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Mouuka MakkapTtu

Cepnaile He TXKeT

Yacrts I

['nmaBa 1

Jlokaaw, HHeepHeccwup, utoHb 1605 200a
OH exaJl mOMOH.

Anekc Makayq IpUILIIOPHUII JI0IIaAh, CIIyCKaBIIyIOCS 110 Y3KO0# TponuHKe. Kpenkuii 60eBoi KOHb
PBaHyJ BIepe[ yepe3 I'yCTOM JIeC Tak, CJIOBHO y HUX 3a IyiedaMu Obljia TOJBKO IlepBas, a He coTas
MU IyTH. U3HYpPUTEIbHEIA TEMII, YCTAaHOBIEHHBIH AJTEKCOM TPHU OHS HA3af, 110 Mepe Mpu0InKeHuSs
K MeCTy Ha3HaueHus erie 6oiee Bo3poc. OH IMOHUMAJ, YTO TOPOIIUT CBOUX JIIOHEH, HO OHU YKe
IIPUHOPOBUJIACH K TAKOMY PUTMY U He KanoBanuck. OHM He IPUBLIKIIU ITaAUThL ce0s5, CKUTASCh I10
ropHo# Mlotnanguu. bpat Anekca - Popu Makayn, riaBa KjlaHa MaKiayioB, - BEI3BaJl €T0 K cebe.
3HauuT, Anekc Obl1 HyKeH OpaTy, ¥ OH He 0II037aeT.

[Tocnanue Popu 6b110 KpaTKUM, HO AJIEKC OTJIMYHO IOHSJ €r0 CyTh. OOCTOSATENLCTBA CKIIaibIBAIACDH
Hauny4muM o6pa3oM. 3aKaleHHb B CpaXkeHUIX, 3aTOYEHHBIN, KaK JIe3BUe ero KienMmopa, Anekc
OBLI TOTOB K T1000MY 3ailaHUI0, KOTOPOe OpaT BO3JI0KUT Ha HETO.

[Tpomisio moYTH TpU rOfa C TeX MOp, KakK OH MOCJIeNHUY pa3 BULEl U3Pe3aHHYI0 KaMEeHUCTYI0
OeperoByio TUHUIO 0cTpPoBa CKall U HENIPUCTYIIHBIE KaMeHHbIEe CTEHH 3aMKa [laHBeraH, CIyKUBIIETO
MakstaygaM MMo4YTH YeThIpecTa JeT. AJeKc He coOuparcs ye3xaTh Ha Takoe mojroe BpeMs. Ho
IIOJTy4YHUJIOCh, YTO B XKECTOKOMU, IIOJIHOM ONaCHOCTEM XKU3HY BHE 3aKOHA OH HallleJI CBOe IIpU3BaHUe.

OH OBITT TYYIINM Ha 1oje 00s. ITo OBIJI0 eIMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, TTIe OH MOT VHSITh IbSBOJIOB, KOTOPHIE
YIIPaBJISIA UM, ¥ ©30aBUTLCS OT BHYTPEHHEr0 OecrnokoicTBa. Ho rombl MOCTOSHHOM G0PHOE! He
MOTJIH TTIOTaCUTh OTOHb, TOPEBIINH Y HETO BHYTPHU U Tep3aBinuii gyiry. CKopee Ha000pOT, MIaMst
pasroperocs eite sipye. Terneps Oopb0a epeMecTunach O1uxKe K JOMY.

Iom. ITpu 3TO# MBICTH AJIEKC IIOUYBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO IT0X0XKee Ha TOCKy. OH penKo mo3BoJisii cebe
IyMaTh O TOM, YTO OCTajioCch mo3apau. Ero cembsa. Mup. Be3onacHocTs. Takue Belu ObLIA He AT
Hero. OH 3HaJ, ero npefHa3HayeHue - B IPYTOM.

BrlexaB Ha MOISHY, OH IIPUOCTAHOBHUII JIOLIAAb, aBasi CBOMM JIIOASIM BpEMs IOTHATh ero. Ero
opyxkeHocell Po66u ocTaHOBUJICS pANOM ¢ HUM. EMy elle HET U ceMHa[IaTH, a TapeHb COBCEM CKOPO
CTaHeT yMeJBIM BOMHOM. 2KU3Hb C MEYOM HE OCTaBIISIET BO3MOXKXHOCTH Ha OMIMOKY. MaTbyuIIKY
OBICTPO CTAHOBATCA MO0 MyXKUMHAMHU, TU0O0 TPYIaMHU.

Po066u TsIKeJI0 OBIIIal, Mo JIUITYy CTPYUIICS IOT, HO AJIeKC 3HaJl, YTO ITapeHb CKopee BOTKHET KWHXKaJl
cebe B KUBOT, YeM MIPU3HAETCS, YTO YCTal.

- Kak mymaenrs, ycneem? - cipocun Po60u. Anekc Ipociaenus 3a ero B3TsagoM:
- ITo moxxns?
[TapeHs KUBHYIIL.

CKBO3b BETKH [€PEBbEB ATIEKC TTOCMOTPEI Ha TeMHelomiee He0o. CoOupanack rpo3a, u, Cyas 1o
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CTYCTUBIIEMYCA BO3OYXY U ITJIOTHBEIM YEPHBEIM Ty4adM, OHa GYJIGT CHUJILHOI.

- Hert, - mokaua ronoBo# Anekc, - 6010Ch, TPOMOKHEM [0 HUTKH. M1 MO3KeM BOCIIOIb30BATHCS ITUM, -
no0aBuI OH, YTEPEB TIOT CO J10a.

[TapHuIKa CKOPYUI POXKYy, U AJEeKC MOYYBCTBOBAJI PeIKUU IPUCTYI Becenbs. [locnenHee BpeMs y
HUX OBIJIO MaJIo II0BOZIOB PafioBaThCs. MM yKe He pa3 mOBOOUIOCH CTPAHCTBOBATh B Henoroxy. Ho ato
MMeJIO U CBOM IIpeuMyllleCcTBa: He Halo IpATaThCSI OT CTOPOHHUKOB KOPOJIS.

Onu nmpoexanu elle 0KOJI0 MUY, KOT[la BHUMaHue AJleKca IIPUBJIEK KaKOK-TO e[Ba Pa3IhuYMMbIA
3ByK. [TocemHue Tpu rofa OH CIIacajcs OT CMEPTH He TOJbKO Oarogaps CBOEMY MaCTEPCTBY
obpatreHus ¢ knerMmopoM. OH Hay4uCs HOBEPSTh CBoer MHTyuImu. Ceiiuac OHa 3acTaBUIIa €ro
HACTOPOXKHUTHCS.

OcanuB nomanb, Ajekc MOgHSN PyKy, 63 CJI0B MpHUKa3bIBasi CBOMM JIIOMISIM ITOCIEN0BATh €T0
npuMepy. OTps BOMHOB HEMEJIEHHO OCTaHOBUIICS 3@ €TI0 CIIMHOM.

Msrkuit 6pHU3 THXO IIeIeCTeNl TUCThIMHU U JOHEC eqBa CIIBIIIHEIN KPUK. AJIEKC BCTPETHIICS C
JKECTKHUM B3TJIS0M CTapIlero KapayiabHOTO.

- 3Bepn? - BhICKa3as goraaky IlaTpuk.

- He pymato, - mokadasn roiosou Anekc. OH CHOBa 3aMep, IPUCITYIIUBAsACh K 3ByKaM. [ omr
TIOBeJIeBal IBUTATLCS BIEPe, BHIIOIHITEL IIOCTaBIeHHYIO 3afady. Ho nmpexne yeM oTHaTh MpuUkKas
CBOMM JIIO[ISIM ITPOMIO/IKAaTh JBUXKEHNE, OH CHOBa YCJIBIIIA KPUK, Terephb 6osee otdyeTnuBo. Kpruyana
JKEeHIIHA.

O T'ocmopu! Teneps OH He MOT He 00pPaTHTh Ha 3TO BHUMaHUS. B Tos0oBe BCIILIXHYJIU CI0Ba OpaTa:
«He packpriBaii ce0s».

Anekc TPAXHYII T'0JIOBOM, U30aBISASICh OT 9TOTO HAlIOMUHAHUS. CHYCTH CTOJIBKO JIET MaJIO KTO Y3HAET
ero. O u3MeHusncs. BoiiHa 3aKaseT Jofeli, 1 He TOJIBKO OyXOM.

«He 3apepxuBaics...»
Ho aT0 He OymeT 3aiepKKoii, He 3aiMeT MHOTO BPEMEHH.

Omymas 3HaKkoMoe OpoxkKeHre B KPOBY U IIPEAUYBCTBYS CXBATKY, AJIeKC pa3BepHYJ 60€BOT0 KOHS Ha
IOT U [TOBEJI CBOUX JIIOflel B HallpaBjeHuU KpuKoB. Kak pa3 nepen TeM, Kak He00 pacKojoja MOJIHUS,
IaBasi BOJIIO CBOEH CTPEMUTENTbHOU SIPOCTH.

Cobuparncs noxab. OTnuuyHo. Mer MakKMHHOH HaTsHYJ/Ia Ha TOJIOBY IIEPCTSIHOM apucCen, JINHHbIM
TJIefl, B KOTOPHIM OHa 3aBOpadyuBaach OT HETIOT'OIH, ¥ ellle pa3 IT0CeTOBalla Ha He0OX0IUMOCTh 3TOM
moe3aKu. [IyTellecTBUe TOMBKO HAaYalIoCh, @ OHA YKe C OIacKoi iyMasna O TOM, KaK [OJIr0 IPUOEeTCs
exaTh BepxoM, TpoOupasich 10 eBa 3aMETHHEIM TPOIIaM IIOTOHIIMKOB CKOTa. Kosscka Ovlna OBl 31ech
abcomoTHO 6ecmone3Ha. Ha Tak Ha3bBaeMoii Jopore oT ocTpoBa CKail ;o OguHOypra efiBa JIu MOTJIU
YMECTUTHCS IBE JIOMIafK B yIpsikKe. [JoCTaTOYHO ObIJIO TTOBO3KM, KOTOPas Be3jla UX BEIIH.

VIM mpepacTosiyio exaTh 0 KpaiiHed Mepe Hefento. CTONbKO BpeMeHH HYKHO, YTOOH 06paThCs M0
OpunOypra, roe Mer fonkHa Bcepbe3 3aHAThCS IIOUCKAMHU MyXKa.

[Ipu 3TOM MBIC/IM OHa IIOYYBCTBOBaJa yXKe 3HaKOMYIO ApP0XKb. OTel JOBEPHUJI €M HauTH JOCTOUHOTO
MyKUYUHY [JId ee KjaHa, ¥ Mer He MorJia IoABeCTH ero. Ho 0TBETCTBEHHOCTh TAaKOI'0 PeIIeHUs
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JaBHJIa Ha Hee TAXKEJIbIM I'DYy30M. Mer KPHUBO YCMEXHYJIACh. Moxert 6LITI:, He[eJisd - 3TO He TaK YK 1
JOJITO.

U BCce ke B I"HYGI/IHG AOYION OHa HE MOT'JIa OOXKOAThCs, KOI'ma BCE€ 3TO 3aKOHUYUTCA U PEIIEeHUnEe 6YJIeT
IIPHUHATO. Koneuno, Torma oHa OKaxeTcs 3aMyXKeM. A 3a atum KPOIOTCs YK€ HOBEIE TPDEBOTH U
BOJIHEHHS.

Mer ry60KO0 B3HOXHYa, TIOHUMAsI, YTO 6OJIbIEe HE MOTJIa OTKJIagbIBaTh MOE3AKY KO OBOPY. bome3Hs
OTIIa TOJIbKO yCKOpuia coOnITHs. be3 ee momomiu MecTo OpaTa Kak rjlaBHl KjlaHa OyOeT OCIIOpeHo.
37IBIE BOPOHEI Y2K€ Hayald KPYKUTh B Ty MUHYTY, KOTa OTEIl CJIeT C TANHCTBEHHBIM 3a00JIeBaHUEM.
Ee Korma-To Kpemkuii ¥ GOOpPHIA 0Tell, BIUSITEIbHEIM I'TaBa KJlaHa MaKKMHHOHOB, Teleph IOXyOen Ha
HECKOJIbKO KMJIOTPAMMOB ¥ ORI elrle 049eHb C/1ad s MyTeIlecTBUs.

Mer ornsiHynach Ha MaTh, €XaBIIyIO PAOM, ¥ IIOUYBCTBOBaJla BUHY, UTO IIOTAIIIa €€ TakK [aleKo OT
noma. E¥t camoit OBITI0 OYeHb TPYIHO OCTABUTh OTIIA ¥ OpaTa, HO OHa He MOTJIa HaxXe MPEeICTaBUTh,
YTO B 3TOM CUTYyallUXd YYBCTBYET MaTh.

- IIpocty, MmaMma.
Pozanuan MakkvHHOH yOUBJIEHHO [I0CMOTpesia Ha [0Yb:
- 3a 4T0, MOS OeBoYKa?

- 3a To, YTO B TaKOe TsXKeJloe BpeMs yBe3ja Tebs oT oTia. - Mer 3akycuma ry0y. - 4 mpocTo He
MOTJIa PEIUThCH. ..

- Yenyxa, - obopBasa ee MaTh, ClIeTrKa HaXMypPHBIIUCDH. - TBOeMY OTIIy ropa3fo nyuine. [Toe3nka Ko
[IBOPY - TO, UTO MHe celiyac Heobxomumo. Thl XKe 3Haellb, Kak s 0002Kai0 MOrOBOPUTE O MOCTIETHUX
BESTHUSX MOMHI, IPUYECOK, - OHAa 3arOBOPIINYECKH YIHIOHYIACh, - U Y3HATh BCE MOCIENHNUE CIJIETHH.

Mer yneiOHYIaCh B OTBET, TIOHUMAS, YTO CEMYac MaTh CTAPAETCS ee YCIIOKOUTh, XOTS BCerya mobumna
0e30KK KO IBOPY. A BOT Mer HeHaBufesna uX. OHa HUKOTHA He pa3esisiia BOCXUINEHUS MaTepH
BCSIKMMU Oe3[enyIIkaMy, TepIeTs He MOTIJIa CIIJIETHY ¥ He yMeJa IPUTBOPSAThCSA. Ho Ha 9TOT pas oHa
TIOKJISIIaCh, YTO IIOCTAapaeTCs IMPeB03MOoYb cebst XOTst OBl pagu MaTePH.

- KpOMe TOT'O, 51 HE CTaHYy 3aCTaBJIATH Tebs BBEIXOOUTH 3daMYyXK 3ad YeJIOBEKad, KOTOPOI'O ThH HE
J'IIO6I/IH.H:, - 3aKOHYMJIa MaTh, ITpeaynpezxnoasa N3BUHEHU A, KOTOPEIE Mer Orlza TOTOBA IIPUHECTH.

Mer mokavasa rojoBoi. Po3anuugy MakKuHHOH Oblna Oe3HafeKHBIM POMaHTHKOM. Mer oTKa3anach
BBIMTH 3aMyXK 3a MPeIBOAUTENIS KJlaHa OTIa, HO He II0 IIpUYKHe JII00BYU K IPYroMy 4esioBeKy. XOoTs
ecny OBl OHa IIPUHSIA 9TO IPEeNJIoXKeHKe, TO OTIaja Ok HeoOXOOUMOCTE B TaKOM albHEN TTOE3IKeE.

[TpocTo BEIOOP MyKa [ Mer OB IPOAUKTOBAH IIeJIBIM PSOM 00CTOSATENLCTB, U ToMaca
MakKrMHHOHA OHa Cpa3dy OTcesijia U3 YKciia MpeTeHaeHToB. OH OBIJT CMEJIBLIM BOMHOM, HO IIPU 3TOM
yepecuyp BCIBIIBYUBLEIM. [IpH peleHny BOIIPOCOB CHavasla XBaTajCd 3a Med U TOJIbKO ITI0TOM AyMaJl.
Mer uckana B MyXkbs CUIBHOTO, HO CIIOCOOHOTO KOHTPO/IUPOBaTh ce0sl BouHa. He MeHee BaxKHO OO
TIOJTyYUTh YMHOTO TIIOCPEOHMKA B IIEPET0BOPax C KOPoJyieM, KOTOPHIM MOT Okl OTPAHUYUTD PACTYIIYIO
BJIaCTh MOHapxa HaJ HenokKopHoU ropuou Ulotnanguent. HanpsaKeHHOCTh B IOJUTAYECKOU cepe
pocina. Bpemst 6e3rpaHNYHOM BIACTH I'JIaB KJIAHOB 3aKaH4YMBAIOCh. Mer moykHa Oblyla HaUTH MyXka,
KOTOPBIM IIOBEJET ee KJIaH Jasiblle.

Ho oTcyTCcTBHE TOTUTUYECKOM CMEKAJIKU CTaJI0 He eIUHCTBEHHOU IPUUYMHOM 0TKa3a Tomacy. Mer
IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa B HEM CIIMIIKOM MHOr0 amOuiuii. Y aTu aMOuIuy MOTJIM TOCTaBUTE IIOf YTPO3Y
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IIOJIOKEHNE €€ 6paTa KaK CJIeOyIoIIero rijiaBhl KJIaHa. Hy 1 caMoe TJIaBHOe, el HYX€EH OBLIJT OYEHb
BeprII;I YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOMY OHd CMOZKET ITOJIHOCTBEIO JOBEPATE.

O mo6Bu Mer naxe He fyMasa, OHa Ovlla peanucTkou. Ee Bocxuiana riny0okas IpUBSI3aHHOCTE,
IJapUBLIast MeXKAy POJUTENIIMU, BO3MOXKHO, OHa flaXke 3aBU0Basla 3TOMY, HO IpU3HaBasa, YTo 3TO He
nns Hee. Ee monr Obln eit moHsATeH. Hapo OBII0 HATH JOCTOMHOT0 MYXKYHMHY I CBOETO KJIaHa.

- 9 He x7y, 4yTo B Gpake Oyny Takke CUaCTIMBA, KaK Thl, MaMa. Ballli OTHOIIEHHS C OTLIOM - TaKasi
PEmKOCTb.

- Y 6oneimoe cuacTwe, - mobaBuia Posanuum. -  u Tebe xKejaio 3Toro. XoTs TO, UTO S JIIOOJII0 TBOETO
OTIIa, BOBCE He 03HAyaeT, YTO s BCErha COorjalllaloch C HUM. MHe KaXKeTCs, OH CIIMIIKOM MHOI'OTO
xoueT 0T Te0s1. - OHa yIpsMo B3[epHYIIa Mog00pomoK. Mer HUKOrIa He CIkIlasa, YTo06k MaTh
BbICTy'l'IaJIa IIPOTHB OTIIA, HOC—)TOMy OaXe He cpa3y IIOH4AJIa, O 9eEM peyYb. - TwI y}Ke 1 TaK MHOT'O
BPEMEHH IIPOBOMMIIEL 3a KOHTOPCKUMY KHUTAMH, - IT0Kaydasia TOJI0BOM MaTh.

- MHe HpaBurtcs 3Ta pabora, Mama.
Ho Pozanunp mpopmonzxKaria, CIOBHO He CIIbIIIajia CII0B JOYEPHU:

- Bce atu mudprl! OT 0mHOM TOJIBKO MBIC/IM O HUX Y MEHSI KPY2KUTCS rojioBa. M mopTutcs
HaCTpPOEHUE.

Mer ckpblsia yiaeI0Ky. 9To OBIIO TOX0XKe Ha ee MaTh. OHa HUKOTHA He MOTJIa IMOHSTh UHTepeca Mer K
MaTeMaTHuke # K ydebe B 1[eJloM. A Mer nojy4dasia UICTUHHOE yIOBOJILCTBHE OT PaboTEHL ¢ udpami.
BEIN0 YTO-TO MPUTSATATEILHOE B TOM, UYTOOHI Y3HATh, BEICUUTATh, JOKa3aTh, YTO CYIIECTBYET,
HaIlpuMep, TOJIbKO OOHO IIPaBUJIbHOE pelleHue. Y4yeba Bcerma JaBanack e nerko. He Tak, kak 6pary,
C mocapou moagymarsa Mer.

- A Temepb OH XMOET, YTO TH IPHUHECEIb B XKEPTBY CBOe Oymyllee CYacThe, - COKPYIIaaach MaTh,
CJIOBHO 3aMYy2KeCTBO [I0YepHy pagu 01aromonayyus KiaHa ObIJI0 YeM-TO U3 Psifa BOH BHIXOISIIUM.
HeoObr9HEIM 30€Ch OBITIO TOIBKO TO, UTO Mer caMa BrIOupaa cebe Myxa.

- Ho aT0 He xepTBa, MaMa. OTel] He TPOCUT MEHs HU 0 YeM TaKOM, 4uero Ol S caMa He xoTesa. Kormga
sl HalAy JOCTOMHOTO YeI0BeKa, YTOOB IIOCTABUTh PSIOM C MleHOM, OH U [Jis MeHs GyaeT XOPOIIL.

- Ecniu 611 3T0 GBITTO TaK JIETKO. HO THI K€ HEe MOXKEIlb 3aCTaBUTh CBOE CEePAIle MPUCITYIINBATHCS K
pasymy.

MozxkeT OBITh, HET, HO OHA II0CTapaeTCs.
- He BomnHYyi#iCs, TPOCTO IPEOOCTaBb 3TO MHE. - MaTh CJIOBHO YHTAJla MBICTIH Mer.
- Mama, - Mer BCTPEBOKMIIACh, - TH 00elllasa He BMEIITHBAThCS.

- 4 He 3Ha10, 0 YEM THI TOBOPHUIIIE, MaprapeT MakkuHHOH. - Ha nuie MaTepHu 3aCThIJIO HEBUHHOE
BBEIPpaXKEHHeE.

Mer npuilypuia rjia3a, €ée HeBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO 3aIyTaTk.
- TrI 3HaeMIk...

CnoBa Mer yTOHYIM B CUIBHBEIX packaTax rpoMa, ¥ BCKOpe Haudasics HaCTOSIIKY 1moTor. Ka3anocs,
3eMJIsI COIPOTHYIIAch OT BHE3AMHOM SIPOCTH IPo3bl. OJHAKO yKaCAMOUINH KPUK MaTEPH IIPEeRyIPeau
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Mer, 4TO 3eMJIsl TPSICIACh HE TOIMBKO OT I'Po3kl. U Bce XKe el moTpeboBanoch HECKOIbLKO MTHOBEHUH,
YTOOBI TOHSTH, YTO MPOUCXOOUT, TaK OBICTPO BCe Hayanock. TOBKO 4TO Mer Gblsla TOTOBA
IIOTOBOPUTH C MaTephi0 O CBATOBCTBE, HO yXKe 4Yepe3 CeKyHOy OKa3asach B LIeHTpe Kolmapa.

V3 Mpaka, KaK BCAAHUKH ObsSBOJIA, HA HUX HAIaJl OTPs OaHguToB. OrpOMHEIE, DUKOT'0 BUIA
MYKYUHBI B TPSI3HBIX 0/1y3ax ¥ M30OPaHHAIX IJIedax Co CMepTeIbHEIMU KJIeMMOpaMu B pyKax U C
JKeCTOKUMU HaMmepeHussMU. OHU CJIOBHO IIafiajii C lePeBLEB, OKPYKas Jofgeir Mer co BCeX CTOPOH.

Kpuk 3amep B ropie y Mer, y:Kac BpeMeHHO TOMyTuI pa3yMm. OHa He MOTJjia gyMaTh, 6€CIIOMOIITHO
HaOmonas, Kak OI0XKWHA JTI0JeH ee KilaHa, HallpaBJIeHHBIX OTIIOM [IJIST €e 3aIlUTH, Oblla OKPyKeHa 110
MEHBbIIIeH Mepe OBAIAaThi0 OThSIBIEHHLIMY T'OJI0BOPE3aMH.

KpoBs 3acThia B Kumax. x OBIJIO CIIUIITKOM MHOTO.

Boxe, y ee miofedt He OBI7I0 HU Manewninero manca. OHM IBITAIUCh KOJIbIIOM OKPYXKUTh Mer
MaTepnio, YTOOH! 3alIUTHTD, ¥ ONUH 3a APYTUM Iafgaiyd yOUTHIMHU.

Mer c yxkacoM cMoTpesia, Kak Pyaq, oquH 13 npeaBoguTeied KjlaHa, 4eJIOBEK, KOTOPOro OHa 3Hajla
BCIO XKM3Hb, KOTOPHIY fiepKaJl ee Ha KOJIeHSX U IIeJl ed MeCHU, He CMOT O0TPa3uTh CMEPTEIbHLIM yaap
KJIeliIMOpa, pa3pyOuBIIero ero momojam. M3 ee ria3 OphI3HYJIU CIe3bl, KOTTla OHa yBUOeENa, Kak
yracaeT XKH3Hb B €ro rjaa3ax.

KpI/IK MaTepHu BBIBEII Mer u3 CTyIIopa. BHe3amHo maHuKa, OXBaTUBIIAS €€, C4Ye3la U CMEeHUIach
SICHOCTBIO MBIIIIEHUS. Mer coﬁpana BCe CBOE€ MYZXKECTBO U OyMaJlld TOJIEKO 00 OOHOM: OHa OOJIZKHa
3dlIIUTUTH CBOIO MaTh.

C KOJOTSIIUMCS CEPOIIEM OHA CIIPHITHYJIA C JIOMIAAN U BHIIEPHYIa KUHXKAI U3 0e3KU3HEHHOW PYKH
Pyapma. Ero mambIiel BCe elre CKUMaJld OKPOBABIIEHHYI0 PYKOSTKY. KuHKa OB CITUIITKOM TSI2KEeJThIM
U TpyOBIM [T Hee. BrepBele B Xku3HM Mer mmoxkarsesna, YTO TaK MHOTO BpeMeHHU IIPOCHUKKMBAJa IoMa C
KHUTaMHU. Y Hee COBCEM He OBIJIO OIbITa 00palleHus ¢ KaKuM-0bl TO HU OblI0 opyxkueM. OHa
TPSIXHYJIa TONIOBOM, N30aB/ISASCh OT IPUCTYIIA HEYBEPEHHOCTH. JTO HE UMeeT 3HaueHus. OTCyTCTBUE
MacTepPCTBa OHa KOMIIEHCUPYeT 0e3rpaHuYHOM PeIUTeIbHOCTHI0. Kpemko ckaB PYKOSITKY KMHXKAJIa,
Mer gBHUHYIACh Briepeld, YTOOB BCTATh Iepe MaTepPhIo U 3AIIUTUTD ee.

«CHauaja uM IIpuOgeTcs Y6I/ITB MEHI», - MOJI4a IIOKJIAJIaChk OHA.

Ho xpabpocTu y Hee 1oy6aBuIoCch, KOTHa ellle ONUH YeJIOBEK U3 ee OKPYKEeHUS yrall K ee HOTaM.
Temeps UX 0CTANIOCh TOJIBKO LIECTEPO.

Apucer CIIoI3 ¢ TOJTOBH Mer, ¥ J0XK b XaecTan mo auiy. [nunpky, yoepKuBaBIIue BOJIOCH, TaBHO
BBICBHITIAJIMCh, ¥ 3aBUTKY BOJIOC yIIa/lM Ha Ijla3a, HO Mer He 3aMedara 3Toro. Bce ee BHUMaHUE OBIIO
IIPUKOBAHO K OMTBE, KOTOpas 3aTsATHBasach BOKPYT HUX KaK METJIs, TOTAa KaK KPyT 3allUTHUKOB
OBICTPO pefer.

Mer ycMupuna cTpax, IepexBaTUBIILY eif ropso. OHa HUKOTHA He OblIa TakK CHJIBHO HanyraHa. Ho
OHa [J0JIKHa OBbITh CUIbHOU. Panyu MaTepu. ECNiu y HUX TOJIBKO €CTh IIQHC BBHIKHUTE.

HeiicTBusg Mer, moxoxe, BEIBEJIM MaTh U3 OLIEIIEHEHUS, U OHa IIpeKpaTuila Kpudath. Ciaenys 3a Mer,
OHAa TOXKe CIIPBITHYJIA C Jomagu. Mer 3amMeTnia, Kak fpoXKajy ee PyKH, KOr[a OHa BEIHMMala HOX
13-3a nosca Pyapa.

Mer moBepHYynach, ¥ YTO-TO CXKaJIOCh B €e TPYNAH, KOTTa OHA YBUMEJIA PEIIMMOCTD Ha JIMile MaTepH, B
TO BpeMs KakK B ee rjla3aX OTpazkaJiCsl BeCh yKac CUTyauuu. [laxe MIPOMOKIIIasg HaCKBO3b, CO
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CITyTAHHBIMU BOjocaMu, Po3anuHa MakKMHHOH OblJIa IT0X0Ka Ha aHTesa, XOTh ¥ Ha MCTSIIETO.
HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO et OBIJIO COPOK, €e KpacoTa He TyCKHesa ¢ rogaMu. boxe, 4To 3TH quKue
JKMBOTHEIE CHENAI0T C He? Mer ¢ TpynoM criaoTHyna. C HuMu 06euMu?

Mer 3Hana, 4YTO MaThb, BEPOSITHO, AyMaeT O TOM e CaMOM, HO BOT ee I'0JI0C IPO3By4all CIIOKOHHO.
- Ecnu TH yBUOUIIL IPOCBET MeXKAy HUMHU, Oeru, - mporenTtana Po3anuum.
- Ho s He Mory ocTaBUTh TeOSI...

- TwI cmenaeb Tak, Kak s TOBOPI0, Mapraper, - mpepBasia ee MaTb. Mer Obljla HACTOJIBKO IIOPazkeHa
CTaJIbHBIM TOHOM MaTepH, YTO TOJIBKO KMBHYJIa B OTBET. - EC/Ti HyKHO Oy[ieT BOCIIOIb30BaThCS
KMHKAaJIOM, He pa3qyMbIBall.

Mer mo4yyBCTBOBaJIa HEOXKUAAHHYI0 TOpHOCTh. Ee moOpast 6raropofHast MaTh ceidac Gblla moxoxa Ha
JIBBUITY, 3AIIUIIAIOIIYI0 CBOETO NETEHHIITIA.

- ObGerralo, - 0TBeTHIIa Mer, MPUTBOPSISICh CUIIBHOK. Ho 4TO MOTTIM choenaTh iBe MUHHUATIOPHBIE
JKEHIIMHBI TPOTUB CUJIBl U YHUCITEHHOCTH?

['psI3HBIN, TUTAHTCKUX pa3MepoB OaHOUT OBUHYIICS K ee MaTepu. He pa3myMbiBasi, Mer BOTKHY/Ia
KWHKaJ B ero pyky. OH 3apbrdan ot 60y 1 ymapua Mer mo nuiy. OrayineHHas yoapoM, Mer
BBIPOHUJIA KUHKAJ, ¥ OAaHIUT OTTONIKHYJ €ro HOTOM B CTOPOHY.

- Cyka, - BHIIJIIOHYJI OH, - 3@ 9TO Thl yMpellb. - OH 3aMaxHyJICd CBOUM KJIEMMOPOM Hafl ee TOJIOBOU.
MaTs 6pocunach 3alKIaTh JOYb U yIapuia ero HoXKO0M II0 Ijevy. JIeTKO YBepHYBIIKUCH OT HOXKa, OH
rpy00 TONKHYJ MaTh Ha 3eMJIi0. Mer ¢ yKacoM yBUAea, YTo, afas, Ta yaapuiach rojioBoi 0 KaMHU.

- Mama! - Yxac nepexBaTui ropjio Mer, ona 6pocunack K MaTepu. OHa Tpsiclia ee 0OMsKIIIEe TEJO,
HO MaTh He OTKpHIBaja rinasa. O I'ocrogu, HeT!

Qua mouyBcTBOBana NpubIMKeHre OAHOUTA IT0 OTBPATUTEILHOMY 3allaxy. 3/1I0CTh 3aXJ1eCTHyJa Mer.
OH ypmapun ee MaTh. [TogxBaTUB ylnaBIINil HOXK, OHA ITOBEPHYJIAch K OAHOUTY U CHOBa yAapuia ero, Ha
3TOT pas3 IENACh B Iei0. Ho Heroasiii oka3ascs O4eHb BEICOKOT'0 POCTA, U €H YIaloCh TOIBKO
TIOPAHUTD €TO.

Mer noTepsina CBOe IPEUMYIIECTBO.

['pyboe pyraTenbCTBO COPBaJIOCh C ero ry6. Mer moyyBcTBOBajia Ha cebe ero IpsisHble PyKH, KOra OH
CXBaTHUJI €e U IIBHIPHYJ Ha 3eMJI0. YepHEIe I1a3a B yIIOP CMOTPENH Ha Hee. YCMeIllKa CKPUBHJIA JIUIIO
OanpuTa, 00HAXKUB KPYIHBIE THUIBIE 3y0ObL. [[poXka OT OTBpalleHusi, Mer chexkunach B KOMOK, BUMS,
YTO OH NMPUONUKAETCS K HEl.

-4 IIOJIy4y CBO€ YOOBOJILCTBHUE, BEOAbMA.

Mer oTKaTuIach B rpsisb, HO OH, CMeSICh, MPOAOJIKaJl HacTynaTh. OHA YyBCTBOBAJA, KAK KOJIOTUTCS
CepAlle B TPYOH, OTJISIHYJIACh BOKPYT, HO IMTOMOIIHX XAaTh ObUIO HEOTKyHa. OcTaBIIKeCs JI0OU OTLa
Obln 3aHATH B 6uTBe. Mer Habpasa rps3u B 06e pyKH U IOMbITariach OPOCUTE B TJla3a CBOEMY Bpary,
HO TOJIBKO CHJIbHEE Pa303JIUJIa ero.

OHu He MOTyT yMepeTs. UTo GyneT ¢ Menom? Mer mouyyBcTBOBasa, Kak 3aluIalno B Tnasax. Kpome
MaTepu U Mer, ero HEKOMY 3alllUTUTh. «[lyMaii, - cka3asa cebe Mer. - Pa6oTait ronosoit». Ho el
HUYero He NIPUXOMOUTIO Ha M, cllaceHus He Obls10. B yepHOM Oniecke ria3 ee Bpara Mer Bupena

Cepaue He JKeT 7 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

TOJIBKO CMEPTh.
«IToxanyiucra, - B3MOIUIAch OHa. - ['ociogu, momoru!»
Y yepe3 MTHOBeHHE, CJIOBHO B OTBET Ha ee MoJIb0Y, 13-3a lepeBLEB BhleXasl BCAJHUK Ha 00eBOM KOHE.

Pritaps. Het, BouH. Ho He B 60€BBIX [IOCIIeXaX, a B 2KEJITOM IIjallle, PACIIATOM JKeJIe3HBIMHU
KoJbI[aMu. 1o 3ToMy Hapsioy MOXKHO ObIJIO Paclio3HaTh B HEM IIPEBONUTENS, XOTS POCT 3TOTO
yesioBeKa u 0e3 0co00ro Hapsaa BeIgeNan ero. Mer IoHsJa, YTO TAKOT0 MyXK4YUHY OHa ellle He
BUfeNna. BEICOKHM, MyCKYIUCTHIM, IPyaHAas KJIeTKa HallOMUHAET IMUPOKuM muT. OH OBLI CJTIOBHO
BHIKOBAaH M3 CTa/l¥, TBEPHLIM, KaK CKaJa.

U omacHHIH.

ITo ciwHe MOTMOM3 X0TOOOK. Ha MrHOBeHHe Mer 1moKa3aioch, YTO B 9TOM KOIIIMape MPOCTO OJUH
3710el CMeHuUN Apyroro. VX B3TISAE BCTPETHIKNCh. Mer B3APOTHYIa, IOPAa3UBIIKCh TOMY, KaKue
CHHMeE Tjla3a Y He3HaKOMIIa. JIMII0 U3/Iy4aio CyPOBYIO My KEeCTBEHHOCTh, KOTOPYIO YaCTHYHO
CKpBIBAJIA HEMe/lbHas IeTHHA.

OOMeH B3TNIIgaMu IJIUJICS BCET0 MTHOBEHME, HO Mer yBHfIeNa B ero riia3ax abCoMI0THYIO BIaCTh.
HecMOTpst Ha KEeCTKOCTB, €T0 B3TJIS CTPAHHHIM 06pa30M [JeiCTBOBAJI YCIIOKAWBAIOIIIE.

Mer HaKOHeI[ 3aMeTHJIa, YTO BOMH IOSBUJICS HE ONUH. BMecTe ¢ HUM OBIJIO IPUMEPHO IOIII0KMHEI
mioneit. boyee rpo3HOro oTPsiia BOMHOB Mer He MOTJIa cebe mpefcTaBuTh. Bce Kak OUH KpemKue,
MYCKYJHCTHIE, C O€CIIOagHEIM BUOM. DTUM JIIOSM He4ero Tepsith. Y HUX HET HU 3eMJIM, HU KJlaHa,
OHM CTPaHCTBYIOT 110 ropHOU llloTnanauu Kak usrou. Ho moyemy-To mnpu 3Tou MEICIU Mer He
II0YYyBCTBOBasa CTpaxa. Ee B3rysag BEPHYJICS K MPEABOAUTEIIO OTPAAA.

ITOT YeJIOBEK OTHaBasl IIPUKAa3bl OMHUM KHMBKOM, Od2Ke B3TJIAO0M. Ero mogu gBUranuch Kak eguHOoe
11eI0e, 3aHNUMas CBOU IIO3UIIMY C OUCIUILIAHON PUMCKUX HEHTYPHUOHOB U JIETKOCTBIO, KOTOPAd HUKAK
He COOTBETCTBOBaJla UX I‘pOSHOﬁ BHEIIHOCTH.

Hx 6b1710 MeHblIIe, HO Mer OBlIa YBepeHa, 4T0 X0f OUTBHL Cpa3y U3MEHUTCS. ITOTO YeJIoBEKa HEJb3s
no6enuTs. TONbKO rynel 6POCUT eMy BEI30B.

Korpga ero mionu 3aHs/IM CBOM MO3UIIMK, BOUH HAIIPABUJIICS IPSMO K Hei. Hanapmuit Ha Mer OaHOuT
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3@ €T0 CIIMHOM YTO-TO IMTPOUCXOMOUT, U OTJITHYJICS. Y2Kacaloui CMeX ero ToT4ac
3axJiebHyICcsl. BOoCob30BaBUINCh 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBOM, Mer 0CTOPOXKHO OTTAI[jIa MaTh K IEPEBbSM.
OHa efBa He pa3phifanack 0T 06JleTYeHus, KOTrfia YBUela, YTO y TOM ITOPO30BENH IIIEKU U
3a7poxKasy BeKH. II0TOM OHa IMOCMOTpPesia Ha CBOET0 CIIaCUTEeIs.

[TpenBomuTens OTPsSifia OOHUM [BUKEHUEM [OCTAJI, CJIOBHO IIEPHIIIKO, OTPOMHEIN KJIEUMOD, TOAHST
€0 BHICOKO Hafl TOJIOBOM M BOTKHYJI Bpary moj pebpa. Mer ycibiiiaja rIyXou BOIIb, ¥ GaHOUT
PYXHYJI Ha 3eMJIIO.

BouH CIIPHITHYI C JIOIIAAH, U3 HOXKEH Ha I0siCe JOCTasl KUHKal M TOYHBIM [IBUKEHHEM ITOJIOCHY T
JIe3BHEM I10 TOPJIY ee MyduTessi. Mer mo4yBCTBOBasIa o0erdyenue. Mix B3rIsiabl CHOBA BCTPETUIIHCH,
1 Mer, MOpa3uBIIKChH, TOYYBCTBOBAIA KAaKyl0-TO CBSI3b MEXIY HUMHU.

- Cnacu60, - OMTHUMHI 1"y'6aMI/I IIpou3HeCila OHa, He B CUJIaX II0OAaTh I'OJIOC.

BouH B OTBET IHUIIIb KWUBHYII. H3mas T‘pOMKI/Iﬁ 00eBoi KJINY Ha raJllIbCKOM, OH ITOOHMAJI CBOH MeY U
CTPEMHUTEJIbHO BPe3aJiICA B CaMyI0 I'yIIy 6I/ITBI>I, Pa3MaxuBasa KIIMHKOM C 66CHOH.I&I[HOIZ JIOBKOCTBIO
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TOYHOCTBIO, CME€Tad BCE€X Ha CBOEM IIyTH. JIromu Mer CPpaXKaJluCh psAgoOM C HUM.

Mer oka3ajia ITOMOIIlb MaTEPH ¥ CHOBA CTajla CIeduTh 3a OuTBoi. M 3a BouHoM. Ero cuna u
MacCTepPCTBO NEWCTBUTENLHO BIledyaTnsanu. OHa ¢ yKacoM Habiofana, Kak OH CIIOKOMHO PacpaBUCs
Cpasy Cc TpeMs HallafaBIIUMU Ha Hero. Kaxmoe mBuxkeHue OBIJIO TOYHO BEHIBEPEHHBIM. [[J1s1 TAKOTO
KPYIIHOTO 4YeJI0BeKa OH ABUTAJICS C YOUBUTENIbHOU rpaured. Kak nes. [IBa 6aHOUTA MTOIBITAINCh
3ar’aTth ero B yroJl, Hamagas C AByX CTOPOH. BouH mopHsm cBOM Med. KITMHOK BCIIBIXHY Hafl €ro
T0JIOBO#, KaK cepeOpsIHbIM KPecT, ¥ pa3fajics 3BoH Medel. OH OIMH 3a APYTUM OTpaxaJsl yaaphl
HamafaBIIMX. baHOUTE ToXKe ObLJIM UCKYCHBIMU BOMHaMu. Ho 9TOT 4esioBeK, ITOX0XKe, IoJIydar
YIOBOJILCTBYE OT CPakKeHUs, Ka3aloCh, OHO TOJIBKO MPUOaBaiI0 €My CHUJIBL.

OcapuB ogHOTO OAHOUTA CBOMM KJIEMMOPOM, OH BBHITALIVII OUPK [1] ¥ JTETKO pacmpaBuiiCs CO BTOPHIM
HerogseM. OCTaBLINICS B XKUBHIX OAHIUT B IPOCTH OPOCHUIICS Ha HEro. YKIIOHSASICh OT yapa, BOUH He
yaepaKaJl paBHOBECHS U IIOCKOJIL3HYJICS, IaB BO3MOXKHOCTh COUTH cebst ¢ HOT. Mer 3aTaujia AbIXaHue,
BUMIS, YTO OQHIUT TOTOBUTCS HAHECTU CMEPTEeNbHEIN yaap. Ho BOWH CIIOKOMHO 00K aas, okKa
KJIeVMOD Bpara He OKaXKeTCsl B HeCKOJIbKUX [I0MMax OT ero I'0JIOBH, ¥ PACUETJINBO BOTKHYJI CBOI
KWHXKaJ eMy B KUBOT. CaM IIpu 9TOM JIOBKO OTKATHJICS B CTOPOHY. Mer ¢ u3yMeHueM yBHUIela, Kak
OH BCKOYHJI Ha HOTH.

[TpakTUYecKu MIHOBEHHO APYTO¥ GAHOUT IOMBITAJICS HAMAaCTh Ha HETO C3adHu.
- OcropoxHo! - Ho erie o Toro, Kak Mer KpUKHYyJa 3TO, BOUH YCIEJl TKHYTh €r0 CBOMM KMHIKaJIOM.

OH Ka3zajcs HeCOKPYIIMMEBIM, CJIOBHO HUKTO HE MOT Cpa3uTh ero. Ho KpoMe CHUJIbl ¥ MacTepCTBa, 3a
3TOM yAasbio CKPHIBAJIOCh HEUTO APyroe. brTBa IOTHOCTRIO MoTJIommana ero. OH cpaxarcs, Kak
YeJI0BeK, Y KOTOPOTO OTCYTCTBOBAJI CTPaX CMEPTH: KOHTPOJIUPOBAJ CUTYAIlNI0, He OB OMIPOMETYUB,
IerCTBOBAJI 0YEHb XJIaMHOKPOBHO. Cyms 10 BCeMy, Hafl 3TUM BOMHOM He pa3 HaBHCaja OMAaCHOCTh U
OH HAY4YMJICS OTPazKaTh YTPO3HI.

OcTaBIIKeCcs B XKHUBHIX 6aHJII/ITBI O4YeHb 6BICTpO OCO3HaJIk TIIETHOCTh CBOUX IIOIIBITOK H, 6pOCI/IBH.II/ICb
BPACCHIIIHYIO, CIIaCalIuCh 0ercTBoM.

BouH ornsimesncst BOKpPYT, CJIOBHO X0Tell yoemuThcs, 4To Mer B 6e30macHOCTH. VX B3TTISIIBI
BCTPETHJIMCH OMSTh. Mer CJIOBHO MOJIHHEH MPOH3UII0. TanHCTBEHHBIN BOUH OBIIT HE IIPOCTO KPACHB.
Takue 4epTHl MHIla BCTPEYAIXUCh TOJIBKO B JleTeHOax. Knaccuyeckas KpacoTa coyeTanach B HEM C
CypOBOY MYXKECTBEHHOCTBIO. BhIOIIMEeCs: KallITaHOBEIE BOJIOCH], KOTOPHIE M3-3a NOXK/ASA Ka3aJluCh ellle
TeMHee, JOXOOUIH [0 IT0A00poaKa, OTKphIBas KPENKYyIo KBafpaTHYIO 4esiocTh. Karmu [oXasa cTekanu
10 IIUPOKOMY JI0Y, BEICOKMM CKYJIaM U MPSIMOMY HOCY. YIIPSIMO C3KATHIM POT M KECTKOE BRIPazKeHue
JIUIIA CTPAaHHBIM 00pa30M He BS3aJIMCh C YYBCTBEHHOM GopMoii ry0.

Mer nopa3surn 1BeT ero ria3. ['ony6oi nen. Kak 3amep3iiee 3uMHee 03epo. 3aropesasi Koxa TOIBKO
nofyepkuBaia ux 1seT. Ho Kkorga oH cMoTpesl Ha Mer, oHa He 4yBCTBOBAaJa X0JI0gHOU Apoxu. [Io ee
TEeJIy PaclpoCTpaHsiach BoJIHA Tellsla. Ka3anoch, OH BUOUT ee HACKBO3b, U OT 3TOT0 ¥ Mer c6unoch
IbIXaHUeE U ydacTWics nynbc. OH 3aCTaBUI ee HEPBHUYATE... IOYYBCTBOBATh CBOIO YSI3BUMOCTE.
He3nakoMble 4yBCTBa, KOTOPHIE YCUTIANIA €€ HACTOPOXKEHHOCTh. BpOCUB ellle OOUH HepelUTeIbHbII
B3IJIA[ Ha BOoMHA, Mer BepHyNIach K YX0O[y 3a MaTepklo.

Ioxnob 3aKOHYMIICSA. buTBa ToXKe.

Korpa Bparu no6examnu, AneKc Iociiai IBYX CBOUX JIIofiell UM Bcyief], YTOObl yOeIUThCS, UTO OHU yKe
He BepHYTCs. [IpyruM npuKasai 3aHsAThCS PaHEHHIMU U 3aKOTIATh Tejla YOUTHIX. AJleKC He
II0I03PeBaJl, YTO Y Hero mpobieMa, moka I[TaTpuk He HOI0XKUI eMy 00 9TOM.
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MakkuHHOHEL. OKa3aJIoch, YTO €ro OTPSIM BHIPYYMII U3 GeIbl COCeICTBYIOIIUI C HUMHE KiaH. [To
KpaiHel Mepe ToKa AjleKca HUKTO He y3Hajl. Ho OH MOHWMaJI, 4To ecy mpobyaeT 3[ecCh [OJbIIe, TO
MOTYT ITOSIBUTHCS BOIIPOCH. HecMoTpst Ha 60poy, OUeHb CKOPO KTO-HUOYIb OTMETUT €T0
HEBEPOSITHOE CXOMICTBO C ITeYaIbHO U3BECTHHIM I'IaBOM KiaHa MakiaymoB. Ero 6pat ocTaBum
3aMEeTHBHIH CTe]] B 9TUX KpasX.

He cremyert 3mech 3aepKUBaThCS.

Barmapg Anekca MeTHyJICS K AeByiuke. OHa IoMoraja KeHIIUHe, Cyas [0 BCEMY - MaTepH, KOTOPYIO
OH CHaualla ImocuyuTana MepTBoi. Celiuac K Hel Me[JIeHHO BO3BpalllajoChk CO3HaHMUe. YCIIOKanuBas
HEeXXHBIMHU CJI0OBaMU XKepPTBY HallafieHUs, JeBYIlIKa CO CIIOKOMHOU OeJIOBUTOCThIO KOMaHApa Hadasla
HaBOOUTH MOPSAAOK Cpefau Xxaoca. Jloafeir HanouaIu U HaKOPMHUIIH, ITIOBO3KY, KOTOpas Be3na Uux
TIOXKUTKY, TIOTHSIIU. BEIIM OTOAHBI PACIOPSXKEHUS, YTOOHI JOCTABUTh PAHEHKIX U YOUTHIX B [IaHKHH.

s TaKOM MOJIOOOM XKEHIIUHEI, a e HaBEPHAKA 9yThb OoJibIne OBaAllaTH, OHA BOCXUTUTEIJIBHO
CIIPDaBUIACh C IIOCIIEOCTBUAMU HaAllaJEHHUA.

BEITIO BUOHO, YTO CaMOO6J'IaI[aHI/IH el He 3aHUMaTh. C IIepBOT0 MTHOBEHNA, KaK TOJIBKO Amnekc YBHUIEIL
ee, OH OBLI IMOpaxXeH MyKeCTBOM HE3HAKOMKH. Korpa oH TONMBKO BeIeXal Ha IIOJISIHY, OH YCIIeN
YBUOETE €€ IIOIEITKY 3aKOJIOTh YE€JIOBEKa, HAallaBIIETO Ha HEe. Takas KpPOIIIKa, HO CMOI'JIa HaHEeCTH

eMy yrap.

BEPHYTHCS

I TUHHBINA HOX.

Korpga aToT ObsIBOJI CTAJl JOMOTAThCS ee, peakuus Anekca oKa3alach MrHOBeHHOH. OH yOus ero, He
pa3myMBIBasi HU CEKYHOBI, IIOTOMY YTO He Iafusl MyKYHUH, KOTOPhIe IPUYMHSIINA Bpe XKeHIUHAM.
9TOT TpyC 3aciyxkum 60/IbIIero, YeM MOIYUHUIL.

KoHeuHO, MyKeCTBO - He eqUHCTBEHHOe, YTO 3aMeTus Anekc B feByke. Korya oHa mogHsia Ha
HETo OT'POMHEIE, BO BCE JIUIIO, 3eJIeHkIE T1a3a, OH MOHSJ, YTO He MOXKEeT OTBECTH OT Hee B3rjsim. I1o
TEJTy PaCTEKJIOCh TEMO0, ¥ AJIEKC IOYYBCTBOBAJI IIPUITUB JKeJIaHusI, KOTOPOTO HE OLIYIIal yX&Ke HaBHO.

Ero BcTpeuw C XKeHIMWHAMU ITOCTIENHNE HECKOJIBKO JIeT GBI ITPU3BAHE JIUIIE YIOBIETBOPSITh
noTpeOHOCTH Tena. Y Hero He ObUIO HY BpeMeHU, HU XKeJlaHus Ha 4To-To Gorbinee. Ho 3Ta meBymKa C
IPUIUIIIIMME MOKPEIME BOJIOCAMH ¥ KAIIIMU JOXKMAS Ha PeCHUIIax Obl/la II0X0XKa Ha JIECHYI0 HUMQY.
OuapoBaTesnbHas, YI3BUMAs U HEBEPOSITHO KpacuBasi. M Ajlekc MoYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK JIPOTHYJIO €T0
ceppaue. Bneuenue cedyac, Kormga OuTsa Oblyla 3aKOHYEHA, CTAJIO eIlle CUIbHEe.

OH BOCIT0/I30BaJICSI BO3MOXKHOCTBIO BHUMATEJIbHO IIOHAOI0OATh 3a Hel, T0Ka OHa ITOMorajia MaTepH.
Oma OBlJTa COBCEM He II0X0XKa Ha TeX SPKUX KPAcOTOK, KOTOPEIE 0ORIYHO IPHUBIIEKANIM €r0 BHUMAaHHUE.
BHeITHOCTH 9TOM HeBYyIIKHU Oblna 60jee M3LICKAHHOM, MeHee OpocKo. Ecnu Ol He ee 3aMedyaTesTbHbIE
r71a3a, OH, BO3MOXKHO, Jaxe He cTajl Obl IprcMaTPUBATLCS K Hell 60iee BHUMATENbHO. Ho OB1I0 OB
HETPOCTUTENIBbHOM OMMUOKON YIIYCTUTh U3 BUAY U3SLIHYI0 GOPMY CKYII, KPOLUIEYHKIN 3aJUPUCTHIMH
HOCHK MJIM MSITKYI0 COUHYIO TUHUIO pTa. Ero B3rmsy Okl MPUKOBaH K ee rybam. YepT, oHa
KpacaBulla. 11 HeBUHHA.

Cetyac ero MBIC/IH OBIIH O YeM YTOAHO, HO TOJIBLKO HE O HEBUHHOCTH. OHu OBLIN 3aII0THEHEI SAPKUMU
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CTpacTHRIMU 00pa3aMu 00HaXKEHHBIX TeJT ¥ BEICBOOOXKIEHUEM CIEPXKUBAEMOU ellle C MOMEHTa
cpaxenus cunbl. OH XKaX[al NOJIYyYUTh ee HEBUHHOCTh. CJIIOBHO YHCTOTA 9TOU EBYIIKH MOTJIa
CMBITh BCIO I'PSA3b, OKPYKaBIIYyI0 AJleKca.

Yto oH memaet? O yeM mymaet? ITocie BCEro, 4YTO OHa IEPexXuna...

Anexkc IIOTPsAC T'OJIOBOM, IIEITAsICh U30ABUTHCS OT CTPAHHOT'O XKEeJIaHU4. EMy XOTEJIOCh 3alllTUTUTH
OEBYIIKY, a HE 6paTI:> CHUJION pamn COOCTBEHHOTO YOOBOJIBCTBHA, KaK KOIr'Ia-TO OeJlain
MapOoOepCTBYIOINYE BUKUHIH. HpI/IMI/ITI/IBHaﬂ XKW3Hb YeJI0BEKa BHE 3aKOHA OCTaBW/Ia B HEM CBOU Cef.

Arekc cpoesnan HeCKOIBKO I1aroB B CTOPOHY AEBYILKH, XKeJjas IOHSTh, BCe JIU C Hel B nopsapgke. Ho B
9TOT MOMEHT XKeHIIMHA, 3a KOTOPOM OHa yxaXwuBajla, cejla, U AJleKC BIlepBhle yBUAEN ee nuuo. OH
OCTAHOBUJICA KaK BKONaHHBIM. YepT. OTO KeHa MakKMHHOHA. AJIEKC TIepeBel B3I Ha OEBYIIKY,
oTMedas CXOACTBO, MeXay HuUMU. CXOICTBO MaTepy U JOYEPHU.

Anekc oTBepHyJics. Po3anuHg MakKMHHOH MOIJIa Y3HATH €T0.

OH OobITie HEe MOT 3[IeCh 3aePKUBATHCS U OTHAJI IPUKA3 CBOUM JIIOASM OBITH B TOTOBHOCTH K
BRICTyIIIEHUIO. K 00111e# pafocTy mofeli MakKWHHOHA, AJIeKC MPeAJIOKUII B ITOMOIIL TPOUX YeJI0BEK
IIJIST COITPOBOKIEHMS XKEHIITUH 0 MeCTa Ha3HaAYeHus.

Ha atoMm ero muccus 6bi1a BeinonHeHa. OH BCKOYMII Ha JIOMIafb 1, He yIepKaBIIKuCh, ellle pa3
OTJISTHYJICS HA HEBYILIKY. PaHbIlle OH HUKOTHA HEe CMYILIAJICS B IPUCYTCTBUY KEHIIWH, HO B 9TON
He3HAKOMKe OBIJI0 HeYTO 0coOeHHOe. Bo3MOXKHO, OHA HAIIOMHHUJIA €My O TOM, YTO AJIeKC OCTaBUI
IanekKo Mmo3aay - CeMbIo, oM, o4ar. [To 9THM IIeHHOCTSIM OH yXke, I0X0Xke, ¥ He TocKoBasl. Kpacora
3TOM [IeBYIIKM Obl/Ia IPKUM KOHTPACTOM CMEPTH U Pa3pyIIeHUusM, KOTOPhle OKPyXKaJld ero
IIOCJIeIHNE HECKOJIBKO JIET.

