. A B MO3ry JUprxXa, BMECTE C T'YJIKUMU TOJTYKaMU KPOBY, IIPO3ByYal
XpHUIbIii ronoc CBeppupa: «He Gorics, Manbiill, 3TO He cTpamrHo! Y He cepauch, 9YTO Tak BHIIIIO...
[JIyIO... I XOTeJl CAenaTh Tebs c4acTIuBEIM!..»

FOHoIIIa COmPOTHYIICS B OCTPEHIIEM Clla3Me HacClaXOeHusI, CMEeIIaHHOTo ¢ 60JbI0, M PacIaxHyII
r7a3a, YCTPEMHUB 3aTyMaHEHHBIH B3TJIsA] B 66CKOHEYHOCTh Hebec: «Jla, TeMHOTpUBSIi, TIYIIO
BHIIIO... HO ceiiuac mopapyiicsi 3a MeHs1, MUPYIOIIKMY B BEUHHIX YepTorax Acrapaa!»

XpOHUKU JUpUxa,
HamnucaHHbe AnbbepueM, yIpaBgiouM UMIIEPaTOPCKOro ABopa JlaHMapKa

— «...a B KOHIIe 1724 roga co gHS npaBneHus MnepaTopckou [JUHACTUY CITy4YUICS yY2KaCHBIM IITYyPM
3aMKa ¥ 3aXBaT CTOJIMIIE BOMCKAMU MSTEXHOT0 IprHIIa MaHdpena, He XKeJalollero mpu3HaBaTh
BOJTIO TTOKOMHOT0 OpaTa, pereHTCTBO rpada me Bepa u rpsigyiee mpaBjieHre CBOET0 MIEMSIHHHUKA,
MOHCeHbopa fe bpusa. YOuB mouTH Bcex 3alUUTHUKOB KPEIIOCTH, IIPUHIT C COOOIITHUKAMK BOPBAJIUCH B
3aJI COBETa, OXPaHsIeMbIH rBapaeiaMu PerenTa, 1 moTpeboBaIu BHIaYHd CaMOro PereHTa mms
pacnpastl. [IpuHIl MaHbpe[ B IpUCYTCTBUM BCEX NT9POB 00BHHUI Irpada me Bepa B cmepTu [uHeo u
y4aCTUH B 3aT0BOpPEe IPOTUB MOKOMHOTO UMIIepaTopa, KOTOPHIM COCTaBUJIXA CaM IIPUHII U €T0
TOKOWHBIN Iss1, MOHCEHBOP e bopHelns, nabkl OrpaguTh CTPAHY U MOOOAHHBIX OT ITPaBIeHUS
uMIepaTopa-6e3ymia. [TpunIii MaHndpen HacTauBasl Ha TOM, YTO IPegaTelb He MOXKeT OBITh
IIOTIEYHTEJIEM BhHICIIEH BIACTH, TeM 6olee — Ha3HAUEHHHIH Ha ITOCT PereHTa HEBMEHSIEMBEIM, U He
JKeJas KOaTh TpuOBITHS repiora Teogopa, HacTauBal Ha HEMeOJIEHHOW Ka3Hu fe Bepa u
CcoOCTBEHHOM KOPOHAINY, KaK efUHCTBEHHOT0 3aKOHHOT0 IpaBuTesis JlaHMapka. MHeHUs phillapeil u
yneHoB CoBeTa pa3menunanuch. MHOTHE BEPUIIM B HEBUHOBHOCTb MOHCEHbOPA fie Bepa u ObLIN IOTOBH
3AlUINATE €r0 IeHOW COOCTBeHHOU XKU3HU. M TyT CITy4mIoCch HeBEPOSITHOE — MOHCeHbop bepTpan
chenan mpu3HaHue, U3 KOero CjIefoBasio, YTO OH COOCTBEHHOPYYHO CTOJIKHYII C ITaparneTta 6ankoHa
I0HOTO ()aBOpHTA CBOET0 ITOKOMHOTO I'OCIIOANHA, OyAyYX YBEPEHHBIM, YTO CMEPTh [IMHEO MTOCTYyKUT
611aroM rocymapcTBy, 4TO UMIIepaTop 3a0ymeT HecYaCTHOTO IOHOINY ¥ CTaHeT O0Jbille BpeEMeHH
yIeNsaTh BOIpocaM yIpaBieHus... [Ipy momHOM MondaHuu 4yieHoB CoBeTa U BCeX, KTO IIPUOBLI C
IPUHIIEM, BHE3AITHO BIIEPE[ BHIIIEN I0HBIN rpad me MouTens, ObBIUY XpaHuTesb ['pobHuIel. O
