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AHHOTaUusA

Meeaan ApmcmpoHe 8awbieHa 8 kpacugoz2o ucnati,a Imuauo Puoca. Ho pazge amom udean
MYJHCUUHbI MOJCem obpamumb 8HUMAHUE Ha Hee, secbMda 00bIuHY0 Oesywky? Tem 6osee Ymo OH
yarce siceHam... Ho koeda Mezan y3Hana, ymo Omuauo paseescs, 8 Hell poduidcv Hadexucoa...

Kum JlopeHC

He CKpPbIBasa 4YyYBCTB

I'maBa 1

OMUNKO cHenaj I'JI0TOK U TYT XKe CKPUBUIICA — Kode yKe OCThII. [IompaBUB OOHOM PYKOM TaJiCTYK,
OH TIOCTaBUJI YaIlIKy ¥, B3TJISTHYB Ha YacChl, TOCIENIN K BEIXOAY. [Ipu GOJbINOoN yiadye ¥ OTCYTCTBUU
Ipo0OK Ha [Ioporax OH CMOXKeT BCTPETUTh PO3aHHY B a3pOIIOPTY, a 3aTeM yCIeTh Ha paboTy K
necsatu. KOHEYHO, 5TO HECKOJIBKO ITI03AHOBATO, HO Y Haya/IbHUKa BCerfa eCTh ONpefe/ieHHbIe
IIPUBUIIETUU.

Bnpoqu, HEKOTOpPBI€ CUUTAJIK, YTO BCA €TI0 ZKU3Hb — OOHa OoJbImnas IIPUBUJIIETUS. ,[[pyrI/Ie B CBOUX
MEICJISAX IIOIIJIN €IIle OaJIbIIE, KaK Td aKTPHCA, KOTOPYIO OH COIIPOBOZKOAJI Ha BYEPAIIHIOIO IIPEMBEDY.
OnHa Ha3Baja ero 3rOUCTOM, npu4yeM JOCTaTO4YHO I'POMKO.

OMUITHO TIPUHSIT 3TO 0CKop6eHue ¢ umocodckoit yaeibkoi. Ee MHEHUE aOCOMOTHO HUYETo He
3Hayuyo0 misg Hero. OHM Jaxe ellle He CIIajau BMECTe — U BPSI M KOTHa-HuOymb OymyT, MyCTh Jaxke
TI032Ke OHA ¥ U3BUHUJIACH.

MoxeT, akTpuca 1 IpaBa — OH AeNUCTBUTENILHO 3roucT. BooOIe-To 3T0 He 0c000 €ro BOITHOBAJIO.
Pa3Be BO3MOKHOCTh OBITh STOMCTUYHHIM — He IIPEUMYIIEeCTBO CBOOOMBI M OTCYTCTBUS KaKUX-TH00
Cepbe3HBIX OTHOIIEHUM?

Panbile OMUIMO TONHKO U [iefiajl, YTO YTOXK/al BCEM, B TOM YUCJIE X CBOEMY OTIy. OTO
OecpeKOoCIOBHOE TIOCYIIaHKe BRIJIUIIOCH B €ro paHHUM Opak U Mocaeqyooumi pa3sos. Torma ol OB
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CJIIMIIKOM MOJIOH, TJIYII © CaMOHAOesH.

TeopeTHYeCKU €T0 OTell TpaB. IMUIIKO U Po3aHHa COCTABISAIN UAEANbHYIO Mapy. Y HUX GBIJI0 MHOTO
o61ero: oba nMprUHAaAIEKaIM K OQHOMY KPYTy, 00a IPOMCXOAUIIN U3 XOPOIINX CEMEH.

CKOHB3HYB Ha BOOUTEJIECKOE CUOEHEE MAIIWHEL U IIPDUCTETHYB PEMEHD, SMUIINO T'OPBKO y.T[BIGHy.HCfI.

Jlyu Puoc mpuiien B spocTh, KOTHa pacmascs 6pak OMuUImMo. B xo momum yrpo3s ¥ 3alyTuBaHus, HO
OHU He MTPOU3BeNIM HUKAKOTO BIIeYaTIEHUS Ha ero ChIHa. IMUJIUO MITKO HaMEKHYJ Ha OTCYTCTBHE
m06BM — BIIOJIHE MTpUEMJIEMas IPUYMHA Pa3Bofa.

Kaxk 1 M0XKHO OBITIO 0KUOATh, OTEI] COBCEM He IIOHSII UPOHUM.
— JI1060BB? — IIPe3pUTEeNIbHO XMHKHY JIyn Proc. — C KaKux 9TO IIOP TH ¥ HaC POMaHTHUK?

STOT BOIIPOC, 110 MHEHUIO DMUIN0, 0KA3aJiCs BIIOIHE yMecTeH. Ero coOCTBEHHOE OTHOIIEHHE K
m00BY ¥ POMaHTHKE OBIIO B JIyUIlIEM Cllydae CHUCXOOUTEIbHEIM, a B XyAIlleM — IIPe3pUTeNIbHbIM. Tak
OH CYHUTAJ BIIJIOTh IO TOTO MOMEHTA, KOTTla OfHaXK Ikl 00HAPYXKUJT y2KAaCHYI0 IIpaBay: TI000Bb — BOBCE
He BHIIYMKHM CEHTHMMEHTA/IbHO HaCTPOEeHHBIX 0c00. MiHOrma OBIBAeT HOCTATOYHO OJHOTO B3TJIsaa Ha
JKEHIUHY, 4ToOb BceMu pubpaMu OyIIx TOYYBCTBOBATH BAM CYKIEHO OBITH BMECTE.

ViMeHHO TaKOe MT'HOBEHUE HaBCETMa 3acesio B mamMsaTu IMunno. OH 3allOMHUI BCE 10 MeJIoYel B ee
00/IMKe, KOrfa OHa, HEMHOT'0 3allbIXaBIIIasICs, OMI03[IaB, BOPBalach Ha TOT CKYYHBIN YKUH, CJIOBHO
npuHecs: ¢ co0o¥ B AYIIHYI0 KOMHATY IOPHIB TEIJIOT0 BETEpKa JIETHETO Beyepa.

Ero ceppue Torga 3amMepiio. A Beob OH MHOTO pa3 BUAEJI, KaK 0OHa 3aX0AuT B KOMHaTy. Ho B TOT
MOMEHT €My I1I0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO C HUM 3TO BIIEPBEIE...

OMUINO CcXKaJjl YeJII0CTH U OTOTHAN OT cebs ee o0paa.

«THl HUKOTIA He Tepsisl ee, — HAIIOMHUII OH cefe, — ITOTOMY YTO OHA HMKOTITA 1 He Oblsla TBOEH».
OMHIIMO Pe3KO JepHYI PhYar IepeKIiouyeHns mepeaay, IPOKPy4YuBasi B TOJIOBE CJIOBa OTIa: «Ecmu
Tebe xoueTcs mo0BH, 3aBeu cebe M0O0BHUILY. Vi HECKOIBKO».

OMUIKO [0 CUX IIOP MOMHUII TO, KAK CMOTPEJI Ha 3TOTO MYKUYUHY, BLIPACTUBIIETO €T0, U He
YyBCTBOBAJ K HEMY HMKaKOT0 yBaXKeHus. MeXny HUMU HUKOTTa He OBIIIO OLIyIeHus: 011M30CTH.

MEICTTh IOABEPTHYTh KOTO-TN00 TAKOMY K€ YHUKEHUIO, Uepe3 KOTOPOoe IPUIIIOCH ITPOUTH MaMe U3-
3a ero OTIa, BEI3bIBajla y OMUIMO YyBCTBO CHJIBHOT'O OMEpP3eHus.

«IToBectu cebs Kak THI, mamna?» — OH TakK ¥ He CMOT ClIepKaTh F'HEeB U Jaxe OTBPalleHHe.

Oren IIepPBLEIM OTBEJI B3IrJisAd, HO TOT KOpOTKI/Iﬁ MMUT, TIOKa OHM CMOTpPENIX OPYT Ha OpyTa,
OKOHYATEJIbHO ITOMEHAJI OTHOIIEHUA ME2XKIOYy HUMH.

Jlyu Puoc HUKOT[ia He IBITAJICS OCYIIECTBUThL BCE CBOM MHOTOYHUCIIEHHEBIE YTPO3bI OTPEYLCS OT CBOETO
CBhIHA MM XOTs OBl TUIIUTH €TI0 HaclencTBa. BmpoueM, OMumnuo 610 Bce paBHO. Kakas-To ero 4acTh
BCeTfa X0TeJla Iompo60oBaTh IIOCTPOUTEL CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO KU3Hb BaIM OT TOM (PMHAHCOBOM
VMMIIepUH, Hayasio KOTOPOU IIOJI0KUII eTr0 ImpafenyIKa.

[Tocyne ux pa3roBopa MPOIII0 HEMHOTO BPEMEHH, U OTEIl TepecTa MPUHUMAaTh aKTUBHOE y4acTHe B
Ou3Hece, OTOLIEN OT e/ U KYIIUJI KOHIOIIHIO, TOe Pa3BOJUII JIOMAAeH. ITO MO3BOIMIIO DMUIIHAO
OCYIIIeCTBUTH IJ100aTbHEIE TepeMeHBl B KOMIIaHUHU. Terneps eMy HUKTO He Merran. K 6onbuiomy
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pa3o4apoBaHUI0 KOHKYPEHTOB, BCEOOIUY (PMHAHCOBEIM KPU3UC 000IIIENT CTOPOHOM KOMITAHUIO
«Puoc», u Mooy HavasIu 3aBUCT/IMBO LIENTATLCA O ero yaaye.

Bce Ta xe YAa4da COIIPOBOZKOalla SMUJINO U celiyac, KOrha OH BCce-TaKM HallleJl eUHCTBEHHOE
cBOOOMIHOE MECTO, BheXaB Ha IIaPKOBKY da3POIIOPTa. Io IIpuieTa OBIBIIIEH KEeHBI OCTABAJIOCh ellle
IIeJIBIX NeCATh MUHYT.

B 3panuu d3pPOIIopPTa OBIJIO IIOJTHEIM-TIOJTHO CyeTAInXCA, Pa3TrHEBAHHBIX Jone. HpOXOJIH MUMO
TOJITIEI BO3OYIITHBIX JUCIIETYEPOB, YCTPOUBIIXX IITYMHYIO 3a6aCTOBKy, IOMUINO HCKpPEHHE
ImopanaoBaliCd, 4TO CaM OH HUKYy[Oa He JIETUT.

OH MoCOoYyBCTBOBAI ¥ 3a0aCTOBIIMKAM, ¥ ITaCCAKUPaM, IIOTEPSIBIIMM HaleK Iy BHIIETETh CETOIHS,
HO B CJIEAYIOIIYIO MUHYTY MBICITH BEPHYJIUCH K IIEJTU €T0 IPUOLITHS.

OMUNIMO B3TOXHYII.

OH He Bugen Ounmunna APMCTPOHTA YKe IIOYTH T'Ofl, TO3TOMY BUepaIlHUN BU3UT CTApOro Opyra B
ouc U3pAOHO YIUBUIT DIMUIKO.

3aHAB ynoOHYIO IO3UIIUI0, OTKyZa OH [OJIKEeH cpa3y yBUAeTh Po3aHHY, OMUINO 103BOIUII CBOUM
MBICJIIM BEPHYTHCA K TOMY CTPaHHOMY BUepalllHEMY Pa3roBOPY C APYTOM.
— YT0-TO CNIy4YuIocs?

He HyXHO ObIJI0 OBITH 9KCIIEPTOM B 00/1aCTH MUMUKU U KECTOB, YTOOHI MMOHSTh: ¢ OUIUIIIIOM YTO-TO
He Tak.

— 41 HuKOTra He OBbLI CYACTIIUBEE...

910 OBITIO0 CKA3aHO C HACTOIBKO XMYPHIM BUIOM, UTO T'YOBl DOMUINO OEPHYIHUCE.

— YT0-TO HE 3aMEeTHO.

— 4 BmoOucs, dMunuo!

Ilaxe ecnyu 3TOT aHTIMYaHUH rOBOPUI 00 HUCTOUHUKE CBOET'0 CYACThsI, OH BCe PAaBHO OBIJT MpaYeH.
— Mowu no3apaBieHus.

— Cnacubo, — cyxo, maxe 6e3 HaMeKa Ha S3BUTEIbHOCTb, 0TBeTUI dununn u nobasuin: — Ho s He
K[y, KOHEYHO, YTO TH B 9TO IIOBEPHUIITh. 3HAEIb, MHE BCETHA ObIT0 MHTEPECHO...

— HMHTEepecHo 4T0? — CIIPOCUT 3aUHTPUTOBAHHBIN IMUIIKO.
— [Touemy THI BooO11Ie KeHUICSI? ECNu TOIBKO TH HE OBIN...

— Bmo6nen? — nmpeanonoxuil OMuano 6e3 Kakoro-mibo pasmpaxkenus. — Het, st He Obln BoOJIeH.
[Tpenmnornarato, TH IPHUIIEN CIOfa He [ TOro, 4ToOsl 00CyXaaTh Mol Opak.

— Boo0i1e-To B HEKOTOPOH CTEIeHU TaK OHO U eCTh, — mpu3Haics ®wumumnm. — [eno B ToM... [leno B
TOM, 4YTO 5 COOMPAIOCh XKEHUTHCSI! — BEHITIAJIVII OH.
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— Hy, Tak 3T0 X0poiue HOBOCTH!
— 41 cobuparoch XKEHUTHCS Ha... TBOEH ORIBINEN XKEHE.
Omunuo obnafan aHaTUTUUECKUM CKJIaZoM yMa, HO JlaXKe OH He MOT IIPeJBHUOETh TAaKOro.

— Tet B 1mI0Ke... 1 3HaJ, 4TO Tak u OymeT. — B royoce ero cTaporo MIKOJIHHOTO TOBapHIlla CIIHIIIAINCh
MpayHbIe HOTKH.

— IIpocTo g youBieH, — MonpaBuil ero IMunuo. — Ho ecnu Obl gaxke OB B IIOKE, 3TO YTO-TO
n3MeHuno O6b1? Po3aHHa yKe He MOSI XKeHa, IIPUYeM JOCTAaTOYHO HaBHO. Tebe He HYKHO Moe
paspelieHue.

— 4 3na10. Ho MHe KaXeTcCs, OHa 4yBCTBYeT ce0s BUHOBATOM M3-3a TOTO, YTO CTajla CYaCTINBON.

— Tebe moka3anoch, — CKasaa OMUINO, Tafasi, He JOJIXKEeH JIX OH B 3TOT CaMblii MOMEHT YyBCTBOBATh
PEBHOCTb.

Her, peBHOCTH He Ob110. OH BCe ellle UCIHITHBAN K Po3aHHe IpyXKeCKue 4yBCTBa, HO He 6oee Toro.
Brpouem, onu 00a CYUTAU: B3aUMHOE YBaXKeHHe U 00IIre MHTEPECH! SBIISIOTCS ropa3ao 6osee
HaJeXKHOM 6a30¥ OJIs ycreurHoro 6paka, YeM CTOIb 3¢eMepHoe YYBCTBO, KaK JTH000BE.

KoneuHo, ux 6pak Obl1 00pedeH ¢ caMoro Hadaja, Ho IMunuo oborencs 6e3 601e3HEHHOTO
pas3roBopa O TOM, YTO y HETo IOSBUIAChk Apyras. EMy He mpUIIIOCh My4YuThCss — Po3aHHa
II0OCMOTpeJia Ha Hero U cpa3y Bce IOoHsA.

Kenckast uHTyuuus? Mmu 1pocTo 9T0 6BIJI0 HACTOIBKO 0YEBUIHO?

A BoT 6€3 4ero He yamoch 000HTHCh, TaK 9TO 6€3 BCEIOTIIONIAIOIIer0 YYBCTBA BUHEL. HemoruyuHo,
YVUMTHIBAS TOT (aKT, UTO €0 JKeHa yxKe Obljla HeBepHa eMy.

Pa3Bop okasacs He IPOCTO HeyAayeH, OH SBUJICA IMyOIMYHEIM 11030pOoM. M mepexXuTh 3T0 OBIIO
ropasfio CJIoXHee, YeM U3MeHY KEeHEI CIIYCTSI HeCKOJIbKO MeCSIeB [10CJie CBagbOHL.

Hepen TeM KakK o@nunaano 0OBSIBUTH O pa3Bofe, UM IIPUIIJIOCE CHAa4YaJla BC€ PaCCKa3aTh CBOMM
MHOT'0OyBaKd€MbIM POOCTBEHHUKAM. Peaknus ero oTma OBlna Impeacka3dyeMa, HO OMUIINO OCTABAJICS
HEBO3MYTHMEIM, BEICIIYIINBasd BCE HaAllBIIIEHHBIE TPHUAOBI OCYXKIOEHUT.

Menee IIpeaCKa3yeMhbIM OKad3aJldCh 0ojlee HeraTUBHAS peaknus CEMbH Po3zanHmI.

Bo BpeMst ropsiuero cropa BBEISCHUIICS OJUH [I0 9TOT0 HeM3BECTHRIH OMHUINO0 PakT. OKa3kIBAETCS, €r0
OTell COTJIAaCHIICS 3allJIAaTUTh CeMbe Kappepac KpyTrleHbKYI0 CyMMy 3a 9TOT Opak ¥ TaKyi ke — 3a
POXIeHNe HaclegHuKa. Temeps BCE MOIIJIO IIPAXOM...

Bompeku BceM oQpuIManbHLIM 3asBIeHUSIM 00 000I0HOM pelleHUr ¥ MEPHOM Pa3Boae, UMEHHO 3TOT
GbakT cTan IPUYUHOM TOT0, YTO IMUJIMO HE CTaJl OIIPOBEPTaTh CIIYXH, COTJIaCHO KOTOPHIM UMEHHO eTo
M3MeHa U CTajla IPUYHMHOM pa3phiBa.

OTa OTKpPOBEHHad JI0OXKb IToMorjia Po3aHHe, Kak ¥ Ta CyMMa, KOTOPYH DMUJIAO 3allJIaTUJI CEMbe
Kappepac u3 cBoux cOOCTBEHHBIX (DOHJIOB.

Kak TOnbKO pemopTepsl MOHSY, YTO UCTOPUS NIpefBellaeT HeMaJlblii CKaHfall, a 3Ha4uT, pUOLLIb,
OHU CTaJId XJaTh, KOITa XKe HaKOHell 00BSBUTCS ero JII0O0BHUIIA, @ MOXKeT, ¥ He ogHa. ONHAKO Ta,
13-3a KOTOPOM OMUINO0 OCTaBUII CBOIO JKEHY, flaxke He 3Hajla 0 CBOEH POJIM BO BCEX ITUX COOBITHUSAX...
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A TeM BpeMeHeM IMHUJIHO CMOT B3STh ce0si B PyKH — HAJ0 JABUTAThCS JaJIblle.

Taxk uTo 6bIJ'[a KaKad-TO OOoJisd UPDOHUK B TOM, YTO CKa3aJl Qununmn:

— Ecnu Gb1 TH ObIT BNIOOJIEH B KOT0-HUOYIb, Po3aHHe ObI10 OB IIPOIIe ABUTATHCS AajIbIIle.
— B KoOro-to onpeneneHHoro?

— Boxke Mo, HeT, KoHeuHO! JTto6as momoumer.

CMmex OMUINO 3aCTaBUII €T0 APyra IOCMOTPETh MY B Tila3a.

— W3BuHU, — cMmyTuics dununm, — s He 3TO UMes B BUAY. [IpoCTO MBI MO3KeM OBITh [IeHCTBUTEIHHO
CYaCTIMBE, HO Po3aHHa... MHe KaXeTCs, OHa He CMOXKeT HOPMaJIbHO XKUTh [aJibIlle, T0Ka Thl TOXe He
Haliemnsb KOro-HuoymIb.

— Boo0we-To mocnenuue nBa roma g Beji ce0da He Kak MOHaX.

— 4 3Haw 3TO U YBEPEH, MHOTHE€ MY2KYHUHEI II03aBUO0BAJIA OBl Te6e, — IIPHU3HAJI @®ununn. — Ho
Po3anHa OYyMa€T: Ha CaMOM [eJjie Thl He TaKOH J10BeJIac, KaKUM ITBITAENIbCSI Ka3aThCH.

— WTak, T MPOCHUIITh MEHS BIIOOUTHCS, YTOOHI TBOSI TUYHAS KU3Hb CTasa mpoirne? M3suuu, dumumii,
s MHOTO MOTY C[ie/iaTh AJist Tebs, Ho...

— He 3Hato, uero s oxupan. Ha camoM fienie s mpocTo B OTYasiHUM. — MyKa B TONyOBIX T1a3ax
Oununma sIBHO MOATBEPXK/ajia ero mpusHanue. — f caenaro st Po3aHHE BCe YTO YTORHO.
[TocTpurycs, HapuMep, IS Hadama.

— O, a1 BuevaTneH! — paccMesiIcs OMUIIKO.

— 4 cepre3no. Bpems octenenuThcsi. HUKakux 00JIbIlie CTPAHCTBUM IO MUPY. 4 coOupaiock CTaTh
yBazkaeMbIM 4enioBekoM. Ecnu Po3aHHa 3axouerT, mouay paboTaTh Ha CBOETO OTIa, CTAaHY YCIIeIIHbIM
BaXKHBIM YeJI0BEKOM B [IEJIOBOM KOCTIOME U TaJICTYKe, KaKUM OH BCEeTrHa XOTeJl MeHSI BULIETh.

— A 4TO, eCcTh TaKasi BO3MOXKHOCThE?

— Iytums? OTer; OyOeT B BOCTOPTe, €CNU 1 IIPUIIOI3Y Ha KOJEHAX, OofXKaB XBoCcT. OH CO3[1as CBOIO
(bUHAHCOBYIO UMIIEPUIO [JIS TOTO, YTOOHI ONHAXK B IIepeiaTh ee CBOEMY HaC/IeQHUKY. — OuIunm
YXMBUIBHYJICS ¥ YKa3al Ha ce0s manblieM: — MHe.

— Boo0ie-To TH He eqUHCTBEHHBIM PeOEHOK B CeMbe.
OUIUNI JIUINE ToXKaJ IIeYaMu:

— Ilonarato, ecnu Obl [[2KEHHU XOTh HEMHOTO OblJla 3aMHTEPecOoBaHa B OU3HeCe OTLa, BCe 9TU
foraTcTBa He cTanu OBl MeHS XaaTh. Ho OHa, CTaB TUIIOM U3BECTHOM MaphIOMepHON TUHUHU, BPSH I
OymeT 3aHUMATLCS TAKUMU CKYYHBIMU [ejlaMu. 3Haelllb, TOBOJIbHO CTPAHHO BUETh CBOIO MJIAMIIIYIO
CecTpy Ha Bcex 00J10KKaX KYPHAJIOB ¥ PEKJIaMHBIX IIUTaX.

— 4 BooO11e-To uMes B BULy MeraH, — IoKayasl r0JI0BOM OMUINO0, TOApa3yMeBasi CTapIlyio u3
cectep ApMCTPOHT.

* % x
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Barnsimom DMuiIno Bce 3To BpeMs UCKall GBIBH.IYIO XKEHY B IIEPEIIOJIHEHHOM 3aJie OXKHNIaHNAd. Haxkownern
OH C(bOKYCI/IpOBaJ'ICH Ha 9eM-TO 3HAaKOMOM, BRIPBAJI €TI0 U3 OMYyTa BOCIIOMUHAHUM 1 BEPHYII B
HacCTodlIllee.

OH TONBKO YTO ITOAyMas 0 MeraH — u BOT OHa 3[eCh!

OMHUITHO y3HAN ee Ccpa3y ke, HeCMOTPS Ha TO YTO OHA IOXyMella Ha mapy pa3MepoB, HaBeja JIOCK U
mpro6pesia COOTBETCTBYIOIIYI0 MaHEPY E€PKATHCS.

KoneuyHo, oH y3Hanm Meran ApMCTpOHT.

I'maBa 2

Yapn3 ApMcTpoHT He 3apaboTasn 65 CBOe MHOTOMUJITMOHHOE COCTOSTHUE, eCJIH Obl ITO3BOJISANT TAKUM
MeJioyaM, KakK 3a0acTOBKH BO3AYIIHBIX AUCIETUEPOB, CTOATL HAa CBOeM IyTH. Y eCTeCTBEHHO, OH
0KM[IaJl 0T CBOMX PAOOTHUKOB COOTBETCTBYIOIIETO IIOBEIEHUS, TaXKe €CITA TAKUM PabOTHUKOM
SIBJISIETCS €T0 [0Yb.

Oco0eHHO ecu 3TO ero goub!

— CeropHs TH Hy2KHa MHe 37eCb!

— IlpocTu, mar.

— YTO0 TONKY OT TBOMX U3BUHEHUN? MHe HYyXKHO...

— Iloxoxe, 51 3acTpsina 3mech HafoAro, — nepebuna orua Merad. — CeromHs s OCTAHOBIIOCH B
OTeJle, a 3aBTPa IIEPBLIM JXe PeiicoM BhlIeuy K Tebe.

— U BO ckoOmMbKO X)e€?

Meran 6pocuia B3TJIsSh Ha HEMHOTO MToIlapamaHHbH nudeponaT. Yacs Ha ee TOHKOM 3aMsCThe He
0611 0CO00 TOPOTHMHM, HO [IJIst Hee OHU IMPEeNCTaBIs/IA YPE3BEIYAMHYIO IIEHHOCTh. DTH Yackl KOTIa-ToO
IpUHaAIexkanu ee MaTepu. OHa yMmepra, Korma MeraH OBIIO BCET0 OBEHAMIATE JIeT.

— 3a0acToBKa MPOAJIUTCS CYTKH, IO3TOMY IIePBHIM peiic OymeT 3aBTpa B AEBSATH yTpa.
— IeBsaTh?! 3TO aOCONMIOTHO HETTPUEMIIEMO !

— HpI/IeMJ'IeMO WJIA HET, IIall, HO Y ME€HS HET KPHIJILEB, 4yTOORI B37IeTETh. A BCe OMJIETH Ha aBTO6YCBI u
TEIIJIOXOOBI y2K€ BBIKYIIJIEHEL.

— Jla, mpenyCMOTPUTENIbHBIMHU JIIObMH.

MeraH nogaBuia XejaaHue ChI3BUTh, YTO OHM BHIKYIIEHE JTIObMU, KOTOPHIE BO3BPAIAIOTCS TOMOK C
yeMnuoHaTa 1o ¢hyr6ony. OHa 3HasIa, YTO He UCIIPABUT MOJIOKEHHUS, KOTTa €€ 0Tel[ B TAKOM IIJIOXOM
HaCTPOEHUH.

K BBEIXOOY €€ HEeC JIIOACKOM IIOTOK TaKuX XKe, KaK OHa, rope-nmyTemeCTBEeHHUKOB.

[ToimaTh Takcu OyOeT 3agadel He U3 JTerkux. M MeraH 3apaHee MBICJIEHHO IOATOTaBIMBana cebs K
9TOMY KOIIIMapy, a 3a04HO0 ¥ JOIroMYy OXKHAaHUI0. M0oXKeT, Ipollle 3aH04YeBaTh IPSMO B a3pOIOpPTy?
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— Y maxe He pacCYUTHIBaM, 4TO 5 OYMy pacKOIIeIHBAThCSI HA HOPOTyIKe oTenu. To, YTO Thl MOSI
II0ub, ellle He 03Ha4aeT, OyATO y Te6st eCTh KaKue-TO IPUBUIIETHH. .

MeraH yxKe He CIylIajia 9Ty JIEKIUI0, KOTOPYIO OTel] YUTal eil He B EPBHIY pa3. Ee BHUMaHue OBIIIO
COCpPefoTOYEHO Ha TOJIE, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO OHA MbITanachk mpobpaThes.

BHe3amHas BCIBINIKA BOCIIOMUHAHUS yAapuia ee CJIOBHO TOKOM.

— O, mo1i 6or! — BEImaBUIIa MeraH, CyAOpOXKHO riIoTasd PToM Bo3ayx. OHa y3Hana ero.
— Yro? YTo crmyunnock? — pa3ganiock B TpyOKe.

Osna npumypunacek. HeT, el He T0Ka3anocsk...

MeraH BUHOBATO OTJIAHYIIaCh Ha IIapPHI, KOTOprfI HaJieTeJl Ha Hee, KOI'la OHa BHEe3allHO
OCTaHOBHJIAChb KaK BKOIIaHHAA:

— IIpomy npoiieHus.

— Jla HA4Yero CTpaIHoro, — OTBETUN OH. Kak TOIBKO IMapeHb YBUMEN ee TOUEeHYI0 QUrypy, rinagkue
OecTsIye BOJIOCH U PyMSHOe CUMIIaTUYHOE JINYUKO, ero pa3fapaxkeHue TyT XKe yIeTy4uiocs, a Ha
TIUIe TI0SBUIach 00BOPOXKUTEIbHAS yIbI0OKa. — [ToMOYb C CyMKOM?

Ho MeraH nponycTtuia MUMO YyIIEX 3TO IIpeAjiokKeHre, TaK KaK yXkKe [ABUrajach Jajibllle,
OTJISIOBIBAsICh Ha OBEPD, ITle OHA TOJIBKO UTO BHU[EJA BEICOKYIO QPUTypY.

Ho Tam HUKOTO yKe He OBLIO.

Heyxenu ey Bce XKe IoOKa3anoch? Ba3risan 3aMeTasncs U3 CTOPOHE B CTOPOHY B IIOMCKaX 3HAKOMOTO
nuna: OMunuo Proc ObIT He U3 TEX, KTO CMOT OBl 3aTePSATHCS B TOJIIE.

— Yto TaMm, Meran? YTo ciayumnnock? — paspmanock u3 TenedoHa.
— Huudero, nan. { B nopsigke, — coBpaja OHa.
— Tl 4TO-TO CKpHIBaEIlbh OT MEeHS?

9T0 ObIIO YHU3UTENBHO. Ha cekyHmy MeraH CHOBa IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa Ce0s1 HAMBHOM, 3aCTEHYUBOM
neByoHKoM. OHa He BUJeNla 3TOT0 YeJIoBeKa IMOYTH Ba rofa. OH HaBepHSKa U 3a0blI 0 Helt U 0 TeX
HEJIOBKMX 00CTOSITEICTBAX ITOCTIeIHEHN BCTPEUH.

B mo6om Cliy4dae OHa OnblTa pana, 9TO el IT0Ka3asocCh.

MeraH BEPHYJIAaCh B PEAJIbHOCTB, 0601"HYJ'Ia GaTa}KHYIO TeJIeZKKY, KOTOpas ABUT'alaCh IIPAMO Ha HEe, U’
OTBETHUJIA OTLOY:

— Jla HHYeTO. HpOCTO II0OKa3aJIOCh, UTO yBUOEJIa OOHOTO 3HAKOMOTO. JlagHOo, MHE HY2KHO O6exaTth. A
II03BOHIO Tebe 1M03xKe, KOrma OCTaHOBIIOCH B KaKOfI-HPlﬁynb TOCTUHUIIE.

— W Bce xKe — KOTO THI BUfIeNla? — HEe YHUMAJICS OTell.
Meras riny060oKko B3moxHYyIa. M3 mepecoxuiero ropjaa BEIPBAIOCh:

— Omunuo Puoca.
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— O, Omunuo!
— Hy unu Koro-to moxoxero Ha Hero.

9t0 xKe Mappupn! 30ech NONMHBIM-TIOJIHO CUMIIATUYHBIX, 3PPEKTHBIX, CMYTJIbIX UCIIaHLeB. [10X0XKUX Ha
IOMUJIINO...

— Boo06rm1e-To, 3Haelb, 3T0 MOT OBITh U OH, — ITPEIIIONI0XKUI 0Tell. — Y Hero ecth odpuc B Mamgpume.

CnoxHo OBITIO Ha3BaTh CTPaHY, B CTOJIUIE KOTOPOii V¥ ceMbu Puoc He Gbisio 66 punuasna. HekoTopsie
IIpefCTaBUTENN MUPOBOM (MHAHCOBOM UHAYCTPUM CUUTAJIA DMUINO T€eHUEM, OPYTUE AyMaJsld, 4TO
€My IIPOCTO HeCKa3aHHO noBe310. [Io MHeHUI0 Ke MeraH, 4TOOb JOCTUYDb TAKOTO yCIiexa, HyKHO
OBLJIO ¥ TO ¥ IPYTOe IIII0C 00sI3aTeIbHBIN HHIPEeIUEeHT — a0COM0THAs 6€CITPUHITUIIHOCTD.

HamnpsizkeHre BHOBb BEPHYJIOCH, KOTTIa OTel] fo6aBuI:
— IlomecTbe Pruoc Hepaneko. M3ymMuTenbHOE CTapuHHOE MECTO.
— Hy, ecnu gaxe 310 1 6bUT IMUIHO, OH yXKe yIIesl, — cKa3ajla OHa CKopee cebe, 4eM OTIIy.

— MHe poBesiock TaM 1MoOKIBATh OMHAXKIL, KOTHa MHI ¢ JIyu o0cyxmanu oguy caenky. O 6oxe, 10
Yero CKoJIb3KuM Tull! Thl 3HaKoMa C OTIIOM OMHIINO0?

— Ila, BooOIIIe-TO 1 BCcerha cuuTajia ero CHoOOOM.

— Her, oH He Tako#l, — He coriacuicsa Yapi3, HEMHOTO pa3apakKeHHbN PENIUKON JOYepr. —
[TpocTo OH CTapOMOMEH U 0YeHb TOPAUTCS HacleoueM cBoei ceMbH. [la ¥ KTo OyOeT BUHUTH ero 3a
3T0? MIcTOpHS UX CEMBbHU HAaCYUTHIBAET CTOJIETHS. JHAEIb, 3Ta OCTAHOBKA B Mampuie, MOXKeT ObITh, U
K JIy4IIeMy...

Meras HaxMypuiach U OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHIIA:

— IyMaemb?

— 4 m03BOHIO OMUIIKO.

OObsiBNEHUE 110 TPOMKOTOBOPUTEJTIO TIOUTH 3aTIYIIIHIIO BOIUIM IIPOTecTa MeraH:
— O 6oxe, HeT! He menait aToro!

— MzI ¢ JIyu He 00IaIuch C TEX IOP, KaK OH VIIEs Ha 3aCilyKeHHBIN MoKoH. [IpekpacHas
BO3MOXKHOCTh CHOBA HaJIAMUTh KOHTAKT. Y 51 yBepeH, OMUIKO CMOXKET IIOMOYb Tebe C pa3MelleHreM
Ha HOYb.

— He xoTenock 6bl UCTIONTE30BATh €T'0 PAAY CTOJIb HEOOJIBIION BEITOTEL.
[TpourHOpUPOBaB CapKaCTUYECKYIO PEIIUKY fouepH, Yapii3 3agyMuruBO TPOIOJIKILII:

— Y cembu Proc ecTh MpoYHEBIE IeN0BLIe CBSI3U C FOXKHOM AMEPUKON. ITO MOXKET OBITh 0YEHb
II0JIE3HO HaM B TOM CIIy4dae, eC/Iu CHejIKa C apreHTHHCKOM KOMIIaHMel 0KaXeTCs YCIEelHOUW. X0T,
Oake eclId U HeT...

[TokauaB ronoBoi, Meran mepebuia ero:
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— Hert! 4 He coOupaioch ymacnuBaTb IMUTIHO!
— A pa3sBe 5 Te6s TpoCcun?
— 9Mmumnuo Puoc 6w gpyrom ®ununna, a He MouM. MHe OH BooOIlle He HPaBUTCS.

IIBa roma Halaj IMHINO KaK pa3 o0elasn cTaTh aOCOMIOTHOM KOMKMEeH CBOEr0 apHCTOKPATUYHOT0
HagMeHHOro oTila. Celiyac OH, HaBepPHOE, OKOHYATEIbHO IMPEBPATHUIICS B TAKOTO K€ MPEeTEHIIMO3HOT 0
XaHXY.

— A pa3sBe He TH Oerasna 3a HUIM XBOCTUKOM?
9TO HallOMMHAHKE 3aCTAaBUIIO €€ TOKPACHETD.
— Mue Oosblile He IBeHanllaTh jIeT, narm!

Boo61mie-To et yxke UCIIOJIHUIIOCh TPUHAAIATh, KOTHa ee OpaT BIepBHIe ITPHBEJ IOMO CBOETO Apyra
13 KOJUIedKa. IT0 OBI caMBli KPACHBEHIM ITapeHb, KOTOPOTro MeraH TOJIBKO MOTJIa IPefCcTaBuTh. M oH
IIOKa3aJICs el TAaKUM JIOOPHIM. ..

— Boob1e-To g Hamessics: MOXeT, OH BIIOOUTCS B JI2KeHHU?
«[Touemy Obl 1 HeT? — paccynuna Meran. — Bce npouue ke BIIOOISIUCE.

Wnu e¥t mpoCTO Tak Ka3aoch, KOT{a BCe MyKYKWHBI OTKPBIBAIM PTH OT BOCXUIIIEHUS IIPU BUTIE €€
KpPacHBOU CECTPHI.

— Ia yx, 6pak IMuauo OB 3aIIaHUPOBAHHOM cHenkor. Ho oH mo3aau, u Temeps BCe MO-IPYTroMy.
TrI cTala DOBOJIBHO IIPUBIEKATEIPHOM MOJIOOOM KEHIITMHON — KOHEYHO, He KaK [[KeHHH...

— Cnyma#, mam, MHe Hafo... [logoxau-Ka MUHYTKY, — mo6aBuiIa OHa, TOBOPAYUBASICh.
KT0-TO MATKO JOTPOHYIICS [0 ee meya.

Bce BOpyr nepecTany TONKATLCA. OMUINO PUOC TPOCTO He TOT YeJl0BEeK, KOTOPOT0 KTO-1ub0
OCMEJIUTCS TOJIKHYTh. M [eJio He BO BHELTHOCTH, @ B 0COOEHHOM aype.

— Twi!

«Bboxke, KakK mOJro OH CTOUT 34eChb?» — MeraH OT BOJIHEHUS JaxKe CTaJIo IIOATAlIHNBATh.

OmMunuo Puoc ynsIOHYICS, ¥ OHa He CMOTJIa yoepKaThCs 0T BOCTOPKEHHOTO0 B3foxa. K cuacTsio, oH
IIOTOHY B LIIyMe 3asia. YIri0Ka He KOCHYJIach ero TeMHBIX I'/1a3. OT HUX TOJBKO pa3bexKaluch
MaJleHbKe MOPIIUHKY.

MeraH CTOs/1a HETIOABUKHO, KOT'TIa BAPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA JIETKOE TPUKOCHOBEHHE €T0 NbIXaHUs Y
CBOEH IIeH, a IOTOM — U Ha 3aajieBIlel IleKe.

Jloruka mmofcKa3kIBaia, YTO 3TOr0 HE MOXKET OBITh, HO BCe MIPOKMCXOMIIO Ha CaMOM fiejie. OTO He COH,
a peanbHOCThL. HO COH He OBIBae€T TAaKUM T'OPSIYUM, a 9TOT ObLI. FIX pa3mensiyio efBa HECKOJIBKO
CAHTHMETPOB, ¥ MeraH 4yBCTBOBaJja JKap ero Teja, HECMOTPS Ha KYPTKY.

U TyT OMUNIKXO HAKJIOHWUII TOJIOBY U... IIOIEJIOBATI €€ B I'yOHL.
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MeraH CIIOBHO pacTasijia, IIPUIbHYB K €0 Tely, a ee Ty0hl pacKPHUIACH B MOTYanuBoM B3poxe. OHa
00BUJIa PyKaM¥ €T0 TaJUI0 U MOKOPHUIACh BOXK/IEIEHHUIO, TOTHOCTIO 3aXBaTUBIIEMY €€ U
yBIIEKAIOIIeMY 3a CO00¥ B MUP KeJIaHUH.

Tomnmna BOKpPYT CJII0BHO IIOMEPKJIA, IIOMEPKJIO U OIlylieHne cOOCTBEHHOro Tefa. Bee, uTo ee 3a00THIIO0
Ha JaHHBIM MOMEHT, OBITIO CIafKOe OLIyIIeHNe ero TEJIBIX HaCTONYUBEIX I'y0.

Bce KOHUYMIOCH TaK Ke BHE3allHO, KaK X HayajaoChk. MeraH ocTanach CTOSTh TyT XK€, HO YXe
JIUIIeHHAs Telljla ero Tena. Ee TPACIIO, PYKHU CXKaJIMCh B KYyJIaKH.

— Mucrtep Pruoc, — npoxpunesna oHa, — s KaK pa3 roBOpusa o Bac.
Ona nopHsina tenedoHHYy0 TPYOKY, BCe ellle 3aXKaTylo B PyKe MEPTBOM XBATKOM.
«OH TOJIBKO UTO IIOIesIoBal Tebs!»

3a 9TU IBa rofa OMUIIKO COBCEM He U3MeHUNICS. MoXeT, CTal HeEMHOT0 6oyiee XyIbIM, & CKYJIbL
00pHCOBHIBANIACH OTUETIINBEE, YTO [EeNIalio ero NUIo 6ojee BEpa3UuTeNIbHEIM, HO, [10 CYIIECTBY, OH
OCTAaJICSl IPEXKHUM.

«Ho 3aTo THI yXe He Ta, MeraH, THl OBUTAEIILCS [ablie», — Ha BCAKUH ClIy4yail HAlTOMHMIIA OHA
cebe.
OMHUIIHO XKMaJl, KOTTa ero AbixaHre X0Th HEMHOTO MIPUIET B HOPMY. MeraH roBopuia, CMOTPS KyOa-To

3a €ro JieBoe I1JIe40, U B €€ HU3KOM I'0JIOCE OH ABCTBEHHO CJIBHIIIA UCTEPHUYECKHE HOTKH.

[TriTasch mepKath 1107, KOHTPOJIEM [UKNe XeJlaHUS CBOoel IJI0TH, OH u30erasl CMOTPETH Ha ee T'yOH,
IIOTOMY 4TO 3TO TOJIBKO yCyryOuso Ovl u 6e3 TOro My4uTenbHOe hpru3ndeckoe Bo30yKaoeHNeE.

Ia yx, momesnyu B 00IIeCTBEHHBIX MeCTaX HMEIOT Ollpefie/leHHble HeJOCTATKHY. ..
— Ia, g CIIBIIIAI.

HecmoTps Ha r'yn Tonmsl ¥ OellieHoe 6veHue cepplla, KoTopoe OYATO MBITaI0Ch BEIPBATHCS HAPYXKY U3
TpyOHoOI KieTKX, MeraH Kak OyATo M3gasieka yCblliana CMyTHO 3HAKOMBIN I'0JI0C, 30BYIIHNM DMUIIKO.

Ecnu oH TOXe CIIBIIIAN 9TOT HajIeKuii ronoc u3 TenedoHHOU TPyOKH, TO He Tofall BULY. OMUIIKO
IIPOCTO IIPOJOJIKA CMOTPETh Ha Hee CBepXy BHHU3, C BIpaXkKeHHUeM JIklla, KoTopoe MeraH HUKakK He
MOTJIa pa3rafaTh.

— THI TONBKO YTO MOI[EI0BAJ MEHS. ..
— A MHe IIOKa3alloChk: Thl M HE 3aMeTH/Ia, — OTBETHII OH, IIPUIIOOHAB TEMHYIO 6pOBb.

— 4 mpocTo pa3roBapuBala C OTIOM ¥ IIOYTH He oOpaTHiia BHUMAHUS Ha TBOU IOLIENTyH, —
IlaprpoBalia OHa.

— 4 Tebe He HPABIIOCH?

CTpaHHO, HO OMUIIHO YYBCTBOBAJI YOIUBUTEJIBHYIO TEIIJIOTY, KOT'Id U3y4all MATKHE YEPTHI €€ JIUIId.
Kaxkoe HexKHOe, KaKoe XKEeHCTBEHHOe! ..
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3aIoOMHUHAOIIMICS I[BET I'JIa3 — 30JI0TUCTHIA OTTEHOK TOIAa3a — BCETfa 3aBOpaXKuBal ero.
HeBeposiTHO uKCTas ¥ TOHKAS KOXKa. APKUM pyMsHeI] ek IOJYePKUBA ee MOJIOUHEIH OTTEHOK.
AGcormoTHas 6e3ynpeyHocTs. MHTEpecHo, OHa Be3fe Takas OnemHas?..

Ox Bupern, kak Merax CTJIOTHYJaA, 3aKpPHhIJia I'/la3ad, TPAXHYJIa TOJI0BOH, pa3MeTaB CBOU OnecTsue
BOJIOCHI, ¥ ITIOOHAIAa HOHGODOHOK nepen TeM, KakK CHOBa OTKDPEITE I'Jla3d.

MeraH FJ'IY6OKO B3OOXHYJIa, OTKPEIJIA POT U YCJIBIIIAJIa CBOH OTBET:
— HeT, THI MHE COBCEM HE HPaBHUIIBCA.
— ThI BeIb COBCEM He 3HAEIIb MEHH...

Pa3mpaxkeHHOCTh MeraH MrHOBEHHO ITPEBPATUIACh B OTKPHITYIO0 BpaxkneOHoCTh. OHa HaKJIOHUTIA
TOJIOBY U MO-AETCKH BHIMTAIHIIA:

— A s u He X04y 3HaTh Te0s1! — U mobaBumna: — M ecu THI MOIeTyelllb MeHs ellle pas, ...
OMUINO0 BOIPOCUTEIILHO TIOOHS ONHY OPOBB U YIIBIOHYJICS, TSI CBEPXY BHUS:

— T&I uTO?

— IIpocTo He genau Tak!

Ona yBHupena, KakK ero rja3a 3aropeuch B OTBET Ha €€ IpeaynpexkaeHue.

— OT0 OBITIO OT BCETO CepAlia.

MeraH CHOBa YCJIhIIIajia €r0 UM U Hadajla II0BOPaYUBaTh TOJIOBY B IMTOMCKAX KCTOYHMKA 3BYKa, KAaK
BOPYT IJIMHHBIM CMYTJIBIY TaJiel] aKKyPaTHO JOTPOHYJICS OO0 u3ruba mom0opoaKa U MOBEPHYTI ee
obpaTHo.

OT 3TOr0 HEOXKUJAHHOTO IIPUKOCHOBEHHUS 110 Telly MeraH npobexasa qpoxXKb:
— IlepecTaHb CMOTPETb...

Ero ry0Oul HaKpHUIA €e POT BO BTOPOM pa3, U NOC/IefHKe CUJIbl TOKUHYNIU MeraH. Ecnu Ol pyka
Omunuo, 3a60TIMBO 00BUBIIAS €€ TalIMI0, HE MOAAepkKaja OeBYLIKY U He IPUTSIHYJIA K TBEPIbIM
6empaM, oHa GBI ITPOCTO CIIOJI3JIa Ha IOJI.

Korpa oH oTniycTun MeraH, oHa TSXKeJ0 ObIIIana.
— 4 Xe npocuna Tak He [eaTh!
— Yro 51 Mory ckasaTh? 9To Obln BEI30B. Hy U elile TBoU r'yOrl. OHM IIPOCTO CO3[AHHI AJIS MOILENYEB...

Omunuo 3abpan TenedoHHyo0 TPyOKY U3 ee NagoHHU, IOOHEC K XY U, BCe TaK XkKe He OTphIBas OT
MeraH rias, IpOU3HEC:

— Puoc y Tenedona. A, Hapna3... [la, oHa 37ech, co MHOU. HeT, He 6eCIIOKOUTECH, 5 103a604yCh O HEH.
Het HeoOxomuMOCTH, 3TO He mpobieMa, Yapii3. — IMUTIKO C [Apa3HsIlel YXMbIJIKOM YKIOHUJICS OT ee
PYKH, IIBITAIOIIENCS BEIXBAaTUTh TPYyOKy. OH IpefocTeperalle moMaxa IajblieM Ieper ee JIUIOM,
TIOJapUII e eXUIHYI0 VIBIOKY |, TIOBLICUB T'0JI0C, Mpou3Hec: — C yooBoiabCTBHEM. Hukakux mpobiem.
Ia, u MeraH 1IyeT MPUBET U ITepefaeT, YTo J0OUT Bac.
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JT:000Bb OblNTa IBHO HE TeM YYBCTBOM, KOTOpPOE OBIJIO HAllMCAHO Ha ee JIUIle, KOT{la OHa PSIBKHYIA:
— Her, He nepepaio!

HeckomnbKo dennoBek 06epHYIIUCH, & el HaKOHEI-TO yarloch BEIXBATUTh TenedoH. OHa rogHecna
TPYOKY K yXy, IBITasiCh BOCCTAHOBUTH XOTh KaKoe-TO ofgo0ue camMoo0iafaHus:

— [MTan? MHe OBl He XOTeJIOCh YTpykKAaTh MucTepa Puoca... 4, s... OH OTK/IIOUUIICS, — PaCTEPSIHHO
IIPOU3HECTIAa OHA U TYT XKe yCTpeMuia OOBAHSIOMINY B3I/ HA CMYTJIOe JINLIO OMUIIHO.

— TBoM oTel] — 3aHSITON YeJIOBEK.

— Moii orerr... — Meras Bo3fiepkaJjachk OT HEJIECTHRIX CJIOB B afpec CBOEro OTIla ¥ ITOCMOTpesa Ha
IMUJIINO.

— Temneps OH MOXKeT OBITH CIIOKOEH, 3Hasl, YTO 5 103abo4uych 0 Tebe.

— MHe He HYKHO HUKaKO# 3a00Tkl HU OT KOT'0, ¥ OTEll TPeKpacHo 9T0 3HaeT. OH MPOCTO XOUeT,
4yTOORI 51 OblIa MUJIA C TOOOM, TOTOMY 4TO y TeOSI eCTh CBSI3H, KOTOPHIE... — 3all03/1aJi0 0CO3HaB
y2KaCHYIO TJIYIIOCTb ¥ OITPOMETYMBOCTb CBOEH BRIHYKIEHHOM PEIIMKU, MeraH MPUKyCHUa sS3bIK.

OMUNIMO MoAXKa ryosl:
— U HacKOJIBbKO MHUJION TH NOIXKHA OLITH CO MHOU?
Meran B3epHYJ1a I0A00POIOK U C BEI30BOM ITIOCMOTPeJIa Ha Hero:

— Mot oTell He IIPOCUT MEHS 3dHUMATLCA CEKCOM C TIOOBMH, KOTOPEIE MOT'YT OBITDH ITOJIE3HEI ISt
Hero.

— TeMm He MeHee, OyMal0, OH He CTaHeT BO3PaXaTh, €CJIK Thl BOAPYT PEUINUINb 3TO COEAaTh.
— 4 3aHMMAaKCh CEKCOM C MYy2XK4YMHAMM TOJIBKO B TOM CjIy4de, €CJIM CaMad XO‘-IY!

[To uponuu cyasbur Meran mpuobperna pemnyTaluio X0JI0qHO!, KakK aiicbepr, meByIKu. Eif 65110
yno6Ho, uToOHI Bce Tak cuutany. Ho OMunuo Puoc noyemy-ro myman, 4to oHa 6e3paccygHas
TIOTACKYIIKa...

IIBa roma Ha3ap ee 671arofapHOCTh 3a CIIACeHHe U3 HeMPUSITHON CUTYyalluu IPeBpaTUIach B XKaJKue
CTpafaHus... DMHUIHNO CMOTPEJI Ha Hee TOT[a C IPe3peHreM 1 YMTaJl el JIeKIHI0 00 OIIaCHOCTH UTP C
MmyxuuHamu. OH BooO11ie Benl cebs, Kak 0yaTo MeraH Gbljla KEM-TO BPOAEe CEeKCYalbHON XUITHUITHL.

CexkcyanpHas xuimnua!

B ToT MOMeHT y MeraH faxe mapHs He 6b10! MyX4uHa, 0T KOTOPOT0 DMUINO CIIac ee, SIBJISJICS ee
IpernofaBsaTesieM, IpAUYEM JOBOJIBHO CTAphIM. Bo BCAKOM ciiydae, MeraH Tak cuutana. OHa IIpOCTO
IIPHUHSATIA eTo JIIo0e3Hoe NpefIoXkeHne IogOPOCUTh ee 10 JOMY II0CJie BeYePUHKY 110 CIydalo
BBITyCKa. [lapeHb, KOTOPHIY NOJIKEH OBLI 9TO CHelaTh, TOTHa HaluIcs U OblT He B COCTOSIHUY BECTH
MAalIlVHY.

OTky[ma ke el ObIJIO 3HATh, UTO IIPEToiaBaTeN b ToXKe OKa3ascs nbgH? OHa U IOHATUS 00 3TOM He
r“MeJa, TI0Ka OH, ITPoeXaB BeCh TOPOMIOK, He CTall fieylaTh el HEITPUCTONHbIE HaMeKK. BMecTo Toro
yTOOBI OTBE3TH MeraH [IoMO# Ha BeUEPUHKY, YCTPOEHHYIO ee OTILIOM [iJisi OM3HEeC-apTHEPOB, TIe BCeM
YyjeHaM CeMbU HaMJiexkasno 06g3aTeIbHO IPHUCYTCTBOBATh, 9TOT Mep3aBell IPOCTO 3aTyIINII MalluHY
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rnocpenu TEHUCTOH aJIJIEN U IIOMLITAJICS II0IIeJIOBATh €e.

Koneuno, Meras crtana oT4assHHO COIIPOTUBIIATHCA. Korpa Hen3BeCTHO Kak IIOSIBUBIIUMCS DMUIIHO
PacCIIaXHyJI OBepLy MalllnHBI, OHA Oblyla O/TM3Ka K IIaHUKE.

Ho ee PagoCTh OT CTOJIb HEOXKHUOAHHOT'O CIIaCEHHUA ITPOOJINIaCh HEOOIITO...

* X x

— Taxk Kak HacyeT MeHs?

OHa nocMoTpesia Ha Hero yauWBIIeHHO, OTTAJIKMBas Mofabllle BOCTIOMUHAHKE O TOM HOYH.
— Yo Hacuert TebOS?

OMUINO0 BHOBb, YXMBIISASCh, IPUIIOHST OPOBb:

— Kaxk HacueT TOro, 4TOOH 3aHATHCS CEKCOM CO MHOM?

Meran 6pocusno B xkap. OHa ¢ TPyIOM COBNafaja ¢ co60i ¥ TPUTBOPUIIACH, YTO PAa3NyMbIBAET HAJl €T0
HaXaJIbHHIM TIPEI0KEeHUEM.

— A 4t0, y T€OS €CTh MTUIIHUN MUTIIUOH?
K cnoBy cka3aTh, y HETO KOHEUHO Ke ObLJI TUIITHUN MUJIINOH, ¥ He OOUH.
— A THI BHICOKO Ce0s1 OIleHHBaelllb, — YOUBUIICS DMUIIHO.

