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Enena 3Be3gHas
[IpaBo Ha c4acTbe

Topopn cran B CHSHUY YIUYHBIX (oHApeH, a ABoe BIIOOIEHHBIX, IepKach 3a PyKH, OPOAUIN OT YIIHLIbL
K yNIulle, He XKejas paccTaBaThcs. OHU IEJI0BAIMCh Ha BETPY Y IPUCTAHH, IIPOTYIUBAIKCH 110
TOPOMICKOMY ITapKy, HETOPOIIJIMBO IEPEeXOIUIIN OT CTAaTyH K CTaTye B TJIAaBHOM XpaMe UMIepuu... 1
Cyinasi 3aJOPHBIN CMeX [IeBYIIKH ¥ CYACTIIUBHIN T'0JI0C MYKUYKMHBI, HUKTO U He IogyMaJl Obl, 4TO B
HEJOPOTruX YePHHIX IIalnax OecirabalrHo rysoT uMiIepaTop PaTtacca u KHATUHS ['aopHL.

XaccusH paccKa3biBajl 0 TOPOJie, O 3[aHUSIX U JTIOMSX, KOTOPhIe UX CTPOUIH, a KaTu BOCTOP:KEHHO
Chyinasna, u yeM 0oJbllle 3HaKOMUIIACh C YIUBUTEIbHOM CTOJIUIEH UMIIEPUH, TEM YOUBUTENIbHEE el
Ka3aJics opeBHUM [JapxapaH.

— JTOT ropof Ha Tebs IT0X0K, — HEOXHUIAHHO CPaBHUII fH.
— [Touemy? — u3ymunace Kak HUKOrga cyactiusas Katu.

— Ero cTonbKO pa3 3aBOEBLIBAH, HO [lapxapaH BCerga BOCCTAHABIIUBAJICS U C KAXKIBIM Pa3oM
CTAQHOBUJICS Kpelue U mpekpacHee... Kak u Tel. — B TeMHOTe OriecHy/a ero 0eocHe:KHas yIbl0Ka. —
4 Bce BepHO MOHSAI?

— B03M0OXKHO, — YKJIOHYMBO OTBETHJIA [EBYIIKA, — a C Y4eM MOXKHO CPaBHUTH Bac, MOU UMIIepaTop?

On YCMEXHYJICA U IIOBEJI €€ BHOBL K I''ldBHOMY XPaMy, Ha IIJIOIIAOX Iepea KOTOPEIM OHU T'YIIAIIN B
MOMEHT Pa3roBopa.

— Botr! — XaccusiH BeIu4eCTBEHHO yKa3ajl Ha He MeHee BeJIMUeCTBEHHOe, YeM ero KecCT 3[aHue
IJIaBHOTO XpaMa, — HO 4 nay4yiie! YU monoxe... Y1 He CTOIb IPOJaKHEIN H...

— 3HavYUTEIBHO IPUBJIEKATeNIbHEE, — HE yaepkKanach KaTapuHa.

[TpUTBOPHO-IPO3HOE PHIYaHUE UMIIEpATOpPa, ¥ KaTu co cMexoMm 6pocuiiach mpoyb, Cacasich OT
rHeBHOTO fIHa. OH 6e3 Tpyna JorHasl, IOOXBATUJI HA PYKU U, 3aKPYKUB BU3XKAIIyI0 OT BOCTOPTa
IEeBYIIKY, PE3KO MMpuxkai K ce0e ¥ TUXO0 IPOLIenTa:

— CyacTbe ThI MO€... TIe e Thl CTOJIbKO JIeT Obla?

— 4 6rina B amy, — mpoienTtana KatapuHa, — B MpayHOM I0o3eMHOM JTabupuHTe 663 BEIXOa U
IIpaBa Ha CMepTh, a cenyac...

— Ceiiyac, 4T0? — mepecnpocun 4.
— Boroch moBepuTh, — [eBYyIIKa YILIOHYIACh U IIOJI0XKUIA TOJIOBY Ha ero IJIedo.
— OpHO TBOE CJIOBO... — HAMEKHYJI HUMIIePaTop.

— A KoMy nOoCBdIIeHa 3Ta cratysi? — KaTu ykasasia Ha MpaMOpHOe U3BasiHUe [IeBYIIKY, CIIOBHO
3aCTHIBLIEN HA Kpaio 0OpbiBa ¥ MPUIKABIIEH PYKU K TPYOH, IIEPEN TeM KakK yracTh B IPOTMACTb.

— JeBe OpTaHOHCKOM, — XaCCUSH OCTOPOXKHO IIOCTABUJ ee Ha HOTU U e]Ba OTIYCTUJ, TyT XKe BHOBb
B3S1JT 3@ PYKY, — Y HEE 0YeHb IevYasbHast UCTOPHUS.

— IIpaBga? — yguBunach Karapuna. — CunTtaeTrcs, 4To pon BUnieHCKUx ee IpsgMou ITOTOMOK, HO...
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— Ho?
— C0XKHO NpefcTaBUTh, KaK MOIJIX [TOSBUTHCS IIOTOMKY y HEBUHHOU HeBhl! — KaTu ynbOHynacs.

OHU TIPOIOJIKUIIY TY/ISATh, ¥ BCKOPE MOIIIH 0 KOHIIa ajuien, roe KataprHa yBumena cTapyio CTaTyio
IpaKoHa. B oTIMYMe OT OCTANbHBEIX CKYJIBITYP B ITAapKe, 9Ta CTOsJIa He TOJIBKO B CAaMOM KOHIIE, HO U
0Ka3aJjiach B MMOJTYPA3PYIIEHHOM COCTOSHUMU.

— J:[paKOH N3 YEepPHOT'0 I'PaHUTA, — II0BEaJl fH, 3amMeTHB ee B3TISO, — KOTOa-TO Hadyalo ajjien
HaXOOMUJIOCh MMEHHO 30ECh, X 3Ta CTATyAd XPAaHUTEJIA rOpOda BeH4YadJld BXO[ B XpaM ,]:[paKOHa.

— A motoM?
— Kynbt IIpecBetnoro OrruraHa, MOTHOCTHIO BEITECHUIT SI3bIUECKOEe TIOKJIOHEHUEe JpakoHaM.
XaccusiH SIBHO He 3KeJlajl TOBOPUTh 00 9ToM, HO Katu Obllla 3auHTPUTOBaHa.

— [ToroBapuBaloT, — AEBYIIKa OTIYCTHUJIA €T'0 PYKY ¥ IOJOIIIa K CTAaTyH, OCTOPOXKHO KOCHYBIIIUCH
KphlJIa YyAuIlla, — YTO B laBHHE BPeMeHa, KOTla BCe U3BECTHRIE HaM I'OCy/lapCcTBa ObITA 00beUHEHE
B KOPOJIEBCTBO A¥iliepaH, KOTOPBEIM IIPABUII POL 000POTHEH-IPAaKOHOB.

— Kak muno, — fu paccmesncsa. — MpeMm, a 3Ty cTaTyio JaBHO 1opa yoparTh.

— IMTouemy? — KaTapuHa mpofioyiKasa CTOSITh, pasrjsabiBas B CBeTe Marn4eCcKux I1apoB OrPOMHOI0
IpaKoHa.

— Bce 4TO HaM 0CTaIOCh OT HUX, 3TO CBET, — $IH, OCTOPOKHO B35IB €€ 3a PYKY U YBOMS IIPOYb.

— ¢ oOpaTuia Ha HETO BHUMaHUE, HO KaK OH 3aropaeTcs?

— Hwukak. 9TH mapkl IPOCTO IIOCTOSTHHO CBETSATCS BOT YK€ HECKOJIBKO COTEH JIeT, YeM MEI
TI0JTb3YEMCH.

U f1u yBmeK ee 3a coboi. OHY TY/ISIIM OO PAacCBETa, TOBOPS HU 0 4eM u 000 BCEM, TaHIIeBaIu CPeNu
IYCTHIX aJlJIel, ¥ MOJITO-MOJITO CTOSIM OOHSIBIIKUCH ¥ BOPOT OCOOHSIKA BUIIEHCKUX.

— HeHaBI/I}Ky PaCCBETHI, — THUXO ITPU3HAJIACh Katu, rnsapst Ha ajeloninii BOCTOK.

— Trl MHe paccKaxelllb? — OH IIPUIIOAHST ee INYMKO, BTIISIABIBAsCh B Kapue rjia3a U C JoCamou
3aMeydasi OIUHOKYI0, CKOIb3HYBILYIO I10 LIeKe CIE3UHKY.

— Het, — npowenrasna Katu.
— Pacckaxerns, — 0H HEXKHO NOIENI0BAJI, — IIPOCTO ellle He BpeMs. Cnagkux CHOB, Mos KaTapuHa...

Tak u 3aBepIinuIach WX rnepBas HO4b... KaTu BOIIIa BOPOTA, HEXOTS MOAHSIACH 10 CTYIEeHbKaM K
noMy u 06epHyJiach — XacCUSH CTOSITT Y OTKPHITHIX BOPOT, 0XKKast ITI0Ka OHA BOU[ET...

* % %

A HOBHI IeHb BCTPETHUI €€ CJIafKUM apoMaToM LiBeToB. KaTapuHa MOTSHYIach, OTKPhLIA I1as3a u
IIepBO€e YTO yBUZENa — OTPOMHBIYA OYKeT y ee IOCTeNH. 3a OKHOM SIpKO CBETUJIO NOJIyIeHHOE COJIHIIE,
IIyMeJI Topof, a OykeT 6eJI0CHEKHBIX P03 CJIOBHO HAIIOMMHAJ O IIPOTYJIKe IIOf JIYHOMH.
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— Kartapuna, — 6apoHecca Bollljla ¥ B U3yMJIEHUU OCTaHOBHUIAach — KaTu pajocTHO oOHMMana
oykeT. — [IUTST MOe, 3TO elrle He BCE... B X0JJIe NeCSITKH OYKeTOB U He TOJIbKO. KTO TBOM IMOKJTOHHUK?

— Jla? — meByIIKa IOJCKOYHMIIA, IIOCIEIIHO HafieJla YTPeHHUM XallaT ¥ HETePIeInBO BOCKIIMKHYTIA, —
a yto? Yto eme?

— Cmyckalics, — MaTyIlIKa ¥ caMa yJbibanach, — ¥ BCE YBUOUIIIb.

Beape Obltu 1BETHL... Ha CTymeHbKax, B X0JIJIe, B TOCTUHOM, Ha OBOPE... BeT0CHEKHEIE PO3EI, JIUJINY,
XPU3aHTEeMEHL... I B caMbIX 00IBLINX OyKeTaX KPOIIeUHbIe TOCIaHuUs, TIePEBUTEIE CEPEeOPUCTHIMU
JIEHTOYKaMH...

— A-a-a-a, IIpecBetmnsiii! — Jnmu3a cbexkasna 1o mecTHuile 06oruas cectpy, — LIBeTsl! 0-0-0, KOMY Bce
3T0?

— Kartapune! — PaccaH focTan OgHO U3 MOCTIaHUM, UTHOPUPYST HeOmOOPUTENbHEIN B3TTISIA MaTEPH,
Harjo pa3BepHYII U YAUBJIEHHO IIPOYUTAI.

— «TBou cmex Cepe6pI/ICTBIMI/I KOJIOKOJIbYMKaMHU 3BY4YHT BO MHe, CHaCTke MOE€, KaTapI/IHa».

— Pac, — I'apcas pe3ko mopoles, BEIPBaJl U3 €ro PYK II0C/IaHhe, — BePX HEBOCIIUTaHHOCTH YUTATh
yyxkue nuceMal

— Bepx pacnyTHOCTH BO3BpaIlaThCa Ha paccBeTe! — mpophlvyan MIaAmui Opar.
— Trl MeHSI HeHaBUOUIIL? — CIIOKOWHO cripocuia KaTu.
— 4 tebs mpe3upaio! — Paccan 6pocun KpolleYHbId CBUTOK ¥ Pa3BePHYBIINCH yIIET.

— 4 tebs moHUMAlI0, — BCleq eMy ckKa3ana KaTaprHa, — TonbKO MOMHH, Pac, ocyxknaTh Bcermua
IIPOCTO... IIOHSATH CIIOXKHEE.

— Trl m030p Halelr ceMbu! — yXKe y ABEepel 3aKpuydas IHOIIA.
Onu3a, C HEOXKUIAHHOMU [IJIT HE€ CYPOBOCTHIO TOCMOTPEJIa Ha HETro, U efiBa CJILIIITHO TPOU3HeCIa:

— PaccaHn, 6marogapst 3ToMy 1030py TH ceiyac xkuB! My 3a6bii1, Kak Bo¥cka [lapuaHa
PacIpaBIsINCh C KaXKI0M ITOCMEBIIeH BOCCTaTh ceMbel? M 3a0blT KaK Ha TBOMX I'JIa3aX Ka3HUIIN
npy3ei? 2Kamnb, 4TO He OBbIJIO TEOS, KOTHA TOHYJIM CBSI3aHHBIMU Te, YbH 2KEHHI 3a TH0esIbio ObIH
BBIHY2KIEHBI MOJT4a HaOmogaTh!

FOHoOMIa B3OPOTHY U OIyCTHII IJ1a3a.

— XBatut! — KaTapuHa MeOjIeHHO CIIyCTHUJIacCh, IOAHSIa OPOIIeHHYI0 OpaToM 3aMucKy U C YIIbIOKOH
BHOBB IIPOYJIa HAIMCAHHOE.

JnM3a MoJlya [ofaja eu ciaenympollee nociaanue: «Bo3Bpalasce, Ipullesl K CTpPaHHOMY BEIBOLY —
001110 TEOS.. . ».

Kartu npouuTasna u gajna IpodyuTaTh CECTPUUKeE, CIeNOM IIoc/laHue B3sia OapoHecca.
Tpetsbe rinacuno: «CYynuTam MUHYTHL..»

— Karapuna, — 6apoHecca B3TJIsiHyJIa Ha J0Yb, — [T0BeJall HaM UM CTOJIb... He 6eJHOTO
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IIOKJIOHHHKaA.

JleByIllKa JTUIIL XUTPO yIEIOHYIach B OTBET, OCTOPOXKHO pacKphiBas ciefyollee nocnanue. OHa He
MOT'JIa IOBEPUTD, YTO BCe 3TO eil. HeT, He 1BeTH — nocnaHusi. HexHble, TpOTaTeNlbHELE,
HallOJTHEHHEIE YYBCTBAMH.

CoycTsl 4ac mocTaBUIM oXKepelbe u3 6enoro xkemuyra. CiycTs elile yac 6pacneT u3 6e10ro 30J10Ta.
K obeny KoH(peTH 13 6eJioro MI0KoJafia, U HOBOe IocnaHue: «Jlaii momoboBaThcs Ha TeOS... XOTh
H3TAJH...».

— Marymika, Kak CKOpO MHI ITOE[EM BO ABOPEL? — CaepzKuBas ynbIOKy, crupocuna Katu, y
3aMHTEPECOBAHHOM OAPOHECCHI.

K youBmeHWI0 MaTepH ¥ CECTPHI Ha 3TOT pa3 KaTtapuHa Haps OIS payTa Bo OBOpeI BeIOUpaia
TIIATEIbHO. YIEI0asCh U YTO-TO PAIOCTHO HarmeBas Hafena 6pacieT u3 6eoro 30J10Ta, 0XKepesbe U
JKeMUyKHOe IIJIaThe, C CePOy HaKuAKoM. KoKeTnuBo CIyCcTuaa OguH U3 JIOKOHOB Ha IIJIeyo...

— BmepBEle ¢ MOMEHTA TBOETO MPUOHITHS S BUXKY, KaK YIbIOKa He MOKUAaeT MUJIOE JIMUYHUKO, —
3aMeTuia 6apoHecca yxe B KapeTe.

— U, He B3upas Ha TBOE YIIOPHOE MOJTYaHKe, Hac PafiyeT TOT (HaKT, YTO TAMHCTBEHHBIN IOKIOHHUK
BCE XK€ JBOPSHMH, — IIOAMETHII COIIPOBOXK/AIONINN UX OApOH.

— He 6yny ckpeiBaTh, — KaTapuHa pacnaxHysa Beep, Ipsda yIb0Ky, — OH 6;1aropogHOTro
IIPOUCXOXKIEHUs, BOT TOIBKO... — yJIbIOKa 1moMepkia, — OH HeBEpPHBIM MyXK, a s HeBepHas XkeHa... U
cremoBaso OBl OCTAHOBHUTHCS, [a S He B CHIaX. He Xouy, He MOTy, ¥, HaBepHOe, He Xkenalo. Tak
X04YeTCsI BEPUTh, UTO MeHs m00sT. IIpocTo mobsT, 6e3 rps3u, 6e3 HU3MEHHHIX ITOPLIBOB, 0€3
IoasocTy, 0es...

A mepeq T1a3aMu BOPYT, CIOBHO HasiBY, IOJIYCKPEITOE CyMpPAKOM K10 Koposesk IllappaTaca, ee
GrecTsive, 3aBOpaXKUBaIOIIKe T7Ia3a u Tuxoe: «Ilocse mozo, ymo ¢ moboti coenan JlapuaH, a 3amem
u PanasepH, mul 803HeHaguduwb MyscuuH, KamapuHna! Twl yoice ux HeHasuOuwb, HO 20e-Mo 8HYMpu
HausHo HadeewbCs Ha 0008b U cuacmbe. Ymo Jic... 1 n0380.110 mebe ucnveimams ew,e 00HO,
ybuiicmeeHHoe pasouaposaHue. A nocsae, mel npudewsb Ko MHe cama, Kamu».

KaTapuna B30porsysa, BCTPEBOXKEHO OTJIsfeNlach, TPSAXHYJIa TOJIOBOY, IIPOTOHAS HaBaxaeHue. Ho
yepBb COMHEHHST MEMJIEHHO 3all0JI3al B Y1y, BHOCS CMsSITeHHE B ee 6e30071auyHOE CUACTERE.
BcmomHuincs PanaBepH, Ux nepBas BCTpeda, Ta HOUb YTO IIepeBepHYyJsia Bce B Hell... U Ta, 4TO cTana
CTpAIIHBIM OTKPHITHEM — €€ MyXK U3BpalleHell. HeBepOosaTHEIN, TOPHAbIM, IPEKPaCHBIN U CUJIbHBIN
KHS3b ApHap, ee Tepou U ee CllaCeHue, 0OKa3aJics Xyxe, ueM [lapuaH. A KTO B felCTBUTEJILHOCTU TOT,
KTO IIpaBUT uMnepueu Partacca?!

— Kartapuna, — nmo3Bai 6apoH, — OUTS, 4TO C TO6OH?!
— MHe CTpaIlHo, — IpU3Halach JEeBYIlIKa, — MHE BAPYT CTAJI0 TaK CTPAIIHO...

COMHeHI/IH, COMHEHUJA, COMHEHUI... KaTapI/IHa pacCliaXHyJia Beep U CKPhIJIa BEIPAZKEHUE IIOJTHOTO
CMSITEHUS OT POMIHBIX, HO OHA HEe CMOTJIa ObI CKPHITH €0 OT cebsi. ['me-To B rmyOuHe myIu, ObII0
coxXaJleHue TI0 ITOBOAY TOTO, UTO OHA OCTajlach B MMIepuiu... Ho pa3Be Moria oHa IOCTYNIUTh HHa4ye?
Benb 3Hana, 0TYETIHBO 3Hana, ApHap IJILIBET 3a Hei. Ho 6ercTBo mocuuTasia CIUIIKOM
YHU3UTENbHLIM 71 ce0s1. biaroponcTso, ee BeuHoe 671aropoacTso...
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Y cHOBa B MaMsTH BCIIJIBIIN CJI0Ba AnuccuH: «H Kyda mebs 3asesno meoe 61a20podcmao,
KamapuHa?».

— Katu, — Onmu3aBeT 0CTOPOKHO KOCHYACh ee pyku, — KaTu, 9To ¢ To60#?!

«5 oueHb HaderoCcb, Y¥Mo npolidem 8pemMs U Ha Mecme Hcepmabl, N0A8UMCS XUWHUK, CNOCOOHbIU
damb omnop. He pa3ouyaposvigati meHs, KamapuHa!»

«Moti 6enoKypHIY BEMOH, — C IPYCTHIO TofyMana KatapruHa, — TBOM clloBa cnagkui gn! TBou cimoBa
He OTIIYCKalOT MeHs, IpecieqyloT, OTPaBAioT gyury. 1 Bce xe g Tebs He pa3odapylo, U XKePTBH
Oonbire He OymeT. XBaTUT! ».

— Bce xoporro, 9nmu3a, — Katu cnoxuna Beep, yasOHyIach u qo0aBuia, — Gyay COBepIIaTh
rnynocTu. XOTh pa3 B XKW3HHU, TIO3BOJII0 ce0e IIPOCTO MOTy4aTh YAO0BOIbCTBHE.

HekoTopoe BpeMsi B KapeTe CIIBIIIAJICS JTUIIE IIePecTyK KOoJec Ja YIUYHbIH IyM. MomyaHue
Hapyiuia 6apoHecca:

— 4 He cMmeto ocyxpnaTh Te6s1, KatapuHa... Bpems, npoBenenHoe npu aBope llappaTtaca, ctano
UCIbITaHueM [J1s MeHs. Koposb [JlapuaH XKeCTOK U Y HETO... CAy4YaioTcs IOMyTHEHUS paccynokKa, U
TOTa MOHApX crioco0eH yOuBaTh TONEIME pyKaMmu. Haxomsichk TaM, s ¢ y2KacoM mymaina o Tebe, o
rofiax, 4To Thl ObIsIa BRIHYKAeHa... OH He 3a0bl1 Teb6si, KaTapuHa, — 6apoHecca IOCIEITHO BEITEPTIA
Ce3bl, — B MbSTHOM Opeqy, OH Kpu4asl uMs TBOe, 3Bajl T€0S, MOJIUI KOTO-TO, YTOOBI THl BEPHYJIACH...
Torma MHe OBIIIO TOYTH Kajlb €r0, HO YKe B CeAyllee MTHOBEHHE OH OOHUM yIapoM JTUIINIT XKU3HU
MaJIbYMKa M3 IIPUCIIYTH, 3a HeBOJIbHO IIPOJIUThHIE Kalljiu BUHA. M B ria3ax [lapuaHa He OBIIO
pacKasiHusI, KOTHa YHOCHUIIA TeJI0 MePTBOTO.

Katu oTBepHYyach K OKHY, TOOKaB I'yOrl... Ceitvac, BCce IPOIIeAIee Ka3aloch e CTPAIIHEIM CHOM,
HO CJIOBA MaTepPU HAIIOMHUIYU CJIUIIKOM MHOTOE.

— B KaxpgoMm MyX4KHE eCTh 3Bephb, — IIPOIIENTasa [AeByllkKa, — OH CTPSIXHET OKOBHI CHAa PaHO UIIH
MIO3[IHO... 3HAI0 3Ty UCTUHY, HO OCTAHOBUTLCS yKe He Mory. [IyCTh ieHb, iBa, UM, O CKAJIbCS,
[TpecBeTnbIN, TPU OHS, HO S X004y OBITh CHACTIIMBOM. ..

Kapera mombexajia K BOpOTaM ABOpPIla, ¥ KaTapuHa ynbiOHyIachb. BceM COMHEHMSIMU HA3J10 U BCEM
COOBITHSIM BOTIPEKH.

«Bymy cuacTimuBol, — yBepsinia ce0st KHITUHS ApHap, — npocTo 6yay. CTONbKO, CKOJIBKO MHE
OTMEPEHO!».

OHuM BOIIUTM BO OBOpPEI], pacKJIaHKWBASICh C IIPUABOPHLIMU U HECIIEIIHO IBUTASACH K rajiepee y Iepexona
B IBOPILIOBHIY IapK. KaTu ny4yunachk cuacTbeM, faps yIBIOKKA MUADY U IPUTATHBas B3TIsAOe. U
BOIIPEKH CIIyXaMHU U CIIJIETHSM K Hell TSHYJUCh CEPALA, U BOT y2Ke BOKPYT KHSATUHU U [APY3bs U
HEJIPYTH, HEeBOJIbHO YIBI0AIOIIENCSI TOTOBOM O0HSATH BECh MUP HEBYIIKE.

Ho uctuHHOE cyacThe IIPHUIIIO BMEeCTe C HECKOJIBKO I/ICI'IyTaHHOI;I nenu BreTeHu.

— Jlemu Mupa6en, — KaTu, IOCIENIHO IOIIPOCUIa NPUCYTCTBYIOIINX U3BUHUTE €€, ¥ II0OTOPOIUIach K
YOUBJIEHHOU ee IPUCYTCTBUEM Jiefu. — Bel 31ecs!

— Ox, nmenu KatapruHa, — BreTeHu B3sIB ee 3a PYKY, ITOCIIEIIHO YBeJIa B Caji, ¥ JIUIIb CEB Ha
CKaMeeudky y GoHTaHa Hadasla pacCKa3klBaTh. — JTOT apeCT, IPUTOBOP, CBAIIEHHUK yXKe
VICTIOBEIOBABIINY MeHS ¥ HEOXKUJAHHOe paclopsKeHue uMnepaTopa: «[loMunoBaTs, C COXpaHeHuEM
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BCEX TUTYJIOB U IIOJIOZKEHUA».

KaTtu MBICTIEHHO BO3HECTA O1aromapHoCTh [IpecBeTioMy, ¥ OmyCcKas rjia3a OT CHHero He0a, 3aMeTusa
BXO[ISIIIIET'0 B Cafl UMIIEPATOPa B OKPYKEHUHU IPHUOBOPHEIX. XaCCHUSIH HETOPOIUIMBO MIPOILeNT MUMO,
CKOJIb3HYB PABHOAYIIHKIM B3TJIAIOM 110 CKJIOHUBIIUMCS B peBepaHce jiequ, KaTapuHa He OBEpHYIa
TOTOBbI, UTHOPHUPYS MOHAapIIee MosiBieHue. [IBOp, HECKOJIBKO IIIOKUPOBAHHLIM COOBITUSIMU HaKaHYHE
c o0ieryeHreM BEIIOXHYJI, @ BOIPOC O TAWHCTBEHHO! ()aBOPUTKE BHOBL GE€PEIUI YMBI TPUIBOPHBIX
maM. M HeBaXXHO, YTO MMIIEPATOP OCTAHOBUIICA V GOHTaHA Tak, uToOb KaTapuHa Obinia B mpegesnax
€ro BUOUMOCTH, U He 3aMeTHJT HUKTO, KaK CKOJIb3HYJIa PyKa AEeBYIIKH, TIOMPABIIsAs CHavYasa KOJbe,
3aTeM Opacrner... M cuactnuBas ynbibKa XaccusiHa ¥ ero IOHEJ b3 JOBOJIbHLIM BUJ faM PaTacca
MHTEpecoBas 6e3MepHO, HO CIIPOCUTD... CIPOCUTE HE CMETIH.

3aragouyHas ynelOKa Ero BennyecTBa, HEIPUBRIYHO ITPEKPACHOEe HACTPOEHHE U YacTo OpocaeMbie
B3TJISIIBI Ha COJIHIIE, CTAJIU ITpeaMeToM OYPHBIX 00CYKIEeHUM eBa UMIIEPATOP IOKUHYI MPUABOPHLIX,
BO3BPATUBIIKCH K TOCYylapCTBEHHEIM feflaM. KaTaprHa BeKIMBO BHICIYIIMBajla COTHI
IIPEAINOJIOKEeHU, IOTUYEeCKUe U He CIIUIIKOM pacCyKAeHUs MOJIOALIX U He OY€Hb JIeqiH,
KOMITJIMMEHTHl CTapalolInXCS 3aBOeBaTh ee BHUMaHUe JIOPAOB H... XKfaja, Korja Xe 3aBepIIuTCs
9TOT ANUHHBIY AeHb. O KakK XKe XKOana OHa ero 3aBeplieHus!

% Xk 3k
— Kuarvasa ApHap HeBEPOSITHO XOpOllla CerofHs, — 3aMeTUI JIOpPA AHepo, CiIenys 3a UMIIepaToOpOM.

XaccusiH He OTpearupoBall Ha ero CJI0Ba, HECIEIHO Iaras BOOJb rajlepen, ¢ IOPTpeTaM# ero
TIPEIKOB.

— OHa [axe BHITJISITAT CYACTINBOM, — IIPOHOJIXKHUII JIOPI.

Jlerkas ynbeiOKa CKOJIb3HYJIa 110 Ty6aM UMIlepaTopa, a B3rJIsA BHOBDb 3a[epKaJiCs Ha OKHe... fH
OTYasHHO XeJlajl HaCTyIJIeHus: Houu. 2KeJa CTob XKe CTPacTHO, KakK U 00bATH HexkHOoY KaTapuHb
ApHap, ypoxXaeHHOW OapoHEeCCH accep BUIIEHCKOM, TOM efUHCTBEHHOMW, YTO BEI3bIBajla yBaxKeHUe,
BOCXUIIIEHUE U 3aTaeHHHI TpeneT. MnepaTop ObiT BI0OIEeH, BiII0OIEH CTPACTHO M IIBIJIKO, KaK B TOU
[aJIeKOU IOHOCTH, KOTOpas BEI3bIBaJla JIETKYI0 I'PYCTh YKe OOHUM TeM, YTO MUHOBAJa.

Jlopn AHepo B3TJISIHYJI Ha CBOETO CI03epeHa U He ClIepKalcCs:
— 9t0 Oe3ymue, MO uMIepaTop!

fH 0CTaHOBUJICS, BeIMUECTBEHHO ITIOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY K IIPEIaHHOMY COPATHUKY U yBaXKaeMOMY
COBETHHUKY.

— Bbe3ymue? — 3amyM4iBO IIOBTOPUI UMIIEPATOP. — BO3MOXKHO 3TO U TaK, C IPYTOM CTOPOHHL... —
7erkast rpycTh TPOMENbKHYIA B €r0 B3TJISIe, — 9TO IIaHC.

— [Manc? — ynuBneHuto gopgaa AHepo, Ka3ajaock, HET I'PaHull.

— [Mlanc, — XaccusgH BHOBb YAENUJI BHUMaHKe IIOPTPeTaM ero pofa, TeM, KTO IIPaBujl BEIUKOU
MMIIepuen oo Hero.

TaMm, B KOHIle rajieperd MpayHbIM JIUIIOM U HEeCTeCTBEHHOM YCMEIIKOU BHIIETIAICS er0 POLHOM Opart.
[TonyGe3yMHBIH, KeCTOKHUM, 60IbHON OYII0i U TejoM. [IpruafioYHbIii... KaK U €ro ChiH.

Jlopm AHepo moHSsIT Bce 6e3 CJ0B, ¥, IOHU3UB T'0JIOC [0 €[iBa CIILIITHOTO Ie0Ta, TPOU3HEC:
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— Bam HyXHa HOBas XKe€Ha, a He HoBas JT000BHUIIA, MOM UMIEpPaTop. Y BaM HyKeH HaCJIeOHUK, Ybs
KpPOBb He OyJeT oTpaB/ieHa, KaK KPOBb KPOHIIPUHIIa Xunanopa.

— OTO He TeMa A4 pa3r030pa! — BHE3aITHO COPBAJICA XaccusH.

OH He MOT, He MOT 3TOTO CJIbIIIAaTh, HEe MOT U He XKejajl 3HaTh! [Ipunagounsii... ETo chHY 1
HaCJIeMHUKY ObLJIO IATh, KOTTla TYBEPHAHTKY BIEPBHIE IPOU3HECIIU 3TO CTPAIIHOE CJI0BO... A OH,
BOeXkKaB NETCKYIO ¥ YBUIEB HaCJeOHUKA, CAeNall TO eIUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOT — BCYHYJI MeX 3y00B
BLIJIOMaHHYIO IEPEBSIIKY, B CTpaxe YTO CHIH 3axJIe0HEeTCs IeHOH, Meflnel 130 pTa. A 1ocyie 3To
IIPEKPaTUIOCh, U TOYTH [eCSATh JIeT XacCUSH CTapaJiCs BEpUThH B JIydlllee, B TO, UTO TOK0OHOE He
MOBTOPUTLCS. [ToBTOpPHNIOCH! X1nailop Hadall NUTh, HECMOTPS Ha 3ampeT OTIla ¥ Bpayewu...

— U Bce Xxe g HacTauBalo, — AHEpO He Kejajl MOJlYaTh, — BaM HYKHa JKeHa U XKU3HEHHO HeoOxoouM
HacnenHuK. [Ipuctynel Xunakopa yalle, YeM y Baiiero 6paTa, aroHus MOXKeT HaCTYIIUTh
ctpeMutenbH0. OCOOEHHO YYUTHIBAS IONUTUYECKUE PEaNTHH.

— YT0-TO U3MEHUIOCH? — YOUBIIEHHO CIIPOCUJI XaCCHUSH.

— B JlaccapaHe HOBBIY KOPOJIb, MO MMIIEPATOp, — C SIBHBHIM HerofoBaHueM mpousHec AHepo. — Ero
BEJINUYECTBO KOPOJIb AJIeCc, — 3TO MMs ObIJIO ITPOM3HECEHO C HEeHaBUCThI0. — M 51 6ojlee 4eM yBEPEH,
yTo BcKOpe B [llappatace OyneT TOIbKO OOHa KOpojieBa — CUSTeNbHasaA AnruccuH. M HeT naxe
COMHEHHUU B TOM, YTO 3TH JETHU ObSBOJIA HAaIPaBsIT CBOM Cal(upOoBEIE B30PH B CTOPOHY JaBHET0 Bpara
UX TOCYOapCTBO — BoOMHa ¢ PaTaccoM Hen3bexkHa, MO TOBETUTETT.

Xaccusin CIIyIIaJl MOJI4a X JIOPO PelnI IPOOOJIZKHUTh:

— A BHI, BITIOOJIEHEI B KEHIIUHY, YTO Y2Ke IoMIja Ha o0MaH ¥ BOPOBCTBO paau Koposesk IllappaTaca.
Y 3T0 51 Ha3wIBal0 6e3yMueM, MOY UMIIEPaTop.

Ha ceit pa3 dH He cka3an Hudero. OH gyMain 00 3TOM... fyMall TOCTOSTHHO, HO B TO XKe BPeMsi:

— 41 He XKeJalo ee TepsATh, — YBEPEHHO IIPOU3HEC IIpaBUTeNb uMnepuu. — He mory, u He xouy. U
€CJIM s 3aTyMaloCh 0 meTsX, AHepo, s xKeian Obl, YTOOH X MAaTephio cTajna KaTapuHa. — OH HEBOJIBHO
yNBIOHYJICS, TPeCTaBUB Kak KaTu urpaetcs ¢ MajeHbKUM Kaperjla3bIM MaJIbIIIOM... €70 CBIHOM.
Ceplie CKalocsk.

Jlopm AHepo ¢ HeogoOpeHHeM CMOTPEIT Ha IIOBEJIUTEeIs, ¥ IOHUMal — $1H He OTKaXKeTCs OT TOH
IIUTIOXH, YTO IOOBIBa/Ia B CTOJIBKUX IOCTeNsAX. Ho BMecTe ¢ TeM, AHEPO CIIUIITKOM XOPOIIO 3HAJ U
MHOE — BBITOBI MOKHO HAWTH [aXKe B CaMOM IMaTOBOM CATyanuu. Y uMIepaTOpPCKuY CaHOBHUK
MpayHO B3IISHYN Ha n300paxeHne UMIlepaTopa Xappaca, cTapliero Opata HeIHE IIPaBSAIIero
moBenuTens PaTacca, a 3aTeM Hadall Pa3MBIIIJISITh BCIYX:

— 4] Tak moHMMal0, BO3MOXKHOCTb KeHUTHOL Ha KaTapuHe accep BuineHCKOM He BEI3BIBAET
OTTOPKEHUS y Balllero BEJIMYECTBA?

fH npucTanbHO B3TJISHYII Ha JIOPAQ, YABIOHYJICS U MOTI000IBITCTBOBAIT:
— EcTb BapuaHTH?
AHepo CIenun nanblbl ¥ Hadal Pa3MbIIIIATh:

— B maHHBI MOMEHT 6apoH accep BunneHCKUE eIMHCTBEHHBIN HACIeIHUK KHsKecTBa OpTaHOH, U
KaK BaM U3BECTHO, 0c06eHHOCT:, OpTaHOHA B TOM, UTO HacliefloBaHUe UOET He 10 MyKCKOH, a 1o
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JKEHCKOM JINHUH, CJIe0BaTeIbHO B CIy4yae pa3Boga KaTapuHhel 1 KH3s ApHap, [eByIlIKa BO3BpallaeT
cebe uMs accep BumnneHckasi, cieoBaTeIbHO UMEHHO OHA CTAHOBUTCS HACJIeMHUIIEN KHSIKeCTBa. Be
IIOHUMAeEeTe, 0 ueM I?

— Bpak Mexay uMIepaTopoM U KHATUHENR? — BOIPOCHIT fH.

— He coBceM, — AHepOo KOBapHO YIBIOHYJICS, — MBI 005I3aHEl YYUTHIBATH HHTEPECH HE CTOJIBKO
BunmeHCKuX, CKOIBKO UMIIepuH. ¢ Mmojiaraio, YTo CTaTyC BTOPOH KeHH OyIeT ropa3mo 6oee
BBITOIEH KOPOHE.

Xaccusn 3agyMa’ics. OTa uges HpaBHUJIaCbk €MY BCe OosbIe, BOT TOJIBKO...
— KaTapI/IHa OTKAaXKeTCAd, — 3aJyM4YHNBO IIPOMU3HEC OH.

— JloBepbTe 3TO AEJI0 MHE, — IIOIIPOCUTI CAHOBHUK. — MBI CO30aiuM Takue yCJIOBUS, B KOTOPHIX Y
OapoHecCH He 0CTaHeTCsI MHOTO BEIXOZIa, KPOMeE KakK coryacuThcs. M He 3abbiBaiiTe, 4TO KOpPabib
KH$131 ApHap yXe B IIOPTY, HaM CJIefyeT OeNUCTBOBATh OBICTPO.

WmnepaTop HaxMmypuics. B rnyO6ute myumm oH noHuMan — OvicTpo ¢ KaTapuHoi Henb3s. Y rpy6o Tak
JKe HeJb3sl.

— MopanbHble Tep3aHus 0CTaBbTE Ha TOTOM, — HEOXKUOAHHO Pe3Ko mpousHec nopa Anepo. — Korga
y Hee OymeT CTATyC Balllell BTOPOW JKEeHBl ¥ TePIOTHHU BaIllero POja, BH CyMeeTe CIIPaBUTh
COTBOPEHHOE.

XaccusiH MpayHO YCMEXHYJICS... HECMOTPS Ha BCe pa3yMHBIe IOBOIbI, YTO-TO BHYTPHU OBITIO TPOTUB.
ToT 3Bepb, KOTOPHIM HHOM pa3 NelCTBOBA 110 COOCTBEHHOMY KeJlaHUI0, THe-TO TTIyO0KO BHYTPH
HEeMIOBOILHO priyan. OueHb HEJOBOJIBHO.

— CnumkoM 6bICTPO, — JH HEPBHO TOMpPABUII IIEPEBSI3b, — U BCE K€ TSHYTh HEJb3s, TYT THI IIPaB,
Anepo. Yto XK, OymeM [eiCTBOBATh JKECTKO.

% X %

Mup CIOBHO PAaCKOJIOJICS HagBOE — IeHb, 00peMeHEHHBIN JOITOM ¥ 00S3aHHOCTSIMHU ¥ HOYb, TIOJTHAS
nypMaHsien csobopsl... M efBa 3a1iio comnHile, KaTy mocnemnusia MOKMHYTh POIUTEIbCKUM 0COOHSIK
1 OKYHYTbCS B O0BSITUS HOYH.

OHa HeCIIeITHO 1IIa IT0 OCBEIIeHHBIM YJIMIaM, YaCTO OCTaHaBIIMBASICh ¥ OTTIsAEBasCh. O0a
IIPeaHHBIX CTPaXkKHIKa, 6eCliepeMOHHBIM 00pa30M OCTaHOBJIEHHEIE HaKaHYHe TeIOXPaHUTeNIIMU
MMIIepaTopa, TeHbIO CKONb3UIK ciefoM. A KaTapuHa Bce Xkfaja, Iilla MeJIeHHee... Tepsiia
HafeXkmy.

BrICTpEIE IIaT¥ ¥ CUJIbHBEIE PYKH OOHUMAIOT, YTOOL MTHOBEHHO YBJI€Yb B TEMHBIN ITPOYJIOK, IOAJIbIIIe
OT CBeTa U JIoIeH.

— HeBepOHTHO OJIVUHHBIN OeHb, — IIpomeITall AH, CKIIOHSASCH K ee FY6aM.
— He MOT'Y HE COT'JIaCUTBCSA, — OTBETHUJIA Katu.

— Mory nu s HafeaThCs, YTO U BBl CKy4asd... 0e3 Moero o01iecTBa? — UPOHUYHO B3[IePHYB OPOBB,
IIOWHTEPeCOoBaJICs UMIEepaTop.

— MoxeTe, — cnykasuna KatapuHa, — Befib HafileKbl UMEIOT CBOMCTBO XKUTh BEYHO.
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— KoBapHasi! — nmpuTBOpHO BO3MyTHICS XacCusiH, — M MecTb Mosi OyHeT... ClIagKou.

On MeIOJIEHHO CKJIOHUJICA K €€ TYGaM, OCTOPOZKHO KAdCadACh, HEZKHO JIaCKad, YyThb HaCTOHNYMBO
Pa3MBIKad €€ YCTa, YTOORI OTCTYIINTL, €dBa OIIYTUJI IIPOTECT CMYH.IeHHOI;I ero JIefICTBI/IHMPI OEBYIIIKH.

— CtpanHas MecTh, — KaTu paccmesiiack, KOTa ero MoIeIyH OT MasbIeB U JTafoHen
IepeMeCTUIIMCh Ha IeKH, HOC, TyOHI.

— OTO He MeCTh, — O00MKEHHO IOSCHUI dH, — 3TO IIpOosiBIIEHN € Moei PamgoCTH II0 IIOBOAOY BCTPEYH, a
MECTbh... — IIOCJIBIIIAJICA 3BYK IIOgbe3KaloIen KapeThl, — OHa BIIEPEOn...

B 3aKkprITOM TEMHOM KapeTe, He M03BoJIsis KaTapuHe BHITTISHYTh B Y3KO€ OKOIIKO, SIH MoJT4a exal, Ha
BCE PACCIIPOCH OTBeYast TUXUM cMexoM. KapeTa ocTaHOBMIIACk, KOTIa IIIyM MOPCKOT0 mpubos yxKe
3arjyman CTyK Konec. He o6paiasi BHUMaHUS Ha LUIYTIMBOE COMPOTHUBIIEHNE, UMIIEPATOP MOIXBATHII
BOIISIIIYIO O HEXKeJIaHWY MOTUOHYTh YTOIIEHHOU BO LIBETE JIeT JEBYIIKY, U YBEPEHHO IOHEC K BUTOU
Oecenke Ham 0OPHIBOM.

— ¢ He HACTOIBKO MOJIOA, YTOOBI BHOBL T'Y/ISITh HOYb HAIIPOJIET, — MOSCHUT XaCCUSH, — CETONHS
T'yJisieM UCKJTIOYHTEIHHO 110 BOCTIOMUHAHHUSIM.

— CKOJIb IJIMHHOE, a TJIaBHOE MaJIOMPUSTHOE IyTeIleCcTBYe Bbl U3BOIMIM MHE ITPEIIOKUTS.
Katu, kak He Oblna Biio6ieHa B UMIIepaTopa, 0Ka3aBIIUCh ¥ HETO B pyKax, 3agpozKasla OT CTpaxa.
¢IH TIOHSJI, OmapuU ee CBOeH IOHUMAIOIIEH YCMEIIKOM, U, OTIIYCTUB, ITOBEJI 32 COOOM.

WX XKmal HaKPHITHIH CTOJI, BUHO B XPyCTaIbHEIX O0KaslaX, ¥ apoMaTHOe MSICO Ha BepTee.
EmuHCTBEHHEIM CITyTra HU3KO MOKJIOHUIICS, TIPUBETCTBYSI, ¥ TYT XK€ BEPHYJICS BHOBDb K IIPUTOTOBJIEHHUIO
TpaIesHl.

— BbI He IPOTHUB OTYKMHATH B MOeM 00IIecTBe? — IIOMOTasl e CeCcTh Ha Y3KYIO TaxTy,
IIOMHTEPECOBAICS fH.

— BrI ocTaBnsgeTe MHe BhIOOP? — KaTapuHa paccMmesinach.

— BriGupaTts Bcerga tebe, Katu, — S1H cen HampoTHB, 3HAKOM ITPHKA3all MIOgaBaTh MsICO, — S
HUKOTIA NPUHYKOATh He Oymy.

U ona €My IIOBEPHJIa. [Tonumana, 41O Be€pa He OCHOBaHa HU Ha 4Y€M, HO BCe K€ BEepHJiad... B 3TOT MHUT.
— Pacckaxu o cebe! — AH oTcamoToBanm 60KanIoM, He OTBOMS B3TJIsiga OT OEBYIIKH, COeJIall I'TIOTOK.

— 4... — Kartu 3agymarnacs, — {1, BOIIpeKy BCeMy, TepsIo T'OJIOBY B BallleM IIPUCYTCTBUYU, U B TO XKe
BpEeMs BhI BEI3BIBAETE BO MHE...

— Ctpax? — XaccusH ynebHyncsa. — He oTpunai, 3T0 3aMeTHO.

— Ila, cTpax, — KaTu motsHynace 3a cBoUM O0KasioM, HO... B CJIEAYIOIIYI0 CEKyHY OTJI0XKUa TaK U
He IpUryous.

II71s Hee BKyC KpaCHOTO BMHA HaBCeTa CMeIasiCsl C BOCIIOMUHAHUEM O TIEPBOM HOUH, C 0OJIbIO,
VHUKEHHEM U KpyILIeHreM Bcex Hagexk . C Tex Iop OHa He ITHJIa JaXKe Ha MMpa3[dHeCcTBaX, BCeraa
BEKJIMBO OTKA3BIBAsICh. XaCCUSH HAaXMYPUJICS, K€CTOM IIOL03BaJl CIYTY ¥ YTO-TO NMpUKa3as. Yepes
MraoBeHue 60kan Katapuns! Obl1 yOpaH, a B3aMeH IIPUHECEH APYTo#, B KOTOPOM, UCKPSICh COTHEH
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IIY3BIPBKOB, IIJIECKAJIOCh YTO-TO IIPO3PaAYHOE.

— 9t0 Oesnioe BUHO, — yIbI0AsICh, MOSICHUI UMIIEpaTOp, — MOIpoOykiTe... TOBKO TJI0OTOK, ¥ BO3MOXKHO
BBl OLIEHUTE €r0 YTOHYEHHEIN BKYC.

HanuTok OblI ClTafiKyuM, YyTh IOLIUIBIBaI S3bIK U KaTu camMa He 3aMeTHIa, KakK omycTesl ee 60Kal,
TIO[T BECEJIBIM paccKal fIHa 0 ero mepBOM KyIllaHKWU B MOpe. Y oHa Becejio cMesiiach Haf JOOPEIMU
IIyTKaMU 00JTMYEeHHOT0 BIACThi0 cobeceqHUKA, POBHO IO TeX IIOp, IT0OKa fJH CHOBa He BEPHYJICS K
pasroBopaM O HeM.

— Tak 4To xKe crogBuryo Tebs Ha 6ercTBO OT Cympyra?

EnBa 3aMeTHBIN KEeCT U CJTyTa BHOBb HAIMOIHsIET O0Kasbl 0 KpaeB. Katu ynelOHYIaCh, U MOIBITAIaCh
MSITKO OTOMTH OT 6oJjiee ueM HENPUSITHON TEeMHI.

— A Bac XeHUTBLCA? — AJEBYIIKaA IIPOU3HECIIA 3TO TAK, CJIOBHO IIPOCHJIA IIPOIIEHUSA 3a BOIIPOC, — Bens
HMIIEpaTPHIla 3HAYUTEJIbHO CTapPIIle BacC.

XaccusH yneiOHYIICS, CBEPKHYB 6€JT0CHEXXKHBIMU 3y0aMu, ¥ TIOOMUTHYB, IOTPE6OBaI:
— OTKpOBEHHOCTD 3a OTKPOBEHHOCTH, KaTwu.

— Hogas urpa?

— IIpononxeHue cTapoi, — OH CHOBA yJIBIOHYJICS, — COTJIaCHa UTpaTh Ha PaBHBIX?

Ero yneifKa IbsiHUIIA, CUIIbHEE CaMOT'0 KPEIKOTr0 BUHA, HO ¥ BHa KaTapuHa BHIKIIA JOCTAaTOYHO,
yTOOB Ha MI'HOBEHHE 3a0BITh 000 BCEM, KpOMe uMIlepaTopa Partacca.

— PanaBepH cnac MeHst, — KaTu nmomHsizia 60Kas, BCMaTPUBAsCh B CITEIIAIINE K TOBEPXHOCTH
ny3bIpbKy, — yBe3 u3 [llappaTaca u s Gblyia 09eHb 61arogapHa eMy. f Tak X0Tenla BEPUTh, YTO OH
XOpOIIXH, KaK... Buapra. Ho ckaska o6epHyach KomrMapoM... M Bce e s1 1 He MBICTUIIA O mobere,
TIOTOMY KaK Iepef 60roM u JI0OObMHU MBI 0OBEHYAHHI, TPOCTO... Y MeHS He Obly10 BEIOOpa. A OTOM... HE
OBbLIIO U IPUYUH M1 BO3BPAIIEHUS.

KaTapuna TpsixHyJla I'OJIOBOM, CJTOBHO BBIPHIBASICh U3 IIJIeHA BOCTIOMUHAHUM:
— Batra ouepenp, MOl ©MIIEPaATOP.

XaccusH 3acTaBuil cebs ynEIOHYThCS, TIOHUMAs, YTO cefiyac OHa CIIEOUT 3a ero peakuuel, u ¢
TPYHOM, HO 3acTaBUJI ce0sl He 3afjlaBaTh BOIIPOCOB... I0Ka He 3afaBaTh.

— 4 KeHusncs B ceMHaAIaTh, Ha Cympyre cBoero 6para. BoT Takas ucTtopusi.
— Ho... — KaTtu u3ymieHHO CMOTpesia Ha Hero.
— Ho uto0?

— Ho Annapus He gBJsiniach XKeHOU Xappaca, — Katu 3afgymarnach, I0TOM IIepeclpocusia, — BeOb
Tak?

— dsnsnack. He coBceM Tak, Kak OHa caMa Kejaja OblL... BIPOYeM, 3TO He Ta UCTOPUS, KOTOPYIO S
TOTOB paccka3kiBaTh, — fAH MOAMUTHYJ, — 110 OpayHOMY coralieHuio PaTacc mony4an Benmeiickue
OCTPOBA, a 3TO HECKOJILKO HEPBHUPOBAJIO OCTATOUYHO CUIIbHEIM Torfa JlaccapaH. MBI 0KUaIu
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BOEHHOTO... CKakeM TaK BOEHHOT'0 BhIPAXKEHUST HEJOBOJILCTBA C UX CTOPOHHI, IT09TOMY Opak OBl
3aKmoyeH TaliHo. K coxkanenuto Xappac moru0 paHblle, Y4eM OaHHBIN (HakT OblT 00HAPOJOBaH.
dakTHYeCKHU cieioBasio Ol BEICTIATh AJapuio B Benmeit, u BEepHYTh BMECTe C HEH OCTPOBA, a 3TO
OBLII0 HECKOJIPKO HEBHITOOHO UMIIEPUH. B pe3ynbraTe 0Tell IpeIoKuil MHE BCTYIUTD B OpakK C
IpuHIleccor Benesi, Torfa mouyty TpuauatuieTHe. He Oyoy CKphIBaTh, YTO S OBII IIPOTHUB,
HeB3Upas Ha HEKOTOPYIO MPUBA3aHHOCTD K Ee BricouecTBy, HO... Kak BHIICHUIOCH, ANnapus XKaaja
OWUTS, ¥ 1 He CMOT OTKa3aTh el B mpockbe. MBI 00BeHYaIuCh, IPOBEIN HeMaJIo BDeMeHU BMECTE, a
CITYCTS IIECTh MECSIIEB Ha CBET MOSBUIICS XUIAalOP, MOM CHIH ¥ HACIETHUK.

— 0-0-0, — TONBKO ¥ CyMeJia BbigaBUTh KatapuHa.
— Yro Bac ymuBnseT? — XaCCUSH HaCMEIIJTUBO IPUIIOIHSII OPOBE.

— BeI... — BHIjOXHYMa KaTu, — moroBapuBau, YTO Bac 3aCTaBuUla XKEHUTHCS Ha HEBeCTe OpaTa
Oo7bImas M000Bb, @ BEIXOOUT... JONT 1 6J1aropoACTBO.

— Kak eMKo0 BB 00pHCOBaIU CUTYalMi0, — OH yIBIOHYICS. — Mosi ouepenb, 3agaBaTh Bompoc... Kak
BBIIIIJIO, YTO HEBeCTa repiora Jlapuiie mpegmnoydia 00bsAThs KOPOIS?

Karapuna B3pporayna. [Iepeq rinma3aMu IpoHECTIOCH TO, CaMO€e CTPAIIHOEe BOCIIOMUHAHNE: brienHbx
Huap u ero egBa cneimiHOe «Hairn 6pak HeBO3MOXKeH, e Katapusa...». BoabHO, Tak 0071bHO OBLIO
BCIIOMHUHATH O CITy4YUBILIEMCS.

— OH oTKasascs oT MeHs... — KaTtapuHa 3a/moM onycTomusia 60Kaj, HO ero MO4YTH MIHOBEHHO
HanonHumu. Ciyra oToLIeN U JeByIIKa IPoAoIkuia. — Torfaa s HeHaBUfieNla U Ipe3upaa 3a 3T0... U
3a TO, YTO MTPOM3OIII0 B POIOBOM 3aMKe Jlapwuile, cedac... CIyCTs T'OObl, S IIOHUMAI0, YTO U V HETO
He ObI0 BEIOOPa. M Bce Xke... 3T0 OBIIIO TPegaTeIbCTBOM.

— OH oTka3ancs, — NOBTOPUI AH, IEITasCh IIOHATh, — @ BBl COTTIACHUIUCE C €T0 PEIIeHNEM?

KaTtu cTpeMUTesIbHO OTBEPHYJIACH, IIBITAsICh CKPHITH CJIE3HL... TY Y2KaCHY0 HOYb OHA TaK U He CyMesia
3a0bITh... M Beib TaK MHOTO UX Ob1JI0, HOUel 6e3 HafgeXK /bl Ha PacCcBET, HO TY HOYb OHA IIOMHUIIA U
ceituac... «Kopons ymep! — [lapuaH pe3Ko IMOOHSJICS, IIOJTI0KKB KyOOK Ha CTOJIMK U Pa3feBasich,
HanpaBuics K Hell. — [la 3gpaBcTByeT HOBEIM KOpoJib! Hy XKe, mo3npass MeHs, Katapuna!
[Toxknsauuck MHe B BepHOCTH! M 1001 MeHs, Be[lb Teeph S TBOU KOPOb!!!»

— 4... — KaTu nmogHsimack, — s Mpourpaia... IpocTuTe. Bummumo, s elle He criocoOHa UrpaTh Ha
PaBHBIX.

Korpa ona craBuia 60Kas, pyKy OpoxKaju. XaCCUSH BUJIEI U ee CMSITEHHE U ee CIe3bl U He MOT
nOHATH npuunHkbl! [loroBapuBanu, 4to [JapraH HeolpaBAaHHO XKECTOK, HO... CBOI0 0€CCMEHHYI0
(daBoputky Kopons llappaTaca 6onee ueM nio6us. JIroOuUI HACTONIBKO, YTO OKa3hIBaJl 3HaKU
BHUMaHUS IIPUIIONHO, OJapuBa IogapkaMu, O3B0 el IpucyTCcTBOBaTh Ha CoBeTe Jlopmos. ITy
m000Bb Ha3kIBAJIU ONEPKUMOCTbHIO, O Hell IIeNTaNuCh BO BCeX IBOPaX KOPoneBCTB [€0HTa, 0 Hel
cjaraju JIeTeHOB ¥ IIeCHY, B KOTOPHIX OMKUCHIBAJIOCH, KaK MOJIOOM IpuHIl [JapuaH MoBCTpeydas
IpeJiecTHYI0 neBy KaTapuHy Ha ckanucThix Oeperax OpTaHOHa U OTHan el cepaie. [lapuaH MpUHSI
BO3/1I00JIEHHYIO laXke Tocyie 0ercTBa OT Cynpyra, U 0 Biio6JIeHHOM KOpOJie, YTO IOCBSIIA el IeCHU
M HOYeBasl B anaTke o¢ullepa, IPefoCTaBUB JTIOOMMOY KOPOJIEBCKUM 1IaTep, CIJIETHAYAIHN BCe
npuaBopHEIe. Ho cefiyac OH CMOTpeN Ha XPYIKYI0 Kaperjaasylo OeBYIIKY U BUAE JIUIIb CTPaX,
HEHaBUCTh, OTBpalleHue. [louemy?!

— KaTapHHa, Kynoa BBI? — BCTPEBOXKHUIICA XaccusdH, YBHUOEB, YTO OEBYIIKA HAIIPABJIAETCA K BBIXOOY M3
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0ecemku.

— Yxe no3gHo, — KatapuHa 0CTaHOBUJIACh, MUD B €€ TJla3ax IOKaYyuBajcs, — U 4... X0Tesa OBl
BEPHYTHCS.

fH cTpeMUTEeIbHO TIOMHSIICS, TIOOIIEeN BIaCTHO O0HSI 3a IIJIEYX U Pa3BepHYII K cele:

— Kartu, cerogHs cTonb qyneCHas HOYb, HEeY2KEJIM Bbl XOTUTE HAPYIIUTL O4apPOBaAHUE Beqepa?
,]:[aBafITe HE 6yneM KaCaTbCA HENIPUATHEIX TEM, TOJIEKO HE OCTaB/ISINTE MEHS.

OH roBopu’, HO fyMaj 00 HHOM.

Y pyKu camMu CKOIb3HYJIM Ha TOHKYIO Ta/uio, IpukrMas K cebe, a TyOBl y2Ke UCKaJK ee yCTa.
KatapuHna B3IpOTHYIa, MOMIBITAIaCk 0CBOOOOUTELCS U €[Ba CIIBIIIHO ITPOIIelnTaia:

— BBI... BH CKa3aju, YTO BEIOMPATh BCETa MHE...

OH mo3Bonu cebe elre oguH, OBICTPRINA U HEXKHBIM MONenyd U oTcTynui. KatapuHa 3516K0 06xBaTuIa
IJIeYy PyKaMHU, U He TJIAg Ha Hero, MOMpoCHIa:

— 4 x04y BEpPHYThCS... IPOLIY BacC.

«He Mory st Tebs1 BEpHYTBL CETOIHs, He MOTY! — ¢ HapacTalIUM OTYassHUEM JyMall ummepartop. — U
coenath Tebe 6OIBHO MHe IIPHUAeTCs, Masbiika. OueHs 601bHO... Ho nHa4e 3aHO3y HaM He
BBLITQIIUTD!»

— Kak noxemnaere! — XacCusgaH CKJIOHUJICS B IOyTIIMBOM IIOJIYIIOKJIOHE. — HUpemrte.

X % x

B kapeTe Ha 3TOT pa3 exayiu Moi4a, KaTu 3aKprIB I1a3a cTapaiach IyMaTh O MOPE, OTPOMHOM CHHEM
MOpEe ¥ BO3BpAllleHUY B HEHABUCTHYIO ['aopy, fH MpuUCTaIbHO CMOTPEN Ha efBa BUJHYIO B CyMpaKe
Karapuny. [lopora moka3sanack 06ouM 6eCKOHEYHO OOJT0M, HO BOT puHan ee o0a npencTasisanu cebe
MHave.

KaTu oxupana ycislaTh IIyM ropofa, HO eBa KapeTa OCTaHOBUJIACh, IOCIBIIIACS CKPHUII
OTKPHIBAaEMEIX BpaT... [leBymIKa 3aMepra, 605Ch faxke B3LOXHYTh. 3aTeM 3aiasiinyu co0aky, 0 4eM-TO
IleperoBapuBalliCh CTPaXKHUKHY, a KapeTa... KapeTa Bbe3xkKaja B KaKo#-To 3aMOK, IIOTOMY YTO KoJjeca
3arpoxoTai 1o 6pycyaTke.

— V MeHs CIMIIKOM Majio BpeMeHH, — HeOXUJAaHHO XKeCTKUM T'0JI0OCOM IIpou3Hec f1H, — u HeT OoJee
HUYEeTro, B YeM BbI OblJIM OBl CTOJIH 3aMHTEPECOBAHbI, UTO MIPUIUIA KO MHE caMu. UTOr — g BEIHYKOEH
TaK IIOCTYIIUTH!

KapeTa mpoexaja BO BHYTPeHHU OBOP U OCTAHOBHUIIACh, OTCEKAs WX OT BHEIITHETO MUPA JBYMS
psamamu cTeH. KaTapuHa okaMmeHesa. He ObITO CHIT KpU4YaTh, COIIPOTUBISATHCS, IIPOCUTE... KaTapuHa B
OlIeTIEHEHUH B3Wpasia Ha UMIIEPaTOpa, IIPOCTO He JKeJasi BEPUTh B IPOUCXOAsIee!

— Bce Bawmu cnosa... — npoienTtajia KaTu.

— Okazanuch noxbp0! — Xaccusu I"I)YGO BEITAIITUIT €€ U3 KAPETEHI H, Hep86pOCI/IB qepeas 11j1e4o0, IoHeC
B 3aMOK.
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Cepble KaMeHHBIE CTEHbI, TEMHBIE JIECTHUYHEIE [TePeXo/ibl, 00JIbIasi KOMHATA IIe-TO BEICOKO, KaK
OynTo B OalllHe, SIPKO TOPSIIKe IPOBa B KAMUHE U OTPOMHAS KPOBATh, TIOKPHITAast KPACHBIM
IIOKpBIBAJIOM. MIMIIepaTop IIBHIPHYII IEBYIIKY Ha ITOCTEJb, CJIOBHO U He 3a00TsCh 0 ee 6€30IIaCHOCTH.
KaTtu 6ecrioMOIIIHO MOIIBITAIaCh BCTaTh, HO ObIZIa OCTAaHOBJIEHA PYKOM, MPUIABUBIIEH ee K IIOCTEeNH.

OH pa3peBasicsi MOT4a, He OTPhIBAs B3IJIAAa OT Hee. CHAN py0OallKy, Callory, pacCTeErHy I OPIOKH.
JlegsiHEIM TOHOM IIPUKAa3all:

— Paznesaiics!

KaTtu Mon4a nomsiTanachk OTHOJ3TH IIOAsIbIle, HO fAH JTerKo CXBaTuUJil 3a HOT'Yy, IOATATHUBAA K ce6e,
3aTeéM HAKJIOHHUJICA, YCMEXHYJICA ey B IUIO U IIpOIIeIITal:

— W, HaBepHOe, CTOUT BHIIUTH BHHA, Aa, Katu? KpacHoro!

Pe3ko pa3BepHYyJCs, IONONA K CTONHUKY, HAOJIHII O0Kasl 1 6e3 Tpy[a mepexBaTuyl OPOCUBIIYIOCS K
IIBepU JEBYIIKY.

— Kak To BBl TOpOTIUTECH, KHATUHS, — XaCCHUSH IIPUXKaJl ee K cebe, — HEYXKTO yKe PelIud MeHs
IIOKUHYTH?

— Otnyctute, — B3Monwiach KarapuHa.

— 3ayeM? — OH BHOBbB IIBLIPHYJI €€ Ha IIOCTEIh, CIIOKOMHO CeN PSIoM, Iepxka B pyke G0Kar ¢
BUHOM. — MBI 31ech ogHHU, KaTu. DTOT 3aMOK OfUH K3 ApeBHeUIuX B PaTacce 1 30eCh... HIKTO
MCKaTh Bac He OymeT. Bel He siB/IsieTeCh Moe oduIilnanbHOM (HaBOPUTKOM, Ballla CeMbsI HE 3HAET O
HaIllUX OTHOLIEeHUSX. Y HUKTO... COBEPLIEHHO HUKTO HE OCBEOMJIEH O TOM, KyJa BBl YIIIJIA I1OCJIE
3aKarta, He TakK Jiu?

KaTapuHa mpocToHaa, 0CO3HaBast BCIO IPABOUBOCTh €TI0 CJIOB.
— BuHa, KHATHHA? — SIBHO U3[EBASICh, IPOTSIHYJ UMIIEPaTOP.

OHa mpocToHasa BHOBb. HO mazke oco3HaBasi BCI0 OeCII0Ie3HOCThL COMPOTUBIeHus, KaTapruHa He
JKenaja cuaBaThesi. He mora 6ombine! Cena, yBepeHHO B3siyia KyOOK, IIOgHECIa K Ty6aM, a 3aTeM...
Pe3koe gBUKEHME ¥ BUHO BBIIJIECHYIIOCH Ha SIBHO Pa30CaqOBaHHOT0 XaCcCHUsHA.

— 3a0aBHO, — BBITUPASICH IJIATKOM, TPOU3HEC fIH, — KOT'TH UMeIOTCs, 3yOKM B HaJIM4YUH, KeJlaHue
COTIPOTHUBIIATELCS, aXKe IIPH YCIIOBUY IIOJIHOM 6eCCMBICTIEHHOCTH NAaHHOTO 3aHSATUS, TaK XKe
IIPUCYTCTBYET... — OH TPYCTHO YNBIOHYICSA. — A g myMall, 4TO TBOe IIOBeleHKe CJIe[iCTBHE HaCUIIUA. ..
Brixomut Bce nHaue, ga, KHATUHI?!