IIPU3BaJT COOPABIIMXCS K CIIPABEIIUBOMY Cyaoy Hap yOwuiiiei [IMHeo, a caM BBI3BAJICSI HEMEJIEHHO
ITOKOHYUTBH C MPETEeHAYIOUIMM Ha BJIaCTh XKECTOKUM IofJieloM MaHdpenoM 1 U3BJieK U3 HOKEH Med
npsmo B 3ane CoBeta. [IpHHII OTBETUII HAIMEHHBIM 0TKA30M IIPUHSTEH BEI30B 6€3POIHOT0 BEICKOUKH.
U TyT CcIy4dnnochk HeBEPOATHOE — OUBKH[ Oe MOHTEeNNb Ha3BaJiCs UMEHEM JaBHO CTUHYBIIIETO
KoHrepa HoppmaHua Oiipuxa, 4bs KecToKas U yKacHas rubeb BoIIa B JereHab. TakuM 00pa3oM OH
yTBEePKAall CBOe MPaBO CPa3UThCA C NpHHIEM JlaHMapKa Ha paBHBIX. Prillapy mopakeHHO MOJYaly,
He 3Hasl, 4eMy BepuTh. [IpuHI ke MaHpen MpuKa3aa IPUBECTH B 3aMOK COAEpKalllerocs B
KaHfajax IJIeHHNKa — HU3JI02KEeHHOT0 UM KOHYHTa Xapasbfa fCHOr1a30ro, KOTOPRIM CO Cle3aMHy Ha
r7a3ax IOATBEePAUTI, YTO OBIBIINY XpaHUTENb ['DOOHHUIIL EICTBUTENIBHO SBISETCS €T0 KPOBHBIM
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CBIHOM, 9ygoM n3bexkaBmuM cMepTu. Torga npuHn MaHdpen, 6axBansich Myllle IPexKHETO, U
IIPUIIOMUHAS BCE CBOM BOEHHBIE TI00EMHI, BHIILIEN Ha MTOEAUHOK C TPpeKpPacHBIM IoHoIel. Mcxon
TIOeIVHKA PEIIUIN CBeTIIbie O0TH, MPUCYOuB mobely MCTUTENO 3a MoKoWHbIX Korpana u [Tureo. Temo
1100eXKIeHHOT0 orpebyI B UMIIePaTOPCKOM YCHIanbHUIIE, a T0OeIUTeNI0, e [UHOTYIIHBIM
petreHreM CoBeTa ¥ IPUMKHYBIINX K HEMY phillapei ObIu BpyueHs Opa3abl PereHTCTBA — [0
npubsITHA Tepiora Teogopa. KoHrep 9iipux OTIyCTUI C MUPOM CBOETO OTIIa, He IepKa Ha Hero 37a
3a MpOIIJIoe, M BEPHYJ eMy BIacTh HaJl CTpaHOU NpenkoB. TakxXke OH fan ceobonmy rpady me Bepy,
IIPEIOCTaBUB €T IperpelleHnss COOCTBEHHOM COBECTU. B packasiHuu MOHCeHbOP bepTpaH HaloXumn
Ha cebs PyKH.

[TpuObIBIIMIT BCKOPOCTH TepIior Teomop He MmoxKenan IPUHSITh BRICIIYIO BJIACTh, BRICTYIINB Iepe[
CoBeTOM C peublo, OH YTBEPLUII Ha IPECTOJIe HauIyyllero u3 KaHouaaToB — Perenra Jupuxa,
nociaHHoro JlanMapky camor Cynp060#, BeIJall 3a HETO CBOIO I0HYI0 ceCcTpy KapMenuH, U OTObLI B
HOBOE IIJTaBaHue 1oce ux OpakocoyeTaHus U KopoHaluy MmnepaTtopa Jitpuxa ITepeoro,
ocHoBaTesd Bropou [IluHacTHU, IPaBAIIero C Beludaullled MyOpOCThIO U CIIPaBeAIMBOCTHIO BOT yXKe
IIeCTHAALATh JIeT», — MMIepaTop 3aKOHYMI YTEeHUe ¥ CKPYTUJ ATHHHBIN CBUTOK, IIpsya YILIOKY B
yroiKax ry0, — 9To [oX0xke Ha HaarpoOHyio anuTaduio, Mou moOpsiit Anbbepuii!