OH BCTPETHUIICS C HEel B3TISAOM U YBUIEI €€ HEPEIIUTENbHOCTh, IIOYYBCTBOBAJI HACTOPOKEHHOCTb.
CnoBHO OHa XOTeJla CKa3aTh YTO-TO, HO, BO3MOXKHO, 60si1ach. bosiinack ero. 9Ta MBICIb ITOpa3uia
Anekca. OH orfnsgpmencs BOKPYT, YBUEII MOBCIOAY Tejla YOUTHIX U MOHSJ, YTO He MOXKeT OOBHUHSTD ee
3a 3TOT ucmyr. Y Bce e ANeKCy 3TO He HpaBuiIoChk. EMy BooO1ile Bce He HpaBUIIOCh. OH TOIBKO YTO
cIiac el XK13Hb, @ OHa CMOTPUT Ha HETO CO CTPaxoM B rjia3ax.

BHyTpu pocno 4yBCTBO THEBA, KOTOPOE BMECTE C €r0 PeaKlieil Ha AEeBYIIKY ellle CAIIbHEee
B30yIOpPaxKuiIo KpoBb. Tenepb OH UCIBITHIBAJ HEIIPEOIOIMMOe UCKYIIIeHNe JaTh el OBOM [JIsS
ctpaxa. CxkaThb ee B CBOUX 00BSITHUSIX, COPBATH MOIENTyM ¢ MATKUX I'y0. Ho OH ellle He Mmai Tak HU3KO.
IToka? KTo 3Haer...

- Bei roTOBHI, c3p? - Po60M KaK-TO CTPaHHO MOCMOTpPEN Ha AJekca.

- la. - Aneke mmocTapascs OTBIEYLCS OT CBOUX MEICTEN. - MBI M TaK 3afiepKaJlicCh.
Hu cexkyHpb He K0e61sCh, OH ITOCKAKaJl IPOYb, HU Pa3y He OTJISHYBIIKCS.

['maBa 2

Ileopeuy, Xooupyd, 30uHbype, utose 1605 200a

[Tpu gBOpe OBLIO BCe TOUHO Tak, Kak OHa U NpefIosaraia: HacTosmas neTka. Mer ImbTanach
IIPUCIIOCOOUTRCS, HO CKOPEe BCET0 HUKOTHA Y Hee 9T0 He NoyduTcs. Bo mBopie Xomupyn Bce OBIIO
IIPONUTAHO MHTPUTAMU, HEJOMOJIBKaM# ¥ KOBaPCTBOM. 3[1eCh MOTJIM TOBOPUTH Ha rpeyeckoM. O,
HET, TPeYecKuil OHa IMOHUMaa. Morjau roBopuTh Ha apabckoM, nompasusa cebs Mer. OHa HUKOTIa
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He CMOXKET MOHSATh I3bIK IPHUABOPHEIX. [IpOIIIO0 TOMBKO ABE HEJEIH MOCHe ee IprHe3[a, a OHa yXKe He
MOTJia MOXKOaThCs, KOTHa BEpHETCS Ha CBOM mobumbit Ckait. Ho moka He BpeMsi. OHa [HOMXKHaA HAWTH
TO, Pafy 4ero nprexasa cofga. Kak 1 Kaxavlii Bedep ¢ MOMEHTa CBOETro Ipue3aa, Mer cTosma y
BXOJla B OTPOMHBIH 3aJl CO CBOel moppyrou dnusabetr Kemnbemnn. Ta mo3ulus mMo3Bosisijia el
OCTOPOKHO HaOI0gaTh 3a IPUABOPHLIMU, KOTOPHIE TYIISAIN 110 ABopLy Kopons [lloTnanauu Akosa VI,
a HelHe Koposg AHrnuu fkosa I.

Yke o4ty Tpu roga Kopoinb AkoB ynpasnsn HloTnanguen u3 YaTxoia, HO, HECMOTPS Ha 3TO,
KaXK[Iblil BeYep B 9TOM ABOPILie COOMPaIoCh OTPOMHOE KOIMYECTBO JIIofel. OOUHOYpT MPogoKa
0CTaBaThCA LIeHTPOM BiacTy B [lloTmanguu - ¢ KopojieM uinyu 6e3 Hero. 30ech TOJIIUINCH TOXaTuMBbI,
MICKaBIKe 071ar0CKIOHHOCTH JlopAa-KaHIyiepa CuToHa unu 4neHoB TalHoro coBerta. Kak myensl Ha
Mejl JIETSIT, yCMeXHynach Mer. 3a MIomeBsM 6apXaToM U ITapuyod U3bICKAHHBIX IIPUABOPHEIX
HapsOoB Kaxaas IepcoHa B 9TOM 3ajie CKphiBajia CBOU JIMUHEIE I[eNTd. BceM UM 4TO-TO Hafo OBIIO
OpYT OT ApyTra: BacTh, mojioxkeHune. Minu, kak Mer, TpeboBaicsa Myx.

[Tpu3HaBas ropbKylo IIpaBay, OHa 3acTaBuia cels ellle pa3 OKUHYTH B3TJISAOM 3aJl CO ciiaboi
Ha[leX[I0M, YTO B IIEPBLIM pa3 MPOIMYCTUIa YTO-TO UJIA KOTO-TO.

- Yto-HuOyap HOBEHbKOE? - IOMHTEepecoBaach Jnu3aber.

Mer noBepHynach K IOAPYTe U IToKaydasa rojioBoii. OHa gaxke He IbITalaCh CKPHITh CBOETO
pasoyapoBaHus. Inr3abeT 0OUeHb XOPOIIO IIOHUMaJIa lepekuBaHus Mer 13-3a IouckKa Myxa.

- MHe KaxXeTcs, YTOo 5 yX&Ke M03HaKOMHUJIACh CO BCeMU HeXKeHaThIMU MyKuuHaMu B [lloTnanmuu B
BO3pacTe OT OBAMLATH [0 ISITUOECSTH.

Onu3abeT XUXUKHYIA ¥ IPUKPHIIA POT PYKOM, 3aTSIHYTOU B IEPYaTKYy.

- He 3a0ynb nopma Beprona. EMy Bce 1mecThecsaT IATh. - Inu3abeT, Moaapa3HuBas, IoxJionana Mer
110 pyke. - [IpeocTaBb CBOell MaTepu XOTh HEMHOTO BpeMeHHU. f yBepeHa, OHa ellle MOAHIeT Tebe He
OJIHY IIOAXOOAIIYI0 KaHAUAATYPY.

Mer eniBa cepzKaa CTOH focafbl. [IONBITKY ee MaTepu cocBaTaTh KOro-HUOYIb HOCUIN BeChMa
SIBHBIM XapakTep.

- Morjo OBITH U Xy2Ke, - C COUYBCTBUEM 3aMeTusa dnu3abeT. - Ho oHa 1o KpaiiHel Mepe HaXxOOuT
KpacaBIIEB.

Mer B370XHYJla ¥ KMUBHYJIA B OTBET, COTJIallasick ¢ Inu3abet. 3meck ee MaTh Oblzia abCONMIOTHO
npenckasyeMa. He To uTo6et Mer He pearupoBajia Ha MpUBIeKaTeNbHbIe nuia. Ho caumkom
KPaCHBEIE MyXKYHUHHI BRI3BIBA/IM B HEHM HAaCTOPOKEeHHOe oTHoIneHre. OHa He IMOHACTBIIIKe 3Halla, Kak
JIETKO JIMIIUTHCS PACcCyKa OT 000JIbCTUTEIbHOM YIBIOKM, U HaUMHala IIOHUMATh, YTO BIeYEeHHUE
yalre BCero MPUHOCKUT OJHU HecuacThs. Ho y Hee He XBaTalo CMeIoCTH pa3ybexkaaTh MaTh,
TIOCKOJIBKY Ta I0JTy4YaJia KICTHHHOE YIOBOIBCTBYME OT CAMOTI'0 IIPOIIECCa CBATOBCTBA.

- Ha camom pene, ecnu Obl 51 McKasa [ ce0s Kpacaslia, ST faBHO OBl y2Ke BepHYIach JOMOM. - Mer
3aKycuia ry0y u TaiKoM OTJITHYJIach BOKPYT, YTOOHl yOeMUTHCS, YTO ee HUKTO He crbiimaln. OHa
cHOBa OBlNa pe3Ka B CBOUX CYyXKAeHHUAX. M 3To OBIIO ellle OOHOW NMPUYUHOM, II0 KOTOPOM OHa HUKAaK He
MOTJIa IPUCIIOCOOUTHCS KO OBOPY. TombKo Onu3abeT He Bo3paXKajla MPOTUB CKIIOHHOCTHA Mer K
OTKPOBEHHHIM BBICKA3hIBAHMSM. Jnu3abeT u ee 6pat [IKewMu ObIM e IUHCTBEHHBIM CBET/IBIM MISITHOM
miist Mer B moe3pke B OnuHOypr. OHa MO3HAKOMHUIIACh C HUMHU B CBOM IEPBHIM IIpHe3] KO OBOPY [Ba
rofa Ha3af, ¥ C TeX [I0p OHU CTaJId OPY3bsIMHU.

Cepaue He JKeT 12 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

- C TBOMM CIIKCKOM TPeOOBaHMi K MyXKy, 06010Ch, TeOe IPUAETCS PACIIMPUTE CBOM ITOKCK, - 3aMEeTHUIa
dnu3aber.

- Kak aT0? - Mer youBrieHHO IOfHsIa OPOBH.

- Bo3M0XKHO, 0DHOTO MYXKYHWHEI GYJIGT HEeOOCTAaTO4YHO, ITOTOMY YTO HEBO3MO2KHO COYETATh BCE
TpeﬁyeMHe KadeCTBa B OOHOM 4eJI0BeKe. - B rnazax Onu3abeT miscanu YepTeHsdaTa.

Mer morya 66l paccMesThCsI, eciii ObI 3aMeYaHue MOAPYTH He 0Ka3aloCh CIIPaBeqIuBEIM. I1pomiino
yXKe IBe Heflesy, a OHa TakK U He IPOIBHUHYIACh B MTOMCKAX MTOAXOOSAIIEro YeIoBeKa Ha POjIb MyXKa.
3aaya 0OKal3alach HAMHOT0 CJIOXKHee, YeM OHa IIpefrosaraia. Terneps OHa IIOHUMaJa, mouyeMy 6paku
ycTpauBanuch otiiamMu. CHavana OHa CYMTaa, YTO e IOBe3JI0, pa3 OHa caMa OymeT BeIOMpaTh cebe
Myxka. OMHAKO Temephb YBePEHHOCTH moy6aBuiock. OCTamoCh MEHBIIE MECSIIA 10 TOr0, KaK OHU
IOJIXKHBEI BEPHYTHCS B [IJaHKUH M7 IIOATOTOBKY K MuxaiinoBy guio0. M Bce ke, HECMOTPS Ha BCIO
CPOYHOCTH, Mer mpoCcTo He MOTJIa COOPAThCS C CUJIaMH, YTOOB! BHIIIOJIHUTH ITOCTABIEHHYIO 3aayvy.

[TpoxomuBIINIi MUMO My>KYKMHa TaJJaHTHO MOKJIOHUJCS eid. OH ObLI pOCTOM UyTh BhIlle Mer, pa3omeT
B CBepKalomuii Oesiblil aTiac, B KOPOTKHUX IBIIIHEIX MITaHaX. Hu Ais Koro He OBUIO CEKpeToM, 4To Mer
UIIEeT Mya, ¥ ee HeMaJjloe COCTOSIHUE BhI3bIBAJIO OTPOMHBIN HHTepec. OHa BelmaBuia U3 ce0s yIbIoKy
¥ KOPOTKO KMBHYJIa B OTBET Ha €r0 3HaKM BHUMaHUsA. MEBICIIEHHO epedpaB CIUCOK TpebGoBaHUM K
KaHIUJATy, OHa faXe [IpefCcTaBUTh cebe He MOTJIa, YTO TaKOM YeJIoBeK I0BefeT B 00 CMeJIBIX
BOMHOB KJlaHa MakKKHHHOHOB 00K 0 OOK C ee OpaToM.

K coxaneHuio, 3TOT IBIIHO Pa30AeThl PpaHT OblT TUTUYHEIM IIPECTAaBUTENIEM I0KHOM, PAaBHUHHOM,
yactu llotnarguu. OHK OBUIM YaCTHIME TOCTSIME IIPYU JBOPE U GOJIbIlle, YEM UX COOTEYECTBEHHUKY U3
TOPHOTO paiioHa, MOXOAUNIY Ha aHTIM4YaH. [IpeHeOpekeHre KOPOoJIs K «BapBapaM» U3 TOPHOU
[IToTnanguy OBLIO XOPOIIO U3BECTHO, U UMEHHO 3TO OTHACTH 3aCTaBUI0 Mer OTIPaBUTHLCS B
nyTelulecTBUe Ko aBopy. Heo6xomumMo OBIIO pacmmpuTh 00/1acTh IIOMCKOB JOCTOMHOTO KaHAKUATa B
MYy2KbSI ¥ BKJIIOUHTD CIOfla BIIMSATEIFHBIX JIIOEH ITPY BOPE KOpoiid fAKoBa. BOoT TOIBKO Kak cpenu
TAKUX CAaMOJOBOJIbHEIX TIABJIMHOB HAUTH CUJIBHOTO U OTBAKHOTO MYXKYHUHY?

Mebicnu Mer CHOBa ¥ CHOBa BO3BpaAllla/INCh K TAMHCTBEHHOMY BOMHY, CIIACIIEMY UM XKHU3Hb.
KpacuBoMy, Kak AJoHUC, ¥ CMeNIoMY, Kak Apec. ITa BcTpeya nuinuiaa Mer cnokoicTBus. OHa BCE
OoJIbIlle TIOHWMAJIA, YTO 9TOT YeJI0BeK IMMOKOPHUII ee. XOTs, 0 MHEHHUIO Mer, OH He MpHUHaIexkas K
TOMY THITy MYKYHMH, KOTOPHIX OHa HaxXOMWJIa IPUBIEKATeIbHEIMU,. BEIJI, K IPUMEPY, OTPOMHOTO
pocTa. Takue KpyIHbEIe CMeJble MYKYHHE 3aCTaBIISI/IN €e... HepBHUYATh. Mer HaxMypuiace. Ee
BOJIHOBAJIO YK€ OJIHO TO, YTO OHa BooOIIle gyMana 0 HeM. B HeM Bce OblI0 HEOORIKHOBEHHBIM: €TI0
CypOBO€, HO 0YeHb KpacuBoe Jin1o, 60eBoe UCKYyCCTBO BOMHA M OUYeBUAHAS MyXKECTBEHHOCTS.

Mer He Moryia ero 3a0bITh, ¥ 9TO, YUUTHIBAS CTOSINYIO ITepel Hel 3aiavy, IPUBOAKIIO ee B
3amenIaTenbCTBO. HoBOe U cTpaHHOE [jid Hee nepexuBaHue. OHa He IIpUHAIeXkana K TOMy THITY
JKEeHIIMH, KOTOPHIX BOJIHOBA/IM CMa3JIMBEIE NTUIla. bonee TOro, oHa HaXOAuUiIa, 4YTO 9TO MPOCTO TIIYTIO.
Pa3Be nmpusTHas BHEIIHOCTH - TJIaBHOE B MyK4KHe. Ho ¢ mpyro# cTOpoHEI, OHa u3berasna oOIIEHUS C
TEeMH, KTO BHe 3aKoHa. CKopee Bcero, OHU 00JIbIlle HUKOT A He BCTPETATCsS. Ee poOKMe MOMBITKY
y3HATh 0 HEM YTO-HUOYAb OT JIIOfIel, KOTOPHIX OH BHIIEJIHII €f B COITPOBOXKIEHNE, HE YBEHYAIUChH
ycrnexoM. [Jaxke y3HaTh UX UMeHa Obly10 TpobieMoii. OHU 3asBUIIM, YTO IIPHHA/JIekKaT KIIaHy
Mioppees. Mer 3Hasa, 4TO MHOT'ME U3 OKPYKeHUsd MaKrperopos IIpUHSAJINA 9TO UMS, KOTa UX
CcoOCTBEHHBIH KJIaH 00BSIBUIM BHE 3aKOHA. BO3MOXKHO, 9TOT BOMH TOXKe U3 KilaHa Makrperopos? Ee
3TO He youBUT. Ho 4TO OHU fenanu Tak 6J1M3K0 K oCcTpoBy CKaii?

Bce aTo nuib mo06aBisaio TaiHCTBEHHOCTH HEe3HaKOMILYy 1 00BSICHSITIO ee BJIeUEHUE K YEeJI0BEeKYy, O
KOTOPOM OHa HHYEro He 3HaeT.
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<<Kp0Me TOT'0, 9YTO OH CIIaC HAC», - ITogyMalia Mer. MoxeTt 6]:ITI:>, TOJIBKO 3TO €l 1 Haao 3HaATh.

Mer Obiyla yOouBI€eHa U pa3odyapoBaHa, UTO BOMH MCYe3 TOI7ia, He TOTOBOPUB C Hel. Kak el X0Tenoch
HaWTH CUJIEL, 9YTOOHI 110 KpaliHel Mepe 0T0narogapuTh ero. CienoBano 0TOPOCUTE B CTOPOHY CBOIO
HEYBEPEHHOCTb, MOJOUTH U CKa3aTh XOTSI O HECKOJIBKO I10JIaraloIuXCs B TOOOOHBIX CIIydasX CJIOB.
Ho, no npaBge rosopsi, oHa Oblyla HeMHOT0 HanyraHa. Ee mopasusna spocTs, ¢ KOTOPOH cpaxacs
3TOT BOUH.

Mer nrITanack onpaBaaTh CBOIO PoOOCTh HEOOBYHBIME 00CTOSITEIbCTBAMHU. ['pedeckuit Oor,
TPUXOMOSIINY B OCTENHUM MOMEHT Ha ITOMOIIb, HAa KOT'0 X0Uelllb TPOU3BeeT BevaTieHue. [laxe Ha
TAKYI0 PAaCCyOUTEbHYIO IEeBYIIKY, Kak Mer.

K coxarnenuio, y BoneOHOM CKa3KK He MOIYYUIIOCh CHAaCTIMBOr0 KOHIIA. Mer HyKeH HaCTOSIINM
MyXK4HMHa, a He Mupuyeckuii 6or. ¥ kak MoKHO cKopee. MEICIL 0 BO3BpallleHu! B [JaHKUH C
IIyCTHIMU PyKaMU MIPUBOAKIIA ee B yHEIHME. OTell OymeT pa3odyapoBaH, a Mer pacCTPOUT €ro
pa3ovyapoBaHue.

OHa J0CTaTOYHO [OJIT0 OTKJIaAbIBaaa CBOe pelienue HaWTH MyXKa 1 00JIbIlIe HE MOXKET II03BOJIUTh
MBEICJISIM O TaMHCTBEHHOM BOWHE OTBJIEKATH €€ OT I'JTaBHOTI'O.

-V Te6s KaKO#-TO OTCTPAHEHHEIN B3I, - Ipou3Heca Jnu3abet, Bo3Bparnass Mer u3 3afyMYUBOTO
cocTosiHus. - CHOBa MeUTaellb 0 CBOEM IIPEKPaCHOM CIIacUTese?

[Texu Mer BCITBIXHYIIN. Ona YZXKe He Pa3 II0XKaJiejla, YTO TaK MHOT'O PaCCKd3aJla O YeJIOBEKE,
CllaCIlIieM UM 2KHU3HH. CTapaHCb CKDEITh 3aM€EIIaTeIbCTBO, OHA HaXMYypPHJIAaCh:

- 41 BOBCe He MeyTalo.

- Ho TBI Xe gymasna 0 HeM.

Mer ¢ yKOpPU3HOU IIOCMOTpeIa Ha OAPYTy:

- Hy xopowo. [la. 4 gymana o HEM.

- OTO TaK POMaHTHUYHO, - MEYTATEIbHO B3[IOXHYJIa Jnu3aberT.

- Tol paccyXkpmaelb, Kak MOSI MaThb. - Mer 3aKaTuiia Iia3a. - Ho yBepsito Te6s1, B 9TOM He OBIIO
HUYEro POMaHTUYHOT0. - Mer He CMOrJla CoepzKaTh APO0XKb, KaK TOIHKO ee MBICTIH BEPHYIHUCH K TON
6uTBe B yecy. - Bce ObII0 y2KacHO. HaM 11oBe3710, ¥ MBI OCTa/IMCh B KUBHIX. MaTh OTHeNanach
IIUIIKOY Ha rojioBe. OcTanbHble OBIIA He TaK yOauduBh, - foOaBuia Mer, nyMmas o Pyasie u gpyrux
BOMHAX KJlaHa MaKKHHHOHOB, KOTOpPHIE IOTUOIN B TOT [€Hb.

- [I-mpoctu, Mer. 4 H-He X0Tesa MoKa3aThCs 0-6eCTaKTHOM. MHE maxe M-MPEICTaBUTh T-TPYOHO, YTO
T-Tebe MPUILIOCH I-TIe-PEeXKUTh.

Onu3abeT Havana 3auKaThCS, ¥ MeT CTajo CTHIAHO. Jnu3abeT peKo 3auKaach, KOToa HaXOOuiach
PSIOM C Hel. Tak MPOKMCXOAKIIO TONBKO B KOMIIAHUY C TEMH, C KEM OHa YyBCTBOBaja Ce0s
HeyBepeHHO. Mer B3siJla ee 3a PYKY U 3acTaBuiia ce0s 6e33a00THO YIBIOHYTHCS.

- To, uTo CIIY4HuJiOCh, YK€ B IIPOIIJIIOM. A g monxHa CMOTPETEL B 6}7]1}71[{86. W 4esnoBek BHe 3aKOHa, HE
BaXKHO, HaCKOJIBKO OH CMeJI U OTBaXK€H, He IIOOXOOUT OJId MEHS.

Ecnu OBl OHA TOJIBKO 3HaJa, KTO €M MOOXOMHT.
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Kazarnoch, B TOM, 4TOOBI HAUTH IOAXOISIIEr0 MyXKa, HET HUYET0 CJI0KHOT0. ITO [OIXKEH OLITh BOUH,
3a KOTOPBIM MOKAYT B OUTBY MYKUKMHHEI U3 ee KilaHa. OH JOIXKeH yMeTh TOHKO BECTH IIePEeTOBOPHI,
yTOORI He TOJKOmasicss TalHBIA COBET. BEITh YeCTHHIM M IIPeaHHEIM, IIOAIePKUBaTh ee OpaTta. Ho
3agaya Oblia TpygHOM. IIpoxoaus meHb 3a JHeM, ¥ CTAHOBUJIOCH IIOHSITHO, YTO TOJIBKO OJUH YeJIOBEK
MoOT OBl TOIOMTH Ha 3Ty posib. AT [Ixelimu Kemnbenn, 6paT Inu3aber.

- He Bomnuyiics, Mer. - Onu3abeT cnerka cxkamna pyky Mer. - Tol 00513aTe/IbHO Halellb MOAX0ASAIIETO
Myx)4uHy. Uy, MoxkeT ObITh, yKe Hallla? - B ee ronoce mpo3Byydasna Hafexkaa. dnu3abeT He
CKpHIBaJia, 4YTO €M X0Ten0Ch, YTOOH Mer BHIIIIA 3aMyX 3a ee Opara.

- MoxkeT OBITE. - Mer yIeI0HYach.

IxeviMu KeMmOesn BoO MHOT'OM TIPefCTaBIIsi CO00M TOT TUII MyKYHHBI, KOTOPHIH 0Tel JoBepun Mer
HaiiTu. [Ipuxonsace Ky3eHoM Apunbansay Kemnbenny ['po3HoMy, rpady Aprausny, oH HMe
peKpacHeie cBsi3u. KeMmnOestsl - caMblil MOIIHEIN KJTaH B TOpHOU IIIoTIaHouu IITaBHEIM 00pa3oM
6maromapst 0COOBIM OTHOIIEHUSIM Apraiiia ¢ KoponeM. B [IxkeiiMu OBITIO YTO-TO OT €T0 XUTPOTO
Ky3€eHa, 1 Mer 3Hana, 4To rpadCcTBO Apraiiin Bce 6obime U 60Jbllle HAYMHAET PACCYUTHIBATE Ha
MOJIOZIOT0 Ky3eHa U CTapaeTCs YBeIMUUTh ero BIUSHUE IIPH [IBOPE, a 3a0[IHO ¥ YCUJIUTh €T0 BIaCTh B
ropuou IlloTmaugum.

Brnarogapsi BLICOKOMY POCTY ¥ IIPUPOLHOM CIIOCOOHOCTH PYKOBOAUTD Y [I2KeMMU MHOTHE HaXOOUIu
3apgaTKu nunepa. byoydu crapmie Mer Bcero Ha jBa rofa - eMy UCIOJIHUJIOCH ABafALIATh YETHIpe, -
IxeviMu o6rafan purypoii oHomm. Ho yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JIET OH IIPeBPaTUTCS B BeCbMa
BHYIIUTEIBHOT'0 MyKYKnHY. CUIbHBIN, 00/1aJat0NInil BIaCThIO YeI0BeK OymeT crioco0eH 3alluTUTh
ankuH. Y, 4TO caMoe BaxXHOe, [I;KelMU - YECTHHIM U IIPefaHHbIN YyeloBeK. [loxoxke, OH -
IIPEeBOCXOIHEBIN BEIOOD.

Ho uT0-TO BCe XKe caepxkuBano Mer. MoxkeT ObITh, €70 MOJIOROCTL? K TOMy e He UCKITIOUeHO, YTO
€ero cBs3u ¢ rpadom ApraiinmoMm OyAyT OTPUIATEILHO BOCIPUHSATE MHOTUMU ropliaMu. B HEKOTOPEIX
MecCTax Ha3BaHKe 9TOT0 rpadcTBa CTalo pyraTelbHEIM. BracTs ki1aHa KemMn6ennoB B TOpHOU
[MToTnaHguu ycTaHOBUIACH He 6e3 pacmpei u KpoBu. KpoBu KjiaHa MaKrperopos B 4aCTHOCTH.

BraesanmHo Mer no4yBCTBOBaJa, Kak Jnu3abeT cxKaja ee JTOKOTh.
- [lopoxpau-Ka MUHYTKY. MHe KaxXeTcs, g1 Hallllla TO, YTO HY2KHO. BEeTMKOJIEeNHbIN My K4YUHA.

Mer npurnyuieHHO QHIPKHYIA ¥ IPOCIeiniia 3a MeUTaTeIbHEIM B3rIsAaoM Jdnu3aber. OHa cHavasa
pelna, 9YTO IOAPYyra rOBOPUT O [[2KelMu, HO IIOTOM YBHUeJa APYTroro MyX4uHy. OH CTOSAN K HUM
CIIMHOM, HO BCE PABHO MPUTATHUBAI K ce0e B3rsaabl. [log 4epHbIM KaM30J10M, 60TaTO YKpalleHHbIM
BBILIIMBKOM, Mer pa3risifelia MUPOKNE YU U BEJIUKOJIETTHO PA3BUTYI0 MyCKy/IaTypy PyK. UepHoe
TPUKO BBITOOHO IMOTYEPKUBAO Kpenkue Hord. OT BOJTHEHUS Y Hee y4acTuics nyiabsc. Cpenu
Pa3HOIBETHOTO aTjiaca U Iejika 3TOT YeJIOBEK BBHIOEIISIICS CBOEM MpayHOU MYKEeCTBEHHOCThIO. OH
CTOSITT psioM c [IKeWMu ¥, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OB HUXKe ero Ha Iapy OoMNMOB, 61aromapst CBoen
KPYIIHOU Qurype Kasauacsd HaMHOT0 3¢ ¢deKTHee U JOMUHUPOBAJ CPEIU TOCTEN.

- K10 3T0? - Mer nocTtapanack 3afaTh CBOU BOIIPOC PaBHOOYIIHEIM TOHOM.

- 41 cTo 1MeT ero He BUAENA, - OTKIUKHYIACh JNMu3abeT, - HO 5 MOYTH YBEPEHA, YTO 9TO ANEeKC
Makrayg.

Mer ynouBieHHO OgHsIa OPOBHY.

- Bpar Popu Maknaypa, rinaBel KilaHa u3 [laHBerana? - Popu Mop OBIT ODHUM U3 CaMBIX YBaXKaeMbIX
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IIpeIBOOUTENIEH HAa OCTPOBAX U OaBHUM ApyroM ee oTia. Cow3 ¢ MaknaymaMu OblT ObI OTIMYHBIM
BEIOOPOM.

Onu3abeT MojT4a KUBHYJIA B OTBET.

Mer cMyTHO IpUIIOMUHANA [OJITOBI30T0 IOHOLIY C 6€JI0KYPLIMU BOJIOCAMHU ¥ 000JIECTUTENIBHON
yneIOKo¥M Ha ry6ax. MHOro j1ieT Ha3a[ KaK-TO BeCHOM AJIeKC y4acTBOBaJ ¢ 6paToM B UTPax B 3aMKe
Haukus. Mer Torpa Oblla CIUIIKOM Majla, HO IOMHUJIA, YTO 9Ta y/IbIOKa pa3buia MHOTO JEeBUYBUX
ceppel.

OHa HaxXMypHUJach, BCIOMHMB K0oe-4To ete. OCTaBaaoCh TOIbKO HAMIESIThCS, YTO BCTPEYa C ATIEKCOM
He OymeT cnuurkoM 0ojie3HeHHa [y ee nmoapyru. Korga-to 9nu3abeT cobupanachk BHUTH 3aMyXK 3a
riaBy KjiaHa Popu Mopa.

Y6enusmiuchk, uTo JnMu3abdeT He BRIKA3HKIBAET MPU3HAKOB 0€CIOKOMCTBA, Mer BHOBL 0OOpaTuiIa
BHUMAaHMeE Ha HOBOTO rocTs. CTpaHHO, OH CTOST aOCOTIOTHO HEMOOBUXKHO. Kak BKomaHHHIN. U
HACTOPOXKEHHO CJIeNUIT 3a OKpYyxKatomuMu. Kak conpmaT. BEIo B €ro 1mo3e HEYTO TaKOe, YTO BEI3BAJIO
y Mer BoniHeHHe.

- /1 MHOTO N1IeT HUYeTo He crbiana 00 Anekce Makiayze, - C XMyphIM BUIOM 3aMeTusa Mer.
- 41 ToxXKe, - OTKIMKHYNach Jnmu3abeT. - CTpaHHO, ITpaBaa?
- OueHsb CTpaHHO. - Mer Bcerga yBieKaau 3aragku.

IxxeMu 3aMeTHI Mer, YIbIOHYJICS ¥ HAllPaBUJICS B €€ CTOPOHY. MyKuKHa, CTOSIBIIAY PSIAOM C HUM,
o0epHyJcs, u Mer IpoH3MIIa iorafgka, KOrfa OHa yBUfela CHadasa CTPOruil npoduss, a ele yepes
MT'HOBEHHE - KpacuBoe JIAL0. Y Mer nmepexBaTUiio AblxaHue. [IpOH3UTeNbHBIN B3TJIA[ FONTyObIX Ti1a3
IIPUTBO3OUII €€ K IO0JIy.

Ceppue ymaso B ISATKU. JTOT JIEASHOU B3TJISAT OHA Y3HAET IOBCIOAY. JTO OH, €€ CIIaCUTEIb.

OHa mornkHa OblTIa Cpa3y y3HATh 3aKaleHHYI0 B 6uTBax Gurypy. [IpaBma, ceituac OH BEITJIALEN
coBceM gpyruM. Ho OpuThke U CTpuKKa He CMOTJIU CyL[eCTBEHHO U3MEHUTHL YeJloBeKa, o0pas
KOTOPOTO 3aHSJI BCce ee MeuThl. be3 00poabl MyKCKasl KpacoTa 1ulla nprobperna eirne 6onbliee
coBepIIEHCTBO. Ero 4epTh coueTany B cebe U3SIIIECTBO TUHUM CEBEPHBIX TPEeJKOB MakaynoB u
CYPOBYIO MyKeCTBEHHOCTb KeJIbTOB. 3aropesias OpOH30Bas K0xa IOATBEpKAaNa, YTO OH MHOTO
BPEMEHU IIPOBOOUT IOJ MalsAIuM CONTHIeM. Mer MOMHUTIAa 9TH BEICOKUE CKYJIBL ¥ KBaPATHYIO
yemocThb. Celidac, IpU OTCYTCTBUY OOPOMLI, OHa 3aMeTuJia HeOObIIyI0 IMOUKY Ha TOA00POAKE 1
HerIyOOKYe IIpaMbl Ha HOCY U IleKax. 3aMeTHBIH IpaM IiepeceKal ero JieBylo OpoBb, IpHUaaBas JIUIy
CYpPOBHIU BUI.

Mer ynuBIE€HHO OTMETHIIA, YTO er0 BOJIOCH 0Ka3a/luCh HAMHOTO CBeTJiee, YeM I0Ka3ajioCh el Toraa B
necy. Kasanocs, 4To Hafi ero TOJI0BOM CHSIeT 30JI0TOM HUMO, XOTS B 9TOM YeJIOBEKE HUYETO
AHTeILCKOr0 He OBLIO.

CypoBoe BrIpaxKeHue nuila cMyTuno Mer. Ero B3risy CKOMB3HY 10 HEl, He y3HaBasi. TeHb
COMHEHMA 3aKpajach B r0JI0By Mer. 310 OH... He TaK J1u?

[TpoknsaTue, nogyman Anekc. JTo OHa.

KeHIIIMHA, 0 KOTOPO# 6e3 ocTaHOBKM roBopu’ [Ixkelimu Kemnbenn, «ero Mer», Ovlsia TOM CaMOH,
KOTOPYIO AJIeKC Tereph HUKAK He MOT 3a0bITh. EMy ClieoBao MPUUTH B IPOCTh OT 3TOM BCTPEYH.
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Ecnu oHa y3Hasa ero, To OGHUM HEOCTOPOXKHBIM CJIOBOM, 0COOEHHO C [I2KeWMu, MOXKET Pa3pyIIUTh
TIATEIbHO ITPOAYMAaHHbIN TJIaH U 3aTPYAHUTE ero 3afady. Ho Alekc He 4yBCTBOBaJ SIPOCTH. Ecnu
Obl OH He ObIJT TAKMM BEPHBIM [OJITY ¥ COCPEIOTOYEHHBIM Ha CBOEM 3aflaHWM, eMy Haxe ObLT0 Obl
IPUSTHO.

[To-BUOMMOMY, €T0 TeJI0 UCLUUIIIMHNPOBAHHOCTHIO HE OTINYaJIOCh U MOMEHTaIbHO 0TpearupoBaso
Ha ee npucyTcTBUe. OH IOYyBCTBOBAJ TaKOe XK€ CUJIbHOe BlleueHNe, KaK U Toraa B j1ecy. CTpaHHO.
OHa He IIpUHAaAJeX)ana K TOMy TUIY JXKeHIIKUH, KOTOphble pa3XKuUraau cTpactb. Ho UMeHHO 3TO OH U
yyBCcTBOBaJ. ['pyboe, HeoOy3naHHOe XkennaHue. 2KelaHue, KOTOPOe He OTIYCKaJo ero 1 CXKUMaJsio Bce
BHYTpH.

OHa BRITTISIeNIa TENlEPh COBCEM HMHAaye, HO 3TO HeyauBUTeNIbHO. Korfja OH BUET ee B JIeCy, OfeXa Ha
Hel MPOMOKJIa 1o HUTKM. Celidac BMECTO IIPOCTOT0 aprceia Ha Hell ObIT IBIIIHEIM Hapsi, XOTs
O7emHO-KeNThIH 1[BET IIaThd He IIOAXOOUI K ee II0pa3uTesIbHO 01eHON KoXKe. ATTeKC IPUCMOTPEIICS
BHUMarTesbHee. [la ¥ caMo IiaThe 6ecPOopMEHHEIM MEIITKOM BUCEJIO0 Ha U3SIIHON Qurype.

Ee BosOCHI 0OKa3aluch CBeTNIee, YeM €My IT0Ka3asoch TOTfia B jiecy. BMecTo Toro 4ToObl pacIyCTUTh
ux cBOOOOHO IO IIJleyaM, oHa coOpaa Tyrou y3el Ha 3aTwUiKe. Ho mepemMeHa B ofieK[ie U Ipudecke
Oblyia He TJIaBHEIM. Y Hee U3MEHUJIOCH BhIpaXKeHue NUla. B3rysa, yCcTpeMIIeHHH B €70 CTOPOHY, OBLI
CEepbe3HBIM U He UMeJl HUYero o0IIero ¢ TOM paHWMOM JIeCHOU HUMOH.

U Bce ke AneKc He COMHEBAJICS: 9TO OblJla KMEHHO Ta OEBYIIKaA. Ol"pOMHbIe 3€JIEHEIE I'JIa3d Ha
KPOIIIEYHOM JINII€ OH Y3Hall 6e3omuboyHo. Mx B3TJIA0bI BCTPETUIINCD, ¥ OH ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KadkK II0
TeJly PaCTeKaeTCA TEIINO.

OH OBICTPO OTBeJ B3TJISAA, HO yCIEJ 3aMETUTh ee U3yMJieHue, Korga OHa y3Hajla ero. A BOT 3TO yXke
npo6neMa. Ecru cTaHeT u3BECTHO, YTO HECKOJIbKO OHEH Hal3aj OH OB TakK O/IM3K0 K 0CTPOBY CKaii,
MOT'YT BO3HUKHYTbH BOIIPOCHL. AJIEKCY 9TO COBCEM HU K yeMy. OH HUKOMY He II03BOJIAT IIOMeIlaTh eMY.
Tem Goree KakoM-TO KPOIIeUHOU HeByIKe. M He BaKHO, HACKOJIBKO CUJIbHO OHa B30ymopazkuia ero
KPOBb.

Anekc OB TIOCTIaH KO [ABOPY IO IOPYy4YeHUI0 cBoero 6paTa Popu u Ipyrux npemBoguTesiei KJ1aHOB.
[TostBUJICS CTTyX O ITIOBTOPHOM IIOTIHITKE KOPOJIST KOJIOHM3UPOBATh OCTPOB JILIONC KUTENIMU
paBHUHHOM YacTu [lloTmanguu, u Amekcy OBLIO TIOPYYEHO pa3y3HaTh 00 3ToM. KOJTOHUCTOB yxKe
OOHAXK[Bl OTTECHUIM C OCTPoBa. Celfuac emMHCTBEHHA 1e/ib AJleKca 3aK/o4danach B TOM, YTOOH
yOeouThCs, YTO U 9Ta MOIIBITKA, ECIIM TaKOBas BCe e OyaeT MpeanpuHsITa, IPOBaIUTCS.

KOpOJ’Ib XO0TeJI BEITECHUTE I'OPIIEB C UX 3€MEJIb, IIOTOMY 9YTO CHMUTAJI TOPHYIO [ToTnaHmuio KICTOYHUKOM
HEeCMETHBIX 601"aTCTB, C ITOMOIIBIO KOTOPHBIX MOZKHO HAIIOJIHUTh HEHACBITHYIO KOPOJIEBCKYIO KAa3HY.
BEI10 M3MaH0 HECKOIBKO 3aKOHOB, YTOOBI JTUIITUTD KJIAHEI 3eMeJib, KOTOPBEIMH OHHU BJlaf€J/In COTHH JIET.

Bo MHOTrUX OTHOIIEHUSX Cyabba ocTpoBa JIbtouc Ovlzia 3HAKOBOM [I7151 OCTaIbHEIX OCTPOBOB. Popu u
OpyTHe IPeIBONUTENN KIIaHOB IOHUMAJH, 9YTO €CJIM KOPOJII0 YOACTCS KOJIOHU3UPOBaTh JIbIOuC, TO U
uX 3eMyiu OyJeT 0XuUaaTh Mogo0Has y4acTh.

Y Asnekca ObLIXA TAYHELIE MOTUBEL.

3Has, 4TO MPeCTaBUTENIM PaBHUHHOM YacTu IlloTnauouu npu gBope OYOYyT C MONO3pEeHUEM
OTHOCHTHCS K JTI060MY TOpily B CBOEM OKPYKeHUHU, OBIJIO pellleHo OTHanuTh Anekca oT Popu,
BOCIIOJTb30BABIIUCH CITyXaMHU O ccope Mexkay 6paTtbsiMu. OTCyTCTBUE AJleKCa II0C/IeHIEe HECKOIbKO
71eT OBIIIO MOTIOJTHUTENIBHEIM KO3LIPEM U 00BSICHSIJIO €T0 HEIHEIIHEE TIOSIBIIEHNE IIPU IBOPE.
[TpUTBOPUBIIKNCHL HAEMHUKOM, KOTOPHIM HEJABHO BEPHYJICS IIOCTIE CPaXKeHUs C 0OTOOPHBIMU
VPJIaHACKUMU BOMHAMMU II0[ IIPEeABOAUTEIbCTBOM 3HaMeHUTOro O'Hurma, Aslekc Hagesics MOoIy4YuTh
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I/IH(l)OpMaU;I/II-O OT TeX, KTO MOT OLITh HaHST IJ1S 3allUTHL KOJIOHUCTOB Ha JIniouce.

Takum o6pa3oM, y Anekca Obll IaHC, cOOpaB HyKHbIE CBefleHNs, HAaHECTHU yIap 10 KOPOJIEBCKUM
IIaHaM. M oH He mmogBemerT.

Mer MakKMHHOH MOXKET YCJIOXKHUTH ero 3afgayy. OKa3biBaeTCs, OHA O/IM3Ka K OMHOMY U3 TEX, ¥ KO0
OH cobupa’cs Mmony4yuTsh uHGopmarwmio, - [xeitmu Kemnbenmy, Ky3eHy 1 mpaBoi pyke Apraina.
Ecnu cymuiecTByeT IyiaH KOJOHU3aIuy JIblonca, TO MOXKHO C YBEPEHHOCTHIO YTBEPXKAaTh, UTO Apraun
3HaeT 00 sToM. 2KafiHbIN yOII000K, HECOMHEHHO, 3aMelllaH B 3TOM.

[ToppyxkuTthcs ¢ [IKeUMU CTalo OCHOBHEIM ITYHKTOM IjtaHa Ajiekca. X0Tsl CIIpaBedIuBOCTH pagu
HaJ0 IIPU3HATh, YTO C TEX 0P, KaK OHM BCTPEYalInCh IIOCIemHNAM pa3, [xKerMu nameHuncs. Cran
xkecTtye. Ero ObIJIO TPYIHO OMypauyuTh. AlleKC IIOHUMAJI, ToueMy Apraiii cTas 1mojaraThCs Ha CBOETO
MOJIOZOTO Ky3€eHa B BOIIpOCax IPOBENeHUS COMHUTEILHOY NOMUTUKY B ropHou [lloTnanguun. [To3op,
nmomyMan Anekc. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO OH OBINT cTapiie [I)KelMu Ha BOCEMb JIET, MY BCETIa HPaBUIICS
3TOT mapeHb. Ho uHTepeck Anekca U3MEHUIKUCh, ¥ Telepb OH ¥ MoJiomo KcMmbesn oka3amuch o
pas3HBle CTOPOHH Gappukap. JIydine, KOHeYHO, ecnu [xeiMu 06 3TOM He y3HaeT. Meiciu Aylekca
CHOBa BEPHYJIUCH K [EBYIIKE.

«He packpsiBait ce0si». [Ipenynpexnenre 6paTa o ToM, YTOOB OH HUKOMY He TOBOPHJI O CBOEH
moe3gKe Ha ocTpoB CKal, IPofoKamo MyunTs Anekca. Ho OH Bce paBHO He XKaJjlell, 4YTO IIPUIIe
[eBYIIKe Ha IIOMOILb, faxe eCJId 3TO 3aTPYNHSAJIO BHIIOHEHNE 3afadu. EMy, BUIUMO, IPUAETCS
yOemuTh ee, 94TO OHa o603Hasack. M cuenaTh 9TO HAJO celiyac, moKa OHa ellle IpebhBaeT B
YIUBJIEHUMN.

Anexkc BmecTe ¢ [IxkeliMu Impomen 4epel3 3aJl Tyda, I'ie BMECTE C CGCTpOﬁ Ixerimu, JIu33u, cTosina
AJEBYIIIKA. [Toka onu 1nu, Anekc YYBCTBOBAJI Ha cebe ee l'[pOHSI/ITeJ'IBHBII;I I/I3y‘-IaIOU.II/Iﬁ B3TJIsA[.
CpemnaB BUf, 9TO HE Y3HaA€ET IEeBYIIKY, Anexc TeM He MeHee TOXe CBEPIJINII €€ B3rjigaoM B HaJezxKae
CMYTUTE. Ho ee 3T0, m0X02Xe, HUCKOJIBKO «€ BOJTHOBAJIO.

OueBunHO, Mer MakKMHHOH He MIPUBHIKIJIA OTCTYIaTh. Ho Anekc He cnuuikoM Oecrokousncs. OH
yMmeeT ObITh yOemuTenbHEIM. OueHb YOequTeNlbHBIM. AJIeKC IIPHUIal JINIY CYpOBOe BEIpaXKeHUe,
CTapasiCh COCPeOOTOUYMUTLCS Ha CTOAIIE! Ilepel HUM 3afiade, a He Ha KPOIIEeYHOM JIAIE AEBYIIKHU.

YeMm On1uKe OH ITOOXOMUTI, TEM OCTPEE YYBCTBOBAJ €€ HAaCTOPOKEHHOCTh. AJIEKC yKe IIPUBHIK, YTO €T0
BHYIINTEJIbHAS BHEIIHOCTH BHI3BIBAET HEKOTOPHIN UCIYT Y IEBYIIEK, a y 9TOM ObIIO0 ellle OombIie
IPUYHUH omnacaThcsa ero. OHa BUfela ero B CpakeHuu. Y Hero He ObIJIO MBEICTIH HaIyraTh ee, HO AJieKC
TIOHMMaJI, YTO HEKOTOpasi OCTOPOKHOCTD C ee CTOPOHE! OyIeT eMy TOJIbKO Ha PyKy. Bo3MoXHO, B
TAKOM COCTOSTHUM OHa OyZIeT MeHbIlle JOBEPSITh CBOEH MaMsATH.

Korga Amekc oka3asics mpsMo Mepeq OeBYLUIKOH, OH IOHSJI, YTO POCTOM OHA ellle MeHbIIe, YeM OH
npenmnosaran. OHa faXxe [0 TJieYa eMy He focTaBaja. [1of XKeCTKUM KOpCaxkeM U MHOTOCJIOMHBIMHU
100KaM¥ CKpHIBAJIach KporreuHas gurypka. OHa Ka3alach TPOCTUHKOHN, KOTOPAsi MOTJIa CJIOMAaThCs.
Ho Anexkc 3Ha, 4TO 9Ta XPyNKOCTh 0OMaH4¥MBa, IIOTOMY YTO BHMEJ, KaK MyKEeCTBEHHO BeJla OHa cels
B JIeCy.

OH mopyMalt, 4To ee Tajaus Morjya Obl YMECTUTHCS Yy HETO B pyKax, U eMy CPOYHO 3aX0TeJ0Ch
TpoBepuThb 3T0. OH XKaxkgana 00XBaTUTh MO30JIMCTHIMU JIAJOHSIMHU MSATKYIO IIIEIKOBUCTYIO KOXY €€
Tanuu u 6egep, IPUMONHSTE €€ H...

Anexkc Coepzall CTOH. Mosareckui 06pa3 KHU3HHU, O4YEBHUOHO, OKa3aJl Ha HEero BijIndHNeEe, 3aCTaBJIsAd
OTBJIEKATBCSA OT MHOTHUX yTEX.
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B roHOCTM OH OBLT HEHACHITeH. Ho, KaK ¥ MHOTOe Apyroe B ero 0eCreyHo# IHOCTH, PETyIsPHEIEe
Pas3BlIeYeHUS C OeBYIIKAMH BCETOa OTXOOUIIH Ha BTOPOU IJIaH, YCTYIas MeCTO XOJIOTHOMN
PeINUTEeILHOCTH B OCTHXKEHUH IeJid. BpeMeHH Ha BCce 0CTaJbHOe 0CTaBaI0Ch Majio. Y Hero 04eHb
[OJT0 He OBIJIO XKEHIIKUHBI, II03TOMY TOHKUH 3alax Po3, KOTOPHIY HCTOYAJId ee BOJIOCH, TBOPUJI C HUM
HEBEPOSITHHIE BEIITH.

I>Ke¥MU IPUCTYIIUT K IIlePEMOHUY 3HAaKOMCTBa. [1ociie CTONTbKUX JIET XKU3HU - B CYIITHOCTH, B HUILIETE
u 0e3 KPHIIIK Haf T'0JIOBOM - Anekca Oecuy MPUABOPHAS MHIITHOCTD U IIEPEMOHUHU, @ U3LICKAHHOCTD
MaHep Ka3asiach Hejemnou. EMy He X0Telnoch HaX0OuThCs 30eck. Ho y Hero OBII0 3agaHue, 03TOMY
IPUAETCS Ha BpeMs 3a0BITh O CBOEH HEMPUSI3HU KO OBODPY.

Arnexkc no-npexXHeMy 4yBCTBOBal Ha ceOe ee B3rian. OHa cTapanach, He 04eHb YMeJlo, 3aCTaBUTh €r0
B3TJISHYTh B ee CTOPOHY. [IOHATHO, YTO ee pa3fpaxajo OTCYyTCTBUE PeaKLUU C er0 CTOPOHHL.
Kpaemkom riasa Anekc Bupen ee nonxatsle ryoel. OHa Obls1a cOUTa C TOJKY, HO IIPU 9TOM TaK
o4YapoBaTesibHa, YTO AJIEKC efjBa He pacCMesiyiCs.

Korpa ux mpepncTaBunu Opyr OPYry u Anekc OblT BRIHYXKIEH B3T/ISTHYTh B €6 CTOPOHY, Mer, TTsaas eMy
IIPSIMO B I'J1a3a, PEIKUTEILHO IIPOU3Heca:

- MuI BCTpeyanuch npexme.

Ee oTKpoBeHHOCTH opa3uiia Anekca. OH HUKaK He MpeArnosiarall, 4YTo JaMaM Ipu OBOpe
CBOMCTBEHHA TaKas 4epTa, TeM Oojee MOJIOOM fieByIIKe. KpoMe TOTo, B € T'0JIOCe CIIBIIIAJICS BHI30B.
Anekc OIeHHUJI 3TO, YYUTEIBAS, UTO €# MIPUIIOCh MTOOHATh HOO00PO0K, YTOOH IIPOCTO B3TJISIHYTH Ha
Hero. Brsio B 9TOM 4TO-TO 3a0aBHOE.

- YOuBUTENBHO, YTO BE IOMHHUTE, - OTBETHII OH. - BBl OBIITH TOrMa coBCceM peOeHKOM, KOraa s
IIOCTIeIHUM pa3 mpuesxan B [JaHKUH.

OHa HaxMypuiIachk, MexXny OpOBSIMU ITOSIBUIACh O4apoBaTe/IbHAS MOPIIUHKA.
- Ho aTo 6mn1110...
- ITpusaTHo BumeTh TeOs CHOBa, JIn33u, - mepedun ee Anekc, oOpalrasch K cectpe JIxKenMu.

BemHas meByIlIKa ITOKpacHesa C TOJIOBH 10 IST ¥ TPo0opMOoTasia YTo-TO HeBHSITHOe. Bugumo,
9nu3abet Kemnbent He pacTepsiyia CBOeM CKPOMHOCTH, KOTOPYIO AJIeKC IIOMHWUII eIlle C TeX Iop,
KOI'la OHa Obllla MaJIeHLKOU NEeBOYKOH.

I>kelMu, BEPOSITHO, 3aMeTHJI CMYyIlleHre Mer oT Takoro oOpalneHus Anekca K 9nu3abeT, IoTOMYy 4TO
TYT 2Ke [aJl CBOU MOSICHEHHUS:

- Anekc ¢ 6paToM BOCIUTHEIBAIMCh BMECTE C HaAlllUM Ky3eHOM ApraiioM. Mb ¢ cecTpoil B I0HOCTH
IIPOBOOUIIM MHOTO BpEMEeHH B 3aMKe MHBepepH, Kak u cecTpa Anekca, ®mopa.

- Ecnu g mpaBUIbHO TIOMHIO, - oOpaTuiics K JIu33u Arnekc, - Bbl ¢ ®10poi BEYHO IyTaIUCh IO
HoraMmu. Hocunuch nosciofy, monagas BO BCIKUE MepPefesKu. - AJeKC yCMeXHYJICS, BCIIOMUAHAs
PSIIOM CO CBOEM CBOEHPABHOM U OECIIOKOMHOM CeCTPOM MpenecTHOro pebeHKa ¢ BOJI0CaMu
comoMeHHOro 11BeTa. OH MOHS, KaK JaBHO He Buaen ®nopy. UHTepeCcHO, OHa, HAaBEPHOE, CTalla
KpacaBuIled. Anekc Hafessics Ha 9To. C ee XapaKTepoM el IIPoCTo HeoOX0quMo ObII0 OLITH
KpacaBuilei. JIn33u mo-nmpexxHeMy Obljla XOPOLIEHBKOM, IIPH 3TOM ee KpacoTa He Gpocajach B riasa.
CoBceM Kak y ee MOOPYTH...
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- ®nopa? - nmepecmnpocuna Mer.

- Mog Mmagmas cectpa. - AJIeKC yBUel YIUBJIeHUE Ha Jule Mer u nnosgcHuil: - [locne cmepTy oTUa
OHa XwuJjla ¢ Moei Mauexol, [IxkeHeT Kemnbenn, TeTerr Apraunna.

- Torpa Baiiia cectpa...

- Toxke Ky3uHa Apraiinna, - 3aKoH4YuUJ 3a Hee Anekc. OH caM efiBa IIOMHUJI 00 9TOM.

- CKOJIbKO XK€ JIeT mpoIio, JIu33u? - o0paTuiics oH K Inu3aber.

- B-Oomnee n-maTHamUATH. - Mu3a0eT CHOBa Hayasla 3auKaThCs, MIEKU BCIIBIXHYIM PYMSHIIEM.

Mer HaKOHeIl 0TOPBaJia CBOM B3TJISAK OT AJlleKca ¥ OTOPYEHHO IIOCMOTPEJa Ha CBOIO moApyry. [ToTom
CHOBa TlepeBeia B3I Ha AJleKca, CIIOBHO IBITAIach IIOHSAThH €0 PeakIuio. AJIeKC OYyBCTBOBAT
pacTyuiee pa3npaxeHue. Heyxenu oHa XKjaia, YTO OH 3aCMEETCS?

2Kmana, BHE3AIIHO OCEHUJIO ero. 3Has 3/Ible IPHUOBOPHEIE S3BIKH, OH IIPENCTABHUII, YTO 3TO OblIa
TUNWYHAS Peaklys Ha 3auKaHue Jnu3aberT.

- IIaTHAmUmaTh TET Ha3afd? - mepecmopocuia Mer. - Th meicTBUTENbHO OblIa pebenkoM, dnu3aberT. -
Ona noBepHyJach K AIEKCY, yCTPEMUB Ha HETo B3TJIA[ OTPOMHEIX 3eJIeHHIX I'1a3. Pe3ymbpTaT OBl
MTrHOBEeHHBIM. OH TOHYJI B X CBETAIIENUCS U3YMPYOHOU IIyOrHe. BOMU3u Aekc 0TMETH, 4TO y Hee
IIOYTH IIpo3payHas Koxka U NYMKCThle PEeCHULLL. Y HEro MOsIBUTIOCh OCTPOE KeJlaHKe IPUKOCHYThCS
K Hell.

- B TakoM ciy4yae Bb HemaBHO IPHUOLUTM B XONMUPYH, I9PH Makayn? - mpepBajia ero MeICIu Mer.

HecMmoTpst Ha BpeMeHHOe OlielleHeHue, 0T AjleKca He YCKOJIb3HYJIO, C KaKOU JIETKOCThI0O Mer B3sd1a
Oeceqy mop CBOM KOHTPOJIb, CIIacas MOAPYTY OT HaabHEWIIero 3aMeraTeabcTa. Ha nuile [IxedMmu
TIOSIBUJIOCH €IBa IIPUKpPHITOe oOoxkauue. Hy 4To xk, JIn33u Halta cefe 3alUMTHUKA, @ eMy Hafo
cocpemoTouuThcs Ha JIxkenimu Kemnbene, a He Ha Mer MakKMHHOH. Y Hero HEeT BpeMeHHU
OTBJIEKATbCS Ha [EBYIIKY, KakK OBl 3aMaHYKUBO 3TO HU OBIIIO.

- { mpuexan TOIBKO BYEpPa, - KUBHYJI AJIEKC.
- Otkypa? - He orcraBana Mer. - C octpoBa Ckau?

- Hert. - CypoBtiit rooc Anekca OblT TPpHU3BaH IPeOyNpeauTh BCe APyrue BOmpock. Ho BeposSTHO, OH
IIPO3ByYaJl XKeCT4e, YeM XOTEeJIOCh, IIOTOMY YTO Mer He3aMeTHO Celalia LIar Ha3af. - A Bbl, TOCI0XKa
MaxkKVHHOH, - TOH AlleKCa HEMHOTI'0 CMSTYHIICS, - JABHO IIPHU ABOpE?

AJ'IeKCy IIOKa3aJIOCh, YTO OHa He X0TeJla OTBE€4YaTh, HO IIOTOM IIepenyMalia.
- Bcero nBe Hepenu.