KaTapI/IHa 3aMepJiia, 0CO3HaBadA €ero CioBa.

— Teneps maBaliTe paCCMOTPUM CHUTYAIMIO TaK, KakK BUXY ee 51! — XacCUsIH MOTHSJICS, 3aCTEeTHY
Oproku, Hamen py0alKy ¥ mpomomkuia. — Ha gonpocax yiefu, KOTOPHIX BE, BEPOSITHO, 3HAETE JIydIlle
MeHs, HaTOJIKHYJIX Ha MBICJIb, 4YTO KopoJsieBa [llappaTaca xKenaerT... IpaBUTh eAUHOIAYHO. E1lle, Kak g
BeIsICHUII, Ee BenmnuecTBO MpeAnoyruTaeTt... COOCTBEHHBIX GPEMINH, HO... C HEKOTOPHIX IO MUTAET
YyBCTBA K ObIBIIIEN MI000BHUIlE cynpyra. Jlequ MepTeu oueHb MOApoOHO IOBefana 0 YyBCTBaX
AnuccyuH, UK KakK BH ee Ha3biBaeTe? Moii 6eToKyphIi eMoH? M Bo3HUKaeT Bompoc — 3aueM Ee
BenuyecTBo npuciana co0cTBeHHYI0 Ppelinuny B PaTtacc? He orBeuaiiTe! OTBeT moBenana jiefu
Bretenu! [IpoTuBosaue, 1 BBl YpE3BEIUAWHO YCIEIIHO CIIPAaBUINCh CO CBOEM MUCCHUEN.
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— BeI Bce HEBEPHO TOHANHU... — KaTapuHa MOgHSIaCh TOXKeE, OIPaBUIa I00KH.

— Bort kak? — XaccusH ycmexHyncsa. — Hy Tak nmosefaiiTe MHe Ballly Bepcuo. Katu xmMypo
B3IJISIHY/Ia Ha HEero, U Mpou3Hecsa:

— {1 me¥iCTBUTENbHO MPHUOEITa B PaTacc C 1eJbi0 MOMyYUTh MPOTUBOSIAKE. .. I Ype3MepHO MHOTUM
00s13aHa KOPOJIeBe, YTOOH OCTAThCS 0e3y4aCTHOM K €e BO3MOXKHOU Tubenu. Y s1 CIMUIIIKOM CUITBHO
HeHaBUXKY [lapuaHa, 4TOOBI MO3BONUTE eMy IIpaBuTh B [llappaTace. OH... MHOTOE Y MEHS OTHSIJI, OT
€OUHCTBEHHOTO Y€eJI0BeKa KOTOPOTrO 5 JII00HIIa, J0... [0 MEHS CaMOH.

¢H, cmepKuBasi JOBOIBHYIO YCMEIIKY, MOJTYasl, 0KUas TPOIOIKEeHHs ee MOHOJIOra. [IpoBoKaIus
oKa3ajach 0oJiee yeM ycrelHoi. Buno, 00BHHeHUs, 00CTaHOBKA U €e COCTOSIHHE CII0COOCTBOBAJIU
H3NIUIITHEN OTKPOBEHHOCTH.

W KaTu neuCTBUTEIbHO 3ar0BOPUA:

— MHe ObIJI0 IITHAAIATH, KOTHA YTPOXKas Ka3Hbio 6paTa, [JlapuaH BHIHYOUI CTATh CBOEH
moboBHULEeH. M 9T0 OBIII0 Tak OOJIBHO... S MCTEKalla KPOBbIO HECKOIBKO [HEH... I MHe TPUXOIUIIOCh
JiraTh ¥ CKPBIBaTh CBOM I1030p, U TOTHA TaM, S TaK Hafesjach Ha CIaCUTENbHYI0 cMepTh. Ho [lapuan
He OBIJI TOTOB IMIIUTHCS HOBOM UTPYIIKHK U Oarogaps ero CTapaHUsIMU 5 BCTaja C nocrenu. Ho
011ar0lapHOCTH S He UCIHIThIBA0 HU MIrHOBeHUs1! OgHOro pa3a eMy OBLJIO Majio M UCIIOJIb3YysT TaWHBIN
X0, ero BBICOYECTBO MPUXOAUII KaXayo HOYb... — KaTapruHa B3OPOTrHYyJa, HO CJI0Ba IPOAOJIKaIU
PBaThCS U3 OYIIH, CJIOBHO OHA BHITJIECKUBAJIa BCIO CBOIO 60/1b. — EOWHCTBEHHEIN YeI0BEeK, KOTOPBIN
CTaJl BaXKeH [IJIs MeHsI, HeCMOTPS Ha BCe OTYasHHe MOeTro I0JIoKeHus, repror Buapra Jlapuiie, 6511
yOur... [lapraH He OCTaBUJI COMHEHUM HU B TUYHOCTHU YOUUIIL, HU B IpHYKMHE YOUNCTBa... d MpuHSITa
¥ 9TOT y[ap, PeLIuB IPOBECTU OCTATOK CBOUX JHEU B MOHaCTHIpe. Cepble Mpa4yHble CTEHEI, XOJIOAHEIE
KeJlbW ¥ 0TKa3 OT MPUBBIYHOU €[Ibl, OfleKObI, IOJIOKEHU ... Ka3aJIuCh MHE PaeM B CDaBHEHUU C
IPUABOPHOM XKU3HBI0. HO, BB, MO€ MMPOUCXOKOEHUE CIUIIKOM KO MHOTOMY 00s13bIBajio, a 6pak
Mexny 6apoHamMu accep BunneHckuMmu u repioramu Jlapuiie OblT CIMIIKOM BHITOOEH KOPOHE...
MeHs OTIIPABUIIK B TEPIIOTCTBO, T'Ie 5 JoXKHa Oblfla cTaTh XKeHou Huapa Jlapuine... Ho BHe3aImHO
ymupaeT KopoJjib PaHamup, a [lapuas... 3HaeTe, B TOT OeHb 5 OXKuAajla Bo3BpalleHus Huapa, Takas
CYaCTNMBas, Takasd... HauBHad... f mogbexkamna K HEMY, M yCIbiIaa: «Hain 6pak HeBO3MOXKEH, Tedu
Karapuna». Huap He mocMes IOWTH ITPOTHUB BOJIM KOPOJIs U [lapuaH BepHYI cebe HEITOKOPHYIO
JKepTBY, 4TOOHI 60JIbIIE ABYX JIET IPUYYaTh K IIOKOPHOCTH.

A g HMYero... COBCeM HUYero He MOTJa CHejiaTh, Beb 3aJI0r0OM MOEro XOPOIIIero IoBefieHus cTaja
Enusasera...

KaTtapuHa BrITepiia HaOexkaBIlre CIe3bl, 3aKPhIIa JIUI0 PYKaMU U ITPOAOJIKHUIIA:

— Ho u B 3TOM agy ObLI CBETIIHIM JTyd — CKOpas cBagbba MoHapxa... O mpuHIlecce JlaccapaHa
roBopuau MHOTOe. [IpHOBOPHEIE JAaMbI, HE CMYILAsiCh MOETO IIPUCYTCTBUS, 00CYKaalu, Kak CKOpO
IapvaH MOKWHET (paBOPUTKY, U MAHEeT K HOTaM IpeecTHOU cynpyru. OHM CUMUTAIIM, YTO YHUXKAIOT
ogO00HEIMU PA3rOBOPAMM, HO BOUCTUHY 3TH CJI0BA JAPUIN Hamexkay. S MOKUHYIa OBOP [0
BO3BpALIEHUS MOJIONOXKEHOB U COOMpanach IPUHSATD CaH... OH... — ee TOJI0C APOTHYI, — €ro He
CMYTHIIH [laXkKe CTeHHI CBATOr0 XpaMa. Y HuYero He u3aMeHus0ch... O, Kak Monuia ITpecBeTnoro
OruTaHa 0 ClaCeHMH, a OH CJIOBHO B HacMeIlKy... Kak okasanocs, s IpuUIIach 0 HpaBy ¥ KOPOJIERE.
IIBa XUIITHUKA CIIOPHWIX HE [NOJIr0, UM He ObIIO CMBICIIA Ie/IUTh KEePTBY MeXKAy Co00M, eciiu OHU
MOTJIH COBMECTHO €10 HaCJIaXKaaThCH. ..

XaccusiH cnylan ¥ He MOT 1moBepuTh. CTOIBKO 00JTM 1 0OTHasSHUS B KaxKa0M cioBe... Ho mocme
OTKPOBEHUI JTle MepTeu, TOM, YTO flapuiia eMy CTOJIbKO HOYel JTI00BY, OH y2Ke MOT IIOBEPUTH BO
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MHOT 0€.

— CnaceHre IPUIIIO0 HEOXKUOAHHO, — II0CJie HEeJOJITOM may3sl 3aroBopuiia Katu, — KHA3b ApHap,
IIPEeKPACHBIN, KaK XUIHUK... CUJIbHBEINA, KaK CHeXKHBIN 0apcC U OH... OH JIeMCTBUTENILHO IIOMOT MHE
cracTuck. Mi3-3a mypMaHa, 4TO 3aCTaBUJIA BIOXHYTh AJTMCCHH, MBI CTa/IX OJIU3KK B TY K€ HOYb.
PanaBepH /00U MEHS... T0-CBOEMY... f Bepuia eMy, MCKaJjla 3alllUThl PAOOM C HUM... O,
[TpecBeTnbId, KakK e 5 Bepuia eMy... — Cy[IOPOKHBIE PhIJaHus 3aT/IyIIUINA ee CJI0Ba, HO
crpaBuBIIKCH, KaTu mpopomxkuna. — KpemnocTHble CTeHEl 00epHYIUCEH TIOPHMOI, HEXKHBIN CYIIpyT —
JKeCTOKUM HaCUJIbHUKOM, T0Ophie ClI0Ba — JIaBUHOM yIIpeKoB! PaHaBepH OKa3aJiCsl U3BpPAlleHIEM.
BeposiTHO CKa3ayioch BOCIUTAHUE IIPU OBOpe JlaccapaHa, a MOXKEeT ero [yiia Bcerga Oblja THUJIOH, HO
YIOBOJIbCTBHE... IOBOJILCTBHE MOEMY CYIIPYTY IIPUHOCUIIA MOsI 60JIb, BU MO€H KPOBH, OCO3HAHUE
MOeH 0eCIOMOIIHOCTH. ..

OHa CymopoKHO B3[OXHYJIa U BLITEPJIA CIIE3HL.

— 4 meITasach HAWTHU 3alUTY Y KHATUHU Haguu, B OTBET ClIblllIajia IPOCTPaHHBIE PEYH O
TIOCITYIIAaHUHU CYNIPYTH. f cMupuack, BEIOOpa y MeHs He UMeJoch. M Korga mossBunach AJTMCCHH, S
faxke MBITalach COMPOTUBIATHCS, HO... Y Ee BennuecTBa UMeNKUCh KO3LIPH B PyKaBe, U
IIoCjIeioBasia 3a Hel KakK IpelaHHbIY 1IeTHoH mec... [IoBOmoK OBII XOTh U OJIXHHBIM, HO BeCbMa
IIPOYHBIM — MOU MaTh U cecTpa! BoT Tak s mpoBesia HEKOTOPOe BpeMs B BOEHHOM Jlarepe, rae
IapuaH, )XeCTOKUY U BIACTHHIM KOponb IllappaTtaca, meiTanacs ©300pa3uTh BIOONIEHHOT0 MOHAPXa. ..
Macka ymana o4eHb OBICTPO — HAaCUJILHUKY He MeHsIoTcs! MHe ymanoch 6exarth... Ho mpexpe, ueM
BepHYTHL cebe cBOOOMY, 51 pellnia BEPHYTh JONT AJTUCCUH — ee XU3Hb, 3a XKU3Hb MOel ceMbH. BoT
TaK, MOM UMIIEPATOP, I OKa3ajlach Ha Teppurtopuu PaTtacca!

KaTtaprHa BrITepsia cie3sl, BCTaja. HecMoTps Ha Ciy4YuBIIeecs, ey BOPYr cTaso jerye. Katu ¢
yOUBJIEHHEM OCO3HaJla, YTO UMIIepaToOp XaCCUSH CTaJl IEPBHIM YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPOMY OHa
paccka3sasa Bce. AGCOIOTHO BCe. A TOTOM IIPHUIIIO U HHOE ITOHMMaHue — f1H ee MOMPOCTY 3aCTaBUII
OBITH OTKPOBEHHOM!

[eByiKa CTpEMUTEIBHO 00€pHYIach, CMEpPHIIA B3IJISIAOM PACTEPSIHHOTO MyKYMHY U YCMEXHYJIach.
Cyns 1o BeIpaXKeHUIO ero Juila, ofo0HOTo IpaBUTeNb He oxupnai. Uto Xk, y Katapuss! 6b1710, 4eM
ellle yOUBUThH €T0:

— A Temeps, IaBaliTe PaCCMOTPUM CHUTYaIIUIO TaK, KaK BUXY ee 51! Bce Balllx cjioBa IIpo TO, YTO
BBIOOD 3a MHOM — He 6osee ueM mycTou 3BYK! U BHL... BB TAKOM Ke KaK U BCE, KTO ITPECHIIIEH
BJIaCThI0! — OHA BCKHHYJIA MOI0OPOIOK, IPUCTAJILHO TJISIAS Ha UMIIepaTopa. — Peluin yKka3aTh MHe
Ha Moe MecT0? WK IpogeMOHCTPUPOBaTh CBOIO BacTh?! Uinu XKe B, HE YIOBJIETBOPUBILIUCH
[ONIPOCOM KM3BECTHOU HaM JIeqy, PEIUJI YCIIbIaTh BCe U3 NepBhixX yCT?! Yenbimanu? [10BOIbHEL?
Tak 51 MOTy BaM paccKa3aTbh ¥ B MHTUMHBIX ITOAPOOHOCTSIX!

Kapue rnaza noremHenu ot sspoctu! [a, ceitdac KataprHa oco3Hasa CiIy4uBIIeecs 04eHb
0TYeTIuBO. M CHOBa B AMSITH BCIUIBUIM CJI0Ba Anuccul: «ITocse mozo, umo ¢ mobot coenan
HapuaH, a 3amem u PanasepH, mul 803HeHasuouwb mydxHcuuH, Kamapuna! Tul yoce ux HeHaguouww,
HO 20e-mo 8HYyMpU HAUBHO HadeewbCs Ha N100608b U cuacmve. Ymo Jc... 1 N0380110 mebe ucnbimamo
euw,e o0Ho, ybulicmeeHHOe pasouaposaHue».

— A pa3oyapoBaHUe IeNCTBUTEIBHO YOUNCTBEHHOE, — MpOoCcTOHana KaTaprHa, HO OHa He II03BOJIHUIA
cebe OOJIBIIIE TITaKATh.

OTBepHYBIIKCH K OKHY, KaTu cripaBunach u ¢ 607610, ¥ ¢ COOCTBEHHLIMU TJIYIIBIMU HafleXKOaMu U
naxe C OTYassHUEM. «A Ha 4TO g Hafesdnach? — C IPYCThIO IToayMaia gesyiika. — Ha yto? Kak xe
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TOYHO OXapPaKTepu30BaJia MEHA KOPOJIeBa — CBATaAA HauBHOCTh! Ho s II049YeMy-TO BHOBb U BHOBBb
CTapalCh BUOETH B TIOOAX TOJIBKO XOPOIIIEeE... 3auem?!».

— 3HaeTe, 4TO 6OJIbIIIE BCETo ITOpPaXxkaeT B JaHHOUW CUTyaluu? — mpolenTtana Katu u, He mOXUIAsCh
OTBETA, MPOJOJIKUIIA. — T0, YTO ANMCCUH Obl/Ia IIPaBa... BO BCEM.

OHa CymopoKHO B3[OXHYIA, CKaJla KyJIaKy U 0 KPOBU MPUKYycHia ryosl. Yto kK, ecnu [TpecBeTbi
He OTMEPUJI CYaCThs HA ee JOJTI0, 3HAYUT TaKOBa ee cymboOal!

Korpa ona pa3BepHynack K uMmnepaTopy PaTtacca, aTo Oblia yxe gpyrag Karapuna. CunbHas,
yBepeHHas u GeccrpairHas. [lomo6HOro Xaccusii He 0XKUAaI U Jaxe B3OPOTHYJI, YCIILIIIAB ee
XOJIOMHBIN U IPE3PUTEbHBIN TOH:

— C ucnosenbo NOKOHYEHO. f Mory ugtu?

— HeT, — HeCKOJIBKO pacTepssHHO CKa3all UMIIepaTop, ellle He BIIOJIHEe 0CO3HaBast, YTO CIIy4YUJIoCh C
TOY MCITyTAaHHOM U PhIfalollel IeByIIKOi, KoTopol KaTapuHa Ovlia Bcero MrHOBeHME Ha3afl, HO yXKe
IIOHUMas YTO COBEPIINJI OUINOKY.

— Yero xKe BH eIlle XKelaeTe? — CapKa3M H sA3BUTEJIBHOCTDb B KazKJOM OTPBIBHCTO IIPON3HECEHHOM
CIIOBE.

— Tebs1, — 4eCTHO OTBETHUJI XaCCUIH.

KatapuHa ciioxuiia pykKu Ha IPyOu, MeIIeHHO, He OTPBIBAS B3TJIA[a OT UMIIEpaTopa, MpubIu3unach
K HEMY, U, He CKPhIBAsi HEHABUCTH, IIPOT'OBOPHUIIA:

— BrI MoxeTe yOUTh MEHSI, OTIIPABUTh Ha CTOJIb MUJIOE BallleMy Cep[lly CBUAAHKE C KphICaMU
nop3eMeibe, Ho 51 Oosblie He Oymny Goree crmaTh ¢ Bamu! Hukorga! XBaTut!

XaccusiH MmomnbTancs o0HATh ee, HO KaTu OTCTymuIa, BCe TaK, e C HEHABUCTHIO TSI Ha HETO.
— 4 momxeH OBIN BRISCHUTh, — MPAYHO OIIPaBHAJICS UMIIEPATOp.

— Tl'opouTeck coboi, BE mOCTUTH 1enu! [Iompoc 3aBepIieH?

— KartapuHa... — OH cfesias 1ar, Ho OCTaHOBUJICS, YBUMIEB €€ YCMEIIIKY.

— 4 He XKUBOTHOE, Baiie BennyecTBo, — ropbKasi ycMeIllka HCKa3nila KpacuBble TYObl, — 51 YeJIOBeK,
U YKPOTHUTEJIb, flaXkKe CaMbIX JIy4IlIUM, He 3aCTaBUT IPUHATH 3aKOHEI CTau. M 5 JoBepsiia BaM, IOTOMY
YTO Balll¥ CJI0Ba ¥ NMPU3HAHUS Ka3aauch MHe UCKpeHHUMH. Ho s GmarogapHa 3a ypok! Kak xe
CUJIBHO 51 OaromapHa 3a 3TOT XKecToku# ypok! U 3a, mycTh u 6071€3HEHHOE, HO HAallOMUHAHUE —
MYXKYUHBEI He YMeIOT 1I00uTh! Bbl yMeeTe MOOYMHSATH, TONTATh, HACUIIOBATH U... YOOBIIETBOPSTh
cobcTBeHHbIe ToTpebHOCTH. Crtacubo, 3TOT YPOK 5 3allOMHI0. BUmiMo UMeHHO 3TOMY [IpecBeTiblii 1
JKeJlajll MeHSl Hay4UTh...

W He BcTpeyas compoTuBieHusi, KaTaprHa MOKMHYIA CTPAHHYIO CIAJIBHIO, KAK 0KA3aJioCh
IEeNCTBUTEIHLHO PACIIONIOKEHHYIO B OalllHe. BEICTPO CITyCTHIIACh 10 CTYIEHSIM U BHIIIIA BO [BOP.
CTpaxXHUKM GeCIPENsITCTBEHHO ITPONYCTUIIN OJIEOHYIO IEBYIIKY C PaCTPEIIaHHON TPUYECKOH, HO
enBa Katu BhilTa 3a BTOpPBIE BOPOTA, €€ IOTHala KapeTa. Bce ke uMmepaTop oKa3aJjcs He JIUIIeH
671aropoficTBa ¥ Ha 3TOT Pa3 BO3HHUIIA NOCTABUI OEBYILIKY K TOMECTHIO accep BunneHcKux.

X % %
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Y1pom KaTapuHy pa30ymui BOCTOPKEHHBIN BU3T Enu3aBeTsl. CecTpuyka, HE CMYIIasich TeM (HaKToM,
yTo KaTu ellle He BCTaBasla, BOPBaiach K HEM B KOMHATY C eAMHCTBEHHLIM TpeGoBaHUEM:

— T®I MOIKHA COOOIIUTE ero uMs!
— XaccusH, ummepartop Patacca! — xMypo oTBeTH Ia feByILIKa ¥ BHOBb JIerJIa Ha IOAYILIKH.

CroH Enu3aBeTh OHa flaxke He yCIIbIllajia, a BOT €€ BOSMYIIEHHEIE KDUKU B TOCTUHOU He IT03BOJININ
BHOBbB ITPOBAJINTHECS B CTIACHUTEeNILHBIM COH.

— Kartapuna, — negu AHeCTHHA BOIIIJIA B CIIaJIbHIO, — TO, YTO CKa3asla Jnu3a, 3To...?
IeByllIKa yCcTaso MOAHAach, HallpaBUiIach K KYBIIMHY C BOION U S3BUTEJIBHO ITIOMHTEPECOBAIACh:

— A y Koro el1ie, Io-BallleMy, JOCTaTOYHO CPEMICTB ¥ BO3MOXKHOCTEHM YTOOH! ejlaTh MOgo0HbIe
IOJapKu?

— Ho, ogutsa Mmoe, — 6apoHecca UCIIyraHHO CMOTpPeJIa Ha [04Yb, — IIOYEMY... 5 HE TIOHUMAIO...
— 4 Toxe, — npu3Hanach Katu, — s Toxe... He moHMMar0 1, HaBepHOE, HUKOra He IIOMMY...
JlepstHast Bofia ¥ JIEASTHOE JKe 0CO3HaHue — 3T0 He ObU1o cHoM! Huuero He Gb1JI0 CHOM...

KaTu BHIIPSIMUIIACK, TSI Ha ce0s B 3epKajo — OJIeHOe JIAI0, TIOKPACHEeBINHe I'1a3a, Cephie TyOHl C
3aMeTHLIMHU ClieflaMi ee COOCTBEHHHIX 3y0O0B.

— Yto ¢ To60i#? — GapoHecca Mmogoia, o0HsIa J0Yb 3a IIeYH.

KaTu TO4YHO 3Hala, YTO C Hel — OHa [OoIIIa [0 Ipeaesa. 1o TOYKH, 0O TPAHU BO3MOXKHOTO. A THE-TO
ry60ko 651710 6ONTBHO, CIIOBHO Cep/lle BRIPBAK M OCTalach paHa. Bone3HeHHas, KpOBOTOYAIIIAs
paHa...

— MHe npocTto 601bHO, MaMa, — TpoirenTana Katapuaa. — Ho st BEIIepXKy u 910!

X X x

CrnycTUBIINCH B XOJIJI, ieBYIIKa 6e3pa3IuyHO 0CMOTpeNa TBopsieecs TaM 6e300pa3ue. Ha 3ToT pas
BCe IBETHI ObITH anbiMu. CII0BHO KPOBE. I10 CpaBHEHMIO C MPUHECEHHBIMU HaKaHyHEe 0eJI0CHEeKHBIMH,
3TH PO3HI Ka3aUCh BEI30BOM, ITPOCKOOM, CTPACTHIO... M1 COTHU IOCHIAHUM, C IMHCTBEHHBIM CJIOBOM
«IIpoctu». Ha rpaHaToBhIi GpaciieT, Koiabe ¢ pPyOMHAME ¥ KOJIBIIO C OTPOMHBEIM OPHIIIMAHTOM
KaraprHa maxke He B3TJISHYTIA.

Y nopgHUMasACh CHOBA K cebe, UTOOHI TepeofeThCs OIS TOCeIIe s UMIIePaTOPCKOT0 ABOPIlA, TUXO
IIOIIpocuia JIusy:

— He ocTaBnsit MeHsI ceronHs.
— XopoI1o, — Tak e IMpoIIernTaja MaaflIas cecTpa.

X % x

Jlopn AHepo yBEPEHHO BOIIe]l B KaOUHET IMIPaBUTENS U OCTAHOBUIICS Ha IOpore — XaCCUSH BHITIISAEN
HeBaxkHO. CoBceM. CJIOBHO 3alaBIIIue I'1a3a, 3aTPABIEHHBIN B3TTISIH, U3MOXKIEHHBIN BU]I.
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— V MeHs mpemnapinrBoe YyBCTBO, YTO s e MOTePSsil, — YBUIeB COBETHHUKA, POU3HEC UMIIEPaTOp.
— HcnoBenu He OBI0? — BOIPOCHUI AHEPO.

— HampoTus... Uadopmarius Ovlna mpegocTaBieHa HCUEPIkIBAOIIas... — XacCHUSIH pacTep JIUII0
pykamu. — BengHas geBodYka... [lepexuTs Takoe...

— Kusa3p ApHap? — morafalcs CaHOBHUK.
— THI 4TO-TO 3HAENb 0 HEM? — MTHOBEHHO 3aMHTEPeCcoBalcs MoBenuTenb PaTacca.

— Jly4wmuii Apyr NOKOWHOTO npuHLa ['eHpu, — oTo3Banca AHeEpo. — K TOMy e MoroBapuBaiy, 4To
HECKOJIPKO Pa3 IOYTPY B €ro MOKOSX HaXOOUIM IOTHOIINX JeBYIIIEK.

— [Morubmmux? — uMIepaTop HEPBHO CTJIOTHYJ, OIIYTHB, KAK rOPJIO0 CXKAJI0 CIIa3MOM.

— HcTekumx KPoBbio, — MTOATBEPANII COBETHUK. — YTBepPXKOaTh OIHAKO 1 He 0epych, HO OOHY AEBUITY
s TIOCJIe KHSI3S BUMET... €€ TeJlo ObIJIO IIOKPRITO IIpaMaMi. [[0/Ir0 MaJbIIIKa He IPoXkKuia. BipoueM
3TO OTJIMYHKTENIbHAsA YepTa [ABOPSHCKON Moyofexku JlaccapaHa — MpUBBIYKa yOUpaATh TeX, KTO O YEM-
1160 HEII03BOIUTEIBHOM OCBEJOMIIEH.

XaccusH MPOCTOHAN, ¥ MPavyHO IPOU3HEC:
— Kartapuny s He otnam! B mo6om cnydyae, HeB3upasi Ha ee corjiacue, mubo Hecornacue!

— OO0 9TOM He MOXKeT ObITh U PeYH. YUUTHIBAS HAIIl IIJIaH, MOM IOBEIUTEIIb, HaM KpalHe He BRITOJHO
napoBaTth HacjaenHuly OpTaHOHa KHSA310 ApHap.

* % x

Ona cobupasnack OBICTPO, HO HafleB CKPOMHOE TIJIaThe 1IBeTa OCEHHUX CyMepeK [IJisl IIOCEIeHus
MIBOPIIA, BMECTE C TEM CJIOXKHJIA HECKOJILKO JOPOXKHEIX KOCTIOMOB, 6eJlbe, ¥ TOT CaMblii KOCTIOM
JIECHUYET0, B KOTOpoM Ipubnina B PaTtacc. He6ombIoe KOITHYECTBO 30JI0THIX MOHET, BHITPOIIEHHOE Y
OTIIa, TaK JKe IMepPeKoYeBaio B CYMKY CO CMEHHOM ofiexkmoi. Bce 9To OHa mepemana ciykaHKe, C
TpeboBaHHEeM OTHECTH K JieKapio PaeHepy, ¥ 0CTaBUThL TaM. BEICTPO Hamucasa HECKOJILKO CJIOB Ha
UCTKe OyMaru ¥ B3sijla IOCJIaHue C COOO0H.

Bo mBopern exanu Monya, TOJIbKO Ennu3aBeTa, CII0BHO IPENYYBCTBYS YTO-TO, IIOCTOSHHO fiepzKaia
Kartu 3a pyky.

Hx ocTaHOBUIM Ha BHE3[E. O(bnuep JINYHOU I'Bapauu Ero BenuuecTtBa, BeXKIUBO IIOIIPOCHUII KHATUHIO

ApHap IIpOCJiIenoBaTh 3da HUM. KaTtu Monya moguYuHUNAaCk... HpOH.IaHCB, YYTh CXKaJla JIadOHb CECTPHI.

TaliHEIMU TTIepexofaMy, ¥ OBYMS CKPHITBIMU OT IIOCTOPOHHUX T'JIa3 rajiepessMu KHATUHIO ApHap
IIPOBEJTH B IIOKOU UMIlepaTopa. JIopa AHEDPO CKIIOHUJICS, TPUBETCTBYSI, 3aT€M COITPOBOMU B IMYHBIN
KaOwHeT XaccusiHa, ¥ egBa KaTu BoIIia, 3aKphUT 3a Hel JBePH, OCTABIIKNCH B KOPUIOPE.

— HpOCTI/I MeHd, — fdH cumen 3a CKPOMHBEIM ITIMCBEMEHHBIM CTOJIOM, OTJIOZKHB IIPU €€ IMOABJIIEHUN
CKP€EIIJIEHHBIE IIEPEBA3BI0 6YMa1"I/I.

— ¥V mens k Bam 6yneT npocs6a, — KaTapusa 6e3 TeHU yIEI0KY CMOTpETIa Ha HETO.

— 41 ciymraro. — XacCusiH He eJiall MOMBITKY BCTaTh U OOHSTH ee, XOTh U JKeJlajl 3TOTr0 60ble
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2KU3HU.

— He mpensATcTByiiTe XeIaHW0 MOET0 CYIPyra BOCCOEOUHUTH CEMBIO! — OTYET/INBO IPOU3HECTIA
IeBYIIKA.

— Het! — 970 OBITIO TOYTHU PEIYAHUE.

OH OTBETHUI, U JIUIIb 3aTEM IIOHSJII, YTO OTBET OBITT CITUIIIKOM TIOCTIEIIHEIM. [ToHSII 1 opyroe — OHa 060
BCEM [JoragaliacChb.

— Trl y&Ke 3HaelIb? — cTapasich ObITh XJIaAHOKPOBHBIM, CIIPOCHIT fH.
Katu ycMexHysach 1 IOSICHUTIA:

— HaxkaHyHe BBl COOOIIMIIH, YTO V BaC CIIMIIKOM MaJjio BpeMeHU. BeposiTHO, raopcKuii Kopabib GBI
3aMeyYeH Ha TOPU30HTE eIle Buepa. M BO3MOXKHO, UMEHHO 3THM BHI XeJlaeTe 00bSICHUTEL CBOE
IIoBegeHue, He Tak Iu?

— B yMe BaM He OTKaXellb...

Pa3BepnyBmuch, KaTaprHa HanpaBuiaach K IBEPH, U B3SBIINCH 3a PYUKy, He 000payuBasich,
IIPOU3HECTIA:

— BynbTe BepHEBI cBOEMY clioBY! Brl roBopuiy, 4TO BEIOOP 3a MHOM, 51 CBOM BHIOOD chesana!

Ho emgBa oHa Hayasna OTKPHIBATh ABEPH, XaCCUSH METHYJICS K meBymKe. OgHa ero pyka 00XBaTuila ee
TaJIMI0, BTOPAs MSTKO, HO BIIaCTHO 3aKpHIia JBEPH.

— KatapuHna, — ero ry0nl Kacauch Il1eH, IIeJI0Ball 3aBUTKHA TEMHBIX BOJIOC, — S IOJIZKEH OB
3HaTh... [Ipexnae yeMm unTu Ha KOHGMUKT ¢ ['aopo, Ipexae 4YeM IIOMTH Ha Iar, KOTOPHIM B TIa3ax
IIPHUIBOPHLIX BLICTABUT MEHS BITIOOTIEHHBIM OOIBAHOM... f UMIIepaToOp, IOUMH, S HOJIXKEeH ObII 3HATH!

— 3HaTh 4yT0? — KaTuy CJI0BHO OKaMeHesla B ero pykKax. — 3HaTh Mepy Moero naaeHus? Terneps oHa
BaM u3BecTHa. OTIyCTUTE MeHs!

— KartapuHa, — OH IIpOCTOHAJI, IpuXkaB ee K cebe cuibHee, — 3T0 Ob1I0 6e300pa3Ho U Tpybo ¢ Moel
CTOPOHEHI, HO MHAYE... UHAa4e Ha BEISCHEHUE BCET0 Y MEHS YIITH Obl HEelH. .

— 4 He xKUBOTHOe, — KaTu BCe Xe BHIpPBaslaCh U Pa3BepHYBIINUCH THEBHO B3IJIAHYJIa Ha HEr0, — He
AHpam, Ha XapaH, He jomans! Bel npupydanu MeHs, Kak HU TSKeJ0 3TO 0Co3HaBaTh. CHavana
II03BOJIASI MHE OIIYTUTHL CBOOOMY, a 3aTeM... Ball myiaH yBeHYasncs ycnexoM. [opgutech coboil. A 4...
s He XKeJaoo OBITH ellle U Ballel HaBOPUTKOM, He kKefao 1 He Oyny! Brl manu c10BO IPUHUMAThL MO
BbIOOD, KaKUM OBl OH HM OBbIJI, UMeNTe CUIIH CiepXkKaTh JaHHoe ofelaHue!

— KaTu... — oH momsITancs BHOBL OOHSTE ee.

Ho KaTapuHa CTpeMUTEIBHO OTCTYIIIIAa U PEMIUTEIBHO TOTpeboBaa:

— He npukacaiitTecs K0 MHE!

fApocTh 3aKunana, 3aTyMaHuBas pa3yM, HO XaCCUSH CIepxKaJcs, ¥ IonpodoBas Bpa3yMUTh ee:

— Jla mocnymay xe ThI!..
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— ¢ He XKeJlal0 HYU CHIBIIIATH, HA BUETh, HY 3HATh BaC, — HECKOJILKO rpy0o mpepBasia ero KHITuHs
ApHap, 3aTeM 000I1171a, BHOBb B35I71aCh 3a IBEPHYIO0 PYUKY, ¥ e[Ba CIILIIIHO Jo6aBuiIa: — Bel ObIIN
Moeu omuOKo#, XaCCUSAH... ocaeqHen!

— KartapuHa!

PacmaxHyB IBepH, OHa MOKUHYJIa UMIIepaTopa, CTPEMUTENTBHO PACKPHIBasi Beep. JIUIIO MHIIano OT
THEBa, SPOCTH U... YYBCTBa, 0 KOTopoM KatapuHa npuHsna pelieHue 3a0bIThb.

X % x

[TyTh OT ITOKOEB UMIIEPATOPa OHA 3alOMHUIIA ellle B MIPOILIBEIN Pa3 ¥ celiyac COPUEeHTUPOBABIIIKCE,
IIJTa K TPOHHOMY 3ajy, MUHYS [Ba JTECTHHYHBIX ITPOJIEeTa U BRIAMAS K KAPTUHHOM rajepee,
3aI0THEHHON IIPHUOBOPHEIMY, OXKHUMAIOIIMME BEIXOA UMIIePaTOpPa, IOTOPOIKIaCh MUHOBATH €TI0,
YTOOBI TOKMHYTh HEHABUCTHEIN JBOPEII.

Kusruns GLICTPO IIIJTa 110 rajiepee, He oOpallias BHUMAHUS Ha ITPOBOKAIOIIKUX €€ B3TISAaMu
IIPUABOPHBIX, KOTTIa YBUEIa ero. BEICTphIM, HEMCTOBBIM, HEYOEPKUMBIN U JKECTOKUM CHEXKHBIN Oapc.
[TpekpacHHH, 3eJIeHOr a3k, ¢ 0eTOCHEeXKHBIMU BOJIOCAaMHU, COOPaHHBIMU B XBOCT, B CBETJIO-
cepeOpHCTOM, PaCIINTOM YEPHBIMU HUTSMU KOCTIoMe. KaTy cMOTpesia Ha Cynpyra U Ciblliana, Kak
IepellenThBalOTCS BOCXHUILEHHBIE Ie[IH, CIIpallliBasi APYT y Apyra UMs CTO/Ib IPEKPaCcHOTr0 JIOPAa.

PaHaBepH yBumen ee U Toxke ocTaHOBUICSA. OHM TaK U CMOTPENH APYT Ha Apyra 4epes BCIO Talepero,
He B CWJIaX COejaTh mar. Y Bce xe mepBuIi Iar OB 3a HUM, KaK M OCTaJbHEIE. bapc BHIIIEN Ha
OXOTY, HO 3HAsl, YTO KEepPTBe HEeKy[a OTCTYIaTh, IIIeJl yBePEHHO ¥ HETOPOIINIKUBO... KaTapruHa HEBOIBHO
3am000Baach 3TUM IIPEKPACHEIM XUITHUKOM. [[TUHHEIE OeI0CHEXKHBIE BOJIOCH M 3aropesas Iocye
MOPCKOT'0 ITyTeIIeCTBUS, TOYTH OPOH30Bast KOxKa. KpacuBoe JTUII0 CYpOBOTO BOWHA, ¥ CJIOBHO
CUSIOLTNE U3YMPYOHBIE TJIa3a UCTUHHOTO ropa. Y oHa moboBamach MpeKpacHBIM JTUIIOM, KOTOPOe
maxe B THEBe OBIJIO HE JIUIIEHO 9TOW CYPOBOM KPACOTHI, HA CUJIbHEIE PYKH, CTOJIb BBIAEISIOIIAECS
Pa3BUTOM MYCKY/IaTypoy BOMHA, @ HE MPUABOPHOIO XJIHIIA... HO OHA Ha cebe UCIbITana Kak
HEXKHOCTh 3THX JIaIOHeH, TaK U CUJy UX yhapa...

«3Bepb, — OTpPeILIeHHO moayMana KaTapuHa, — KpacUBBIN U 6€33KaIOCTHEIN... KaK ¥ BCE 3BEPH...»

A PaHaBepH 1eJ, yibbasch ¥ YXMBUISISICh OMHOBPEMEHHO, He CBOJIS C Hee IPUCTAILHOTO B3I, U
He CKphIBast cBoel spocTH... OH, Kak U Katu, ucKpeHHe 1000BaJICs CYyIPyroi — Kak He Iox0xa Oblia
OHa, TpeKkpacHas 6eJloKoXKas Kaperjasas Jieii B 30JI0TUCTO-0arpoBOM Hapsifie, Ha pa3yKpalleHHBIX
IPUIBOPHAIX MaM. Kak BEHITOOHO BREIIENSIAcCh Ha UX POHE HEXKHOCTHIO, JKEHCTBEHHOCTHIO, YUCTOTOU U
CTPOMHOCTHIO. TaK BHIIENIIETCS TOHKOHOTAS JIaHb B CTajle BO3BPAIIAIOIIMUXCS U3 JIeca KOPOB.

YcMmelika TpoHYyIa KpacCUBO OUepUYEHHEIE TyOHI.
«Mos, — nogyMmas KHA3b ApHap, — MO HECMOTPS HU Ha 4To!»

U oH He cTasn oTKa3bBaTh cebe B YIOBOJILCTBUY, 00XBAaTUB PYKOH €€ II1el0, BIUTHCS 607€e3HEHHBIM
TIoIeJIyeM B T'yOBI TOH, 4TO OOJIbIe BCETo XKean npuaymuTts! Katu Monmda cTeprena, egBa OH
OTOPBAJICS, IPHCeJIa B peBepaHce, He CKPHIBast UPOHUY ITPOU3HECIa:

— Papia BUpeTs Bac, JOporou cynpyr!

— IIparomeHHas Cynpyra, — IOKJIOH PaHaBepHa ObI/T UCIIOJTHEH C HE MEHbIIIEH I3BUTEIbHOCTHIO, — S
0eCKOHEeYHO paj] BOCCOeTUHEHNIO Halllel ceMbu!
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KaTapuHa BCKHHYJIa TOJIOBY, TPUCTAIBbHO TJISAS B 3eJIeHbIe T71a3a, ¥ efiBa CJIBIIIHO, TOJIBKO IJIS HETO
IIPOU3HECIIA:

— Henb3s1 BOCCOEOMHUTE TO, UYTO HUKOTA HE OBIIIO CEMbBE, CyIIpyr MOM. PaHaBepH IIpOoHIeIITall B
OTBET:

— Mgz 06cyouM 9TO, — €ro pyKa MeIIeHHO KOCHYIach ¢haphopoBoi KOXKHU ee JIHuIla, 3aTeM
CITYCTUBIINCH HHXKE OH IPOBeJI NabllaMH II0 1lIee ¥ BHE3AIIHO C CUJION CXKaJl, — U Thl U3MEHHUIIIb CBOE
pemeHue!

— BesymueM Ovin10 OB Ha 9TO HaflesAThCsI, — KaTu OTCTymMIIa Ha Iar, 0CBOOOKIAsCh OT IIPOSIBIIEHUS
€ro 4yBCTB, — €IMHCTBEHHOE, UYTO S TOTOBa 06CYyKIaTh C BaMH, TakK 3TO pacTopxkeHue Opaka!

W BOT 9TH ee cJI0Ba MPUABOPHBIE PACCIHIIIaIU. PaHaBepH CTOSI, YYTh CKIIOHUB T'OJIOBY K JIEBOMY
714y, ¥ B3TJIS er0 OBII IIOJIOH SPOCTH. DTOT ero B3risan KaTapuHa yxe 3Hana. M mociaencTBust
IIomoOHOr0 e Tak ke OLLUIM BeLOMEL...

«W He Hapgewcs, — B spocTu nogymana KaTtu, — 6osblile 9TO He TIOBTOPUTHCS!».

PaHaBepH cfenan OOUH IJIABHBIH IIaT, TPUOIU3UBUINCE BIJIOTHYIO U YyTh CKJIOHUBIIIKCE K CYIIPYyTe,
IIPOLIETNTaN:

— HukTOo He mocMeeT pa3pyIIUTh OCBSLIEHHBIN 60oroMm Opak!

OHa npomosryasa, ITPUCTaIbHO TISAS Ha MyXa, JaHHOT0 O0roM... eif B HaKa3aHMUe.
BHe3anHo OCbIaniuCch TOPOIIUBLIE IIIAarH, a IT0CJIe OHU YCIIbIIaal IPOMKOE:

— Kusa3p ApHap, — K HUM CIeInun Jopa AHEpo, — MBI pafbl IPUBETCTBOBATh Bac!

— MBI IPOAOIIKUM. .. TI03XKe, — IPOIIeNTall MIPeKpPacHkIN B CBOEM THeBe 0apc, OTCTYIas OT CYNPYTH U
C BEIpaKeHHEM BEKJIMBOTO BHUMaHHUS, 000payuBasiCh K MOAOIIEIIEeMY COBETHUKY UMIIepaTopa.

anee 06].T.leHI/Ie IIPOTEKAJI0 B COOTBETCTBHUHU C 3THUKETOM.

— Jlopn AHepo, — MyK4YKWHB 0OMEHSITUCH IPUBETCTBEHHLIMU [TOKJIOHaMU, HO e[jBa BHIIIPSMUBILIUCE
PaHaBepH C HECKPHIBAEMBIM 37I0PafCTBOM H00aBU, — Ballla 0€CKOHEYHAs PagoCTh 0 IIOBOY MOET0
npubkITHS OblJTa OTMEYEHA MHOIO ellle HaKaHyHe... Korga Baumm mopToBbie 0QUIEpE], TPOAEPKau
Mo¥ Kopalnb 0o yTpa, He M03BOJISAST MHE BHICAIUTHCS Ha Geper!

KartapuHa, c HeCKpEIBaEMEIM YOUBIEHUEM 00OpaTHuia B30p Ha jlopAa AHEPO, OOHAKO HOBEPEHHEIH
uMIeparopa OblT 3aHAT IIOMCKOM AOCTATOYHO BEXKJIMBHIX Qpa3, /s OTBETA Pa3rHEBAaHHOMY KHS3IO.

— ITpuckopOHO CNHIIATE MOAO0HOE, — HAIIeICs AHEPO, — HO MbI BRISCHUM IIPUYUHEI CTOITb...
OTBETCTBEHHOTO IIOX0Ma K paboTe HaMmMX cIyK0 oxpaHsl. [IpuHOITY CBOM U3BMHEHUS, 3a
IpUYMHEeHHBIe Heymo0cTBa. M mpolry Bac ciefnoBaTh 3a MHOM, KHSI3b ApHap, UMIIEPATOP OXKHUIAEeT
Bac.

KH$13b TOTOB GBITT PBATh M METATh, HO... HE MOMUYUHUTLCS BEICOYAKIIIEMY ITOBETIEHUIO OBIIO GBI
HepasyMHO. KaTapuHa MpOBOAMIIa €T0 0YapoBaTENbHOM yIIHIOKOM, Ha KOTOPYI0 PaHaBEepH HECKOJIBKO
pa3 obepHyJICS.

K cBoeMy uckpenneMy ynupneHuio, Katu 3amMeTnsna Kak BCie[l 3a KHS3€M U JIOPAOM, ranepero
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NOKKHYN U 6apoH BunneHckuii. BoT 9T0 y2Ke HECKOIBKO YOUBUIIO.

— Kusarunsa ApHap, — nenu [JHepuH, HECIIEIIHO IOOIIIa K AeByIIKe, — KakK ke Bbl HalllJId B cebe
cuyel 0exkaTh OT TOTO, 3a KEM yKe TOTOBEI CJIeIOBATh IOYTH BCE MPUABOPHEIE TaMbI?

Hacwmelnrka, MpOHUS ¥ €1Ba TPUKPHITOE JTIOOOMHITCTBO. KaTaprHa yCMeXHYIach ei B TUI0, UOEATbHO
TIOBTOPUB BhIpaxkeHue AnmuccuH. Jlemu mo6ienHena, ¥ HEBOJIBHO OTCTYIIMIIA Ha IIar.

Katu He cobupanachk yOOBIETBOPSATh Ybe Obl TO HU OBLIO JTIOO0MBITCTBO, Y Hee ObIIM ropa3no 6onee
nasieko upyume miaHsl. O0epHYBLINCH, OHA [TOUCKasa IJla3aMy MaTh U CECTPY, ¥ YIUBIEHHO
B3TJIsSIHYJIa Ha BOLIEAIIero UMIeparTopa.

AH, cxkaB l"y'6BI OT 3JIOCTH, HE o6pa1_ua5{ BHUMAHUS Ha IMOKJIOHEI IIPUOBOPHEBIX, CTPEMUTEJIEHO ITOOOIIEe]I
K Hel 1 CXBaTHB 3a 3allsICThe IIPOIIUIIEB:

— Ha mapy cnoB, negu! — moTammi youparouryiocs Katu 3a co6oi.

[TpuOBOPHEIE TPOBOOUIM WX IIOKHPOBAHHBIMY B3TJIsIMAMK, Ha MaTymKy KatapruHa maxe B3TISHYTh
He ycIiea.

X X x

XaccusH NpoTalul ee 10 KOHIla rajiepeu, ¥ BTOJIKHYJI B OOUH U3 3aKPHITHIX IPOX0AoB. Eule
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT I10 Y3KUM JIECTHUIIAM U yKe 3HAaKOMBIH IEeBYIIKEe UMIIEPATOPCKUM KaOUHET.

— A Temneps cAmb U ocyLIai! — dH CUION ycaauil ee Ha Kpecro.

A 3aTeM Havan MEPUTH KabuHeT YBEPEHHLEIMHU IIaraMu. KaTtu, moHuMas, 4to BBRICJIYIIAQTh IIPUOETCA,
cella y1106Hee, CJIIOXKHIIAa PYKH Ha KOJIEHSX, BbIPAaXKad 'OTOBHOCTE BHUMATE €TI0 CJI0OBAM.

— Hrak, y Hac ecTh pakT: d He oTgam Te6s1 ApHapy, — UMIIepaTOpP OCTAHOBUJICS, IPUCTAIBHO
IIOCMOTpeEJ Ha Hee. — JTOT BHIOOD 5 Tebe He mpenocTasiio, KaTaprHa.

— Kakue rpoMkue cj0Ba, — He yaepXkanach oT UpoHuU KaTtu. 2KenBaku Ha ero Jjiuie 3aX0guIn
XOOyHOM, HO XaCCHUSH CHaepKacs.

— Temneps nepexoguM K TBOEMY BHIOOPY, — OH IIPUABUHYI CTYJI, CE€Jl HAaIIPOTUB. — Y HAC eCTh OBa
BapuaHTa, KaTtu. [1epBhiii HauboJiee IPOCT B UCIIOJIHEHUH, U MEI OyeM BMeCTe.

— OObaBuTe MeHs cBoell paBopuTkon? — Katu ycMexHynacb. — Mo# 0TBeT — HeT!

— Xopo1110, — ero rina3a 4yTh Cy3UJIUCh, BhIIaBasl IPOCTh, HO OH BHOBb 3arHaj 3MOIUYU 10T
KOHTPOJb. — Xopoio, Katapuna! U gaxe ecnu si, 0eCKOHeYHO 0003/7IEHHBIN TBOUM IIOBEJIEHUEM,
IIPOTUB JaHHOTO PeIlleHus, ¥ Jaxe eClIi 5 CYUTAal0, YTO HyKHO OBITI0 ObI HE OTIYCKATh TE0S U3
IapTaHa BYepa, a HAlOUTh U BCe Ke COOJIa3HUTD, KaK U MJIAHUPOBAJIOCh U3HAYAJIBHO... O TBOEH
IIepeBepHYBIIelN MO MUP UCIIOBEOH... f BCe Ke IIPUHUMAI0 TBOM BHIOOD.

OH Ha MTHOBEHHE OIIyCTHIJI T'OJIOBY, TA2K€JI0 B3JOXHYII B IIPOOOJIZKHNII:

— BTopoit BapuaHT IIpeaiokeH TBOUM OTI[OM. Mi3HayaibHO MIaHUPOBAIOCh UCIIOTE30BaTh
EnusaBeTy, HO... OHa C/IMIIIKOM HaWBHA U JIETKOMBICJIEHHA U, K MOEMY UCKPEHHEMY COXKaJleHUI0, Ha
POJIb UMI0JIa He TIOOXOOUT.

— [losscHuTe? — KatapuHy BCTPEBOXKUIIA €T0 CII0BA.
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— JIeBa, — OH BCIIOMHUJI UX PA3TOBOP Iepe[ CTaTyel, HeBOJIbHO IIPOTSIHYI PYKY, O0JIbIe BCETO Ha
CBeTe MeuTasi IPUKOCHYTHCS K HEXKHOMY U JTIOOMMOMY JIMITY, HO CIepkascs. 5e3BoNbHO OMyCTHIT
JIaJIOHb, He JKeJlas IPOIOJIKaTh, BCe ke 3aroBopui. — [leBa OpTaHOHA, KpacHBas JieTeHAa B KOTOPYIO
TaK BEPUT HAPO,.

HWMnepaTop CTpeMUTENBHO IOAHAICS, OTBEPHYJICA 0T KaTu. «He cmen, He cMel, — MOBTOPSJI OH IIPO
cebs, — cTosiTh!» Choepakarcs, mopaxasich COOCTBEHHOMY XJIafHOKPOBUIO U BEIIEPKKE, HO
IOBEPHYThCS Oosiics. Tak ¥ mMpofoKu, cTost K Katu B mon o6opoTa.

— BTopoii BapuaHT 3TO cHenaTh Te0s BEPXOBHOM Kpullei 3a6bITOr0 KyJIbTa ITOKPOBUTEIIBHULIBL
cnabbIX, 3aIUTHUIILI Hapomda, Tou caMol [TeBhl OpTaHOHCKOM.

U Bce ke 06epHYIICs, Keflasi BUIeTh ee peakiuio. Katu 3afilyMyuBO cefuia 3a KaxkabIM ero
IBUKEHHEM, HO Ha ee JIUIe HeBO3MOKHO OBIIIO TPOYECTh, H €IUHON SMOIIHH.

— Bul moHMMaeTe, 0 4eM 1? — HeIOBOJIbHO MMePECIPOCHUI fAH.

— CmyTHO, — KaTu Havana B 3alyMYMBOCTH BOOUTD MTaJIbUMKOM II0 Kpaio Beepa, — HO MBICIIH II0
IaHHOMY IIOBOAY ecTh... Hapon, Bo3MyIlleHHEIN ITpOBajIoM IPOTHBOCTOSIHUSA [IlappaTaca He XKeaeT
Oonee mpu3HaBaTh BIACTh KHA3€M, a MOU OTell eIWHCTBEHHBIN HaciegHUK OpTaHoHa... [lompolOyem
Pa3BUTh JaHHYIO MBIC/b... HY TOPTroOBIIEl, HY IPOCTOM /IO HUKOTHA He Mobunyu 6apoHa BunneHckoro,
npenmnounTas 6onee o0xoguTeNnbHOr0 KHsI3s1 Menco OpTaHoHa, HO ceiidyac B MHTepecax PaTacca
IIOCTAaBUTh BO T'JIaBe OCTPOBHOI'O KHSKECTBA CBOE MOBEePEHHOe NUII0... Kak 3aHMMaTenbHO... M BH C
OTILIOM PEIININ BO3POAUTH KyNbT [leBbl OpTaHOHa, TOM caMoii, KoTopas 0ojiee cTa yieT Oblyia
3arpelieHa, a XpaMbl ee pa3pylianauch, Jadkl MpKUBIIeYh CEPALla IPOCTOr0 Hapoda K JIOHY
oduianbHOM 1IEPKBH, 5T ITPABUILHO BaC MOHSIIA?

— CoBepIlIeHHO BEPHO, — HECKOJIbKO 3aMe[JIEHHO OTBETHUJI ITOPaKeHHBIY ee PacCyKAeHUSIMU
UMIIEPATOP.

— Ho He kaxeTcs nu BaM, — KaTu ycMexHynach ¥ BCTajla, — YTO LIJTI0Xa U HEBUHHAS [ieBa Kak-To He
COYeTaloTCsa?

— TwI He numroxal

XaccusH CMOTPeJN Ha Hee, TaKyIo JajieKylo U XOJIONHYI0, BEITOBAPUBAIOIIYIO CJI0BA C YeKaHHOMU
HEHABUCTHIO H... BCE €T0 TEJI0, BCE MHIIIIIHI, KaXXbI HEPB OBl HANIPSIXKEHH [0 npenena. Y Bemb
pUpy4a, JeHCTBUTENBHO MpUpyYan K cebe, ¥ IOYTH MTOIYUYUIO0Ch, HO... B35ITh, CXBAaTUTh, IPUKATh K
cebe Takoe MaHsIIee TeJo, ¢ 671a2KeHHBIM BOIIJIEM OBJIAflETh, BPLIBASIChH B €€, UCIIOJTHEHHOE PaiCKOTo
wieHa... «Ctoars! CToaTh, 1 cKa3ald. Tel He Manbuuiika... CtosaTte! He meBenucs! He cmeit...»

— Ho B mpaBhl, — KaTapuHa, mo4TH GU3NYECKH YYBCTBYS €ro HalpsizKeHKe, OTOIIa K JBEePH,
OCTaHOBUJIACh, paclaxHysa Beep, — 3TO JeMCTBUTENIbHO Ues, 3aC/TyKKBalollas BHUMaHUA... Mory
7U 1 00CYOUTD MaHHBIM BOIPOC C OTIIOM?

— OcTaHOBUCDH, — ZH MOYTH MPOCTOHAJ, CKUMas KylaKu [0 601, — IOoCIymai MeHs, ...

— MeHnsd ycTpauBaeT BTOPOU BapuaHT! — ¥ BHOBb B KaXK0OM CJIOBE JIEOIHOU MOPEIB. — U
BO3MOXKHOCTh IIOKUHYTh PaTtacc Takxe, U... IPUHATHE CaHa Toxe!

— KarapuHa!

OH He ymepzKaJics, MOOLIeN BIJIOTHYIO, 3aMep, CIeIUB PYKH 3@ CIIUHOM, TIOTOMY YTO 3HAI —
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IIPUKOCHETCA, U OHA 3aKPUYHUT, YOIAPUT, HO TEPIIETH HE GYI[GT. On IeperuyJi MajkKy, 1 OTYETIIUBO
IIOHUMan 3T0. 2Kask, JaTh eu BpeMs YCIIOKOUTHCA HE MOT, IIPDHU BCEM CBOEM XK€EJIaHHH.

U Bce ke 06'BHCHI/ITI:>, IIOKa3adTh YTO YYBCTBYET, OH IIOIIBITAJICS:

— Karapuna, nocmyiaii, npoiy... [Ja 5 OB Henpas, U fa S Haka3aH. M moBeps, HU OOHO U3 TBOUX
TIOJTHBIX SI3BUTEIbHOM U3OEBKU CJIOB, HE CIIOCOOHO IPUUYUHUTD O0Ibiile 60IH, YeM MOe COOCTBEHHOE
co3HaHUe. [la ¥ 4TO B CHJIaX CPABHUTHCS 110 U3[NEBATEILCTBY YHUXKEHHOCTH C COOCTBEHHEIM,
OTKA3BIBAIOIIMMCS IOMYUHSATHCS TeJIOM? PsamoM ¢ ToO0H s Kak I0Hell, HeCIIOCOOHEBIN cebst
KOHTPOIHUPOBATH!

— 4 BaM COYyBCTBYI0, — OTBEPHYBILIUCH, [IpepBaa ero ucrnosens Katu, — u gaxe MOry IOMOYb,
IIPOCTO OKUHYB Partacc.

XaccusiH MPOCTOHAJI, HO ClIefyIolel peakirel Oblyia SPOCTh.

— Ila yCrbIlIb THI MeHSI! — CXBATHB 3a IIJIeY0, PAa3BEPHYII, 3aTEeM IMOOYUHSSACH COOCTBEHHEIM
JKeJaHUSM, TIpUXKaJ K CTeHe, HaKJIOHUJICS, ITOYTH KacasiCh ee pra rybamMu ¥ Hayaa TOBOPUTH OBICTPO,
OTPHIBUCTO, U3NIMBasi CBOIO SIPOCThL ¥ CBOIO 0OJIb C KaXKABIM CJI0BOM. — ThI MOKMHENIL PaTacc, HO TaM...
Te0e MPUOEeTCs BHICIYIINBATh OOJBHLIX U YOOTMX, TOBOPUTE AaXKe C TEMU, KTO BEI3bIBAET JIUIIhL
OMep3€eHUe, HOCUTh He 3TH IJIaThsl U3 NETSININX TKaHel, a rpyboe CYKHO, HaTUpaIIue KOXY
OIEeX[Hl... — OH KOCHYJICS TyDaMu ee IeKU U IPOCTOHAN, — a y Tebs Takas HexXHas KoXa,
KarapuHa...

— 4 BUXKy, MOSI KOXKa He [aeT BaM I0K0si! — KaTu He yrmycTuia BO3MOXKHOCTHU ChSI3BUTb.
— JlomXeH MpU3HaTh, 3TOT GPaKT U MeHsI OECKOHEYHO TPEBOXKUT! — TOXKe He clepxKancs fH.
— ¢ Mory ¢ BaMu MTOfIENIUTHCA... KyCOYKOM, TaK CKa3aTh IIOHaM KaJlkoMy u yooromy!

— MHe Marso Kycouka, KatapuHa, — npopsidas XacCUusaH, — €CJIU YK Thl CTOJIb MUJIOCEPAHA, TO UAU
[0 KOHIIA ¥ Toflali MHe BCIO ce0s. Papiu momoOHOTO0 5 TOTOB NTpU3HATh ce0s U OeOHBIM, U YOOTUM U
Jaxke yMalullleHHBIM!

— OTmmycTuTe MeHs! — TS B TEMHBIE TJla3a UMIIepaTopa, JeByIlIKa BHe3allHO OIyTHIIa
MMaHUYECKU yxKac.

— CTpax, — COBepIIEHHO CIIOKOMHO 3aMeTul fdH, — ¥ CHOBa CTpax... THl IIyTaelllb XKeJlaHUe C
HacunueM, Katapuna.

— Ckopee BUXKY UCTUHHYIO CyTh, — OHA ITOIBITAlIaCh OTTONKHYTh ero. Ho XaccusiHa momoOHbIH
TIOBOPOT COOBITHY He yCTpauBal.

— ITocmoTpu Ha MeHs, KaTapuHa! — {meByIiKa B3APOTHYIa U 3aKphljla I'Ma3a. — 4 cka3aj, CMOTPH Ha
MeHs!

Karu, 3akycuna ry0y, cTapasich He BRIaTh OXBATUBIIEE €€ OTYASTHUE U TaHUYECKUil CTpax, u
paclaxHyB PECHUIIH, B3TJITHYIa Ha UMIIepaTopa.

— W uto TH Bupuinb, KaTapuHa? — ronoc fAHa ObUT XPUIITHIM.
— 3Bepsi, — efBa CIIbIILIHO OTBETUIA AeBYIIKa.

— W 1HI GouIIbCS? — TEmeph OH ImenTtan. — Ja...
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— CMmoTpu Ha MeHd, KaTapruHa, — H rOpbKO YCMEXHYJICSI, — CMOTPY BHUMATENbHO, M 3alIOMHU —
TaK B3UPAET He 3BePh, TAK HA TOCIOXKY CMOTPHUT pad. M Korpa B rila3ax MyKYKUHEBI Thl BUTHUIITh
JKeJlaHue, TIIYIIO UCIBITEIBATE CTPAX, IOTOMY YTO B 3TOT MUT THI 0OpeTaellb BiacTh, KaTapuHa.
BrnacTh Ka3HUTH UJIM MUJIOBATh, BIIACTh IIPHUKA3aTh, ¥ IPUKa3 OymeT UCIoNHeH ... JIio6ol npukas!

— Torga OTIyCTATE MEHS...

U oH oTmyCTuU, 0TOILIEN, CKPECTUII PYKU Ha TPYOH, C IleYaIbHOM HaCMEIIKOU IO Ha JOEeBYIIKY.
Katu BHE3amHO oIy THIa MIyCTOTY M XOJIOM, KAKOMU-TO CTPAHHBIM X0JI0/l, BLIHYAUBINNI 3510K0 OOHSTh
IJICYH.

— Bac xayT, — modemy-To BUHOBATO ITpou3Hecsia KaTapuHa, — a Bl TpaTHUTe BPEMS Ha IYyCThie
Pa3roBOPHI CO MHOM.

— IIycTrie... KaKoe yayHoe CJII0BO TH UCII0/Ib30Bana, KatapuHa... &ajb, 4TO HE K MECTY... ITO 6e3
Te0sI BCe pa3TrOBOPHI IIYCTHI, KaK U MOS KHU3Hb... — OH I'PYCTHO YJIBIOHYJICS U foOaBui. — bes Tebs
BCE TIYCTOE...

Xorop B mytie 03H000M IIPOIIIeJICS 10 KOXKe, BOT TONNBKO... Pa3Be He MPU3HABAJICS B M00BY PaHaBepH,
pa3Be He OB OH HeXKeH, pa3Be He UCIBITHIBAJIA OHA JKeNlaHus MPUKAThCSI K Hemy?.. XKemana... Torga
el Ka3aJioCh, YTO ¥ OHa MMEET IIPaBo Ha cuacThe... CYacThe MPEeBPaTUIIOCh B 0YEPEeNHY0 HaCMEIIKY
CYIBOHL. ..

«XBatuT, — cama cebe mpuka3ana KatapuHa, — ¢ MEHS XBaTHUT!»

— {1 He ocTaHyCh 31ech, — KaTu, HEeBOIBHO CXKaJla IJIeYHu YyTh CUIbHee, — He Oyay CKPBIBATh — S
TITaHWPOBasa BepHyThCs B [lappaTac. AMTUCCHH JajeKo He CBSTas, HO... T MOTY el JOBEPSATh, ¥ CBOE
cnoBo kKoposnesa IllappaTaca Bcerga nepxut. OgHAKO, Ballle IPeI0kKeHUe, 51, HECOMHEHHO, UMEIO B
BH[Iy BTOPOY BApHAHT, YaCTUYHO COBMAJAeT C MOMMH IIJTAHAMMU, IIOCEMY s C PALOCThIO IPUMY €TO0.

fH OTpeIIeHHO B3TITHYI HA HEe, YCMEXHYJIICS:

— 2KeHIIMHEL... BB MBICIUTE HE Pa3yMOM — YyBCTBaMu... KatapuHa, monpoOyi Ha MIHOBEHUE, XOTh
Ha MIHOBeHMe, 3a0bITh 0 CBOeM OECKOHEUHOM yIpsIMCTBe 1 obune. Y moiiMu ogHO — 3mech Tebs
JKOET KU3Hb B POCKOLIH, Te0s1 OyeT OKpyKaTh YBaXKeHHEe U IPeKJIoHeH e... KaTapuHa, y HOT TBOUX
OyneT cam uMmmnepartop Paracca u 4... s1 TOTOB [aTh KJISTBY, YTO HUKOTTja He IPUYKHIO Tebe Bpena. A
TaM, HECMOTPS HA TBOM HaWBHBEIE 0XKHUIAHUS, Te6e MPUAETCS UCIHITATh ¥ 00Jb, ¥ OTYASTHUE U...
pa3ouapoBaHue, Katapuna. PasoyapoBaHue B MOAsX, B Bepe, B POOHBIX... BEITh UI0IOM, POIHAS MOS,
3TO He [iap, 3TO IPOKIATHE.

— 4 cBon BBIGOp cOenasna, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHIIA KaTapI/IHa, — a MO€ [JOBepPHE BEI YTPATHUIIHN...
HaBCerpmga.

OHa HEeCKOJIbKO CMYTHJIACh I10O €T0 IIPOHUIATEJIbHBIM, ITIOJIHBIM I'DYCTH B3TTIAO0M.

— Yo OHI 5 ceyac HYM CKa3aJl, Thl He CIIBIIIMIIL MEHs, — MeJJIEHHO MPOU3HeC uMIepaTop. — 2Kars,
KaTapuHa, 04eHb XKalb... { xKejan 06 OrpaguTh Te0sT 0T MPEACTOSIIETO.