— YTO THI, TOCYHaph, UTO TH! — CTaphlil yIIpaBUTENL BOPa 3aMaxall pykaMu. — [la XpaHsT Te0s
CBeTJIble OOTH ellle MHOTHeE jieTa! f IuIs Hamucas IpaBay, CTapasch He PaCTEKaThCS MEBICIIBIO U
IPUOEPKUBATHCS UCKITIOUUTENIBHO CAMOT0 BasKHOTO!

— XM... HEIJIOXO IOJIYYUIIOCH, ¥ BIPSAMb — HUYETO JIUIIHETO0, — DUPHUX NIPOTSIHYI CTAPUKY CBUTOK. —
[TycTh XpaHUTCS B MOEM KaOMHETe, a ThHI IPOMOJIKAl B TOM XK€ Jyxe, YTOOBl XPOHUCTHI MOUX CHIHOBEM
¥ BHYKOB MMeJIH IIepef I'la3aMy JOCTOMHLIN IIPUMED.

— l'ocynaps, pa3 yX& pedb 3alllna 0 TBOUX CEIHOBBSIX, — CTAPBIM YIPABIAIIINYN CMYLIIEHHO
KanuisiHyn. — [Ipunn KoHpap BOT y2Ke BTOPOM pas M03BoJINII cebe BEPHYTHCS B 3aMOK JaJiIeKo 3a
[IOJIHOYb... ¥ OXpaHa IOTBOPCTBYET 3TUM €ro II03IHUM BEIJIa3KaM B rOpof... ['ocymaphias
6eCroKouTCH. ..

OUpUX BHOBH YILIOHYJICS.

— 4 B Kypce Bcex gen KoHpafia, cTaprHa, He 0 4YeM IepeXkuBaTh, 1 CaM IIOTOBOPIO C CyIPyrou, —
NATHAAATUIETHUN HacJleOHBIM IPUHI OB IPefeibHO OTKPOBEHEH C OTI[OM, U JUPUX 3HAJI, KOT0
HaBelllasl ero CHH B cronuie. — Yro-Hubyms emie?

— Ilpunn Xapanbg, rocyaaph... C 9TUM BOBCE Cllagy HET — TO AparolleHHble Ba3bl U3 IyKa
PacCTpeuBaeT, TO CTAaTyH C KPHIIIXA COMBAET U3 CBOMX UYOHBIX «MAIIMH»! — IT0XKaI0BaICS
YIIPaBJISOLINN.

— O nma, sHeprus u3 Xapsu Tak u 6bet! — cornacuncs MMnepaTop. — IToTepnu elle HEMHOTO,
CTapuHa, CKOPO S OTIPABIII0 CPEeIHEr0 ChIHA Ha (PJIOT K MOHCEHbOPY Teomopy — TaM ero UHKEHEPHO-
pa3pylIXTeIbHEE TaJaHTH Pa30BbIOTCS B JONMXKHOM pycie. Ho Benp 310 He Bce?

— TrI KaK Bceryla BUAMIIL HACKBO3b, I'OCYaph, — CTAPUK B3NOXHY. — [legaroru TpeThero MpuHIIa,
CBeppupa, XKanyiTcs, YTO MaJIbuiK ITOCTOSTHHO y0eraeT ¢ ypOKOB B KOHIOIIHY U TICApHU, U
IpefnoYuTaeT IIOCTUTaTh MaCTEPCTBO KOHOBAJIA B yiep6 ¢unocopuu 1 TpouyuM BEICOKUM HayKaMm!

— ITomXKHa XkKe MOs CTPacTh K Me[IMILIMHe IlepeflaThCsa XOTh KOMY-TO U3 JieTel! — paccMmesncs
ITPaBUTENTD, JIYKaBO IIypst OOMbIINE CUHUE TJa3a, CTOJb XKe sICHBIe, KaK ¥ B I0HOCTH. — Hy, 3T0 Bce?