IxxeliMH, KOTOPOMY, OUEBUIHO, HEe TIOHPABUIIOCH, YTO Oeceqa mpuoOdpeTaeT YacTHEIM XapaKTep,
nogoien K Mer u B3sJ1 ee 3a PYKY.

- Mer u ee BOUHEI IIOOBEPTIJINCh HAIlaAE€HHUIO II0 JOPOre KO OBOPY, - ITIOACHHUIT OH.
Amnekc B IIPUTBOPHOM YOUBJIEHUHU ITOOHSII 6pOBB:

- Kakou yxac! Hagerocs, BaM He IPUYUHUIIY Bpepa?
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Mer onsTh IOCMOTpEJIA EMY NIPSIMO B TJ1a3a. AJIeKC OBUT BOCXUILEH ee CUJION AyXa.

- Co MHOI1 BCe B NOPSZIKE, HO IIECTh YeJI0BEK M3 OTIIOBCKOTO OTPsAa YOUTEl, MaTh YOAPHUIIU II0
ronose. OHu OBl yOUITM HAC, HO HAM HeCKa3aHHO MOBe3J10. Hac cnac TauHCTBEHHBIN OTPSIT BOMHOB.

- [leCTBUTENBHO ITOBE3TI0, - cornacuscs Anekc. Ee B3rngg He mpedBelan HUYero Xopomero. Ajmekc
Hanpsarcs. OHa co6upanachk YTO-TO CKa3arThb...

- Kak H1 CTPAaHHO, - Ha4daJla Mer, y'J'IBI6aHCB, - UX IIPpEOBOOUTEIIb YOIUBUTEIIBHO ITIOX02XK Ha Bac.

[TpoknsaTue. Anekc He3aMe[JIUTeIbHO IPUKPHLI BCIBIIIKY T'HEBa CMEIIIKOM, KakK OyATO OHa CKa3aa
YTO-TO YOUBUTEJNIBHO CMelIHoe. HO OT Hero He yCKOIb3HYJIO TO, C KAKUM UHTEPECOM OTpearupoBas Ha
ee cioBa [IxKeiMH.

- MHe GBI OYEHB XOTEJI0Ch IIPUIINCATH 3TOT IMOABUT ce6e, rocmoxa MakKWHHOH, HO, 60]EOCB, BEI
omubauck. He 3P4 BeIb TOBOPST, YTO BCE MBI, BAPBAPHI, IIOX02KKW OPYT Ha ApPYyTa.

Ona He 3acMesnacs, HaO60p0T, elle IIprucCTajJibHee ITIOCMOTPEJIa Ha HEroO. IIxxenMu HaXMYPHIICA,
Amekc moHs, YTO Haflo CKOpee 4TO-TO IMPpHUOyMaTh. BHe3arHo ero oceHuno.

- CKopee Bcero, 3To Mor OBITh MO OpaT. MBI ¢ HUM 04eHb [TI0X0XKY, IpaBfaa, [Ixeumu?

[IKelMU MOCMOTpEJ Ha HEro [OJITMM B3TJIIIOM U HaKOHeIl KUBHYJ. Ho AneKc MOHA, 4TO ero CJI0Ba
IIPO3By4Yanu HeyOeouTeNbHO U [[2KelMU 4To-TO 3anono3pui. Hamo Bectu cebsi 0UeHb OCTOPOXKHO,
nogyma Aekc.

- lla, HaBepHOE, TadK 1 051710, - cornacunachk Mer, Ho AnieKc ObLI Yﬁe}KJIeH, 4YTO OHa eMYy He II0OBepHJjia.

- 9tu O6poxsaru coBceM oOHarnenu! - Y [[keliMu IOTeMHeJIO IUL0, U Ha MTHOBEHUE Ilepeql AJIeKCOM
IIPefCcTa XKEeCTOKUN, MCTUTEIbHEIN YeI0BEK, KakuM [[2KelMH, BO3MOXKHO, CTAaHET B OyOyIIeM. -
YrpoxarmT HeBUHHEIM XeHIIMHaM! ¢l IepesioBIIio UX BCeX 0O €OUHOI0 U 3aCTaBII0 OTBETUTH 3a BCe.

Anekc ¢ TPYOOM COEPXKHUBAII ce0bs. «TBou KYy3€H yZXKe JeJlaeT 3TO0», - XO0TeJIOCb eMYy CKd3aTk.

- Brl monro mpoOymeTe 3mech, mopa Makmnayn? - Mer petmnuna 0oJbllle He BRISICHSITh, KTO OH TaKOW, U
Amnekc Io4yBCTBOBaJI 00ieryeHue.

- Het, HE gomro, - HWCKPEHHE OTBETHUII OH. Kaxk Tompko Y3HaeT TO, 3a4eM IIpuexall, OH HEMEOJIEHHO
yeneT. - A Hageroch 6BICTpO 3aKOHYHUTH CBOHU [eEJia.

- Brl mpuexanu crofa o IOPy4YeHuI0 CBoero 6paTa? - BAPYT cripocuia Mer.

[Topa3uTenbHO HAaCTOMYMBAS AeBYINKa. Ecu OBl OH He 37TUJICS Ha Hee, TO MOT OBl IT0arI0qupPOBaTh.
Ho 3a opuH meHb OHa yKe HECKOJIbKO Pa3 [IofBeprayia ero 0OnacHOCTH pa300IadeHusl.

- HeT, - TonmbKO 1 CKa3an el AJekc.
- Anekc - BouH, - nosicaun [Ixkeumu. - OH HelaBHO BepHYJICcA u3 Mcnanuu u OnaHgpuu.

['masa Mer pacmupuauch OT YOUBIEHUS, U ANIeKC yKe Ipefronaras, Kakoil OygeT ee peaklus Ha 3TU
cnoBa. B rimy0OuHe riia3 MeIbKHYJIO pa3odapoBaHue. Ho ria3a y Hee mpeKpacHiele. HOBOCTE 0 TOM, 4TO
OH HaeMHBIU BOMH, CHejaja To, 94ero He yganock Anekcy. Y Mer 6ombize He 05110 BonpocoB. OHa
IIepeKIII0YMIia CBOe BHUMaHue Ha [[KenuMu.
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Camoe BpeMst ObII0 B3OOXHYTH ¢ 061eryenueM. Ho korpa, yxonsi, Mer CKOJIb3HYJIa II0 HEMY B3TJISIAOM
C e[]Ba CKPLIBaeMbIM COXKajeHneM, AJIEKC, B CBOIO 0Yepe[b, OYTH [T0XKaJIeN, YTO Py Oejia eMy
IIPUIIIOCH TIOUTH Ha XUTPOCTE.

I'maBa 3

Cnenmyrouiuii Beuep, Kak, BIPOYEM, ¥ BCe MIPeIbIAyINKe 3a I0CIeqHIe OBe Hemeau, Mer ImpoBoguia
pu gBope. Ho ceromus miis Hee Bce OBITIO 3[ech Mo-apyromy. Temeps 3meck O 0H. K coxkalleHuIo,
ero IMPUCYTCTBUE OBITI0 3aMeYeHO He TOJIBKO Mer.

OHa, U3BUHUBIINUCE, OTHEIUIIACh OT KPY2KKa KEHIUH U HallpaBUlach K OKHY, BEIXOAUBIIEMY B caf C
po3aMu, HaflesiCh, UTO CBEKUY BO3AYX IPUBELET MEICIIU B OPANOK. He ycnen oH NOsIBUTHCS NIpU
IIBOpE, a ey yXKe BCe YIIU IPOoXKYXKxKasu po Anekca Makiaypga. [laxke ecnu OBl OHa XOTeJIa ero
3a0BITh, 3TO GBIJIO HEBO3MOXKHO.

Mer moHsi1a, 4TO 0OJIbIIIE BCETO XKEHCKOe 00IIEeCTBO MPH [ABOPE JI00UIIO MOCIIETHUYATh HE IMTPOCTO O
KPaCHUBBIX MYKUYMHAX, @ 0 KDACUBBEIX HEKEHATHIX My)k4uHax. [[06aBUTh clofa rpy6oBaToi
MY2KeCTBEHHOCTH Ioplla, HEMHOTO 3alPeTHOT0, KalelIbKy TAMHCTBEHHOCTH, ¥ 00bEKT CTAHOBUTCS
abcoimoTHO HeoTpa3uM. [loaTomy mosiBnenue Anekca B X0IUPYOe CTaI0 HACTOSINEN CeHcalre.

HpI/I OBOPE XOOUJIK CaMBI€ PA3HEIE CIIYXU O IIPUYHHE €TI0 IIOSABJIIEHNA 30€eCh. MHorue maMbl
HaesdaInChb, 4YTO OH IIPpHeXaJl UCKAThb cebe XKEeHy. Mer He X0T€I0Ch Pa3049apOBLEIBATh HX. Oun CKOpoO
BC€ Yy3HAIOT CaMH.

OH HaeMHBIN BOMH, KOTOpPHI uieT cebe paboTy. YenoBek 6e3 npuBsi3aHHOCTEN. Mer He XOTeN0Ch
BEpPUTH B 3T0. [10 ee MHeHUIO, nyulre Obl OH OBIJT U3rHAHHUKOM. [10 KpaiitHel Mepe Torga OBl OHa
TIOBEPUJIA, YTO OH YeJIOBEeK NMPUHIUIIOB, OOPIOMIUICS 3a TO, BO YTO BEPUT. A €CJIi OH IIPOJAeT CBOe
MCKYCCTBO BOMHA TOMY, KTO OO0JIbIlle 3aIlJIaTUT, TO 3TO MIO30PHBIM IIITHOM JIEXKHUT Ha ero CBePKaloIeM
OPYKHH.

Y10 Xe UMEHHO TaK 3auHTPUT0BaJIo ee B Aniekce Makmnaypge? UTo 0 CUX IOp UHTPUTYET, HECMOTPS
Ha TO, YTO OHA y3Hasa 0 ero mpodeccuu?

Yke He OUH pa3 3a CETONHSMIHUI Beuep Mer moiiMasa ce0s Ha TOM, 4YTO 0€CCO3HATEIbHO UIET
Anekca B3rnsgoM. Haitu ero 661710 HeTpyaHO. Ero rosoBa Bo3BHIIIaach Hafl BCEMH OCTATbHBIMH,
KOITHA 30JI0THCTO-KAIITAaHOBHIX BOJIOC CHsJIA B IJIaMEHU CBedel. Ero BhIIesIM MIMPOKUe IJIeYd U
TEMHBIE OfIeKIbl, CHJIa ¥ MOIIb, KOTOPYIO OH M3JTy4Yas. Makmiay/ CUJIbHO OTJIMYAJCs OT BCeX
ITPUCYTCTBOBABIIKX, Ka3aJl0Ch, 3MeCh HET My paBHEIX. KpacuBoe u1io 66110 aBCOMIOTHO
HETIPOHHUIIAEMBIM,

OH He nmpuHaIeXkas K 3ToMy Kpyry. OH OB TOpIleM-BOMHOM Cpefy MPHUABOPHOIO JII0fa PAaBHUHHOM
yacTu. Ho 3TV pHUOBOPHEBIE IPOUTPHIBAJIKA eMy ITpU cpaBHeHUU. OH OB I0X0K Ha OTPOMHOT0
PBIKEBATO-KOPUYHEBOT'0 JIbBA CPENy MOPS PA30[eTHIX B IIEJIK IOMyTaeB.

BokpyT Hero TOINUIXCH faMbl, HO OH HUKOMY He yAensan 0co00ro BHUMaHUs, BKIodas Mer. 3a Bech
BEYED OH [jaxke He B3TJISIHYN Ha Hee. Ho ee 9T0 He 6ecmokouno. Huckonbko. OHa He coOupanach
KOHKYPHPOBAThb C HEHCCSIKAeMbIM ITOTOKOM KpacaBull, 6pocaBIINXCs K ero HoraM. Eif aToro He Hafo,
yb6exmana cebs Mer.

Ho ona nossna, uyto mKeT cebe, KOrga OH, OTKMHYB Ha3af T'0JIOBY, pACCMESICS CI0BaM CBOEM
cnytHULEL. OT ero yneliOku y Mer 3amepro cepaie. OHa XalHO BIUTHIBAJIA €T0 PafloCTh, KOTOPas
o3apsna 00B'YHO MpayHOoe JIULO0. JTy YILIOKYy Mer noMHUIIA C 0UeHb JTaBHUX BPeMeH, KOTfja OH B
nocnegHul pa3 Ol B [JaukuHe. HTEpPECHO, Ky[ja OHa ucYe3sa ¢ TexX mop?
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Heyxemnu 9T0 Tpex - OBITh B XOPOIIeM HaCTPOeHUK? Mer CKoCHa I71a3a, YTOOH YBUOETh Ty
CYACTJIMBYIO XKEHIIWHY, KOTOPas BRI3BajIa YIbIOKY Ha yuile Anekca, u Oblia TopakeHa. AJleKc
pa3roBapuBal C ee MaTepsblo.

[ToBepHYBIIKCH K OKHY, Mer mmoKayvaJsia rojoBoy u yiaeliOHymack. YeMy 31ech YOUBIATHCSA? Po3anuHy
MaxkKVHHOH OBlla HCKITIOYUTENIbHO KpacKBa U o0asiTeNlbHa. Bpsig mu Mer Moriia IpeTeHI0BaTh Ha
TaKy10 XapaKTePUCTHUKY, XOTS y Hee OBbIJIM MPUSTHEIE, laXke KpacuBbie B 00IIEIIPUHSATOM CMEICIIE,
YyepTHl ulia. Ho OHM SIBHO NIPOUTPHIBAJIA B CPAaBHEHUM C SIPKHMU YepTaMH JiMlla MaTepu. Mer Majo
yaessiiia BHUMaHUS CBOEM BHEIIHOCTH, €e 3TO He BOJIHOBaJI0. MaTh He pa3 MbITanack IPoOyauTh B
moyepu MHTEPEC K HapsigaM, MpuieckaM U IPYTUM XKeHCKuM InTydkaMm. Ho gaire Bcero y Mer mpocTo
He XBaTaJio Ha 9TO BpeMeHHU. YTo KacaeTcs o0asiHUsI, CBETCKOI'0 IIIapMa, TO ee Pe3Kue BhICKa3bIBaHUS
He OCTABJISINIA HafleXKObl Ha TO, YTO U3 Hee MOJIYYUTCS CBETCKas IbBUIA, 3aKOHOaTEIbHUIIA CaJIOHOB.

OTcyTCTBHE M3BICKAHHBIX MaHED HUKOTMA mpexae He 6ecrmokousio Mer. Ho Temeps oHa Obiia
CMylIeHa TeM, UTO 3TO TaK BOJIHYeT ee. Y Hee He 0Ka3ajioCh BpeMeHH, YTOOH! TOPAa3MEBIIUISITh Hafl
CBOMM HECOOTBETCTBHEM CBETCKOMY 3TaJIOHY.

- Mapraper, - yclbllllajsia OHa 3HaKOMBIY T'0JI0C, - TOCMOTPH, C KeM 5 X04Uy IT03HaKOMHUTh Tebs1. Hair
OoYapoBaTeNbHLIM cocel ¢ 0OCTpoBa CKawu.

Mer 0CTOPOKHO OTJISIHYJIaCh Yepes IJIeUo U YBUela CUSIOUIYI0O MaTh, TPOOKPABIIYIOCS K HEH.
CnermoM 3a Hel ¢ HEBO3MYTUMEIM JIMLIOM Ilefl Aniekc, Bce mpor301IIo Tak BHE3AIHO, UTO, K
COXKaJIEHUIO, TIPSITAThCS OBIIO yKe MO3THO.

OT Mer He yKpBIJICS yKac Ha JIHlle MaTepy, KOrfa OHa yBUAesa IjlaThe Jo4epu. Mer Tak U He
IIOHSJIA, YTO y2KaCHOT'0 B OpaHKeBOM 1iBeTe Hapsifa. OHa CTos1a, TOTOBAs IOABEPTHYTHCS IIBITKE,
IIOTOMY YTO MOTJIa TOJIbKO MPEeOCTaBUTh, YTO IIpUayMajia MaTh. [IpuCyTCTBHE IIPU OBOPE Kpacaslia
roplia, fia elre U3 COCENHEr0 MOIITHOT'0 KjIaHa, BEPOSITHO YK€ 3aCTABUIIO €e 3adyMaThCs O CBafieOHBIX
xjoniotax. Ho Mer He Moriia 0OBUHSTE MaTh 3a 671arvue HaMepeHus UK 3a ee BKYC B 3TOM BOITPOCE.
Pozanuan MakKMHHOH XKejajla foYepy CKa304YHOM cBafb0bl, corjlacHa Mer unu HeT. A B CKa3Ke
BCerpa IIPUCYTCTBYET KpacaBell IPUHII.

Mer B3[0XHYJla, CMUPHUBIINUCH C CyOb001. EC/i 9TO MOTJIO TIOCNTyKHUTh yTelleHneM, To AJIEKC,
TI0X0JKe, JKeJlajl 3TOM BCTpeuHu He 6oJbllle, YeM OHa. MTHTEpeCcHO, YTO CKa3ajia eMy MaTh, YTOOR
IIPUTAIIUTD €T0 clofa? Mer yxke Obllla TOTOBa IT0XKaleTh €ro, IOTOMY 4YTO 3Hasa, YTO 3HAYHUT IOMAaCTh
B XUTPOYMHEIE CeTH MaTepu. Kak TombKo Mer Bcepbe3 Havdasla UCKaTh cebe Myxka, Po3amuHp
MakKVHHOH BO3BBICHJIA POJIb CBAXM 10 HEMBICTIUMEIX BEICOT. Ho Mer Onlna yBepeHa, 4To AJekc
Makayn cMoXKeT 11o3a00TuThCs 0 cebe caM. [axe psiHOM C TaKUM [IOCTOMHBIM IMPOTUBHUKOM, KakK ee
MarTh.

Mer cnerka HakJI0HUJIa FOJIOBY, IIPUBETCTBYS AJieKca:
- JIapg Maknayg.

Ee rojoc mpo3Byd4aj CIIOKOMHO, XOTsI, II0 TIPaBfe I'OBOPSI, 3TOT YeJioBeK BoiHOoBan Mer. Ero 6mu3ocThb
3acCTaBJIsiyia MyJibC OUTHCS y4yalneHHO. OHa ONATh HEJOBOJILHO OTMETHIIAa OTPOMHYIO PA3HUILY B POCTE
MexXny HuUMHU. E¥l TpUIIOCh 3aIpOKUHYTh I'0OJIOBY, YTOOB ITOCMOTPETH Ha Anekca. X0oTs, Hafo
IIPU3HATH, 9TO CTOUIO TOro. OH OBINT BEJTUKONEIeH KaK aHTUYHEIM 00T, He 3HaloUui ce0e paBHAIX.
Psimom ¢ HuM Mer oco3HaBasa CBOIO YSI3BHUMOCTh, HO IIPU 3TOM HUKOTIMA IIpeX[e He YyBCTBOBAJa
ce0s1 B Takoit 6e3omacHocTy. CTpaHHOE COYeTaHMe YYBCTB.

- 'ocnoxxa MakKMHHOH, - KOPOTKO KUBHYJT AJIEKC.
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- 41 yXe uMesla 4YeCTh MO3HAKOMHUTLCS C JIOPOOM MakKaymoM Buepa BeuyepoM, - 00bsiCHUIIa Mer
MaTepH.

- Heyxemnu? - Po3aluH[ YOUBIEHHO IPUIIOHSIa OPOBH, HEMHOTO BEIIIE, YeM eCJI OBl YOUBIICHHE
OBbIJIO HATYpaIbHEIM. B rma3ax mosiBuiCcs 030pHO#M 61meck. OHa 00epHYIach K ANIEKCYy U JIeTOHBKO
CTYKHYJIa €T0 BeepoM I10 pyKe: - [logeMy ke BBl HE CKa3aiu MHe 00 3ToM?

- MHe Ka3aJioCh, 9 TOBOPUIL... - AJIEKC HaXMyPHUJICH, CMYTUBILIUCS.

- 4 KaK pa3 paccka3blBajia 3TOMY MUIOMY MaJIbUMKY O HallleM 3JI0KTI0YEHNH 10 OPOre CIofa, -
BeCeJIo ITpepBaja Ajlekca ee Math, Kak OygTO peys IIUIa 0 NUKHUKE.

TonbKO ee MaTh MOrJIa Ha3BaTh MYyZXK4YHMHY POCTOM Oosee IeCTH Q)YTOB " IIPUMEPHO TPUOLIATH JIET OT
poay MHUJIBIM MaJIbYMKOM M AyMAThb O HEM MMEHHO TakK.

- Ho pa3Be oH He roBopun tebe? - Mer HeBUHHO YIEIOHY IAaCh, TIEPEBO/S B3T/AN Ha Anekca. - Jlopn
Makayyn 3HaeT Bce TIOAPOOHOCTY HallafleHUS.

- Pa3Be? - Ha 3T0T pa3s ynuBneHue ee MaTepu OBUIO UCKPEHHUM. MeTr MOTJIa MOKJISICTLCS, YTO
BHUJIeNla, KaK NepHYJCS MyCKYJI Ha Ieke Anekca. Kak monTBepxueHne ero ooMaHa, BO3MOXKHO?

- qupa Be4YepoM 4 eMy BCe paCCKa3adJlla, - OTBETHIIA Mer MaTepH.

B3arnsim Anekca cTan MpUCTalIbHBIM, CIIOBHO Mer ynuBuia ero. OHa Moryia Obl CMYTHUTE €T0 ellle
OosbIle, HO He coOMpPasach JeIUThCS CBOMMU MEICISIMH C MAaTEPhIO.

- A napp ckasan Tebe, 4YTO OH BOUH?
3abaBHo, oTMeTuna Mer. Y3 maTepu monyuusics Obl BEIUKOJIETIHEIN CHIIUK.

- Mu1 Mormnu GBI KCIIO/TH30BaTh TAKUX JIIOfIel B OOJIBIIIOM KOJIMYECTBE [IJIsi OXPaHBl CBOUX IOPOT Ha
Ckae, oco0eHHO psiioM ¢ [lTaHKMHOM, ITpaBma, Mer?

Mer mpo6opMoTaa YTo-TO, MEITAsICh CKPHITh CBOE BHE3AMHOE 3aMeIaTeIbCTBO. Ee MaTh HUKOTIA HE
oTIMYanack 0co060i xuTpPocThio. Kak, BmpoueM, u cama Mer.

- IlpekpacHbill Bedep O TaHIIEB, - HUCKOIbKO He PacTepsBIIKCh, TpogonKkaia Po3anuH.
- He xoTuTe 1 noTaHIleBaTh? - MPEIIOKUI el ATleKcC.

Mer enBa ygepzKanach, 4ToOb He paccMesAThCs. FOMOp ObIT HE0XKUIaHHEIM, HO BIIOJIHE YMECTHEIM.
Mer yneibHynach Anmekcy. Mx B3TISOB, IIOJIHBIE B3aMMOIIOHMMaHM s, BCTPETUIIKUCh. Y BCe-TaKu YTO-TO
3mech OBIIO He Tak.

- fI? - Po3anuHp, HU4Yero He 3aMedasi, BeCEJI0 paccMesiyiaCh U CHOBA UTPUBO XJIONHYJIa Alekca
BeepoM, KakK Kalpu3HOro y4yeHuKa. - Bel yKacHBIM 3apupa. {1 yKe CIUIIKOM cTapa [AJid TaHIEB,
HO... - OHa mocmMoTpena Ha Mer.

Ha aT0T pa3 Anekc He CTajl MPUTBOPSTHCS, UTO HE TOHUMAET.
- 'ocmoxxa MakKUHHOH, MOXKET OBITH, BEI OKaXKeTe MHE YeCTh?

Mer konebanach, YTO-TO 3aCTABIISIJIO ee TIHYTh BpeMs. TOUHO Tak e, Kak BYepa BeuepoM, Korfia OH
CTOSII TaK GIM3K0, YTO OHA OLIyIIlaia ero 3amax. Bcskuii pas3, KOrja OHAa HaXOAWIIach PSIIOM C HUM,
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OHa 9yBCTBOBaJIa, YTO HEPBEI €€ HAIIPA2XKEHEI JO IIpeaea. CrnoBHO B 0OXugaHuu. B IIPpEeABKYIIEHUN.
BoT TOnBKO Yero, oHa He 3Hala. M eli coBceM He HPAaBHUJIOCH 3TO.

C opyrou CTOpPOHEBI, MaTh y2Ke HaBepHSIKa MBICJIEHHO COCTaBJIsgjia CIUCOK IOCTeU A7 IIOMOJIBKY U
BrIOMpasa 1BeT cBageOHOro nuathss Mer. Ckopee BCero, eciiu Mer ITOCTOUT 37eCh ellle HEMHOTO,
Po3anuHg MOXKeT CIPOCUTH V¥ AJleKca, Kakoil 11BeT eMy 6oJibliie HpaBUTCS. [103TOMY TaHel] -
eOUHCTBEHHOE CPefCTBO n30exKaTh ellle 00Jjiee HEJIOBKOU CUTYallUH.

OpmuH TaHell, KOMY 3TO MOXKET HaBpPeOUTh?

CornacHo KuBHYB, Mer 10o3Bojuiia AeKCy BeCTHU ee TaHIleBaTh pui. OHa B3si/la €ro IOM PYKY U
IIOYeMY-TO Cpa3y 3axoTelia BLICBOOOAUTEL CBOIO PYKY. KOHUMKY TabIleB Oy THIN pPeibed MBIIII.
Boxe, Kakoii OH cunbHBIM. M Kpenkuii, Kak cKana. Cepplie B3BOJTHOBAHHO CTy4asio B TPYOH.

AJleKc MOJIOXKUJI €U PYKY Ha CIUHY, 1 Mer olyTusla IPUsATHOE TEIJIo OT 3TOr0 IPUKOCHOBeHUA. OHa
B3[IPOTHYJIa OT HEOXKUIaHHOCTU. Ee BCTpeBoXKUIIa peaklyds COOCTBEHHOTO Tena. UTo ¢ Hel
npoucxogut? OHa TaHIleBajla CO MHOTMMY MyXK4YWHAMM, HO HUKOT[ja He pearupoBaja Tak Ha Kaxpioe
IIPUKOCHOBEHME, Ha KaXIoe OBUXKEeHHe, KakK ceidac. Anekc Maknayn Obll ormaceH. B ee romose
ITPOHOCUJIMCh TAKW€e MBICTTH, KOTOPEIM IIPEeKfe TaM HUKOrAa He 6b110 MecTa. [Tpockimanuch
MHTUMHEBIE XeJlaHus, KOTOPhle, KaK AyMasa Mer, yxe DaBHO ObLIM 3a0bITHL.

OHu BCTaJIX B KPYT C OPYTOH Iapoii, ¥ TaHel Havascs. Kaxkmbiid pas, KOrma OHU CXOTUINCH BMECTE U
Opanmuch 3a PYKH WM KOTa AJIeKC KPeIKo JepKa ee 3a Tanuio, Mer 4yBCTBOBasa Kap OT 9THX
IpUKOCHOBeHMH. OHA U30 BCEX CHJI CTapanach AyMaTh O TAHIIEBAIbHHIX IIarax, a TeIJIo0 ero PyK
BEI3LIBAJIO CTPAHHOE ITOKaJIkIBAHKE BO BCEM TeJIe.

Celtyac y Hee IOsIBUJIaCh BO3MOXKHOCTb PACCMOTPETh €ro Imoyullle, 1 Mer yKpagKo# B3TrJIgHya U3-
nof pecHutl. CeToYka MeJIKAX MOPILKH, TOHKKE LIpaMbl Ha HOCY U IleKaxX. MeTKU OmmaCHOU XKU3HU
BOoUHA. AMOYKa Ha og00pOoaKe ¥ MPSIMOYTroJibHas YeII0CTh IPUAaBaii eMy XKeCTKUU U
HETIPUCTYIIHLIM BUA. Ho ANMHHEBIE U IYIMIKUCTEIE PECHUIEI BMECTE C YYBCTBEHHBIM PTOM CMSATdajiu
cypoBoe nuiio. Ceityac 0HO, KaK BCerga, OblJI0 HEIIPOHUIIAeMBIM. THTEpeCcHO, 0 4YeM OH JyMaeT?
YyBCTBYET JI €€ peaKLXi0 Ha CBOU IIPUKOCHOBEHUS?

Mer 3akycuna ry6y. Eif XoTemoch HagesaThCs, YTO HEeT. B oTinuuune oT AneKca OHa He yMella CKPBIBATh
CBOM MEBICTTH. YeM cKopee 3aKOHUUTCS 9TOT TAHEIl; TeM JIy4Ille.

9T10T TaHel OLUT OIIKUOKOM.

Becr Beuep oH ycmemHo usberan Mer, [0 Tex IOp OKa B HET'0 MePTBOM XBaTKOU He BIEMUIIACh
Posanuug MakkUHHOH. Y 3T0# XKeHIIUHB MOXKHO OBIIIO IOYUYUTHCS HACTOMYMBOCTH.

Amnekc 4yBCTBOBAJ B3rIsg Mer Bo BpeMsi TaHIla. OHa Oblla [T0X0Xa Ha JTI000MBITHOTO MaJIeHbKOT'0
KOTEeHKa. bombIre 3efleHble I1a3a, MUAJIOe INYKUKO... Bcakui pas, Korma AleKc CMOTPeI Ha Hee,
BHYTPH y HETO YTO-TO II€PEBOPAYNBAIOCH.

[TpukacaThcs K Helt Ob110 TBITKOM. OH HUKOTHA He [yMaJll, KaK MHOTO 3HayaT IPUKOCHOBEHMUS B
taHe. Kax[biil pa3, Korma oH Opajl ee KpollleyHble JIQOMIKY UK KJajl PyKy Ha Tajlkio, eMy He
XOTeJIOCh OTIIyCKaTh ee. TOHKas Tanus JIerkKo yMellasaach B €T0 JIafoHgIX. EMy X0TeNnoCch UCCIen0BaTh,
KaXOBIY QIOWM ee Tella, CKOJIb3HYTh PYKOM 10 rpynu, 6egpamM, 4TOOR! OIIYTUTh UX OeBUYUM
BOCXUTHUTENbHEIN u3rud. HecMoTps Ha XpPyIKyio GUTYPY, OIIYIIeHHe OT COIIPUKOCHOBEHHUS C ee
6enmpamu o0elrano MHOTO CJTafOCTHBIX MUHYT.

Bup Genbix 3y00B, BIUBLINXCS B MyXJIyI0 HUXKHIOW I'y0y, BEI3BAJ B AJIeKCe NIPUJIUB CTPACTH,
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pa3olIeIniicss BOJIHOW 110 BCEMY TeNy. B maxy mouyBCTBOBaioCh 00JIe3HEHHOE HAIPSKEHUE.
XKernaHue, OXBaTUBILIEE €T0 IIPU BCTPede B JIeCy, TEMEPh pa3pacTanioch, CJIOBHO OTPOMHBIN OTHEHHBIN
map. EMy y2acHO X0Tenoch cxKaTh Mer B CBOMX O0BSTHSIX ¥ IIOYYBCTBOBATH €€ TEJIO PSIIOM CO CBOKM.
Bcskuii pas, Korga OH IIpUKacacsd K Hed B TaHIle, eMy Ka3aj0Ch, UYTO €r0 TeJI0 IIPOH3al0T THICAYHU
HEBUOVMBIX MaJIeHbKUX CTPeNl ¥ BO3AYX MOTPECKUBaEeT OT HANPsAXKeHUsA. Begb Tak mpocTo
HaKJIOHUTHLCS ¥ IPUKATHCA K ee Ty0aM, pa3gBUHYTh UX U IPOHUKHYTh B 3aBETHHIE TIyOUHHL. ..

[TpoknsaTue. Ero neinatomas mioTs TpeboBana 671130CTH. ATIEKC ITOCTapasiCs OTBIEYLCS, TEPEKITIOUNB
CBOe BHMMaHUE Ha MM030JI0YEHHYIO CTEHY 3a CIIUHOM Mer.

Mys3bika 3a3By4asa THUIlle, fJaBas BO3MOXKHOCTh IOroBOpUTh. Ho Ajiekc He OBLT yBEpPEH, UTO X04eT
3TOTO.

- Bam He 0 ueM GeCIIOKOUTLCS, - HapyIIuia MomdyaHue Mer, - s COXpaHIo Balll CEKPET.

- Kakou cexpet? - A7eKC C OCTOPOKHOCTBIO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha Hee. UTO OHa MMeeT B BUAY? UTO CBOUMU
ry0aMu OH JKaXXJeT MPUKOCHYThCS K KaXkA0MYy OIoNMy ee Tenna? UTO X04eT 3aCTaBUThL €e CTOpPaTh OT
OVKOM CTPacTH, KOTOPYIO OHa IPSYeT 3a CepPhbe3HOM BHEIIHOCTRIO, U YCABIIIAaTh, KaK OHa BHIKPUKHET
ero uMs, 3a0UBIIKCH B €T0 0OBATUAX OT BOCTOPTa ¥ HACTAXKOEHU?

- 41 3Ha10, 4TO 3TO BHI CHACIIHU HAC.

Tak BoT oHa 0 yeM. C 0OJHOU CTOPOHHI, ATTEKCY HpaBUIaCh €€ YBEPEHHOCTh, ECJIM He YIIOPCTBO.
Yronku pTa mOOHSIIUCEH B MTONTYYJIHIOKE.

- Buxy, BH yHac/IeoBau YIIOPCTBO OT CBOEN MaTEPH.

Mer BHITTIS€Ea ynHBHGHHOfI, CJIOBHO HUKOI'Ja PaHBIIIE HE IIPH3HaBalla CXOOCTBa C MaTEPEIO.
HeJIOBep‘-II/IBaH yan6Ka 03apujia ee JINIOo, CTUPAad BCE ClIeJbl HAIIPSA2KEHHOCTHU U 0eCIIOKOMCTRa,
KOTOPEBIE ITOCTOAHHO IIPHCYTCTBOBAJIX B HeM.

BoT Tak oHa monKHa BHIISIETh BCErna, mogyman Anekc. Kakyio Obl HOIIy OHa HU HECJIa, a OH OBIN
YBEPEH, YTO Ha ee XPYyIKHe Ijaeyn ObIJI0 B3BaJIEHO HEMaJslo, OHa KO BCEMY OTHOCHUJIACh C He
CBOMCTBEHHOM ee BO3PaCTy Cepbe3HOCThI0. Habmomas 3a Helt, AJTeKC pa3MBIIIISIT: YTO 3aCTaB/IsSET
Mer OBITH TaKO¥M cepbe3Hoi? OHa MOJIOfa ¥ OYapoBaTe/IbHa ¥ [OJIXKHA BeCenuThcs. Ee moBemeHue
OTJINYaJI0Ch 3PENIOCThI0, KOTOPas 0ORIYHO HE CBOMCTBEHHA MOJIOHOM [ieByIIKe. «BrmpoueM, 3T0 HE Moe
IeJio», - HaltoMHUI cebe OH.

- Cnacu6o, - mo6aromapuia ero Mer 3a cpaBHEHHE C MAaTEPhIO, XOTs MOHKMAJsIa, YTO Pedsb IIia He 0
KOMILIEMeHTe. - Ho 9T0 He 0TBeT, - HallOMHMJIa OHa.

- A pa3Be OvL1 BOIIPOC?

- OH nogpa3yMeBascs. - Mer ¢ yKOpu3HOU IIOCMOTpeia Ha Hero. - Ho eciu B HacTauBaeTe, 5 ero
chopMynupyI0 UHA4Ye: 3TO BHI CIIACJIX HAIIM KU3HU?

- [Toxoxe, 4TO BBl fyMaeTe UMEHHO TakK.
- f 3Ha10 970.
- OTKy[a Takas yBepeHHOCTh?

- Bpsig nu 51 3a6ynmy 4enoBeka, CIacuiero MHE KHU3Hb.
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Anexc yneIOHYJICS, BU/IsSI €€ BO3MYIIEHHOE JIHIIO.

- Kak ObI MHE HU XOTE€JI0Ch TPUIKCATh cebe 3TOT MOMABUT, S HE CMOT'Y 3TO chefaTth. Ecimu aToT
YeJI0BeK TaK ITOXO0XK Ha MeHs, KakK Bhl YTBepPXKOaeTe, TO 9TO, MOIKHO OLITh, MO Opar.

- 9Ty BepCHUIO B BHIIBUHYJIU BYEpa BeuepoM. MoxkeTe mepkKaThb CBOM CEeKpeTH mpu cebe. - Mer
chenana rmay3y, ¥ B ee B3TJISAe MOSBUIOCh HeUTO, 0TYEro AJTeKC 3aHEepBHUYAJ, - JIIOOOMBITCTBO. -
XoTsl MHe OYeHb HHTEPECHO, KaK0Oe 3TO UMeeT 3HaueHue - ObUIH JIX BB Hefganeko oT CKas Ui He
OBIIIM. DTO TaK BaXXHO?

Her, Bce-Taku OHa 04eHb cooOpa3uTtenbHa. [Ipu nBope Mer MakKKMHHOH CUMTANId HEMHOTO CTPAHHOM.
AJeKC CIBIIIa, YTO O TAKUX JIOASIX TOBOPUIIH, UTO OHU «HEOORIKHOBEHHO YYEHBIE».

II71s1 YMHOM XKEHIIMHBI TAaKOe OIpefieieHre CYUTAIOCh HelleCTHRIM. 2KUTeTM PAaBHUHEI - TaKue
TJIYILEL, C pa3mpaxkeHnueM momyMan Anekc. Eciu 6bl 0H cOOMpascs MPOXKUTD XKU3Hb C OTHOM
JKEeHIITMHOM, OH Obl HeIpeMeHHOo yOeuiIcs: CHavyasa, 4YTo OHa yMHas.

- Y Bac nmogo3puTenbHas HaTypa, rocrnoxa MakKuHHOH. [ToueMy 3TO HOJIKHO UMETh 3HauYeHue - Obl
s pSIIOM C [IOMOM UJIA HET?

- [lelicTBUTENBHO, TTOYeMYy? BIo/THe eCTEeCTBEHHO, YTO BBl XOTEJIU IIOBUAATLCS C OpaTOM IMOCyIe TaKOro
ponroro orcyTcTBus. OH XKe rjlaBa Balllero KjiaHa.

Anekcy o4eHb XOTEeJI0Ch YTO-HUOYObh BO3Pa3uTh. [I0ATBEPOUTE, HAIIPUMED, CITYX O PAa3MOJIBKE C
O6paToM. Ho 1o Kakoi-To MpuunHe eMy He X0TeJIoCh AraTh Mer 6osiblile, 4eM 3TO OBIJI0 HE0OXOIUMO.
Bo3MO0KHO, OH y2Ke [IoTafibIBaICs, KaK OBl OHa OTpearupoBasia Ha 3Ty HOBOCTE.

- IToBupmaThcst ¢ GpaToM? - TIOBTOPUII ee ciioBa Anekc. - Ho B aToM He OBI7T0 HE00X0mUMOCTH. Mo
OpaT CKOpoO IpueneT KO OABOPY, YTOOHI IPeCTaBUTLCS TallHOMY COBETY, - IIOSICHUJI OH, HE BhIKa3hIBas
CBOETO0 BO3MYIIEHUS 110 TIOBOLY 00peMEHUTENBHOI0 TPEOOBAHUS KOPOJIs, KOTOPHIH 3aCTaBJIsAJ I'JIaBy
KaXX7Ioro KjiaHa u3 ropHoy [IIoTnaHauy eXXKeroqHo npue3xaTh B IOUHOYPT U OTYUTHIBATHCS O
«XOpolIeM» IOBENEHUH.

- [TonaTHO, - cka3ana Mer, HO 110 ee To0cy ObIIO SICHO, YTO OHA He ITOBEpUJIa.

AJexc uCIyrascs, 4To ero 0TKa3 elle 0oblle Pa30kKKeT UHTepec MeT K 9TOH UCTOPUHU.
- Hy xopoio, BEI MeHS pa3001a4uiy, 3TO OBIT .

- Brl Tak mpocTo roBopuTte 06 3TOM. - Mer npuilypuia ria3a, CJI0BHO U3ydasi ero.

- [IpocTo - HEMPOCTO. - ANTeKC moXKaJl IIjieyaMu. - Bl 0Ka3auch IpaBhl, U A IPU3HAaN 5T0. Pa3Be B
He 3TOT0 XOTeJu?

- Ila. Her... - Mer Haxmypuia OpoBH.
- Ho Tak He MoXkeT OBITh: ¥ [1a, U HET OMHOBPEMEHHO, - C YJILIOKON 3aMeTHI AJEeKC.

OHa Ka3aJlach TaKO¥M pa304apoBaHHOM, II0OKa OH 0OOYMbIBaJI, He TPU3HATLCS JIM éMY BO BCeM. XOTs
Anexc efBa 3Hal ee, HO YyBCTBOBAJI, UYTO MOXKET el foBepsATh. Y Bce-TaKu OH He MOT PUCKOBATh.
Hapo npupgepXKuBaThCs 3aJyMaHHOTO IIJIaHa.

- CKOJIbKO K€ BpeMeHHU BEl He BUIETUCH C OpaToM?
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- TouHo He mOMHIO. - Y moKa Mer ero 6ojibllie HE 0 UeM He ycCIiella CIIPOCUTh, AJIeKC caM 3afall ei
BOITIPOC: - A YTO MPUBEJIO KO JBOPY BacC, TOCIOkKa MaKKUHHOH?

OH 0XWupal, YTO OHa BCIBIXHET, Pa3BOIHYETCS, IOALICKKUBas 00bsicHeHue. Ho ee GombIlre 3eeHbIE
rJ1a3a CMOTPEJNY Ha HeTro abCOTI0OTHO CTIOKOMHO. MX 11BeT ObUT HeOOBIYHEIM. BoI0THas 3e/1eHb C
KPOILEYHbIMU 30JIOTUCTHIMU BKpaIJIEeHUSIMU. AJIEKC HUKOT[a TaKuX He BUAEN U He TIOMHUJI, YTOOH
KOI'7Ia-TO PaHbllle el BHUMaHUe [BETY XKEHCKUX rjla3. Bo BCAKOM ciiydae, 0OBIYHO He Ha HUX OH
oOpallasl BHUMaHNe B IIEPBYIO 0Yepenb. Mer TeM He MeHee 3agyMaiach.

- Mory st 6BITE OTKPOBEHHOM? - CIIPOCHUJIA OHA HaKOHeIl. AJIeKC efiBa He 3acMesiyics. Pa3Be 0Ha MOXKeT
OBITL IPyTOM?

- KoneuHno, - mpo6opMoTaj OH B OTBET, VAUBIISASICh HEOXKUIAHHOM IIPOCHOeE.
- YTO mIpUBOOUT KO [BOPY OOJIBIITMHCTBO KEHIIHUH?

Amekc yCcTaBUIICS Ha Hee, He MBITAsICh faXKe CKPhIBATh CBOE CyMacleflnee n3ymnenue!
[Topa3uTenbHas OTKPOBeHHOCTh. OH 3HAJI OTBET Ha ee BOMPOC, HO HUKAK He 0XKHaj, 4YTo OHa OymeT
CTOJIb NpaBauBa. [Ixkeiimu KeMnbens ¢ yqoBoIbCTBUEM COOOIIKT ATIEKCY O IIeIi ee BU3UTA CIOfIa,
BO3MOKHO, YTOOHI AJIeKC BO3[epaKacs OT IIPOSIBIIeHUs KaKoro-1udo nHTepeca K feBylke. Ee
HaIlpaBUIU KO IIBOPY UCKATh MyXKa, KOTOPHIY TOMOKET MOANepKaTh ee OpaTa, a CTano OBITh, ¥ BECh
ux KiaH. CUTyallus cepbe3HO OCJIOXKHUIACh HeflaBHeH 00/Ie3HbI0 ee oTia. B [TanBerane Ayekcy
roBOpuIM 0 00JIE3HU TJIaBhl KJlaHa MaKKHHHOHOB, HO AnleKC 3a0bIyT, YTO ITOroBapuBanu, OyaTo 6par
Mer cTpapaet cinaboymueM. OH BCTIOMHUII, KaK OHa Opocuiiach Ha 3amuTy JIu33u, U Momo3peBal, 4To
e} 4aCTo MPUXOOUTCS 3alluIaTh KOTro-TO.

[To crnoBam [Ixelimu, Mer Oblia MOATOTOBIEHA K YIIPaBIEHUIO 3eMJIIMU KilaHa. HemogbeMHOe Jemio
IJIS1 TAaKOM MOJIOLOM [EBYIIKHU, MOogyMasl AjieKC, HeyOUBUTEJILHO, YTO Y Hee TaKO! YTOMJIEHHBIN BU. A
Telephb OHa M0JIXKHA HaWTu cebe Myxka? Ecnu oTell JoBEpHUIT JOYEPH CHEIATh TAKOM OTBETCTBEHHBIN
BBIOOD, 3HAYHT, TI0JIaraeTCs Ha ee yM.

HecMmoTps Ha cBou MONMUTHYECKUE pa3Horiacus ¢ [Ixeimu KemnOennoM, Anekc mpu3Hal, 4To BEIOOP
MOT OBITh ¥ TOPA30 XyXKe.

Mer MaKKWHHOH IIpU BCeM 3aMaHUYMBOCTH uUpeu Oblna He s Hero. M AneKcy Haio TOMHUTEL 00 9TOM.
- 3HQYUT, IPUILIO BPEMS HaUTU MyxXKa?

- botock, 4To fa. - Mer BHUMATENHHO CIeua 3a ero peakluen.

- TTouemy BBl TOBefanu 06 aToM MHe? OOBIYHO faMbl ObIBAIOT 00Jiee CKPHITHBIMH.

- Ho aT0 HUKaKOM He ceKpeT, - yiaelOHynack Mer. - HeT cMBICIa yTauBaTh TO, YTO 3HAIOT Bce. - [Ipu
3TUX CJI0Bax Mer MOHU3MIA TOJIOC [0 IIenoTa. - MHe KaXeTcs, 3T0 IoMoraeT u36aBUThCS OT
HeJOCTOVHBIX KaHOUIATOB.

- IlpakTHYHBIN TOOXO.
- CoBepiieHHO BepHO! - Mer paccMmesnach.

Mer 6bIJIa COBCEM He IT0X0XKa Ha HEMPUCTYIIHAIX, ITPECBITUBIINXCS OaM, 00uTaBIIMX Ipu ABope. OHa
OblyIa TTIOTKOM CBEZKEro BO3MyXa, KaK TeIIbN COJIeHbI MOPCKOM Opu3, 4To Ays B [laHBeraHe.
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- A BHI HAIIUTH y2Ke KOT'0-TO, KTO ITOAXOMUT Ha 3Ty POjb? - AJIeKC C HeTEePIeHUEeM XKfaJl ee 0TBEeTa,
XOTSI He XOTeJI IPU3HaBaTh 3TO.

- OTO 0Ka3ajJI0Ch HAMHOTO CJI0XKHee, 4YeM s IIpefmnoarasna. - Mer Haxmypuia 6poBu. Y Hee ObIn
TaKOM 00eCKypaxKeHHBIN BUI, YTO AJIEKCY 3aX0TeJIOCh KaK-TO YCIIOKOUTE €€, 3aCTaBUTh PACCMESThCS.
TakvX 4yBCTB OH JaBHO He nepexuBajl. OH HAKJIOHUJICS U MPOIIENTall €4 Ha YXO:

- Ho y Bac ecTh K0e-4T0, YTO rapaHTHUPYET BaM YCIIEX.
- YTo0 X%e 9107?
- MHe KaxeTcs, pANOM C Balllel MaTyIIKOW BaM He O YeM BOJTHOBAThCS.

Mer paccmesinack. OH Opa3HUI ee. ITO BEIXOAUIIO 3a BCE PaMKH: TPO3HBIM BOWH IIBITAETCS
paccMmemmTh AeByIKy. Y Korma oH yaRIOHYICS el B 0TBeT, Mer BAPYT OYyBCTBOBaja BojmHeHne. OHa
MOXKET YBJIEYbCS ITUM UEJIOBEKOM.

HacTosimiee Bome0CTBO 9TOM YyBCTBEHHOM yIBIOKHY TIOPA3KIIO ee, Kak CTpesia, IPsiMo B cepiaie. Mer
Oblyla He B COCTOSTHMM OTBECTH B3TJIS U COEePKaTh B3BOJIHOBAHHYIO IPoxXb. Hemapom
IIPUBJIEKATEILHOCTH AJleKca Obla 00IIempru3HaHHOM.

My3bIKa KOHYHUJIACh, 1 Mer IOHsIa, YTO OH OOHMMAeT ee 3a TaJIhI0, XOTs YXKe JOJI2KEH OBLT
OTIIYCTUTD. BMecTo 5TOTO OH elrle CUIbHEE IIPUBJIEK €€ K cebe. Mer IIepeBejia AbIXaHue U IIOHSsIIA,
4YTO HE MOXKET CABUHYTBECA C MECTa.

Vix B3risibl BCTPETUIIUCH U, HECMOTPS Ha BCIO CBOIO PACCyIUTENIbHOCTb, Mer cMyTuiack. 9To OB
TOT 2Ke IIPUCTAJIbHBIM B3TJISM, KOTOPHIM OHAa 3aMeTHa TOrAa B Jiecy. B3rinsan, monHbIM XKelaHus.
Korga Anekc HaknoHusncs 6muxe, Mer 3afioxXHyIach OT BOJTHEHUS, JyMas, YTO OH coOupaeTcs
I0IIe/IOBaTh ee MPSAMO IocepenuHe 3ana. [lepen coTHAMY nmopei. M caMoe cTpaHHOE 3aK/T04alnoch B
TOM, 4TO OHa He BO3paxKara.

Ona yBHU[ela ero riasa, MyIKXCTbIE PECHULILI M Ha MTHOBEHME TTOYYBCTBOBAJIa TEIJIOe [bIXaHue Ha
CBOeH IIeKe.

- BaMm ouenb unet ynei0Ka, - IpoOIIenTan e Ha yxo ANekc.

Ero romoc, rmy0oKWii U pe3Kuii, BEI3BaJl POXKb B II03BOHOYHUKE, He BHI3BIBasi COMHEHUS B
MCKPEHHOCTH 9TUX CJIOB. Mer He oTpullana, Kak IPUATHO el ObIIO CHBImaTh 3T0. OH CUUTaeT ee
IIpUBIIEKATEILHON !

Mer 3aCTEHUYUMBO OIIyCTHJIa PEeCHUIIBI, HE 3HAd, YTO OTBEYATk. B oTnuune oT cBOEH MaTepHu OHa He
IIPHUBLIKJIA II0JIYy4dTh KOMIIJIMMEHTHI UJIX Y4daCTBOBATh B IIDUABOPHOM (bJ'II/IpTe. Ee IIPUBBIYKA TOBOPUTH
OTKDPEITO U IIPAMO MHOTMX OTIIyTHBaJla, HO Anexkca, Toxoxe, He CMyIliajla €€ HCKPEHHOCTB. HaHpOTI/IB,
OHa YyBCTBOBaAJId, YTO OH BOCXHIIIEH 3THUM.

- Bl 0ueHb OX0XKHY Ha MaTh, HO...

Mer 3aMepiia ¥ UHCTUHKTUBHO OTIIPSHYJIa Ha3af, 3Has, 4YTO OH ceryac CKaXeT. B rpyau nosiBuiaach
Hom1as 60k 0T pa3oyapoBaHus. Kak oHa MOrjia XOTb Ha MUHYTY IIOOYMaTh, YTO OH CYUTAET €€
npuBneKateabHoU? Kakas riynocTs ¢ ee CTOPOHEI!

- Ho He Takas, - ycMexasich, 3aKOHYHJIa 3a Hero Mer.
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- [la, - TBepHo ckazan AJlekc, - He Takad.

KoreuHo, oHa He Takas. He Takas Kpacusas, CKopee Bcero. Ho He ero cioBa ypusunu Mer, a Ta
0071b, KOTOPYIO OHY BHI3BAJIA B €€ TPYOHU.

- §1 XoTes cKa3aTk... - AJIeKC, BEPOSTHO, YTO-TO 3aMETHJI B €€ JIKIle ¥ X0TelI MoOaBUTh He4TO, Ha ero
B3TJISAM, BAXKHOE.

Ho TyT Hadascs HOBHIM TaHell, U Mer oOpagoBanach BO3MOXKHOCTH y0exkaTb. OHa yKacHO
YyBCTBOBana ce0si. JIulib Ha MTHOBEHHUE €l IIPUIIIa B TOJIOBY I'JIyIasi MBIC/Ib, YTO OHA MOTJIa
3aMHTEepecoBaTh Aslekca Makiayna. Ho oH HUKOTa He 3ax04eT Mpubau3uTh K cefe Takyio
IIPOCTOBATYIO AEBYIIKY, Kak Mer. M 9T0 He JONIKHO OBITIO CTATh AJIS Hee Clopmpu3oM. Eil He cyxkueHO
OBITH TaKOI KpacaBullel, KakK MaThb, I03TOMY OHa [IaBHO OpPOCHIIa IOMBITKY YTO-TO U3MEHUThL. Ho el
HUKOTTIa He TOBOPHUIIK 00 3TOM TaK OTKPHITO.

- BHI MOMKHEI TPOCTUTL MeHsI. MHe He00X0OMMO IIOTOBOPHUTH ¢ dnu3abeT u [IxKelMu MPsIMO ceryac, -
3asgBuiia Mer ¥, KakK Tpycuxa, yoexkarna, mpexnae 4yeM AJieKC ycIell 3aMeTUTh ee CTpafilaHus.

Mer myuunu comHeHusi. OHa mo3Bosuia cebe ocnabuth OAUTENILHOCTE. HO Maxke eciu oHa X04eT
IIPUBIIEYh BHUMAHUE TAKOTO MYKYUHEI, KaK AnleKC MakayH, y Hee HU4Yero He MOIyYUTCs. ITOT
IIOKOPUTENb ceppel OyneT BEIOMPATh CPEOH KpacaBuIl B 9TOM 3ajie. A Mer K TaKOBBIM He
TIPUHA[IIEXKUT.

OHa HeHaBHIEJa 3TO YYBCTBO YSI3BUMOCTH, KOTOPOEe 00HAPYXKUJI B HEW AJIEKC U KOTOPOE OHa
IBITaNIach M060POTH B cebe. Mer mocBsiTuiia cebst ceMbe, CBOeMY KitaHy. C MTOMOIIbI0 YIIOPHOM
paboTH M XKEePTBEHHOCTH OHa HoOunach st ce6st HeoOBIYHOTO MeCTa B YIIPaBIIEHUM 3eMJIIIMU
MakkuHHOHOB. E¥i HpaBUIach BO3I0KEHHAsI Ha HE€ OTBETCTBEHHOCTD, ¥ 9TOT0 HOIKHO OBITH BIIOTTHE
IOCTATOYHO. A BCe, UTO KacaeTCs YyBCTB, HAJ0 3aKPHITh Ha 3aMOK.

Ho Anekc Makiayn 3acTaBUJI €€ BCIIOMHHUTH O IPYTUX XKeJIaHUAX, KOTOPHIE OHA YIIOPHO IBITAIACh
[103a0LITh.

I'maBa 4

Ixxe¥iMu ¢ 60KasoM KpaCHOT'0 BUHA B PyKe Mperpaaui el nytb. HecMoTps Ha CBOIO MOJIOOCTh, OH
BBHITJISIE]T KaK HaCTOSALINN MyXKYHKHA.

- C To6011 Bce B mopsimKe? AneKc HU4eM He PacCTPOuII Teds?

OueBumHO, OH Ha0OJIIOmaI 3a Hel Bce 9TO BpeMs. Mer mokadaa rOJI0BOM.

- Het, KoHEuHO, HeT, - mpoOopMoTasa OHa, 3a0upas y Hero 60kan U3 pPykK.

- Anekc MakJayf, TOX0Xe, BRI3BIBAET 371eCh OOJIBIION HHTEPEC yKe OMHUM CBOMM IIPHUCYTCTBHEM.

Mer YCIbIllalida HOTKU PAa3APazKEeHUs B I'OJIoCe H}KeﬁMI/I, 1 IIOTOMY 4YYBCTBO €T0 OBITI0 IMOJO3PUTEIILHO
IIOX02K€e Ha PEBHOCTL. He B HepBBIfI pa3 Mer nmogymaiia, 4TO IxxeniMu YXKe He OBILT IIPOCTO MOJIOABIM
KoMnaHbOHOM. OH cTal My}KqHHOfI, Y HEero nossiBUJIaCh MY2KCKad rOpAaOCThk.

- Heyxenu? - 6ecreyHo MonHTepecoBaaach Mer.
Ho [xeiimu OBI7T0 HEBO3MOXKHO 00MaHyTh. OH OIIeHMBAIOIIMM B3TJISIAOM IIOCMOTPEN Ha AneKca.

- qupa B€4YEepOM ThI OY€Hb YBEPEHHO CKa3adJlld, YTO UMEHHO Amnekc moMor BaM TaM, B JieCy, OTPa3UThb
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HanageHue OaHH.