Meran oTOpocuia Ha3a[ BOJIOCH, 3a0paHHbIe B KOHCKHUM XBOCT, ¥ OTBETHUIA C XJIaTHOKPOBHOM
YBEPEHHOCTHIO:

— 4 Toro croro.

— Torpa, MoxeT, ¥ Hac 4To-HUOYOb MOMy4YUTCS. 4 BCerya He MPOTUB 3aIlJIaTUTh XOPOIIYIO IIeHY 3a
YTO-TO KaUeCTBEHHOE, — MEe[IJIEHHO ITPOU3HEC OH.

Teneppb 00a CMOTpeNu OPYT APYTY B I'1a3a, U HUKTO He XO0TeJ yCTymnaTk. Ho 1o Toro, Kak aTu
abcypaHble TIEPETrOBOPH He 3alllIN B TYNHK, YeH-TO T0JI0C HapyIIUII HalPsSKEeHHYIO THUIINHY,
IIOBUCIIYIO MEXITY HUMU:

— OMUIuo?

I'taBa 3

Meran o6epHyiack. 2KeHIHA, CTOSIBINAS 3a €€ CIIUHOM, OBI/Ia KPOIIEYHOH, €€ POCT HEMHOT UM
TIPEBHIIIAJ TIOJITOPa MEeTpa.

Po3anHa Puoc Brirnsigena Kak GapdopoBasi KyKonKa — ¢ G0NbIIMMY KAapUMHU TJla3aMU U aKKyPaTHBIM
HOCMKOM. Hu 0IMH BOJIOCOK He Topyas u3 6e3yrnpedyHon MPUYeCcKy, a I'yObl ObUIM IIOX0KK Ha CBEXKUN
OyTOH po3Hl. B Hell YyBCTBOBaJIACh Ta XPYNKOCTh, KOTOPas MPo0yXKaaeT B MyKYHWHaX NHCTUHKT
3aIIUTHUKA.
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[Tocnemuui pas, Korma MeraH Buela 3Ty MaJleHbKYI0 OPIOHETKY, Ha ee PYKe CBepKasio 00pydanbHOe
Konbllo. Cefiuac ero He OBLIO...

— 41 3BoHUTIA Tebe, HO THL... — CKa3ajla Po3aHHA MSATKKUM T'OJIOCOM M YCTPEMMUIIA MBITIUBHIN B3TTIS Ha
OMUINO, — 3aQHAT.

Y MeraH cBeJjio XKUBOT, KOTTla OHa YBHUEJIa, KaK OMUIMO MOIeI0Bal PO3aHHy B IMIEKY.

— 4 maxe v MOHSATHS He uMeja. — Po3aHHa nmogapuia Meras ynuioky. — 91 papa, uTo y Tebs
HaKOHEI-TO BCe HalaXKUBaeTCs.

JloMast TONIOBY Hajl CKa3aHHBIM, MeraH Xkpaa, II0Ka OMUIK0 00BSICHUT, B 4YEM TYT Aeno. Ho BMecTo
3TOTO OH MPOCTO CIIPOCHIT CBOIO OBIBINYIO XKEHY, MOJIKEH JI ee KTO-TO BCTpPeYarTh.

— IonxeHn Onls1, — Po3aHHa IIPUCTAJIBHO BIIIAAOBIBAIIACE B TOJIITY, — HO, BUOUMO, YTO-TO €r0
3aepzxKalio.

— Mz1 MOXeM ITOABeCTH Teos.
MeraH Hacymuiaach, YCIBIIIAB 9TO BBOAIIEE B 3a0/IyKIEeHNE «MBI», @ Po3aHHa IMoKavaja rojioBOH:
— Cnacubo, s nmydiiie IOAOXKMAY.

OMUIMo MmoxKasl 1jiedaMu U akKKypaTHO IpUoOHsI MeraH, fiefiast BUJI, UTO He 3aMeTHJI, Kak OHa
B3[POTHYIIa.

— Hy, ecnu 15 yBepeHa... — Meran MeTHyJa Ha HET0 BO3MYIIEHHEIN B3TJIAM, & IMUJINO OIYCTUI
TOJIOBY U NIPOM3HEC IIETIOTOM el Ha yX0: — fl coryiaceH Ha TBOIO IEHY.

— 4 myTumna, ¥ T 3Haelb 3T0! — BhIanuiia MeraH.

— He cnepmyeT menath HUKaKUX IPEOJIOKEHUN, €C/IU TH He COOUpaeIbes fepkKaTh CBOe CJII0BO, —
IPOBOPYAJ OH U mobaBui: — M3BuHY, Po3aHHa, MBI BeieM ce0st HEBEKITHBO.

— 9T0 TH Befelb ce0s1 HeBeXKIIUBO, — IIPollefinia MeraH CKBO3b 3y0H.

— He HyXHO u3BuHeHu#. Bul npubsiu BoBoeM? My oTIpaBiseTech B pPOMaHTHUYECKOE
IyTelecTue?

— M=I BooO111e-TO He BMecTe! — 3ampoTecToBaja MeraH, MpeANpUHSB 3al103[ayI0 IOMBITKY
PacCTaBUTh BCe HA CBOM MECTa.

OMUIIKO TIOAeN ee 000 POI0K OOIBIINM IaIbIleM ¥ HeOqoOPHUTEILHO IIOCMOTPENT Ha Hee. A B
CJIeMyIOIIyI0 CEKYHIY OH ITO3BOJIMII CBOEH PYKe CKOIb3HYTh BHU3 IO CIIMHE MeraH MPsMo K u3rudy
oenep.

— MeraH cobupanach J1eTeTh JOMOM, HO, KaXKeTCsI, OHa OCTAaHeTCs CO MHOM ITOOJIbIIIE.

— IIa y, He TI0OBe3J10, — COYYBCTBEHHO ITpou3Hecya Po3anHa. — K cyacTeio, Yy MeHs OBIJT paHHUM
petic. Kak momnro BhH?..

MeraHn momsITanack ©300pa3uTh PalOCTHYIO VIBIOKY, ClIeluanbHo A1si Po3aHHH:

— Her, MsI He... 970 Bce... OH myTut!
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IOMUINO TYT K€ IIPUIIEI Ha IIOMOIIb:

— M=l pocTo xopoire Apy3bsi. — OH KOCHYJICS manblieM ee Ty0. — Tcc, paccnabbcsa, Merad. — Ero
HU3KUM XPUIIIBIN TOJI0C 3aCTaBIISIT €€ IPoXKaTh OT Bo30yxkaeHusi. — Po3aHHa Bce MOHUMAET U
HUKOMY HUYEro He paccKaXeT, — IPOM3HEC OH YCIIOKAWBAIOUUM TOHOM, yOupas BEIOUBIIYIOCS NPSAb
C ee IIeKH.

MeraH HEPBHO CI'JIOTHYJIA X IIOIIBITAJIaCh COXPAHUTH CIIOKOMHOE BBEIPpA2KEHNE JINIIA.

CnoBHO 3arvmHOTU3WPOBaHHAS, OHa CMOTpea Ha IMunuo. OH He yOupasn pyKy. BMecTo aToro
OMUNIKMO OOTPOHYICS A0 MOYKHU €€ yXa, Ka3aloCh TOJIbKO celyac 3amMevas SHTapHbIe TBO3IUKY B
30J10TOM ompaBe. Ero TeMHbIe T'/1a3a C TYCTEHIMU pPecHUIlaMy HaOmogany 3a SMKOM Y OCHOBaHUS ee
I11ey, T7ie 110 rofTyObIM BeHKaM Iof 61eqHOM HEeKHOW KOXKel MyIbCcupoBaia KPoBb.

MeraH CTOs/Ia ¥ HE MOTJIa TIOLIEBEIUTLECS — €€ HaKPHIJIO BOJTHOM BOXK[eJIeHUs, KOTOPoe MyTaso
cBoel MolInbio. HeHaBU[g 3TO YyBCTBO aOCOIOTHOM 6ECITOMOIITHOCTH, OHAa ITPOA0JIKaja TOBTOPSITh
po ce0si: «I[1o3Ke TH OyHeIIb CMeSITLCS Hafl 9TUM».

— MHe HpaBATCS CepeXKU, — CKa3al OMUIN0, HEeXKHO IIPUKacasich K TOHKOU KOXKE 3a ee yXOM.
MeraH BHOBB 3agpoxaJja, 0CO3HaB, YTO 3TO SPOreHHas 30Ha.
«Bboxe MOH, y MeHS eCTh 3POreHHbIE 30HEL!»

OHa Bce-Taku MOJHSIA PYKY C TBEPAOBIM HaMEPEHUEM OTTOJIKHYTE €T0. Ho BmMecTO 3TOro0 ee manbiibl
JIETJIX TIOBEPX €TI0 PYKHN U OCTAaJIUCh TaM, €Ille 0oJbITe YCujiinBasi HEJIOBKOCTb MOMEHTA.

— OHU npuHaanexanu Moei MaMe.

MeraH cupsrTasna rjaa3a 0T ero IpoOHULAaTEIbHOI0 B3rIAAa Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[la OHU Hadalu
HAIOJIHATHLCA clie3aMu. CepexXKy OBITM YaCThI0O MaJo¥ TOPCTKU Belllei, HalloMUHAMUX MeraH o
MaTepH, BMeCTe C YacaMu U MOTpenaHHor GpoTorpadueli, XxpaHUBIIIEHCS B €€ KOIIeNIbKe, Ha KOTOPOU
OHa, ellle MaJleHbKas, CUOUT Ha pyKaxX y MOJIOOOU KEHIIUHEI.

— OHU DOOXO0OAT K TBOMM IJ1a3aM. Y TBOEM MaMEl OHUY OBLIM TaKue XKe 30JI0TUCTHIE?
— Jla, Takue xe. 4... 1 IOX0XKa Ha Hee.
— Torpa ona gomkHa Obina ObITh 0UEHb KPACUBOM KEHIITMHOM.

MeraH mo4yBCTBOBaJa, KaK IpefaTe/lbCKU 3abUioch cepalle, ¥ MOCIeNInaa 0TBECTH BT, DMUINO
BBITJISIIe/T KCKPEHHUM, HO Ha CaMOM [ieJie KICKPEHHOCTH B HeM OBIJIO He O0JIbllle, YeM B ITOIUTHKE BO
BpeMsI ITPeIBHIOOPHON KaMIlaHUU. ['TTyII0 BEPUTH EMY.

[TepekpyuuBas cepexkKy, oHa oO6paTuiacek K Po3aHHe:
— BBINIO IPUSTHO YBUAETHCS C BaMHU, HO 51, Y€CTHO TOBOPSI, OTIa3/bIBAI0.

— KoneuHo-koHeuHO! 4 ToxXe Oblsia pafa Te0s yBUOeTh, MeraH, — Telo cKa3ana oHa. — Qumumnn
YacTO TOBOPHUT O Tebe.

— Br1 obmaerecs ¢ Oununmnom?

Wcnyr oTpa3uncs Ha nuile Po3aHHEL.
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— 4d... Hy...
OMUJINO BMeEIaJICs:

— He X049y Hepeﬁl/IBaTb BacC, 0JaMBbl, HO, — OH TJISHYJI Ha CBOX YaChl U MHOTO3HAYUTEJIIbHO ITIOCMOTPET
Ha MeraH, — oma3frIBaeM MEI Kak Pa3 IIOTOMY, YTO ThI CJIIMIIKOM MHOTO 00JITaeIIIb.

OH OBICTpO TOLleNioBaN Po3aHHy B IEKY Ha MpOIaHKe, B35/ MeraH 3a PyKy U YCTPEMUJICS K BHIXOTY,
OyKBaJIbHO Tallla ee 3a CO0O1.

— YT0 TH fenaems? — BO3MYTHUIIACh OHA.

— Cnacato Te0s OT HEJIOBKO#M CUTYaIluH.

— HenoBkyro cuTyanuio co3gaelllb Thl!

OH yXMBIIBHYJICSA U IIPOTSHYJI €U PYKY.

— MaliiHa BOH TaM.

Ho Meran He gBuranach ¢ MecCTa.

— IIo cBugaHusd!

OH MUHYTY U3yyYas ee JIULO, [I0TOM B3TOXHYII:

— ITocnymra#t, MBI MOZKEM CTOSITH 3TECH U CIIOPUTH 70 OECKOHEYHOCTH, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB THI BCE XK€
COTJIACHIIbCS, YTOOH! 51 Te0s moaBe3. — DMUJINO KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY AJIMHHOM 0Yepeny OKOJIO IIyCTON
CTOSIHKY TaKcH. — K ToMy ke s o6elllasl TBOEMY OTIy, UTO I103a004ych 0 Tebe.

— A TH y HaC 4eJ0BeK CJI0Ba?

— A TBI COMHEBaembCa? Kak 3T0 HEIIPUSTHO...

Hacrtynuna HanpsizKeHHas TUIIXHA.

OMUIMO CMOTpeJ1, Kak MeraH pa3gyMelBaa.

— Hy, ecnu 1o KaKo#-To MpuyYuHe Thl OOUIIBCS CAOUThCS KO MHE B MaIlIMHY... — Ha4aJs ObIJIO OH.
MeraHn B3epHYy/a I0g00POJOK U YCMEXHYIACh:

— KoneuHno, s He 6010CB!
I'maBa 4
MeraHn Oblia 371a Ha ce0si: OHA TaK JIETKO II03BOjIMIa C000M MaHUMIYIHPOBaTh! M maxke cormacuiace,

yTOOLI OH €e II0IBe3.

HenoBkas THIIMHA ITPOOJIKAJIACh, TIOKa DMHUJIKO He IIPEOoJieNT Bce IPOOKK U OHU He BRIOPAIKCh,
HAKOHEII, 32 TEPPUTOPUIO ad9POIIOPTa.

— JlyMalo, THl JO/IKEH U3BUHUTLCS IEPE0 MHOU.
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— Cepre3n0? U 32 4T0? — NOUHTEPECOBAJICS DMUTIKO.
— Tr1 mouesnoBan MeHsa! — K coxasieHu!o, y Hee He II0JIy4YUJIOCh CKa3aTh 9TU CJI0Ba He IIOKPACHEB.

OcTaBanoch HafIesIThCS, UTO OH OyHEeT CIUIIKOM 3aHST JOPOroil U BeJIOCUTIEAUCTaMU-CaMOyOuiiaMu
U HE 3aMETUT €€ SIPKO BCIIBIXHYBIIETO PYMSHIIA.

OMUNNO yIUBIIEHHO IPUIIOHS OPOBb U €XUIAHO YCMEXHYIICS:
— Thl gyMaelb, g CTaHy U3BUHATHCS 3a IOLETyH?
Meras nmoxkayda’ia I'oJI0BO:

— Her. 4 xouy, 4TOOBI THI U3BUHUJICS 3@ TO, YTO MCIIOJIb30BaJl MeHs! [Ipu3Hamcs, TH XOTE
3aCTaBUTh PEBHOBATH CBOIO OBIBINYIO XKEHY!

OMUNKMO 0YEHb YOUBUIICS TAaKOMY IIPENIIONI0XKEHUIO:
— PeBHOBaTH?..

— Benuniii! CTONBKO CTapaHuy — U BCe HanmpacHo! CMupKCh, IMUIKO, el BCce paBHO. [l0TKHa
IpU3HaTh, 1 pa3odapoBaHa.

— Tlouenyem?
— 4 gymana, THl UMeeIIb BJacTh Hafl XKeHIMHaMU, 3fakuii KazaHoBa, — KOJIbHYJIa ero MeraH.

— Kaxertcsi, TH posBisielb O0JbIION HHTEPEC K MOl CeKCyabHOM KU3HU, — MOYTH PafOCTHO
OTMETHUJI OMHUIINO.

9Ta KOJIKOCTh BoTHasia MeraH B elrle OOJIBIIYIO KPacKy.

— CnoxHo aToro usbexarb — B Ipecce 0 Tebe MHOTO MTUIIYT.

OH cMyTHJICS Ha MTHOBEHUE, HO IIOTOM CKPUBUJICS U CKa3a:

— IMpoknsaTas ctaTthst! Kak momnro elre Bce 9TH YEPTOBHI CIyXu OYOYyT IMpeciaenoBaTh MEeHS?
BrIpaxeHue OTBpallleHuUs Ha ero julle nmo3abaBuio MeraH.

— TlpecnemoBaTh? — CKa3alla OHa, TPUTBOPSISICH HEJOYMEHHOM. — §1 yMarna, 3TO HOJIKHO MOJTbCTUTh
Te6e. Xo4eIb COBET?

— He cnu ¢ XKeHIMHAMU, KOTOPHEIE pa30anTHBAIOT HUHTUMHEIE TOAPOOHOCTH XKenTol mpecce? He
TPaTh BPEMSI.

OMUKO MTOYTH HE UHTEPECOBAJICS TEM, UTO O HEM IIHIIYT: HU IIJIOXUM, HU XopomuM. Ho oH ObIn
IEeNCTBUTEILHO 3a/IeT UMEHHO 3TOM CTaThell — HeBePOSITHO OECTAaKTHOM, U HEIIPUCTOMHOM, U —
0osiee TOro — abCOJIIOTHO JI2KHUBOH.

OH BBIUTPAN GBI EJ0, ecu GBI TIOAAJT B CYA Ha TOT XypHas. Ho 9To mogorpeso 65l 001IeCTBEHHEBIH
WHTEPEC K ero mepcoxe. I10aToMy OMUITHO MPEIIoYesT MOOLTPaTh UM U He KOMMEHTHPOBAI HUYETO,
OXKM[asi, I0Ka BCe CaMO YTUXHET.
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— B m060M ciiydae, eciii TH U IIpaBfa CIiaj C JeBYIIKOH, 0 KOTOPOH UOeT pedb... — Merax
BHHUMATEJIbHO MIPUTIAAENIAch K ero nuiy. — Ho TH He cllaj, — ITOHSJIA BOPYT OHA. — A Befb 9Ta
ocoba ckasala...

— A THI Bepulllb BCEMY, YTO IUIIYT B IIPOKJISATHIX BTOPOCOPTHEIX KypHaIax?
— Jla He TO 4TOOHL... — 3aCOMHeBanach Meras.
— 3HAYUT, BEepUIIb TOJILKO TOMY, YTO HaKUCaHO 060 MHE?

Meran Harpapuiia ero youiCTBEHHBIM B3T/ISIO0OM. 3a MYyKUMHOM, 0 KOTOPOM OHa Tak IIJI0X0 AyMaJia,
BCEr[a OCTAaBaJIOCh IIOCJIEJHEee CII0BO.

— MHe KaxeTcsl, 4TO LIeJI0oBaTh APYTUX AeBYIIeK — He JIy4Inni cioco0d BEPHYTh KeHy, — cKa3ala
OHa.

[ToBucna ponrag maysa.

— Trl IpaBaa AyMaelllb, YTO UMEHHO IT03TOMY 5 IIoliesioBas Tebs?
Ona nmpunopHsiia OpoBH:

— A pa3Be T00O¥ OBnagesna CTPacTh, JTUIIh TOIbKO Tl YBUAE MEHS?
— JIropu 4acTo Lieyl0TCS B adpOIIopTax, — II0XKaJl iedaMu IMUJIKO.
— Ho He Taxk!

— A THI 1 He OBITIa 0060 MTPOTUB. — IMHUITUO MHITAJICS COCPEIOTOYUTRLCS Ha IOPOTe, HO B TOJIOBE TYT
JKe BCILIBLIA BOCTIOMHUHAHUS O MATKUX M3rubax ee Tena...

— MHe poCcTo CcTasno Xkanb Tebsi, — CKa3aia 0Ha, aOCOJIIOTHO TOBOIbHAS 00bSICHEHUEM,
COPBABIIUMCS C SI3bIKa. — CrenyeT 3a0bITh IPOLIIOe ¥ KUTh HOBOM XKU3HBI0. AOCOTIOTHO SICHO:
Po3anHa Tak u mesnaer.

— Jla, y Hee HOBasl XU3Hb. [[ymMalo, CKOPO MHI IIOJIy4YUM IIPUTTIALIIEHUS Ha ee CBafib0y.

Ota uHdopMaIwms, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 00BSCHSIIA TIOBEIeHUE DMUINO0, 0COOEHHO €CJIH OH [0 CUX IIOP
B/II00JIEH B CBOIO OBIBIIYIO JKEHY.

JTa HOBOCTh OGTJHCHFITIE\, IMIo4YeMy OH TakK IIOCTYIIMJI, HO B TO K€ BPpeMA He ABJIAJIaCh OIIPpAaBOAHUEM [OJIA
HEeTo.

— CBapb0a 0ueHb faxe BO3MOXKHA, HO, Cy[sd II0 BCEMY, BCe ellle He OKOHYaTeIbHO PelleHo0. Th
KaXKellbCs YOUBJIEHHOU?

— Tak OHO U eCTb.

BrnpoueMm, MeraH celiyac He Tak YAUBUJIACh, Kak B TOT IeHb, KOT[a YCJIbIIIaa, 4YTO ueanbHas 1o
BCEM IapameTpaM Iapa Po3aHHa 1 OMUIMO pacxodsaTcs. M BIIOTh IO TOTO MOMEHTa, KOTa
ounmansHo 6510 00BSIBIIEHO 0 Pa3Bofe, Meran oxupana 11000T0 TeaTPaabHOTO YPETYIUPOBaHUS
pasHornacuii. Ho ux pa3Bop MpoIien cuepkaHHo U HeeCTEeCTBEHHO OPYxKento0HO, OCHOBAaHHBIN Ha
00010THOM PeIIeHrH, KaK OHM CaMU TOBOPUIIH.
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Ho He Ob1510 11 3TO 0060I00HOE pellleHre 0 IUBUIM30BaHHOM Pa3pPhIBE BCETO JIUIIb MOMBITKOM
coxpaHuTh uI0? Kak ceMbst Proc BooO1ie omoOpuiia pa3Bon? Bo MHOTHUX OTHOUIEHUSIX OHU OO CUX
TIOp MPUEPKUBANIUCH CDEMHEBEKOBLIX Tpaauluii. Korma Ha KoHY Oblna ITOCTaBieHa TOPAOCTb CEMbU
Proc, HUKTO He AyMas 0 YeCTHOCTH U CIIPaBedIMBOCTH.

A OB T¥ 9TOT PA3BO IEeNCTBUTEIHHO 000IOIHEIM peleHreM? Unu OMUIKN0 MPUHYIUIINA?

Meran 6pocura JTI000IbITHEIM B3TJISA Ha €T0 JIUIO, Tafias: MOXKET, OH TOXKe OXKHUAal APYroro KOHIa
— CTPaCTHOTO IPUMUPEHUS?

— 41 mymara, mocne cBafb0Obl ¥ pa3Bofa Opak OyaeT BEI3EIBATH OTBpPalleHUe ¥ PO3aHHEL. JTO TakKas ke
3arafika Ajis MeHs, KaK ¥ TOT (akT, YTO OHa BoOOIIe BHIIIIA 3a Te0s 3aMyX.

— ITpaBma? Tebe He ICHO MOYeMy? — CKa3aj OH, IOBEPHYB T'OJIOBY, ¥ YCTABUJICS Ha ee T'yOHI.

OTOT HaxXaJIbHbIN, UCTIBITYIOUINH B3TJIA 3acTaBml MeraH 6eCIOKOMHO 3aep3aTh Ha cupieHbe. OH
IIPOOIKaJl CMOTPETh Ha ee T'yObl 10 TeX IOP, IT0Ka OHA He 3aKpuyasa:

— Moxert, O6ygelrb CIeguTh 3a KOPOroun?!
Y oHU BOBpeMS$I OCTaHOBUIIUCH ¥ CBeTOdOPa.

— 3aMyXK He BHIXOISAT TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO KTO-TO XOPOIIIO IeIyeTCs, eCIHM Thl HAa 3TO HAMEKaelllb, —
IIpOBOpYAaJa OHa.

—4d OyMaJl, Tbl HE 3aMETHIIIb. Ho Bce PaBHO crmacu6o. Ha camMoMm fiesie MOM TaJlaHTHI IIPOCTHUPAIOTCA
daJIeKO 3a IIpeaesIbl XOPOLIIuX IIoIeIyeB.

Pyka MeraH CygopoKHO JEPHYJIACh K Topi1y. Bo30yxkneHue HaxXJIBEIHYJIO, U IYJIbC YYaCTHUIICS.

— MHe CleoBajo BCe-TaKy B3SITh TaKCH, — MPoOoOpMoTaa oHa cebe Mo HOC, — YepT 3HaeT, mouYeMy
s ceJia B MAIIIMHY C TOOOH.

— MoxeT, T0TOMY, YTO Hafiesaach Ha ellle ONUH XOPOLIUY IOLeIyn?
MeraHs noxasa TOHKAMHU IJIe4aMU ¥ YCMEeXHYJIack:
— 3gech HeT 3pPUTeJiel, TaK 9To 51 B 6e30IaCHOCTH.

— 4 BooO111e-TO He 3KCTUOUIIMOHUCT, KakK Tebe Morio Ovl moKa3aThCs. be3 cBumeTene y MeHs
TIOIyYaeTCs Jaxe Iydile.

OTOT HU3KHUM, TOPTAHHBIM T'0JI0C, PACTSATHUBAIOIINM CJI0BA, OTIPABUI BooOpaxkeHne MeraH B
cBo6GonmHBIM nos1eT. OHa Havasia CyJOPOKHO JIOBUTh BO3AYX PTOM, UYBCTBYS IJIaMs, OXBaTHBIIIEE BCE
TeJo.

— Tonbko He co MHOU! — pe3KO0 Bo3pa3wuia OHA ¥ HaxXajla Ha KHOIKY, BEITasiCh OTKPHITH OKHO.
— Boo0b1e-To 371ech eCTh KOHOUIMOHED.
Ho MeraH ye BHICYHYJIa I'0JIOBY U3 OKHa U I'JTy0OOKO BIOXHYJIA:

— OH He paboTtaet! — OHa oOHO3peBasa, YTo Jaxke XOJOTHEIN AYII ceiuac He cpaboTa Obl, He TO
YTO KOHOUITMOHED.
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Ta 1erkocTs, C KOTOPOU IMUIIKMO BO30ykKMan ee pusuyecku, cOUBasa C TOIKY U TPEBOXKHUIIA.

OMUTIKO NTePEeKIII0YNII CKOPOCTh, ¥ MOILIHEIM MOHCTD, KOTOPHIM OH BeJl, IEePHYJICS BIEpen, TyT XKe
IIOMYMHSASACH MacCe II0TOKa U NIPUKUMAasACh K MallliHe BIepenu.

— Huxkorpa He roBopu «HUKOrAa». — OH IIOKOCHUJICA Ha ee B3ABIMAIOIIYICS rpyab. — Y moToM, BeCh
TBOW BHEIIHWU BUJ TOBOPUI O TOM, YTO THl HaclaXKaaiach IOILENyeM.

Ee oTBeT mocTaBuI €My YIOBOJILCTBHUE.

— 9T0 He 61O moLEenyeM!

— IlpaBpa®?

MeraH KaIlpru3HO IPUKYCHIIA HUKHIOW I'y0y U YIIPSIMO YCTaBUJIACh B OKHO.

— 9710 OBIT... pedIeKc, — MPOTSHYIA OHA Pa3mpaxKeHHO.

— Touno. Torga MOTy 3aMeTHUTh, UTO THI JEBYINKA C JIyYIIUMU pedIeKcaMu U3 TeX, KOTO 5 3HalO.

— 4 momxHa Oblna cKa3aTh Po3aHHe: MBI HajIeKHd OT TOT'0, YTOOR! HA3HIBATHCS Mapo4ykoii! X0oTs KTO B
3TO TOBEPHT...

— HYMaeH.II:, XOopouiasa uaed — IIO3BOJIMTE 3TOMY 3IIM304Y CTATh JINYHBIM?

MeraH BHOBB YCTaBUJIACh Ha €T0 apUCTOKPaTUYeCKUM NPOodHUIIb, He Bepsi CBOUM yiiaM. MoXkeT, OH
IIyTUAT?

— OTO0 yXKe NUYHOE. DTO CTAJIO TUYHBEIM, KOTIA THI II... II... ThI [TOLIEJI0OBAJ MEHs!
— ¥V MeHd ToXe OTIUYHbEIEe pedIeKCHI.

[TomgxaB ry0Bl, OHa yCTaBUJIACh Ha CBOM Kynaku: «He mopmnaBatics, Meran». KocTSImKyY ee masblieB
no0jegHeNd, U OHA OTPHI3HYJIACh:

— Briock 00 3akiiaf], Tak OHO U eCTh! HeyxKenu Tak CJI0KHO ITOBEPUTH B TO, UTO 51 BULETH TeOS He
Mory!

— Bepto, TH OTHIOOb HE PABHOOYIITHA KO MHE, BIIPOYEM, Kak U g K Tebe. Ho BooO11e-To s1 uMen B BULY
TBOYW KOMMEHTapHi: «XOTs KTO B 3TO MOBEPUT». [lyMaelb, KTO-TO HE CMOXKET IIOBEPUTh B TO, YUTO MEI
JII000BHUKHU?

Meran 6pocuiia Ha HETO pa3apaxkKeHHbIN B3TJIs:

— ¥V MeHs ecTh rojioBa Ha Ijledax, ¥ 5 IpefIo4ynTao OHTh eqUHCTBEHHOH. K TOMy Ke s He BEITTISXKY
KakK Kykia Bap0Ou.

— Boxe! CMOTPIO, THI TPOCTO BOIIJIOIIEHNE CECTPUHCKOM conmumapHocTu! Tebe, mpaBma, He
crengoBao OBl CyIUTh O JIIOAIX II0 BHEITHOCTH, MeraH.

— TH IIpaB, UMEHHO TaK {1 U IIOCTYIIAIO.

«HyxH0 mockopee BrIOUpaThCcs U3 MalnuHel! OgHOMY 60Ty H3BECTHO, 0 YeM s BOOoOIIle fymarja, Koraa
caguiach K HeMy!»
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«A TO THI HE 3HAEIlIb!» — UTHOPUPYS SI3BUTENTLHBEIN T'0JIOC B CBOEH TojoBe, MeraH o6opBaja
BHYTPEHHUU OUAJIOT U IPesIoXKuIa:

— MoxXeT, BEICAIUIIL MEHS 0KOJIO IePBOM K€ TOCTUHUIIE], €CIIA 9TO HE CJI0KHO?
— U maxe He TOKOPMITIO T€0S? — CIIPOCHII OH C YIIPEKOM, TI0KaiaB I'0JIOBOM.

— Het HeoOxopuMocTH. {1 yKe mo3aBTpakasa, — 6jecTsie coBpajia MeraH, — a BpeMs ob6efia ele
He HACTYTIWIIO.

O=a B3TJIsIHyJIa Ha YaChl — BCEro [eBATh TPUALATE. A y Hee Takoe OIIyIIeHNe, CIIOBHO OHa ITPOBejia B
9TOM MAIllMHE HEeCKOJILKO YacOoB!

Ero TeMHEIe OPOBU COLUINCEH Ha IIEPEHOCHIIE.
— Kak 06ynTo y Te651 HeT BpeMeHU, — IPOTSIHYII OH.

— A THI, HAaBEPHOE, EUHCTBEHHbIH OM3HEeCMEH-MUJIIMApAep, Y KOTOPOro eCTh BpeMs 1 Ha o0ef, ¥ Ha
TO, 4TOOHI TOHAOMIOOATh, KaK TpaBa PacTeT, — OTPhI3HYIach MeraH.

— [la, s MHOTO paboTalo, HO g ke He pad pexuMa.
— Mowu no3mpaBiieHus TaKOW He3aBUCUMOM TUYHOCTH, HO S BCEe PABHO He T'OJI0OHA.

— Tot gymaenrs, nyydiie O6ymeT IPOBECTH OEHb B a9POIMOPTY, 0XKHUMAasi, II0OKa CaMOJIeTEl CHOBA He
HAYyHYT JleTaTh? Thl 3aCTpsiya 3[eCh, U g IIpefsaraio U3Baeyb U3 3TOr0 moJb3y. Magpunm —
IIpeKpacHBIi Topofl. X0oTs, IPU3Hal, MOe MHEHUE MOXKET ObITh CJIerka IPeaB3sSTEIM — ST POTUIICS
3mech, — IIpU3HAJ OH, MeJJIEHHO I10XKaB IyiedaMu. — Tebe HpaBsITCS apXUTEKTypa, UCTOPUS?

— A gt0? Thl Ipeparaenib ce6s B KauecTBe rufga? — MeraH OTKMHYJIACh Ha CIIMHKY CUMIEHbS U
paccnabunack, nogymas: «[Tomancs! MHTepeCcHO, CKOJIbKO BpeMeHU eMy ITOHAag00UTCsI, YTOOR
BCIIOMHHUTDH O CBOeM 3a0UTOM MejlaMU eXXeqHEeBHUKE?»

— KoneuHo, a moueMy OBl ¥ HET?
[luuuyHas ynbel0Ka TYT Ke Ucapuiack ¢ ryd Meras.

— 4 xe momyTuna! Jaxe eciu O ST XOTeJa IOCMOTPETh JOCTOIIPHMEYaTeIbHOCTH, K TOMY MOMEHTY,
KakK 5 IPOBEPIO 3JIEKTPOHHYIO MTOYTY, OTEll HaBEepHSIKa HaMIeT i MeHS [TapoyKy 3aflaHuM.

— Torpa He nIpoBepsii TOYTy!

Takas He3aMbICTIOBaTas JIOTUKa 3acTaBuiia MeraH 3amMmoprath. OHa yCTaBuIach Ha OMUJINO TakK,
OynTo OH OBITI C APYTOM TIJTAHETHI.

— MoxerT, TE caM cebe 00cc, HO g HeT. Mol oTell He T00UT 0e30eIbHUKOB.
— Tl XKe go4YKa CBoero 6occa. ITO MOIKHO HaBaTh ONpPeNeIeHHYI0 CBOOOMY JeHCTBHM.

— Houepu 6occa Bcerpa Hy>KHO JOKa3bIBaTh: Thl MOXKEIb GOJIbIIE, YeM IIPOCTO KPACUTh HOT'TH. —
HaxmypuB 6poBu, MeraH ¢ 0g03peHKUEM CIIPOCHIa: — TH IIBITAELILCS BHIBECTU MeHS U3 cebs?

OH ycMmexHyJICS:
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— Heyxenu ApMCTPOHT YBOIHUT Te0s, TOIBKO YTOOH JOKA3aTh — [JIs HET'O BCe PABHHI?
— Iloka s paGoTaro Ha HETo, B KaKOH-TO Mepe OH KOHTPOJIUPYET MO0 KU3Hb...

3a 3TUM HeNOJIHHIM 00bsICHEHNEM TI0CTIefloBajia Hebobias maysa.

— To ecTb ecnu O OH YBOIMII T€OSI, TO IIOTEPSINT OBl CBOIO BIACTb Hafl TOOOM?

MeraH KuBHYa:

— TouHo.

OHa MmoBepHYyJIa roJIoBy. MX ria3a BCTPETUIIHCD, U TYT [0 Hee MOIII0, C KEM OHa 00CyXKIaeT BaXKHBIE
7S Hee MPo0JIeMEl B CeMbe!

— Temneps TH 3HAEIIH BCE 0 MOeH HE0IAromoayYHo! ceMbe. ITO He OUYeHb IPUSTHAS TeMa OJIs
pa3roBopa, Tak, MOXET, CMEeHUM ee? — PyMsHell Colles C ee IIeK, BEIpakeHue JI1ia CTajlo CypPOBBIM.

Ho Omunuo 3Ham o ceMbe MeraH HaMHOT'0 OOJIbIIIE.

I'maBa 5

[TaMsATh YyCIyKJIMBO HAIlIOMHUIa OMUJIMO OOUH KX Pa3roBop ¢ PumumnmoM.

— Ilouemy THI paccMaTpuBaellb MeraH B Ka4eCTBe Bllafeliblla KOMIIaHUM KakK IIyTKY?
®ununn Havan OBIJI0 CMESIThCS, HO OBICTPO OCTAHOBHIICS:

— Te1 cepbe3no?.. — Ha ero nuile oTpasuiaoch 4TO-TO, ITI0X0XKeEe Ha pa3gpaxkeHue.

— A nouemy Onl 1 HeT? Kak 51 MOHKMMAaI0, TBOEH CeCTpe OOHAXKIK YTOTOBAHO CTATh BlaeTUIeH
KOMIIaHWUH OTIIA.

— OTtkypma Tebe 3HaTh? KOHEYHO, eC/Iu Thl TAaWHO HE CJIEIUIID 3a €€ ycrnexaMu. — QUIuIn cam
IIOCMESJICS Hafl CBOEU IITyTKOM.

— MEHI Bcerja CcjeguM 3a yCIlieXaMu HalllhX GYJIYH.II/IX pa60THI/IKOB, HIeM CaMBIX APKUX U JIYUYIIUX. 310
KaapoBad IIOJIMTHKA KOMIIQHUH, — 00BSICHUII DMHUIIHO.

— Twt gyman npenioxuts Mera#d pa6oty?!

— OHa Kak pa3 U3 TeX KaHAUAaTOB, KOTOpkle HaM OBl IMOMOIIIK, — II0KaJl IyiedaMyu DMUJIKO.
— Meran? Hama Meras?!

— B HacTos1ee BpeMs OHa JIy4iiasi B CBoel 06racTu, — yOexkaeHHO 3asBUJI IMUIIHO.

ViHTepecHO, 3aMEeTHJI JIX 3TO XOTh KTO-HUOYAb U3 ee ceMbu? EC/u KTO-TO ¥ 3aMETHJI, TO OOUH JIUIIIh
Ounmunn — 1 cOenaa oOH 3TO TOJIBKO YTO. Merad He 0c000 BHIENSIACh B CEMbE, CIIJIOIIbL COCTOSIIEH
13 CHUJIbHBIX IMYHOCTEH C TPOMKHUMHU UMEeHAMH.

— MeraH Bcerfia Oblyia 3yOpuiioi, — BCIIOMHUI OUITUTITI C HEKHOMU YIIHIOKOIM.
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— To ke camoe TOBOPUIIN 000 MHe, HO IIPpEeanovYuTall Ha3beIBaTh 3TO d)OKYCPIpOBKOfI. ITO KaK pa3 To
Ka4eCTBO, KOTOPO€E A CHUTAI0 BaXHEUIITHM.

— TuI xoTesn, uToOB Merad... OHa oTKa3ajiach?
— MHe fanu IOHSTH, YTO ceyac OHa HeJOCTYIIHA.

— KT0-TO 0XOTHUTCS 3a TanmaHTaMu Haiieid Meras... Hago xke! 9To crnoxHo nepeBaputh. HeT, oHa
spKasi, IPOCTO 1 HUKOIa He AyMaJl...

— Hy a TBoI OTel], BepOsITHO, AyMaJl, €CIM OH X04eT OTHATh eil pupMy...
— Her, He xouet! — npepsan ero OuInmMI.
— Ilouemy THI Tak yBepeH?

— 41 3Har cBoero otua. OH, MOXKET, ¥ CKa3all e’, YTO OTHACT. OTO B €ro CTuse, — npusHasn dunumnm.
— Ho B melcTBUTENbHOCTH IO3BOJINTh MeraH BCTATh BO I'JlaBe KoMIlauuu?.. — OH IToKadaJ I'0JIOBOM.
— Hu 3a uTO 1 HUKOTrOa!

— Ilouemy HeT?
— XM, Hy [JIs HadaJjia, eCJIM Tl BOPYT 3a0bli, OHA IeBYOHKa.
— Jla, 1 3aMeTHJI, 4TO OHa KEHII1HA.

— Korpga meno KacaeTcs XKeHIIUH, OTell MOXKET TOBOPHUTH YTO YIOOHO, HO B OYIIIE€ TaK M OCTAHETCSA
IMOBUHUCTOM.

— Ho THI HaMeKa: OH He Obll OBl IIPpOTHUB, €ClTnk OBl lXKeHHU IIPOsIBHAJIa UHTEPEC.

— Ia, IxxeHHu Bcerma Oblyla ero mo0uMuilein. Thl Ke 3Haelllb, OTell MPUIOTHI MeraH, Korja ee MaMa
yMmepia. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OHA...

— JToYb CIIyXKaHKU.

— 4 TaKk He cuuTaw! — 3anportecroBan Pununi, kpacHesa. — Ho orer; — ma. Ee MaTh ciyxusa y Hac
TOPHUYHOM, a 3aTeEM 3abepeMeHea.

JInmo 9Munuo npuodpesio paBHOOYIIHOE BhHIpaXKeHue.

Hapo otmath cTapireMy ApMCTPOHTY AOJI2KHOE — OH OCO3HaJl CTeTIeHb CBOEW OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, ITyCTh
9TO ¥ 3aHSJIO OBEeHAMIaTh JIeT.

MeraH nepesea B3TJIA[ C AJIMHHBIX [1AJIbIEB, HETEPIIEINBO BEICTYKUBAIOIIUX PUTM Ha PyJie, Ha JIALO
OMUIINO:

— 41 Toxe He 000 BOOMUTL, KOT'dJa OJOPOru 3abuTel. Huuero YOUBUTEJIIBHOT'O, YTO ThI 3JIMIILC.

Huzkuii 6apxaTHBIN T'0j10C MeraH OTBIIEK IMUIIUO OT TEMHBIX MEICIeH. [IoBEpHYB rOJI0BY, OH
IIOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK COABUJIO IPy[b, — B €€ IIa3aX YUTAIOCh COUyBCTBHE. OH yXKe He MBITAJICAd CKPHITh
CBOU IIOTAEHHBIM MHCTUHKT 3alluInaTh Meras.
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— $1 He YYBCTBYIO 3JIOCTH II0 OTHOIIEHHIO K OPOTe, — CKa3as OH. «TOJIbKO 10 OTHOIIEHHUIO K JTIOMSM,
KOTOPHIe 0Ouzxkanu Te6si». — Ho TH Bce paBHO ITPOAOIZKAEIIb Ha Hero paborats?

fApocTs, ¢ KoTOpOU OBLN 3afjaH 3TOT BOIPOC, cOun MeraH ¢ Tonky. OHa CMyIIleHHO 3aMoprara:

— Ha namy?.. A moueMy s He HOJKHa IIPOJOJIKaTh paboTaTh Ha HET0?

— Thl caMa cKa3asa: OH IIBITAeTCS MaHUIYyIuPOBaTh TOO0M. Y TH He Bo3pakaels?

— «MaHuNyIupoBaTh» — CJIMIIKOM CUJIBHOE CJII0BO, — HAPOYHUTO ONTUMUCTUYHO BO3pa3uiia Meras.

[To MHEHHI0 IMUIIHO, 3TO OBITIO CIIUIIKOM MSTKOE CJIOBO. fICHO, oTel; MeraH abCOIOTHO He
3aMHTEPECOBaH B PACKPHITHHU MOTEeHIMana gouepu. OH MPOCTO UCIIOJIL30BAJI €€ [IJII CBOUX IIeJIei.
HHTepecHO, MOHUMAJIa JIX OHa: e HUKOrga He MOJy4YUTh TOM MOPKOBKH, KOTOPOU ee MaHUT OTeL?

— Tak 3a4yeM mepekuUBaTh, ECIIM OH BCe PaBHO TeOSI He YBOIUT?
— EcTb Bellly 4 10XyKe, 4YeM YBOJIbHEHUE, — BO3pa3uia Meras.
— Hanpumep? — He yHUMaJICA OH.

— Hampuwmep, 9To-T0O mopmobalolle YHU3UTEIbHOEe — IIYOMMYHBINA BHITOBOD, TOHUKEHHE B IOTKHOCTH,
IyCTh flaXke TOIbKO Ha Oymare. Ho Bce paBHO g Oymy Xopolle# [1eBOYKOM 1 OTKJIOHIO TBOE
Ype3BHYaHO 3aMaHYKBOE MIPUTIallleHre Ha 3aBTPaK, — Pelluia OHa, CKPhIBas I'PYCTHYIO IIPaBay 3a
capka3MoM. — W He IPUTBOPSHCS, YTO OYEHb pacCTpoeH. [Ipu3Haii, eCTb MHOXKECTBO JTyUILINX
CIIoco0OB IIPOBECTH [IeHb, YEM MTOKa3bIBaTh MHE TYPUCTHUECKHE NOCTOPHMedaTeTbHOCTH.

— Ila, moxarmyi, 1 MOTy IPUAyMaTh, KakK MPOBECTH [eHb JIy4Ille, — COTJIACHUIICS DMUIINO, YCTPEMIISASA
CBO¥ B3TJISIO Ha ee MOJIHBIE TYOH.

B rosoBe ero TyT ke MOSBUIIOCh HECKOIBKO umel. U Bce BKII0OUanu B ce6si ITOCTeNb U TIOTHOe
OTCYTCTBHE OJEIKIEL..

3aropescs 3eleHbIM CUTHAI cBeTodOopa, ¥ OMUIKO BHOBb HaxXal Ha ras.

[To kpalitHel Mepe, OHM HAaKOHEI[ 3aKPhIIX TeMy. MeraH CMOTpesia Ha IIPOHOCSINHAECs 3a OKHOM
Tefi3aXku ¥ y&Ke Hadajla HEMHOTO PacciabisaThCs, KaK BAPYT DMUIIKO 3a/all BOIPOC:

— A TBI BCera XOpolasd geBo4yka, Meran?

BrnonHe HEBUHHBINM BOIIPOC, eCId OBl He ero roJioc... HU3Kui, TPOTSKHEBIN, C XPUIOTIION — IPSIMUKOM
13 9POTUUECKUX (DaHTa3UU.

«A OH JIIOOUT IIJIOXUX OEBOYEK?»
— Bcerma, — 3aBepuia OHa €ro AOBOJIBHO XOJIOTHO.

Vnribka KOCHYJIACh YI'OJIKOB €TI0 1"}76, d B3TJIAL YIIall Ha PYKHU Meras, KOTODEIE JIEXKAJIX Y HEe Ha
KOJIeHsX.

— Xopo1ure OeBOUYKY He IPHI3YT HOTTH.

MeraH TYT 2K€ HEOCO3HAHHO CIIPATAJIa PYKH, CTRIOACE Y2KaCHOT'O COCTOSAHUSA CBOUX HOTTEN.
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— 4 u He... — Ona Opocuna Oecrone3Hbe OTPULIAHUS U BCKUHYIa Mogdopomok. — [la, s MHOTOa
TpbI3y HOTTU. UTO ¢ TOro? Thl CUMTaElb 3TO BHELIHUM MIPOSIBIEHNEM KaKOr0-TO BHYyTPEHHET 0
Hepa3peleHHOTro KOH(IuKTa? A 9TO BCEro JIUIID IPUBLIYKA.

— 4 nmpocTo momyMar, MOXKeT, Tl X0UYelllb eCTh? — CIIOKOWHO OTBETHUJI OH.

— Ila, g Bcerga roiogHasi, — IprM3Hanack MeraH, He MOAyMaB.

— Torpa pereHo.

MeraH HaCTOPOXKEHHO [I0CMOTpeJia Ha HEero:

— YT0 3TO ellle pemeHo?

— He momH10, 4TOGH TH Obl/Ta TaKO# arpeCCUBHOM. YTIajl YPOBEHb caXapa B KPOBU?
— C ypoBHEM caxapa B KPOBU Y MEHSI BCE HOPMaJIbHO!

OueHb XKaJlb, YTO TO XK€ caMoe HeJb3s ObII0 CKa3aTh O APYTUX YPOBHSIX — I'OPMOHOB, HAaIIpuMep.
Onu-To OyIieBany B ee KPOBH C T€X CAMBIX 110D, KaK OHA YBUOENa DMHUIIHO.

C Tex IIOP KdK OH IIOLEJIOBAJI €€...

MeraH npumogHsia PyKy, JOTPOHYIAChk 10 CBOUX I'y0 U TYT, Kak OYATO CKBO3b TYMaH, yBUETaA
mOOOTIBITHEIE TEMHBIE TJIa3a, YCTAaBUBIINECS Ha Hee. MeraH ypoHuUiIa pykKy.

«ToNbKO He OyMaif, YTO THI KaKasi-To ocoOeHHast, MeraH. Tkl BCEro JIMIIL CTPAaHHOBATas NEeBYOHKA,
HaJ KOTOPOU ITOCTOSTHHO CMEIOTCsI. TOYHO He Ta JeBYINKa, C KOTOPO IMUIK0 Proc 3axoTen Okl
uMeTh feio. Tak moueMy oH He Opocuit Tebst B a9poImopTy?»

— JlagHO, MOXKeIIb YIOCTHUTH MEHS 3aBTPAaKOM, HO MECTO He JOJIZKHO OBITD YepecCcuyp MHUKAPHBIM. qa
H€ O4Y€Hb XOPOIIIO BBRITTIAXKY, — COalacCh MeraH.

— 4 myman, KaxX[plii JIaTUT caM 3a ce6si, HO pa3 Thl HAaCTauBaellb...

MeraH He CMOTJIa yaepkKaThbCs OT CMeXa.

I'maBa 6

MeraH HEMHOTO OTCTaJjla OT IMUIIKO, KOTIa OH BXOAuI B 3nanue. OHU mepecekny ¢oiie 1 BOIIH B
nudT, Korga 0o Hee BOPYT [OILIO:

— 3TO0 He pecTopaH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT CTeKIsIHHBIE ABepu NMudTa OECITyMHO 3aKPHIIUCh, ¥ KaOWHA Me[JIeHHO U TUXO
TI0TI0JI371a BBEpX. MeraH He 04eHb JIi00MIa BEICOTY, TIO3TOMY pelua He 1I000BaThCS MUJIBIM
3eJIEHBIM KPHITHIM IBOPUKOM BHU3Y.

— ThI HE TONBKO KpacCuBad, HO U YMHad.

«OueHb KpacuBas, KcTaTu. Ho TBosI KpacoTa He cpa3y OpocaeTcsi B rjasa», — gyMall OMUIIHO,
u3ydad JIALo0 MeraH.
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Ona o0nagana KjlacCu4eCKOM aHTIMHUCKOM KpacoTOM — JIUI0 “heanbHOU GpopMel, OnegHas, CJIOBHO
CBETSIIAsACS KOXKa He UMeJla HU OOHOT0 U3bgHa. Takoe nuio He 6pocaeTcs B riaa3a, OGHaKO OHO OBLIO
KpacCUBHIM. M, pa3 B3T/IsIHYB Ha HETO, y2Ke HEBO3MOXKHO OTBE3THU B3TJIAL.

«Mnu 3TO TOMBKO MHE TaK KaXeTCsa?»

Ona coBCceM He OXOAMIa Ha TeX JaMo4ekK, C KOTOPLIMU DMUJIKO CTalIKUBaJCs paHblle. Ee KkpacoTa
OblyTa maneka OT CTAHOAPTOB IJIACTUYECKON XUPYPTUU, KOTOPEIMU TaK TOPAUIIUCH BCE BOKPYT. Y
MeraHn OBIJIO TO, UTO HE MOT [aTh HU OWH IJIAaCTUYECKUM XUPYPT UM KOCMETOJIoT. B Heit OBITT KaKoii-
TO 3arafOyHBIN IIUK...

Meran 6pocuia Ha HETO XMYpBIi B3TJISA, IPUTJIafiiiia BOJIOCH U IOMBITANIAaCh YCMUPUTH [bIXaHHUE.
— He TonbKO HamoOEONIUBLIM, HO U CApKaCTUYHBIM, — MapupoBaja OHa. — YTO 9TO 3a MECTO, IMUIUO?
OMUIIHUO YCTABUIICS B OMHY TOYKY.

9TO 37aHue, PaclooKeHHOe B OHOM M3 CaMBIX IPECTUKHBIX KHUJIBIX paliloHOB Mazpupa, ObIo
O4YeperHOM UHBECTUIIMEN, 0 KOTOPOH OH BOOOIIe He TIOMHUJI 10 TeX II0p, II0Ka €r0 JOBOJIBHO
0eCTONKOBEIN IIOMOIIHUK PE30HHO He 3aMeTHJI, UTO IIYyCTYIOMUMA TeHTXayC MOXKET ObITh TPEeKPaCHBIM
pelLIeHreM ero KBapTUPHOT 0 BOIIPOCa.

— ¢ XuBYy 31€eCk.
Kak TonbKO0 10 MeraHs fo1esn CMBICII CKa3aHHOTO, Y Hee CBeJIO XeJyLoK.

— XKusem? — Eii ynanochk CKpeITh IAHUKY B T'OJIOCE, HO HE B I'Jla3aX, KOTOa OHa yCTaBUJIaCh Ha €ro
rpynb, 605Ch MONHSATE B3TJAA. — 2KUBeIb, 3HAUUT?..

OH BRITIAOEN N3yMJIEHHBIM.
— }KI/IBY, 3HAYMUT... A BO3BpallalOCh CIOAa IIOCJIe pa60TBI KaKObIi MeHb.

Ero CaPKa3M 3daCTaBHUJI €€ OIIYCTUTD I''lla3a W 3aJIUTECA PYMSIHIIEM. Omna cornacumnach Ha 3aBTPaK B
00111eCTBEHHOM MeCTe, I'fie BOKPYT OBITTH JIIOOU, ¥ 9TO — OIHO AEJI0. A BOT Ha MOCEIeHNE eTro JoMa
OHAa He MOAIMChIBaIach!

«Bora pagu, MeraH, — cepauTo CKa3asa oHa caMoy cebe, — Benu ce0si monobarotre. T yKe He
pebeHok. Heyxkenu yarika Koge ¢ MUPOKHBIM 03HAYaeT YTO-TO UHTUMHOE?»

K ToMy ke Kako# y Hee BhIOOp? YOexkaTh Mpoyb, KaK HalyraHHas OeBYOHKA?

«9Munuo Puoc — 4enoBeK, KOTOPHEIH MOXKET 3al0Iy4YuTh JTI00YI0 XKEeHIIHHY, — HalloMHUIIa cede
Meran. — OH ke He I0JIOXKUI Ha TeOs Ila3 ¥ He MEITAeTCS 3aTall[UTh B CBOIO KBAPTUPY, YTOOEI
COOJIa3HUTHY.

— MbI MOXeM IIOUTH U B PECTOPAH, €CJIU X0UYellb.
— Her, BCe HOpMabHO.

OHa mocMoTpesna Ha 4ackl, IBITAsICh IOCYUTATh, KOTIA MOXKHO OyIeT yIU3HYTh U IIPH 9TOM He
ITOKa3aThCs rPy0o.

HWtak, naTh MUHYT MaKCUMyM Ha KOQe U IUPOXKHOE.
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— Tebe xe HeKyna cneumTs, MeraH, paccinabbcs!
— [Ila 51 paccnabneHa! — orpeI3HyJiach OHa.

— THI BHITTISIEIa TaKOW YOWBIIEHHOM, KOTja Y3Hasa, YTO Y MEeHsI, OKa3hIBaeTCs, €CTh KBapTUpa.
Iymara, s cIiiio B odpuce 3a paboduM CTOJIOM? — CIIPOCHJTI OH, SIBHO 3a0aBIIsisiCh IPOUCXOISIIHUM.