— Ox, rocygapb, ecnu OBL...II0Ka Thl 00be32Kasl JajibHie TPOBUHITMY, MIaAIINi U3 TBOUX CHIHOBEH,
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BepraH, TOXKEe OTJIMYMJICS — 3asIBHJI, YTO HE XOUeT IIOCTUTATh 3HAHHUS I10[ OIIEKOH MYIOPEBIX 2KPEIOB,
4YTO 3TO CKYYHO XU HYJHO, X OH IIPEeOIIo4del OBI B3SITHCST 3a MeY U JIYK... 41 3TO B 0€CATh net!..

— W 3T0 HM Kaniu He YOAUBUTEIbHO, CTapUHA, IIOCKOIBKY S CaM B €r0 T'OJbl BOBCIO YIIPaXKHSJICH C
OPYyXkKHKEM U CTPEJISI MEeNKYI0 qudb. A 4TO negu KapmenuH, 3mopoBa?

— XBaJsa 6oraM, Ballle BeJIMYECTBO, U B IIPEKPACHOM 30PaBUU II0CJI€ POXKIOECHUSA MAJIBIIIKKA ITPUHIIECCHL
OXKHMAaeT Bac B CBOUX MOKOSIX! — ynpaBJ’IHIOH.II/Iﬁ HHM3KO IIOKJIOHHUJICA W YKa3adJl 2Ke3JIOM B
HallpaBJI€EHHUH 30JI0YEHBIX nBepeﬁ, COEINHAIOIINX allllaPTaMEHTEI I/IMHepaTopa N ero XKeHHI.

— IMo3xe, Anpbepuii, cepBa pa3depeMcsi ¢ MOATOTOBKOM K TopzkecTBaM. Korga mpuObIBaeT
MOHCEHbOP TeoIop ¥ YTO TaM C IIOCOJILCTBAMU OT HAIMX BaCCal0B? — JUPUX OMYCTHUIICS B YIOOHOE
KpPEecIIo.

[Io ©3BEYHOMY KPYTY

[ToKOHYUB C feslaMu ¥ HaBECTUB CYNPYTY C HOBOPOXKIEHHOU N04Yeprio, FiMepaTop o 0OEKHOBEHUIO
OTIIPABUJICS IPOTYISATHCSA II0 CBOEMY OTPOMHOMY ABOPIYy. HaBecTus criHOBEeH U OOJIbHEIX
CAHOBHUKOB, BHIC/IyIIAJl HECKOJIBKO CPOYHBIX JOHECEHU!N U HOBOCTU U3 CTOJIULIEL

OUpux NOHSJICS Ha BHYTPEHHIOI KPEIIOCTHYI0 CTEHY U IIPOIIIeJI 10 YII0BOM CMOTPOBOM OalllHH,
OTKyZda OTKPBIBAJICS BUJ HAa MOPCKOM 3aluB. B IpOCTOPHOU raBaHU, OKPYXKEHHOU KUTIIaPUCOBLIMU 1
ITaJIbMOBBIMM POIIAMU, CTOSIIM Ha pPeljle MHOTOYKCIeHHEIe BOEHHBIE ¥ TOPTOBLIE KOPAOIU O[T ajTbIM
¢bnarom JlanMapka, a Ha JajleKOM TOpHU30HTE BULHENIach 3cKagpa repuora ae bpusa, o npubnmxeHnn
KOTOPOU eMy TOJIBKO 4TO JoI0XKuiu. Ha gyine y Oupuxa CTajo TelIo — OH HEM3MEHHO pafoBacs
BH3UTaM repiora Teomopa, CBOET0 U3YMUTENIBHOI'0 CBOOO0/TI00MBOTO IIIypUHA, ITOapPUBIIET0 My
IIPECTOJI, CBOI0 UCKPEHHIOI0 Ipyk0y ¥ HeMaJso ropsSYux HoYel. ..

B3arnsag MMmnepaTopa CMeCTHICS HaJlIeBO, K CHSIONIEH B COTHEYHOM cBeTe ['poOHuIe, OTIeIeHHOM OT
3aMKa HeIIpOXOOHUMOM IIPOIacThio. B MepBrIe IOkl CBOET0 IPaBIeHUsT DUPUX ellle X0TeN
BOCCTAHOBUTH MOCT ¥ HOJIXKHHIM 00pa30M IMOXOPOHUTh OCTAaHKHU IMOKOMHOT0 KoHpanma, HO yeM O0JIblie
IIPOXOOUIIO BDEMEHH, TEM 3TO XKejlaHKe Ka3anochk MMmepaTopy Bce MeHee ITPaBUIbHBIM, U B
KOHEYHOM MTOT€ OH PEIINI OCTAaBUTh BCe, KAK €CTh — IMaMSITHUKOM BeuHoi JI100BH, B TOM BHUE, KaK
TOTO ITOXKeJjaa caM KoHpaj, IpUHSABIINE CMepTh, 00HSIB capKodar CBOero BO3/IH00IeHHOTO...