Ona a0comoTHO yBepeHa B 3ToM. Ho Mer npupepxkarna s3bK. [10 Kakoi-To mpu4uHe Anekc Maknayp
He XO0TeJI, YTOOBl KOMY-TO OBIJIO U3BECTHO O €T'0 POJIM B CIIACEHUH UX OT OaHauTOB. OTNIUYHO. 3a
craceHre COOCTBEHHOM XKU3HU, XKU3HU MaTePH ¥ UX BOMHOB Mer Oblyta B O0JIBIIIOM [OITY Iepe HUM.
CBou ITOAO3PEeHUS OHA IPUAEPXKUT IpH cebe, ¥ 3TO JIUIIh Majlas IleHa 3a UX CIIaCeHHEIe XKU3HH.
Kpowme TOrO0, €l He XOTeNIoCh CIyILIaTh MOAApPa3HUBaHUS JIKu3abeT, eclu OHa Y3HAET, YTO UMEHHO
Anekc GBI TEM TaMHCTBEHHBIM BOMHOM, KTO cIlac ku3Hb Mer. TonbKo HeGeca 3HAIOT, KaK IOCTYyIIUIa
OBl C 3TOM UH(pOpPMaIel ee MaTh. Mer mofiaBuna B cebe Ipoxb. CeKpeThl AjleKca OCTaHYTCS IIPH
HEeM, XOTs e ObIs10 OBl 0UeHb HHTEPECHO Y3HaTh, II0YeMY OH CKPHIBAET 3TO.

- Hapetocs, 51 He oueHb ero cMyTHla. MHe IPOCTO He Hafo OblJI0 HU4Yero roBopuTh. Korma y MeHs
TIOSIBUJIACh BO3MOXKHOCTh PACCMOTPETh ero 6juKe, 5 MOHSIa, YTO 9TO OB HE OH, - TBEPHO 3asBUIIA
Mer. - 4 omu6nack. - Mer MOYyBCTBOBaJIa YKOJI COBECTH 3a JI0XKb. Kak J1erko oHa ee IMPOU3HECTa.
OnHa, KOTOpas HAKOTTa He BpaJa.

[IKelMu TOCMOTPEI el B JIULO U, II0X0XKE, OCTAJICS TOBOJIEH.

- Ckopee Bcero 3To ObT Popu. Anekca MHOTO j1eT He Oviio Ha Ckae.

Mer o0Bena majblieM Kpaii 60Kaa.

- IIpaBma? - OHa M30 BCEX CUJI CTApasiach, YTOOH B €€ TOJIOCE He MPO3ByYall U3UIIHUN HHTEPEC.

- IlpaBpga. - [I:XxeiiMu CHOBa MPUCTAIbHO IOCMOTPEN Ha Mer. - HekoTopoe BpeMs Ha3af ANeKC 1
Popu noccopunucs.

- 910 Anekc Makayn cka3ain Tebe 00 3ToM? - Ha 3TOT pa3 Mer He CMOTJIa CKPHITh CBOETO
YOUBJIEHUS U B3TJIAHYJa Ha [[XKelMu.

- Hert, - mokayas oH rojIoBOM, - 3TO BCETO JIMUIIh OOMH U3 CIYX0B, KOTOPHIE XOMAST IIPX OBOPE, HO 3TO
II0X0XKe Ha npaBay. [oBopsaT, Popu He moHpaBuUIoCh, 4TO OpaT cpaxkancsa Ha ctopoHe O'Hunna. Benpb
Anekc Ha3Ha4YeH MpeeMHUKOM Popu, ero HacinegHukoM. Co6CTBEHHO, OH BCerfa U OBl ero
HacJIeqHUKOM. Popu He pa3 3agBiisii, 4TO AJIeKC BepeH eMy. U TOJIBKO eMy.

Tak u ecTs. [I1g Mer He CylIeCcTBOBaI0 MyK4YKWHBI, KOTOPHIM HE BBIIIOJIHSAET CBOM HOJT Ilepef KIIaHOM.
BepHOCTH CeMBE - cCaM0O€e BaxKHOe.

OHa mOYyBCTBOBaJIa HOBHIM IIPUCTYI pa3odyapoBaHus. Takoe yxke OBIJIO BUepa BeuepoM, Korga Mer
y3HaJla, 4TO 4eJI0BeK, 0 KOTOPOM OHa OecrpecTaHHO [yMalla IOoCeqHIe HECKOJIbKO HeNeshb, ee
OTBaXKHHBIU PHIIapb, OYOET BCerfia OTCTauBaTh MHTEPECH MHOTO KJlaHa, He TOr0, K KOTOPOMY OHa
npuHaaaexasna. OHa 3aKycusa ry0y, He B COCTOSHUHU NIPUTYIUTE OCTPYI0 60/1b. OH He MOOXOTUT e
yKe B CUJIy 39TOT0, aXKe eC/ii OHa U BEI3BaJla B HEM KaKoi-To uHTepec. BrizBana nu? Cruenyet
IPHUCITYLIATHCS K TOJIOCY Pa3yMa, KOTOPBIM TBEPAUT, UTO AJIEKC He MTOOXOOUT €.

Pa3Be oHa caMa 3TOro He BUAUT? Pa3Be He 3TO BOJIHOBAJIO €€ B TOT AEHb B JIeCy? JTOT YelI0BEK
pomuics ¢ MeuoM B pykax. OH moriorneH 60ps00i, XOTS Y HEr0 He TaKO# MMIIYJIbCUBHEIN XapaKTep,
kKakK ¥ Tomaca MakkuHHOHA. Hao00pOT, OH CITHUIITKOM OUCIUIIIMHUPOBAH, HO BCETHA, 10 MHEHUIO Mer,
XOMIUT TI0 JIe3BUIO HOXKa. Eif Hy:KeH HaJleXKHbIM YeJI0BeK, KOTOPHIM OyIeT psmoM C Hel, a He CTaHeT
BEYHO y4aCTBOBaTh B BOWHAX Ha YbeH-TO CTOPOHe. EC/M paHbIlle OHa ¥ 3afjaBajiach BOIIPOCOM,
TIOIXOUT JIX OH €M, TO Teleph 3TO PEUIUIOCh caMo coboii. Eciu Anekc He OBITT BepeH COOCTBEHHOMY
OpaTy ¥ maxe IMOCCOPUIICS C HUM, TO HEyXKeJlh OH CMOXKeT OBITb BEPEH ei?
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Mer Grlna pa3odyapoBaHa.

OHa umeanu3upPoOBasa Yea0BeKa, 0 KOTOPOM HUYEero He 3Haa. [1oanach COMHUTETEHOMY YyBCTBY.
Mer ynuBnsimack caMoi cebe, 0OBIYHO OHA PYKOBOACTBOBAIACh 3MPaBhM CMEICTIOM. Ho Korma
IPUCTAIBHEIN B3TTISA AJleKca IPOHUKAJ el B AyIIy, OHa OIyIlajia TaKoe CUIbHOE BOTIHEHHE, YTO
3a0kIBasia O PacCyaUTEIbHOCTH.

Bce aT0 muIHUE pa3 mOKa3kIBallo, YTO MyzKa Hafi0 BLIOMPATH TOJIOBOH, a He cepameM. Korma-To oHa
yKe MOAfanach 04apoOBaHMIO KPACUBOTO JIUIIA, ¥ BCe 3aKOHYMUIIOCH KaTacTpodoi. OHAa HUKOTHA He
TIO3BOJIUT, YTOORI 9TO TOBTOPUIIOCE.

[Touemy oHa BooOIIIe myMaeT 00 3TOM? AJleKCy He Hy>KHa Takasi, Kak Mer. OH u TaHIleBall C Hel
TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO ee MaTh HaCTOsJIa Ha 9TOM. MeT He NMOHKUMaJlla, I04YeMy paccKasaja Aekcy o
TOM, UTO HIIET Myxka. MoxkeT ObITh, X0Tejla Cpa3y pa3odapoBaTh €ro?

- A THI CIIpallI¥BaJl ero o Cjyxax, KOTOPHIE T'YJIAI0T IIPU ABOPe? - crpocuia Mer.

- CopammuBai. OH He CTajJl HUYEro OTpULlaTh, TOJIBKO CKa3as, YTo 3TO0, - [IXKelMU CMYIIeHHO
OTKAIIUIAJICS, - He Moe [eJIo.

- [ToueMmy THI BCe 3TO pacCKa3blBaelllb MHe, [IxxelMu? - Mer BHUMaTEJIbHO [I0CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.
- MHe noKa3ajnoch, 4To Tebe Hafo 9TO 3HATh.

I>xeliMU 130 BCEX CUJI IIBITANICT 1300pa3uTth Oe3pal3nuune, HO Mer moHUMasa, YTO TaKOW SBHBIN
UHTEpeC K Anekcy Makiiayny uMeeT KaKoe-TO OTHOIIEHKEe K er0 COOCTBEHHOH YI3BI€HHON FOPAOCTH.
9Ty cuTyauuio Haio OBUIO UCIIPABIATE.

- §1 oueHb IIEHIO TBOIO IPEJAaHHOCTD, [I2KeiiMHu, - KCKpPeHHe Ipu3Hajack Mer. - Bul ¢ 9mu3aber - Mmou
caMble BEepHEIE [IPY3bd.

- Pag sTo cnpimate. - My}K‘-II/IHa dazKe He CTapalJiCA CKPBITh CBOETO YOOBOJIECTBUA. — MHe 04eHb He
X0YeTCsl, YTOORI ThI MCIILITAHA pa304dYapoBaHUE.

«f yKe ero ucneltajga», - nogymasna Mer.

- YemM s Mory OBITH pa3oyapoBaHa? - Mer BelgaBuia u3 cebs yaelOKy. - 4 Bedb Jaxe He 3HAl0 3TOT0
YyeJioBeKa.

- { mymai, 410 4 ero 3Har0. Ho Anekc oueHb U3MEHUJICS C TeX II0p, KaK MBI BUIEJIUCH [TOCIIeQHUN
pas.

- [TaBHO 3TO OBLIO?
IxxeiMH 3afyMajiCs Ha MUHYTY.

- [1ATh, MOXKET, IECTh JIeT Ha3af. XOTsS OH OCTABHII CIyk0y y MOero Ky3eHa 0onee MSTHAOUATH JIET
Hazaf.

- 3TO0TO BpeMeHH! JOCTAaTO4YHO, YTOOBI HU3MEHUTHCS.

- Ho oT mpexHero Anekca, Kakoro s IOMHIO, HUYET0 He 0CTaJIoCh. BpeMs 3aKauiio ero, ¥ OH yXe He
TOT YIBIOUMBEIN IOHOIIIA, KaKUM ObIIT paHbie. [laxke He BEPUTCS, YTO KOTTA-TO OH OblT 6€33a60THEIM U
BECEJIBIM YeJIOBEKOM.
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Mer Toxe TPYAHO GBIJIO B 3TO MOBEPUTH, €C/IH OBl HE BOCTIOMUHAHUS O TOM €T0 laBHEM BU3UTE U HE
TIOOTPYHUBAHKE BO BPeMs TaHIla. UTHTEPECHO, YTO TaK 0XKECTOUMIIO U 3aKaJIUJIio ero?

- Popu Ov11 cepre3HbIM, a Anekc Mo HaType Oonbile nogctpekaTens. Ho oM Bcerga ObIM O/IU3KHA.
CTpaHHO, 4TO Teneps BCe TaK CUJILHO U3MEeHUI0Ch. Ho MHe KaxeTcs, Korga AjleKc IT0B3pOCell, eMy
CTaJIo TPyOHO OBITH MJIaAIIMM OpaTOM TaKOM JiereHh, Kak Popu Mop, Popu Benukuii.

He moxoxe, uToObl Astekc Makyaym 60s7ICS TIOTEPSAThCS B UYbeH-TO TEHU, KAKOM ObI 3aMETHOM OHA HU
Oblta. OH MOHKMMaJ ¥ KOHTPOJIMPOBAJI CUTYyallnio. Brin yBepeHHBIM B ce0e nunepoM. Ho cBoe MHeHUE
Mer ocTaBuna mnpu cebe.

Ona nepeBena B3raA Ha Anekca u youBunach. OH HaOmonan 3a He. [IpryeM BecbMa IIPUCTAJIBHO.
W Bup y Hero OblL... cepauThid. ETo B3rIsA MpoH3al HaCKBO3b. Y Mer flaxKe IepexBaTUIIO IbIXaHUeE.

910 OBINIO ITOX0XKE Ha AUKYI0 CTPacTh. CTPAcTh, sI3bIKa KOTOPOM OHAa HUKOTHA Mpexke He 3Hana. fA3bK
JKeJlaHUs, BOTHEHHUS U BOXKOeeHus1. Mer mo4yBCcTBOBasa ce0si 6€CIIOMOIIIHOM, CTIOBHO IIOTaja B
JOBYIIKY. Ero B3T/gA He OoTIycKan ee, 1 Mer yxke HeHaBupena ce0s 3a TO, UYTO He MOTjla OTBECTH OT
Hero rias.

Anexkc cpuemnan 310 3a Hee. OH PE3KO IMOBEPHYJICA U ITOKUHYII 3all. UTO XKe 5TOT YeJIOBEK [eNlaeT C
Hel? OH ocTaBun ee 6e3 YYBCTB C IIOMOIIIBI0 OJHOT'O TOJIBKO B3TJisAa.

- C ToOo¥ Bce B mmopsinke, Mer? - ¢ 6eCIioKoicTBOM cripocun [xkewmu. - Trl moOnegHenna Kak
IIOJIOTHO.

Mer cpenana 60nbIION TTIOTOK BUHA, HALEACh, YTO CllafiKas KUAKOCTh HEMHOI'O YCIIOKOUT ee
y4allleHHBIY IYJIbC.

- Bce B mopsigke. HeMHOro mporoioganach, 4 BCe.
- ITo3Bomnb oTBecTH TeOSI B 00emeHHbI 3a. - [[2KelMu ITPeIJIoKUII el CBOIO PYKY.

Mer no6opora B cebe xkenaHue OTJTHYTHCS B oucKax Anekca. «OcTtaBb 9T0, Mer. OH He [ys Te0s.
Tebe HyKeH TaKOH, KaK...»

IxxeyMu.

BoT 0 XoM oHa [oyIXKHa gymaTh. Torga moyeMy [0 CUX op coMHeBaeTcs? OHa He IPUBLIKIIA
OTKJIafibIBaTh JeJia, Ha Hee 3TO COBCeM He moxoxke. Ho CIUIIKOM MHOT0€e ITOCTaBIeHO Ha KapTy, eClIu
ee BHIOOP OKaXXeTCsT HempaBUIbHEIM. CITUIIIKOM BaXXHEIM OBITIO 3TO PellleHune, YTOOBl MPUHUMATD €TO0,
He o0myMaB. Eif HeoOxoguMo BpeMsi, YTOOHI BCe B3BECUTh U IMPOAHaIN3UpoBaTh. Ho KakK pa3 BpeMeHuU
y Hee He ObLIIO.

Mer Bcerga OyMaila, 9TO €€ OTIla HUYTO HEe CMO2XKET 040JIeTh, HO HEeAdBHAA 0ome3Hb IMOKa3asa, KakKou
XpynKoﬁ MOKeT OBITh XKH3Hb. Kak 3a 0JHO MTHOBEHHE BCE MOXKET H3MEHUThCS.

B ronose BCIIBIXHYJIA APKHWE BOCIIOMUHAHNA OOJHOTO 2KAPKOT'O0 BECEHHET0 OHA, KOI'la €€ KU3Hb KPYTO
N3MEHHUJIaChb.

Mer 6exaja B OUONMMOTEKY, TPUKPHIB POT JAOOLIKOM, YTOOH cuepxaTh cMex. OHa TONBKO 4TO
KyIIajach C lepeBeHCKUMHE AeThMH B o3epe. U HeH crern ceGe BEHOK U3 IOTUKOB U IPOBO3TIACHIT
cebs koposieM Masi. OH Bcerfa fenajn 4YTo-HuOymb, 4TOOb paCCMeIIUTh UX. Mer X0TeJI0Ch MTOHEeTUThCS
CBOMM BECEJIbeM C MaTephio, OHa ObIJIa TAKOM IedasibHOM B IIOC/IEOHEee BpeMs. ITO HeIIPeMeHHO
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Pa3BECEJIUT €ee. ,]:[Bepb OKa3aJlaChb OTKpBITOIZ, u Mer, YCJIBIIIAB IJIa9 MaTe€PH, OCTAHOBUJIACh KaK
BKOIIaHHA.

- OHa yBepeHa? - IIOCJIBIIIIAJICA T'OJIOC OTIA.
Mer cHOBa yCibIllaJia IPUTIYIIEHHBIE PEITAHWA MaTEPH.

- BombIne HUKAKUX JeTel, - KakK 9X0 MOBTOPUII OTell. - HUKaKuX CHIHOBEH. - MerT ClIblIana HOTKU
pa3ovapoBaHus B ero rojoce. - KTo cTaHeT ri1aBoy KilaHa, KOTHa I yMpy? - ITOT BOIIPOC OH 3amajl
CKOpee BCero camomy cebe.

CrpaHrHo, nogymana Mer. MeH, KOHeYHO.
- Mlen HUKOT/]a HE CMOXET YIIPaBIATh KJTaHOM CaMOCTOSITENIbHO, - IIPOA0JIZKa OTell,.

ITH CJI0Ba 3aCTaBWIXM Mer BCIIOMHHUTD TO, Ha YTO OHA [OJITOe BpeMs CcTapasiach He obpalraTh
BHUMaHUs. KaKMM-TO BHYTPEHHUM YyTheM OHA ITOHMMaJa, YTO MATHAAUATHIETHIE MAbYUIIKN HE
MOJIKHEI TIJIECTH BEHKM M3 JIIOTMKOB U TAHIIEBATh BOKPYT IepeBa.

- MHe 04YeHb Xallb, - BEITABHJIAa MaTh CKBO3b PEITAHHUA.

- Ycnoxkoticsi, mo00Bb Mosi. Mbl 4TO-HUOYOb MpuayMaeM. TOMbKO C MyKYHHAMHU B HAIllel CEMbe
npobneMa. Ecnu 0wl y MeHs Obl1 OpaT, A, Ky3eH... Her, Vel - eOMHCTBEHHAS BO3MOXKHOCTD. HoO
Maxe ecJiy s Ha30BY er0 CBOMM ITOMOIITHHKOM, HacJeqoBaHKue THTY/IA I'IaBhl KJIaHA OKAXKeTCs [JIsd
HETO TI0f BorpocoM. Eciii He BHYTpHU KjlaHa, TO U3BHE, KOTHA I YMpPY. - Mer ycibliIIana B3goxX OTIa. -
Ecnu 6e1 Mer Oblyta TapHeM, U3 Hee Obl MTOIYYUIICS OTIMYHBIN I'TaBa KJlaHa.

¥ Mer po cux mop 6oneno cepplie 3a 6parta. 3a CUJIBHOTO, KpaCUBOI0 cTapiero 6para, fo6poro u
HeBUHHOTO. Kakasl pa3Hulla, YTO OH He YUTAeT U He CKIaAbBaeT UKU(PH Tak XKe X0poIuo, Kak Mer?
Wnu 9T0 OH MHOTAa HEJIOBKO YYBCTBYET Ce0s cpeny He3HaKOMBIX JTofel? Mer miobuia ero Tak, Kak
mobast IeBYOHKa JIIOOUT CBOET0 cTapInero Opata. MoxeT OBITh, fake YYTOUYKY CHUJIbHEE, TIOTOMY YTO
OH OY€Hb CHJIbHO HyXKpajcs B Hell. OHa orpaxpasa ero oT XeCTOKOI'0 MUPa, HO He MOTJjla OIPafUTh
OT Bcero Ha cBeTe. OH MOHUMaJI HaMHOTro 0osiblile, yeM gyManu nogu. OH 3HaJ, KOrAa fejlal YTo-To
HenpaBUIbHO. TsxKenee Bcero ObUIO HabII0OATh €ro pacTylee YyBCTBO Pa304apoBaHus, KOrja OH
TIIBITAJICSI YTOOUTD OTILY, @ U3 3TOT0 HUYETO TOJIKOBOTO HE BHIXOIHUIIO.

Ecnu 65 TOMbKO Mer Oblia TapHeM, U3 Hee MOIy4Yuics Obl OTJIMYHEIM T'71aBa KjlaHa. FIMeHHO 3Tu
CJIOBa IIOCIIY2KUJIA CUTHAJIOM K JercTBUI0. OHa ITIOMOXKET I;IeHy. [Tocnenuue gecsaTs netT Mer
NIOCBsATUIIA ce0s KJlaHy, Hay4Yusiach UCKYCCTBY YIIPABNIATh 3eM/ISIMU U (PMHAHCOBHIMU JiellaMy KJlaHa
MakKKHUHHOHOB.

Ho el Hago HaUTH MyKYKHY, KOTOPHIM BCTAHET PSAOM ¢ OpaToOM TaM, ITie OHa HE CMOXKET eMy
TOMOYb. BOo B3aMMOOTHOIIIEHUSIX C MPUABOPHEIMU. KTO CMOKET CpazKkaThCs C HUM PSIIOM, IIJTIEYOM K
IIJIedy, eCyIy MOSBUTCS Takas HyXKpaa. KimaH cuilieH TOMbKO TOTAa, KOTia CUJIeH ero riaBa. Korga ee
OpaT yHaciemyeT TUTYI IJIaBbl, UX 3eMJIM MOTYT IIOOBEPTHYTHCSI PUCKY HaIlafieHus CO CTOPOHH 6oree
MOIIIHBIX KJIAHOB, KOTOPBEIE BEYHO HINYT HOBHIE 3€MJIM [IJIT CBOEH ITOCTOSTHHO YBEeTMYUBAIOUIEUCS
YUCIIeHHOCTH. JIIOMH OTIa GBUIH y2Ke HEMOJIOfI, OHHU BPSI/ JTX CMOTYT 3aIlUTHTh HO3UIHIO0 HeHa.
[ToaToMy BEIOOD MyKa - OYeHb OTBETCTBEHHOE [iesio Ay Mer.

C ee IIOMOIIBIO ¥ TIOANEPXKKOI MyxKa FeH cTaHeT XOpOIINM I71aBoii KnaHa. HMeH Gl HacleHIKOM
OTIIa, eT0 Ha3HAYEHHHIM TPEEMHUKOM. DTO MECTO ITPUHAMIEKAIO My C MOMEHTA POXKOEHHUS, HO
OCTaTKX BHIOOPHO¥M CHCTEMEI HaCJeNOBaHUS U3 CTApOr0 UPJIaHACKOTO IIpaBa gaBasid MOBOJ
HEKOTOPHIM JyMaTh, UTO 9Ta UCTHHA MOXKeT ObTh ociopeHa. Ha Ckae OpaT GBI U3BECTEH TOT
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nMeHeM Uen CrnaboyMmHubIN. M 3TO 3By4asno Kak HacMellKa. Mer BceMu CUJIaMHU CTapajach
IIPOTUBOCTOSATH 37I0SI3BIYHUKAM U Jiefiasia Bce, YTOOH OrpafiuTh OpaTa OT KecToKocTu Mupa. Y ot
pa3oyapoBaHus OTIA.

Hag Mer Bce BpeMsi TSroTesno OpeMs oTBeTCTBeHHOCTH. OHa TaK HAaCTOMYMBO HOKA3hIBajIA OTITY, YTO
KJIaH MOXKHO CIIaCTH, YTO Y Hee Telephb IIPOCTO HET IpaBa Ha omuOKy. Bce pemmT ogus Beibop. U oHa
IOJI>KHA CHesaTh ero.

XBaTUT MeUTaTh O CKa3ke. HUKTO He InpueneT Ha 0eloM KOHe U He CieJlaeT ee pelnenne JIETKuM.

Anekc Makiayn He [y Hee. Ee BJIEKJIO K 3TOMY 4YeJIOBEKY TaK, KaK HAUKOra HU K KOMY He BJIEKJIO
pasbiie. Ho 3T0 He uMeeT 3HaueHus. OHa He [TO3BOJIUT YyBCTBaM IIOB/IUATH Ha ee pelleHue. AJeKc -
HaeMHUK, BOUH, YeJI0OBeK Npouwnoro. Jlroou, nogo6Hble eMy, KUBYT IIEPEXUTON 3110X0M, BpeMeHaMu
B3aMMHOM BpaXKkl, HaberoB 1 6e3rpaHWYHOM BJIACTH TJIaBHl KlaHa. PoJIb I/1aBh KlaHa B
BEICOKOTOpHOU [lloTnannun MeHsieTcs. Teleps OH CTAaHOBUTCS HE IIPOCTO IIpedBOgUTeIeM BOUHOB. OH
IOJIXKeH OBITh TOTOB UMETH [I€JI0 C KOPOJIEM U €T0 JTIOObMHU.

Mer HyKeH 4eJI0BEK, KOTOPHIM YCIIOKOUT JIIOfEeH KOPOJIs, 10 KpaliHe# Mepe YCTAHOBUT C HUMMU
HerTpanuTteT. OT AleKca ke UCXOMKIa OMMAaCHOCTh Y2Ke B TOT MOMEHT, KaK OH TOJIbKO BXOMUII B
KOMHaTYy. [[o IMoCcIeqHero JioiMa SIB/ISIICh BOMHOM-TOPIIEM, OH OBIJT BOIJIOIIIEHUEM TeX, KOTO KUTEJH
PaBHUHEBI OOSITTHCE.

Mer gonruM B3TISOOM IIOCMOTpPesa Ha [KelMU, KOTOPBIM TEPIEINUBO CTOSI PSIOOM, HE IIO3BOIIS e
MBICJIEHHO BO3BpAIlaThCsl K TOMY, KTO TOJIBKO YTO IMOKUHYJ 3ail. KTo BeI3Bai B HEW OypIo SMOIIM.

Cpenas rioy06okuit Boox, Mer B3sna [Ixkeimu nog pyKy. Ha 9ToT pa3 nmoTpsiceHust He OBIIIO.
XypomaBas MyCKyJaTypa 3TOT0 MyKYMHEI HE BEI3bIBaJia Y Hee HEKOHTPOIMPYEMBIX OIIYIIeHUH,
0e3ynepKHOT0 IPUikBa YyBCTB.

Mer ycrasna OT BHIBUTAaEMbIX KHM3HEHHBIX 3afiay. [Ipu IBope 0OHa YyBCTBOBAsa ce0si He B CBOEH
TapeJIKe ¥ XOPOILIo MOHUMasa 3To. [[xkeiimu KeMnbOesn aydiine BCEro IOOXOOUT Ha POJIb MyXKa,
II09TOMY OHa [I0/IKHA MPUHSATh eAUHCTBeHHOe perneHue. CKOJIBKO MOXKHO TeP3aThCS COMHEHUSIMU?

I'maBa 5

Anekc TIOKHHYII 3aJl B Pa3paxXeHnuu, €CJIIM He CKa3aTh B THEBE. Camoe Xyauiee, 4To OH He 3Hall
IIPUYHH CBOETO IIJIOX0I'0 HaCTPOEHN .

MwuHOBaB BOPOTA, OH IIOIIEJ 110 BEIMOLIEHHOM OYJIBIXKHUKOM HOPOTe, HeJaBHO IIOCTPOEHHON KOPOJIEM
fAkoBom. OHa coefuHsIIa 3aMOK X0IUPY[ ¢ IOUHOYPrcKUM. AJTIeKC He CcTapalcs CaelaTh He3aMeTHBIM
CBOM yXO[I, HO TeM He MeHee OCTOPOKHO YOeOuics B TOM, YTO 3a HUM HUKTO He ITOCIeqoBal.
[Toxozxke, GONBIIMHCTBO JIIOAEH ITOBEPUIIN €T0 PACCKa3y 0 TOM, YTO OH HIeT Pa0oTy HaeMHOT0 BOMHA.
Ho k ropiiam Bcergia OTHOCHJIUCE C TIONO3PEHUEM, ITI09TOMY OH He XOTeJl PHCKOBATb.

Anekc oma3asiBan. OH momKeH ObIT BCTPETUTLCS B MMUBHOM CO CBOMM CKBaMpoM, Po06u, ¥ paccka3aTth
eMy BCe, YTO yOaJioch Y3HaTh, HO 3afiepxkascs. BceMy BuHOM Oblyia MajleHbKast KOJIIYHbBS C OOJBITUMU
3eJIeHBIMU I'1a3aMu. BMecTo Toro 4To0n HabIiofaTh 3a JII0ABMH KOPOJIs, IIoCTapaThcsi coOpaTh
no0osblile “HPOpPMaIuK, OH C PacTyIIUM pa3apaxkeHueM HaOmonan 3a 6ecenoit Mer u [[xkedMu
Kemn6emnna. Bo B3rnsgme Mer oH 4TO-TO 3aMETHII...

AJekc omo3peBal, 4YTO OHa yXKe chesasna cBoi BeO0p. Ho ero 3To He HOMKHO BOJHOBATh, HAIIOMHMII
cebe Anexc. CBoli BEIOOD OH CcHenal yKe AaBHO, ¥ OH He IIpefrnosaran kKeHuTs0u. Ero Oynyinee, Kak
Onukaiinee, Tak ¥ OTHaeHHOe, ObIIO HeONpeeleHHEIM, HO [iejla CepeyYHble MasuuiIu Ioe-To Ha
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3aHEM IIJIaHe.

OH uCHOHITHIBAJ HEIIPEOOOINMO€E UCKYIIEeHNE [TIOAOUTH K Hell II0C/Ie CBOEeTr0 HEYKITI0XKEr 0
KOMIIJIUMEHTa BO BpeMs TaHUa. OHa HeIIpaBUJIbLHO UCTOJIKOBAJIa €ro CJI0Ba, HO AJIeKC YyBCTBOBAJI,
YyTO 3afes1 ee 00JIbHOE MECTO, HEBOJILHO CPaBHUB C MaTePhI0. Po3anuuy MakKKUHHOH Obllla KpacuBOM
JKEHIIMHOM, HO ee I0Yb - TOXKe KpacaBulla. Bce B Helt Ob1710 MUIEIM. OIeToMIIsiolas [eTHKaTHOCTh
K 4eJIOBEKY, KOTOPHIM AOJIr0e BpeMs 3Hall TOJIbKO JullleHus. Pa3Be Mer He MOHMMaeT, Kak OHa
KpacuBa? HeT. Asiekc BOPYT MOHSJ, YTO OHA U30 BCEX CHUJI CTapaeTcs He IOJ4YePKUBaTh CBOIO
KpacoTy, CKPBIBasCh 3a MEIIKOBATOU OOeXkKA0U U IPOCTHIMU IIpruecKaMu. [laxe OH caM efiBa He
IIOMaJICS Ha 3Ty OeBUYBI0 YIIOBKY.

Bomb B rmazax Mer riy0oko BcTpeBoxuia Amekca. «O I'ocronu, - mogyMar OH, - KaXKeTcs, 5
mporan». Mer Oblyla IEPBOY 3a YeTHIPe rofia XKEeHIIUHOM, KOTOpas 3aCTaBuIa €ro AyMaTh 0 Y4eM-TO
OPyroM, KpoMe MeCTH, TOMCKA CIIPABeIIMBOCTH, UCKYIIJIeHUsT BUHEI. OKa3bIBA€TCS, B XKU3HU €CTh
MECTO U OYIIEBHHIM IIOphIBaM, CepaeuHbIM BieueHusM! Ho Kak e ObITh, YTOOBI OTHO HE MEIIaso
IpyroMy, 4ToOBI OH BHITIOJIHUII CBOM mojr? HeT, Hafo crenaTh Bce, YTOOB MBEICTH 00 9TOM [AEBYIIKE He
TPEBOKUIIK €TO0.

Ha mopxope K ropofly eMy yiapuia B HOC pe3Kasi BOHb OT HCIIpaKHeHuu. OTBpaTHUTeNbHAS
BRIIPeOHAs SMa UHTPUT U MTPOJAKHOCTH, ITPOIUTABIIAS KOPOIEBCKUI JBOP, II0X0XKE, BHITIECHYIACH
Ha ynuiel. be3 nmpeyBenuyenus. «M oHM CYMTAIOT HAC BapBapaMu», - C OTBpallleHHeM IMOgyMaJl
Anexkc. [To KpaitHe#t Mepe XKuTeau ropHou [IoTnanauy He BEIOPACEIBAIOT OTXOMH B OKHA, YTOOB OHU
CTeKaJly 110 OTKPHITHIM CTOYHBIM KaHajaM, a 00BIBaTe U IIpu 3TOM Kpudanu: «OCTOPOXKHO, Bofa!»

3amnax CTOsIJI OTBPATUTEIbHEIM, a B TEIUIYIO JIETHIOI HOYb OBIJI TPOCTO HEBLIHOCUMEIM. [laxe mis
YyeJi0BeKa, KOTOPHIN MPUBHIK K YCIIOBUSIM KM3HU U3rHAHHMKA, TPSI3b B dOuHOypre Oblia
HEBEPOSITHOU.

A7nekc IPUKPEHIT TUII0 KpaeM mmalia. OT MEePCTH 00 CUX IIOP MCXOOUII TOHKHMY 3amax JIaBaHObl. ITO
’KeHa OpaTa, Mi3abens, moctapanacsk, moHsn Anekc. Korga on mpuexan B [laHBeraH, OHa I'po3uia
OpocuThb B OTOHB BCIO €T0 ofexay. [loToM ycTynuia, Korga OH II03BOIUI el HabJiofaTh 3a MpoIeccoM
CTUPKHU.

HanomuHanue 0 qoMe BCKOJIBIXHYJIO XKeJlaHue II0OCKOpee MOKUHYTh 3TO KOIIMapHOe MECTO.
KoponeBckuii iBop 0BT HEOOXOOUMOM, HO HETPUSTHON OCTAaHOBKOM 171 cOopa HHPOpMaluu Iepen
TeM, KaK OH OTIIPaBUTCS Ha O0CTPOB JIbtouc. Ecnu ciyXxu 0 BTOPOU IIOIBITKE KOJIOHU3UPOBATh OCTPOB
TIOJITBEPHSTCS, ATIEKC BBIBelaeT BCIO BO3MOXKHYI0 HH(GOPMAIIUIO, YTOORI TOMOYb CBOEMY POTY,
Makiaynam u3 JIbiouca, moMeniaTh BTopzkeHu0. Ha JIbiornce mTporu30iaeT pellatolinas 6uTsa... Pagu
noOefbl. B Helil OH TOTOB CJIOXKUTEH CBOIO TOJIOBY.

Ecnu OBl OH MOT IIPSIMO Ceryac OTIPaBUTLCS Ha JIbIoMC, OH Obl HU CEKYHOH He MEMJINII.

«He cnemm, - HanoMmuun cebe Anekc. - [IycTs Med MoKa IO0XKOEeT B HOXKHax». Hamo HauuHaTh He
COBCEM TIPUBHIYHYIO 1151 ce6s1 paboTy cOopiuka nHbopMaluy. CpeIB MJIaHOB KOPOJIA CTajl Obl
BeNMyaniel mobeno [ rinaB KinaHoB OCTpoBOB. A moMoIlb CO6CTBEHHOMY pofy, MakiaynaM u3
JIptonica, HaKOHeIl faa Obl AJIeKCy IIaHC UCIIPaBUTh HECIIPaBEAIMBOCTh, KOTOPas IpeciiefioBajia ero
LOJITHe IATh JIeT. AJIeKC 3HaJI, YTO OH CTYIUJI Ha ONACHYI0 Tpomy. EC/iu ero cxBaTaT 3[eCh UJU
103xe Ha JIplonce, ero JeHCTBUS BIIOJIHE MOTYT ObITh KCTOJIKOBAHbI KaK U3MeHa. Ho 1enb cTouT
TaKoro pucka. Kcratu, 6paT mbITanCcs OTTOBOPUTH €TI0, Pa3bsICHUB, UTO 3aflyMaHHbIM UMU IIJIaH
ypeBaT 6onbmrMu onacHocTsiMu. Ho Anekc yOenun Popu, 4To HUKTO APYroi He cHenaeT 3Ty paboTy
Jydiiie ero. Y Hero OBIIO MOJI0XKEeHKe U 3HaKOMCTBA IIpY OBOPE, a TakXKe OOCTYIH K [IKeluMu
Kemnbenny u OpyruM BasKHBEIM IOJIUTUYECKUM JTUAEPaM. A 4TO KacaeTcs ero CIIoCOOHOCTH
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BO3T/IaBUTh OYHTYIOIUX Ha JIptouce, Ayekc 3aBepusl 6paTa B CBOEH IOTOBHOCTH CHENIATh 3TO B JTH000M
MoMeHT. Ho 6paT Obis1 IPOTHUB: ceitvyac BaxkHee pa3Benka. OmHO BpeMst Popu u cam roToB ObLI CTaTh
BO I'JIaBe IIPOTECTYIOIIKX, HO eMy Hafo ObLI0O PYKOBOAUTH KJIaHOM, CTapaThCsl HAXOAUTh OOIINiA SI3LIK C
KOPOJIEM.

Y Anekca Takux 00513aTenbCTB He Ob10. OH HUKOTTIa He 3aBUI0BAJ poyiu OpaTa. B oTinuyue oT HETo
OH MOT IIPUCIIYIINBAThCS K CBOEW COBECTH M K COOCTBEHHOMY UYBCTBY CIIpaBeJIMBOCTU. FIMEHHO
3THM OH ¥ 3aHUMaJICA II0CJielHie TPU rofa. Bckope mocse Toro, Kak Anekc IOKKAHY [laHBeraH, OH
IIPUCOENNHUIICA K TOPCTKE JUIIeHHEIX 3eM/IM BOMHOB, KOTOPHIE BHICTYTIAIM 107 3HaMeHaMu KJlaHa.
Koponb fIK0B mpeBpaTuil UX B U3THAHHUKOB Ha UX COOCTBEHHEIX 3€MJISIX, OXOTHJIICS, KaK 3a
IPeCTYIHUKAMH, IIPecaeqoBa U caXxall B TIOpbMY 0€3 BCAKUX MPUUYKH. [laxe MOf CTPaXOM CMEPTH
3arpelan Ha3elBaThCd Makrperopamu. HecripaBeinBOCTD U KECTOKOCTb KOPOJISI pa3mpazara
Anekca, ¥ OH PeIIu CaMOJINYHO BO3TJIaBUTh OTPS[ 00bSIBIEHHBIX BHE 3aKOHA JTIOfeH.

...Jacsl mpobunu mecsiTh. AJIEKC YCKOPHII IIaTH, CTapasiCh UATH 110 TJIaBHLIM YIUIlaM U U30eraTh
7mabuPUHTOB Y3KUX yII04YeK U ABOPOB. [loBepHYB HaneBo, Ha BecT-bay, OH CIIyCTUIICS C KPYTOTO X0JIMa
K PHIHOYHOM IIJIONIAAH, Tie IPOBOAMINCE IyOIMYHbEIe Ka3HU. 371eCh PeAKO ObIBaji IPHUABOPHEIE,
03TOMY AJIeKC HaflesiiCs, YTO He BCTPETUT HUKOT0 U3 OBOPIIA.

OH OTKPHII IBEPH B IUBHYIO U IIPUTHYJI TOJI0OBY, YTOOH IPOUTH. B HOC yoapun 3amax MjieceHu 1
HEMBITHIX TeJl. ['TTaBHEIN 3aJ1 ObIJT MaJIEeHBKUM U IIJI0X0 OCBEIEHHBIM. [1eCATOK-IPYTOM IOCTOSHHBIX
KJIMEHTOB PACCPENOTOUYMUINCH 3a HU3EHbKUMU CTOJIMKAaMU, HECKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK CTOSIJIA Y CTOUKY, e
X03sKa [IMBHOY pa3jiuBaja MUBO. AJIeKC 3aKa3asl KPYXKKy [IMBa y IPUCIIYTY U NIPOIIeSI B PYTOu 3all,
ellle MeHbIIIe IePBOro. 3[eCh ToXKe ObUIM HU3KHE IIOTOJIKY, ¥ AJIEKCY CHOBA IIPUIIIOCH IPUTHYTHCS.

CTOMEL pa3mesnsiy MWUPMEL U3 KOPUUHEeBOU OyMary, co3faBas nonodue yeguHeHHOCTH. BEICTpo
ob0HapyxuB Po60u, AneKc CKOIb3HYII Ha JePeBSIHHYI0 CKaMelKy HallpOTUB HETo, YCEeBIIUCH JIULIOM K
nBepu. EMy ObIIIO IPUSITHO, YTO MapeHb MOCTIEN0BAN eT0 YKa3aHUsIM U 3aHSIJ CTOJIUK B OTaIEeHHOM
YTy 3aja, YToOB HUKTO HE MOT UX TIOACIyIIaTh. YIbI0Ka, TIOSBUBIIASCS Ha JIUIE CKBalpa,
no3abaBuina Asnekca.

- Tel Tak papj BUOETh MeHs, IapeHb? f 3aiiMyCh TBOeU TPEHUPOBKOM, KOTla 3aKOHYY C mejamu. CBou
YyBCTBa HaM0 AepXkaThb B3alepTH.

P0o66u BCIIBIXHYII, TOTOM YCMEXHYJICS, KOTTIa TOHSJI, YTO AJIEKC TONBKO IIyTUT. OH ITOBEPTEN TOI0BOM
1I0 CTOPOHAM U IIPOIIeNTa, HaMOPIIKUB HOC:

- MHe He HPABUTCA 3TO MeCTO. Becs Tropofng MaXHeT 94eM-TO Y2KdCHBIM. Kak TyT JIIOOA }KI/IBYT?

«MHe TOXe He HPaBUTCSA 3TO MeCTO», - mopyMai Anekc. Ho HU4Yero He nopenaens, UM HaTO
BHITIOJTHATH CBOIO 3afauy. [1oaToMy AJIeKC TOIBKO CIIPOCUIT:

- Ham 4Tto-TO yrpoxkaert?

Korga BOKpyT Tak MHOTO JIiofiell KOpoJisg, OUHOYpr oacHOe MeCTO s Jitofei U3 KjiaHa
Makrperopa. B 00sr9HO#M cuTyaruu Anekc B3s1 Obl CKBalipa ¢ co601 KO OBOPY, HO OH HE MOT
PUCKOBaTh, YTOOHI ET'0 OTI03HAJIH.

- Het, munopg, - mokayars royiosoi Poo6u.
- Kak [TaTpuk u Bce ocTajbHBEIE?

- OHHU TOTOBHI.
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- OrnuuHo. - [Toka Anekc 6ymeT y3HaBaTh BCe, YTO BO3MOXKHO, IIPU OBOpPe, [IaTPUK U ero BOUHEI
OymyT XOOUTh 10 TAaBePHAM U MMMBHBIM, KOTOPBIE YaCTO IOCEIIAl0T HaeMHbIe BOMHEI, ¥ CHIYIIATh, YTO
TOBOPST O JIIOOBIX IIEPeIBUKEHUSIX CUII B CTOPOHY OCTPOoBOB. P060U GyIeT CBS3YIOIIUM 3BEHOM
MexXny ANeKCoOM U ero jiofbMu. Ero MomomocTs 1 HeOOJIBIIION POCT IIO3BOISAT €My He3aMeTHO
KypCHUPOBaTh TyAa-Ciofa.

- Hamu gpy3bs mpulsiiu? - Ha 3ammudppoBaHHOM SI3bIKe cripocus Po66u, uMes: B BULy BOMHOB C
PaBHUHEI, TpefHa3HauYEeHHBIX /I OTIIpaBKU Ha JIbIOuC.

- He BCceM 3T0 ymanocs.

B rrmazax Po606u monbIxHy 10 moHuMaHue. OTCYTCTBHE TTIAaBHBIX JIKI] IIPU ABOPE IMOATBEPKIAI0 CITYXH
0 TOM, YTO TOTOBUTCSI BTOPAs IOIBITKA KOJIOHU3UPOBAThH JIBIOKC.

- Onu OyAyT IMyTEIIeCTBOBATh 3TUM JIETOM?

- [Toka He 3Haw0. Ho eciu OHM 3aXOTST BCE PELIUTH 4O 3UMbI, UM CKOPO CJEAyeT TPOraThCs B mMyTh. K
KOHIIy HEJIeJIH 51 HafIel0Ch TIOIyYUTh OO0JIbIe HHGOPMAIUH.

Po60u KUBHY]I.

Anekc 06BeJI B3TNISIAOM 3aJ1, YTOOH YOeOUTHCS, YTO OHU HUKOTO HE 3aMHTEPECOBAIM CBOUM
[IOSIBJIEHUEM 3[eCh.

- BecrpeTtumcs cHoBa B cy600Ty uepes Hemenro. Torma cMoOXkeM IIOr0OBOPUTL 0ojiee CBOGOIHO.
-T'me?

- 3a ropoackuMu BopoTaMmu. [10CcTOsIbIM IBOP Ha3kiBaeTCs «OBeYbs MIKypa». 3HAEIIb TaKOH?
- Hert, - mokauasn romnooi#t Po66u, - HO s Haumy.

- OH HAXOOUTCS Y BOCTOUHOW I'PaHUIIB XONMUPYACKOrO MTapKa, II03afiu 10CTa JIYYHUKA, B IEPEeBHE
HapmuHrcToH. [TogoXay MeHs TaM, S He 3Hal0, B KAKOe BpeMs MHe YOaCTCS YIIU3HYTh.

Anekc IHITIMBO ITIOCMOTPE Ha MapHs. Po60u OTIMYHO yIIPaBIISAICS C KIIMHKOM, HO B TOHKOM fiejie
c6opa mHGOPMALIXK MOT HATOMATh IPOB.

- Bymb ocTopoxkeH, Po66u. Y Hac B ropofie MHOTO Bparos.

[TapHuIIKa He MOT CKPHITh CBOETO YIOBOIBLCTBUS, OH OBLI TPOHYT, UTO €ro JIOopK OeCIIOKOUTCS 3a
Hero. A Anexc npeObIBaj B CMATEHHBIX YyBCTBaX, CaM He IIOHKMAJI, YTO C HUM NIpoucXofuT. Hepens,
IpoBefieHHas B [laHBeraHe ¢ OpaToM U ero KeHOM, [T03BOJINIa eMy HEMHOTO OTHOXHYTh OYIIOMN.
Henp3s xxe 06CKOHEYHO AyMaTh TOJIBKO O BOMHe! Y MBICTIM €r0 HeBOIBHO 00PaTUINCh K
3€eJIeHOrJIa301 KOJIAYHEE.

Po66u TeM BpeMeHeM BCTaJl U3-3a CTOJIA.
- Brl ToKe GyapTE OCTOPOKHBI, MUJIOPH.
- [TpoBanuBai, OpyXKulle, - XOXOTHYJI AJIeKC, - TIOKa 51 He Hayajl TPeHUPOoBaTh Tebs IpsIMo ceryac.

P0o60u yXMBITBHYJICS M UCYE3.
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OTKUHYBIIMCH Ha CKaMbe, AJTeKC pacciabuiics Ha MTHOBEHHE, PaCCMaTpPUBAsi 3ajl ¥ ero
noceTuTesed. B TaBepHaxX U MUBHLIX BCe OBUIM paBHBL. HaBepHOe, OI0KWHA MYKUYMH U3 BCEX CIIOEB
o01IecTBa cMelllanach B 3axMesieBiieM 6patcTBe. [lonoiika Ha BpeMs cOnu3uma ux. [JBoe BEITUBOX
ITPOCKOJIb3HYJIM 3@ COCETHIOI MUPMY. AJIEKC COMHEBAJICS, YTO OHM MOTJIM 3aMETHUTb €TI0, CHASILIETO B
TeMHOM yriy. Ho u oH ux He Bupen. OH yKe coOMpascs BCTaTh U YUTH, KaK ONUH M3 MyKUYKWH Hadaj
TOBOPUTH Ha UPJIAHICKOM SI3bIKE C TPOBUHIIMANIBHBIM aKIIEHTOM, KOTOPHIM BHIIaBajl B HEM TOpIia.

- Trl Gorbllle He TIOJTyYHIIb OT MEHS IeHeT - 0 TeX Iop, IToKa paboTa He OymeT chenaHa.

- Ho s MHOTHX CBOMX JIIOfeH TIOTEPSITI B IEPBOM CXBATKe, - MOXKAJIOBAJICA ero cobecemHUK. - MHe
HeoOXoOuMO HaUTH UM 3aMeHY.

970 OBIT TOKE TOPEL, TOHSI AJIeKC.

- 910 He Moe meno. Tebe XOpOIIIo 3aMIaTHIIX 3a TBOM 00EBEIE HABHIKU. - B TOI0Ce 3a3ByYajIu THEBHEIE
HOTKHU. - Y rme ke oHu? THl TO3BONIUII KyUKe Opogsar pa3buth Tebs.

- O1o OblIM He OPOASTH, @ XOPOII0 00yYeHHBIE BOMHEL. Sl HUKOIIa He BUIEN Yej0BeKa, KOTOPHII
nparncs Ovl, Kak ux npeaBoguTenb. OH OUIICS 3a MSITEPHIX.

- Yenyxa, - C HeloBepreM IIPOU3HEC MEPBLIN. - Bce paBHO 3TO He 00BSACHSET, KaK TOPCTKA JIIOfen
pas3buia gecsiToK TBOUX TOJI0OBOPE30B.

- 9Toro 6osbIe He TOBTOPUTCS. MBI Cly4altHO CTONKHYJIUCH C HUMHM, TaK YK BHIIO. Ho moBephTe, 5
BBITIOJIHIO TTOpy4YeHHoe. B Onunbypre 3To OyOeT TpynHee.

Arnekc ycbla FPOMKHM CTYK KPYy2KeK, II0CTaBIeHHEIX Ha CTOJL.

- B Onunbypre? O HeM OBl He IJIa pedb, eCNIy OBl TH BEIIIOJIHU CBOIO PaboTy TaM. f Gosblile He X04y
CIIyIIaTh TBOM OTTOBOPKH. [IpocTo chemnai To, uTo Tebe BeyjeHo. M He OTK/IafeIBasi, HHa4Ye OXOTUTHCS
HAYHYT yXKe 3a TOOOH.

To, 4TO B ronoBax 3THUX JIIOJIeX CO3PEe MOAJBIN 3aMbICE]I, HE OCTaBIISANIO0 COMHeHUM. Ho B aTOM
pa3roBope Anekca B3BOJIHOBAJIO KOe-4To elle. Peub Moria UATH 0 HallageHuU Ha MaKKHHHOHOB.
Arekc myMan paHbllle, YTO BCe ITPOU3OLINIO0 cay4darHo. Hy, Hamanmu pa300MHUKYN Ha MUPHBIX JTIOOEH C
11esbio orpabuth. Ho ecnu 310 He Tak? Bo3MoXKHO, KTO-TO IIpecienyeT Mer unu ee MaTh. Ho mouemy?
YTO0 32 3TUM MOXKET CTOSITh?

Anekc moTpsIiC TOI0BOM. He CIIUIIIKOM JIM OH MOJ03pHUTeieH? B pa3roBope MyXK4uH He OBIJI0O HUYETO
TAKOTO0, YTO OBl MOXKHO OBIJIO UCTOJIKOBATh KaK IIpefHaMepeHHoe HamafeHue Ha Mer. CKopee BCero
TYT IIPOCTOE COBIIafIEHUE.

Anexc B3s1Cs 3a KPYKKY C IIHBOM, HO COMHEHHUS TPOJOJIKaIN My4YuTh ero. He CIUIIKOM T MHOTO
coBmameHu#? Kakoi WHOW CMBIC]I MOTJIO UMETh HallafieHre HaeMHBIX OaHIUTOB B TOPHOM
[IloTnaHguu, COPBaHHOE OTPSAOM 00yYE€HHBEIX BOMHOB?

MyXK4YKHBI BCTaJIA, COOUPASACH YXOOUTh. AJIEKC MIPUTIONHSIICS, YTOOH YBUOETh UX. OnuH ObLI
Xy[OLIaBOT0 TEJIOCIOXKEHUS U CPEOHET0 POCTa, C TEMHBIMM BOJIOCAMU U PE3KUMU YepTaMu JIUIa.

I MUHHBIE HOC ¢ HeOOBIOM TOPOMHKOM, TIYOOKO IT0CaXKEeHHBIE T7a3a, IPUKPHITEE TPUITYXIITUMU
BeKaMu. BTOpoit MyKuKMHa CTOSIJT CIIMHON K Anekcy. OH ObIT KPYITHOT'O TEIOCTIOXKEHUS C
HEPSIUIMBEIMU PBIXKUMU BonocamMu. Ha 060ux ObIM HaoeThl KOXKaHbe OPUIXKY U KOPOTKUE KYPTKH.
Hu opuH 13 HUX He moKa3ascs AneKCcy 3HaKOMEIM, HO Be[lb B TOT [leHb OH BUIEJI He BCeX HallaflaBIIAX
O6annuToB. HekoTOphIE, IOJIy4YUB OTIIOP, cOEKau.
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A He 3alONHSET MU OH CBOIO T'OJIOBY B3AOpOM? Mer MakKMHHOH CHOBa OTBJIEKAeT €r0 BHUMaHUE, B
3TOM BCe meno. Ho oH 00s13aH mepxaTh ce0si B pyKax. Bce ero BHUMaHMe OOJIXKHO OBITh
CcoCpenoTo4YeHO Ha 3afaHuu. OH cHesia ellle OOWH IJIOTOK IIKBa U IIOCTaBUJI KPYXKKY Ha CTOJ. Kak Bce
nepeMeInanock. IlIoMuTuKa, BolHa, 1t000Bb... EMy Hemb3s 103BOIUTEL cebe 3amyTaThCs B ceTsIx Mer
MakkuuHOH. Jlydilie Bcero OTOUTH B CTOPOHY. Y Bce Ke OH HUKaK He MOT OTHeaThCA OT CMYTHBIX
nopo3peHui. Xopoimo! OH B3r/IsHET Ha Mer TOJbKO OMHUM T'J1a3KoM. [IpocTo 4ToOH yOemuThCs, 4TO C
Hell Bce B mmopsinke. Ho Kak TONMBKO OH M30aBUTCS OT CBOET0 OECIIPUYMHHOTO OECIIOKOMCTBA, OH
TOTYAC ke 3a0yneT Bce CBI3aHHOe ¢ Mer MaKKWHHOH.

I'maBa 6

Temeps, KOrMa OHA NMPHHsIIAa pPellleHre, Mer XoTela TOJIBKO OIHOTO - OLICTPee MOCTHUYh CBOEH LIETIH.
IxeiMu [asl eif MOHSATh, YTO HaMepPeH CHelaTh MpeaIoxkeHne, a Mer Oblla TOTOBA MPEIOCTABUTL EMY
TaKyl0 BO3MOXKHOCTh. Ho K coxaJleHuI0, 3a MocIefHre HECKOIbKO JHEeH OHa IPaKTHUYECKH ero He
BULENA.

Kak TONbKO OHa MOJTyYMT 3TO MPEeIokKeHNe U IPUMET ero, MOKHO OymeT cpa3y BEPHYThCS B 3aMOK
IankuH 1 Ha ocTpoB Ckail. OHa Tak [aBHO He BHefa OTila u Opata. He roBops y2Ke 0 TOM, CKOJIbKO
BPEMEHHU el IPUIETCS OTPATUTh Ha IIPOCMOTP OTYETOB, KOra OHa BepHeTcsa. Ho oHa 3Hama, 4To 3TO
Oblla He eIUHCTBEHHAs IPUYMHA, 110 KOTOPOM el TaK XO0TeJI0Ch TOCKOpee MOKUHYTh X0nupyn. Mer
XOTeNoch y0exkaTh OT Ajlekca MakJilayfa ¥ CTPaHHBIX YyBCTB, KOTOPHIE OH IMPOOYyaun B HEW. Kak oHa
HU CTapajach, y Hee He I0JIy4asioch BEIOPOCUTD M3 I'OJIOBEI 3TOT0 YejioBeKa. Mer Oviia cMmyiieHa. OHa
BCerfa pa3yMHO IIOAXOAuIa K PelleHNI0 BOIIPOCOB, KOTOPLIEe CTaBUla epeq Hel XKU3Hb, U HUKOTa
He T03BOJIsJIa 9MOLKSIM YIIPaBiATh co0oi. Ho meByIika He Moria 3a0bITh, KakK 3TOT YeJI0OBEK CMOTPeT
Ha Hee, KakK [iepKaJl B CBOUX pyKaxX Bo BpeMs TaHIla. OHa HUKOrfa He 3a0yneT, KakK 0TpearupoBaslo ee
TeJlo Ha 6I130CTh ANeKca U Kak el Obls10 60IBHO, KOTIa OH CPAaBHUII €€ C MaTePHIO.

He umeeT 3HaueHUs.
Ona npunsna peurenue. Eit Hago gyMmaTs o [Ixkeiimu, a He 00 Anekce Makiayze.