MeraH nopHsIa Ha OMUINO 30JI0TUCTHIE TJIa3a:

— I'me OB THI HX HOYEBaJ, OOHO MOXKHO CKa3aTh C YBEPEHHOCThIO — CITHIIL THl HE OfMH.
— 910 TaK Te0s BOMHYeT? — MeIJIeHHO IIPOU3HEC OH, BTIISABIBASICh B €€ JIUIIO.

— Bonuyet? — OHa noxaja mje4yaMu. — JTO He MO€e [eJI0 — KaK Thl KUBEIlb ¥ C KEM.

— Ho 3To He MemaeT Tebe UMeTh COOCTBEHHEIN B3TJISM Ha MONOOHbIE BEIU, — 3aMETHII OH C
VUPOHUEN.

— BoBce HeT! — Bo3pasuia MeraH, gaXke He TOKPAcHEB B 9TOT pa3, Pafgysich, YTO PAOOM HeT [IXKoIa,

KOTOPBIYA MOT OBl YIMUUTH €€ BO JIXKHU.

HIMeHHO ee cocefi 110 KBapTupe [KOII TepPBLIM 3aMETHUIT: OHA YAeNsaeT XXU3HU OMUINO0 CIIUIIKOM
MHOT'0 BHUMaHHUS. B TOT JeHb MeraH nepeckas3biBajia €My IUTATH C Pa3HLIMU KOJIKOCTSIMHU U3
HalllyMeBIIIeX CTaTh¥ M, HECMOTPS Ha IOJIHOE OTCYTCTBUE MHTEPECa C eT0 CTOPOHEI, JaXke CyHyJla eMy
107 HOC 3JI0CYaCTHBIY KypHa.

— Kak oHa YMYOPSAETCA He BHIIIPBITHYTE U3 IJIaThsa? BOT 3TO mEUCTBUTENLHO HHTEPEeCHO.

[Tpu B3rnsige Ha CHUMOK 3TOM MapOYKM Ha KPacHOM KOBPOBOM IOPOXKKE CTAHOBHUJIOCH COBEPIIEHHO
SICHO: IMUJIMO TOYHO 3HaJI, KaK 3Ta KPaCOTKa «BHIIPHITUBAET» U3 CBOETO IJIaThs. [IeByIIKa IIPOCTO
HaMepTBO IIPUKJIenIach K HeMy.

— May! — Ko OTIOXKUII XKypHaJI, faXke He IOCMOTPEB Ha HETO0, ¥ IPOAOJIKUII TIUTh Kode. —
MeraH, 0TKyZia TaKOX UHTEPEC K 3TOMY IapHI0?

— Jla MHe COBepIIeHHO HeT HUKaKOro feja g0 Hero!

OH yIUBJIEHHO IIPUIIOTHSIT OPOBH:

— U eme ocyxpenne. CoBceM He TIOX0XKe Ha Tebs.

— 4 BoBce He... Hy 3Haems, OMUINo u caM He IPOTUB IIOKPUTUKOBATH JIIOJEN.

«IIpuyem BooO11e 6e3 MpHUUKUHBI!» — MeraH BCIIOMHHUJIA JIEKIIUIO, KOTOPYI0 DMUIIMO IIPOUes el, Koraa
OHY TOCIEIHUN pa3 BUAEIUCS.

Ona Oblya KepTBOi B 9TOM HEIIPUSATHOW UCTOPUH, U BCe Ke OH OCYyKfall ee, Kak Oy[TO 3TO OHa
cobupasack U3HACUIIOBATh CBOET0 OETHOI0 MperoaaBaTens, a He Hao00poT!

— IIpaBga? MHTEPECHO-UHTEPECHO... — MPOTIHYI []2KO1II.

— Ha camowm piene He oco00, — cKa3aja MeraH rpycTHo. — OH npocTto apyr @umnummna.
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MoxeT, oHa U BOpaBOy gyMmaeT 06 IMunuo Puoc Gonbliie, 4yeM craenoBano OwI?

OH pgaxe He OblI O0OJIbIIIE YACTHIO ee XKU3HU. OHU XKUJIU B PA3HBIX MUPax.

MeraH oTTONIKHYIa OT ce051 BOCTIOMUHAaHME 0 TOM HEJIOBKOM Pa3roBOpe, TOCMOTPEIA B I'la3a IMUINO
¥ noOaBuIa:

— B mo6oMm cnydae st OB He X0TeJla YUTATh 00 9TOM B XKypHaJie 3a 3aBTPAKOM.

OMuIHO pacnpaBui mwiedn. JIo6ysch 61ecTAIMMA BojloCaMyu MeraH, OH IIpuiarai rpoMafHbIe
yCunusi, 4TOOb He 3allyCTUTh B HUX PYKH.

MeraH TeM BpeMEeHEM yCTaBHUJIACh B IIOJI, U3y4Yasd KOBPOBOE ITOKPEITHE.

«Ecmu e#i HeT fgesa [0 TOTO, C KeM s CILTI0, TO MHe 0YeHb HHTEPECHO, C KEM OHa ITPOBOJUT HOUM», —
IpU3HaCcs caM cebe DMUITHO.

Ha ero muiie nosiBunach Kpubast ynbiOKa. M3 X HeflaBHEro pa3roBopa ¢ OUIKIIOM OH y3Hall, YTO ee
napeHb nepee3xaert: «Meras fyMaer repeexaTh, IOTOMY 4TO apeHAHAas IjlaTa IIOBBICUIACh, KOTraa
M3 KBApPTUPHI Bhlexas [Koimr». A BOT mouyeMy 3TOT [IKo11 Beiexasnn? HaBepHsKa caesnas OH 9TO OTHIOOb
He TIPOCTO TaK...

Kak TonbKO uX ria3a BHOBb BCTPETUJIMCh, MeTraH 3alIuaach PyMSHIIEM:
— ThI KXuBelIb OOUH"?

B ronoBe TyT ke mpoHecnoch: «ThH MpocTo poerrs cebe Moruiny, Meran! MoxkeT, mydiie MogyMaTh
mepen TeM, Kak TOBOPUTH?»

— IIa, a TEI? — HeOPEeKHO OOPOHUII OH.
— 4 Toxke. — MeraH IpoOYUCTHUIa TOPJI0 U fobaBuna: — MHTEpeCHO, YTO-TO He TaK C 3TUM JUGTOM?

Boo01rie-To GbIJI0 0OUYeHB CI0KHO OCTaBaThCS CIIOKOMHOM, IEITAsICh HE BOOXHYTH CIy4dalHO 3amax
Omunuo. KoHe4Ho, 1erkue HOTKY MbIJIa ¥ IIaMIIYHS TOXe [IPUCYTCTBOBAJIU, HO MeraH olyIasna
TOJIbKO BOJIHYIOILIMM apoMaT ropsiuero MyKCKoro Tena. Tejla IMUIKO.

— C To0oii Bce B mopsimKe?

OMUIIMO HAXMYPHUJICS U CHeNa Iar K Hell. MeraH no6nepnHena. Teneps eAMHCTBEHHBIM SIPKUM
ISTHOM Ha ee 071eHOM Nulle OBIIM 30JI0TUCTHIE, IIMPOKO OTKPHITHIE OT UCITyTa rjlasa.

MeraH 6]:>ICTp0 OTCTYIIXJIa Ha3a[, HAaTOJIKHYBIINCE Ha CTEKJISIHHYIO CTEHY J'II/I(bTa.

OMUINO IBHO He 0KUOAJ OT Hee TaKoX peakuuu. C yOIUBIEHHBIM BUIOM OH IIPOTSHYII K HEU PYKY,
OCTOPOKHO KOCHYJICS IIIeYa:

— Ycnoxkotiics.
CwmyuieHHas, MeraH OTJIeTINIach OT CTEHHI.

— Tu HaIlyrall MEeHs, — IIOIIBITaJIaChk OIIPAaBOATHCA OHaA.
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— OTO TOYHO. 3allibl ¥ TO MeHee MyrauBbl! — OH IPHUILYPHUIICS U C TIOJ03PEHNEM ITIOCMOTPET Ha
Meran. — Bce nogymaiot, 6yATO Thl OOUIIECS MEHS.

Ero 6apxaTHbIH, HEMHOT'O XPUILTEIHM, HU3KUH TO0C MacKan ee. OHa He CMOTJIa COTPOTUBIISITLCS — 10
ee cnuHe npobexaina gpoxb. Kak 6yoTo KTO-TO HEXKHO IIPOBEJI 10 KOXKe IaJiblleM — CBEepXY BHUS...

«XBaTuT, Merasn! [IpekpaTu ceriuac xe!»

HO‘-IYBCTBOBaB OOHOBPEMEHHO CTHIQ 3d CBOM MEICJIM X THEB Ha TO, KdK OHA PearupyeT Ha SMumo,
MeraH OIIyCTHJIa I'/la3a U CTUCHYJIA 3Y6BI.

— Botocs? — OHa pe3Ko BCKUHYa IIOA00PONOK U PaccMesiyiachk. — YBepeHa, TH Jaxke MyXKYUH
IOBOMMIIb [0 CIIe3, HO TOJBKO He MeHs! — M oHa 3amornyarna.

Boo061ie-To 9Munuo YZXKe NOBOOHUII €€ OO CIIe3. Ho TonbKo omHaXabI.

[IeiTasiCh He MO3BOJIMTHL CBOUM MBICTISIM BEPHYTLCA B TOT OEHD, KOTOpBII;I CTOSAJI OOJHUM M3 IIEPBLIX B €€
CIINCKE CaMBIX Y2KACHBEIX MOMEHTOB B 2KHM3HH, MeraH KPHBO y'J'IbIGHy'HaCB u }IOGaBI/IHaZ

— Ilo kpaiiHel Mepe, He CeTOIHS.

U 6onbiie Hukorma! OHa 0osblile HUKOTTa He ITO3BOJIUT €My 3aCTaBUTh ee IT0YYBCTBOBATEL Ce0s CTOIb
MEP3KO H... KaJko!

OMUINO TeM BpeMeHeM CMOTpPeEII Ha ee T'y0Ohl, ¥ B er0 BeHaxX 3aKuIajo xejanue. OH He oyMall, 4To

9TOT OE€Hb HAaCTaHET TaK CKOPO.

OH Bcerfa ropauiiCs TEM, YTO MOT AepKaTh CBOE JTHOKIO0 moa KOHTpoieM. Ha cBeTe Oblla TOIBKO
OIHA XEeHIIWHA, KOTOPOH ymanock mpobuth Operrs. OHa CTOSITIA celyac Iepen HUM U X0Tejla ero Tak
JKe CHJIbHO, KaK U OH ee.

O6xkuraroliee CeKCyaabHOE HaNPSKeHWe MeXIy HUMU CTaHOBUIIOCH BCe CUIbHee. Takoro OMuImo
He YyBCTBOBAJI HU pa3y. MeraH npocTo o0sg3aHa ToXKe OIIylmaTh nogoodHoe! My oH nuilib BHAET
cBOM (haHTA3UU 3a ee XKejaHue?

STOT BOIIPOC UCYE3, HE YCIIEB laXke TOIKOM C(hOpMUPOBATLCS ¥ HETO B T'OJI0BE. IMUIIHO TTTyOOKO
BHOoxHYJ. OH TOYHO 3HaJI, KOrfa XKeHIHa X0Tesa ero.

MeraH ompefeleHHO X0Tesla ero.

Bormpoc, KoTopkhiit eMy ciiefoBaio Obl 3afaTh cebe: moueMy, HeCMOTPS Ha HEIIPEO0IuMOe
(dbu3nYecKoe BlIeUYEeHNWE, OHA TaK HeJeIo BefeT cebs?

OHa myMaeT, 4YTO CMOXKET IPUTBOPUTLCS, OyTO HUYET0 He MPOUCXOIUT U BCe IIPOUIET caMo co0oi?
Osna xo4eT UMeHHO 3T0ro? [Touemy?

On 3allyCTHII ITAJIbIIEI B CBOM KOPOTKXE BOJIOCHI U IIOIIBITAJICA pa306paTBCH BO BCEM.

MeraH, KOTOPYIO OH 3HaJ, o0nafana cBoeoOpa3Hoil MPUTATATEILHOM TPSIMOTOM ¥ UCKPEHHOCTHIO. A
MeraH, cTosilas cefiyac rnepep HUM, Bejla ce0s1 KaK CTeCHUTeIbHAs IeBCTBeHHUIA, KOTOPOii OHa,
€CTeCTBEHHO, JaBHO yXke He Oblna.

Takue meByLIKY, Kak MeraH, 0co60 He IPUBIEKAI0T BHUMaHUS MYKCKOT'0 II0J1a.
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TYT 2Ke B TOJIOBE BCIIJIEIJIO OOHO M3 BOCIIOMHUHAHUM 13 IIPOIIJIOro...

OMHUITHO TIOMHUT TO U3yMJIEHHE, KOTOPOE UCIIHITAll, KOTla IBePhb B €€ KBapTUPY OTKPHIT
107Ty00HaKEHHBIA MyXK4YKMHA ¢ 6JIM3KO0 IOCAXKEHHBIMHU TJIa3aMU U CHUCXOTUTEILHON YIIEIOKOH
Tee3Be35l (0Ka3aI0Ch, YTO OH OB BPauoM).

Ia yx, ctoprpui... HacTosimast 6om6a! YyBcTBO OBITIO TaKoe, OYATO KTO-TO YAAPUII €T0 B KUBOT.

JTro60# MOT IIpeaBUaeTh MOOOOHEINA TOBOPOT COOBITHIH. A OH HEe CMOT. DMHUJIHO MIPOBEJI I'0fl B
OXHUIAHUK 9TOT0 MOMEHTA, IIJITAHUPYS BCe N0 Menodei. Ho Hu pa3y eMy B rOJIOBY He IIPHUIIIIA MBICTIb,
yTO MeraH MOXKeT OBITh C KEM-TO [IPYTHUM.

[TapeHb, KOTOPHIY ONPefe/IeHHO YyBCTBOBAI cebs KakK JoMa, IPUTJIAaCHUII eT0 3aiTH, CKa3aB, 4YTO
MeraH B fy1e.

OMUIMO OTKJIOHWUII IIPUTJIallleHue U yIIel.

MozxkeT, IPOCTO TOPMOHEI pa3erpanuck? Meras NofHANa PYKY K T'yAsIel rojiose. MoxeTr, IMUINO
IIpaB — yPOBEHb caxapa ynan?

— OHa... OHa He OTKpHIBAETCS, — 3aWKasCh, BHIaBUJIa OHA, YCTAaBUBIIKMCH HA 3aKPHITYIO ABEPh TU(TAa.

Meras ycnblana, Kak OH I'py0o BEIPyTaICS U YOapuI JIafoHbI0 0 NTaHeI! yIpaBieHus nudrom. B
3aMKHYTOM IIOMEIIeHUH ero IIeTOoT IPO3ByYall 0UeHb I'POMKO:

— Hy u KaKoro yepra TH He CKa3aJjla, 4To y Tebs KiaycTpodobus?

— Ay MeHs ee ¥ HeT! — 3aIpoTecToBaa OHa.

— Torpa uTo ¢ TOOOM?

W BHOBB CJI0Ba BHUIETENIM U30 PTa ObICTpee, yeM MeraH cMOTJjia OJyMaTh Hafl HUMHU:

— TIpoCTO s yOUBUIIACh, YTO ThI KMBEIIb B IOMOOHOM MecTe. [lyMasa, Thl XKUBEIIb B KAaKOM-HUOY b
IpeBHEeM MaB30Jiee, 00CTaBIeHHOM aHTHYHLIMHU BEI[aMH, — YMEHBIIEHHON KO TBOEH 3ar0pOJHOM
PE3UIEHIINH.

OMUINO KUBHYI: YTO K, He0e30CHOBAaTEIbHOE MPe/IoIoxkeHue. M TOIbKO OH BBEITPSIMUIICS BO BECh
pocT, Kak aBepu nudTa 6e33ByUHO pacmaxHynauck. Ho MeraH gaxe He 3aMeTHIa 3TOro. Ee rimasa
OBLIM TPUKOBAHHBI K BEICOKOM MoJTdyanuBoii purype. OH ToKe CMOTpPeJ Ha Hee.

[Tay3a s1BHO 3aTAruBasacs.

OHa HamoMHuIa cede: ee IPOCTO MPUTIACUIK Ha 3aBTpak. OHA He chenaeT 6OJIblIe TIyIOoCTeH,
IIPOCTO BHITIBET KOe U yHmer.

— Tl He BRIT/ISITENIA YOUBJIEHHOM, THI BHITIISIAENIA CKOPee TOJIONHOM, 4To H... — OH cHesan mayay,
nopOupas ClI0Ba U, K CMSITEHHI0 MeraH, paccMaTpuBasi ee TyOHI.

— Ox, Hy X0OpoIIIo! — B3[OXHYJIa OHA, OTKWMHYB Ha3ajl BOJIOCH. — JIagHO, MOXKEeT, TH ¥ IpaB. MHe
MEeUCTBUTEIBLHO HE ITOMEIaio OBl T0EeCTh.

OMUNKO YIBIOHYIICS:
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— 4 Bcerpga mpas.

I'maBa 7

Meras nocienoBasia ObII0 3a IMUINO B allapTaMeHTH, HO OCTaHOBHUJIACH, BHOBb 3aCOMHEBABIIIKCE.
Ona He Moria u30aBUTHCS OT OIIYIIEHHUS, YTO, IEPECTYIIUB ITOPOT, IOAMHUINETCS Ha HEYTO OOoJbllIee,
YeM IPOCTO 3aBTPAK.

Yro, ecnu IMUIIMO 3allJIaHUPOBAJI HEMHOTO OO0JIBINE, YeM IIPOCTO Kode U MUpoxkHoe? Y Hee He OBIIO0
COMHEHUY: OH BOCIIPUHUMAaET CEKC TaK e JIETKO ¥ HeCephe3HO, KakK U MOLeIyH.

OTKyna eMy 3HaTh, 4YTO Y Hee OPYroe OTHOIIEHNE KO BCeMy?
— M&I BCe ellle MOXKeM IIOUTH B PECTOpPaH, €CJIX XO4elllb.

Bnpoqu, IIPUCYTCTBUE KOT0-T00 elre He BXOOUJIO B IJIaHEl DMUINO0, KOTHa OH IIpencTaBIIdail cebe ee
OnecTsiue pacTpelnaBirecd BOJIOCH, Pa3METaBIINEeCd Ha IIOOYIIKE...

— Bowutbes, 4To mosiBNeHue Ha My0OIuKe ¢ OeBYIIKOM 0e3 MTacTUYeCcKOoM orepaluy 10 YBeIUYeHNI0
T'PYIOHU IIJI0X0 CKaXKeTCS Ha TBOEH pelyTaluuu? — IOoAelia OHA er0 U, OYCTHUB Tla3a, mobaBumna: — 5
KaK-TO HE TaK BBITJISIKY?

Barnsam SMmunuo CKOJIB3HYIJI C €€ JIhIla HUuXe... Cpa3y CTaJIO 3HAYUTEJILHO CIIOZKHEE COEP2XKHUBATE CBOU
XKeJlaHu4.

OHa cTofi/1a HEMOBUAKHO. Er0 TeMHbIE T'/la3a Me[IJIeHHO U Jep3K0 U3ydalld KaXKAbli CAaHTUMETD ee
TeJia C TOJIOBEI IO HOT.

HaxkoHell MU0 CTIIOTHY U BEITPSIMHUJICS, TIHITASICh BEIPBATHCS U3 3allaflHA 3TOT'0 CEKCYalbHOTO
3peJInIIa.

Kasarmnocy, BpeMs HHUCKOJIBKO He 0Cabuo CUILl TeX YyBCTB U 3MOLINH, KOTOPEIE€ OH HUCIIEITEIBAJI Ba
ropa Ha3an. OH xoTenn MeraH Torfga, X0Teq U cenyac...

— Xouets, 4TOOH! S CKa3ajl: Thl KpacuBasi?
— Koneuno Hert!
— Bpsig nu s 6yqy mepBEIM MyKYKUHOM, KOTOPHIM TeOe 9TO CKaXKer.

OMUNIKMO HUKOTHA He cuuTal cebs coOCTBeHHUKOM. M y Hero He OblJI0 JBOMHBIX CTaHAAPTOB, ECITU
TIeJI0 Kacasoch 11000 MOJIOLOM IeBYIIKY, KOTOPas IHITajlach BEISICHUTL €0 MHEHUE 0 CBOeH
cekcyanbHOCTH. OKa3anoch, YTO TAKOU MIPAMOU ogxop paboTaeT 110 OTHOILIEHHUIO KO BCEM IeBYIIKaM,
KpoMe Meras.

— Hy ma, Most KpacoTa co3gaeT IpoOKK Ha foporax — OOBIYHOE [IeJI0, — XOXOTHYJa OHa. — MTaK,
TI0YeMY THI KUBEIIb 371€Ch, €CITU ¥ Te€0ST eCTh Leblil gBope? U 3To MecTo, Kyfa Th 00RIYHO
IPUBOMUIIL?.. — MeraH BAPYT MOHSA, YTO COONTHYIA JIUIIHEe, ¥ TYT Ke 3aJIUIach PYMSHIIEM.

— [IpuBOXKy... KOTO? — IOMBLITEIBAJICS OH.

— Huxkoro, — TyT Xe CMyTHJIaCh OHA.

He ckpriBasi 4yBCTB 32 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

Ee 60pMOTaHI/Ie BEI3BAJIO Y IOMUINO YJ'IBI6Ky, KOTOpPasA HEMHOT'O CMATYHNIIA €TI0 HalIPpsSA2KEeHHO€ JIMIIO.

— Paccmabnest, 3T0 He M0O0BHOE THE3IHIIIKO. [IpOCTO BpeMEHHO MHE HETfie XKUTh — B MOEM JIOMe
ceryac peMoHT. [ToaToMy 6€JHOMY XOJIOCTSKY IIPUXOAUTCS TIOKA XKUTh 3[ECE.

— O, s BUXKY, THI IPOCTO BJIQYUIIb XKaJIKOE CYIIeCTBOBaHUE B 3TOM Oeprore, — Cha3BUJIa MeraH.

«Beprmora» Oblyla Moxoxka Ha pail [js J1I000r0 X0JIOCTSAKA: IIeHTXayC IO0f CAMOM KPHIIIel ¢ BLICOKMMU
TIOTOJIKAMU, KapTUHAMHU COBPEMEHHBIX XyIOKHUKOB Ha CTEHAX, BCEe OTHEIaHO KOXKel ¥ CBEPKaIUUM
XpoMoM. M ecTecTBEHHO, 9Ta KBapTUpa BooOIlle HUYEro He TOBOPHUIa O CBOEM BiIafielIblie.

— Hpasurcsa?

— VBepeHa, Takas KBapTUpa — MeuTa J1II000T0 MaIb4YUIIIKU, — ChsI3BUIA MeraH.
OMUINO JIEHUBO YIHIOHYIICS:

— JlaBHO MeHS He Ha3bIBaJld MaJbYHUIIKOM.

HacmemnuBas yneiOka MeraH yraciia, KOria UX B3Il CHOBA BCTPETUIIUCH.
OMunmo OBITT IPOCTO XOMSTYeH PeKIaMOM MYKeCTBeHHOCTH U HeoOy3maHHOM CeKCYalbHOCTH...
[Touemy oHa BooO1Ie myMaeT 00 3ToM?!

Brezamnuo MeraH oxBaTuia IIaHUKaA.

— 4 He 3HAI0, YTO BOOOIIE 3Mech fenao!

Ero pyka MSrko nermia Ha ee IJie4o.

— Her, ToI 3HaeIb, Meras...

3aBOpOXKEeHHasd ero TEMHBIMU I'Jla3aMU, OHa HEPBHO CTJIOTHYJIA.

— Trl mpeanoxua MHe T03aBTpaKaTh, — TUXO MPOU3HECTIa OHa.

— Tak OHO U eCTb.

OHa 00ner4yeHHO B3[JOXHYyJa. XOPOILIo, UYTO OH He IMPEIOI0KUI OPYTUX MPUUYUH — MeHee SCHBIX U
MeHee HeBUHHHIX. PyKa MSTKO HaflaBUjIa Ha ee IJIe40, 3aCTaBIIss IPUCECTh B OOHO U3 KOXKAHBIX
Kpeces. MeraH IOIbITanach COMPOTHUBIIATHCS.

— Paccnabxncsl...

OH pa3Bsi3aj y3esl Ha IIeJIKOBOM rajICTyKe U cOPOCHII MUMXKaK. 3aTeM ILTIOXHYJICS Ha [IKBaH,
pa3MuHast MBIIIIIH [IeU, KaK OYATO MBITasiCh 0CTa0UTh He BUAUMOE T1a3y Hanpsixkenue. Crens 3a
HUM M3-TIOf] ONYIIEHHEIX PECHUL], MeraH yBuaesa, Kak HaTSHYIUChH LIBH Ha ero py0alke, KOrfa OH
HaIPAT MBILIITHL.

OTa cHepxXKuBaeMasl MOILb, 3Ta 3aropesias Koxa B BOpoTe pyOamiku... MHTepecHO, Bce eTo Tejo
IIOKPHITO TAKUM 30JI0TUCTHIM 3arapom?

OHa TyT Xe IpencTaBuia, KaK ee PYyKH U3y4aioT ero Tejo. [TogyIneyky mablleB Hadyaao IOKaJIbBaTh,
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d BHHU3Y XKHMBOTa PA3JIXJICA XKap. KapTI/IHKa B I'OJIOBE OKa3aJlaCb HAaCTOJIBKO peaHI/ICTH‘{HOfI, 4TO e
IIPUIIIIOCE HAIIOMHHUTDH cebe: 9TO TOBKO TIOXOTIUBOE B006pa}KeHI/Ie.

MeraH IIpHUIiljia B Y2KaC OT CBOET0 IIOCTEITHOT O moboneTcTBa. OHA B3OOXHYJIA U IIOIIBITAJIaCh
COCPenoTOYUTHCA Ha TOM, YTO OH T'OBOPHUII.

— HWTak, KakoB BEPOUKT?

MeraH HCIIyranacChb, 9TO SMUJINO0, BO3MOKHO, IIPpOYHUTAJI €e MEICJI, B KOTOPBEIX OHaA 6€CCTBI,'[[H0
pa3meBalia €ero...

— BepauKkT? — OCTOPOKHO IEPECIIPOCUTIA OHA, TPSIXHYB T'OJIOBOM.
— Hy, kBaptupa. Kak ona tebe?

EnBa ckpriBasi cBoe ob6yerdyenue, MeraH TyT XkKe Iepekioyuaach Ha 601ee 6€30IacCHYIO TEMY
BHYTPEHHETO YOpaHCTBa KBapPTHUPHL.

— O! Bce cmenano co BKycoM, — 3asBUJIa OHa, ocMaTpuBasich. Ho BMeCTO KBapTUPEHL OHA BUfIETIa
TOJIBKO Tesio IMuinuo 6e3 pybammku. — [IpaBaa, MHE He 0OYeHb HPABUTCS MUHUMAJIU3M, [la ¥ BCS 3Ta
HOBasd TeXHHKa... — IIPU3Hajach OHA.

— A KaK HacuyeT MYXKYMHBE, KOTOPHIA yMEET TOTOBUTh?

— T5l yMeeIb TOTOBUTH?!

Ee HenpUKpHITOE U3yMJIEHUE BHI3BAIO ¥ OMUINO B3PHIB CMeXa.

— CeropHs Thl OyZmellb Cyobeld ¥ caMa peLInilb, YMelo UM HeT, — IOAMUTHYJI OH U 3aKaTaJl pyKaBa
py0Oarmky, o60HaXKUB CUTIbHEIE PYKH, CJIeTKA TOKPHITEIE BOJIOCAMU.

OMunro 4yBCTBOBa cebs Ha KyxHe Kak phifa B Bofie. MeraH cMoTpesia, Kak OH B36uBa siflla B

MNCKe.

WHTEpecHO, YyBCTBYET JIU OH Ce0s Tak ke CBOOOMHO B IPYTUX KOMHATaX CBOEe# 0OJIbIIOH KBAPTUPHI?
BbIs T1 OH TaKuM K€ JIOBKUM U CIIOCOOHBIM, K IIPUMEDY, B CllajIbHE?

B KOTOpRI pa3 MOTpsiCeHHass CBOMMHU ITOCTBIOHBIMU MBICISIMU, MeraH OIyCTHa rjla3a U 3afalach
BOIIPOCOM: «YTO CO MHOM IIPOUCXOAUT?»

— Twt He 00s13aH menaTh Bce 3T0. Ilomonaet IIPoCTO KO(i)e C IMMPO2KHBIM MJIK YTO-TO momo6Hoe.

— 4 3Hato, 4TO He 00513aH. [IpoCTO MHe X04YeTCs 3TO cheaTh. A Kode ¢ MUPOXKHEM? — OH
IIPE3PUTENIbHO XMBIKHYIJI. — Hafeocs, 3T0 He TBOe NIpefiCTaBlIeH!e 0 HOPMaJIbHOM 3aBTPakKe.

— Y MeHsT 0OBIYHO HEMHOTO BpEMEHHU Ha eny.
— Hapmo HaxoOouTh BpeMs OJIsd BaXKHBIX B 2KU3HHU Bemeﬁ.

— Panpine 1 yacTo ena B OMHOM MaJIeHbKOM PECTOPaHYMKe HeJalekKo OT MOey KBapTHUPEHL, HO C TeX
II0p, Kax yexasn [Ixour... — MeraH B3[oxXHyJIa.

Ku3Hb ee cTalla CIIOKOWHee, HO U HaMHOT'0 CKy4dHee C TeX II0PD, KaK COoCe[] 10 KBAPTHUPE, OH XKeE
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JYYIIUHA OPYT, peLIu mopaboTaTs B OOHOM 6J1ar0TBOPUTEIBHON OpraHU3alUy HA IPYTOM
KOHTUHEHTE.

OHa Torfa cKas3ajia, KakK CU/IbHO BOCXMIIIAETCS eT0 pelleHreM OpOCUTh PaboTy U yexaTh B CTPAHY
TPeThero Mupa. [KoIir coobIus el 06 3TOM C Cepbe3HBIM BUIOM. A 3aTeM pacciabuics U HoCTall
YeK Ha KPYTJIEHBKYI0 CYMMY, IIpeJHa3HaYaloIIUuiNCs eMy KaK IJTaBHOMY Bpayy...

MeraH NoOANpLITHYJIa OT TPOXOTA.

— W3BUHH, S IPOCTO YPOHUIT CKOBOPOAKY, — CKa3ajl IMHUJIHO, IIONHUMAast KyXOHHYI0 YTBAph C MONla U
yOupas ee B IIOCyJOMOEYHYI0 MalIUHY.

B ero rmasax nmpoMenbKHyJa KaKasi-TO TBepaas peIrMocTb. EMy xoTenoch, 4To6bt MeraH He
ynei0anachk Tak 3arafoyHo, BCIIOMUHAsA O CBOeM OLIBIIEM IapHe. A elle 60jbille IMUTNO XKeall,
yTOOBI OHA BOOOIIe 3a0blIa, KTO 3TOT JxKom!

Meran Habmiofana, Kak SPOCTHO IMUIKNO0 B30uBaeT siitla. OH BHITJISANEN pa3focafioBaHHEIM. Y 3T0 u3-
3a ymnasuIei ckoBoponku? KTo 3HaeT... MoxKeT, OH ObIJT 3Be3[I0M U Ha KyXHe, He MPOIIaloIei
IIPOMaxoB?

Coycts mon4yaca MeraH OTKHHY/IaCh B CBOEM Kpeciie ¥ B3LOXHYJIa, IPUKPHIB I'/1a3a OT YOOBOILCTBUS:

— Jla, THI yMeelb roTOBUTh. O4eHb BKYCHO!

— 9T0 OBIJI BCETO JUIIb OMJIET. — IMUJIKAO TI0XKAJI IIJIledaMy U Hanui e Kode. — IToCMOTPUM, YTO THI
CKaxKelb, KOTfa nonpolyeb MO acTy ¢ 6ensiMu rpubaMu. Hy 1 KOHEYHO Ke YCTPHUILL B MOEM
VICTIOJIHEHUU TOXKeE He pa3 MoJlydany XBaneOHbIe OT3bIBHI.

Vnribka mpomnasa ¢ nuiia Meras.
— YBepeHa, Tak u OBINIO...
9TOT KOMMEHTapPUH IOCIYyKUAJI CBOEBPEMEHHBIM CUTHAJIOM: ITopa Obl el MPOOyaUTHCS.

OMMIIMO HaBEPHSIKA 3aCTABIISET BCEX XKEHIIUH, KOTOPHIX OH MPUTJIAIIAeT K cebe, YyBCTBOBATH Ce0s
0COOEHHBIMHU. MOKET, TOTOBKa OblJla TPOBEPEHHOM YacCThi0 ero crnocoba co0ma3HeHUs?

<<Bnp0qu, IOMUINO U HYXKHO OMMcTaTh CBOUMHU KyJIITMHAPHBIMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMH, YTOOR 3aTallluTh
XKEeHIOVHY B KPOBATH», — C TOCKOU IIpK3HaJia OHa.

OH HaxMypHJICS, YBUAEB €€ BhIpakeHUe JIUIa:

— YTo He Taxk?

MeraH oTpHULIATEeNIbHO TOKaYaJjla ToI0BOM, n30erasi CMOTPETh eMy B Ijla3a:

— Hwuuero.

— He Bpu MHe, MeraH, u cefe Toxe.

— YTo TH UMeEeIIh B BUMY? — BCIHIXHYyNa OHa. — Cracu6o 3a 3aBTpaK, IMUIINO, HO f...

— [ToueMy-TO y MeHs Takoe ollyieHue, 6yaATo Tede CTHIHO 3a TO, UTO THI IOea.
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«MHe CTHIIHO TI0 IPYTOMY TIOBOY: S1 HE MOTY CMOTPETh Ha Te0s1, He MPEACTaBsis TBOe 00HaKEHHOe
TeJ0», — IopyMasa Meras.

— Koneuno HeT! Efa He Tak BaxkHa OJII MEeHS.

— Jlns MHOTHX efla MeMCTBUTEILHO He BaXKHa, — CKa3aJjl OH, IIOMIaBIIMCh Bepen. — Ho Tk He
BXOOUIIb B UX YUCIIO. [IpUHSTHE MUIIHA — 3TO IJI0TCKOE YOOBOJIBCTBHE. M THI cliOCOOHA IOIy4YaTh OT
eIbl YIOBOJIbCTBHE, IIOTOMY YTO SIBJISIEIITLCST YYBCTBEHHOM HATYypoH. Tak 3aueM JuIIaTh cebs 3TOTo,
JIUIIL OBl COOTBETCTBOBATH KAaKOMY-TO CTAaHAAPTY? 3aueM O0POThCS C TeM, KaKas Tl €CTh?

— I[lonuMaelib, eCnu g GYI[y €CTh TO, UTO MHE MENCTBUTEILHO HPaBHUTCA, TO...

— Bouibcs pacToCTeTh? — MOUIYTHI IMUJIUO U TYT Ke co00pa3usl, YTO 3a/ie/l HEIIPUSITHYIO AJIs
MeraH TeMy.

Pa3BepHYB CBOW CTYJI, OH ITOIOABUHYJI €T0 Mo0IMKe K Hel U Ccell.
— OueHb CMEITHO, — TIpolieAuna Meral CKBO3b 3yOHI.

[MTomo6GHEI KOMMEHTApUi MOT CHOEeJIaTh TOIBKO YeI0BEeK, Y KOTOPOT0 HUKOTHA He GBI Ipo6iieM ¢
nunrHEM BecoM. OHa Gpocuiia B3rIsf Ha ero ¢urypy. Unu y Imunuo Obila XKejne3Has BOJIS, UK
XOpOoIIHii 00MeH BeIleCTB, KOTOPOMY MOXKHO TOJIBKO IT03aBUA0BATh. Y DMUINO HET HU rpaMMa KHUpa.
Xymoe, HO KpaCUBOE TEJI0, TBEPLIE, KaK KaMeHb, MBIIIIIEL. ..

MeraH MOCIEIIHO 0TBeJIA IJla3a.

IOMUINO YJ'ILI6HYJ'IC5{, IIpOCJIeAuB B3rjIAO0OM 3d T€M, KdaK OHa OTKHHYJId Ha3ag CBOU Onecrsuue
BOJIOCHI, O6paMJ'I${IOH.II/Ie MUJIIo€e JIN4YUKO.

Korga oH nmocnemHui pa3 CCOPHUIICS C KeM-HuOymb? Korma OTKPBEITO HE COTJIAIIaCs C YbHM-TO
MHeHueM?

U He TonbKO 110 paboTe. [Jaxke XKEHIIHHE B €70 XXU3HKM BCeTa TIaTeIbHO MOJ0Upay CJIoBa, 00sCh,
YTO €My YTO-TO MOXKET He MOHPaBUThLCS. VIM maXke HUKOTHA B TOJIOBY He MMPUXOOUIIO, YTO OH MOXKET
OLICHHUTDH BBI30B, MHEHHE, OT/IMYAIOIIeeCs OT €ro COOCTBEHHOTO.

— Tl BHITTISOUIND HEMHOTO... 3aBSAIIEeH. — OMUINO B3TJISHYJI Ha ee PO30BhIe I'YOBl U CTTIOTHYII. —
Kak copBaHHas po3a.

OTo cTpaHHOE 3aMeyaHue 3aCTaBu/I0 MeraH BHUMATEIbHO IOCMOTPETh HA HETO.
— Poza? — moBTOpHIIA OHA.

— ITa, po3a, KOTOPYIO HY2KHO XOPOIIIEHLKO MTOJINTh, @ B TBOEM ClTy4ae — HaKOPMUTH 3aBTPAKOM, —
KWBHYJI OH.

— Trl mpoCTO ITOMeEIIIaH Ha efie! — moxkKaoBajach OHa.
— YesnioBeKk MOXKeT OBITH TIOMEIIAH TOJILKO Ha TOM, Yer0 OH JIUIIEeH, — yO0eXKAeHHO IIPOU3HEeC IMUINO.
MeraH nogHsAa rojaoBy:

— YTo THI MMeellb B BUAY? MeHs HU4Yero He JIUIIaiu!
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— Pap aT0 cnwimaTte. Ho He CIUIIIKOM I YaCTO ThI HpOTeCTyeH.II:?

—4d IIPOCTO IIPOABIIAI0O HEMHOI'O CAMOKOHTPOJIA B BOIIPOCaX, KaCAalOIIUXCsA €bl, — II02KaJlda OHa
Ijie4aMu.

CaMOKOHTpOITb...

Barnsag Omunuo ynan Ha ee ry0bl. OHU OBUIH CTleTKa IPUOTKPHITH. OH BCIIOMHHUT HOTKY KJTyOHUKHY B
ee Onecke s ry6. [Tocne ero nonenys ot 61ecka Ha ry6ax He ocTanoch u ciefa. Ho ouu u 6e3 Hero
OBLIIM HEXKHO-PO30BOT0 OTTEHKA, OYeHb COYHEIE. X MATKOCTH CJIOBHO IIPUTJIAlllaa K Iouenyw... Kak
JKe OH COTIPOTHUBIISINICS UX 30BY, OIJIYIINTEILHO 3BydallleMy B eT0 I'0JIOBe, U XKeJIaHUI0, KOTOpOoe
OyKBaJIbHO KpOMCAJIO ero Ha JacTu!

OMUJIKO MIOAHSI T1a3a, U UX B3TJIAOL CHOBA BCTPETUIIUCS.
— Ila, CaMOKOHTPOJIb UHOT'IA IPUBETCTBYETC.
«Kak, Hampumep, B a3ponopTy».

rpeXOBHbIe MBICJIA ¥ BOJIHA YYBCTB, BEISBAHHAA c00/1a3HUTEILHEIM HU3KUM T'0JI0COM IMUIMo,
HaAKDPELIJIIKX BCE €€ TEJI0O — OT MAKYIIKN JO KOHYHKOB IIaJIbIIEB Ha HOr'aX.

MeraH BEIJEP2KaAJIa ero CJIOBHO 3aTYMaHeHHbIﬁ B3IrJidMd, IIBEITAACh BEIDOBHATE OBIXaHHUE. Bonna YYBCTB
IIpOIilia, HO B rOopJjie CJIOBHO KOM 3aCTPsII.

— d... — Meran He Mora OCBO60JII/ITBCFI OT TMIIHOTHYECKOI'0 B3TJIsgga OMHUJINO0, K TOJI0C COBCEM
IIOKUHYII €€. Ee Fyﬁbl IIPpOOOJIZKaAJIn ABUTAThCA, HO OLIJT CHIBIIIIEH TOJILKO eBa YJIOBI/IMBIfI IIIEeIIOT.

— IlomyMmait, MOXKeT, MHOTIa HY2KHO ITPOCTO HE KOHTPOJIUPOBATh Ce6sI? — TUXO CIIPOCHUII OH.

MeraH 31un1ach Ha OMUINO0 — 3a TO, YTO OH UTPAET B 3TH UTPH, ¥ Ha ceOs — 3a TO, YTO IMOHaBajach
Ha MMPOBOKAIIHIO.

— 4 He 3HAaw... { He... — Pyka Meras B3MeTHy1ach K ropiay. OHa OT4asgHHO IIBITANach BOOXHYTE.

— Xouelb CKa3aTh, YTO BCETHA CIEePKUBAEIILCSI U HUKOTa He faelllb cefe Bomu? HekoTophie
MY2KYUHBI COYIHN OBl 3TO yTBEPKAEHNE 3a BHI30B.

— Kone4Ho, ecTh MOMEHTEHI, KOTHa 5 ejialo, YTO X04Y, HO TOJIBKO C JTIFOOBMU, KOTOPHIM JOBEPSIIO.

— Tot gymaetrs, st 661 06MaHyT TeOS? — OMUINO TPYCTHO B3TOXHYT IIPo cebsi: «OHa Oblyia IIpaBa».

Ot xXuBOTHOTO 0JIeCcKa B ero TEMHBIX I'JIa3ax 10 ciuHe MeraH mofexkaiu MypallKy.

— YeCTHO, 1 He TOPI0 XKeJlaHueM IIPOBEPSITh.

— Trl caMasi XuTpasi BPYHUIIKA U3 BCEX KEHIIHUH, KOTOPLIX MHE JOBOIUIIOCH BCTPEYATh.

— Ila, 51 0OYeHb XOPOIIO YMel0 JIraTh! — BhINTauIa OHa.

OTO BHI3BAJIO Y IMUINO B3PHIB CMeXa, 04EHb CEKCyalbHOT0, 1 MeraH Harpagusia ero 3jI6IM B3IJISIIOM.

— A gTo y TeOs1 Ha ry0ax? — CIIPOCUIT IMUIIHO.
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Besi BecenocTh TyT UCIIApUIach, OH BCKOYWIT U TIOMOIIEN K Hel. MeraH oTpearupoBasa Ha ero
TPOTSHYTYI0 PYKY, KaK Ha aTakymwoIlyo 3Mel0. Ee cepaiie 3a6unock ¢ 6emeHoi CKOPOCThIO, ¥ OHA
YBEpHYJIACh OT €r0 IPUKOCHOBEHHUS.

OH KpaCHOpPEYUBO IPUIIOAHST OOHY 6POBb, B HEJOYMEHUU OT MOoJ00HOM peakiuu. YyBCTBYs ce0s
rinyno, Meras oTBena B3I,

— A 4T0 TaM? — cmpocuia MeraH, HOTPOHYBIIXCH 10 YTOJIKa CcBoux I'y0. [1asmerr ObIT HCIIaYKaH YeM-
TO KpacHeIM. — O, HM4ero crpamtoro. — OHa JocTaja IIJIaTOK U3 KapMaHa.

Ero TemHBIe 6pOBM 00pa30BaIy MPSIMYI0 TMHUIO, OTYETO JIUI0 ITPUOOPesio Heomo6PUTEIbHOE
BEIpaJKeHUe.

— A 110 MHe, TaK BHITTISIOUT KakK KPOBE.
MeraH 3akKaTuia riasa.

— IloyeMy HUCTIAHIIH TaK APaMaTUYHO PearupyloT Ha BCSAKYI0 epYHAY? — CIPOCHUTIa OHA, LIOKHYB
SI3BIYKOM, ¥ J00aBuja: — ITO MUKPOCKOMUYECKOE TSTHHIIIKO KPOBU. §1 MPOCTO IPUKYCHIIa LIEKY,
€CJIM XOYelllb 3HaTh.

Ero TemMHEIE T'/Ta3a COCPEIOTOYUINCH Ha Ty6ax MeraH. OTOT U3y4alolUnii IPUCTaIbHbINA B3N
CBOJIUJI €€ C yMa.

— I'nynas Gblna umest, — CKasayl IMUIKO 3aOyMUYUBO, B3SJI U3 €€ PYK IIJIAaTOK U MPUABUHYJICS ONHKe.
CnumkoM 0/I13KO.

VX pyKu COPUKOCHYIUCH NTpeXK[e, ueM MeraH ycliesla YBepHYTbCS. Mypaliku mobexaiu 1o ee
Koxe. OHa B3[JOXHYJIa ¥ [I0YYyBCTBOBAJIa 3allaxX ero Teja: TAKOU TeIlJIBId MYCKYCHBIM, My KCKOU —
BIIEPEMELIKY C apDOMaTOM AYIIUCTOrO MELTIA. ..

[TeiTasick 60POTHCS C HApacTAIOUIUM XKapoM, MeraH YIIOPHO CTapajach He CMOTPETh B T'Jla3a IMUIIKO.
OmycTHB B3TJIAM, OHA 3aMeTHJIa He TOMhKO TEMHYIO IIeTUHY, HO ejBa 3aMEeTHHINM Oebll IIpaM Ha ero
CKyJIe.

— Ila g BooOI11e Tynasi, — XPHUIUIO IpoIeNTana OHa, ofyMaB: «Jla HeT, S IPOCTO He B CBOEM yMe».
OTa [morajika HACKOJIEUKO He 006Jeryuia HapacTaiouero YyBCTBEHHOT0 BO30YXKIeHUS.

[TpukycuB HUXKHIOW I'y0y, MeraH HepBHO CTJIOTHYIA:

— Ho THI 04eHb xopomuii nosap!

— MoxeT, x04ellb ellle 4ero-Hu0yan?

MeraH oTpuLiaTENbHO II0Ka4asa roJ0BoMu.

— Ecmu OB 51 €718 YTO X04y ¥ KOTf{la X0uy, 51 Obl mpubaBuiia MsTh KUIOTPAMMOB, — MIPHU3HAACh OHa
yecTHO. — [IpuyeM Gonblrast 4aCTh 3TOTO Beca yIiia Okl B Tpyab U Gempa.

— Tak B yem mpobema?

Meran TYT XK€ 3aKuliejla OT 'HEBa. OHa c cuo# cxkarsa KyIIaKH — TakK, 9YTO KOCTAIIKHA mobemnenu.

He ckpriBasi 4yBCTB 38 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

— ITa, My>KYHHBEI YaCTEHBKO OIIEHMBAIOT XKEHIIUHY U ee MOpPajIbHbEIe YCTOU 110 pa3Mepy O0iocta! — ¢
mocagnoy 6pocuiia MeraH.

I'maBa 8

XOTs IPOIIIIO fiBa rofma, MeraH IOMHHUJIa BCe MeJlb4aniiyie COORITHS TOTO OHs. B mamsTu
COXPAHHUJIACH BCE er0 CJIOBA [0 eNWHOT0, ¥ KaXkKOoe U3 HUX IPHUHECIIO i CTOIbLKO 00IH 1 00uIb!!
BpeMst He MPUTYIUIO YYBCTBA, OHO JIMIIL YCUIIAIIO OIIYIEeHNe VHUXKEHHUS.

Ecnu 661 OMUITHO He TIOSIBUIICS B TOT MOMEHT, MeraH u caMa OBl CMOTJIa CITPABUTBLCS C 9TON
cutyauuei. Ee OpaT Hay4uus ee mapoyke AefCTBEHHEIX TPHEMOB, KOTOPHIE IOIXKHA 3HATH 00ast
neBymka. UHIMIeHT OB OOIEKHYII B €e TaMATH, U cefidac, MOXKeT, OHa cMorJjia Obl jlaXe C yIsI0KOM
BCIIOMUHATH 0 HeM. Ho TOT ciy4aii He 3a0blics, a pacIBesl BCEMU KpacKaMy B ee MaMsTH, BEI3LIBAS Y
Hee TOIIHOTY...

OMHIIMO He IIPOIIeN MEUMO, OH IOMAJIeTeNI K IBepIle MAIlWHH U HEePHYT ee C TAKOM CHUIIOH, YTO YyTh He
OTOpBAI.

MeraH ucnbiTana yxac, Korga yBugesa ero BrpaXeHue nulla. Begb OMunuo Bcerga Obil
CUMIIATAYHLIM HCIIAHCKUM OPYTOM ee OpaTa, C BOJIHYIOIIUM IIPOLUIIEIM ¥ 04apOBaTEIbHEIM aKIIeHTOM.
OOGasiTenbHBIN TapeHb C U3BICKAHHEIMKA MaHepaMH.

Ho Torma ero 3aropesnoe apucTOKpaTU4HOE JIUIIO IIePEeKOCUIa rpuMaca Kakoro-To IIePBOOLITHOTO
THeBa. TeMHbIe I'1a3a ropely SPOCThIO.

Ha nbsHBIE HECBSI3HEIE IIPOTECTHI CO CTOPOHEI €€ «yXaxKepa» OMUINO OTBETHUIT YTO-TO KOPOTKO II0-
NCIIaHCKH, BEIKUHYII TOTO U3 MAIlIWHBI ¥ IIOTAIMUIT KyOa-TO 3a JE€PEBBA.

MeraH Tak HUKOTfa ¥ He y3Halla, YTO IPOMCXOANIIO B Te MSATh MUHYT, II0Ka MyK4uH He O0nin0. Ho
KOT[ja OHa BHOBb BCTPETHJIa CBOET0 NpeIofiaBaTelisl B YHUBEPCUTETE, C €ro JIUIa TyT Ke UCIapUioCh
IIPUCYIIlee eMy BEHICOKOMEPHOE BhIpaxeHue. OH pe3K0 pa3BepHYJICS u OyKBaNlbHO yOexKas, IyTasich B
CBOEHM MaHTHH.

Korpma 9Munuo BepHyJICS K MallliHe, OHa y2Ke BriOpanmachk u3 Hee. CiaBa 60Ty, OT €ro
HEeCIepKUBaeMou SIPOCTH He 0CTaoch u ciema. OH OBUT CIIOKOEH, faXkKe XOJI0feH.

Ona co6pana BCIO CBOIO CMEJIOCTh 1 OCTOPO2KHO ITOCMOTPEJIa Ha HETO. OMUINO BCE ellle BBITISOen
KaK HE3HAKOMEII:

— Tw1 BooOIIIe x0Tesa, 4TOOR TeOs crmaciu?

9TOT BOIIPOC ITOCTABKUI MeraH B TYNKK. YBUIEB Ipe3peHne Ha ero juie, Merad I0o4yBCTBOBAsIa
oImycTolIeHue. MaJjio TOTo 4TO MyK4KMHa, B KOTOPOT'O OHA C eTCTBAa Oblyla TaHO BII0GIeHa, CTall
CBHU[IETEJIEM 3TOM OMEP3UTENIbHOU CIIEHEI, OH ellle U AyMasi, 6yaTo oHa XKejana...

Ot cThima MeraH X0TeJI0Ch IIPOBAIUTHCS CKBO3b 3eMiTi0. OHa IMOMBITAach, 3aUKasiCh, YOEOIUTh ero:
— [la... HeT... 3TO IPOCTO... TH XKe He JyMaelllb, 4To ... KOHeUHO, ...
— ToI ipocTO UAMOTKA!

He B cocTostHuu 0oJbiie CPaxXKaTheCA C €ro OCyXKIOeHueM, MeraH nmokavaja I'oJIOBOM U 3alljlaKana.
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Ecnu OB TOMBEKO 3€MIIs Pa3Bep3JiaChb U IIOTJIOTHIIA ee! Ho 3eMnsa He pa3Bep3iiaCh, 1 MeraH IIPHUIIIIOCH
CTOSATHh TaM, B TO BPEMS KadK SMUINO C SIBHBIM OMep3eHrneM u3ydall ee C TOJIOBEI IO HOT, OGYTBIX B
CallO2KKH Ha BBICOKHX Ka6nyKax.

— XoueIs CKa3aTh, THl HUYETO He X0Tena? A BOT TBOSI BHEIITHOCTh TOBOPUT 00 o6paTHOM. Tom
HATSHYT Ha TBOEM rpyau Tak, OyoTo Tebs U3 Befipa OKATUIIH, @ JKUHCHI?..

BocrmomuHaHue OBITI0O HACTONBKO SIPKUM, YTO MeraH HEBOIbHO MOIIPABKIIa BOPOTHUK OTy3KM. 3aKPHIB
r71a3a, OHA BCIIOMHUIIA €T0 IIPe3PUTEeNbHbIM B3I, [1a, B TOT IeHb Ha Hel OBl Y3KUN YepPHBIHM TOII C
V-00pa3HbIM BeIpe30M. YepHHIH, IOTOMY UTO €i Ka3ajloCh — OH ee CTPOMHUT. U elrle Ha MeraH ObITH
TEeMHBIE y3KHe OKUHCH U3BECTHOM MapKH, MOMieJIb, KOTOPYIO HOCHUJIU BCe ee OPYy3bs. 1 HUKTO U3 HUX
He 0OBUHSIII ee B BLI3HIBAIOIIIEM BHEIITHEM BHUIE.

— Kaxkoii peakiiuu THl 0OXKugasa?

YcnbimaB Bompoc, MeraH momnbITanack ChOKyCHPOBaTh BHUMAaHUE He Ha MPEe3PUTENIbHOM B3TJISAE, a
Ha ero CjIeTKa MOfePruBaoLIecs meKe.

OMunuo 3allyCTHUII OJIMHHEBIE ITAJIbIBI B CBOM TEMHEIE T'YCTBI€ BOJIOCEL 1 TPDOMKO BEIDYTAJICA II0-
HNCIIaHCKH.

— CecCTb B MallIUHY C NbSHBIM ITaPHEM...
MeraH mokpacHesna:
— OH He mapeHsb, OH BOOOIIE-TO MO MTPeIoaaBaTelb.

— W 4TO0, pyKOBOJICTBO YHUBEPCUTETA OI0OPSIET CBUAAHUS MEXKIY IIPEIofaBaTe MU U UX
CTyoeHTaMu?

— 910 OBITIO HE CBUIAHNE, U OH HUYET0 He fenal...

— 4 mpekpacHo Bupen, 4To oH fenan! U ecnu Tebe HykKeH OBUT HU K 4eMY He 00SI3BIBAIOIINI CEKC,
cnenoBao OBl yUeCTh: ITbSHbIe MYKYHHEL He 0C00eHHO 3a60TATCs 0 6e30macHOCTH!