OUpHUX MHOTO [AyMaJl O Jit00BH, OBII OYEHb IIPUBSI3aH K CBOEH KeHe, TOPOUICS IeTbMHU, HO HU OOUH U3
KOPOTKUX, IYCTh U IPKUX, pOMaHOB MiMniepaTopa ¢ KpaCUBLIMU IOHOIIAMU U OTHaIeHHO He ITOXOOUIT
Ha riay0okue u BepHble oTHoIIeHus Konpana u [Juneo. A cepptie Teoopa JuIllh HANIOJIOBUHY OUITIOCH
11 HETO — BTOPAsi, ¥, OYEBUIHO, YTO OOJIBbINAS ITOJI0OBUHA XK1JIa JTI000BBIO K MOPCKHUM IIPOCTOPAM U
IyTeLIeCTBUSIM B HeU3BeaHHLIE Kpasi.

«Kak roBopUTCS, KaXKAOMY CBO€... — JUPUX I'Iy00KO B3TOXHYJI, TS Ha CUSIONINN UaeabHON
0enmu3HOM KymoJl ' pOOHUIIBE, — ¥ MHE yXKe II03IHO Me4TaTh... HO MHOTHA TaK U ITOAMBLIBAET
B3MONMUThCS K HebecaM, He moxkemnapuuM mociaaTh MEHe TAKOU mo0Bu — Bo3bMuUTE Bee! M mMyCTh...»

— l'ocymaps, IPOCTH, YTO TPEBOXKY, TPUOLIIO ITOCOILCTBO U3 HoppaaHa, — [eXKYpPHBIN agbIOTAHT
TIOYTHUTEJILHO CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY.

— Ia, uny... «BoMCTHHY — TJIYIIO ¥ IMO3MHO MEYTaTh!» — DUPHUX ORICTPO CIYCTHIICS II0 JIECTHHIIE
HaIpPaBUIICS K cebe, YTOOH TepeoeThCs /ISl TOPKECTBEHHOTO ITpreMa TOCTeH.

X X %
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HaxkoHeuy, amo 6eckoHeuHoe wecmeue 3a NPonaxwum Nomom pblliapem 8 ceepkarou,ux docnexax, u
Heobxodumocmb cMompems 8 e20 6azposvill Obluull 3aMblA0K 3dKOHYUAUCH ) NOOHONCUS MPOHA,
8038blWAKULE20CA HAO 3amMoa4yasuell Mu2 moinoll npud8opPHbLIX, NOO0OHO Kopabto, 8030emomy Ha
epebHe neHHoU B80/1Hbl — 6eblll MPAMOP NOOHOMCUA, CUHUL KoBep € 3010MblMU Y30PHbIMU KAHMamu
N0 Kpasam, MAaccugHbsle Ab8UHbIE /1anbl 0NOP, N0OA0KOMHUKU 8 8ude My20 CKPY4eHHbIX MOPCKUX
PAKOBUH, U3Pbl2alOU,UX NOMOKU 30/10MblX 800, MOYEHble CMYy2/1ble NAAbUbl, YKPAUWeHHble
02POMHbIMU cangupamu u pybuHamu 8 u3biCKaAHHOU onpase, Cmo/b Jce 3dz20peble, CMPAHHO
6e380./10Cble HO2U 8 CAHOANUSIX U3 30/104€HOU KodiCU, Kpatl 6az2psaHOl, C/108HO C8eHCASl KPOBb,
MYHUKU, WUPOKUU NOAC, 0X8AMbIBAOW,UU CUAbHOE, HCUAUCTOE MEeA0 MOA00020 MYMHCUUHbL HA
mpoHe...