Korpa [Ixke¥iMu He BCTPETHUJI UX IJIST yTPEHHEeH MPOTYJIKYU 110 cafy, Kak 3To OklBano 00bYHO, MeT He
BOJIHOBasiack. Ho Korga oH mpomnycTtui obe, Mer 3auHTepecoBanach, YTO MOTJIO IPOKU30UTH. OOBIYHO
IkerMu OBIJT 0OU€eHb BHUMATEJIbHBIM, CTPAHHO, YTO OH Mc4Ye3 0e3 BCAKUX 00bsICHeHUN. Inu3ader
HaMeKHYJa, YTO OH IIOJTy4YHUII MMChMO OT CBOET0 Ky3eHa CEerofgHs yTPOM U OTIPAaBHUIICS YTO-TO
o0cyXmaTh ¢ mopgoM-KaHipiepom CutoHoM. Ho ¢ Tex mop Mer 6osblile HU4YEro o HeM He CIIBIIIaia.

WmenHo MaTh gana Mer moBop fms 6ecrmokoiicTBa. OHa SIBHO YTO-TO 3Hasja. Po3anuH[ pa3roBapuBalla
¢ JI>xeliMHU U BHITJIAfENIa OYeHb OOBOIbHOU. OHa MocoBeTOBasa Mer cripaBUTHCS O [KeuMHu y J1opaa-
KaHIlepa.

Mer coBceM He 3Hajla KpPbUIO ABOpPIA, IAe HaXOAUJIUCh [TIOKOU JIOpHa-KaHIyiepa U ero TalHOTO COBETa.
[Tpu mBOpE B OTNIMYKE OT TOTO, KaK OHa Beja ce0s B [JaHKHHE C OTI[OM, Mer BOBCe HE CTPEeMUIIach
y4acTBOBATh B IIOIUTUUECKUX AUCKyccHusaX. OHa MpeKpacHO MOHUMAaJa CyTh BOIIPOCA, C KOTOPHIM
CTOJIKHYJIMCh TOPLBI ¥ UX IPOTUBHUKY, HO B X0NUpyOe He OBUIO MecTa I pa3yMHOI0 00CYKIOEeHUS.
B Xomnupyme Bce BepTeNoCh BOKPYT (pUrypsl MoHapxa. M BMusiHME KOPOJISt OBIJIO HAMHOTO CUJIBHEE,
YyeM CTO JIeT Ha3afl, C MOMEHTa Iepexofia BiaacTu peomanbHOro mopaa OcTpoBoB K AkoBy IV. 'opues
JK[ay IepeMeHBbl, XOTeJId 3TOT0 I'JIaBhl KJIAHOB UM HeT. Pagu coOGCTBEHHOTO 61aromnonyyus
MakKVHHOHBI JOJIXKHBEI HAyYUTHCS JTaBUPOBATh B TaOUPUHTAX MIPaBUTENIbCTBA PABHUHHOM YaCTH
[MMoTnanmun.

Ona IeJIeyCTPEMIIEHHO IMIaraja II10 KOPUaopy, MeTOOUYHO OCTaHABJIMBAACE U 3arIdObIBad B KaXKIOYIO
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IIeIpO YKpalleHHYo KoMHaTy. Kak u Becbh 0CTalIbHOM IBOPEI], CTEHH B KOMHATAX OBLIM
MHKDPYCTUPOBAHBI 30JI0TOM, TIOTOJIKY YKpalllajia JielH1Ha, Mebesib 00MTa POCKOUIHEIM GapxaToM.
Koporsb 6511 TOCTOSIHHO B IO/ITaX, HO B €0 IBOPLax He ObLJI0 Jaxke HaMeKa Ha 9KOHOMHUIO.

BOBIIMHCTBO KOMHAT OBITH ITyCTHIMU, HO B HEKOTOPBIX HAXOOUTUCh MPUABOPHEIE. Mer 6pocuna
B3IJISIT Ha COOPABIIUXCS B KPOIIEYHOM IPUX0XKeHW JIIOHeH, MITasiCh HAUTH CPedy HUX BLICOKOTO
PBIKEBOJIOCOT0 MyK4uHY. Henerkas 3amada BO ABOpIIe, IIOJIHOM IIOTJIAH[LIEB.

U Bce Xe, HeCMOTPS Ha U30LITOK PHIKEBOJIOCHX, [[2KeMMU KaK-TO BHIIENSANCS cpenu Hux. U memo
OBLIIO HE TOJIBKO B €0 POCTEe WM IIPUBJIEKATEeIbHOM JIKIle. Ta MBICIb Topa3usia Mer. [xenMu
NEeVCTBUTEIbHO OB KPaCKUB, CTPAHHO, YTO OHA He 3aMedvara 3Toro paHsine. OH OvlI eif Kak Opart, a
Onu3aber - Kak cectpa. OHM MHOTO BpeMEHU IIPOBOAOUIN BTpoeM. KpoMe nuTtepaTypsl u ¢punocodu,
MOJIOIbIe JTIIOK 06CYXKaniy BOIIPOCH 3eMeib, KJIaHOB ¥, KOHEYHO, ONIUTHKY. BpaT u cecTpa Obiu
BeCbMa OTKPOBEHHEI C HEU U XOPOILIO UH(POPMUPOBAHE. Mer IIpeKpacHO TOHKUMasIa I03UIHI0
IxxeyMu. A OH OTTMYHO IIOHUMAT ee. [IxkeiMu OyneT momoraTh ee O6paty, a Mer OymeT yIpaBisTh
3eMIIIMH K7TaHa. JIKefMI B Ka4ecTBe MyXKa 3alUTUT mo3umuio Hexa.

Bosee Toro, Mer oH UCKpeHHEe HPaBUTCS, a [[KelMu ee IPocTo 000KaeT. ITOro OyIeT JOCTaTOYHO.
W 4TO BakHee BCero, 0TIy IIOHPABUTCS ee BLIOOP.

Mer yxe Gbly1a TOTOBA TPEKPATUTEH CBOM IIOMCKH, KOTA YCIIbIIIaia rojioca U3 KOMHATH B KOHIIE
TeMHOro Kopunopa. OHa nmogo6pana 100KX IOBRIIIe U mocnemwia Tyga. OCTaHOBUBIIKCE Y BXOZA B
HeOobIIyio 6MOIM0TEKY, OHA C OECIIOKOMCTBOM OTJIsiAesa TPYIINY MyK4YuH, COOpaBIIUXCS MOCTIe
o0efia BEITUTH U TIOCUMETH 3a KapTaMH.

Hakosel] ona Hamna [Ixkelimu. OH cufenl 3a CTOJIOM ¥ UI'Pajl B KapTHL C TeM, KOTO OHa OO0JIbIlle BCETO
He X0TeJla BUeTh. ITo Ol Anekc Makmaya. Mer efgBa yaepaKaach, 4YTOOb He IOBEPHYTLCS U YUTH.
Temeps eii cliemyeT MPUBHIKATE K €ro MpucyTCTBU0. Ho 3¢ deKT 0T ero 6/1M30CTH HU Ha KaIlJlio He
ocnaben. Mer cTapanach He 3aMedaTh y4aCTHUBIIETOCS ITYIbCA U BOJTH YYBCTBEHHOCTH, KOTOPHIE
OXBaTHUJIU €€ TeJl0, XOTs OHa HaxXxOgUJach B COTHE IaroB OT Hero. CTapasich He MOAAaBaThCS
BOJIHEHUIO, OHa 00paTuiach NpsMo K [[KenMu:

- [I>xetimu, BoT THI r'me! 4 mckana Tebs.

- IIpocTtu, Mer, - cMyIlleHHO OTBETUJI OH, - HO Pa3Be MHI IOr0BapUBAJIUCh C TOOOM I'Ie-TO
BCTPETUTHCA?

- HeTt, HO MHe Haf0 Koe-uTo 00CcyauTh. - OHa OBICTPO B3TJIsIHY/IA Ha Anekca. - JIMYHO, eCJu TH He
BO3pazKaelllb.

Arnexkc BHITTIAMeN pa3npaxeHHbIM. OH OTKMHYJICS Ha3a[ U CKPeCTW1 pykKu Ha rpynu. [lon Tonmcron
TKaHBIO KaM30J1a IPOCTYIUIN penbedrl MuIIL. Bo pTy y Mer nepecoxio. Takas OTKpOBEHHas
IEeMOHCTpPALKS MyKCKOW CUJIHI BBeJIa ee B cTynop. OHa Jaxe MpefcTaBuTh cebe He MOTJIa, UTO BUL
PYK MOXKeT OBITh TaK IputsratesieH. KakoBo nmomnacTs B 00BATUS 3TUX PYK U MPUKATHCS K IIAPOKOM
rpynu?

- BupuTte nu, rocmoxka MakKKUHHOH, MBI C [[2KeliMU 3[IeCh UTPaeM, - CKa3all AJleKC, KuBasl Ha KapThl
nepep coboi. [ToTOM MHOTO3HAYUTENIBHO IIOCMOTPEJT BOKPYT. - YBEPEH, Balll pa3roBOP MOXKET
OO IATh.

- Ho Bemb MOXHO cHenaTh IepepeiB. - [I2KeMU XMypO B3TJISIHYJI Ha Ajlekca.

- Bce B mopsgke, [Ixkeumu, - 3aToponuiach Mer. - { nogoxpay. - Temeps, KOraa oHa Hallljla [[KeuMu,
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OHa He IIPefiCcTaBlIsANa, YTo e cka3aTh. OHa 3akycuia ry0y. Kak cka3aTh 0HOMY 4€JIOBEKY, UTO
[PYTO¥ TOTOB IPUHSTH MPEIJIOKEHNE, KOTOPOE ellle MPEACTOUT CAeNaTh?

Mer YYBCTBOBaAJla B3T'JIAN0 Anekca. OH CMOTpEIJI Ha €ee I"Y6H, 1 OHa 3aCTEeHYHUBO, IIJIOTHO CXKaJla UX.

Mer Mmonua cTosifia y CTojIa, CTapasich, XOTs U 0e3yCIIelIHO, OCTaBaThCSd HE3aMeTHOU B KOMHATe, TIe,
KpOMe Hee, XXeHIIKH Oosblie He 010, Eciii OBl OHA BHUMATENBHO OCMOTpeNia KOMHATY Ieper TeM,
KaK BOMTH, BPSM JTX OHa OBl IeMCTBOBAIa CTOJIb IIOCIEIIHO.

BMecTo TOrO 4TOORI HEB3HAYAM JIOBUTH Ha cebe JII000MIBITHLIE B3TIAAL, MeT IbITalach CJIENUTh 3a
urpoit. KapTouHas urpa Gbiyia TI00MMBIM 3aHSITHEM IIPU IBOPE KOpois fKoBa. Mer mpeamnodunTana
JIOTHYeCKUe UTPHI, HallpUMep ITaXMaThl. B KapTax o4eHb MHOT'0€ 3aBUCHUT OT yaauu. To, YTO OHa
ObLla eQUHCTBEHHOM XEeHIIUHON B KOMHATe, He Oecriokousio Mer. Ee OoJibilie BOJIHOBAJIO, KTO
HAXOOUTCS B 9TOM KOMHATe.

CobpasgImuecst 3fecChb JT0aU OBITA 9MUTOM IIOTIaHACKOT0 00IeCTBa, MHOTHE U3 HUX BXOOUIIA B COCTAB
KabruHeTa MUHUCTPOB. OHM celyac OBUIM 3a TJIaBHHIX, ITI0KA KOPOJIb MEITAJICS PACIIONIOXUTE K cebe
CBOUX HOBBIX aHTTIMUCKUX NMOgOaHHbIX. CeKpeTaph banMeprHO pa3roBapuBal C HHCIIEKTOPOM
CKOyHOM U NTOpOoM-agBoKaToM ['aMunbTOHOM. MapKu3 XaHT/IM, OOUH U3 «BEIUKHUX JIOPHOB», UTPall B
[maxMaThl ¢ 4JieHOM TauHoro coseta u3 ropHou llotnangum Kennetom Makken3u. OTCyTCTBOBaIN
TOJIBKO JIOPA-KaHLJlep CUTOH ¥ BEPXOBHLIM Cy[bs, rpad Aprau, eme OOUH «BEJIUKUM JTOPO».

O1u mopu npasuny lIoTnaHoue, KOHEYHO, TOOYUHSSACH IUPEKTHUBaAM Kopossi. XoTss Mer Gblyia
yBEpEHa, 4YTO KOPOJIEBCKUE NIPeANNCaHus He BCeraa AeiCTBOBaIu 110 Bcel Tepputopui lloTnanauu.
['opa3po nerye NpourHOPUPOBATH CJIOBA KOPOJIS, HalKMCcaHHEIe Ha OyMare 3a COTHU MHUJIb OTCIOIa,
YyeM 0TKa3bIBaTh KOPOIIIO TUYHO.

3a UCKJIIOUEHUEM [BYX MyKUMH, CUOAIIMX Ilepeq Mer, u uneHa TailHOro coBeTa MakKeH3H, BCe
OCTaJIbHBIE OB XUTENISIMU PaBHUHHOM YacTu. IIpucyTcTBue [IKeliMu Cpequ HUX MOKHO OBIIO
00BSICHUTD €70 TECHBIMH OTHOIIEHUSIMH C KY3€HOM, HO 4TO 37eCh fmenaeT Anekc? Bpsig nu 6pat riasel
KJIaHa ropues Obl1 OBl cHMIATHYeH coOpaBIIuMcs 3mech. OHa MHOTO 3Haja O KJIAaHOBOM BpaxK[e Ha
Ckae, 4TOOH IOHUMATD, YTO Makyayn u MakKeH3u Ipe3upaloT APYyT Apyra. bpaT Anekca, riaBa
KJlaHa MaknayioB, HECKOJIbKO JIeT Ha3af yous oTia MakkeH3u U cTapiiero 6para.

Tak moyeMmy ropel ¥ HaeMHBIM BOMH CUAUT CO CBOMMHU BparaMu? B riazax Mer MOXKHO OBIIO
IpounuTaTh OECIIOKONCTBO. A MOXKeT OBITh, OHU ¥ HE Bparu eMy BoBce?

Anexkc 3muncs Ha BMemaTenbCTBO Mer. OH Tak 6/1M3K0 HaXO[UJICA K 00UMI[aM KopoJisd, pakTuiecku
- K pykoBogutensaM lllotnanauu. EMy npuinoch IpennpuHATh, HeMalble YCUIHs, YTOOH II0NacTh B
a10T Kpyr. Ho Mer MakkvHHOH CBeJla BCe 9TU YCUIUA K HYIIIO.

OHa mOBCIOMy cO37aBajla MPeIsiTCTBUS Ha ero myTH. Bo-iepBhIX, OHA 03By4wusa [KelMu cBOU
TIOJO3PEHHUS 0 €T0 HaX0XKAeHUU Hefaneko oT Ckast. [IoToM OTB/IeK/Ia ero BHUMaHUE OT 3aflaHus
BYEpa BeUepoOM U BTSIHY/Ia B TEMHEIE [ieJla, 0 KOTOPHIX OH 60Jiee mogpoOHO Y3HA U3 MOACIYIIaHHOT O
pas3roBopa B TaBepHe. A Tellepb BPEIBAETCSI B KOMHATY B cepenuHe Gecenbl, U3 KOTOPOM OH
TUTAaHUPOBAJT KOE-YTO BEIBEHATH.

Amnekca yapyd4arso, 4To 3a IIOCJIeHIO Hele/li0 OH HUCKOJIbKO He ITPOJIBUHYJICS B BHIITOTHEHUU
3amaHusi. MoxkHo O0b1710 cobpaTh nHGOpPMaIuio 61arogapss BHUMAaTEIbHOMY Ha0II0IeHHIO,
TIOACIIYIIATh XOTst OBl TAPy CIy4YalHBIX pa3roBopoB. Ho Mo cux mop OH TaK HUYEro W He YCIIBIIIAI PO
oCcTpoB JIBIOKC UIH KOJIOHU3ATOPOB. BO3MOKHO, Mo/TyaHue OBIJI0O KpacCHOpeuunBee JII00BIX CII0B.

JItomu KOPOJIsi OTHOCUINCEH K HEMY HaCTOPOXKEHHO, ¥ 3TO OBIJI0 onpaBfgaHHo. Ero 3ajanue moTpedyet
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JIOBKOCTH. AJIEKCY He XOTeJIOCh IIePeUTrPLIBATh CBOIO POJIb HAEMHOTO BOKMHA, HAXOOSAIIEr0Cs B CCOPe C
coocTBeHHBIM OpaToM. Ho 10BKOCTh TpeOyeT BpeMeHU, KOTOPOTo y Hero HeT. Ecnu oH coOupaeTcs
Pa3mo0kITh MTOIe3HY0 HHPOPMAIIUIO, TTPUAETCS PUCKOBATS.

[ToBepx KapT oH cMoTpel Ha Mer. OHa 130 BCeX CUJI CTapasiach u3obpaxaTh 6e3pasnuyue, HO 0
JIETKOMY PYMSHITY Ha IeKax u 0ecKy B rjlazax AjieKc BUZEJ, UYTO el 31ech HeKOM(pOpPTHO. OTIUYHO.
EMy ToXe. JTa geByIlIKa CTajla KCTOYHUKOM eT0 IIOCTOSIHHOTO pa3[ipakeHus 110 MHOTUM IPUYUHAM.
OHa oTBeKkana ero BHuMaHue. ONHO ee IPUCYTCTBUE 000CTPSATIO ero uyBcTBa. HeyxXemnu oHa Bce
BpeMs MCTOYaeT apoMat po3? Heyxkemnu el Bcerma HyKHO KycaTh T'yOBl C TAKUM 04apOBaTEIBHO
3agyMyuBEIM BufoM? OH IpPaKTHUYECKH CIIbIIIAJ, Kak paboTaeT ee MO3T, laxke MOT IIpefcKa3aTh, YTO
OHa cKaxeT manbiie. OH He MOT COCPEOTOYUTLCS Ha YEM-TO APYTOoM, Korfia oHa Oblla B KOMHATE.

Ee camble HeBUHHbBIE MBUKEHUS WIM KECTHl Ka3aJINCh eMy YYBCTBEHHBIMU U COOJIa3HUTEIbHEIMH.
Amnekc 3a4apoBaHHO CMOTPeJI, KaK OHA MHOT'OKPATHO IThITanach yopaTh BRIOMBIIMMCS U3 TYTOr0 My4yKa
JTOKOH. TOHKME IaJIbIThl IPUBJIEKAIN BHUMAaHNE K IINHHON 0€JIOCHEXKHOM I1ee W KPOIIeYHBIM
PO30BEIM MOYKaM yxa. AJIeKCY XOTeJI0Ch BHITALUTh LINUJIbKY, YAEPXKUBABIINE €€ IPUYECKY, U
3aPBITECA JIUIIOM B BOJIOCHI, BObIXad UX apOMarT. OH X0TeJl KOCHyTbCH ry6aM1/1 MHFKOﬁ KO2KU 1I11€en,
IIPUKYCUTh MOYKY yXa U IIeJI0BaTh €e [0 TeX 0P, ITI0Ka OHa He HauHeT M3BUBAThCA B €ero pykax. Ho
OH He CcTaJl OBl OCTAHABIUBATHCS Ha 3TOM. AJIEKC ITOYYBCTBOBAJI JKap B axXy ¥ 3aMep, IPeICTaBUB
BCE, UTO OH XOTeJI OBl CIeIaTh C 9TOM JEeBYOHKOM.

- Y meHd 4TO-TO He Tak? - cupocuinia Mer. Ee Bompoc BeiBen Anekca U3 TpaHCa.
- Hert. ITouemy BH Tak mymaeTe? - Ero romoc mpo3Bydasn rpy06o maxe s COOCTBEHHBIX YIIEH.
- BBl Kak-TO CTpaHHO CMOTPUTE Ha MEHS.

Tonmpko Mer Mora OBITh TaK HAaUBHO Cliera. AJIeKC TOKpPacHes, KakK BIII0OIeHHEH 00 6e3yMus
ckBaip. YTO C HUM MIPOUCXOOUT, UePT Bo3bMu? CoxpaHsisa Oe3pa3nnure Ha JINIe, OH YIUBIEHHO
TOHSIT OPOBH:

- Paspe? [Ipomty mporenusi, 0onbiile He Oyay.
Ho Mer nu6o He 3ameTuia, 1100 MPOUTHOPHUPOBaa ero capKkasm.

- ¥ Bac Kakoe-TO HEMCTOBOE BhIpazKeHue Jinlla, - foOaBuia Mer. - Bbl MOXKeTe HalyraTh JTIOfieH, eciu
He IIoMeHseTe ero. B o0iiecTBe Hago OBITL MATYeE.

- [TocTapatoch 3alIOMHUTE 3TO, - CYX0 OTBETUII AJIEKC.

YV IxeriMu OBIT YOTIOPHBEIY BUf. AnleKC OPOCHUII B €70 CTOPOHY HeIOBOJIbHBIM B3TJISA, HO 3aCTaBUI
ce0s yIBIOHYTHCS.

[TockombKy Mer nullniIa ero maHca yCblaTh YT0-HUOy b BaxkHOe s cebsi, AleKC pPelui cuelaTh
BCe, YTOOBI IPOSICHUTD APYTyI0 cuTyanuio. OH 6pocun Ha CTON KapTy ¥ KOPOTKO B3TJISHYN Ha Mer:

- Bbl He cbIlIany, moiiMany Koro-Hubynb U3 HalafaBIIuX Ha Bac?

- Hert, - nokauasna romosou Mer. - OTell yBepeH, YTO OHU IIOKUHYJIU 9Ty MECTHOCTh. - OHa
ynbiOHynack [Ixermu. - Cnacubo [xkelMu, eTo Ky3eH HallpaBUJI CBOWX JIlofel Ha moucku. OHu
mpoyYecalnny KaX[blH IroiM B JIoKasime, Ho Bce OeCIoe3Ho.

Anekc 10 OIBITY 3HaJl, KAKHMU OTBETCTBEHHBIMU OBLIM JTIOAX Aprausa.
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- B, CJ'IY‘-I&IZHO, HHKOT'O HE Y3HAJIX U3 HaHaI[aBH.II/IX?

- A pa3sBe gomxHa Ob1a? - Mer Ka3aiach YOUBIEHHOU. - HeT, HUKOTO U3 3TUX JIIOfiel g He BUAela
npexpe. - OHa IpuUIllypuiia rina3a. - Heyxenu B AymMaeTe, 4TO KTO-TO Hamall Ha Hac C
OIIpefeJIeHHOU LIeJIbl0?

Amnekca CHOBa mopa3uia ORICTPOTA €€ MBIIIIeHHS.
- Takast MBICTTb TPOMETIBKHYIA ¥ MEHS B TOJIOBE.
- BBl criuirkoM gosniro y4acTBOBaiM B OMTBaxX, MUJIOPH. Brl BUOUTE BOMHY TaM, T'Zie ee HeT.

Anekc BcrbixHyI. Ho He moToMy, 4TO OHa OBlla He IIpaBa, a Kak pa3 HaoOopoT. Heyxkenu oH cTan
TaKUM [IOO3PUTENBHEIM, YTO eMy [I0BCIOAY MepelaTcs 3ar0BOPEl, pa3fopsl, Bpaxaa?

- Ho mouemy KT0-TO pemus HanacTh Ha Mer 1 ee MaTh? - mopaj ronoc [Ixenmu. - Kakoit B 3T0M
CMEICTT?

Arnexc myMain Haj 5TUM BOIIPOCOM IIOYTH BCIO HOYb. Y HET'O CO3PEJI0O HECKOJIBKO MBICIIEH.
- He cekper, 4To y rocrnoxu MakKuHHOH GO0JIbIIOE COCTOSTHUE.

- Bpsipm nu mromedt, KOTOPBIE HAllaId Ha HAc, MHTEPECOBAJIO MOe COCTOsiHMe. MHaye oHU OB
TIOTIBITANIUCh TIOXUTUTH MeHs. Ho 9Tu ronoBope3kl cobupanuck Hac yOUTh, a He 3aXBATUTh B
3aJI0KHUKHU.

- Kak HacueT B3auMHOM Bpaxakl? Balll oTel BOIOET C KeM-HUOYOb? - IPOA0JIKaJl CIIpaliuBaTh AneKc.

- IlocnegHue HECKOJILKO JIET OBIIM MHUPHBIMHE, - IIOKa4asia IojioBoi Mer. - MH faxke 00MeHUBAJINCh
ckoToM ¢ MaknonanmoMm. [IpaBaa, TOpoy YaCcTh CKOTA IIpoIagana...

[Taneiel ATeKca CXKalv CTaKaH, ¥ 9TO CTAJI0 eIMHCTBEHHEIM BHEITHUM IIPOSBIIEHHEM CMSITEHHUS,
CBSI3aHHOTO ¢ UMeHeM MaknoHana. Ho Kak Okl eMy HU X0TeJI0Ch OOBUHUTH CBOEro Bpara, Mer mpaBa:
Kpaka CKOTa He MOTJIa CTaTh ITOBOJIOM [iJis YOUICTBa KEHIIIKH.

- Ecnu 6vI BBl ObITH TaM, - MeT clernajia MHOTO3HAYUTEIIbHYIO May3y, - Bbl OBl CAMU BCE YBUIETH. DTO
HarnazeHre 6aHAUTOB CKOpee BCero OBINIO0 CITydalHbBIM.

- K HecyacThio, TaKoe 9acTo IpoucxoguT B ropHo lllotnanguu, - 3aMeTun [Ixelimu. - Pa3se y Te0s
€CTh IPUUMHEI, ATIeKC, YTBepPXKAaTh, YTO 3TO HanafgeHue ObII0 TpegHaMepeHHBIM?

- Her, - mokadan ronosou Anekc. CTpaHHBIY pa3roBOp, MOACYIIaHHLIM UM B TaBEpHe, ellle He IT0BOJ
yTBEPXKOAaTh 00paTHOeE.

[KelMHU DONTO CMOTpe Ha Hero, IOTOM IIOBEPHYJICI K Mer:
- MoxkeT OBITh, HAf0 IPEeAIPUHATH PO MEP MIPEeOCTOPOKHOCTH Ha BCAKUIM CITydaii?
Mer paccmesinace:

- Ecnu KT0-TO cobGpasicst MpUYMHUTE BPed MHE UJTM MaTepH, KOPOJIEBCKUY OBOP CTAHET MOCTIeTHUM
MECTOM, Te OHHU IOMBITAIOTCS YTO-HUOYOb CleNlaTh. 30ecCh IOBCIOMY JTIOOH. 1 MCIIRITHIBAIO
oTpeOHOCTD B yemuHeHUU. - Mer ynribHynack [IxkeMu: - Kpome TOro, y MEHST €CTh ThI, YTOOBI
1103a00TUTECS 000 MHE.
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Anekc 3aMep. Bce ero Tesno BoccTano IIPOTHUB TOTO, YTOOBI KTO-TO HpYFOﬁ 3amuiian ee. Ho 6w110
IIOHATHO, YTO OHA IIPHUHAJIA PEIIeHNne, X0TA [I>xkeiMu eIrle He IIOHSI 9TOTO.

I>XeMu CMyIIEHHO [T0ep3asl Ha CTyIIe.

- Mer, MeHsI, BO3MOXKHO, He OyfieT HeKOoTopoe BpeMs. - O4eBUHO, He CJIefid 3a UTPOM, OH BHIOPOCUIT
KO3BIPHBIE KapTHl Ha CTOJI, KOTOPEIe AJIEKC TYT Ke coOpall. - 3aBTpa g JOIKEeH yexaThb K Ky3eHy
Apraiiny o genam.

OTH mena, mogyMalt mpo cebst Aekc, KaKMM-TO 00pa30M CBSI3aHEI C IIJIAaHOM BTOPXKEHHUS Ha OCTPOB
JIptouc. [TonmyunB CEromHs YTPOM IIHCHMO OT CBOETO Ky3eHa, [[KelMu HeMeIJIeHHO OTIIPaBHUIICS B
KaOWHEeT JTopaa-KaHIepa. AleKC ClieoBal 3a HUM I10 IsiTaM. YTO-TO MIPOUCXOMUIIO, U OH HaMepeH
OBbLIT y3HATh, YTO UMEHHO.

Mer u3MeHMIach B JIUIIE.
- Ho THI He MOXKellb YUTH cerdac, Korma f...

OHa 3aMojT49aja, Ho AJIeKC MEICTIEHHO 3aKOHUYMII €e MEICIb: «Korma s pelrmia NpUHSITh TBoe
IPemJIoKEeHe».

- CKOJIbKO BPeMeHH Tkl Oy/IelIb OTCYTCTBOBATh? - CIIPOCUJIa BMECTO 3TOTO Mer.

- Heckonbko mHeit. Makmayn COTIaCUICsS COMPOBOXKOATh MUCCUC Po3anmuu, Tebs u Inu3abeT mo
BeuepaM. - [[2KeiMu ¢ HeOXOTOH IIPOMU3HEC 9TH CJI0BA. BEITIO MOHATHO, YTO €My He HPABUTCS, YTO
Anexc nociony OymeT compoBoXkmaTh Mer.

- B aToM HeT Heo6xomuMOCTH, - OBHICTPO OTpearupoBaa Mer. - 4 yBepeHa, 4To y jopaa Maknayna
TIOJTHO OPYTHX 00sI3aHHOCTEM, KOTOPEIe TpeOyIOT ero BHUMaHwus. [Toy1araio, Mel IPEKPACcHO CIIPABUMCS
CaMH.

Anexkc mocMmotpen Ha Mer:

- Borocs, 9T0 yKe pelIeHo.

- Uto BB UMeeTe B BUAY?

- f roBopu, 4TO 3TO Ballla MaTh OACKa3asa 3Ty UAen?
Mer B3poxHyna.

Amnekc MOT TOJIBKO ITOCOYYBCTBOBATH eii. Y Po3anuHy MaKKUHHOH OB CUIIBHBEIA XapakTep. Anekc 6e3
MaJIeHIero Bo3paxKeHus COTJIaCUICSI COMMPOBOXKOATE UX. Y HETr0 MOSBUTCS BO3MOXKHOCTh
IpHCMaTPUBaTh 3a Mer u yOeOuThCs, UYTO HallafleHue B JIeCy OBbLJIO CTy4YalHBIM, KaK YTBEpKaaia
Mer.

Arekc 1oKa He 3HaJl, 4YTO TaK PacCTPOUI0 Mer: rpsaaylinii oTbe3n [IKeWMu UK TO, YTO C HUMU
octaetcs Anekc. Ho oHa gBHO OblIa B3BOJIHOBAHHA.

- HeymuBuTENbHO, YTO OHA... - Hayajaa Mer ckopee [y cebs.
- HeynmuBUTENIBHO YTO? - IEPECIIPOCHIT ATIEKC.

- Huuero, - 651CcTpo cKa3ana Mer. - Ho Kak MaTh y3Haja 0 TBOEM OThe3[e? - 00paTHIach OHa K
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IxxenMu.

- CnyyaiiHo. OHa OCTAHOBHMJIA HAC B KOPUAOPE TI0 JOPOTe CIOfia U 3aBejla Pa3roBOP O MPEACTOSIEM
Mackapage...

- Tebs He OymeT Ha Mackapazge? - Mer BHTJIgfesNa TaKOM IofiaBlIeHHOM, YTO AJIEKC TOYyBCTBOBA
HEIIPeOOoINMOe XKejlaHue 00HSATD €€ U YCIIOKOUTD.

- Huuero He MOTY II0JeJIaTh, - U3BUHAIIIUMCSI TOHOM OTBETHUIL H}KeﬁMH - A He CMOTY BEPHYTLCA OO
KOHIIa HeJJEJIN.

Mer coBceM CHHUKIIA.
- Tsl yBepeH, 4To Tebe Hamo ye3xkaTh MIPSIMO cendac?

AJexkc crbllllan HanpsiZkeHue B ee royoce. 2KenaHue yTenTh ee BHOBb IPOH3UTIO €T0. B 3TOT MOMEHT
OHa Ka3asiaCh TaKOU XPYNKOU U COBCEM MaJIeHbKOM.

- K coxaneHnuto, aToro He u3bexkath, Mer. Thl ke 3Haelllb MOero Ky3eHa. OT HEro Tak IIPOCTO He
“30aBUTHCH.

- Hy 4T0 X, g BUXKY, BCe yKe pelleHo, - pe3Ko cKa3asna Mer. - Byny KaaTh TBOET0 BO3BpallleHUs.
- Ho MHe KaxeTcs, TH X0Tella IOTOBOPUTL CO MHOM? MEI IIOKOHYUIN C KapTaMH.

- Pa3roBop npupeTcss OTI0KUTE. - BEIJIO BUAHO, 4TO Mer cepauTcs, TOJIBKO Ha KOro, AJleKC He 3Hall.
OHa BBIIPSIMHUTIA TIJIEYH, TTIOBEPHYJIACh ¥ OBICTPO BHIIIIA U3 KOMHATHI.

EnBa crblIHbIE 3BYKM Pa3roBopa, KOTOPhIe 3aTUX/IH, Korga Mer mosiBUilach 3[ech, BO30OHOBUIIUCE,
KakK TOJIbKO OHa IIOKKUHYJIa KOMHaTy. OHU 3aKOHYUJIA UTPY, HO AJIEKCy He HPaBUJIOCh, Kak [xKeuMu
CMOTDHUT Ha HETO.

OH BcTaJs, cobupasich yXOOUThb. 3eCh OH He TONy4YUT NHGOPMAaIliY, ¥ Hafio IPOBEPUTH KOe-4TO ellle.
Ho [I>xeiiMu 0CTAHOBHII €T0.

- Tol yTO-HUOYOb pa3y3Han? - B ronoce [IKeiMu CbIIaauCh TpeOoBaTeIbHEIE HOTKH.

Anekc mocMoTpesn Ha OBIBIIIET0 Opyra C HaMepeHHBIM UHTepecoM. [[KelMu Jorafaics, 4To AJeKcy
M3BECTHO 00JIbIlle, YeM OH CKalas. Kemnbemnn Ob1 HeoOBYaliHO CO00Pa3UTEIbHEIM [IJIST CBOETO
BO3pACTa, XOTS YeMY TYT YOUBIISATHCS, €CIM HACTABHUKOM y HETO ObIT Apraii.

Anekc pelumn nepeckal3aTh eMy pasroBop, MOAC/IyIIaHHEIY B TaBEPHE.

- Tl IpaB, BPSA JIX 9TO UMeeT OTHOIIEeHKWEe K 9TOMY HallafleHuIo, - 3alyM4YuBO IIPor3Hec [[KelMu. -
ThI yBepeH, 4TO 9TO OBLIM TOPIIHI?

- VYBepeH.
- O XeHIIVHAX OHU HUYEro He YIIOMUHAJIN?
Anekc nokayvai roinoBou. OH caM BCIO HOYb 3aaBajiCs 9TUM BOIIPOCOM.

- CKopee BCETO0, 3TO COBIIaJEHHE.
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- CormaceH, - nogmepxkarn [Ixeimu. - be3zakonue - 6uy roproi llotnannouu. 4 yBepeH, Mer u ee
JIIOU He eJUHCTBEHHbIE, HAa KOT'0 Hallafla/ik B MOC/IeJHEE BpeMs.

O6a 3aMoyyamu, O6JIYMBIB&H CUTYyalluIO. Hwu oguH mo KOHIa He BEPHJII B TO, 9YTO 3TO OBIIIO COBIIaJEHUE.
Arexc OB TOTOB IIOCIIOPHUTB, 4TO IIxeiMu Tep3ajla Ta K€ MEICJIb, UYTO U €ro: BOPYT OHHU He HpaBbI?

- 91 ocTaHycCh, - 3asBun [IKeiMu. - [Toe3gka K Ky3eHY MOXKET ITON0KIaTh.
Anexc nomaBun cMernok. OH 3Han Apraiina.

- U gT0 TH eMy CKaxelb? YTO Thl OTKA3hIBA€IIbCS BHIIIOTHITH ETO IIPUKa3 M3-3a KaKOI'0-TO
Pa3roBopa, NOOCIyIIaHHOTO B TaBepHe?

IxeliMu cxKaj 3yObl ¥ TPOMOJTYA.
Anekc yxe nonuMar, uyro [Ixevimu KemmnOesnn 6ymeT ans Hero mpobiieMoii.

o cux mop [IKelMu BepUJI eMy Ha CJI0BO, HO AJIEKC He 3HaJI, CKOJIb IOJIr0 3T0 OymeT IPOogoJIKaThCS.
OH HayaJ 1momo3peBaTh, 4To [IKeiMu, Ha060POT, He 3aWHTEPECOBaH B TOM, YTOOH yIepPKHUBaTh
Anekca no6nusoctu. OH yKe IPOSIBIISAN IOO03PUTENBHOCTh. ITO OymeT KaTacTpoda, ecnu [[xKerMu
y3HaeT UCTUHHYIO 1Ie/Tb 0sABNIeHUs Anekca npu gsope. OH MOCYUTAEeT CBOUM JOJITOM MPEenyIpPeauTh
Ky3eHa. AJIeKC He MOT II03BOJIUTh, YTOOBI BTOPas IOMBITKA KOJTOHU3UPOBAThL OCTPOB YBEHYAIaCh
ycmexoM. IToCKOJIbKY Tellephb CTajo MOHSATHO, YTO OT [[2KeMHU OH He IOIYYUT HUKAKOU WH(pOPMaLUH,
3HAUUT, A7 HEeTo Ny4ine, ecau Kemnbes MOKMHET OBOP.

- TToe3xkai. {1 Oyoy oXpaHSThb ee IIeHON COOCTBEeHHOM XKU3HU, - YCIIOKOUTI eT0 AJieKC, IIOHUMas, YTO
Tak u Oymer.

Barnsap [IkelMu CBEPIUII €70 HACKBO3E.

- Yro 3a untepec y teb6st K Mer MakKMHHOH?

- Hukakoro. - Anekc n3o0pa3ui Ha nule 6e3pas3nuyue.

- Tel X0uUews ee.

- KTo ke He 3axo4eT? - AneKc faxe He CcTapaycs OTPULATh.

- 3HAYUT, THI CYKTAeEIb Mer npuBneKaTenbHOU? - [IKeMMHU KaK-TO CTPAHHO ITOCMOTPeN Ha AJekca.

Anekc cHavasa yasOHYICS cioBaM [[KeiMu, KaK PO3HITphIlTy. Ho CcIrycTss MTHOBEHUE ITOHSII, YTO
KemmnGenmn He IIyTUT.

- KoHe4HO, a TEI pa3Be TaK He CYUTAEIIh?
YV IIxe¥Mu OBIIT BCTPEBOXKEHHBIN B3TJIS.

- Ila, HO Ipu mBOpe Mer MOYMUTAIOT He 3a KPAacoTy, a 3a ee HeOOLIKHOBEHHBIN HHTEIIEKT U
OTKPOBEHHOCT.

- Cnemble 6e3yMIibl, - QBIPKHYIT AJIEKC.

- CormaceH ¢ To60#, - yneiOHyICS [[2KeiiMu, HO yaeI0Ka TyT XKe moMepka. - Ho TH JoKeH
TIOHUMaTh, YTO Tebe Heyero e MpeiokKUTh.
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Crosa [Ixxeiimu panunu Anekca. OH cxkasl 3yOH ¥ HUKAK He IIPOIEeMOHCTPUPOBA CBOeH 6OJIH.

- §1 cobupaioch XKEeHUThCS Ha Hel, - mpoposizkan [xkeriMu. - THl Be[ib He HaMepeH IpefaraTh e’ To
Xe camoe?

«Het», - mogyman Anekc u Ha MTHOBEHHE MT0XKasesn 00 3TOM.
- YBepeH, oHa OyneT cyacT/InBa, - OTBETUI OH, HAIIPaBJIAsACh K OBEPH.
XyzKe BCero, OH 3HaJ, 4TO 3TO IIpaBfa.

[Tpomren yac, a Mer Tak u He Hallllla MaThk. TPyCcHXa, IogyMana oHa. [Ipsg4yeTcss 0T cOOCTBeHHOM
nodepu. Bo3Bpamasick B CBOM KOMHATHI, OHa IIPOXOAKIIa MUMO ITIOMEIeHUs, TOe KUK CIIyTH, U
CJIy4alHO YBU[eJa, KaK U3 IBEPHU BHIXOAUT BEICOKUM MyXKUYKHA.

Omna 3aMepiia, y3HaB BBICOKYIO MYCKYIUCTYIO purypy Anekca Maknayma. Ho 4To OH genan B KOMHaTe
cnyr? OTBeT OHa IOJIy4Yusa yXkKe CIIyCTS MIHOBeHHUe, KOTfla cuMnaTudHas, 6eloKypas U 04eHb
yOuTaHHas CIyKaHKa BhIIIa U3 KOMHATHL CJIEJOM 3a HUM U HaCTOMYUBO MONPOCUIIA €T0 BEPHYTHCH.

Mer mokasaochk, 4TO e IepeKkpsUI Kucaopos. Kakoe e meso, eciid OH BHIOpAJ M7 pa3BliedeHus
ciyx)aHky? Yto 3mech HeoOryHOTO? Ho Tymas 60Jb B IpyIy FOBOPUIIAa O TOM, YTO BCE 3TO UMEET
3HauyeHue. I10 37108 UPOHUY CYAbOH! B TaMSTH BCIUIBLI APYTOM 3mu304. Torga yenoBek, KOTOPOMY OHa
X0TeJla TOBEPSATH, TOXKE Pa3BJIEKAJICS CO CIIyKaHKOM.

HOsH MakKWHHOH, CHIH CTapeuIlnero IpegBoguTe s U3 KilaHa OTIa, OblT HeBepOsITHO KpacuB. OH C
JIETKOCTBIO 0YapoBaJl HAUBHYI0 Mer, KOTOPOM Toraa OblyIo IecTHAAATh JieT. OT CTPACTHHIX MTOIETyeB
IIepeXBaTHIBAJIO bIXaHKe, 1 Mer 3a0biBajsia 000 BceM Ha cBeTe. CTpafianu Jaxe ee IpsMble
00513aHHOCTH, KOTIa OHa IIPUAyMEIBajIa IIyTH, YTOOH! YCKOJIB3HYTh OT e ¥ BCTPETUTHCS C HUM. OHU
roBopuinu o 6pake, o cembe, 0 OyaymeM. Kakoit xe riymnoi oHa Owiia Torma!l

OpHaxnasl fHEM, BMECTO TOT0 YTOOBI IIOMOTaTh OTIy pa3dupaThCs Co cieTaMu, Mer, COCIaBIIKNCh Ha
T'OJIOBHYIO 00J1b, BLICKOJIB3HYJIA U3 KOMHATH ¥ OTIIPaBUiIach ucKaTh FO9Ha. Eil Tak X0TEI0Ch
I1eJI0BaThCS ¢ HUM! BMecTo 3TOro OHa yBU[ela, KaK YeJI0BeK, 3a KOTOPOro OHa coOpaiach 3aMyxK,
co6y1a3HseT CIyKaHKY Ha KOHIOIIIHE.

IeBulla 3axuxuKaia 1 XJIOMHYJIA €T0 110 PyKaM, JIeXaBIIUM y Hee Ha Oefpax.
- A xak ke Mer MakkuHHOH? {1 cibllana, Bbl COOMpPaAeTeCh XKEHUTHCS Ha Hel?

- Cobupatocse. A THI 6ymerib Moeii mo0oBHUIEN. OHa HUKOTa He CMOXKET MeHs YAOBIETBOPUTD Tak,
KaxK THI.

IeBulla, KaxeTCsI, Pa3MBIIIUIsAIA Hafl eT0 IPEeaI0kKeHuEM.
- Pa3Be ona He cuMmaTu4YHaASI?

- Mer? - OH 6e3KalloCTHO paccMesiyicsi, ¥ Mer II04yBCTBOBaJa, YTO ee Cepflle VIO B MATKU. - ITa
MaJieHbKas BeXJIKMBasd AeBuylnka? 2Kajb, 4TO OHa He 0YeHb I10X0XKa Ha CBOX MaTh. Ho CKOpo, Koraa g
130aBIIOCh OT ee OpaTa-uouo0Ta, OHA CAEeIaeT MEHS I'JIaBOM KJlaHa.

[TonuManue Toro, 4T0 F03H HO6UBACS ee TOBKO U3-3a CBOET0 YECTONMO0HUS, ¥ MBICIIM O TOM, KaK
JIETKO OHa IOJfaJIachk ero 00asHUIO, IOCTY KUK FOPHKUM YPoKoM Mer. Ho 3TOT ypoK OHa XOpOIIO
BBIYYHIIA.
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Bonb BocmoMuHaHUY BEPHYTIACh K Hell B MOJIHOM CHJIe, KOT[a OHa yBUesna Anekca C MUIOBUOHOU
cnyxaHkoi. [lleku [eBYIIKY IMOKpaCHENH, OHa XMXUKalla U KOKEeTJIUBO XJI0Ilaja pecHullaMu. Mer
II0YyBCTBOBaJla YKOJI PEBHOCTH, Ha MTHOBEHUE II0XKeJIaB CTaTh TAaKOU XKEHIMHOU, KOTOpas
TIOPOKJAeT CTPACTh. AJIeKC YIBRIOHYIICS, IPOIIENTall YTO-TO Ha YXO0 AEeBYIIKe U JII0O0BHO IIOXJIONATl ee
II0 3a/y, CJIOBHO XOTeJI IIPOrHaTh Ipoyb. Ho [eByIiKa Tak JIerko He caasanack. Korga Asekc
IIPOUTHOPHUPOBAJ ee KOKETIIMBOE IIPUTIallleHre, OHa IToBela ce0sl HaxabHee: MOTHSIIAch IIa
IIBIMTOYKHY, YTOOBI OOHATE €T0 3a IIel0, IOTAHYJach, KakK KOIIKa, ¥ IIpKUXKalach K HEMY IIOJIHOU TPYHbIO,
OTKPOBEHHO BHINIPAIIKBas €ro molenyu. Mer moHsIa, 4TO OHa CTajla HEBOJIbHOM CBUOETEIIbHULIEN
MHTUMHOU clieHbl. OHa He MOTJla ABIIIaTh, OXKUAas IOATBEPKOEHUSA TOMY, YeMy OTYassHHO He X0Tella
BepuTh. [10JI2KHO OBITH, OHAa BCe-TaKu YEM-TO BhIflajia CBOE IIPHUCYTCTBHE, TIOTOMY YTO AJIEeKC
OTJISIHYJICS, ¥ UX B3TJISIBI BCTPETUIIUCE.

Mer uyBcTBOBasa ce0st 6e33aIlUTHON ¥ paHuMoii. OHa Oblyla yBepeHa, YTO AJIeKC BUIUT ee HaCKBO3b.
Bupgut ee BHyTpeHHIOI 0071h ¥ pa3odyapoBanue. OHa HeHaBUAesa ce0st 3a CBOIO OYLIEBHYIO
ySI3BUMOCTbh. Mer Obljla Pa3yMHOM JKEHIITUHOM; OHA 3HajIa, YTO Y Hee HeT MpeTeH3u# K Anekcy. B
oTnuure ot FOsHa Anekc HUKOTroa He NoOHBaCs ee.

JIuno Anekca moteMHeno ot sspocTtu. Ho u3-3a yero oH cepautcsa? YTo ero 3actanu Bpacmiox? U
X0Ts1 Mer He chenalia HU4ero npefoCyquTeIbHOTO, OHa OIIyTHU/Ia TPEBOKHYIO Ap0oxKb. OHa OTBeja
B3IJISIT U, IOBEPHYBIIKCSH, 3aCIIellnsia I10 KOPUOoPY, Kejas 0Ka3aThCsA KaK MOXKHO fajblie 0T Alekca
Makraypa.

Ho He ycriena oHa cOeyiaTh HECKOJIBKO IIIaT0B, KaK Ybs-TO PyKa 00XBaTHJIA ee 3@ TaJIulo, ¥ OHA
OKa3ajach B 00bITHSIX ANleKca, Tpuxkartas K ero KaMeHHou rpyau. OHa Haxke He CIIbIIIana, YTo OH
IIIeJI CJIETIOM.

Mer ucnyranach, HO He HaCTOJIbKO, YTOOBI He II0YYBCTBOBaTh, KAKOe KPEIKoe U TEeIJIoe Y Hero TeJo.
Y kaK 3aMedaTesIbHO OH IaxHeT. ITO OBII 3allaxX MbIJIa U MIPSIHOCTEH C OTTEHKOM MHUpTa. Ero pyku
COMKHYJIMCEH BOKPYT Hee, KaK CTaJIbHble MyThl. Mer He Morjia OBUTAThCS, faxe ecyiu OBl 3aX0Tesa.

- Onsartsp BeI? - ['ostoc Anekca 3BeHeN 0T IpocTu. - llInmuoHuTe 3a MHOM?

Mer nocrapanachk He CheKUBATHCS OT €r0 HaTUCKa U ApocTH. OHa BHIIPAMIIA CIMHY U OCMeJNUIach
TIOCMOTPETH €My B I'JIa3a.

- He cobupanacs, - Bo3amyTtunack Mer. - Ho Bac He Ha30Belllb HEIIPUMETHEHIM.
- TTouemy, re OBl S HU ITOSIBUJICS, ST BCTpedalo TaM Bac? YTo BEI ejlaeTe B 9TOM YacTH ABOpPIA?

- Kakoe BBl uMeeTe MpaBo 3alaBaTh MHE BOIIPOCH? - Mer THEBHO B3[epHYya nogboponok. HaBepHoe,
3TOTO He CJIefIoBasIo fienaTh. Mix nuila ObIIM Tak 6/IM3K0, YTO OHA pa3rjisfesia BHTOPEBIINe KOHUNKY
€r0 PecHUIl. YIUBUTEILHO I'yCTHIE U 3aTHYThle PECHUIB. Ero mopasuTenbHo CUHME T'la3a OypaBuiu
ee HaCKBO3b. Mer BuOena KaX[bli, faxKe KPOILIeYHbIH, lIpaM Ha ero CTPOroM U KpacuBoM nuile. Ho
3TO TOJIBKO YCUJIUBAJIO €r0 IIPUBJIeKaTeIbHOCTh, TIOAYEPKUBAJIO €0 JOCTOUHCTBO KaK BOMHA,
0co0eHHO TOHKHUY IITpaM, IlepecekaBInii 6poBb. Mer OlLIyTHIIa KaKyI0-TO BHYTPEHHIO IP0XKb, KOrma
mepeBesia B3TJISAM Ha ero I'yOh.

- OTBeuaiiTe MHe. - ['0y10c Anekca 3By4asl HU3KO U XPHUILIO, CJIOBHO OH UCIIBITHIBAT GOJIb.
- fl uckana mats. Ho BaM g MOr'y 3afiaTh TaKO# Ke BOIIPOC. 3a¥eM BHI 30eCh?

- OTO He Ballle JeJo.
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Mer CHHKIA, B FJ'IYGI/IHG OYIIN OHaA BCE-TaKMW HaOesJIaCh, YTO OH CTaHET KAaK-TO OIIPABAOBIBATHCA.

- PasymeeTcst, 3T0 He MOe fiefio. A 4TO BHI 3[[€Ch [€JIajIH - BIIOJIHE OYEBUIHO. BEI MoXKeTe
Pas3BIIeKaThCS C KEM YTOMHO U I'le YrogHo. - Y Mer mepexBaTuio ropio. - Ho B cnenymomuit pa3 He
IenanTe 3TO B OTKPHITYIO TaM, e J1I000i MOXKEeT BaC YBUOETh.

Anexc elle Kperde Ipuxkarn ee K cebe.
- Korpma MHe HykeH OyZeT Balll COBET, S CIIPOIIY ero ¥ Bac.

Mer YyBCTBOBAJId, KaK BOKPYT He€ PACIIPOCTPAHAETCA TEeIIJIO. OHa Mora MOKJISICTbCS, YTO CIIBIIIUT
CTYK €T0 Cepala, YyBCTBYET HaAIIPA2KEHUE €T0 TeJld. IToxoxe, OH CoepzxKuBa cebst u3 IIOCJIeJHUX CHIJI.

Ee co6cTBeHHOE AbIxaHue OBIIO0 efiBa CIBIIIHBIM 1 IPePHIBUCTEIM. OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA, Kak
TIOOHUMAETCS U OMyCKAEeTCs ero rpyaHas KieTka. OH Tak KPEIKo MpUKUMaI ee K cebe, 4YTo Irpynb
Mer BBICOKO TIOTHSIIACh Haf KopceToM. Termas BOTHa MPOKATUIACh [0 TeJTy, KOToa OHa
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, KaK HAIPSTIMCh COCKH.

Kaszanoch, BO3MyX BOKPYT HUX IIOTPECKUBAET OT HaAmpsixKeHus. ETo B3rism CKOb3HYI 1Mo ry0am Mer.
Boxke, oH cobuparcs mouenoBats ee. OHa ITOYYBCTBOBAa, KaK IMOJHUMAETCS BHYTPH BOJIHA
JKeJaHus, yrpoxkKasi BHIIECHYThCSA HapyXKy, HO Mer mbiTanach 3arnymuTs ee. OHa OOJIKHA AyMaTh
TOJILKO O JJ2KEenMHu.

- OTnnyctuTe MeHs, - yCTaso cKa3aja Mer.

I[To ero nuiy oHa yBUfesa, YTo Aniekc nopaxeH. Hu cioBa He roBops, oH oTnycTtul ee. U Mer
TIocTapasiack IOOBICTPee UCUE3HYTh.

['maBa 7
- MaprapeT, nepectasb ep3aTh.

- O#1! - Mer mBITaNach YCKOIB3HYTh OT PAaCcYeCKH, KOTOPOM MaTh pacuechiBajia KOIIHY ee
3aMyTaBIIUXCS Bojoc. HacTymum Beyep Mackapazna, @ BMECTe C HUM HacTall Yepef BHIIOIHUTh
naHHOe MaTepu oOemanue. OOellanre, JaHHOE O] MaBlIeHHEM, C Pa3dpaxkeHueM mogymana Mer. -
4 He ep3aw. He moHMMalo, moyeMy si COraacuIach Ha 9TO, 0COOEHHO MTOCIIe TOT0, KaK THI
OpraHu30Baja HaM COMPOBOXKAEHHE Ha 9TOT BeUYep.

- THI cornmacunacse, IOTOMY YTO XO4ellh I0PafioBaTh CBOIO MaTh, - 3asiBuiia Po3anuun. - Mue Oymet
IPUSATHO CMOTPETh Ha TBOIO IPUYECKY U Haps[n ceromHs. - OHa B3MoxHYyNa. - TH KpacHBas AeBYIIKa,
moporasi, eciy TOJIbKO OyHelrs yoeasaTh BHUMaHNe CBOel BHEITHOCTH TOYHO TakK JKe, KaK yaenselb
BHUMaHUE BOIIPOCaM PEHTHI.

- PenTta BaxHee IIPUYECKH, - TEePIIEJINBO OTBETHUJIA Mer, CJIOBHO 3TOT Pa3roBop IIPOUCXOOUII HE B
COTHIH, a B nepan?I pas. - ThI 2Ke BUOMIINL, CKOIBKO CHJI HAflo, YTOOBI IIPUBECTH B IIOPAOOK 3TH
HEIIOCIIYITHBIE JTIOKOHHEI.

PozanmuH[ mokKavaa TOJIOBOM ¥ ITOCTapasiach MPUAATE JIAIY CYPOBBIN BH[, HO Y Hee HHYEro He
TIOJTyYHJIOCh, OHA HUKOT[a He yMeJla CMOTPETh CTPOTO.

- He 3Hat0, moueMy THI TaK pa3oyapoBaHa HalIMM COIPOBOXKIeHUEM. Anekc Makayn -
O4YapoBaTeNIbHEIM MyKYHHA.
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- Ho Bennb THI 00Oelrana He BMeIIUBaThCsA. KpoMe TOro, Bce TBOM YCUIIMS HAMPACHHL. 4 yKe peluna,
4YTO ecnu [2KelMU cOenaeT MHe IIpeajokKeHue, s BEIUAY 3a Hero 3aMyxK.

Po3anmuH HaXMypPHIIach:

- Tl He mobuis [IxkeMu. S BuAesna, Kak Thl CMOTPHUIIL Ha Anekca Maknaynaa. OH HpaButcs Tebe. 4
TOJIBKO TIO0CTapajach CaeyiaTh Tak, YTOOHI TH MOTJIa IPOBECTU C HUM HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs. Thl Jo/IKHa
ObITH Gy1arOmapHa MHe.

Y Mer BcheIXHYIY IIeKH. MaTh OKa3ajach CIUIIKOM HabI0gaTeTbHOM.

- 41 He cnenas, Mmama. OH OENCTBUTENFHO KPACUB, KTO CTaHET criopuTh? Ho Mexny pusnyeckum
BJIeYEHHUEM U HaCTOSIIUM YYBCTBOM €CTh Pa3HHIA. [la U s ero COBCEM He MHTEPECYIO.

- Yenyxa! - orBeTusna Po3anuup.

Mer ynuBIeHHO IIOCMOTpPETIa Ha MaTh. [7151 ee T00e3HOM MaTyIIKU 3TO ObIJI0 CPOOHY OpaHHOMY
CJIOBY.