9TO0 MpeAnoaokKeHne MOBEPrio MeraH B yX&Kac.

— OH =He...

— Xouyellb CKa3aTh, 3TOT THUII HE OBLI IBIH?

— Her, 4...

Ee xXankoe jeneranue, Ka3auocsk, eile 00JIbIe Pa303/IUII0 ero.

— Tr1 ToXe ntunna? — CollypeHHbIE I'JTa3a BHUMATEIbHO U3y4aJlld ee JIULO.

W uMeHHO B TOT MOMEHT BEI30B, KOTOpBIfI en 6pOCI/IJ'II/I, U IIPHUIIeII el Ha moMoib. Kak motoMm
0Ka3aJIoCh, C OIIO30aHHEM.

YnepeB pyku B 60ka, MeraH B3mepHy/a mogooponok, 0T6POCHB Ha3ajl BOIOCH.

— A maxe ecyu OBl ¥ XOTeJ1a BHIITUTE, YTO C TOT0? — C BEI30BOM OpOCHia OHA. — JTO He 3ampeleHo
3aKOHOM. MHe yXke UCIOTHUIIOCh BOCEMHAaAaTh!
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— [leso He B CJIEOBAaHUU 3aKOHY, @ B CAMOyBaKeHUH!

Meras 60J1bIlle He MOTJIa IIPOCTO CTOSITh TaM U 6€3POTIOTHO BHIC/TYIINBATh HECIIPABEIJIMBhIE
ocKopOieHus B cBOM afpec. OHa nofaBula PhILaHUs U 3aKpuyarna:

— 970 Oblyia He bsiHAs oprusi! Bcero HeCKOIBKO MOUX OPY3el, 00bYHas YHUBEPCUTETCKAs
BeYepHHKa... B mo0oM ciiydae 3TO He TBOe fieso. Tsl MHe He oTel!

Kak nokazanock MeraH, 3MUIno IIOYEeMY-TO BOCIIPHUHSAII €€ CJI0OBa KadK IIPU3HAHNE BUHEI.

— WrTak, 3Hauut, TH nuna. — OH 3aKpEUI I1a3a, OTKUHYJI TOJIOBY Ha3af U IIy00KO B3[OXHYT. 3aTeM
HEBOJILHO BHOBb Ilepelles Ha CBOM POJHOM S3bIK, 3aKOHYWB JINHHYI0 TUPAAY S3BUTENIbHBIM
BOIIPOCOM II0-aHTTIUUCKU: — Hy u?..

— 41 Beimuma 60Kan BuHa, — nmpo6opMoTana MeraH, mpepriBasi MOBUCILYIO TUIIMHY. — $1 cKasasa, 4yTo
BO3bMY TaKCH, HO OH IIPENIOXKHUI...

— U Kak momKkeH pearupoBaTh MyKYHMHA Ha TBOM BUA? ITO XKe IIPOCTO MpUriamenue... — OCTaTok
(bpa3sl BHOBB ITOCTIEOBATI Ha UCIIAHCKOM, HO B 9TOT pa3 MeraH pelIuTeIbHO IPOU3HECIa:

— f cka3ana eMy «HeET»!

— Bumgumo, HemOCTaTOYHO I'POMKO. DTOT TUII 3asIBUJI MHE...

— Yr0?.. — Meran 3aMepia.

— OH 3asBuJI, 4TO THI MPOCTO XKaxaana CeKca.

MeraH Cc TPyZIOM OTTOJIKHYJIA OT Ce0sT 9T BOCIIOMUHAHUS U IIOCTapajiach COCPEIOTOYUTLCS Ha
HACTOSIIEM.

— ¢ mpenmoyuTai0 He BHTIISAETh 03a00YEeHHON CeKCOM HeBulleli! — BhIANMIIA OHA.

3aMeTUB B €r0 rja3axX BCIHIIIKY BOCIIOMUHAaHMS, MeraH TyT XKe IoxKaJjejla 0 CKa3aHHOM.

— TbI TOBOPHIIIL O TOM HOYM, KOTHA 9TOT KaJIKUM HEylayHUK IIpPUCTaBanl K Tebe?

Tak BOT Kak IMUIINO Bce ce0e mpencTaBiser!

— Trl uMeelTs B BUAY TOTO 6€33alIUTHOTO IIapHS, KOTOPHIH ITaJl XKepTBOM Moero cobna3HeHus1? —
SI3BUTEIIBHO Opocuia OHa.

Ero nuio ucka3unock. Meran Moria Obl IPUHSATH 9Ty I'PUMacy 3a cMmyiieHue. Ho Bens nepeq He
9Munuo Pruoc, KOTOpEIM HUKOTIa HE 3HAJl HEJIOBKOCTH!

OH pa3gocamoBaHHO B3OXHYIL:
— 41 OBITT OYEHB 30J1 TOM HOYBIO.

«H He oTBeUan 3a CBOU IIOCTYIIKH, — IIOOyMaJll OH. — Bce Brixomable. C TOTO MOMEHTA, KaK THI BOII/IA
B KOMHATY 3a OJ€Hb OO0 3THUX coObITHH. THI ITaXJjia, KakK JIETO, U’ cobra3Hsa OJHHUM CBOHUM 00JTHKOM».

— $1 6BI HM 3a YTO He [0Tafaaach, — paccMesyiach MeraH Hafl eT0 MpU3HAHWEM, OaBIIUMCS eMy C
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TAKUM TPYIOM.

Iaxe ceityac, Korga IMUIKO BCIIOMUHA, KaK IIOTEPSI KOHTPOIb Haj co00M, OH 3/TUIICS Ha cebs.
Huxkorpa emle oH He GBI TaK GIM30K K MOJTHOM MOTEPEe camoo0iafianusi. B TOT IeHb KpacHas mejleHa
THEBa 3aBOJIOKJIA €T'0 PasyM...

— Curtyanus Obina... B 0611em, s He CMOT CIIPaBUTHLCS C CUTYaluel.
Ecnu 910 OBITIO U3BMHEHKWEM, TO BeCbMa HEeBHSTHEIM.

— KoneuHo, TH ny4Inuil Apyr Moero 6paTa, HO 3TO HUKaK He fienaeT Te6st OMI0CTUTENIEM MOel 4eCTH,
— ycMexHynack Meral. — M yX TH TOYHO He UMeJ HUKaKOTO IIpaBa OCYKOaTh MeHs!

— 4 He ocyxpan Teb6s, Meran! f nuiIb MHITAICT 3AUUTHUTE...

— Tl 3acTaBuI MeHS IIOUYBCTBOBATh CE0ST HUUTOXKECTBOM.

OHa yBU[IeJla, KaK B €ro rjaa3ax IpoMebKHYyIa 00Jb, ¥ OTBEsIa B3TJIS.

— 4 coBceM He XOTeJ 3TOro.

— JlagHo, He BaxKHO. ITO OBIJIO TABHO.

— He Tak yX u gaBHO, 4 9TO ONpefeIeHHO BaXHO.

— Crnymay, jaBail 3aKpoeM 3Ty TeMy. Kak g cKa3aja, MHOTO BpEMeHH IIPOIIIO C TeX MOp.
— Mou pericTBUS OBLIH... HEIPUEMIEMBIMU, — II0Ka4asl OH TOJIOBOM.

Korpga ToT nmpernomaBaTesb IOMBITANICS TPOMSIMIIMTE YTO-TO B CBOIO 3aIlIUTY U faXKe CKa3all, 4To
MeraH gK00H He IPOTUB, IMUJINO UyTh HE 3aIyIINUII 3TOTO YPOAa.

EMy HUKOI'Ia HEe IIPUXOOUJIO B T'OJIOBY: Oorblast 4aCcTh €ro THeBa IIpUIIaCh U Ha Meran Toxe. Ho
KOT[ia OMUIIHUO YBUIEIlI €€ — HECYAaCTHYIO, CO CJIe3aMU Ha I''ta3aX, CO CIIYTaHHBIMHA BOJIOCAMHU U
FYGBMI/I, OIIYXIIMMHU OT 9Y2ZKUX IIOLIEJIyeB, BECb TOT CGKCY&HLHHI:I rojiofg, ApoCTh U pa304YapoBaHue,
KOTOPEIE€ OH COEP2KUBAJI BCIO HENEJIIO, CIOBHO B30PBAJINCE.

— U ele Koe-4To0... — HayaJj OH. — { mymato, Meras, 4TO THI...
Ona nogHsIa PyKy:

— He yTpyxpatics. 4 3Hato, 4TO TE 000 MHe JyMaelllb. B TOT pa3 TH BIIOJIHE SICHO BCE [iaJl IOHATS,
OyKBaJIbHO Ha3bIBasg MEHS «MaJIeHbKOM JIOMUTOM».

— He Hecu epyHpny! 1 He Ha3wBa Tebs Tak! — VX B3rnsAObl BCTPETUIIUCH, X OH B3[POTHYI,
npu3HaBas: — Hy mafiHoO, MOXKeT, 1 ¥ Tpou3Bes Iogo0Hoe BlieYaT/ieHue, HO TOJIBKO ITOTOMY, 4TO...

— [ToToMy 4TO THI YYBCTBOBAJI OTBPAIlleHKEe IIPYU BUE MOEro Hapsifa IMOTacKyIKU. Tak BOT — BCe
OBLIO He TaK. ITo 00BIYHAS ofeXaa OJId...

— IIKWHCH, O4eHb Y3KKe, ¥ 00TSITUBAIOIIAY YePHBINA TOI, KOTOPHIHM IIOCTOSTHHO CITafial C TBOMX IIJIeY,
TaK YTO BUAHHI OBISIU JITMKHM PO30BOTO OIOCTTalbTepa. — OMUIIAO BOCITPOM3BEI KaPTUHKY U3 MaMSITH.
Ero B3risiy ymaa Ha ee PoT, ¥ OH IPOHOJIKUII IePeYrCIIsiTh: — TBOS IOMafa, ToXe po30oBast, Oblia
pa3mazana 1mo rybam. — OH HepPBHO CTJIOTHYJI, CAesal may3y ¥ 3aTeM paBHOAYLIHO mo6aBum: — M3
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KOTOPGHIX ITJIa KPOBB.

[Toka oH He BH[IEI KPOBb, DMHUIINO OepKajcs 6oee uiu MeHee HOpMaibHO. JIagHO, He «HOPMAJIbHO»,
HO BCE JXKe OH KOHTPOJIMPOBAJI CBOM IIPUMHUTHBHEIE HHCTUHKTHEL. HO 9TO MajleHbKOE MSATHHIIIKO KPOBH
IIOJIeICTBOBAJIO Ha HETO KaK KpacHas TPSIKa Ha ObIKa.

MeraH OTKpHIJIa POT OT YAUBIIEHHUS:
— THI BCce ellle TOMHHUIIE?

Iaxe OHa He IIOMHHUJIA, KQKOT'0 I[BeTa y Hee Oblla IoMaja B TOT Beuep. Bugumo, ee BHEUTHUN BUL
OBLT HACTOJIBKO Y2KaCeH, pa3 CTOJIb KPEIIKO OTIIedaTasiCs B TaMATH YeJIoBeKa C TaKuM 6e3yIIpedHbIM
BKYCOM, KaK OMUJIKO.

«Boo61e-To B HeM Bce 6e3ynpeyHo», — myMana MeraH.
OHa TOMBITATach COMPOTUBIISATLCS BOJTHE BOKIEIEHMS, KOTOPas B OYepeOHOM pa3 HaKphIIa ee.

«39T0 6e3yMue, — myMasa OHa, 00/IM3bIBasi KOHUMKOM SI3bIKa Iepecoxiue ryosl. — Hamo Bce-Taku
coemnaTth BEIOOD».

Ho To, 4TO MeraH uyBcTBOBaja K OMUIK0, ObIJI0 KaK pa3 efUHCTBEHHOM! Belllbl0 Ha CBeTe, KoTopas
HUKOMY He JaBasa BrIOOpa.

Ona o00xasa, KaK OH BEITJIAOUT, KaK OBUTAeTCs, JII00MIIa ero rojoc 1 3amax.
JI1000BE...

910 Tak HeyecTHO! Kakoii y Hee IaHC? IMUINO TaK Oe3ympeyeH, YTO Jaxke TKaHb ero OJeXKIbl He
OCMeNuBanach MATHCH. ..

I[ToHsB, YTO Iay3a 3aTsSHY/Iach, MeraH IOMBITAaIaCh BEPHYTh CBOM MBIC/IM B PEaIbHOCTh U
HeIpyXKemoOHO TOCMOTpesa Ha Hero:

— ¥V tebs dororpadpuueckas mamsTh?

«HeyxXenu 3TOT HEJIOBKUY MOMEHT HUKOTTla He KOHUYUTCS?»

— Hert, HO HEKOTOpPEIE BEIIH TPYOHO 3a0HITh.

— Heyxenu s Tak I10X0 BRITIsSAeNa? — MeraH npukKycumia ryoy.
OH 3amoprain OT yOuBJIEHU:

— IInoxo?!

Bech Myp BOKPYT BUfen B MeraH yOUBUTENIBHO KPAaCHBYIO KEHIIUHY. «A YTO, UHTEPECHO, OHa caMa
BUOUT, KOTIa CMOTPUT B 3€pKajio?» — MOoAyMall IMUTIM0 MPayHoO.

Pa3Be TOT ee MmapeHb, CIUIIKOM 3aHSATHIE CaMOI000BaHKEM, He ITOKa3asl ell, HACKOJIbKO OHa
cHorcimuOaTenbHa? MHeHre IMUIo 00 3TOM 4eJloBeKe HUKOrAa He ObI0 0000 BEICOKMM, TEIEPh
JKe OHO yTIajo [0 HYyJIs.

«A 4TO [I0 ee ceMbd, — 37TI00HO TOgyMaa OMUIN0, — OHU 3a BCE OTBETST!»
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Ha mpoTsKeHuu HeCKOJIbKUX JIET BO BPeMsI CBOUX BH3UTOB B MMEHKMEe APMCTPOHTa DMHUIHO OBII
BBIHY2KI€H HAalIOMUHATh cebe: 3TO He ero meno! M Bce-Taku, KOT{Ia OH BUEIT ITOIBITKY CTapIIe
cecTpsl Ounurma He TO YTOOHI MOIYYUTh ITOXBATYy UIU 0J0OPEHNE CEMbH, a XOTSI OBl OBITH IIPOCTO
3aMEYeHHOM, TO 3aKUIAJl OT BO3MYIIEHHUS.

Be3pe3ynbTaTHbLIE TOMBITKY, YET0 YK TOBOPUTL! ADMCTPOHTH OBLIN CeMbel, COCTOSIIEN 13
STOMCTUYHBIX JIIOflel. 3mech KaX bl OB CIIMIIIKOM 3aHSAT CBOEN COOCTBEHHOM XKU3HBIO, YUTOOHI
IIPOSIBIIATh MHTEPEC K KoMy OBl TO HU Ob1JI0, 0CO6eHHO K HOBOMY, HE YBEPEHHOMY B ce0e YieHy UX
CEMbH.

— W He Hapgo Tak opaTh! — 3aBomuna MeraH.

KpukHyna — u 3aCThljIa B IOTPSICEHUU. Y Hee He ObIJIO IIPUBBIYKY MOBHIIIATD rojioc. [1o KpaHeln
Mepe, ellle 4ac Ha3aj OHa B 9TO BEpHUIIa.

Y Omunuo OBITI0 TaKOe YAUBIEHHOE BhIpaXkKeHue JIMIa, YTO CTaJIo IIOHSTHO: OH OIIpefieIeHHO He
IPUBLIK, KOTIA Ha HEro Kpuyar.

OH 6e33ByYHO BHIPYTasics, 00KUTAIOMIKIA BT YIIall Ha ee JIUILIO.

MeraH, HaKJIOHUB T'0JIOBY Ha0OK, HabIofana, Kak 3aropejbie pyKu OMUINO B3bePOIIUIA TEMHYIO
IIeBEJIIOPY.

— A s u He opy! — BO3pas3uil 0H, C XMYPhIM BHIOM paccMaTprBas ee MOKPaCHEeBIIIee JIUIO.

[Toyemy oHa compoTuBisieTcs? [loueMy He MOXKET IPOCTO PACCIabUTLCS U AATh CIYIUTHCS TOMY,
YeMy CyKIEeHO CITyYUTHCS?

OMUNIKMO pa304yapoBaHHO CTUCHYI 3y0Orl. Kak OyATO IPUYMHON 3TOMY OB TOT (aKT, YTO UMEHHO OH
crac Torga MeraH U3 HEIPUATHOY CUTYyalUH.

I'maBa 9

Meran 6ecmoMoIITHO 3aMoprajia 0T HapacTalollell BpaXkneOHOCTH B rojioce DMUINO, KOTAa OH 3afal
BOIIPOC:

— Hymaersb, s 6511 bsiH? — Ero rja3a rHEBHO 3aTOPEJIHCH.

— 4 HuUKoOrmOa...

— Tebe BooOIIIE OUEHB ITOBE3JI0, UTO 5 OKa3ascs TaM! Ho T CIMIIIKOM yTIpsiMa U He JKejaelllb
pu3HaBaTh OUYeBUAHOE. M Tak XKe riymna, Kak u Toraa!

Meras B3gepHya mogooponok. OHa COUTypuiia Ifla3a, B KOTOPEIX HapacTall THEB, U, TIOTHSB T'OJIOBY,
TIOCMOTPeJIa IIPSIMO Ha HETo:

— A THI BCe TaKOU K€ BEHICOKOMEPHBIN ¥ 3aHOCYUBHIN!
OMUNKO pa3gpakeHHO QBHIPKHYIL.

— U kcratu, yTOOH! TH 3HAjIa, — IPOM3HEC OH, — BCS 3Ta TBOSI UCTOPHUS IIPO T'aIKOTO YTEHKA yKaCHO
CKy4YHa.
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AnrTapHble rna3a MeraH 3aropeiuch OTHEM SPOCTH.
— Ox, IpoCTUTe, Ballle BeJINYECTBO, YTO 3aCTaBUjIa BaCc CKy4daTh!

Ecnu Obl 0Ha OBINIa OIMHHOHOTOM, XyIOOM, KaK Iajika, KpacoTKOM C CUIMKOHOBOU IPY/bIO0, €1 OBl
IIPOCTHUJIOCH BCE, B TOM YHCJIE M OTCYTCTBUE MO3TOB.

OMunmo T'POMKO XMBIKHYJI B OTBET Ha €€ CapPKa3M.

— KoneuHo, ecnu O MeHS IIpeNyIIPenuIz, YTO HyKHO OyfeT pa3BiekaTh Tebs, s Obl IIOATOTOBUIACH
— Hafena KJIOYHCKWH HOC, HAalIPUMED, — 3asiBula MeraH, KOCHYBIIIMCh MTaJIblIeM CBOET'0 MaJIeHbKOTO
HIeaIbHOTO HOCHKA.

OMUIIMO PACCMESIIICS U HEBOJIBHO 3a/1I000Basics 6e3yIpeyHOCThI0 U3BICKAHHEIX YepT ee nuia. [1o
BCEM KaHOHAM KJITaCCHYECKOM KPaCOThI OHO OBIJI0 UCIIOPYEHO JIUIIb OHUM: CIMIIKOM ITYXJIBIMU
ry6amu. Ho, 1o MHEHHI0 DMUINO, KOTOPHIN HE MOT HATH B ce6e CHUJIBI 0TOPBATh B3TJISA[ OT €€
TIOJIHBIX CTPACTHHIX I'y0, Bce B MeraH ObLIO UeabHO.

Ero mocnegHue Cuikl YXOOHUJIA Ha TO, YTOOHI HE COPBATHLCA. Kak YOEPXKATECA U HE CXBATUTH MeraH B
0XaIlKy, He IIOKPEITE €€ POT HOHGHYHMI/I?

OH Ts1KeJ0 3afbIai, HO3IPYU Pa3LyIuch.
— He roBopu epyHOy, — IpOBOpYAa OH.

N3-3a ero HpeH86pe}KI/ITeHLHOTO IoBemeHus B MeraH Bce OoJibIe HApaCTalo 9YyYyBCTBO I'HEBa U
BO3MYILIEHHAI.

— Ilon «GPYHI[Ofl» THI IIOOPA3yM€EBA€EIb mo0kIe BEICKA3bIBaHUSA, KOTOPEIE TeOe He HpaBﬂTCH?

«KOHEeYHO, OH He4aCTO CTaJIKUBAJICS C MOOOOHKEIM», — Mpa4yHo 3aMeTuna Meras. [Tpo6iema
3aKJI04ajachk B TOM, UTO JIIOOSM OBITIO ITPOIIe EPEIILITh OKeaH, YeM CIIOPUTH ¢ IMununo. HuKTo He
XOTeJI CCOPUTHCSA C IMUNUO PMOCOM, U Telleph OHa IIOHKAMAJIa IOYEMY.

He T0 uTOOHI Yy HEeTOo Onla penyTanus IIJI0X0ro MmapHga, KOTOPOro MOXKHO cnyqaﬁHo BEIBECTH U3 Cce0sl.
W BrITTISIOEN OH YOUBUTEJIIBHO IIPUTATATEJIBHO, 0COOEHHO B THeBe, €CJIH BaM BOO6H.I€ HPaBATCA TaKue
MpPa4HEBI€, OIIaCHBIE 1 BEYHO HEJOBOJIbHbIE MY2KYHWHEI.

Kak oka3asnoch, it UMEHHO TaKue U HpaBATCs!

MeraH yBHOEIIa, KakK COJTHEYHHIN JIY4 yIIaJl Ha ero JIAIo. IOMMINO0 Heyero 60SThCs SAPKOTo CB€Ta — B
HeM He ObII0 abCOII0THO HUKAKUX HEeOOCTATKOB U U3BAHOB.

OH OBl UAeaneH.

MeraH cocpenoTouyunach Ha ero apucTokpaTudeckom nune. OHa Bocxulllanach KIaCCU4eCKUMU, Kak
y OPEBHETPEYECKOM CKYIIBITYPHl, TUHUSIMHU €T0 JIUIA U BOJIEBHIM ITOAO0OPOKOM, YKe ClierkKa
IIOKPHITHIM TEMHOMU IIEeTUHOU.

Ha cekyH[Oy oHa 3afyMarnach: KaKOBO ObLJIO GBI OIIYTUTh IPUKOCHOBEHUE €0 IEKU?
OT OOHOTO BUfa 3TOT0 MYyKYUHE ¥ MeraH mepexBaThIBallO JbIXaHuUe.

— Twl genaents Hag co00 OTPOMHBIE YCUIIUS, JTUIIHL OBl HarpyOUTh MHE, moporasi. MHTepecHO
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moyeMy? — IPOTSIHYIT DMUJIKO.
— Huxkakux ycunuii, noBepb MHe. Y He Ha3plBall MEHS «goporas»! — oTpes3asa OHa.
9To BHe3aIHoe MpOosIBIeHNe HEKHOCTU 3aCTaBuiI0 MeraH I04yBCTBOBaThL ce0s1 HEYIOTHO.

A MOXKeT, B ero CJIoBaxX ¥ ObIT CMBICNT? I'le Ta AUIIIOMAaTUYHOCTh, KOTOPOKM OHA TaK IIpexe
cnaBunack? [Touemy oHa cebs Tak Bena?

BuesanHo o6pa3 Omuino, HabpackBaoIerocs Ha Hee 00HaXKEHHYI0, BCIBIXHYJ B CO3HAHUU MeraH.
OpoTtuyeckas GaHTasus OblyIa HACTOIBKO PeaTUCTUYHA, YTO OHa GYKBAIbHO MOYYBCTBOBAsa BEC U
JKap ero Tena.

MeraH nombITanach OTOrHATEL OT celst 9Ty HAaBA34YHUBYIO UOEI0. U3 IIepecoxmiero ropja BeIpBaJiCAa
XpHIi, u SMUIINO HEeOOYMEHHO ITOCMOTPEI Ha Hee.

— Mos paboTa 3a4acTyio IIOApa3yMeBaeT ObITh BEXKIMBOM C MYKUYMHAMU, KOTOPHIM HAf0 BPEMS OT
BPEMeHHU IOBOPHUTH, KaKue OHU BeNIMKOJIenHbie. Tak BeIUT MHEe MO oTtell. Ho ceidac y MeHs
Hepaboyee BpeMsi, — CbsI3BUIa MeraH. Brpouem, ee oTel Mor GbI HE COTJIACUTLCS C TIOCIIEIHUM
yTBepxkaeHueM. Ho ¢ mpyro# CTOPOHEI, OHa He ciejlaja HU4ero Takoro, YTO MOTJI0 OBl TPUBECTHU K
CKaHpany. — B HacTosilliee BpeMst MHe BOBCe He 00s13aTeIbHO BeCTH ce0s BEXKIIMBO.

JInmio OMunKo mobIegHeso OT 37I0CTH, ¥ OH BRITPSIMHUJICS BO BECH POCT.
— ¢1 He TBO# oTell! — 3aphivall OH, pa3THeBAHHEIA CPAaBHEHMEM C YeJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOT'0 OH IPe3upal.

o MeraH [oIII0: OHa OKa3aJlach y2KaCHO HEOCMOTPHUTEIBHOM, CKa3aB 3TO, He TOBOPS yXKe O MOJTHOM
OTCYTCTBUM TPODHECCUOHATIbHOM STUKU. [IpUIeTCs MOUTH Ha OIS THHIN.

— 4 He uMesia B BHUOY OTIia, s TOBOPHIIA BOO6HJ;e O JIIOOAX, HageJIEHHBIX BJIIACTBIO, — COMBYKBO
ImpoJjieneTasna OHa.

OMHUITHO TTPOUTHOPUPOBAJI €€ BO3PAKEHHUS:
— He HYXHO JIbCTUTbH MOEMY CAMOJTIOOHIO ¥ JTACKATh MOM CITyX BCAKOH YEMyXOH.
— THI Tak [e#CTByellb Ha MeHs, — mpobopMoTaa OHa.

KoHeuyHO, OMUNIMO HE MOT YHUTATh €e MBICITH. HO MHOTOa, KOrfla OH CMOTpPEIN Ha Hee, el Ka3aloCh: OH
3HAEeT BCE ee CEeKPETHI.

— 4 BoBce He x0Tell... — ['0JI0C ero AporHyJs, Korga OH yBUAell, Kak MeraH Hayasa cierka
IIOKYCHIBaTh HUKHIOW T'y0y.

3aTsAHyBIIEeeCcs MOJTYaHue IPeBPaTUIIOCh B ipaMaThUecKylo may3y. HepBrl Meran Oblin Ha IIpefierie,
OHa He MorJa 60JbIIe KOaTk.

— He xoten gyero?..

Ee romoc BeipBas OMUIMO U3 CKa30YHOM CTPAHBI 9POTUYECKUX MEICTIel. OH 4acTo 3aMoprai u
IIOCMOTpEJI B r7la3a MeraH, Bce ellle IPeNCTaBisis, KakK ee ryObl BIIyCKAlOT BHYTPh €0 S3HIK...

— 1 He xote... — OH CHOBa cpenal rnay3y, TAXKeJI0 Oblla.
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Heyxenu oH IOTepPsNT HUTh pa3roBopa? K ero HeBepoOSTHOMY YOUBIIEHHUIO, TaK OHO U OBLJIO. ITO Ha
HEr0 COBCEM He IT0X0Ke. OMUIMO MOT CHIEeTh Ha KAKOM-HUOYObh BaKHOM COBEILAHWH YacaMH, U KOrha
BCe OCTaJIbHBIE 3acefiaBlle OT YCTAlIOCTH yKe He MOHMMAJIY, O YeM pPedb, OH He yIyCKall HA OOHOU
nertanu. Ho ceiiyac oH cMOTpesl Ha IT'yOsl MeraH, ¥ B TOJIOBE €r0 apuiI Xaoc.

Haxkoner 9Munmo coOpascs:

— IIpocTo TBOSI HEYBEPEHHOCTH B cebe pasgpaxaeT MeHs. Thl 04eHb KpacuBas XKeHIIMHa. Bepuib
WM HET, B Ty HOYb 51 HEeUCTBUTEJILHO MBITAJICS TOMOYL Tebe, HO HUKaK He OCYOUTh.

— KoneuHo, Tak 0HO u ObIJI0, — 3aMeTHuIa MeraH ¢ uponuen. — ITogoxmou, s KpacuBas KeHIIUHA?

MeraH yYBHOEJIa €T0 HAaCTOPO2KEHHOE BhIPA2KEHHUE JIUId — OH OXKHOAJl €€ PEaKIIUH. U ona IIpUKa3ajia
cebe IIPEKPATUThL BUAETH U CIIBIIIATh TO, YETr0 HET.

— Koneuno. Ho 51 Montuy o TBOeM Hapsifie B TOT Beuep, XOTS ero OBIJI0 JOCTATOYHO, YTOOHL... —
OMunuo B3nOoxHYyI. — XOTs, KOHEYHO, YyYBCTBO BJIAaCTH HaMl MyKYMHAMHU, BOSMOXKHO, OTIbSHSET...

OMUINO MHITaNCS OBITH 6ECITPUCTPACTHEIM, HO OH HE MOT CIIOKOMHO JyMaTh O TOM IIOIOHKE, KOTOPOTO
BBITAIIUII B 3JTOTIOJTYYHYIO HOUb M3 MAIIMHEL. ITOT HETOAsIi cOOMpPAsICS HacIaxkaaThCs
2’KEHCTBEHHOCTBIO ¥ KPacoTou MeraH...

BcnoMHUB cTpax B rjla3ax 3TOI0 TPyca, OMUINO PACIUIBIIICS B YIBIOKE, HU CEKYHIY He coxkKases O
TOM, YTO cOenaj. ITo KpaiiHel Mepe, OH 3HaJl: OMHOMY MeP3aBIly C IATOBIIMBEIMYM PYKaMU MTOKa3allH,
KaK Hafo ce0sI BECTH C XKEHIIUHOH.

MeraH, c6uTas C TOJIKY, 3aTpsiClia TOJIOBOM:
— OnbsiaseT?

— IToMa Te6st HUKTO He 3aMeyvall, BIPo4YeM, KakK U B IIIKOJIe, — CKa3aa DMUIHO0, THITasiCh TOBOPUTH
CIIOKOMHO.

OH BCIIOMHWJI TO PaBHOAYIIXE, KOTOPHIM OblNla OKpyKeHa MeraHn u KOTopoMy OH OvulT cBumeTenb. Ho
BeIb OH HaBepHSKa ellle He BCe BUOET...

— Cmacu60, — HAaKOHEL-TO IO MeraH [OIIO0, Ky[ia OH KJIIOHKUT. Bcerga mpusiTHO, Korma Tebe roBOPST,
YTO THI XKAKUH HEYTAaYHUK. — TO €CTh THl CYUTACIID: Y MEHS ITPOOJIEMEI C CAaMOOIIEHKOH ¥ II03TOMY S
OTKpHLIA 0XOTY Ha Oe[HHIX MapHe! B IMOMCKaX BHUMAaHUSI?

OHa maxke He 3HaJa, YTO MOXKET OBITh XyXKe.
OMUINO0 HETEPIIeIUBO YIILIOHYIICS:

— He nmepeBupait Mmou ciioBa! 3a Tebs HUKOroa He Bejach 6opbOa. Y st meByIIKH, KOTOPYIO TOOaMu
He 3aMeyaly, BOPYr CTaTh LeHTPOM MYKCKOI'0 BHUMaHUA?.. ITO OJeUCTBYeT onbsAHsgowWe. Ho TH He
1epBasi, KOTopasi HAYMHAET IyTaTh CEKC C JII000Bbi0. CEeKC — BCETO JIUIIIL BPEMEHHOE PeIeHre
IPOOIIEMHI.

Koro 9munuo umeet B Buny? Tex geBylleK, C KOTOPEIMU OH IIepecHal C TEX 0P, KaK pa3BajiujiCd ero
Opak? MIMeHHO 3TO U eCThb BpeMeHHOe peleHre mpobnemel? brina mu Po3aHHa eIUHCTBEHHON
JKEHIIIMHOM, KOTOPYIO OH IT0-HACTOSIIEMY JTF00UIT?

I[Tocne ux BCTpeuw B asponopTy MeraH CTajo SICHO — OH ellle He ITepeXuJl UX pPa3pHB.
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— INoTepsB yBaxkeHue K cebe, 04€Hb CJI0KHO BOCCTAHOBUTE €r0, MeraH.

— 9TO TaKOW BEXKJIUBHIM CII0COO CKa3aTh, UTO THl CUUTAEIIL MEHS ITOTACKyX0ou?

— He Hapo npunuceBaTh MHE TO, YeTO 5 He TOBOPUJI, — CKa3all OH pa3gpakeHHo.
MeraH ycTaBuiach Ha HEro:

— U THI IOHSJ BCE 9TO TOJBKO I10 IIBETY MOel nmoMapel! ITopa3uTesnbHo, TH ellle YMHee, 4eM 0 Tebe
pacckas3blBaloT.

OH BBIJABUJI BOCTOPKEHHYIO YIILIOKY:
— Tl He IpefCTaBselb, YTO MOXKEIIb CAeaTh CO MHOM... C JTFOOBIM MYKYKUHOM...

— Cpenath ¢ MyXK4YMHOU? — BhIpaxKeHHe ero TEMHBIX T'/la3 3aCTaBUJIO €€ CepAlle OUTHCS ellle
oricTpee. — fA? [la, ompeneneHHo. — MeraH 1ocrapaach ckasaTh 9TO C UDOHUEHN, TOMHO 3aXJIonasa
PECHHUIIAMU ¥ ITPOBOKAIIMOHHO BHTHYNAaCh. — Tak TAXKeso ObITh TOH, Iepes KOTOPOM HEBO3MOKHO
ycTosaTh! Ol — BCKpUKHYyJa OHa, OTIPSHYB, KOTAa ero pyKu COMKHYJIUCH Ha ee TaJlul, Kak
JKeJIe3HbIH 3aMOK.

— JTa npuBHYKa MPHHUXKATH CBOM NOCTOMHCTBA... Tebe HyKHO OT Hee n30aBIIAThCS.

— A He...

OMUINO MTOKA3aJIoCh, YTO OH YBU[IEJ BCIILIIIKY OOOOPEHHUs B ee I'la3ax. M Bce-TakKu OH pa3zKaj PYKH.
— bonsHO, — coBpasia MeraH.

Ts2Keno mpliila, DMUINO B35 €€ PYKH B CBOHU U CJIETKa CXKaJl, 3dTEM IIePEBEJI B3TJIAO C UX
IIepEIJIETEHHEIX IIAJIBIIEB Ha €€ JIMIIO. Bce BOKDPYVT IIepecCTasio CylieCTBOBATE...

— Tak ke 00JIbHO, KOTTla MyKYHHA X0UeT XKEeHIIMHY HaCTOJILKO CHILHO, YTO HEe MOXKET HU 0 YeM
Oombllle IymMaTh! — MPOXPUIIEN OH, TPy0o MmoATsAruBast MeraH Bce Giuxke K cebe.

Temeps Meran MorJIa CHIBIIATE, KaK ObeTCS ero cepaue. Mmu aTo 6v110 ee coOcTBeHHOe? Ero pyku
BHOBBL O0OBUJIU €€ Tajuio. M0OXKXHO, KOHeUHO, OBII0 ITOITPO0OBAaTE BEIPBATHCS, OHA [IazKe IOIMbITaIach.
[TpaBpa, CyIIecTBOBAIO OMHO HO — IMUIKMO OB CUIbHEE, HAMHOTO CHJIbHEee. BHIPHIBAaThCS U3 €T0
00BSATHH — BCE PABHO YTO BHIPHIBATHCS M3 JKEJIE3HEIX IeTeH.

OHa moTpsiciia TOJI0BOM, IIBITAsICh IIPOrHATh Oe3paccygHble ¢paHTa3uu, ¥ BOPYT 0CO3HAJa, KaK pPe3Ko
IIOBBICUJIACH TEMIIEpaTypa ee Tena. [OpMOHaNbHEIN BCIIECK?

MeraH nomnsiTanach TIOUIyTUTh:

— TBost 3a60Ta 0 MyK4uuHax fmenaeT Tebe yectb. Obermiar xopoio ceOst BeCTH B OyOyIeM U He
TI0JIb30BAThCSI OOIBIIE PO30BOM ITOMAIOM.

— MHe HeT fena 00 MyX4UH! — OMUJINO C YCMEILIKOHU II0AyMaJl O CUJIbHOU I10JIOBUHE YeJI0OBeYeCTBa.
— K Tomy ke, — mo6aBuiI OH CKBO3b 3yOHl, — S BOBCE HE X04Y, UTOOHI THl XOPOIIIO BeJla ceosl.

— IlpaBma? — moporrenTtana Meras.

On IIOCMOTPEN Ha Hee TOPAINUMU I'lIa3aMH.
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— Hy KoHeYHO, — yBepus ee IMUINO HU3KKUM, 6ApXaTHEIM T'OJIOCOM, OT KOTOPOTO OHAa 3afpoxKasa B
IPEeBKYLIEHUH.

Omunuo Puoc xoren, 4ToOH OHa Bena ce0s mnoxo! C HuM...

MeraH IIOBTOPHJIA 3TO ABAZKIOEI — W BCE€ PABHO OTKa3kIBAaJIaCh BEPUTH B 3TO. Ona B006H.Ie 3HaeT, KakK
HY2KHO BECTH ce0s1 ¢ HUM, IIJIOXO BecTu?.. Ee B3rjisAg METHYJICA K ry6aM IMUINO, ¥ BHE3AITHO
OTCYTCTBHE OIIBITA CTAJIO HE3HAUYUTEJIBHBIM II0 CDABHEHHUIO CO CTPACTBIO, KOTOPAs IIOTJIOIIAlila €€
N3HYTPH, U XKeJIaHWEM, PDAa3JINBAaBIIMMCS BHU3Y €€ XKHUBOTa.

OMumro Bcerga OblT eMMHCTBEHHBIM YEJI0BEKOM, Pagy KOTOPOTO OHA OBl IIEPecTyIua Yepe3 CBOU
TIPUHIAIIEL.

U BOT ceryac OH CTOSJI IIepef Hell, He IIpeajiarasd HU4ero npsMo, Ho TOHKO HaMeKasi, eC/Iu OHa BCe
IIPaBUJILHO ITOHMMAJIa. Bce 3Tu 3aByanvpoBaHHBIE BHICKA3bIBAHUS U TOJIONHLIHM 6JIECK B €T0 I'Ta3ax
HaKOHEIl CJIOXKHUJIUCH B OHY KapTUHY. A BOPYT BCe 9TO — JIUIIb YacCTb ee 60IBHOT0 BOOOpaKeHU?

OHa eIllle pa3 MOCMOTPeNIa Ha DMUIN0. blleck B ero ria3ax BHIJSIEN BIOJTHE peanbHEIM. 10 ciuHe
npoOexkaja JpoXKb. B 9TOT MOMEHT OHa IOHsJIa: i 3TO BCe He KaXKeTCS U He CHUTCS.

«4T0 s menaw?»

3ano3pmasble 3alUTHEE UHCTUHKTHL BOAPYT IPOOUTUCEH B 3aTyMaHeHHBIN pa3yMm MeraH. OHa omycTuia
TOJIOBY, U IIEJIKOBEIE IIPSANY BOJIOC CKPBUIX €€ JIUIO.

«Bo3nyx. MHe HYKHO HEMHOT'0O IIPOCTPAHCTBAa. M ellle HYKHO He IIPU3HABATHCSA EMY B CBOEM
kenaHuu. He B3myMaii roBOpUTH, KaK X04elllb ero, MeraH!» — nmpuka3aia oHa cefe.

MeraH emie pa3 IonbITalaCh OCO3HATE 3THU IIOCTBIOHEIE CJIOBA.

Ona o4YyBCTBOBaJa, KakK KalejbKa [10Ta KaTUTCS BHUA3 110 CIIMHE, U MIOHSJIa, YTO He TOJIBKO He
IIBITAETCS OTCTPAHUTHCA OT IMuUIK0. OHa IIpUXKUMaeTCsd K HEMy — BCe Kpenue U Kpemnue! Teso He
CIIyIIaJIoCh ee — y Hero OBbLJIM CBOU TalHBIE XKeJTaHU...

Bce uyBcTBa 060CTPUITUCE, ¥ 9TO TOJIBKO YCIOKHSIJIO CUTyaIwi0. Haxomsick Tak 67IM3K0 K IMUIIHO,
MO2KHO OBIJIO YYBCTBOBATh €r0 3arax, ero 6elneHo Obiolneecs cepille, XKap, UCXOAUBILIKN OT ero Teja.

«BboXe, 3TO MPOCTO HEBEIHOCUMO...»

MeraH Havaja PoXKaTh, Kak OYATO OT TOPSTUKH.

Ou 3ametun? Koneuno ma! Tot pakT, 4TO ee TPSICET B €70 OOBATHUSAX OT CTPACTH, OKOHYATEIIBHO
y6emuT IMUIIMO B TOM, UTO OHA M3BpallleHHas IOTaCKYIIKa.

I'maBa 10

JIrogu, cTosmMe Ha Kparo IPonacTy, B IOCIeTHUN MOMEHT oTCTynawT. OHU He npeiraioT. Ho Kaxpas
KJIeTO4YKa ee Teqla CI0BHO Kpuuana: «[Ipsirau!»

Meran yyBcTBOBasa cebs 6e33aluTHOM.

— Ha camowm fese, Bce He Tak MPOCTO...
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— ITa HeT. Bce oueHb MPOCTO, — BO3PA3UIT DMUIIHO.
B ero rosmoce He OBITIO U CIefila COMHEHHSI.

Xors Imo4YeMy B HEM OOJI2KHO OBITH KAKOE-TO COMHEHUE? Il HEero-To Kak Ppa3 BCe 04Y€HEb IIPOCTO: OH
YyBCTBOBAJI BjiIeUYeHNE€ U COOTBETCTBEHHO pearupoBall. Hepeu HHUM H€ CTOSJIO HUKAKKWX MOPAJIBHBIX
OUJIeMM, HUKAKHX BOIIPOCOB O JOBEPHUHU HUJIK OaXKe CTPaXa, YTO ero cepaue MOoxKeT OBITH pa361/ITO.

— Kro-To 00umen tebs, Merau?
— Hert. B moeit Xu3HU He OBIJI0 HUKAKKUX TPareguii, — 4eTKO IMPOH3Hecsa OHa.
XoTs OTBET ero He yOenus, OH OBICTPO OTBIIEKCS:

— TBost KOXKa TaKasi HeXKHas ¥ IJagKas... — ero B3TJIsg ObIJT IPUKOBAH K ee JIUIY, — a TBOM T'yOHL... 5
BUMEJ UX BO CHE...

MeraH nogHs/Ia IJIa3a ¥ IPOCTOHAa:
— Ho centuac xe He HOUB!

OMUINO OTKUHYJI Ha3a[ TOJI0BY M paccMesyicsi. Ero HU3KUM rOPTAaHHbIM CMeX HEMHOTO CHU3UIT
CeKCyaJIbHOe HalpsiKeHWe, HO IepefblKa Obia Heporoi. CeKyHAy CIyCTSI OH y2Ke BHOBb CMOTPEJT
Ha MeraH. Ero 6enocHekHas ynbpi0Ka HalTOMMHAIa BOJTYUN OCKAJl, a BO B3TJIsIe MOXKHO OBIIO
ITPOYECTh XUITHOE XKemaHue. Kazamock, aTMochepa BOKPYT HUX HAKaIUIach [0 Ipefena...

— Tl U3 Tex AeByIIEeK, KOTOPHIE JIIO0ST, KOTHa CBET BHIKJTIOYEH?

Ona Oblyta U3 TeX [EBYIIEK, KOTOPhIE TI00SIT YUTAaTh KHUTH 3a YallIKoW Kakao. Ho MeraH o4eHb
COMHeBaJach, UYTO OH IIOBEPUT B 3TO.

— XO0T$1 He MOTY He COTJIaCUThCS — TEeMHOTA UMeeT CBOIO IPUBJIEKATEIbHOCTb, — OMUIILAO
IIPOIOJIZKaJT COOJIa3HUTEIPHO MYPJIEIKATh €1 Ha yX0. BoloCKy Ha ee pyKax BCTalu OHIOOM, a KOXKY
HayaJso IIOKa/lbiBaTh 0T BO30yxKneHus. — OHa IOMOraeT OTOPOCUTE BCIO CHEPKAHHOCTD U aeT IOJIeT
BOOOpakeHUIO.

Meras, KOTOpPasdA B I'OJIOBE U TaK OTGPOCI/IHH BCIO COEP2KAaHHOCTB, Ha4aJla MEOJIEHHO 3adbIXaThCA.
Kasarnocs, B ee cnaBieHHbIE XeJlaHUueM JIETKHe BO30yX He IIOCTYyIIaJI COBCEM.

— C Opyroy CTOPOHE, 1 CYUTAl0, YTO 3PUTEIbHBIM CTUMYJI OUYEHb...
C oTuasTHHBEIM BOILZIEM OHAa BHIIEPHYJIA CBOX PYKHU U3 €r0 JafoHeH, 3aXKaja yIIY U 3aKphlia I'ia3a:
— M=l He 00CyXKIaeM TBOU CeKCyaJibHble TPUCTPACTus!

3a 9TOM BHE3aMIHOM BCIBIIIKOYA UCTEPUKHU IIOCTIefoBala HaTAHyTas TUILIMHA. MeraH BCe elle CTosia C
3aKpBITHIMU TJIa3aMU, 0CO3HaBasI, UTO TEMEPh-TO YK TOYHO YIIYCTHUIIa BO3MOKHOCTD ITONACTh B KITy0
«f mepecmnana ¢ OMunuo Pruocom».

— IIpaBunbHO. MH 06Cy2KaeM TBOH.

I'ma3za MeraH MeJIeHHO OTKPBIIHCh. OHa OCTOPOXKHO IIOCMOTPETIa Ha Hero, ¥ BCsS ee 000poHa
MTHOBEHHO PYXHYJIa, KOrAa IOMUMO CEKCyaJIbHOT'0 TOJI0fia OHA YBHea B ero rja3ax HeXKHOCTb U
JIaCKy.
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— 4 X049y 3HATh, 9YTO OOCTABUT Tebe YOOBOJIELCTBHE.

MeraH He moTpe60BaIOCh MHOTO BpeMeHH Ha pa3ayMbsi. Ee Horu ocrabiu, ¥ OHa ITPOU3HECTIA
IpaBAMBOE, HO Oe3paccyaHoe:

— Tw!
Korpa 9Munuo ycneiian ee npu3HaHue, ero ria3a BCIBIXHYIN OTHEM.
MeraH He MMOHKMMaJa HUYEro U3 TOTO IIOTOKA CTPACTHBIX CJIOB HA MCIIAHCKOM, KOTOPHIM 00PYIIHIICS

Ha Hee. OHA TPOCTO BOCTOPKEHHO CIIyIIaiia IMUINO U B IPEABKYIIEHUH TI000BaIach ero
YyBCTBEHHEIMM I'yOaMM, Ha KOTOPHIX 3aCThHI/Ia TOP2KECTBYIOIIAs yIs0Ka YIOBIETBOPEHHUS.

— 41 He 3HAO, YTO TH CceMYac cKas3al, HO...

OH o6opBaJ ee — K CUACThI0, IOTOMY 4TO MeraH He 3Haa, 4To OymeT roBOopuTh ganblre. Kakoe
BOOOIIIE MOXKET OBITh HO ITOCJIE TOTO, KaK THl IIPU3HAJIACh MyKYHWHEe: OH (PAaKTUIECKU OJTUIIETBOPSET
BCE TBOM CEKCyaJibHbIe (haHTA3UuU?

— 4 ckazan, 4To co6upaloch OCTaBUTEL TeOe YIOBOIbCTBHE, — XPHUIIJIO CKA3aJl IMUIIKO.

Ceprnue Meran 3a6unoch Kak GellleHOe, KpOBb CTy4asa B BUCKaX. OHa HU Ha CEeKyH[Y He
COMHEeBaJIaCh, YTO DMHUJIMO BHIITOJHUT CBOE o0OelaHue, ¥ OOJIbIIe He MOTJIa KAaTh — 3TO OBUIO TO,
Yyero oHa xoTeja. To, Yero Bcerfa xaxmana.

«Ho Tebe Hemb3sT UMETh TO, Yero THI BCerya xoTena. Thl MOXKEIIb PAaCCYUTHIBATH JIMIIb Ha KPOIMEYHYIO
YacThb 3TOr0. XBATHUT Jik TeOE?»

Meran nopHsa Moa60POAOK, IEITAsCh HE CIYLIATh MIETIOT COMHEHUI B CBoel rojoBe. HyKHO mONTH
Ha puck. 2Ku3Hb KOPOTKA, ¥ Korga cyab0a JaeT Tebe TaKou IeHHBIN U PeOKUH IIaHC, IPOCTO TIYIIO0
He YXBAaTUTHCS 32 HETO 00euMu pyKamu!

Ia v anbTepHaTHBa Iyraja: BCIO KU3Hb AyMaTh: «A 4TO, €CNu?..»

Ho celiuac MeraHs He xoTefla gfymMaTh 06 3ToM. OHa Xx0Tena IMHUTIKO... XOTesla YyBCTBOBATh €0 Ha
cebe. BuyTpu ceb4...

BniepBrle oHa mo3Bojnuna cebe MOCMOTPEThL Ha MYKUKHY, He CKpEIBas YyBCTB. MeraH OIIyTuIa
OOHOBpPEMEHHO CTpax ¥ cBoOony. Kak Bce CI0XKHO, Kak 3amyTaHHoO... Ho ¢ KakKux 9T0 op 4To-1ub0,
CBSI3aHHOE C OMUINO, OBIIO He3alyTaHHbIM?

— SMI/IHI/IO, g X09y TeOsT Tak CHUIIbHO, YTO HE MOT'Y COEPXKUBATLCA...

Meran yCIibIliajia, KaK OH TPDOMKO ¥ PE3KO B3OOXHYII. Ero gnvHHBIE MaATbIIE Ha4alll CKOIL3UTH 10 €€
IIIeJIKOBUCTHIM BojiocaM. OHa OTKHUHYJIA I'OJIOBY Ha3a[. A 3aTeM riasa ee 3aBOJIOKIIO TyMaHOM
CTpaCTh U XKeJlaHud, KOTrda OH, 3allyCTUB PYKY B €€ BOJIOCHI, IIPUTAHYII MeraH K cebe.

— Tl TaKast KpacuBas! ITo JIHUII0, 3TO TEJIO...

MeraH yBUfea B €ro rila3aXx HeoOy3oaHHbIM T'0JI0]] ¥, HAKOHELl, BIIepPBHIE B XKM3HU IT0YYBCTBOBaIa
nobeHOe YYBCTBO BJIACTH Haf MyK4YrHaMU. IMeHHO 00 9TOM YyBCTBE €H ¥ TOBOPUI DMHUJIKO.

I OBOTBHO MIPHUSITHOE OLIYIIEHHE. ..
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Eit xoTenoch pacckasaTh 00 3TOM OMUIIMO, COOOUIUTH, YTO OHA BIEPBEIE II0YYBCTBOBAJIA 3TO,
IPeNyIPennuTh, YTO OH BOOOIE MTEePBhIM MyKYNUHA, KOTOPHIH. .

Ee rma3a okpyrnunuck. boxe, oHa 06sI3aTeIbHO JOIKHA IPeIyIpenuTh ero! BOpyr ee HEOMBITHOCTD
cTaHeT mpo6iemon? ITycTh nydine DMUTHO Y3HAeT 00 9TOM ceiyac, 4eM IIoToM. Befs, eciiu oH
OTBEPTHET ee II0TOM, 3TO CTAaHET TSIKEJIEUIIUM YIapOM...

— ThI IOMHUIIIB Ty HOYb B MalluHe?

«KoHEYHO, OH TOMHUT, — CKa3asa oHa cebe. — OH CUMTAET, UTO KaK pa3 3TO COOLITHE
CII0COOCTBOBAJIO MOEMY HYXOBHOMY MAfEHUI0».

— ITomHI0, 4TO TOM HOYBIO 51 OBLT TaK OTHU30K... — Iepedus ee IMUITHO.

Beku Meran onycrtunuch. OHa MOTJIa OIIYTUTh €T0 AbIXaHNUe Ha CBOel Koxke, Ha rybax. MEBICIE 0
IPU3HAHUY YCKOJIb3HYJIa — €e MeCTO 3aHsa cTpacTh. [To Teny mobexanu mypairku. OHa
3aBOPOKEHHO CMOTpeJIa Ha MeJIK1e MOPIIUHKYA BOKPYT €ro Ijia3 ¥ 30JI0Thle KOHYMKU TEMHBIX
PeCcHUI]. IMUIKO OBLI CAMBIM IIOTPSICAIOIIMM MYKYUHOM Ha cBeTe. MmeanoM. M oH xoTen ee...

— Taxk 6nmu30K?.. — moBTOpuiIa MeraH, MBITasiCh MPOOPAThCS CKBO3b TYMaH IIJIOTCKUX JKeJTaHWH.
— K tomy, 4TOGRI 3ayIIUTh Mep3aBlia, — CyX0 00BSICHUII OH.
He mocnenoBaTh CBOMM MHCTUHKTAM TOTHA IOTPe00Bao OT OMUINO OTPOMHOM cuikl Bonu. Ho Te

YCUINSI MEPKJIX 110 CPABHEHHUIO C HEIHEITHUMH, KOTla OH IIBITAJICS yepXkKaThCs U He 00HATL MeraH,
4YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTE €€.

bnepgHas, oHa CcTOsa TaM, OPO0ZKa, U BEITJIAOEIA TaKou xpyHKoﬁ u y'f{3BI/IMOI7I, 49TO eMy XOTEJIOCh
3alUTUTL ee. Ho IOMKUMO 3TOT0 UHCTUHKTA B HEM IIPOCHIIIAINCE U OPYTHE...

MeraH mbITanach He pacCIljyiakaTbCsl, a OH IIBITAJICA COGJ’IIOJI&TB OJUCTaHIIUIO.
OMUIHO He O3B0 cebe Oaxe IMPUKOCHYTHCA K Hel B 3TOT MOMEHT.

EMy HeJb3s 3TOr0 AenaTh. OMUIKNO 3Hall: €eCIY HaYHET ee YCIIOKaNBaTh, OCTAHOBUTLCA YK€ HE
CMOXKeET...

MeraH Bce-Taku cobya3Huma ero. OH MpocTo OBIN MJIEHeH e10! IMUINO0 CTOSIJI TaM U CPaXKkaJiCs Co
CBOMMM MHCTHUHKTaMu. Macia B OTOHb IIOJIMBAJI €r0 CTaTyC Pa3BeJeHHOTr0 MyKUNHEL, KOTOPOMY
OBIBIIIAS XKE€Ha HaKUHYJa METIII0 Ha IIIelO.