XaccusTH MpayHO YCMEXHYJICS U MPOLIETaIT:

— Bynb cBoOofHa, Aymia Mod... TONbKO IIOMHHU, YTO B MOMX 00BSATHUSAX TH 00pesa 0wl cBobonmy. Ho THI...
THI TPEAIIOYsIa ObITh U3NHUIITHE TopAoi. CnenyiTe 3a MHOK... GapoHecca!
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KaTapuHa MOTYaKBO IIIJIa BCJIEN 3a UMIIePaTOPOM, CTapasich 3a6BITh €ro CIIoBa... IIpoCcTo 3a0HITh, He
IyMaTh, HE YYBCTBOBAT...

OHM CIyCTUNIUCH B TEMHYI0 KOMHATY IIpefHa3HauYeHHYI0 [JI5 3aCefaHul JOBEPEHHOT 0 COBeTa. 3[eCh
yKe IPUCYTCTBOBAJIX KHSI3b ApHap, moOeeBIIni OT SIPOCTH e[Ba BCJIE 3a UMIIEPATOPOM BOIIIa
Katapuna, 6apoH accep BuinneHcKu# ¢ HageXK oy B3rISHYBIINN Ha J04b, JIOPHI AHEPO, IPUCTAIBHO
pasragablBaoIIMy UMIIEpaTopa U ellle CEMb JIOPH0B U3 COBETa.

XaccusH, He ynocrouBumnii Katapuny 6ojee u B3rIsiA0M, IIPOLIEN U 3aHSJ CBOe MECTO BO T'jlaBe
crorna. Katu, HeCKONbKO yauBieHHas nadocoM 00CTaHOBKH, TOBUHYSICh XKECTY 0TIa, 0601Ia
OBaJTbHHIM CTOJ ¥ CeJla PsifoM ¢ 6apoHOM. PaHaBepHY IPHILIOCH CECTh HAPOTHB, U, CYs 110
THEBHOMY BBIPaXKEHUIO KPAaCHBOTO JIMIIA, OH YK€ 0CO3HAJI, YTO COOpPaHuEe UMEeT IeNIbi0 KaKUM-TO
00pa3oM OTHSITB ¥ HETO CYIIPYTY.

— KHa3bp ApHap, — Havas XacCusH, — MEL pafbl IPUBETCTBOBATh BAC Ha TEPPUTOPUYU UMIIEPUU
Patacca.

— BrnaropmapeH 3a nperocTaBieHHYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTh, — TOH ApHapa OBl JII00e3€H, B OT/INYUE OT
B3TJISIIa, — OMHAKO S Kejan Obl IOMyYUTh IPUHaAIeXkKallee MHe 110 TIpaBy, ¥ MHE HECKOJIBKO
HEeIOHATHA LIeJIb Halllero... COOpaHus.

I/IMr[epaTop YCMEXHYJICS, HO HE CUeJI HYy2KHBIM OTBEYaAThb.
HOpJI AHepo TIOOHSAJICA, JeP2Ka B PYKAX CTOIIKY MCIIMCAHHBIX JIMCTOB. OTKaIIISBIINCE, B35 CIOBO:

— Hawm noctynuno npoiierne 6apoHa BameHTHHO accep BuneHCKOTo o0 pacTop:KeHUU Opaka ero
cTapiied goyepu Kartapunsl accep Bunnernckon u KHg34 ['aopsl PanaBepHa ApHapa...

— Kakoro nemoHa?! — KHsI3b BCKOYHMII. — f maxke CIBIIIATh 9TOTO He XkKeja. bpak OblT 3aK/I04YeH Ha
Tepputopuu OpTaHoHa, Opak OBIT KOHCYMMPOBaH, €ro 3aKOHHOCTh BHl OTPUIIATh HE UMeEeTe IpaBa!l

[ToBucHIyio TULIMHY, HAPYLIUII accep Bumnenckuii:

— 41 He man GrmarocyioBeHus Ha OpakK, — JIeISTHEIM TOHOM OTBeTHI OapoH, — 3T0 mepBoe. U BTopoe —
BAlll COI03 He OBbIJT 03apeH CHYaCThEM IIPOAOJIKEeHUs poda. [1o 3akoHaM KHsKecTBa OpPTaHOH,
Oe3meTHBIM Opak MOXKeT OBITH PaCTOPTHYT. A Opak, KaK BE CaMU U3BOJIUIN 3aMETHUTh, ObIT 3aK/TI0UEH
Ha Tepputopuu OpTaHoHa!

— Co103 MOXKeT OBITh PACTOPTHYT JIUILL B3aUMHOM XKeJlaHUU 000UX CYNPyroB! — mouTH 3aopan
PanaBepH. — {1 Xe He XeJaw 3TOrO.

— Kus13b ApHap, — BMeIascs 1opa AHEPO, — BeOuTe ce0sl MPUCTOMHO.

— IpucToitno?! — cHexXHHIN Oapc Ol OecriomoOeH B CBOEM SIpOCTU. — BapoH, Hamr Opak
IIPOMOIKAJICS 4yTh 60Jiee Tpex MecsIeB! A Bel TOBOPUTe O eTsx! Bhl, 4eloBeK, KOTOPHIH cHelnas Bce
BO3MOZKHOeE [IJIg TOro, 4To0Bsl KaTapuHa He MOTJIa 3a4aTh!

Kartu ¢ youBieHreM B3TJIsIHY/Ia Ha HECKOJIBKO CMYIIIEHHOTO OTiia. I[IpoaHamu3upoBaB COOBITHS, OHA
IIPUIIJIa eJUHCTBEHHO BO3MOXKHBLIM BEIBOJIAaM U €€ BOIIPOC OBII CKOPee YTBEPKIEHUEM:

— ITamecc?
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BapOH JIMIIb KUBHYJI B OTBET.

— HeBeposiTHO, — KaTu ycMexHyach, — BUIUMO s CTOJIb IIPHBHIKJIA K ero BKycy B IllappaTace, 4To
He pacrno3Haja B OpTtaHoHe. Ho Bce ke 51 6iarogapHa... OT caMol CTpaITHOM O1IKMOKY, BhI, OTEII,
MeHs yOeperu.

PaHaBepHa ImepenepHyJio OT ee CIIOB. FpaHb Pa3yMHOCTH, COEPXKHUBAKIIAA €ro OelleHCTBO, UCTasIa B
IIJIaMeHHU APOCTH:

— IIIntoxa! — 3TOT KPUK OTPA3UIICS OT CTEH, BEPHYBIIUCH OTroiockamu. — IlImi0oxa 3TOM CyKHu
Amuccun! [ToBonbHa, ma? OHa yMeso nackasa Te0s 1mo HouaM B jiecy, a, Katapuna? Twl cTOHana, ga?
Vinu THI COIPOTHUBIISTIACH /IS IPUIMYMS U el ToXKe TBepAusia CBoe u3Ii00IeHHOe «a KaK Bh
cMeeTe»?.. { B35 Te0s, OII0O30PEHHYIO ¥ YHUXKEHHYIO, TI0CJIe TOT0 KakK Tebs MCII0Ih30Ball efBa JIu He
Ha I'Jla3ax BCeX NPUABOPHLIX [lapuaH, IIOCJe TOT0 KakK THI CIlajia C 9TOM JlacCapaHCKou 3Meel! A g
B351J1 TeOST B XKEHBI!

Takoro He OZKupgajll HUKTO, HO Kartu CyMeJla COepPXKAaThbCA U JaXKe OTBETUTE.

— 4 He mpocuna Bac 0 MUIOCTU! — oT4YeKaHuNa KataprHa. — Bbl MOTUIM OTBETUTH B3aUMHOCTRIO!
[TpaBma B JaHHBIM MOMEHT ObIJIa HE TEM, UTO OH TOTOB OBIJT IPUHSTE.

— Cyka! be3xkanocTHas, TKuBas, oajias Mpa3b! — npopesesn PaHaBepH.

BckouuB, KHSA3b ApHap B sADOCTHU CMOTPEI Ha CYIIPYTY. Katu ue OTPEBIBAJIA I''Ta3 OT CTUCHYTBIX
IIaJibll€B, €aBa COepPzXKHKBasdad CIIEe3Hl.

— He Oyny oTpuIaTh, — €Ba CIIBIIIIHO OTBETHJIA JEBYIIIKA, — BUAMMO BhHI, TOT €IUHCTBEHHBIN KTO
3HAeT UCTHHY, cuuTaeTe cebs BIIpaBe... OMapuBaTh MeHs IOJOOHBIMY 3MUTEeTaMHU. Balre mpago,
KHA3b.

OTH CJI0Ba CIIOBHO OTPE3BUJIU €r0. ApHAp TSIKEJI0 OMYCTUJICS Ha CTYJI, He CBOAS MPUCTAIBHO B3TJIsAA
¢ KaTtapunsl. OH Bufes, 4TO BCe IPOTHB HETO. Bupesn, moHuMar, OTYET/IMBO OLIYIIA... HO CABaThCS
He cobupaincs. M cHexHBIN 6apc yIbIOHYIICS, HO 9Ta y/IbIOKa CKOpee HalloOMUHaJsa OCKall...

— Ha uto THI Hapeemsbcs, KaTapuHa? — ero rojoc Tenepb OBUT HEXXKHBIM U [OOPHIM, 3By4as 4yTh
IPUTTIYILIEHHO, CJIOBHO Oerymuil ox cHeroM pydei. — YV TeOs BeIOOp HeOombion, KaTtu, unu s, unu
JTa jaccapaHcKas muioxa. Hu oHa, HU g 0T Te0sl He OTKaXKeMCS... U Tl 3Haelllb, Ha YTO MEL 00a
cnocoOHbI. TEl, KaK HUKTO, 3Haelb 00 9TOM... Xodelb cBo6oAk? f1 ee maM, 11000Bb MOS... HA BPEMSL. ..
oueHb Heponroe. Ho korga Oyners yMOJIATH O IOIIafie, CUAS Ha Ielld B MOeM 3aMKe, a TaKUX CYK Kak
THl Ha LIeTIX U ClIefyeT AepXKaTb... TorAa Thl BCIOMHUINB, YTO MOTJIa ObITh HE IIOACTUTIKOH, a
rocroxou!

[IpucyTCcTByOIIME HE MOTJIM IIOBEPUTS B yeiblianHoe! He morna noseputh u KatapuHa. BCckunyB
TOJIOBY, OHA y[AWBIIEHHO B3TJIIHYJa Ha CylIpyra U B ero Iyia3ax npo4sna npurosop. Csou npurosop! U
BCe XKe€...

— Tl MHe yrpoxaelib? — CKOpee yOUBJIEHHO, YeM UCIYTaHHO clipocuia KaTu.

— Yrpoxaw? — mepecnpocui yTpaTUBIINY CAEPXXKaHHOCTh PaHaBepH. — { yrpoxaio?! 310 He
yrpo3a, KatapuHa, 9To TBoe Oyayiiee! To caMoe, YTO TH TOJILKO UTO IIPEAIIOYia CTAaTyCy Moe
yBaxaeMOU CYIpYyTH, IIoxa!
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KaTapuHa B3[porHyna, 3Has ero 0lePKUMOCTb ¥ BO3MOXKHOCTH, OHa ITOHUMaJla BCI0 000CHOBAHHOCTh
yrpo3, HO I'JIa3 He 0TBeJla, TPOHoJIKas MOJlYa CMOTPeTh Ha cynpyra. CKa3aTh e OBIJI0 Hevero.
KarapuHa 3Hasa, 4To ApHap cuiabHee. 3Hala ¥ TO, YTO 9TOT YEI0BEK HU IIeped 4YeM He OCTaHOBUTCS
pamu 1enu. OTYETIMBO IIOHUMAJIAa U TO, YTO PAHO UJIM MO3AHO, OHA OKaXKeTCs Y HETO B PyKax, IOTOMY
yTo PaHaBepH Bceryia fiepKaJsl CBoe CJI0BO. Y B 9TOM CHUTyallud y Hee JelCTBUTENILHO OCTABaJICS JIUIIIh
HeO0oJIbII0 BEIOOP — ANKCCHH Uiy uMiiepaTop Patacca. B maHHEIM MOMEHT 3HAYUTEIHHO pa3yMHee
Ob1710 OBI, BOCIIOJIB30BATHCS 3aIUTOM UMIlepaTopa, ¥ KaTu 3agyMunBO TOCMOTPESIa Ha ITOBETUTES
UMIIEPUH.

XaccusiH oTBeTHI el OeciabalrHoM, COBEPIINEHHO CYaCTIMBON yIbIOKO#H. OH OTYETIUBO 0CO3HAI —
Telepb BeIOOpa y KHATHHY ApHap HeT! CregoBaTebHO 0P AHEPO OKa3aJcs IpaB, YTO He MOIJIO He
papoBaTh. U yKa3aB KMBKOM I'0JIOBH Ha PaHaBepHa, fH, pacTsaruBas cjioBa, C HAMEKOM IIPOU3HEC:

— A B OpTaHoHe THI OyZelb OUeHb YsA3BUMA. ..

Kartu 3amMeTHO B3pporHyna. bapon accep BusnneHCKul, HEPBHO B3TJISHYB Ha UMIIEPaTOPa, TYT XKe
BMeIlasCs:

— Karapuna 6ymet non moeit 3amurtoi! I[Tocie ero cnos, He cuepxkaics PaHaBepH:

— lla HeyXeJln, — SI3BUTENILHBIA TOH ApHapa, 1 ero CIIOKOKMHOE, — BHL U ce0st OBUIM He B cUJIaX
3dlIIUTUTE...

Ho ux oOMeH rapaHTUSMU ¥ HaMeKaMK OCTaBaJICS HECIIBIIIUM OBYMS TJIaBHEIMU OEHCTBYIOIIMMHU
JUIAMM JaHHOTO CIEKTaKssg — XaccusH u KaTapuHa mpomosizkKaau CMOTPETh APYT Ha apyra. OHa —
10 KOHIIa He Beps B MOMOOHBIN pacKyaj, U B TO, UYTO UMIlepaTop PaTacca BHOBb MaHUMIYNIUPYET €10, U
OH — [IOHEJIb35I IOBOJILHEIM COOBITHSIMH.

fH, yXMBITIASCH, MOOABHII:

— Ilepsoiit BapuaHT, Katapuna... Ilepseiit! Yenbimas mogo6HOe U3 YCT Ye0BeKa, KOTOPBIM HUKOT oA
He OpocaeT CJI0B Ha BeTep, a KHI3b ApHap CJIaBUTCS YMEHHEM CHepPXKUBATh JaHHbIEe 00elaHust, CTOUT
3a0BITh 060 BCEX COMHEHUSAX... XOTS... OT UIeH C OLIEWHUKOM, BEIHYKIEH NIPHU3HAThLCS, S B BOCTOPTE...

Bot Teneps uMnepaTop yAOCTOUIICS BHUMaHUS BCEX IIPUCYTCTBYIOLIUX.

— M Kak 3T0 MOHKUMAaTh?! — 3Bepest, IOMHTEPECOBAICS ApHap.

— Y10 MMeHHO? — TOH XaccusiHa OBIJI ITOJIOH JTI00e3HOCTH.

— Bamm Hameku, Baiie BennuecTBo!

— Kakue, Bama CBeTI0CTh? — UCKpEeHHEE u3yMyeHne XacCUsaH NPOOeMOHCTPHUPOBAI BEJIUKOJIEHO.

— Bamu HaMeKu Ha CBSI3b C MO€U Cynpyrov! — PaHaBepH ITOACKOYNII, CTYJI C BBICOKOM CIIMHKOU
OTJIeTel, C KaloOHbIM CKPHUIIOM yIIasl Ha IMOJI.

BexnuBas ynei0Ka XaccusHa CMEHUJIACh BEIpaXkKeHUEM XOJIOMHOTO IIpe3pPeHus.

— KHa3b ApHap, — uMIepaTop MPOU3HEC 3TO THUXO, HO TakK... YTO PaHaBepH MTHOBEHHO PacTePsI
BCIO SIpOCTH, U, IOKJIOHUBILIKCH, CEJI Ha ITOAAaHHBIU CIIyTOU CTYIL.

XaccusiH BeTMYEeCTBEHHO KWBHYII, 3dTEM OGp&THJ’ICﬂ K TOBEPEHHOMY:
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— Jlopn AHepo, OCTaTOYHO pa3BiedyeHui. [laHHas MPoIeaypa JOBONIbHO HETIPUSATHA AJsT 06eux
CTOPOH, TIOCEMY TIOTOPOIIUTECH 3aBEPILUTH €e.

HOpI[ COBETHHK BHOBbB ITIOJHSAJICS, Ha4Yall 3a4YUTHIBATH 3asiBJIEHHE 6ap0Ha accep Bumnnencxkoro.
CJ'IYH.IaH IIPOCTPaHHBIE YIIOMWHAHUA JPEBHETO CBOAA 3dKOHOB OpTaHOHa, KaTapHHa B3rJIAHYJIA Ha
yXe OBIBIIIETO CyImpyra. PaHaBepH He CBOOHUJI C HEE IIPUCTAJIBHOI'O B3rJiddad, U ero APKO-3eJIeHbIe
T'Jla3a CJIIOBHO MepHIaJii B CYMPA4YHOM IIOMEIIEHUN.

— IMTouemy, KaTu? — emBa CIBIIIHO CITPOCKIT CHEXKHEBIN 6apc, HO OHA yCIIBIIIaia.

— 3apai 3ToT Bompoc cebe, PaH... — Tak ke Tuxo orBeTuna Katapuna. — [ToToMy 4TO 5 IO CUX ITOD
He MOT'y Ha Hero OTBeTUTh. [loyemy... T0YeMy THI TaK IIOCTYIIUJI CO MHOU?!

OH Ha MTHOBEHUE OTBeJI I'Jla3a, HO 3aTeM BHOBb IIOCMOTPEI Ha Hee.

— TrI 0CcO3Hae!b, YTO S He OTCTYIUTI0, KaTapuHa? [IeByllka IPyCTHO YIBIOHYJIAch, ¥ TaK XkKe
IIeII0TOM OTBETHIIA:

— B cBoeii XU3HY 5 HE COBEPINUIA HUYEro maoxoro, PaH. Huuero, 3a 4To MHe JOJIKHO ObITO OBITH
coBecTHO. Ho ecyy ThI MCTIOJTHUIIE YTPO3Y... YTO XK, 3HAUUT [IpecBeT/bi HE BEIAeT
CIIPaBEIJIUBOCTH... TOYHO TaK XKe, KaK U THl HE Be[aelllb KaJ0CTH.

Ha xako#-To MUT el 10Ka3asoch, 4YTO B 3eJIEHBIX I'Jla3aXx FOPHOT0 CHEXKHOT0 6apca IPOMeNIbKHYIIO
packasguue... Ho mump Ha Mur... B crenyomnyio CeKyHAy JIopH AHepO 3aBepIII C 3aUUThHBaHUEM
pelleHus o pa3Bofe, ¥ PaHaBepH B 9pOCTHU 3aTPsC TOJIOBOX. 3aTEM BCTaJl, IpeprBasi BeCh 3TOT dapc,
U I Ha 6apoHa, C Yyrpo30i IPOU3HEC:

— TlopnocTts, Bunnenckuii, BepHeTCS BaM cTopuliel! beperure chiHOBe!

I'naps Bcneq OniBIIeMy cynpyry, KaTaprHa ¢ 60/1p10 BCTIOMMHAJIA UX IIEPBYIO BCTPeYy... Toraa oH
Ka3aJics el upieanbHLIM BO3JI00IEHHEIM, Ccelidac cTajl uaeabHBIM BparoMm... Ho Korga U3 gByX 3071
IPUXOOUTCS BEIOMPATh MEHbIIIEe — JIyYIle 3Bepsi UMeTh BParoM, YeM I'OCIIOQUHOM...

Jlopm AHepo Bce ellle YTO-TO 3aYMTHIBAJ, 3aTEM BCE OCTABUJIM POCHHUCH Ha pemenuu Coserta Jlopmos
PaTtacca, u TOJIBKO TOT{Ia OTeIl IPOTSHYJI el pyKy, IIoMoras BcTaTh. Ee mognuch He TpeboBaack...
TOJIBKO YCTHOE COTJIacue.

— KatapuHa, guTs Moe, BBl XOPOIII0 cebst YyBCTByeTe? — BCTPEBOXKUJIICS GapoH.

— COOTBeTCTBEHHO CUTyalluu, — KaTu MOJHSIACh, He TSI Ha UMIIepaTopa, faxke He xKejas
IIOBEPHYTH T'OJIOBY B €T'0 CTOPOHY, HallpaBUjach K IBEPH.

— Baponecca accep BunneHckas, — OKIUKHYT ee JIopH AHepo, — s ITPOocuil OBl Bac 3afiepKaThCs.

Katapuna pe3ko o0epHyIach, ¥ MOHSIA, YTO Bce nopabl CoBeTa yKe MOKUHYIH 3aJ1, HO J1opd AHEpO U
XaccusH He COBUHYJIACH CO CBOMX MECT.

— Mory s y3HaTh IPUYHHY Balllell TPOChOBI? — JIeTHEIM TOHOM OCBefloMusach Katapusa.

— HWpem, Katu, — 6GapoH 00HSJ IIe4Yu HOYEPH U MOABEN K cToy. Cenu Ha 9TOT pa3 3HaUUTETbHO
611uxKe K UMIIepaTopy.

— O3HAKOMbBTECH C IOTOBOPOM, — JIOPA AHEPO MPOTSHYJI €l HECKOIBKO CKPEIJIEHHBIX JIEHTOH
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JINCTOB.

Tex caMbIX THCTOB, UTO XaCCUSH YnTal, Korga KatapuHy mpuBenu B ero KabuHeT. M meByIKa
Me[IJIEHHO KOCHYJIaCh JOTOBOPOB, YK€ He 0XKUfasd HUYero XOPOILero.

fH XKe HeIOBOJILHO B3TJISIHYJI Ha CBOETO NOBEPEHHOT0, U AHEPO TYT Ke UCIPaBUJI €r0 OIJIOIIHOCTD:
— U co BTOPHIM Tak ke Mpochba 03HAKOMUTHCS!

KaTapuHa B3si/1a ¥ BTOPOH OOTOBOP. ITepBBEIM OBIJIO COTJIAINIEHHE O IPHUHATHY UMIepuel PaTacca
HOBBIX TEPPUTOPUM UMEHYEeMEIX KHAKeCTBOM OpTaHOH, B COCTaBe [ABYX OCTPOBOB — [lakoep u
cobcTtBeHHO caM OpTaHOH. [IeCATKY MyHKTOB B3aUMHAIX 00513aTENIbCTB, 0Y€Hb PaCIIEIBUYaThHIe
bopMynTupoBKY 110 00s13aTEILCTBAM PaTacca B 0Ka3aHUM BOEHHOM MOAEpXKKU. BoT Teneps cTamu
TIOHSITHBEL BUUTH UMIIEpATOPa B 0COOHSAK BuneHckux — XaccusiHy He OOMH dac moTpeboBacs,
yTOOBI 3aCTAaBUThH GapOHa MOAIMCATh CTOJIb HEBRITOOHEINM JOTOBOP. B KOHIlE cOrIalleHus yXKe CTosia
BUATHEBaTasl POCIUCH BUIEeHCKOTO, 3aTeM pe3Kasi, pa3MalllicTasl UMIlepaTopa, ¥ IIyCToe IoJe, The
3HauuJoCh UM KaTtapuHa accep BunneHnckas, rinasa opgeHa [leBel OpTaHOHCKOU.

JeBylKa IPUCTaNbHO TIOCMOTPeNIa Ha UMIepaTopa. Eil eliCTBUTENIBHO 0YEHb MHOTO€E CTallo
IOHATHO... CnumkoM MHoroe. He Oynp Tex AByX eT OyMaxKHOU pabOoThl, KOTOPOH ee 3aCTaBIIsaN
3aHUMMaThCs [JlapuaH, OHa, BEPOSITHO He IOHsIa Obl HUYero, HO cenyac!..

XaccusH He TOIIEBETUIICS TTOJ] ee TIOJTHEIM HEHABUCTH B3T/IAA0M. He OpOrHYyn HU OIUH MYCKYII, HO
HaIpsXKEeHWe B ero rjasax, B I103e, B COMKHYTHIX I'y6ax OIIyIaaach.

Katu ere Ppa3 MoCMOTpeEIIa Ha OO0T0BOD, HEBECEJIO YCMEXHYJIIACh U HE II0XKeJlaJla MO/T4YaTh:

— 4 He Gyny 3TO NOANKMCHIBaTL, — OTUETIMBO Mpou3Hecia KarapuHna. — Bugumo, B umnepuu PaTacca
MIPUHSATO MCII0Ib30BaTh CBOMX COIO3HUKOB, HEe [aB HUKAKWX rapaHTHl B 3alllUTe.

Jlopn AHEPO OTOPOIIEJIO OMYCTHUJICA Ha CTYJI, He IOHUMas KakK ObICTPO, a rJlaBHOe TOYHO OHa
0CO3Hasa CyTb 0053aTETLCTB UMIIEPUH. IH XKe HOBOJIbHO YIIBIOHYIICS, eMy CO0Opa3uTeNIbHOCTh yKe
HECOMHEHHO Oymyliei BTOPOM CYyIPYTH MPHUIIUIACh IO myIe. M IUIh OguH 4eloBeK ObT KICKPeHHEe
BO3MYILIEH:

— KarapuHa... — noneTancs BMemaThcs 6apoH.
— Orel, BEL 9TO YUTANIU? — BOT TEIEPh B CAEPXKaHHOM TOHEe IPOMEJIbKHYIIa APOCTE.
— M= 06CcynuM 3TO 1I03XKe... — Havall BunneHCcKui.

— M=I 06cynum 310 ceridyac! — KaTu pe3kuM [BUKEHNe pa3opBaja JIUCT C MOAIUCIME, 3aTeM, YKe C
HEeCKpHIBaEMBIM HacJlaXXOeHUEeM, U BCe OCTalbHEIE.

— Baponecca accep Bunnenckas! — nopg AHepo BCKOYNII, TTOPaXKEHHBIN MTOOO0OHBIM ITPONU3BOJIOM.
Katu He oOpaTuiia Ha HETo BHUMaHUS, C HEIOHMMaHUEM U SIPOCTHIO TTISIAsA Ha COOCTBEHHOTO OTIIa.

— Csnmb, — BHE3aIHO BMellasncs fH, ¥ JIopA Me[JIEeHHO OITyCTHUCS Ha CTyN, — KaTapuHa, 03HAKOMbCS
CO BTOPBIM JIOTOBOPOM. U unTail He MeHee BHUMATEIIbHO.

[eBylIKa ¢ pa3gpaxkeHreM B3sjla CTONIKY Ha 9TOT pa3 He CBA3aHHBIX TUCTOB. O, a, B 9TOM
COTTIAllIeHUY YYUTHIBANIACH U TOPTOBLIE HTepeCchl OPTaHOHA, ¥ BOEHHEIE, U B KAUYECTBE BXOIAIINX
TEePPUTOPU ObLT J0o0aBIeH TPETUI 0CTPOB TaoH, YTO MO3BOJISITIO KHSIKECTBY COXPAHUTEL OOIBIIYIO
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YaCTh CEJIbCKOX035HMCTBEHHBIX yro;:[m?l. YeTKO IIPOITNCEIBAJIOCEH, 9YTO OpTaHOH II0JIy4a€eT IIPaBa
IIPOBHUHIINHN Patacca, 3aK0oHOZaTENLCTBO, HaJI0r000JI0KeH1e 1 BOEHHYIO 3alllUTy COOTBETCTBEHHO. Ho
B CaMOM KOHIIE...

— leprjorunsa Katapruna tae HapTtan?! — Kartu ollyTiia, Kak Ha MTHOBEHUE CepLle 3aMepIio,
CJIOBHO OOPHIBAsICh, HO 3aTeM... — [la KaKoro AbsiBOJIa, AH?

— Yro Bac He ycTpauBaeT, 6apoHecca accep BumnneHckas? — OH BeKJIUBO YIBIOHYICS.
— TBoW pogoBoii 3aMOK HOCUT uMs [apTtan!!! — oHa CTpeMUTEIbHO NOTHATIACS.

— Hapo e, BB He TOJBKO YMHEI, HO ¥ OT/IMYaeTeCh BEJTUKOJIEIHOM MaMsThio, GapoHecca... —
XacCHsH MHUPOKO YIIBIOHYIICS.

EMmy Ob110 OT 4ero OBITH OBOJILHEIM — Telleph Y Hee He 0110 BeIOOpa. Hukakoro! Bnpodewm, oH 3Han
00 9TOM ellle HaKaHYHe, efiBa II71aH AHepo ObUT CKOPPEKTUPOBAH UMIIEPaTOPOM U IPETBOPEH B
IEeUCTBUTENLHOCTD. Y KHATUHY ApPHap IIPaBO 0TKa3aThCs HECOMHEHHO UMEJIOCh, @ BOT y 0apOHECCH
accep Bunnenckoi Beibopa mpocTo He OBIIO ...

KatapuHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa YTO 3a[IbIXaeTCs, @ HEHABUCTHHIN KOPCET, TIOJI0KEHHBIN 110 9TUKETY s
MHEBHOTO TyajeTa JIefiu, He faBaJl B3[OXHYTh... [ 0JT0Ba MTHOBEHHO 3aKpyxKunach, © KaTu Gbiyia
BBIHY2KI€HAa BIENIUTHCS B I1JIEYH 0TI, YTOOH HE YIACTh.

— KatapuHa, — fIH CTpeMUTENbHO IIOOHSIICS, BCTPEBOXKEHHHIN €€ COCTOSHUEM, — BaM HEXOPOIIO?

— Mmue?.. — KaTu gpoxaiuMu nanbllaMy pBaHyJla IIHYPOBKY KopceTa. — Hy 4To B, Bate
BenuyecTBo, 1 mpeKpacHo ce0s YyBCTBYIO... OIIyIIaio MpaBaa 00MaHyTOM U MCII0Ih30BaHHOM, HO
YyBCTBA... — HAaKOHEeI] TECEMKHU TIOAaIiCh, 1 IeBYIIKa CHesiaB rTy00KHii BIOX, 00eCCUIIEeHO
OIIyCTHUJIaCh Ha MOJICTaBJIEHHBIN UMIIepaTOpoM CTyJ. Y oOMaxuBasi ropsimee U0 BEePOM, YBEPEHHO
npousHecsa. — 4 He OyAy MOANKMCHBATD HU OOUH U3 MPEJI0XKEeHHBIX T0T0BOPOB. [1epBhIit
YHUSUTEJIEH 11 MOeU POLUHEL, BTOPOU AJi MeHd!

Ho maxe mpou3sHOCs BCe BhIlIeCKa3aHHOe, KaTapruHa 3Hala — OHA yKe HAYero He MOXKeT COesaTh!
Huyero! U B 3TOM BeCh yKac MOJIOXKEHUS. ..

BrpoueM, 3TO 0CO3HABaNX BCe IPUCYTCTBYIOIINE, BKITIOYas OapoHa accep BUIIIEHCKOT0, KOTOPHIHA He
TIOHMMaAJI YIIPSIMCTBA CTapIlel moyepu. Miapmias Ha mogo0Hoe mojioxkeHue e Owlia 6oee yeM
corJjiacHa.

XaccusH 0YeHb BHIPA3UTENIbHO IIOCMOTpPeNT Ha 0apoHa, U BeXKJIMBO oTpeboBat:
— BsI He moru GBI OCTABUThL HAC HaeguHe? JIopa AHepo, BOIIPOC U K BaM.

[TpoTUBHUTHLCS BOJIM UMIIEpaTopa He mocMesnu. EgBa mBeph 3a HUMHU 3aKphUTack, AH cen psigoMm ¢ Katw,
HAKJIOHUBIIIKCH, JTACKOBO II0IIeJI0BAJT 3aBUTKHU BOJIOC Yy mier. OOHSJ B3APOrHYBIINE IJIEYUKH, U TUXO
IIPOLIETNTaN:

— Bribop, KatapuHa, oH 6bi1 3a ToOOM! f cBOe ClIOBO coepkarl, mylia Mos.

HGBYUIKa MPAYHO IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha HETr'0, 3aTeM IIOAHAJIACh, 3aBA3bkIBad TECEMKHU KOPCETA, BEXKIIUBO
OTBETHJIA:

— A He MOTY IIDUHUMATh 1'[0):[06HI:>Ie penieHnsa CaMOCTOATEJIbHO, MBI C OTIIOM 06CYJII/IM Balle
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IIpefjIoXeHue, U...
— Csapgp! — pe3kuy IprKa3 BEIHYOUII IOBUHOBATHCH.

XaccusiH 0CTOPOXKHO B3SJI ee 3a MoA00PO0K, 3aCTaBUII CMOTPETh Ha ce0sl, ¥ clierKa HaKJTOHUBIIUCH K
[eBYIIKE, Ha4al TOBOPUTh:

— Tl CTIBILIKING, HO He clyllaelnh MeHs, KatapuHna. f momo0un Te6s, 0OTpUllaTh He UMEET CMEICTIA,
HO... Ho g He ManbuuK, I MyXK4uHa, OeraTh 3a TOOOM ¥ IIPOCUTH 0 B3auMHOCTH He Oyay! [anee, 94To
KacaeTcs HoroBopa. Thl IPEBOCXOIHO ITOHKMMAEIIb, YTO B IIEPBOM COTJIAIlIeHUH JOIKHO OBITIO OBITH
uMs Enu3aBeTHl... ¥ oHa OBl IOAIKCAa, HO... TYT MOSIBUIACH THL... CTOJIb TPOTATEIbHAS B CBOEM
JKeJaHUM OBITh CUJIBHOM, ¥ B TO XK€ BpeMs CTOJIb HeXKHasl, JKeHCTBeHHas 1 Oe33amuTHas. [louctuHe
IbSIBOIILCKY IIPUBJIEKATeIbHOE couyeTaHue. M 4TOOBI MOMyYUTh 3TOT HEXKIaHHBIN TJIOTOK I0HOCTH, S
noiresi Ha MHoroe. Kak BiioO/IeHHBINM MyKUlHa 1 MOTy ce0sl oImpaBIaTh, Kak IIpaBUTENI0 MHe
ompaBpaHuii HeT. Ceryac, THl, KaK IPUYACTHAS K 3arOBOPY IIPOTUB UMIIEPUHU, MOIKHA Oblsla ObI THUTD
B OJTHOM M3 KaMep, B 00IIeCTBE T€X CaMhbIX KPHICOK, 0 KOTOPHIX S y2Ke TOBOPHJI, IIOBTOPSTEL He Oyay.
Vinu st 6b171 00s13aH OTHATE TeOS CYmpyTy, BlafeionieMy To60M B COOTBETCTBUM C 3aKOHAMU U
Tpaguuusmu... Ho g He otgan! ITomen Ha KoHGMUKT ¢ 'aopoi, HO He oTman! U 4To KacaeTcs
OpTaHOHa — Ballle KHSIXKECTBO, HECOMHEHHO, FOpHoe U IIPeKpacHoe, He IIpefCTaBisieT HUKaKOu
9KOHOMHUYECKOM eHHOCTH, KaTapuHa! EnuHCTBEHHAs IPUYMHA, 10 KOTOPOM 51 OBIJI TOTOB IPUHSTH
3TU TEPPUTOPHUHU B cOCTaB PaTacca, 3To cTpeMiieHue caenaTh OpTaHoH 6aphepoM Ha ITyTH BOEHHOM
akcnaHcuu [lapuana. M fa, Tel BCce IPaBUIIBHO IOHSJIAa U3 JOr0BOPA, B Cllyyae HamnafeHUs
[ITappaTaca, HUKAKWX BOEHHBIX NEUCTBUM CO CTOPOHH! PaTtacca He mocienoBano 66l — TepPSTh BOMCKa
pajy TEPPUTOPUY B ABAfLATH OHAX IIYTU 10 OKeaHy? f He uguort!

Katu IIepexBaTujla €ro PYKY, BEIHyXKOad OTIIYCTUTE €€. 3aTeM IMMOTAHYJIAaCh 3a BTOPBEIM JOTrOBOPOM, U
BBEIPA3UTEIILHO IIOOHAB €TI0 IBYMS IIaJIbYUKaMU, IIOMHTEePEeCOBaldCh:

— Torpma xak MHe IOHATH 9TO?
— Iouwutaii! — AH ycMexHyIICS.

,HeBy'HIKa BYHUTAJIACh B CTPOKH, CIIEOYIOIIHNE 3da TeéM CAMBIM YIIOMMHAHHWEM €€ IIPEOIIOJIO2KUTEJIbHO
HOBOI'O CTAaTyCa, 1 C ry6 COPBAJIOCh:

— OuapoBaTefbHENIIEE pellleHne! — OHa OTUIBEIPHYJIA HOKYMEHTH, — [[elcTBUTENbHO, OPTaHOH
BXOJUT B COCTaB UMIIEPUHU JIUIIb [TOCJIe TIepexofa o PSIMOMY IIpaBy HacjenoBaHus! M 9To mpurtom,
YTO MOEro OTLla HUKOTra He Ha30ByT IpeeMHUKOM, 6e3 noamepxkku Patacca!l

fAH mUpoKo yNBIOHYJICS, He CKphIBasi COOCTBEHHOT0 YyBCTBa IIPEBOCXOMCTBA. 3aTeM IIPOU3HEC, Pe3KO
¥ HaCMEIIINBO:

— Iy1ra mMos, THI, KaK CTapilas qo4b, 110 TUHUYU MaTepH, UMeelllb ITpaBo HacnenoBaTsk OpTaHoH. [0
TEX TI0P, TI0Ka THI SBISANIACh CYNpyrol ApHapa, IpaBo HacjeqoBaHus Oblo y Enu3aBeThl, HO ceidac...

— To ecTh mpUHSB UM BallleTo pofa, I GaKTUYeCKH Iepena BaM KHSIXKeCTBO?!
— OCO3HaHMe HaKaThIBaJIo BOJIHAMHY, IPO35Ch IUIIUTh OCTAaTKOB BEXK/IMBOCTH.

— CoBepIleHHO BePHO, — XaCCHUSH TOPZKECTBYIOIIE YXMBITbHYIICS, — WIIM BB, MOSI [OPOTast
O6apoHecca, ObITM UCKPEeHHe YOeXKIeHBI, YTO S HCKITIOYUTENIbHO U3 YyBCTBa 01aropoficTBa, COOOIIHIT
ApHapy 0 BallleM MeCTOHaxXO0XOeHUU? A 4TO KacaeTCsd KHAXKECTBA... IepeXof ero BO BlageHus
Paracca HU4YEero He MEeHSIET, JaHHbIE TEPPUTOPUY HE BRITOMHO 3aIlMIIATh, HO BEITOTHO COOMPATh
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HaJIOTH.
— Cxkonp moayo! — Bo3myTunach Katu.

— Cxopee pa3yMHO, — XaCCHUSH IIPOTSHYN PYKY, KacasiCh ee LIEKH, HO PE3KO OEPHYJ, CIIOBHO
omacarscs camoro cebsi. — BepHeMcs K 00CyxkIeHuI0 TBOero BeiOopa, KartapuHa.

— BuI MHE ero He npegocTaBuiu!
OH TsA2Keso0 B3[OXHYJI, yCTAJIO IOCMOTPEIT Ha OEBYLIKY:

— Karapuna-KarapuHa, TaM, 3a CTeHaMU MOETO [IBOpIla OpOAUT pa3rHeBaHHbIM ApHap, KOTOPHIH He
IIPUBBLIK OTCTYIIATh, ¥ IPEAyrafaTh 4YeM 3aBEPIIUTCS TBOS HefoJrasi cBoOoaa COBEPIIEHHO HECIIOKHO.
Temephb pacCMOTPHM BHITOABI TBOET'O COTJIACHS C MOMM... CKaXkeM Tak — IIPUCYTCTBUEM. f He Oymy
Te0s IPUHYXKAATh HU K 4YEMY, TaK KakK y MEHS HeT COMHEHUH, YTO PaHO UJIA NO3AHO... U S YBEPEH,
YTO CKOpEe paHo, YeM IIO3[HO, TH IIOAapUIlb caMol cebe MpaBo Ha CYACThE.

— Ho OwITh Baielt opunmanbHOM GaBOPUTKOM, 3TO YHU3UTENbHO! — KaTapuHa BHOBb pacKphlia
Beep. — BripodeM, 0CO3HaBaTh, YTO Bl CTOJIb PACUETIIMBO UCIIOIb30BAIA MEHS He MeHee
YHUBUTEJILHO!

Tuxuil cMex ¥ COKPYIIEHHOE:

— KaTtapuHa-a-a-a-a, THl MEHS CIIBIIIUIND, HO HE CITyIIaelb... Ha TBoeM MecTe, mylla Mosi, IOJXKHa
Oblta ObITh Entu3aBeTa... Ho MeHbIIIe BCEr0 MHE XOTEI0Ch UMETh B JTI000BHUIIAX Ha CTOJIb ATUTEILHBIN
CPOK 3Ty MUJIYIO, HO BeCbMa HeJaJeKylo IeBOYKY. J/1r3a Xopolra, Ho, 6010Ch, 6ECKOHEUYHbIE
Pas3roBOPHI O IPUABOPHAIX, HapsA[aX U AParolleHHOCTSIX, CTOIb CBOMCTBEHHBIE e BO3PaCTy, BCKOpe
IpeBpaTuIy Obl IPUSTHOE BPEMSIIIPENIPOBOXKIEHNE B YTOMUTENbHEHIIee 3aHATHE. [[09TOMY U OBINT
IIPEeNJIOKEH BapUaHT C BO3poxKAeHueM KyiabTa OpTaHoHCKOH [IeBhl. OTATH Ke 5T HUYero He Tepsiyi, HO
npuobpeTan MHOTO€... BKJII0Uasl MacCy HEMpUATHRIX MOMeHTOB fjis [llappaTaca.

— W xorma Xxke BHI pemnin BEPHYTHECA K ITEPBOHAYAIbBHOMY BapI/IaHTY?!

— He npunomunaens? — XaCCUsAH 4yTh CKJIOHUJ T'OJIOBY K IJIEYy, C YCMELIKOU IIOMHTEPEeCOBaICI. —
Brl cTonb HauBHEL, enu KaTtapuHa, Uiy OeliCTBUTENIBHO CUUTAETe, YTO UMIIePaTOPhl IOMOTraloT
HECYaCTHHIM [IeBYIIKaMU UCKITIOUUTENIbHO U3 6I1aroposicTBa?

KaTu HEBOIBHO KMBHYIIA.

— Ja-a-a, — TPOTAHYN IH, — OEUCTBUTENIbHO CBSITAsl HAUBHOCTS... KaTapuHa, BbI TPUBJIEK/IN MEHS
ele B Hallly IIePBYI0 BCTPEUY, KOT{a CTOJIb PACTePSTHHO O/TyKOasiy 110 MOeMy T'OPOAY C BalllUM CePhIM
YeTBEPOHOTUM APYyroM. MMeHHO M03TOMY OCTaJIbHbIe CTPaXKH, IOMUMO MHOT'OCTPaaIbHO
JIefiTeHaHTa, He IIoMelllaau BaM cOexXXaTh C MecTa, CKaXKeM Tak, COObITUH. M g Mor Ovl 061a0aTh
WCIYTaHHOM [EeBYIIKON y2Ke TOTMa, Ja Jaxe B TEMHOM IIPOYJIKE, KOT/Ia Bhl PHIIATX Hal PAaHEHHBIM
JKWBOTHBIM, HO 5T He HaCUIbHUK. ¢ COIPOBOOMII Bac K PaeHepy, OTHas oM ero MOKPOBUTENIBCTBO,
IIPEeKPACHO IMTOHUMAs, YTO BaM HeKyma UATH. K ToMy 2Ke CTapuK IPUBS3aJICS K BaM, a Ballld YMEeHUS
TI03BOJIKJIM OBl BAM CTATh €T0 IIOMOIIHUIIEH U mpeeMHuIleH. Ho, yBhI, BB 0OKa3aauch 6apoHecCcoH
accep BunneHcko, KOTopasi Tak CTPeMuUIach BOCCOEOUHUTHCS C ceMbel. [[0KeH IPU3HaTh, Y3HAB O
BAIlleM UCYE3HOBEHUH M3 JOMa JIeKaps, 5 OTOaJl IPUKa3 Pa3kICKATh IIPEKPACHYIO JEBYIIKY C BOJIKOM,
HO KaK 0Ka3aJi0Ch, COBEPIIEHHO HaMpacHO. Hy, a mocie Halei mpuMedaTelbHOM BCTPEYH B JOMe
BAIIIX PONUTEIIEH, ST PEIINIT BEPHYTHCS K ITePBOHAYAILHOMY IIJIaHY, BEOb TEIEPH ST MOT COBMECTHUTH
IPUSTHOE C TIOJIE3HBIM.
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— IloxBambHOE CTpeMJieHne, — OJHaKO, B €e OTBETE, TIOKA3HOM 3a II0OKA3HOM SI3BUTEIbHOCTHIO
CKPEIBAIaCh I'PYCTh.

KaTapuHa el CTBUTEIBHO MOHKMAJIa, YTO, HECMOTPS Ha TOPAOCTh ¥ HeXKelaHue, el MPUAeTCs
IPUHSATE IPENJIOKEHNe uMIIepaTopa Partacca. 9To OGbII0 TOPa3fo MeHee PUCKOBAHHOE IIPEATIPUSITHE,
yeM BO3POXKJIeHUE 1aBHO 3a0bITOr0 KyJIbTa, C 1IeIbi0 00pECT Hax HAapOLoM AYXOBHYIO BJIACTh U yiKe
Ha ee OCHOBAHWU CTPOUTH CBETCKYIO.

Ona yKpagkou B3TJIsIHYyJIa Ha fHa, ¥ IPOHULIATEJILHOMY UMIIEPATOPY YKe Jaxe CJI0B He
Tpeb0oBanoCh, OH JIUIIb MTOICTETHYI €€ PelleHue:

— IIporynku 1o HOYHOMY TOPOAY, Beuepa BABOEM, U HeM3MEHHOCThb BhIOOpa 3a To6ol, KatapuHa.
[TpunyXpmaTh g He OyAy — IOXKeJaellb oCcye MPOTYJIKY CIaTh B CBOeH IIOCTeIH, 3HAaYUT, OyOeT
MMEHHO TaK.

Ona K¥BHYJIa, ¥ OCBEIOMUIIACh:
— JJoCcTaTO4YHO JINIIL MOEH MOAIKUCH?

— OTO NepBhIM 3Tall, — CTapasiCh TOBOPUTH CIIOKOWHO, OTBETHUII fH, — IIPEACTOUT OPHULIMaIbHOE
IIpeficTaBlIeHKe KO JBOPY, IPUHATHE Halllero KynbTa [IpecBeTiioNn, 1 COOTBETCTBEHHO IIEPEXOM B MO
pon... DakTHUeCKHU TH CTaHEeIllb MOel BTOPOU CYNIPYroH, B faBHNE BPpeMeHa MMEBIIeX IOUYTH PaBHBIE
C UMIlepaTpulien Ipasa...

— BTopas xkeHa, — 3agyMuuBO ImpousHeciia KaTtu, — KT0 OBl MOT TIOOyMaTh.
— Bam otern, — nmoxgckasas fAH.

— Ila, meNCTBUTENIBHO... — U KaK HU XOTEJIOCh Pa30pBaTh U 9TH OyMaru, — IPUIIIOCH B3ITh Cce0s B
PYKH, U C IIOJTHBIM 0CO3HaHUEM IIPOUCXOMSIIET0, COTIaCUThCS Ha TY BUOUMOCTE «BhIOOpa», 4To e
IIPeIOCTaBUIIH.

A oH cupen, C TacKoBOM yJbIOKOM Habmofas 3a TeM, Kak KaTapuHa BHOBb 6epeT IOT0BOp,
IIPOYUTHIBAS €T0 IIOBTOPHO, U CHEePXKHUBal pacTyllee B cebe HaCTOPOKEeHHOe OIIyIIeHNe CYaCTh...
Ona OymeT psimoM! TpeBOXKHO-MYYUTEILHOE OIIyIeHNEe 0€3TPaHUYHOTO cYacThs! Y ouepenHoi
npuka3 camoMy cebe: «CupmeTs! Hukakux pe3kux aBuxkeHui!». XacCcusHy Ka3anoch, 4YTO celyac
Kaxpas MBIIIIa HaTAHyTa [0 [Ipefea, B CTPEMJIEHNY BHOBb UCIIBITaTh IPUKOCHOBEHUE K €€ Telly.

«PaHo... paHo, He cei4ac...»

W oH cnemus, HanpsKEHHbIM ¥ COOPaHHBIA KaK XUIIHUK Ha 0X0Te, CIIeAUTI 3a TeM, Kak KaTapuHa
CTaBUT U3SAIIHYI0 POCIKCH, TPU3HaBas 3a HUM IIPaBO BlafeTh co00ii... Y Kak CclI0kHO OBIIO0 HE
BOCIIO/IH30BATLCS 3TUM IIPaBOM IIPSIMO ceiyac, HeMenJid Hi MTHOBEHUS, C phlYaHUeM XUIIHUKA
IIOPBaBIIETOCS [0 KeJaHHOU NOOBIYH.

— Temeps 51 cBOOoMHA? — KaTaprHa M0I0KKIIa Ha CTOJI MOANKCAHHOE COTJIAllleHne, HeNOBOJILHO
IIOCMOTPEIIa Ha UMIIepaTopa U 3aMepiia, IopaxkeHHas ero B3TISO0M.

— CBoGopHa?.. — HEBOJIHLHO MTOBTOPUII S1H, BO3BpAIlasiCh K JKECTOKOM PeasbHOCTH, Te JIaBUHA YYBCTB
U XeJlaHu Oblyla abCOMIOTHO JulltHeH... — [la, HECOMHEHHO, — OH He CHepKaJl IIOJIHOM TOPZKeCTBa
YCMEeIKH, — [0 Beuepa, TI000BhL MOS... a eiBa CTEMHEET, 5 I0Kaxy Tebe CTaphli TOPOf B
KaTakoM0Oax.

IIpaBo Ha cyacthe (CH) 35 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

Katu CoepzxKajlaCbk C TPYOOM. 3aTteM, BCIIOMHUB O €r0 CII0Bax IIPO ee IIpaBO peIlaTh, PEIINIaCh Ha
IMOOJIOCTh:

— K MoeMy uCKpeHHeMy coxkajleHu10, — JI0XKb IIPO CoXKaJleHue Oblla 0YeBUIHA, — 51 OTKaXYyChb OT
BeUYepHel nMporynku!

— ComMHeBa-a-a-a-al0Ch, — OCJIENIUTEeNIbHAsA yIbI0Ka 1 HAaCMeIUINBoe, — 3a T000i BEIOOP IO MTOBOAY...
CKaxXkeM Tak YAOBJIETBOPEHUS UJIH HEYIOBIETBOPEHUST MOUX KeJlaHuM, HO CTaB Moel opuimanbHou
dbaBopuUTKOM, 1 maxe Oosblie, Moed HaKTUUECKU MJIAMIIeN CyIIPyTron, Bhl, TePLOTUHS, B3s/IM Ha ce0s
00s13aTeNbCTBA CKpalLIMBaTh UMIIEPATOPCKUM NOCyT... ClemoBaTeIbHO. ..

XaccusiH HeOXKHUIaHHO A ceOst ymonk. OH maxe He 0XKMIaJjl, YTO caMa MEICITb 0 TOM, 4To KaTapuHa
IIpU3HAaa ero MpaBo BIaieTh COO0H, CTOIh CUITLHO MTOBIMUSIET Ha ero omlyiieHus. Het, Tema aTou
JKEHIIMHEL OH XKeJlall ¥ paHee, HO cedyac, KOTga OH UMeJl ITOJIHOe ITPaBO0 BIAEeTh €10, XKeJlaHue CTaio
TIOYTH HEBHIHOCUMEBIM. M 0Ka3a0Ch CIIMIIKOM TPYIHBIM CBSI3HO BHIPAXKATh MBICITH, IPEICTABIISAS
cobecemHuIry 6e3 oeXk Ikl ¥ B BeChMa IIPUTIAIIAIEM K OTKPOBEHHBIM IeMCTBUSIM IT0I0xKeHuu. U
fH cmepxkuBa cebs ¢ TPYIOM, YKe IeTaTbHO IIPENCTABIISIS COBMECTHOE BPeMSIIPEIIPOBOXKIeHUE, U
HANPSXKEeHNUe CTAI0 HEBEIHOCHMEIM.

«Ewe paHo... CIUIIKOM paHo... HE...»
OH He cyMes BhIIepKaTb 9TOW CIAagKOU IBITKH...

Pe3koe mBuxeHue u fAx IIPUHUK K IIOJIYPACKPEITEIM OT HUCIIyTad I"Y6aM, HO OIlaCasiCh IPUYUHUTE BPE[,
dKKYPaTHO IIOAXBATUIJI 3a TAaJIMIO, OIIPOKKUHYII Ha CTOII...

Kacanue K ee 1eke, CKyjiaM, ¥ My4uTeJIbHO-BO30yKOarolee K HeXKHLIM rybam... 1erkoe, OLICTPOeE,
IIOYTHU HeBecoMoe... M ¢ prlyaHueM yIepeThCs pyKaMu B CTOJI, CTpallach AaTh UM BOJIO... 1
I1eJI0BaTh... HEXKHO, 6epekHO, CTapasiCh BIOXKUTh B KaXK/BIN MOIENTyH HEeYTO 60JbliIee, YeM IIPOCTO
CTpacTh... Ho BUAETH NMUIb CTPax B OTBET! Be30TUeTHHIN, TaHUYECKHM CTpax U clabkle,
BBLI3BIBAIOIINE YMUJIEHUE, TIONBITKYA OTTOJKHYThH €r0...

«Bce, oCcTaHOBUCE... TH Iyraelib ee! CTosiTh! CIUIIKOM pPaHO, CIIUIIKOM OBICTPO, CIIMIIKOM MHOTO
HEeyeMHOU CTpacTu!»

Y 3aMepeTh, pasriadabiBas APOKallyIo [IeBYIIKY, TacKas B3TIAN0M KaXkIylo YePTOUKY ee Julla U
CKuMasi 3yOBl IBITATHCS B3SITh 3MOLMHU TOJ KOHTPOJIB... CMOT, cepKal mo4YTy 00JIe3HEHHOE
JKeJlaHUe OBNIAfeTh, ¥ HEBOJILHO YIIBIOHYJICS, 3aMETUB €€ MPUKYIIEHHYI0 T'y0y U 3aXKMYypPEHHbIE OT
cTpaxa Iyiasa.

Tuxo PaCCMEABIINCE, UMIIEPATOP OCTOPO2KHO IIOOYI Ha €€ UCIIyTaHHOE JINYUKO, 3aTEM
HaKJIOHUBIIHNCE, IIOIEJIOBAJI B aKKypaTHbeI HOCHK U IIPOMIEIITAall:

— OTO MajleHbKas MeCTh, 3a TO, UYTO Tak [0JIr0 OyMalla Hag MOMM IIPEIJIO2KEHUEM.

OrpoMHbIe Kapyre raa3a paclaXHyIuch MTHOBEHHO, ¥ CTPAX CMEHMIICS SpocThio. KaTapuHa Obia
HaIyraHa IPOUCXOISINNAM, HO B TO JKe BpeMs IIOBEPUTH He MOTJIa B TO, YTO $IH MMPOCTO OTCTYIIHII U He
ITPOMIOJIKUII HadaToe. [JapuaH HUKOTHA He OCTaHABJIMBAJICS, Jazke ecJId OHA IPOCUiIa 00 3TOM...
PaHaBepH OTKPOBEHHO HACJIaXkK[IaJICs ee COIPOTUBIIEHHEM, a IIpaBUTelb PaTacca He MMOXKeal
HCII0/Ib30BaTh HU CBOE IIPABO, HU CBOIO CHIIY.

[MTogusBimck, KaTu Tak 1 ocTanach CHOETh Ha TOM CaMOM CTOJIe, C YAUBJIEHHUEM TIISIAs Ha TOTO, KTO
OTHBIHE OBIJT €€ ITOJTHOIIPABHEIM ITIOBEJTUTETIEM.
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XaccusiH, TOCMEeUBasICh, IPOTSIHY PYKY, IIOMOTast BCTaTh, U yIBIOKA CTaja JIUIIb MIupe, Korga Katu
THEBHO ITPOUTHOPHPOBAJIA ero XkecT. [I0BOJIbHEIN c000i 1 ee peakIue, UMIIePaTop BOJILI'OTHO
YCTPOWJICS Ha CTYJie, MBICJIEHHO 1103ApaBuB cebs ¢ mo0emol Haf CTpacTsMU U cTpaxamu. CTpactu
L[eJIMKOM U TOJTHOCTBIO IIpUHA[JIEXKAIN eMy, CTpaxX ero MUJIou BTOpou cynpyre. U A1 oTyeTnuso
IIOHMMaAJI: OTCTYNIUB — OH 1o6enus, abconoTHO U 6€30r0BOPOYHO. M ee THEB SABMIAJCS IPSAMBIM
CBU[IETEJILCTBOM TOT'0, UTO CTPaX OBILJI BHITECHEH TOPIOCTHIO.

A nmaneine...

«Ocrasnocs nuib yOeguTh ee B TOM, YTO BJIaCTh HaJ0 MHOM NpHHaAIexXuT KaTtapruHe, — fJH HEBOJILHO
YNBIOHYJICSI, — 9TOT IIpueM cpaboTall gaxe C OIMBITHOM TPUALIATH YeTHIPeX JIETHEN MMIlepaTpHUle
Paracca, ¥ HET COMHEHUH, YTO HeXXHas HauBHast KaTu mMpoCTo HE YCTOUT.»

Ho KaTapI/IHa BHeJla JIMIIb HEIIPUKPBEITOE CaMOJOBOJIECTBO U ITIOJIarajia, YTO IIPUYHUHEI OBIJIM COBCEM
HHEIE.

— 3HA4YuT MeCTh? — KOPCET BHOBb CTAJl CEPbE3HOU ITIOMEXO0H OIS ObIXaHHUS.

Katu cMoTperna Ha ero caMOOBOJIbHYIO YXMBIJIKY ¥ 3JI0CTh TYMaHOM 3acTHiajia Bce BOKPYT... Ee
pa3yM He CTaJl UCKITIOUEHHEM. ..

«JlapuaH IPUTBOPATHLCS OOJITO He CMOT, — B SPOCTH ITOAyMaJjia JeBylIKa, — IIOCMOTPUM, Ha CKOJIBKO
XBaTUT BacC, AparoleHHbI oBenuTenb Patacca u... OpraHoHa!».

MepnnenHo noporas K Xaccusiny, KarapuHa CKJIOHHMIIACh K ero rybaM 1 HeoXKUOaHHO CTPACTHO Haxke
IJIsT camMoi ce0st moriesioBaia. Y mpou30IIIo To, YTO HUKOT oA He MMPOHUCXOMNIIO HU C KOPOJIeM
[lTappaTaca, HU gaxe ¢ KHsI3eM [aopEL... DTO YIIOUTENIbHOE YYBCTBO HACTAXKOEHUS OT IOy,
KaTaprHa ucmbiTana IUIlb pa3 B XKHA3HU... B KapeTe ¢ AMCcCUH. Temso, HexXHoe, IPUSITHOE,
B030yxkmaroliee mpobexkaso mo 6egpaM, 3aTONKUB BCE €€ CYIIEeCTBO XKeJJaHUeM ITPUKAThHCS,
PacTBOPHUTHCS B HeM... B cnenyiomiee MrHOBeHME Beep Iopxalolleit 6ab0o4ykoi yman Ha 1o, a Katu
00XBaTHUB JUI0 UMIIEPATOPa, IPOJ0/IXKalia ero 1ejoBaTh, Ka3ajaoch, M03abkiB 060 BceM Ha CBeTe... Ee
TIaJIbIILI CKOJIB3HYJIU 110 TEMHBIM BOJIOCAM, U SIH IMOOascs K Hel BCeM TeloM, O0HSII TOHKYIO TaJlhio,
npuxuMas K ce0e, 3alIPOKUHYJI T'OJIOBY, CJIOBHO CTPEMSICh IMIOOHSATHCS HABCTPEUY ee IOLeNyIo. ..
YToOH B CIIEAYIONIYIO CEKYHIY 3aMepEeTh, YCIIbIIIAB TUX0e:

— U 310 TOXKe OBlJIa MECTh!

KaTapI/IHa HaruyJiacCh, IIOJHAIIA BEED, SQJ(I)GKTHBIM ZKeCTOM pPacCIlaXHyJia H, obMaxuBas
PacCKpaCHEeBIIEECs II0CJIe IMTPONU30IIEenIIero JNYNKO, HECIIEIIIHO HaIllpaBUJIaCh K IBEPH.

OHa 3a0bl1a, YTO B TaKKWe UTPHl MOXKHO UT'PATh Ha PABHBIX!

XaccusiH HaCTHUT ee Mpexpe, 4eM KaTu ycmena mpruKOCHYTHCS K IBEPHOU PydKe, Pa3BEPHYII, TpUXKal
CIIMHOM K CTEHE U yXKe He COepKUBAsICh, BIIUJICSI CTPACTHHIM IIOIEJIyEM, BO BCE eIlle CaMOOOBOJIbHO
yNbIOArOIIecs TyOh.

W oTcnexuBaTh KaXoe ABUXKEHUE, KaXKIbIN KeCT, KaXK/Ibl CyJOPOKHEIN B3[I0X, YTOOBI BEI3BATh
OTBETHOE JKeJlaHue, 3aCTaBUTh UTPATh 110 €T0 IIpaBuIaM B caMylo 6ECKOHEYHYIO U3 UTD, YTO
CYLIECTBYIOT MeXIYy MyKUYMHOU U XeJIaHHOU UM XKEHIIWHOU... I CHOBa ynupaThCs JTafjlOHIMU B
CTEeHy, IIBITasiCh OMHOBPEMEHHO U YHATh IUKUY Kap, ¥ faTh el I0YyBCTBOBAThH Ce0s
KOHTPOJIUPYIOIIEeN CuTyauu... Cymers, 3aCTaBUjl, U BMECTO CTpaxa TUXUU, ITOJIHBIM OCO3HAHUS CBOEU
BJIacTU cMex... «HavBHasa KaTapuHa, — OH eflBa CoepxXaJl yCMeIIKy, — CJlafkas, HeXHasl, HauBHas
Kartapuna».
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OTopBaJICs OT ee T'y0, IPOU3HEC C NeIaHHBIM CIIOKOHCTBHEM:
— A 370 OBITTa MECTH 3a MOTKITKY MeHsI CO6Ia3HUTh B CIIalbHe Jequ MepTexn. ..

Katapuna HepBHO KycaJjla IIOKpaCHEBIIINE OT TIOI[eNTyeB I'yOrl, HO B TO XK€ BpeMs... C06/1a3H 3aCTaBUTh
€r0 CTOHATH OT JKeJIaHWs, a 3aTeM HaCMELIIMBO OCTaBUTh HU C YeM, OKa3aJICsl CIIUIIKOM BEJIHK...

BenocHexxHas pyKa MeTHyJIach K CUJIbHOM Ilee, 00HSB U IPUTSHYB ero CHoBa. OHa MOTSAHYIach U
caMa, 3aKphlBas Ijlasa U I03BOJIsIS IIPEBPATUTh TIOIeIyH B HeUTo OoJblIIee. ..

B ator noucTuHe ynouTeabHbIHM MUur fH 65U 6e3MepHO Or1arogapeH XKeHCKOHM MPUBEIYKE 3aKPHIBATH
BO BpEMsI TIOLIENTYS TJla3a, IIOTOMY YTO aXke C eT0 XKeJe3HOU BHAEPKKOM CKPHITh TOPKECTBYIOLIYIO
YXMBIJIKY OH ObII OBl HE B CHJIaX.

U on YZ&Ke 3Hall, 4TO CIIeOYIOIINM ee OEUCTBUEM, GYJIGT odepengHas IIPOBEPKa CcOOCTBEHHOM BIaCTHU
Ha[ HUM.

— OcTaHOBUTECH, — BeChMa IIpefcKa3yeMo notpeboBasna KaTaprHa, ¥ ejBa OBUHYSCH €€
TpebOBaHKI0, UMIIEPATOP OTOIIeNI, Harjio fo0aBuia, — a 3To OblIa MECTh 3a... 6eCcCOHHY0 HOUb! U
BalllM U3[eBaTeJIbCKUe Aaphl!

OTKMHYB TojI0BY XaCCHUSH PACXOX0TaJICS, YPE3BEIYAWHO NOBOIBHBIN U €e IIOBEIeHNeM U ee CIIOBaMH,
TEM, YTO yKe 3HaJl — 3Ty UT'PY AaxKe ceidac MOKHO TOBECTH [I0 JIOTUYECKOI0, B €T0 IOHUMaHUH,
KoHITa. Ho BecbMa yBjIeKaTeIbHOE pa3BlieueHue IpepBall JIopa AHEPO, CIIeNTHO BOIIEIIIHNY B 34 3a
NOKyMEHTAMHM ¥ HaXKe He TOH03PEBAOIINE 0 TOM, YTO ITPEPBAl MOHAPIILY JTII000BHEIE UTPEL. AHEPO
B3[IPOTHYB €[iBa 3aMETHUJT UCIIOJTHEHHbIH OeIlleHCTBa B3TJISI UMIIepaTOopa ¥ MIHOBEHHO PETUPOBAJICS.
Ho no3gHo! KaTaprHa, BHe3aITHO 0CO3HaBIIast BO3MOXKHEIE [TOCIIEICTBUS UX «OTMILEHUN»,
IIOTOPOIIHIIACh TOKUHYTD ITOMEIIEHNe.

— Ilo Beuepa, Mos ioporas, — IIPOU3HEC el BCliel UMIIepaTop.
KarapuHa pacmaxHysa gBEpH, IIOBEPHYJIACh U C BEXKJIMBOU YIIEIOKOM OTBETHIIA:

— Ecnu s aToro noxesnaro!