I1oH He CMeJI, la ¥ He XO0TeJl TOMHSATh IJ1a3, YTOOH! B3TJITHYTh B JIUII0 ITPABUTENTIO 3TOTO MUPA,
UTPYIIKOM KOTOPOT'0 ero HaMepeBaJCs ClielaTh HeHaBUCTHHIM 3aXBaTUMK, COJIOBbEM Pa3/IMBAIOLIUNCS
y TIpecTojla — OH [ie U JII0OUT, ¥ TIOUYUTaeT cBoero OpaTa ¥ Opyra HapaBHe ¢ 6oraMu, ecnu He 6oJbiie!
W BCIO HETIOKOPHYIO ATTAHTHUOY OH CKOPO OpocuT K ero HoraMm! OH 3aCTaBUT TYIBIX BapBAapOB JIK3aTh
TIOJIOIIBE 6OTOPABHOI0 JWpHXa, BeTUYAKIIero 13 mpaBuTesnel Bo Bcel uctopuu!.. U3 yBaxkeHus K
KOEMY OH, BEPHBIU COJIfaT ¥ IIePBHIU NOANaHHBEIM KOPOHH JIaHMapKa, faxe He IPUTPOHYJIICS K
IIpesieCTHOMY ¥ HEBUHHOMY I0HoIIe-paby, KOTOPOTo IPEOAHOCUT B lap CBOEMY BelTukoMy Opaty! —
BOT TaK, OTKPHITO, TTepef BceMu! — JIMOH 4yTh He 3aOXHYJICS OT SPOCTH U 00JIH, eT0 HU3KO
CKJIOHEHHOE JIUIIO BCIIBIXHYJIO0 TEMHBIM pyMsiHIleM. OH KeJan OBl ITPOBATUTECS B CaMYyI0 TTTy0O0KYI0 U3
TeX MPOIMACTeN, YTO OTHEIISIOT HEIIPUCTYIIHOE 3aMKOBOE IIJIAaTO OT BCET'0 CBETA, JIUIIL Obl HE OBITh
BBICTABJIEHHBEIM Ha Bceobiriee 0603peHue nepef 3Tol 6e3yMHOM Pa3BpaTHOM TOJIION M UX
OTBPATUTENIbHEIM T'OCIIOAUHOM!

— Bo3MoxkHO, TH X0po1Io ofpalancs ¢ 3TUM HeCYaCTHHIM, JOPOroi Oparel], HO BIOJIHE 0YEBUMIHO,
YTO I0HOIIA He B ce0e OT BOJTHEHUS ¥ IepeyToMIeHus. Kak ero 30ByT? — rojioc C BEPUIMHbI OKa3aJICs
OTHIOIb HE TPOMOIIONOOHKIM U He IPyOBIM, CKOPEE IIPUTITYIIIEHHO-YCTAJIBIM U Yy Th XPHUILIBIM.

— 4 He cTan cupalIuBaTh ero BapBapCcKoe UM, rocymapb. Ha30Bu ero Tak, Kak COUTEIIb HyKHEIM,
CUSITeNIbHBIN! — yCMexHYJICS agMupan ge bpus.

— W nanpacHo, Mo#i foporou! — MiMrepaTop CIyCTUJICA II0 CTYIIEHSIM, OTHAEJISAIOIIUM €r0 OT
HEBBICOKOTO 30JI0TOBOJIOCOT'O CO3/IaHHUs C Ila3aMy IBeTa HeOa U HeXKHBIM PyMSHIIEM Ha 0€3B0OJIOCHIX
mekax. — Kak Te6s 30ByT, Musbiii?.. TonbKO He MPUAYMbIBal, Ha30BU CBOe, JaHHOe Tebe mpu
poOXpeHuu ums!

IuoH, 60pHCB C BHYTPEHHUM HAIIPAXKEHNEM U BCIIYIINBASCh B JTIACKOBLIE MHTOHALINK, HE CYJIsAIIUe
HUYEero yZKaCHOI'O U YHU3UTEJIbHOT' 0, BCe XK€ IMOOHAII I'OJIOBY.

— Mensd 30ByT [I10H, ceH [ecriepa.