B ronose BcOIBIIN OTPHIBKU IIOCJIEJHUX BOCIIOMMHAHHM 0 Haydale KOHIIa...

— 4 monuMalo, — cka3asna Po3aHHa, Korga o6HapyXKuia, YTO OH BbIBE3 CBOM BEIM U3 UX 00IIel
KBAPTHUPHI.

— W uyBcTByels 0651eryeHne? — CIPOCUII IMUIHNO C UCKPEHHUM JII0OOIEITCTBOM.

CaM OH YyBCTBOBAJI OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a TO, YTO ITPOM30IILI0. Bpak OH Bcerga BOCIPUHUMAI KaK
m060¥ Opyroi KOHTPaKT.

Teneps, KOrfa y HETro MOsiBUIaCh BO3MOXKHOCTh OCTAaHOBUTHCS U OTJISTHYThCS Ha3afl, OMUIINO
IIOHKMaJI, YTO TAaKOM B3TJIsIH Ha Opak Obln omnOKoi. bpak — 3T0 He IOr0OBOP.
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BTopas ero ommbKa 3aKiao4yanachk B TOM, YTO OH He YYUTHIBAJI 9MOLMOHANbHEY (hakTop. OH HE
IOITyCKaJ faXkKe BO3MOKHOCTH, YTO Po3aHHA HyKOasach B 4eM-TO O0bIeM, YeM OH ObLJT TOTOB UITH
MOT €U NIPEeIJIOXKUTh.

To, uTO CIIy4HUuJIOCh 3aTeM, OKAa3aJI0OCh HEen30eKHBIM.
Ero IIpeAIoJIozKeHne 3aCTaBUJIO HEBEPHYIO XKEHY IIOYYBCTBOBATH cebst HEJIOBKO.

— He 10 4TOOH MHE HE HPaBHUJIOCh TO, 9TO OBITIO MeXIOy HaMHu. He 310 cTamno l'IpI/I‘-II/IHOfI, Imo4yeMy s
Inepeciiaia C...

IOMUJINO CXKAJINUICS Haf Hew:

— Bce B opsimke. MHe HEMHTEPECHO, KakK Bce OBIJIO Ha caMoM fefie, Po3aHHa, ¥ g He X049y 3HATh €ro
UMEHH.

— KoHeuHO, He X04elllb, — yCMeXHyJlach OHa. — THl HEIIPEMEHHO y3HaJ Obl, KTO OH, eCNX OBl JTI00U
MEeHSI.

— 4 HuUKoOrmOa...

— 41 3Haw, — mpepBasa ero Po3arnHa. — OH Toxe He mo0un MeHs. Ho OH TOBOPHII, YTO TIOOUT.
[ToHuMaenib, MHe HYKHO OBLJIO 9TO YCIIBIIIATh, TYCTh AaKe 3TO 0Ka3asioCh J10XKbI0, — C TPYCTHIO
IpH3Hajla OHa. — He cMOoTpu Ha MeHs Tak, OMunuo. He xaneu MeHs. 1 xKe He mpoury Te0s craTh CO
MHOU. Ho g OTTHYHO OHUMA — y Te0s MosSBATCSA MOTPeOHOCTH... U 51 He Oymy Bo3paxkarthb...

— To ecTh THI MHE pa3pelIaentb 3aHUMATLCSI CEKCOM C IPYTUMHU KEeHITUHAMHU ?
— JTO0 pa3yMHOe pelleHwue.

CrnoBa Po3aHHEI, CKa3aHHBIE C XOJIOTHBIM 6e3pa3anHeM, BHE3AITHO BCILILIIKA B TaMATH IMuUIuo. Ux
6paK OBITI B JIydmieM Ciiy49ae KOMIIDOMKCCOM, a Ha CaMOM JeJjie IIPOCTO PAa3BaAIUBAIICs.

— Bonee pa3ymMHOe, 4eM pa3Bof?
OHa 1mocMoTpesna Ha Hero u nodnenHena:
— ToI cormacuiicst XoTst ObI TOTPOOOBATh...

— 4 cormacumncs, 4To HaM ayulne OBITh APY3bAMH, YeM JIIOO0BHUKAMHU. f COTIIAacUICs, YTO ceMerHas
KU3Hb — He U1 MeHs. f coTylacuics, 4To pa3Bof OyaeT TSXKeJIbIM U HEIIPUSTHBIM.

— TrI BcTpeTui Koro-1o? Koro-To 0Co6eHHOT0? — OCTOPOXKHO IPEe/noaoxkuiIa Po3aHHa.
9To mpe[nonoxeHue mMo3abaBuio ero.

— ¢ He BCTPETHUI HUKOTO, C KeM OBl MHE XOTeJIOCh 3aHAThCS II000Bbi0. Ho maxe ecnu OB TaKoe
IIPOM30IIIO, Y MEHS HEeT XKeJITaHWs CHOBA YBSI3aTh B 0UepeqHOM Opake, — CKa3aJl OH Po3aHHe, CBSITO
Beps B CBOH CJIOBA.

[Tpo1io monroaa, a OH 10 CUX ITOP He BOCIIOJIb30BaJICS BO3MOXKHOCThIO U3MEHUTD OBIBIINEH KeHe 6e3
YyBCTBA BUHBI. ITO 3aCTaBIISIIO 3amyMaThcs. [llecTh MecsIieB — OONTUN CPOK, a OMUINO OBLI
MYKYUHOM CO 300POBBLIM ITOJIOBHIM MHCTHHKTOM. M laxke oTBIeUYeHUe Ha paboTy, MyCTh Haxke
YCIIEIIHYI0, He pelllasio mpolIeMy.
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He sBnsiicst mu TOT GaKT, YTO DMHUIKO BCe ellle paclieHHuBal CeKC BHe Opaka KakK U3MeHY, TPUYNHON
HeXXeJlaHus MpUu3HaBaTh Mpodnemy? Ho He oTBpalleHre K U3MeHe OCTaHaBIMBAJIO €T0 B TY HOYb,
KOI'7la OH CMOTpeJ Ha MeraH u cropas OT CTpacTH. [IpocTo OH 0CO3HAJ: eCJIU IMOANACTCS HHCTUHKTAM
1 BOCIIOJIb3YeTCSs €10 B TAKOM MOMEHT, TO OyeT HH4eM He JIydIlle TOr0 Mep3aBlia, C KOTOPHIM OH
pa3obparcst Toraa.

STa MBIC/Th BEI3BaJIa B HEM OTBpallleHue. BriepBbie B KU3HU DMUIMO XOTeJT O0JIBbIIETo, Y4eM IIPOCTO
cekc. EMy mpeTuna cama MBIC/Th O KaKOW-TO JKaJIKOU TalHOW UHTPUKKe. He XxBaTano TONbKO, YTOOH
YX OTHOIIEHUS ObIIM 3alSITHAHBI OMKUOKAMU €T0 IIPOIIIIOrO.

U xoTs1 y OMuinuo Oblyia HelorpeInuMas pemnyTalus, 9T0 He 03Hadaslo, YTO B IIPOIIJIOM OH He [eJIaj
ourn6oK. IIpocTo oH He aduIIMPOBaN UX.

Y oH 3Han — HYXKHO OBITh TeprenuBeIM. IMeHHO TaKoe pellleHne DMUIN0 IPUHSI TOX HOYbI0 — OHO
MYy4uJIO €r0 BOT yKe [Ba rofa.

Ho oH HUKOTIa He MOBTOPSJI OOHUX U TeX Ke OMMUOO0K [BaXKIHL.
W BOT HACTyIMI ero 4yac. IMUINo cobupancs cuenaTb Meran ApMCTPOHT cBoelt. OH XOTeJ 3aCTaBUTh

ee 3a0BITh KaXkI0T0 MyXK4YUHY, KOTOPOTO OHa 3Hasa. I[IoTpeOHOCTh B 3TOM XKeHIMHe He ocnabiia 1o
ITPOIIIECTBUY BPEMEHH, a TOJTBKO YCHUITUIACE.

Meran o6s3aTenbHO OyHeT ero!

[TpoBenst manblieM II0 ee TIagKou Ireke, IMUNTKAO YIbIOHYICS. OH BMOXHYJI 3alax ee BOJIOC U
I03BOJTH cebe PaCTBOPUTHLCS B 9TOM SIOJIOUHOM apoMare.

— 4 He Opancs ¢ TEM IIapHEM...
MeraH, HaxOsCh B IIJIEHY CBOMX YYBCTB, PaCCEeSIHHO ITepeCIIpoCcua:
— C kem?

MeraH gaze MoaxKasa Majblsl Ha HOTaX, YYBCTBYS €r0 TEIJIoe JbIXaHKe Ha MOYKe yxa. Mypamku
BHOBb ITpo0eKau 1o Temy.

OH npubIM3UI CBOE JIUI0 K HEM TaK, YTO OHM IIPAKTUYECKH COITPUKACAIMCh HOCAMH.
— C mapHeM, ¢ KOTOPHIM Thl 60poJIach B MallIdHE.
— ThI Ipu3Han — g CONMPOTUBIIANIACE, — CKa3ala MeraH.

«ITouenyu MeHs, I0XKaJIyUCTa, OLENy1!» — Kpru4ao ee Ioaco3HaHue. Ho OH He 11e510BaJjl, U KaxXpaas
nocyienylomas ceKyHaa Orisia abComOTHEIM My4eHHUEM.

— ITa. — OMUIN0 HEMHOTO ITOJHSJI I'OJIOBY, IIOALIETIVNII OOJIBIINM ITaJiblieM ee ToAO0POIOK U
aKKypaTHO HayaJjl T0BOpa4YMBaTh €€ JIUI[0 U3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY, U3y4asi HeXkKHble YepThl. — MHe
HY2KHO OBIJTO 3aJyLINTh €T0, — MPOTSAHYJ OH 3afyMunBO. — f, mpaBaa, xoTesn. Ho He Tak CUIIBHO, KaK
XOTeJl BOT 3TOr0... — M oH mpuxkan MeraH K cebe, MyzKCKHe PYKHU OIYCTHUIIHUCH Ha ee Oepa ¥ Havyanu
CKOJIb3UTh BBEPX K TaJIUU U 00PATHO BHU3, M3y4dasi }KEeHCTBEHHBIE U3THUOHI.

3pa‘-IKI/I MeraHn PaCIInpPUIINCh, da ObIXaHKE II€PEXBATUIIO, KOT'Md OHA IIOYYBCTBOBAJla YETKHE
O4YepPTaHudg €ro SpeKIuu.
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— O 6oxke MoM! — MPOCTOHAaNa OHa, KOTa YTO-TO BHYTPU €€ B30PBAJIOCh U Kap Pa3/IUICS 10 TeNly. —
TwI XOTE1... TOM HOYLH0... HO THI 3Ke ObUI KeHaT!

OMHUITHO YCMEXHYJICS, HO YIhIOKa He 3aTPOHYIIa T1a3.

— Twl mpaBpa gyMaerb, OyOTo Kakas-To OyMaxKa MOXKeT 3aCTaBUTh MyXKYUHY HE XOTETb APYTYIO
)eHIUHY? Thl, KAaK HAUKTO OPYTOH, HOIKHA 3HATh, YTO 3TO HE TaK.

Ona B3OPOTHYyJIAd ITPX HAaIIOMUHAHUHU O €€ OEeTCTBE.

— Xouelb CKa3aTh, YT, eCyiid Okl 9TO OBINIO He Tak, MeHs Ovl BOOOIIEe He OBII0? — THUXO IIPOH3HECTa
OHa.

MoxeT, HEKOTOPhIe MyKUMHEBI IIPOCTO He JOJIXKHEL JKeHUThCSI. OCOOEHHO TaKre CceKCyalbHbIEe, KaK
omunuo Puoc.

Y TyT Ha Hee 0OPYIIMUIICS TIOIETYil — CTPACTHBIM, BCEIIOTJIOMIAIONINY. Y Hee TepexBaTUiIoO AbIXaHue
OT CUJIBHOTO JaByieHus ero ry0. Ero s3Ik HaCTOMYMBO IEITANCS IpobpaThCs B ee poT. Pyku Meran
CKOJI3HY/IM Ha ero Tajuio, 4ToObl yaepKaThcsl Ha MecTe. OHa CTPACTHO 1ieJI0Bajia ero B OTBET, He
noyMasi 0 KpacoTe WM U3slecTBe. Temepsb B Hell TOBOPUII TOT XK€ TOJI0L, YTO U B HEM.

Korga oHu, HaKOHeIl, OTCTPAHUIIUCh APYT OT APYTa, el MOHag00UI0Ch HECKOJIBKO CEeKYH, YTOORI
BOCCTQHOBUTD ITOPSIOK B I'OJIOBE ¥ Pa3yMHO OCO3HAThH BCE ITPOU3OIIEIIEE.

— THI XKe cHemmaelis 9TO elle pa3, He TaK nm? — CIIPOCHUJIa OHaA.

On YJ'IBIGHYHCH. Ero temunie HEBEPOSATHEIE I'JId3ad, Ka3aJI0Ch, ZKAaAHO IIOTJIOIIAIOT KaXKOYI0O 4EPTY €€
JIna, €ro0 IIaJIbIBI TJIaJUIIA €€ LIel0.

— Tebe pemarts...
Ero oTBeT pa3oyaposal ee.
— MHe HyXHO... YMOIATH?

SMUJIINO BHITTISAIE] CaMOOOBOJIbHO U YBEDPEHHO. Huuero YOUBUTEJIIBHOTO — BCIO 2ZKM3Hb BOKPYT HEro
OBIIIH XKEHINWHEI, KOTOPEIEe YMOJIAJIH...

Buput 6or, MeraH He xoTena ObITh OUepenHOi 3apyO0KOlM Ha HOXKe ero KpoaTu. Ho ecnu Obl el
10Tpe6oBasoCh YMOIATH DMUINO, OHa CHefiaa Okl 3TO.

K Tomy Xe, 1o yOexneHHI0 IMUTINO, V Hee He OBIJI0 TOPAOCTH ¥ CAMOyBaKeHUs.

— Tebe mPOCTO HYXKHO CKa3aTh MHE, YTO THI XOUEIllb MEHS TaK 2Ke CUIIbHO, KakK 5 Xouy Tebs! —
moTpebOoBaJl OH.

Meran oTBepHYy/ack. Ee TyObl mpoxkKau.
— Kak 0ynTo ThI He 3Haelllb... — MPOILEeNTaa OHa.
OH HaxMypWUJICS, YCIIBIIIAB FOPeYb B €€ roJioce:

— HpOCTO MHE HY2KHO YCJIBIIIATh 3TO U3 TBOUX YCT.
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Ona He Mora Oonblle TepneTs. Kaxknas KieTodka ee Tejla Xaxfaja ero IpUKOCHOBEHUS.
— 4 xouy Tebs, OMunuo!

Ero HO3[pu pa3mynIuch OT TEIJIOro KeHCKOTo 3anaxa. OH Hayasl IOKPHBATh MOLENTysIMU ee TyOH,
MeIJIeHHO MPoOUPasiCh K YTOJIKY PTa, HEXKHO MPUKYCHUT e HUKHIOW Ty0y...

— Ho ecnu TH BCe elre X04ellb 0OCMOTPETh JOCTOIIPUMEeYaTeIbHOCTH... — IOAIPa3Huil OH MeraH,
aKKypaTHO MTPOUMSCH SI3LIKOM TEIEePh yKe M0 BHYTPEHHEN CTOPOHE ee MPUOTKPHITHIX T'y0. — XOTs
OOJIKEeH 3aMeTUTh, UTO MOS CIIajIbHS HaMHOTO OJIKXKe...

Ecnu oHu 3aliiyT Tak maneko, 3To OymeT BonmeOcTBOM. OH M30 BCeX CUJI LETJIAICS 3a IIOC/IefHue
ocTaTku camoofnaganusi. MeraH fipoxaja OT CTPacTy, U 9T0 OBUIO yOuBUTENIbHO. Ee [uKas peakius
KpyXuia OMUINO TONoBYy. Celfyac eIMHCTBEHHBIM €ro JKeJlaHueM ObIJI0 TOTPY3UThCS B HEE...

MeraH OTKMHYJIa Ha3al BOJOCH. Ee IeKu ropeu pyMsHIIEM.
— B xpoBats, Oynb Tak niobe3eH. ..

W3 ropna 9Mumnmo BrpBacs xpuil. Ero cunbable pyku 00Bunu Merad. OH YTKHYJICS B HEXKHYIO KOXKY
oOHa’XeHHOU I1leH, TOKPHIBas ee IOLeTysIMU U HEKHO ITOKYCHIBas.

Meran o6MsKia B ero 00bsaTusAX. OHa He MOTJIa KOHTPOJIMPOBAaTh CBOM BATHHIE HOTH, KOTHa DMHUIIKO
BCJIETIyI0 TpoOUpascCs K JBEPH B CIIANbHIO.

OH [oCTUT IBepH ¥ ee Ty0 OMHOBPEMEHHO. IMUIKO MIeITal YTO-TO COOIa3HUTENbHOe, HE OTPHIBAS
TJ1a3 OT ee JIKMIA. 3aTeM OH MOMHSI MeraH Ha PyKH, Kak OyIToO OHA HUYEro He Becuna. Temepb Meran
YIIPABIISI/IN TOJIBKO WHCTUHKTEI, 3aCTABIISIONINAE PearnpoBaTh Ha HEOTPAaHWMYEHHYIO BIACTh U CHIIy ero
JKEeCTOB.

I'maBa 11

OMUTIKO C CUJIOW NTHYJI OBEPb.

— ITouenyi mens, Meran! — npoxputien oH. [IBeps ygapuiachk 0 CTEHY U C TPOXOTOM OTJIeTeNa, a
3BYK pa3Heccs 0 KBapTupe. MeraH ¢ ropsIMu I'la3aMu 00xBaTuia pyKaMu JIAL0 OMUINO U
CTPaCTHO MpHUKaack K ero rybam.

W3 ropia OMUIKO BEIPBAJICS BOCTOPKEHHEBIN BO3TJIAC, a €€ SI3hK CHavYala OCTOPOXKHO, a TOTOM BCe C
GorbIlel YBePEHHOCTHIO MIPOIOJIKHUII CBOe IyTeIeCTBUE TI0 ero PTy. MeraH moYyBCTBOBAIa, Kak 10
TeJIy DMUIHO Ipobekana JpoxKb.

OHa mpepBaiach TOIBKO Ha CEKYHAY, YTOOBI TPOCTOHATb:
— Bboxe, 3T0 Tak cnagxo!

OMUKO IPUKPELI T'1a3a:

— Boxe motii!

— YT10-TO He Tak? — 00€CIOKOEHHO CIIpocuiia MeraH.
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OH BRITTISIAENT TaK, OYOTO UCIBITEIBAI GOJIb.

— He Tak? — moBTOPHMI OMUINO ¥ TOCMOTPeN Ha Hee. ETo B3risg ObUT ODHOBPEMEHHO CTPACTHHIM U
HeXHBIM. OH CTJIOTHYJI, IBITAasgCh 00y37aTh MEPBOOBITHRIM I'OJION, OT KOTOPOTO BCE €ro TEJIO TPSACIO. —
Her, Bce B nopsigke. [Taxe 6onee yeM... Cragko? Xouellb HacIaguThCs MHOIO? Tebe npencTaBUTCS
TaKasi BOSMOXHOCTb, — IIPOXPUIIE] OH, — HO TOJIBKO II0CJIE TOTO, KaK s Ionpo0yio Ha BKYC KaX /bl
CAHTHMETD TBOET'0 BOCXUTUTEJILHOTO TeJa.

OT NOSIBUBIIIETOCS B €€ TOJIOBE 06pa3a, BEI3BAHHOI'O 3THM XPHIIJIBIM O6eH.IaHI/IeM, KOXY Meran Ha4ano
IIOITUIIBEIBATE.

IByMs IIMPOKUMH IlIaTaMHU OH IIepeceK KOMHATy U noOparcs mo nocTenu. ['masa Meras Obiiu
3aKpPHITHI, @ PYKH IO-TIpeKHeMy 00BUBAJIX €T0 11110, KOT{la OH aKKypaTHO OIyCTHJI ee Ha KpPOBaTh.

MeraH HaKOHeIl OTKphIIa Ija3a.
OMUINO HaBUC Haf Heu. 3aCTHIB, OH CMOTpeJ Ha Hee CBepXy BHU3. Ero ApixaHNe y4aCTUIOCh.

— T TaK KpacuBa, — Mpo6OPMOTaI OH HEBHSITHO. — I HUKOT[Ia HX B KOM TaK He HYXK[aJICsI B CBOEH
JKU3HYU, KaK B Tebe.

Cepnue Meran 6emeHo KOJIOTUIIOCH B IPEIBKYIIEHNH.

OHa MeyYTaJjia 0 ero IIPUKOCHOBEHHUSX, KaxK/aJla ero Ioueayes, X0Tejla IMUINO 3[eCh ¥ celdac Tak
CHUJIBHO, YTO 3TO IyTraso ee. Ha cekyHOy e maxe 3aX0TeJIOCh OTTOJIKHYTh ero, y0exkaTh, HO OHa
3acTtaBuia ceds pacciaabuThCS ¥ CMUPUTHCS CO CBOMM JUKHUM KeJTaHHEeM.

B 9TOT MOMEHT ee OCIeqHNE COMHEHUS UCTTapuiuch. MeraH Oblla yBepeHa — 3TO TO, YET0 OHa
xoTesna. He uMerno 3HaueHus, IPaBUIIbHO 3TO UMK HeT. He B COCTOSTHUM paccKa3aTh 0 00JIH, KOTOPYIO
IPUYMHSIIA e HeBBICKa3aHHas BCIIYX CTPACTh, MeraH MpoCTO IPOTSHYIa K OMUIIAO PYKU B HEMOM
mpockoe.

STOT XKeCT CcTal AJig OMUINO rocjaegHen Kanner. OH yTpaTUl OCTaTKU KOHTPOJIA Hap coboii. B ropre
3aCTpSIO phiYaHKe, a Ha JIMIEe 3aCThi/la MacKa XKMBOTHOTO XKelaHus.

SMuNIMo mnoMuMal ee pyku, MofHeC uX K rybaM 1 Hadas IOKPHEIBATh KaxkIyI0 MOIETyIMHU.

A moTOM OH OIyCTHJICA Ha Kpayu KpoBaTu, U1 MeraH M0JI0XKUJIa PyKU eMy Ha I'pyab. OLIyTUB Kap ero
TeJla CKBO3b Py0OalllKy, OHa Cejla ¥ Hayaja BO3UTHCS C IyroBULlaMU Ha Hell. Ee pyKu TpsICNIUCh Tak
CHJIBHO, UTO [aXKe 3TOT IMYCTSK ceidac OblI el He TIOf CHUILY.

— JlaBali s IOMOTY.
Ero pyka akKypaTHO OTTOJIKHYJla €e Ha IOAYIIKY.

MeraH XaiHO JIOBUJIA TI0JTy3aKPHITBIMU TJla3aMHU KaxXoe ero ABUKeHue. B ropre mepecoxso, a oH
IIPOJ0JIKAJl Me[IJIEHHO PacCTETUBaTh IIYTOBUIIE], IPa3Hs ee.

Hakonell 9MUIKNO0 pacmaxHys pyOalnky, o0Haxas MOATSIHYTOe MYCKYJIHCTOE TeJo, IMUPOKYIO IPYAb U
IUIOCKUH KUBOT.

— O 6oxe! — B3goxHyna MeraH, 06JIM3HYB II€PECOXIINE TyOERL.

B ero yBepeHHO# yIbI0Ke TauIoCh HeUTO-TO xumHoe. OH u36aBuics oT pyOallky ¥ KUHYT ee Ha MOJ.
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MeraH He MOrJla OTBECTH OT HETO I1as. BpOHSOBaH KO2Ka JMHUJINO0 KakK 6YJITO CBETHUJIaCh, a Ha
YX02XK€HHOM MYCKYJIHCTOM Te€Jie He OBIIIO HU rpaMMa K#upa.

OH 3a710K1I €€ PYKU €1 3a TOJI0BY, @ 3aTEM BBITSHYJICSA PSIOOM.
— BkycHo...

OMUIINO HAKJIOHUTI K HEY TOJIOBY ¥ BOPYT 3aMep B ITOCJIETHION CEKYHIY OYKBalbHO B MUJITUMETPE OT
ee Ty0.

— [ToxarmyiicTa, moueay MeHsl, OMUIIKO!

YcnrilaB ee MOJISIINE, YyTh XPHUIIJIBIA TOI0C, OH IIOHSJI, YTO OOJIbIEe He MOXKET COepKuBaThcs. U3
€ro TopJia BHOBbL BEIPBAJICS MIPUTITYIIEHHBIN CTOH, KOTTIa X I'yObl HAKOHEI] COeAUHUINCE, ¥ eT0
CTPaCTHBIN MOLIENyH MPUTBO3OUI €€ XPYIIKOE TeJI0 K KPOBATH.

MeraH THXO0 IIPOCTOHAJIA OT 3aXJIECTHIBAIOIIETO XKeJIaHus, KOTHa e€ T'yObl IOKOPHIUCh HACTONYHBOMY
[aBJIEHUIO ¥ BITYCTUJIH €T0 SI3HIK. C1abkIii CTOH MIOTOHYJ BO MHOXKECTBE APYTHUX, HEBHATHHIX, HO
BOCTOPZKEHHBIX 3BYKOB, KOTTla OMUINO ITpoOrpascs Bce Tnybxe U rioyoxe.

— 3JT0 Kakoe-To 6e3yMmue...

OH HavaJ CIyCKaThCsI BHU3, IOKPHIBAS €€ IIEI0 BIAXKHBIMU MOy SIMHU.
— Tt xouemrs MeHs, a 1 — Tebs1. Pa3Be 3T0 — Ge3ymue?

— Ila. Ho KaxeTcsi, MHe HPABUTCS OBITh GE3YMHOM.

OMUNIMO HEMHOT'O IIPUIIOAHSAIICS, YTOOB J0OpaThCS M0 MYroBUll Ha ee Onmy3ke. OH cTanm MeAJIeHHO
paccTeruBaTh UX OJHY 3a APYTOM, HAUWHAS OT TaJUHU, ¥ MeJIeHHO IIPOBUTAJICS BhIIIe, HaOMogas,
Kak ¢ Ty0 MeraH CpHIBAJICSI 04ePEIHOM B3MIOX.

OHa 3aXMypuach u 3afepxkasna geixanue. OT4assHHO MBITAsICh BOOXHYTh, IMUIIMO C TPYIOM
BTSATHBAJI BO3MYX, XU 9TOT 3BYK 3aCTaBUJI MeraH BHOBb OTKPHITH I'Jla3a.

3acCThIB, OH CMOTPEJI Ha ee TeJlo, ¥ B ero ria3ax II0JIbIXall OTOHb JXeJlaHUs.
— Tosl u3ymutenvHa! — BBIJOXHYJI HAaKOHEL OMUJIIKO.

BrIpaxeHue ero auila MOXKHO OBIJIO Ha3BaTh MOYTH GmaroroBeiHeIM. Ee Koxka Orlta 6enta Kak CHeT,
HO MeraH u3ny4asa Temno. EMUHCTBEHHBIM XeJlaHueM IMUITNO OBII0 IOTPY3UTHCS B 9Ty TEIIOTY...

Ero HU3KUY T0OJI0C U SBHOE BOCXUILEHNE 3aCTaBIIS/IA BCE €€ TEJI0 APOoKaTh OT Bo30yxkaeHus. OHa
CHOBA B3[POTHYJIa ¥ IPUKYCUIIa ry0y, coBceM He oOpalliasi BAMMaHUS Ha 60Jb, TOTOMY YTO DMUJIKO
pHUCOBaJl IMHUY TaJIbIIEM Ha ee XKUBOTe, a ITI0TOM 0obIllast JafoHb JieTia Ha HeXXHble U3TUOH ee
Tena.

CMOTpsI el IPSIMO B TJIa3a, OH PACCTETHYIT 3aCTEXKY ee GI0CTralbTepa, PacIIojaraolnyocs ClIepe/y.

OMUIIKMO OTBEJI I'Nla3a, ¥ OHA yCJIblaja, KaK U3 ero JIETKUX BEIPBAJICS MPONOJIXKUTEIbHBIN CBUCTSIIITHH
3BYK. Ero Taxkesnas pyka HakphlUla ee MATKYI0 Irpyab. OH IpoBest O0JIbIIKMM HasbIleM 10 HabyxieMy
PO30BOMY COCKY. Bce 3T0 BpeMsi ero nasblibl TaCKau ee HeXKHYI0 KOXY. ITO OBIIO Tak
B030yXK[aolne, YTo Bce TeI0 MeraH ropesyio 0T MyYHUTEIbHOTO KeJIaHus.
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B oTBeT Ha ero YMeIbI€ JIaCKU TeJIo ee n3rubanoch B CIagKoM MYKe, a C ry6 CPBIBAJIMCh HECBA3HEIE
CJIOBA.

[Tpomorkasi mackaTh MeraH, MU0 IIOMHSII TOJIOBY ¥ TIOCMOTPEN B €e TIy00KHe CTPAaCcTHHE I'Ia3a,
TIOTOM HAKJIOHWJICS, ¥ €0 S3kIK BHOBH HEIPHYJI MEXKY MIPUOTKPLITHIMKA PO30BEIMHU TyOamMu. Merax
cnabo 3acToHana OT YOOBOIbCTBUS.

Ero nmamoHb CKONIb3HYIA € 1Moy cruHy. [IpunogHsae MeraH ¢ KpOBaTH, OH OKOHYATEIbHO 0CBOOOINTT
ee Tperelyiiee Tejao oT 611y3Ku 1 OI0CTrasbrepa. 3aTeM DMUIHO JIET, ITOJI0XKUB ee PSIIOM C COOO0H.

[TepBoe COMPUKOCHOBEHME UX TeJI OBIIO 71T MeraH IIOKUPYIOIIKUM, HO IIIOK BCKOpe Ipories. ['omoBa
MeraHn 6rl1a aOCONMIOTHO ITyCTa, OHA HU O YeM He JyMaJjia. B Hell MIPOCHYIHUCH 10 CUX IIOP APEMITIOIIe
MHCTUHKTHI, KOTla OHa IIpUXKaJjachk IPyIbI0 K €r0 TBEPAOW I'PyAH, a pyKa ee CKOIb3HyJla BHU3.

— [Ipupmepku 9Ty MBICIIb, — CKa3aJl OH XPHUIIJIO, TIeEpeKaTHIBasiCh Ha CIIUHY.

Meran X0Tejla 3alIPpOTeCTOBATh, HO IIOTOM YBU[EJIa, KaK OH PacCTeruBaeT peMeHsb. I[IpUIIOgHSB y3Kue
Oempa HaJ KPOBAThIO, DMUIIUO CTSIHYI OPIOKYM ¥ OTOPOCHIT UX MIPoYb. CIIeIoM Tyma XKe MOJIeTeNH U
TPYCHI-O0KCEPHI.

MeraH o4yBCTBOBaJIa, KakK ee IeKU 3aJIMBal0TCId KPaCKOM.

OMuUINo NMpecTan nepea Hel B BO30YyKIeHUH, U 3TO OBIJIO BEJIUKOJIETHO! MeraH OTKpOBEHHO
yCTaBUIaCh Ha HETO, HO DMHUJINO He Bo3paxasl. Hao6opoT, ee HECKPHEIBaeMEIH TpemeT Bo30yKOoanl ero
e1rfe OOJIbIIIE.

IBUXKEHUST DMUIINO, B KaXKI0M M3 KOTOPHIX OILIyIasach KOHTPOJIXPyeMas Cula ¥ BlacTh, ObIIN
Tpalli03HH U IIJIAaBHEI, KaK ¥ O0JIBIION KOMIKKA. MeraH BOoCXUIlaiach aOCOTIOTHBIM OTCYTCTBHAEM B
OMMIIMO YyBCTBA HEJIOBKOCTH ¥ KATHO CIE[NIIa, KakK OH IepeMellaeTcs: Ha ee CTOPOHY KPOBATH.

K ToMy MOMEHTY, KaK OH IPUIIONHSJICS Hap Heli, MeraH Obljla Tak Bo30yKeHa 3TUM 3POTHYECKUM
3PeNHUIeM, YTO C TPYAOM MBIIIaia.

He mpoun3Hocs HU CJI0Ba, OH OIMYCTHUJICS Ha OMHO KOJIEHO, ¥ eT0 PyKa CKOJIb3HYJIa 07 I0sIC ee I00KHU.
[TpukOCHOBEHNE MTPOXIAaJHBIX MATbIEB K €€ ropsgdYel KOXKe BhI3BaJI0 B HEW HACTOSIIXAM IT0XKap,
OIIyI[aeMbIi KaXKA0¥ KIeTOYKOU Tena.

OHa 3aKphlfia I'/la3a, KOrJia OH CTATHBAJI C Hee 100Ky, a 3aTeM cxkaJjl ee 6efpa, YTOOHI CHSITh
KPOILEYHbIE TPYCUKH.

— [locmoTpu Ha mMeHs, MeraH!

Ona nogHsa TAXKeIbe BEKU.

2KUBOTHAA CTPACTh 3aropesnach B ero riasax.

— 4 Tak cunbHO X04y Tebs1! — Mpou3HeC OH HEBHATHO.

OH BcTas Ha 0o0a KOjIeHa, BO3BHIIIASCEH Haf Hel. MeraH OblJla CaMBIM ITPEKPACHBIM, YTO OH KOT/a-
60 BUEN B CBOeH xku3HU. JKejaHue myTbCHPOBAIO B €r0 T'0JI0BE, CTUPAs BCE MBICITH, KPOME
XeJaHusg 00IagaTh ero.

OMunro npuaBUHYyJCs elle 6nuxe. Ee Teno #30THYI0Ch B OTBET Ha MHTUMHOE NTPUKOCHOBeHue. OH
OLIYTHJI BJIaTy ¥ Kap — KEeHIMHa OblJIla TOTOBa MIPHUHSATL €ro. HaKoHel], XPUIIBIN CTONT «IMHUTIHO,
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IoXKaJyucral» 3acTaBul ero NoTepsiTh BCAKUU KOHTPOJIb.
Harnysmuce Hap Hel, OH BOLIETI B €€ JIOHO.

MeraH mo4yBCTBOBasa, KaK 4TO-TO HAINPSTJIOCh B HEH, a 3aTEM, B TOT CaMblii MOMEHT, KOTla OH
CKOJIB3HYJI B Hee... Bomb 601 BHIPBAJICS U3 €€ ropJa.

OMUIKO 3aCTHUI IPSIMO Hafl Hell. B mocnenHuit MOMEHT OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJ COIIPOTHBIIEHUE, HO
OTCTyIIaTh OBIJIO y2Ke HeKyfa.

— Paccnabncsi, — ycmokauBai oH MeraH, 11efTys B IIElO.

— 4d... ThL... — OHa THXO0 B3[OXHYJa, KOTa ee HalpsKeHHbIe MBIIIITH HAKOHEIl pacciabunucs u
IIO3BOJIMJIH DMUJINO BOUTH MO KOHIIA.

OuryuieHue 6b110 HeonucyeMbiM. OH Hadasl MeJJIEHHO ABUTATLCS, U €€ TeJI0 OTBETUIO0 eMy. TOKH
HACJIaXKXIeHUS TPOHU3BIBAIHM BCIO €€ IIJIOTh.

— O ma! — B3goxHyna MeraH, XxBaTasl ero 3a IJIe4H, ¥ pacciabuiach, MOTHOCTHIO OTAABAsCh PUTMY
OBUKEHUS.

Temo Omumnuo 6necteno ot moTa. OH cTapascs AepXKaTh oA KOHTPOIeM 00ypeBaolIyio ero CTPacTh.
Ho HacTymum MOMEHT — ¥ OH cHaJjcs, 0OpyIIMB Ha MeraH BCIO CBOIO COEPXKUBAEMYIO CHUITY.

I'maBa 12

OMUINO IIePeKaTUIC U JIeT psgoM C Hel. MeraH TyT XKe II0YyBCTBOBaJjla, Kak ey He XBaTaeT ero
TeJla, BXKUMAIOIIEro ee B MATKUY MaTpac. be3 xKapa My>KCKOro Tejla IPOXJIagHbII BO3AYX B KOMHATe
003KUTaJT X0JI0OOM TOPSYYIO, BIaXKHYI0 OT II0Ta KOXKY.

MeraH, no-IpeKHEMY TSIKeJI0 Jblllla, TOBEPHYJIa T'OJIOBY Ha MOAYIIKe. DMUIKO JieXKajl Ha CIIuHe
PSAMIOM C Hel, 3aKMHYB OfHY PYKY IIOf royioBy. Ero riasa GblIM 3aKPHITH, MOIIHAS IPYAb B3ABIMaiach
M OITyCKaJlach C KazKIbIM B3MOXOM. MeraH I0JI0K1IIa TOA00PO0K Ha COTHYTYIO PYKY U 3aBOPOKEHHO
CMOTPeIa, KaK MYCKYJIE UTPAIOT IOl €T0 3ar0pesion KOXKeu.

Bce B aToM MyxuuHe Bocxuiano ee. OHa MPOTIHYJa PyKy, YTOOB KOCHYTLCS €r0, HO TYT Xe
ormepHyna. OH Bce ellle He CKa3aJl HY CJI0Ba. OTO HOpMaabHO? HyKHO i el 6eCIIOKOUTLCS 13-3a ero
MOJITYAHUS?

MuHyTYy Ha3ajg OHM OBITM HACTOJIKO OITU3KH... A cefiyac oHa GOMTCS IIPOCTO HOTPOHYTHCS M0
OMUINO.

MeraH pa3gpakeHHO IPUKYCHIIa HUXKHIOW I'y0y, ee HaKPBITU COMHEHUST. MOXKeT, OH YCHYIT?
Bo3MoxkHO, MU0 npenmnoyest 0, YTOOL OHa Ofie/IaCh UJIK HaxKe yIIa K TOMy MOMEHTY, KaK OH
npocHeTcss? OT mpoOyIUBUINXCS PaHee MOIUTHEIX HHCTUHKTOB HE OCTAJIOCh U ClIefia.

MoxeTt, Meras 0onbile 1 He Oblla 11eJIOMyOPEHHOM NeBCTBEeHHUIIEH, HO OHa He UMeJla IOHATHUsA, Kak
HY2KHO BeCTHu cebsi mocie cexca.

OHa oryismenach — He3HAKOMas CIIaIbHSI C OTPOMHOM KPOBAThIO, KAPTHHEL Ha CTeHaX. MeraH
TIOYYBCTBOBAJIa CTHIM, KaK OyATO OHA IMOACMAaTPHUBaa 3a YbeU-TO UyKOU JKU3HBIO.
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Ho 3T0 mpoucxomusio He ¢ KEM-TO OPYTHUM, a ¢ Heit! TouHee, yKe IPOU3OLIIO. ..
«4 mpoBesa yTpo B IIOCTENU C IMUINO0 ProcomM», — IofyMara OHa.

Hackompko 9T0 Ob1I0 cTpaHHO? Ha camMoM ferne He Tak yX& ¥ cTpaHHO. OKa3asioch, YeJI0BEK CIIOCOOEH
OBICTPO afaAIITUPOBATHCS K HOBOMY.

OpHako ey mydiile He 3a0BIBaTh, UTO 1T IMUIIMO 3TO OBIJI BCETO NUIb ceKC. C OMHON CTOPOHHI,
MeraH IIOKMPOBaJ €ro mparMaTAYHbIM IOOX0M K GU3NYECKUM KeJlaHUIM, a C OPyroil — el naxe
HEMHOT'0 HpaBUJIaCh €r0 YeCTHOCTb.

Ona nmoHKMMAasa, YTO HUKOTa He CMOXKEeT MUPUTBCA C TaKOl 4eCTHOCTLIO. Bellb B 3TOM Ciliy4ae en
IMpuaeTCs 0OCO3HATH 6011b OOUHO4YEeCTBa B CBOEM CepIe. Bnpoqu, OJid CTpaOdaHuA Y HEE GYJIGT
AJO0CTAaTO4YHO BPEMEHH.

A MoXeT, el CTOMT XKOaTh Y4ero-to 6osbiiero? Het, 3To mycTas TpaTa BpeMeHH.
Inmst OMUITIO OHA CTajla BCETO JIWIIb JEBYIIKON HA OfHY HOYb, @ TOYHEE — Ha OIHO YTPO.

E# Bcerga xoTenoch 4ero-To 0oseinero. boxe, Kak e 9TO TSXKeJjo, KOTHa TBOs IepBasi 1000Bb
OKa3bIBAETCS MOCJIeTHeH!

OHa maBHO OblJIa TOTOBA B JTI000M MOMEHT CTaTh €T0 TPodeeM, TPOCTO N0 CETONHAIIHETO AHS Y
OMunno He OBLIO XKeJlaHUS C Hell CBA3HIBATHCH.

MeraH CMODPTHYJIIa 3aPOXKIOAKIINECSs ropsa4dre CJII€3bl, HaXMYPUIACh U PEIINIId, 9YTO XOTh Pa3 B 2KU3HHU
OHa HE 6YI[GT OyMaTh O 3aBTPAITHEM OHE.

OHa XafHO OTJIsIeNIa ero Tejlo, HallOMUHAIOIIEee APEBHETPEUECKYI0 CTATYI0. DMUITUO OBLI IIPOCTO
JKUBEIM OOTOM.

C ee ry0 copBaJICs TUXW B3[I0X BOCXUINEHUS — OH OBbITT BeUKOJIeneH. Y Bce, YTO OH C Hel fgenan,
TOXKe OBUIO BEJIUKOJIEIHO. ..

A 3aBTpa OH OyZeT [meyiaTh TO XK€ CaMoe C KeM-HUOyIb IpyrumM?..
OHa OTTONKHYJa 9Ty MBIC]Ib, ¥ MOPIIUHKA, KOTOpAs 3aJjieria Mexny ee GPOBSIMHU, pa3TIaquiach.

MeraH nmofiBUHYIach Ha Kpall KpOBaTH ¥ OTTyMla CMOTpeJia, KaK B3BIMAETCs U OMyCKaeTCs TPyab
Omunuo. OHa IpefcTaBsAia PaHblle, YTO BII0OIEeHa B OMUIN0, HO 0Ka3al0Ch, TOT MyXK4YUHa
HUKOTZAa He CyIIecTBOBasl B pealbHOCTH. OHa CXOAXJIa C yMa OT J1I00BU K YeJI0BEKY, KOTOPOTO cama
Ke U IpuayMana.

B Ty HOYB, KOTIa 9TOT YEJIOBEK BTOIITAJI €€ B I'PsI3b, OHA YBUAETA HACTOSIEero dMunuo Puoca. O
0Ka3aJICs OMMaCHBIM, XKECTOKMM MYXKYUHOM. YK 9TO-TO OHA II03HajIa Ha COOCTBEHHOM, BeCbMa
TOPHKOM OITHITE.

Ceiiyac MeraH IIbITanach MOHSTE, TIOUYEMY ee TSHEeT K HeMy. [1efio ObII0 He TOJIBKO B BOCXUTUTEIbHOM
JIUIE U QTIETUYECKH CII0KEHHOM Tejle. IMUIIUO OJIULIETBOPSI I'PyOyI0 CHIIY, MOIIb, ¥ 3TO
IIPUTSATHBAIIO €€, KaK OTOHb — MOTBITbKA.

OHa npoTsSIHY/Ia PYKY U ITOJI0XKWIIa €e Ha eT0 I'PYMdb, a 3aTeM CIYCTU/IaCh HUXKE — K IIJIOCKOMY
JKMBOTY. MeraH U IpefcTaBuThL cebe He Morya, 4To OyfieT TaK OTKPOBEHHO TF000BATHCS MyKCKUM
TEJIOM ¥ TPOTaTh ero.
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TeMHBIE PECHUIBI MEJIEHHO TOOHSAIUCH.
MeraH 3agepKana ObiXaHue.
OMuUnKo noBepHyscs K Her. Ero Kapue ria3a BCTPETUIIUCH C €€ 30JI0TUCTHIMU.

BHe3amHo Ha Hee HaxXJIbIHYJIa BOJIHA CThIla. MeraH yexasna, ouryuas ce6s 6e33aluTHON 1
ySI3BUMOM, SIBCTBEHHO UYYBCTBYS, KaK OHa fajieka OT uaeana. M B To XKe BpeMs OHa BCEM CBOUM
CYILIECTBOM JKeJjlajia BHOBb OIIYTUTh TO YAOBOILCTBHUE, Ty CBOOOMY, KOTOPEIE IIOUYYBCTBOBAJIA, KOTTa
OHHU 3aHUMAJIUCh JTI000BLIO.

OMHIIMO HEe OTBOJOHUII OT Hee Tjla3. ITOT HANPSIKEHHBIN HEMUTAIOIIUY B3TJISIA Hadajl ObIJI0O TPEBOKHUTD
MeraH, HO BOPYT OHa O0CO3HAasa, YTO JIEXKUT a0COoM0OTHO ronas. OHa MOTSHYJAch 3a IPOCTHIHEH,
IIBITAsICh TPUKPHITH CeO05l.

B cnemytomyio ceKyHIy OMUIKO0 IPUXKAJl ee PYKH K KPOBaTH:
— YTO THI fenaenn?

— MHe HyXHO OfeThCsi. — BEII0 OBONTBHO CI02KHO TOBOPUTH OYIHUYHEIM TOHOM, HO MeraH
II0KA3aJIock: OymeT yoemuTebHee, eClid OHa IIPHUBEEeT Iapy apryMeHToB. — 4 yBepeHa, y Te0s Kyda
Ie’, TIOJIHOe PaclucaHKe, a MHe Hafo ellle CBSI3aThCH C...

— Tebe HYKHO IPEKPATUTh 00JITATh HU O YeM.
— 4 roBopIO... — 3amMpOTECTOBAA OHA.

— Ila, THI ITpaBa, y MEHs Kyd4a [eJl, — I103KaJl OH Ijie4aMu. Ero TeMHbIE T7la3a CBETUIIUCH, a Ha JIUIe
TIOSIBMITACh XUIIHAS YIbI0OKa, 0OHaxKamIas 6eTocHeXkHbIe 3y0sl. — W Bce 9T BaXKHEIe [efla
BKJIIOYAIOT TOJILKO TeO0sI, IpruuYeM ofexKaa He 3alelicTBOBaHa. MHe HPABUTCS TBOE TeJIo. S CUuTaio
ero abCOIOTHEIM COBEPIIEHCTBOM. Tebe He CIPSITaTh ero OT MeHs. ThHI JOMIXKHA TOPOUTLCS UM U
HACIaXXOaThCs TAK XKe CUIbHO, KaK H f.

Ero 00XuTraromuii, CTPACTHBINA B3TJISM 3aCTaBUI MeraH B3IPOTHYTh. B cremyroIyio ceKyHay, Koraa
Omunuo 6e3 mpeaynpeRaeHus MPUXKaJcs JUIOM K ee TPYAHU, CJIeTKa Iaparnas CBoel IeTUHOM ee
r1afKy10, YyBCTBUTEJIbHYIO KOXKY, OHa HEBOJIbHO BCKPUKHYJIA.

«OH cunTaeT MEHS KPaCHUBOM...»

Ee rnasa ObIsIM HAIIOJIOBUHY 3aKPHITH, BEKU TsIxKejeu. TeMHBIe BOJIOCH OMUINO0 KOHTPACTUPOBAIIH C
ee 0JIeqHON KOXKeH.

Korma ero s3vlk Hadan Imoo4yepegHo MeOJIeHHO KPY2KUTE BOKPYT €€ COCKOB, BCe €elle 007e3HEeHHO
YYBCTBUTEJILHEIX, OMunu N30THYJIaChb.

On OTIIYCTHUII €€ PYKH, YTOOBI HaKPHBITh JIaHOHBIO TPEMEINYIYIO I'PyOb, X OHA 3aIlyCTHUJIa CBOM ITaJIBIIBI
B €I0 TEMHEIE BOJIOCEI, BC€ €I1l€ BIIaZKHEIE.

OMUTIHMO YXMBUIBHYJICS, CMOTPSI Ha Hee CBEPXY BHU3:
— W HeT cMBIC/Ia MBITAThCA CIPATATHCS OT MEHS B TAaKOM MaJIeHbKOW KPOBAaTH.

KpoBaTh OBIlTa OTPOMHOI, HO OHA He CTajla CIIOPUTH [0 3TOMY ITOBOAY.
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— 41 He mBITANACh CIpPSTaThCS, — Mpo6opMoTana MeraH. A Korja oH U30THYJ 6POBb, C UPOHUEH
CMOTPS Ha Hee, OHa IIOCIIelIia OTBECTH B3I, — MHe IIPOCTO CTaJio XOJIOTHO.

— X05100HO0? — OMUJINO NO-X039UCKU HAKPHUI PYKOU ee KUBOT.
MeraH B3OporHysa OT ero IPUKOCHOBEHUS U 0eCIIOKOMHO 3aep3aa.

— TrI BOBCe He KaxKellbcsl MHe 3aMep3ineli. — OH HaKJIOHUJICA K Hel, IPUKaJcsa PToM K ee rybam.
Ero pyka ckonb3Hy/Ia BHU3 K HEXKHOM, KakK ILIeJIK, KOXKe Ha BHYTPeHHel CTopoHe ee Oenep. M3 ropna
MeraH BBIPBAJICS TUXUM MPOTSIKHEIM CTOH. — Tebe BooOIIe HE XOIOIHO.

Ona 3dKPEBIJIA I''Ta3d U OTBEPHYJIACh OT HETO, ITIOOCTABJIAA IMIEI0 OJIsA ITOLEIyEB.

BHe3amHo IMUIMO OTCTPAHUJICS OT Hee. B3rnisag ero Bce elile OB yCTPeMIIEH Ha €€ BllaikKHbIe
HaOyXIIre COCKY, TEMHBIMU IISITHAMU BHIIENSIOMKecs Ha GpoHe MOTouHO-6e10# rpyau. C orpOMHBIM
YCUJIEM OH CTUCHYJI YeJIIOCTH U YCTOSII mepef CO6Ia3HOM.

— HaM Hafi0 mOroBOpUTh, — BEIAABUII DMUJIIKO.

YcnpiaB B ero ronoce 6ecrnokoucTBo, MeraH OTKpEIIA rla3a:

— 4 myMana, THI 4eJIOBEK fella, a He CJIOoBa.

«MozeT, BLI30B OTBJIEUET €ro?»

He cpa6oTanmo. 9Munmo Bufiesl ee HaCKBO3b U He MOANAJICS YIOBKeE.

— Xopo1uas mombITKa, — CapKaCTUYeCKU YCMEXHYJCS OH. — U s momnascs, MOXellb He COMHEBAThCS,
— ynBEIOHYJICS OH, U CepAlle TOATPHITHYO0 B rpyau MeraH. Ero ynbiOKa TyT XKe Ipornana, ¥ OH
TPOHOIKuUI 6€3 BCIKON CEKCYallbHOCTH B royioce: — Ho cHavasa Ml moroBopuM. K3-3a TBoero
MOJTYAHUSI MOY OEUCTBUS MOTTIM MPUYUHUTE TeOe 6011b. — OH cHean may3y 4 IIPOBeJ PYKOH 1o
cBoeMy nuiy. A Korpma yopan pyKy, MeraH 3aMepiia, YBUEB Ha €ro JIUIlE BEIpaXkeHUe OTBPALIEHUS. —
4 cmenan Tebe 601bHO, — IPU3HA OH YI'PIOMO.

MeraH B3OPOTrHYyJIa OT TOM HEBBIHOCHMOM MYKH, KOTOpPas IIPOMEJIEKHYJIA B €r0 TEMHBIX I'/la3aX.
— Her... — 3alIpOTECTOBaJla OHAa, — ThEI HE COeJIaJl HU49ero IIJIoXoro.

BocnoMuHaHue 0 60J'II/I, KOTOPYIO OHA KCIIBITAlIAd, YK€ YCIIeJIO0 IIOMEPKHYTH, BEITECHEHHOE TEM
IMOTPACAIOIINM HaClaXXeHrneM, KOTOPOe II0CJIenoBasIio 3a HeH.

OMUINO CYyNOPOXKHO MPOBEJI PYKOH 110 CBOMM TEMHBEIM BOJIOCAM.
— He nru mHe, MeraH, — IpOU3HEC OH XPHUIIJIEIM I'OJIOCOM, ITOX0XKHMM Ha CKpexeT.

MeraH mHTanach IOHSTh, 0 Y€M OH OyMaeT, HO 3arafloYHOe BRIPaXKeHMe ero JIuila He IaBajio
IIOMICKA30K.

— fd He...
— Tt He ObIJTa ¢ MYKYUHOM 10 3TOT0! ITO OBIT TBOM MEPBHIN Pa3?

MeraH 3Hasa: ecjy OH HaYHET pa3BUBaTh 9Ty TEMY, TO HAaBEPHSKA Y3HAET HAMHOTO 6OJIbIIIe, YeM
HYXKHO.
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OHa HUKaK He X0TeJja, YTOOR OMMINO 3HA: [0 CeTONHSIIHEeH Houl OHa Oblja NeBCTBEHHUIEH!
T'ocmogu, oHa Takasi CTapoOMOAHAs B 3TOM Bompoce! Pemuia, 4To y Hee He OymeT cekca mo Opaka.
MeraH u mpeacTaBuTh cebe He MOTJIa, YTO CMOXKET IMOUTH Ha GU3UYECKYIo OJIM30CTh C YeJIOBEKOM, He
“Mes IIPU 9TOM TECHOM SMOIIMOHAIbHOU CBA3U C HUM.

My4unHa, C KOTOPEIM OHa CMOTJIa OBl 3aHATHLCS CEKCOM, [OJIKeH OBITh ee JII0O0BBI0. A Tak Kak
eOUHCTBEHHBIY YeJI0OBEK, B KOTOPOT0 OHa BtoOuach, ObUT xKeHaT, MeraH peliuia CMUPUTHCS C TEM,
YTO 3TOTO HUKOTHA He ciyduTcs. M noka ee Bce ycrpausaino. Hy unu oHa Tak gymarna... Benpb B
JKW3HU TOJIHBIM-TIOTHO APYTHX MIPEeIecTel IOMUMO CeKCca, pa3Be HeT?

Hamnpumep, B KHU3HU ee MaMbl OBIJI0O OTPOMHOE KOJIUYECTBO «HEe TeX» MYKUMH, 3laKuil mapap
«[simen», KOTOPBIE TO MOSBIISINCH, TO KCUE3alId CIIyCTS KaKoe-To BpeMsd. HenamMeHHas ONTUMHUCTKA
Krnsp CMuT BCcerga BCTynania B HOBbIE OTHOILIEHHUS, CBSITO BEPS, YTO, HAKOHEL], BCTPETHUIa «TOTO
eOUHCTBEeHHOT0». HOo BCe 3aKaHUYMBaI0Ch OOUHAKOBO: ee cepalle pa3buBasioch Ha MeJIKKUe KyCOYKM B
o4YepenHou pas.