X X X

[Tocnenytoire COOBITUS CTUMUCD ISt KaTaprHBI B HECKOHYAEMYIO Yepeqy Io3apaBlieHul ee C HOBHIM
CTaTyCOM, OTKPOBEHHO 3aBHCTJIMBHIX B3TJISAI0B ¥ JTbCTUBO-IIPUTOPHBIX YITBIOOK.

Ho, BoucTHHY, BCI0 TaMMy 4YyBCTB IIPUIBOPHBIX OHA MTO3HaJIa, e[Ba MIPO3ByYasl ee HOBbIM TUTYT —
repuoruss Karaputa tae JJapTaH... ApocTh, ©3yMyIeHHbIE B3TISAAE Ha IOOYEPKHYTO HEBO3IMYTUMOTO
UMIepaTopa u cHoBa — sspocTh! OHa 3Hasa, 4yTo Oy#eT TSAXKerno, Ho... maxe rnpu aBope Illappartaca K
He# OTHOCHUIUCE C OOIBIIMM COYYBCTBHEM, YeM 3MECh.

BosBpamasics gomoy, KaTi HeBOIbHO MOATSAHYIA HOTH K NTOA0OPOAKY, U, 0OHSB KOJIEHU PyKaMu
IIpoCcHfIesa [0 caMoro ocobHska Bunnenckux. Hu pogutenu, Hu HeoOb4aiHO GegHas J1u3a He
CKas3aJli ¥ CJI0Ba O ee HEJOCTOMHOM moBefeHuu. [IJ1s1 Bcex BunneHnckux mpousoiieniiee ObII0 1
IIIOKOM, ¥ TEMH CaMBIMHU COBIBIMMMUCS HafeXKoaMH, Pagu KOTOPHIX HaciaemgHuKY OpTaHOHA IPUOBIIH B
Paracc.

W exgpa Bomuiu B moM, Enr3aBeTa TUXO CIPOCHUIA:
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— IToOHITE C TOOOH?
KaTapvHa KHBHYIA, U CJIE€3BI TPOJIOKUIIK OIECTSIINE TOPOKKY 110 OIIeIHEIM IIIeKaM.

OHM Tak ¥ IPOCUJIENH C DNIU30H A0 HACTYIIJIEHUS ThMBI, 60/1Tas 0 MPUABOPHEIX U MOPSAKaX MIpU
IBOpEe UMIIepaTopa. JIKM3a pacCKaskiBajla MHOT0e, HO BHE3AITHO THXO0 CIPOCHIIA:

— Katu, a THL... ero JIo0UIIb?
— Her, — oTBeTHIIa IeBYIIKa He 3aAyMBIBasCh, — U JIIOOUTH He Oyny.
— [louemy? — ynuBunacs Enusasera.

KaTapHHa, JieXkalllasi Ha IIOCTEJIA B HOYHOU COpOYKe, Cejla, HEBOJILHO 0OHSIB IJIEYH, Ir'PyCTHO
OTBETHJIA:

— Martyika Bcerfa y4umia BUETh B JIIOISIX XOPOIllee, BUAETh CBETIIbIe CTOPOHEI, IIOTOMY YTO
WCTHHHBIE JIETU BCETfia... CBETIIH OyIIOH U TeJloM. M s cTapanach, S 04eHb X0Tejla ObITh UCTUHHON
JIe¥, TOJIBKO... 9TO 04eHb OOJIbHO, IIOTOMY YTO IIOTOM ITPUXOAUT pa3odyapoBaHUe... A MyKUUHH,
Onu3a, OHM JIUIIb B Hadaje KaXyTcs HOOPbIMU U TaCKOBHIMM, HO OHHU... BCe OHU 3Bepu. OHU He
BeJAIOT XKaJIOCTH, COCTPANAHUS UIIH...

— Ho umnepatop nio6ut Tebsi! — BOCKIKUKHYa I0Hasd 6apoHecca.

— TsI He Befaels, 0 Y4eM roBOpuUIth, — KaTu mevanbHO YIBIOHYTACh, — MHE CJI0KHO MOHSITH, YETO B
ero 008U 00JbIlle — CTPACTH, XKeJlaHus, JTIO0OMBITCTBA UITH... IOTUTUYECKOM BHITOIE. A 11I00BHU,
Enu3zaBeTa, TO¥ /100BH, 0 KOTOPOM MBI TAaK MEeYTAJIM, TOM I'le HEKHOCTh U 3a60Ta UOYT pyKa 00 PyKYy
II0 CAMO¥ CTApPOCTH... €e HeT, J/Iu3a... ee MPoCTO HeT!

— Henb3s Tak roBOpUTh, — BO3MYTHIIACH fIeBylIKa, — Ero BenuuecTBo ganm Tebe TUTY, OH BBed Te0s
B CBOM POJ ¥ Telleph BalllM IeTH MOTYT IIPETEHI0BATh Ha IIPECTON ¥ KOrla UMIIepaTpuUlla yMpPeT, a
OHA CTapas, THl CTaHeIllb UMIIepaTpuIleir! — u 3aBUCTINBO mobaBua, — OH mo0uT Tebs, KaTu.

— Tot He oHUMaeIb, — KaTapuHa BHOBb JIeTTIa, IOATSHYB OfesiNIo, YKPBIIAch 40 MoabopoaKa, —
XaccusH cenal 9To He U3 JII00BH... 3TO [laXKe IPOU3HOCUThL CMEIITHO, Bce meiio B OpTaHoHe... Harme
IIPOUCXO0XKeHNe, JIK3a... Halll CTaTyC ¥ Hallle MOJI0XKeHKe aloT TaK MHOTO, HO OTOUPAIOT
3HAYUTEIHHO OOJIbIIE. ..

Enu3aBeTa He mOHUMAJa €€ 1 He CKPEIBaJla CBOEro HEIIOHMMaHM . HGBYH.IKB. cupeila Ha Kpalo
IMOCTEJIX, 3aKYTABIINCH B IIJIEd U U3YMJIEHHO CMOTDeEJIda Ha CEeCTPY.

— Ho reneps, — 3nm3a ocTaBWIa HEIOHSATHYIO TEMY U Ilepeluia K 60jiee HHTEPECYIOIIUM ee
BOIIpOCaM, — 4TO OyneT Teneps?

— He 3Hato, — KarapuHa rpycTHo ynbIOHyIach, — HalpaBiasich B PaTacc, s xkKesana 3aBepliuTh
OIIHO... IeJI0, a 3aTeM... 3Haelllb, MHE BCETa XOTEJIOCh ITOMOTaTh O€IHBEIM, 3a00TUTCS 0 OPOIIEHHBIX
IeTsX, IOMOTraTh TeM, KTO ocTajics 06e3 MOOnepKKH POIHHIX, a ceidac... 1 He MOTy IPeHCTaBUTh, YTO
OymeT maXke 3aBTpa, Jnu3a... J Kak IenKa YTo IJIBIBET 10 BOJTHAM, He Befasi, KyIoa HeceT ee BeTep...

Ha ynuue nocnelancs mym, 3aTeM CTYK B BopoTa. CIyCTs HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, 3allbIXaBIIasics
CIlyKaHKa [IpUHecsa [I0CllaHue, IIepeBUTOe ajioun JIeHTou. Pa3BepHyB, KaTu ¢ yousienuem
IpOYUTasa:
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«CeropgHs s 3aHAT. AH».
— OTO BO3MYTUTENBHO, — BCKPUKHYJIA D134, IPOYUTaBILIAs [I0CTIaHKUE BCIIEeT 3a CECTPOU.

— OTO BOCXUTHUTENbHO, — OTBeTUJIa KaTaprHa BCKaKMUBas C MOCTEJIN ¥ TOPOIIJIUBO HAMIPABIISIOIIASCS
K Taprepooy.

— Tul... THI XKe ycTana! — Env3aBeTa He Moria OHATE ltoBefenue Karu.

— 4 oueHb ycTana fsg Bctpeuu ¢ Ero BenuuecTBoM, HO s COBCEM He yCTasa AJIS TOCELIEHUST MOETO
OParoIeHHOro JIeKaps.

U He obpaliasi BAUMaHUS Ha yBellleBaHUS CECTPHI, a 3aTeM U MaTepHu, KaTu GbICTPO mepeofernacs,
coOpaJsia BOJIOCH U 3aBsi3bIBasi BOPOT IIjala cOexarsa 10 CTyIeHSIM BHUS3.

— KartapuHa, 9T0 Hepa3yMHO! — BEIKpUKHYJIa Oeryias ciefioM JIu3a.

U Katu ocTaHOBUIACH, 3aAyMaBIIUCh HaJl ClI0BaMu CeCTphl. HeT, oHa He omacasnach fHa, KOTOPBII
II03BOJIUJI €1 OIIYTUTh IIYCTh U IIPU3PaYHyI0, HO BCe XKe BJIacTh Haj 000, ee myraja yrpo3a
PanasepHa.

Ho pemenne mpo6eMbl OTKPHIJIO BEPU U BOIIIO, XMYPO Ha Hee MOTJISIALIBas.

— PacBep, — KaTu notopomnunack kK 6pary, — 6yab CTOMIb J1to0€3eH, COTPOBOAUTh MeHS K MbeHe
Paenepy.

— [la, reproruHs, — OpaT OTBECHUJI ITOJIHLIM U3[0eBaTEILCTBA ITOKJIOH, — a... Balll TI00OBHUK
OCBEJIOMJIEH, YTO OH Yy BaC He eQUHCTBEHHBIN?

Katu rHeBHO B3TJISIHYJIa Ha HETo, ¥ MOfoias Ouxke, efiBa CJIBIIIHO MIPOIIeNTaa:

— BuI mpocTO He 0co3HaeTe, JOpPoroi Opat, 4To BEIOOP OB He OOJIBITUM — WIIH 5, WiIu Jau3a. PaTacc
xkenan OpraHoH, Patacc ero mony4yun! Mmeto s 11060BHUKOB UK HET, HE UMeeT 3HaYeHUe — A
cTapuIas oyb BunneHCKUX, BOT U Bce! A ¢ BamiiMu 0OBUHEHUSIMHU, CTyIIaiTe K OTITy!

W BBIXOOS, OHA T'POMKO XJIOIIHYJIa OBEPBIO.

fIpKO OCBellleHHBIE YIUITH BCTPETUIM 0OBIYHOM BeYEepHEN CYeTOH, CIelIaluX 10 JoMaM ropoxkaH, u
TSI Ha UX Nnila, KaTapuHa ¢ rpycThio JyMana O TOM, YTO el cyfab0a He flajia foMa, Kyfa Okl OHa
CTpeMusach BO3BPaATUTHCS.

X X X

Paenep BCTpeTus ee OKPYTIUBIIUMUCS OT YAUBIIEHUS TJla3aMU, HO €My XBATHUJIO JIUIIb OHOT'0
B3rJIsila Ha AEBYIIKY, YTOOH MPOTSHYTh il Oellblii IepeHuUK.

— B npueMHOIi eBOYKa JIeT BOCbMH, — II€PEBS3bIBas CJIOMAHHYIO PYKY CTOHYIIETO OT 60U
TIOCETHUTEJIST, IPOU3HEC JIeKaph, — 3aiMuTeCh pefeHKoM, MbeHe KaTapuHa.

— Culo MUHYTY, — U TIOBsI3aB NepeqHUK, KaTy BhIIIIA B IPUEMHBIiH 3al.

Cpenu OOTBHBEIX M PAaHEHHBIX, KOTOPHIX K €€ YIUBIIEHHWIO NeHCTBUTEIbHO ORIIO HEMAJIO, JeBYIIKa
yBUena 6eqHO OfleTYIO XKEeHIIMHY, KoTopas Ipuxkumasa K cebe 61eqHoro pebeHkKa.
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[Tomorinst, KaTu oOpaTuiack K XKeHIIUHe:
— MbeHe, ueMTe CO MHOH, JieKaph IIPUMET BaC BHE OUYEpPEnu.
— O, KaK 9T0 BeIMKOAYIIHO, — XKEeHIWHA MOJHAJIAach, He OTIyCKas IeBOYKY C PYK.

[TpoBens ux B KaOwHeT, KaTapuHa yKa3aja XKeHITWHE Ha CTYJ y IBEPH, a caMa C TPYIOM B3sB
pebeHKa Ha PYKH, IepeHecsa U ycafuiia Ha CTOJM [/ OCMOTpa.

Yepe3 HECKONIBKO MUHYT, BEIHECTIA IIePBOHAYaIbHBIM JUArHO3:
— ¥V ManblKy 1uxopajka, g faM HaCTOUKY [Jis CHUXKEHUS XkKapa?

— Ila, koHeuHO, MbeHe KaTapuHa, — 0TO3BaJICs BCe ellle 3aHSTHN O0NbHBEIM PaeHep, — U cpa3y TOT
0TBap, KOTOPHIX BEI [laBaJIy BallleMy YeTBEPOHOI'OMY 3BEPIO, HY2KHO CHATH BOCIIaJIeHUE.

IeBylIKa ynbIOHyTachk, ¥ IOTOPOMMIIACE 3a HAaCTOMKaMu. BEITIOTHUB BeJIeHHe JIeKapsi, OHa Iepefaa
nBe OYTHITOYKH MaTepH, 3aTeM [I0JIT0 U TePIIeNIBO 00bSICHSIIA XKEHIWHEe, KaK MaBaTh JeKapcTBa. U
HEOXKMIAHHO I BCeX, MaJleHbKas MeBOYKa IIPOU3HeCa:

— BmI cBsiTad... Kak geBa OpTaHOHA...

— Hy uto T, — KaTapuHa moTpemnasna CBETIyIO MAaKyIIKy pebeHKa, — mpocTo Tebe moerye cenyac,
a MBIC/IM BCE elIrle MyTaiTCs.

— Het, — ybexXneHHO IpoU3HECTIa JeBOYKa, — BBl KaK Ta CTaTysd... Ho oHAa KaMeHHas, a Bbl KHUBas...
Y rnasa goOpeie, BH CBsATas meBa OpTaHOHA...

KarapuHa ynbIOHy1ach, HAaKJIOHUAJIACH K IeBOYKE U IIPOIIeNTana:
— OTo0 OymeT Halll CEKPeT, ¥ Thl HUKOMY He PacCKa3biBaii, XOpOoIIo?

Marsilka KUBHYJIA, ¥ KOTla MaMa YHOCHIIa ee II0 KOPUOOoPy, BCe MaxXaja U MaxXajla MaJleHbKO’
JIaOIIKOH.

U Becw monruit Beuep, B 66CKOHEYHOM oMoy 60bHEIM, KaTi HEBOBHO yiIkOanachk, MOblieHHAsS
cpaBHeHUeM pebeHKa... [Tociie CTONMBKUX JIeT Ipe3peHus, ObI0 TakK IPUSATHO BUAETh XOTh B UbUX-TO
IJ1a3axX BOCXUIEHUE.

EnBa mpueM Obln 3aKOHYEH, PaeHep, BRITUPAs PYKH, C KAKUM-TO CTPAHHBIM BBIpAXKE€HUEM ITPOU3HEC:
— Mos goporas... KatapuHa, a... iH 0CBEIOMJIEH O BallleM MeCTe HaXO0XKOeHU?

— Hoquy BHI 00 9TOM cnpamHBaeTe? — Karu cknapgriBana WHCTPYMEHTHI JIeKaps B OBAJIBHYIO
XKeJIe3HYI0O MUCKY.

— VuuThIBas U3MEHEHUS B BAIIEM IMTOJI0XKEHHUH. .
— O, MHe 6eCKOHEeYHO JTI000MBITHO KaK O JaHHBIX HU3MEHEeHUSIX CTAJI0 U3BECTHO BaM?
Crapuk XATPO YILIOHYJICS, ¥, BEIXOMS, TPOU3HEC:

— 970 OBITIO SICHO KaK 00K NeHb, eBa OH IIPUBEJI BaC CIOMA.
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— Y10 «3TO»? — HECKOJILKO THEBHO IIOMHTEPECOBaJIaCh OEBYIIKA.

— YTO0 OH He OTIIYCTUT Bac, — PaeHep moxkar mjedaMu, — FOBOPS OTKPOBEHHO BHI IlepBas [IEBYIIKA,
0 KOTOPO# fH mompocun mo3aboTuthcs. M BbI efUHCTBEHHAS, HAa KOTO OH CMOTPEJT TaK, CJIOBHO Pa3oM
Hallle]I OTTaAKy Ha BCe BOIPOCH MUPO37aHus. A CEeTOOHs, y3HaB O MOSIBJIEHUY HEKOU TepPILOTUHU
KaTapunt! Tae [lapTaH, MHe HE COCTaBUIIO TPy[a COEeNaTh ONpefeleHHbIe BEIBOOLL. bomee Toro, g yxKe
He OBIJT yOuBJIEH. YOWBIIEHKe BEI3BAJIO NI Ballle IIOsiBIeHUE 3hech. Ho Bce ke BepHEMCS K HallleMy
BOIIPOCY — fH 3HAET I'Te BhH?

— A ecnu OTBET «HET», YTO TOTAA? — pa3dpazKeHHo ciupocuia KaTu.

— Torpa Bac oxunaeT He CIIUIIKOM IPUSTHBIA Pa3roBOP, — JIeKaph HEBUHHO YIIBIOHYJICS, — TaK Kak
XapaH yxe 3[eChb, Kapay/lIuT Y ABEPH, CIIeJ0BaTENIbHO, dH MOSABUTCS C MUHYTH HA MUHYTY.

OCTOpPOKHO TOJIOKUB MUCKY B PYKOMOWHUK, KaTaprHa TIIaTeIbHO BEIMBIIA PYKX U IIOTOPOIUIIACh K
BBIXOMY, TTle el HaBCTpeuy Opocusicsi 00pafloBaHHEIN BCTpedYel 3BepPh, Iyras TeX HEMHOTUX OOTbHBIX,
YTO eIrle 0CTaBalliuCh B IPUEMHOM.

He moxwupmasick BCTpeuu ¢ X035MHOM 3Bepsi, KaTapuHa HaOpocua ialll ¥ Iardysa B Hodb. B 3ToMH
YacTH Topofa OcBellleHue OBIIO0 c1abbIM, U JIIOAEW B CTOJIb II03HEee BpeMs yke He Obl1o. XapaH,
IMOHayvasy KPYTHUBIIMKICS Y ee HOT, BCKOPe BRIPBAJICS BIlepe[ ¥ yOexkaJl, ¥ OeBYIIKa YCKOPUIIa IIar,
CTPeMSCh CKOpee IIPOUTHA TEMHBIM y4aCTOK JOPOTH.

Kabnyuku 4epHHBIX Ty(deas TyXo CTy4asld 10 KaMEeHHBIM IIJTUTaM, ¥ II0YeMYy-TO 3TOT 3BYK IIyrar,
HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO [Ba HEM3MEHHBIX OXPaHHMKA IIIJIK CjiemoM. BHe3anHo Ha nmyTu KaTapuHb
IIOSIBUJIAaCh TeMHas GUTypa, B YUePHOM, CTOJIb K€ HEeJOPOTroM, KaK U Y Hee IIjalle.

IeBylIKa UCITyTaHHO BCKPUKHYJIA, IPUKAB PYKHU K TPYOH, HO YKe B CIefyiollee MI'HOBEHUE C
obneryeHreM BHIIOXHYa. HeTpyaHo OBIIO OTafAaThCS KTO 3TO, YYUTHIBas, YTO XapaH yOexkan.

— 4H, BB Hamyranu MeHsi, — KaTu THEBHO IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha MyKYKHY, ITBITAsICh MIOHSTh, KAaXeTCs e,
uu XaCCHSTH HEMHOT0 HUKe POCTOM CTajl, — B JII0OOM CiTy4dae, s IIPOIIY Bac CETONHS OCTaBUTh MEHS
B IIOKO€.

Peak1uelt Ha ee cjioBa OBITIO yrpoxKalollee MondaHre. KaTaprHa HeBO3MYTHUMO I10KaJjia IyiedaMu U
MIOMBITaIach 0OOUTH CBOE HeTaJaHHOE MPEIsTCTBUE.

Bce Tak ke Mo4a, MyXK4YMHa BHOBb ITPerpafinyl JOPOT'Y, ¥ e[IBa OHa IIOIbITajach CHOBa 000UTH €ro,
ITOBTOPHUJI MaHEBP.

— YT0 MpouCXoauT? — BO3MYTHUJIACh pa3rHeBaHHas AeByIIKa. — Brl 3a0biiv 0 cBoeM obelanuu? Y
MeHS CerofHs OBl CJIOXKHBIM [IeHb, TPOIIY Bac, MO3BOJIbTE MHE BEPHYTHCS JOMON!

MyKurHa B OTBET HEOMPENEIEHHO XMBIKHYJI, a B CIIEAyIOlllee MTHOBEHUE, CXBAaTHB €€ 3a IIJIeY0,
TIOTAIU B HEOCBEILEHHHIH mepeyiok. OmapalieHHas momoOHoM HariocThio, KaTapuHa BIiemunach B
ero PYKY, CTPEMSICh Pa3XKaTh HaJbIIH H... 3aMepa. OHa 3Hasa 9TH PyKu! DTH MaJIbIEl, KOTOPEE
MOTJIH OBITH HEXKHEIME M XKECTOKHMH, U 9TH MYCKYJIE], KOTOPEIE Ka3aJIuCh TBEPALIMY TOTOOHO
KaMHIO...

— PaHaBepH... — IIPOIIeIiTalda UCIIYyTaHHAd JEeBYIIIKa. B oTBeT nmuilh TUXUH, TOIHBIN T'PyCTH CMeEX.
CnemoM ImOCIBIIIANCS IIpHUKa3:

— OXpaHHI/IKOB HE Y6I/IBaTI:>, OHHU IIOATBEPHOAT, YTO 3TO OBLI I/IMHepaTOp!
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KaTu He BUmena TeX, KTO BHIIIOJIHUII IIOBEIEHNE X031Ha, HO B TOM YTO UX OB17I0 OOJIBIIIE UEM €€
OXPAaHHHUKOB, YK€ HEe COMHEBAJIACh.

A KHSI13b KPENKO OOHSII JEBYIIKY, CIIOBHO ITBITAJICS BXKaTh B Ce04...

— KaTapuHa, — 3TOT IOJIHBIYA OTYASHUS CTOH, Ka3aJioCh, OTPA3MUJICS OT CTeH TUXUM «KaTu», —
KaTapuna, TH ke Mos xKeHa! Mosi, Kataputa, nepen 6orom u miogbMu! ThI laBana MHE KIISTBH
BEPHOCTH, THI o0elrana Bcerga ObITh psmoM... [IoueMy TH He BepHYJachk? IloyemMy He OTOIIIA OT
narepsi, s Mor 0wl ciacTtu Te0s? [Touemy, Katu?

— f mymana o Bo3BpalueHuu, — npolentana Katapuaa. — HecMOTps HU Ha 4TO, 1 gyMasa o
BO3BpAIEHUY U3 YyBCTBA JOITA... HO... TH AaJl IOHATH, YTO II0CJIe IIPOU30IIEeIIero s cTana UMb
II030POM.

PaHaBepH pa3xkai 00bsAThs, CXBATUB 3a IIJIEYH, HECUTBHO BCTPSIXHYI ¥ YIUBIEHHO IMEPEeCIPOCHUIT:
— Yto?
Katapuna rpycTHO yibIOHYIACh, TOHKUMAS, YTO OH BCe PAaBHO Teleph YObET ee, Y4eCTHO OTBETHUIA:

— 4 npoBena HOYb ¢ [lapuaHoM... BCET0 OfHY, HO oHa Onina, PanaBepH! A AnuccuH, Ta ATUCCUH
KOTOPYIO THI TAaK HEHABUOUIID U... U €CTh 3a YTO, OHA He IIPUKOCHYJIACh KO MHE, IIOTOMY 4TO f 3TOT0
He xoTesa. Ho Thl HUKOI[ja HU4ero He NpoIiaemis 1 He 3a0bIBaelllb, ¥ Ta CTpeJia ToKasasa, 4To A
MeHS HeT IyTu 00paTHO.

— Kakast cTpena? — CHexXHBbIM 6apc TPSIXHYN ee cCHOBa. — Kakas ctpeina, Karapuna?

— TBOSI, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUJIA [EBYIIKa, — TBOSI C YePHEIM onepeHueM! Ta, 4TO IUIIL BOJIEN Cydast
He youna MeHs!

— O yeMm TBI? — PaH onycTtun pyku. — f HUKorga He ctpensn B Tebs, Katapuna! Y Korga s cTpensiio,
CTpeJia BCerga momagaeT B 1enb! S He mpomaxuBaioch, KaTu, 00 9TOM 3HAET KaxKIblii!

Katu He moria BUAETH €0 I'Jla3 B TEMHOTE, HE MOTIJIa 1 TIIOBEPHUTEL B CKa3aHHOE...

— PaH, 3T0 OBl/Ta TBOSI CTPEJIA... KX HEBO3MOXKHO CITyTaTh HU C OMHOH M3 APYTHUX. S CTOIBKO pa3
roMoraja Tebe CHUMAaTh KOJTYaH, g... He MorJia OIMuOuTsCA... U...

— W uto, KaTapuHa? — KHS3b IIPOCTOHAJ, IOJOKASA K CTEHE, IPUCIOHUICS CIIMHOM, TPOCTOHAT
BHOBb. — AJIMCCHH... TBAph!

Katu He MorJia mOHSTH ero... u AnuccuH. OHa He cojiraja OBIBIIEMY CYIIPYTy — IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK
IapuaH pacckasall 4To MaMhbl ¥ Onu3sl 6obie HeT B [llappaTace, OHa OeWCTBUTEILHO AyMaJja O
BO3BpalleHuH. [la ¥ YTO ellle MOTJIa IPeANPUHATh OHA, KHATUHS ApHap, KpoMe Kak BepHyThcs. Ho Ta
CTpesia, KOTopasi JIAIIL YyOOM He IIollaja B Hee, ITOJI0KUIIa KOHell JTI0OBIM COMHEHUSIM. MeMJIeHHO
Kartu nopgouna 6nuxe, 1 Pan HexkKHO 0OHST ee, HAaTHYBIIKCh, BOOXHYJI 3allaX ee BOJIOC, ¥ e[Ba
CJIBIIIIHO ITPOU3HEC:

— Kaxpbiii meHb, MPOCHIIasCch YTPOM, ST TOBOPUI cebe: «Ceromus s1 0ymy HeXKHBIM U OOOPHIM C MOe#
Karapunoii»... U s ctapancs, s 04eHb cTapascs... MHe X0Ten0Ch, YTOOH THl CMOTPesIa Ha MeHS Kak
paHblie, YTOOH TBOU T'Jla3a CBETHIMCH OT CHACThS, a THL... yracaja KakK 3aTyxamlee I1aMs C
KaxaeIiM gHeM. U s 3Ha10, 4TO BUHOBAT caM, HO, KaTapuHa... 9T0 culbHee MeHs. Tkl X04eIlb
HEXHOCTH, a S CTPACTH. THI XKOeIh TPU3HAHUY B TI00BY, S MOMYNHEHUS U BHIITOITHEHUS CBOUX

IIpaBo Ha cyacthe (CH) 43 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

XKemnauui... Ho TH He Keaellb IOHSATh, YTO OOJI2KHa JeJjIaTh My2Ka CYaCTIUBBIM!
Katu YyTh OTCTPAHUIIACh U TUXO CIIPOCHUIIA:

— Heyxenu g5 Toro, 4To0bl OBITH CUACTIMBEIM, THI JOJIKEH OBLJI le/laTh HeCYaCcTHOU MeHs? Th
yIIpeKas 3a To, B 4eM He Obsio Moeli BuHb! Thl TpeGoBas TOTO, Ha YTO ... HE MOTJIa COTJIACUTHCH. ..
ToI HacummoBas, HO He 00U, [JOAT XKeHbl TOBUHOBATLCSA MYXKY, HO pa3Be He JOIT Cynpyra JII00uThL 1
obeperaTh KeHy?

— Ho s mo6mio Te6s1, Kataputa, — PaH mopmascs Biiepef, 00XBATHII €€ JIUI0 JTafOHIMH, — S JII00JII0
TeOs, OOJIbIIe KU3HU, MUIas!

— Jlo6uirs HaCTONBKO, YTO CYUTAEIlb ce0s BIIpaBe Ka3HUTh UM MUJIOBATh?
— 4 He cTpensan B Te0s1, KaTapruHa, — npopbiduan PaHaBepH.

— Bcnomuu cBou cnoBa, Pan, — mpomenrtana Katu, — u Ty HO4b, IIOCJIe KOTOPOU s HE MOTJIa BCTaTh
6onbiie Henenu! Benb T yaei0asncs, PaHaBepH, Thl ObIJT 4OBOJIEH, BOMBas B MEHs CBOE IIPaBo, U AJI
Te0s1 He UMeJIo 3HAYEeHHUs, UTO 51 Kpuuy oT 60!

OH B3[POTHYJI ¥ OTIIYCTHUII €€, C Y2KAaCOM BCIIOMUHAS COTESIHHOE. ..

— KaTtapuHna, — pe3Ko CXBaTUB, BHOBb 00HSIJI, MPUkKaJ K cebe Tak, YTO He OBIJI0 BO3MOXKHOCTH
BOOXHYTh, — BCe U3MeHuTCs, Katu. Mul BepHeMcs B [aopy, y Tebst OymeT CBOsI CIlalbHs, KaK T U
XOTeJa, ¥ IPaBO 3alepeTh IBEPH, €CJIU Thl He T0XKeJIaelllb BEIIOMHUTh CYIPYyKeCcKu nonr. U s 6yny
HexeH, KaTu, s 0yqy caMbIM HEXXKHBIM U3 MYyXKeil, MUJTas.

— Kak [0o71ro? — oHa BBITEPJIa HEIIPOIIEeHbIEe ClIe3bl, YyTh OTCTPaHUBIIKUCEH OT ApHapa, — Kak gonro,
PanaBepH? [leHb, IBa, BO3MOXKHO 4yThb HOJIbIIE, a Hasnbline? CHoBa yrnpeku? CHoBa 60/b U TBOE
HacJlaxpaeHue? M TBoe IIpaBo MyXKa Ha KU3Hb XKeHHI? Thl He u3aMenulibcd, Pan! Tel HUKOTja He
M3MEeHUIIbCS, Th 3Beph! W dyxkas 607k TBOE caMoe ClafKoe yIOBOJIbCTBHE! BO3MOXKHO, TH TIOOUIIIL
MeHsI, HO 51 He B CHUJIaX... faXKe MPeACcTaBUTh ce0s BHOBb B PONOBOM 3aMKe ApHap...

— KartapuHa, s He B cUIax IIPeCTaBUTD XXKU3Hb 6e3 TebS...

— PaH, a s He B cunax OHITE ¢ TOOOM... f Bepuina Tebe, s MCKajla TBOEH 3allUTH, pafgu Tebs s
HapYIIWIa MPUKa3 OTIA, a THL... THl YOUII BO MHE BepYy B CHACThE. — OHA BHITEPJIA CJIe3hl BHOBL, — 1
TaK X0Teja ObITh CYACTIMBOM, OBITh MAaTEPBIO, OBITH YBazKae€MOM CYIPYToH... a TH 0Opaliaacs co
MHO¥M xyxKe [JapuaHa, U3BOs yIIpeKaMu U IPUYKHSIS 060/Ib, Ha KOTOPYIO ©MeJI ITpaBo!

— OTHbIHE BCce OymeT nHayve!

— Hert, Pan. — Katu 0TTONKHY/Ia €ro u oTola. — Eciu xkenaemb, yoeil MeHs, COIPOTUBIATHLCS U
3BaTh Ha MTOMOIIb g He O6yay, HO 51 He BepHYCh B ['aopy, 5 He OyOy TBOeH KeHOM... He 0 T0J0o0HOM 5
MeuTasa, He mogo0Hoe I'Pe3uoch MHE Iepefl aJTapeM, He IyMasa 5, 4To 6pak o6epHeTCs
yHUXKeHueM U 6051b10... Thl pacToOnTan MOM 4yBCTBa, PaHaBepH.

— A ObIIM JTM OHH... 3T YYBCTBA? — KHS3b C TPYCTHIO B3UPAs Ha XPYIKYIO AeByLIKy. — Korga-To MHe
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO THI MO0 MeHs, Katu, a ceiivyac g moHUMaIO... He mobumna. Hu emUuHON MUHYTHL.
Iaxe B Ty IIepBYyI0 HalIy ¢ TOOOM HOYb...

OH paccMmesincsi, 37bIM, HeeCTeCTBEHHBIM, TOPLKUM CMEXOM U TaK XKe Pe3K0 IIpPepBall ero.
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A mocre:
— KartapuHa, s He Oyny Te6s1 yOuBaTh, — IedalbHO IIpou3HeC ApHap, — HO U OTIYCTUTH HE B CHJIaX...
— 4 He moiiny ¢ To6oM, PaH, — THX0 OTBETHIIAa AEBYIIKA.

— §1 oco3Han 3T0, — PaHaBepH BHOBL HAOGPOCHII KAITIOIIOH, CKPEIBast 0€JI0CHEKHEIE BOJIOCH, — H
Ipocuth 6onee He Gymy...

— W... TH ylifems? — HegoBepuyuBo cpocuna Karu.

— IIa, KaTapuHa, — OH CTPEMUTEILHO MPUOIU3UIICS ¥ HEKHO I0IeJIoBajl, — 5 YUAY, — JaCKOBO
TIOTJIafUII ee ee IeKe, — HO ¢ ToOoM!

Y oH ymapwui ee... BHOBb... Ha 3TOT pa3 pe3kuM, pyOsiiuM yaapoM IIo 11ee. A efiBa AeBYyIIKa B €70
pykax o0MsiKJia, IOTepsiB CO3HaHKNeE, PaHaBepH JIerkKo IOAXBATHUII €€, TIEPEKUHYIT Yepes IIJIed0 U
HECIIeIIHO HallpaBUJICA [10 TEMHOMY IIPOYJIKY. 3a IOBOPOTOM K HEMY IIPUCOEAUHUIIOCE ellle YeTBEPO
MYK4YHUH, B MOJTYaHUYU OHU IIOKUHYJIU TOPOL.

X X X

Bopa... Kannu Bopsl, BEI3bIBas CTpaHHOE pa3fgpakeHue U BO CHe, CO 3BOHOM ITafjasiy I'Tie-TO PSALOM.
KaTapvHa MOTSHYIACk, TEITAsICh BCTATh, ¥ BCKPUKHYJIA — €€ IIel0 MIOTHO 00XBAThIBAI OIIEHHUK!
IeByIIKa CyqopoxKHO 00XBaTHUIa pyKaMu TOJICTHIHM peMeHb, C yKacoM oOHapykKuila IPUCTETHYTYIO K
OILIENHUKY IIellb, ¥ CO CTOHOM BHOBB JIeTJla Ha XKeCTKYI0 nocTeb. OT cTpaxa TPSICIUChH PYKH, & MBICTTH
CYOOPOKHO METaJIMCh, BCIOMUHAS Pa3roBOP B TEMHOM IIPOYJIKE...

— O, npecBeTbIi, — IpPOoCTOHaNa KaTapuHa, — 3a Kakue IperpeleHus Thl CTOJb JKeCTOK CO MHOU?

BHe3aIHo MOC/IEIIANUCE Iary, 1 KaTu 3aMeTwsIa OTHaleHHoe MISTHO CBeTa B KpOMeIHOH mrie. Ee
MYYHTEb HETOPOIUIMBO IPHOINKAJICS, ¥ JeBYIIKa YCTAl0 3aKphljia I'1a3a, IOHUMas, YTO
6eCI01e3H0 MPOCKUTH O IOIIafe.

CupoTnuBO CKPHUIIHYJIA PellleTKa, BLIHYKIAs BCe XKe B3TJISIHYTh Ha Bomreniero. Ho ero nuia
KatapuHna He yBUfela, a CBe4y MyK4YKHA II0JI0KHUJT Ha Y3KUH CTOJI, ¥ TeIeph, NEBYIIKa pa3nuyana
JIUIIH CUIY3T B TEMHOM ILTallle.

OHa X0Tejia CKa3aThb MHOTO€, HO... CIIa3M CIaBUJI TOPJIO CUJIbHEe OIeHHUKA, CJIe3kl, 3aCThUIN B
r7a3ax, CJIOBHO 0CO3HaBas coOOCTBeHHOe Oeccuiue 4To-Tu00 U3MeHUTk... U KaTu oTBepHYyach K
CTeHe, He XKejlas BUeTh HeKOTra JTI00MMOro YeJI0BeKa, CTABIIEro IIPOCTO eIe OMHUM 3BEepPEeM.

My}K‘-II/IHa OCTAaHOBHIJICA BO3Jie HE€, HAaTy2KHO 3aCKpHUIIeJla KPDOBATh, IDUHAUMAA OOTIOTHUTENBbHLIN BEC,
XOJIOA IIPOIIeJICAd II0 HOT'aM, 0CBOOOXKIEHHEIM OT IIOKPOBa 1000K.

KaTty BCXITUIIHYTIA, U BCE Ke IIPOU3HECTIa:
— 4 Oyny HeHaBUAETh TEOS BCIO XKU3HB!

MyzkcKasi pyKa J1aCKOBO IIOTJIafinjia ee HOTH, 3aTeM IOJHSAIACh BBEPX, HEXKHO KOCHYJIaCh CBOOOIHOM
OT YyJIOK KOXH... KaTaputa B3pporyyna! 3To He ObUIM U3HEKEHHEIE BHEIIHE, HO CTOJIb CUJIbHEIE
pyku KHA35 ApHapa! Tenble, UPOKYE JTaflOHY, YyTh LIEpIIaBLle, U TaKUe JIaCKOBEIE... M meByliKa
YOUBJIEHUEM BLIIOXHYJIA:

— du!
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— I'me? — MIHOBEHHO OTO3BaJICS KUMIIEPATOp, a B CIIeAyIolllee MTHOBEHUE OHA OIIyTHUIIa ero TyOwl TaM,
r7ie Io 3Toro GBIna pyKa.

On OCTOPO2KHO 1 HE2KHO ITOKPHIBAJI ITIOLEJIysIMU €€ oOHaxXeHHOe Genpo, COBEPILIEHHO HE CMYIIasiChk HU
00CTaHOBKOH, HY TE€M, YTO HMHKOTHUTO OBIJIO PAaCKpPEHITO.

— OTmycTuTe MeHsI HeMeMJIeHHO! — Bo3MyTunach KarapuHa, yke 3a0BIB 0 CTpaxe.
Tuxuii cMex, U SI3BUTEIbHOE:
— BapuaHT ¢ «HEeHABUMETh BCIO XKU3Hb» B MAaHHKIM MOMEHT MEHS IIPUBJIEKAET OOJIbIIe.

— B#I, BeL... — KaTu Bckouwmia, oT6exasa OT KPOBAaTH U TOJILKO Celyac IMOHSA, YTO Ielb He
3aKperieHa, ¥ ee KoHell cBOOOgHO OonTaeTcs y HOT. — BrIl..

ViMmepaTop XMBIKHYJI, ¥ TIOBaJIUJICS Ha ITOCTENTb, OTJIaliasi X0X0TOM Iofi3eMelibe. KaTapuHa, yxe
OCO3HABIIIAs, Yei 9TO OBIJT PO3BITPHIIL, TIOCIENTHO 00CIeN0Baa OIEHHUK BHOBb 1, HAUOST 3aCTEXKKY,
TOPOILJIMBO OTIEMHUIA YKPAIleHNe, SIBHO OCTABIIEECsS e 10 HAaCJIeICTBY OT XapaHa... 3alax 3Bepioru
OHa OIpefie/IeHHO pa3Iuyuia.

— 4 Te6s1 yObi0! — KpuK B36eueHHOM KaTapuHE IEPEKPHLT €T0 10 HEIPUIUYUS TPOMKUY CMeX.

Ho kpukoM feByIIKa HE OrpaHMYUIach ¥ HaOpoCcHUIach Ha ITPOMOIKAIOIIETr0 X0X0TaTh fAHa, C SBHOU
1eJIbI0 TPUAYIIHTE. OH ITO3BOJIMII € 00XBATUTH CBOIO IIEI0 PYKAaMH, fazKe ITO3BOJIMI HEMHOTO
IIOCXKHMaTh, HO 3aTEM, PE3KO IOTSIHYB, VI0XKUI ee Ha ce0s. KaTu, ¢ ee MUHHATIOPHBIM POCTOM, TaK
OpPraHWYHO YMECTHJIAaCh Ha HEM, YTO XaCCHUSH BeChbMa MOBOJILHO YCMEXHYJICS, 0CO3HAB KaKyi0 CBOOOIY
7S TeMCTBUH 3aII0Iy4YUs B IONOOHOM ee MOJI0KEHUM, 00HSIIT HeBYIIKY, W, TPOOOJIKasi TOCMEUBAThHCS,
TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— W kakK B Ballly IIpeJieCTHYIO TO0BKY, Tegu KaTaprHa, 3abpanach CTOIL KpaMOJIbHAs MBICIIL O TOM,
YTO 51 MOTY IIO3BOJIUTH BCSIKUM... KHI3bsIM, BaC y MEHS OTHSTDH?

OHa HaxXMypHUJIach, U, He YOEPKaBIIKUCh, fAH moIiesoBan 00MKEeHHYI0 OeBYIIKY, J0XKAaCs, IToKa
o0ua CMEHUTCSI BHOBb THEBOM, TEIIEPH IT0 MMOBOAY 3aTSHYBIIETOCS TOLENTYS U IIPOMOIIXKUI yKe
CEepPBE3HO:

— Tebe cnepmoBao moxpaTthcs MeHsd ¥ PaeHnepa, Katapuna. Ho eciu yK TOBOPUTL OTKPOBEHHO — HeE
CJIe[IoBaJio MOKUOATh 0COOHSK BunneHckux! 3To ObIII0 HEBEPOSITHOM TTIYIOCTBIO C TBOEH CTOPOHEI,
0C0OeHHO YYUThIBasl yrpo3sl ApHapa!

Katu tsxkeno B3OOXHYJIa, BUHOBATO IIOCMOTPEJId Ha UMII€EPATOpPa, U €Ba CJIBIIIHO OTBETHIIA:
— MHe X0Tenock... Yy I€Kap4...

— Pa3Be ¢ MOel CTOPOHHI MPO3BYYajI0 XOTh CJIOBO TPOTUB? — y2Ke HECKOJIbKO Pa3gpakeHHO CIIPOCHUIT
Xaccusii. — Ho TOKUHYTH ero JoM, c6eKaB OT MEHs... BepX TIyIOoCTH!

YyTs cMyTUBIINCH, KaTaprHa 4eCTHO OTBETHUJIA:
— MHe He X0TenoCh Bac... BUIETh.

Ero PYKHU MeOJIEeHHO, HO YBEPEHHO MEPEMECTHUIINCE C TaJIUU YyTh HUZXKE. Katu B3OPOTHYyJIa, ¥ ITIOOHAB
BHHOBATEIE I'Ia3d Ha UMII€PATOPa, BO3SMYIIIEHHO CIIPDOCHIIA:
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— Yrt0 BHL... geaeTe?

BmecTo oTBeTa XacCusiH 4yTh-4yTh CXKall JlafoHu. B oTnuure oT KaTapuHbl OH ObT BO30YXK[EH, ellle ¢
TOTO CaMOTr0 IIOANMCAHUS OOTOBOPOB. M cmepkuBaTh ce0s1 CTaHOBUIIOCH BCe Oojiee 60Ie3HEHHO-
MY4UTEeJIbHO. 3HaTh, UTO TH UMeellb [IpaBo, U He CMeTh UM BOCIIOJIb30BaThCS — UCTHUHHAS IBITKA [JI
BITI00JIEHHOTO0 MYKYUHEL. [I7151 BITI06JIEHHOTO 10 6€3yMUs 3PejIoro MyKUMHEI, TaK U He [10XKeJIaBLIero
OBIIafIeTh MHOU KEHIIUHOM, C TOTO BOJIHYIOIIET0 IPUKIIIOUEHUS C MaCKOU B ajioM Iuiathe. UTo eMy
OpyTHe, eCNIU TOIBKO C Hel YIOUTEIbHOE YyBCTBO HACIaXIeHus, 3aCTaB/IsEeT Ceple 3aMupaTh OT
BocTopra? U ceruac, exka Ha XKeCTKOU IIOCTeNH, fH CMOTpesI Ha BO3MYILeHHOe JINYMKO KaTapuHsl,
TOU CaMOM, YTO HAWBHO YBEpOBaja B CBOIO BJIaCTh HaJ HUM, U TOHUMAJ, YTO 3TO OymeT ceiiyac u
Hel, mubo YyTh 103XKe U ¢ 10001 APYTOH, UTO IIOABEPHETCS B 3aMKe. Ho OH KeJas TONbKO
Katapuny, u HUKOT0 OOJIBIIIE. .

U ocraBasncs nuib Bonpoc «Kak?». Kak cuenaTh Tak, 4TOOB IOJTyYUTh JKejlaeMoe 3[eCh U ceifyac...
— M1 B [lapTane, — B3BelllnBas KaxkIoe CI0BO, IPOM3HEC XaCCUSH.

OH XKeJaj cKa3aTh, YTO 37IeCh UX He IIOTPEBO2KAT, HO IIOHUMAJI — Katu BOCIIPDHMET 3TO KakK yIpo3y.
Hawu m000e ero IercTBHe ceiyac, BEI30OBET B HEH JIUIIh CTpax U CTpeMJiIeHne cOexars...

—4d... HallyTrall Te0s1? — OH BHOBb Hauall IIOTJIa;KHUBATh ee CIINHY, 6e)1pa, HOT'H, IIPUCTAJIBHO T'JIAOA B
OT'POMHEIE KapPHe I'JIa3d.

— IIpekpatute! — norpebosana Katapusa.

— HperaTI/ITL 4T0? — IMaablbl OCTOPOZXKHO IMMOTAHYJIN TKAdHb, IIPUIIOOHNMAS €€ I-O6KI/I, HO COoBepIIasa
CTOJIb BOSMYTHUTEJIbHBIE JIefICTBPIﬂ, An IIPOAOJIZKaJl IIPUCTAJIBHO CMOTPETH B I''Ta3ad Katu, ¢ 4eCTHEIM
BEIPDazKE€HHEM Ha JIUIIE.

— YTO0 BHI nenaeTe? — BO3MYTHUJIACh OEBYIIIKA U IIOIIBEITAJIdCh BCTATh.

Ero nesasa PYKa M'HOBEHHO o0OHs1Ia Kper4e, IpaBad IIPOOOoJIzKalla IIPUIIOJHUMATE €€ 1506Ky, " BCKOpPe
CKOJIb3HYJIA II0 oOHaXXeHHOM KOXKe, Ha 66Hp0, YyTOOBI HAaYaTh OCTOPO2KHO — YCIIOKAMBaAKIIIue
KaCaHHus.

— A 4T0 g memnai? — YZ&Ke HECKOJIBKO XPHUIIJIBIM, HO BC€ TAKHUM 2K€ YECTHBIM I'OJIOCOM BOIIPOCHUII Ax.

— BEHI... — Hayana KaTapHHa, HO TYT €TI0 ITaJIBEIBEI OCTOPO2KHO CKOJIB3HYJIM MEXKOY €€ HOT', eIBa
KOCHYBIIXUCH TOT'O, YTO HEOXKHUITAHHO OTO3BAJIOCh CJIaJIKOM BOJTHOM HCTOMEL.

U XaccusH yneiOHyICS. [ToKa ele eqBa 3aMeTHO, HO yXKe IIPeBKYyIIaioIiee.

— He... — HavaJa [ieByLIKa, ¥ OH IPUKOCHYJICS CHOBA, HA CeH pa3, YyThb-4yTh YCUIUB HAXuM, 1 Katu
3a[0XHYJIaCh OT HAXJIBIHYBIIKMX OINYIIEHNWH, @ B CIEAYIOIIYI0 CeKYHIy €r0 PyKa BHOBB JIMIIIh
norjlaxkuBasa ee 6empa.

KaTaprHa cMOTpenia Ha UMIIeEpaTOpa OTPOMHBIMH, YyTh UCIYTaHHBIMY I'Jla3aMH, He IOHUMas, 4TO
IIPOUCXOIUT C HEH, C ee TeJIOM, C ee YyBCTBAMM. A COBCEM PSIIOM, TaK GJIM3KO MepIlaau TeMHEIE
rja3a XacCusHa, C MCKOPKaMU BeCeJIbs, C 3aBOpPaKUBaloIel TalHOM, KOTOPYIO, Ka3aloCh, 3HaJl
TOJILKO OH.

— Tak 4To 5 menan? — 4yTh XPUILJIO CIIPOCHUIT fH.
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OT ero ciI0BHO BI/I6pI/Ip}7IOUJ;el"O TroJioCa, 110 TEely HpOGG}KaHO KaKO0€e-TO CTPaHHOE OIIyIIeHHE...
IMPpEOBKYIIECHN A. KaTapHHa B3OPOTHYyJIa, IIPOAOJIZKasA BCe TdK K€ HEOTPEIBHO CMOTPETE HA HETO.

— 4 menaio Tak? — CUJIbHBIE IIAIbIEI BHOBh OCTOPO2KHO KOCHYJIMCH TOI'O, 9TO OBIIIO CKPEBITO JIMIIb
6eJ'IbeM, " 9yTh HaJaBUB, IIOTJIaOUIIN...

KaTapI/IHa 3aiepzxKalla ObIXaHHUeE.

— Wnu 51 menaio Tak? — [Ba Majiblla OCTOPOKHO CKOIBb3HYJIU 3a Kpay 6efibsi, mpobekanuch o
3aBHUTKaM BOJIOC ¥ BHOBb KOCHYJIMCH 3alIPETHOT'O0 MeCTa, Ha CEeX pa3 He MPUKPHITOTO TKAHBIO U B
TEMHOM KaMepe IoA3eMeNIbsl pa3fascs CTOH, KOTOphi KaTtu He cymMena HU clepXkaThb, HU 3aTJIyLIIUTh.

— A s ele MoTy cfienaTh TakK, — IpouienTan XaCCUsiH, U MO TKaHb OeNlbs CKOJIb3HYJIa yXKe BCS €T0
PYKa, HaKpHIBas OCTOPOXKHO, ¥ BMECTe C TeM HEMHOT'O BIACTHO.

OT oco3HaHusg IIPOUCXOOAIIETO KaTapI/IHa B3OPOrHYyJIa, BHOBG IIOITIBITAJIACh BCTATh, HO An yoepzxKall, 1
THUXO0 PaCCMEABIINCE, IIPOOOJIKaA BCE TaK XK€ CMOTPETE B €€ HEBEPOATHEIE I'JIa3a, ITPOIIenTarl:

— V¥V 3amKka [lapTaH nmoTpscamiuas UCTOPHUs, OOHA U3 TIOOMMENIITNX OISt MeHS. ..

[eBylKa 3aMepria, He TIOHUMas, 4ero oH nobuBaeTcs. IloToMy 4TO efiBa HayaB pacckas, UMIIepaTop
IIPEKPATHII BCSIKKE IBUXKEHUS PYKOH, HO OMHO TOJIBKO OIIyIIeHre ero O0IbIION TEMIOH PYKU TaM,
BBI3HIBAJIO CTPAHHOE YyBCTBO TOMUTEJIBHOTO ¥ BMECTE C TEM TaKOT'0 CJIafKOT0 OXupaHus. A XacCUsH,
B OTJIMYMe 0T KaTapuHEI IIPEeKpacHO BeOaBIINii, UTO OH [iejlaeT ¥ 3a4eM, IPONOJIKHUTI PaccKas,
HaMepeHHO I'OBOPS TUXUM, 4yTh IPUTJIYIIEHHEIM T'OJI0COM, 3Hasi, YTO OT 3TOro TeMOpa Oynet
BUOPUPOBATH U TEJIO JEBYIIKH, JieXKallleld Ha HEM.

— IIpucnymaicsi, — MOCOBETOBAJ OH, — U THl PACCIIBIIIUIIL TPOXOT BOJIH, Pa30MBAIOLINXCS O CKalbl.
JapTaH 3alIuIed CMEPTOHOCHEIMY CKaJlaMH C TPEeX CTOPOH... — er0 CPEOHUH Iajel] 0CTOPOKHO
IIPOHMK MEXIY I'yCTHIMU BOJIOCKAMM ¥ KOCHYJICS Tak, 4To KaTtu B3OPOTHYIa BCeM TeloM. A fAH
npoturenTtan: — [IPOHUKHYTH K KPETIOCTHA MOXKHO JIMIIb C MaTePHUKA, — OH MEeJJIEHHO IIPOBEJ BHOJb, U
CTPEMUTEJILHO BEPHYJICS K MECTY, OOHO MMPUKOCHOBEHKE K KOTOPOMY 3acTaBisiio KaTapuny
WCITBITHIBATh HOBYIO BOJIHY OCTPOTO YOOBOJLCTBUS, — HO KTO CKa3aJl, YTO IPOHUKHYB BIIyOb, — U €T0
majell 0CTOPOXKHO 9TO IPOAeai, — MPOTUBHUK HE BCTPETUT COMPOTUBIIEHUS.

KartapvHa, B 9TOT MOMEHT KaK pa3 coOMparoasicss BO3MYTUTCS, TaK BO3MYIIEHUEM U 3aI0XHYJIACh,
IIOTOMY YTO, OKa3aBILINCh B Hel, IH He cobuparncs 6e37meiCTBOBATh.

— Kpenkue CTeHBI, — IIPOIIEINTAT OH, OCTOPOXKHO MTOTJIaXKWBast €€ BHYTPU, — Y3KUH BXOM, — €r0
najiell ABUHYIICS TIy0xKe, — U yXKe He XBaTaeT JIIofel IS OaabHEeHIIero HaCTyIIeHUS. .
[TogkpemneHue ITPOCTO HEOOXOAUMO.

W BCcneq 3a ero cinoBaMu, K IMepBOMY IIaJIbly IIPUCOEOUHUTICSA BTOpOfI. KaTapI/IHa BHE3aIllHO OCO3HaJIa,
4YTO OPOZKHUT, ¥ 3Ta OPOXKDL HE CBA3dHd HU CO CTPAXOM, H C HETOOOBAHHUEM. nu IIpKU BCEM IIPpU I3TOM,
XaccusiH IIPOOOJIZKaJl BCE€ TaK 2Ke IIPHUCTAJIbHO U 3aBOPAXKHNBAIOIIEe CMOTPETE B €€ I'lla3a, U KaK
3aBOPOZKEHHAas OHa MOJIYa XKOaJla IIPOOOJIZKEeHH .

OH ynBIOHYICS, ¥ TTPOHOJIKHUIL.

— EcTb KpenocTu, — He MOKKUIAs 3aBOEBAHHOW TEPPUTOPUHU, SIH BEPHYJICS K YYBCTBEHHEIM,
BLI3BIBAIOIIIMM TO 03HO0, TO IPUJIMB 2Kapa MPUKOCHOBEHMSIM, — KOTOPEIE HEBO3MOKHO 3aBOeBaTh. 1
TOTr'Za, OCTAETCS JIUIIL OOUH CII0CO0...
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Ero nmeBast pyKa COCKOJIb3HYJIa C ee TaJluy, 9yTh CXKajla, a 3aTEM OH OCTOPOKHO CIBUHYII HEBYILIKY
BhIIIE, ¥ KaTH CKBO3b IPOXOT COOCTBEHHOTO CEP/lla, YCIIbIIIana, KaK 3BIKHYIa MPSIKKa
paccTeruBaeMoro peMHsI... HO MPUHSTh KaKue-mubo Mepsl XaCCUSH el He ITO3BOJIUIL.

— 3Haelb, KaKoi crmoco6? — IIpOLieIITall OH, BO3BPAlllad €€ Ha IIPeXXKHee MeCTO.

— He... — nHauyana Katu, 1 ocekyacsh, OLIyTUB KakK OCTOPOXKHO, e[IBa KacasiCh, OH IPUTPOHYJICS K Hel
COBCEM MHOU YacCThIO Tejla, HeXeJlu pykKa.

— HY}KHO 6eCH.IYMHO, elIBa 3aMETHO HOJIOGpaTBCH K KPEeIIOCTH, — U BCE€ 3TO OH IIPOOEJIbIBAJI
OOHOBPEMEHHO C IIPOM3HECEHNEM, — COPBATh IIOKPOBEI, — €€ Oemnne C €liBa CJIBINIHBIM TPECKOM
PBaioCk 1104 €ro IalbllaMi, — 1 OY€Hb OCTOPO2KHO, — JIeBad PYKa BHOBE JIETJIA Ha €€ TaJIhl0, YYTh
OIIyCKadA ONeBYLUIKY BOOJIb CUJIIBHOTO, HATAHYTOI'O KaK CTPYHA TeJla, — COBEPIIUTE HEBEPOSATHOE...

W manbIbl yCTYIUIM MECTO TOMY, YTO TaK JKaXK[aJsio OBJIAfIETh ee TeJIOM, HO IPUHUKHYB K ee Telny, fAH
0CTAaJICSI Ha BXOfle, He CTPEMSICh BOPBAThCSI €QUHBIM CHUJIBHBIM ITOPLIBOM.

— Bol... — mpomenTana KaTu, mbiTasch BEPHYTh CIOCOOHOCTh TOBOPUTD U B TO K€ BPEMS 3afIbIXasiCh
OT HaXJILIHYBIIKUX YYBCTB, BHI...

OH yneIOHYICS, efBa 3aMETHO, ¥ ITPOHOJIKIII:

— HyXHO coBepmuTh HEBEPOSATHOE, KaTaprHa... — OCTOPOKHO BXOfs B €€ TeJo, IpolnenTan A1, —
HY2KHO CHIaThCSI 9TOW CaMOM KPEIOoCTH... — ¥ OH (PaKTU4YeCKH ycagun ee Ha ce0s, 3aIllOIHSS [0
OCHOBAHUS.

KaTu eqBa geimana... ¥ OT 0CO3HAHUS IIPOUCXOOAIIEro, U OT OIIYILIeHU!, X OT BO3MYIIEHHUS, U CaMOe
HEBEPOSITHOE — OT TOTO0, UTO CJIUBIINCE C €e TeJIoM, XacCusH 6oyiee He IPeAIpUHIMalT HUKaKUX
OeucTBUM. BEIT OH, HATTOJTHEHHbIHM XKelaHNEeM B Hel, ObIM er0o PYKH, Jiexalie Ha ee Oegpax, 1 Obin
€ro 4yTh 3aTYMaHEHHbIH CTPACThIO B3TJISA[, A ellle yIbl0ka — HeBepPOsiTHAs, YyTh PAgOCTHAs, ¥ TaKas
JyKaBas... HO IeMCTBUY HUKAKUX He Obio. OH Jaxe He IIeBeJTUICS.

M HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi B TEMHOM KaMepe CIIBIIIAJICS JIUIIh TPECK CBEeYH, la Te CaMhble OYIIyIoIue
BOJIHEI, TPOXOUYIIKE TTIe-TO TaM, Boajeke. KaTu TsKeJo Ablllana, HalpsKeHHO TSSO Ha TOTO, KTO
KAl ee PeaKIluu.

— HpaButcsa? — ero romoc, Ka3anoch, IPOHUKAI B €€ CEPAILIE.

— 4... — oHa cbuack, He 3Has, YTO CKA3aTh.

— CBepxy, — IpoImienTan XaCCUsH, U IPUIIOIHSB, BHOBb OIIYCTHII €€ Ha ce0s.

9T0 OBINIO TaK SIPKO, TaK OCTPO-YIOUTEBLHO, TaK YYBCTBEHHO ¥ BMECTE C TeM HEBEPOSTHO.

— TTompoOy# caMa, — MSITKO IIOCOBETOBAN f1H, OMHY PYKY OCTaBHB Ha ee Gempe, a BOT BTOPOH,
TIPOHMK TIOM 100KY BHOBH OCTOPOZKHO KacasiCh ee Haubojee YyBCTBUTEILHOTO MECTa.

KaTapHHa M30THYIaCh, 3aCTOHAJIA, CHA4Yalla IIOYTHU MYYUTEJIbHO, CKBO3b CXKATHIE 3}/'6]31, HO BCKOpPE 3TO
yYXe OBLIIM MCIIOJIHEHHEIE HaCllaXOEeHnA CTOHBI, KOTOPEI€ OHA HE MOT'JIa, X HE XKeJlaJla COHePXKHNBATh...

— BBepx, — fH 0CTOPOKHO HaIpaBuJl ee, — BOT Tak. Tebe HpaBUTCA?

OTBeTa OH He X7MaJ, la OTBET 1 He TpeboBasics — XaCCHUSIHY 0TBeYasio ee Telo, ee IPUOTKPHITHE
ry0Onl, ee cOUBaloIIEeCs OhIXaHKe, ee TPUKPHITEIE OT HACTaXAeHU Ta3a...
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Ho rnaps Ha CBOIO IIpeNieCTHYI0 Hae3OHUIy, OH BAPYT C YOUBIEHUEM 0CO3HaJl HEBEPOSTHOE — ee
YIOBOJIbCTBUE, €€ HaclaXkeHre, ee YyBCTBa, IOYEMY-TO OKa3aaucCh 3HAUUTEILHO BaXHEe, UYEM €0
cob6cTBenHble. Ceftyac HEOOXOOMMOCTh CIePKUBATLCS MPUYNHSINIA GaKTUYeCcKu 60/, HO ONUH ee
CTOH, 1 XaccustH OblJI TOTOB ¥ Hasbllle MOaBIATh pacTyllee Bo30yxKIeHNe, yKe HaCTOMYNBO
TpeObylolee pa3psagKi. ..

— 4H, — ee MOMNYIIENOT, MIOJYCTOH U OH HaYKWHAET JIacKaTh ee 4yTh OBICTPee, OIIyIlas, Kak
CKMMAaIOTCSI MBILIITE HaXOAsAIleiics Ha IpaHu JeByIIKA. — fAH... dH...

— Trl Tak 602K€CTBEHHO ITPOU3HOCHUIIIL MOE UMS, — IIPOIIenTan XacCusH.

Yneibka TpOHYJIa HeXKHEIE TYOH, a cliemyolnee MrHOBeHre KaTapruHa U30THYIAaCh, ee TeJo
HATPSATIIOCh ¥ BOCTOP2KEHHKIM, UCIIOTHEHHBIN HaCIaXKIeHUS KPUK «SIH» OTJIaCUi BCE MOA3EMENbe U
TOJIBKO TOTMIa OH faj cebe BOJIIO, CTPEMHUTEIILHO ¥ PE3K0 Pa3 3a Pa30M BPHIBASICh B €€ TeJI0, YTOOR
II0CJIe0BATh 3a Hel B Ty IPaHb MUPO3[aHuUs, YTO ITO3BOJISIET BIIIOOIEHHEIM U JTFOOSIINM BOCIIAPUTh
HaJl MUPOM...

O6eccunenHasi KatapruHa nexkamna Ha COOCTBEHHOM IIOBeNIUTENIE, IPHUCIYIIHNBAsACh K OMEHUIO0 ero
cepaua. Mctoma, ciamkasi u Teljas OXBaThIBajla BCE €€ TEJI0, U YKe He XO0TeJIOCh JyMaTh HU 0 YeM
COBEPIIEHHO HY pPa3Be YTO O KPEIIOCTH.

— n?

— Mm?

— 9TO... TO, YTO THI AeJaj, 9TO...
— Tebe moHpPaBUIOCH?

— Ha.

— K uemy Torma MopasnbHBIE TeP3aHUSA? — OH YyTh MIPUIIOTHSII F'OJIOBY, OCTOPOXKHO IOLIEJI0OBA
CKJIOHEHHYIO Ha eT0 TPynb TOJIOBKY U fo0aBuil. — [lyMaro, HaM CTOUT IOKUHYTh 3TO MpayHOe
TIO[3eMeJIbe.

He moxmaBInuch ee 0TBeTa, SIH MOTHSIICS U IPOTSHYI PYKY, ToMorasi BcTaTh ¥ KaTtapuse. Bce Tak
JKe epKa 3a PyKy, UMIIepaTop IPOBeJI ee II0 JIECTHHULIAM U [IePEXOaM, U CIeAyomas IeCTHUIA
TI0Ka3ajach KatapuHe cMyTHO 3HaKOMOH.

— Mm peiicTBuTenbHO B [lapTaHe? — crpocuna KatapuHa.

— IIa, moporasi, — fIH TOJMKHYJI OKOBAHHYIO 3KeJIe30M [IBePb, MPOIMycKas KaTu B FOCTHHYIO C SIPKO-
IBITAIOIIMM KAMUHOM, — MBI B TBOEM 3aMKe.

— OH He MOH...

— TBou, — HEBO3MYTHMO O0TO3BaAJICA UMIIEPATOD, — TBOH TIO IIpaBy u HepefmeT K TBOUM [OETAM, I10
IIpaBy HaCJIeAOBaHU .

— Y Hac GYJIYT netu? — PE3KO OCTAaHOBUBIIKUCH, ITEPECIIPOCHUIIA KaTapI/IHa.

— BynyT, — yBepeHHO OTBeTU f1H, — [0XKamy#... Tpoe, UK 4eTBepOo... BO3MOXKHO... u g 6onee 4eM
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YBEPEH, 9YTO OJWH M3 HAIllUX CBHIHOBEU 6YI[eT IIPAaBUTL B Partacce.

Katu Tak u 3aMepia. HecMOTpsl Ha Tpou30Iefiiee TOJIbKO YTO, faxke IOTyMaTh O JeTsX, el OblIo
CTpALIHO...

— Y10 He Tak? — 0T XaccUsiHa He YKPBUIOCh HU €€ BO3MYyIleHUe, HU HalpsaKeHue.

— [leTu... — oHa HEPBHO CTJIOTHYJA. — ... MOTy 3a6epeMeHeTh?