— Y0 XKe, mpekpacHo, OyIb MOMM TOCTEM, ECJTU TI0XKeaelb, [[uoH. 'ocTeM, a He IITEHHUKOM,
IIOCKOJIBKY MOHCEHbOP Teomop elre He 3HaeT, 4TO paOcTBa B JJaHMapKe BOT yKe IOJIrofia KakK He
CylIecTByeT! — JUpHUX ImepeBes B3I C IPEeKPaCHOr0 JIMIA IOHOT'0 aT/IaHTa Ha U3YMJIEHHO
BEITSHYBIIIeecs 60popaToe U1 cBoero apyra. — [a, ga, moporoi Teomop. YTo XKe 10 TBOUX
yOBITKOB, Ka3Ha BO3MECTUT UX, HO BIPeMb 5 3ampelrai paboToprosio naxe tebe!

Anmupar CIpaBHUICS C YOUBIEHWEM U CBEPKHYI OeNbiMu 3y0aMy B OTBETHOM yCMEIIIKe.

— Hy, OT‘-IYJII/IJI! A 4o, BOO6I.T.I€‘-T0 BEPHO, HaBHO I10P4, HO PEIIUTLECA Ha HOJIO6HOG MOT TOJIBKO ThI!
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[Ipotien mecs,.

ViMmepaTop BCTPETHUJI PaCCBET Ha MPUBLIYHOM [iJis ce0s MecTe — B CMOTPOBOM OalliHe, 00paleHHON
K Mopio. Ero riny6okue pasMbIIIIIeHNs IpepBaiy JleTKue, TOYTH HeBeCOMBIe IIaTrk 3a CIUHON — KTO-
TO IopHsICS B OamHio. Cepalle O¥ipuxa Ha MUT 3aMepJIo U 3acTydaso OBICTpee, KOrza OH IogyMall,
YTO 3TUM [EeP3KUM, IIPEPBABIINM €T0 YeOUHEHHe MOT OBITh OIUH YeJIOBEK, 0 KOTOPOM OBLIM BCE €0
MEICTIH B IIOCTenHee BpeMs. MMnepaTop He crennn 060paduBaThCs, BCe TaK XKe HeOTPHIBHO IISAS B
CyMpauHble ouepTaHus 6eyioi O6alrHy ¢ CUAOMMM KYII0JIoM Ha (OHe TEMHO-CUHET0 MOpS.

— l'ocynaps, ceromHsi OTOBIBaeT 3CKafpa agMupaa fe bpusa...

— 4 3Ha10, — OT 3TOT0 TUXOI'0 T'0JIOCA C MIEBYYMM aKIIeHTOM Ceplle MaflaeT B IPOIACTh, @ HO3IPHU
TPETeIlyT OT TOPbKO-CIaJKOr0o apoMaTa CBepKaloIKUX 30JI0TOM BOJIOC.

— l'ocynmaps xkemnan y3HaTb MO€ PeIleHne, TO3TOMY S 3[ECh...
— Cnymato Teb6st, — DUPHUX BIIMBAETCS HOT'TSIMH B KAMEHHOEe OrpaKieHue MIIOMauKy.

— Mos ponuHa Tak MpeKpacHa, YTO pacCTaBaHUe C HeH CYNTUT CMEPTh, — IIem4YeT HeXXHHIHN T0J10C,
BCe MPUOIUKASICE.

— Tak ye3xaii! ITouemy ThI 70 CHX TIOP He Ha OOPTY afMHUPAIbCKOM ranepr?! — MMmepaTtop pe3ko
000payMBaeTCs, B €r0 CHHUX I'Ia3aX BCIBIXMBAET TEMHOE IJTaMsi, OPOBU CYPOBO COBUTAIOTCS Hafl
TOYEHOU ITEePEHOCUIIEH.

— [ToToMy, 4TO TBI TOX0XK Ha OOTOB MOEM POOUHBL... ¥ 5T PEIIUIT OCTaThCsI, — [[MOH CMYIIEeHHO
yNbI0aeTCs ¥ IPOTSATHBAET TOHKYIO PYKY, IEPEBUTYIO IPUUYIJIMBEIMU 30JI0TBHIMU OpaciieTaMu.

[TepBble ny4yu COMHIIA 0TOPACHIBAIOT sipKUe OIMKM Ha ITapyca OTILIBIBAIOIIKUX KOpabiiel, OKyThHBAOT
MSATKUM CUSTHHEM IIOTPYKEHHYI0 B BEYHHINM COH Oe1oMpaMOpHYIo ['poOHUILY, ¥ COTPeBai0T CBOUM
TEIJIOM IIPEeKPacHyIo Ilapy, CTPACTHO IeyIoIIyocs B OalllHe HaJ MOPEM.
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