Korga MeraH cTana craplie, OHa II0Hs/Ia, HACKOJIBKO 3TO PA3pYILIUTENIBHO [JI €€ MaTepH.

— 3aueM Tebe BooOIle MyK4YMHA? — CIpallliBaja OHA y MaTepu. — Pa3Be MeHs Tebe HENOCTATOYHO?
Ty 0onp B rma3ax MaTepu MeraH 3anoMHuIa HaBCeraa. ..

A BCKOpe ee MaMa IIOCKOJIb3HYJIach Ha ITePeloIHeHHOM JII0AbMU TPOTyape B Yac MUK U Iorubia mox
KojiecaMu aBToOyca.

C ry6 OMuIMo copBajioch TUX0€ PyraTebCTBO, OH C THEBOM yCTaBUJICS Ha Hee. Kazasochk, oH ceiyac

B30pBeTCS. MeraH npukycuia rydy. Kak MHOT0 oHa oTgasna Obl, YTOOH pa3psAauTh 06CTaHOBKY!

— BuHOBHa, YTO TYT ellle CKaxXelllb, — IOIIyTHIa OHA, IIBITAsICh IIOCTAaBUTh TOUYKY B Pa3roBope, YTOOH
0oIbIlle HE BO3BpAIAThCS K 9TOU TEME.

— TrI gyMaels, 3TO BeCeyio? — CIIPOCUII OH pa3fgpazkeHHO. — TBO MePBLI pa3 [0MKeH OB OBITh
0COOEHHBIM.

MeraH ycTaBuJlach Ha HETO, IIOAyMaB: «A pa3Be OH TaKUM He ObII?»

— Ecnu o «0coOEHHBIM» THI TOIPa3yMeBaelllb «KHeIIOBTOPUMEIH, TPEBOCXOTHEIN», TO 51 IOMHIO, YTO
yXke roBopuiia Tebe 00 3TOM, IpUUeM AOCTAaTOUYHO I'POMKO!

— Tet Best roputlib. — Ee pyMsiHell, Ka3ajioCh, OTBJIEK U YOUBUII IMUIIMO Ha KAKOe-TO BpeMsi, HO
CEKYH[Iy CIIyCTS OH y2Ke BHOBb MPayHO CMOTpeJI Ha Hee. — [1epBhIil pa3 IPOUCXOOUT TOJIHKO
OTHAXKMHBI, U 5... ¥ ... — Ha ero juIle BHOBBL IOSIBUJIOCH YTO-TO, ITI0X0XKee Ha OTBPAIeHue.

OMUTIKMO IPUKPEUI PYKOU POT. B roioBe 0H BCe ellle CIBIIIAl ee MPOH3UTEIbHBIN KPUK, KOTOPHIN
HUKOT'TIa He CMOXKET 3a0hITh.

OH IOHU3UJI T'0JIOC:
— T mnakana. — «Jla, mIakKasa, a s OBjlameBaa To00I0, KaK IUKOe XKUBOTHOE».
MeraH 0CTOPOXKHO TIOJIOXKHUJIA PYKY Ha €ro IjIeyo.

— Ho =e IIOTOMY, 4YTO TEI COEJIaJ]l MHE 607BbHO, — BO3pa3ujia OHa, OIIEJIOMJIEHHAsA TeM, KaK OH IMOHSJI
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BCIO CUTyallKIO.

— Ecnu 6wt 51 3Han! — ctucHyn 3yosl IMunuo. CaMa MBIC/b, YTO OH IPUYUHUIT €if 00J1b, OCTPHIM
HO2KOM pe3ajla ero u3HyTpu. — Ho Kak Tkl MorJia ObITh IeBCTBEHHUIIEH... [ToueMy?

— Tl HE OTCTAHEIIb OT MEHSI, He TaK JIU? — MPOCTOHAJIA OHA, U3ydas ero JIHIIO.
OH ycraBuiCcs Ha Hee, Kak O0yaTo MeraH TOJBKO 4TO 00BsiBUIIA, OyATO IpuieTena ¢ Mapca.
— Orcrany?!

OMuUINO XKmaa 3TOr0 MOMEHTA [IBa rofia, ¥ KOrfa Bce HaKOHeIl CIIyYusIoCh, OH Bce ucnoptui! Korga
OH JyMaJl O TOM, 4YTO CHeJal...

— Bor moit! Thl momKHa 00bSICHUTH, KaK 9TO BBHILIIO, — CKa3ajl OH CYPOBO.
OHa CTHIIJIMBO OTBEJIa Ij1a3a.

«4 TBOS, U s M0G0 TeOs. Becerma mobuia, eclnyu 4eCTHO». BOT 3T0 GbII0 GbI BIIOJTHE YECTHHIM
o0bscHeHreM. TombKo MeraH COMHeBaIach, YTO €My ITOHPABATCS TaKKUe CIIOBA.

— Kakoro 4YepTa Thl HE CKad3adJld, YTO... — PA303JIUJICA OH.

— He moxoxe, 4TO THI OBLT 3aMHTEPECOBAH B PAa3roBOPaX Ha TOT MOMEHT, — IIOCIIEIINIIa OTBETUTH
MeraH roiocoM, CKOBAHHEIM OT YHUXKEHUS.

[Mlexy OMUINO 3aJIUII PyMdHEI, KOTOpBIfI CTaJI TOJIBKO ApP4Ye, KOTr'da X B3TJIAObI BCTPETUIIUCE. Iaxe
ceryac B BO3OyXe MEeXIOY HUMHU IIOBUCJIO CEKCYaJIbHO€ HAIIPAXKEHNe, TAKO€ CUJIBHOE, YTO Ka34dJIOCh,
€ro MOXKHO OBIIO IMOIITyIIaThk. HeCMOTpH Ha IIpoIIepliaee, ero rojoa 1 ee 2kKejlaHrue HUKaK He ocJabu.

OMUINO He HYXKHO OBIJI0O HAIIOMUHATH cebe: ero melCTBUSIMU ITOBEJIeBAJI0 ATOMCTUYHOE MIIOTCKOe
JKejlaHUe, KOTOPOoe IOoCye OBYX JIeT OXKUAaHUS IPHoOpesio MPUMUTUBHYIO, X KUBOTHYIO GopMy. A Bemb
OH BCerfla TOPIUIICS TEM, YTO HUKOT A He IIOMIaBaJICs BIUSHUIO TOPMOHOB. HuKOrma paHbIme
OMunMo He Tepsa caMooOIafaHus B IIOCTENH, U Tellephb, KOTa eMy, KaK HUKOI'ia, ClIefoBaio OBITh
MSITKUM ¥ CIepKaHHBIM, OH copBasics. Ero HeocmabeBaroliee, HeHACHITHOE KeJlaHue OCTITIHIIO ero, u
OH [I0 IIOCJIeTHEr0 MOMEHTa Jaxke He 3aMeydall ee HeOIBITHOCTH.

HomxHb! O6b1TH OBITH KaKMe-TO Mofckasku! Kak oH Mor mpomycTuTh ux? Kak MOT pOmyCTHTH
BO3MOXKHOCTb CHeNaTh ee MepPBEY pa3 0COOeHHBIM?

— To1 He Befa ce0s1 Kak OeBCTBEHHHUIIA, — ONIPaBABIBAJICS OH, CheaeMbIll TAKEeJIBIM YYBCTBOM BUHHI.
— A THI, cTano ObITh, IKCIEPT II0 IeBCTBEHHUIIAM?
OH courypurn riasa 4 oCMOTpeTI Ha ee HaOyXIue OT ero IolesyeB I'yOEL.

— Hwuyero s 0 HUX He 3HaAW0, — C Hocamou Opocust OMunuo. «M KaxkeTcs, ele MeHbIe 3Hal Booo1e
0 XeHIUHAaX ¥ 00 3TOH, B YaCTHOCTHY.

— Torma TH pa3myBaellbh U3 MyXH CJIOHA. ECU 5T HeBCTBEHHMIIA, 9TO HE 3HAYHUT, YTO Y MEHS KaKas-TO
3apa3Has 6one3Hb. — Ee poT 60/1e3HeHHO HCKPUBHUJICS, OHA IIBITaNach CKPHITh 00KAy. — MHe Kailb,
YTO THl YYBCTBYeIb ce0ss 0OMaHYTHIM, HO 5T He COOMPAIOCh MMPOCUTD MPOIIECHUS.

OH ynuBIEHHO OTHSI OPOBH.
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— O uemM TBI rOBOpHUIIL? OOMaHyTEHIM? — CIIPOCHJI OH pa3fpaxeHHO. — Tkl Hecellb Opef.

OHa ropmo mogHsijia nogboponoK, 3aKMypHUIach B IOMBITKE CHepKaTh CIe3H U C TPYIOM CMOPTHYJIa
uX.

— Ox, Hy IPOCTH, T HEOOBEKTUBHO CMOTPIO Ha 3TH BEIM, — IMIPOU3HEcIa MeraH MeIJIeHHO, — HO A
BIIEPBHIE OKa3alach B TOJOOHOM CUTyalUy.

— Taxk Xe Kaxk 4 ...

— 4 noHsna, — npoTsiHyna MeraH, BHe3aIllHO 0CO3HaB, MoYeMy Tak cebs Benna. — TH AyMal, B TBOei
IIOCTE/IM OKa3asiaCh OIBITHAS XKEHIIKWHA, a BMeCTO Hee... — OHa BCXJIUIIHYJIA U, 3aKPHIB
TIOIO3PUTEIILHO OI€CTEBIINE T'7Ia3a, 3aKOHYKIIa: — A BMECTO Hee ThI moy4yun MeHs. — CooOpa3us,
YTO 9TO IIPO3BYYaAJIO KaK-TO XKaJIKo, MeraH MMoTpsiciia I'0JIOBOM U MposemneTana: — [axe y Te6s He
TIOJTyYUIOCh OBl MeaslbHO B IIEPBHIM pas.

Xors, HaBEpHOeE, HET. Meran 3aKp&ljla I''ta3d, BHYTPEHHE BO3HEHABUIEB XKEHIITUHY, C KOTOpOfI OH BCe
caeliajl Kak II0JIOZKEHO.

B 9Munno ogHOBpEMEHHO OyIIeBaau pa3odapoBaHUE U COYYBCTBHUE.

— 4 npaBunbHO TEOS MOHS? — CIIPOCUII OH, KJIaAs PYKY Ha ee TOl0BYy — Tkl AyMaells, 4To 5
4yyBCTBY10 ce0s1 06MaHyTEIM? OOMaHyTHIM?! — IIOBTOPUJI OH U IOTPSIC TOJI0BOM, 6eCcCO3HaTEIHHO
106aBUB YTO-TO Ha UCIIAHCKOM, a ITOTOM paccMmesics: — To, Kak paboTaeT TBOM MO3T, YOUBIISIET
MeHs1. Ecniu TH He LEHUIIb TO, YTO OTHAAJIa MHE, TO 5 L[EHIO 9TO 0YEHb BHICOKO.

I'maBa 13

MeraH Me[IJIeHHO ITOHSIIA TJ1a3a.
— Tl LeHUIIB? — MTOBTOPHIIA OHA, KaK OyATO TOBOPHIIA HA OPYrOM SI3HIKE.
OMUIIMO KUBHYII U B3SJI €€ JIUIIO B JTAJOHHU.

— {1 TBOM NepBBIY My2K4YMHA, — CKa3as OH, 4O CUX II0P He Beps 3TOMY. — THl XOTb IpeACTaBIIsellb,
YTO 51 YyBCTBYHO?

Ee B3rmsapg cranm pacTEPSTHHBIM.
— Pasgpaxenune?
— 4 4yBCTBYI0 ce0s1 MPUBUIETUPOBAHHBIM.

Ona 3acTteiia. OT ero MprKOCHOBEHUS K ee IleKaM r'jla3a MeraH 3akphluch. Ee Markue, Temnsnble u
TaKye HEBEPOSTHO Cllafikue TyOhl 3agpozKajy, KOrma OH HeXXHO IoIeoBan MeraH.

— U ellle — HEMHOTO IIIOKMPOBAHHLIM, — MTPHU3HAN OH, OTCTPAHISICh. — 4 00 CHUX IIOp He MOHKUMAIO,
KaK TaKoe BO3MOXKHO, YTOOH y Te0sI HUKOTO He OBIIIO...

[TpupmepKuBast OOHOM PYKOH €e TOJIOBY, OH MPUCIIOHUICS IUPOKUMHU IIJIeYaMy K Pe3HOMY H3T0JIOBBIO
KpoBaTH. [ my60KO B3JOXHYB, OHa yOpaJja CIiyTaHHbEIEe BOJIOCH CO CBOETO Pa3ropsiueHHOro JINIIa,
HaTsIHyJIa Ha TPYy[b IIPOCTHIHIO U Cella.
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— IMToToMy 4uTO THI gyMas, OyATO 5 cliaja CoO BCEMU B KOJIefxke?
OTo IpennonoXkenne 3aCTaBUI0 OMUIAO HaXMYPUTHCS.

— Her, IIOTOMY YTO THI KHUJIa C My}KqHHOﬁ Ha IIPOTAXKEHUHU OBYX JIET. — Y uMeHHO MBIC/Ib 00 3TOM
BCe rogbl CBOOHUJIa €10 C yMa'

OH ry00KO0 B3[OXHYII.

— C myxuuHOo#? C KaKUM MYXKUHMHOU? — MeraH Bce 00JIbIlle 3aMyThBanlach.

— Hy, He 3Hal0... ¢ TT060BHUKOM, C TBOUM ITapHEM, KeM OBl OH HU ObLIT 151 Tebs.

MeraH nepecesa, IEITAsICh HE YIIacTh, TaK KakK MaTpac COBUHYCSA. OHa Oblyia B TOJIHOM HEIOYMEHUH.
JIro60BHUK? Jla y Hee faXe HaCTOSAIIUX CBUAAHUMN He CIy4asioch!

— O yewm TBI rOBOPUIIL? Hu ¢ KeM 5 He XKuja! — Hadasa OHa, HO TYT XKe OCTaHOBUJIaCh. BHe3amnHo ee
rja3a pacLIMpuiInuch. PacxoxoTaBIiuch, OHa chexajla BHU3 B MOPE IIEJIKOBLIX IPOCTHIHEU. — T
¥“Meelns B Bu3y [xkoma?

OH yauBIEeHHO MOCMOTpEN Ha MeraH, HO ero B3TJISA TYT XKe 3aCThlJI Ha CO6Ia3HUTENbHEIX U3rubax ee
TeJla, CKPBITOr'0 O[T LIEeJIKOBOU IIPOCThIHEYW. OHa BHOBb U30THYIAaCh. EMY CTOUT TOJIBKO IPOTSAHYTh
PYKY U COEPHYTH C Hee IPOCTHHI. ..

OMUIMO HEPBHO CTJIOTHY U TOMBITAJICS HE AyMaTh O €e TTIagKoM KoxXe 1 00HaxkeHHOM Teje. Hap ero
BepxHeU ry0oii Jaxe BBHICTYIIUII IIOT OT 9TUX YCUIIUM.

— A 4o, OBLIN U npyrI/Ie? — On TYT XKe IIOHAJI, YTO €ro BOIIPOC KaK MUHMMYM HEJIOTM4YE€H U BEI3BAH
JINIIb PEBHOCTEIO.

«[Ipyrue? [Ia y Hee BooOIle HUKOTO He OBIIO!»
— K uemy 3to BCe?

OMunuo nmocMoTpen Ha Hee. OHaA Jiezkaja Ha KPOBATH, CJIOBHO pacTPelaHHbIA UTPUBHIM aHTelN, U OH
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK B HEM CHOBA IIPOCHIIAETCS XKeJlaHue.

— 4 KakK pa3 IbITaloCh BEISICHATh. ITOT [[KOIII, OH...

Ha nuue MeraH nosiBUIOCH BeIpaXkKeHUe 03alaueHHOCTHU. Ee manblbl HEPBHO CTUCHYIHU MIPOCTHIHIO.
— Yro He Tak ¢ [Ixomem? Takoe omlyleHre, 4YTO OH TeOe He HPaBUTCH.

— [Ila Bce HOpMasbHO ¢ HUM. 4 yBepeH. [IKoI OBl uAeanbHbIM, HO...

— Jla yX, — npu3Hanace MeraH.

Bce ee mogpyXKu gymanu 0 HeM Tak XkKe. Bce 0HU cumMTanu, 4YTO eCli MapeHb uaeaseH, TO OH, K
COXAaJICHUIO, TeH.

OMUIMO HaXMYPUJICH:

— TrI XKula ¢ HUM B OOHOU KBapTupe!
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OTa 00BHHUTENIbHAS MaHepa F'OBOPUThL U HE3[MOPOBLIM UHTEPEC K ee OBIBIIEMY COCENY YKe HauuHaIu
37IUTH MeraH.

— He ocob60 noxoxe Ha IIpecTyIljienne — OeJIuTh C KeM-TO KBAPTHUPY, Oa 4 U He Ha Cyae, — nobaBuia
OHa, Bce 0oJblie 3719Ch. — Kakoe 3TO UMeeT OTHOIIeHUE K HAIlUM HejlaM?

— Toi KuUIa ¢ MyK4YUHOM ABa rofa. UTo g HomkKeH OBl AyMaTh? UeM Bh 3aHMMaJIUCh BCE 9TO BpeMs?
B miaxMaThl urpanu? — OMUIUO YCMEXHYJICS U IOMOTaJl I0JI0BOU.

Il11st Hero ObLIO HEOOBICHUMO: KaK MOXKHO OBIJIO CYIlIeCTBOBAaTh C MeraH B OHOM KBapTUPE B
TeYeHHUe [BYX YaCOB U He 3aHAThCS J1I000BbI0? He TOBOPS yKe 0 TOM, UTOOH KUTh C HEH 01 OIHOMN
KPHIIIEH IBa rofa, Kak JIXKO1I.

MeraH yguBIeHHO CMOTpeTia Ha Hero: «Jla, HaKOHEI-TO BCe BCTAJI0 Ha CBOU MeCTa».
— JI2KOoII — MOU apeHs?!

— Yero oH xpan? bpauHou HOUM? — IPOBOPYAT IMUIIKO.

STOT BOIIPOC OHa He MOTJIa OCTaBUTh Oe3 BHUMaHUS.

— A 4To0, 970 6BII0 OB TaK CTPAHHO? 4 He KAy, YTO TH IOUMEIlh, — IIPU3HaJa OHA, COHHO 3eBasi. —
[Tocnymaii, ¢pakT ocTaeTcs pakKToM — 5 HUKOT[Ia He IpefIoiarasa, 4YTo 3aiiMyCch CeKCoM 0 Opaka.
Ho s He cmana c [Iko1ieM o ApPyroy npuuunHe. Y Hac C HUM He OBIIO CeKca, IIOTOMY YTO f... CKaXKeM
TakK, He B eT0 BKYyCe.

OMUIIMO CKeNTHYecKu Haxmypucs. [To ero MHeHHI0, MeraH fomxkHa ObITh BO BKyCe JTI000T0
MYKYUHBI.

— 41 uMelo B BULIy — He €ro IOJIs Sirofla, — YTOYHUIIa MeraH.
OMUINO 3aCTHI:
— T®I IBEITAENL CKAa3aTh, UTo...

MeraH KuBHYJa. YOUBJIEHHOE BhIpazKeHue Jiiila MU0 rnolabasuso ee. [10710KuB Mog00POMIOK Ha
PYKH, OHa [T0Ka4asia roJI0BOK:

— 711 yMHOT'0 MY2KYMHBI THl HHOTTIa 0YeHb TYyr0 coo0paKaelllb.

OMUINO0 MeNJIeHHO BHIIOXHY. [T0My4YusICs CBUCT, a 3aTeM OH MpPA4yHO YJIBIOHYIICS:
— Jla yX, Tak 4 eCTb.

— 4 oyeHb cKyyaro o [IxKorry...

Eme IIapy MUHYT Ha34d[ 3TO 3aJyM4YHBO€ BEICKA3bIBAHWE ITPUBEJTIO OBl DMUIIKO B APOCTE. Tenepb Xe
OH MOT' JaXKe II0OCOYYBCTBOBATH en, yanﬁHYTBCH 1 IIPOIIEeITaTh:

— OH... reit?..

— Ila, Mo uaeanmbHEIM cocef Mo KBapTupe Obi1 TeeM. OH yexan paboTaTh BpauoM Ha OPYTO# KOHEI]
cBeTa. [[KOII TaKO# MUJIKIH, OH Obl TeOe TTOHPABUIICS.
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Ona IIPOAOIIZKHUIIA 00JITaTh, HaX0oO4aCh B CHaCTJIINBOM HEBEOEHUHU O TOM, KaKHe€ MBICIIA OBIJIM B TOJIOBE y
MYXKYWHEBI, CHOAIIETO PAOOM C HeM.

Teit! ITapeHs, K KOTOPOMY OMUIMO PeBHOBaI MeraH IieJbli Tofl, HapeHb, C KOTOPBIM OH MPECTABIISI
ee, 4TO OBITIO Y2KACHOM MBITKOM, 0Ka3acs reem!

Y Xu3HU UHOTHA OLIBAET YEPHBINA IOMOD...

— Omunuo? — BompocuTenbHast HHTOHAIUS B €€ TOJI0CE BHIPBaJia ero u3 IjieHa TOPhKUX Pa3gyMUH.
— OTKyma TH 3HaJ, 4TO 5 Oejuia KBapTupy c [xouiem?

— Quuunn ynoMuHarl, s mnojarato.
MeraH KuBHYyIIA.

— HaBepHoe, Tak, — corjlacunach OHa, IPUIbHYB K HeMy. — [1oloKau, s pacCcKaxy 000 BCEM 3TOM
JxoI1y B CITEAYIOIIEM MTHCHME.

— Tenepb HUKTO HE IIHIIEeT ITNCEM, — BO3PA3UJI OH, 3aIlyCKas ITaJIbIEI B €€ BOJIOCHI.

— 4 numry. T'oBopsIT, KOTAa MXChbMO HAIMCAHO OT PYKH, B HEM O0JIbIlle IMYHOTO, — 3aAyMYHBO
cKa3aja MeraH.

— U emme, HUKTO He XPaHUT ce0s oy OpayHOM HOYH.

— He BomHy#cs 1o aTOMy OBOAy. {1 He KAy OT TeOs IPeasioKEeHUs PYKU U cepala, OMunuo. bpak —
He [JI51 TAaKUX MyK4WH, KaK THL.

Meran 3aMoprajia B 3aMellIaTeIbCTBe, KOTraa oOHapyxKuiIa, 4YTo ee 0osbile He 0OHUMaT. OHa COHHO
TIOBEPHYJACh ¥ TOCMOTPENa Ha DMUIINO0, KOTOPHIK CUIEeN Ha KpoBaTH, 06xBaTuB ce0s pykamu. OH
BRITTISIIETT IOBOJIBHO 3JIRIM, HETIOHSITHO TI0YEMY.

CMUpHUBIINCEH, OHAa B3[MOXHYJa, OTKUHYJA Ha3al BOJIOCH U yIepiach MOf00POAKOM B CI0KEHHbIE
KHCTH PYK:

— Yro0 He Tak?

— YTo THI 3Haelllb 0 TAKUX MYKYMHAX, Kak A? M 4TO KOHKPETHO MHe He IIOHATh?
— HVi3BuHH, 5 He XoTea 000011aTh, — CMyTHIaCh MeraH.

— Ho Teneps THL...

— 41 He cyxKy Tebsl, — IMoKayasla OHa rojoBoii. — U g yBepeHa, TH m1006un Po3anHy. Ho T ke cam
CKasasl: Bal Opak He ocTaHaBNIKBan Te0s1, Tebe HPABUIIUCh U OPYyTrUe AeBYIIKU. S yBepeHa, Takoe
cJly4aeTcs CO MHOTMMHU MyK4uHaMu. Ho OHY He U3MEHSI0T, a Thl — fa! — MeraH Ka3aja0Ch, CaMO
y2KaCHOM TILITKOM Ha CBeTe ObIJI0 ObI CMOTPETh, KaK YelI0BeK, KOTOPOTO THI JI0OUIIIL, U3MeHsSIeT Tebe.
— Ho ompepeneHHO ThI IBITANICS OBITE YECTHBIM. — IMHUJIMO U3YMJIEHHO YCTAaBUJICS Ha Hee, KOTJa OHa
COYYBCTBYIOIIIE ITOXJIONAJIa €ro o mnjaedy. — OTO HOpMaJbHO, IPOCTO HEKOTOPHIE MYyXKYUHEI HE
CO3[aHBI [JIST MOHOTAMHBIX OTHOIIeHUH MK 6paka. — M oHa moGaBuia ¢ 030pHOM YIBIOKOH: — 3aTo
13 HUX MTOIY4Yal0TCs UaeasbHble TI000BHUKH.

— CrapaeMcsi, — IPOXPHIIeN IMUNKO0, 00HUMas ee. — M Ha 9TOT pa3, — moobelan oH, — Bce OymeT
TydqIme.
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— He 3Hato, MoXeT 71 OBITE JIy4llle, — IPOTSHYIa MeraH.
Korpma oHU, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, yranu 6e3 CUJI Ha IPOCTHIHY, UX TeJla 071eCTeNu, MOKpPHIE OT II0Ta.
[ToBepHyB K Meras royioBy, OMUIA0O YCMEXHYIICS:

— 4 681 cripocun, Kak Tebe? Ho MHe KaxeTcs, s y&Ke 3Hato. KTo Mor Okl TOAyMaTh, UTO TH U3 TEX,
KTO He CTeCHSIeTCSI KpUYaTh!

— 4 npocTo xopoias akTpuca. BoT ¥ Bce, — moaapa3Huiia OHa OMUJINO, IPUILHYB K HeMY. — B
Clenyoumi pa3 g He Oyaoy Bo3paxKaTb, €CIIHM Thl TIO3BOJIUIIL MHE CBECTH C YMa yXKe Tels.

— HWpet. Y MeHs HET HUKaKUX BO3paxkKeHUM IPOTUB [IEBYIIIKU, KOTOpAs X04eT KOMaH0BaTh.

CnycTs mapy 4yacoB MeraH pa36yaui 3ByK OTKphIBaomeics geepu. OHa moMopraa u,
c(hOKyCHPOBaBIINCE, YBUIEIa TPUOTHKAIOIIErocs K KPOBaTH IMUIN0. B pykax y Hero OblJI ITOJHOC,
KOTOPHBIM OH IIOCTaBU/I Ha KPOBATE.

— YT0 3TO0? — CIpOCHIa OHA, YBUIEB HECKOJIBKO TAPEJIOK C BETYUHOM, CEIPOM, XPYCTSIIUM X1e00M.
OMUINO BHTALINI TPOOKY M3 OYTHIIKYM ¥ Pa3/ui 1o 00KaiaM KpacHOe BHUHO.

— IMukHUK B KpoBatu! ThHl MOTpaTHIa MHOTO 3Hepruu. JIi060# CIIOPTCMEH cKaxeT Tebe, YTO HYKHO
«3alpaBIATLCS» Yepe3 ompefiesleHHOe BpeMs. OTo HeoOXoquMo, YTOOk IPOJO0JIKATh ITPefiCTaBIeHUE.

B3arnsnys Ha eny, Meras no#siia, 4To IIPOroJiofaacs.

— Hawm pa3Be He HyKHO BCcTaBaTh? Cendac... — OHa IIOCMOTpeTia Ha YacChl ¥ axHyJa: — boxke Mo,
MBI IIPOBEJIX B IIOCTEJIA BECH [EHD!

OMunmno xe OB HEBO3MYTHM:

— HMHorma xopollo MOJIeHUTHCS, He TpaBaa Tu? f MOTy U IPUBBIKHYTH K 3TOMY.

«A BOT 51 He MOTy ce0e TaKoro I03BOJIUTh», — IOogyMasa MeraH.

OtTTankuBas IpyCTHBIE MBICIIH TTOfAJIbIIE, OHA BejeNla ce0e HacnaxkaaThCs MOMEHTOM.
— 4 u npaBga romogHa, — MpU3HanIach Meras.

— MHe HpaBUTCS CMOTPETH, KakK TH elllb. Thl TaK CMaKyellb BCe...

— MMeelb B BUAY, YTO S CIUIIKOM IIPOXKOPIMBasi?

— IMpsMo Kak g KaX[bli pa3, KOTra CMOTPIO Ha Te0s.

— ¢ gyBCTBYI0 cebst BUHOBATOM. Ho He 10 ITOBOMY ekl Mk cekKca. [IpocTo CeromHss — OOBIYHEBIN
OynmHUY [IeHb, a g JaXKe He HauuHasa paboTtats. [ Tebst 3TO HOPMaJIbHO, TH XKe caM cebe
HavyaJIbHUK.

— A Tebe He IIPUXOOHUJIO B TOJIOBY: ThI TOXKE MOZKEIIb HAXOOUTLCSA B TAKOM 2Ke MIOJIOKEHUHN?
OnHa BHUMATEIbHO IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha HeTO:

— Boo01iie-To [a, IPUXOIHUIIO.
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— W npasunbHo! TH packphlyiach He Ha BCe CTO IIPOLIEHTOB. YBepeH, TH criocoOHa Ha Oombiee.
3HAl0, TBOU OTell MOT TOBOPUTH Tebe, UTo...

— Hepex[aCT MHE 6pa3JIBI HpaBJ’IeHI/Iﬂ? — HepeﬁI/IHa OHa ero co cmexoM. — O, 5 3Hal0: 9TOT0 HUKOTa
H€ CIIy4YUTCA. U TOMY €CThb ITIPUYUHEI. A XKeHIIMHA — 3TO pa3, 1 He COBCEM ApMCTpOHl" — ar1o gBa. Ho
g MHOTOMY Hay4HJacCh, pa60Ta51 Ha CBO€ro OTILa, X 3aBeJia IMOJIE3HbI€ NEJIOBEIE CBA3M.

«A 51-TO TIepexXMBaJ, 4TO ApMCTPOHT moJb3yeTcs eo! Oka3amoch, MeraH He Tak MPOCTa», —
IIOCMESIJICSI TIPO ce0st IMUIIKO.

— 4 6u1 mpurnacun Tebs paboTaTk co MHOI, MeraH, HO, KaK IIpaBUJI0, CMEIINBaTh OU3HEC U
YOOBOJILCTBYE HE B MOWX ITPaBUIaX. — THXO0 3aphldaB, OH HAOPOCHUIICS Ha Hee, TOAMUHAs 1oy cebsi. —
A TEI OIIpeieNIEHHO YOOBOJILCTBUE!

I'maBa 14

MeraH Hanoxusnaa HeMHOTO 6ecka Ha ry0osl. C HeGOJIBIIION ITOMOILBI0 CBOETO BEICOKOT'O MCIIaHIla el
XOTEJIOCh OCIIOPUTE 3asiBJIeHNe GUPMBI-TTPOU3BOAUTENIS, OYATO 3TOT 6I€CK HEPKUTCS Ha T'yOax B
TEYEHWe JBA/IIIaTH YETHIPeX YacoB.

B cymke, mexariel Ha 10y, IPOH3UTEJILHO 3aBepela COTOBLINA Tee(oH.

OHa mmocMOTpeJia Ha JUCIIIeH, 4YToOBl Y3HaTh, KTO 3BOHUT, ¥ YOUBIEHHO IMOOHsIa OpoBu. MeraH cena
Ha 6enbeBYI0 KOP3UHY, yOexgas cebs: He HYKHO Cpa3y IpeArosaraTh Xyaliee — MOXKEeT, 3TO BOBCE
He TIJI0XHe HOBOCTH. Ho COOCTBEHHEIN OIBIT MOACKA3kIBaJl: CKOpee BCEero, 3TO OHU U eCTh. IlocneqHui
pas, Korga 3BOHMII ee OpaT, OH IOTEPSIJI acOPT X BCE CBOM [IEHBI'H, a [I0 3TOI'0 3BOHOK ero OBII 13
OT[eJIeHUsI CKOPOU ITOMOIIM, Ky[a OH I0IaJ I0Cje MafeHusl C MOTOLUKIIA.

Ecnu ke y 6pata He Obio mpobiieM, OH pefgko Opasn TpyOKy, He TOBOPS y2Ke O TOM, YTOOBI ITO3BOHUTH
CecTpe MpoCTo Tak.

«Kak 06bp19HO, — IOAyMasia OHa, — OH BHIOpal caMoe Heloaxofsiiee BpeMs [JjIs 3BOHKa».

Ha ee nuiie mosiBuiach KpuBas ynbOka.

— IIpuset, Merasn! U, 3Has1, 4TO TH ceityac 060 MHe OyMaellb, 51 B opsake!

— Papa aTo cnbimate. Ilocnymmait, ®un, MHe cefidac He cOBCceM yIOOHO TOBOPHUTh, — IIPU3HAJIACh OHA.

OHa mocMoTpesa Ha JBepb, €e JXKMUBOT HEMHOTO CBEJIO OT MPEIBKYIIeHNUSI. DMHUIKO MOT BOUTH B
mo0yio CeKyHOy. MeraH MpUKpEUTa T71a3a, ¥ OhIXaHKWe ee yYacTHIIOCh, KOTHOa OHa IIPefcTaBuIa ero,
CTOSIIETO B IBEPHOM IIPOEME.

Meran He BUela IMHUINO0 BCETO TPU MUHYTH, HO yKe cKydana. OHa yIbIOHyTach, BCIOMUHAS €T0
peakIuio, Korfa, IOCMOTPEB B 3ePKaJio, BCKPUKHYJIA:

— 41 BRITTIAXKY yKacHO!
— W 3pmech g fonkeH 0TBETUTE: «HeT, TH BHITIAAUIIL HOPMaIbHO» ?

OHa Hapgyna ryOKY U IPUTBOPUIAch 0OMKEHHOU:
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— Heyxenu HeOombIIasA 103Kb MOKET IIOBPEAUTH?
B ero B3rnsnme npoMenbKHYa yiIbIOKa.

— Ho 970 He Ob1710 OB HEOOIBILION T0KbI0. ITO OBIIO OB I03KbIO B 0C000 KPYIIHEIX MaciiTabax.
[ToTOMy 4TO TH HE BHITJISIOUIND «HOPMaJIbHO». Thl HUKOTHA HE BHITJISAENA TPOCTO «HOPMalbHO». ThI
HACTOJIbKO YMOIIOMPAUUTEeJIbHA, YTO JyX 3aXBaThiBaeT! — B riazax OMUINO MOSBUICS CEKCYallbHbIM
671ecK, a ToJI0C CTaJl HU3KUM U BSI3KUM, KaK TEIJIBIN ClIafKui Mel. — POCKOIIHAs ¥ HEBEPOSTHO
cekcyasnbHas. d BUXKY B Tebe TONbKO ONKH U3bSIH — Ha Tebe CIIUIIKOM MHOTO OLEeXKIH, — 3aKJII0YUT
OH, TIOIIPABJISAS BOPOTHUK ToTy00# IbHAHOM pyOallKy, KOTOPYIO OHa II03aMMCTBOBAJIA U3 €T0
rapagepo0a.

YTpoM MeraH NpoCHYJach yKe He TaKOW CTEeCHUTENIbHOM, KakK Oblyia o 3Toro. Ho He Morja oHa Tak
JKe 3alIpoCTOo, KaK IMUIINO, pa3ryIuBaTh 10 KBapTUpe ToJou!

«HUKTO Ha cBeTe He YYBCTBYET TaKOro KoMdopTa, 6ymydun o0HaKEeHHBIM, KaK OMUINO!» — pellniia
Meras.

Ho ona cama He MOTJIa CMOTPETh Ha €0 UiealbHO CJI0KEHHY0 GUrypy 6e3 OIIyIIeHNs JIETKOT0
TIOKAJIBIBAs U JKapa Ha Koxe. Ee Temo ocTpo pearupoBasio Ha KUBOTHYIO TPALIMI0 U CUITy DMUITHO.
Brpouem, cefiyac OH Hafiel IIETKOBEIE TPYChI-00KCEPHL.

MeraH OTKPGHBIJIa OJIsA Ce6i[, 4YTO KOMIIIMMEHT «CEKCyaJIbHasg» OT MY2KYHWHEI, KOTOpBIfI CaM ABJIAE€TCSA
OJIMOETBOPEHUEM I3TOT'O IIOHATHA, OUE€Hb IIOJHNMAET CAMOOIIEHKY.

Ho {0 Toro, Kak OHa ycIiena B ITONTHOM Mepe HaCHafUuThCS 3TUM OIIyIeHreM, IMUNIKUO0 MOTHST Merax
¢ TyMOOYKH, T'le OHA CHOEJIa, OMyCTHII PYKH Ha ee TOHKMe IJIeYr ¥, HeCMOTPSI Ha HeyBepEeHHEIe
IIPOTECTH, OTBEJI B BAHHYIO, TTIe OHAa U CHIeJia Cernvac.

Takux BaHHBIX KOMHAT MeraH He Bufea HU pa3y. C TOHKUM BKyCOM O0(OpMJIEHHOE IIPOCTPaAHCTBO —
MPaMOpPHBI I10JI, COBpEeMEHHEIN, 0UYeHb YIOOHEIN Ayl B IeHTpe KOMHATH Ha IbefecTalie
BO3BHIIIATIAaCh TUTAHTCKUX Pa3MePOB aHTUKBApHas MefHas BaHHA.

Borups cioma, 0OHa He CMOTJIa CAepKaTh BOIIJIb BOCXUIEHUS.

— Hpasurcs, ga?

Pa3Be B 3TOl KBapTUpE MOTJIO OBl OBITH XOTh UTO-TO, HE TIOHPABUBIIIEECS €M7

— CamMas noTpsicarlasi KOMHaTa B KBapTupe!

— A myMmaji, 4To CIajbHA...

MeraH HakJIOHHUIIa I'0JIOBY, COOKMpasiCh OTBETUTHL HA €r0 030PHOE BhICKA3hIBAHUE:

— B cnanbHe Ha MeHSI TIPOU3BeENI BIleYaTIeHre He NeKOop...

Ero momy3akpeITHIE T'7Ta3a IOTEMHENIH B OTBET Ha CTOJIb IIPOBOKAIMOHHOE ITPU3HAHUE.
— He xouems ocBexkuThCs? IIpaBma, s ObI MpeAnoYest 3amax TBOeH KOXKHU. ..

OHna ycTaBHuIach Ha HETO:

— 4 Tak cunbHO naxHy? MHe crefyeT NpUHATL BaHHY? U Tebe Toxke?..
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TonoBa MeraH TyT e HamoJaHUNIach 06pa3aMy, B KOTOPEIX OHA HEXXUJIach B 3TOM CKa30UYHOU BaHHE
BMeCTe C OMUJIKO...

U Torpma OMUIIMO yOAIHUiICs, 000elaB, YTO 3BOHKH, KOTOPEIe eMy He0OXOOUMO CHeJaTh, YTOOH!
0CBOOOOMTDH OCTATOK AHS, 3aMyT BCET0 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT. A B €r0 OTCYTCTBHUE OH IIPEII0KHUI el
HaOpaTh BOAY B BaHHY.

Teneps BaHHa Oblyia HabpaHa U MMax/la MacjlaMHu, KOTOpkle Meran oOHapyzKuia 30echk. A oHa
pa3gyMblBaia: 3ajie3Th B BOOY cerdac UM IOA0KAaTh OMHUIIUO?

WM uMeHHO B 3Ty MUHYTY 3a3BOHUII Tele(oH.

Boo0611e-To oHa 6oJIbIlle CKIOHSIACh K TOMY, YTOOB 3a6paThcs B BaHHY celdac ¥ IIOCMOTPETh Ha
BBIpAXKEHME JIUIla IMUIIMO, KOTra OH BouaeT. C Apyroi CTOPOHHI, 3TO 3HAYU/IO0 OBI, YTO OH HE YBUOUT
TOT IOTPSICAIOIINY KOMIUIEKT HUKHEro0 0eJlbsi, KOTOPBEIM MeraH Hafiejla pagu TOro, YTOOBEI OH caM
CHS ero. B ob1ieM, mepen He CTOSIIT CJIOKHEBIM BEIOOD.

«CrmoxHbI# BEIOOP? BHITH IOTHOCTEIO Pa3feTol unu B 6enbe? ['ocongu, Hy rae Ta. Meran ApMCTDOHT,
KOTOpas efBa yMena GpruproBath? M KTO 9Ta paclylleHHas Aep3Kas AeBYOHKa, KOTopas 3aHsa ee
MeCTO?»

— Orery mydaeT Tebs paboToii? — (MeraH momnbITagach CPOKyCUPOBATHCS Ha TOM, UTO T'OBOPHUII €€
Opat, 1 mpobopMoTasa 4To-To HeBHSATHOe.) — Hy KoHeuHO, fla. ['myneii Bonpoc, — mo0aBuil OH,
OTBedasi Ha CBOM COOCTBEHHBIM BOIIPOC. — 4 OBICTPO, MOM MaJIeHbKUW TPYOOTONIUK, — IIPOAOJIKUII OH.
— ITpocTo X0Tes MO3BOHUTH, UTOOH O0IarogapuTh Te6s1. Thl y MEHS TaKas YMHUYKA!

— A? — nepecnpocuia Meras, posiCb B BOCIOMUHAHUSX.
Yro oHa MOrja HeJaBHO CHeNlaTh TaKOTO XOPOIIero, YTo0sl 3aCIyKUTh II0XBaly OpaTta?

Huyero He mpuxoauio Ha yM. [la, oHa MHOTAa CIIoco0CTBOBasla IpUMUpeHnio OUIUIINa 1 OTIa U
CTIaXkuBajia KOHGIUKTHI, HO B MOCIeHEe BPpeMs XKU3Hb TeKja CIoKorHO. Korga Yapn3 ApMCTPOHT
TIOCJIEHUH Pa3 BUOET ChIHA, TOT OB B FaJICTyKe, ¥ 3TO MOMHSJIO CTAPUKY HACTPOEHHEe Ha MEeCSI]
BIIEPE.

— 4 nonarato, 3To OBUTa UEesT IMUIHNO, BIPOYEM, KaK 00bIYHO, — 3aMeTun OUIUII, TUXO
nocMenBasch. — OH 1onan B caMylo TOUKY.

OmrenomneHHas Meran IMOTPACIIa TOJIOBOM, HaIIPATIONCH, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO UMA.

— Trl pyMaemb? — Bce MbICu B To0Be nepeMelnanuck. OTKyaa oH BOOOIIe MOT 3HATh, YTO OHA C
OMUINO?

— T'ocmmomu, KOHEYHO fga! 9To OBIIO 3aMedaTeNbHOM uaee. S uMero B BUAy, ecnu Po3aHHa y3HaerT,
YTO OH C KAKOW-TO [IEBYINKOM, la eIlle ¥ 3allOMHUT ee UM, OHa CMOXKeT HaKOHEI[-TO HauyaTh XKHUTh
CBOEH JXM3HBIO ¥ IBUTATLCS fAasbile. S Hageooch, B MOEM HallpaBJIeHUH.

MeraH oTKphbIIa poT OT ynusnenus. Ounmunn u Po3anHa? Bce cranoBumoch 60ee 4eM Cepbes3Ho.

OHa cupena ¥ ciIymana 9X0 CKeIITUYeCKOro cMeXa CBoero 0parta, a JXUBOT CBOJUIIO B HEXOPOILIEM
IPeYyBCTBUMU.

— Hraxk, o1 u OMunuo! — Ee 6paT, Ka3aJIOoCh, OBITT HEe B COCTOSTHHH OOJIbIIIe COEPXKHNBATHL U3YMJIEHHE B
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CBOEM T0JIoCe. — ITO OJHA U3 TeX UCTOPUM, KOTOPbIE HACTOIHPKO HEBEPOSITHRI, YTO MOTYT OKa3aThCs
IpaBaoi. f ©Melo B BUAY: 9TO He TaK IMPOCTO MPUAYMaTh, €C/H Thl, KOHEYHO, HE CTOJIb BEIAAIOIIANUCS
cTparer, Kak dMunuo Puoc.

— Jla yX&, OH BBIJAIOLIUANCS. ..
®unumnr, coBceM He oOpallasi BEUMaHUS Ha UPOHUIO B €€ TOJI0Ce, TPOAOJIXKUJI ITO3APaBIISTh €e:

— Twl mopBITPana eMy U IpeKpacHo CIIpaBUiach C 3afadeii. Tak 4To g 6rmarogapeH Tebe, ManeHbKas
cectpeHka. Ecimu mogymaTth 00 3TOM XOPOIIEHLKO, THl U DMUIIHO... DTa upges He 0€3yMHEHN, YeM g U
PozanHa. Ho s mo6i0 ee, MeraH, s1 HedCTBUTEIIBHO J1100II0 ee!

Meras 3akpblia I'1a3a ¥ nogymana: «Hapgerocs, 4yTo HeT!» OHa COBCeM He XOTeja BUpeTh dumnumnmna
pa30UTHIM cepaLeM. A el OMUIIMO PEIIny BEPHYTh CBOIO OBIBILIYIO KEHY, TO 3TO ObUI0 HEN30EeXKHO.
OMUINO He IIOTEPIIUT IPENATCTBUM Ha CBOEM Iy TH.

Y ee 6paTa MHOT0 ITOJIOKUTENLHEIX KauecTB. OH OBUI ClTaBHEIM apHeM. Ho Kakas [JeBYyIIKa, CKaXkUTe
Ha MUJIOCTb, BEIOMPAs MEXKY «CIaBHLIM ITapHEM» U DMUIIKMO, BEIOEPET «CIIaBHOTO IapHSI»?

— 4 v He mopmo3peBasa, — Npu3Hanach Merad. — Ho 4ero s geiCTBUTENIBHO He TIOHKUMAal0, TakK 3TO
TI04YeMy THl Bo0O1Ie 06paTHICs K IMUITHO?

— ITO ¥ BIPSIMb HEMHOTO CTPAHHO. ¢ He OB YBEPEH, YTO OH MOXKET ITIOMOYb. [lyMasi, MOXeT, OHU
IOTOBOPSIT... Hy, 3Hael s, 4ToOk pacCTaBUTh BCe TOUKHU Hapl «i». Ho TH 3Haelb IMUIINO, OH HUKOTTIa
He TTOABOOUT, He Tak u? Po3aHHa y0exkeHa, UTO BH [lapa, ¥ 3TO — eAUHCTBEHHOE, YTO UMeeT
3HaueHue. B, BUAKMMO, pa3birpajiv TaM Iefyio clieHy. XoTes OBl g Ha 9TO TOCMOTPETH!

— O, THI OBIJI €MUHCTBEHHEIM Y€JI0BEKOM, KTO 3TOT'0 He BUOeEl.

— ITo cnoBam Po3aHHEI, BEI B3TJIsiia HE MOTJIU IPYT OT ApYyra OTOpBaTh. « BB B CBOEM COOCTBEHHOM
Mupe» — Tak OHa CKa3ana, — nponuTtuposan dumnumnm. — Eie oHa cka3ana, 4TO, €CIU 3aAyMaThCs,
BCe o4eBUOHO. OHa yMaeT, YTO BH IBOe — IIPOCTO BI00IeHHas napoydka. M Temeps Po3aHa HakoHeI]
CMOKET OCTaBUTh CBOM Gpak B mpolyioM. Ternepb OHa AyMaeT, YTO IMHUIIUO CYACTNIUB. B mobom
ciy4ae criacu6o u go Bctpeuu! 4 mam Tebe 3HaTh, KakK UAYT fHeia. [I03BOHI0 OMUIINO, MHE HYKHO
m006J1aroJapuTh U €To.

— He HyX)kHO yTpyXKaaTbcs, ®us, — cka3ana MeraH, 0KUBUBIIUCh, — OH Kak pa3 psApoM. [Tomoxnu
CEKyH[y, 51 HaM eMy TPYyOKy.

OMMIMO KaK pa3 3aKaHYMBaJl HAMOMHATh (QyXKEePH IIaMIIaHCKUM U COOMPAJICS OTHECTH UX B BAHHYIO
KOMHATy, KOTfla YCJIBIIIal, KaK OTKphUIach ABepb. C 60KasoM B pyKe OH pPa3BepHYJICS U YBUET, KaK B
KOMHATy Bolyia MeraH c TenedOHOM, IPUKATHIM K yXY.

OHa He OTBeTHJIa Ha ero ynuoOKy. He Hy»KHO Ob1J10 00/1agaTh XOPOIIed HHTYUIIMeH, YTOOH IIOHSATh:
MeraH 4eM-TO HeI0oBOJIbHA. YTO Ke MOTJIO IPOU30UTH B 9TH HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, ITI0Ka ero He OblI0?
Xots 3amymarcs 00 3TOM OMUIMO BCEro Ha CEKYHIy — BCe er0 BHUMaHue OBIJI0 COCPEeJOTOYEeHO Ha
TOM, KaK CeKCyaJIbHO CMOTpejiach MeraH B po30BOM 0IOCTTrajibTepe U TaKuX K€ MUHUATIOPHBIX
IIEJIKOBBIX TPYCUKaX, OTOEeTaHHBIX KPYy2KEBOM.

B ropre mepecoxiio, Bce ero Tejo Hampsariock. OH BO30YKIEHHO CITEOUIT 3a €€ IBUKEeHUSIMH.
Kax[eiii ee THEBHEIH IIAT 3aCTABJIS IIOIHYIO TPYAb IIOKAYHUBATHCS IO II€JIKOBOM TKAHBIO.
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BeposiTHO, KoTa MeraH HafieBa/la 9TOT KOMIIJIEKT, OHA €lrle He ycliella BO3HeHaBUIETh er0. A MOXKeT,
ee IeJTb — MOBECTH eT0 40 CePAeYHOro mpucTymna? X0oTs cedyac OHa BHITJIsAENa TaK, CTIOBHO
3agyMara XeCcToKoe yOUiCTBoO...

Borins B KOMHATY, OHa Harpaguia OMUIINO XOJIOOHBIM 1 OTCTPAHEHHBIM B3T'JIAO0M.

MeraH ocTaHOBUJIACH B ITOJTIyMeTpe OT Hero. KaxeTcs, oHa BCe ellle CIymIaja, 4YTO el TOBOPUTIH B
TPYOKY.

OMunmo OTKPOBEHHO 3a/11000BaJICsSI BOCXUTUTEILHEIMU U3rubaMu ee Tesa.

— ThI 3HAeb, Kak 3¢h(GHEKTHO MOSBUTLCS, — THXO0 IIPOU3HEC OH C BOCXHUIIEHWEeM. MeraH CTHCHYIa
3y0bl. Ee Temo He MOTJIO He pearupoBaTh Ha €ro rojoc. — Ecnu 3To TBOM HapsM K YKUHY, HyMalo,
HaM JIy4Ille 3aKa3aTh ey Ha JOM.

TomnbKo cefiuac MeraH MMOHsJIA: OHA TaK CUJIBHO XOTeJIa TOCKOPee MPOBECTH OYHYIO CTABKY, YTO
coBepIIEeHHO 3abbia 06 omexke.

OHa npuKpEUTa PyKo# TenedoHHYIO TPYOKY.

— 4 He ronopmHa! — pe3ko ckazana MeraH. — [IpryeM He HYXKOalOCh HU B efie, HA B Tebe, —
nocremuna fo6aBUTh OHA Ha TOT ClIy4al, eClH Y HEr0 0CTaBaIUCh KaKue-TO COMHEHUS., —
EnuHCcTBEHHAas Belllb, KOTOPYIO ClIeAyeT 3aKa3aTh, — 9T0 Takcu! CIpocu ero cam.

Kak pgorapmancs OMumnmo, nociegHss pelivKa, KOTOPYyo OHa ITpophyaa, pegHa3Hadanach
4yeJI0BEKy, C KOTOPEIM OHa pa3roBapuBaa o TenedoHy. IMUNKO XKe OHa Iofapuiia ClallaByio
yNbIOKY ¥ 0€3 mpeaynpeXaeHus MIBEIPHYa TPYOKY.

OMUIMNO ymanoch mouMath TenedoH cBOGOMHON PYKOM, TOJIBKO HEMHOTO PaCIJIeCKaB IIaMIIaHCKOe.
— Xopotast peaknusi, — BOCXUTHIIACh OHA, B3SB U3 €r0 pyKu OoKaJl.

CMoTps eMy B r71a3a, MeraH caesnaja 60IbIIoi IIOTOK, BEITEPIa I'yOsl 06paTHOM CTOPOHOM JTafIOHH,
KPYTO pa3BepHYyJach U HAlpaBUIACh B CTOPOHY BaHHOM, OOPSICH C KeJlaHueM mo6eKaTh.

[Tepen TeM Kak MCYE3HYTH 3a IBEPHI0, OHAa KPUKHYIIa Yepe3 II1eyo:

— W mpekpaTu MAMUTHCS Ha MO0 3aHUILY!

OMUNINO XPUTITIO 3aCMESTICS:

— TIpu3sHaiics, ecnu OHI 5T IEPECTaT «IISTUTHCS», THI OBl COYTIAa 9TO 3a OCKOPOIeHHE.
Ero ynpiOka moMepKiIa, KOra OHa I'POMKO XJIOIIHYJIa IBEPhIO.

Corurypus riasa, IMUINO CTaJl Ppa3MBIIUIATE. ECTIM OH BBIOACT BCe CBOM HaMEPEHUS, 3TO MOXKET
OTIYTHYTHh MeraH. XOTsI, C IPYTO# CTOPOHEI, CTOMUJIO PUCKHYTE. IToCyie TOro KaK OH MOTPaTHIT
BIIYCTYIO OBa rofa, OH OoJble He cOOMpacs XKaaTh HU MUHYTHI!

OH nopHec TenedoH K yXy:

— Ha, ®unun, 3To 4. [Ja, 0Ha TakK U cKa3aja: «3aJHuIa».
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CroycTs nsaTh MUHYT OMUJIKAO BOIIeN B BaHHYI0. OH 3acTtay MeraH, CTOAIIyI0 y 3epKasia Haf
PaKOBUHOMU. 3aKO0JIKa, KOTOPOU OHA IIbITalach 3aKPEIuUTh BOJIOCH Ha 3aThlJIKe, COCKOJIb3HYIIa C ee
IIeJIKOBUCTHIX NIpsifiel U ynaja Ha MOJL.

OHa mopHsa ee U MPOJOJIXKKUIIa 3aHUMATLCS BOJIOCAMU, PEILINB UTHOPUPOBATh €ro MpucyrcTaue. Ho
YTO JIETKO IIPOUTPHIBATIOCh B BOOOpaXkeHUH, Ha IIPaKTUKe 0Ka3al0Ch OYeHb TPYOHO BHITIOTHUT.

CI10XHO UTHOPUPOBATH CTO AEBIHOCTO CAHTAUMETPOB CILIOLIHBIX MYCKYJIOB, MOIIH U
MY2KECTBEHHOCTH. 3apsf CEeKCyaJlbHOM SHEPTruy, UCXOOUBILEN 0T OMUIINO, TYT Ke IIepeceK KOMHATy
1 OKa3zaJics 0Kojio MeraH. Jlerde 65110 65l UTHOPUPOBATh KUPIUYHYIO CTEHY.