- Tur crmemast, ecnu B Anekce Makayne HU4ero, KpoMe KpacuBoro nuila, He Buguinb. OH jnopm, Opat
OJHOTO M3 CAMBIX BIIUSITENbHAIX T'JIaB KJlaHa B ropHoi [IIoTIaHauM, CKYCHBIA BOMH, HHTEJTUT €HTHBIN
1 oCcTpoyMHEIM. CaMoe rJ1aBHOE, OH I'J1a3 C Te6s He CBOOUT.

- TebGe 3TO TONBKO KAXKETCS, - BSIJIO BO3pa3uia Mer, cTapasich IOOaBUTh BOJIHY YOBOIbCTBHUS,
KOTOPYIO BbI3BaJIX CJI0Ba MaTepu. - Pagu Bora, MaMa, OH Ha€MHUK, OH IIPOfIAaeT CBOM Med TOMY, KTO
IIOpOXKe 3aIlyIaTuT.

- B TakoM ciy4dae y Te6s1 OCTATOYHO HEHEeT, YTOOH! 3aIIaTUTh.

- MamMma!

MarTs B3pepHysia nogb0poaoK, CTapaTelbHO M300paxkas yIpsSMCTBO.
- Ham HyXHEH B [laHKUHE XOpOIIVE BOUHEL

- Ham HyXeH He pocTo Xopownii BouH. Kak HacueT npegaHHoCcTu? Pa3Be TH He CIIbIIIana O ero
ccope ¢ 6paTom? Kak s MOTYy TOBEPUTH B €T0 IIpefaHHOCTb UeHy?

- OTO BCe CIIyXH, - MaxHyJa pyKou PosanuHg.

Mer He MOTJIa CKPBITh CBOE Pa304apoBaHKe, 0COOEHHO Teleph, KOTa MaTh CKa3aia To, O YeM OHa
caMa OTKa3kBajach Jymatb. OHa He MOXKEeT PUCKOBaTh Oymymmm Oparta, OymymmM KiiaHa. B KoHIe
KOHIIOB, 4YTO OHa 3HaeT 06 Anekce Makmayme?

OH npuOBITT KO OBOPY CO IIek(hoM TAMHCTBEHHOCTH U YXUIIPEHUH, ero IIPefaHHOCTh BhI3hIBalIa
comHeHus. [ToueMy OH He X04eT, YTOOBI KTO-TO 3HAJI O TOM, YTO OH Obln Hegasneko ot Ckas? [Touemy
OH 0011aeTcs C JTI0IbMU, KOTOPEIE, TI0 CYTH, ero Bparu? M moyemy oH Tak HEOXKHUIAHHO OOBUHMUII €€ B
cnexke? OH 4YTO-TO CKpPHIBaeT, Terepb Mer He COMHEBasIach B 3TOM.

I[IpaBna, oH OB BHIAIOIIXMCS BOMHOM. [IJ1 9TOT0 y HEero OBUIO BCe: TOCIIOACTBO U aBTOPUTET 0e3
00BIYHOTO TIPU 3TOM BHICOKOMEpHS. B TOM cpazxkeHuu Mer nopasuiu ero Jufepckre kadectsa. Ho
OHAa He 3HaJjla, CMOXeT JI OH UCKYCHO BECTH II€PETOBOPEHI C TIIOABMYU KOPOJISL U OTCTauBaTh UHTEPECH
ee KnaHa. Y camoe riaBHOe, OyZ#eT v OH NpefiaH ee OpaTy WX MONBITAETCS €OUHOINYHO
TI0JIb30BAThCS BNIacThio? UTo-TO elfe Oecrnokousio Mer. OHa YyBCTBOBaJja, YTO AJIeKC CTapaTeIbHO
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cmepxuBaeT cebss. OH ObIT Y€JTOBEKOM OIMACHBIX CTpacTed. Mer He MOXKET HOBEPSTH EMY, PUCKOBATh
Oymyumm 6pata u CBOMM COOCTBEHHEIM. [ToaTomy [KelMu - ee eIMHCTBEHHHBIN BEIOOD.

- He BMmemuBalics, MaMa, - pe3Ko cka3aia Mer. - 4 3Ha, 4TO fenaro.
['ma3a mMaTepy HAIOJHUIUCH CIIE€3aMHU.
- [Ipoctu, moporas, s TOJIKO X041y, 4TOOH! T ObljIa CYaCTINBA.

Mer B3rNgHYJla Ha MaTh, ¥ ee oXBaTuia aHuka. OHa YyBCTBOBaja cebsi CBI3aHHOM 10 PyKaM U
HOTaM, KaK POXeCTBEHCKHUI I'ych AJg xKapku. K coxkanenuio, Mer cTpafana Takou ke c1aboCThio,
YTO U ee OTell: OHa He MOrJjla BRIHOCUTE cjie3 MaTepu. «[loxkamyiicTa, joporas, TOJIbKO Pa30K», -
yMonsgna Pozanuua. M Mer ycTynuna, KOrga MaTh IIpeOIokuia e IoM0OYb C HapsaoM.

OHa B3si71a MaTh 3a PYKU ¥ TUXOHBKO CXKaJla UX.

- 41 3Har, MaMa, IPOCTU MeHs. f1 3Hal0, YTO TH XKejaelrs MHe nobpa. d Oyny cuactnuBa. C [Ixeimu.
Martb efiBa OTKpPEIJIa POT, YTOOLI BO3Pa3uTh, HO Mer He fajla e cKka3aTh HU CJIOBa.

- MHe KaxXeTcsI, HaJ0 3BaTh JJUINC, €CJIU MBI HE XOTHM OII03[IaTh.

Pozanunp, BEpPOSTHO, X0TeJla CKa3aTh YTO-TO ellle, HO TOJIBKO COTJIaCHO KUBHYJIA U II03BOHUIIA
CIIyKaHKe.

CrycTs1 HeCKOJIBKO 4acOoB JJIIMC 3aK0J10J1a MOCIeIHUY JIOKOH B HOBOU IIpUu4yecKe Mer U cpoesana mar
Ha3af, 4ToOB IOCMOTPETh Ha CBOIO paboTy. Mer onsiTh pyrana cebs 3a TO, 4YTO COTJIaCUIach Ha
TaKy10 TIYIIOCTh, ¥ BOPYT YCIIbIIIasia, KaK aXHyJjla MaTh.

- Yto Takoe? - cMmyTuiach Mer u TpOHyJIa IpUu4ecKy. - Tak 1m1oxo? { xe roBopusia, 4YTo 3TO IIycTas
TpaTa BpeMeHH.

MaTh KOCHYJIaCh PyKaMH IIeK HoYepH, riia3a ObLIM IIOJTHEL BOCTOPTA.
- Mapraper... - OHa 3aMoiT4aia, IPOJoIKas BO BCe rjia3a CMOTPeTh Ha Mer. - Thl BeTMKOnIenHa!

Mer yneIOHYIACh, 3HAsA, YTO MaTh CKJIOHHA K IIPEyBETMYEeHUI0, 0COOEHHO KOTfla peyb UMET O
IOCTOMHCTBAX ee meTel. B 9TOT MOMEHT B KOMHATY BOIIIa Ju3abeT, KOTopasi ToXKe He CKphIBajia
CBOEro BOCXUIIEHHS.

- Tl IeMCTBUTENIBHO BHITTISAUIID BEIMKOIENIHO, Mer, - yineiOHyIach dnu3abeT. - d HUKOra He
BUOena TeOs Takoi. Thl OCJIENIUTEIIbHA.

Mer CMYTHUIJIX TaKH€ HCKPEHHNE KOMIIJIMMEHTHI, OHa YyBCTBOBaAJld, KaK KPadaCKa 3aJINBaA€T €€ IIEKH.

- Yemyxa Bce 9TO0, - CAepPKaHHO OTBETHJIA OHa. KaKoe Yymo MOTYT COTBOPUTDH HOBAs MpUYECKa U
nnatee? Ho He Morya ymepkaThCsi, YTOOB HEe OPOCHTH B3TJISIT B 38PKaJIo.

OTTyma Ha Hee CMOTpeJIa TOYTH He3HAKoMas KeHIuHa. HermokopHble KyApy HaKOHEI] TOKOPUIUCH U
OblT COOpaHB! HA 3aTHUIKE. JJUIKC OCTaBUJIa HECKOJIBKO JIOKOHOB CBOOOMHO HUCIANATh Ha IIel0 U
nie4n. JIeTKu# Clio¥ Myaphl Ha HOCY CKPHUT BECHYIIKY, a Ha IeKax urpai pyMmsHel. [upoko
pacmaxHyThle OT JII00OMBITCTBA I'1a3a Ka3aiiCh OTPOMHBIMU. Bce OCTalbHBIE YEPTHI IUIIA BHITIISAENN
HEeOOBIKHOBEHHO M3SIIHO: KPOIIEeYHKIN TOAO0POMI0K, ClIerkKa B3[EePHYTHIM HOC, MSATKas TUHUS T'y0. ITO
IpHUaBao JUIY XPYIKYI0 PAaHUMOCTh, KOTOPYIO paHbllle Mer nocuyuTana Obl s ce6s HEBO3MOKHOM.

Cepaue He JKeT 52 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

B gecThr Mackapasa Po3anunp BriGpasa myist Mer mpoCcToe IIeTKOBOE IJIaThe C 3eJIEHBIM OTTEHKOM,
KOTOPOe HeOOLIKHOBEHHO IIIJIO K ee I'1a3aM. be3 MBIITHEIX KPUHOJIMHOB MIATKHE CKIaOKH IIAThs
obreranu ee CTPOMHYI0 GUTYPY ¥ OTYEPKHUBAIN MATKYI0 OKPYIJIOCTh IPYOH, HE COAB/IUBas ee
JKECTKUM KOPCETOM ¥ TOPPUPOBAHHEIM BOPOTHHKOM, KakK 3TO OBIIIO B OORIYHOM IIPHIBOPHOM
OHEeSTHUH.

ZKeHIIMHA, KOTOpas CMOTpesla Ha Hee U3 3epKaja, Ternepsb Oblyla 0YeHb Ioxoxka Ha Po3anuum. OHa
IEeNCTBUTELHO OBINIa... XOPOIIeHbKOM, Tpu3Haack cebe ynuBIeHHO Mer.

OHa He 3HaJa, YTO CKa3aTh. Y Hee HUKOra He OBIJI0O BpeMeHU, YTOOH! YOeNsaTh BHUMaHue CBOeH
BHEIIHOCTH. [la 9TO ¥ He UMeJIo 3HaYeHus [ Hee. Celiyac OHa IIOHSJIA, YTO BOBCE HE JeJI0BLIe
00sI3aHHOCTH JIUIIIAIU €e BPeMeHH 3aHSIThCs c060#. OHa mpocTo 6ostack. Bosmach, YTO 9TO HUYEro
He CMOXKEeT U3MEHUTbh.

OMonuu rnepexBaTUuiIu ropo.
- Cracu60 Tebe, MaMa. - Mer B3BOJIHOBAHHO YJILIOHYJIach M HAKJIOHUIIACh IOLIETI0BATh MaTh.
Poszanuup yneiOHynack JoUuepu B OTBET, B Ila3ax 01eCTeNu Clne3bl pagoCTH.

- He 3a 4T0, moporasi, - OTBeTH/Ia OHA U, He yIepxkKaBIIKUCh, Jo0aBuia: - f myMaio, CerogHs BeuepoM
THl YIMBUILILCS, CKOJIBKO YIOBOJILCTBUS MIPUHECYT Tebe 3THU MPUTOTOBIIEHUS.

Y TONbKO CIIyCTS KaKoe-TO BpeMs Mer IoHsIa, KaK ITpaBa Oblfla ee MaTh. Mer neiCTBUTENbHO ObII0
npusiTHO. OYeHb IPUSTHO.

Korpma Anekc Makmay[ peIuTebHEIM IaroM BOIIEN B HEOOJIBIION CaJIOH, YTOOBI COTPOBOKIATh UX
Ha Mackapafl, oH OyKBaJIbHO 3aMep: Mer BHTIsAAeNa 3aMedaTeNlbH0. OTKPEITOE BOCXUIIEHUE B €T0
r71a3ax CTOMIIO TeX HECKOJIbKUX YTOMUTENbHEIX YaCOB, KOTOPHEIE OHA IIOTPATHIIA Ha CBOIO BHEITHOCTE.
OH HempPUIUYHO [0JIT0 CMOTPeN Ha Hee. HacToIbKO HOJTo, YTO OHA IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa HEJTIOBKOCTD U
IIOBEpTeJia B PyKax Beep, Yero paHblle HUKOTHA He [iefana.

B3rnsamg moTeMHeBIINX I'JlTa3 MEAJIEHHO rnepemMmeniasncs 1mo (’pI/Irype Mer, BHUMATEJIBHO n3ydad ee HOBBIN
Hapsag. Mer croOBHO IMOYYBCTBOBaAJIa TOJIYOK, IIPOYUTAB B 3TOM B3rJjisd[]e HEIIPUKPEITOE XKeEJlaHUe.

Ho Anekc, moxoxe, cepauincs. ['yOrl C2KauCh B TOHKYIO JTMHUIO, 1A I[eKe ITONePruBajiCs MyCKYI.
Iaxe B M3BICKAHHOM IIPHUIBOPHOM 00JIaUE€HHUH €T0 TeJI0 OBIIO HAIPSKEeHO, CJIOBHO OH TOTOBHUJICS HE K
6any, a kK cpaxenuto. Ceityac Anmekc Maknayy ObII TaKUM Ke, KaK TOTfa B Jiecy, - COOpaHHBIM 1
CYPOBHIM BOMHOM.

YTO C HUM IIPOUCXOOUT?

Bpocus nocnennuu B3rnan Ha Mer, Anekc moBepHyJicsa K Po3anuHp U IIpenioxXui ed pyky. Mer
HaxMypuJach. ITOT MyK4uHa BeJl ce0s1 CTpaHHO.

Anekc THXO0 KuIesn oT 3mocTi. OH 30 BCEX CHUJI CTAPAJICS KOHTPOIMPOBATh Ce0s1, HO eT0 TePIEHUI0
TpUXOOuI KoHell. C KaXOo¥ MUHYTOM, MPOBEIEeHHON Ha 9TOM IIPOKJISTOM MacKapaje, OH 3JTUJICS ellle
cunbHee. AJIeKC cTapalicsi He CMOTPeTh Ha Mer, Ho 3To He momorasno. OH 3aMedaln Kaxaoro
CaMOOOBOILHOTO (haTa, YBUBABIIIET0CS BOKPYT Hee. Mer OKpyzKaJjo IJIOTHOE KOJIbI[0 MYyKYKH, a
Posanuupg u Onusabet Hurpe He 6b110. Kyna oM genmuck, 4epT Bo3bMU? Pa3Be OHU He 3HAIOT, UTO
HEBUHHOTO SITHEHKA HeJIb3s OCTABIISITh CPEIH CTau TOJIOIHHIX BOIIKOB?

IToxoxe, MY2KYHWHEI ITPH IBOPE HUKOI'Ma HE BUOEIN KPACHUBBIX KeHIIHH!
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HpI/IBbIKHYB pa3peniathb 1'Ip06JIeMI:I C TIOMOIIBI0 MeyYa, ATEeKC C TPYOOM COXPaHHUII BUOUMOCTH
BEXKIJIUBOCTH. EMy XO0TeJIOCh YHUYTOXKHUTE Te€X, KTO IIOXOTJIMBO CMOTpPeEJI B €€ CTOPOHY.

Mer MakKMHHOH HCHLITHIBala €ro TepIlieHue, ero Tejo. OH, CI0BHO 3aHepTBII;I B KJIETKE J1eB, OB
BCTPEBOXKEH U PAa3dpPazKeH. COHpOTI/IBJ'IeHI/Ie HHCTHUHKTaM OKa3aJIOCh HEBRHIHOCHMEBIM [JIS 9E€JIOBEKaA,
IIPUBLIKIIETO 2KUTH UMH.

Arnexkc, Kak TOJIbKO BOIIIEJ B CaJIOH BeYepOM U yBUeNl Mer, cpa3y MOHSJI, YTO IPOU30MIET JasIbllle,
3TO-TO ¥ MIPUBEJIO eTo B IpocTh. OH 3HaJI, KaKoW OyHOeT peakIus CO CTOPOHBI MYyKYKH, IIOTOMY YTO
caM oTpearupoBai nogo0HsIM 06pa3oM. BosiHa BoXmeneHUs TPOH3MUIIa TEJO.

Mer ka3zanach OoruHel. Kackap Kyapsiiek, OrpOMHbEIe HEBUHHEIE T'J1a3a, KpacuBklie I'yosl. Ho uMeHHO
ee TJIaThe efiBa He CBeJIO Anlekca ¢ yMa. Pagu Mackapaga oObIYHEIE XKECTKHe KOPCETH U IHPOKUe
100KU YCTYNIUIU MeCTO 60jiee MIATKUM, TeTIIUM PacoHaM 1okpos. [1naTtke Mer oberano ee Qurypy,
IOIYEePKUBasi BLICOKYIO I'PYOb, TOHKYIO TAJIMI0 U CTPOMHBIE NeBUYLY Oempa.

EMmy Gornbliie He Hafio OBLTO MBICTIEHHO IIPEACTABISATh TO, YTO MPSTANOCh MO ONexk 0k Mer, OH BUIen
KaXKIBIH H3TKH0 ee Tena. AJIeKC CXKaJjl KyJlakKK U PYKOSITKY Meda. Bemb Bce OCTambHEIE TOXKE 9TO
Bupmenu. ETo kpomreyHas yueHas HuM@a Oblyla Tak co6Ia3HUTEIbHA, YTO Y HETO IIePEeCcoxJio BO PTY.

[Tpoknatue! Ho moueMy UMEeHHO CerOfHs Be4epoM OHa OTKpEI/Ia CBOIO KpacoTy A Bcero mupa? OHa
BCEeT[Ia I0JIb30Bajiach MOMYJISIPHOCTHIO CPEOH MYKYHUH IToCcTapIie O6arogaps CBOek
Cc000pa3uUTEeNIbHOCTH, ¥ 3HAYUTETLHOMY COCTOSTHUIO, HO KpacoTa fejlajia ee TOJIbKO IIPUBJIeKaTeIbHee.
Ceropgns ee mpecieqoBaiy U cTapsle, ¥ Monogsie. Ho Anekca 6eCIioKouIM KMEHHO MOJIOIEIe
IOKJIOHHUKY. OH IpeuyyBCTBOBAJI, B KaKy0 HEIPUATHOCTh Mer yrOgUuT C Ype3MepHO YCEePIHBIM
MoJIofbIM o0oxkaTteneM. C Hell MOXKET IPOU30UTH TO JKe CaMOe, YTO efjBa He IIPOU30III0 MeXAY HUMU
B KOpHUOpe.

Amexc mopyMal, 4To eMy CleayeT MePeKIouYnTh CBOe BHUMaHKUE Ha YTO-HUOyab apyroe. IToka oH He
YBUIe HUYEr0 TAKOT0, YTO YKa3kIBaJIO ObI Ha OMMACHOCTE, TPO3SINyi0 Mer. Pa3roBop, mMoAC/IyIIaHHbIMA
UM B TaBepHe, CKopee Bcero OB COBIameHneM. AneKc cKa3asl cebe, TTOCKOIbKY OH COTJIACHUIICS
BLICTYIIUTD B POJIM COIIPOBOKOAIOIIEro: ero 3agadya npucMaTpuBaTh 3a Mer. OHa Beib COBCEM
HEONbITHA B OTHOIIEHUSX C MyKUYMHaMHU, 0COOEHHO C IPUABOPHLIMU JI0Benacamu. Ho oH ropasno
Oonbille BpeMeHH yOessan Mer U ee HACTHIPHEIM ITOKJIOHHHUKAM, YeM CJIeOu 3a JJOPHOoM-KaHI[IeEpOM
CutoHoM.

EnuHCTBEHHOE, YTO €My yaJioch Y3HATh Ha CBUIAHUU CO CITy>KaHKO#M CUTOHA, - TOT co0upascs
TIOCETUTH CeTONHS Mackapan. Anekc ¢hiaupToBas ¢ Hell B Hafeke y3HaTh HeUTO BaxHOe AJid cebs,
HO, OYEBUMIHO, OHa OblIa ONHOM U3 HEMHOTUX CJIy2KaHOK IIPU ABOPe, He MOMCIyIINBAIoIIel Pa3rOBOPLI
BOKDYT.

XO0TS BO BCEM OCTaJIbHOM [AEBYIIKa IPOAEMOHCTPUPOBaia YOUBUTEIbHO S9HEPTUYHBIA XapaKTep.
AJslekc BITaJICS BBIPBATHCSA U3 €€ LENKUX PYK, Korga moumar B3riaag Mer. OH [elCcTBOBall HE
pa3myMbIBasi, IpeBpaTUB HeynoOHYIo OJisi cebsl CUTyalllio B TaKylO 2Ke HEeJIOBKYIO [JId Hee. 3aMeTHB
0oJb B ee riasax, OH X0TeJl 00BSCHUTHCS, HO IONPo0yX 00BSCHUTD XEHIIKHHEe, YTO OH 0OHUMA
OPYTYI0 U3 YHCTO OEeJIOBHIX cooOpaxeHui. OH caenasn omubKy, 3aKII0YKUB IIOTOM MeT B CBOU
00BSATHS, HO HUCKOJIBKO He 3Kajies1 00 3TOM. OTO MaJIeHbKOe YIOBOIbCTBUE TOIBKO CHUJIbHEE PAa30XKITI0
€ro CTPacTkb.

Anekc mo#mar cebs Ha TOM, YTO CHOBa CMOTPHUT Ha Mer. OHa U3MEHMIIACh ¥ IIPU 3TOM OCTarach
npexHel. XOTs Telephb ee BOJIOCH ObLIM YI0KEHH B KPACUBYIO MMPUYECKY, JTUIIO0 MO-ITPpexKHeMY ObII0
3aqyMUMBLEIM U CKydatomuM. Hu Kannu ¢anbinu. ToJTBKO OMHO 3TO YKe BHIOETISN0 ee U3
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OKPYXKAKIMUX U OJeJIaJI0 HAMHOT'O IIPHUBJIEKATEJIbHEE OJIA IIPECBITUBIINXCA ITPUOBOPHEIX, BEIOIITUXCSA
BOKDPYT. Bo BceM o0muke Mer MakKHHHOH OH He BUIEJI U TEHHU IIPUTBOPCTBA. Ee YBEPEHHOCTL U
CIIOCOOHOCTD OTKPOBEHHO BBEICKA3LIBATH CBOIO TOYKY 3PEHUA BOCXUINAIN Anekca.

Ho cerogus BeuepoM B Hel 4TO-TO u3MeHHUI0Ch. OHa Ka3anach 0ojiee CIIOKOMHOM, YeM Ipexke.
Bornee cuacTnuBol, HaBepHOE. 3a CEPLEe3HEIM BEIPAzKEHHEM JIHIla CKPBIBAIach MOIofas OecrneuyHast
IeBYIIKa, KOTOpasi OTBazKWUIacCh faxKe YyTh MPUOTKPHITH CBOU IIPEJIECTH. AJIEKCY XOTEeI0Ch YBUAETD €€
ynbIOKy. Ho TONMBKO He TpefHa3HaYeHHYIO IPYTUM MyKUYUHaM.

Mer yneiOHYIaCh 4EMY-TO, UTO IIPOLIETITAN el Ha YXO CTOSBILUY PSOOM KaBajiep, U 3Ta yJbli0Ka
npeoOpa3uiia ee IUI0. AJIeKC He MOT 0TOpBaTh B3rIsAna. Ero okonmoBan BonmeOHEN 671€CK 3eTIeHBIX
T71a3, B3[EPHYTHIM HOCUK U YyBCTBeHHas NMuHus ryd: EMy mo 60mu 3axoTenoch monpoboBaTh UX Ha
BKYC, CHOBa IpuKaTh Mer K cebe, IOYyBCTBOBATh €€ 3alax. B maxy oymuianoch 601e3HeHHOe
HaIpsKeHue.

Mer gBUTaNack C IPOCTOM, OECXUTPOCTHOM T'pallieil, HO OT 3TOT0 BHITJIIAENA elle co0Ma3HUTeIbHEee.
Bo3M0KHO, OHa He OT/IMYajach TAaKOW SIPKOM KPacoTOM, KakK ee MaTh WJIK ero HeBeCcTKa M3abens, HO
Mer Orvlna oyapoBaTenbHa. K coxkanenuio, Anekc OblJT He eIMHCTBEHHEIM, KTO 3aMETHII 9TO.

KpaeH.IKOM ri1a3a Alekc 3aMeTul, Kak Mer, 3allPOKMHYB I'0JIOBY, CMEETCA Hal 4eM-TO, YTO CKa3all ee
IIOKJIOHHUK. JTOT MyZK4YKHa CTOAII CJIIMIIKOM O/TM3K0 ¥ He CBOTUJI I'J1a3 C l"J'Iy'6OK01"O OeKoneTe. B yiax
Anexkca 3aCTy4allo, U Ir'ia3a 3aBOJIOKIIA IIE€JIEHA.

C Hero xBaTUT. DTa MaJieHbKasi COOIa3HUTENIbHUIIA 3aClTy K1 Cephe3Hoe BHyIneHune. U oH ero
chesaer.

Kak TonbKo oHM NMpUOBITK B 3aJ1, KaXKa0e ABUXKeHWe Mer COpoBOXK/asoCh 3aMETHLIM T'yJI0M
rosiocoB. OHa npebbiBaa B COBEPIIEHHOM BOCTOPTE OT CBOEH MOMyIsIpHOCTH. Mer HUKOITla He
CTpafaja OT OTCYTCTBUS IIOKJIOHHUKOB, KOTOPHIE CONIEPHUAYAJIA HE TOJIBKO 3a ee PYKy, HO U 3a ee
coctosinre. Ho cerofiHsl Be4epoM K Hel MPOSBIISIN COBCEM APYTOX UHTEpPEC.

Ee x0oTenu He TOJIBKO pady BIIACTH ¥ MOJIOKEHUS, KOTOPEE o0ecreduT Opak ¢ MerT, ee XOTeNu pafu
Hee caMoil. Mer u cama ObljTa yIuBIeHa ITPOU3O0IIEANIEH TIepeMeHOH.

Ona 3Hama, 4To Anekc HaOmomaeT 3a Hel. Y Hero OBINT TaKOW CBUPEILIA BUA, YTO MeT 3aTHIIKOM
YyBCTBOBaJla OMaCHOCTb. M KOrma OH HampaBUJICS K HEM C PEUIUTEIbHLIM BhIpaXKeHUEM JIUIla, OHA
nogymaja, uto O6ymeT padymMHee u36exkaTh 9TOM BCTpedH. Y Hero OBIIO IIJI0X0e HaCTpoeHue, u Mer
II0fi03peBasia, YTO 0 KaKOKU-TO IPUUYKMHE OH BUHUT B 9TOM ee. [Touemy? KTo ero 3Haer... OHa
IIOBEPHYJIACh K CTOSBIIEMY PSIOOM MYKUKHE, B3sJia €ro Iof PYKYy ¥ HallpaBUJach K Bexomy. Ho
Anekc ycnesn nperpaguTh UM IyTh.

Mer 3amaHMKOBAaa, €1 He HPaBUJIOCh, KaK AJIeKC CMOTPUT Ha Hee. «Ho 5 XKe He coenana HU4Yero
IIJIOXOT0», - HallOMHMIa OHa cele.

- IIpocTuTe, - yOUBUTENHHO CIIOKOWHO CKa3aya Mer. - 4 Kak pa3 cobpaach MOAIIATH CBEXKUM
BO3AYXOM C...

- Xopoias unesi, - nepebun ee Anekc. - 4 npoBoxy. Jlopg MakcBenn, Hafeloch, He OygeT
BO3paxaTh? - AJIeKC CXBAaTUII ee 3a PYKY U IOTSIHYI B CTOPOHY 0ankoHa. JIopm MakcBe, MOX0xKe,
CUJIbHO BO3pazaJll, HO eMy He XBaTHUJIO AyXa MOCIOPUTh ¢ AleKcoM. Mer KpaeM rjia3a IocMOTpesa Ha
Amnekca ¥ 3aMeTHIa IIJIOTHO C3KaTkle TYOBI ¥ HaNIPSI2KEeHHEIN Mon6oponok. Ero mneuywu ObUIM B IBa pa3a
mupe, 4eM y Jiopfia MakcBesia, KpoMe TOro, OH OblJI MPUMEPHO Ha BOCEMb [IOMMOB BHIIIE JIOPAA.
Mer noHs1a, YTO BPS[ U BIIpaBe 00OBHHSTh OeMHOTO JIopfia MakcBesia B TOM, YTO OH BEIHYKOEH OBIT
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ycTynuTh. Co3[aBaioch BlieyaT/ieHNe, 4YTO AJIeKC yXKe 3asgBUJI O CBOUX IIpaBaX Ha Hee U OPOCUT
BEI30B J1II000MY, KTO BCTAHET Ha ero ImyTu. Mer nocrapasnachk II0CKOpee n30aBUTHCS OT 9TOT0 YYBCTBA.
9T0 npocTo cMelHO. Ha KakoM OCHOBaHUM OHA [OJIZKHA KOMY-TO IIpAHALIeKaTh?

[lns yenoBeKa CTOJIb BHYIIUTEIBHBIX BHEITHUX Pa3MepoB AJIeKC OBUTAJICS YOUBUTEJILHO I'PALiiO3HO.
Ho Mer ObIJI0 TPYOHO MOCIIEBATh 3@ €ro OBICTPHIMY IIMPOKUMHU IIaraMu. [IpoxJTafiHbIN HOUHON BO3AYX
IIPUSTHO OCBeXKaJl Iocje AYIIHOTO Teljia eperolHeHHOro 3ana. OrIsgeBIIrCh BOKPYT, YTOOHI
yOemuThCSI, YTO OHU 3[eCh OMHU, Mer 0CBOOOIUIIACH OT €T0 PYKH. AJIeKC KUIIeN OT SPOCTH, HO OHa He
mact cebd 3amyraTh. [Jake TaKOMy BeJIMKaHy, KaK OH.

BHe3amHoe nmpo3peHne yOuBUIIo 1 o0pafoBano Mer. HecMoTpsi Ha cBUpenbili Bu Anekca Makiayza,
OHa COBCEM KakK TOT[a, BO BpeMsi OUTBHI, He 6osinach ero. Kak Ovl OH HU CEpOUICS, OHa 3HaJjla, YTO OH
HUKOTIA He IPUYUHUT ei Bpemda. [laxke Koraa oH OBII B IPOCTH, Mer 4yBCTBOBasia ce6s ¢ HUM
ropaspo 6e3omacHee, 4eM ¢ KeM-miu60 ApyruM. ITO OTKPBITHE IIPUAAJIO0 el cMennocTu. Mer
IIOBEPHYJIaCh K HEMY JIUIIOM.

- 910 O8I0 TPY0O, - 3aMETUIIa OHA, CAEePKUBas XKeJlaHue TKHYTh eMy IMajblieM B IPydb. - YTO C BaMu
npoucxoguT? Brl BeCh Beuep CMOTPUTE Ha MeHSI KaKUM-TO CBUPEILIM B3TrjisgmoM. Heyxkenu Bce elie
CEepOUTEeCh 3a TO, UTO IIPOU3O0IIIO Ha OHAX? f Ke cKa3alla, YTo He clefusia 3a BaMu. MHe XKaJlb, UTO
s TIOMelIlajia BallliM aMypHBIM fieflaM, HO BBl Ke He MOXKeTe BUHUTh MEHS 3a TO, YTO 5 ILIa 110

KOPUOOopy?
Anekc HAYEro He TOBOPHUJI, TPOCTO CBEPJIWII €€ B3TJIANOM, HO Mer yoanoch CKPHITh CBOE CMYILIEHHE.

- 41 He cepXKyCh Ha Bac, - HAKOHEI] CHU30IIIel N0 00bICHeHNS ee KaBajep. - S MpocTo 3a004ycCh 0
BallleM O/1aromoNyyun.

- A pa3Be g Obljla B OTTaCHOCTHU? - HEIOBepUMUBO QHIPKHYIa Mer.

OueBupgHO, ANeKCy He TOHPaBWIACh JIETKOMBICJIEHHOCT OTBETA, IIOTOMY YTO OH CHeJial LIar B ee
CTOPOHY. YCTpalllaouuy I1ar e HaBcTpeuy. Teneps oH ObI Tak 67113K0, 4TO Mer 4yBCTBOBasa
TEIIJIO €T0 TeJjla ¥ pa3Nryalia KPolleyHble [IeJIKOBEe HUTH Ha ero YepHOM KaM3ose. Ero rpyns Ovina
KaK I'DaHUTHas CKajia. ITOT YesioBeK ObUI CO3[aH IJ1s1 TOro, YTOOH II0BeJieBaTh. Mer Io4yBCTBOBala
[POXKb, HO 3Hasa, YTO He AOJIKHA OTCTyIaTh.

- (DJ'II/IpTYH TakK, KdK BbI, MO2KHO HAPBAThCA Hd HEIIPUATHOCTL, — PEHIIUTEJIbHO 3aidBHUJL Anekc.
Mer HeJOBEePYHNBO IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha HEro:

- But mytute? 4 dmuproBana? U BH ellle cMeeTe MeHs OCyXKOaTh? {1 He IleJloBajia CIIyKaHKy B
JIIOHOM MecCTe, I'ie BCe MOIJIU 3TO BUMETH!

Anexkc cTapascs mepxath ce0s B pykax. OH BBRITSIHYJ PYKH IO IIBAM U TIOCMOTPeI B Hebeca, CIIOBHO
MOJISI [apOBaTh €My TepIeHue.

- 4 He UesoBarn ee, - IIpomenusl OH CKBO3b 3}7651.

Mer oTBepHYIach, YOUBUBILINCH, KaK O0JIE3HEHHO KOJIBHYJIO y Hee B rpynu. ['ans Ha 3Be3gHOe HEOO,
OHa I10-0co60My BOCIIpHHUMAJa CTOSIIETr0 PSIIOM MyXKUKuHY. BraropogHoe 1m0, MATKue 30JI0TUCThHIE
BOJIOCHI, JOXOUBIINE 0 BOPOTHUKA, BLICOKAs KpemKas QUrypa, cuiia, KoTopast yrajibiBaaach BO BCEM.

Ho Mer 3nana, 4T0 0Ha pearupoBajia Ha HE4YTO ropa3ago Oosbllee, yeM IIpOCTad (1)I/I3I/I‘-IGCKaH
IIPUBJIEKATEJIBHOCTD 3TOT'0 YEJIOBEKA. CriocoOHOCTh TOBEJIEBATh, IOTUUHSTE APpyrux CBOel BoJie OblIa
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MaHa eMy OT IIPUPOIL U NeHCTBOBaIa 6e30TKa3HO. AJIeKC OB YeJIOBEKOM, PSIAOM C KOTOPHIM OHa
YyBCTBOBaJjIa Ce0s XKEeHIUHOH. Ero rocmomcTBo 061aamo yCIoKauBaIMM qercTBreM. Korma Mer
OblTa PSIIOM, OHa 3HaJIa, 4To Bce OymeT xopoio. Ee mpobieMbl He Ka3aaucCh TAKUMHU
HempeononuMbiMi. OHa He OIylfana ONMHOYEeCTBa ¥ JaXKe MOTJIa PacciabuThCs.

- 9TO He TO, 0 YeM BHI ITogyMaiu. - Ajlekc B3noxHy1. OT4ero-To Mer cpa3y I04yBCTBOBajia, 4YTO OH
TOBOPUT IIpaBAay.

OHa BCIIOMHHJIA €T0 BeXKJIMBEIN OTKa3 CIyKaHKe U MOIBITKY OTIEMUTh €€ PYKH OT CBOEH IIeH.
- Torga 4To e 3TO OBLJIO?

- O T'ociogu! - mo6emgueB, mpoOypuan Anekc. - IToBepbTe, K BaM 3TO HE ©UMEEeT HUKAKOT0
OTHOIIEeHHUs. [JoNro 00bSICHSATD.

Ero yecTtHOCTh puuuHsiia Mer 0osb. [Toxoxke, Anekc Makyayn HefCTBUTENIBHO He UMET K Hel
HUKAKOI'0 OTHOIIIEHMSI.

Mer mouyBCTBOBaJIa MIONO3PUTEIbHOE XKKEHHE B I'Ia3ax, HO ORICTPO CIPABUIACH C STUMHU
HeXKeJaTeabHeIMK aMonusaMu. OHa HUKOTA He IIaKaja. Ho Temeps el Ka3aloch, YTO KaK TOILKO
OHa BCTpeTHa Ajlekca, MHOTOe, YTO OHa 3HaJa 0 cebe mpexpae, u3MeHunoch. OHa yKMTala Ha
JIATHIHY, TPedecKoM, HPaHITy3CKOM, MOTJIa YCIIEIIHO YIPaBIsaTh IIOMECTheM, HO B [yIlie BCeraa
0CTaBaJIaCh NEeJIMKATHEIM ¥ PAHUMEIM YeJI0BEKOM.

- Bu IIPaBEI, 3TO HE MO€ [EJI0, - HaKOHEIl KUBHYJIa OHa, — HO BBl TO2KE HE UMEETE IIPaBa BMEIINBATLCA
B MOM mena. 4 6y11y BaM O4Y€Hb ITPM3HATEJIbHA, €CJIN BEL 3aliMeTech CBOMMH.

AJekc B35 ee 3a PyKY U 3aCTaBUI IOBEPHYTHCA K ce0e JTUIOM.

- Brl HUKAK He XOTUTE MEHS MOHSTh. - ET0 Tonoc 3By4asn 3aragoyHo, B HEM CIIBIIIAJCS HaMeK Ha
yrpo3y. - CeromHs Be4epoM 51 0TBeYalo 3a Balry 6e30macHOCTh. I103TOMy MOCTymaiTe Tak, Kak s
T'OBOPIO, U IEPXKUTECH OJAJIbIIIE OT ITUX MYKUYKH. - Mer HeIIOKOPHO B3[epHYya mogboponok. OH He
MMeeT MpaBa IIpPUKa3biBaTh ed. K TOMY ke ee IOBefieHue CETOHS BeYepOM He 3aCiTyKUBaJIO
YIIPEKOB. AJIeKC CIIUIITKOM MHOT0 Opast Ha cebs, 1 9TO y2Ke BRIXOOUIO 3a PaMKU IIPUTTUYUS.

- 41 meNCTBUTENBLHO HE IIOHKMMAI0, O YEM BHI roBOpuUrTe.

- Pa3Be? Bul urpaeTe B OMACHYIO UTPY. OTU MYKUYMHHL HE TOIMIAAST Ballly HEBUHHOCTh. ITO OymeT s
HUX JTAaKOMBIU [EeCepT.

Mer paccMesinack. Y Anekca Ha IeKaX 3aWTpajiy XKelBaku, HO Mer He o6paTuia BHUMAHUS Ha TaKoe
IpenyIpexneHue.

- Bor mrytuTe? MHOTHMX M3 HUX S 3HAK0 OOCTATOYHO HaBHO. OHM aOCOIOTHO 6e3BPEeHEI, YBEPSIIO Bac.
¢l HemI0X0 IIPOBOAMIIA C HUMHU BpeMsi. Bbl Toxke Morju Obl IPUHSATH Y4acTHe B 0011eM Becesbe, a He
OUYUTLCSA. - Mer crenana may3y, Habupasch CMeJIOCTH. - KcTaTu, OTKya Bbl 3HA€Te, YTO I HEBUHHA?
Brr MHOTO TI03BOJISIETE Cce0Ee, MUJIOP.

['ma3a Anexca BCIIBIXHYJIM, OH KpeIde cXkKaJl ee PyKY.
- He gpa3nure meHs, Mer.

,HeBy'I.HKa oﬁpamna BHUMaHHKE, YTO OH Ha3BaJl €e YMEHbIIUTEJIbHEIM HMEHEM, HO B I'OJIOCE €TI0 OIIATh
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CIIBIIIAJIACh YyTpo3a. Mer moHMMaIa, YTo el He CIeAyeT ero MPOBOIMPOBATh, HO BHE3AIHEIN TPUCTYI
030pCTBa, 0 KOTOPOM OHa y2Ke HaBHO 3a0blia, He IO3BOJIUII € OCTAHOBUTHCS.

- Uuaue uto?

He ycmeno 9To s3BUTENBHOE 3aMeYaHue COPBAThCS C ee T'y0, Kak OHa CHOBa 0OKa3aslach B PyKax
Anekca. OH Tak Kpemko IMpuxKaJl ee K TPyau, 4To Mer 3aioxHy1ack. He 0T MOTpsICeHUs, a OT
OCO3HAHUS TOT'0, KAaK e¥ HPaBUTCS HAaXOMUTHCS B ero 00bsATHsAX. OHa OBIJIa CMYyIIleHa ¥ BCTPEBOKEHaA
CBOMIMHU OIIYLIEHUSIMU OT O/TM30CTH ero Tefa. 2Kapkas BOJIHA HaKphlia Mer.

- NHaue s JOKaXy BaM, HACKOJIbKO BbEI HEBUHHEI X KaK MaJiO0 Y BaC KOHTPOJIA Haf My}KqHHOfI u ero
XKeJlaHUuAMHU.

B ero rnasax oTpa3unach Bcs riiy0uHa xKejlaHus o61amaTh €. CTpacTs, IOTPeOHOCTh, TOJION.
2KecToKwMit BOMH, PABHOOYIIHEIN U OTYYKIEHHEIN, X0TeN 061amaTh Mer. Y ee Teno OTKIMKHYIOCH Ha
€Tro MPU3LIB.

Bpems octanoBuMIOCh. MacKapafl, 3ByKH, JOHOCUBIIIKECS U3 3aja, 00s13aTeIbcTBa Mer, Bce Kyaa-To
ncye3no. OcTanuck TOJNBKO OHU OBOE B CepebpHCTOM CBeTe JYHHI. AJIeKC MeIJIeHHO, JI0MM 3a
OI0MMOM, HaKJIOHSAJI TOJI0BY, faBasd Mer BO3MOXKHOCTh BO3PA3UTh.

OHa cnrinana 6e3yMHBIN CTYK CBoero cepaua. Ero ry0sl 6t Tak 67113K0. Mer IpuKphlla I'1a3a,
OTYasTHHO OOPSICh C MAaTHETUYECKUM IIPUTSIKEHUEM TEIlJIa U XKeJlaHusI, KOTOPOe U3/Iydasa ero
cobnasHuTenbHas purypa. Ee 1ieoBanu mpexye, ¥ 9TO efiBa He MpUBeo K KaTtacTpode. Ho ry0nt
Anekca nmpubyuKaauch, ¥ OHA He MOTJIa OCTAHOBUTD €TO0.

lenoT. [Ieixanue. Temnaslii apoMaT IPSHOCTH, U TIOTOM CaMbIM ClafKuu mouenyi. OHa 3a0XHYach
OT MIPOH3UBIIEN ee TeJI0 CIIafOCTHOM OPOXKY, U3YMUBIINCH MIATKOCTH €ro I'y0. OTO MPUKOCHOBEHHE
IJIUIIOCH BCETO JIUIIb MTHOBEHUE, TIOTOM AJIeKC IIOJHSI TOJIOBY, OCTaBUB Mer IeMsIyo 6071b B TPyOu
1 0CTpoe XKejaHue 6ombinero. HexkHOCTh 3TOTO TOIENTyS MTOTPSICIIa €€ ¥ CIIOBHO Ha KPBIIbIX
BO3HECJIa BBEICh. MeT I0YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK YTO-TO ITy00KO CIPsATaHHOE BHYTPH BAPYT MPOOYAUIOCH B
Hel, 3aCTaBsis 3a0BITh O TOM, YTO OHA OEMCTBUTEIILHO NOJIXKHA fenaTh. OHa HOJIXKHA BEIUTH 3aMyXK
3a [Ike¥lMH U faxe HE MeYTaTh O YeJIOBEKe, OfIHA TOJIbKO OIM30CTh KOTOPOTO IIPUBOMUT €€ B TPEIeT.

Ho 9T0 BCe HellpaBMIbHO, XOTENIOCH 3aKpu4aTh Mer. OHa xoTea, 4TOOBl AJleKC OB TPyObIM U
HEBOCIIUTAaHHBLIM, YTOOH! ¥ HEE He BO3HUKAJIO XKeJlaHUs 0THAThCS eMy. YTOOH JOKa3aTh IPaBUILHOCTh
ee pemreHus B BeIOope [xkermu. OHa He X0Tesa, YTOOR OH OB HeXKHEIM U I1eJI0BaJI €e Tak, CJIOBHO
OHa OBlNla CaMbIM JparolleHHHIM COKPOBUILEM B MUDE.

«41 mo3BonMIa eMy mouenoBath ce0si. [[omKHO OBITh, 1 CX0XKYy ¢ yMa». OHa Urpana c OorHeM, HO
HUKOTI'TIa He 0XXHKOaja, YTo 000KKeTCS HEXKHOCTHIO.

- 3aueM BHI CIOeJaly 3TO? - elBa CIBIIIHO cIpocuia Mer.
Amnekc BHIITYCTHII ee U3 00BSATUH U CHea IIar Ha3aj.

- He 3n1a0. Tak momy4yunocs.

- IIpoury Bac He genaTh 3TOr0 OOJbIIIE.

- He GecnokouTecs, s MOHSI Bac.

Ot abcomoTHOM YBEepEeHHOCTH, IIPO3ByYaBIIell B ero rojoce, Mer cTajo ellle XyxXe.
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3BYK OTKPHIBAIOLIENCS IBEPU IIPUHEC HONTOXOaHHOE obneryenrie. Ho mossBuBInasics Ha GankoHe
JKeHIIMHA CTajla He OYeHb MIPUSTHBEIM CIOPIIPHU30M.

brsaHka ['OpmoH ciblsla caMOK JIETKOMBICTIEHHOM W STOMCTUYHOM XEHIIUHOU IIPU OBope. Y BO3MOXKHO,
caMo¥ IpHBIIeKaTeNIbHON. K TOMy 2Ke pa3roBOPHl 0 CEKpeTax KEeHCKON BHEIIHOCTH OBLIH ee JTI00uMOi
tTemol. OHa U IpefCcTaBiIsiia cCO00M TUMTMYHBEIN Ueal KPacOThl: COJIOMEHHO-3KeJIThIe BOJIOCH, TOIyObIe
rja3a ¥ TOHKWe 4epTHl Jula. Ho ee xapakTep He COOTBETCTBOBaI MUJIOBUOHOM BHEITHOCTH. OTIOM
BpsiHKY OBITT MOTYIIEeCTBEHHBIN MapKu3 XaHTJIM, ¥ OHa CYKTasa, YTO BCe NOJIKHBI 3HATh 00 9TOM U
IIOKJIOHSITHCSI €M COOTBETCTBYIOLIIUM 00pa3oM.

Kenas nockopee c6exaTth U BCe ellle Cepasch Ha 3aMedaHre AjieKca II0 TIOBOAY ee ToBefieHus, Mer
cOerana LIar Ha3af ¥ IOBEPHYJIACh JIUIIOM K IIOSIBUBIIENUCS KPaCOTKe. AJIeKC, BEPOSITHO, yrafal ee
HaMepeHHe.

- He cmeliTe menats 9T0, Mer, - IpeOynpenus OH ee, TOHU3UB T'OJI0C.

Mer He oOpaTusia HIKAKOT0 BHUMaHUS Ha 3THU CJIOBa U yNbIOHyNach brsaHKe:

- f Tak paga BumeTh Te0s1, moporas!

Y BbsiHKY OblT YOUBIEHHBIM BUA. Mer HUKOTHa ITpexe He MPUBETCTBOBAJa ee C TaKO# pafioCThIO.

- Mer, 4TO 3TO THI CHeJana ¢ co0ou? - cupocuna bbsiHKa, OIEeHUBAIONIIAM B3TJISIIOM OKHIBIBAS
IIPUYECKY U IIaThe Mer. - Beirnsapuins npekpacHo! Y gaxe 060IbCTUTENBHO.

- Kak MMJI0 C TBOEH CTOPOHEI, UTO THI 3aMeTHJIa 9T0. - ['oyioc Mer 0wl citarie Mena. - Ho KoHeYHO, s
HUKOI'TIa He CTaHy TaKOM KpaCUBOM, KakK Thl, bbsiHKa.

BrsgHKa KMBHYJa C BUIOM KOPOJIEBHI, IPUHUMAOIIEN I0YECTH, IBHO NOBOJIbHAS, YTO BCE BHUMaHUE
Teleph HalpaBeHo Ha Hee. Mer o6epHyJach K AJIeKCy.

- BraHKa, THl 3HaKOMa C MOUM COCefoM ¢ ocTpoBa Ckaiu, mopaoM AnekcoM Maxknaygom? OH IIPOCTO
YMOJISITT MEHS IIPEeiCTaBUTh €TO0.

Mer Oblyla TOTOBA IOKJISICTHCS, YTO CIIbIIIAJA IIKUIIeHue AJlekca.
- 3OpaBCTBYHTE, MUJIOPH, - B3AMaxXHYB JIUHHLIMYM PECHUILIAMU U yIbI0asich, CKa3ana brsHKa.
- Munenu, s 04eHb pajl, - TPoOopMOoTas ANeKC, CKIIOHSSIChH K TPOTSHYTON PYKe.

- Anekc, II0-MO€EMY, BBl T'OBOPHIIX, YTO MIIETE MapPTHEPaA Ha cnenyfoumﬁ TaHIIeBaJIbHBIN KpyT, -
IIPOAOIIZKHUIIA Mer, He 06pa1_ua;{ BHHMAaHHUA Ha €T0 CGpJIHTbeI B3TJIsA.

[pexme yeM Anekc ycren Obl 3aAyIIKUTh €€, a ero BT o0ellan UMEeHHO Tako# ucxomd, Mer
HaIpaBUIach K mABepu. OTISHYBIIKCH Yepes MIeY0, OHA BCTPETUIIACH C HUM B3TJISIOM.

- 2Kesaio BaM JIBOUM IIPUATHOTO BE€4Yepa.

9TO HOJXKHO 3aHATH €r0 XOTh Ha KaKoe-To BpeMs. Mer yx&e 4uyBcTBOBasia ce0s nyydie. OHa He
TI03BOJIUT OHOMY KOPOTKOMY ITOIIEJIyIO0 BIaCTOIIOOMBOTO JIOpAa, IYCTh AaXKe MPUSTHOT0, UCIIOPTUTh
el Beuep.

Anekc He 3HaJ, 3aIyLIUThL €€ UJH IepXKaThCs 0T Mer MakKMHHOH KaK MOXKHO fasblie. [Tocie Toro
KaK eMy HaBs3anu BbsgHKY ['0pmoH, caMOJOBOIBHYIO U CKYYHYI0 JaMOUKY, OH PELINI BEIOpPaTh
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nmepBoe. Ho moce Toro mouenyst eMy He X0TelnoCh mpubnuxkaTthcs K Mer. EMy Henb3s 11e10BaTh Mer
MakKKUHHOH.

OHa 0Ka3ajach TaKOi MITKOH ¥ MONAT/IMBOM B €r0 PyKaX, YTO JKeJlaHue II0LIeJI0BAaTh €€ BCIIBIXHYIIO B
HEM C HelpeomoIuMon cuoi. U Bce xke Amekc cymen Obl BHICTOSITE, eciid 6b1 Mer He TIOATONKHYIa
ero cama. MBICTb O TOM, YTO OHa MOTJIa OHITh He TaK HeBMHHA, KaK KaXeTcs, MPoOynuia B HeM TaKon
COOCTBEHHUYECKUY WHCTUHKT, 0 KOTOPOM OH Jaxke He momo3peBai. Ero xkeme3noe camoobiagaHue
CJIOMAJIOCh C JIETKOCTBIO CyX0i BeTKH. OH X0Te HaOPOCUTHCS Ha Hee, HO 00HAPYKWII, YTO
IPUMUTUBHEIN MHCTUHKT YCMUPHIIa HEOXKHUIaHHAS BOJTHA HEXKHOCTHU. AJIeKC JeiiCTBOBA MEeMIJIEHHO,
IIPENOCTABIISAS e BO3MOXKHOCTh OCTAHOBHUTh €TO.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/[la OH IIPUKOCHYJICS K ee ry0aM, OH yKe IIOHSJI, 4TO Mer HUKOTa He 3HaJia
MYKCKOU cTpacTu. Bumut Bor, oHa Moria Ovl Yy3HAThH BCIO CHUJTy €T0 BjieUeHus, ecid OBl OH He
YyBCTBOBaJ ce0st TaK, CIIOBHO IIOJTYYMJI yIap B COJIHEYHOe creTeHue. Ee MIrkue, cjerka gpoxKaliue
ryOnl OyouIu B ero rpyau He3HaKOMbIE OIIYIIeHUS, COBCEM HEII0X0XKHUe Ha CTPACTh. ITO OBIIO HEUTO
HOBOE, He3HaKOMOe ¥ ropa3mo 0ojiee CUIbHOE.

W maxe rinynas 6ontoBHsI BessHKYM ['0pHoH, KOTOPYI0 AJIEKCY IIPUILIOCH CNIYIIATh IIOYTH Yac, He
IIPUTYTINIa 3TUX BOCIIOMUHaHMUM. KOpoTKuii mouenyi ToIbKO pa3xker B HEM XKejlaHue K OosbiieMy. B
CTeOyIOUINY pa3 HUUTO He OCTAHOBUT €r0 OT IPOHWKHOBEHUS B TaliHble TJIyOHMHEI €€ pTa.

BmecTo Toro 4ToOH MCKaTh Mer U U3IMBaTh i CBOM I'HEB MJIKM CBOIO CTPACTh, AJIEKC PeIlnyl 3aHSAThCS
TEM, YEM €My CJIe[IOBajI0 3aHUMAaThCS BECh Beuep, ¥ BO30OHOBUII MOMCKHY JIoOpHa-KaHIyepa CUTOHa.

OKMHYB GBICTPEIM B3TJISIIOM BeCTUO0/Ib, OH BEPHYJICS B 3aJI, IPUCOETUHUIICS K I'PYIIE MyKUKH,
00CyKIaBIINX OJTUTUKY KOPOJIs SIKOBA, ¥ OCTOPOKHO 0CMOTpesicst BOKpyT. ClieHa, pefiCTaBIIas
mepeq HUM, 3aCcTaBuIa AjleKca 3aMepeTh.

Mer He IIpuaajla HUKAKOTI'0 3HAYEHHUA €T0 IIPEeOyIIpexKaeHnI0. Bonee Toro, KpPyT ee IIOKJIOHHNKOB
BBIPOC, XOT4A AmeKc OTMEeTHJI, YTO OOHOTO MY2XK4YKWHY OHa BBIJEJIATIA 00j1ee OCTaIbHEIX.

HWTaK, oHa OpoCHia eMy BHI30B, XOTS YeMY TYT YOUBIATHCSI? Mer MakKMHHOH IIPOBOLIKPOBAJia €ro
TaK, KaK He IIPOBOIIMPOBAJIa HU OJHA JXeHIWHA 0 Hee. B Opyro# CUTyalluu 3TO TOJIBKO I03abaBHIIO
On1 Antekca. Ho ceiiyac oH ¢ OOJIBIINM TPYOOM CHOepzKuBasl cebsi, 4ToOB He GPOCUTHCS Yepes3 Bech 3all
1 He yIapUTh YeJIOBeKa, C KOTOPEIM TaK MHJIO KOKeTHHYanma Mer. OH TOJIBKO Kpelye CiKaJl HOXKY
6okasa, Korha JIep3Kuii Haxanl elle O/MKe HaKJIOHUICS K Mer ¥ 4TO0-TO MPOIIeNTal ei Ha yXo.

Bre3amHo AnleKC pe3Ko II0CTaBUJI CBOM G0KaJl, M3BUHUIICS U YCTPeMuscs ObICTPHIM Iarom K Mer. Ero
THEB IIPUHSJ KaKyl0-TO COBEPIIEHHO HOBYIO (GOopMy, OH OBIJ OKpallleH 9MOIel, KOTopyio AJleKc
paHbllle He 3HaJl 3a co0oi. YepT BO3bMHU, OH PEBHOBAJL.

HecmoTpst Ha TO, 4YTO MyK4KHa OB B KOCTIOME ¥ MacKe, YTO-TO B HEM IT0Ka3aJI0Ch My 3HAKOMEIM.
Ho Anekc GBI HACTONBKO TIOTIIONIEH 09apOBATeNbHOMN YIRIOKOM MeT, 94To He CTal Jajblie
3aqyMBIBAThCST 00 9TOM.