OH paccMesinics, u 0OHSB ee 3a IJIeYd, CKJIOHUICS K aKKypaTHOMY YIIKY, YTOOH IPOLIENTaTh:
— 4 maxke pacCUuTHIBAIO Ha 3TO.

KaTapuna B30porHysia, CTPEMUTEIIBHO BEIPBaJlaCh, BO3MYIIIEHHO B3Upasi Ha Hero.

— 00 aTOM He ObIJI0 YIIOMSHYTO B JOTOBOPE, — C pa3fgpakeHueM, IIPOU3HeCa AeBYIIKa.

[ToxaB nnedyamu, AH IIpomien 1 CeJl B KPeCJlo y KaMHHa. Ee cnoBa, Kak u ee peakKnysa HeOXKUIOAaHHO
OKa3aJIuCh KpaﬁHe HEIIPpUATHBIMHA. Ho on CoepzxKaJiCd.

3agyMuuBO TS0 Ha OTOHb, IIPOKU3HEC:
— Ecnu xenaeub BEepHYTLCS AOMOM, BEIXOZ BOH 3@ TOX JBEPLIO.

KarapurHa nopomina K yKa3aHHOU [BepH, HO, y2Ke IIPUKOCHYBIIXACH K PyUKe, OCTaHOBUJIACH.
[ToBepHYyNack, TS Ha TOPAOTO UMIIEPATOPa, KOTOPHIH MPOIO0JIZKal CMOTPETh Ha OTOHb, CJIOBHO HE
3aMedasi ee yxofa... TONbKO PyKH, TaKie HEKHbBIE ¥ CUJIbHbIE OMHOBPEMEHHO, OBIJTU CXKATH B KYJIaK,
YyThb B3[ParuBaiouuil OT HANPSIKEHUS.

Y OwiBIIIAS 6ap0Hecca accep Bunnenckas TAXKeI0 B3MOXHYJIa, CHsJIA IIJIAll ¥ BEPHYJIAChk K HEMY.
OcTaHoBUIACH pAOOM, KdK 1 fH HeCKOIbKO MHHYT CMOTpP€JIa Ha OTrOHb.

— MHe cTpalllHO faXxe MoayMaTh 0 feTaX, — KaTu 1 caMa He MOrJjia IIOHSTh, IT0YeMy
onpaBabiBaeTcsa. — [locre BCero, 4YTo IPUILIOCH UCTIBITaTh MHE, CTPAILHO MPEACTaBUTh, YTO MOXKET
IPOU30UTH C 6e33alUTHEIM pe0EHKOM, B 9TOM XKeCTOKOM Mmupe. [leno He B Bac, fH...

OH ynBIOHYJICS, €IBa 3aMETHO, JIUIIE YToJIKaMu T'y0, MOTSHYBUIKNCE, 00XBATHII 3a Tanuio, 6e3 Tpyma
ycaul Ha KOJIeHH U, IPUXKaB K ce0e, Bce Tak xKe IPOMI0JIKaJl CMOTPETh Ha OTOHb.

— TpeBOKHO-My4YUTENTLHOE CYACThe, — BAPYT IIPOU3HEC XaCCHUSIH.
— Kak 3T0? — ynuBuiach OeBylIKa, ¥ CeB yHoOHee, TI0JI0KUIIa TOJIOBY Ha IIMPOKOE TIJIeYoO.
— Kak ceifyac, — OH ITOIIeJIOBAJI €€ BOJIOCH], — TPEBOXKHO-MYUYUTEJIbHOE CYACTEHE. ..

Ero manplibl CKOJIB3HYJIHU TI0 €€ PyKaM, Pa3BePHYB €€ JIafoIIKy, OH HeXKHO MOTJIa[u, BRI3EIBAS
HEBOJIbHYIO YIBEIOKY KaTapuHEI, JIUIIE IIOCJIE 3TOTO OH TUXO CITPOCHI:

— Ocranenibcs?
U oHa He cMoOrJIa OTBETUTH OTKa30M.

Cuactnusyto ynelOKy uMiiepaTopa, KataprHa He yBUZena, a OH... OH U He COMHEBAJICS B €€ OTBETE.
Ho komanpgy «Cupmerts, ellie paHO», IPOLOJIKaJ MBEICJIEHHO OTHlaBaTh CBOEMY TeJly, 3aTOHsS XKejlaHue
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TIOM JKeCTKUH KOHTPOJIb pa3yMa. Y cIipaBUBILIMCH C BHYTPEHHUM 3BEPEM, ITPOBET MajIbllaMy II0 ee
PYKe BBEDPX, YMEJIO 3aKUTasl OTOHb ee JKeJIaHUs — eMy ObLJI0 MaJio.

— 4H, — KaTapuHa B3APOTrHYyJa OT €T0 ABUKEHUS, — pa3Be y BaC HET [eTel OT APYTHX... TI0O0BHHUII?

— Hert, — ero masnblibl IEPEMECTUIIUCH K TECEMKaM KOpPCeTa, yMeJIO pa3Bs3alli Y3e/lIKU, — TaK
nyyime?

KaTu, HeCKOJIbKO BO3MYyIIEHHAsI eT0 JeHCTBUSIMH, II0CIIe 9TUX CJI0B HEBOJIBHO YIHIOHYIACh, TTy00KO
B3[OXHYJIa ¥ €[IBA CJIBILITHO OTBETHUIIA:

— Ha, 6)'[81"0)1&})1-0, OBIIATh OIIPEOEeJIEHHO JIETYeE.

— Hamr pa3roBop KOCHYJICSI MOUX NIPEXHUX CBS3EH... — eT0 PyKa CKOJIb3HYyJa B BEIPE3 IJIaThs, HO
enBa KaTapuHa mombITaack BO3MYTUTHCS, UMIIEPATOP IIPOHOJIKMII. — 51 He 3Kejal UMeTh
HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHHIX JeTedl. Mol Miamimuit 6paT He3aKOHHOPOKIOEHHEIH, U 51 TOCTATOYHO BHUIE
ero My4YeHUs B IeTCTBe, a U B JaJIbHeNIeM, YTOObl He YCBOUTDL ONHY UCTUHY — HAETH, POXKIEHHBIE
BHe Opaka, oOpedeHHl Ha... BeCbMa My4YUTEJIbHOE CyIIecTBOBaHUE. [loceMy Bce MOU XKEHIIUHEI,
BOJILHO MJIM He BOJILHO, IPMHUMAJH IIaMecc... K MoeMy UCKpeHHEMY COXKaJIeHUI0, Yallle BCero —
HEBOJILHO.

Karapuna, g0 rimyOuHBL OyILIN ITOpakeHHas ero OTKPOBEHKWEM, He Cpa3y IOHSsJa, YTO Telephb pykKa
MMIIEpaTOpPa BOJLTOTHO MOTJIAXKMBAET TO, UTO PaHee CKPHIBAJI KOPCET, HO €e BO3MYIIIEHUE BHOBb
ObLIIO IPEePBaHO €T0 PAcCKa3oM:

— PaHee 51 He 3aiyMbIBajICst 0 COOCTBEHHEIX feTsAX. Becerma 611 Xumaop, ¥ I OTHOCHUIICS K HEMY Kak
K POMHOMY CBIHY, He Pa3MBIIIISS O CYTH BOIpoca. A ceidac... — OH CKJIOHUJICS U MPUKOCHYJICS
rybaMu K TOMY, Y4eM CTOJIb He3aMeTHO 3aBJiafiefia ero pyka. — Celdac s TOHMMA, YTO XO4Y CBOUX
CBIHOBEH U [louepeii, X0Uy pacTUTb COOCTBEHHOE MPOMIOIKEHNE, U Thl, Ta eAUHCTBEHHAsI, KOT'0 OBl S
JKeJlal BUOeTh MaTepPhbio MOUX JIeTeH.

W ero ry6Gbl MSITKO HAaKPHUIK €€ POT, He MT03BOJISAs IIPOM3HECTH HU CJIOBa, CJIOBHO 3aTSATHUBas B
CTagKuy IJeH, U3 KOTOPOro yKe He Oblio Bhixofa. KaTaprHa He COIPOTUBIISAIIACH, OTAABasCh BO
BJIACTh HEXKHBIX MPUKOCHOBEHUH, HO OLIYIIIask pacTyllee XKeJlaHWe, C TPYCTHOM yIIHIOKOH, ITogyMara o
mmamecce... OH ObIT CJTOKEH B IIPUTOTOBIEHUH, HO... YTO TaKOe TPYIHOCTH B ee MOJIOKEHUU U TIPU ee
3HAHUSX... M m03BOMNsAS SIHY MUIIATH €e TIOKPOBOB OfleXk Ok, KaTu yxKe mymasa O TOM, TOe JOCTaHeT
HYXKHbIe MHTPEAUEHTHI, IOTOMY YTO [IeTH ObIIM COBCEM He TeM, YTO OHa Obljla TOTOBA OTHATh
MMIIePaTopy.

«JleTH He JOIKHBI HECTH OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a OIMHOKM CBOMX PONMTEINel» — B 9TOM KaTtapuHa Oblna
y0exmeHa.

BuezanHo f1H 3aMep, OTCTPaHUJICS, BHUMAaTEeIbHO IIOCMOTPEJT B Kapue, YyTh 3aJyMuUBLIe I'1a3a, u
ycMmexHyncs. Ero mupokas 1afoHb B IOCIENHUH pa3 poBesia 0T HeXKHOU I1eH, 110 IJIeHUTeTbHEIM
u3rubam u no 6empa, a 3aTeM, UMIIepaTOp IOOHSAJICSA U, IepecagyuB ee B KPecilo, ¥ CKJIOHUBIINCEH K ee
ry0baM, pomienTa:

— Yro Te6s He ycTpauBaeT?!
— Bamu nnaHe Ha Hamle Oymyiiee, — IpefesibHO YeCTHO OTBeTUNa KaTapuHa.

U Ha ceii pa3 XacCusgH IPOCTO He caepxKasics. CTpEMUTEIbHO BHIIPSIMUBILNUCEH, OH OKHAHYII
YOUBJIEHHYIO €r0 peaklyel OeBYIIKY, a 3aTeM MOJidya Pa3BepHYJICA U yIIel.
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OHa TakK u ocTanach CUIETh rnepen KaMHHOM, CIIyIIasi BHa4alle €ro YOaJIAIINeCd IIarv, a 3aTeEM
IIPHUKA3 OXPAHbI OTKPBIBATE BOPOTA, U yuanmoumﬁcs{ IIepeCTyK KOIIHIT...

Bouinu nBe CIIY2KaHKH, CKJIOHUBIINCH, BEKJINBO CIIPOCHUJIHN, HE 2KeJIaeT JIK I'OCII0ZKa I'ePLIOTrnHA
OTOBIXATh, UJIX IIPEOBAPUTEIbHO CIIEOYy€ET IIOAATh Y2KHH.

— Cmats, — 3aAyM4YXUBO OTBETHUJIA KaTapI/IHa, BCe ellle He B CHUJIaX IIOBEPUTH, 9YTO OH OelCTBUTEIIHLHO
OCTaBHIJI €€ OOHY.

X % x

Osa craja B TOPOOM OOMHOYECTBE, HA OTPOMHOM ITOCTENIM B OTPOMHOM 3aMKe, TO[ IIeOT BOJIH U
HEeSICHBIM T'YJ1 OKeaHCKOTO BeTpa. BOT TOJIBKO CHHI OBIIM TPEBOKHBIMU, KAK ¥ MBICIIH O OymyIieMm.
CHUIIKOM CTpPAIIHEIM 0Ka3asioCch [I7id Hee XKejlaHue XacCusiHa UMeTh ieTei, u 6ojiee TOro —
CMEeCTUTh HaclleHUKa npectona. byos KatapuHa Tol, HauBHOU 10HOM GapoOHECCOH, 4To C
BOCTOP2KEHHEIM TPEIeTOM B3upasia Ha IPUOINKEeHUN KOPOJIEBCKOW rajephl, MBIC/Ib, YTO UMEHHO el
IPEICTOUT CTaTh MaTePhi0 HACIeOHNKa, HECOMHEHHO, 0OpafoBasa O, HO ceidac...

B ouepenHOM pa3 MPOCHYBIIKCH OT TOTO, YTO BO CHE y Hee OTHHMau AuTs, KaTu cena Ha IOCTENH,
o0HsiTa KOJIEHW PYKaMH, ¥ TaK ¥ IIPOCHIela I0 CaMOr'0 PacCBeTa, TS B 3aHaBEIIeHHOe OKHO. Ei
OBLIO CTpAIIHO, 6ECKOHEYHO y2Kacalollle CTPAIITHO 3a ele HePOXIEeHHBIX NeTeH, IOTOMY YTO
npoxwuBIas npu aBope [llapparaca KatapuHa 3Hasna, Kak OBICTPO ¥ MYYUTEIbHO THOHYT Te
MJIafeHIIbl, YTO HeYTOgHEI BIHUSITEIBHEIM 0C00aM MUpa CEro.

Ona 3a0BUTach CHOM JIMIITHh HA PACCBETE, CXKABUIMCh Ha OTPOMHOM [TOCTENH U 0OHSB OOHY U3
MHOTOYHUCIIEHHBIX TTOAYIIEK.

* % x

[TpocHYBIIKCE, [eBYIIKa 00HAPYXKHUIIA YTPEHHEee IJIaThe, BUOUMO IPUBE3EeHHOe 13 0COOHSIKA accep
BunneHCKUX, ¥ HEBOJILHO YIBIOHYIACh, TOAYMAB, YTO 3TO YTPO €l He UCIOPTSIT HU OOMIOHEIE CII0BA
PacBepa, Hu MoT4anuBoe HeomoOpeHue oTija. OOHAKO CIYCTUBIUIUCH K 3aBTPAKYy, MEBYIIIKA C
U3yMJIEHHEM YBUEla ¥ BTOPOH Ipubop 3a CTOJIOM.

— Ero BenuuecTBo cKOpo mpulOymeT, Ballla CBETIIOCTh, — I0HAs CJIyKaHKa HU3KO IOKJIOHWUIIACS.

fn nogBuicsd, korga Katu gonusana mokosnan. OH BOpBaJiCs KaK YTPEHHUY BETEP, MTHOBEHHO
HaIlOJIHUB OO0 YUHHO-0/1arompruCTONHOE ITPOCTPAHCTBO CTOIOBOM. CHUMAs 1 0TOpackiBasi Ha XOoy
epyYyaTKy, IJIall, IUIAINY, CJIOBHO BUXPh IPOILIET K BOCXUIIIEHHOU CTOJIb HEOPAUHAPHLEIM IIOSIBIIEHUEM
Karapune. U kak 6yATo B TaHIlEe, IOTSHYB €€ 3a PyKYy, IOAHS, IpKXKaJj K cebe, ¥ CTPaCTHO
TI0LIe/I0BaB, IIPOIIENTal:

— C pob6psim yTpoM, Mo KatapuHa!

3areM, OTIIYCTHUB, COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOWHO CeJt 3a cToJ. Ho mpu 3ToM KaTtapuHa mouyeMy-To OIlyIiasia
ero BHyTpPeHHee HalpsKeHHe...

A flH myTHI CO CIyKaHKOM, Ha/luBaloIlel eMy 4daii, Becesio motpe6oBai 0y1049eK, BMECTO MOJTUTHIX
IIOKOJIaMHBIM CHPONOM OJIMHOB U yKe 6oJlee cepbe3HO0 ePEroBOPUII C IIaBOM CTpaXku, KOTOPHIH
COOO0IINII, YTO BO3JIe 3aMKa HOYbI0 BUEJIH ITO03PUTEIBHAIX JTIOEN.

Oz3agauyeHHas eTro IOBEIEHUEM, KaTapI/IHa, MEOJIEeHHO OIIyCTUJIaCh Ha CTYJI, COeJiajla I'TTOTOK, Y2Ke He
YYBCTBY{A BKYyCd LHIOKOJIa[Ad U IMMOTAHYJIACH 3d XPYCTAIIUM ITI€9YEHbEEM. An IIpoCiieduII 3a ee
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OBU2KEHUEM, 1 OTBEPHYJICA, €IBa OHA 3dMETHUJIa €I0 B3TJIAMO.

By'J'IO‘-IKI/I MMIIEPATOPY IIPHUHECIIH, KaK 1 TOIIJIEHHOE B II€YX KNCJI0€ MOJIOKO, ¥ HEBOJIBHO HaGHIOJIaH 3a
TE€M KdaK OH C alllIETUTOM €ECTE, KaTapHHa HCKPEeHHE J0CaJoBalla, YTO He l'IOTpeﬁOBaJ'Ia cebe TOTO XKe.

— Mory nopenuthcs, — fH nydye3apHO yNbIOHYICS, — KaK-HUKaK, g Tenepb 0053aH OeTUThCSA C TOOOH
abCoJII0THO BCeM, Tak ITouyeMy OBl He HadaTbh C 3aBTpaka?

KaTaprHa BeXTHBO OTBETHUIIA:

— bnaropapio Bac, He CTOHT.

— W Kak BaM CcHIajioch? — IOOXBATHI ee TI00e3H0-CBETCKUM TOH UMIIEPAaTop.

— Bemnukonenno, — KaTaprHa cTapaTesbHO YABIOHYIACh, — JIIO0JIO CIIaTh B OMUHOYECTBE. ..

— BoT Kak, — XaccusH IIPUCTAJILHO CMOTpPEJI Ha Hee, — HaJelCh, BCKOPE, Bbl BO3SHEHABUOUTE
OOWHOKHE HOYH.

— ComMmHeBatoch, — Katu oTBeTHIa €My 04apoBaTeIbHOU YIIBIOKOM, — HO OIpefieieHHEIE
IIPENMYIIeCTBa B XKU3HY Ballel (aBOPUTKY HEJIb3s He 3aMETHUTh.

— U kakue xke? — XacCUsgH U3ydyamwllee B3upall Ha Hee.

— 2Ku3Hb BOanM OT OCYKIAIOIINX B3TJISIIOB 0TIa U OpaTa, — KaTapuHa rpycTHO YIBIOHYIACh, HO yKe
B CJIeIyiolllee MTHOBeHHE MTOyMalia O TOM, YeM IIJTaHUpPOBaa 3aHAThCs. — Hajieiocs, BE He
OTKaXKeTe MHe B TaKOW MaJIOCTH, KaK OTKPHITHE MPHUIOTA [IJIS JeTeM, U... CTOJIOBOM 171 OeqHBIX.

— Csaras geBa OpTaHoHa... — dH ycMexHYyJcs, — PaeHep MHe paccka3sani 0 3a0aBHOM ClTydae C
neBo4Ykou. M Bce ke mo00MBITHO, IJIS Yero BaM BO3HS ¢ 0J1ar0oTBOPUTENIBHOCTRIO, KaTapuHa?

t‘IYTI:» 3dMETHO I102KaB IIJiIe4aMH, NEeBYIIKAd TUX0 OTBETHUIIA:

— ITO TO eOMHCTBEHHOE, YTO JOCTABIISIIIO MHE pagocTh B [llappaTace, ¥ TO HEMHOTO€, YeM 5T MOT'Y
3aHMMAaTHCS. YBHI, €CITH B IJITAHKPOBAJIM YTO KaK Balla (haBOpPUTKA...

— Bropas xeHa, — nonpaBuil XacCUsH.

— Yro Kak Ballla BTOpas *keHa s 6yay BeCTH CBeTCKUM 00pa3 XKU3HH, S BEIHYKIEHa Bac
pa3o4yapoBaTh, TaK Kak MMpeAnoyuTaio n3beraTs IBOPIIOBEIX YBECEJIEHUHN U TPATUTh CBOE BPeMs Ha
3a00Ty 0 HyKOAIOIINXCS.

K ee ymuBneHuio XacCUsSH OTPearupoBasl €Ba CIILIIIHEIM «XM», a TOCJIe, YyTh KUBHYB, 3alyMUHBO
TIPOM3HEC:

— Yro Xk, unes MHe HpaButcs. OTBeT maM B Onuxkaiinee BpeMs. 2Kenaete 4To-To eme?
[Top ero mpucTanbHBIM B3TrIAA0M, KaTapuHa CMyTHJIach U MIPOIIENTaa:

— Br1, — Katu TsKeno B3goXHYMa, — He COOOIIUIIN MHE 0 cyfb0e KHs3s ApHapa, Kak BIPOYEM, U O
COOBITUSX, BCIIEICTBHE KOTOPHIX 51 OUHY/IACh... — B €€ I'Jla3aX IPOMEJIbKHYJI THEB, — B OLIEHHUKE!

AH MeneHHO nepe6I/Ipaﬂ IMaJibllaMu I10 CTOJIY, C YCMGLHKOfI OTBETHUII:
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— Bar... BecbMa npuMedaTeIbHBIN PAa3TroBoOp s oleHun, — KaTapuHa nobienHeNna, — U Balle
cTpeMiieHue 0OHSITH HeTIOMMOT0 CyIIpyra Toxe, — 0J1eHOCTh CMEHUIIACh IIYHIIOBEIM PYMSHIIEM, —
a ero abconoTHas yBePEeHHOCTh B BO3MOXKHOCTH BHIBE3TH Bac U3 PaTacca 1 BOBCe pacCMeIna.

Ee pyKu HepBHO MCKaJli BO3MOXKXHOCTH CXBAaTUTh Beep, HO BCIIOMHUB, YTO OCTABHJIA €0 B CIAJIbHE,
KaTu cuenuia manblibl ¥ CyIOPOXKHO B3JOXHYIIA.

— MHe cnenoBaso OBl MOHSITE, YTO B O/TM3K0 — XapaH c6exkal C MOCIEeITHOCTHI0 00paJoBaHHOM
[IOSIBJICHUEM X0391HA CODQUKU.

— BaM creioBaso Gbl MOHSTH MHOXKECTBO MHHIX Bellel, — XaCCHsH yas0asch, CMOTPeN Ha Hee, — HO
BEepHEMCS K BaluM pochk0aM. Tak — 671aroTBOPUTEIBHOCTh, — UMIIEPATOP IOTHSICSA, — 5
TIPUIIITIO K BaM JIopaa AHepo, OH IUYHO IPEeCTaBUT BaM Jiopaa Beiicepa, Ka3Haues UMIepUu. Bel
OOBOJILHBI?

— Brl HamMeKaeTe Ha 671aroflapHOCTh? — He TIOJHKMMAsCh, IYKaBO IIOMHTEpecoBaiack Karapuua.

— Hy 4T0 BB, — UMIIEpaATOP HAKJIOHUJICS, YIMPAsCh OOHOU PYKOU B Kpay CTOJIa, @ BTOPOU Ha CIIMHKY
ee CTyJla, — BBl ¥ 671arofapHOCTh... II0 MOEMY OIILITY HeCOBMECTHMbI! — XacCHsH IoMaln ee He
COTIPOTHUBIAIOMIKECS YO CBOMMH, HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUY I€JI0BaJjl, HO JOOUBIINCEH €€ HEBOIHHOTO
CTOHA, Pe3K0 OTOIIeNI. YKe Y IBepel, HallOMHUII. — Y HacC CEerOfHs BEJIMKUU OeHb, Joporasd,
IIOTOPOIIUTECH, HAC KAYT BO gBOpIE!

X X x

AnvicCHH Me[JIeHHO IIPOTyIrBajach 0 JBOPIIOBOMY HapKy. [To3agu mepkachk Ha IPUIMYHOM
PACCTOSTHUM, MOTYa CiemoBany Gpeinunsl, 60sCh IPUBIeYb BHUMaHue Ee BennmyecTBa — KOpoJieBa
Obla He B myxe. BTopas 6epeMeHHOCTh IPoTeKala 3HaYUTENTbHO Xy2Ke IIePBOM, U BHIHYKIeHHAs
pPaccTaBaThCS C eIoM 10 HECKOJIBKY Pa3 B IeHb AJIMCCHH, 00JIbIIe TOXOqUIa Ha 3700HYI0 PypHio, YeM
Ha [mo0poro aHrena.

BHe3amHo B KycTax 3aTpelllalu BeTKH, U cepas TeHb Opocuiiach Mo HOoTU. B oTnuyne ot ppeiinus,
AnuccrH pafioCTHO YILIOHYIach, MTHOBEHHO yTafiaB B 3Bepe eJUHCTBEHHOTO BEPHOTO Opyra.

— Awnpatn! — KopoJjieBa OMyCTHJIACh Ha KOJIEHH U 00Hsi/Ia 3Bepsi, — AHpalll, THl BepPHYJICH... A 3TO
4yTO?

OureHUK Ha BOJIKE BHITISIAEN Oojlee 4eM Hecypas3HO, HO OCMaTpHUBasi KoXKaHOoe TBOPEHUE PYKHU
HEU3BECTHOT'0 MacTepa, AnrccuH o0HapyKuJjla MPULIUTHIM K BHYTPEHHE!N CTOpoHe Melllo4yek. BriHYB
KMHKaJ, KOpojeBa CTPEMUTEILHO BCKPhLJIa €r0 U B ee O€JIOCHEKHYIO PYUKY yIajia MaJleHbKas
OyTBIJIOUKA C MYTHBIM COJIEPKUMBIM, a CJIEOM CJI0KeHHOe B MUHHUATIOPHBIA KOHBEPT IIOCJIaHHUe.
KoponeBa BuuTanack B pOBHEIE CTPOKM Ha MaJIeHbKOM JIUCTKe OyMaru, ¥ OTYassHHEe CMEeHUTI0Ch
HaIOeKOou.

— KatapuHa, — ¢ BOCTOpKeHHO# yIRIOKOM ITPOKU3Hecaa KOpoieBa, — MajleHbKasl OTBaXKHas
Kartapuna, TH Bce e no0unach xkKejaaemMoro.

Eme Mecsii| Ha3ag ANMCCHH TTONTy4KIia CBEIeHHUS O TOM, YTO ee areHTypHas CeTh PAaCKpHITa, a
ITPOTHUBOSIOYME MOCTATh HE yaanock. U Bce 9TO BpeMs mpeKkpacHas Kopojesa IllappaTaca TIIETHO,
TEPsIs HafleKIy, UCKaJla UHbIe CIIOCOOBI TIOJTyYUTh CIIAaCEHUE CBOEH KU3HU... M BOT IPOTUBOSIAKE B €€
pyKax. AJIMCCHH CKajla JafloHb, ¥ Ha MTHOBEeHMEe 3aKphi/a riia3a... 2Ku3Hb, ee XKu3Hb BHOBb
IPUHAMJIeXKajla TOJILKO el ¥ HafeXIbl Ha OyayInee 00pey KPBIIb.
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BriBirast mpuniiecca JlaccpaHa IOMHSIIACh, TOPMO B3TJISTHYIa Ha KOPOJIEBCKU IBOPEL, U B €€
TOPKECTBYIOIEH yIbIOKe 0TPa3uIoCh Bce ee oTHoIIeHue K [IlappaTacy, KOTOPHIM OTHBEIHE, 6e3
COMHEHUY IpUHaAIeXkal TOJIbKO ei.

— JlapHaH, TBI COOXHEIb, — €Ba CJIBIIIHO IIPOIIeIITalla T'OTOBad MCTHUTE KOPOJIEBA.

X X %

XaccustH OBbIT TOBOJIEH U CYACTIIUB — [BOP BOCIPHUHSII €0 BTOPYIO CYIPYTY C IIOHUMaHUeM, Hapof C
nuKoBaHUEM. [la ¥ HEBO3MOXKHO OBIZIO He MONIIOOUTH 3Ty XPYNKYIO AEBYILIKY C OTPOMHBIMU KapUMU U
TAKUMU [OOPEIMU T'Jla3aMu, 0COOEHHO eCJIM YYeCThb, YTO HAPSA[ OJIs IlepeMOHuM OBl BEIOpaH C
YMBICJIOM.

— IleBa OpTaHOHa, — ILIENTAJICA HapOd, — OHa CBATad.

— Hacnepuwuia OpTaHOHa, — ITOTOBAPUBAJIU MIPUABOPHEIE, — OUEHb BHITOMHBIN IOUTHYECKUN OpakK.
AHepo, TTISIOS Ha YXMBIIKY UMIIepaTopa, He MeHee NOBOJIbHO ITPOU3HEC:

— OcTanoch UL TOJapUTh KOPOHE HacleJHUKA.

— C 9TUM IIOKa CJI0KHOCTH, HO MBI PEeIIUM U 3Ty npobreMy, — fH NOTrIafus CUASIIEro Y ero HOT
Xapasa.

YyTh HaxXMypPUBLIKCH, AHEDPO BCE Ke MMeJl HarjloCTh CIIPOCUTE:
— B 4yeMm Xe BO3HUKIIA TPYIHOCTHU?

— B nmpunnunax Hamew mpecBsito [eBbl OPpTaHOHCKOM, — fIH OTJIOKHUI BUHO, KOTOPOe Halui cebe
caMm. BmpoueMm, 3T0 BUHO OH Bcerja HajuBajl cefe caM — OHO OBITIO 0COOBIM.

ViMmepaTop ¥ eT0 MOBEPEHHbIM COBETHUK CUMIEH B TMYHOM KabuHeTe mpaBuTens PaTtacca u
TOp2KecTBoBanu. HakaHyHe Ha BHICOYalillleM YPOBHE IIPOIIO IIPeACTaBlIeHNEe BTOPOU CyIPYTH
replLoTruHM Tae [lapTaH Kak [ABOPY, TaK ¥ Hapoxdy. 3aTeM ObLI TOP2KeCTBEHHBIN 00ef, ociie 6amn u
pockoiHenmuy eriepBepk. Kataputa Ovlna Oe3ympeyHa — MUJIa, 3JIeTaHTHA, CAepkKaHHasA U
npekpacHa. CBameOHbIH HAPs[, TPHU3BaHHLINA MIOTYEPKHYTH €€ CXOICTBO CO cTaryei IIpecBsaToi [leBh
OpTaHOHCKOM, CO CBOEM 3afjladyel CIIpaBUICS OTIMYHO. EQUHCTBEHHOE, YTO HECKOJIBKO OMpaydasio
pamocTh XacCusiHa — uMIepaTpuila AHECTUH U HaC/IeIHUK UMIEePUH XUIaiop JEMOHCTPATUBHO HE
SIBUJIUCh HY Ha GpakocoueTaHus, HU Ha COIYTCTBYIOIINE My TOPKECTBa.

— KarapuHa omacaeTcs 3a Cyap0y CBOUMX JieTel, TIOTOMY U IIPOTUB, — BEPHYJICS K PasroBopy fAH.

— B Barme#t BmacTu HacTosSATh, — AHEPO MOOJIeHbKO YIRIOHYICSA. B 0TBeT XacCUsiH UL TPYCTHO
YIBIOHYJICS ¥ TUXO ITPOU3HEC:

— B moeit BnacTu... ma. Ho ecTh omHO «HO», AHEPO, — U TSIXKEJ0 B3IOXHYB, AH mobaBui, — s 1006110
ee.

— B 3TOM HM Y KOT'0O COMHEHU} He BO3HUKIIO, — IOMIe]I COBETHUK.

— Tbl He TIOHUMaeIb, — MOMHSIBIINCH, UMIIEPATOP MOMAOIIETT K OKHY. — JTO He MPOCTO
BIIOOJIEHHOCTS, 1 NEeUCTBUTEJILHO JII00JII0 ee... faxe Oobine yeM PaTtacc, Oosbire ueM cedst. ATo
CTPaHHO, HEJIOTUYHO, ¥ HaBEPHOE, HEIIPABUIIbHO, HO... [IpuHYyKOaTh ee 1 He MOTy U He Oymy. Eciu
Katu 3axoueT, OHa IOIapUT MHE HACJIeOHUKA, a eCJId HeT...
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OH 3amomyar, YCIIBIIIaB, KaK TUX0 CKPUITHYJIa ABEPH, HO COBETHHUK 3TOI'0 HE YCJIBIIIA...

— 9T0 maxe He cMelIHO! — Bo3pa3usl AHepo. — Baille Beu4ecTBO, B JKEHUJIUCh, YTOOH Y UMIIEPUU
OBLT 3M0POBLIM HaCIeOHUK! 3M0POBLIN U HOPMaJIbHEIM, @ He 3TOT...

Tuxuit CTyK KabGJIy4KOB U MOIHBIN SPOCTU TOJI0C UMIIePaTPHULIBL:

— 9toT1?! KTO «3TOT»? BHI MOCMENH. ..

XaccusH mpepBaa HaYNHAIOMIMICSI CKaHOall TpeOoBaTeTbHEIM:

— Anepo, Breiiigu! Ha ceromgus BEI CBOOOIHE!!

U TONBKO MOCIIEe 9TOTO MOBEPHYJICA K IIEPBOM CYNPYTe, YyTh CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY ¥ ITONIPUBETCTBOBAI €€:

— Mog uMmnepaTpula.

X X x

«Kak ThHI MOTJIa IOAMKcaTh momo0Hoe cornamieHne?! CBsiTass HAUBHOCTh, XKU3HB T€0SI COBEPILIEHHO
HAYeMy He Y4UT!»

KaTtapuna nepeuutana 5T CTPOKM B TPETUX pa3, HAXMypHUIach, HO CTOMYECKH BEPHYJIach K
IIPOYTEHUIO.

«3aueM THI 9TO cOenana, Katu? 3auem?! Mnu XacCusH CTONIb XOPOII B ITOCTETA?»

YyTh nmogxKaB ryos], KaTapuHa HeBOJIbHO B3IJISIHY/IA Ha IIOCTENb... [la, XOPOoIll, laXkKe CIUIIKOM, U OH
MOOWJICST TOTO, YTO TepIOruHs Tae JJapTaH ¢ 3aMUpPaHKUeM CepAlla 0XKUAaeT Kakaoi HOYH... HO
IIPOBOOUTE UX € BCE TaK JKe MPUXOAUIIOCH B OMUHOYECTBE. Y TOHSTH, OBIIIO JIX 3TO CIENCTBHUEM €ro
o0uMBI, MU Ke OYepemHBIM 3TarnoM cobma3Henusi, KatapruHa He MOTIa.

«KaTapuHa, mymra mosi, KatrapuHsa, TBos BIi06I€HHOCTh B PaHaBepHa Oblla ClIeICTBUEM JlaaHOaHa, HO
00BSICHU MHE, KaKOH M3 TIOPOIIKOB MCII0JIb30BAJ 3TOT YKPOTUTENb IUKUX XKUBOTHBIX, YTOOH
IpuBs3aTh K cebe TBoe cepare? OcTaHoBUCE. [ToKa He TI03[HO, MYCTh OOBSIBUT CBOEM XKEHON
EnusaBeTy, TBOel cecTpe MOmoOHLIN cTaTyc 6ymeT TOIbKO B pamocTh. U Bo3Bpatmatics, Katu...
BO3Bpalllaiicsd KO MHe, IHU Hallero O0JIbIIOro Maibuuka yxke couTeHbl. OH 60J€eH, a Bpayu «He
MOTYT» €My IToMOYb. Bo3Bpariaics, mpoIry Tebs».

[Tocnanue mocTaBuIM Ha paccBeTe. OfHA U3 CTYKAHOK, CJIOBHO HeYasTHHO 00POHUIIAa 3amevyaTaHHbIN
KOHBEPT, KOTOPHIM yIIaJl B JTalOHb Crsineldl KaTapuHel, a JeBYIIKa yoaauaach, OCTAaBUB YTPEHHEE
TI1aThe [JIS TePIOTHHU.

B pesynbraTe KaTu 0TKa3aBIIKCE OT 3aBTpaka, BHOBh ¥ BHOBL IIEPEYUTHIBAIa HATIMCAHHbIE
yBepeHHO! PYKOU CTPOKH, B KOTOPHIX Oblyia 61aromapHOCTh U BMECTE C TEM HETOflOBaHUe,
BEIpaXKEHHOe JIUITh ONHUM IIPenIoXeHneM: «f xKe Ipocuia, TOJIBKO He OH!».

Pyku HOBOUCIIEUEHHOU T'€PLIOTUHY OPOTHYJIX, HO IUCHMO OHA yIepzKaia.

«Bepnucs B lllappatac, KatapuHa! Bepruce cama u ceruac. f He notepmto XaccusHa, Katu. Kto
YTOOHO, TOJILKO He OH. B meHb, KOTha TH MOJTyYHUIITh 9TO ITUCHMO, Ha 3aKaTe y 3aMKa TeOs OymeT
JKJaTh KapeTa, ¢ u300paXkeHneM opjia B OpHaMeHTe. THl BEIIIENb U3 3aMKa U CSIIElIb B 9Ty KapeTy,
Katu. Trl coenaenns 3To! He 3acTaBisgy MeHs yTpoXaTh».
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OHa ellle goaro cupena Y OKHQ, BHOBb 1 BHOBb BUUTHIBASCH B 3T CTPOKHU. BoOT TONBKO ITOBOIOB OJiA
BO3BpaAllleHUA Y KaTapI/IHbI He ObT0. Kak u XejmaHus MoKuaaTh PaTacc.

Bo BHYTPE€HHEM OBOPHKE IIOCJIBIIIAJICA ITYM OTKPBIBA€MEIX BOPOT, IOKOT KOIIBIT I1I0 6pycanKe, d
IIoCJie ¥ TroJIOC PaHHEr 0 IroCTd — Cy[as II0 TOHY, XaccusH OB He B oyxe.

KaTaprHa cTpeMUTENbHO OAHAIACH, TOPOIIJIUBO CIIPSTaia MoClaHue B IIKATYIIKY C
IparoleHHOCTSIMHU, 3a1epsia, BepHYyJa Me[aaboH, KOTOPBEIA U OTKPHIBAJI PE3HOM CYHIYYOK, 00pPaTHO.
3acTeruBarollen oYKy U 3acTajl ee uMIepaTop, 6e3 CTyKa BOILIEOIINi B CIAbHIO BTOPOU CYIPYTH.
W Katu B3[pOoTHYyIa, YBUIEB HEUTO HEBEPOSITHOE — fH OB bsiH. AGCOJTIOTHO U COBepIleHHO. EnBa
Ha Horax fepzajcs. A ere... XaccusH OB 3071, TPpaKTAYeCKU B IpocTU. Ho Hamyraso repioruHio
MHOEe — ero rjiasa...

— O IlpecBeTneiii! — BocKnuKHYyNIa KaTu, KoTopas He MOTJIa U MOIIEBEIUTHCS OT yKaca.
— Trl! — copBascs Ha KpuUk uMmineparop. — Yicyapue afa, cxurarolee MeHsI U3HYTpu!

OHa He cnymana. Hu 3TOro, HY OCTaIbHBEIX SMUTETOB... [Tog0ekaB K MyKUMHE, BCTala Ha HOCOYKH,
o0HsJIa ero JIUI0 U YyTh NMOTSIHYB Ha cels, BIIIsAesach B ero riasa... M BCKpUKHYysa, 0CO3HAB YTO
IPEeIoiokeHue ObIJI0 BEPHEIM — XaCCHUsTHA OTPABHUIIH.

— He cMmelt K0 MHe TIpuKacaThCs! — 3aopail OH.

B otBeT Kartu npuxanack K HeMy, 00HUMas Tak KPemKo, Kak TOJIbKO MOTJia, ¥ OH eBa pacclbIIIai ee
IIIEeIIOT:

— O, IIpecBeTtneil, cracubo, YTO IPUBEN €T0 KO MHE.

— 4 cam nputien, — rpy6oBaTo OTBETUT dH, ¥ BAPYT I'0JIOC €TI0 OXPHII, @ CJI0BA BEIPBAJIACh HE Te, YTO
JKejan npou3HecTu. — MHe mnoxo, Kartw...

B cnepytormyio CeKyHy, OHA OTCTYIINIIA, BRIIIIA U3 CIIa/JIbHYU ¥ ToTpeGoBasa Kak ClyKaHOK, Tak U
IIOMOIIIY CTPAXKHUKOB.

— He cmelt moBopaynBaThCSI KO MHE CIIMHOK! — peBen mo3adu Hee uMiepaTop PaTacca.

«5lm Mopcko¥ peIOBl. PacimvpeHHBIN 3payvoK, y4yallleHHOe JbIXaHue, IIPUCTYII THeBa, — IIemnTasa Ipo
cebs KatapuHa, — MPOTUBOSIOUS HET... HET... HUKAKoro. Hy:kHo n30aBUThCS OT smal».

— CTPAXKA!!! — ee KpuK Ka3aJI0Ch, PACK0JI0JI HE00 HagBoe.

Ee He6o! Ee muuHOe He60, B KOTOPOM mpexkpe Oblyla 3HAYMMa JIUIIb €€ CEMbS, a Ceilyac BAPYT o0pen
BAXXHOCTb XaCCHUSH U €T0 XKU3Hb.

Ha ee 308, IIPOTrPOMEIXAB 110 JIECTHHUIIE 6aI.T.IHI/I, SABHUJIOCH HIECTEPO 3aKOBAHHLIX B JIATEI BOMHOB, I103a01
HUX TOJIMMUIUCE CIIyKaHKH.

— WmMnepaTop XaccusiH oTpaBiieH! — KaKUM-TO 4yKUM, He CBOMM I'0JI0COM, BOo3BeCcTula KaTtapuHa.

A B MBICTISIX TTPOHECTIOCH «TH TaK 602KECTBEHHO TPOU3HOCHUIIDL MOE UMSI» — U CEPMIE CKAJIOCh... HO
Ha CJ1e3bl BpEMEHU He OBLNIO.

— ¥V MeHSs TOJTbKO OfIMH IIAHC ero CIaCTH, — MIPOMOJIKKIIA OHa. — M moTpebyeTcs Ballla IIOMOIIIb.
[TomHMTE, B CIy4ae OTKa3a 5, KaK BTOpas CyIpyra uMmepaTopa, 00BUHIO Bac B u3MeHe. U eme —

IIpaBo Ha cyacthe (CH) 58 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

mo0ble CJI0Ba ero BelnyecTBa ceryac OyAyT CKa3aHbl UM IIOf BIUSHUEM sifa. — A 3aTeM K
cinyxkankaM. — Bopgsl, MmHOTO! CMenHEbIe npocThiHU! BricTpo! Bounel, 3a MHOU!

XaccusiH, CNylaBIINi U CNIBIIABIINY €€ CJI0Ba, IPe3PUTEIbHO UCKPUBUII I'yOBl ¥ HATJIO BOIPOCHUIT:
— W 4To0 TH 3amyMana?

Katu He oTBeTHIIa eMy HUYETO, He TS Ha CTPaXKHUKOB, OHA OTAasa IIpHUKas:

— CBsa3aTh!

U mouemy-TO e BO3pa3uTh He CyMeJIH.

¢IH phIYan ¥ COMPOTHUBIISIICS, KaK 3Beph pa3dpackiBasi HAOPOCUBIINXCS HA HEr0 CTPAXKHUKOB.
YcnpiliaB KpUKY UMIIEPATOPa, CO ABopa npubexan XapaH, Ho Katu ynepaKaia 3Beps, a 1ocje BhBesa
13 cranbHu. K ee Bo3BpallleHUI0 pa3TrHEBAaHHBIN, CHITLTIOMINY TPOKIISTASIMU U 00eIlaHUSIMU KPOBaBOM
pacmpaBel MyK4UHa JiexXKaJll CBS3aHHBIM Ha II0JTy, PSOOM TOJIIUINCH paCTepPSHHbBIE CTPaXXKHUKMY.

— Ha nmocrens, — npuka3sana KaTaprHa, — y/I0XKHUTe Ha JKUBOT, '0JI0BA YTOOH! CBEIIMBAIACh C
KPOBATH.

U Ha ceii pa3 eil He IOCMEJIA BO3paxKaTh.

Cny:aHKU IIPUHECIIM BOAY U Ta3hl, OOUH U3 HUX KaTu CTpeMUTEIbHO TONOABHHYIA JI0XKY, 3aTeM cella
PSIOM C U3BUBAKIIMMCS UMIIEPATOPOM U MIPOIIEITalla JTUIITh:

— He oTKycu MHe IajbLbl, [I0XalyXuCTa.
He oTkycu, xoTst u3baBuThCs mbiTasnics. Korma psate AHY yxke Oblo HeueM, KaTu mpuka3sana:
— Ha cniuny!

W3 cTpaxu ¢ Hell 0CTanoCh JIUIIb IBOe — HadallbHUK rapHU30HAa KPErnocTH [[Kepo U HayaIbHUK
TUYHOM oxpaHbl uMIiepaTopa Hapmas. O6a He omoOpsinu ee meHCTBUM, HO IOTYHUHSIIUCD
HEYKOCHHUTEJIBHO.

— MHe nmoTpebyeTcs elile pa3 IPOMBITH €T0 XKeIyA0K, — YBePEeHHO IIPOU3Heca JeByIKa., — A
BO3MOXKHO 1 He pa3. Oduiiep Hapmas, pacnopsguteck: Jlopna AHepo ciofa, a Tak Xke JIeKaps
PaeHnepa.

— Emy 4To-TO mepenaTh? — BHITIONHSS IIEPBLIM IPUKa3 U YKIagblBas UMIIEpaTopa, BOIIPOCHII
CTpPaXKHUK.

— Ja, s HamuIy, KaKue IoT TCs TpaBhl. CeHyac mepxKuTe ero! — u yxe ciayXkaHkKaMm. — Bopy.
IIa a aKue moTpebyTc a Cetniuac e e ero! ec aHKa Bo

XaccusH yKe IpakKTUYeCKH He CONMPOTUBIIAICA IpoueaypaM. Celiyac, MMeHHO ceidac GakT ero
OTpaBJIEHUS yKe HUKTO He MofiBepraj COMHEHUI0, ¥ 06a CTpakHUKa C yBaKeHUEeM CMOTPeNH Ha
XPYIIKYIO IeBYIIKY, KOTOPas, CPhIBajia ToJI0C J0 XPUIIOTH, TPebys OT CIyKaHOK OBICTPHIX U
HeoOXOOUMEBIX OEeHCTBUH.

A Katu... BeITHpas 61negHoe nuio XacCusiHa, fymaJja JIAIb 00 OqHOM:

«0, MapuaH, Kak xe s 6narogapHa tebe!»
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Vimenno mpu gBope IllappaTaca, KatapuHa Bumesa, Kak KOPOJIb OTPABUII OJHOTO U3 CAHOBHUKOB,
MMEHHO TaM e MPUIIIOCh HabIIogaTh ¥ aroHUI0 HecyacTHOro. Ho HeuenoBeuecKasi JKeCTOKOCTh
IapuaHa, 3ech ¥ ceidac I03BOJIKIIA IPEeNOTBPATUTL CMEPTh UMIIepaTopa PaTtacca, u motomy Katu
Onina 6;arogapHa. [ledcTBUTENbHO O1arogapHa...

— Bce, Boma umcTas. Yke Bce... — IIOCJIe YeTBEPTOTO MMPOMEBIBaHMUS, IpoIenTana Katu. 3a 3aTem,
TIOBBICHB T'0JIOC: — [I2Kepo, momMorute. Ero HyxKHO IepeioKuTh Ha KPeco.

Korga cmenumnu, mepectenuB 4ucTeIM OenbeM, KaTaprHa IpuKasaia yI0XKUTh OJIeIHOT0 U y&Ke
Opensiiero XacCcusiHa, 3aTeM Hadaja CTPEMHUTEIbHO pa3fneBaTh ero. HaroTwl oHa He CTeCHsSIach, Ha
CTeCHeHUe He ObII0O BpEMEHH.

— I'me PaeHep? — BOT eIUHCTBEHHHBIN BOIHYIOIINUY €€ BOIIPOC.
— Vxke nogHuMaeTcs1, — oTo3Bancsa Hapmas.

Korpma mpuObIn BCTPEBOXKEHHEIN COBETHUK AHEPO, OH 3aCTUT HEBEPOSITHYIO KaPTUHY —
ITOKPaCHEBIINY ¥ 6eCCO3HATENIbHEIM UMIIePATOP JIexXKaJl B BaHHEe, HAllOJTHEeHHON 0TBApPOM TPaB,
CJIyKaHKU yCTaBIIMe ¥ U3MOTaHHBEIE KTO HOCUJI BOLY, KTO BHOBb IIepeCTHJIall II0CTeNb, KTO yOoupan
OCTaTKM y4YnHeHHOTo 6e300pa3us. A Haf BceM 3TuM KaTtu — GrefiHasi, pacTpenaHHasi, UCITyTaHHas,
HO pelxTeIbHasa U ObICTpas.

— YXe Bce, — 3aMeTHUB BOIIEAIIET0, 0TO3Bajach feByinka. — OH OygeT XKuTh, I'/la3a He MYTHEHIE.
— YT0? — COBepIIEHHO He MOHSII ee AHEPO.

Karty nums mocaninBo MaxHyJla PyKO# U BHOBbL CKJIOHUJIACh K UMIIEPaTopy. JIopa C yaUBIEHUEM
CMOTpeJI, KaK OHa OCTOPOXKHO KacaeTcs Cylpyra, rybamMu Ko 10y, 3aTeM ITasbllaMy K Ilee, U CJIOBHO
IPUCITYIIUBAETCS K YEMY-TO.

— Hert, — KaTpuna nmocMmoTtpena Ha PaeHepa, — Oombliie Henb3s1. Ceppte ObeTCST CIUIITKOM OBICTPO.
— 4 6wl ellfe TToepaKas, — 0TO3BaJICS JeKaph.
— Her! — Katu Bemmpsamunace. — Hapmas, [I2Kepo, mepeHOoCHTe ero Ha IOCTEeb.

W TONbKO TMOCyIe TOT0, KakK uMIlepaTop OBIT YI0XKEH, €10 CAMOJIMYHO BEITEPT HACYX0 U YKPHIT,
KaTtaprHa BepHyNach K IIpepBaHHOMY C AHEPO pPa3roBOpYy.

— Yro oH ceromHs nun? — TpeboBaTeIbHO Havasa meByinka. — C keM BcTpeuascs! KTo BooOiie Mor
pemuThCca 0TpaBUTh uMneparopa? Komy sTo BEIrogHo?!

«Jla-a-a, — momyMaJl COBETHUK, — Je€BOYKa He U3 POOKUX...» OTKAIUISIBIINCE, OH OCTOPOXKHO
[IOMI000NLITCTBOBAIT:

— Baima cBeTIoCTS, 5 IIpomy IIpoIeHnd 3a BOIIPOC, HO ITOYEMY BEI TaK Y6e}KJ16HbI B HaJIU4UH sga?

Karapuna HaxMypuiack. CIHUIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3Hajla, YTO BpeMeHHU Ha 00bsICHEHUS HET, a II0TOMY,
PeLIuTeNbHO TOBEPHYBIIKCH K Topay Hapmas, oTmana mpukas:

— BosBpaiantecs Bo ABOpeEl. BrIsICHUTE, YeM 3aHMMAJICS €r0 BEJIMYECTBO A0 Ipre3na Ko MHe. U
KOHKPETHO — YTO IHJI. 11 YepHO# MOPCKOW PHIOBI TOPHKUM, TPOCTO OTBPATUTEIBLHEINA Ha BKYC,
II03TOMY C €[OM OH IIONacTh B OPraHKW3M MMIlepaTopa He MOT. OTO HAIIUTOK, BEPOsITHEE BCETO BUHO.
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W TyT AHEPO OIIyTHUI, KaK HEMPUATHHIM X0JIO0HO0K IpobexKarcs 1Mo CIMHE, 3aCTaBIss LETIeHETh BCe
Tes10. COBEeTHUK yKe MOHSJ, IPaKTUYeCKHU BCe MOHSJ. Y1 MpadyHO BEIPYTaBIINCh, faxke HE
TIOCTECHSIBIINCH.

— WmMnepaTpuiia, — npousHec Auepo. — IlonsIHHOE BUHO, BOT YeM OH Ovll oTpaBieH. Jlopa Happas,
3amnevaTaTh KaOMHET UMIIepaTopa, CO3LIBAWTE COBET, 3TO He0OX0muMO 00HAPOg0BATh!

Ho ero pacnopsizkeHue npepsaio TUXO0€E:
— Her.
Jlopn CTpEMUTENHHO TTOBEPHYIICS K OEBYIIKE, UYTOOH! YCIIBIIIATh:

— HukTo HU 0 YyeM He [onXKeH 3HaTh. VIMIIepaTop TOJIBKO YTO KEHUIICS U BIIOJIHE UMEET IIPAaBO
MeJOBBEIM MecCsIl C MOJIOHOU CYIIPYTOM, BOT U BCE YTO BEI co00mIKTe ABOPY! Heroxe, 4To6b KTO-1100
3HaJI 0 TOM, 4TO IipaBUTeNb PaTacca ya3sum! UTo KacaeTcss UMIepaTpULIEL, 3TO PelaTh CaMoOMy
XaccusiHy ¥ TOJIBKO eMy.

AHepo, IIPUBBIYHO IIOOJAaBUJI CBOE YYBCTBO CIIPABEOJIMBOCTH, TdK KaK IIOHUMAJl — KaTapHHa IIpaBa.
OpHakKo Koe B 4eM BO3pPazKeHUs UMEJINCh:

— Ho g monxken IIPUHATH MEPHI, OJIsI TOTO YTOOBI IIPEOABABUTE €TI0 BEJINYECTBY H806XOJII/IMBIG
JOKa3aTeJIbCTBa.

— [eiicTByiiTe, — ycTano cornacunack Katu. — PaeHep, oTBap rotos?

— Ila, KaTapuHa, — 0T03BasCs 1eKapb. — KCTaTu, BCe XOTEI CIIPOCHUTh, OTKY/Ma Bbl 3HAETE 3TOT
perenT.

— Bupumo, cry4aiiHOCTHY He CITy4alHBI, — [eBYIIIKa I'PYCTHO YIBIOHYIaCh, — 9TOMY MEHS Hay4usa
KHATUHS Hapust ApHap, Tak 4TO MHe eCTh, 3a 4TO ObITh 671aromapHoi PaHaBepHYy.

Ha 3akarte oguHOKas KapeTa IIogbeXallda K 3aMKy ,]Z[apTaH " IIPOCTOsAJIa JO CaMOI'oO paCCBeTa... HO
KaTapI/IHa He IIOKHHYJIa CBOETO KUMIIEpaTOopa.

X X x

XaCCHSH C TPYIOM OTKPHI I'/Ta3a. Mup CTpaHHO ITOKAYMWBAJICS, TIe-TO BaJieKe IIyMeIld BOJIHH, HO
ero pas30yauo He 3TO — a OLIYIIEeHHE TEIJIa OT ee IPUKOCHOBeHU. To, 4To ero oOHUMaeT Katu oH
3HAaJI, 3amax ee TeJla, HeXKHOCTh ee PYK He BO3MOXKHO ObIJTO HU 3a0bITh, HU ITepenyTaTh. [IOHSITh
uMIlepaTop PaTacca He MOT MHOE — YTO OH 3[ecCh geniaeT? M Kak BHIIIIO, YTO PAacCBET OH BCTpedaeT
C TOM, Koro camoMy ceOe moo0elra He KacaTbCs A0 TeX Iop, ToKa Katu He moyMHeeT. XOTh HEMHOTO.
Wnu mpocTo 0CO3HAET, YTO JIUIIIb €€ Tejla eMy MaJio.

U Bce xKe — KaK OH 3[eCh oKa3ajcs?

¢lH HaXMyPWUJICS, IIBITAsICh BOCCTAHOBUTD COOBITHSI MUHYBIIETO OHS... BUBUT ero maBHEro mpyra Iocia
'eTTOHHU, Pa3roBop C UMIepaTpuLel... HempusaTHEIN pa3roBOp, U CHOBa O MHUJIOW €r0 CepALy
Katapune. AHecTuHa Oblsia B IPOCTH OT TOT'O, UTO OH ITIOCMeEJT B35iITh BTOPYIO XKeHY. XaCCHUSH IIOHUMAaJ
U ee SIPOCTh U ee YyBCTBa, HO OH, JKEHUBIIHNICS 13 YyBCTBa A0JIra 1 JKaJ0CTH, He CYUTaNl ceds
00s1I3aHHBIM OTYUTHIBATHCS IIE€PEN CYIIPYToH, YTO TaK U He ITOfapuila eMy eTo IeTeH.

«BsI 3HaeTe, uTO Xunaop 60ieH», — BOT TO EAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH CKa3aj UMIIepPaTPHIlE, HO
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CJIYIIaTh OHa HE 2XKeJlajia.

U nocrne ee yxofia, OH IPUBLIYHO MOTSAHYJICA K 00Kaly Kpemdauliero moJbIHHOTO BUHA, YTO TV IS
ycnokoeHus. [1u, 4TOOH OLIyTUB HENIPUATHYIO TOPeYb, 0CO3HATh KakK Cllafika XKU3Hb. Clagka u
IIpeKpacHa, HeCMOTPS HU Ha 4YTO. A BBHIIIUB, 3aX0TeJl YBULETh Ty €eAUHCTBEHHYIO, UTO [I0apuiia eMy
YyBCTBO BIIIOOJIEHHOCTH, PafiocT U cBeTa. OH moexan K KaTu...

HeBonbHO yNEIOHYBIIMCH, XaCCUSH OCTOPOXKHO MOTIAAWII IJIEYUKO, JIeKalled PsSmoM OeBYIIKU 1
3aMep. 3amep, BCIIOMHUB «KaK» OH K Hel npuexan. Y 94To oH eu cKa3ar!

['myxou, MONHBINM pacKassHUS CTOH pa3faliCsad B CYMpadyHOU ClajibHe.

KatapuHna nmpocHyack MrHOBeHHO. CTPEeMHUTENIbHO CeJla Ha MOCTEeJH, BrIISABASICh B CUITY9T
JeXKalero MyKYuHEBI, B3APOTHYJIa, YBUAEB, YTO OH CMOTPUT Ha Hee, HO TYT e IOTSHYIach K HEMY,
OCTOPOXKHO IIPUKOCHYJIAch T'y0aMu K ero JI0y ¥ BCTPeBOXKEHO CIIPOCHIIA:

— fIH, KaK BHI?

OH ymuBIEeHHO MOPTHYIL. B ee romoce OBITIO CTOIBKO HETOANEIBHOTO YUYaCTHS, CTOJILKO HEXKHOCTH U
3a00THl. ['Ops10 C2Kaso crma3MoM, a r'jla3a BCerga Caep:KaHHOT0 MyKYKHHI 3a0iecTenu, Ho GOJIbILIEero,
0H ce0e He MMO3BOJIHIIL.

— fH, — KaTu npuKOCHYIach K €ro IieKe, — Bbl JOJIKHEBI pa3roBapuBaTh! MHI yCIieIu MPOMBITh
JKeJyIoK [0 TOro, KakK S MOJIHOCTHIO IOMaJjl B KPOBE.

An? O noBepuTh He MOr! Afd... HO Kak?

PHIBKOM TOTHSIBIIMCE, XaCCUSH BCTAJI C IIOCTENIM ¥ TOJI0BA 3aKPYKUIACh. YCTOSII OH C TPYIOM.
[TokayuBasiCh, IOMOIIEN K OKHY, PACIIaXHyJ CTBOPKH, C HAC/IaXKIeHHEeM BIOXHYJI COJIEHBIH MOPCKOH
BETep, ¥ TOJILKO TOT7a Halles B ce6e CHUIIBI CIIPOCHUTh:

— dn?

KatapuHa 0CTOPOXKHO BCTana. B oTmuyue oT uMImiepaTtopa, ee HeCKOIbKO CMYIIAsl TOT GaKT, YTo
MYyXK4YKHa OB IIOJTHOCTHIO 00HAXKEH, BIIPOYEM, pa3[eBasa OHa ero caMa... IpaBa IIoMOTalu
CTPaXXHUKH, YIePKUBAIOIIKEe HEBMEHSIEMOT0 UMIIepaTopa. KaTu HEBOIbHO yIHIOHYIaCh — OHA
HUKOTTA He JyMajia, YTO yMeeT TaK KpriaTh U IPUKa3bBaTh. HO CTpaXXKHUKY, HECMOTPS Ha
IIPOTECTYIOLIEr0 UMIIePaTOPa, BEIIOIHUIK Bce ee TpeOoBaHus... COOCTBEHHO, TPHUBSI3aB IIOBEIUTEIS
K TIOCTEJIH.

B3ss OOHY 13 HpOCTbIHefI, YTO CTOIKOM OBIIM CJIOKEHBI Yy IIOCTEeJIk, OHa IIOAOIIIIa K XaCCI/IHHy, u
IIOIIBITAJIaCh CKPBITH, TO, YTO €€ TdK CMYIIAJIO.

— YTO0 THI nenaemb? — HEe COBCEM IIOHSJI €€ HaMEePEHHUA AH.
— YXe no4Ty HUYEro, — 06epHyB IIPOCTBIHL BOKPYT €ro Genep, oTBeTHIIa KaTu.

A B cnepmyiolilee MTHOBEHUE, IPOCTO 00HSA, IPUXKABIIKCH K €T0 CIIMHE, TaK U 3aMepJia, ellle He [0
KOHIIAa Beps, 4TO cracia. [lefdCTBUTEIbHO CIIacia U OH PSIIOM, OH 3[eCh, OH C HeW.

B mBepu ocTopoxkHO nmocty4yanu. OTnpsiHyB 0T XaccusHa, KaTu TOpPONINBO BEPHYIACH K IIOCTENIH,
Hajesla XajaT ¥ BCKOpe yX&Ke BIIyCKasla CTOJIb DPAHHEr0 IOCETUTETIS.

H3ymneHHBIY TOBEIUTENb PaTacca 0TOPOINEso YCTaBUICS Ha MyK4YUHY CO CBEYOU B PYKe, B KOTOPOM
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y3HaI 1opaa AHepo.
— Kak oH? — menoToM BOIPOCUJI IIpefaHHbIN COBETHUK.

— OuHyncs, — PafoCTHO BLIOXHYJIa cuacTiuBas Katapuna. — Pa3roBapuBaeT. [la BXOOuUTe, OH yKe
Iaxe BCTAJI C IIOCTEJIH.

AHepo He 3acTaBWI IPOCUTDH ce0s ABaZKIbl U TOPOILIMBO Bolllesl. IInams ero ceeuu 3akoyne6anoch OT
BETPA M3 PACKPHITOr0 OKHA, CaM COBETHUK HECKOJIbKO CMYTHUJICSI BHEIIHUM BUIOM IIOBEJIUTEIIS.
Brpouem, ero cMmyimeHue OiIUI0Ch MEHbIIE, Y4eM OTKPOBEHHOE HEITOHUMAHMe CUTyallud XaCCUSHOM.

— Moii umniepatop, — AHepo nepefnas cBeuy KaTapuHe, HU3KO MOKJIOHUJICS, JIULIB IIOCTIE 3TOTO
03BOJIKTI cebe momonTH O/rKe, — KakK BHl ce0st 4yBCTByeTe?

— CHOCHO, — fH Bce 60JIbIle YOUBIISICS MPOUCXOAAIIEMY, — Q... I0OYEMY BHI CITPALIMBAETE?

B 3TOT MOMEHT KaTapHHa HayaJja 3aKUraTh CBEYH B CIIajJIbHE U XaCCUSIH OTMETHJI, YTO KOBPOB TyT
0oJibIlle HET, YacTH MebOeIu Tak JKe, Ha CIMHKe KPOBATHU BUCAT PAa3PE3dHHBIE BEPEBKH, Y caMou
IIOCTEI HECKOJIBKO Ta30B C BOJIOM, a ellle ITOMEIeHNe OBITIO HAIIOJIHEHO 3allaxoM Tpas.

3aMeTHUB ero YOUBJIEHHBIM U ITOYTH MIOKMPOBAHHBIN B3TIIsAH, KaTu ¢ yneIOKOM MMOSICHUA:
— Brl Haxomuiucek B 6ecrnaMaTCTBE NeBITh THEH.
fH MeqJIeHHO OIyCTHJICS Ha ITOJIOKOHHHUK, BOPYT 0CO3HAB, UTO HOTU He fiepXkKar.

— Bac oTrpaBuiu, — BHEC CBOIO JIEIITY B II0BeCTBOBaHue J10pa AHepo. — [la, Kak 9TO He YOUBUTEJIBLHO,
MOM TOCTIOIWH, HO U3BECTHAS BaM JIe[IX MCII0JIb30Baia Sifl, KOTOPHIM...

— K cuacTsio, BH Ipuexanu Ko MHe, — KaTapuHa He yaepzKaach, ITOfIOIIIa U B3si/ia ero pyKy
000UMHM TafOHSIMH, YyTh MOTJIaguiaa, — K MOEMY BeludaillieMy CYacThiO 5 9TOT 7 3Halo, 6y1aromaps
Iapuany, oH ucmonb3oBa nmomobHeI. Y Mos BeyHast 6maromapHOCTh KHATuHe Hamre ApHap,
KOTOpPas Hay4uia, YTO HYKHO HeJaTh, IPYU OTPABIIEHUSX.

Jlopm AHepo yIbIOHYIICS, TTISIAS Ha XaCcCUsTHA U CTOSIIITYIO0 PsimoM ¢ HUM KaTtapuny. HeBeposITHBIN
GbakKT 3aKII0Yancs B TOM, 9YTO He OyOb ee, celiyac UMIEepHs Haxogunaach OBl B Tpaype mo 6e3BpeMeHHO
yuremieMy. AHepo 3Hall 9TO OTYETIIMBO — Bpauu PaTacca, maxe Paenep, momoub He cymenu 6. 1
mpobiieMa B TOM, YTO XaCCHSIHA U YJIEHOB €T0 CeMbH OTPABUTh OBIJIO B MIPUHITUIIE HEBO3MOXKHO,
CeKpeT popa OblI U3BECTEH UL ITOCBAIIEeHHEIM, 1 AHeCTHHa BXOJusa B KPYT HoBepeHHbX. Ho
OonbIlle BCETO COBETHUK OBIJI TOpPazkeH MOBEOeHUEM 3TOM XPYIIKOH, poOKOM U 3aCTeHYNBOM [IEBYIIKH,
KOTOpasi mepeq IUII0OM CMePTH I100MMOT0, TPeBpaTUIach B Pa3bsIPEHHYI0 TUTPULY. 3aCTaBUTh
ouIIePOB CTPaXKK CBsI3aTh COOCTBEHHOTO UMIIePaTOpPa — HECJILIXaHHOe [eJI0. A OHa 3aCTaBHIa.