OHa c o6yeryeHreM ycCbllana, Kak OH HapyIUIUI HalpsIKeHHYI0 TULIUHY:
— [lo kpaiiHe Mepe, TH He 3arepiia OBepb.

Ho K coxasieHuro, OHa yxe ycIesna ofeTbCss. EMy ObIJI0 HHTEPEeCHO, HafeThl TX Ha HEH Te PO30BHIE
BEITUYKU?

Yepes nieyo MeraH KMHYJIa Ha HETO MPAYHBIHA B3TJISAM U, K CBOEMY YOUBIEHUI0, 0OHAPYXKUIIA, YTO OH
CTOUT KaK HU B 4YeM He ObIBaJIO, MPUCIIOHUBIINCE IMMPOKOY CIIMHOM K CTeHe. [ToxoxkKe, faxke U3
YYBCTBA BEXKJIMBOCTU IMUIIHO HE COOUPAIICS BHITTISIOETh BUHOBATHIM.

— TONBKO IOTOMY, YTO TaM HeT 3aMKa.

BBICYHYB SI3BIK ¥ 3aKaB €r0 MexXay 3y0aMu, OHa, HaKOHEIl, CMOTI'/Ia 3aKPENUTh HECUYACTHYIO 3aKOJIKY B
BOJIOCax. 3aTeM, TpuyMdanabHO XMBIKHYB, OHA Pa3BEPHYIACh U C BHICOKOMEPHBIM IIpe3peHreM
IIOCMOTpeJIa eMY B I'Jla3a:

— Mor 681 u TOCTYy4aTh!
Takoe moxejgaHue BHI3BAJIO Y OMHUJINO CMEX.
— Iymaro, B 3TOM He ObIJI0 HEOOXOIUMOCTH.

— KoneuHo, Befib IMUIH0 PHoC He IOTUYMHSAETCS OOBIYHBEIM HOPMaM IIPUIHYHUS, IPHHSITHIM B
ob11ecTse.

BmecTo Toro 4TOOB OTBETUTH Ha €€ HaCMEIIJTMBYIO ITPOBOKAIUI0, IMHUIIUO 3aTOBOPHUII O APYTOM:
— TBos 1Iest c3agu 0YEHb CeKCyasbHa. TH 3HaMa 00 9TOM?

MeraH, HeHaBUA ce0s 3a TO, YTO OTpearupoBajia Ha ero KOMMEHTapui, PpaBHOAYIIHO XMBIKHYIa 1
TIOJHSJIa PYKY, TPUKPHIBasS LIEO:

— M5 TOBOPUM HE 0 MO€H IIIee.

— Ho st roBopio uMeHHO 0 Hel. — OH MOPTHYJI ¥ TOMOTAJ T'0JI0OBOM, KakK OYITO XOTEJI OTHEeNIaThCsA OT
KaKUX-TO MBICJIEH. — M3BUHH, UTO 3aCTaBUI TeOS XKOATh.

— He nbctu cebe, — Bo3pasuia OHa, B ee IJIa3ax ropeia Bpaxme6HOCTh, — 5 U He XKiasa.

OMUINO OTPearupoBasl Ha ee CEPAUTHINA OTBET, CapKaCTUYECKU IIPUIIOOHSB OOHY OPOBb, U
IIPOOJIKMII, KaK OyATO OHA U He IIpephiBajia ero:
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— Ho 4T0068I 00BSCHUTE TBOEMY OpaTy, YTO Thl HAXOOUIILCS 3[E€Ch, HYKHO OBLIIO...
— IIposaBuTth TAKT?

— Tepnenue.

KoTtopoe y 9Mumnuo onpeneneHso KOHYUIIOCh.

YcnokauBas ®ununmna, OH OTKPBIT AJist cebs mapy HeOCTIOPUMEIX (aKTOB. Bo-TIepBEIX, BCE 3TO
npejacTaBieHre ee OpaTa, IKOOL 3a60TUBIIET0CS 0 6JIAarOIONTyYUH CECTPHI, IIOPSIAKOM
TIPUIIO3IHUIIOCE, XOTh ¥ OBIJIO TPOTaTeIbHEIM. BO-BTOPEIX, OH M TaK 3HAJI, YTO MeraH He IT0X0Xa Ha
IIeBYIIIEK, C KOTOPHIMU OH OOBIYHO BCTPeYascs. A Ha BOIIPOC, YTO OHA feJlaeT B eT0 KBapTHUpE,
Omunno oTBeTHN OUIUIITY, YTO 3TO HE ero cofayube [Ieso.

— Tebe crnepmoBano Obl IPeNyNPEIUTh MEHS: MHE HE CTOUJIO YIIOMHUHATh, YTO MEXKAY HaMu ObITT CEKC.
OH ynuBIEHHO OTHSI OPOBH.

— A THI CKa3aja? — CIPOCUIT DMUINO0 OOIBIE C MHTEPECOM, YeM C TPEBOTOM. — ITO HE OOHA U3 TeX
Bellleld, KOTOPHIMHU XOTEJI0Ch ObI TT0XBACTATHCS.

MeraH B3si71a paCY€CKy CO CTEKJITHHOW IOJIKY Hall PaKOBUHOW U KMHYJIA €€ B CYyMKY:
— He m065m0 XBacTaThCs CBOMMHM omuOKaMu. YepT 3HAET, 3a4eM 51 Booo1e. ..
— INepecnana co MmHOM? [Togapuiia cBOI0 HEBUHHOCTL? MbI 06a 3HaeM mmoueMy, MeraH.

MeraH omycTua ria3a. 9Ta TeMa Oblla He TOM, KOTOPYIO MOXKHO 00cyxmaaTh. [1o KpaiiHel Mepe, He
ceryac, ecii OHa X04eT COXPAHUTh OCTATKU CBOETO JIOCTOMHCTBA.

— Bpsp mu, — npoBopyana MeraH, — ®@uuumnm xoTes, YTOOH TH 3alllefT TaK JajieKo U 3aHSJICS CO
MHOM CceKCOM. M 9TO JIUIIIh TOJBKO C OJHOM 11eJIbI0: ITIOMOYb eMy C JT1000BbI0 BCelt ero xku3nu! boxe!
— BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa C OTBpalleHueM. — [Ipousomiefiiee uMeeT X0Th KaKoe-HUOYIb OTHOIIIEHKE KO
MHe? — clpocuiia MeraH, TSKeJjo0 ObIlIa.

— Yro? O, KoHe4HO HeT. Bce BpeMsi, T0OKa MBI 3aHUMAJIKCh JII000BbIO, S IyMasl 0 TBoeM OpaTe! —
npousHec IMunno. OH MoKadaJs rojioBOM, 3allyCTUJI PYKY B CBOU TEMHEIE BOJIOCHL ¥ BOCK/IUKHYI: — O
YyeM Thl TOBOPHIIh, XKEHIITNHA?

— Ho Benpb TH X0Ten 3acTaBUTh Po3aHHY PEBHOBAThH, XOTEJI PACCTPOUTD UX cBagbby ¢ Oununmnom! — C
TOYKHY 3peHus1 MeraH, 3To Ovlna O€CIIPOUTPHIIIHASA CUTYallHs.

— OOBsICHH, KaK TOT (DaKT, YTO 5 Iepecrian ¢ ToO0M, TOMOXKET MHE MOCTHUYb ITUX LeNen? — MU0
cOesa 1miar K Hell.

— 9T0 abCOIOTHO 0YEBUAHO!

Korpa ux rima3a BCTpeTUIUCH B 3epKasie, Meras noHsia: OMUINO0 B SPOCTH.

— ToI oTpuItaents, 9To OUIKUIII IOMPOCUTT TeOe TOMOYL B OTHOIIEHUSX ¢ PO3aHHOM?
— A Te1? OTpuIaensb, YTO yMOJIsgia MeHsI 3aHIThCS C TO0OM JTI000BbI0?

Meran nopzxasa ryosl ¥ IOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero:
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— HpI/IHTHO OCO3HaBaTh, YTO B MO€EM CJIy4dae 3TO OBITIO KECTOM 6J'Ial"OTBOpI/ITeJ'IbHOCTI/I.

— O Her, TBOU ciy4ailt — He 60ee 4eM BbI30B. KctaTu, Qununn npuriacui Hac Ha yKuH. A
0TKasascs OT Julla Hac 000UX.

— He HyXHO HUYero fienaTh OT MOETo uiial

— A THI X04Yellb TIOMTU Ha YKUH K Po3aHHe 1 Qununmy?
— Ha camoM pesne OH XKe He Ipurialian Hac, IpaBaa’?
— Her, He npurnammai.

MeraH HEOBOIBHO PEIPKHYIA X TaK PE3K0O OTBEPHYJIACh, YTO U3 €€ BOJIOC BBICKOYHMIIA 3aKOJIKA.
OMUINO HaTrHYJICS, IOTHSAJ ee U IPOTAHYI Meras.

— KpacuBasi, — npou3Hec OH, JOTPOHYBUIUCH IIOAYIIEUKOH OOJIBIIOTO Maiblla 10 aHTUKBaPHOU
YepernaxoBOr 3aKONIKH.

MeraH monsITanach IpuaaTh CBOEMY JIAIY CTPOTOE BEIPaKeHMUeE.
— OHa MHe TOXe HpaBUTCSI, — CKa3aja MeraH u nopymana: «Ho He Tak CUJIbHO, KaK TBOU I'yOBI».

Ha ero nuiie mosiBuIach ynibi0Ka, a B3TJISAH IPOAOJIKaI H3y4YaTh HUCIAJAOIINN BOMOMA] MITKHX
TEMHBIX BOJIOC, 00PaMIISIOIINX ee JIUIIO.

— Ho ona He Takasg KpacuBas, Kak 3T0... — OH IPOTSAHYJI K HEN PYKY.

Ero nnuHHBIE TATBITBI y6pam/1 C ee I'jia3 6J'IeCTHIHy'IO TIIPpAOKY BOJIOC. CmoBHO 3HeKTqueCKHﬂ 3apdan
IIPOH3HUIJI €€ TeJIO.

— 41 6onbire m00/110, KOTIa TBOM BOJIOCH PACIYIIEHH, — IMIPU3HAJICSI DMUINO, BCIIOMUHAS, KaK OHU
BBITJISIIEN TN YTPOM, Pa3MeTaBIINeCs 110 MOAYIIKe BOKPYT HEXKHOTO JIHUIIA.

BcmomMHUI 0H ¥ Kak 3aPEIBAJICA B HUX, CJIOBHO BHOBE OINYIMad IIMTEJIKOBLIE IIPAON Ha CBOEM KOXKe,
Korga Meras CKJIOHSAJIaCh HAQ HUM...

I'IYBCTBY?I, YTO KOHTPOJIb Hal MHCTUHKTAMHM YCKOJIE3a€T OT HETO, SMUJIMO IIOMBITAICS IIPOTHATh U3
T'OJIOBEI HOJIO6HBI€ MEICJIH, HO HE CMOT YCTOSATH, YTOOHI HE OJOTPOHYTLECA OO €€ BOJIOC eIlle pas3.

MeraHn oTCTymnuna Ha3ap.

— Hy, 3HauuT, Bce, — CKa3aja OHa, TOBBICUB T'0JIOC.

MeraHn 6blta 671M3Ka K TOMY, YTOOBI pacIiakaThCs.

WTak, Temneps oHa 3Hasna o Po3anHe u Ounumnme. 3Hajaa ¥ 0 TOM, YTO B a9POIOPTY IMUIHO IMOIET0Ba
ee TOJIbKO IJIs1 TOoro, 4ToOh Po3aHHa yBHUIea 3To.

— 3Haelb, MHE He HPaBUTCS, KOT{la MeHS MCIIONIb3YI0T. Kak TH AyMaelllb, YTO S YyBCTBOBaja, KOraa
Moit Gparel] 61aromapua MeHs 3a OTINYHYI0 aKTEePCKYI0 UT'PY IIPU BOIJIOMIEHUY TBOEH
3ameuaTenbHON upen? OH Ha3Bajl MeHS YMHUYKOM!
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Ha ero nuiie mosiBUIOCh ofo6ue yab0Ky.
— Ja, moxoxke Ha ®unuima.

OHa BHMMATENBHO IIOCMOTpPENa Ha Hero:
— TrI COBCEM He UyBCTBYelllb BUHY?

— A 3a 4TO KOHKPETHO MHe YyBCTBOBaTh BUHY, Meran? — Ha ero nulle mosiBuach ouKas ynbi0OKa,
CeKCyasibHas U OnacHas.

— Trw1 mpocTo HeBeIHOCHM! — Ero meHuBast mo3a ere O60bIne IpuBoaniIia MeraH B SPoCThb. «Y 9TOT0
YyeJ0BeKa HET HU CThIla, HU COBECTHU», — PeIlnya OHa, Kayas roj0BoM. — THI laKe UMeEeIb HarjloCTh
ellle ¥ ClipamuBaTh 00 3TOM! — BOCKIMKHYJIa OHa THEBHO. — A BOT ®ununim cyuTtaeT Te0s OTIUYHBIM
mapHeM. — OHa BHOBb IT0Kaydajia T0JI0BOM U IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha IMUINO0 C TOPbKOM YCMEIIKOM.

OMUNINO CKPeCTU/I PyKU Ha I'PyOH, U3ydas ee pasropsiueHHoe nuio. OHa 4To, cobupaeTcs
3aIIakaTh?

B ouepenHOY pa3 IMUINO NPOKJIAA 3BOHOK OUunna, IOCTYNIUBIINY TaK HE BOBPEMS.
— A THI TaK He CUHUTAEIL?

— 4d? — nepecnpocuna MeraH, crpe6asi pyko# B CyMKy Habop CBOel KOCMETHKH, C ITIOMOIIIbIO
KOTOPOT'0 OHA COBCEM HeJaBHO IIpUXOpPaINBaiach, YTOOR TOHPABUTHCS €MY.

— ThI cuuTaens MeHsI OTIUYHEIM ITapHEM?

OHa ycTaBuIaCh Ha OMHUIIHO, YYBCTBYSI OECIIOMOIIHOCTD M3-3a JKeJIaHWsI, KOTOPOe BHOBh HABaJIUJIOCh
Ha Hee, ¥ IIpoBopYaa:

— 4 mymaro, THl 3TOMCTUYHASA KpbIca, KOTOPas JIIOOUT yIpaBIsaTh TIOObMHU!
— Oro! I'oBopH, YTO TH AyMaelb 000 MHE Ha CaMOM fieJle, — MeMJIEHHO ITPOU3HEC OH.

— Kak O0ynTo Tebst 3a00THT TO, 4TO 5 0 TeOe mymaro. TeOst BooOIme He BOIHYET, KTO U YTO 0 Tebe
aymaer!

PanbIrte 310 O6BUIO IPaBHoi. [la U ceyac Toxe, MyCTh ¥ B MEHbIIEHN CTEIIeHU. IMUTNO0 HUKOTIa He
crapa’scs, 4ToObl 0 HEM IyMa/H TOJIbKO xopoliee. EMy He HYyKHO ObIs10, YTOOH Bce ero obunu. U
ceiiyac eMy He HYKHO OBIIO Ybe-TO YyxKoe 0go0peHue UiH 1000Bb.

Kpome ogHOro 4yenosexa...
— ¢ mymaro, 4TO THI XOJIOMHBIHM, PACYETIUBEIN U OeccepaedHbIi!
Ero TemHBbIe r11a3a 3aropenuch OIaCHLIM OTHEM.

— OtnuyHbM HAOOp ompeneneHuil, — nMpu3Ha oH. — Ho He ocTaHaBnuBaiics. MHe TOIBKO HaUMHAET
CTAHOBUTHCS MHTEPECHO. MTaK, TOYeMy ke S... PaCYEeTIUBHIN?

— Tl OTIIPABUIICS B @3POIOPT BCTPETUTh PO3aHHY U MOIeI0BaI MEeHS TaM y Hee Ha ria3ax!

<<HpI/ITBOpHHCb, 6YJ1TO SABIIAEINLCA OPYTOM ®unurna, TH BCe 3TO BpeMs IIBITAJICA OTOOBUHYTE €T0 Ha
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BTOPOM IIJIaH».

— BepHo, HO TONIBKO KakK S MOTY OBITH PaCUeT/IMBLEIM, €CJIM He 3HaJI, YTO THl OKaXkKelbcs TaMm? YTo
eme? beCIpUHLUITHBIN?

— TvI TPEKpacHO 3Haellb, YTO 5 UMeI0 B BUAY, — IIPOBOpYAsIa OHa.
OH coulypun rjla3a 4 MpUHSJICS U3ydaTh ee paccepkKeHHOe JIUILIO.

9TOT 3aTAHYBIINN OCMOTP 3acTaBuUll MeraH 1o4yBCTBOBaTh ce0s He B CBoeil Tapenke. U yem cunbHee
B HEl BO3pacTajio 3TO YyBCTBO, 4eM OOJIbIle OHa XMyPUJIach.

«Ecmnu g He OyAy OCTOpPOXKHA, IPUAETCS U3BUHATHLCS YKe MHE, a He eMy», — IofyMaJia OHa MpPayHo.

He To 4TOOH OHa XOTh Ha CEKYHAY ITOBEPHUIA B TO, YTO DMUIINO U3BUHUTCS nepen Heit. Ho mo
KpaliHel Mepe, y Hero JOJIXKHO OBITh My2KeCTBO ITPHU3HATh: KOe B YEM OH He ITIpasB.

— ComMHeBaloch, 6yITO TH caMa 3Haelllb, YTO UMeellb B BUAY. Ho s mOomKeH IPU3HATh: BRITISTUIID TH
IOCTaTOYHO MHUJION, C 9TUMHU HAJyTHIMU I'yOKaMH. ..

OHa THEBHO BHINSITHIIA TPYMb:
— 41 He HagyBaio ryos!

Ha ero nuire nmossBunach IIPOBOKAIIMOHHAA YXMEIJIKA, KOT'Id OH IIOIIPABHUII CBOE IIPEAbIOYyIITEe
3aMevdaHue:

— MoxXeT, He «JOCTaTOYHO MUJIOH», @ «0YeHb MHUJION».
MeraHn XMHIKHYJIa ¥ He KJTIOHYJIa Ha 9Ty OYEBUOHYIO YIIOBKY:

— T®I UCIIONIB30BAJI MEHSI, YTOORI BEPHYTH P03aHHy'! A Oununn B006H_Ie He II0O03PeBaeT, 4YTO ThI
X0o4dellb €ee BEPHYTh. A MOXKeT, IIPOCTO XOYeIllb, yTOOBI TBOSI OBIBIIIAS XKEHa He JOoCTaJIaCh eMY?

— Twl HUKOTIa HE MHITaJach MUCATh POMaHH? Y Tebs xopoias GaHTa3us.
MeraH OTKpHITO IPOUTHOPUPOBAJa €ro IOMBITKY CMEHUTh TEMY Pa3roBopa:

— QUIUIN CYUTAET: TH X04elllb, YTOOB OHHU ¢ Po3aHHOI ObLIK cyacTIuBH. OH maxe He
[OTabIBAETCS, YTO Y TeOsT eCTh COOCTBEHHBIE CKPHITHIE MOTUBHI ¥ XKEJIaHHUS.

— A THI, cTajo OBITh, MOTAALIBACIILCT?

[TocnenHsist TyCKJas Hafiexkaa MeraH, 4To OHa omIu0Iack, yIeTy4uaach. IMUIINO faxke He
MIOMBITAJICS OTPHUIIATh e OOBUHEHMUSI.

— HecMmoTps Ha TOT akKT, YTO TH 3IECh CO MHOK?
— O, 3T0O MOXKEeT 04eHb OBLICTPO U3MEHHUThHCS.
«Tak moyemy THI BCe ellle 30eCh?»

— Owununn npas. 1 xoten Ob BUAeTh Po3aHHY cyacTauBOM. — IIpaBma, IMumuo0 ObIT He YBEPEH,
IIPABUJIBHOT'O JIM MyKYKUHY OHa BeIOpasia OJIsi CHaCThs.
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— U THI cunuTaelb, UYTO BOCCOEeMUHEeHNe C TOOOM CIesiaeT ee CUaCTINBOU?

— Co mHoM Po3aHHa He OBIJIa CYACT/IMBA. — DMUJIMO BUHUII ce0s 3a TO, YTO HEe 0CO3HAJI 3TOr0
pansIne. — IIpuyeMm cTana ellle HecyacTHee, KOTla IOHsIa, YTo...

— TloHsna, 94TO TH PELINI IIepeciaTh CO BCel XKeHCKOU M0JTI0BUHOM EBpOIBI! — pe3Ko mpepBana ero
MeraH.

MyCKyJEl Ha €T0 Xy[OM JIMIle APOTHYJIH, ¥ OH MEIJIEHHO ITPOU3HEC:

— 3JTO He TO, UTO 5 coOupascs cKa3aTh.

CnumkoM 37as, 4ToOBl YIIOBUTE IPEOyINpekaeHre B ero roioce, Meran yCMexXHyJach:

— Iymato, TH coOupascs cKka3aTh, 4To OyAellh BepeH ell.

OMUINO B3TOXHYI:

— 3akoHuuna?

Korma MeraH B3rIsiHyJa B €T0 T7la3a, B Hel BAPYT TPOMETBKHYJIO YYBCTBO HEOOBSICHUMOM BUHHI.
«3JTO OH JOJIKEeH OB YyYBCTBOBAThH BUHY, — HallOMHUJA OHa cebe. — U Bce, 4TO 5 cKa3asa, OBII0
IIpaBHOU».

I'maBa 15

OMUINO B3TJISHYJII B I'/la3a MeraH U TBEPHO IPOU3HEC:
— Hukorpa. Hukorpa s He u3MeHs1 Po3anse.

— KoneuHo u3mensn! — MeraH Haydasa ObIJT0 BO3paXkKaTh, HO TyT XKe 3aMOJIK/a. B ee rimasax
IIPOMEINIBKHYJIO 3aMellaTeaIbCTBO. — TH... Cephe3H0? — M Korfa OH OTPHIBUCTO KMBHYI B 3HAK
TIOAITBEPKOEHUS, PAaCTEPSHHO clipocuia: — Ho... eciu HUKaKOM IPYToM KeHIIUHEL He OBII0, ToYeMy
BHI PACCTaUCh?

OMUINO JOJNT0 U 3aAyMYKBO U3y4all ee JIUIIO0, IIPek/e YeM OTBETHUTbD.

«JIoTMYHO NH, — AyMaJll OH, — OXKHJIaTh, YTO OHA IMOAyMaeT 000 MHe camoe xyninee? Henmb3s nu X0Ts
OB TPE/IIIONIOKUTE, YUTO 5T MOTY OBITH IIOPSIOYHEIM YenoBekoM? Hy X0Th pa3?»

— KoneuHo, 51 Hax0Xky 3a06aBHEIM TOT (aKT, YTO MEHS CUUTAIOT HEKUM 3JIBIM TeHUEM, KOTOPBIN
BBIHAIIMBAET Pa3/IMyHbIe [IbSIBOIbCKUE IIJIaHbl ¥ 3aCTaBISET APYTUX JTIOfeH IIscaTh IO CBOIO
OyOKy... — Ha4as OH.

— O HerT, TH CaMBIY HEBUHHBIN U3 NMofei! — ynbibHynack MeraHn u mopymarna: «M Mexnay mpouuMm, He
OTBETHUII HA MOM BOIIPOC».

— Her, MeraH, 310 THl HeBUHHAsA. TH 4TO, NIpaBfa MOXKeEIIb XOTh HA CEKYHAY II0OBEPUTH: 5 IIOLEeJI0Bal
Te0s1 B a9pONOPTY, YTOOBI 3aCTABUTh PEBHOBATH CBOIO OBIBIIYIO XKeHY? My 4TOOH OMelIaTh TBOEMY
Opaty? {1 abCOMOTHO TaK Xe He IIJIaHUPOBal BCTPETUTH Te0sI B TOM a3pOIOpPTy, KakK U TH He
IJITaHUPOBAsa, 4To MOIeJyellb MeHsI B OTBET. MBI COBEPILUIN 3TH IOCTYIIKY, IOTOMY 4YTO... MHE
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IIpaBOa Hago BCe pa3}KeBbIBaTB? MEI TOJIBKO 4TO IIPOBEJIN I_IeJ'IBII;I OEHb B IIOCTEJIN, X1 Y HAC OBIJT CAMBIi
HeBepOHTHHﬂ cekc. B Moel KHM3HU TaKoe BIIEPBEIE.

KoneuHo, 9T0 OBlna Bcero nuillh Gpurypa peun. Ho y MeraH Bce paBHO II€peXBATHIIO IbIXaHUE, U el
IIPUIIIIOCH YXBATUTHCS 3a MOJIKY, TaK €e KOJeHU MMOOKOCUIUCh. Bo30yxKIeHne HaxXIBIHYJIO Ha Hee, Kak
IIOTOK, ¥ ITPe06pPa3uniock B PEKY ropsiuero, MUKOI0 KeJaHus.

— XOTs B TBOEM XKU3HU 3TO, CKOpee, OBLIT €IMHCTBEHHBIA CEKC, — IIPpU3HAI SOMUIHO.

OH ocyxkman caMoro cebsi. Bech 0OH He TONTBKO He coxaJjiena 00 3TOM YIUBUTEILHOM OTKPBITUH, HO U
YYBCTBOBAJ MHCTUHKTHBHOE, JKUBOTHOE, COOCTBEHHMYECKOE YIOBOJILCTBHE, KOTIa AyMaJsl: OH IepPBhIH
¥ eIUHCTBEHHEIH J1I000BHUK MeraH.

Heyxemnu 3T0 memano ero abCoMOTHEIM ITIOOHKOM?
— Ho TBI He MOXKEIIlb CKa3aTh, YTO ITO... YTO S HE IEPEBEPHY TBOH MHUP XOTh UYTh-UYTh...

MeraH ycTaBUIach Ha HET0 ¥ MOJI4a IMoKavaja ronoBoii. CerogHAMIHNY TeHb N3MEHUI €€ XKU3Hb U ee
camy HaBcerpma. Temeps OHa 3HaJIa, YTO 3HAYMT JTIIOOUTh MyK4YUHY. M MyCcTh IMUTTHO HE TOBOPHUII O
m00BH, OH OBLI IIPaB: €e MUP IIePEeBEPHYIICH.

BckuHyB 1on60pogoK, OMUIKMO C BEI30BOM ITIOCMOTPET Ha Hee:

— THI HE MOXKEIIIb CMOTPETh Ha MeHs 0e3 XKeJlaHus COPBaTh C MEHS ofleXay. Thl IPOKMIIE, KOTOA S
KacarocCh Te0d.

OMUKO XK[al OT Hee 0TBeTa, HO MeraH He MOTJIa CKa3aTh HU cioBa. OHa Oblsla IIeperojineHa
9MOLUAMHU.

Korpga cTtano MoHATHO, YTO OHA HE C06I/IpaeTCf{ OTBEYATh Ha €T0 BHI30B, IMUIIHO B3OOXHYII:

— Jla, 1 moexas B a3ponopT ¢ HaMepeHueM IoroBopuTts ¢ Po3annou. Ho g He cornamancs
CTQHOBUTHCS CBOOHUKOM Ijisl Qumnumnia. OgHAKO, — NMPU3HAJICI OMUIN0, — KOTHa MBI TOBOPUIN
BYEpa, g YCTymua eMy. MHe IOKa3ajoch, B ero cjioBax 6bl1 cMbIC. Ho B Hamem ¢ Po3aHHoM Opake
CJIy4asuch Koe-Kakue HegoMoBKU. Hamo G110 BCe BEIICHUTD.

«Hampumep, TOoT hakT, 4TO THI BCe ellle BIOOIEeH B Hee», — IoAyMasa MeraH U, He CKPEIBasi CBOET0
CKeNTHI[M3Ma, CKa3aJa:

— Kaxk 51 Bupena, Tl He 0C000 MHOT'O Pa3roBapuBal C Hell.
— IloTOMy 4TO MEHS OTBIIEKIIH...

MeraH IMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK €€ XKUBOT BHOBE CBOOHUT. 9T0 OBlNTa peaKknus ee Tejla Ha CEKCyaJIbHOe
II0ClTaHHKE B €r0 I'Jla3aX.

— YT0 XKe 0TBJIEKJIO TeOA?
OpuH yronoK ero ry6 4yTh IPUIOTHSJICS.
— ThI cama 3Haellb OTBET Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC, MeraH. Thl IOCTOSSHHO OTBJIEKaelllb MEHS.

BupHo OBLI0, 4TO €ro TepreHue Ha ucxone. C rpanuel maHTephl OH IPOLIECTBOBAT K
IIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOW CTOPOHE KOMHATHI, yIIEPCS PyKaMU B CTEHY, IPUCIIOHUJICS T00M K XOJIOTHOM

He ckpriBasi 4yBCTB 82 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

IITUTKE.
— [lau MHe cun! — IOCIEIIIANCS €r0 YYBCTBEHHBIY LIEMOT.

CeKyH[y CIIyCTS OH TIOOHSJI TOJIOBY, TJTyOOKO BIOXHYJI, U €T0 BHHMaHUE TYT XKe IePeKIII0YUIoCch Ha
Meras.

CMech KaKOK-TO UMIIYJIbCUBHOM BECEJIOCTH M HEYMOJIMMOM PEIIMMOCTH, KOTOpas IoBejieBaia UM BeCh
IeHb, TOMEPKJIa, KaK TOJIbKO OH YBU[EJI OCTOPOXKHOCTD B ee Iya3ax. CaMa MBIC/IbL O TOM, 4YTO MeraH
Mora 00sIThCSI €r0, pe3aa ero, Kak HOX.

— U3BuHU... THL...

MeraH He 3Hana, qeMy Oo7bIme YOUBJIATBCA: TOMY, 9YTO OMunmo IIPOCHUT IIPOINEHUA, UJIK TOMY, UYTO OH
He 3HaeT, KaKue CJIOBa eMy ClienoyeT CKa3aTh?

—$1 He X04y BOCKpeIIIaTh CBO# Opak, — Halllesl OH B ce0e CHUITBl TPOU3HEeCTH. — MEI pa3Benuch He
TIOTOMY, 4TO 51 u3MeHsT Po3anHe. OHa peliia Pa3BeCTUCh CO MHOM, IIOTOMY YTO TOHSIIA: 5
BITIOOMIICS B OPYTYIO OEBYIIKY.

X X X

KpoBb oTnumna ot nuiia Meras. CitoBa «BmOOUIICS B APYTYIO AEBYILIKY» COPBAIUCE C €T0 I'y0 U CJIOBHO
TIOBUCIIM B BO3OYyXE MEXKMIY HUMH.

OHa B3rJIsIHY/Ia Ha DMUINO0, KOTOPHIY He COBUHYJICS C MecTa. Ero ymu1io 66110 4eM-TO OMpadeHo, HO
yeM — IIOHATh HeBO3MOXKHO. TeMHEIe I71a3a 611ecTeny, B3I COCPeNOTOUUIICS Ha ee OIeJHOM JIHLIE.

— Teot BmtOOUICA?..

[ToyeMy MBICJIb O TaKOM BO3MOXKHOCTHU HE MPUXOOHUIIa € B TOJIOBY?

B ero oTBeTe npoMenbKHYyIa 00Ua.

— YrT0, TaK CI0XKHO MOBEPUTH? [lyMaellb, s He ciocobeH Ha Momo0HbIe YyBCTBaA?
MeraH HeJIOBKO MoXKasa Ijie4yaMu:

— KoHeuHO HeT, 4... MPoCTo... — B ropie ee mepecoxiio.

— EcTecTBeHHO, s He IJIaHKPOBAJI 3TOr0, IPOCTO TakK Ipou3ouuio... Ha camoM fmerne g 1 He gyMmar,
YTO TaKoe BO3MOXKHO. EC/i 4eCTHO, 51 0O4eHb IPEe3PUTENIbHO OTHOCHUJIICS K JIIOMSIM, KOTOPHIE
3akiodany 6pak, — IMUINO YCMEXHYIICI, — U3-3a «BPEMEHHOI0 XUMHUUeCKOoro aucbananca». JInuHO
s CYUTaN 9TO NoNMHeUmuM Oe3ymueM. — OH yIBIOHYJICS ¥ HEMHOTO TPAXHYJ OJ1€CTAMUMY TeMHBIMU
BOJIOCaMH, IPU3HAaBasACh caMOMy cebe, UTO OBLI CIUIIKOM HafMEHHEIM U CaMOHaflessHHEIM. — {1 He
BEPUJI B TO, UTO HEJIb3sI YBULETH, TONPOO0OBATh Ha BKYC UM OTporath. Ho MOTOM £... IOUyBCTBOBAI
3T0... — OH OCTAHOBUJICS, CTJIOTHYJI X OIIyCTHJI I'JIa3a.

Vs3BUMOCTH UejI0BeKa, KOTOPHIM COBCEM HelaBHO [iepxKaJl o[l KOHTPOJIEM He TOJIbKO CBOHU Iefla, HO
B0OOIIIe BCe BOKPYT, BEI3Bajia B MeraH COUyBCTBUE. ITO HapacTalolllee YyBCTBO OT3BIBATIOCh B HEH
¢usryeckoy 6ombio. OHa olryiana, Kak CUJIBHO OH XOTeJl B35ITh CBOM 3MOIMY 107l KOHTPOJIb, U €€
cepille Pa3phBAIOCh OT COCTPATAHUS.
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MeraHn Oblla TOTPSICEHA: OKa3bIBa€TCS, Cephlle OMUIN0 pa30uTo. OTO BOITHOBAJIO €€ II0 MHOTUM
npuyrHaM. M B 60ble CTEIIeHN II0OTOMY, YTO OHA y2Ke 3aBHUI0BaJIa TOW XKEHIUHEe, C KOTOPOH y
Omunmo OBIT pOMaH, KOTOPHIM B KOHEWHOM UTOTe pa3Bajui ero Opax.

Ho y Hee cpa3y nosSIBUIOCh MHOTO BOIIPOCOB: II0YeMY OHU He BMecTe? PomaH ucuepman cebs unu
CylIecTBOBasla KaKasi-To Apyras npuunHa? [IpryrHa, KOTOPYIO MOXKHO OBIJIO IPOYUTATh B €T0
M3MY4YEeHHBIX I'J1a3ax?

TeM BpeMeHeM DMUJIAO IPOJOJIXKaIl:
— Ho mou 4yBCTBa He MMENIM HUKAKOTr0 3HaYEHHUH...

«MoXKeT, OHM ¥ He UMeJIM HUKAKOTr0 3HaueHus. OMHO SICHO — TBOU YYBCTBA, BUAUMO, OBLIN OUYEeHb
CUIIbHBIMU», — IIOAyMasia MeraH.

— Koneuno, Tax u 0wL10.

— ¢ Xe He MOT [eflaTh TO, YTO X04y, — K TOMY BPpeMeHH s y2Ke OBII XKeHaT Ha Po3aHHe, IyCTh U 110
pacyery.

MeraH IIPUCIJIOHUJIACh K XOJIOMHOM MJINTKE CTEHH. BO3MOXKHOCTH HOI[O6HOfI AJIbTEPHATHBEI
OIIIEJIOMHIIa €e€.

— ITo pacuety?! Ha mBope gBamuaTth nepBeid Bek! Jlionu He... B mo6oM ciydae TH ¥ Po3anHa... —
OHa cpenasa may3y u nogHecna pyky Ko n0y. ['omoBa Kpyxunachk. — boxe, MHe HaJj0 BEIIUTh.

He cka3aB HYU C/10Ba, OH IPOTSAHYJI €1 PYKY.

Heckonbko cekyHp MeraH npocTo cMOTpesia Ha Hee. OMuino xkpnan. OH HampsArcs, Korga oHa
OTpHUIIATENIbHO ITOKayYaJja rojoBoi. OH yKe rOTOB ObLIT OYCTUTH PYKY, KaK BAPYT ee MaJleHbKast
JIalOIIKa CXBaTUJIA €T0 MasIbIIbL.

OMUNINO0 BKITIOYUIT IIapy J1aMII. OFpOMHaﬁ KOMHATa 03apujiaCh MATKHM CBETOM. Ha ero nuio yiiajia
TE€Hb, €Ille 0oJtbIIIe IIOg4YEpPKHBasi UaeaJIbHbI€ YEPTHI.

[ITamIaHCKOE, KOTOpoe MeraH Ha4danla MeJIEHHO IIUTh, ellle He YCII€JI0O BEIHOXHYTBCA. Ona Irepeselia
B3TJISH C JIXIla OMUIIKMO Ha 30JI0THE IIY3BIPBKH, CeJla U CaoejIalia OOJIBIIIOM TTIOTOK.

— TToHATHO, YTO 3TO He Moe feno. — OHa cesana ele OJHH 0OCTOPOKHEIM I'JIOTOK U II0OCMOTpesIa Ha
HEero ImoBepx 6oKasa. IMUIHO C1a00 YIEIOHYIICS e B OTBET. — M eCTeCTBEHHO, eCJIM THl He X0Yelllh
HUYEer0 PacCKasbiBaTh, TO ¥ He HAJO.

OH nopHsM ogHYy OPOBB, OTYETO €TO JUI0 IIPUHSIIO CApKaCTUYECKOe BEIpaXKeHue, U MpUOIU3UIICS K
Hel ¢ OYTHUIKOM B PyKax.

— Ho TeI Hayan 3TOT pa3roBop, — HallOMHUIA eMy MeraH, CIIOBHO OIIPaBIbIBasCh.
— Ia, s Ha4dal ero...
Bechb meHb IMUIIMO pearupoBasl Ha IIPOUCXOAsiee TakK, KaK OblJI0 eEMy COBCEM HECBOWCTBEHHO.

MeraH Hakphlla CBOY PyKep PyKOu, KOrfa IMUINO MOMBITAICS IOAJIATh € ellle IIaMIIaHCKOTo.
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OHa TMoHSIIa: OH CaM [laXKe He IPUTPOHYIICS K cBoeMy Ookany. Eie MeraH BcrioMHMIa, KakK OUIUIIT
paccka3biBal ef OJHaXkKObl, YTO BO BpeMeHa uX Ipe0bIBaHuUs B KOJJIEAXKe OH He BUIENT DMUIIMO Haxke
HEMHOT'0 HaBecejie, He TO YTOOHI TbSTHBIM.

— Her, cnacu60. — B MOMeHT, KOrfla TPO3BYyYall ee BEKJIUBLIA 0TKa3, MeraH BOPYT 0CO3Hasa BCIO
KYPbe3HOCTb CUTYallUH.

OHa mpuKycusa gpoxairyio rydy, 4ToOsl coepKaTb B3PEIB CMEX, KOTOPHIH IIBITAJICS BEIPBATHCS U3 €€
ropina.

— He xouems noneauTbCs?

— MHe HannuBaeT IIaMIIaHCKOe MYyZXK4YKWHA B HIE€JTKOBBIX 60KC€an, KOTOpI:IfI BRITTISIIUT Kak... — OHa
OCMOTPeEJIa €ro C IOJIOBEI 0 HOT.

Barynsapg 3amepKuBajcs Ha KaXXIooM CAHTUMeETPe ero UOealbHOr0 Tejla, a BOOOpakeHue BHOBb
CHITPAJIO C Hel 37yI0 MYyTKY. B ronoBe TyT Xe NOSBUIKCH OYEHb OTBJIEKaoIe 06pa3sl...

— Kak? — 3auHTepecoBascs IMUIMO.

MeraH moMeHs1Ia 03y, CKPOMHO pAclpaBisis 00Ky Ha KOJIEeHSX, IEITasCh UTHOPUPOBATh TOT XKap,
KOTOPBIN PA3/IMBAJICS IO €€ Tey.

— Hy... KaKk ToI! — BEIlTAJIAIIa OHA.
YyBCTBO HEYIOBIETBOPEHHOCTH, HATIOJIHAOIIEE ee, CAealio IojIoC IPOH3UTEIIbHBIM.
«To ecTp UpeanpHO», — NogyMasa Meras.

— CkasaTh, 4TO BCe IIPOXCXOfsiee HepealbHO — HUYETr0 He CKa3aTh. S 4yBCTBYIO cebs, KaK OyaTo
ToTIajia B Ybl0-TO CEKCyasbHyI0 (paHTa3uio. — OHa OKMHYJIa B3TJISIOOM €ro 3aropejyio rpynb 1
MBIIIIIE], UTPAoIIKe oM OPOH30BOM KOKEH.

«B cBo1o coOcTBeHHYIO (haHTa3Uo0!»
B ero BrIpa3uTENIbHEIX T'NIa3aX IOSIBUICS OJIeCK.
— ¢ mory u o0upeThCS Ha TO, UTO BO MHE BUOST TOJIBKO OOBEKT CEeKca.

— Yro 6BIsT0 GBI MOJTHEIM JIUIIEMEPUEM C TBOEH CTOPOHEL. OCOOEHHO YYUTHIBAS TOT (PAKT, YTO THI
IPOCTO 0002Kaellb BEICTABISATh HAIlOKa3...

— [TouTH Tak e CUIBHO, KaK Tkl 0003Kaelllh CMOTPETh Ha 3T0, — IOAOPa3HUII OH ee.
MeraH, 4bH IIEKU TOPEJIH, TITyOOKO B3TOXHYIA.

OMMIIMO MCUe3 U3 KOMHATHI, @ HECKOJIBKO CEeKYH] CIIYCTS MOSIBUIICS B IIOHOUIEHHHIX MXKUHCAX. bemyio
pybaiiky, KoTopast OblIa Ha HEM, OH 3aCTETHBATh He COOUpPAICs.

OH pacKuHYJ PYKU B BOIIPOCUTETIBHOM XKeCTe:
— Tax myuure?

OMunuo npubIMUXKaCcs, IBHO HaMepeBasiCh CECTh Ha OOJBIION OUBAH PSIOOM C Hel.
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MeraH mbITanach IIPOPBATHECA CKBO3b BOJIHEI ITIAPAJIM3YIOIIETO CEKCYAJIbHOT'O 2KEeJIaHKsA, KOTOPOeE
OIIATh HaXJIBIHYJIO Ha Hee.

— MBI IOr0BOPUM, €CNIU THl OCTQHEILILCS TaM.

— YT0? — cupocurn oH, He 3Has, YOUBIATHCS UIIU 3MUTECA. — O 4eM 3TO THI?
— {1 umelo B BUMY: HUKaKUX IPUKOCHOBEHUN.

— Hukakmx IpUKOCHOBEHUM? — MMOBTOPUII OH.

MeraH nokayasa rojioBou:

— TonbKO HOTPOHBCA OO0 MeHd, U 1 yuay! — «TOoJIbKO JOTPOHBCS [0 MEHS, U 4 IIpoliajia», — MogyMana
OHa ¥ IIPOJOJIKMUIa: — Thl fyMaelllb: Hy>KHO BCETO JIUIIb II01IeI0BaTh MEHS, YTOOLI 3aKOHYUTh BECh
3TOT pPasroBop, HO...

— W s GObi1 OBI TPaB, YYUTHIBASI BCE 3TH TU[ATEIbHBEIE MEPHI TPEIOCTOPOKHOCTH.
B 30m0TuCTEIX T1a3ax Merad BCIBIXHYJIO BO3MYIIEHUE.

— 4 uMerna B BUAY HE 3TO...

— Pa3Be? — MOOHSI OH BOIIPOCUTENIBHO OPOBE.

Coo6pa3uB, 4To OH IIpaB, MeraH 3akphiia PoT. Ho Kak el X0TeI0Ch IPUAyMaTh YTO-HUOYAb, UTO OB
IIOMOTJIO CTEPETh 3Ty HEBHIHOCUMYIO CAMOLOBOIBHYIO YCMEIIKY C ero uia!

— OGBIYHO MYXKYHHE BCET{Ia MPUSITHO 0CO3HABATh, YTO MEPEM HUM HEBO3MOXKHO YCTOSITh, —
6apxaTHHIM T'OJIOCOM ITPOTOBOPHII OH.

— IIpocTo ocTaBaiicg TaM, IMUIIKO, TI0KaMyicTa! — B3MO/INIAch OHa, HE B COCTOSIHUY YKe
CpaxkaThCsl OMHOBPEMEHHO ¥ C HUM, U C CaMO# COOO.

HMx rrma3a BCTPETUINCH, U HA CEKYHOy MeraH mogyMara, YTo IMHUIIUO TPOUTHOPUPYET ee mPockOy, HO
OH TI0KAaJI TIJIeYaMu, Pa3BEPHYJICS ¥ OIyCTHUJICS B KPECJIO B ITape METPOB OT Hee. BEITSIHYB HOTH, OH
OTIYCTHUJI TOA0OPOMIOK Ha CBOM IIepeIIeTeHHBIE MaIbIlkl ¥ BOIIPOCUTEIHHO MOMHSI OPOBE:

— Taxk nyuue?

OHa KuBHYyJa, IpU3HaBasch cebe, YTO Tak AaneKo He JIydIle...

— 3Haemb, MeraH, Thl MOXKeIllb IOCTPOUTH BOKPYT ce0s CTOJIBKO CTEH, CKOJIbKO IT0KeJlaelllb, HO 4...
— TBI IPOCTO OYEHB CUIIBHO [TOCTApPAaEIIbCs U CAYENb UX, KaK B TOU CKa3ke?

OH 3710Belle YCMEXHYIICH:

— U ocTaBmio Tebe BO3MOXKHOCTL Ha3BaTh MeHs mycTo3BoHOM? O HeT! A 6ymy pa3bupaThk 3TH CTEHEHI
KUPIAYMK 3a KAPIUYUKOM, MeraH.

Ho B 9TOM yXke He ObIJI0 HUKAKO# HEOOXOIUMOCTH.

MeraH pa3pasuiach Clie3aMu, BCKOUMJIA U TTOCTemuiIa K IMunno. OHa yXKe He MOTJIa BCIOMHUTH,
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3ayeM BooOlIIe IIPOCHIIa eT0 HaXOMUThLCS TaK JajieKo MIX 3a4eM UM HYXKHO OBIJIO Pa3roBapuBarth...
YToOH! yCIBIIIaTh 00JIbIIEe O TOM caMoM XkeHHe? OHa YTO, COBCEM CIISITHIIA?

MeraH IIpuXKajaCh K HEMY, oOHUMas.

— 4 He xo04y, 4TOOHI THI He IIPUKacascs Ko MHe! f 3Toro He BEIHECY, — B IIOPHIBE Oe3yMus ILIemnTana
OHa. — Mory g ocTaThCs 30ech Ha HOUb? C TOOOM?

OMUNINO MenJieHHO PaCIIBIICA B CAMOAOBOIbHOM ybiOKe. OH o0naga 3ToM KeHIIXHOM.

— A 4gTo 3acTtaBuio Tebs mymMaTh, OyOTO s COOGHMpaCs OTIYCTUThL Te0S Kyaa-T0? — CIIPOCHJI OH,
o0HMMas ee B OTBET.

I'maBa 16

Meran Mo4da cupesna B Takcu. [lopora B asporopT, Ka3aloch, HUKOTAa He KOHYUTCS, IIOTOMY 4TO,
HEeCMOTPS Ha PaHHMH 4ac, Tpacca Oblta 3ab6uTa aBTOMOOMISIMHU. BOT ¥ cefiyac OHM CTOSIIH B
oYepemHoM MpPodKe.

BopuTens Ha TOMaHOM aHTTIUHACKOM U3BUHUIICS 3@ 3a[IePXKKY ¥ BHOBB MTO0OEIIA, YTO JOCTABUT
MeraH B a3pomopT Kak pa3s K BBEUIETY €e caMoJieTa.

HeraBI/IHBHO HNCTOJIKOBAB HalIpsA2KEHHEe cBOeu ITaCCaXXHPKH, OH 0e3 0CTaHOBKHU BEIJAaBaJl OOWH 3a
OPyTUM (I)&KTBI CTaTUCTUKH, KOTOPEIE IIPUIIaC KaK pa3 OJIsd HOHOGHBIX ClIy4a€B: IyTeIlIeCTBHe
CaMOJIETOM SIBJISIETCS CaMbIM 0€30TaCHEIM cpenu BCeX BUOB TPAHCIIOPTaA.

B 00bIyHEIM JeHh MeraH MombiTanach Okl OTBETUTH €My IO-UCIIaHCKU. Eif Ka3anoch, YTO IOMBITKA
TOBOPUTHL Ha POTHOM IJII MECTHBIX XKUTEJIel I3bIKe BCerfla MpUsITHa Oy HuX. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa He
chenasa 3Toro. MeraH Ka3ajoCh: €CIM OHa OTKPOET POT, TO TYT XKe HadyHeT IIJlakaTh. KoOHe4Ho,
ObIOIIasiCs B UCTEPUKE KEHIMHA He SIBISEeTCS yrPo30i 6€301aCHOCTH a3pOIopTa, HO el YK TOYHO
He XOTeJIOCh PUCKOBATh U OBITH CHSATOM C peiica.

[ToaToMy MeraH IpoCTO YILIOHYIach M KUBHYJIA €My, BHOBb 3aflaBasiCh BOIIPOCOM: YTO CHIe/IaeT
OMUINO, KOTa IIPOCHETCH U YBUAUT — €€ HeT?

[Tpocnymian 11 OH coob1IeHre CBOETO OTIA?

OHa 3aKphiiia I'fa3a. B ronoBe Bce elle 3By4a sI3BUTEIbHBINA MOHOJIOT, 3allMCAHHbINA Ha
aBTOOTBETUYUK.

Ero nepsas monoBrHa 3By4alia Ha UCIIaHCKOM, HO Korfa MeraH BepHY/1ach U3 KyXHHU CO CTaKaHOM
BOAHL B PYKE, TOBOPAIIMY HEOCO3HAHHO IIepellesl Ha aHTJIMMCKUM. DTUM SI3BIKOM OH Bjlafiesl TakK Xe
XOPOIII0 — I10 KpaiHe# Mepe, eCliy [IeI0 KacalioCh 0CKOPOIeHNM, KOTOPEIMU €r0 pedb Oblsla 3M0POBO
IpuIpaBieHa.

Meran 130 BCeX CHUJI ITBITajIach He caymaTth. OHa Jaxke Hadaja HaleBaTh YTO-TO cebe Iof HOC, KOTfa
IoCTIelnuia epecedyb KOMHATy. MeraH xoTeja 3arjiylmuTh r0JIoC, KOTOPHIM y3Hana — rojoc Jlyu
Puoca. Otell 9Munmo OB B IPOCTH.

3aTeM OHa BAPYT yCIIbIIaJIa 3HAKOMO€E UM U OCTAaHOBHUIIACH.

— Yapn3 ApMCTPOHT 3BOHHUJI MHe TToji4yaca Ha3af. OKa3anoch, OH IOJTydyaeT 9TU YePTOBH OpHUTaHCKUE
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ra3eTeHKM paHbine! TaM HalKCcaly ¥ PO Ballle 3HAKOMCTBO ¥ JaXKe HaMEeKHY/IH Ha BO3MOXKHYIO
cBambOy. Yaps3 mpoCTO CYACTIIMB IO 9TOMY MOBOAY! DTOT MPOCTaK KyMUIICS, HO MBI He GygeM
00uKaTh ero 1mo 3ToMy moBony. OH MOKeT OBITh IMoJIe3eH Tebe — B ONIPEMIeNIeHHBIX KPyrax y HEeTo
eCTh BIIMSTHUE.

Ho ckaxu Ha MHUJIOCTb, O YeM THI BOOOIIe myMas? ThI IOIIeI0Basl 3Ty IeBYOHKY B a3pOIOPTY Ha
rJ1a3ax y OTPOMHOI'0 KOJIMYeCTBa JIIofiel, Y KOTOPHIX, MeXAY IPOYUM, eCTh MOOMIbHEIE TenedOoHb!!
EcTecTBeHHO, TH OKa3ajCcs Ha [IePBEIX [I0JI0CaX BCeX ra3eT. g He COMHEBAIOCh: CKOPO BallX
doTorpaduu 3amonoudar u HTepHeT. {d Hapmeiock, 60Jbllle HUUYEro W306/1M4aloero TaM HeT?

Moii CBIH — U JO0YKa KaKou-To yOopiuiisl! Moii 60T, 0 4eM Thl TOIBKO AyMain? Eciu T 3axoTen
yBIIeYbCad KaKOW-HUOYOb U3 NEeBUOHOK APDMCTPOHTA, TO oYeMy BeIOpan 3Ty? OHa Ke BHeOpayHBIN
pebeHoK! Y mpyrux ecTh X0Ts ObI HAMEK Ha IPUIMYHYI0 POI0CiIoBHYI0. UTo g Tebe roBopun? Ham B
pony He HYXHEI OacTapabl! B ob1meM, st HacTawBao, YTOOH TH ceivac ke C 3TUM MOKOHYHUI! B
IIPOTUBHOM CJIy4ae s Uiy TeOs HaclieICTBa, IpuyeM 0e3 BCSIKUX YTPhI3EHUN COBECTH.

MoHosor elre IIpoaoJIZKaJiCsda, HO MeraH u Tak YCIIBIIIaJIa YKe 6ompie yeM goctaTouHo. OHa 6BICTpO
ofesiach, MOCIeIHNN Pa3 B3rJIsAHYJIA Ha CIIAIIEro IOMUINO U yiijia.
[ToitmaB Ha yiune TakKCH, OHA BeJjiejla BOOUTEIII0 €XaTh B a3POIIOPT.

OMUIIMO PA303IUTCS WU B TTTyOMHE AYIIM B3MOXHET C 001erdyeHneM, Korma oOHapyKUT, YTO OHA
yexaja, OCTaBUB MY 3aIllHUCKYy?

OTBeT Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC IIOSABUJICSA B €€ I'0JIOBE PAHBIIIE, YEM el Toro OBl XOTEJI0Ch.

3annaTuB BoguTesnio, MeraH OBICTPO IIOIIa K TEPMUHAIY, KOTTla BAPYT KakKas-TO TeHb IIperpaguia
eyl mopory. MammHaabHO TOBEPHYB T'0I0BY, MeraH yBuiena MOTOLMKIINCTA B YEPHOU KOXKAHOU
KyPTKe, KOTOPHIM KaK pa3 CHUMAJ IIJIEM.

— Henw3s Ham IIPOAOJIZKATE BCTPEYAThCA Ka)KJIBII:I Ppa3 BOT TaKUM 06pa30M, MO MHUJIas.

MeraH CJIOBHO ygapuja MOJIHHUS, KOTIa OHA YCJIBIIIaNa 3TOT 3HAKOMEIH I'0JI0C C JIETKMM aKIIEHTOM.
OrmenoMieHHasi, OHa 3aCThlTa, 6€3y4acTHO TS/ Ha BLICOKOTO MYXKUYKHY, KOTOPHIH, KaK BCETHa,
U3JTy4an HeoOy3gaHHYI0 SHEPIUio, ¥ yMasia: «3JTo He MOXKeT ObITh OH».