HacTonbko yBleUYeH, YTO efiBa He CTOIKHYJICS C JIopAoM-KaHiyiepoM CutoHoM. [Ipo6opMoTan
M3BUHEHUS, AnleKC yBuaen, 4To CUTOH HAlpaBUJICS K BBIXOAY U3 3ajia. UMEHHO 3TOM BO3MOXKHOCTH
OH Tak moniro xkman. OH [OIXeH BOCIIOIb30BaThCS €10. OTOPOCHB CBOIO PEBHOCTH U JKeJIaHue
O0TOpBaTh Mer OT MOKJIOHHUKA, AJIeKC HallpaBuICs ciiefnoM 3a CuToHoM. Jlopa-KaHIyiep OblT y&Ke Ha
IIopore, 4Yepe3 MUHYTY OH UCYE3HET B KOpUHopax. AJeKc crenall HeCKOJIbKO IIaroB U OTJISTHYJICH,
4yTOOHI ellle pa3 B3T/IIHYTL Ha Mer.

9710 OBLIA ero omudKa.
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Bce Teno Anekca HampsrjioCh, KOTMa OH YBUOEN, KAK HaJIbIkl MYKYHUHbL CO6Ia3HUTETEHO
IyTELIEeCTBYIOT [0 pyKe Mer, Ipu 3TOM KOCTOYKH MaJbIEB KaCalOTCS OKPYTJIOCTH IeBUYbel TPYyIu.
[To koBapHOM ynbIOKe Ha rybax 3TOr0 Mep3aBlia AjleKC IOHSJ, YTO OH fiefial 9TO creluanbHo. CUTOH
ObLT MTHOBEHHO 3a0HIT, ¥ AJIeKC CHOBa HarmpaBuics K Mer. Kposb Oypnuna oT sipocTé. OH TOTOB OBI
yOUTDb 3TOTO YeJioBEeKa.

Anekc OB y2Ke TIOUTH y 11eJTM, KOTla BHEe3aIlHO Y3Hall MOKJIOHHUKA Mer. KpoBb OTXJIBIHYIA OT €ro
nuia. MyKunHa, CJIOBHO ITOYYBCTBOBAB €T0 TSXKEJIbli B3TJISH, 00ePHYJICS U TOJNHKO IIOOTBEPHHUII TO,
yTo Anekc yxe 3Han. OH HUKOTa He 3a0ymeT ria3 CBOEro Bpara.

[TaTH ocnemHUX NeT Kak O6yaTo He ObII0, ¥ AJIEKC CHOBA CTOSJI B JIOIIMHE TIOf IPUKPHITUEM
BEJIMYECTBEHHOU TOpHOU 1eny KyunnuH. OTOT IeHb HUKOTA He UCYE3HET U3 er0 MaMsTH.

[IpequyBCTBHE KPOBU BUTANIO B yTPEHHEM TyMaHe. Ero BOWHH ¢ HETEPIIEHHEM XKIallid CXBATKH.
Teneps oHa OblIa Tak 6/1M3K0, YTO AJIEKC IIOYTH YYBCTBOBAJI €€.

910 OBlNa ero mepBas 6KMTBA, ¥ €ro MePeroIHsia TOPAOCTh OT BO3JI0KEHHOM Ha HETO
oTBeTcTBeHHOCTU. OH moBeneT 3a co00i He TOJIBKO JII0fel KiaHa U3 [laHBeraHa, Ho ¥ u3 JIpiouca.
O0e BeTBH KJjlaHa 00BLEeIUHUIIN CUJILL, YTOORI T00enuTs MaKIoOHaIoOoB.

[TaThOecsAT KPEKUX BOMHOB IIPECIIENOBAlI CBOET0 Bpara Iofl MPUKPHITHEM rop. OTpsig 6e33ByYHO
OBUTAJICS BBEPX II0 TpoIe. AJIeKC OAHST PYKY, IT0ofaBas CUTHAI OCTAHOBUTLCS. [[BOe KapayJbHBIX,
ero Ky3esnsl TopMmop u [IX0H ¢ JIblouca, II0 €ero 3HaKy MOC/Ief0Balu 3a HUM. BTpoeM OHU 0OCTOPOKHO
cesnanyd HeCKOJIbKO IIIaroB BIEPE, JIeT/IN Ha XKUBOT U TIOIMOJI3/IH K Kpalo CKaJlbl.

Bup, oTKpHIBIINIICA UM CBEPXY, HE pafoBal rias3. BHu3y ux spar MakgoHasf Ipa3gHoBal yCIIeIIHbII
Haber Ha WX 3eMJIH. YKPaJeHHBIA CKOT, KOTOPHIM OH IPHUXBATHII BO BPEMSI KPOBOIIPOJIMTHOTO Habera
Ha 3eMu OpaTta Popu, MUPHO Iaccs B JIOMKWHE Ha Oeperax Mpo3payHoro 03epa.

JTa ClieHa ellle CUJIbHee paclaauia IpocTh Anekca. OH oTBedas 3a 3eMJu OpaTa, IoKa TOT ORI B
oTbe3ne. Ero Bparu u ceituac HaXOogUIUCh Ha 3eMJIax MakiaynoB. AJIeKC efiBa CoepKuBan ce0s, Bedb
OH BIIEPBBIE BeJl JIIOfIel KiaHa 3a co0o.

HacTtano BpeMs IpenofHecTy 3TUM yOI0AKaM XOPOIINi YPOK.

C BOMHCTBEHHBIM KPUKOM «Bynb CTOMKMM», KOTOPHIHM SIBJISITICS OEBU30M X KJIaHa ¥ IPOH3UJI TUIIUHY
yTpa momo6HO phIYaHuI0 JILBOB, JTIOAX Makiayna oOpYLIMINCh CO CKallbl Ha HUYEro He
nogo3peBamumMx MaknoHannoB. 3aBsi3anach OUTBA.

HpKOG COJIHIIe MEJIEHHO IIyTeIIeCTBOBAIIO II0 66306Ha‘{HOMy JIETHEMY He6y [Tocne HECKOIbKUX
4aCOB CPpaXeHusd Amnekc u ero maogu IIOTepPSAJIN IPENMYIIEeCTBO BHE3AIITHOCTH.

B pelatomuit MOMEHT CpaXkKeHUsT AJIeKC JTUI[OM K JIUIy BcTpeTuscs ¢ [Iyramom MakmgonangoMm. Kposb
IIPOMKTAJIA MPUMSTYIO TPABY IO HOTaMH AJieKca, ¥ eMy OBIIO TPYOHO JABUTAThCS ¥ YOEPKUBATh
paBHOBecue. Ilof TSKemoi KONMbUyroy CKaIIMBaJICs IOT ¥ KamaJll ¢ PYK IPU KaxXKaI0M JIBUKEHUN
Meua, KOTOPHIM OH BCTPeYall BhIIagbl IPOTUBHUKA. Y AJleKca Hadajla CKOJIb3UTh PyKa Ha PYKOSTKE
KJieliMopa. ['1a3a 3aCTuIal MmoT, OH C TPYAOM AbIIIaj, IIOTOMY YTO BO3TYX IIPOIMUTAJICS 3I0BOHUEM.
3amax CMEpTH yKe [aBHO 3arIyIInil 3allax Bepecka.

AJekc 4yBCTBOBaJI yCTANIOCTh. Er0 MIPOTUBHUK MOHSAT 3TO ¥ HAOPOCUIICS Ha HEro, TOTOBACH YOUTS.
Anekc oTpa3ui MOIIHLIM yaoap MakgoHanga, ¥ pe3kas 00J1b IIPOH3MUIIa PYKY. I1anbIsl pa3kaiuch, U
KJIeMOp BhITaN U3 pyKu. OH CBEPKHYJI, KaK CepeOpsIHbIM KPECT, U C TJIYXUM CTYKOM yIajl Ha 3eMJIIO.
ATeKc TIOBEPHYJICS, U JIe3BHE BPaXKeCKOr0 KJIMHKA YTKHYJIOCH EMY B IIIEI0.
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- CpaBaiics, - cKadan [lyran, - 0T30BM CBOUX JTIO[IeM, MHaUe MBI llepepexkeM Bac, KakK CBUHEN.

Anekc oKMHYN B3rsigoM nobowuire. [To HeKorga MAPHOMU JoIHe OB pa30pocaHkl MePTBHIE Tella.
KpoBb OKpacuia B MypIoypHEIH IIBET Bomy. HeCKOIEKO BOMHOB IPOIoKany OuTBy. HeKoTophle, Kak
OH caM, OblIM 3axBauyeHbl. He BaxHO. [ToKa OH MOXKET OBIIIATh, OH O0ymeT 60poThcs. OH HUKOTOA
noOpOBOILHO HE CTAHET CaBaThCH.

Arnexkc moHyJ Ha HOTH [lyrainy, cKuMas B pyKaX HOX.
- 41 HuKora He cmaMmcs yoonky MakgoHanmgy.

[IpOTUBHUKY, T0OX0KE, IOHPABUIKUCDH €r0 coBa. OH KUBHYJ JBOMM CBOMM BOMHAM ¥ YIILIOHYIICS.
Anexc B yxkace MOHs, 4TO [lyran KUBHYJ TeM, KTO YIepXKUBall ero Ky3eHoB. OH MOIBITANICs
BEIPBATHCS, HO OBUIO MO3HO. Ky3eHE! yIany Ha 3eMJII0 C IIepepe3aHHbIM TopiioM. AJIeKC He
COMHEBAJICSI, YTO OHY OBLTH MEPTBHL.

- IIpogomxum? - cipocun [lyran. - CoaBaiicsi, U 51 IPUKaXKy CBOUM JIIOOAM YOUTDH BCEX.

AJieKc MOYyBCTBOBAJ TOPeYh MIOPAXKeHHs ¥ MTOBEPHYJICS K CBOMM OCTABIIMMCS B KHUBHIX BOMHaM. Ero
TOPOOCTh yOusa Ky3eHOB, HEJIb35 MOMYCTUTh CMEPTh OCTA/IbHHIX.

- BpocaiiTe opyxkue, - XpUIITIO IPOU3HEC OH. - Bce 3aKOHUYEHO.

3BYKI/I BOJILIHOK CMOJIKJIM, KOTHa AeKC u yueJeBlIne BOUHEI ITIOKUHYIIU I10J1€ 0os - IIJIEHHUKAaMH, a He
1'[O6eI[I/ITeJ'[5{MI/I. IlBapmaTh OBa BOMHA OBLIH MEDPTBHI. Oun 1'[01"I/I6J'II/I, KOTrna OTPAOOM PDYKOBOOHUII Arnekc.

W Teneps 4enoBeK, KOTOPBIY YOUII €T0 Ky3eHOB U HOJITHE MECSIH yiepXKuBa Aylekca B IJIEHY, CTOSIT
B IBQ[ILIATH II1araxX OT HETOo, MpUKacasiCb MEP3KUMU pyKaMmu K Mer ¢ TOp>KeCTBYIOIe yIbI0KON Ha
nune. OgHaXOH 3Ta yIbl0Ka 3acTaBuja Anekca IOTepsTh KOHTPOJIb Hafl c000ii, HO OOJIbIlle 3TOT0 He
CIIy4YUTCS.

Ha nuiie Anekca 3acThia JefsgHas Macka, HO BHYTPH Kuresa sipocTk. OH pBascs B 60, 4TOOH
OTOMCTHUTH 3a CMEPTH Ky3€HOB, €My XOTeJIOCh IIONHATL Med ¥ BOTHATh MakKfoHasima B 3eMJI0. AJIeKC
CTapaJicsi He TepsiTh caMoo0IagaHusi, He BEIIJIECKUBATh CBOIO HeHaBUCTh. OHA MOTJla IPEBPATUTh
9TOT CBEPKAIIINY 3ajl B apEHy CMEPTH U pPa3pyIIeHHUS.

Bckope noTpsiceHre MPOIIIO0, YCTYIUB MECTO XOJI0NHOM YBEPEHHOCTH. AJIEKC HOOLETCS BO3ME3HS.
Onu c [lyrasioM CKpecTsIT Me4H, HO He 3[IeCh.

CyIecTByeT TOJIBKO OJUH CIIOCO0 MCKYIIUTD IPOIITY0 BUHY. OH JOJIKEH IIOMOYb COPBaTh HallafleHue
KOJIOHM3aTOPOB. [laxke XOPOIIIo, YTO OH BCTpeTus [lyrana. 9To HalOMHUJIO €My O BaXKHOCTHU
TIOPY4YEHHOI 0 3alaHus ¥ HAaIllOMHUJIO, IOYeMy ITOCTIeqHYe NISITh JIET OH COBCEM He Kajes cebs.
Boprba u Taxkesnas paboTa DOMKHEL ObUIA TOATOTOBUTH €70 K 3TOMY MOMEHTY.

HuuTo He CBepHET ero ¢ BEIOPaHHOIO My TH.

AJekc nepeBer B3I Ha Mer U 3aMeTun B ee B3IJIsie HEYyBEPEHHOCTh, CJIOBHO OHA yJIOBHUJIa KaKue-
TO epeMeHbl. OH 03BOMUII ce0e YBIeUbCs 3eJIeHOTTIa301 KpacaBullel, CTpacTh BpeMEeHHO
3aBjafesia ero Co3HaHUEeM, HO 0OJIbIlle 9TOTO He CIy4YuTcs. [IpoKnsiTre, y Hero ObLI MaHC
npocnenuTs 3a CUTOHOM, a OH NOTPATUI er0 Ha IPUCTYI PEBHOCTH.

Mer MakKWHHOH He [JIs Hero.
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Bpocus nmocnenuuii 6ecroumamHbi B3 Ha [yrasna, Anekc MOBEPHYIICS ¥ YCTPEMUIICS TyOa, Kyna
yurenr CutoH. Ceiiyac cCaMbIM TJIaBHHIM [IJIsI HETO OBIJTO BHIITOTHEHKE TIOPYUYEHHOT0 3aJanusi. BcTpeda
¢ [lyrajom MakgoHaigoM HallOMHUJIa €My O TOM, YTO II0OCTaBJIeHO Ha KapTy.

Anekc noOynet uHpopManuo, KOTopas HeoOXomUMa [IJis CIIaCeHUs ero KiaHa. Ymu yMmper.
I'maBa 8

Mer cTapajniack COCPefOTOUYNTL BHUMaHNe Ha MyK4MHe, KOTOPBIY CTOS nepeq Heil. Ecimu 6b1 oHa
yXKe He IPUHSJIA pPellleHre BEIUTY 3aMyX 3a [[KelMu, BO3MOXKHO, OHa Oblyia O OoJiee
BHHUMaTENbHOM. [To BceM cTaThsiM [Iyran MakmoHaIm cMOT OBl CTATh XOPOIIeH mapoi. MakmoHa okl
TOCIIOICTBOBAJIM Ha 6osbInel yacTu CKasl, HO YTO-TO B 3TOM YeJIoBeKe pa3apaxaino Mer. OH OvlI
IIOYTH CTOJIb XK€ BHICOK ¥ KPEIOoK, Kak ANeKC, ¥ BechMa IIpuBiekaTesneH. Ho 3a crnalaBeiMu
ynbiOkamMu Mer pasrisapena 6ecromanHbii 671eCK X0IOTHBIX CHHUX T'7as.

Meicnu Mer 6e3 KOHIIa Bo3Bpallanuch K Anekcy. Kyna ox mencsi? OHa XoTesna, 4YToOb OH OCTaBUII €€
B IIOKO€E, IIepecTasl CMyIaTk... nu HeT? Y Hero ObIJIO CMEITHOe BhIpaXKeHue Jula, Korga oHa
ocTtaBuna ero ¢ besiHkou. OH 3aCTyKHUJI 9TO 3a CBOE CBOEBO/INE, HE Hafo OBINIO e mpuKa3kBaTh. HO
Mer TyT XKe moxarseja O CONesSHHOM, KOTfia yBUfesa, KaK BEJIMKOJIEITHO OHU CMOTPSITCS BMECTE B
TaHIle. AJleKC He CKPBIBAJI CBOET0 HexXeJlaHus ObITh MapTHEPOM BhsIHKH, HO Mer HCIbITaaa VKO
Yero-To, MOA03PUTEIbHO ITOX0KEro Ha PEBHOCTb.

Y Anexkca He OBIJIO ITPaBa YKa3bIBaTh €if, He OBIJIO IIpaBa I1eJI0BaTh €e. ITOT IOIEeNTyi OHa ellle [O0JIT0
YyBCTBOBaJa Ha rybax, X0Ts TOHKMMaJsla, YTO He CTOUT JAyMaTh 06 3TOM, 3TO OBIJIO JIUIIIL BpEMEHHOE
3aTMeHue.

[ToHumas, 4To ee B3ryAfM OnyKpaeT mo 3amy, Mer 3acraBuia cebs mocMoTpeTh Ha [lyrana. ToT B
O0XHOaHUU CMOTpEeN Ha Hee, M Mer IMOHs/Ia, YTO OH CIIPOCHUI ee 0 4eM-T0. OHa IOIpOCHIa ero
ITOBTOPUTD, ¥ OH HAKJIOHUJICS K HEM oueHb 0IM3K0, ropa3mo 6muxke, yeM 3T0 OblI0 HeobxoguMo. Mer
IIOCTapasach He II0Ka3biBaTh CBOET0 CMyIIeHKsI. OHa He UMella HUKAKOr0 OIBITa B IPHIBOPHOM
dbnuprTe.

- MHe 04eHb XaJb, HO S YTO-TO CJILIIIAI 0 GOJIe3HM BAIero OTIia, - MOBTOPMII [yrai. - YTo ecThb
IpOoOJIEME], - PONOJIKAJI OH, - C PEelIeHreM BOIIPOca O ero IPeeMHHUKeE.

Mer npuInypuia rj1a3a, yOuBIssaCh, UTO TaKKe CIyXH JOLTH 10 MaknoHanma. OHa yneIOHYIaCh:
- Boroch, Bac HEMpPaBUIbHO HHGOPMUPOBaIK. Moii 6pat - HaCJIeOHUK OTIIA.

Iyran CHUCXOTUTEbHO YIIBIOHYIICS:

- Ho ero... 3... orpaHnYeHHbIE BO3MOXKHOCTH... 3aTPYOHSIOT CATYyaIlWI0, pa3Be He TaK?

- He Tak. - Mer ¢ TpyooM coxpaHsijia camooOnafganue. [Jyrai, BEPOSITHO, IIOHSJI, YTO Iepemen
TrpaHuIbl JO3BOJIEHHOT 0, U IIOIIEN Ha IONATHYIO.

- KoreuHo, KoHeuHoO. { caM Bupen, Korfa Mecs1 Ha3af Obll B [laHKKHE, YTO CIIyXH O CIab0yMuu
Hena BecbMa IIpeyBeInYEHEI.

Mer Hampsriach, HO OH, Ka3aJI0Ch, He 3aMeyall ee COCTOSTHHUS.

- W s monarato, ecnu OBl BH BHIIIIA 3aMYy2K, €CIu Obl Y Bac ObIJT HafleKHbIM MyXK... MoXeT OBITh, OIUH
13 TeX, YbM 3eMJIM T'PAHUYAT C BAIUMU?
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[TpUTBOPHUBILKCE, YTO HE MOHUMAET, YTO [lyras roBOpUT o camoM cebe, Mer 3acTaBuia cebs
yneiOHYThCSA. OHa IIOCYKTAla ero BU3UT B [IJaHKUH Cpa3y I0CJie BEI3MOPOBIIEHUS 0TIla CTPAaHHBIM, HO
TeIepb MOHSJIA, YTO 3TO OBITIO CAEJIaHO C LeJIbI0 YTOBOPUTD €€ BEIUTH 3aMyXK.

- TTofimeMTe mporynseMcs, - ckasas Jlyraj, He JOXKIaBIINCEH ee 0TBeTa. - 5 X0uy yOequThCs, YTO BHI
TaK JXKe KPaCHUBHI IIPU JIYHHOM CBETE, KaK U B IIJITAMEHU CBeYeH.

Ero manbupl mpobexkanuch 1o pyke Mer. OHa He MOTJIa CoepKaTh HEBOJILHON APOXKYU OTBPALEHUS OT
ero IIPUKOCHOBEHU, HO ee OyKBaIbHO IlepefepHyIIo, Korfa nanel [lyrana KocHyncs ee rpynu. OH
cmenan 3To cnenranbHO? OHA PE3KO0 OCMOTpPeNa Ha Hero, HO eT0 B3IJIAL HUYero He CKa3al eu.
Teneps Mer uyBcTBOBasa ce0si 04eHb HEJIOBKO.

- Bo3moxkHo, mo3xke. - Mer cTapasack, 4TOOH I'0JIOC He BhIIaBajl €€ AYIIeBHOTO COCTOSHUS. — 7
TOJIPKO YTO BHIXO[MJIA IIOABIIIATH BO3AYXOM.

- C Anekcom Makmnaynom? - QeIpKHYI [yras.
- Ila, - oTBeTuna Mer, yOUBISASICh, UTO OH TaK MPUCTAIbHO HaOM0qas 3a Her. - BbI ¢ HUM 3HAKOMBI?
- M0oXHO CKa3aTh U Tak.

Mer He moHpaBuics ToH [lyrana. OHU He MOTTIH ObITh APY3bsiMU. MaKiiayasl © MakgOHAIAE MHOTO
TIOKOJIEHUH BpaXkKI0Baid MeXIy COOOH.

- B Takom CJIy4dae BEI €TI0 XOPOIIIO 3HaeTe?

- Korma-to mMbI Kunu psimoM. - Ha MraoBeHue 3a GaibUIinBOM YII0KOM TPOMEIBKHYIIO TOgo0ue
ouyapoBaHus. - Ho 000 BceM 3TOM BB CMOZKETE CIIPOCUTD Y ANleKca, OH HalpaBinseTcs ciofa. U, cyns
110 er0 MPavHOMY JIUIY, [IbSIBOJI HACTyIIaeT eMy Ha IMSITKH.

Mer ornsiHynach Yyepes IJIev0 U yBUOesna AjleKca, KOTOPHIM C pa3bSpPeHHBIM JIMIIOM OBICTPO e K
HUM. UHTYHUTHBHO, XOTS IpexXae el OI0 He3HAKOMO TaKOe YyBCTBO, Mer IOoYyBCTBOBAJIa €ro
PEBHOCTb.

[TouTu mopaBHABIINUCH C HUMU, AJleKC BHe3anHo 3aMep. OH nmocMoTpes Ha [lyrana, ¥ B €ro riasax
BCITBIXHYJIa TaKas HEHaBHCTh, UTO Mer oTinaTHyNMack. Kasanock, 4To Anekc roToB youts ero. Ho mo-
HacTosmeMy Mer uciyranach, Korga uepe3 HeCKOIbKO MIHOBEHUH JIUI0 AsieKca abCOJII0OTHO
JIUIINIOCH KaKuX OBl TO HU OBbIJI0 aMouuii. OH Ka3asics el X0JIONHBIM ¥ PaBHOAYIIHBIM. B3rnian Obin
yCTpeMJIeH B CTOPOHY, ¥ Mer IOHAa, YTO OH cerdac Aajieko oTcrooma. [loBepHyBIIUCE U He
IIOCMOTPEB Ha Hee, AJIeKC YCTPEeMUJICS B IIPOTUBOIIONIO0XKHYIO CTOpPoHY. OT Hee. Kak 6ynTo 6obiie
HUYEro He X0TeJl UMeTh O0IIero ¢ Hell.

HpOI/I3OLT.U'IO YTO-TO YZKaCHO HECIIPaBEOJINBOE.

EnvHCTBEHHOM MBICIIBIO Mer ObIJIO IOJOUTH K HEMY, IOMOYb, Y3HATh, UTO CTAJI0 IPUYMHON TaKOM
OIyCTOIIEHHOCTU. Y TaKOM HEHaBUCTH.

Mer 3a6bta npo [lyrana u cTana mpobupaThCs CKBO3b TOJIY CeqoM 3a AnekcoM. Ho He ycmerna oHa
IOTHATh €ro, KakK OH ucue3. Mer 6eCIIOMOIIHO OTJIsfieIach [0 CTOPOHAM, HO CPequ MOPS JIUII,
TapallMBIINXCS Ha Hee, TakK U He yBUpena Anekca.

Ona monkHa HaWTU ero. Mer 3HaJjla, €CJI¥ OHa He CHejlaeT 3TOr0, OH MOXKET UCUYE3HYTh U3 ee M0JIS
3peHus HaBCeraa.

Cepaue He JKeT 64 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

Hyran MakgoHaJm CKPHIT CBOE BO3MYIIeHME TTOf] IeHWBOH YIbIOKO#, KOTra HaOmomasi, Kak ero
«HapeYeHHas » HEBECTa 3armopxasa Io 3ajy B mouckax Anekca Makiayna. OHa, TOX0XKe, COBCEM He
oOpaiasa BHUMaHUS Ha IIEMOT, KOTOPHIM HeCCs el BCIIef], WK Ha TO, YTO OpOCHIIa ero mocepeguHe
3asa.

Iyrany, KOHe4YHO, COOOIIUIIN 0 IPUCYTCTBUU AJleKca, HO OH He 3HaJl 0 ero uHTepece K Mer
MakkvHHOH. U 0 ee HHTepece K HeMY. ITO OCJIOXKHSJIO CUTyalldi0, HO He 0CO0OeHHO 6eCIIOKOUI0
Hyrana. Takue n1po0eMbl JIETKO pellaiCh.

Hyran yneiOHYJICS, Ha 9TOT pa3 ynbibKa Onlina qoBobHOM. OH mobexknan Anekca Makiayaa paHblIlle,
no0equT ¥ Tenepb. M Ha 9TOT pa3 HUKaKOM Iolankl He GyeT.

Haxe ecmu 661 camoro [lyranma Mer He UHTepecoBasa, albsHC MakKKMHHOHA ¢ MakjaymnoM AomycKaTh
ObL10 Henb3s. buTBa 3a rocmopacTBo Ha Ckae Mexny Maknaygamu 1 MaknoHalIgaMu AJIUIach
BeKaMu. [lepexon 3eMenb MaKKMHHOHOB B JII00BIe PYKU ITPUBETT OBl K ITIEPEBECY CUJT COIIEPHUKOB, a
Iyran miaaHUPOBAJl COXPAHUTh ITH 3eMJTH IS cebs.

Vi3HavanbHO OH He coOMpascs XKEeHUThCS Ha MEeBYOHKE, HO CEerogHs BeuepoM ObII IPUSTHO YIUBIIEH,
KOTfa yBumgen Mer. 9Ta MajeHbKast IIPOCTYIIIKAa 3HAYUTEIbHO ITOX0POIlleia C MOMEHTA UX MOCIeqHen
BCTpeuw. [Iyray c HeTeplieHueM OXKUfas, KOTa YI0XKUT ee B IoCTesb. JIuio [lyraia cTano CypOBBIM.
Ho ecnu oHa mo3BonuT cebe CHOBa IIOCTABUTD €T0 B HEYMOOHOE MOJI0XKeHKe T10CIie CBagbObI, TO
WCIIBITAEeT BCIO CUITYy €T0 THeBa. Hu ofHa XKeHIMHA He CMEeT TaK 00pauiaThbCs C HUM.

YxaxuBaTh 3a Mer 0Ka3ajioch He TaK IIPOCTO, Kak npepmnonaran [Iyran. OHa Obla HeOORYHO YMHA
TS JKeHIIUHEL, ONypadyuTh ee OymeT Heserko. [lyran Bocxulancs ee xapaktepoM. OH HaUOeT eMy
IIpUMeHeHNre B CllajibHe, HO HUKOTTIa He ITO3BOJIUT BMEIINBATLCS B €T0 IMJIaHbL.

Tak unu nHaue, Mer MakKWHHOH CTaHET €ro KeHOMH.

BrepBhie 3a Bce BpeMsi TpeObIBaHUS IIPU ABOPE AJIEKC B IOJTHOM Mepe MPefiCTaBUII BCIO TPYIHOCTh
BO3JIOKEHHOM Ha Hero 3amgayu. OH 3acTaBuil ce6si COCPENOTOUUTHCS Ha Aese, a He Ha 3eJIeHBIX
ria3ax Mer, u 3TO yXKe [IaBajio CBOM Pe3yIbTaTH.

Korpma Anekc mOKHHYI IEPETIOTHEHHBIN 3a71, Iopfa-KaHiepa CUTOHA yKe HUTHE He OBIO BUIHO.
Pyrast ce06s 3a ymyuieHHY0 BO3MOXKHOCTh ¥ COBCEM HEKCTATH BCIILIXHYBIIYIO PEBHOCTh, AJIEKC
OTJISIIesICSI BOKPYT. B 9TOT MOMEHT OH 3aMeTHJI BHILIEIIEr0 B KOPUIOP ceKpeTaps bamMepuHo,
KOTOPHIM y4acTBOBAJI B [IEPBOM MOIBITKE KOJIOHU3AIMK OCTPOBA JIbIOMC HECKOIBKO JIeT Ha3al. AJlekc
ITOHKMaAJI, YTO CeKpeTaph MOSBUIICS 30eCh HEe MPOCTO TaK, ¥ PEIIXII TOCIeloBaTh 3a HUM, B HaJleXkKae
YTO OH IIPUBEET ero K jnopay-KaHiepy CUToHy.

[TocnegHKe HECKOJIBKO JIeT AJIeKC XU KaK H3THAHHMK. Ero KM3Hb 3aBHCea OT TOI'0, CMOXKET JIH OH
YCKOIIb3HYTh OT MpEeCciieioBaHus mofel Kopossi. OH MPUBLIK IBUTAThCS 6€33BYYHO, IPSATATHCS 3a
IepeBbsiMU, CIIUBATLCS C Mei3axkeM. [Tpu mBope caenaTh 9TO OBIJI0 BeCbMa 3aTPYIHUTENIBHO. 3/1eCh
€r0 POCT CO3[aBaJsl Mpo6IeMEl, IOTOMY YTO OBIIO He TaK MHOTO MECT, TIe MOXKHO CIPSITaThCs. Boane
3ana, roe OPoOuI0 MHOXKECTBO Jitofei, AjleKc ObIT He3aMeTeH, HO KOT[ja CeKpeTapb JOCTUT
KOPHIOPa, BeAyIIero B MPUEeMHEIH 3aJI, TOJa 3aMEeTHO Mopeiesia u AJIeKCy MPHUIIIOCh OTCTATh U
UOTYU Ha 3HAYUTEIHPHOM PACCTOSTHUHM, CTAPASICh HE TEPSTH €T0 U3 BUY.

EmMy Hapmo Ob1710 yOEOUTHCS, YTO €70 CaMOT0 HUKTO He IpeciiefioBan. ONUH pas, Koraa eMy IPHUIIIoCh
3aCKOYHUTh B KOMHATY IIPY 3BYKe IPUOINKAIOUINXCS F'0JI0COB, AJIeKC ITOfyMaJl, YTO YIIyCTUTI
cekperaps. Ho crycTst HECKOIBKO CEKYH[I TUXO€e TIOKAIIMBaHUeE YKa3aio eMy HYKHOe HallpaBlIeHHeE.

He xenas Oomblile puCKOBaTh, AJIEKC COKPATHII PAaCCTOSIHUE, MOJISICh ITPO cebsi, YTOOR CeKpeTaph He
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obopauuBascs. Yoenuts banMmepusno, uTo Anekc He mpecienyeT ero, OyoeT TPyaHO. B kauecTBe MepE
IPEJOCTOPOKHOCTY OH M3YYHUJI IIJIaH OBOPLa. Ho mpoiTH He3aMeYyeHHBIM 3[1eCh OBIJIO HE TaK MPOCTO,
KakK B jiecy. CriexKa 3a BEICOKOIIOCTaBJIEHHBIMH JIIOAbMU ObllIa PaBHOCHUJIbHA MTPECTYIINIEHUI0. AJIEeKC
yXKe CUMieNl B TIOPbMe OTHAXK[IEI IT0 MUTOCTH [lyrana MaknoHanma u G0Jble He XOTeN MIOBTOPSTh 9TOT
onbiT. Ho OH 3HaN, YeM pUCKYeT, KOT/ia COTJIallaliCs Ha MPEemIoKeHHYI0 paboTy.

Korpa banMmeprHO mpormies MUMO IPUEMHOTO 3ajla B TEMHBIM ITyCTHIHHBIM KOPUAOP, Alekc
00eryeHHO B3JOXHYJI. ATbKOBEI BOOJIb KOpUA0pa o0ecreynBan HEKOTOPYIO CTeIIeHb 3alllUTHI.
[Tpoiigs mooBUHY MyTH, CEKpeTaph 3ales B HeOOoJbIIyi0 KOMHATY, U TOA03peHus AyeKkca Oblin
BO3HarpaxmeHsl. CeKpeTaph IPHUBETT €T0 IPSIMO K JIOpAy-KaHimepy CUTOHY U ero OIuKaiIum
copaTHUKaM. Y K pa3roBopy, KOTOPHIU AJIEKC OUEHb XOTEJ YCIbIIaTh.

MeuTa KOpPOJIst KOJIOHU3UPOBaTh JIbIOKC, a IIOTOM, BO3MOKHO, BCe OCTaBUINECS 3allafgHbE OCTPOBA,
OCHOBHIBAJIaCh Ha HEBEPHOM IIPECTABIIEHUHU O CKPHITHIX 6H0raTCTBAaX OCTPOBOB, KOTOPHIE MTPOCTO
JIexKajid Ha IIOBEePXHOCTH B OXKUOaHUHU pa3rpabiaenusi. [Tocie psga 3aKOHOB, HAllpaBJIEHHBIX Ha
JIUIIEHNEe TOPIIEB UX 3eMeJlb, KOPOJIb «0THall B apeHOy» 0CTPOB JIbIOKC, KOTOPHIH 110 ITpaBy
npuHamiexkan Maknaygam ¢ JIpiorca, XKUTESM PAaBHUHH - TTIaBHEIM 00pa3oM u3 ®Daiida, - KoTOphIe
C YOOBOJILCTBUEM IIPUHSIIN 3TOT Jap.

Kopornb fIK0B Hagesncs co3maTh oCeleHre U3 XKuTeleld paBHUHE B CTOPHOY3€, KPyIIHEHUIeM
ropoge octposa JIpouc, 1 noCTPOUTh TaM Toproseiil 1opT. Ho Topmon 1 Heun Maknayn u3 poma
Anekca c CEKPeTHO! ITOMOIIIbI0 HEKOTOPHIX I'J1aB K1aHOB OCTPOBOB MOOXKTIIM KOpabnu U pa3rpabuinu
TOPTOBLIEB, BEHIHYIUB BePHYThCS B Panid.

«Hckatenu npukmouenui u3 ®aidar», Kak caMmu cebs Ha3bIBAIK 3TH JIIOOYU, BEPHYIHUCH C TIOIXKATEIMU
XBOCTaMU K B30eIlIeHHOMY ¥ 0CKOpOIeHHOMY KOposio. Temeps AfleKc 3Hal, 4YTO KOPOJIb CHIe/laeT BCe,
yTOORI BTOPAs MOMBITKA 3aXBaTa OCTPOBA HE OKa3ayiaCh MMPOBAIbHOM. AJIEKC XK€ CO CBOEH CTOPOHHI
OymeT cTtapaThCs, YTOOB BCe ITPOX30III0 Ha000POT. Byah OH MPOKJIAT, €CNIU CTaHET CUMETh U
CMOTPETh, KaK KOPOJIb KpafieT 3eMJIU ero Ky3eHOB U 3acensieT UX aTYHbIMU XKUTEJIIMU PaBHUHEI.
[TpuYuHLL €T0 KeJaHus TOMOYb POy JiexKalk HaMHOTo riy0xke. CMepTh Ky3eHOB Ha 1ojie OMTBEL OT
pykK [yrana MakpnoHasga 4eThpe rofa Ha3af [0 CUX [Op TAXKKUM KaMHEM BHCeJla y HeTro Ha JyIIe.
Cenyac nosiBujiaCh BO3MOXKHOCTb UCIIPABUTh CUTYaLMIO.

BTHCHYBIIKCH B OMHY U3 HUII B KOPUIOpe, AJIeKC ITOCTAPAJICS CIIPSITaTh TaM CBOIO KPYIHYI0 QUTYPY.
Ecnu KTO-TO HEOXKUAAaHHO BEIMJET U3 KOMHATH, ero o6HapyxkaT. Ho MpuXoaunoch puCKOBaTh.

Haxopsick cO0KYy y mBepH, AneKc He B KOMHATY, HO CJIbIIIAJ, O Y4eM TaM T'OBOPHIIM, XOPOIO. Y
HETO0 OT Halpsi2KeHUST Hadyalld HBITh MBIIIIIH, TI0KA OH CHIyIIaj mycTyio 601ToBHIO. HO BOT HaKOHeI]
OHM Havanu 06CcyXKaaTh UHTepecyomyio Anekca Temy. OH y3Hall KOMaHOHBIN TOJIOC JTopHa-KaHIyiepa
Curona.

- Y Bac OymyT coOcTBeHHBIE KOpabiu, cekpeTapb. Koponk obelan caenath BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOR
BAllld CTapaHUs YBEeHYAJIMCh YCIIeXOM. Ballu T rOTOBHI?

- OHU XKOyT KOMaHAY KOPOJid, IOPA-KaHLep. YXKe ceryac Mou gy B @avie rOTOBAT KOJIOHUCTOB U
3amnachel mpoBu3un. K MoMeHTy nMpuOHITHAS Kopabiei Mbl OyoeM B IIOTHOM TOTOBHOCTH.

- Otnuuro. CKOJIBKO KOJIOHMCTOB BHI IIJTaHUPYETe IPUBE3TU Ha 9TOT pa3?
- OKO0J10 YeThIpex COTeH, BKJI04Yasi BOMHOB, PEMECJIEHHUKOB, CTPOUTEJIEN U KEHIIUH.

Anexc BeigoxHyI. OH MONTy4usI IpsMoe MOATBEPKAeHNe BTOPOU IIONBITKY 3axBaTa JIptonca. Tenepb
ecnu OBl yCIIbIIIaTh, KOTTA. ..
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- Iloxa...

BruMaHue Anekca puBjieK KakKou-TO 3ByK. OH yCIIbIIIaa YbU-TO JIETKUE IIary 1o KOPUuaopy,
IIOMeIlaBIIie eMy PacClbIIaTh CI0Ba JIopAa-KaHuepa. Ciofa KT0-TO LIell.

YyBCTBO OITAaCHOCTH 3aCTaBUJIO KPOBh OBICTpee OekaTh M0 XKujaM. AJIeKC BHIHYJ HOX, U AJIMHHOE
0CTpOe 1e3Bue 0JIECHYIIO B MSATKOM CBeTe cBedeil. OH 0CTOPOXKHO ITarHy/a U3 ajlbKoBa U IOIIE 110
TYCKJIO OCBEIlleHHOMY KOPUAOPY HaBCTPeuy MPUOIMKAIOUIMMCS IIIaraM U MTOfajIbIle OT KOMHATHI,
HaJesiCh yCIeTh YUTH KaK MOXKHO Jasibllle OT OTKPHITOM fBepu. Korga He3BaHbIM I'OCTh HOJIKEH OB
TIOBEPHYTH 3a YroJl, AJIeKC CKOJIb3HYII B IPYTYIO HUIIIY ¥ CTaJl HAPSAXKEeHHO XKAaaTh. OH IOYTH ObLIT
yBepeH, 4To [lyran MakpmoHasy [ocieqoBsai 3a HUM.

Korma MHCTUHKTUBHEIM IIOPHB YOUTH 3TOTO HETOASIS IPoIies1, ANleKC IIOHSJI, YTO IPUCYTCTBUe [lyrana
IIpU IBOpe He OBIII0 YMCTOM CaydalHOCThI0. X0TsI MaKmoHaIgkEl 3asBUJIM O CBOEM JKeJTaHUM BCTYIIUTh
B COI03 IIPeBOAUTENIEeH KJIaHOB, 00beIMHUBIINXCS I 3aIIUTH OCTPOBa JIBIOKMC OT BTOPXKEHHUS,
Anexc He moBepsan uM. 3a [lyrasoMm MakgonangoM Hafo npucMaTpuBaTh. Eciiu MaknoHange! pemat
00MaHyTb UX, AJIeKC y3HaeT 00 3TOM IIEPBEIM.

[laru ObIIH JIETKUMH, CJIIMIIKOM JIETKMMHU OJIS MY2KYHWHEI.

Anekc BrIpyTancs npo cebs, cpa3y XkKe y3HaB KPoLIeuyHylo GUTYPKY, TOSBUBIIYIOCSA U3-3a yriia. Mer!
OH He 3HaJ, 31IUTHCS €My Ha ee HeOXUIaHHOe I0SBIIeHNe UK Onarofaputh bora, 4To 9T0 UMEHHO
oHa. Ei He XBaTaJsio 30paBOro CMEICIIa OCTABUTE ero 0fHOr0. CyHYB HOX B HOXKHBI, AJIeKC LIarHyJs U3
TEeMHOTEHI HaBCTpeuy Mer.

IeBylIKa OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH OTCKOYHMJIA Ha3afd. [ToToM, pa3risameB Anekca, yrepia pyku B 00Ka u
HaXMYpHUJIaCh:

- YTo BH 3[€Ch fenaeTe, IpsAdack B TeHU? {1 eiBa pa3yM OT CTpaxa He IIoTepsia.

- OueBH[IHO, ¥ Bac ero He Tak MHOTO, - €IKO 3aMeTu1 Ajtlekc. Mer 3agoXHyJach OT TaKO¥ IpyOoCTH.
Ho Anexc He oOpaTHJI Ha 9TO BHUMAaHUS, CXBAaTUJ €€ 3a PYKY U IOTAIIUI B yroil. Bctpeya ¢ Mer
BHOBB pa30ynuia BCe ero YyBCTBa, KOTOPhIE OH MOKJIAJCS 3a0bITh, TOKKUAs TaHIleBaIbHEIN 3a1. EMy
XOTeJIOCh IPUXKaTh Mer K CTeHe ¥ HaKa3aTh 3a TO, UTO OHA OTBJIEKAET €T0 U pa304apoBhIBaeT. 3a To,
YTO 3aCTaB/IseT HANPAraThCs KaXKAbIM AI0UM Tejla U JPoXKaTh OT KeJlaHu4.

- Vinu BB B351/IM 3a MPABUJIO IIpeCyieloBaTh MyKUMH B TEMHBIX Kopupgopax? - ['ojioc mpo3By4darn
pa3gpaXkeHHOo, HO AJIeKC 3HaJl, 4TO 3TO U3-3a TOr0, YTO OH BUfeNl Mer BMecCTe C ero Bparom. B ero
IIaMsTH SIPKO BCIIBIXHYJIa ClleHa, Korfa [lyran npukacancs K Mer. EMy oueHb X0Te10Ch ©30aBUThCS
OT 3TOT0 BOCIIOMUHAHUS.

- Y MeHs HeT TaKOoro IpaBuIIa, - Pe3K0 3aMeTuiIa Mer, B3fepHyB mog6opoaok. - Ho s uckasa Bac.
MHe 0Ka3a/I0Ch, YTO BbI OBITH YeM-TO B3BOJIHOBAHEI B 3aJI€...

Anekc Hanpsircs. OHa BTOprajach Ha OMACHYI0 TePPUTOPHUI0. Mer 3aMosiyasia, IPUHSB BO BHUMAHKE
MOJTYanuBOe Ipenynpexnenue. OHa TPEBOXKHO 3aKycuia r'y0y, TITAaTeIbHO Moa0upas CJIoBa.

- 91 BoyTHOBAJIack, YTO-TO OBIIIO HENIPaBUIILHO. - Ee pyka nerna Anekcy Ha miedo. HecMoTpst Ha
TOJICTHIM GapxaT Kam30J1a, OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI TEIJIO €€ IPUKOCHOBeHUsI. COBCeM HeaBHO OH fepxKall
ee B CBOUX 00BSATUSX, U BOCIIOMUHAHUS CHOBa IIPOMEJILKHYIHN B T'OJIOBE.

He Hapo emy yremenuii Mer. OH coOuparscs BLIOPOCUTH ee U3 TONIOBHL. [IOKIISIICS HUKaK He
pearupoBaTh Ha ee NpUCyTCTBUe. Ho ee MONHATOE KBEPXY JIMYUKO OBLIO CIUIIKOM
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IpUBJIeKaTeIbHEIM. JTU MOJISIIKE 3eJIeHbIe TJIa3a, HalloJIHEHHbIe TPeBOToM. ToHKYEe OPOBU COIIUCH
y TIepeHOCHIlsl, 00pa30BaB KPOIIEYHYI0 MOPIIUHKY HaJ B3IEPHYTHIM HOCUKOM. [[axke B MATKOM CBETE
CBeuell OH BU[IEJl YyBCTBEHHYIO TUHUIO I'y0. YyBCTBO COOCTBEHHUKA BCIILIXHYJIO C HOBOM CUJIOMN.
«Mosi». X0TsI B 9TOM He OBIJIO HUKAKOW JIOTUKY. Beob OHa He NpuUHaAiexkana Anekcy, 3To
HeBO3MOXKHO. OH 060pOJICS C XKeJlaHNeM BIUTLCS B ee TYObl U CTepeTh ciaenwl [yrana MaknoHanna us
ee maMsTH.

[TpoknsaTue. Anekc yopasn pyKy Mer ¥ OTCTYIHUJI Ha LIar Ha3af,.
- Brl He IpUHUMaeTe COBETOB, - MpayHO 3aMeTUI OH. - 4 mpenynpexkaan Bac OBITh OCTOPOXKHEE.

- CoBeTHI? - Mer youBiIeHHO IOfHsIa OpoBU. - Brl uMeny B BUAy NMpUKa3kl?  He IPUHUMAI0
IIPUKa3H. A BHI?

- Bam JIy4iie BOCIIOJIb30BATECA MOUM COBETOM, €CJIK BEI XOTUTE BBEIATHU 3aMYX.

Mer cxkasa ryosl ¥ HIYero He CKa3ajia B OTBET, HO II0 ee TJla3aM AJIeKC MOHSJI, YTO OHa He
noguuHUTCS. OH IPUITYPUIICS:

- Heyzxkemnu Bel BCEPhE3 CUUTAETE, YTO MYKUKMHA, XKEHUBIIIKCH Ha Bac, OyIeT I03BOISATh BaM HeJaTh
BCe, YTO BaM 3aX04eTcs?

- KoHeuHo, HeT, - mapupoBaina Mer.

Barnsg Anekca CKOIb3HYII IO €€ BO3MYIIIEHHOMY JIMIY, HO OH TIO03PEeBal, YTO OTYACTH OKa3aJiCs
npaB. Mer 3aHsj1a HeOOBIYHYIO [I7Is ce0s MO3ULKI0, 3aroBOpUB 00 ycTynKax. Ho OBI7I0 3aMETHO, 4TO
OHA IT0JTy4YaeT yIOBOILCTBHE OT CBOKX 00SI3aHHOCTEH.

OH gonro usyyar ee JIuLO.
- Ecnu BB mymaete, yto [IxkeriMmu KemnOenna 6ygeT 1erko BOOUTH 3a HOC, TO BhI €T0 IIJIOXO 3HAETE.

-Y Bac Hert IIpaBa TOBOPHUTE CO MHOI B TaKOM TOHE. TeMa MO€ero 3aMyZXKeCTBa He JOJI2ZKHd BOJIHOBATH
Bac.

Anekc oTMeTus, 4yTo Mer He OIIPOBEpPIJia €ro OomnyIlneHne, OHa CO6I/IpaHaCB 3aMyX 3a xKeuMu.
AneKcy He XO0TEeJIOCh ITPHU3HaBaTh, YTO 3TO €ro pa3gpazxaro.

- Brl mpaBEI, - KOPOTKO CcKasall OH. - BaM He crenyeT 31ech HaxoguThesl. Ha MoeM MecTe MOT OBITh
KTO-HUOYIb ApyTo#. - OH BOPYT BCIIOMHMI NTOMCITYIIIaHHEIA B TaBEPHE Pa3TrOBOP. - ITU TEMHEIE
KOPUAOPHL He MeCTO AJIsI ONMHOKOY KEHITUHEL. 3[eCh OnacHo. [laxe eC/Iu BEL 3aKPUYUTE, HUKTO He
IPUAET K BaM Ha IIOMOIIIb.

XoTs Mer nocTapaiachk CKPHITh 9T0, AJIEKC 3aMEeTHUJI, YTO B ee rjla3ax MeJIbKHYJIO OllaCeHUe.
- Brl Begb HUKOTIa HEe IPUYMHUTE MHE Bpefa.

- OTKymOa Takast yBepeHHOCTh? - OH HaKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY, He YAEPKaBIIKUCh OT TOTO, YTOOEI BHOXHYTh €e
Ipa3HAIIMii 3amax: CMeCh P03 U IbSHSIIETO apoMaTa JeBUYLero Tesa. Ee ryOnl ObLIN IOTyOTKPHITH,
1 A7eKC CIBIIa HEpOBHOE AbixaHue. [TooaBLIMCh HEIPEOJoIuMOMY co0Ia3Hy, OH KOCHYIICS
TIAJIBIIEM ITYIECUPYIOIIEH XKUTKM Y OCHOBAHUS IIEU U ITPOBEJT PYKOH IO MIETKOBUCTON KOXKe IEKH.

Teno Mer 3ap0z2KaJjio OT ero IIpuKOCHOBEHUS, U IOHMMaHKe TOr'0, YTO OHa XO04YeT €TI0, TOJIBKO
CUJIbHEE PACIIaJInJIO €Tr0 CTPACTh. Teno u3HBIBAJIO OT 6G3YMH01"0 2KeJlaHu4d. AJ'IeKCY CTOHNJIO OTPOMHBIX
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yCcumui, 4ToObl He MTOANATHCS COOIa3HYy.

- YTo BaM HYKHO OT MeHs? - Tpy00 CIIPOCHJI OH, fefiasl 1Iar Ha3af,.

- Huuero, - aBTOMaTH4YeCKH oTBeTHUsIa Mer.

- A MHe KaXeTCs, BaM 4TO-TO HYXKHO.

Arnekc Bufen, KakK BCIBIXHYIIU ee meku. OHa HepBHUYAIA.

- f XKe cKazaja, 4YTO BOJIHOBa/aCk.

- Teneps BH yOEOUTHUCH, YTO IOBOMA [JIsT OECIIOKOMCTBA HET. Bo3BpaliaiiTecs B 3al.

Mer He cABUHYJIACh C MECTQ, XOTSI CBOMM TOHOM AJIeKC faJi MOHATh, 4YTo Oecefla 3aKOHYEHA.
- [Touemy BcTpeua c [IyramoMm MaknoHangoM Tak paccepauia Bac?

Anekc 3amep. Mer cmoria go0paTthcs o cyTu. OH ImocTapascs NpUHATh 0e3pa3IuyHbIN BUL,.
- Makraynbsl u MakpoHasgh - JaBHUE Bparu.

[ToHsITHO, YTO TaKoe 00bsiICHeHUE He ycTpouno Mer. OHa uMeJsia MMOPa3uTeIbHYI0 CIIOCOOHOCTD
pacro3HaBaTh, HACKOJILKO OTKPOBEHHEI €e COOeCemHUKH. AJTIEKC HUKOT/Ia IIpexX/e He BCTpedal
JKEHIIUHY, 00/IaaloIy0 TAKOUW CITIOCOOHOCTRIO YTabIBaTh IIPABAY.

- JTO BCe? - TEPIEINBO CIPOCHUIA OHA.
- Pa3Be 3T0r0 HE 4OCTAaTOYHO?
- Bel He OTBeTUNIM HA MOW BOIIPOC.

- Bo3BpamaiTecs B 3aj1, Mer. Ho nmocnenyiite MmoeMy CoBeTy. [lepKuUTech nmofganblie ot [Iyrana
MakpoHanga. ITOT YeI0BeK OIaceH.

YepT Bo3bMHU. AJIEKC YCIIBIIIA AT C3aAu. ECu Topa-KaHIiep U ceKpeTapb 0OHapyXKaT ero 3[ech,
BO3HHUKHET BOIIPOC, YTO OH [eJlaeT, CKPHIBAsICh B TEMHOM KOPHUAOPE TaK GJIM3K0 K MECTY IIPOBeeHHUs
CEKPEeTHOro copemanusd. [la 1 Mer MoxkeT 3agaTh TaKou 2Ke Bompoc. Haymo 3acTaBuThL €€ 3aM0I4aTh.

3a cnuHOM Anekca CKpuIHysa nonosuia. Cioga mmu. Hamo 4To-To genaTh. Y Anekca He ObLIO
BBIOOpA, 0CTABAJIOCh TOJIBKO OfMHO. OH CTPACTHO XOTEJ 3TOT0 C CAMOI'0 ITEPBOT0 MOMEHTAa, KaK TOJIbKO
yBupen Mer. OH 3aKOHUYUT TO, YTO Hayasl Ha GalKoHe.

- [Touewmy...

Ho oH He gan e¥t oroBopuTh, 663 MpenynpexaeHus IPUKaB K CTeHe, IIpsiya ee JIUIO OT
TMIOOOTBITHEIX MY2KUYKH, JKeJIaBIIUX YBUIETh, KTO UM IIOMEIIAJ, a X Jiuia - oT Mer. OH He XOTe,
yToOBR Mer 3Hana, KTO HaXOOUJICS B KOMHATE, IIOTOMY YTO OHa OyHeT 3afgaBaTh CIIUIIKOM MHOTO
BOIIPOCOB.

- Yto BH fernaeTe? - Mer nbITanach BHIPBAThCS, HO ATIEKC KPEIKO JepKaJjl ee B CBOUX O0BSATUSX.

OH o6xBaTUII pyKaMH ee TOHKYIO Ta/lluio0 U Ipuxkar K cebe ee Xpynkoe Teno. Ero coGCcTBeHHOE TETIO0
OTpearupoBao HezaMennuTenbHo. OH efjBa HE 3aCTOHAJ, IOYYBCTBOBAB, KakK MaeasbHO ee Oempa
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coBmapanu ¢ GopmMamu ero tejaa. HeCOMHEHHO, OHa TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA €T0 BOCCTABIIYIO IJIOTh AaXkKe
yepes TKaHb IaThsl. UTHTEPECHO, OHA FOTOBa IPUHSATH €r0 B CBoe 0HO0? OT 9TOM MBICIM AJIeKC efBa
He COIIeJI C yMa.

OH ycnbIman, Kak Mer CyoopoXHO B3HOXHYMa. VX B3T/ISOE BCTPETUIIUCH, U B 3€JIEHHIX I/Ta3ax y&Ke He
Ob1110 OBLNION yBepeHHOCTH. Ha rybax Anekca mosiBUIach OnacHasl yxMbeUiKa. [IpekpacHble 3e/ileHble
TJla3a PaCUIMPUINCh OT OCO3HAHUS CHJIBI €T0 XeylaHus. OHa OTKHHYJIA T'0JI0BY, YTOOHE CHOBA
IIOCMOTPETH AJIEKCY B IjIa3a.

- Bam Gl criefioBasio IPoCTo IO3BOJIUTh MHE YUTH, - CKa3asl AJleKC, HaKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY.

- Bel cobupaeTech CHOBA IOIEJIOBATh MeHS, - Bhimanuia Mer. Anekc xMbeIKHYJ. OHa Bcerga
YEePTOBCKU IIPSIMOTMHENHA.

- Ila, HO 3TOT MOIENy# OyIeT COBCEM He MOX0XK Ha MepBhlit. - OH MOAHSI Ton00pomoK Mer u
3arjsHys B CMyIlleHHOe JINII0, OLIyIasi HeBePOSITHHIM co0a3H cymb0bl. OH Tak [0IT0 XKaas
BO3MOXKHOCTU KOCHYThCSI 9TUX I'y0, TPOHUKHYThH I3BIKOM B CIafKHe YTOJIKK ee PTa, TI0YyBCTBOBATE €€
cTpacThb. Y maTh BOJIIO CBOEM CTPACTHU. B 3TOT pa3 HUYTO HE CMOXKET CHEepXKaTh €ro.

OH cobupaeTcs moreoBaTh ee. M Ha 9TOT pas molenyi He OyeT TaKuM HeXHBIM. Tejo Mer
HaNIPSATIOCh B IpeaBKyIIeHun. IIpenBkyuienue... Ho oHa ke He 3TOro X0Tesa, KOorjia IIoIllia 3a HUM
ciaepoM... Pa3Be Het?

Mer yBupena, Kak U3MEeHHUJIOCh JTUII0 AJieKca B 3ajie, ¥ IIPOCTO X0Tejla HalTH ero U Y3HaTh, YTO
IPUYHUHUIIO eMy TaKyio 60k, OHa yxke Habmomana, Kak OH CEPAUTCS, Tpexkae, HO TaKyio
HEYKPOTHMYIO HEHABUCTh, KaKas MOSIBUIACh Y HEro Ha nutie Ipu Bume [Iyrana MakmoHasnma, yBuaena
BIIepBhie. HO 3a MTHOBEHME [0 9TOTO B €T0 B3TJIsIe MPOCKBO3MIIa TaKas Oe3rpaHuyHas 00JIb, YTO
Mer nopasunacs o rinyouns aymu. Kazamock, 4To 0H 00HaXKuI KPOIlleuHOe OKOIIKO B CBOIO AVIIY.