Kak 3acTaBuiia yoep:KHUBaTh €ro Iocjie, KOTfa pa3 3a pa3oM BHI3EIBAJIa PBOTY, a IIOCJIe HACHIIBHO
BJIMBAJIa B TJIOTKY ITOBeNUTeNsT PaTacca Bofy, CHayaa OOBIYHYIO, 3aTeM C HaCTOSIMHU TpaB. U Benb ee
CJIOBaM II0 TIOBOIY OTPaBJIEHUs Jake He BEPUIH, HO KaTapuHy 9TO He BOJIHOBAIO — KU3Hb XaCCHUSIHA
ObLllIa ee eqUHCTBEHHOU 3a00TOH.

— o Haxoguiics B BallleM HaCTOSTHHOM Ha IIOJIBIHU BUHE, — IIpOou3HeC AHEpo. — ITO yxKe
YCTaHOBJIEHO IOCTOBEPHO. Tpoe U3 MATH OCYXKEeHHBIX Ha Ka3Hb, KOTOPHIM Obljla IaHa [103a BOBOE
MeHbIIle TOM, YTO BHIIIUJIU BB, CKOHYAJIUCh B TeYeHUe CYTOK. OOUH Ha BTOPOU OEHb, IIOCIEeOHUN
CITYCTS ellle CyTKH, OyIy4du IIPU 3TOM COBEPIIEHHO HEBMEHSIEM.
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XaccusgH MeIeHHO IIOBEPHYII TOJIOBY K KaTapHHe, CYyOOPOZXKHO CIJIOTHYJI, OCO3HAaBasd CIIy4YHUBIIEECHd.

— Bce xopoiro, — KaTtu mpopmonxana gepkaTh ero 3a PyKy, — BCe [IeHCTBUTEIbHO 3aMeyYaTeIbHO. Bh
JKWBBI, OCTAJIbHOE HEe UMEeeT 3HAYeHMUSI.

Y oTmycTHB ero nafgoHb, JeByIIKa IMOKMHYJIa CIaibHI0, YTOOB PacmopsgUTLCS O 3aBTPaKe.
XaccusH MocMoTpen Ha AHepo U 3afal TOIbKO OOWH BOMPOC:

— I'me ona?

— HMMnepaTpuna? — MOYTH LIETIOTOM OTBETUJI COBETHUK.

— HuxrTo gpyro# He Mor! MeHs B IpUHLIKUIIE HEBO3MOXKHO YOUTH!

4" YyBCTBOBaJ, KakK 3/7I0CTh 3aKUIMAET ITe-TO BHYTPH, SPKUM CUHHUM IIJlTaMeHEeM CXKUTas 4YyBCTBa K
TOM, YTO OH XPaHHUJI U obeperasn BOIPEeKH BCEMY... IaXKe KOIMa CTaJi0 U3BECTHO, YTO XuJaiop
HUKOTIa He BOUfeT B cuiIy pona. «Ecnu 6bl He KaTapuHa!» — 3Ta MBIC/Th CTy4alla B BUCKAX, B CEPAIIE,
0exkaJia 1o BeHaM.

— B maHHBIM MOMEHT UMIIePaTPHUIla IO OXPAaHOH BO ABOPIE, — coobmus mopa AHepo. — Ham
yIanoch CKPHITh CITyYUBILIEecCs, Bce YOeXkKIeHbl, UTO Bbl pa3BjieKaeTeCch C MOJIONOi XKeHou. K
COXKaJIeHWI0, Balll HaclIemHUK... KpoHmpuHI] cOexkar.

— Kyma? — fIH Bce ellle He MOT IOBEPUTH B CIIyUUBIIEECH.
— JlaccapaH, — mpomenTan AHepo.

* % x

HWMnepaTop MOKUHYI €€ B TOT XK€ [OeHb, VIIel, He OTJISObIBasCh U IIpsgdya BUHOBATHIE ra3a. [Ipu
Anepo Katapuna He peliniach pacCIpoCUTh O CIIYUYMUBIIEMCS, a fH sIBHO He XKeJjlajl faxe IIPoCTo
IIOTOBOPHUTb.

JIvmik cIycTs TpH OHs KaTaprHa ycreliiana CTYK KOMBIT BO OBOPE, a 3aTeM U IIOBENTUTEIbHEIN I1ac
UMIIepaTopa.

OtnoxuB pacuyecky, KaTu moToponunach BCTPETUTD AOJT0XKIAaHHOTO TOCTS, HO fIH omnepenun, u
IBEPH pPacliaXHyJlach IpexKfe, YeM IeBYIIKa yCIela B3sThCS 3a PYUKY.

— EcTb pa3roBop, — Haydan oH 0e3 mpeaucioBuii. — BaxkHEBIN U cepbe3Hbll! KaTapuHa yIUBIEHHO
B3rJISHYJIa Ha CylIpyra, ¥ JIUIIb KUBHYJIa B OTBET.

— YBepeHa? — TyT Xe CIPOCHUIl fH.
— Haepnoe, — KatapuHa Oblyla yIUBIEHA €0 ITOBEIEHUEM.

— YuTH, THI MOXKeIllb 0TKa3aThCsa! — TeMHEIE I'lla3a CMOTPEIIN C KaKHUM-TO CTPDAHHEIM, IIOYTH
3aBOpPazKuUBAIOIMUM MeEpPLOaHUEM, U Katu He yJ10BHJIa CYyTh HaM€EKa.

— MHe eCcTb CMBIC]I OTKA3bIBAaThCSA? — YAUBIIEHUE BCE BO3PACTAJIO.

— ThI ©UMeels Ha 3TO IIPpaBO, — THUXO0 OTBETHUII XaccusH.
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— Bu1 xenaeTe, 4TOOHI ST OTKa3anach? — OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCHJIA IeBYIIKa.
— f meuTaro, 4TOOBI T COTJIAaCHIACh, — THUXO OTBETHI fH.

— Torpa s cornacHa, — KaTtu ynbiOHynacs.

XuTpas ynbibKa MeIbKHYIa Ha CMYTJIOM JiKlle, ¥ fIH KOBapHO IIPOIIenTal:
— BOT 4 IOMHHU... 0 CBOEM COTJIaCUH.

B cnepyrormyio ceKyHIy, HU4Uero He Iog0o3peBaoas eByIKa Obljla CXBaueHa, mepebpolneHa yepe3
IIJIeY0 ¥ IOBOJIbHO IIOCBHCTHIBAIOIINY HMIIEPATOP IMOHEC ee Mpoyb. CHavasa U3 CIaJbHHU, a I0C/e U
13 3aMKa. OTIIyCTHU IUILIE BO IBOPE, ¥ TO, UCKITIOYUTENIHHO IJISI TOT0, YTOOH MMOCAiUTh Ha JIoIIadh, Ha
KOTOPYIO CIIE0OM 3alIPHITHYJI U CaM.

— He conpoBoxpaath! — ero equHCTBEHHBIN IPUKA3 CTPaXKHUKaM, U faxe XapaHy. — CHULIETB,
XKMaTh.

Y KaTtapuns! He OBLIO CJIOB, YTOOBI BRIPA3UTh CBOE yOUBIEHUE, XaCCUSH TaK XKe MOJT4ajl, HalpaBIsis
KOHS K CKajlaM, YTO BeHYalu mo0epexkbe.

Iopora 3aHs1a 0K0/I0 Yaca. HeKoTopoe BpeMsi OHM ITpo0upauch MeXkay cKajaMy, a 3aTeM AH
CIIPHITHYJI C JIOIIagy, cTaumi U KaTu, mocse 4ero CHsB YIPSXKb C KOHS, IONPOCTY OTIYCTHUJI €TO0.

— ¥V MeH4... MOSIBUJIKCH BOIIPOCH], — ITpo6opMoTasia AeBYyIIKa.
— TrI cornmacunack, — OTBETHUII €M KaK HUKOTa OOBOJIbHLIN UMIIepaTop. — Hasag moporu Her.
— KoHe4HO, — OHa TSAXKeJ0 B3[0XHYJIa, — BBl K€ TOJIBKO YTO OTIIYCTUJIX JIOLIaMb.

AH yneIOHYICS, MOAXBATUII €€ Ha PYKU U B CTYIIAIOMIUXCS CyMepKaX, TIOHEC BIIEPe, 0CTOPOXKHO
CTyTIas 10 3eMJie, YCesTHHOM OCKOJIKaMM CKal.

OHY MUHOBAJIM CBETJIBIM Y4aCTOK U BCTYNUJIU B CyMpaK I'poTa, Korga XacCUsH 3afial BOIIPOC:
— KaTu, HaCKOJIbKO THI... Bepulllb B [IpecBeTioro?
— OTO... UHTEPECHBIH BOIIPOC, [IJIT TOTO KTO SIBJISIETCS 3AIUTHUKOM BCEX BEPYIOIINX B UMIIEPHUH.

— Thl He OTBeTHUJIA, — OH IEPENPHITHYJ Oerymmui U3 rnyOruHb Ielepsl pydel, — Tak Bce XKe,
HACKOJIBKO ThI BepHUIIb B Ky/IbT [IpecBeTioro OrutaHa.

— locrogp HaIl BCEMOTYIUN, — OTBETHJIA 3aUHTPUTOBaHHAsA COOBITUSIMH [EBYIIKA.
— Mw, a ecyu Ol 51 CKa3aJl, YTO KOTla-TO JaBHO CYI[eCTBOBaIM MHEIE OOTH.
— Hampuwmep, [IpecBetnas epa OpTaHoHA?

— Hanpuwmep, Xpauurenbuuiia OCTpoBa, — OH OCTAHOBHIICS, HO B TEMHOTe He OBIJIO BUTHO ee JIUIIA,
YTO HECKOJIBKO MCIIOPTUJIO MOMEHT.

— XaccusH, — Katu moexwunach, — S IpeanpuHsiia Bce He0OXOOUMEIE MEPHI, ST He MOT
IIOMIEMCTBOBATh Ha Balll Pa3yM...
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— I'mymneimka, — OH HEXKHO TI0IIeJIOBall ee, a 3aTeM IIPOJOJIKIII ITyTellleCTBHE 110 U3BECTHOM C
[IeTCTBa TPOIle, — MOSI MaJlIeHbKas TJyTIbIIIKa, KOTOpasi Ha CaMoM [iejie YMHee BCeX Ha CBETE.
KarapuHa... BEpOSITHO Thl HUKOTTIa He TIOMMeIllb, KaK MHOTO 3HQUUIIb I MEeHs, U UHOTHA g paj
3TOMY.

Katu mpomornuarna, Kpemde oOHUMAs €ro 3a Iel0 U MOJyMBIBasi 0 TOM, YTO KaKou Okl HU OBII
CUJIBHBIM MYKYHHA, HO TaK JOJITO HECTH €e 3TO UCIBITaHKe [axe MJIsT OYeHb CUITBHOTO.

— fH, BaM He TsXKeJ0? — OCTOPOXKHO crpocusia KatapuHa.
— Hert, — 1 ero crnoKoiHOe [bIxaHue OBIO TOMY ITOATBepXKaeHNeM. — He Gecrokoiics, elle HeJOTo.

A BCKOpe HelpoHHuIlaeMasi MI'la CMeHHUIaCh roy0oBaTeIM MeplianueM. KaTaprHa 3auHTEPEeCOBAHHO

BIJISIIBIBATIACh B CBET, ¥ OH CTAHOBUJICS BCe sIpYe, 10 Mepe ux IpubnuxkeHus. Eile 1moja COTHH 11aros
U fJH OTIYCTHUI ee, pa3BopayunBas K OBaJIbHOMY IIOA3€MHOMY XpaMy, B lIeHTPe KOTOPOTO TOPes SPKU
CUHMH OTOHb.

— BeuHoe mmaMsi, — MPOIIENTaN UMIIepaTop, OOHUMas ee IIedYu. — BeuHoe I1aMs, BeuHas CKOpOb
00 yTpaueHHbIX I[paKOHaX.

— IIpakoHax? — mepecnpocusia nopaxeHHas KaK YBUOEHHBIM, TaK U YCIIbIIIAHHBIM. — O 4YeM BHL.

— KaTu, — B34B ee 3a pPyKy, OH II0BeJI IeBYIIKY BHU3 110 BUTOM JIECTHUIIE, — YTO THI BEHaellb O
KOPOJIEBCTBE AiilliepaH?

[TpumepxkuBast 100KH, OHA 3alyMUYMBO OTBETHIIA:

— Korpa-To maBHO, B IpexXHUe BpeMeHa, lllappaTac, PaTacc u okpyxKatolue rocygapCcTBa BXOOUIIHA B
COCTaB €UHOT0 KOPOJIeBCTBa ANIIEepaH.

— HUmMmenHno.

— Ho 2T0 u3BectHo BceM, — KaTtu ycMexHynack. — Jla ¥ CI0KHO CKPBITh ITOI00HOE — eIWHBIN SI3BIK,
eVHas Bepa, eQUHBINA CTUJIb faXe CTPOEeHUN.

— WUmMeHHO, — OH OﬁepHYJ'ICﬂ, 00HSIJI ee 3a TAJINI0 U IIPOHUKHOBEHHO IIOMHTEPECOBAJICA. — A ckaxu,
XKeHa MOs, KakK I10-TBOEMY MOT'Jia OBITH TAK, YTO [IBa ToCymapCTBa Pa3fdeJIeHHbIe MOPEM, KOToa-TO
MOTJIH OBITH €IWHBIM IIEJIBIM.

— Mm?

— Bomee mBapamaTty gHew myTu mo Mopio, KatapuHa. To 3HaUYUTeabHAs MpobieMa [ equHeHus
rocynapcTBa, He Tak Ju?

— Hy... ma.
— W BO3HUMKAET BOIIPOC — Ha YeM IepPeIBUTaIMCh HAIK IPEOKH, YTO OOTOHSITH Kopabu?

— Ha yem? — mepecnpocuia 3auHTpuroBanHas Katapusa. XaccusiH MOTSHYJICS K ee ry0aM, JIaCKOBO
TIOIIeJIOBAJT ¥ ITPOILEITAIT:

— Ha gpakonax!

U oH BHOBB IT0BeJI ee 3a c000¥. BHU3 110 JTIeCTHUIlE, YTO LIUIa I10 KPYTY BCETO XpaMa, CJI0BHO JIMaHa
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oOBuBas ero. Korma oHM BCTYNUIIM HA YEPHBIA KaMeHb, YCTUITAOLINH 11071, OTOHb BCIIBIXHYII SIpYe.
KarapvHa ucnyraiHo BCKPUKHYJIa, HO fH UL CXKaJjl ee JTafloOHb, U IIOBeJ gansbiue. Tyna, raue B
IleHTPaIbHOM Yalre 6eCIIyMHO MBUIAN0 IPKOe CUHee IIaMs.

— XOpOH.IO, — Katu IIOCTapaliaChb YCIIOKOUTBLCSA, — M YTO 2K€ BEI 2K€JIaJIM MHE II0BedaThb O JIpaKOHaX?

OH npopomKail MoT4a BECTH €€ K OTHIO, HO TOJIBKO JouAs, KaTtu yBupgesna WHUPOKYI0 IOCTETb,
TIOKPHITYIO YellyiyaToii mKypoi. Koxka gpeBHero siepa Obljla YepHOH, YyTh MepLaoouen u
COBEPIIIEHHO MaTOBOM.

— O, IIpecBeTnbd... — OpollenTala UCIyraHHAas [AeBYyIIKa.

Pyku XaccusiHa JIer/Iu Ha ee IJIeYr, MSITKO MTPOBEeJIM BHU3, JOUIS M0 OPOKAIIKX JIafoHeH M CHOBa
BBEPX, YTOOB HA¥YaTh OCTOPOXKHO PACIIHYPOBHIBATH €e IIIaThe.

— YTo BH mennaeTe?

— Paccnalbcsi, — mpolIenTan OH CKJIOHMBIIKCE K €€ IIee ¥ HEXKHO MOKYCHIBas CIadKyi0 KOXY, — U
noBepbcst MHe, KaTapuHa. 4 He mpoiry 0 MHOTOM, IIPOCTO HOBEPHCS.

OH 0CTOPOKHO MOTSIHYJT PACUIHYPOBaHHOE TIJIaTe BHU3, OTOJISAS ee MIeYy U Ipyab, a KaTu gpoxana
BCEM TeJIOM, He Befjas 4Yero MOKHO 0XKHUAATh OT BCEH 3TON CUTYaIWH.

— JloBepbcs MHe, KaTu, — ero nouesnyu CIyCTUIACH HA CIIUHY, @ I1JlIaThe fH NPOooikKa CTATUBaTh.
— W Bce XKe, — oHa NpUKpPHIIa 00HAXKUBIIYIOCS TPYAb PyKaM#, — 4TO JKe Bbl COOUpaeTech CoenaTh?
— 4d? — oH THX0 paccMesisicsi. — A coOupaloch BHITYCTUTH 3Bepsi, KaTapuna. Y moka3aTh ero Tebe.
[leByllKa B3OpOrHyIIa.

— Tebe x0m0qHO? — OH Pa3BEPHYII ee, BIISAEINCS B T0OIeIHeBIIee JTUIO.

A KaTtapuHa BOpyr BCIOMHUJIA IPYTOY XpaM, B KOTOPOM I'OpeJl TeIJIBIA OTOHb CBEYEH, U CJI0Ba
Ipyroro My4uHn «f corpeto Tebsi, Mosi KaTapuHa».

— Het, — npocToHana geByllkKa, — He Hafo... [laBauTe yifeM 0TCIOaa, ...

fH cTSHYN ee maThe. Mom4ya ¥ PEIIUTENIbHO CHSII U HUuXHee Oenbe ¥ HUXKHUEe 100Ku. U eqBa
KatapuHna ocTtanachk COBepIIeHHO 00HaXKeHHOM, IIOAXBATUI Ha PYKU U OTHEC K JIOXKY, ITOKPHITOMY
HECOMHEHHO IIKYPOU ApaKOoHa.

— IMTocMmoTpu Ha MeHs, — MOTPeOoBa UMIIEPATOpP, HaBKUcas HaJl TepenyraHHoM JeBYIIKON, — IPOCTO
CMOTPH Ha MeHs. JT0 5! {1 HUKOrma He MpuunHio Tebe Bpexd. A He cruenato Tebe 6ombHO. U 51 Oymy ¢
ToOOM, Bcerna, Katapura. A To, 4TO MPOU30UIET Celyac 3TO BRICIIAsI CTEIIEHh MOET0 I0Bepus K Tebe,
3TO map Moew mo0BH... [IoBEPLCS MHE.

Ho KaraprHa gpoxaia, HeCMOTpS AaxKe Ha TO, YTO IIKypa ApakKOHa OKa3asjlach Ha YOUBIIEHUE TeIiou
U MSTKOH, 4 BCe Xe...

— Tax He nougeT, — fH CKJIOHHUJI TOJIOBY K IJIeYy, — TaK COBCEM HUKYfa He TOOUTHCS. Tl OOHUIIIBCS,
a 9TO HempaBulibHO, KaTu.

— OTHYCTI/ITe MeHs! — OHa €lIBa ObIIialla. — Ecnu BH Tak KejaeTe COUTHUS, MOS CIIaJlbHA BCerga
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OTKDPBITA OJId BaC, HO...

B 4epHBIX rJ1a3ax MeNIbKHYJIO IyKaBoe BhipakeHue. YyTh CKJIIOHUB I'0JIOBY HabOK, fH 3araflogHo
IpoIIenTat:

— Cnopum, IpOMAET COBCeEM HEMHOI'O BpeMeHH, U THI Oyfellb YMOISATh He OCTaHaBIUBaThCs. boree
TOTO, TH OyemIb yMOJIATh BOUTH B Te0s... KaK MOXKHO I'Ty0Ke U IBUTaThCSA BCE CTpeMUTeNIbHee. Th
OymeIb MPOCUTL MeHsT 00 9T0O, MUIas.

— 4?! — KaTapuHa mokpacHesa II0fl er0 MHOTO3HAUYUTEIbHEIM B3TTISAOM. — f HUKOrma He Oymy!

— Hukorpa He TOBOPH HUKOT'Id, — OH CKJIOHHJICA K €€ I'DYOu, MATKO 00BeJI I3BIKOM, U JIO68.BI/IJ'I, —
OCO66HHO, KOrga mejyio KaCaeTCia JII00BH.

U Bot TyT Katu He BhepxKasa. Pe3ko 0TTONKHYB OT ce0s XaccusHa, JeByIIKa BCKOYHUIa.
— 3HaeTe 4T0! — KpPUK pa3Heccs MO0 INellepe, 0TAaBasCh IIyxuM 3xoM. — C MeHs xBaTuT! 4...

fH npocTo pacxoxoTtancs. Ero cMex B 3TOM XpaMe, Ka3aJiCcs KOITYHCTBEHHLIM U B TO K€ BpeMs
BJIACTHBIM U CAMOYBEpPEHHHIM. HO OTCMESBINNCh, OH He MEHEE BECEJI0 OTBETHII:

— 3nato, KaTu, 3Ha0. 3Ha gaxe TO, Yero TH ellle He Belaelllb, — ¥ ITPOHUKHOBEHHEIM IIEII0OTOM
noOaBumn, — Tebe TOHPABUTCH...

B cnepyioiiee MrHoBeHue fH MoMMalt MOMbITaBIIyiocs coexkaTh KaTapuHy, OAXBaTUII Ha PYKH U
BHOBb YJIOXKUJI Ha JI0XKe, U He ycrena KaTu maxe MpegupuHSTh el MOMBITKY K 6ercTBy, Kak
CUJIbHBIE PYKH BJIACTHO JIETJIN Ha ee Oedpa, pa3gBUrasi ¥ OTKPhLIBas HOCTYI K Haubosee ys3BUMOM
YaCTH ee TeJa.

— Tak BOT 4TO s 3HAI0, — K €e YOUBIICHUIO fIH He CTPEeMHUJICS HeMeJIeHHO HaOPOCUTHCS, ¥ He CMOTPS
Ha TO, YTO [epKaJll ee KPemnKo, HadyaJl OCTOPOXKHO LieJI0BaTh B3ApParuBaloluii KUBOTHUK, — I TOYHO
3Hal0, — 3aBOPaXKMBAIOIINM, YyTh POKOYYIIUM I'0JIOCOM IIPOM3HEC OH, — UTO THl MEHS XKeJaelllb,
Karn.

OHa mepHyJach, HO 3TO He ITOMEIIAJI0O EMY 11eJI0BaTh BCE HUXKE.

— U emme g 3Ha0, — ry6el KOCHYIUCH TPEYTOJIbHUKA BOJIOC, — YTO Thl 0YEHb CTPACTHAS KEHIINHA,
Musasi. B mog3emense, Thl 9TO IPOIEMOHCTPUPOBAJIa HATJISAIHO.

Katu IIOKpaCHEeJIa BCA U MTHOBEHHO, CHa4daJla OT OCO3HaHHuA ero CJIOB, a II0CJIe... OIIIyTUB €ro
HOI_IGHYI;I TaM, I'l€ B TOT Pa3 TaHell CTPAaCTH BHIIIJISACEIBAIIN €TI0 CUJIBHEBIE ITaJIbIIBI.

— YT0? — BEIOOXHYJIA CMYILeHHAs [eByllKa. — UTO BH fiejlaeTe?

— To xe, — OH BHOBB IIPOIIEJICS SI3HIKOM, YCUIMB HazKUM, OT YeT0 BCe ee TeJI0 IPOH3UIIO0
HEBEPOSITHOE OIIyIIeHNe, — YTO YKe fAenal... BOoT TonbKO Ha 9TOT pa3s s 3acTaBiiio TeOss MHOTO pPa3
IIenTaTh MOe UMS, — OH BCKUHYJI TOJIOBY, IIOCMOTPEJ B ee Tla3a U fobaBuil. — Thl TaK 602KeCTBEHHO
€r0 IPOU3HOCHUIIIE. ..

Kee HEeBEPOATHOMY YIOUBIIEHUIO, OOMHUX 3TUX CJIOB IIPOU3HECEHHEBIX €I0 YYTh XPHUIIJIBIM I'OJIOCOM OBITTO
JOCTAaTO4HO, YTOOBI CJIOMUTE BCE ee COIIPOTUBIIEHKE, HO CETrOOHA XaccusH xkemajl 3Ha4UTeIbHO
00JIBbIIIEro, YeM pa3oBoe 06J'IaJIaHI/Ie TEJIOM MOJIOHOM XKEHHI, 1 IIOTOMY BEPHYIJICA K JIaCKaM, KOTOPEIE
caMou KaTapI/IHe KaCaJIuCh KOIIYHCTBEHHBIMU.
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— He Hago, — IIPOCTOHAJIa JEBYIIKA, IIBITASACh CXKATh Genpa.

On XMEBIKHYIT N TUXO0 PACCMESIBINNCH, ITPOOOJIZKUIT HE2KHBIE, YYBCTBEHHEIE, IIOKA €I1€ BeCbMa JIETKHne
KaCaHu4d.

— He... — oHa omyTtuia, Kak TaM, Ie OLIyI[aIiCh ero I'yObl U S3bIK, BCe CUIIbHEEe Pa3ropaeTcs
TIaMsi CTPaHHOT0, TOMUTEJNIbHOTO Tella. — fH...

— MwM? — oTBeTHJI OH, He 0CTaHABJIUBASICh HU HAa MTHOBEHHUE.
— YT0 TH gesaenn?

— Jlackaro CcBOIO TI00UMYI0 KeHY, — OH YCMEeXHYJICS, ellle pa3 IMPOBeJl S3bIKOM U
IIOMHTEPECOBAJICS, — a pa3Be el He HPaBUTCH?

brnaxeHHEBI CTOH CTall ee 0TBETOM, HO Ha 9TOM KaTapHHa He YCIIOKOHJIACh:

— A BBI He CIIMIIKOM... U3BPAIIeHHKIM CII0CO00M JlacKaeTe XKeHy? 3HaeTe, MHe ogo0HOoe He KaXKeTCs
OOMYCTUMBIM H...

Ero manbIre OCTOPO2KHO IIPOHUKIIK B HEE, a JIaCK ry6aM14 " A3BIKOM OH HE€ IIPeKpalllall HU Ha
MI'HOBEHHE, U KOI'la PeYb Katu IIpepBajiaCh HEBOJILHEIM CTOHOM, HAaCMEIIJIMBO IIOMHTEPECOBAIICA:

— HeT?
— Her...

— Hy-Hy, — ero mambIlsl Ha4aau CBOIO OTHEBHYI0 UTPY, B TO BpeMs KakK I'yOBl JTJacKalikd BCe
HacTonuuBee. — Bce emle «HeT»?

Ero nmacku Ka3anuch BOJTHAMH, OJHA 3a APYTOM HaKphHIBas €e, 3aCTaBJISAS TEJIO CTATh MIPONOJIXKEeHNEM
9TOr0 OKeaHa HeXHOCTH. KaTapuHa BhrrOanach pa3 3a pa3oM, ¥ COMBINEECS AbhIXaHue, KaK U CTOHHI,
He II03BOJISIJIN €M OTBETUTh.

— U cenvac «HeT»? — OH HaAKPHUI PAa3rOpAYeHHOEe UM K€ MEeCTO JIaJOHbIO, ¥ CJIETKa Haxall.
KaTaprHa BEITHYJIaCh, MOMIBITAIaCh OTBETUTH U yCJIbIIIANIA:

— [IpocTo crkaxu «pma»...

Ho ropgocTs, HeCMOTpPsI Ha BoXOeNeHUe ellle He opeMaria, ¥ KaTu Halta B cebe CUITBl OTBETUTE:
— Her!

— Hakaxy, — BOCTOpPKEHHO U ITI0YEMY-TO 0Y€Hb JOBOJILHO COOOIIMI fH.

— OsBnapeete MHO#M? — BRITMOasCh BHOBh OT HEBRHIPA3UMOI'0 YYBCTBO HAC/TaXkeHUs, TPOCTOHAa
KarapwuHa.

— MM, gaxe He 3Hal0, — OH IOTSHYJICS K ee TybaM, BJIaCTHO IOIeJI0Bal M MCTUTENIbHO N00aBUil, —
HeT!

— YTO 3HQUUT «HET»? — AJEBYIIIKa YOIUBJIEHHO IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha TOT'0, KOT0 y2Ke KeJjlajla BCEM TEJIOM.
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— 4 Xe ckazam — HaKaXy... — OH BHOBbG IIOII€JIOBAJI €€, HO Ha cen pas3 BO300HOBMUII JTAaCKHU pYKOﬂ, nu
JOXKMITABIINCh 09YePEeOHOT'0 CTOHA, IIPOIIEIITAJI, — U HdKd3aHHue 6YJIeT d0-0-0JITUM.

W oH BHOBB BEPHYJICA K HECKPOMHEIM JIaCKdM, BOT TOJIBKO T€II€Ph, KOT'la €€ TeJIO OBIIIO
Pa3ropa4YeHHBIM U BIId2KHEIM, KaTapI/IHa YZXKe He CMOT'JIa AaXKe IIPEeOIIPUHATE IIOIIBITKU K
COIIPOTUBJIEHUIO.

B orpomMHOM TEMHOMU Ielepe CIBIIIAaNNCh IUIIb CTOHBI, TO IPOH3UTENbHEIE, TO XPUIITIBIE, TO €Ba
pas3u4yuMble ¥ CMEHSIOLIMECS IeII0TOM JOBEeAEeHHON 00 BEePIIUH HaclaXOeHus OeByIIKU. BHOBb U
BHOBD €€ TeJI0 COTPSICaJIOCh BOJTHAMU HaclaXOeHusI, HO KeJIaHHOT'0 YIIOeHHUs CTPACThIO He
Hactymnasno. YU Katapusa fmaxe He cpa3y [OHANA, YTO f1H HAMEPEHHO JOBOAUT IIOYTH [0 [IUKA, U
OCTaHaBIIMBAETCS, UTOOLI MPOMOJIXKUTD JTaCKYU €iBa €€ OhIXxaHWe BHIpaBHUBAETCs. M Korma oH B
OYepegHOM pa3 MOYTHU CBell ee ¢ yMa, KaTtu He BhiepxKana:

— HO}KaHYﬁCTa... — COpBaHHbeI T'0JIOC 3By4Yall TaK XPHIIJIO.

— YT0? — HACMENUINBO IIOMHTEPECOBAJICA UMIIEPATOD, IIJIaBHO IMOJHABIINCE U Ha4YadB PaCCTETUBATh
KaM30IJI.

— Tel... — KaTapusa mpocToHana. Bce ee Tenno Ka3anoch HAaTIHYTOW CTPYHOU, pa3yM ObLI OTPUHYT
OXBaTUBIINM e€ BO30yKIOEeHNEM, — Thl HE MOXKEIIL MEHSI OCTaBUTh BOT Tak...

OH paccMesiyicst, HU3KUM, TIOYTH TOPTAHHLIM CMEXOM, OOHHUM [BHIKEHHEM CHSIJI KAM30JI, 3aTeM
pyOaIlKy 1 HayaJl pacCTeTUBATh PeMeHb OPIOK.

— 3Haelb, YTO caMoe 3abaBHOE B 3TOM CUTyalluu? — ¥, He NOXKUAAACh €e 0TBETa, MPOJOIKUI. — ThI
maxe He MOHUMAeIlh, YTO OCTAaBUTh TeOsT TaKOM, OXBaUYeHHOM XKeJTaHNeM U CTPACTRIO, 5 IIPOCTO HE B
cunax, Katu.

— JNa? — KaTapuHa IpUIIOOHSIACh, BHE3AITHO 0CO3HAB, YTO HATOTa €€ Ceiyac COBEPIIeHHO He
cMmymaeT. — Torga Kak MHE BCE 3TO Ha3BIBATh?

— IIpemionust, — OH CHs1 OPIOKU U COBEPIIIEHHO 00OHAXKEeHHHIH IarHya K Heil. — Ho... pa3 TH Bce elre
crmoco0Ha pa3roBapuBaTh, 3HAYMT, 5 CO CBOEH 3aflaueil He cIpaBuiics. bBygeMm ucrnpaBisTh!

W oH npUCTYIUI K UCIOJTHEHUIO.

KaTapI/IHa yTpaTujla CHET BPpEMEHH. Ee romoc Obin COpPBdH, TeJI0O COBEPIIEHHO JIMIIEHO CUJI, a
TOBOPUTL OHA Y2K€ He CMOTI'JIa OBl IIpu BCEM CBOEM XKEJIdHUH, JINIIb 00eCcCHIIeHO IIemnTana ero uMs,
KOr'ma OH CHOBa W CHOBa JOBOOHWII OO I'PAHH, yTOOBI 0€32KaJIOCTHO OTCTYIIUTE.

— O, HeT! — He caoepxkanachk KaTtu, egBa OH BHOBb MPEKPATHII JIACKH, €[IBa €e TeJI0 HavaJio JPOKaTh.
— Bce ertne roopuib? — fH paccMmesincs, — CUnbHas [eBOYKa.
— fl-a-a, GombIle He MOTY, — MpocToHana KarapuHa.

— TrI mpocTO 1I0X0 ce0st 3HAEIh, — OH HABUC Haf HeM, TaCKOBO IIOIEI0BAJ U 3amall
ITPOBOKAILIMOHHEIA BOIIPOC: — ITPOmosKum?

— He...

OH BoIen B Hee HEOXKUIAHHO, PE3KO U CTPEMUTEIIBHO, 1 6/TaXKeHHBIN CTOH UCCTYIIEHHOM IeBYLIKH
pasHeccs mojl cBomaMu melepsl. Ho Boiins, SIH Bce Tak Xe He MPUHEC XKeJJaHHOTo 3aBepiieHusi. OH
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OBUTAJICS B HEM OCTOPO2KHO, UTPasiCh, ® HECMOTPMA Ha TO, YTO CaM yXKe€ eJBa COEePXKUBAJICA,
IIpekpallaTh He XKeJlaJl... 4 OdJIbIIe...

B kako#-To mur KaTtapuHe I0Ka3aioch, YTO I'PAHK PealbHOCTH U SBU CMECTHUIMCEH U BOT Hal HEH He
MYKYHWHA, @ OTPOMHBIN YePHHIN IPAKOH, YTO B3UPaeT Ha Hee TeMHBIMU, TAKUMU 3HAKOMBIMU TTa3aMU
1 00/IM3bIBa€T ACTh PA3BOEHHBIM SI3BIKOM... Ho eii yxke OBlIO BCce paBHO, BCe TEJI0 TOPEJo B
HEHUCTOBOM IIJITaMEHM JKeJIaHus ¥ KaXJoe IPUKOCHOBEHME, KaXK/I0e KacaHue ero Teja ObII0 XKeJTaHHO
U IPUSTHO... M KaK TO COBCEM CTPAHHO ITPO3BYyYall XPUIIJIEINA TOPTAHHBINA, TOUYTH HEUETI0BEYECKUN
BOIIPOC:

— Tw1 6ouIbCT MEHST?

KatapuHa 1pu BceM CBOeM XKeJlaHUU He cyMesia Obl OTBETUTH, HE CIIOCOOHAS AyMaTh, HO
TPaKTUYECKH YMOJISIONIast O 3aBepieHuu. Ho BMECTO 9TOTr0 HOBHIHM BOIIPOC:

— TrI cTaHe!b MaTePbI0 MOUX OeTeu?

OHa CMOTJIa JIWIIh BEITHYThCSI HABCTPEUY €r0 OCTOPOXKHOMY IBUXKEHHUIO B HEH, U CTPAaHHOE BUIEHUE
IpaKoOHa YIBIOHYJIOCH ¥ BCIIEIXHYJIO OTHEM. SIpKUM, CHHUM IIJIaMeHeM HaneKux 3Be3n. U Bce BOKpyT
TOpeJio B 3TOM HEBEPOSITHOM IIJITaMeHH, CKUTasl BCe TPEBOTH, HeJOBEpHe, CTPAXy U COMHEHUS. A
KarapuHa, 3aKphIB I'/la3a, B3JIeTaja Hajl BCEM MUPOM, YYBCTBYS, KaK HAIOIHSIETCS 671a2KeHCTBOM U
JIETKOCTBIO KaXKasi YacTHUYKa ee Tejo. M mapst Ham BceM cBeToM, KaTu ycrblliana OTaleHH b peB,
¥ ¥ II0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO CHHEe IIJTaMs IIPOH3UJIIO IIJIaMs KPaCHO-XKeJITOr0 IIBeTa, ropsiuee, Io4YTH
o0xkurarollee, 1 OHO 3aMepJIo B Hell... ITie-TO TaM, TJIyO0KO... ITOf CEPALIEM.

— 4 mo6mio Tebs... — OTHaNeHHbIH IEeO0T U TaKOe JTaCKOBOEe KacaHue, HO Y Hee He OBbIJIO CHJI, Jlaxke
OTKPHITH T'JIa3a, ¥ TOJIBKO cj1abast yiriOKa CKOIb3HYIA II0 UCKYCAHHBIM Iry0aM.

OHa Tak ¥ 3aCHyJa, YYBCTBYS €r0 JIETKNe TOLEeTTyH.

Ee pa3bynunu macKoBhIe MOTIaXKKUBAHUS 110 T1JIeYaM, CIIMHE, U la’Ke COKPOBEHHEIE MECTa OH
YMYAPSICS JTaCKOBO IIOTIaAuTh, HO TaK, CJIOBHO HEeB3Hayaii, ¥ pyKa CHOBa BO3BpalllajiuCh K ee
Oenpam, cruHe, miedaM. KaTu OTKphIIa rla3a U yIbIOHYyIack, 3aMETUB €T0 CYACTIIUBYIO YITBIOKY.
XaccusiH nexarn Ha 60Ky, IIOJIIepeB I'OJI0OBY PYKOH, 1 yibrI0asch, CMOTpeN Ha Hee. KaTapuHa clafiko
IIOTSIHY/ach, BHITU0AsICh CJIOBHO KOIIKA...

— He menay Tak, — HaIpsS2KEeHHO IMOOPOCUI AH.
— [MTouemy? — mporenTana KatapuHa, TOBOPUTh OHa Obllla He B CUJaX.

— Cpenaelnb Tak CHOBA, ¥ OTBET IPHUAETCS IPOOEeMOHCTPUPOBATh, — XaCCHUSTH IEPEeMeCTHU PYKY C ee
Oenpa Ha rpynb, Haval OCTOPOIKHO I'JIaguTh.

Uu CTPaHHOE NeJI0, Ka3aJIOCh BO BCEM €€ TeJie HE OCTAJIOCh HU KallJIl CHUJIbI, HO BOT €TI0 IIaJIbIIbI
CXKHMMAaIOT XOJIMHK €€ IpPynu, 1 I102KapP, Ka3aJI0Ch IMMOJTHOCTBIO HOTymeHHbIﬁ JINBHEM ero CTpacTy,
BHOBB Ha4all 3aropaTbC4d.

— He-e-eT, — mpocToHasa geByIlIKa, — BTOPOM pa3 g He BHIEPXKY... 1 IpoCcTo yMpy, HO 3TO OymeT
CUaCTIMBeENIIas U3 BCeX CMePTe.

fH paccmesinicsi, Ho 9To OBl JOOPHIM M PAJOCTHEIM CMeX, a 3aTeM OOHUM IIJIaBHBIM JBUXKEHHUEM
OKa3aBIINCh Ha Hel, IPuKall ee 3alsACThbs K UX CTPAHHOU IIOCTeNH, U IIeIys paclyXxiime u
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ITOKPaCHEeBIIHEe T'YOBI, TUXO CITPOCHII:

— 4 He ucnyran tebs?

— HemHoro... B Hauarne...

KatapuHa moTsHynmach K ero rydbaM, HO OTOIBUHYBIINCE, SJH HECKOJIbKO HAIPsS2KEHHO CITPOCHII:
— A... B KOHIIE?

— Ax, 4dH, — KaTtu 061u3Hysna ryosl, — s Oblla yKe B CTOJIb HEBMEHSI€MOM COCTOSTHUM, YTO MHE Jaxe
IIPUBUIEIIOCH, YTO MHOIO 00jlafjaelllb He THl, @ OTPOMHBIN YePHBIN IPAaKOH C UCTUHHO TBOUM
B3TJISIIOM... — JIEBYIIIKa [TIOKpacHesla ¥ IpoIlelTana, — BepPOATHO, IPUYKMHA B TOM, YTO Thl OTPOMHBIH.

— JlpakoH? — HECKOJIbKO YOUBJIEHHO CIIPOCUJI Ha yAUBJIEHNUE 3a0yMUYUBLIN XaCCUSH.

— MyxunHa, — Katu 00BHIa €ro e MogparuBamIIiMU OT YCTAJIOCTH PyKaMu, — Thl OTPOMHBIH, HO
HEXXHBIH, TAaCKOBLIM U CaMblil Yy[ECHBIM MyK4YHUHA.

— ITa? — K ee yOUBIIEHUIO OH OBIJT HECKOJIBKO 00€CKypaXKeH ee CJI0BaMH. — A IpakoH?

— Ila-ma, — pa3mpaXkeHHO oTBeTHsa KatapuHa, — s Iefu, CTpafaiolasi 3BpalleHHbIM
BOOOpPakeHUEM, Pa3 OHO BHIJAJI0 KapPTHHY MOET0 COBOKYIIJIEHUS C APAaKOHOM... Ho s He Mory HecTu
3a 9TO OTBETCTBEHHOCTE... Tl TBOPHIIL CO MHOH HEBEPOSTHLIE BEIH U... S X0UY elle.

Y uMnepaTopa, II0 Mepe ee CJIOB rjla3a BCe YBETUYMBAIUCh, HO CTOHMIIO €My YCIIbIIIATh TOCTIeTHIE
CIoBa:

— Co BceM BHIIIECKA3aHHBEIM MBI pa3bepeMcs IIOTOM... Kak-HUOYb, a IT0Ka 5 IIPOCTO 00513aH
BBITIOJTHUTD ITPOCHOY MOeit parolieHHOM Nenu.

[Mocnenyroiiee mpobyXKaeHHe TPOU3OIIII0 TI0YEMY-TO B €€ CllajlibHe, B ee COOCTBEHHOM IMOCTEITH U
eOWHCTBEHHBIMHU CBUIETEILCTBAME TOTO, YTO HOYHOE MyTENUIeCTBHE el He IIPUBUIENIOCH, ObITH
IIpUSITHAS YCTAIOCTh BO BCEM Tejle, la MyK4unHa, OOHMMAaBIIKiA ee JaXke BO cHe. M risas Ha To, Kak
MEPHO B3[EIMAETCS eT0 TPy.db, KakK yabeiOKa 6IyKIoaeT o YeTKO ouepuyeHHbIM rybaM, KaTapuHa
OTYEeTJIMBO IOHSIJIA, UTO JIIOOKT... 6OJIbIe BCETO HA CBETe. A ellle BEPUT, U IOXKAIyH maxe 00JbIile
yeM cebe, a erre...

— 4 Xouy CchIHA, — €[IBa CJIBIIITHO ITpoIenTajaa KatapuHa, — ¥ 94TOOBI OH OBIT TOX0XK Ha TeOS...
Vnei6Ka COHHOTO MyKYKHEI CTajla Mupe, U H XPUIIBIM ITOC/Ie CHA TOJI0COM, CITOKOMHO OTBETHI:
— Yxe ucnonHeHo, 1000Bb MOSI.

— Jla? — oHa yIMBIIEHHO CMOTpEJIA Ha HeTo.

— 2Kernaelnrs 3aKpenuTh yCIex 10 MpeBpalieHuio Te6s B MaTh MOUX OeTel? — YepHhIe I1a3a
pacnaxHynuck. — Hy, g He U3 TeX TJIYII0B, YTO OTKa3hIBAIOTCS OT IOJOOHbIX ITPEAJIOKEHUH.

* % %k

H3 auunol nepenucku 2epuozuHu Kamapunsl mae [Japmau:
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7 u3oaa.

«Mott 6eTOKyphIi JEMOH, BOT ¥ MUHOBAJIU [IEBSITh CAMBIX XKYTKUX JHEH B MOEH XKU3HHU... a [TOCIIe HUX
IIBa CaMBIX TPEKPACHBIX. 3HAEeTEe, MHe BCeraa Ka3ajoCh, YTO HET HUYEro CcTpaliHee 001U u
YHUKEHHUSI, YTO MIPHUIIIIOCH ITepexkuTh. {1 ommbiack. [IoUCTHHE yKacaeT JIUIlIb CTPaX 3a XKU3Hb
67IM3KOr0 YemoBeka. M cepmiie 3aMupaeT, CTOMT COMTHCS eT0 ObIXaHUIO, ¥ X0JIONeI0T PYKH, efBa Y
HETr0 CHOBa IOTHUMAETCs kap. Ho mpoBopst HOuM y ero 10xkKa, 1 HEM3MEeHHO BO3Bpalllanach K
eIUHCTBEHHOM MBICJIH — BCe UCILITAHHUS, CTOJIb IIIEAPO OTMEPEeHHEIe MHe [TpecBeTIbIM,
IerCTBUTEIbHO UMeH 11eJ1b. TonbKo Onaromaps [lapuany u PaHaBepHY, TeM YTO IMOYTH UCKAJICUMITH
MO0 TYIIY, i CMOTJIa CIIACTH TOT'0 eIUHCTBEHHOT'0, KOTO IeNCTBUTEIbHO Mmoobuma. A mo6io ero,
BCEM CepAIeM, BCel AyIIoH, U faXKe BCEM TeJIOM, U ITIOHMMAI0, YTO ero JbIXaHHWe BakHee MOero
COOCTBEHHOTr0... Y MeHs OLLIIO IeBATh JHeH, NeBIThL OECKOHEYHEIX JHEeH U HOuel, YTOOLI
TIEPEOCMBICTUTh COOCTBEHHYIO KU3Hb. M g 6arogapHa CIydyuBIIEMYCS... BceMy, 9TO CIIy4YUIOCh.
[ToToMy 4TO, TOJIBKO IIPOMST CYPOBHIE UCTIBEITAHUS, MBI HAYMHAEM IIEHUTH TO, YTO UMEEM.

3a cuM IIpoIy MOHSTE ¥ IPOCTUThL MEHS, HO 51 He BepHYCh B [llappaTac. {1 He BepHYCh K BaM, U
OCTaHYCh 3[IeCh, TMie 5 HyKHa, TI00MMa, U TTe MOe MeCTO. A MOe MECTO PSIIOM C HUM.

HanHoe nucbMo OymeT IepefiaHo TOM caMOU CTy>KaHKe, 4TO IpuHeca ero. OgHaKo 5 He
OTKa3BIBalOCh OT IIePEeNUCKYU C BaMu, 60jiee TOro, eC/iu 1 MOTY ITIOMOYb BaM B 60prbe ¢ TeM, KTO Bpar
HaM 00erM, 5 C pafloOCThI0 MOJENIOCH 3HAHUSMMU, OTIBITOM, COBETaMU».

21 u3oga.

«KaTu, Katu, cBsiTass HaUBHOCTD, Thl BCE HUKAK He XKeJlaellb IIOHITh — MyXKYUHH HE YMeIOT JTI00HUTS,
Karapuna. [TogunHATH, BIaCTBOBATh, UCIOIL30BaTh, HO HUKAK He M00uTh. OH UCIIONB3yeT Tebs,
mpuyYeM BecbMa yMeso. M TBoe ceparie BHOBL OymeT PaCcTOITAHO, a 4To moToM? YTo XK, 5 IMOgoXKay, a
s yMmelo xkmaTh, KaTapuna.

3a cMM 3aKaHYMBA0 TUPUYECKYIO YaCTh, ¥ TEPEX0XKY K MEeHee BaxKHKEIM BOIIpocaM. [10TOMy 4YTO ThI
II7151 MEHS BaXKHee BCEero, pafocTs Mos. MTak, HaM CTano U3BECTHO O TBOEM HOBOM cTaTyce... Har
000N MaTbuUK 0TPEArupoBas BecbMa OypHO, TOCTIe 4ero CKaTUiICs K 6aHambHOM mbsiHKe. OH
0CO3HAaJI, 9YTO OTHHIHE Thl HEJOCTYIIHA AJIST €T0 IMOCTeNd. [[0/IKHA IPU3HATh 3a €r0 HafeHueM s
HabJTIoasma co 37I0PaiHOM YXMBITKOH Ha JIUIle — IMPUSTHO BUNETh, KaK TBOU BPary PHAAIOT OT
OeccunmbHOM 3710051, 3HaEIb, a Befib OH TI00UT TeOs. CTpaHHOM, HEHOPMAJIbHOM U M3BpallleHHOU
m0060BbI0, HO TI00UT. ThI GbI7Ia BCEM [IJISI HETO — €0 CUJION, er0 PELINTEIbHOCTLIO, eI0 CTepXkHeM. 1
ceryac Hal 60IBIION MaJIbYUK POCTO 6ecxpeOeTHRIN CIU3HSK... CKJIOHHBIH K 3710yIIOTPe6IeHnI0
BMHOM. HO MHe ero COBEpIIeHHO He XKaJlb, KaXkKAblii UMEET TO, YTO 3aCITyKUBAET.

¢4 e ¢ pagoCThIO BOCIIOIL3YIOCh TBOEH IIOMOIIBI0, MOSI CBSITast HAUBHOCTh. Y moporast, Mbl ObLIH
CITMIIKOM OJIM3KHM, [IJISI TOT0, YTOOBI THI IO CHX IIOP oOpaliajachk KO MHE Ha «BBI».

35 u3oaa.

«Moi 6eTOKyphIi JEMOH, Thl TOBOPHILE O TOM, YTO MYKYUHEI HE YMEIOT JTIOOUTH, HO BOT OH BXOJUT,
€Tro B3TJIS[ OTHICKMBAET MEHS B IIOMEIIeHUH U TJIa3a HAUUHAIOT CBETUTHLCS J1I000BbI0. U s MOHUMaI0,
YTO B €r0 I'JIa3ax 51 — BeCh MUP, KaK U OH B MOUX. JTO HEBEPOSITHOE, CUJIbHOE, U TAKOEe BOTHUTEJIbHOE
YYBCTBO, ¥ KOTTa MBI BMECTE, KaXKeTCs, YTO HeT HUYEro, YTO CITIOCOOHO Pa3/Iy4YuTh HAC, a IIaMs B

IIpaBo Ha cyacthe (CH) 73 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

MO€eM cepflle HUKOTfa He moracHeT. OH MOSI Cia, OH MOe JbIxaHue, OH MOs Xku3Hb... OH. 1 Kaxpmoe
IPUKOCHOBEHME, KaXKas HeKHOCTh, YTO OH JAPUT, KaK OYepegHoe Mpu3HaHue B JT00BU. MHe
IIOCTOSIHHO KaXKeTCs, YTO g IPOLIa CKBO3b 3ePKajo U 0YyTHUJIach B KAKOM-TO APYTOM, COBEPIIEHHO
nHOM Mupe. TaM, mo3afu, octanack 601k yTPaT, CTPax I0TEPh, CEPOCThL U OTHASHHE, a 3[IeCh BCE
IIBETET APKMMU KpackKaMU HafleXKObl, PagoCTH H... HacnaxaeHus. O, CKOIbKO HacllakOeHUs OapuT
m000Bb... THl TOBOpUIIa MHE 00 9TOM TaK YacTO, HO HEUTO IMOJ00HOE s UCIIBITHIBAJIA JIUIIE ABAXK/Ib —
¢ ToOO¥ B TOM KapeTe, U C IPOCTHHIM TellapfoM B HOYb rmobera. M o0a pa3a BCINIECK YYBCTB OBLI IO,
BIUSHUEM JypMaHa. A ¢ HUM M Ccefyac 3TO He BCIIJIECK, 3TO B3PHIB MTONOOHEBIN (eliepBepKy. ITO
OKeaH YYBCTB 4YTO OH ITPOOYyXKIaeT BO MHE, 9TO IIITOPM, HEUCTOBHIN 1 HEYIePKUMEIH... A ocre
OCTaeTCs MOpe HeXKHOCTHU U CYACThs, OT TOTO YTO S C HUM, UTO 5 €ro, a OH Mo#. U Temeps s MOHUMAIO
— BCe, UTO Thl TOBOpHUJIa 0 1100BU, KaXKA0€e CII0BO, 0Ka3aJioCh HEBEPOSITHOM, HETIOCTHXKUMOM, HO
IpaBmIo. f cyacTnuBa, s MeHCTBUTEILHO CUACT/IMBA, ¥ UCIIOTHEHHAS HeXKHOCTH YIIbIOKa UrpaeT Ha
Moux r'ybax, Korma muiny Tebe 06 aToM. U yKe He uMeeT 3HaYEeHUST MeXI0yCcoOHast BOMHA, YTO
TPO3UT UMIIEPUH. MBI BMECTE, @ 3HAYUT, MBI CIIPAaBUMCS, B 3TOM COMHEHUW y MEHS HeT.

Hamrero 6ornbIioro Manbyuka MHe He Xkab! CoBceM. Teneps, Kora 51 TOHUMAI0 KakK 3TO MOXKET
ObITH, B OTHOIIEHUM K HOYaM ITPOBEEHHEIM B €TI0 ITOCTE/IM, OCTAIOTCS JIUIIb TOJIKO FOpeyb U
HellOHUMaHue.

A Temepb BaxHoe. B ero cnanbHe, oOpaTuTe BHUMaHUe Ha CTaTy3TKy IIpecBsToii [leBrl
OpTaHOHCKOM. B Hel CKpPHIT KJII0Y OT MaJIeHbKOU PE3HOM IIKATYJIKH, KOTOpas BeH4aeT KaMuH. Brl
HEONHOKPATHO BUAEJU 3TO BEIPE3aHHOE U3 KaMHS 4y[o, HO, KaK U BCe HeCBefyllye HUKOr[a He
[OrafbIBaINCh O TOM, YTO 3TO HE IPOCTO KaMeHb. 3aMOYHas CKBaXKWHA HAXOAUTCS C3aAy, CKpPhITa OT
ria3. B caMou mIKaTyIKe phlyar, MO3BOJIAIOIINN OTKPEITh CEKPETHYIO ITaHeb. Yaauu, Moi
Bemnoxkypeiii [JeMon».

5 pas.

«JI1000BB MOSI, HUKOT'Ia He HUCIIBITEIBaJla MYK PDEBHOCTH... 1O CaMOT'0O TBOETO nucbMa!l

CBsTast MOsi HAUBHOCTD, HafleXk/a 3aroIydyuTh Tebs1 CTaHOBUTCS Bce 0ojiee mpu3payHo, Ho... Ho
YTO-TO BHYTPHU MEHS 04eHb pafgyeTcs TBOeMy cuacThio, KaTapuHa.

YTo KacaeTcs TBOEr0 MUJIOTO ITOfiapKa MHe — OH OKa3aJsicsd 00Jibllle U 3HaYUTeIbHee, YeM g MOrJia
IIPEATONI0XKUTh. ITO YCKOPUT MO0 ITo0ey rofa Ha TpH, Kak MUHUMYM. Mosi 6arogapHocTh Tebe u
HECKOJIBKO COBeTOB, i Tebs. CTapas Kapra FOTOBUT 3aroBop. [la, Mosi CBsiTast HAUBHOCTD, V¥ MEHS
eCTh IJa3a u ymu nosciony. Celuac [jis Hee, 51 IPO Kapry, KpallHe BaXHO YCTPaHUTh TOT0, KTO, YT0O
ero fIeMOHHI o61ackanyu, KTo Tede Tak Jopor. M3 UMermuxcs y MeHsl CBefleHull, HallafleHne
npou3oifeT y HeOe3bI3BeCTHOT0 Tebe eKaps, BepOsiTHee BCEro Ha TPeTUil JeHb II0CTIe MOJTy4eHus
TOOOY maHHOTO NKchMa. [IoHMMAlo, UTO ceiiyac TBOM HeXHble PyUKU HAuHYT JPOXKaTh, a TPEIeTHOe
CepmedKo CKUMAThCS OT cTpaxa. Mol coBeT — yOupai cTapyo Kapry, OHa BaM CIIOKOWHO XKUTh He
nact. MgeanbHbIY BapuaHT Kapa HeOecHasA. Ecnu noxenaers, OTIIPaBIgics Be4epoM 3TOTO JHS Ha
IPUCTaHb, Halau Kopabnb «[Iuts 6ypu» u nepefail KanuTaHy TOJIBKO OFHO: «[IyCTh CBEPIIUTCS
npaBocyaue». OH IOMMET, U UCIIOJIHUT.

C m1000BbIO K TEOE».

19 pas.
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«Mott Benokypsiii [IeMOH, ¢ mpuckopbueM coob1iaio, 4YTO U3BeCTHAs HaM BBICOKOIIOCTaBIEHHAS JIeTU
CKOPOIIOCTUKHO CKOHYasach. Kapa HebecHas HacTuria ee Ha Bxofe B xpaM [Ipecsetnoro OruraHa,
yTmaBIei ¢ xpaMa cTaTyei. 1 Xe, cienyiomas 3a Hell, 0CTaHOBUJIACh, Habbl BEIC/TYIIATH TPOCHOY TPeX
JKEHIIUH C OKPauHHBIX CEJIEHUSX, YTO IPUOLIY B KaueCTBe ITaJIOMHUI]. B Hapoae pacnpocTpaHsoTCs
Ciyxu, 4To Mos fobpoTa Oblsia Bo3HarpaxpaeHa [IpecBeTnbiM. Tak Ke aKTUBHO PaCIPOCTPAHIIOTCS
CJIyX4, UYTO MOU IIPUKOCHOBEHUS CIIOCOOHHI U3JIEYUTh OT O0Jie3HeM... [lapTaH OKPYXKEeH TONION
CTpaXkAyIIUX, ODHAKO B HAIleM HHIHEITHEM II0JIOKEHUH, 3TO He TaK yXK IJ10X0. YTo KacaeTcs
COOBITHUS, 0 KOTOPOM THI IPEAYIPENNia — HECMOTPS Ha IPeANpUHSTEE MHOIO Mephl, 3arOBOPILIUKY
elBa He PaHUJIU Moe fbixaHue. A XapaH IocTpafasl, 1 jie3Bue 0Ka3aloch OTPaBIeHHBIM, HO CIIaCTH
3Beps yoanock. M moToMy HeT y MeHs XKaJloCTH K norudei nepu! XoTs s 1Ty, ¥, HaBepHOe, cCaMou
cebe. ITo yxkacHO! ITO BCe MPOCTO yKacHO. M cTousmo Okl BO3pagoBaThCS TOMY, YTO HET 6osee
OIIaCHOCTH, @ MHE CTPAIIHO ¥ TPEBOXKHO...».

33 pas.

«KaTtu, cBSITasi HANBHOCTD, a HE OepeMeHHa JI T, TI000Bb MOsT? UTO-TO MHE MOACKAa3kIBAeT, YTO
Ipeamnosioxenue BepHo. ONATh Ke MaJIbIII TOJIKaeTCs, MOATBEPKAs yaapaMyu HOXKHY, UJTA PYUKH.
OX, paioCTh MAaTEPHUHCTBA 3TO HE TO, UTO MPHUHOCUT MHE PafiOCTh.

YTo KacaeTcs rubey U3BECTHOM HAM CTAPOM Kapry, HUKaKas OHA He JIe[ Iy, HauBHOCTh Mos. Jlemu He
TIOCTYTIAIOT TaK C TEMH, KTO UMeJl 6J1arOPOACTBO B3SATh UX B JKEHBI, HECMOTPS Ha BO3pPACT U HalU4YKe B
yTpobe uyxkoro guTs. Ho Kak rOBOPUTCS — COBepIIua 61aroe Aejio, TOTOBbCS K pacIiyiaTe, U 3Ta
WCTHMHA IOATBepPXKOaeTcs: BeKaMu. He mevanbcs o Helt u ee cyab0e, 6raromapst TBOeMy
BO3J1I007IEHHOMY OHA MPOXKUJIa KU3Hb BCEMU MTOYUTAEMOM UMIIEPATPUIIL], @ He BCEMHU 3a0bITOM
MOHAXHMHH Ha 0CcTpoBe Ilevyanmu. Y mMOAIOCTHIO C €6 CTOPOHEI OBIIO OTIIATUTE 3a MOOPO, HY a KTO el
BUHOBAT. He rpyctu, Tebe ceiyac He KeIaTelbHO.

PapmocTs Mosi, a coo0IIH MHe, eCTh i citabbie MecTa y yopfa CreHe? Cell MHOUBUL HECKOJIBKO
M3JIHIIHE PhSH B UCIIOJIHEHUY HAJIOXKEHHBIX Ha HEro 00513aHHOCTEH. »

* % %k

— IloueMy CTPOUTETILCTBO €llle He 3aBeplleH0? — KaTtapuHa, B CKDOMHOM YEPHOM IIJIaThe, THEBHO
CMOTpeJia Ha TpeX MOAPSIAYNKOB. — BaM ObIJT Ha3BaH MpefeNIbHBIN CPOK, 1 BBl B3SI7TU Ha ce0s
00s13aTeNIbCTBA, TakK IMOYEMY Ke cerdyac 5 CIIBIILY JINIIb KaJIKKUe OlpaBoaHus?

MyKYWHEI CTOSIIH, OTIYCTUB T00BbL. OnpaBmaHus ObUIM, HO B JEHCTBUTENILHOCTH U BUHA 3a
COpBaHHBIE PAOOTHI UMETTACS.

A dH, BanbsiKHO CUMSIINNI B Kpecye y OKHa, C HaclaxkaeHueM J1to00Bacsi COOCTBEHHOM KeHOH. Yke
eIMHCTBEHHOMU. BripoueM, OH 1Mog03peBal, YTO eMUHCTBEHHOM IJIsSI HETO OHA CTaJjla C IIePBOTO
B3rnsaaa. Y cetiuac oH mo0o0Bajics TeM, Kak nmpeobpa3uiachk ero HexkHas IeBo4YKa. B rima3ax 6omnee He
OBIIO 3aTPABJIEHHOI0 CTPaxa, CIMHA MPsSMasi, YyTh B3IEePHYTHIHA MOAOOPOHOOK U YBEPEHHOCTb B CBOUX
cunax. Ho mepeMent ummepaTopa He 0eCIIOKOUIH, 0€CIIOKOMIIN JINIID MKChMa, KoTopeie KaTapuHa
HEU3MEHHO II0JTy4ajia, ¥ CTOJb XK€ HeM3MeHHO IKcajla OTBETHHIE.

— 4 oxupan BUAUMEBIX PE3yNIbTAaTOB, — JIEASTHBIM TOHOM IIporoBopuiia KatapuHa, — B IPOTUBHOM
CIydae s IPUMY MepHI, AJIs MpefoTBPalleHys Balllell CTPOUTEIbHON OesTeIbHOCTH !

Mrbene Axuce, MbeHe JlepHa 1 MbeHe Caiipo, HU3KO KJIaHSsSICh, TOKUHYIM CKPOMHBIHM KaOUHET B
IIpUIOTe CBATON HunaMuHEHL
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— OTO HEBEPOSITHO, — pa3rHeBaHHas KaTapuHa o6epHyIack K UMIEpaTopy, — Myk4YuHH PaTtacca
CTOJIb IIEIPHI B CBOMX OOEIIAaHUAX, HO CTOJIb XK€ CKYIIbI B UX UCIIOJTHEHUH.

— I'po3naga Katapuna, — XacCUsIH pacCMessiCs, — BCe [IeJI0 B TOM, YTO paHee OHU He BOCIIPUHUMAIIN
TBOU yKa3aHUs BCEPbe3.

— Toyemy? — [meByIIKa pa3BePHYJIACk, 0OMKEHHO TIOCMOTPeJIa Ha HeTo.

— XOpOHIeHBKI/Ie KEHIIWHEI PEJKO OBLIBAIOT Tpe60BaTeJ’IbHLIMI/I YIIPABIAKOIIUMHA, 1 PaHEE OHU
CcuMTanay OOJIBITMHCTBO TBOUX Tpe6OBaHHfI JINIIb KAIIPA30M.

— Ax tak! — KaTaprHa rHEBHO IIPOIIJIACH 110 MOIYIyCTOMY KabuHeTy. — B TakoM ciy4yae MHE
IPUETCS TOBOPUTH C HUMU MHaye!

— Hampumep? — Becesio MOMHTEPECOBAJICS AH.

— B cnyyae HeBHIIIONIHEHUS YKa3aHHBIX paboT B CPOK, ... 5 I0CaXy UX B TEMHHUIY, Ha XJ1e0 1 Bomy!
OHuU [0MKHBEL OTHABaTh cebe OTUET B TOM, UTO B35Thle 0053aTE/IbCTBAa HEOOXOOUMO BEIIOTHSATH!

YcMmelika ucdesna C ero nuila, AH naaBHO MOOHSICS U, Togounsd K KaTapruHe, BHUMATEIbHO
ITIOCMOTPEIT B OTPOMHEIE KapHe Tjla3a, ero BOmpoc 0BT 00MaHUYMBO HEXKEH:

— JI1060Bb MOSI, @ THI TOTOBa ITOHECTU OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a HallCaHWe U TOJTyueHue CEKPETHhIX
IIOCJIaHuN?

Y o ynoBun! 3ToT OLICTPHIM B3TJISAA Ha, Ka3aJ10Ch, MOHOJIUTHYIO CTEHY! YCMeXHYJIICsI, TaCKOBO
II0LIeJI0Ball, a 3aTeM CTPEMUTENIbHO HAlIPaBUJICSA K TalHUKY .

KaTu 3amepria, TTsfs, KaK JeJI0BUTO UMIIePaTOp MPOIINyIIHIBAeT KaMHHU, ¥ 3aCTOHAJIA, elBa OH C
TOP2KECTBEHHEIM: «Hairesn!» OTKPBIT CeKPEeTHYIO ITaHe b, B3sgB muchbMa, AH MOOAMUTHY eH, |
TIOJOUMS K OKHY, BHOBb YCTPOUJICS B CTOJIb IOJIIOOUBIIIEMCSI €My Kpecie.