ITo BceM 3aKOHAM JIOTMKHU OH HE MOT OBLITh 3mech. OHa OCTaBHUJIa OMUIKO CISIINM B €T0 KBapTHpe.
ITO rayuTIoIMHAIINSI UM OHa IIPOCTO CoIJia C YMa7

OMUIMO IPOBEJI PYKOU IO CBOMM B3bEPOIIEHHEIM BOJIOCAM U YIIRIOHYJICS. 3aTeM ero B3TJIsL CTall
3JIBIM U XOJIOAHBIM. [I[ITUPOKO paccTaBuB HOTH, OH BCTAJl Ha €€ MyTH. Ero IPOH3UTENbHBIN B3I
CJIOBHO TIPUTBO3AXI MeraH K TOMY MECTY, TOE OHa CTOsIJIa.

Jlromu Ha4anu OTISIOBIBATLCS Ha HUX. He MOTOMY, YTO OH mefast 4To-HuOynb He Tak, HeT! OH IPoCTo
CTOSJI, HO 3TO OBLI caM IMunuo Puoc!

— Tol... 30€eck... g He... Kak? — 3aukanach Meras, efBa pa3nudas CBOU I'0JIOC, KOTOPHIM 3arjyllal ee
OermeHo OboIieecs cepile. — 3amucka... Mos 3amrcka, OHa... — COBEPIIIEHHO OTYasBIIHChH
IIOCTPOUTH XOTh OOHO NPeIokKeHue, HecyacTHasi MeraH OKOpUIach U 3aMojdasa.

OMUIIMO BOIIPOCUTEIILHO MTONHAN OPOBb, B3s1JI MeraH 3a PYKYy U CHSJ CYMKY C ee Ijeyva:
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— 4 Bcerga TOBOPHUII: €CITN Haﬁ,uy KEeHIIWHY, KOTOpPAad IIYTEIIEeCTBYET HaJIETKEe, HHU 3a YTO HE OTIIYINY
ee.

OnHa BHUMaTEJIbHO IIOCMOTPEIa Ha HEero 1 00pedyeHHO B3[IOXHYMa:

— V T1ebs1 ecTb MOTOITAKII?

— Omn 6ortee MaHEBPEHHBINM, YEM MalIlIMHA.

Meras nofHsMa PyKy K 3aKpyKHUBILIENCS T'OJIOBE:

— YT0-TO MHE HEXOPOLLIO...

OMUKMO BHUMATENBHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha Hee, ¥ BCS €T0 37I0CTh MCIapuiach. MeraH BHITIsIIeNa TaKoM

XPYIIKOH, YTO €My 3aX0TeJIOCh 3aIlUTUTh ee. PyMsiHeIl Ha HeXKHOM KOXKe IeK TOJILKO YCHUIIUBATI ee
0JIeMHOCTE.

— Trl He ymagenrs B 00MOPOK.

Ero o0r4Has X0JIOOHOCTH BhI3BaJia B HEW HErOlOBaHUE.

— BoT ynany MepTBO#i K TBOUM HoOTaM, nofiesioM Tebe Oynert!

— [la y, IIoxoxKe Ha TO, — COTJIaCHUJICS OH, IIOfilepKUBas ee 3a JIOKOTb.
Meras, Bce elle B 110Ke, 6€30yMHO OTpearupoBaa Ha ero IpuKOCHOBEHUE.

HpOH.U'IO KaKO0€e-TO BpeMs, IIpexae 4YeM OHa ITOHsAJIa: OHU UOYT HEe B TOM HallPABJIEHUH. Ona
B3BOJITHOBAHHO IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha ero CypoBO€ JIUIIO:

— Moii pelic, OH... — (OMHUINO HE OCTaHABAMBAJICA.) — IMHUIHUO!

MeraH BcTasa Kak BKonlaHHas. He OymeT e OH ee TaluTh, B KOHIle KOHLIOB! EMy mpugeTtcs
IIPUCITYIIAThCA K HEU.

OMUINO HeTepIieJInBO IIOCMOTPEII Ha Hee, a IIOTOM BHOBB ITPOOOJIZKIII CKAaHUPOBATH B3TIAO0M
IIaPKOBKY B ITOMCKaX MaIIIUHEI.

MeraH ornggena ero. TOIbKO ceryac OHa 3aMeTuia HEKOTOPhIE JeTalu, KOTOPhle paHbllle YIIyCTUIA:
HeTIpUBBIYHAS 0JIEMHOCTH €ero OJIMBKOBOTO I[BETA KOXKM U HAIIpsSKeHue, CKOBEIBAIOIIEe POT.

OHa rHaja nopasblie Bce 6€CIIOKOWHBIE MBICITH, YOexkaasi cebsi: 3TH CTPAaHHOCTH MOTYT OBITh BCETO
JIUIIH IPUYMHOM HEOCHIIaHUs — HUYero CTpamHoro. Ho Mo3r TyT ke HallOMHUIT e#, 13-3a KOT0
OMUIMO CIall TaK Majlo MPOIIIONH HOYLIO...

[llexu ee BCIBIXHYJIM, ¥ OHa OTBeJIA I71a3a.

U BooO11e, myuire gymaTh 0 cebe. KTo-KTo, a IMUIN0 CMOXKeT caM 0 cebe m03ab0TUTHCS.
— MaiuuHa [oNKHA OBITh 3MeCh, — 00BSIBUI DMUIIUO, TIOCMOTPEB Ha CBOM YaCHI.

MeraH He CTalla BHISICHSATH, O KaKO# MallliHe OH TOBOPWT.

— Hocnymaﬁ, 9Munmo, 1 He 3HAIO, TII04Y€eMY ThI OKa3adJICA 30eChb U KdK 3TO Tebe YHOaiocCk, HO A
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OCTaBHJIa 3aIIUCKY. A gomxHa YZXKe IIPOXOOUTE PETUCTPAIIUIO Ha peflc H...

— 41 3Hal0, YTO TH OCTaBUIA 3aMUCKYy. — OH CTUCHYJ 3yObl. — Y TeGs BOCXUTUTENIbHbIE MaHEPE! U
IIPEBOCXOMHEIN ITOYEePK, OMHAKO HYU TO HU APYTroe He SBSeTCS MPUYUHON TOTO, YTO S IIPOBEN B
TI0CTeNu ¢ TOOOM MoCceiHre ABaAIaTh YETHIPE Yaca. — JTO IPOCTOe MPU3HAHNE BEI3BAJIO OYPIO
xkenaHus B Meras. IIpsya ria3a B 6ecrione3Hoi MOMBITKE CKPEITh CBOIO PEAKIUIO, OHA YCJIbIIana: —
W s HaMepeH IIPOBECTH CJIefyIOIIKe [BafllaTh YeThIPe Yaca TOUHO Tak XKe!

Temeph CKPBEIBATh YyBCTBA OBIIIO YK€ OECCMBICTIEHHO.

— O rocnonu, OMUINO! — IPOCTOHATIA OHA TUXO, €€ 30JI0TUCTHIE TJ1a3a OBUIM IOTHEL CTPACTU. — THI
He MOXeIllb TOBOPUTL MHE TaK¥e BEIIH.

— IToyemy Bapyr? — OH nopHST ogHY OPOBb U CAapKaCTUYECKHU YIBIOHYICS eit. — JTo mpaspa. Vnu
THI IIEITAEIIbCSA MHE CKa3aTh, YTO He XOUelllb B IIOCTeJIb KO MHe?

MeraH nokpacHesna 00 KOpPHEeU BOJIOC U YKPaAKOU OTJISIHYJIaCh. OMUIMO AaXe U He MBITaJICsI TOBOPUTH
XOTh HEMHOT'O THIIIE, ¥ WX PA3TOBOP CTaJl IPUBJIEKATh BHUMAHME ITPOXOKUX.

— Tebst MOTYT yCIbIIIATh, — MIPOIIUIIENA OHA.

«A 0co00 peanpuUMYHBEIE elle u choTorpadupoBaTh», — IMOAyMasa OHa.

— 2Kanko, 4TO TH HE MOXKEIIb YCIIbIIIATh MEHS... — [TeYalbHO IIPOU3HEC IMUIHO.
OH cKasa 3T0 BCIyXx?

OMUINo MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK €ero HaKphIBaeT BOJIHA THEBA.

OH packpsin nepeq MeraH AyIny, HAPYIIXAJI CBOM KHW3HEHHbIe IIPUHIUIIEL, yOpasl MPHUBHIYHYIO 3aIIUTY
C Cepfla, a Bedb 3TO CHeJlalo ero OYeHb YSI3BHMbIM.

Meran Hapymuiia Bce ero miaaHbl. OH X0Tes 0QUIMaabHO IPU3HATHCS el B TI00BU — IMYCTh 3TO BCETO
numb GopManbHOCTh, KaK eMy Ka3asiock. Ho ycTaBuiast MeraH IpocCTo yCHYJIa Y HET0 Ha pyKax Iocjie
0YepeHOTO CEKCyambHOro MapadoHa.

Korpga ke 0H caM IpOCHYJICS, TO 00HapyXKuI, 4uTo MeraH mpomnasa. Y 9To 6b1JI0 caMbIM
Pa304apOoBLIBAOLIIMM OKOHYAHUEM II0JTHOTO SMOLIUY JHA.

PaccepkeHHBIH, OH OBICTPO OfEJICS U TOCIEIINII K BEIXOAY, HO TYT 3a3BOHUI TeJle(hOH. DMUIIUO
yCTIBIIIa HEeJOBOJIBHEIY I'OJI0C 0TIIa Ha @aBTOOTBETUXKe: «TH He OTBETHUJI Ha MOe COO0IIeHue».

To, 4TO OH yCBIIIAT, BIIOJIHE 00BSACHSIO, ToueMy MeraH ymina. Ho kyma?

Korga OMunuo HauwHAIU OL0JIEBaTh COMHEHUS, OH IIPEANOYUTall CllefoBaTh CBOUM IEPBEIM
MHCTUHKTaM. Celiyac OH MOCIIEeIXII B @3POIOPT. OMUINO OB YBEPEH: €r0 MOTOIMKII U OTINYHOE
3HaHHe ropofa MOMOTyT eMy OBICTPO HoOpaThCs 4O a3ponopTa. BoT TONIBKO yCIeeT v OH HOTHATh
Meran?

Cnaga 6ory, OMunuo npubBUT Ha ISITh MUHYT paHblie ee. BomHa 061erdyeHus CMeHuIach HOBOM
BOJIHOM — cJlenoi spocTu. Kak 0Ha MOrJia TOJIBKO IIOAYyMaTh, YTO YI'PO3HI OTLA YTO-TO 3HAYaT [AJIA
Hero?!

He ckpriBasi 4yBCTB 90 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

X X x

— 91 momxeH TeOe BCe pa3kKeBLIBATh? — IMPOPBIYAT IMUIKN0. — [lofgeM, — pemuTeTbHO f0OaBHUII OH,
BHOBb Oepsi ee Tof JIOKOTh, Ha 3TOT Pa3 KPEmKOo CXKaB.

— Ho mou peric...

OH OpPOUTHOPHUPOBAT €€.

MeraH neiTajgach JOCTy4aThCA A0 €r0 pa3yMa U JIOTUKU:

— DOMUINO, TH He MOXKeIllb IIOXUIATh MEHS cpenb Oemna mHs!

— [Noxuuienue nogpa3yMeBaeT IpUHYKOeHUE. A T X04elllb IOUTH CO MHOM, — YBEPEHHO 3asBUJI OH.

OHa npuKycusa gpoxalilyio ry0y U HepBHO CTJIOTHYJIa — B TOpJIe 3aCTPSII KOMOK KaJIOCTU K CaMOu
cebe. Heyxenu cynp60ii el yTOTOBAHO CTaTh OMHOW U3 TeX, KTO, Oymy4y 00MKEHHBIMHU, [ejlaeT
00IbHO OPyTUM?

OHa BCKHHYJIa TOA00POIOK:
— YenoBek He Bcerfga MOXKeT UMETh TO, YTO OH XO4YerT.

[To cpaBHEHUIO C APYTUMHU y Hee U Tak ObIJI0 MHOTOE: 3[I0POBbe, APY3bs, Xopouras paboTa. Ho y Hee
He ObUI0 OMUIKO... Y TP 9TOM BazKHOM 00CTOSTEIHCTBE IOBOJILHO CII0KHO YYBCTBOBAThH
67arogapHOCTh 3a TO, YTO OHa MMeJIa.

HeoxxumaHHO DMUINO PE3KO0 OCTaHOBHIICA, HE 06pa1ua;{ BHHMaHMS Ha JIIofel Ha IIepeIoIHEHHOM
TPOTYyape. OH B3$J1 ee NULI0 B CBOU JTaAOHU U 3aCTaBUII IIOCMOTPETh €MY B I'Jla3a:

— Ho TBI X0ueus ocTaThCsI CO MHOM?

l'oToBas m10XKb 3acTpsiia B ee ropie. Y npotus Boiiu MeraH kuBHya. Ee B34 3aTyMaHUIICSA, ¥ OHa
yXKe He yBUfella TpuyM(a, 3aTOpeBIIerocs I0Cie 3TOTO B Tla3ax IMUIINO.

— VYV T1ebs OBLIIO MUIIO...

— Muno?! — OmnpeneneHHO He IePBOe, HO U He MOCIegHee CII0BO, KOTOPOe IMIPUXOAUI0 IMUIINO0 Ha
yM, KOT[ja OH JyMaJl O IOCIeJHUX ABafLlaTy YeThlpeX Jacax.

— MHe Bce NOHPABUIOCH, HO paboTa He XKaeT. MHe Hy>KHO BO3BpalllaThCs. MOXKeT, s CMOTJIa Obl
HaBEeCTUTh TeOs KaK-HUOYOh?

«boxe, 4TO 1 HECY?»

— M-M-M, mpyx0a c TpeuMyInecTBaMu? — IMUINO0 paccMesinics. — YTo, CBepUM Halllx
exenHeBHUKN? — HacMelka B ero royioce Owlja JOBOJIBHO OTKPOBeHHA. OH MMOKayvas roioBom. — f
Tak He JyMalo, oporasi.

— {1 He 9T0 UMera B BUny. f MMena B BUy... — MeraH 3akpeljia JIML0 pyKaMu U IIpu3Hanack: — He
3Hal0, 4TO 5 UMeJia B BUAY... 3a4eM THI IIpHUexa? — 3axXHbIKalla OHa, y2Ke He 3a00TSACh 0 TOM, 4TO
MOXKET IIPUBJIeYD Ybe-TO BHUMaHUe. — [ToueMy Obl Te0e IPOCTO He OTIYCTUTh MEHS?
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— OpHaXOH 5 yKe OOMYCTHUIT TaKylo OUINOKY.

MeraH TONIbKO coOpanach CIIPOCUTH eT0 00 3TOM 3arajOuHOM yTBEPKAEHUH, KOrma IMUINO0,
HAKOHEeII, 3aMeTHUJI TO, YTO UCKaJl, U CMeHUJI HallpaBJIeHue.

— Ioiimem! — OH yBIeK ee 3a COOOM.

Y Mera# pmaxe He ObIJI0 BDeMEHU COIPOTUBISATHCS €T0 IIOBEJIUTENIbHOMY TOHY. Tenephb OHa JIUIIIh
IIBITAJIACh YCIETh 3a ero OBICTPHIMY LIAaTaMHU.

K ToMy MOMEHTY, KaK OHY NMOJOILIIX K JJINHHOMY, HU3KOMY JIUMY3UHY, OHa CIIPOCHKJIa, 3a[bIXasiCh:
— 9T0 TBOW?

OH KUBHYIIL.

— A 4TO He TaK C MOTOLIMKIIOM?

— CnoxHo pa3roBapuBaTh, KOIr'ga Ha Tebe HAfeT IIJIeEM, — CKa3ajl OMUIINO U KHWHYIJI 3TOT IIpeaMeT Ha
3aJHee CuIeHbe MallIUHEI.

3aTeM OH 3aroBOPHUII C BOMUTEJIEM, KOTOPBIN BHIIIEN U3 IMMY3UHA, KaK TOIbKO OHM TPUOIU3UITUCS.
OOMEHSIBIINCH C IMUIIMO HECKOIBPKUMHU CJIOBAMH Ha MCIIAHCKOM, BOOUTEIb BeXKJIUBO KUBHYJT MeraH u
OTKPBIJI IIepef Hel 3aHIO0 OBEPITY.

MeraH HHMKAaK He OTpearupoBasia Ha MOT4YaauBOe MPUTJIalIeHre. BMeCTo 3TOro oHa IIOBEPHYJIACh K
OMuUNIMo, KOTOPHIY MPOCTO He 3HAaJ, Kyna cebs IeTh OT HeTepIieHus.

— 4 He X041y pa3roBapuBaTh C TOOOI!
— Bce paBno. ['oBopuTh OYOY 5, @ TH CHIyIIa.

MeraH COBEPIIEHHO HE 02KKOdJIa TAKOr'o IMoaxoaga K CUTyalluH. U xorma oH C1"p€‘6 €€ B OXAIIKy U
JINYHO yCaOHuII Ha 3aJHee CuOeHbEe, OHa HEIrPOMKO BCKPHUKHYIIA, IIPOTECTY:

— 4 He corairanacs!
Ho ee moBOIbHO I'POMKME BHIKPUKY ITPOTECTA OBIIM ITPOUTHOPUPOBAHBI 000UMU MYKUYNHAMHU.

Cupsa B nuMy3uHe, MeraH pasriaauiia 100Ky U IOBEPHYJIACh, YTOOH YCTPEMUTD IPOCTHEIN B3TJIAN Ha
HEBO3MYTUMOI'0 OMUIIUO:

— 9rt0 Heneno! Yero Te X04els JOOUTHCS, IIOXUINAS MEHSI?

— MH&I yKe BRIICHUJIM, YTO 3TO He TOXUIleHue. A 4ero s xouy gobuthces? Hy, mo KpaitHeil Mepe,
HaMeKa Ha 3[[paBblif CMBICII. — DMUJIMO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha ee JIUII0, B3JOXHYII U MpU3Hascsa: — [Ipoiger
HEeMaJI0 BpeMeHH, Mpexkae YeM 51 CHOBa ymyIny Tebs u3 Bugy. — Temnepb oH OymeT 60SThCS maxe
3aKpPHITh I'J1a3a, OIlacasiCh, YTO MeraH CHOBa MOXKET UCYE3HYTh.

— Ouens cMenHO!
— 4 He cobupaioch pa3BneKkaTh Tebs.

— A Tebe He IPUXONUTIO B TOJIOBY, UTO KTO-TO MOT 3aCHSATH BCIO 9Ty ClieHy? — crpocuia MeraH,
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KWBHYB Ha3a[l, B CTOPOHY TOJIIIHI.

OMUIMO OTKUHYJICS Ha CUAEeHbe. [10/1b3ys1Ch OTPOMHBIM IIPOCTPAHCTBOM B CajIOHE POCKOIIHOTO
aBTOMOOUJISI, OH BBITSIHYJT OJIMHHBIE HOTH U PACCTETHY KOXKAHYIO KYPTKY.

— Tsl uMeellb B BUAY, KaK BUEPAIIHUM yTPOM?

MeraH Hampsriace, ero 6JegHOe TUI0 TOKPACHEeNo oT cThiga. OH 3HAJ, YTO OHA MPOCIyIIasa
coobmenue Jlyn Puoca. Cam dMunuo OB B SPOCTH OTTOTO, YTO OTEI] BII€3 B €T0 Jena.

— JTO MPOU3OIIIIO CAyYaiHo. S He X0Tesa CIymIaTh 9TO CO00IeHre, — YeCTHO IPU3HaIach oHa. — 1
IIPOCTO TIOIIIJIa TIOMUTH BOMEI, KOTHA BKIIIOUMJIICS aBTOOTBETUMK, M yKe BO3Bpalllajiach B KPOBATh, HO
yCIIBIIIIaIa ©UMsI TBOETO OTIIa. 1 ImofgyMara, MOXKeT, ToMa KaKHe-TO MPo0IeMbI?

BmecTo saToro Meran Y3Halla, 9YTO CaMa SBJISIE€TCsA 1'Ip06J'IeMOI7I.

— Kaxkoe obneruenue! A s-To y ITOgyMaJ, YTO Ha MO0 I'OJIOBY CBaJIMJIach OOHA U3 TEX HEBYIIEK,
KOTOpBIE IPOBEPSIIOT MTOYUTY ¥ COOOIIEHUS] CBOUX MTapHeH.

— 4 6wl He... ... — BO3MyTHIaCh OHa, HO TYT IIOCMOTpeJia eMY B I'Jla3a X OCTAHOBUJIACh: — THI 3TO
HeCepLe3HO...

KoneuHo, oH u 0bl1 Hecephe3HbIM. OH Ke Ha3Ban ce0s «ee apeHb».

OMUIIEO XUTPO YABIOHYIICS:

— THI Tak CcYUTAaEIIL?

Osna omycrua rinasa:

— Tsl roBOpUI cO cBOUM OTLOM? OH BCe ellle 3JIUTCA?

— B03MOXHO. — OMUINO0 PaBHOAYIIHO IOXKaJ IjedaMu. — MoeMy 0TIy BCerfia YTO-TO He HPaBUTCH.

[ToH$B, UTO OH NBITAETCA CTJIaAUTH CUTYAIMIO, IUIIEL OBl HE 3a[IeTh ee YyBCTB, MeraH HaKphljia ero
PYKY CBOEH.

— Bce B mopsigke, OMUIINO, — YE€CTHO IIPU3HANACh OHA U COEPKAHHO YIRIOHYIAach, MOATBEPKIAS 3TO.
— Huyero Takoro, 4ero Okl 51 y2Ke He CIIBIIIaia.

W TyT XKe TsKeNo B3OOXHY/a, KOTHa OH B3SJI €€ PYKY U 3azKaJl MeXIy CBOMMHU JIQIOHSIMHU.
— 9T0 TO, 4ero ThI 60HBH_Ie HHUKOI'Ia HEe YCIBIMIUIND, — 2KECTKO ITPOU3HEC OH.

PyMsiHeIl 3au ee IIeKH, OHa PacCMesyiach ¥ MOMBITANIaCh BHEPHYTH CBOIO PYKY.

— Jla ou mpaB! 4 BHeOpa...

OMunmo nepedus ee rHEBHO:

— He rosopu artoro!

MeraH B3OPOTHYJIa OT €T0 POKOUYIIEro rojioca.

— XOpOH.IO, — KHBHYJIAQ OHA. — Ho TBI DOTKEeH MOMHHUTD, YTO BEI C OTI[IOM — IMpeaCTaBUTEIIN PA3HBIX
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mOoKoJieHu#. Takue BelId UMEIOT [Jis Hero 0OJbIlIoe 3HAYEHUE. ..

— Jleno He B BO3pacTe, a B HeBexKecTBe. He Hago MCKaTh [JIs HETO OIpaBOaHUM.
— Xopo1mo, — cornacunack Merad. — OTIyCTH MOIO PYKY.

— Her.

Cetiyac y Hero OBbIJIO TaKOe 3aAyMYHBOE BRIPAXKEHMe JIHIla, KOTOPOe TOJILKO YCUIIUBAJIO ero o0pas
Tafiliero aurena. Ee 4yBCTBUTENbHOE CEpJlle MPOMYCTUIIO HECKOIBKO YIapoB.

— Teot He Gymemib o6pallaTh BHUMAaHKUE Ha TO, YTO OH CKa3aJl, — MPA4YyHO HACTaBJIsA ee IMHUIIHO.
YepTr! ero nuiia CJIOBHO OKaMeHenu. — [la Kak OH BooO1e mocmen?!

Meras cTano SCHO: Oeno OBIJIO He B Hel, B OTHOLIEHUIX OMUINO0 ¢ oTioM. OHa He MOorJjla MOHITh
OOHOTO: KaK IIOXKMJIOA YeJIOBEeK He MOXKET 0CO3HATh, YTO €TI0 HaCTaBJIeHUE JeMCTBOBAINA Ha OMHUIIHO,
KaK KpacHas TPSIKa Ha OhlKa.

Omunuo Puoc O6vin U3 TEX MOAel, KOTOPhe He YCTyNanyd HU B 4eM, 0COOeHHO KOTI'fla Ha Hero NaBUJIH,
IyCThb axke 3TO IIJI0 Bpa3pes ¢ ero uutepecaMu. OH OB CIUIIKOM YIIPSIMBIM.

— 4 3Hana, YTO TH OTpearupyellb UMEHHO TaK. [lo3ToMYy § yuIna.
OH BOIIPOCHUTEINIHHO MOTHSI OPOBH:
— B cMmEICHE?

OMUINO He UMeJl HM MaJIeHIero MoHsSTUS O TOM, YTO TBOPUJIOCH y HEE B TOJI0BE, HO COMHEBAJICS, YTO
Meran cobupainack cKa3aTh: «THl OB CJIETI KO BCeMY, KpoMe He00XOIUMOCTH HAaUTH MeHS U
IIPUBSI3aTh K cebe».

Tak ¥ IoIy4uIoCs.

— IMpu3nHaiicst, OMUIKMO: ecii OB TH TAaK HE CTPEMHUJICS JOKa3aTh OTITY, YTO OH He MOXKET YKa3hBaTh
Tebe, YTO fienaTh, THl OBl He MOCIeInI 3a MHOKW? Ho TH moka3aj. MoxXKeT, Teliepb 0TBe3€eIlh MeHS
00paTHO B a9POIOPT?

OMUINO0 Pe3K0 PaCCMESJICS U B3bEPOIIHI CBOU BOJIOCHI.

— To, xak paboTaeT TBO MO3r, 6ymeT Bcerfa mopaxaTh MeHsI, — CKa3aJ OH, a caM mmomyMar: «He
TOBOPS Y2Ke 0 TOM, 4TO ellle ¥ Pa304apOBHIBaTh». — T0O €CThb, CJIEAYySI TBOEU JIOTUKE, eCyiu Obl MOi
oTel] BeJiell MHe XKeHUThCS Ha Tebe, 51 OBl TYT Ke yKa3as Tebe Ha [IBeph?

— 4 He TOBOPIO, UTO THI 3alies OB Tak ganeko, Ho... — OHa oceKyach, B ropjie IIePecoxJio.
OMUNINO HAKJIOHUJICS K Hel. Ero B3risi ObUT IPUKOBAH K ee Try0aM, U OH CKalall TUXO:

— BCKOpe TBI Y3Had€Illb, HACKOJILKO JaJIeKO 4 I'OTOB 3alTH, YTOOBI 3AlIUTUTH TO, YTO IPUHAOJIE2ZKUT
MHe.

— Tl myMaelb, TBOM OTELl Ha caMoM fiefie MUIIUT Tebs HacaencTBa? OH PEUIUTCS Ha 9TO?

IOMUINO OTKHHYJICA Ha CIIMHKY CUOEHbA, IIDUCBUCTHYB. BEITIO BUOHO, YTO €MY HEIIPUATHA 3Ta TeéMa U
4YTO OH CMOTPHUT Ha BCE IMPOUCXOOdAIINee CO CKEIITUIIU3MOM.
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— Ila meno He B feHbrax! Yrpo3sl Moero oTila HU4ero He 3Ha4aT Oy MeHsa. OH TOBOPUII, YTO JIUIIUT
MeHs HaCJe[CcTBa, Korfa s pa3Boguics. Mol oTBeT ceituac 6yaeT TakKuM ke, Kak u Toraa: «OTIUYHO,
BIiepen!»

— Trl pa3rapan, 4to oH 61edyeT?
«PHCKOBBIE MEDHI, HO, C IPYT'0¥ CTOPOHEI, OMUIIMO POKIEH PUCKOBATE>.

— IlTanTax paboTaeT, TONBKO eclii Te0sT BOIHYET BElllb, KOTOPOH YIPOKAIOT, — MOXKaJ IIedaMu
Omunno. — MHe HPaBUTCS TO, YeM 5T 3aHUMar0Ch. M s Bpojie HEII0X0 CIIPaBIsIOCh, HO €CIIM TaK
CIYYUTCS, YTO 3aBTPa MHE MPUIETCS HayaTh BCe CHAavaja, MeHs 3TO He 0C000 00eCIIOKOUT. A BOT Y
MOETO OTI[a, KOTOPBIH HAC/IaXKIaeTCss CBOUM 3aCITy?KEHHBIM OTOBIXOM Ha IMEHCUH, 0YeHb MOPOTHe
x000u. {1 3apabaTkBal0 MHOTO IEHET, @ OH MHOTO TPATHT.

— To ecTb oH He OynmeT nuiaTh TeOs HacmencTBa? — MeraH B3noxHyna. — Hy u crmaBa 6ory! Ho ecnu
HY2KHO, 51 MOTY ITIOTOBOPUTE C HUM caMa U OOBbSCHUTD, UTO /IS HAC HET... HY, HET BO3MOXKXHOCTH
OCKBEPHUTB T€HHl CeMbU Proc. — 3Has, 4TO ee CMeX IPO3ByYall JIXKUBO U HeyOeguTenbHo, MeraH
TIOIBITANIaCh COBPaTh 0oJee mpaBronono06Ho: — Hy, 4To 310 65T pocTo... Hy, TH 3Haels. ..

— Her, s He 3Ha0. MoXeT, ThI MHE PaCcCKaXelllb, YTO 3TO OBIIO0?

— IIpocTo cekc, TerKOMBICIIEHHBIN, CTy9alHbld CeKC. — MeraH yBuela, KaK ero rjaa3a 3aropeiuch
rHeBoM. OHa BHI3BIBaOIE BCKHHYIa MOA00ponoK. — Hy uTo? YTo 1 omaTh CKa3aja He Tak?

Bonapunach HanpsizKeHHas TUIIKHA.

OMUIIKO TIONEITAJICS 3aTOBOPUTH, HECMOTPSI HA KOMOK I'HEBa B CBOEY I'DYLIU:

— «IIpocTto cekc» 6bl1 y MeHs. [Jo BcTpeun ¢ To60M. Y Te6s1 — HeT.

— Hy, Torma y MeHs OB «BEJIMKOJIETIHBIM CEKC», — MPU3Halia OHa TUXO.

OH cTUCHYT 3y0H:

— M&I 3aHMMauCh 11000BbI0, MeraH.

OHa nouyBCTBOBaja, KaK OH HayaJsl CXUMaTh ee PYKy — BCe CUJIbHee U CUJIbHee, II0Ka He CTaJlo

6onpHO. Ho Meran efBa 4yyBcTBOBasa 60yib. OHa He MOTJjIa OTBE3TH T'Jla3 OT ero Nuila. B ero B3rmuspme
OHa BHfejla He4YTO HEBEPOSTHOE...

— 9 meuTan 06 3TOM IBa rofa.

Y Meran cBeno xkuB0oT. OHa yCcTaBUJIaCh Ha IMUJIKO, ee T'0JIoBa Kpyxkunachk. Ee Tpscio, Kak OyaTo B
JIUXOpafKe, 13-3a 3TUX YOUBUTEJILHEIX CIIOB.

Bce elile cMOTps ey B I'1a3a, OH MOAHST €e PYKY U MOfHEC K rybam:
— Ho peanbHOCTH OKa3anach HAMHOTO JIy4Ille MEYTHI.
9TO XpHUIIIoe MPpHU3HAHUE 3aCTABUIIO €e B3OPOTHYTh.

— OMUINO... {1 He IOHUMAI...
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«IToxoxKe, g CIUII0, ¥ MHE 9TO CHUTCS», — nmogymMmaljia MeraH, He II03BOJIsIsT cebe IIOBEPHUTEL B TO, 9TO
€ro0 HEeXXHHBIN 1 HIO6${H.[PII;'I B3rjidQ 3HAYUT KdK pPa3 TO, O 4eM OHa MEYTaeT.

— T myMaelilb, S He 3HAI0 9TOT0? — CIPOCKI OMHUINO. — TH caMas Hefora/iuBas XKeHIrHa. 1
yTOpa3[uiIo ke MeHs BIOOUTHCS UMEHHO B Tebss! — OH CMOTpen Ha ee JUI0. — YeCTHO TOBOPSI, THI
eIUHCTBEHHAs XKEeHIMHA, KOTOPYIO S KOrHa-Tu00 JTo0uIl.

OHa mmoMoTasa rojIoBoi. ITo ObIIO HETIPAaBAOM, OHAa 3HaJla, YTO 9TO OBIIO HelrpaBHow!
— Ho To1 mo6ur... Bece ele moOuie... Ty XKeHITUHY, KOTOPas...

— THI BCe ellle He MOHSJIA? — OMUINO B3SIJI €€ JIMIIO B CBOH JIafOHU. — $1 BII0OuMiICS B TeOs1, Meras.
THl 4 €CTh Ta XKeHIIrHa!

CkasaB 9TH CJI0Ba, IMUJIKO TOYYBCTBOBAN o6yierdenue. [10 MpoOIIeCTBUY OBYX JIET OH HAKOHEII-TO
IIPU3HAJICS e B CBOEM YYBCTBE.

EnBa pasnmuyuMoe TyfieHNe B ee T0JI0Be MIPEeBPATUIOCh B TPOMKUY I'yyl. MeraH, 6051Ch MOLIEBENTUTHCS,
OCTOPOKHO ITIOCMOTpeJIa eMy B I'/lTa3a. IMUINO0 ObUT aOCOMIOTHO CIIOKOeH. Ha nuile He IPOTHYN HU
OOVH MYCKYJ, XOTSI OH ObIJT MEPTBEHHO OJlefieH.

— A? — HepoymeBasna MeraH. «4to 3710? lyTKa? ECu Tak, 3T0 caMas KeCTOKas LIyTKa B MUpe», —
nyMaiia oHa. — Ho ThI XKe OpPOCHIT CBOIO KeHY, Thl... — OHa 3aMojIK/Ia. KpoBb MeMIJIeHHO OTXJIBIHYIa
OT ee nula. — JTo OLLIa... g1?!

— Brina u eCThb TH, — CHUIIIEIM TOJIOCOM IIOIIpaBUJI OH. — Hoquy Tebe Tak CJIOKHO B 3TO HOBepI/ITb?

OH cMmaxHy GONIBIIUM ITaJiblieM CJIe3y, KaTUBIIYIOCS 110 ee IeKe. Ero mobsimnas yiasi0Ka BeI3Bala elle
Oombire cneld. Cepame Meras ObIIO TOTOBO B30PBATHCS.

— Ho s xe He HpaBuach Tebe!

Ee mpoTecT NOTEPSIICS B HOJITOM U HEIKHOM IIOLETIYE. ..

Korga DMUMo OTCTPaHUIICS OT ee T'y0, OHU MO-TIPEKHEMY YyBCTBOBAJIM AbIXaHUE APYT OpyTa
CMOTpEJH OPYT APYTY B IIa3a.

«Ecyu 3TO COH, S TOYHO HE X049y MPOCHIIAThCsI», — AyMajia Meras.

OHa nopopBUHYIAach O1MXKe, ¥ ee pyKa CKOJIb3HYJIa IOf] ero KOXKaHyI0 KypTKy. MeraH I0I0Xua
PYKH Ha ero MIMPOKYI0 rpymb. [laxke ckBO3b (hyTOOJIKY OHa YyBCTBOBaJa XkKap €ro Tejla U CUJIbHEIE,
3aBOpaXKUBAIOIIYe yaapH ero cepala.

— Bpome ThI HACTOAIIUH. ..
«HW yXK TOYHO BEJIMKOJIEITHbIHN».
OMunmMo yneOHYICS U JIEBTOHBKO YKYCHUJI €€ TIOJIHYI0 HUXKHIOW T'y0y.

— Kakas 1o cnagkasi! — cKasajl OH, 3allyCcKasl PyKy II0f ee 100Ky U IOTJIaXKKUBas TJIaiKyi0, MATKYIO,
KaK IIeJiK, KoxXy ee O6emep. MeraH ene gwimnana. — Y Te0s caMast moTpsicaoias Koxa!

MeraH paccTpousack, KOrfa oH yopan pyky. Eciu 651 OH peuut 3aHIThCs C Hell TI000BbI0 IPSIMO Ha
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3a[IHEM CHIEHbE 3TOT0 IMMY3UHA IIPU YCIIOBUM, YTO OT BOOUTES UX OTHENSIIA TOJTbKO TOHUPOBAHHAS
CTeKJISTHHAS ITeperopopka, oHa Okl ¥ He TIOgyMaJia OCTaHaBIuBaTh ero. OHa OBl CHesasa Bce, 4ero Ol
OH HHU 3axorte!

Ha atot pa3 el OBIIO0 HHUYYTh HE CTEIOIHO 34 CBOU MBICJIH.

— Ho, 9Munuo, — Haydaja OHa, IBITasICh COOpPATh B €MUHYIO0 KAPTUHKY BCE Ta37Ibl, OTBETUTH Ha BCE
BOIIPOCH. — 4 He noHUMa... Kak... Te BLIXOOHEIE...

— Te BBIXO[IHbIE, — TTOBTOPUJI OH YTOMJIEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM.
— Twl mpe3upan MeHst! TH egBa MOT pa3roBapuBaTh CO MHOW M Ha3BaJl MEHS MTOTACKYIIKOM.

— B TOT meHb ST HE MOT [lazKe CMOTPETh Ha Tebsi. — DMUINO0 U celyac 3anics Kpackon. — Moii 6or!
— IMIPOCTOHAJ OH, OTCTPAHSSICh OT Hee. — ¢ He MOT 1oBepsAThL cebe, KOTOa MBI IIPOCTO HAaXOAUIIUCH B
OomHOM KoMHaTe. Bosincs, 4To BhmaM ce0st ¢ TOI0BOM. A THI TOJIBKO BCE YCIIOXKHSIA — S YYBCTBOBAJ,
YTO HPaBJIIOCH Tebe.

— ¢ Tak u 3Hama! — BOCK/IHMKHYIa MeraH, OTKUIBIBASICh HA CIIMHKY CumeHbs. OHa IpuXkaja PyKy KO
70y, OCTPO OIIyIas IPOIUTyo o0uny. — 4 3Haa, YTO TH moragasncs! OTo OBIIO yKACHO — S
YyyBCTBOBAjIa ce0s Tak... Tak... Korga s cumea 3a CTOJIOM PSIOM C TOGOM B TOT Bedep, s He MOIJa
IHIIIATE... [IpaBma, MJyMana, YTo BIafly B UCTEPUKY UM YTO-TO THIIA TOTO. B TOT meHb 3a OKHOM I[BEJIH
naHpbim. Temeps, KOTa s 9YBCTBYIO UX 3allaX, Y MEHS y4YalllaeTcs cepaueOueHue. . .

— ¢ He MOMHIO, YTO TaM OBIIH 3a IBETHL. Ho s MOMHIO, KaK TH BOIIIA, 0M037aB. Tkl BHIT/ISAETIA TaK...
— OMUIIMO CO CBUCTOM BTSIHYJT HO3OPSIMHU BO3AYX U MOTPSIC TOMOBOM. — 4 Kak 6yaTo yBumen Te0s
BIIEPBBIE. Y MEHS IepPexXBaTUIIO ObIXaHue. 1 meiTancs 60pOThCS... He XOTel IPU3HaBaTh Haxke, YTo
TaKoe BO3MOXKHO. JI1000Bb BCerfia IpefCcTaBisanachk MHe HeKoell GaHTasuel. Mos XKu3Hb Obllla Y4€TKO
CIIJTaHMpPOBaHa: paboTa, XKeHa, KoTopas He TpeboBajla HUKaKUX YyBCTB K cefe. IMOLIMOHAIbHAS
OTCTPAHEHHOCTbD Mieflajia XKU3Hb IPOIIe, HO 10 TOT0 Beuepa S U He MOJ03peBa, KAaKUM OOUHOKUM OHa
MOTJIa MEHSI CHeaTh.

TponyTas mo0 cne3 npu3HaHUEM MU0, MeraH NpoTSHyIa K HEMY PYKY U C J1I000BBI0 KOCHYJIACh €T0
nuna. OHa 3Haja, YTO [JIs 3TOr'0 CUJIBHOTO, YBEPEHHOT0 B cefe MyKUMHbL ObIJIO CJIOKHO HaXxe
IPU3HATh CBOIO CJ1ab0CTh.

— W Korpa s moiMarn TOro HeyJauHuKa B MallliHe ¢ TO0O, 5 3HaJl, 1 Bce 3Hal... M Tak CHUIBHO XOTe
KOCHYTBCA T€0S... ITO OBIJIO CAMOM MyUUTEILHOM IBITKOU. JT0... — OH 3amMosyail.

Ha ero BCTpeBOKEHHOM JIMIIE TIOSIBUJIOCH KeJIaHKWe, KOTna MeraH o0Hs/Ia ero JIUIO JIANOHIME U
IPUTSIHYIA K cebe.

YTKHYBIIUCE B €T0 J100 HOCOM, OHa 3aKphlia Ijla3a, BLOXHYJIa TEeIJIbIY MyKCKOH 3alax U IollesioBaa.
Ha cexyHny OMumuo 3acTell. 3aTeM, 3aCTOHaB, Hadasl 11eJI0BaTh €€ B OTBET C TAKUM SPOCTHHIM
T0JIONOM U HAaCTOMYMBOCTHIO, KOTOPHIE TYT Ke MpoOynuiu B MeraH OTBETHEIE YyBCTBaA.

— VX TeI! — BHIIOXHYIA OHA, KOTa OHU HaKOHel] OTCTPAaHUIUCE APYT OT Opyra.
— Jla yX, yX Tbl! — IOBTOPWJI OMUJTIKO.
OH BBITTIAAEN TAaKUM XKe MOTPSICEHHBIM, KakK OHa.

MeraH noBepHyJa rojIoBy U IIOIeJI0oBajia ero PyKy, KoTopas JiacKasa ee JIHIIO.
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— Ho mouemy THI Tak u He JOTPOHYJICS OO MEHS, DOMUINO?
— 4 OnIT XKeHar.

— KoHeuHO, — BCHBIXHYJIa OHA OTTOTO, YTO €M IPHUIIIOCH HAIIOMHUTh: OMUJIM0O — YEJIOBEK YEeCTU. —
Hy a moTtom, Korfa TH pasBejcs, noyemy ke Tl He?.. — (OH BOIIPOCUTENBHO OTHSI OPOBb.) —
[Touemy He mpuien u He 3abpaj MeHs? — CIIPOCHIIa OHa ITPOCTO.

— 4 mpuxomun, — npusHancs IMunuo. — Korma mpoiio BpeMs. f He XoTen, 4ToOH Ha Te0s Belanu
SpNbIKY. f mpuinen K Tebe JOMOM, HaMepeBasiCh CIPECTH B OXAIKy M 3aTallluTh K ce6e B OCTENb. —
OnuH yrojoK ero pTa IPUIOOHSJICS, U Ha ero JIulle IOosBUIach UpOHUYecKas yiribka. — MHe maxe B
T'OJIOBY He IIPUXOAUJI BapUaHT, UTO THl MOXKEIIb ¥ He XKOaTh MeHs. f1 coBceM He OBLTI TOTOB K TOMY,
YTO IBEPh MHE OTKPOET KPaCUBHIY I0JTyOOHaKEHHBIM MyKUYMHA U CKaXkeT MHe, YTO THI B JyIIIe.

— 9T0 OBIN [IK0111! — BOCKIIMKHYJIA OHA.
OMUINO KUBHYI:

— Ila, TBOU cocep 10 KBapTUpe. Temeps-To 5 3HAI0 0 €r0 OPHEHTAlLlWY, a B TOT [eHb IIPHUILIe K
npyromy, 60jiee 04eBUIHOMY 3aKJTIOYEHHIO, — Pa3BeJl pyKaMu OH. — Bcerpga HempUsTHO
IIOYYBCTBOBATh Cce0sT MypakoM, a TakxKe 0CO3HaTh, YTO TBOE CepAlle Pa3duTo, a BCe HafleK Okl
pyxHynu. fd 4yBcTBOBaJ... — Ha ero nuiie mosiBuiack BUHOBATas yabl0Ka. — ITO OBIJI0O HEJIOTUYHO, HO
s IOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO THI ITpefiajia MeHs. ['0paoCTh He II03BOJIMIa MHE I10C/IeoBaTh CBOUM
WHCTUHKTaAM U OTOUTE TeOs y 3TOTO MmapHs. 4 cka3an cebe: B CIeAYIONINYI pa3 BO3bMY UHUIIMATHBY B
CBOM PYKH. B rimy0uHe gyuiu s HUKOT[A He Tepsiyl HafleKIbl, YTO MHE MPeICTaBUTCS ciydai. Kormga
Qununm ckasajl, 4YTO TBOU IapeHb CheXall C Balllell KBapTUPEHL, S IIOHSI: II0pa AeuCcTBOBaTh. [laBai
IIPOCTO CKaxeM, 5 He 04eHb-TO PAaCCTPOUIICA M3-3a 3TOM TBOeH yTpaThl. Ha crnemyroumi qeHs s
1Ioexasl B adpoIopT, YTOOL TOTOBOPUTEL ¢ Po3aHHOM. MHe X0TeNoch yOeOuTh ee: el He HyKHO
YyBCTBOBATh Ce051 BUHOBATOM. Y MEHS BCE HalaguIIOCh C TOM XKEHIIUHOM, C KOTOPOU 5 He MOT OBITh,
TIOKa MBI OBUTH 2K€eHaTHl. 1 myman o Tebe BCIO MOPOTY ¥ BAPYT BCTPeTus Tebs B aspomnopty! 4 He
nyMmarn o Po3anHe, Korga uenoBai Tebs. [TpocTo ciemoBan CBOMM MHCTUHKTAM. AX, eciu OHl 5
TI0CJIeloBaJl CBOMM MHCTUHKTAM U B TOT Beuep, KOIfia TBOM coCe[l OTKPHUI MHE ABEPD! STOT rofm OBl
OBl COBEPIIIEHHO APYTHM...

Bonb Ha ero nuile BhI3Bajla OTBETHYIO O0JIb B ee NM00sIIeM cepaiie.

— A s Tak 3aBHU/I0BajIa TEM XyIbIM, KPACUBBIM KeHIIMHAM Ha ¢oTorpadusix ¢ To6oi, — mpu3Hamach
oHa. — Ho Kak ObI CUIIBHO 5 HU CTapasiach, Kakue OBl MUeThl HU BhIOKWpAa, T BCe PaBHO He MOTJia
BEITJIAETHh KaK OHU.

— Bor Moi#t! — BOCKIMKHYJ OH, y2KaCHYBIIUCh. — Yero Obl ST He XOTeJl, TaK 3TO TOTO, YTOOBI THI
BHITJISITEIIa KaK 9TH XKEHIUHE. MHe HpaBsATCS U3TUObI TBOET0 Tejla. TaKoM HoJXKHa OhITh XKEeHIITHHA
— Temnyou u MITKo#. Trl 00JbIlle HUKOTTIa He Oyelh CUIeTh Ha queTe!

CTpacTs, C KOTOPO¥ OH ITPOU3HEC 9TH CJIOBA, BEI3BAJIa y MeraH YIbIOKY.

A IOTOM OHA ITOCMOTPEIa Ha DMHUINO U CKa3ajla HEMHOTO XPHIIJIEIM T'OJIOCOM:
— 41 mpaBpa m0010 Tebs1, IMUIIHO.

— U s mo6mio Tebs.

Hx Houenyﬁ OIIAIICA OO TeX IIOP, IIOKa OHH He IIoObeXallk K JOMY Omunuo. Hu oguH 13 HUX He
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3aMeTHJI, YTO MallliHa OCTAHOBUJIACh, & TAKTUYHBIA BOIUTEIb PEIINIT He OECIIOKOUTD UX.
MeraH 1noo0Xkua rojioBy Ha IPyib OMUIINO U B3JOXHYJIA:

— Xopotas Belllb 3aKJII0YaEeTCSd B TOM, UTO, KOTZa g YOy U3 GUPMBI 1 OTKPOIO CBOe COOCTBEHHOE
[ieno, 1 CMOTY IIpUieTaTh B Magpua HaMHOTO 4aiile. M1 MOXKeT, THl HHOTIa TOXKe CMOXKeIllb HaBellaTh
MeHs B JIoumone?

— Ho T MOXKeIh HayaTh CBOM OM3HEC U 3}160]3? A ImomMory TeOe C I3LIKOBBIMU HpOGHeMaMI/I, X0T4,
KOHEYHO, JIy4Ille 6y;1eT 3alMCcaThCs Ha HHTEHCHUBHHII KypC IIOOTOTOBKH.

— THI X0uelb, YTOOH 5T TIepeexasa CIofa... IMUIKO0, 9TO TBOH CITOCO6 CIIPOCHUTh: Iepeeny Nu s K
Tebe?

OH mokayan rojioBou:

— Hert, Mos nmo6uMasi. ITo Moii ciocob CIIPOCKTD: BHIMEIIb JIA TH 3a MEHS 3aMyXK? A mymar, 3To
IIOHATHO.

— Toneko He MHe, — B3[0XHYyIa Meras.
— Tebe Hy>KHO BpeMs IIOAyMaTh? — IMUJIMO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha Yachl. — [JocTaToyHOo Tebe Tpex CEeKyHA?
MeraH He MOrla He pacCMesIThbCS Hafl TAKUM CTPAHHBIM IIPENJI0XKEHUEM.

— 4, KOHEYHO, CMOT'y TTOA0XKAAaTh 3T TPU CEKYH[IHI, TIOTOMY YTO KIajl TBOET'0 OTBETa ABa I'ofia, HO
Kaxfas HOBas CeKyHOa OXUOaHUs 3a0HUpaeT y MeHs TOf XKU3HHU.

OH OBITT ITPaB, ¥ 0CO3HAHKE 3TOTO IO3BOJIUIIO el paccmabuThes. K yeMy BOTHOBAThCS M3-3a BHIOODA,
KOTOPHIM OHA Cesaja TaBHEIM-TaBHO?

— 4 OBl He X0TeJa 3TOro. f X04y, YTOOB MOM MYyXK OBLT PSIIOM eIlle JOJIT0-[OJTO.

OMMIIMO BREIIOXHYT C 06/eryeHreM. EMy Ka3amoch, YTO OH 3afiepxKaJl JAbIXaHHue ele TOrMa, JABa romga
Ha3aj.

— Tert He moxkarneelnb 06 aToM. 4 obeiaio Te6e, MeraH, T He MOXKajeellb 06 3ToM! — BOCKIIUKHYIT
OH ¥ OOPYIIKT Ha Hee COTHH ITOLIeIyeB.

Korpma SOmunuo, HakoHell, fobpascs g0 ee T'y6, OH Hadasl 1eJioBaTh MeraH MefJIeHHO U My4YUTEIbHO
HEXHO.

CycTs KaKoe-TO BpeMsi MeraH OTCTpaHU/Iach OT HEro, CMesCh.

— 4 TonbKO 4TO moHANa. Kak [moaro Mel HaX0guMcs 30ech? f uMero B BUAY — He B MalllHE, a B
Mapgpupe?

OMUINO CBEpPHUICA C 4aCaMu:
— [loutHu OBagLaTh YeTrIpe YacCa, eClin OBITH TOYHEIM.

— THI TOHWMaeIh, YTO s MPOBeJia OBAALATh YeTHIPe Yaca B OMHOM U3 CaMbIX KPACOYHBIX M
TIOTPSICAOIIKX TOPOOB MUpa. Y Bce, YTO 5 BUOesa, — 3TO TBOS KBApTUPa ¥ aspomnopT? Boxe, MbI
BEPHYJIUCh 00paTHO, a 5 Jaxke U He 3aMeTuna!
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— Ila yX, MefCTBUTENIbHO, — MPU3HA IMHUINO0. — 1 YYBCTBYIO, YTO HOIKEH ITOJEIUTHCS C TOOOH
erre 6ojiee MOKUPYIOLUIMMY HOBOCTSIMU. 51 He 3amIaHUPOBajl OCMOTP JOCTONPUMeYaTeTbHOCTEN Ha
Onuxaniee Gymoyiree.

Ee ry0Onl TpoHYIa yIbIOKa, a TUIIO IIPUHSIIO HEBUHHOE BEIPAXKEHMUeE.

— YT0 Xe TH 3all/laHUuPOBa?

Ha ero cMyriom nuile mosiBuiack 030pHas y/ibi0OKa, OT KOTOPOM ee cephile 3abunoch OLICTpee.
— IloiimeM co MHOH, g IIOKaxy Tebe.

MeraH ycMexHyJach 4 B3siJIa €ro 3a PyKy, KOTOPYIO OH MPOTSHYT ei. OT 3TOT0 MpeaIoKeHus: OHa He
cobupasack OTKa3kIBAThCS.

— [MTouemy 0wl 1 HeT? Magpun OyaeT 37ech U 3aBTpa.

— W B cnepgytomnyio Hefleno, — KUBHYI OMuUno. B3ss o0e pyku MeraH B CBOM, OH CEPBE3HO
IIOCMOTpeI Ha Hee. — U 51 Oyny. Bcerga Oyny psmoM ¢ ToGO.

9TO IPOCTHIE CJI0Ba 3HAYUIM [J11 MeraH HaMHOTO OOJIbIlle, YeM KJIITBE, KOTOPEIMU OHU MOTJIN
BCKOpe 00MeHAThCS y antapsi. OHa KMBHYJIa U CKasaa:

— U s Bcerma Oyny psmoM ¢ To00#, OMUIKO.

Crne3wl pagocTu 61ecTeny Ha Iekax MeraH, Korfa oOHa O3BOJIMJIA DMUJIMO BLHIBECTH €€ II0f JIy4YH
YTPEHHET0 COJIHIIA.

Taxk OHU BCTYNIIMJIA B HOBYIO KU3Hb.

Baumanue!
TeKcT mpegHa3HaYeH TOJIBKO [IJIsI MPeIBapUTEIbHOT0 03HAKOMHUTEIbHOTO0 YTEeHHSI.

ITocjie 03HAKOMJICHHSI C COlepXKaHueM JaHHOH KHUTH BaM ciienyer He3amMeI/IMTEe/IbLHO ee
ymaauTh. CoXpaHsisi JaHHBIA TEKCT BBl HeceTe 0TBETCTBEHHOCTH B COOTBETCTBHH C
3aKOHOOATe/ILCTBOM. JII000e KoMMepYecKoe H HHOe HCIIO/Ih30BaHHe KpoMe
NMpeIBapUTeIbHOT0 03HAKOM/ICHHSA 3anpenieHo. [Iy01MKanusa TaHHBIX MaTEePHA/IOB He
npecijaeayer 3a CO00M HUKAKOH KOMMEPUYEeCKOH BhIroJbl. ITa KHHra CII0OCOOCTBYET
npo¢eCCHOHATHLHOMY POCTY YHTATE/IeH U SBJIAETCS PeKIaMOH OyMaKHBIX H3TaHUH.

Bce IIPdBd Ha HCXOOHbIE€ MdaTepPHAJ/IbI IPHHAA/IE2KaT COOTBETCTBYIOIIIUM OPraHU3adIIUsIM H
YdCTHBIM JIMIIaM.
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