— UnTaTh 4yKHe MHUChMa, HEe CIIUIIKOM 671aropogHO! — CKPEeCTUB PYKHU Ha I'PYAU, 3aMeTHIa
Karapusna.

— HebmaroponHo, 9T0 CKphIBaTh OT MeHS JII000BHYIO MEPENUCKY, — HEBO3MYTUMO OTBETHUN fH,
pa3BopauuBasi CJIOXKeHHY0 Oymary.

— OHa He mo6oBHasE! — BO3MYTHIACh IeBYIIKa. HacMemnuBas yXMbIIKa U JIyKaBoe:

— ¥V T1ebst ecTh cI10co6 OTBIEYHh MEHS OT YTEHHUS... BOCIIOIb3YHCS UM... — HO PAa3BEPHYB U
Tpo0eKaBUIKCh TTIa3aMU 110 CTPOKaM, SIH U3MEHUT CBOe MHeHue, — KaTapuHa, mHChMO MHcala
JKEHIIMHA, 3T0, HECOMHEHHO, HO ToyeMy obpalieHueM K Tebe cykut «JI1000Bb MOSI»?

— B&I Bemb yKe morafilanuchk OT KOTO 3TU MuChbMa, — Katu mopoiia 651uxke, 1 OH IPUBBIYHBIM KECTOM
ycaOui ee Ha KojieHH, 0OHSIB OMHOM PYKOM, a BTOPOM [epsKa CTOJIb 3aMHTEepecoBaBIllee ero mocjaaHue.

— BupuMo THI IIpefdmosnarasa, 4To S MOTY UX IIPOYECTh, Pa3 He COXINIa, — MEXAY Oel0M 3aMeTHUl
XaccusH.

— IlpuunHa He B 3TOM, — KaTapuHa ycTpousa ToloBy Ha ero Ijiede, — 5 9aCTO UX IEePEYUTHIBAIO.

— HeynouBuTenbHO... — OH YCMEXHYJICS U 3auuTal BCyx. — «CTapas Kapra rOTOBUT 3aroBop. [a,
MOSI CBSITasi HAUBHOCTD, Y MEHS eCThb I'Jla3a ¥ yIIu mosciony. Celiuac [ays Hee, s IIPO Kapry, KpaiHe
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BaXXHO YCTPAHUTH TOTO, KTO, 4YTOO ero JeMoHH o6y1ackany, KTo Tebe Tak Jopor. M3 umenmmxcs y
MeHS CBe[leHUH, HallaJleHue TPou30iieT y He0e3k3BeCTHOTO Tebe eKaps, BeposiTHee BCEro Ha
TPETUN [IeHb MOCJIe IOoyYeHus: ToO0OM JaHHOTO MUChMa».

Pyka umneparopa gporayna. TaxKeno B3LOXHYB, OH Me[JIEHHO [IPOU3HEC:
— Tw1 3nana o Hanmagenuu! Y moToMmy nbiTajgach He MyCTUTE K PaeHepy!

KaTapuHa OMyCTHUa TOIOBY, TOTOM ITOJHSIA HA HETO BT UCIYyTaHHBIX KapHX I7a3, U
IIPOLIeNTasIa:

— 4 He mory moTepsATh Tebs, 1. Ho u mpu3HATHCS, OTKYHa CBEOEHHUS TaK XKe He Morja. U s coemnana
BCE, YTOOHBI 3TO MPEIOTBPATHUTD.

OH OTJIOXKUJI MUCHMa, Pa3BEpHYIT €€ OCTOPO2KHO B3I 3ad HOJIGOpOI[OK " 3agall BOIIPoC, KOTOpBII7I
Tep3all ero 4OCTATOYHO OOJITO0:

— Kartapuna, Tel MEHS JTIOOUIIIE?

[TyH1IOBBEIM pyMSIHEI] Ha ee IeKaxX OBl KpacHOpeYuBee 00X CIIOB.

Ho B3rnsig uMmepaTopa ocTaBaics HANPsXkKeH, TaK KaK UMEJICS ellle OJWH BOIIPOC:
— Tlocme Bcero, uTo s coenan? Y uTo... HaroBopui Tebe? U mocre...

— §IH, — OHA MOTSHYIACh K ero rybaM, HexKHO II0IeJI0Bajla ¥ C IYKaBOU YIRIOKOM CIIPOCHIIa, — ThI
JKe TaKOH YMHBIA MYKYWMHA, a 3a[aelllb TAaKKUe TITyIbie BOIIPOCHL.

Y BOT Temeph OH YIBIOHYJIICS, TPOMHOJIZKAS IPUCTATBHO CMOTPETH Ha Hee.
— THI MOe cYacThe, — IPOIIENTAl UMIIEPATOP.
Ho 3aTeM BHOBB MOAXBATH/I MUCbMA, BYMTAJICS, ¥ BCKOPE BRHIHEC BEPIUKT:

— VMHe#as KeHIuHa... 66CKOHEeYHO XKallb, YTO U3BpAIleHKa, HO... BOUCTHHY AJTUCCHH YMHA U
obiieHue ¢ Hell noupeT Tebe Ha MONIb3Y, — H BHUMATENIbHO TOCMOTpeN Ha KaTapuHy, u 1acKOBO
TIOITPOCHI, — MHEe X0TeI0Ch OBl IOYUTATh U MOCTIAHUE, YTO ThHl TOTOBUJIA AJIST OTIIPABKU CETOMHS.

KaTu HeXOTs MOmHSIACh, U3 SAIMKA CTOJIA HOCTajla MHCHEMO, IPOTSIHY A ero SHY, ¥ OH IPHHSIICS
YUTATh, CHOBA BCIIYX, UTO HEBEPOSITHO pa3mpaxano KaTapuny:

— «Mou benokypsii [leMoH, — fdH 0gapuil CMyTUBIIYIOCS AEBYIIKY HaCMEIIINBO-UPDOHUYHON
YXMBIJIKOY U TTPOMOIKUII YTeHNe, — Tebe HyKHa IoAnepkKKa apMuH. [IBOPSHCTBO 3TO BEJIUKOJIEITHO,
HO cuya Illappartaca B ero BouHax. Celiyac oduiiepsl 6e3 COMHEHUS Ha CTOPOHe [lapuaHa, ero
yBazKaloT U IeHST, ¥ OH H0OUBaJICA 3TOTO C IOHOIIECTBa, HO B apMUU €CTh JIIOOU C OOJIBIINM
aBTOpUTETOM, 4eM y Koposisi. Kanuras [llaMbepo, rerepan OBepc, U, KaK 3TO HU YOUBUTEJIBHO, JIOPL
®epnu. Ecniu oHu OymyT Ha TBOEH CTOPOHE — apMust OymeT TBOos. Tak 3Ke IPHUKIIA[bIBAI0 CIIMCOK
KHSI2KECTB, KOTOpPHIe OBUTH ITpefaHbl KOpoyo PaHaMupy, Ho He [lapuaHy...»

BoT Temeps B ria3ax uMiepaTopa ObIJI0 HECKPhIBAEMOE YBazKeHue, U BCe Ke HaCMelKa
IIPOMEJIbKHYJIA B CJI0BaX:

— KarapuHa, uTo 51 Buxy? [[Be XKeHUMHH 00beIMHUIIUCE B eAUHOM XKaxye MecTu? Ho mepeBopoT,
KarapuHa... BipoueM, yxKe IIPOYUTAHHOE MHOIO, laeT IIOBOJ IOBEPUTH B yCIIeX Balllero 3aroBopa...
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U 0H mpopmosiKul 4YTeHue:

— «TrI cmpaiuBana o Mapku3e CreHe. [IpegaHHOCTh CheHe KOPOJIio OeCTBUTENbHO 6e30Tr0BOpOYHAs
1 00pocJia Maccou JiereH[l, HO MaJjio KTO 3HAeT, 4YTO y MapKu3a eCTh BHeOpPayHbIM CHIH B IITKOJIE
MawuTuca.»

— Xa-xa, — FpOMKI/IfI CMeEX OI'JlaCHIL CKpOMHLIﬁ KaﬁI/IHeT, — KaTapHHa, KaK CTPAITHO OKa3aThbCs
BalllUM Bpal"OM! HpI/IﬂTHaH HEO2KHNJAaHHOCTBH, 711000Bb MOSI.

— 4 He XKemana CTAaHOBUTHCS €T0 BparoMm, — XmMypo OTBETHUJIA OEBYIIKA. On YJ'ILI6HYJ'ICH, " MOJI49a
nepenan ell HeJIONMMCaHHOe II0C/IaHue,

— Bnaronaplo, — HOEeBYIIKad IIOAHAJIACH, IOJIOZKHUJIA JIMCTOK Ha CTOIJI, OGGpHYBH.II/ICb, THEBHO
IIOCMOTPENa Ha uMIiepaTopa.

XaccusH OTBETUII €l 0UapoBaTeIbHeHIeH yIbI0KON 1 HEBO3MY TUMBIM:

— Coo6mu Ee BenmuyecTBy, 4TO Ha MOIO ITOAIEPKKY, B TOM YKCJIe BOEHHYIO, OHA MOXKET
PacCUYUTHIBATh.

— [Ipu ycnoBuu? — MrHOBEHHO HACTOPOXUiIach KataprHa.

— IIpu ycrnoBuu npu3HaHUs TEPPUTOPUANIbHEIX TpHobpeTeHni PaTacca, ecTeCTBeHHO, — fAH
NOJHSJCS, BepHyN KaTaprHe Bce nMUChMa ¥, HaKUAbIBas IJIall Ha IJIeun, J00aBuiI, — TOJIBKO B 9TOM
ciy4ae MHe OyOeT BBITOOHO UMETh CTOJIb... PA3PEIBAEMOT'0 BHYTPEHHUMMY NTPOTUBOPEYUSIMU
COIO3HHKaA.

— BrlI nomaraete, 4TO ANMCCHUH HE CyMeeT NIOOYNHUTH KOpOJ'IeBCTBO?

— AnuccuH XeHIKHA, KaTu, — uMnepaTop NOAoLlel K HeX U JIaCKOBO IIOLIeJI0BaJl, — a JXKEeHIIUHE,
IIyCTh faXe CaMOY YMHOU U CUJIPHOH, B My2KCKOM MUPe KpaiHe... HeIIPOCTO. AJIUCCUH CMOXKET
BCTaTh BO I'JIaBe KOPOJIEBCTBA JIUIIBb KaK PETeHT, TO eCTh BDEMEHHO, U TO, B Clly4ae POXIECHUS
HacJieDHUKa MyKCKOTO I10J1a, 1100, ONATh Ke BpeMeHHO, ObITh MapUOHETKON Ha TPOHE.

— IToBepwTe, ATUCCUH BacC ellle YAUBUT, — KaTapuHa BepHYJIACh K JTI00UMOMY.
— IToBeps, — fAH HEXKHO IPUKOCHYJICS K €e TPYAH, — eCJId KTO U YIUBUT, TaK 3TO ee OpaT Anec.
— [Touemy?

KaTu Harnynach, 4ToOBI TOOHAThE 0OPOHEHHbIE UM MHMChMa OT AJTMCCHUH U He Cpa3y 3aMeTusa HelnKui
B3TJISIT, KOUM XaCCHSH VIIEMIUIICS 3@ BEPXHIO CTPOKY: «KaTu, CBITast HAMBHOCTH, a He OepeMeHHa JIH
THI, TI000Bb MOsI? YTO-TO MHE IIO[ICKA3bIBAET, YTO IPE/INOJI0KEHNE BEePHO».

BepHyBIIKCH K TAHHUKY, JEBYIIKA BEpHY/Ia HAMECTO ¥ IMHChMA, U CEKPETHYIO ITaHellb, U JIUIIb
00epHYBIIKCh, 3aMeTHIa CTPAHHOCTH B ITOBEIEHUY UMIIepaTopa. XaCCUSH IIPOCTO CMOTPEIT Ha Hee.
Ho Tax... BOCTOP2KEHHO, HEJKHO ¥ CJIOBHO OHA CTasla BeTUYANIIUM UyIOM.

— YT0? — youBneHHO cripocuna KatapuHa.

4= ycTano nokadas rojioBOM, pacCMesyiCSa U Pe3KO0 MOSHSABIINCH MOAoLIeN K KeHe. OCTOPOXKHO,
CJIOBHO 00SICh TPUYUHUTH XOTh MaJIEHIINN BPEM, OH TUXO CIIPOCHII:

— Karu, myma Mosi, a s TOBOpPHUJI, KakK CUJIbHO Te0st Tio6io?
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— Jla HeT, BB KaK-TO BCE 00JIbIIIE 9TO MOKA3KIBAJIM, ¥ CJIOBA OBIIIK YZXKe COBEPHIEHHO U3JIMIIHU, —
BeCeJIO0 OTBETHJIa OEeBYIIKA.

— JIro6mio Te6s1, — MpOIIIenTat OH, IOAXBaThBas KaTapuHy Ha pyku. — Kak 3Ke CHUIBHO 5 Te0st
mo6I0! — YCMeXHYIICs, U, IPUXKaB ee, JIyKaBo IIOMHTEPeCcoBasICs. — X0Yelllb, T0KaXy Kak?

X X %

Konb XpHUIIemn u cOuBaJICcs C Iara, Ho elie OOWH YOap U HeCYaCTHOe XKUBOTHOE, Kajo0HO 3apP2XKaB,
BHOBB YCKODPAETCA. [To3agu Myancs BTOpOfI, CMEHHBIM KOHb, HO ¥ OH YZXKe IIOYTH IIadall.

— Baiiie Benmn4ecTBO, HaM Tpe6yeTC${ OTABIX, — JIOPA Hanac, nomnsitancs IIpUBJIEYDb €T0 BHUMAHHUE.

Annec He cnymarn. He xXenan, u ouepeqHOU yaap 3acTaBuj KOHS BHOBB II€PEUTU Ha raioi. BricTpee,
oricTpee, OpicTpee... CKBO3b HOYHOM JIeC, MOKPHIM U CHIPOM B OBIMKE OCEHHET0 TyMaHa, 4Yepe3
CKPHUIISIIKE TIePepaBkl, [0 MYCTHIHHBIM B CTOJIb IIO3THUN Yac moporaM... K Heit! K ee romyOsim
r7a3aM B YbeM CUSTHUM OH Tasyl, K ee HEeXXHBIM PyKaM, KOTOPBIe JIaCKajii TakK, Kak He MOT 60JIbIie
HUKTO, K 0071aKy ee 30JI0THIX BOJIOC, B KOTOPOM OH YyBCTBOBaJI ce0s c4acTIUBHEIM. ETo cecTpa, ero
BO3/MI00/IEHHAs, €eT0 eMUHCTBEHHAS. ..

Ero oxupmanu y BOPOT CTOIMIIEI KOPOJIEBCTBA, ¥ CIPHITMBAs C KOHS, I0HBIM KOpoJib JlaccapaHa
0KHMaJj I0MacTh B POJIHbIE O0BATHSA, HO...

— Ee BenmMuecTBO 0OXUAaeT Bac BO [ABOpLe, — JNedu ParHa HU3KO ITOKJIOHUIACH.
«OpEeunuHE Te XKe, — 3aAyM4uBO OTMeTUN Assec. — Y KaXkeTcs... IpU OPYKUAU».

OH CTpPeMHUTEeJIbHO MOIOIIIeNT K XKEeHIIMHE, TPUBHIYHBIM XKECTOM C3KaJl, ¥ ero OaCeHus IIOOTBePIUIIUCD
— nenu OblIa BOOPYXKeEHa.

— Yto npoucxomut? — Ajiec 0Xuaajl OTBeTa.
Ho u ero He nocnenosasno. ®peiinnHa UL KeCTOM IIOIIPOCUIIa ero CJIefoBaTh 3a COO0H.

CTpaXXHUKY IIPOIYCTUIIU CKPHITHIX IIJTall[laMy IrocTe 6e3 CJI0B, eBa e[y MPOJeMOHCTPUPOBAsIa
KOJIBIIO C 1300paKeHneM OCKaIUBLIEroCs JIbBa.

«AnuccuH 003aBenach CTOPOHHUKAMH, — OTMETHIJI KOPOJIb J'IaccapaHa, IIpoxoasi MUMO OXpPaHBI».

Tak ke 6eCrpens TCTBEHHO OHU BOIIIU BO OBOPEIl — KOJIBIIO CIIOBHO HeJIaio UX HeBUOUMEIMU. Ho
fasnbllle MPOU30IIIO HEUTO cTpaHHOe. CHavdasa AJjiec yBUAeN ABa CTPOUHBIX CUIYITa,
HaIlPaBIISAIIINXCS K HUM, a II0CJie YCIIbIIIaa BCTPEBOXKEHHBIU IroJI0C jieau ['eHepHI:

— Ero Benn4ecTBO HEOXKUAAHHO PEIIN HaBECTUTD CYIPYTy. AJjieC yOIUBIEHHO TPOU3HEC:

— Ho... cecTpa oxumgaeT quTs!

Bropas ¢ppelinuHa CHsTa KamiolIOH, HEJIOBKO Clejana PeBEpaHc, a 3aTeM Jiequ Apau IpoIenTana:
— Koporns nbsH.

[TpaBuTens JlaccapaHa OTTOJIKHYII MEITAIOIIYIOCS 3afepKaTh ero mequ ['eHepy u OPOCHUIICS B TOKOU
KopoJsieBhl. [TyTh OH 3HaJ, ANMCCHH BHICIIaJla €My IIJIaH ABOPIIA elrle Tox Ha3am. He CKprIBana OHa U
TOTO, YTO BTOpasi 6epeMeHHOCTh ociabuia ee. Y mpophIBasich MPaKTUUECKH ¢ 60eM K POTHOM cecTpe,
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Anmnec yrnogoOuics ;eMOHY — SIPOCTHOMY U HermoOequMOMY, PaCIIBLIPUBAs CTPAXKHUKOB C myTu. OH
3HaJI, OH YYBCTBOBAJ, 4TO J[lapuaH He OCTAaBUT 0€3 BHUMAHHUS €ro Ipue3l. BoT TOIBKO KOPOJIb
[MappaTtaca oxupgan Kopossd JlaccapaHa yTpoM, HO HU KakK HY B HayaJie HO4H.

OH OBITT y2Ke coBCceM 0IM3K0, KOTHa yCIblmman Kpuk. 2Kenckuit! U B TOM, 4eil 9T0 KpUK COMHEHUH He
0CTaBaJsoCh.

Annec BrIOeXKan U3 rajiepeu u 3aMep, Irjiisigsd Ha HU49ero He IMOJO3PEBAIOIINX OBOPAH, YTO OXPaHAIN
IIOKOHU KOPOJIEBEI OT €€ XKe COOCTBEHHBIX CTPaXKHHUKOB.

[Tocnenuue, GbITM PaCcCesTHLL IO MOy, ¥ CYAS 10 KPOBABHIM JIyKaM, yKe He IIPUHAAJIeXKalu K MUPY
JKUBBHIX.

— Kak muno, — ¢ Tpygom BeimaBui u3 cebst Ajec, mepexBaThiBas yoobHee Med.

OH OBITT BBICOK, HO ITO-IOHOIIECKH CTPOEH, MITKHE 30JI0TUCTHIE KYOPH 00paMIsii HEeXKHOe JIUIIO, TYOH
YyTh MPUIIYXJIbIE, IOYTH OEBUYBH, ¥ TOJIBKO I'J1a3a, ronyosle Kak neTHee He60, TOBOPUIIA O TOM, YTO
mepen CIoABUXKHUKaMu [lapraHa He aHTell BO IUIOTH, a Pa3bsPEHHBIN JeMOH.

— ¢4 mam BaM IIIaHC YUTH KUBHRIMU, — MEJIJIEHHO ITPOTOBOPMUII I0HOIIIA, — 5 He Oymy 3aloMUHATh
BallIUX JIUII ¥ He YKaXy Ha Bac CecTpe. YXOOurTe.

WX OBLIO IeBSTh — JIYUIIKX APY3ed KOrma-To HacJIeqHOro IPKHIE, a HelHe Koposs IllappaTtaca.

I eBsITh TOJOHKOB, KaK ¥ UX KOPOJIb CKJIIOHHHIX K KECTOKOCTH ¥ HACUIIUIO, eBSTh BEPHEIX
CTIOMBUXKHUKOB U NIPEJaHHLIX IPY3€H, UTO UK 3a IIPaBUTENIeM B OTOHb ¥ B BOAY. Y TSNS Ha BHEIIHE
XPYIKOT0 IOHOIIY, B KOTOPOM HECJIOKHO OBITIO y3HATH MpaBuTens JlaccapaHa 1 GpaTa KOPOJIEBH
AnvccuH, IBOPSIHE MEePEerIsHYIIUCh.

— IMocomnbcTBy JlaccapaHa ymanoch u30exkaTh 3acafbl B 1ecy... [loBe310, — HaCMELINBO IPOU3HEC
nopx Jaka. — Ho ero BenuuecTBO UMeJ IIYIIOCTh, 3aBUTCS BO IBOpEL Heo(UIuanbHO... He IOBE3JIO.
Bam Tpym, cup, 6ymeT HalgeH B jiecy. [lyMaio 1ocje 3Toro, Koposb [lapuaH O4eHb OTOPUUTCS U
pa30oHMKAM BCEX MACTeH MPUOETCS HEIeTKO.

OHu HaOPOCUIIUCEH Ha HET'O ONHOBPEMEHHO. Afyiec YIRIOHYJICS U BEIXBATUJI BTOPOM KITMHOK.

K MOMeHTy, Kak Bce (peiTHHb KOPOJIEBE! YCIe i J00ekaTh 10 TOKOEB ee BeIMYeCcTBa, BCe OBIITO
KOHYEHO.

— O, moii Koponb, — Jieau ['eHepa UCIyraHHO OTrJisigenia TPYIIEL.

— Y6epurte 3meck Bce! — NeISTHBIM TOHOM OTpe3ai AJIJIEC, U TOJIKHYB OBEPU KOPOJIEBCKUX IIOKOEB,
CTPEMUTEJILHO BOILIE.

X % x

«OH cyMacHiefmuii!» — y HapacTaolIuM yKacoM AyMaia ANUCCHH, T4 Ha MeJIeHHO
KpaayIIlerocs K Hel Cympyra.

B ogHou pyke Koponesa lllappaTtaca cxkumarna 1mmnary, Zpyroy npuaepxuBana XuBoT. bosnb, cunbHas,
IIOYTHU pexyllas, 3acTasiisijia elBa He PeIgaTh B 0JIOC, HO OHa Mojidasa. [lepBel yaap B XXUBOT,
CUJIbHBIM, TOYTH YOUNCTBEHHBIN AJIMCCUH MIPOIYCTHIA, HO BTOPOTO JOMYCKaTh He IJIaHUPOBasa.

— Ilymasa oTpaBUTb MEHS M IPaBUTh, JlacCapaHCKas mmioxa?! — mpommwmnen [Japuald. — [1o-TBoemy,
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5 rnyneu? Wnu g ocnen HaCTOJIBKO, YTO HE 3aMeyvalo HpOI/ICXOJIHH.Iel"O?

«Jla, J:[appI/I, THI OCJIEII ¥ HUYETO He 3aMevaentb, — ATHCCHUH Kpernye nmepexBaTuiia miary, — HO
certyac MeHs 0oJibIle HNHTEepeCyeT, KaKad TBaPhb 3aCTaBUJId Tebs OTKDPEBITH rinasal».

— JlapHaH, — OHa II0YTH IIPOCTOHAJIa, BCXJIUIIHYIIA, — HO}KaHyfICTa... 51 He 3Hal0 KTO U 4TO CKa3all
BaM, HO 3TO KJIEBETa...

— CYKa, — CMA4HO BRIPA3UJI CBO€ MHEHHUE 000 Bcex ee OIIpaBOaHUAX KOPOJIb.

AnuccuH NPUCTAIbHO CIenIa 3a KaXObIM er0 IBUKEHUEM U IIPOOoIKala HCKaTh OTBET Ha BOIIPOC
«KT0?!». KTO OKa3ascs HaCTOJIBKO I'IyII, 4TO Ipepan ee?! KTo pacckasan Be4HO NbsHOMY [lapuaHy
000 BceM. Benw apuan mui, mocTossHHO! EgBa cTaso ©3BECTHO O TOM, I'e U ¢ KeM KaTapuHa.
[TocnegHuM ymapoM CTajio U3BeCTHE 0 HOBOM cTaTyce KaTu — repioruss tae [lapTaH, BTopas
cynpyra uMnepartopa XaccusiHa. M [Japuan 3anus. TYpHUDEL, YBECEJIEHUS, XKECTOKNUE pa3BJIeueHus U
Opruy, Ha KOTOPHIX BUHO JIMJI0Ch PEKOM. AJTMCCUH 3TOMY He NPeNsSTCTBOBaJla, HAalIPOTUB CTapaTeNIbHO
IIOATAJIKKBaJja Cylnpyra K IpOoAoJIXKEeHUI0 BeCellbs, He XKeJlasl HU YTelIuTh, HU NoAgepkKaTe. Y Hee
6obire He OBITO XKanocTu K Japuany! Hu kKannu xkanoctu! Hu equHoi!

W HeHaBUCTh OTPA3UIIaCh B FONyOHIX I'Ta3aX KOPOJIEBH, KOTOPAs He 0XKKOaja MoJo0HO0M MOAIOCTH, HO
U COaBaThCs cOOMpPAsach.

— Ilappu, rnynsimika [Jappu, — pacTaruBasi rilacHble, IPOU3HECIa KOPOJieBa, — €CJIU THI ellle He
3Haelllb, TO AOJI2KHA MOBeJaTh — BCS ABOPIIOBAs CTpaXkKa JaBHO COCTOUT U3 TeX, KTO CIIYKUT JIUIIh
MHe!

B aTOT MuT AnHMCCHH yBUAENA, KaK MPUOTKPHUIACE IBEPbh, 3aTEM B €€ CIaJIbHIO IIArHyJI TOT, KOT'0 OHa
C TaKUM HeTepIeHrueM XKfaa. M KopoJjieBa OMyCTUIa LITary, cTapasich CMOTPETh TENEePb
UCKJIIOYUTEJILHO Ha CyIpyTa.

— IT0 TBOS ImpeacMepTHas yiIbiOKa! — MpayHO COOOIINIT KOPOJIb, BHITACKUBAS U3 HOXKEH
MeTaTeNIbHbIM KUHXKaJI.

B cnepytomyio cekynny [lapuaH yman. AlTHCCHH XKe C PafloCTHOM yIIbIOKOM cMOTpesna Ha OpaTa, He B
CHUJIaX HY IepecTaThb yNIb0aThCsl, HU 3aT0BOPUTEL. M TPOCTO CMOTpeia Kak XPYNKU BHEIIHE I0HOIIIA,
OCTOPOXKHO YKJIafibiBaeT 6ecCco3HaTeIbHOr0 KOPOJIs Ha II0JI, a 3aTeM JIOBKO CBSI3HIBAET €TO0.

— Jluc, Tebe xKenmaTelbHO CeCTh, — OTO3BAJICS AJIJIec, BCOBLIBAS B IIAPCTBEHHBIN POT KOPOJIEBCKUM
JKe TIJIaTOK, KOTOPOMY BhITIajia YeCThb CIIYKUTh KIISAmoM. — OxpaHa y TBOUX IIOKOEB IepebuTa.

Y BOT mocye 9Toro ANMCCUH BEIPOHMIIA IIMATY U MOIIaTHY/achk. 2KUBOT BHOBH IIPOH3asia pe3kas 607b.
— Yro ¢ ToO0M? — KOpob JlaccapaHa BCKUHYJI TOJIOBY, BCTPEBOXKEHO BTIISIBIBASICh.

— IapuaH BOPBAJICS B MOIO CIIA/IbHIO, M CPa3y, He 00BSICHSS HUUETO0, YIapuil B XKUBOT, — MOSICHUIIA
ATVCCHH, OCTOPOXKHO OTXOMS K IIOCTEIH.

Arnnec Ha MTHOBEHHKE 3aMep, a 3aTeM CO BCeU CHUIIBI, He CAEepPXKUBas IPOCTH, yIapUI HOTOU J1eXkKallero
6e3 co3Hanud [JapuaHa. [ myxo cToH u [lapraH npuiten B ce0s, 4YTOOH IIOTyYUTh BTOPOM CTOJIb Ke
COKPYIIUTEIbHBIN yOap.

— OcTopoxHee, — ANMCCHH OOIIIa A0 IIOCTENH, C TPYHOM Cejla U Hayalla 3aBa/IMBaThCs Ha 00K, He B
CHUJIax BBIIEPKaTh OUYepeqHON MIPUCTYI O0IH.
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BpaT MeTHYy/CS K Hell mpex[e, YeM IeBYIIKa yIajla, OCTOPOXKHO MpUAepKal, IIocje MOOXBaTHI Ha
PYKH ¥ YJIOKUIT Ha TIOCTEJIb, 3aTeM IIOMPaBUII IMOOYLUIKK. 3aMep, Ha MTHOBEHHE, PA3TIsIabIBas
JIeKalIyio rOpAaeuBYIO IBBUITY, a 3aTeM, Me[IJIeHHO HaKJIOHUBIIUCE, KOCHYIICS ee r'y0. CHavyana
OCTOPOXKHO, HEKHO, CJIOBHO ellle He Bepsi, YTO OHA PSIHOM M TakK OJIM3KO0, a 3aTeM CTPACTHO H
CTPEMUTEIILHO, CJIOBHO TIKITAJICST B 3TOT MOIEIYH BIOXKUTH BCe CBOM YYBCTBA — KaK TOCKOBAJI, Kak
JK[IaJl, KakK pajl BUEeTh.

— Annec, — IpOCTOHAaIa KOPoJieBa, 00HMMas TagOHSIMHU €T0 JIUIIO.

Ha TI0JIy T'JTYXO0 MbI4YaJl KOPOJIb H_IappaTaca, IIBITasACh OCBOGOI[I/ITI::CH M BCTATh, HO Ha €ro IIOIIEITKH
HHKTO HE 06an.IaJI BHUMAaHUA.

— 4 TockoBa, — mporenTan Amnec, pepBaB 3aTAHYBIINNCS ToLeIyi. — 4 Tak TOCKOBaJ 10 Tebe,
mrobuMad.

OtBeTOM AnuccuH OBUI TTIYX0HM CTOH ¥ CyAOpora BHOBb IPOHU3aBIIeH 00Iu.

— Ynap ObITT CUJTBHBIM, — IPOIIENTaa OH. — ThI MOXKEIb IOTePsATh pedeHKa. OHa ¥ caMa 3TO
IIOHKMaJa, BOT TOJIBKO:

— 9t0 OymeT KpaxoM, — IpollenTasa ANMCCHH, IOBOpauynBasch Ha 00K. — MHe HYXKeH JieKapb.

Annec MPa4YHO KMBHYJI, HAKJIOHNUJICA X OCTOPOZKHO IIOIIEJIOBAIl €€, €€ PYKH, JIaCKOBO IIOTJIaguJI €aBa
OprrJII/IBIJ.II/II;ICH XKHBOTHUK.

— Ortpobixalt, — IpHKas3an Koposb JlaccapaHa, — 1 mo3abouyck 000 BCEM.

[Mopmoiias K apuaHy, oH 63 0c060T0 TPy[a B3BAJIUII MOHApXa Ha €40 U MOHEC IPOYb. ATUCCUH
TOJIBKO YJIBIOHYJIACh, TSI Ha OIapaIleHHOr0 MPOUCXOMSIIUM TPABUTEIsI, IOTOMY KaK B OT/IMYKE OT
CyIIpyra, MpeKpacHo 3Hasla, HaCKOJIbKO CHUJIEH BHEITHE XPYIKUH GparT.

CrycTst MTHOBeHUE BOexKanu (ppeiuHb, ¥ TOPOIJIMBO Hayald HaBOOUTD MOPSIOK, youpas 6urtoe
CTEKJI0, U3JIOMaHHY0 MeOeb, CIIe[bl CPaKeHUsT MeXKIy MOHApPIIEeH YeToi. 3aTeM MPHUIIeNT JIEKapk.
PesynbraT ocMoTpa OBl COOOIIEH HE BCTPEBOXKEHHON KOPOJIEBE, @ MpAuYHOMY AJTecy.

Korpa xoposb JlaccapaHa IOOoIes K ee 10Xy, AJIUCCHH yXKe 3Hajla OTBET:
— Ou y6un moero pebeHKa.

— Eime HeT, HO K yTpY... — AJJiec cein pPsimoM, B3sT OJI€OHYIO JTAMOHb CECTPHI, CXKaJl II0X0JI0EBIINE
TIaJbYHUKY U MIPOIIIEINTall TOJIBKO I Hee. — JTO He UMeeT 3HaueHus, JINC, PONHUIIb OT MEHS.

— KpoBocMelienne, — mpoInenTana pacCTPOeHHAasT IeBYIIKa.

— YT0 IJI0X0r0 B TOM, 4YTO Hallle JUTS BO3bMET OT POAUTEJIEN BCe JIydlllee? — OH [IOLeJI0Ball ee
IaJIbY¥KY U 3afajl BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIM OEeUCTBUTEIBHO TPEBOXKUII. — Kak THl 9TO JOIyCcTUIa?

— Krto-T0 oTKpELT [lapraHy ri1a3a Ha IPOUCXOHslee, — IIpollenTasna AJTUCCUH, B3gparusas 0T
yCUIHUBAOLIencs: 00IH.

BpaT cMoTpen Ha Hee C XKaJI0CThI0, ¥ TIOHKMMAJI, YTO Hajblie OymeT xyxe. Kak v cka3an nekapsp, yoap
BBI3BAJI HEIIPOU3BOJIbHEIE POMEL... CIIaCTH JUTS He MPeCTaBIIsIOCh BO3MOXKHEIM, X BCe Ke AJllec He
JKeJjajl COaBaThCsS U B OTJIMYKE OT CEeCTPRI 0OPATHIICS 3a IIOMOIIBIO K TOM e JUHCTBEHHOM, YTO MOTJIa
IIOMOYb.
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— Krto TamMm? — mpocToHana AJTUCCHH, 3aMETHB BXOMISINYIO KEHIIUHY.

— Koponepa EuTapa u gBe MOHaXUHU U3 NIPUI0TA, — AJIJIEC TIOTJIAfKTI €€ B3gparuBaloliye
naabYuKu. — ECNy ecTh IIaHC CACTH HaclleMHUKA, OHU CHEIAl0T BCE BO3MOXKHOE.

[To mpekpacHOMY NIUITY IIOTEKJIU CJIE3HI.
— He nimayb, — MATKO MOMPOCHI OH. — 4 Oyay psmoM.
— MHe HyXeH HacnegHuk, Annec! — npocToHana AJMCCHUH.

BpaT KMBHYJT KAKHM-TO CBOMM MBICIISIM, @ 3aTeM, TJIAs B roy0Oble M 3alljlakaHHbIe T'J1a3a, yOexKIeHHO
IIPOU3HEC:

— 3Hayurt, y Te0s OyneT HacnegHUK. Bo3bsMu cebs B pyKu U AyMait o cBoeM pebGeHKe!

Ha paccBete KopoeBa ANMCCUH pOfuiia HEJOHOIIEHHOe OUTSA. Bonpeku IporuosaM NOBUTYXH U
JleKapey, ManbyrK, OKPYKeHHHBIN 3a00ToM EuTaphl, BRIKUI. [115 Ha CHACTIKBYIO 6a0yIIKY,
AmnuccrH COBepIInIa MePBEIY JOOPHIM MTOCTYIIOK B OTHOIIEHUY BOOBCTBYIOIIEN KOPOJIEBHI:

— PaHamup, — mpoilenrana OHa.
Eutapa HenoBepuyuBO IOCMOTpEIa Ha HEBECTKY, U KOPOJieBa IIOBTOPUIIA:

— B gecTb morubiiero KOpoJst, KOTOPhIM CHUCKAJI CJIaBy HOOPHIMU U 671arOPOIHBIMY IIOCTYIIKAMU,
Hapgetoch, Mo¥ ChIH OyIeT JOCTOUH 3TOT'0 CJIAaBHOTO UMEHH.

U Bce ke EvTapa He Mora IOBEPUTH B YCIIBILIIAHHOE, HO PUCKHYJIA OIPOCUTE:
— B mo3Bonure...
— Ila, — AnuccuH OTKUHYIAch Ha MOOyLIIKU. — [103ab0ThTECH O HEM, MaTYyIIKa.

Annec, He OTITyCKAIOMMH PYKY CECTPH BO BPeMs POAOB, HO IIOKUHYBIINIM Cpa3y IOCJe OHBIX, BXOMS
BHOBb B CIIaJIbHIO, yCIIBIIIAN ee Ppa3y 1 omoOpuTebHO KUBHYI. MlafieHIla yHeCIa C4acT/InBas
EuTtapa, clykaHKU CTPEMUTEILHO YOpaIyu B KOPOJIEBCKUX MTOKOSIX, ITepeofiein 06eCCUIeHHYI0
AmnvccuH, a 3aTeM yHaauauch. M cpa3y mocje 3TOTo B CIaNbHIO BOILIIK BCe (PPEUTIMHEL €€
BEJINYECTBa.

— YTo nmpoucxoguT? — yAUBJIEHHO CIpocuiia Koposnesa lllappaTaca.

Bbpar He oTBeTus. BEIHYB IITIary U3 HOXKEH, OH BCTAJl IEPe[ MATHIO AEBYIIKAaMHU, YTO MOCJIEN0BaIU 3a
Anmccun u3 JlaccapaHa ¥ MpaYHO IIPOU3HEC:

— qupa, O0Ha K3 BacC IIpenajia CBOIO KOpOHeBY!

®peitnuHbL UCITYTaHHO TeperasHynuch. CTpax ux OblI onpaBaaH — ANMCCUH 6OSITUCE, OHA OblTa
ObICTpa Ha paclpaBy U BeCbMa XeCTOKa, HO Ayyiec IPUBOLUI B y2KacC JIUIIb B ONHOM CJIy4dae, eCiu
KTO-TO MJIU YTO-TO YyTPOXKAJIO €T0 CECTPeE.

— KT0 13 Bac coBepImui 3T0? — JeAsSHEIM TOHOM BOIIPOCHJI KOPOJib JlaccapaHa.

AMCCHH IPUIIONHSIACh Ha MOYIIKAX, 3aNHTEePEeCOBAHHO 0Xumas oTBeTa. O TOM, UTO 3TO KTO-TO U3
CBOHMX OHA yZKe Jorafanach, HO GPENNIUH IOYeMy-TO U3 KpyTa I0H03PeBaeMbIX UCKITIOUKIIa. Bugumo
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3ps.
— MomuuTe, — KOHCTATUPOBAJI (paKT ero BeIn4ecTBO. — YTO XK, IIOCTYIIMM WHaYe, pa3feBauTech!
I eByILIKY B3[POTHYIU IOl €T0 UCIBITYIOIUM HEMUTAIOIINAM B3TJISIIOM.

— Bparerr, mo61110 oprum, HO He cpa3y Iocie Mpoliecca TPUOOIeHHs K PaJoCTH MaTEePHHCTBA.
Amnnec, 4ero TH 106HUBAEIIbCS?

OH ornsiHyJcs, 1MOCaB ed OJHY U3 CBOUX HYaPYIOUIUX Y/IbIOO0K, & 3aTeM JIeISTHBIM TOJI0COM, KOTOPHIN
TaK He BSI3aJICS C €T0 aHTeJIbCKUM 00pa30M, IOSICHUI:

— OpHa 13 TBOUX (ppeiIuH BUepa Iepeciana ¢ KopoieM. Bugumo B mpoiiecce y Hee pa3Bs3alucCh HE
TOJIBKO HUXKHUE I00KU, HO U S3BIK.

— Kax T®l y3HaJI? — OCHUIIIIUM I'0JIOCOM CIIPOCHJIa KOPOJIeBa.

Annec He orBeTHa. Ho 1o TOMY, KaK IIOTEMHEJIN €r0 I'Jla3a, AnVCCHH MOHSIa — JOIIpalllnBa€MEIE HE
BBI2KUIIN.

— PaspeBaiiTech, — MOBTOPUJI OH IIPUKA3.

OpeinuHLL He TOCMETTH OCIYIIAThCS, CTUIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3Has, YTO OT Pa3bIPEeHHOTO KOPOJIS
JlaccapaHa X He CIIaceT [axke ero BO3JI00JIeHHas cecTpa.

[Taganu cHUMaeMble OfiesTHUS, L[e/IKaIi 3aCTeXKHU, Iypliany nosca. Jleou ['enepa, Pauna, Jlunes,
Apawn u Talipuc, poxpaeHHbIEe B JlaccapaHe U CONIPOBOXKAAIOIINE CBOIO KOPOJIEBY, Pa3feBalllCh,
OIIYCTHB T'OJIOBHL U CHepKUBas ciie3bl. M BCKOpe MsATh 00HaKeHHBIX TPUABOPHBIX IaM CTOSIIH,
CKPOMHO IIPUKPHIBASICh JTaOIIKAMM O[T LIEITKUM, IPUCTaIbHEIM, HETIPUSI3HEHHBIM B3TIsAIOM Alieca.

— Jlegu 'eHepa, — IPOU3HEC OH, TIONOUMS K IINPOKOIIIeYel, MyCKYIUCTON OpIOHETKe, YbH IIPEIKH
HaceJsnu nodepexnbe, HOOLIBas MPOMUTAaHNE PHIOATKON U HE THYIIASICh MUPATCTBOM. — [logHUMHU
rosioBy. Tak. Yoepu pyku ot rpymgu. [ToBepuuch. Hakmonuce. HeT, He ThI, MOXKEIIh OHEThCS.

3aTeM mociemoBana:

— Jlegu Apau, — OH B3$JI ee 3a MOAOOPOMAOK, BIISIAENICS B CIIyTaHHbIE T/la3a U MATKO NPOU3HEeC. —
U He THI, YK CIUIIKOM IIpegaHa Kopoiese. OneBaiics.

OToifs OT PEIKEBOJIOCOU YPOXKEHKU MTapCKou foNuHE, AJjiec IOHOIIEeN K TPeThell AeByIlIKe:

— Jlengu Taiipuc, — feBYyIIKa B3[POTHYJIA, YCIbIIIaB JeOTHON TOH, C KOTOPHIM OBIIO IPOU3HECEHO ee
uMs. — [TocMoTpu Ha MeHs. Teneph NogHUMHU 006e PyKe BBEPX U IIOBEPHUCK.

(DpefIHI/IHa HCIIOJIHKUJIA BCE€ B TOYHOCTH U yCIIHIIIAlIa:

— W ue 1H. ¥ Bac, nepu Talipuc, ¥ MyKYKHH ellle He OBIJI0, OMHY TOJIbKO KEHIIUHEL, He TaK JIh?
OpeBaiTech.

OH maxe He 06paTI/IJ'I BHHUMaHUA Ha TO, KaK MTHOBEHHO M BCEM TEJIOM IIOKPaCHEJla HeCYaCTHasl,
IIOTOMY KaK B3I HATKHYJICA Ha €aBa 3aMeTHHIM 3aC0C Y OCHOBAHHUS IIEN cneuylolueﬁ XKEPTBEI
JOCMOTpa.

— Jlegu JluHeH, — 4yTh pacTaruBas CJI0Ba, Ipou3Hec Assiec, — jienu JIMHeH.
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Ero mmara MeTHyJIach K UCIIyTaHHOM [EBYILIKE, U OCTPHE 3aMEePJI0 Y TOT0 CaMOT0 3aC0Ca, YTO YIOTHO
pacnomoxuics Ha OnemHerome Koxe. ®peiimuHa B3OAPOTHYIA, KOTHA IITIara, OCTABIISS KPOBABLIN
CJeq, OBUHYJIACh HUXKe... K TPYIH, Ha KOTOPOH 3aMETHHIM CHHSIKOM OTIIeYaTaJHUCh HaJIbITH H3JTHUIITHE
JKECTOKOT'0 CO CBouMu Tr000BHUIIaMu [lapuaHa. B cnemyromuyio cekyHny JIMHeH 3aKpudasa, IOTOMY
YTO OCTpHUeE mImaru 60JbIe He Iapanaio — pe3ayio HEeXXHYI0 KOXKY, CIIyCKasCh HUXKe, TyOa, T1e Ha
Oempax Tak e OTIeYaTaaucCh Caedbl CUIIbHEIX HasbileB Koposs IllappaTaca.

— Bare Benu4ecTBO, — B3MOIUIIACh OEBYIIIKa, KOTrOoa I10 €€ TeJly IIOTEKJIa KPOBb.

OcTpoe opyxue, BcliapkiBas K0Xy OT Oefjep HEYMOJIUMO ABUHYJIOCH K TPEYTOJIbHUKY KypdaBhIX
TEMHBIX BOJIOC.

— Het! — oHa mepHysach, OLITAsICh CIACTUCH.

Y on yOpar mmary, CKpblB OKPOBaBJIEHHOE JIe3BKe B HOXKHAX. 3aTeM e[UHBIM MJTaBHEIM U
CTPEMUTEIIbHEIM IBUXKEHUEM ITOMIOIIENT K JpoxKallei oT 60K U yKaca GperuHe, CXBATUII 3a
mo00POIOK ¥ 3aCTaBUI CMOTPETh Ha ce0s. JInHeH 60s1ach JaXe KpudaTh, TIOHUMAs, YTO CIIaCeHUs
HeT, u He OymerT.

— Haxa3zaHue 3a mpefgaTenbCTBO — CMEPTh, — HEXKHO, TIOYTH BITI00IEHO YIEI0asCh, TPOU3HEC
IIpeKpacHBIM aHTeJI, CKIIOHSSCh K ee Nully. — Ho mpexkae, 4eM s BEIPBY TBOe Cephlle, OTBETh MHE,
MUJasi, 0CO3HaBajia JId ThI IOCJIEOCTBUS CBOUX NEUCTBUN?

bemnokoxas 1 CBETIIOBOIOCAsA OJEBYIIKaA, C I'Jla3aMHt IIBE€Ta (I)I/IaHOK, B3OPOTrHYyJIa U I'la3a OIIyCTHUJIA.

— Bot u oTBeT, — YZ&Ke UHBIM, JIEOSIHBIM U ITOJITHEIM HEHABUCTHU T'OJIOCOM IIPOU3HEC HperaCHBIfI
aHTeIJl.

3aTeM ITOCIeIoBaa yoap B XKUBOT. YOap TaKOM CUJIbI, YTO TPECK JIOMAeMHBIX KOCTEeH OB CIIBIIIEH
KaXX[0¥ U3 IPHUCYTCTBYIOLINX.

— Ajnec! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa KOPOJIeBa.

— He BMemmBaiics, — OTBETHUII JKECTOKHU IEMOH, TIOIX0s K BOMOIIElN 0T 60U XKepTBe, 3aTeEM
CXBATHUJI ee 3a BOJIOCHI, OJHSI U HaHEC CIeAyIOLUInM yaap.

OH 0CTaHOBWIICS, TUIITh KOT'la OKPOBABIIEHHOE MECUBO, OBIBIIIEE KOTMA-TO GPENINHOM, TIepecTano
IIOflaBaTh MPU3HAKK KU3HU. K 3TOMy MOMEHTY ANTMCCUH yKe TOIbKO CTOHAJA, 3aKPBIB JINII0 PyKaMu
U He XKeJlasi CMOTPeTh Ha paclpaBy, OCTallbHbIe cebe omoOHOT0 IT03BOJIUTh HE MOTJIM U IpOXKaIlKe,
TIOJTyOZleTHIE C Y2KacOM CMOTPEJIH, KaK Ha UX rjla3ax yOuBaloT, JKeCTOKO U 6e3KaI0CTHO.

Korpma okpoBaBrieHHBIH TPy YHECTH, @ GPENIMHE TOPOIIJIMBO TOKUHYIIM KOPOJIEBCKYIO CIIAJIbHIO,
Amnec TopoIIeN K IIOCTeNH, HeKHO YIBIOHYIICS CeCTpe U JTACKOBO IIOCOBETOBAT:

— Cmu, Tebe crenyeT OTHOXHYTh.

OTKUHYBIINMCH Ha TMOAYIIKY, ATUCCHH KaK-TO 00peYeHHO IMoKayaJja I'oJIoBOM ¥ HEBOJIbHO BCIIOMHMIIA
cioBa KatapuHsL.

— HWHorma TH ObIBaelllb HeOMpPaBaaHHO XKeCTOK! — He CKPHIBAs HeomoOpeHus MpoIIenTasa OHa.

— Kaxpriit, kTo mpuunHui tebe Bpef, muiraeT ce0s mpaBa Ha XKU3Hb, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUI AJIJEC,
IpHUCaXXKKUBasiCh Ha Kpay ee MOCTENH.
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— WU Bce xke... CIIUIIKOM XECTOKO.
CHUCXOOUTENBHO YIBIOHYBIINCH, OH HEOXKUAAHHO KECTKO ITPOU3HEC:
— EcTb TONBKO TH U 51, AnuccuH! Bech oCcTanbHOM MUP MOXKET KaTUThCSA K feMoHaMm!

OHa HeBOJIbHO YINILIOHYTIaCh, TPOTSHYIA PYKY, KOCHYBIIKCH €T0 OKPOBABJIEHHHIX MaIbLIEB, U
MeuTaTelIbHOo qobaBuia:

— Eme ectb KaTapusa...
— Mogs nnemsHHUIA?

— Her, — ynribka koposessl [llappaTaca cTana ellle Me4yTaTeNlbHee, — MaJleHbKasi, HeXKHas, HauBHas
KarapwuHa...

YyTh HaXMypUBLIUCH, AJlJIeC 3afajl KpaliHe HEIIPUATHEIY [JI HeTO BOIIPOC:
— O®aBopuTKa [apuaHa?
EnBa 3ameTHO KMBHYB, AJINCCHH IIpOILIENTana:

— Ona Tebe nmounpaBurcs... Most Katu... Bosbiie Bcero Ha cBeTe, 5 OBl X0Tesa ceiiyac 0OHATH ee... —
¥ yKe 3achlnasi, KopojeBa BAPYT BCIIOMHHUJIA O BaXKHOM.

— Annec, a Japuasn?

— Cnu, — oTo3Bascs Opat, HexKHO KacasiCh ee IeKHu, — IPocTo ciu. d 060 BceM m03abo4ycCh...
Bxmouas TBoIO KaTth.

X X X

MpayuHOe nof3eMenibe, MeCTh SPKO MBUTAIOIINX CBeYEH B EAMHOM ITOJCBEYHIKE U BUCSIIUY Ha X
oOHaxKeHHBIN MyXKYUHa.

OH He TOIIEBEIUIICS KOTTIa IOC/bIIIANIUCh IaTH, efiBa 3aMEeTHO B3[IPOTHYJI, e[iBa ONUHOKUHN
IIOCETHUTEIh C IIPOTSKHBIM CKPUIIOM OTKPHUI IBEPh, U BCKUHYJI, TOJIOBY BIJISIOLIBAsICh B BU3UTEDPA.

— Kak camM04yBCTBUe, Ballle BEJINYECTBO? — HaCMELIIUBO IIOMHTEPECOBasICa AJjiec, pa3Melnas
IIPUHECEHHHIN (aKesl y CTEHHL.

IapraH He OTBETHII, IPOIOIKast IPHUCTAILHO CIIEIUTh 3@ BOLIEIIIHAM.

— EcTb X0po1asi HOBOCTh, — CBETJIOBOJIOCHIY @HTeJI C 2KECTOKOM YXMBIJIKOM BCTaJl HAlIPOTUB
IIJIEHHUKA, — Y BaC POAMIICS ChIH, Ballle BeIM4eCTBO. Ero mMeHOBaIu IMeHEM BallleTo OTIa.
[To3gpasisio.

He oTpearupoBar njeHHUK U Ha 3TH CJI0BA, U TOTTa AJljiec ITPOHOJIKIII:

— A Temneph 0YEeHb XOPOIIasi HOBOCTh — CETOMHS BaC OCKONAT. [lapuaH AEPHYJICS, U XPHUIIIO
IIPOU3HEC:

— Brl He mocmeeTe! 1 — Koponb [IlappaTtaca! CKphITh TOg00HOE IPECTYIIIEHNE HEBO3MOXKHO?
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PaccmestBIINCH, ANTeC CTIOKOHHO TIEPECIIPOCHIT:

— Kopons?! Tsl Koponb?! [Toxkany¥, Bbl enuHCTBeHHBIN B [llappaTace, KTO IOMHUT 00 9TOM.
[TpupBOpHLIE yKe NaBHO OCO3HAJHU, KTO SIBNISIETCS (PaKTUYeCKUM IIPaBUTENIEM, B TO BpeMs KakK
IIpaBUTe/Ib HOMUHABHEIN IIbET U IIpefaeTcs KPOBaBLIM OprusiM. A Hapoq... Hapoq, Ballle BeJIU4eCTBO,
YTUT CBOIO OJIar04YeCTUBYIO KOPOJeBy, oOpyIo, IpeKpacHyio U cupasennusylo! Ty, 4To poguna
HacJleOJHUKa ¥ Ha3Bajla ero B 4eCTh BceMu 000kaeMoro Koposns Panamupa. U Teneps oH,
[ONTrOXIaHHBIY MIlafleHell, BceMU IpU3HaHHE Kopoib lllappaTtaca.

3axpuries, [lapraH sIpOCTHO AEPHYJICS, YeM BEI3BaJl OUEePenHy0 YCMellKy Asieca.

— 3Haelb, — IPOU3HEC KOPOIh JIaccapaHa, OTXOs K JJIMHHOMY CTOJY Y CTEHBI U JOCTaBas U3
BHYTPEHHEr0 KapMaHa HeOOJIbIIIoi CBEPTOK, — MHI He IIJITaHUPOoBasiu Tebst yOuBaTh. AIMCCUH BIIOJIHE
yCTpauBaJo, 9YTO ee Cynpyr GpaKTUUeCcKu OTOIIeN OT [ell, MeHs 6ojiee YeM yCTpauBao, YTO KOPOJIb
0osiee He MOCEIaeT CIaIbHIO CBOEH KOPOJIEBHI.

[Topoiok cepeOpHUCTOM CTPYHKOI BHICHITIANCS B 00Kasl, ciiefoM AJyiec Halul KpacHOe BUHO.
CoOcCTBeHHBIM IaIblleM HeOpexKHO pa3Menar.

— Ho THI coBepIus ofHY HeMonpaBuMylo omu0Ky, [JapuaH, — IMOAXBaTHB O0KaJl, I0HOIIa
HETOPOIIJIUBO HAIIPABUJICSH K XXEpPTBE, — THI IIOCMeJ1 YOAPUTh MO0 CECTPY.

Annec nogoier, GBICTpBIM OBUXKEHUEM YXBATHUII €r0 3d BOJIOCHI, 3aCTABUJI 3dlIPOKHUHYTE I'OJIOBY U
HeB3HUpPad Ha APOCTHOE COIIPOTUBJIEHUE, HAa4adJl BIUBATh COOEP2ZKHUMOE B I''TOTKY IIOBEP2KEHHOT'O
KOpPOJis. HeKOTOpOG BpeMsA B MPAYHOM IIOA3E€MEJIbE CIIBIIIANINCh JIUIIE XPUIIBI, DEIYaHNE U IIaJEeHue
KaIrejb Ha KaMEeHHBIH OTI.

3aBepIiuB, ANyiec U3e€BaTENbCKY TOTPEAs KOPOJIs TI0 IeKe ¥ MPOU3HEC:

— JTO IOPOLIOK 3/IJIATPA, OH BEI3HIBAET MOMYTHEHUE paccynka. Ceiiuac s BJIMJI OCHOBHYIO O3,
noce Tebe exxegHEBHO OyIyT HaBaTh er0 BMECTE C JleKapCcTBaMu. U 3Haelns, KakoB OymeT UTor?

HapI/IaH C HEHABUCTBIO CMOTPEJI Ha HeTO. Ho ero peaKknus JINIIb PaCCMEIInIia Anneca.

— Y [lappaTtaca OygeT moOpasi KopojeBa u 0e3yMHBIM KOPOJIb, — IIPOIIEINTal I0Hoia. — Ho Th 1moKa
OCTaHeIbCS XUTh, Manblll Jappu. ['om, umu 4yTh 60JIbIIE, POBHO OO TEX II0OP, TOKA MH He OymeT
TOYHO YBEPEHHI, YTO HACHEeOHBIN MPUHIl PaHaBepH BBIZKUBET. A €ClIi HET, — YJbI0Ka KOpPOJIsS
JlaccapaHa cTajia mupe, — Torga AJIMCCUH POOUT OPYTOro.

IapuaH IpomosIKall MOT4Ya B3UPaTh Ha Ajjieca, POBHO [I0 TeX II0P, IIOKa TOT He J0OaBHII:
— Pogurt ot meHs!

Korpma moBombHEINM ¥ TOP2KECTBYIOIINUY ITpaBUTenb JlaccapaHa IOKUOan IoA3eMelbe, BCIen eMy
HECJIUCh MIPOKISATUS U OCKOPOJIeHNUsI, HO KOPOJIb JIUIIL XUTPO YABIOACS, CNIyIas, KaK SPOCTHO
M3JIUBAET CBOM I'HEB yXKe M00eXIeHHBIN TPOTUBHUK.

* % x

Coyctsa nBapuaTh gHel, Koposesa lllappaTaca cMoria BCTaTh C IOCTEJIU U JIEKApU YKe He Ollacaluch
3a ee 370poBbe. Ee 1apcTBeHHEIN OpaT, ¢ HETEPIIEHUEeM 0KUOasl BEI3IOPOBIEHUS CECTPH, HaXOHACh
npu geope IllappaTaca, ¥ IUIIF HEMHOTHE Befaid HCTUHHOE MOJI0KEHME Bellled — KOpoJb JlapuaH
CXOMIUT C yMa B COOCTBEHHOM CIlalibHe, a AJiyiec, BOJel0 CBOEM CECTPHI, CTPEMUTENILHO MEHSIET BIaCTH
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Ha MeCTaX, a Tak Xe y6HpaeT CTOPOHHHUKOB KOPOJId U3 COBETA. W kak-To coBCEM HUCIIYTaHHO
MeIrTajJnucCh O Kape TOCIIOOHEH, YTO Iopa3ujia 3HATh I.HappaTaca... [Tagenus ¢ mecTHHI], THOEIL Ha
0X0T€e, HEOXKHNIOAHHO Pa3ryIdBIINeCsd pa360ﬁHHKH, YTO HavalJld HallagaTh JazxKe Ha 3aMKH, IIpaBaa,
JIUIITb HEYT OJHBIX AJ'IJ'IGCY OBOPSAH.

Anuccun 060 BceM y3Halla ciy4aiHo. [IpekpacHas KOpoJieBa, efiBa IOJTy4rIa BO3MOXKHOCTh
IIOKHMHYTH OTIOCTHIJIEBINYIO CIIAJIbHIO, IO TPUCMOTPOM YEThIPEeX OCTABIIMXCS ¥ Hee GPEensnuH,
IIOTOPOTIMIAaCh B KOPOJIEBCKUY cafl. TaM, cpedu NUIIUBIIKAXCS JIUCTBH lepeBbeB, BemoKyphlil eMOH
packuHyna pyKHd, 3aKpyxKujach, pafysch JONT0KOAaHHOU CBOOOME, 1 ee KPUK pa3Heccs Haj BCeM
TapKOM:

— Amnpar!

Bonk mpuMy4arcs K Hel, CJIOBHO XKJIaJl 30Ba BCe 3TO BpeMsi, HO efiBa AnuccuH 00HsIIa 3Bepsi, KakK
yCIIBIIIIaNa:

— Tebe pa3pemmnu MOKUHYTH IOCTENTh, HO HUKAK He BHIUTHU B cap!

®pennuHL pa30M B3OPOTHYNU U CHeNall HECKOIbKO UCIYTaHHEIX [IIar0B Ha3an. Arjeca OHU
oTlacajiich BCETMa, HO MOCTIe CIIYYUBIIETroCs 3TO OB y2Ke KaKOK-TO APYToM, NTaHU4YeCKUU CTpax.

— Bpareln, — modeckiBasi BOJIKa 3a yXOM, ANIMCCHH BCKUHYJIA I'OJIOBY U YNILIOHYJIACh, 3aMETUB €T0
B3TJISIM, — C KAKKUX IOP TH ¥ HAC CTOJIb 00ECITOKOEH MOUM CaMOYYBCTBHUEM.

Koponsb JlaccapaHa IIJTaBHO IOMOIIEN K Hell, 00XBaTUB IIPeieybe 3aCTaBuU/I BCTATh, a 3aTEM
TIOOXBATUJI HA PYKHU ¥ MOJT49a IIOHEeC 06paTHO KO [BOPIIY.

— Annec, — KOpoJjieBa HEBOJILHO ITOEXKUJIACH, TSI Ha eT0 X0JI0gHOe, TOYTH 6eccTpacTHOe JTUI0. —
Annec, uTo ¢ To6ou? ['me TOT poOKUY 1 BIMIOOIEHHEIM B MEeHS I0HOIIIA, YTO OB TaK HEXKEH U MUJL.

JlegsiHOW B3TJISA[ MMPEKPaCHBIX TONYyObIX TJIa3 U He MeHee JIeASTHON TOH:
— 4 BrIpoc, AnuccuH. Ctana MyKUYUHOMU.

— Hy Kak TH cTan MyK4YUHOM 5 HUKOT{a He 3a0yay, ¥ 9TO IIPOU3OIIIIO TaBHO, — KOKETIUBO IOoAIena
OHA.

— 4 He ObIT MyKYKUHOM, — C HEBEPOSITHOM 37100011 Tpou3Hec Ajliec, 3aCTaBUB €€ B3APOTHYTh. —
OBLT c71abbIM I0HIIOM, HEe CITOCOOHBIM MPENOTBPATUTEL TBOM Opak C 9TUM HHUYTOKECTBOM!

— Annec, — HCIIYTaHHO BEIJOXHYJIa KOPOJIEBA.

— XBaTut, — oH 0e3 Tpyzda B30exKaJ 110 JIeCTHUIaM, faXe He U3MEeHUB [bIXaHUs, HECMOTPS Ha CBOIO
HOIIY.

Koponesa IllappaTaca Moii4a oxupaa, IoKa 6paT, UTHOPUPYS BRITSIHYBIIKUECS JIUIA TPUABOPHBIX U
CTpax BHECET ee B KOPOJIEBCKHE MTOKOHU, HO elBa OH, YJI0KUB ee Ha IOCTeJIb, 3arep ABEPH, ANUCCUH
He BhIlepXkara:

— Yo nmpoucxogut?! — TpeboBaTEILHO BOIPOCHUIA MOJIOMAs XKEeHIITHHA.

OH Me[7IeHHO TIONOIIENI K Hel, OIIYCTUJICS Ha IIOCTEeJIb ¥ OCTOPOXKHO, CJIOBHO KacaJsICsl Yero-To CTOJIb
XPYIIKOT0 ¥ OeCIieHHOr0, B34/ ee HOXKY. C TeM Ke TpeneToM u 3a00ToH, Annec CHSI ONHY
TyGbenbKy, 3aTeM U BTOPYIO, YI0KUB 00e HOXKKY Ha CBOU KOJIEHU. AJIeCCHH IIPOM0JIKasia Mojida
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Ha6HIOJIaTB 3a HUM, II03BOJISIS OTBETUTH Ha IMOCTABIEHHBIN BOIIPOC.

— Ilomuumsp, B JlaccapaHe, B OXOTHUYbEM JOMUKE? — OH HAyaJll JACKOBO TIOTIaXXKHUBATh €€ HOXKKU. —
Tet 1 ['eHpH, BB HAMTUJIUCH, ¥ THI 3aCHYJa IPSIMO 3a CTOJIOM.

— Maze 0bIJIO MBeHAOATh, — BCIIOMHMJIA AJTMCCHH.

— OTO IPOU30LUIO B TY HOYb, — POBHEIM 0€39MOIIMOHAILHEIM I'0JI0COM IIPOU3HEC IPEKPaCHBIN
agren, — 4... 1 ['eHpu.

— KX cTOMBKO OBIJIO, 3TUX MOIIOEK U 3TUX JOMUKOM, MBI BECEJIO TIPOBOJUIIN IOHOCTE.
— Ho He B TOT Beuep.

— Het! — Anuccun pe3Ko MOOgHSIAch, CTOSI HAa KOJIEHSIX Ha MOCTesH, 00HsIa OpaTa, — HET, OH He MOT
y3HaTb! HeT, Annec, Mbl O ocTOpoxkKHE! Hert!

JlemssHOM, CTIOBHO KaMeHHBINW AJINIeC CIIOKOMHO MOBTOPUIT:

— 9710 npousouuio B Ty Houb. OH TpeGoBas 1 HacTauBasl, s oTKa3asncs. OH Buen Hac, Hac ¢ TOOOM.
AnuiccrH yOUBIEHHO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

— W torga 'enpu no3Ban CBOUX Apy3eu... — royioc Koposs JlaccapaHa IPOTHYIL.

— MHe 651710 Bce paBHO, 4TO OyzmeT co MHOM, JIuc. [JeficTBUTEIHHO BCe PaBHO, IT0Ka PaHaBepH He
Haydaj pacCTeruBaTh TBOIO pyOaIky!

C HEKOTOPHEIM YOUBIIEHUEM, AnKCCHH 0TMETHIAa, KaK HalIPSATIJIOCH €T0 TeJIO IIPU 3THUX CJIOBaX.

— l'eHpu OBIT yKe IIbSH U HAYETo He cooOpaxkarl, Thl Cliaja, g 0CTaJCs OOUH IIPOTUB Bcex! — U Bce
TeM e CIIOKOHHBIM rojiocoM. — 1 mobemuil.

— To ecTb ThI 06MaHYJI MeHS, paccKa3aB, 4To OpaT mpucTasan K Tede!
— Torpma, 6e3 Tebs 51 OBl HE CyMel CIIPaBUThHCS.

— IllukapHOo! — AJIMCCHUH ceJla, CKpecTuia pyKu. — To eCTh TOJIBKO 4TO, 51 Y3HaJla, 4YTO OTIIpaBUiia
crapuiero 6pata B IPEUCIIOOHIONO I10 JI0KHOMY 00BUHEHUIO!

— IIpekpatu, MBI BCe paBHO cfesianu Obl 9TO, MHE HyKeH OblT TpoH Jlaccapana! KuBHYB, KopoieBa
[ITappaTaca 3apasa ri1aBHBM BOIIPOC:

— YTO0 THI IBITACHILCSI MHE CKa3aTh?

Annec OmHSIICS, PEIBKOM CHSIJT KAM30J1, CTOJIb 2Ke OBICTPO, Yepe3 TOJIOBY CTSIHYI pyOaliky. 3aTeM
CKWHYJI CallOTH ¥ HAIIPABUJICSA K BO3MIOOTEHHON. ATuccuH Ha0M0gama 3a HUM MOJT4Ya, C yIUBIEHUEeM
OTMETHB YTO IIOYEMY-TO IIPEKHUX YYBCTB YK€ HE UCIHITHBAET U 3TO HE 0CTAJIOCh He3aMEUEeHHEIM.

— Te1 mo6uIIb ee? — BOIPOCUTT AJJIEeC, OTIPOKUABIBASI KOPOJIEBY Ha ITPOCTHIHH.

— HaBepHoe, — OHa CITOKOWHO IIPOCTIENNIa 3a TeM, KaK JIOBKHE TaJIbIlbl PACITHYPOBLIBAIOT €€
KOpCeT.
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— Bonrite yeM MeHsI? — OH 3aBEepIInuI C TECEMOYKAaMU U TEIIEPh PA3BA3bIBAJI ITeHHBIN IIJIaTOK.

— JTO YTO-TO APYTOe, — TUXO OTBETUJIA AJTMCCUH, — YTO-TO YUCTOE U CBETIIOE, UTO [elaeT MEeHs
nydIie.

— Tl moOUIIEL ee? — HECKOJIBKO KECTKO TIOBTOPHUJII OH BOTIPOC.
— Jla, — Anuccun OpaTa HUKOTa He 00s1/1aCh, HU II€PBOTO, HA BTOPOTO.

— Xopo1110, — OH OCTOPOXKHO OITYCTHUJICS CBEPXY, IIPUABUB €€ K IIOCTeNIH, — TOTrAa Hac OyaeT Tpoe,
THI, 1 1 KaTtapuHa.

YBepHYBIIKUCH OT TPpeOOBaTENbHABIX I'y0, ATUCCUH YyTh HACMEIIUBO TOMHTEPECOBaIaCh:
— OTKy[a CTOJIbKO YBEPEHHOCTH, JTIIOOUMBIiA?

OH He OTBETHUJI, IPUHUKAS K €€ ycTaM, TpeGOBaTeNIbHO Leys IIe0 U IIedn, AJjiec CIIOBHO Gpat
CBO€, TO, YTO Y HEro OTHSIJIK ¥ TO, YTO OH C TAKMM TPYIOM BEpPHYII.

JIutmb KOrjia CXJIBIHYIa CTPACcThb, AJTMCCHH TTPUKajach K €ro Tey, YCTPOUJIa T'oJI0BY Ha Iiede U, BOOS
TaJIbYUKOM TI0 MYCKYJIUCTOM IPYOH, 3aAyMUYMBO ITPOU3HECTIA:

— THI U3MeHuNICs.
— Tebst 3TO MyraeT? — OH JTACKOBO ITOTJIaXKKUBAJI IIIEJIKOBYI0 KOXKY.
— Ecnu OBITH OTKPOBEHHOH, TO [Ia.

— C KaKuX 3TO 0P TOPAYIO TaCCapaHCKYIO ILBHUITY UTO-TO IyraeT? [ToxkaB mmevyaMu, ATUCCUH
TPYCTHO OTBETHIIA:

— BeposTHO, 5 ToXKe n3MeHunach, Anec.
— 4 BUXYy.
— ThI He mOBOJIEH 3TUM?

[ToBepHYBIIKCH Ha 6OK U MOATIEPEB TOJIOBY PYKOM, AJjiec MPHUCTaIbHO CMOTPEN Ha Hee. CMOTpen
[OJITO TIOYTH He MHUTas.

— Tl TOX0XK Ha aHTena, — AJMCCHH IIPOTSHYIa PYKY, KOCHY/IAch MSATKUX 30JI0THIX KyOpeH, MpoBea
110 11eKe, obprcoBaa ryosl. — BOT TONBKO r7a3a... 37ble!

— BeposATHO, 3TO IPOUCXOOUT IIOTOMY, UTO 5 301!

— W moueMmy Xe TH 30717 — OMPOKHUHYB €T0, KopoJieBa 3abpasiack CBepXy, HU CEKYH[Ib HE CTECHSISICh
HaroTHl, ¥ moTpeboBasa orBeTa: — Hy xke!

Ha kpacuBo o4epyeHHHBIX I'y0ax MpoMebKHYJa TPyCTHAS y/IbIOKa 1 BMECTO OTBeTa, KOpPOJlb
JlaccapaHa IIpPOu3HEC:

— 3HaeIb, MOs omuOKa B TOM, 4YTO 4 HUKOI'MAa HE OyMaJl O BO3BMO2XKHOCTH IIOTEPATH TeObs...

AnuccuH Mosya XKpgana IIPOOOIIZKEHN .
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— MHe Ka3aJoch, — ero PYKH JIETJIX Ha €€ IIOJIHYIO IT0CJIe HEAAaBHUX POOOB I'PyAb, — YTO
HeO6XOI[I/IMOCTB IIPATAThCA U CKPBIBATh HAIIKM 9YyYBCTBA4, JIMIIbL BpEMEHHAs.

— Ho mumnmri...

— ITomornuu. Y BOT KOrfia s CTOSII U CMOTPeJI, KaK IIPOKJISATas KapeTa yBO3UT TeOs B IPYTyI0 CTPaHy,
B IIOCTEJIb K IPYroMy MyK4YuHe, 0T KOTOPOT'0 TH Oyfellb BEIHYKIeHa poXKaTh YOIIOOKOB. ..

— Annec!

— 4 cka3an — 3aTkHUCH! Y BOT TOrza, CeCTpUYKa, 1 0CO3HAJ, YTO, HECMOTPS Ha €NUHVIO KPOBb, 1 He
“Melo Ha Te0Os HUKaKuX IpaB!

HaxmypuBimuce, AnuccuH cMOTpesia Ha 6paTa ¥ HAKaK He MOTJjia ITOHATh K 4YeMy 3TOT PasroBop.
Annec yneIbHYIICS, cen, 0OHSB ee U yaepKaB Ha cebe, 1 MPOIIENTal, Kacasich ee ry0:

— ThlI maxe He IMpefCcTaBIIsgelb, YTO YYBCTBOBA 5 110 HOYaM! 3Hasi, YTO B 9TO CaMO€ BPEMS ThI
oTHaemnibcs gpyromy! UTo gpyroi KacaeTcs TBOeM IJIEHUTEIbHOU TPYHH, IeNyeT 3TH Cllafikue TyOkl,
BUIUT TebOst 0OHaxKeHHOU u 6eccThigHOM! Benb Thl Mosi, Anuccun! Most mmo npaBy poxpenus! Mos!
Best! U T mokHa OBITH CO MHOM, He YPBIBKAMH U CKPHIBASICh OTO BCEX, @ KaK MO XK€eHa, KaK MaTh
MoOHUX JeTerlt!

— V-y-y. — AnuccuH He CKphIJIa U3fieBaTeIbCKUX HOTOK. — ThI, 6paTelr, 3a0bI 0 TAaKOK Ma-a-
aJIeHbKOU feTany, Kak Halre ¢ To00# KpOBHOE POACTRBO!

OHa y7neIOHYTIACk... HO yIBIOKA ITOMePKJIa IO ero MPUCTaabHbIM, HEMUTAOUIUM B3TJISIOM U B
TEIJIOTY UX 0OBSITHY JIEASHEIM 3MeeM 3aKpasiCs CTpax.

— Annec, — meByIIKa 0OHSIIA ero AuIo, — AJIec, 3T0 HEBO3MOXKHO, IIOHUMaels? Mel OpaT U CecTpa,
POMHBIE, POXKIEHHEIE OOHON MaTEPhI0 ¥ OT OOHOTO OoTila! Hu ogHa penmurus He MO3BOIUT MOg00HOro!

— 3HAYMUT K IeMOHaM PEeNuruio, JIuc, Mbl CTaHEM OCHOBATEISIMUA HOBOW PEIUTHH.

— OTO KpoBOCMellleHue! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa KOpOJIeBa.

— PoxpeHre HOBOY IMHACTUHU U COXPaHEHUE YUCTOTH KPOBH.

— Hert, Annec, — OHa mombiTanach BCTaTh, HO OH He MM03BONNI, — 1 nmoTepsto [llappaTac.
Pe3kwuii 37101 CMeX U CIIOKOMHOE:

— Ilapparac, Jlaccapan u Patacc — Mbl 00beIUHUM TPU TOCyHapcTBa, JIuc. Tl U s, MBI CTaHEM
OCHOBATEJIIMU HOBOY OUHACTUM, AUHAcCTUU [IpakoHOB. Kak B apeBHUE BpeMeHa! MBI BO3poauM
Uwmneputo [IpakKoHOB!

— CKaxXu MHe, 4TO 3TO LIyTKa, — HAIPSIXKEHHO nonpocuiia Anuccud. Ero MosyaHue CcTajio OTBETOM.
— Moii oTBeT «HeT»! — yBepeHHO MPOU3HeCIa KOpoJeBa.

— Tot monyuuins Katapuny, — Amnnec ynelOHYICS, — THI IOJTYYUILb BJIACTh. YCTasI0 ITOKa4yaB r'OJI0BOH,
OHa BAPYT BCIIOMHUIIA:

— A KakK e MOHU JeTu’?
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— Yomopku [TapuaHa?
CTpeMUTeNbHO MOAHSABIIKCH, ATUCCUH HaOpOCHIa XajaT, U y&Ke He CKpPhIBas THeBa, BOCKJIMKHYIA:
— Ho ato mou getu! Mou, moHNMaeIs?

Anec Tak e IMOTHSJICS, CIIOKOMHO IOIOIIe I K CeCTPe, CTAaIbHEIMHU MaJIblIaMHU CXKaJl ee MoJ00pOK 1
TIPOIIUIIE]T:

— CBouMu THI Ha30Belllb HaIIUX feTel, cecTpuyka! Hamux! Tex, B KoM OyaeT Teyb YuCTask KPOBb
Apparaprtos!

* % %k

OHa cTOs71a Yy OKHA ¥ OTCTPaHeHHO HabJioana 3a TBOPUBIIMMCS CPeOu BOJIH xaoce. HacTymuma
OCeHb, XOJIOfHAs, ChIpasi, HalloJHeHHas IITOPMaMH.

— Ta-a-ak, uToOH TEOE €llle UHTEPECHOI'0 paccKal3aTh, — 3aAyMUYKBO IpousHec AH. — A, ecTh Koe-
YTO, — OH [OCTaJ IXChMO U3 CTOIKHM KOPPECIOHOEHIIN, — HOBOCTHU U3 IlllappaTaca.

Katu oTBepHYyach OT OKHA, IIpHUCesa Ha IOJJOKOHHHUK U YIIbIOHYIach, 3aMeTHB, KaK Ha Hee CMOTPHUT
uMiepaTop. OH YacTo mpre3xkKaJsl BOT Tak II0 BeuepaM, YTOOLI IPOBECTH C HEW TUXUH, YIOTHBIH U
noMainHui Beyep. M Torma oHu 06a OTOBIXAH... OT BCETO.

— Hosoctu u3 llappaTaca 3T0 3aMaH4uBO, — KaTu faxe KUBHYJA, JEMOHCTPUPYS KakK 3TO
3aMeyaTebHO, — HO BB, MO} BO3JII00/IEHHLIN CYIIPYT, 0TYasgHHO u3beraeTe faXke YIIOMUHAHUM O
coOBITUSIX Ha 3amafe PaTacca.

flH HAKJIOHUJICS U MOTJIafuI BepHOro XapaHa. ['0OBOPUTE C HEX 0 BOCCTAHUU €My He XOTEJIOCh.

— MHe paccka3sain AHepo, — KaTu OTTOJIKHYJIach OT IIOLOKOHHMKA, IIOMOLIIa K UMIIePaTopy,
TPAIMO3HEIM ¥ ITPUBHIYHLIM KECTOM Cejla Ha ero KOJIEeHU, HEeKHO O0HsIa JIUI0 JTafloHsIMu. — Bar
HaCJIeJHUK ¥ Ha3BaHHBINU ChIH ITOOHSI BOCCTaHUE?

Kunys, A1 mo6aBui:
— Jlaccapan! ITonumaenis?
— He coBceM, — otBeTuna Katapuna.

— YV Xunaitopa nommepxkka Kopoisi JIaccapaHa, Anneca [Io6poro, oH ke Annec CBepKaloIui, OH
Xe...

— Bpart Anuccul, — gononnuna Katu. — Ho HeyxXenu ofHa JIUIIL IOAAEPKKa KOPOJIS, [I03BOJIAET
BallleMy HaCJIeOHUKY 3aXBaThIBaTh FOPOJ 3a TOPOIOM, KPETIOCTh 3a KPEIOCThI0?

— Her, gymia Mosi, — XaccusiH 4yTh IIOfIaJICS BIEPE, 1aCKOBO MIPUKOCHYJICA K ee ry0aM U JIUIIb
1I0CJie TIoBefiajl, — AJiec oKa3aj He TOIhKO IOJEePKKY — BO I'1aBe SIKOObI «HapOgHOT0» BOMCKa
CTOSIT BOGHAYaJIbHUKM JlacCapaHa, JaCCapaHCKUe Ke COJINATH IBJISTIOTCS KOCTSIKOM B KaXKIOM U3
OTPSIHOB.

KatapuHa HaxMypusach.

— IToroBapuBaioT, 4T0 KOpoJib [lapuaH 60J1eH, — BEPHYJICS K IPEeXKHEMY pasroBopy XacCusH. —
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Hapop 6marogaput Hebeca 3a TO, UTO Y KOPOJIEBCTBA €CTh HaclemHuK. KcTaTu, HUKOTa He
MoTaflaelbCcs KaK ero uMsi.

«PaHamup, — BcrioMmHuIa Katm».

— Ero Ha3Banu B 4eCTh CKOPOIIOCTUKHO CKOHYABIIIErocs KOpoisi. Muno, He mpaBaa 1u?

«EuTapa c4acTiauBa».

— 910 xopoiuee M, — KataprHa nopHsANIace, IpoTAHyIa eMy PyKy. — MaemTe, Hac XKaeT yXKUH.

fH mocMOTpes Ha MaJleHbKUY KPYTJIbIM XKMBOTUK OCTaHOBUBIIENUCS PSIOOM C HUM CYIPYTH, U He
yhoepaKaBuIuCh MOTAHYT Katu Ha ce0s, a ejBa OHa MPUOIN3UIIACh, JTAaCKOBO IIOLI€JI0BaJl HHIHE CaMyio
BBHIIQIOIIYIOCS 4acCTh ee Tefa.

— Oro, — OH IpuXKaJcs IEKOH K ee XKUBOTUKY, — TaM KTO-TO AEPETCS.

— HHTepecHOo KTO OB 3TO MOT OBITH? — KaTapuHa pacCcMesiach.

— Jlaxxe He 3HaW0, — MMOAAEepPXKaJll OH ee Urpy. — A BBl HUKOTO He XKfeTe, yBaxXaemas?

— XKny, c HeTepeHUEM.

— W xoro xe?

— JuTs, Mol uMmrnepaTop. M ecTh faxe IMpeAnookeHre, YTO Balllero! — oHa paccMesiniach.

— TonbKo Ipeqnosoxkenue? — H MONHSI FOJIOBY, ¥ XUTPO YIROHYJICS. — Musasi, HaBEPHOE, ThI
3a0blTa, KaK MBI €70 3a4aiu... Hajo 6yoeT HalmtOMHHUTb.

KaTu paccMmesinach U IOTSHY A €ro 3a co00i B cTosnoByio. OHa ynbi6anack POBHO [0 TeX IOp, II0Ka
BCTPETUBIIASCS UM Ha ITyTHU CJIyKaHKa, He yKa3aja Ha cBoy pykaB. Y KaTapuna 3amepia, a 3aTeM,
BIHOBATO B3IJITHYB Ha BCTPEBOKUBILETOCS BCJIEN 3@ HEM UMIIEPATOpPa, BEIMOJIBUIIA:

— 41... goroHIo Bac.
Y noutu nobexkana B COOCTBEHHYIO KOMHATY, UTHOPUPYS BO3MYILIEHHBIN BO3TJac fAHa.

[TpupepxkuBas KUBOT, KaTapuHa gorHaa CIyKaHKY U BHIPBajia IOCJIaHUE U3 ee APOXKalluX PYK.
TopomnuBo BEPHYIACh B KOMHATY, 3aXKTJla CBEYH, pa30pBaja levyaTh ¥ BUUTAIACh:

«KaTapurHa, m000Bbs MOSI, BOUCTUHY [IpecBeTblil BO34aeT 10 3aciayraM. Beisio BpeMs, Korpa i,
oclienieHHasl CTPaCThIo, JKejlajia JIMIIL YCIIOKOeHUS B TBOUX 00BATHSX, a ceryac... Mot Gpat
omepxkuM m1060Bb10, Katu! OgepxuM mo00BbI0 KO MHe, MO aHTenl. Y s BIlepBhle He Befalo, YTo
fenath... Tel 1 MOM AETH, BOT CaMoOe LIEHHOe, 4TO eCTh y MeHsd. U MHe cTpaiuHo, KaTapruHa, MHe
IEeNCTBUTEILHO CTPAIIHO... Ho 3TO ellle He Bce, Ajyiec ofepkuM upueer 00beIUHUTH CTPAHBL U
BO3poauTh Mmnepuio [IpakOHOB, Ty, 4TO Obl/la pa3pylleHa THICIYeNTeTHs: Ha3af, a Thl...»

— [la, 3T0 yKe cepbe3HO, — YCIIBIIAB I'ojIoc XacCusiHa Hafl rojoBoy, KaTapuHa UCIIyraHHO BEIDOHUTIA
IIICHEMO.

VimmepaTop mOmHST ero, 3a0pai BEpHYJICS B KPeCJio ¥ KaMuHa. TaM, B CBETe SIPKO TOPSIIIUX APOB, OH
[OYKTal HallMCAaHHOE, a 3aTEM OTHUM IIJIaBHBIM 2K€CTOM BHIOPOCHI OyMary B OTOHb.
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— 3ayeM? — BOCKNIMKHYyNa Katapuna. — { He gouuTana!l

— Tebe u He cTOUT, — XacCUSH CMOTpeJI, KaK OrOHb II0XUpaeT Oymary. — Manbuniika Pemus
IIOUTPaTh B IpakKoHa... ManbyuilKa 3aurpancs!

— fH... — KaTu He y3HaBaja Cynpyra.

— TBos1 KOpOHAIIMSA COCTOUTCS Yepe3 ABa OHA! — Pe3KO IPOU3HEC UMIIePaTOpP. — MEI CIUIIIKOM
[OJITO TAHYJIU C 3TUM. 3aBTpa Xe g OTPeKyCh 0T XuJlalopa Kak OT ChiHa ¥ HacnegHuka! XBatut! MHe
OBLIO JXKaJlb IJIEMIHHUKA, HO MHe He XkKaJlb MapuoHeTKy JlaccapaHCKOro yomonka!

KaTapuHa HeBOJIbHO O0OHsIIa KUBOT, B CBSIIEHHOM y2Kace TIISIAs Ha Cympyra u modumoro. 2KecTokui,
pacueTnuBhIii, B30emeHHbI! IMEHHO TaKUM OH ObIJT cedyac U UMEHHO Takoi XaCCUSH BOPYT
UCIIyTall €e...

— KaTu? — oH 3aMeTusn u ee CTpax, 4 ee CMATeHUe. BcTas, ogoIies, OMyCTUICS Ha KOJIEHU U O0HSI
ee, IPUXKABIIUCE IIEKOU K OKPYTJIOMYy KUBOTUKY. — KaTapuHa, s 1pocTo 3071. O4eHb.

— 3HaeTe, MHe KaXKeTCs B JaHHOU CUTyallH, 3JIOCTh COBEPIIEHHO 6eCCMBICJ'IeHHa, — O0TO3BaJlaCb
AdEBYIIIKa, — HYZKHO IIPOCTO AYMATh O TOM, YTO MBI MO2KE€M IIPEAIIPUHATE H...

OH yneIOHYICS, ¥ IPUBBIYHO IIOLIEJIOBAJI €€ OKPYTJIBIN KUBOTHK.

— 4 pa3bepycsh, — ellle OOUH HEXHBIM NOIENIyH, — J0BEPhCS MHe. Bce OymeT xoporo.

KaTtu monya KuBHYyIIA.

— JI:060Bb MOs, — OH IOOHSAJICS, HEXKHO II0IIeJI0BaJl €e U NpolIelnTa, — I0Bepb, Bce OyAEeT XOpOLIo.

* % %

AnucCcYH MOCTYKKBAaJa MajbllaMH 10 KPHIIIKE PE3HOT'0 CTOJIa U3 CBETJIOTO JIEHUPCKOTO JIepeBa U ee
roJyry0Oble TJla3a TEMHENH 110 Mepe [I0KJIafia repiora Jlapuie. BmpoueM mpuyYrHOM r'HeBa ObLIO0
COBEPIIEHHO HE 3TO0, a KJIOYOK OyMaru B THEBe U30APaHHBIH 110-My2KCKH CATbHBIMU TaJbI[aMHu. ..
CHuIIKOM HEeOXKHUIAHHBEIM 0Ka3ajI0Ch [ Hee, MMOIYYUTh IMOCTIaHue He OT MUJjIoH cepany KatapuHel, a
OT €e... Cympyra.

— Mos KoposeBa? — replor 3aMeTHUII ee COCTOSTHUE.
— [IpoponxaiiTe! — npomunena AUCCHH.

— CroponHuKY [lapraHa B JaHHbLIM MOMEHT 3aXBaTUJIU TPU KPYIIHAIX IIOPTa KOPOJIEBCTBA, X KaK BHI
3HaeTe, KpenocTyu [lakapHbl U [TuTepa NpakKTU4eCKU HETIPUCTYIIHH U...

[IBeps pacraxHysach. YBUeB BXOALIEro Kopoid JlaccapaHa, repuor Jlapuiie HU3KO0 CKIIOHUJICS,
Arnec Ha ero NIpUBETCTBUE OTBETHUJI €IBa 3aMETHBIM II0JIYKMBKOM, IIOCJIE YEero IMPOLIeI K CECTpe U
COBepLIEHHO OecrapgoHHbEIM 06pa3oM, ycencs: Ha cToil. HeqoyMeHHO U BMeCTe C TEM
HeomoOPHUTETHHO B3ePHYB 6POBb, KOPOJIEBA IIPOCIIENNTIA 3a eT0 ePeNBUKEHUSIMHU.

— YTO-TO CITy4MIIOCh, HOPOTOi OpaT? — SI3BUTENILHO BOIIPOCHUJIA OHA. B OTBET yCMelKa ¥ KUBOK Ha
Huapa:

— OpnuH u3 TBOUX?!
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— JloBepeHHBIN, — mpoIunea ATUCCUH Bce 6ojiee pa3mpakeHHas 110 IOBOAY IOBedeHus Opara.

Ia, 3a BpeMsI ee BEIHYXKAEHHOTO JIe?KaHUS B TIOCTENIA OH CYMEJI HE TOJIBKO B3SITh CUTYAIIHIO MO
KOHTPOJIb, HO ¥ YIIPOYUTH TI0JI0KEHNE KOPOJIEBH, OMHAKO Temepk... Anuccun cyutana [llappaTac
CBOUM KOPOJIEBCTBOM, U TIepeXBaThBaHUE OpaTOM BOXKKeil yIpaBieHus el 60jiee ueM He HPaBUJIOCh.

— Fepuor, — KOpOJieBa BEJINYECTBEHHO ITOOHAJIACh, — MBI IIPOJOJI2KMM II032Ke.

Jlapuirie HU3KO TIOKJIOHUJICST CBOEH MPEKPACHOH MOBEIUTENbHUIIE, C YOUBIEHHEeM 0TMedasi, 4TO UTo-
TO B ITIOBEIEHUH KOPOJIEBCKUX 0CO0 ero HacTOPOKuI0. Ho JTHINL TOKHHYB KOPOJIEBCKHE ITOKOH U
OCTaHOBHUBIIKCH Ha JIECTHUIIE, Huap BOPYT MOHSII YTO KUMEHHO — B3TJIsA. TOT B3TJISA, C KOTOPEIM
KOpoJib JIaccapaHa CMOTPEIT Ha CBOIO POIHYIO CECTPY.

— BoucTUHY MOU MBICTTH KOIIYHCTBEHHBI, — ITPOOOPMOTAJI T'ePIIOT, CIIYCKasCh M0 CTYIIEHIM.
% X %k
Mex TeM B KaOuHeTe KOPOJIeBbl Ha3peBas CKaHMal.

— Trl He BpaBe BecTu cebs momoOHEIM 00pa3oM! — Havana AnuccuH. — Mpest 0 BO3POXKIEHUN
KOpOJIeBCTBa AlilliepaH 3TO MU0, 3a0aBHO, HAMBHO U [jaXkKe UHTPUTYIOIIE, HO TBOE IPUCYTCTBUE B
MOel rOCyIapCTBeHHOU JeUCTBUTEIbHOCTY COBEPILIEHHO HellpueMeMo!

Amnrec ¢ XUTPOH YCMEIIKOM, OTKPOBEHHO JTI060BaCsl pa3rHeBaHHOU cecTpoit. KpacuBasi, cunmbHas, B
o61aKe CHUSIOMIUX 30JI0THIX BOJIOC, UTO CETOHS ObLIN U MPUCOOPAHEI ¥ 30JIOTUCTHIMU KyAPSIMHU
CIIyCKaJIUCh Ha ee IIJIeUH, CIIUHY, TPYOb... [ pyab BOJTHOBaIa ero 0CO6eHHO, CTOJIb IIEHUTEIHHO
IPUIIOOHATAS KOPCETOM, PUOTKPHITAS 3HAYUTENIbHLIM NeKOIbTe 6arpoBoOro miaTks... [la u ee ry0H,
TIOPO30BEBIIKE OT T'HEBA, KA3aJIUCh OBYMS JIETIECTKAMH PO3...

— Xouy Tebst, — 00peK OH MBICJIU B CJIOBa, — 3[ECh U ceiyac.
Y naBHO IOJHSBIIKCEH, CTPEMUTEILHO 3aXBATHII €€ B IIJIeH 00bSATHIH.
BoT TonMpKO BO3MYIllEHHAS ¥ pa3THeBaHHas ANMCCHH K JTI000BHEIM yTexaM Obljla He pacIojiokeHa.

— ¢ BrI3Basa Te0s He [ aToro! YOepu pyku! — mpormnunesna Kopojaesa. — M BoBce mepxku cebs B
pykax, 6parel], HHaYe IPUOETCS CUIbHO MMOXKaIeTh!

OHa IpUBHIKJIA K TOMY, YTO YCJIBIIIAB TOMOOHEIN TOH 1 Ajytec ¥ 'eHpy MIHOBEHHO IOTYUHSITIUCDH €e
TpeOoBaHUSIM, HO He ceidac. AJJiec yCIIbIIIaB ee yrpo3y JIUIIh CBEPKHYI OeJI0CHEXKHBIMU 3y0aMHu, a B
CJIeMyIOIIyI0 CEKYHOY OHA OKa3ajach MpukKaTa JIMIIOM K CTOJTy, PYKH ee OH JepKall 3a CIIMHON OMHOMI
JAafOHbIO, B TO BPEMs KakK BTOpas HArjo 3agupaa I00Ku.

— Annec, — KOpoJeBa JepHYJach, IbITasiCh BEIPBATHCS, HO OpaT OBLI CUJIbHEE, U IPUIIOCH
BEPHYTHCA K yrpo3aM. — TONIBKO ImocMen, Anec!

Tpeck pByIIerocs HuxHero 0ejbs ¥ OH BOIIIeN B Hee, BecbMa 00JIe3HEHHO U I'py0o.
— ¢ mocMen, — mpolenTan KOpoik JlaccapaHa, CoBepIasi IePBOe JBUKEHHE.

— IIepsMoO BoHIOYee! — ANMCCUH CHOBA HEPHYJIach, ¥ BHOBL OH OBIN CUIbHEE, KaK CUIIbHEE
CTQHOBUJIUCH U €ro OBICTPEIE IBUXKEHMUS.

— O, ma, HpOJIOJ'DK&fI, — OH BC€ TakK 2Ke MIeIlTajl, — Thl 3Haelllb, MEHs 3TO 3036y}KnaeT.
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— Jaxe Tak? — B30elleHHas JIbBUIIA [TIepecTaja BEPEIBAThCS, U IOHaIach HABCTPEUY ero
TOJTYKAM, — CHJIbHO BO36yXKagaeT?

Br{poqu, BOIIPOC OBIIT WU3JINIIHUM, CHJIY €r0 2KeJIaHWA OHa U OIIyIlldjia X UCIIBITEIBAJId, BOT TOJIBKO:

— TsI 320511, KOT'O IIBITAEIILCS B3SITh CUJION, Afyiec! — mpoluiena KOPojaeBa ¥ HaHeca yoap
KabJTyKOM TI0 ero KOJIeHY.

KOpOHL B3BLIJI, OTIIATHYJICA X C TPDYOOM YIOE€P2KaJICAd Ha HOT'aX.

AnuccrvH MTHOBEHHO OIIyCTHIJIA IIOOOJI IIJIaThsd XU CTPEMUTEIILHO PA3BEPHYIIACh K 6paTy, B30elleHHas 1
3J1ad.

— Tak 3HAYUT «IMOCMen»?! — eflBa JTK He 3apblyajia OHA. — A TH He 3a0blI, C KEM IIOCMEJT TOCTYIIUTh
momo0HBIM 00pa3om?!

Annec, Bce ellle TOTUPAIOIINY GOIHHYIO HOTY, YCMEXHYJICS, BEIIPSIMUIICS ¥ TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS:
— 9T0 TH cooburuna XacCUsiHy 0 MOUX IjlaHax?!

Y 3nocth kKoponest IllappaTaca ucnapuiack MrHoBeHHO. Coo0Imuiia OHa He uMIiepaTtopy PaTacca, a
€ro HeXXHOU CyIIpyTe, HO IIpOoYesl UMEHHO OH.

— JlommycTuM, — Me[JIEHHO OTBeTHUJ1a AJIUCCUH.

[Ipouias B ee Kpeco, Ajsec BOJIBIOTHO YCTPOUJICS U 3afall CIeQYIOIINK BOIPOC:
— 3aueM?

EnBa 3aMeTHO moxXkaB IJle4aMu, KOPOJIeBa OTBETHUIIA:

— CkaxeM Tak, “HpopMauus He IpegHa3Havasach AJg YepHOTIa30ro yOIogKa.
YcMexHyBIINCH, AJiyieC OTKUHYJT BOJIOCH ITPUBLIYHBLIM IBUKEHUEM U IPOU3HEC:

— CKaxeM Tak, KOe-KTO IIPUHSI Mephl. Mo TalHBIN KO3BIPh, @ UMEHHO O0eXXaBIINW HaCJIeMHUK
Patacca npun1] Xumnaiop o0bsABIEH He3aKOHHOPOXKAEHHBIM YOmogkoM! B uMmnepuu pacnpocTpaHeH b
CITyXW O TOM, YTO MaJIbUMINKa ChIH OTyIJIMBOM UMITIEPATPHIIEL U... KOHIOXA.

Anuccun IMOTPSACEHHO CIIylllalla HEBEPOATHERIE II0 CYTH HOBOCTH.

— W Bce OBl HUYETO, HO... — OH IpobapabaHusl MmanbllaMy II0 ITOJI0KOTHUKY, — HO caMa
MMIlepaTpulia norubsa CcToJib HEBEPOSITHOM CMEPThIO, UTO AEJI0 cue counu Kapou [IpecseTsoro!

Ha celi pa3, KoposeBa IofaBuiia yiasI0Ky, CTapasich BHTISAOETh CEPHE3HOM.
— MHe He HpPaBUTCS TBOS peaklus! — pa3gpakeHHO 3aMeTHI KOposb JlaccapaHa.
— TIpomomxkaii, — 6e3MSATEKHO 0TO3BaJaCh AJIMCCHH.

— Boccranue 6b110 mogasiieHo, — Ha nuiie Anieca mpoliia Cyqopora, — Hy 4TO X... OygeM
IeuCcTBOBATh MHAUYE.

— A 3auem? — koporeBa [llappaTaca XuTpo ynbIOHyTack, IOAOIIIA K OpaTy, U, CKIOHUBIIUCH K HEMY,
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SI3BUTENbHO fo0aBuia. — Hac 0XuUOaT CerogHs B MOMHOYE, Afec, o0oux!

BpaT yguBneHHO B3TJIAHYJ Ha Hee U MOI000IEITCTBOBAT:

— K10 u rme?

— IlocnaHHUK UMIIepaTopa PaTacca... CeromHs, B IIOJIHOYb, B XpaMe IIPECBETIIOrO!
Ynusnenuto Koposns JlaccapaHa He ObI0 Ipefena. 3aAyMaBIIKUCh, OH MPayHO IIPOU3HEC:
— HeseposTtHo!

— O yeM u peyb, — AJIUCCHH YCMEXHYJIach, — O 4YeM U peyb!

— Tl He upelIb! — OH PelnuTEeNbHO MOAHSTICSA. — Bce moHsna?

— C T000it ciopuTh OECII0NIe3H0? — MPAYHO IIOMHTEPECOBaIaCh KOPOJIERa.

— HecomueHHO!

* % x

3mech OBIIO OYIIHO ¥ CyMpa4yHo. HempusiTHO maxJio 1eKapCTBaMU U XOTEeJIOCh Ioa0ekaTh K OKHAM,
PacCIaxHyTh UX BIYCKas HOYHYIO IPOXJIamy... XOTeJI0Ch MHOTOTO0, HO Koposnesa [IlappaTaca
ITPOMOIKasa CTOSITh, MOJTYa B3Wpast Ha CyIpyra.

HapuaH cran. be3amsaTe:kHo ynbbasich BO CHe ¥ BPpeEMS OT BpeMeHM HauWHas 60pMOTaTh UMS TOU
eOUHCTBEHHOM, YTO BCerya JI00uI. ..

— BuI 3mech BiepBhe? — HU3KUM, YYTh XPUILIBINA TOJIOC 3aCTaBUI ATNCCUH B3OPOTHYTh.

OO0epHYBIINUCH, OHA C YOUBIIEHUEM YBUEA TEMHOBOJIOCOTO MYKUYUHY, CUOSLIETO B KPECe y
moracuiero KaMuHa. HeoxkumaHHOr0 BU3WTEpa OHA He XK[ala, TeM 00jiee He 0KKUaia BCTPETUTD €ro
B ITOKOSTX OOJILHOT'O KOPOJIS.

— KT0 BH? — HalPSAKEHHO CIpocuiia AINCCHH.

MyxXurHa HEOIpeaeIeHHO MaxHYJI PYKOH U B TO JXe MTHOBEHHE B KAMUHE 3arOPeJICs OTOHb... CHHUH,
SIPKUH, TIOYTH OCJIEIMTENbHEIH. ['71a3a 3a60J1eNT HeCTEPIUMO, HO IOCIIEIIHO YTEPEB CIE3kl, AIMCCUH
BIJISIIEIIach B CTPAHHOT'O MMOCEeTUTENs. [ITUHHOHOTHM, a 3HAYUT, HECOMHEHHO, BEICOK; IITUPOKUE
IIJIeYU, CUJIBHEIE PYKH C IITMPOKUMH JIAJOHSIMH, TEMHbIE BOJIOCEI KOPOTKO OCTPHUKEHBI, HO OfHA IPS/b,
YTO BEPOSITHO CITyCKaJIacCh 10 IIO3BOHOYHUKY, IIEPEKUHYTA HA I1e4Y0. Y MyKYHUHEI ObIIO OTKPHITOE,
yBepeHHOe JIUI0 YeJIoBeKa 3HAIOIero cebe 1eHy, 4yTh HaCMeLUIUBas yIbI0Ka Ha MO-MYKCKU
TBEPMOHIX Ty0ax ¥ YepHbIe, HEMHOT'0 PACKOCHIE TJIa3a, CO CTOJIb IPOHHUIIATEIIHBIM B3TISIIOM.

C TsaKensIM B300X0M, ATTHCCUH IIpo1lia, Cejla B KpeCJyio HAaIIPpOTHUB HE3HAKOMIla 1 BE€CbMa
HEeOBOJIBHEIM TOHOM, IIPOMU3HECIIa:

— CMel0 IPe[IoIOXUTh, YTO C ITUMHE IJla3aMH, TPYALI0 ¥ TeM KaK 9Ta IPyab YMeeT JII00UTh, 5
3HakoMa. OTIocpenoBaHHoO, HO BCe XKe.

— Ia, Moii Benokypelii [IeMOH, Bbl, HECOMHEHHO, IIpaBbl, — UMIIepaTop PaTacca BeXIUBO
yNbIOHYIICST cobeceqHuUIIe.
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ATNCCUH TOPHKO YCMEXHYIach, ¥, HECMOTPS Ha 37I0CTh, Obl/Ta BEIHYKIE€Ha IPU3HATD:
— Yro x, KarapuHa usbparsa JIy4Inero 13 BCero Ballero MyzKCKoro miemeHu. Omo6psiio.
— IlombIlleH, — UPOHUYHO OTBETUI XaCCHUSH.

MeHblllee, 4ero B 3Ty MUHYTY XKeJjlajla AMCCUH, TaK 3TO IPOTKHYTh €ro IIMaroi, Ho... oHa Oblia
CIIUIIKOM YMHa, YTOOHI He TIOHKMAaTh OUeBUOHOTO — CIIYXHY O IIpaBsIlel fuHacTuu Patacca
OKa3aJIuCh IIPaBIoM.

— Mou nocnaHus HOCTaBISAIOT TONIyOUHON MTOYTOM, — MEMJIEHHO, CIIOBHO B3BEIIMBas KaXI0e CII0BO,
Ipou3Hecsa AJMCCHH, — TociegHee ObII0 OT Bac. [IPUIIIBITE CTOJIL OBICTPO BH HE MOTJIH,
CTIeOOBaTEeIbHO... [I[paKoH?

[TocnepHee CI0BO OHa BEIMOJIBUJIA C TPyOooOM.

Ha ry6ax moBenuTens PaTacca urpana Bce Ta ke 3arafo4Hasi, 4yTh HACMELITUBAs, 1
MayionHpopMaTUBHas yisika. OH He coOMpasICcs 0TBEYATh HA €€ BOIIPOC.

— Bae Benu4yecTBO, — ¥ gaxke 3TO SIH IPOU3HEC C HACMEIIKOM, — s1 OYAy JOCTAaTOYHO KPATOK.
[TepBoe, 51 TOTOB OKa3aTh BaM MOANEPXKKY, ¥ MOTY JaTh CJIOBO, YTO BOCCTaHUS CTOPOHHUKOB [lapuaHa
OynyT mpekpalieHH.

ACCHH HEBOJIbHO OPOCHIIa B3TJISAM Ha IOCTENb, THE CIajl CYIPYT, ¥ BOIPOC O TOM, KTO OPTaHK30BaJl
BOCCTAHMS OTIAJ caM co00ii, n60 [lapraH B 3TOM COCTOSTHUHU Ha Mogo0HOe ObIT HECITOCOOEH.

— JT0 OBlTa KOHTPMEPa, — CO3HAJCs HH.

CKpI/Il'IHy'B 3yﬁaMI/I, Anuccun Oblya BBEIHYZKI€HA IIPUHATL U 3TO, ¥ TOT (baKT, YTO BEPOSATHO
(1)I/IHaHCOB08 cHaOxeHue IIOBCTAHIIEB OBITIO TAK XKe AJEJIOM PYK HMIIEpAaTOopa.

— ¥V MeHs Bompoc, — T0GOMEITCTBO OBLIO OMHUM U3 HEMHOTHX KEHCKUX Ka4eCTB, KOTOPBIMU
o0apiana ee BeIMYECTBO, — I10 IPENAHUAM OPAKOHBI HE MOTYT OBITh TPABUTEIISIMHU!

— 370 He BOIIPOC, — XaccusH CHUCXOOUTEJIbHO YJTBI@EITICH, — 9TO CyXJOEeHHne, OCHOBAaHHOE Ha
HeJOKa3yEeMhIX (I)aKTaX CylieCTBOBaHUSA OPAKOHOB.

W cHOBa el IPHUIIJIOCE JTUIIb CAePXKUBATh PACTyIlee pa3gpaxkKeHue.

— A rorosa BBRICIIYIIATH Balll€ YCJIOBHE, HAIIETO B3AXMMOBBITOOHOTO COTPYOHUYECTBA, — BEXKIIUBO
IIpou3HecCiia Amnuccus.

— [Mappatac u JlaccapaH pa3Hble KOPOJIEBCTBa, — CIIOKOMHO Ipou3Hec AH. — Bl 9T0 MOHUMaeTe?

CrrnoTHyB, ATMCCHH OTKHHYJIaCh Ha CIIMHKY KPecya U IPUCTaIbHO BIIIsifenach B cobecequuka. C
OIHOM CTOPOHH uaes Ajieca el UMIIOHHPOBAJIA, OMSTh XKe MPUSATHEIM IIOHapkKoM cTania 661 KaTu, HO
c mpyroii... Koponesa IllapparTaca Xkeana MpaBUTh eAUHONUYHO. M ceiiuac, KOTfa ee MoJI0KeH1e BCe
ellle 0CTaBajI0Ch MIATKUM, 003aBOIUTECS CTOJIb MOTYIECTBEHHEIMYU BparaMu ObI10 ObI TIIYTIO.

— HecoMHEHHO, 5 IOHUMAI0, YTO 3TO Pa3HbI€ TOCYOAPCTBA, — MEOJIEHHO IIPOU3HECIIa Amnuccusn, —
OOHAKO... 4 XKeJjlalla OBl UMETh rapaHTHH, KaK Bbl, HECOMHEHHO, OOJI2KHEI TIOHMMATh.

— Moe c110BO, — CIIOKOWHO OTBETHUJI dH, — ¥ JOTOBOPA, KOTOPbIe OYOYT 3aK/II0UeHH B OuxKaiiiee
BpeMs.
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— OpTaHOH U CONpefieNbHbIE OCTPOBA OCTAIOTCS TEPPUTOPUATILHEIMYU BIafieHUus MU PaTacca? —
Ioraganack KOpoJieBa.

— OT10 gaxe He o6cyxkmaeTcs. Kak BaM U3BECTHO, TaHHBIE TEPPUTOPUHU SIBISIOTCS HACIeOueM Moei
LIOPOTOM CYIIPYTH.

OTTOYEHHBIE HOTTH BIIMJIUCH B ITOAJIOKOTHUKH, HO 3TO OB1I0 €OVHCTBEHHBIM IIPOABIIEHUEM 3JIOCTH, d
Ha Nuile AJTMCCHH MaCKOUu HOI[qepKHYTOfI BE2XKJIMBOCTH 3dCThlJIa PaOyIIHAd YJ'II:I6Ka.

— U Bce ke, — Koponesa lllappaTaca npeanprHsia NOCIEOHION MMOMLITKY y3HaTh OTBET Ha
MHTEPeCYIIIre ee BOIPOCH, — KaK IMOJIYYUIIOCE, YTO... BHL... BBl 3a CTOIBKO JIET, He BhImaIu cels.
Heyxenu qpakoHBI JEMCTBUTEIBHO CYIIECTBYIOT?

OTKHHYB T'0JI0BY, XaCCHSH I'POMKO paccMestyicsi. CMex ero Ka3aJjcs BEHI30BOM, U B TO JKe BPeMs OH
MCKpPEeHHe HacllaXkOascs CUTyalue.

— ANUCCHH, — OTCMESIBIINCD, TPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP, — COTJIACUTECH, BHI Pafibl BUAETh MEHS U,
HECOMHEHHO, pajibl MOAYHHUTLCSI MOMM TPeOOBaHUIM, B€b 3TO O3HA4YaeT u30aB/IeHne OT U3JTUIITHE
nesiTenbHOTO OpaTa U M000BHUKA.

Ha ceit pa3 monmHoe HemoHMMaHKe n300pa3uiia Koposesa [llapparaca.

— 3a0aBHO, — OH CKJIOHHJI TOJIOBY K IIJIe4y. — 3HaeTe, AJTUCCHH, 1 HUKOTHA He [yMaJl, YTo
CITy4aHOCTH He ClydalHBL. Ho BOT psIIOM CO MHOM OKa3hIBAETCS OEBYIIKA, KOTOPOH, 110 CYTH,
IIPUIIIOCE TepeXkuTh afi. Kazamock Obl, UTO B 3TOM CyAb00HOCHOT0? HO Tak BHIIIIO, YTO ApyTas
JKEeHIIHA, Ta eAUHCTBeHHAas, YTo Oblyia MOCBsIIeHa MOMM OpaToOM B TallHy Pofa, PelInusach
n30aBUTHCS OT CYIIPYyTa, HAlIOMB TeM eNWHCTBEHHBIM SIIOM, YTO OB CrTocOOeH MeHs yOuTh. M BOT OHO
HEBEPOSITHOE — Ka3asoch OBl CTydaliHas BCTpeda ¢ KaTapuHOH, CTala CllaceHueM Moel XKU3HHU.

— 4 TaK pafga 3a Bac, — SI3BUTEJIBHO NIPOU3HECTIa AJIUCCUH.

YcMerika CKONb3HYJIa 0 €ro ry0aM, ¥ 4yTh IMOJaBIINCh BIiepe, AH MpoIIenTant:
— A Befib BH pafgbl, ANUCCHUH.

TAXKes0 B3JOXHYB, OHA HEXOTS IIpU3HAaIacCk:

— 4 oueHb papa 3a Katapuny. {1 paga, 4To oHa XkaeT pebeHKa, a Katu OymeT xopolieit MaTephio...
JKaslb, OHa He BOCIIMTAEeT MOUX fieTel. f pafa 3a Hee... He 3a Bac! A 4To KacaeTCs CIIy4alHOCTEMN. ..
B03M0KHO, BHI ITpaBHl, HO y MEHS WHOM B3TJIS Ha XKU3Hb. f — BepIIUTENIb CBOEH CYObLOHI.

— W K ueMy XKe BHI IPUILIIA? — HACMEIIUBO ITOMHTEepecoBascs fAH.

— A? — AnucCcuH CKpecTHsla PYKU Ha IPyau. — f — riiaBa OOHOTO U3 CUJIbHEUIINX FOCygapCTB
mobepexnbsi! [JOCTOMHEIN UTOT, He IIpPaBaa JIu?

— Bo3moxHo. Ecniu cymeeTe yoepxkarth.
— Cymero!

XacCusH TTaBHO TIORHSJICS C KPeciia, MPOIIeNT K MOCTeNH CIsero [lapuaHa, MpadyHO TOCMOTPEN Ha
KOPOJISI ¥ HETPOMKO IIPOM3HEC:

— Korpga-To oH ToXKe 0BT Y6G}KJIGH, 4TO BjlafjeeT BCeM, O 4eM MeYTall.
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— Ha 4T0 BBl IEITAETECH HaMeKHYTb? — Anuccun IIpoaoJIZKajla CUOETh, HE XKeJlasd IIPOABUTH
YBaXKeHHue K I'OCTHO.

— Bam 6pat, — 9H pa3BepHYIICS, — CETOOHS Bac MOKUHET.
Koponesa nobnenHena.

— ITomnarato, paOCTBO y CTENHHBIX IIJIEMeH OyeT AJIs HeTO NOCTAaTOYHBIM YPOKOM, — IIPOIOJIKII
UMIIePaTop.

AnuccrH MeIeHHO MMONHSIIIach, IIPUCTAJIBHO BIIIAObIBasCh B HECOMHEHHO CHUJIBHOI'O M CJIIMIIKOM
OITaCHOT' O ITPOTUBHUKA, ¥, HECMOTPA Ha SAPOCTH, BCE XK€E CIIPOCHUIIA:

— OH... 6ymeT TaM ofuH?

— Moii Ha3BaHHLIN CHIH COCTABUT eMy KoMIlaHU0. 2Kasb, B 3TO Yy[JeCHOe IIyTelleCTBAEe BMEeCTe C HUM
He OTIIPABUTCS Balll CYIIPYT, HO... MaXe TakKo# [lapuaH SBIsSeTCS eMUHCTBEHHHKIM rapaHTOM Ballero
IIPaBJIEHUS.

AnuccuH mpoMosidaia. 3aTeM YyCMeXHyIach, Ipu4YeM HacMeXalach OHA CKopee Haf co0oi, fa u
BOIIPOC 3a/laJia, HX K KOMY He 00paliasce:

— HuTepecHo, a Katu nmogo3peBaeT 0 Balllel UCTUHHOM CYITHOCTH? — paccMesiyiack 1 fobaBuiia. —
3HaeTe, OHa BCerza roBopuia 4To g U [lapuaH 3Bepy, HO B UTOTe CTajla KeHOM UCTUHHOIO 3Beps!

fH MenIeHHO NOAoIIeN K Heli, HaKJTOHUJICS, yIinpasacChb PyKaMu B IOAJIOKOTHUKH €€ KpeClia, ’
3aBOPA2KHUBAIOIIE ITPOIIEIITAlIl:

— He 3BEPb — OPAKOH. nu HpOGYJII/ITB OPaKOHa B HOCHUTEJIe KPOBH, IaHO HE KaXKOoH XKeHIINHe,
Anuccun. Ho Korga 3To IIPOMUCXOOHUT, B Hebe 3aropaeTcsa HOBAd 3B€3Ma, da Ha 3eMJie POXKIOAETCA
HOBBIN APaKOH. 3JTO BCe, 4TO 4 MOT'Y BaM CKa3aTh, HO BBl OY€Hb YMHas XKEHITHHa U OCTAaJIbHOE
CyMeeTe IIOHATh, HE TakK.

BbIl'[pHMI/IBH.II/ICB, OH MPOHMYHO CKJIOHMJI I'OJIOBY B 3HAK ITOYTEHUA U HallPaBUIICA K OBEPH. Tam,
CJIOBHO BCIIOMHHUB 4YTO-TO BazXKHOE€, O6epHy'J'IC5{ " Ha IIpOlllaHKWE IIPOU3HEC:

— Bam cynpyr, AMccrH, fOTKEeH MOKUHYTh 3TOT MUDP 4Yepes YeTwlpe Mecsla. He paHbiue. 3T0 Mo
BaM IIPEONOCIeqHUM COBET.

— A nocnepaun?
— 3a0ymbTe 0 KaTapuse.

X % x

KaTapI/IHa cIiajia, 0OHMMas XHUBOTHK, KOrga yCIIblIalla, KaK CKPHUIIHYJIa IBEPh, 4epe3 MI'HOBEHNKE
oOHaXKeHHEBIN MYy2XK4YKMHa CKOJIb3HYJ B €€ IIOCTEeJIb, IIPUXKAJICA, HEZKHO IIOLIEJIOBAJI, 1 0J1a3KeHHO
3apPEIJICA HOCOM B €€ BOJIOCHI.

— O6o2kar0 TBO¥ 3amax, — mpouienTan S1H. [ToBepHYBIIKCE, OHa 00HSIIa ero ¥ COHHO MpoOopMOoTana:
— A THL.. TOYEMY-TO TTAXHEITh MOPEM... H BETPOM... X YE€M-TO eIlle.

ITOT 3amax KaTapHHe OBIIT CMYTHO 3HAKOM, 1 ITOYE€MY-TO BBI3bIBAJlI TDEBOTY H... DEBHOCTE.
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— W m060BI0, K Tebe, — IPOIIeNnTaa OH, HeXKHO LIe/Iys IIOOaT/IUBhIE T'yOHL.

— Yro c BoccTanueM? U... Korma THl BEPHYJICA H...

— Cnu, — ellle ONWH HEXKHBIN MOIEIYH, — BCe XOpoIIo, 51 ke obetmat. [IpocTo cmu.
Ho 3acrinas, KatapuHa BOpyr BCIIOMHMIA 3TOT 3anax!

onuior

— Bamie Benu4ecTBO, Malb4uK!

PagoCTHBINM KPUK MTOBUTYXH, OB TOAXBAYEH JeCSITKaMU I'0JI0COB. ManbuMK, HACJIeJHUK, HaflexkKa
UMIIEPUH.

KarapuHa, ob6eccuieHHas pofaMu, IPUIIOAHSIAChH C TIOMOIIBIO CITy?KaHOK, ¥ ITOTpeOoBasia Malbllla.
E¥ nepenanu po30BbIi CBEPTOK, C KPOXOTHHIM CyIIecTBOM. OCTOPOKHO pa3BopadyunBas MeJIeHKH,
[EeBYIIKa C TPEIIeTOM ¥ HEKOTOPOU [I0JIel CTpaxa, 0CMOTpesla HOBOPOKIEHHOTO.

— Barme BenuuecTBO, MaJIBIII 3[0POB, — 3aBEPUIIA €€ MMOBUTYXA.
B aTom KaTu He COMHeBajach, [a ¥ OCMATpPHBaJia OHA ChIHA COBCEM C MHBLIMU MBICIISIMH.

[Tocnplanucek YBEPEHHEIE IITalrv, ABEPH PACIIaXHYIACh W B CIIAJIBHIO CYIIPYT'H BOIIIEJI I[OBOJIBHBIfI MyX
H oTel.

— Poppl ObINM TETKMMU, — TYT K€ Hadalla OTYUTHIBATHCSA XKpUIla Xpama [IpecBeTnoro, — y Bac ChH!
3I0POBBEIY U KPaCUBEIY MaJIbYUK.

— Ia? — {H He oTpBIBaI B3I/ISAAA OT CYNpyTH, — A Kak cebs YyBCTByeT MaMO4Ka?!

— 3amMeyYaTesibHO, — TIIOBHUTYXa I'OTOBa Oblla 1 fJajiee PaClIuChIBATh HACKOJIBKO BCE€ 3aMeYaTeJIbHO, HO
IIpekpaTuiia, eaBa 3aMeTHuJia Hapr{}KeHHHﬂ B3TJIsA0 IIOBEJIUTETIA.

— Katu, — fH coenarn elle OOWH Iar, — BCe XOPOIIO?

— Jla, — meByIIIKa OCTOPOXKHO IMOJHECTIA MaJTbillla K TPYOH. 3aKaB MEXKIY OBYMS ITajIbIlaMH,
IIOfICTaBMUIA TaK, YTOOH MaskbIny Oblsio yooOHee, u 6071€3HEHHO HaMOPIIHIa JI00UK, eqBa AUTS
HayaJio ecTh.

— HepBBIe PoOObI, — TYT XK€ 3aCyeTHJIaCh ITIOBUTYyXd, — TdK U JOJIZKHO 6BITB, Ballle BEJIn4eCTBO.

OH He cnymIan, mogouas 6auxKe, cesl BO3Je CYIIPYTy, IPOTSHYB PYKY, KOCHYJICS CHadasla ee HeXKHOU
IIeKH, 3aTeM T'OJIOBKM MyafeHIa. [IpucyTCTBYIOIIMEe MTHOBEHHO PETUPOBAIUCH, OCTABIISAS
MMIIEPATOPCKYIO YeTy HaeOuHe.

— Iloxox Ha T86${, — IIpOMIeIITalla KaTapI/IHa, He OTPRIBAA B3IJIAO OT ChIHA.

— Kaxk ThI u ipocuna, — 1 001erYeHHo BHOXHYI U yNIBIOHYICSA. — Hudero MHe He X04elllb
CKa3aThb?

Wmmnepatpura Patacca 6pocuia B3TiisA Ha Mya, ¥ BHOBb y[eJIiia BCe CBOe BHUMaHNe MaJIbIIy.

— Katu?
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— «Xouemb 5T BECh TBOM, a HET, IepXkKaTh He Oyay», — IOBTOPHA ero cOOCTBEHHEIE clloBa KaTapuHa.
¢lH 3aMeTHO HAIpSrcs, ¥ Bpa3 OCUIIIIAM T'OJI0COM, XPUIINIO CIIPOCHUIT:

— Anuccun?

Katu yneiOHYyach, MOAHSIA TOJIOBY ¥ YILIOHY IACh IIKPE, YBUAEB, KaK I00IeqHeN ee CYIpyT.

— fH, — OHa paccMesiniach, — THI XK€ TaKOM YMHBIM My2KYMHA, a 3aaelllb TaKue IJIyIble BOIIPOCHL. A
10067110 TeOs1, KeM OBl THL TaM HuU ObUI. i TeOs oueHb CUILHO J1I00110. Tak BOT, OOHAXKAL! THL CKa3all
«Xouellb 5 BeCh TBOM, a HET, AepKaTh He OyOy», TOMHUIIE?

— -ma...

Kapue rimaza KatapuHbl MTHOBEHHO CYy3UJIUCh, U OTOPOIEBIINM UMIIepaTop PaTacca yciblmar To,
Yero HUKaK OT CYIPYI¥ He OXKHUOal:

— Xouelb THI UM He X04elllb, Tl MoM! M 3T0 maxe He oOcyxmaeTcs! Bompocs ecTs?!

flH HEeBOJIBHO MOPI'HYJI, MEHee BCero 0XKuas TaKUX CJIOB U TaKOI'o B3IJIAa OT MUJION, HEXKHOU, U
HaVBHOU CYIIPYTH.

— Kartu, mo60Bb MOS...

— W HuKakux $HaBopuTOK! — moOaBuIa meByIika. — Hu emuHO!

— Ia g He... — UMIepaTop OB MOPaXKeH IMIPOUCXOIIIIUM.

— W nocnenHee — ¢ ANKMCCHH 5 TEPEIUCHIBAJIACh, TEPENUCHIBAOCh U Oy MepenuchBaThCs gaee!
TTocne 9THX CJIOB, TPOUCXOMAIIEE HAYalo 00peTaTh ICHOCTh, HECMOTPS Ha abCypPaHOCTh €€ HAaMEKOB.

— Jlymia MosI, THl pEBHYEIIL? — PUCKHYJI IPEANOJIOXKUTE XacCusH. YyTs cMyTUBLIKUCE, KaTu
Ioryiafiiiia MiIafieHIla U TUX0 OTBETHUIIA:

— Ha tebe ObiT ee 3amax. YTo elle s Morja oAyMaTh? YYuTHBas, Kakas OHa... ¥ Kakas 4 u...

— 0-0, MyKH{ PEBHOCTH 3TO CTPAIIHO, — OH PACXOXOTAJICS, HO TYT JKe IIPeKpaTusl, efBa 3aMeTUI Kak
OT 3BYKOB I'DOMKOT'0 T'0JI0Ca B3TPOTHYJI MaJIbIII.

— IIpoctu, m06OBE MOSI.

KatapuHa BOIIpeKH ero Ipochkbe MpomoIKania XMypPUThCS.

— Katu, — oH mopmascs Brepef, 00HSII ee JTUIO IMHPOKUMHU JIafOHSIMHU.

— Ha cueT Bcero MHOI0 CKa3aHHOI'0, — OHA MPUCTAJIbHO CMOTPeJIa Ha CyIpyra, — Thl — Moi!

— CornaceH, — BeCeJio OTBETUII fIH, — HO, pafloCTh MOSI, B TAKOM CJIy4ae U Thl, XOUeIlb UJIU He
X0yYelIlb, MOs!

— { nogymar, — 6e33a00THO 0TBeTHIa KaTapuHa, OTHUMAS OT TPYAY y2Ke 3aCHYBIIEro Majbla. —
C yMHBIMU X€EHIIMHaMU 10COBETYIOCH!

— Katn, ...
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— He o6cyxmaeTcst! — pe3ko oTBeTHa AeByuIka. Y ¢ mo6oBbIO TSI Ha CIISIIEro MIafeHIa, THX0
IpoIenTaaa. — XOTs AJMCCHH He Bcerma ObiBaeT mpaBa. Ecu ORITh OTKPOBEHHOM, OYIb y HETO Jaxe
Yeurysi ¥ KPBUIbs, ST BCe PaBHO to0uma Owl ero... u Tebs. I'nymno, mpaBma?

— Het, — oH IIOTAHYJICA K Hel, HeKHO TIOIIeI0Bajl, — MHEe KaXKeTCs, B 9TOM YMEHUn TI00UTD BOIIPEKH
BCeEMY, U 3aK/IIYaeTCA UCTUHHAA 2XKEHCKasd MyIpPOCTb.

X % x

H3 auuHoll nepenucku ee1ukol umnepampuust Pamacca.

3uma, 15 nega.

«Moti 6emoKypbIii [IeMOH, YOOBIETBOPSIIO TBOE JIIOOOMBITCTBO — YEIys ¥ KPBIIbS OTCYTCTBYIOT. A
€CJIU CEPLE3HO, OH CaMBIM KPaCUBHIM B MUpe. Y HEr0 Takue rIa3Ky, a MaJbuuKy MaJIeHbKUE, U HOXKKHU
Takue... BOUCTUHY MaTEePUHCTBO IPUHOCUT JIUIIb PafoCTh. OT YCIyT KOPMUIIKLEL S OTKa3asach,
BCKApMJIBATh OUTSI COOCTBEHHBIM MOJIOKOM, 9TO Ta PafgoCTh, 6€3 KOTOPOH 5 He XKejaio 00X0OUThCS.
Pa3spelienue Ha IepenucKy ¢ TOO0M OBIJIO TIOTy4YeHO.»

29 1enma.

«Mos cBsSTast HQUBHOCTh, BOUCTHHY MyK4YKHa 0e33allUuTeH repen KOBapCTBOM JTIOOMMOM XKEHITUHEI.
[Tonarato, Gblyia pasbirpaHa clieHa peBHOCTU? HampacHO TH Tak, BapUaHT I'fle OH IIPOCHIIAeTCs
CBSI3aHHEIN B ITOCTEJIH, a ThI IPUKKUMAaeIlb HOX K ero Iee, Obl1 ObI 00JIee IeiCTBeHHBIM. M 3TOT
crioco0 TH mpubeperyia Ojis Toro, YToObl OTTOBOPUTD CYIIPyTa OIyCKaTh MilafieHIla B OroHb? O,
IIPOCTH, COBCeM 3alkbijia moBefaTh Tede U 3Ty 0c06eHHOCTh ApakoHoB. OnucaHue JaHHOTo 00psaa
OBLIO HaleHo Bpenu Gppecok OJHOro U3 3a0POIIeHHBIX XPaMoB. THl HE TOBEPHIIh, MOSI HAUBHOCTD,
OHM Pa3PYIIUIK BECh XpaM, HO He Y4JIi, YTO eCTh ellle U rmoaBajl. Tebe moBegaTh HOBHIE 0COOEHHOCTH
OPaKOHBETO IIIIEMEHU?».

2 3uUxoJIa.

«Moti Benmokypsiii [leMoH, 9T0 OB IEPBHI U MOCTIETHUN pa3, KOTfa 5 cjiefiloBajia BallluM
pekoMeHgauusaM. Mory cooOIUTh UL OOHO — 51 KAy AuUTS! Hy U, Kak BBISICHUJIOCH, HOX,
IIPUKATEINA K TOPJTY JII0OMMOM XKEeHITUHOM, HEBEPOSTHO BO30yKaolle JeiCcTByeT Ha Cynpyros! Mue
IIPUIIIOCh UCKATh KOPMUJIUIYY IJis Xaspya, Tak Kak MOe MOJIOKO BCJIe[ICTBUe OEPEMEHHOCTH CTajlo
TOPBKUM. »

17 auxoa.

«Most cBsTast HauBHOCTL! O-0, MOM OeqHBIN XKUBOT OOIUT OT cMeXa. KaTapuHa, TH 3a0blsla €T0
CBA3aTh!..»

X % x

— He 3a0nu1a oHa, — IIpopaIYal Ax, YZKe 10 JharoHajlix JOYUTEIBAS MMOCIIaHKEe, — HO YTO MHE KaKHe-
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TO BEPEBKH B MMOJOOHOM COCTOSTHUH. ..
— BBl 4TO-TO CKa3ainw, Ballle BeIMYeCTBO? — BCTPEBOKUIICS JTOpH AHEPO.
— He BaM, — 0TBeTHUJ pa3gocafoBaHHbLIN XaCCUSH.

3amneyarar IocjaHue, IbIXHYB Ha Ile4aTh, BOCCTAHOBUJ e TIepBOHAYaIbHBIN 00/IUK, B35
TIepelaHHOTO JIOBYUM TOIy0sl ¥ CaMOJIMYHO ITPUBS3all MUChMO K JIallKe WCIIyraHHOM NTULH. U ¢
YCMEIIKO¥ ITPOCTIEOUT 3a TeM, KakK ITHUIY OTITYCKAlOT Ha BOJIIO, ¥ CEPhIH MOCTaHHUK TOPOILIMBO JIETUT
OKHaM II0KOEeB UMITePaTPHUIILL.

«JleTu neTy, NITUYKA, — MOTyMall JOBOJIbHBIM c060% XacCHsiH, — CEeTOMHS Y MEeHS OuepefHast Becesas
HOYL HAaMeyaeTCa».

— JlagHo, AHepo, YTO TaM y HacC CEeTONHS Ha IOBECTKe OHA? — IIHPOKO YIBIOHYJCS U fobaBun. — U
ITOKOMITaKTHEW 0XKaJIyucTa.

— TopomnuTecs K Cympyre? — HOTafgaics COBETHHUK.

— Kak u Bcerma, Mo OpyT, KaK U BCerpa.

Koneu,.
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