OH Bcerza Ka3aJicsl HeIOX0XKHUM Ha OPYruxX U He uMelouM cebe paBHBEIX. 2KeCTOKUI Hermobe MBI
BOWH, KOHTPOJIMPYIOIIKY BCe BOKpYT. Ho BcTpeda ¢ [lyranoM, mycTh U Ha BpeMsi, BEIOKIIa ero u3
KoJieu. Mer moHsIa, YTO eTr0 HEBO3MYTUMOCTD - JIUIIL BUumuMasi. OH, OKa3bIBAeTCs, 0YEHD
YYBCTBUTEIbHBIN YEJIOBEK.

HWTak, Mer HanpaBUIach 3a HUM CJIE[OM, HO XOTeJla TOJIbKO YCIIOKOMTh. A 0Ka3asiach B €T0 OObSITHSX,
1 He BAaXXHO, KaK Ha 9TO OTKJIMKHYJIOCh ee TeJIO.

Ona 4yBCTBOBAaJla, YTO AneKc OBIN B SIPOCTH, Y3HaB, YTO OHA IOCiefoBana 3a HuM. Ha MunyTy Mer
Maxke I0Ka3aloChk, YTO OHa cMyTua ero. Ho ero sspocts oueHs OBICTPO Iepepociia B Apyrylo, 6omee
onacHy smouuo. Ctpacts! BOT 4TO Teneps ABUTAJIO UM.

OH Kpemnko mpuxan ee K cebe, 1 Mer BIepBhle B XKU3HU OIIYTHIIA CTOJIb MOIIHOE (HU3UYECKoe
IpUTSKeHue Myxk4urHb. OHa 00Jbllle He YYBCTBOBAJIa YrPO3kl, OHA OIIyIIlajia TOIbKO ero TeIso u
cuiy. 3axaras MexkIy X0JI0JHOM KaMeHHOW CTeHOM U ero Kpemnkoi rpyabio, OHa Obllla He B CUIaX
cOepzKaTh IPOXKb HacnaxpaeHus. Anekc Makmnayn OB co3faH [Amsg rocrnoacTBa. Ho Hag Mer oH Gbin
He BiacTeH. Kak Obl el HU X0TeJI0Ch YTBEPXKIaTh 00paTHOE, OHa He YyBCTBOBAJa cebst 0€CIIOMOIIHOMN
¥ MOTJIa CONMPOTUBNATHLCS. [IpOCTO He XOTena.

Mer 4yyBCTBOBaja KaxLIU II0UM ero Kpemkoro Tenna. OHa B3[POTHYJIA, TOYYBCTBOBAB HAIPSIKEHHYIO
TJIOTh, YIUPABIIYIOCS €ii B kUBOT. CTpaHHOE OIIyleHne 000XKTJI0 ee U Topsiuell MeJIeHHOM BOJTHOU
Pasnuioch 0 I03BOHOYHUKY.

Ha nuue Anekca 3acteiia HAIIPpsSA2K€HHAsd MdCKd XKeJIaHUs. Barnapn T'OJTY6BIX T'JIa3, Ka34JIOCh,
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IIPOHUKAJ B caMyio Ir71y0b. OH Opocan el MOT4aIuBhIi BEI30B, 3aCTaBIISAS IPU3HATH CUILY €T0
JKeJaHUs, U IPOBOLKPOBAJI ee IPUHATH 3TOT BEI30B. Y Mer nepexBaTuio geixaHue. Ee Teno gpoxaro,
CJIOBHO IpoOYyXKmasick OT CHa. Hukorma mpexme Mer He 4yBCTBOBajla HU4Yero momobHoro. B Hel
IIPOCHYJIOCH... JKeJIlaHue.

Yo OH pmemnaeT ¢ Her? OH ellle faXxe He IIOLEJIOBAJl €€, a ee TeJl0 YKe U3HBIBaJI0 OT CTPaCTH.
Kasanocs, mpoia 1enas BEYHOCTb, Korfa ANeKc IOJHST ee Tog00PO0K U KOCHYJICS Ty6aMu ee Ty0.
Y, xak u Torma Ha OankoHe, y Mer ejBa He 0CTaHOBHJIOCH Cepfille, el XOTeJI0Ch MONYYUTh Oosbine. A
OH CJIOBHO BeJI BHYTPEeHHIOI0 60pL0y, 3arisigbiBasi € B I'1a3a U MBITasCh MOIYYUTh TaM OTBET.

BeposATHO, OH €ro MoIy4ul, IOTOMY YTO CHOBA IIOILIeJIOBaJl, Ha 3TOT pa3 6ojee HacTon4yuBo. Tenephb
ero ry0ul Oblid TpeOoBaTeNNbHEIMU. MeT ollyIllasia apoMaT BUHA, IPSHOCTEN U TAMHBIX MyKCKUX
yCTpeMJIeHUN.

Kymnasich B BOHaxX 4yBCTBEHHOCTH, MeT pacTBOPHUIIACh B €T0 00BSITUSX, OXOTHO YCTYyIasi eT0 HaTHUCKY.
Bo BceM ee cyiecTBe Gblyia HEOOBIKHOBEHHAS JIETKOCTh, OHA CIIUIIKOM H0JT0 60poiack C TEIECHBIM
BiedyeHueM. Ero mouesnyi YHUUYTOKUI XPYNIKUM 3aIIUTHEIN Oaphep. E#f TaK HpaBUIIOCH OLTYIIATh BKYC
ero ry6, 4To OTpUIIATh 3TO 0OJIbIIEe He OBIJI0 HUKAKOr0 CMEICa. Mer Clibllliana, KakK CTY4YUT ero
cepphle, ¥ IOHKMMaJla, YTO OH B3BOJIHOBAH, YTO OH X0YeT ee.

Kpenkue pyku Anekca nackaiu ee CIIMHY, 0OHMMalM 3a Tajidio, CJIOBHO OH XOTeJ 3allOMHUTD
KaX[blil JioMM ee Tena. OH ellle Kpernde npuxai ee Oegpa K cebe ¥ 3aCTOHAN OT yIOBOJIbCTBUS,
IIOHSIB, KaK WealbHO OHU IOAXOASAT OPYT APYTY.

Tonoca B Kopupope, coBceM 0/113K0, Hamyraau Mer. OHa IOmbITanach npepBaTh MOy, U AJleKc
IIOHSLI TOJIOBY.

- KT0-TO upeT, - TAXKeJo [Obllla, BEIOXHYIa Mer.
- He obOpartratiTe BHUMaHUS, - CTPOTO OTBETUN AjeKC. - MoxXKeT ObITh, IIPONUAYT MUMO.

Mer noHuMasa, 4TO UX MOXKHO 3aMETHUTh, TOJILKO €CJIX KTO-TO IOIOUAeT coBceM 0/113Ko. ['osoca
npubnuxanich. OHa MOAHSNACh Ha IBIMOYKH, CTApasiCh 3ar/IsSHYTh Yepes 1miedo Ajekca. A oH,
CJIOBHO pasrafiaB 3TOT IlJIaH, CHOBA IIpHIKaJICA K ee r'ybaM, 3acTaBiisisd IOTPY3UTHCS B BOJIHBL
YYBCTBEHHOCTH. MeT yxKe MmouTH 3a0kiyia 000 BCeX 3ByKaX, HO BOPYT OHHU YCJIBIIIANIM BO3TJIAC:

- Kt0 31mecn?

Anekc Hampsrcs.

- TToxuxukaiTe, - IpUKa3ajl OH Mer, He OTPHIBAsICh OT ee T'y0.
- Yto? - Mer Oblyta IOpaxKeHa.

- XotuTe, yT0OHB OHU Bac yBumenu? [IpocTo coemnmaiTe TO, 0 YyeM s mompocuil. M3o6pasuTte xKeMaHHYIO
[EeBUILY.

Mer 130 Bcex CHUJI cTapayiach ©306pa3uTh KOKETCTBO U paccMesiTbcs. Ho BEPOSITHO, y Hee 3TO He
CJIMIIIKOM XOPOIIIO TTOJTy4aoCh, IOTOMY YTO PyKa AJIeKca CKOJIb3HY/a ¥ IO MHIIIKY ¥ OH CTajl
IEeKOTaTh ee. Mer Obl/Ta IOTPSICEHA, HO HEe CMOTJIa CAepPKaTh CMEX.

910 cpaboTaso. ['onoca yoamuauch, CIyCTs MTHOBEHUE XJIOIHYTIa IBEPb.
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Y Mer nokpacHenu IeKH, KOT[la OHA MPeACcTaBUiIa, YTO IMOAyMalik 3TH JIIOOXA U YTO OHU MOTJIH
BUzeTh. YTO-TO 3mech ObITIO He TaK. B ronoBe 3penu Bompockl. CerofHs MacKapal, 9Ta 4acCTh BOPIa
nomxkHa OblTa ObITH TyCcTOM. KTO 9T1 mogu? OguH U3 TOJIOCOB ITOKA3ascs el 3HaKoMbIM. OHa
IIOBEPHYJIAch K AleKcy, ¥ Hero OblJI0 KaKoe-TO CTpaHHOe BhlpaxkeHue uila. OH Be[b TakK U He
pacckasar e, 4To fenal, CKphBasich B TeMHOTe. OHa OTKphIJIa POT, YTOOH 3a/iaTh BOIIPOC, HO,
CJIOBHO YHTas ee MBIC/IH, AJIeKC IPUTSHYI ee K cebe U CHOBa 3aKpPHIJ POT MOLETTyeM.

Mer 3aJ0XHYJIaCh, IIOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK €r0 sA3bIK MEOJIEHHO ITPOHUK K Hel B PoOT. Ona YCIIBIIIaJIa €ro
CTOH U 3aMepJla, HEe 3Has, 9YTO OeJIaTk. 3T0 HEIIPaBUJIIBHO. Bce, 4TO0 BEI3BIBAET YYBCTBO
CIIagOCTPACTHOTO BOCXHINNEHNA, HE MOXKET OBITD IIPAaBUJIBHEIM. Ho cunbHbIE OIOyIIeHusI, IIPOH3UBIINE
Tesi0 Mer, MOMEHTAJIbHO 3aCTaBUIIU €€ 3a0BITH BCE COMHEHHSI.

Bce ee Teno OBUIO 0XBaueHO XKapoM U HEUIO OT 6€3yMHOT0 BO30yKIeHUs. 3amax MyKCKOIo Teja
OTYasHHO 1[eKOTaJl HO3[PH, U el 0TYassHHO XOTeJI0Ch IONpo00BaTh Ha BKYC €ro KOXy. TUxuii CTOH
HacJIaX[IeHUs cCopBaJics ¢ ee ry0. Mer He MorJia IIOBEPUTh, YTO 3TOT XPHUIJILIN 3BYK UCXOOUI OT Hee.
['yOrl Anekca KOCHYJIKCH LIIeW U OKa3aJIuCh B OMacHOM 0IM30CTH K Kpato KopceTa. Teno Mer
00MS$IKTIO, ¥ AJIeKC ellle Kpelde COMKHYJI CBOX O0BATHS.

Mer HUKOTIa ellle He YyBCTBOBasa ce0sl Takoy 0e33alllMTHOM U I'Iymo. I'ie &Ke ee 3gpaBhlii
paccymok?

MepnneHHO, HeyBepeHHO Mer MOTsAHYach K AneKcy u o6xBaTulla Kpemnkue miaedn. [1o Kakou-To
CTpPaHHOU NIpHUYNHE eil He00X0AKUMO OBIIO TOYYBCTBOBATH CBOMMHU IaJibllaMy €TI0 CUIy, IIOHSTh, Tak
JIM OH pas3ropsiueH, Kak oHa. OH Toxe OBUI OXBa4eH IJTaMEeHeM CTPacTH, a IJIeYd ero OKa3aluch
KpeNKUMY, KakK CKaja. Mer 4yBCTBOBaJjla, KakK IepeKaThBAIOTC 10 NajibllaMU CTaJIbHbEIe MBILIIEL, U
el BOPYT O4eHb 3aX0TEJIOCh CHATH C ATleKca KaM30J1, yBUETh, KaK BEJIMKOJIEITHO OH CJIOXKEH.

Mer He yMelna, la ¥ He X0TeJla ceivac, 00y3aeiBaTh CBOM kKelaHus. OHa IpukKanachk K ero MIMpoKoH
T'PyOH, TOUYBCTBOBAB, KaK HAMPSTIIUCh COCKU. Ha MrHOBEeHME OHa MPECTaBUIIa, YTO KACAETCS ero
oOHaxkeHHOU rpyou. Koxa K Koxe.

AJiekc CJII0BHO yrafaj ee MBICJIM ¥ C HOBOU CUJION IIPUHSAJICS Tep3aTh ee POT CJIafOCTHOU MYKOU.
Hebornbinas meTrHa y HET0 Ha o00pOoKe Llaparala HeXKHYI0 KOXY BOKPYT pTa. Ero pyka Hakphlia
TPyIb CKBO3b TKaHb IJIaThs, ¥ Mer 3acTOHaa, CX04s C yMa OT HaclaaXOeHus.

Ona IMOYYBCTBOBaJIa CIIAOKYI0 HCTOMY BHH3Y X KHBOTA U HEIIPEOOOJIUMOE KeJIaHNEe IIOTEPETLCA O
TBEPOYIO IIJIOTh MY2XKYHUHEI, YyTOOHI OH YTOJIAII TOMJIEHHE, TEP3aBIlIee €€ JIOHO.

Mer Orlla HEBUHHA, HO BIIOJIHE CBeAyIla B 9TOM Bonpoce. OHa IOHUMaJa, YTO IPOUCXOTUT MeXKy
MYXUYMHOH U XKeHIUHOU. Celidac OHa xoTesla Ajlekca, CTpPaCTHO MedTasa, YTOOH OH 3aIl0JIHUTI ee
cBouM TemnnoM. KoHedHO, OHa BefieT ce0s HeIIpaBUJIBHO U 3a 3T0 ToToM OyneT Haka3aHa. Ho 370
IIOTOM...

B 3daTYMdHEHHOM CO3HAHHWH IIPO3BEHE]L TpeBO}KHBII;I cUTHaJl. AX ma. OTOT YeJIOBEK el He MOOXOOuT.
Ho ee nots CTpeMuiach K AneKcy, 3Has1, 4YTO HET HUYEro JIy4dIlle, 4YeM I1€JI0OBATh U JTaCKaThb €T0.

Tak Teps0T caMoobiafaHue.

Ota 3[mpaBasi MEICIIb BepHYIa Mer K IedCTBUTENbHOCTH. UTO OHA HenaeT? ITO ObLIO CIIUIIKOM: €T0
CTPAcCTh, €€ HEOBITHOCTh, HO IIPYU 3TOM MOIIHAS OTBETHAS PeaKILHs.

9T0 ObIJIa CTPACTh B €6 CAaMOM YKAaCHOM IIposiBiieHnu. Huuero momo6HOTo paHbine Mer He
UCIBITEIBaIa. OT TaKOM CTPACTH MOXKHO OBIJIO TOTEPSTh T0JI0BY. CHla BCIBIXHYBIIETO B HEH JKeJTaHus
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Hamyrasa Mer. Cepatie B 6eIIeHOM PUTMe CTy4aso B rpynu. [lepeq ria3aMu BCIUIBIIIO KPACHBOE
yneibatomeecs nuio FOsHa.

OmuH-eMMHCTBEHHBIN pa3 Mer 03BOIMIa SMOIUSIM 3aTyMaHUTh COOCTBEHHOEe co3HaHue. Ho aToT
YPOK GBI X0opoIro BhyyeH. Omubka ¢ KO3HOM efgBa He CTOMIIA e Bcero. bosblie oHa He JOMYCTUT
tTakoro. OT 9TuX MBICTIe# Mer I0Ka3aioch, YTO BCe TOPSYNe BOIHE CTPACTH, OyIOpazKuUBIIKME KPOBb,
TeIepb IPEBPATUIIUCH B OCKOJIKHY JIbJIA.

C eOuHCTBEHHOM MBICIIBIO Oe3KaTh OHA OOHUM OBUKEHUEM COTHYJIa KOJIEHO U yoapuia AjleKca B Iax.
Tak y4un ee oTell Ha ClIy4ail HeIpeaBUAEHHBIX 00CTOSTEILCTB.

OHa 6rlna cBOOOTHA. AJIEKC COTHYJICS U BEIPYTAJICS CAMBIMU HEXOPOIIMMH CJIOBaMu. Ero muiio
IIEPEKOCUIIOCH OT 607H, 1 Mer IoYyBCTBOBAsa yrphi3eHus: coBecTu. OTell He MPeaympexkaan ee, 4To
3TO HACTONLKO O0JIe3HEHHO.

OHa 0CTOPOKHO OTCTyNHJIa Ha3af, CAeslana BOOX, CTapasiCh BOCCTAHOBUTH AbixaHWe. HaBepHOE, y Hee
pacTpenaHHBIN BUL, UCIIOpPUEeHa MpuiecKa ¥ Npunyxiu ryosl. Ho ee aTo He 3abotusno. Eit Hago 65110
0exkaThb OTCIONA.

- 3a 4T0? - IPOCTOHAJ AJeKC.
- 41 XoTeJsia Bac OCTAaHOBUTb.
- MoxHo0 OBLIIO CKa3aThk...

- 4... - Mer npukpslia poT pyKoH, IOHUMas, YTO JaXKe He MbITajlach OTTOJIKHYTh ero. OHa IIPOoCTO
CJIUIIIKOM OCTPO OTpearupoBaia. - [IpoCcTUTe, - MpoIlenTala OHa, U B rila3ax ee O6JIeCHYIH CIIe3Hl.

,'E[po>Ka TO JIX OT IIAHUKHY, TO JIK OT HEYTOJIEHHOT O XKEJIaHu, Mer nmoM4anachk B CBOIO KOMHaATY.

Anekc Ovln B THeBe, HaOmogast, Kak Mer mo6exkasa Mo Kopumopy. IIa 94To, 4epT BO3bMH, IIPOU3OIIITIO?
TonbKO YTO OHa OTBeYasa Ma ero JIaCKH, CJIOBHO He MOTJIa HaCHITUTHCS, @ YePe3 MUHYTY YMEIIITIEHHO
ymapuna ero. HecMoTpst Ha cBoio 60eBYI0 TPEHHPOBAHHOCTH, AJleKC He OBII TOTOB K TAKOMY yAapy.
Ho on artoro He 3abymeT. Hukorpa.

Bombs MemnenHo ocnabeBana. Heyxenu oH Hamyran ee? [lomxkHo ObITh. Bems Mer HeBuHHaA. He Hago
OBLIIO TaK ITOCIIEIIHO HaOpackBaTLCS Ha Hee, HO OH HUKOT[Ia He IpeMIoarai, 9YTo ol HEBUHHOM
BHEIITHOCTBIO MOXKET ApeMaTh TaKas CTpacThb. Ero mopasumio, 4To TaKasi cepbe3Has XKeHIHa MOrjia
pa3byguTh TaKOe YyBCTBEHHOE BIEYEHHUE.

Ee oTBeTHast peakius efBa He JIMINKJIA €T0 paccynka. He uMes ombiTa, OHa TakK CTPACTHO OTBEYasa
Ha ero IOIle/IyH, YTO OH HAIIpo4b 3a0blyT 0 ee HEBUHHOCTHU. EfiBa CIIBIIITHEIE CTOHBI HACTIAXKIEHHUS,
CpHIBaBIIMECS C ee TyD, Topomunu Ayekca. B TOT MOMEHT, KOrfla OHa HeYBepPEeHHBIM JBUKEHUEM
KOCHYJIaCh €ro 1jed U AneKc IT0YyBCTBOBaAJI, KaK HAIIPSATIIUCh ee COCKH, OH yXKe COBCeM 3a0bly, UTO
3TOT TIOLIENTyH [onKeH ObIJI BCEro JIMIIb OIpaBaaTh ero MPUCYTCTBHUE B 3TOM KOpHUAoOpe. JTakas
HEeBWHHAS MHTPUXKKA - Ha Cy4Yal eCiiyd UX 30eCh YBUMOSAT.

Her, on nran camomy cebe.

OH 3a0511 060 BCeM, Kak TOJIBKO KOCHYJICS ee I'y0. OH XOTeJl ee C TOT0 CaMOT0 MOMEHTa, KaK yBULE.
A xorpa yBupmen ee ¢ [lyranaom, 9To XKejlaHUe CTaJl0 HeBEHIHOCUMBIM. AJIEKCY XOT€eJI0Ch, YTOOH OHA
IIpUHajjexasna TOJIbKO eMy, YTOObl B ee CO3HaHUU He 0CTaJIoCh MEIC/IeH HU 00 OMHOM APYTOM
MYXKUYUHE.
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Ho oH HEKOTHa He IMIAaHKPOBAJI 3aXOOUTh TaK Hajieko. Ele HeCKOIbKO MUHYT, U JeJI0 He
3aKOHYHUJIOCH OBl TOJIBKO TOLeNTyeM. Jlaxke BOCIIOMUHAHUS Oynuiu B HeM xkejaHue. Clagkui BKyC ee
ry0 ¥ sI3bIKa, 3aTBEP/EBIINe COCKH, XKUBOT, B KOTOPHIM yIIMpaack ero BEICTYMIAINas Iiao0Th... OH
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI €€ OTBETHYIO PEaKIIHIo, eif IMOHPaBuI0Ch 3T0. OHa Obl/la BOCXUTUTENILHO CTPACTHOM.
Anekc mpefcTaBUI Kaxk/blil u3rub ee Tesa, 01axkeHHOe YyYBCTBO JOJIT0KOAHHOTO CITUSHUS. ..

OH 3acTOHaJI, He B CUJIaX ITPEBO3MOYL HallpsKeHue II0TH. Kak OfiMH TOIeNy# cMOT TakK OBICTPO
pa3xkeub B HeM noxkap? [loxkap, KOTOpeM Hanyran Mer, 1 OHa efiBa He cheaja ero eBHyXOM. AJIeKC
IoKeH ObLI IpeIBUETh ee CTpaX, HO ero mopa3uja Cujla BCIBIXHYBIIEH MeXAy HUMU CTPAcCTH, U OH
maxe He MOHSJI, YTO OHA MOTJIa OLITh HAITyraHa.

‘{epT, OH ¥ caM OB HallyI'aH.

LlemoBaTth Mer MakKHHHOH OBIIO OTIACHO, KaK U Oxkupan Ayekc. Mer 3acTaBiisia €ro fymMaTh 0
BelllaX, 0 KOTOPBIX OH HUKOTHA pexnae He 3amyMeiBasics. O cembe. O gome. O OynyieMm, KOTOpoe
OBLIO He 115 Hero. Bo BiracTu 3TOM MajleHbKOM HEeBYIIKYU OBIIIO 3aCTABUTh €T0 IOTEPSThH
camoobyaganue, 3aCTaBUTh OTBIEUBCS OT 3aJyMaHHOTO fiejla U, eCJIi OH He OyIeT OCTOPOXKHEIM,
Pas3pylIXTh BCe, YTO eMy yxkKe ymanoch. Hamo ocThiTh. OH 06513aH BHIIOJIHUTE CBOU JOJIT IIepef
OpaToM U CBOMM KJIAaHOM, Ilepef MMaBIIMMH B 6010 Ky3eHaMHU. ITOT [IO/IT HUKaK He COUETAEeTCs C TEM
TUIIOM MYXKYMHBEI, KOTOPHIY Hy2KeH Mer [J1s rapaHTUX CTabUIIbHOCTH ee KlaHa.

OH pomxeH OvITL OnarogapeH Mer, 94To 0OHa OCTaHOBHUJIA €T0. [lelCTBUTENbHO, OyIeT Nydllle, eciiu
Anexkc mocrapaeTcst u3beratb Mer MakkuHHOH. Mi36eraTh Kak HaBaxaeHus. OHa yXke U Tak
IPUYMHKIIIA MY MacCy HEIPUSATHOCTEN. Mer cnyrHyJsa Jiiofiel, KOTOPHIX OH BEICTIEZKUBAJI B KOPHUOOPE.
Xopo110 X0Th X IOLeyH MTO3BOJIUI UM OCTaThCS HEY3HAHHKIMU. BakKHEIE TEPCOHBI BEPHYIUCH B
KOMHATy, ¥ TallHOe COBelllaHNe IIPOMOIKUIOCEH Y2Ke 3a 3aKPHITOM [IBEPHIO.

KoneuHo, AyleKc U3BUHUTCS IIepen Hel, HO He ceitvac. EMy Hafio y3HaTh, KOrfia yXoOsaT Kopabiu ¢
HCKaTeIsaMu npuknioueHust u3 ®arda. OctaBanoch TOIbKO HaAeSAThCS, YTO (aBOPUTHI KOPOJIS
IpofoJiKaT 06CyKIaTh CBOM IIJIaHKL. AleKC coOpasics BepHYThCS Ha UCXOOHYIO MTO3UINIO0, KaK BAPYT
ycnblan gpyrue maru. OHu npubIuXKanaruch CO CTOPOHEL 3aa.

Cros B TeHu, Anekc Ha0miofan, Kak 1o KOPUAOPY MeAJIeHHO KpaJics MyK4YHHa ¥ CMOTPEJI B €ero
HaIpaBieHuH. AJIEKC CTOST He HIEJIOXHYBIIUCE. BHIT0O TEMHO, HO OH 3aMETHJI, YTO KPYITHbIH
KOPEHACTHIM MyK4YKMHA He SBJISIJICSI TOCTeM Ha MacKapapme. Ha HeM Obliu OpUIXKY M KOXKAHBIN JKUJIET.
Hukoro He 3aMeTuB, MyK4YKWHa JIBUHYJICS [daJbllle 10 KOPUOOPY TYOa, I'le CKphIach Mer.

Amnekca 0XBaTHUJIO YYBCTBO TPEBOTH. JDTOT YeJIOBEK, KaK M AJIeKC, He X0TeJl, YTOOk ero Bumenu. Kpome
TOTO, OH ITOKa3aJiCsi AJIeKCYy 3HAaKOMBIM. BOpyT ero mpoH3usIa MBICIIb, YTO 3TO MOT OBITH OMH U3 TEX,
KOT'0 OH BHIEJ B TaBepHe, HO AjlleKC He OBITT yBepeH, TOTOMY 4TO TOT[la eMYy He yIaJioCh PaCCMOTPETh
He3HaKOMIIa.

OH nocMoTpen B CTOPOHY KOMHATEHI, TTle HaXOOUJIUCH JIOpH-KaHIyiep CUTOH U ceKpeTapb banMepuso.
Taxoit BO3MOXKHOCTH G0Jibille MOXKeT 1 He ObiTh. OH HUKOT'[Ia He yY3HaeT, KOoraa IJIaHuPyeTcs
OTILIBITHE. JTa nHGopMaIms Oblsia KU3HEHHO BaKHOM, eClii AJIEKC U eT0 KJIaH COOHMpauCh OTPA3UTh
HamnazieHrve. IMeHHO 110 9TOM IIpUYKHE OH MOSBUJICS IIPU [ABOPE, a He AJIS TOT0, YTOOH! IIpeciefoBaTh
MaJIeHbKYI0 YIPSAMYIO OeBYLIKY U 3alUIIaTh €€ 0T IPU3PavyHOU YIPO3HL.

Amnekc TBepao 3HaJI, YTO OH HOJIKEH MefaTh. B rojoBe yrnpsMo cTydasia MBICITb BEPHYTHCS Ty[a, TOe
IIJI0 coBellanue. Ho 4To-TO Memano eMy. Mer Morjia TpO3uTh omacHOCTh. OH He UCKITIoYa
BO3MOXKHOCTH, YTO MyXKYHHA, TOJIbKO YTO KPABIIMHCS 110 KOPUOOPY, ¥ TOT, YTO OBLIT B TABEPHE, -
OJIHO JIUIIO.
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[TycTb 3TO IOKAXKETCS CTPAHHBIM, HO €CJTA C MeT 4TOo-TO CIIYYUTCS, ATIeKC HUKOTa He IIPOCTHUT cebe.
[TpoknuHas Hepa30epuxy, B KOTOPYIO OH BIyTajCs, AJIleKC HallPpaBUJICSA CIIEIOM 3a TeM, KTO MOT
IIPUYMHUTH Bpen Mer.

Ho 3To nocnenuuii pa3, Korga Mer oTBIeKaeT ero OT I'IaBHOM 3aJayi.
I'maBa 9

PemmmTenpHOCTE MeT Kyma-To UCIAPUIach Iociie COOLITUM BUuepaInHero Beyepa. OHa 0TYassHHO
XoTesna yBuaeTh JIxkeimu. [loKa3aTh, YTO MOLeNyH AleKca HU4ero He M3MEHMIT ¥ YTO OHA II0-
npexHeMy OymeT IpPUIepPKUBATLCS CBOETO IMylaHa. Mer yKe B COTHIM pa3 yaepxKuBasa ce0s OT TOTO,
yTOOB KOCHYTBCS TabllaM¥ T'y0, 10 CHX ITOP OIIyIas molenyu Anekca.

OHa MeJIbKOM TTISHYJa Ha Jnu3abeT, CUeBIIyio Ha CTyJie HanmpoTuB Hee. OHM PEIIUIIA MPOBECTH
THUXO0€ YTPO B CajIOHe, OT[bIXas MMOC/ie BOJTHEHUY BYepaNIHero Mackapaaa. Eciu 651 9nu3abeT TONbKO
3Haja...

Mer cprenasa I'JIOTOK TEIJIOT0 TOBSIKbero OyIboHa U3 YalllKU:
- [I>ke¥MH CKOPO BEPHETCS?

- Yepes geHb UM [1Ba, - OTBeTUIIA Ju3abeT, paccTaBiss IlaxMaTHble purypku. - Tebe xoueTcst
YBULETHCS C HUM?

Mer He oOpaTuia BHUMaHUS Ha yOUBJIEHUE, TPO3ByYaBIIee B TOIOCE MOAPYTH.
- 4 Bcerpa pana BumeTh TBoero 6para. Ho 4To 3a cpouHble y HETO fena C Ky3eHOM?

- He 3Halo, - moxana mneyamu Jnu3abeT. - YTO-TO CBSI3aHHOE C KOpaﬁJ'IHMI/I I KOPOJid, MHe
KaXeTcCs.

Bposu Mer comuiuce y nepeHoCUIIsL.
- Kopabmu? s yero?

- [TonsiTus He uMeto. Ho oH ynomuHan, uyTo eMy npunercs noexats B ®aiid yepe3 HECKOIIBKO HeNleb,
notoMy 4To OymyT OTIUIBIBATh Kopabnu. OH pacckaxeT Tebe, KOrga BepHeTCs. - Jnu3aler,
HaXMYPHUBILINCH, TOCMOTpesa Ha Mer: - Trl yBepeHa, 4To XopoIo ce0st 4yBcTByelb, Mer? ¥ tebs
OJIeMHbIN BU.

- ITpocTo ycTana, - IOKavajia rooBoit Mer. - Buepa BeuepoM... - Mer 3aMornyara, II0YyBCTBOBAB
Yhe-TO IPUCYTCTBUE pPsigoM. OHa MOAHSIA I71a3a U yBUaeaa Anekca. MHTepeCcHO, HaBHO OH CITyIIaeT
ux pa3roBop? Ero crmoco6HOCTL ABUTATHCS 6€33BYyYHO cOMBAsa C TOJIKY. Mer CMyTHIIach, YBUOEB €T0
TaK CKOPO II0CTIe BUepaIllHero Beyepa.

Y Hee MOKpaCHeNH MeKH. AJIeKC MOT CJIBIIIATEL CJI0Ba Jnu3abeT o ee 61egHOCTH. TOJIBKO OH B
oTnuune oT Jnu3abeT 3HAN MPUYKHY 3TOM O1egHOCTH. MX B3TNISOL BCTPETUINCEH, M BOCTIOMUHAHUS
BUYepalllHero Bedepa 3aloJIOHUIN co3HaHrue Mer. OHa OIyCTHIIa PeCHUIIE, 005Ch, YTO B €€ rja3ax OH
JIETKO MMPOYTET BCE SMOIUH.

HamnpsizkeHHOCTh CUTyaluu faBuiia Ha Mer. HepBrl ObIIM HATSHYTH A0 Ipefena. [Ipexpe el Bcerga
yIaBalOCh CIPABISATLCS C TPYOHBIMU cUTyauusiMu. Ho Bce OHM OBITM CBSI3aHHI C ee 003aHHOCTSIMH, a
ceitvac meso OBIJIO OYeHb IMYHOe. Bce ee aMOIMH J1eKasly ITOYTH Ha MOBEPXHOCTH, U B JTI000M
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MOMeHT Mer 60s1ach pacIiakaThCsi. ITO OBIIO yKACHO.

OHa HUKOrZa He mnakana. Hukorpga. OHa 3Hana, 4YTO CIe3kl - 9TO IIPU3HAaK C1aboCcTy, ¥ Bcerna
cTapasnach pelnaTh IpobieMsl, crenys joruke. Ho B COOBITUSX BUepallHero Beuepa He ObUI0 HUKaKOu
noruku. Mer, 10 TIpaBe TOBOPS, He 3Halla, Kak pelalTcs Takue npobiaeMel. Kak oHa MOXeT 3a0HITh
00 Anekce Makayne, Korfa KaXXObli IeHb OH IIOCTOSTHHO IIPUCYTCTBYET B €€ CO3HAHUU?

qupa Be4YEepPOM XBadJIeHOE camoobyamanue Mer ObIJIO TOAMOYEHO MOIIHEIM TOTOKOM CJIE3,
IIPpHUHECHINM 3Ha4YUTEeJIbHOE obneruenne. Cime3nl HayaM KalaTh, KaK TOJILKO OHA CIIacjack OErCTBOM
B CIIQJIBHIO, X OHa eIlle JOJIr0 He MOrjia YCIIOKOUTECA.

Mer HUKOTIIa HE YYBCTBOBAJIa TAaKOT'0 CMSITEeHHUs 4yBCTB. Ee moBeneHnue Ob1710 6e306pa3HeiM. CHavasa
OHa CO BCEeW CTPACThIO OTBETHUJIA Ha TaCKu AjeKca, TOTOM HaKMHYJIach Ha HEro, MPUYHUHUB 00JIb.
Iymast TonbKo 0 6ercTse, OHa JeliCTBOBala UMITYILCUBHO. UTO OH [OIKEeH JymMaTh 0 Hel? OHa
OOJIXKHA M3BUHUTLCS, HO He 3Halla, KaK MeIMKaTHO IIOJOMTH K 3TOH TeMe.

3aueM, 3a4eM OHa I103BOJIKTIA eMy LienoBaTh ce0s? Y kak Tak nerko ycrynuna? Korga Anekc
IIOIIEIOBAlI €€, OHA yTPaTHJla CIIOCOOHOCTh JTOTUYECKH MBEICTUTE. OHa COBCEM He XOTella AyMaTh. OHa
TOJIBKO... X0Tena. OHa HUKOTHAa He CMOXKEeT B3TJITHYTh Ha HEr0, He BCIIOMHUHAS, KaK XOPOIIIO e OBII0
B €r0 00BATHUSIX, KAKUM CJTafKUM OBII ero mouesnyi. Y Mer BCUBIXHYIH IIeKU. [le10 OBIJI0 He TOJIBKO B
notuenye. OHa HUKOTTIa He 3a0yJeT ero pyKu Ha CBOEM I'PYAU U OUIYIIEeHUs HaNpPSIKEeHHOM IJI0TH,
yIIMpaBIIeNcs B ee KUBOT. Eil Tak X0TeI0Ch OBITH O/Ke K HEMY.

Buepa, craBa bory, el yganock BepHYThCS B KOMHATY, HUKOTO HE BCTPETHB 110 myTu. OJHOTO B3TIsa
Ha ee JIHI0 OBbIJIO OB HOCTATOYHO, YTOOH! ITOHSTH €€ COCTOSIHKE B TOT MOMEHT. Mer mocTapasnach
CTEPETD BCe CIIEHI CIe3 K MOMEHTY MpuObITHs Po3anuug u dnusaber.

[To cnoBaM MaTepu, Korfga Mer He BepHYyJach B 3ajl, AlleKC HacTos1, 4ToOw OHa yOenunach, 4To Mer
HaXOOUTCS B cBoel KoMHaTe. OT 3Toro Mer cTajo TobKo Xyxke. OHa COBCEM 3amnyTajack. Y Hee ObLn
OOJIT TIepeq OTLIOM U Iepef BceM KiaHoM. OHa mogyMaia O IjlaHe, KOTOPHIM BhIHAIIIMBalla BCe 9TU
rofbl. ITOT IJIaH FapaHTUPOBAJ, YTO ee OpaT CTAHET BO IjlaBe KjaHa ¥ OyaeT 3allulleH OT BHEIIHeN
yrpo3sl. OcylnecTBIeHNe 3aJyMaHHOT0 3aBUCUT OT ee BhIOOpa MyxKa. Mer HUKOIa He JyMasa, YTo
BBITTOJTHEHUE [I0JITa Ilepe KJIaHoM IMOTpebyeT OT Hee TaKuXx kKepTB. M He paccuuThiBana Ha BCTPEUY C
TaKUM 4eJIOBEKOM, KakK Ajiekc Makiayz.

OH Mor Bce UCTIOPTUTh. Kak OHa cleNaeT MpaBUIbHEINA BEIOOD, €CIU TOJIBKO U JyMaeT 0 MyXK4uHe,
KOTOPHBIH COBCEM He IOIXOMUT [Jis Hee?

Wnu mogxomuT?

IT10T BOIIPOC HE OCTABJISAIl €€ B IIOKOE. Crayvamna Yy HEee ObLIH COMHEHUS, HO 4YeEM OombIe OHa Y3HaBaJla
9TOT'O YEeJIOBEKa, TEM MEHBIIE €€ HHTEPECOBaJla IIPUYKMHA €ro IIOABJIIEHUA IIPKU OBOPE. Mer X0Tenoch
BEPHUTH, 9YTO OH OBLTT He IIPOCTO HAEMHBIM BOMHOM, KOTOprfI Impopai CBOU MeY U IIOCCOPHUIICA C
6paTOM. Ho u4to0, ecnu 3TO nuiilb IIPpUHATHE 2KeTaeMOTI'0o 3a OelCTBUTEIbHOE?

Cepniie Mer yxe mopBesio ee oqHaxabl. OHa HUKOTTA He 3a0ymeT, Kak ee 00MaHynT KO9H MaKKMHHOH.
AJieKC COBCEM He MOX0XK Ha Hero, Ho OH YTO-TO CKPHIBAET.

- [IpocTuTe, YTO BMEMINBAIOCE, - CKa3aJl Aylekc. Mer mofgHssa ryia3a U yBuena, 4YTo OH CMOTPUT Ha
Hee. - Muccuc Po3anuup nonpocusna MeHs IepefaTh BaM, YTO OHA 3a[IePKUTCS U, K COXKaJIEHHUIO,
OymeT BHIHYKeHa IIPONYCTUTh JHEBHYIO NIPOTYJIKY BEPXOM.

Mer HaxMypusacs, IJIsi4s Ha IjIaThe, KOTOPOe OHa Hajesla CIelXabHO [ 9TOM Mporynku. Math

Cepaue He JKeT 76 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

OYEeHb XOTeJjIa TIOKATaThCSI BEPXOM 110 XONUPYACKOMY MapKy. YTo 2Ke 3aCTaBUIIO e MepeayMaTh?
Anexkc, CIIOBHO TIPOYUTAB €€ MBICITH, JOOaBHII:

- MHe Kaxertcs, oHa ¢ jenu CUTOH.

Jlegu CutoH Oblsia 0YeHb TpeOoBaTeIbHOM faMoii. Po3anuHf, BeposATHO, Oblna MpHUrialeHa
COCTaBUTh NMAPTUIO B KApThI UJIA 3aHATHCS BHIIUBKOM. Jlegu CuToH... 'o10C, KOTOpHIM Mer chblnana
BYepa B KOPUAOPe, IPUHAATIeXKal JIopay-Kanunepy Cutory. UYto Mor Tam fenaTb Anekc?

Cettyac AneKc CTOSJI PSIOM, Ha JIMIle 3aCTHIIO CTPAHHOE BEIPaXKeHMUE.
- Crmacu60, 4TO mmepepanu. - Mer 4yBCTBOBaJla HEJIOBKOCTb. - A MBI COOMPAIMCh CHITPATh B IITAXMATHI.
- MoxeT OBITh, ATIEKC CEIrpaeT? - Iofiaia royoc dnru3abeT, HU Kalllu He 3auKasiCh.

Y Mer y4acTuics myJbc, 1 oHa Opocuiia HeJOBOILHEIN B3TJISAM B CTOPOHY IOAPYTH. E¥ He X0TeNnock
HAXOMIUTHCS B OMHOM KOMHATe C AJIEKCOM, CMOTPETh Ha HETo Yepe3 IIaxMaTHYI0 HOCKY HEU3BECTHO
CKOJIbKO BpeMeHu. OHa Jaxke Ha CeKYHIy He MOTJIa paccaabuThCs.

- 4 yBepeHa, yTo j0pa Makiay CIMIIKOM 3aHST, - TIOTOPOIMIAch CKa3aTh Mer, I0Ka AJIeKC HUYEro
He yCIes OTBETUTh Jnu3aberT.

- Cmacu6o, JIn33u, y MeHS KaK pa3 eCcTh BpeMsi Ha OfHY-[IBe UTPEL. - AJIEKC CBEPJIMII B3rIsigoM Mer, u
OHa Ha BpeMsl 3a0rlia 000 BCEM, CIIbIIIa TOIHKO B3BOJTHOBAHHEIN CTYK CBOETO cepalla. BocmoMuHauus
BUepalllHero Beuepa xKapKol BOJHOM 3axJIeCTHYJIH ee, U OHa OTBeJla B3TJIAL,.

- Brl urpaerte B mraxmath? - Mer Obljla 3aMHTPUTOBaHa. JTa Urpa TpeboBaia UCKITIOYUTETEHOTO
MaCTepCTBa, TEPIEHUS U CTpaTeruu. YTo Ke OH 3a UT'POK? AjieKC GBI TUAEPOM U IIPUBBIK
ynpaBnsaTe. CKopee BCero oH OyeT OTKPHITO HalafaTh U CBOMMU (UTypaMH Ha [OCKe.

- HemHnoro.
Onu3albeT BCTala, C U3YMJIEHHOM YIBIOKOM IOIOBUTAst CBOM CTYJ AJIEKCY.

- HOJ’I}KHa IIpenynpeguTs Bac, Anexkc, Mer - ana}omnﬁc;{ IIIaXMAaTHUCT. Y Bac IIPAaKTU4YECKHU HET
IITaHCOB.

- Criacu60 3a mpegynpexpaenue, JIu3au, - yas0HyICS B OTBET AjieKc. - XOTS S Tak U Ipe[noiaral.

HaBepHoe, Mer ciefioBasno 4To-HUOYAb TPOOOPMOTATh U3 CKPOMHOCTH, HO Jnr3abeT cKa3asia IIpaBay
M 4eCTHO Mpeaynpenuna Anekca. Mer mocMoTpesia Ha HEro u3-1oj OMyLIeHHBIX PECHULL. AJIeKC OB
O4YeHb TOPABIM YEJIOBEKOM, TI09TOMY Ha0 MPOSIBUTH OCTOPOKHOCTh ¥ HE HAaKa3hIBaTh €0 CIIUIIKOM
CUJIBHO.

KoHeuHo, mpu ycoBuy, 4To Mer cocpefoToYuTcs. AJIeKC IIPUCeT, U ero KpynHas Gurypa, Ka3anocs,
3aroIHuIa Bce HeOObIIoe MPOCTPAHCTBO KOMHATHL. CTYJI, HA KOTOPOM [I0 3TOTO cupesna Jau3aber,
Telephb Ka3asics CTYIbUUKOM [JIs MaJieHbKoro pebeHka. Mer 1moyyBCTBOBasa yKe XOPOIIO 3HAKOMBIH
3arax IpPSHOCTH ¥ 3aMepiia B MyUYUTEeIbHOM HalpsKeHuu. CIUIIKOM MajleHbKoe 3[eCh
IPOCTPAHCTBO. CIMINKOM MHTUMHOE. M AlleKC CBOMM IIPUCYTCTBHEM HAIIOMHHAJ, KaK JIeTKO OHa
yCTyIHIa MY BYepa.

3acTaBuB ce0s1 COCPEOTOYUTCS Ha Urpe, Mer MOTsAHYJIaCh Yepe3 JOCKY U HEPBHO IIOIPaBUiIa
HECKOJIbKO (GHUTYPOK U3 YePHOTO JepeBa, KOTOPhle paccTaBuiia Jmu3abeT. AJIEKC OCTAaHOBHUI €€,
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00XBaTHB nanbsliaMu 3ansacTee. Mer 0003KTJI0 3TO IIPUKOCHOBEHNE, 1 Maru4ecKui IOTOK
YYBCTBEHHOCTH PA3IJIHUJICA IIO TEJy. Ona nogHsIa T'OJIOBY U YBUIEJIA BeCceJIbli OJIeCK B €ro rialax.

- C HUMU BCe B IopsigKe. He AOyMalo, 4TO 3TO BA2XKHO, YTOOHI BCE (bPIprKI/I CMOTpPEJIN B OOTHOM
HAIIPpaBJIEHHUH.

KpaCKa 3anuia Iekyd Mer, oHa laXke He 0CO3HaBasa, 4To feaeT. Ee HeoObKHOBeHHas 1H060Bb K
IMOPsAOKY BCeETOA 3a0aBrnsina MaTh U dnu3alberT, u Tellepb, O4YEeBUOHO, Anexca. Mer YJ'IBI6HYJ'IaCB B
OTBET, IIOHMMas, YTO ei HPaBUTCA, YTO OH IIOOOPA3HKUBAET €€, HPaBUTCsI, YTO OH 3aMe4Ya€eT TaKue
MeJIo4u.

Mer cpenana rioy0OKu# BOOX U BHUMATEIbHO TOCMOTPeNa Ha IocKy. HecMoTps Ha To, 4To oHa Onlna
yBepeHa B CBOMX CITOCOOHOCTSIX, TOJILKO TJIyIIell He CTAHET YUUTHIBATh BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHEIE
CIIoCOOHOCTH OmInoHeHTa. [ToaToMy Mer ymenuiia IpUCTaJbHOE BHUMaHKe 3allluTe B OTBET Ha aTaKy
ee cJloHa. ITocie HeCKONBKUX XOMI0OB OHA pacciiabunack. Anekc, BUIUMO, He OBIJT HOBUYKOM, HO U
MacTepOM He OB ¥ IIPUMEHSIJT IPOCTYIO CTPATET WO 3aIUTH B OTBET Ha ee aTaku. OHa yxe
3axBaTHJIa OOHY M3 €ro IelleK, a ONUH U3 ero CJIOHOB OBl B omacHOCTU. Urpa, BeposTHO, OyOeT
HeIOJITOH.

Anekc IoIIes Memkoy, ¥ Mer 0OTMEeTHIIa, YTO B €T0 KPYIIHBIX, TOKPHITHIX IITPaMaMy PyKax pe3Hble
ITaxMaTHBEIEe PUTYPKU Ka3aluCh COBCEM KpoileuHbIMU. OHa cpa3y BCIIOMHUJIA, KAKUMU HEXKHBIMU
MOTYT ObITH 9TH PYKH, 3aKaJIeHHBIE B CPaXKeHUX.

- Brl mony4yuiy Buepa BECTOUKY OT OTLA? - CIIPOCUJI AJIeKC, Hapyllas MOI4YaHue.
- OTKypma BhH 3HaeTe?

- Buepa 06 3TOM MHe cKa3ajia Ballla MaTh. ¥ YBUAEN MYXKUYKHY, CIIeIOBABLIETO 3a BaMH, U IOAyMaJl,
YTO OH YeJIOBEK Balllero OTIia.

Mer noyyBcTBOBasia TpeBory. Tomac MaKKMHHOH IIprexa BYyepa C MUCbMOM OT oTla. C Tex Iop Kak
OHa OTBETHJIA 0TKa30M Ha ero npepjoxeHne, Mer ollyiana HeJIOBKOCTh B 00meHny ¢ HUM. Ho kK
CYaCThIO, OH [OJIXEH Cpa3y OTIpaBUThCA Ha CKau.

- CrioHa s, moxarny#, 3abepy. - Mer mopHsa rjiasa, CHUMas ¢ JOCKu Gurypy. - Bel u3-3a 3Toro
BH3UTA MIONPOCUIA MO0 MaTh IIPOBEPUTH, HAX0XKYCh JIX I B CllaJbHE?

Anekc KuBHYJ, ¥ Mer o4yBCTBOBAJIa IPUSATHOE Temo. EXf HpaBUIOCh, YTO 3TOT YeJIoBeK 3a60TUTCS
0 ee 6e3onacHocTd. Ho mouemy oH 3TO genaet?

- B Bce ellle cunTaeTe, YTO HallafeHue Ha Hac He OBbIJI0 CIIy4YaiHBIM?

- Takast BO3MOXKHOCTH CYLLIECTBYET Bcerpa. - AJIeKC chesan X0 Ielkou. - [Ioka aTu aoau He
no¥iMaHsbl, s OBl PEKOMEH0BAJI IIPOSBISATh OCTOPOXKHOCTD. JIydlle OBITh OMUTENHHEIM U
3alUIIeHHEIM, YeM 0e33a00THEIM U COXKaJICIOIAM.

Mer nocTapanach IOJaBUTh PACTyIIee B HeM BOIHEHUE. AJIEKC TOJIBKO YTO IOACTABUJI CBOETO KOHS.
HWrpa pericTBUTENLHO OymeT OLICTPO.

- Konp, - ckazan Mer u B3sana purypky. OHa o-mpexkHeMy He MOTJjIa IIOHSATh, I0YEMY KTO-TO XOUeT
IPUYUHUTDH e}l Bpel, HO pellusia JOBEPUTLCS MHEHUIO Aflekca. - {1 mymalo, BH 1paBkl. YTO XK, Oymy
OCTOPOXKHOM.
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OHY HECKOJIbKO MUHYT UT'Paii B TUIINHE, U Mer mmopa3uiach, HACKOJIbKO eCTECTBEHHBIM 3TO
BRITTIsIe10. OHa XOPOIIo mpeacTaBuia cebe 6eCKOHEUHBIE Beyepa Iepen KaMUHOM 3a IaXxMaTHOH
nockou ¢ AnekcoM. Ha MrHOBeHUe KapTUHKa Tak SIPKO BCTajla Iepef riiadaMu, 4To Mer
IIOYYBCTBOBaJjla pa3odyapoBaHue, Koraa oHa ucyesna. K ueMmy atu gpanTasuu? Anekc He TOT YelIOBeK,
KOT'0 MOXKHO yfiepKaTh y foMalrHero odara. OH - IPUPOXKAEHHBIN BOKH.

XOoTs {1 YenoBeKa, IMPOBOSIIEr0 CBOIO XKM3Hb Ha IOJISAX CpaxKeHu - Mer mosxkHa Oblyia 3TO
IPU3HAaTh, - AJIEKC IEMOHCTPUPOBa HEOOLIUHYIO CITIOCOOHOCTH OBICTPO aganTUPOBaThHCS K
oKpyxXaroier o6craHoBKe. OHa HUKOTrAa OBl He IToyMasia, YTO OTBaXKHEIM 00ell, CIIacCIuii er XKU3Hb
B JIECy, MOXKET CITOKOMHO UI'PATh B IITaXMaTHl BO ABopIie Xonupyn. Ho oHa HY Ha CEKYHIy He
COMHEBAJIaCh, YTO 3TO OOUH U TOT K€ YeJIOBEK.

YMupoTBOpeHue Mer oka3anoch, ofHaKo, HegonruM. OHa IOYyBCTBOBAJIA Ha cebe B3I Aylekca,
3amepkKaBUINiics V Hee Ha rybax.

- Yo KacaeTcst BUEpAIITHeTo Bevepa...

- IIpocTuTe, - Beimanuna Mer, mobnegueB. Mer, KoTopasi caMa 0ObIYHO Obllla 0YEeHb IPSIMOINHENHA,
He MOTJIa ITOBEPHUTD, YTO OH TaK MPOCTO, 6€3 MaJetInero CTeCHeHUs, 3aTPOHY CTOJIb UHTUMHYIO
temy. OHa HagesIach, 4To Inu3abeT 3TOro He CBIMIKUT. Eif OBIIO TSXKeI0 CMOTPETh Ha Anekca. - i
He X0TeJla cenaTh BaM 60/IbHO, - IIOHU3UB T'OJI0C, CMYIIIEHHO CKa3ajla OHa. - 4 He mymara... [IpocTo
UCITyTanach...

- OTO 51 BUHOBAT. - AJIeKC IIOCMOTPETI el B r'ja3a. - He Hago 60JbIlle HUYEero TOBOPUTh. YBEPSIO Bac,
TaKoTo O0JbIlle HE CITYUYUTCH.

B rpynu Mer 4To-To 6071€3HEHHO cxkaock. OHa BeIb 3TOTO X0Tesa, He TakK u? TOJIbKO Temnephb
YBEPEHHOCTH B CBOEH IIPaBOTE MOy0aBUIIOCE.

Anekc cgemnan xon KoHeM. Mer HaxMmypuia 0poBu. HeoOwIuHbIM X070
- Hapetocw, HOBOCTH U3 moMa ObUIM IPUATHEIMU? - AJIeKC OTKUHYJICS Ha CTyJe, u3ydas Mer.

- Hapo 651710 peuruts HeKOTOphIe BOPOCH. [I0TOM OTell X0Tel y3HaTh, BEPHEMCS JIM MBI IOMOM 4epe3
napy Henesb, KakK ¥ coOMpanuch. - [IpyruMu ClioBaMH, ee OTell XOTell 3HaTh, BeIOpana mu Mer cebe
MyKa.

- BBl TOTOBHL BEPHYTHCSA AOMOU? YKe NPUHANU pelleHue? - ['ooc Anekca npo3Bydas TUXO.

Mer noBepTea B pyKax IeIIKy, OHa YyYBCTBOBaja HEJIOBKOCTh U3-3a €T0 HEMTOHSTINBOCTH. IloToOM
B3IJISIHYJIa Ha AJieKca, IBITasCh IIOHSATh, OYOET U AJIst Hero MMeTh 3HaueHue ee oTBeT. Ho ero nuiio
HUYEro He BRIpaxarlo.

- { mymaro, mopa Bo3BpallaThCs.

Anekc mom4a CMOTPEII Ha Hee. Kazanock, OH XOTel 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 n3y4dal
MIaXMaTHYIO JOCKY. Hpﬂﬂb T'YCTBIX 30JIOTHUCTHIX BOJIOC yIiajla Ha JTUII0, CKPhIBAA €Ir0 SMOIUH. Mer
XOTEeJIOCh ITIOIIPAaBUTE €MY BOJIOCHEI X 3dCTABUTDH I-ITO-HI/I6yJIb CKa3aTh. AIeKC TeM BpEMEHEM 3aXBATHUIL
€€ KOH.

Mer HaxXMypuach, yIUBUBIIKNCH, YTO MPOIYCTHUIA TAKYI0 OYEeBUAHY0 yrpo3y. OHa OLeHUIa
CUTYallMIo HA JOCKe. Y Hee BAPYT MOSIBUIIOCH YYBCTBO, UTO €€ PA3bIrPEIBAIOT. ANIeKC OB HAMHOTO
OTILITHEE, YEM fiefia Buf. Mer pelnusia MpoBEePUTh CBOE IIPEATIONOXKEHHE.
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- Orer xoTen IMOJIYYUTH OT MEHA COBET B OTHOIIEHUHN apPEHOATOPa, KOTOpBIfI B 3TOM rofly XOo4eT 49aCThb
PEHTHI 3allJIaTUTh AYMEHEM, d He OBCOM. - [TorrMas, 4TO ee magbsd HAXOOUTCS B OIIaCHOCTH, Mer
coeiiajia XO0pn, YTOORI 3alIUTUTh €ee. - f cKazanla 0TIy, 4YTO 3TO HE UMEET 3Ha4YECHU .

- Bam Hao OBIIO OTKA3aTh eMy, - HeOpexkKHO Bo3pa3ul Anekc. - 3uMa OblIa CHIpOoi. B 3TOM rogy Ha
PBIHKE OBec OymeT IOpoxKe.

MMeHHO 9TO Mer U CKa3aa oTiy. BRICTpEIN 0TBeT Anekca mopa3ui ee. OH 3abpalt elre OfHY ee
¢burypy, u Mer Haxmypuiack. OHa BHUMATEIbHO TOCMOTPeNIa Ha HOoCKY. JInbo 3To OBIIO
CIy4aHHOCTHIO, MO0 OH KCII0b30Ball OTECTSINYI0 KOMOMHAIINIO, KOTOPYI0 OHa HUKOTTIA IIpexe He
paccMmaTpuBana. Eie HeCKONMBKO XO0B, ¥ OH BHIUTPAET.

- YT0-TO He Tak? - IOMHTEPECOBANCT AEKC.
- Het. - Mer cnenana xon, ¥ AjleKC B OTBET IIOIIEJI KOHEM.
- ITax.

Mer cpenana Xxof, 4TOOH 3aIUTUTE KOPOJIsi. Anekc Makiayn He ObI1 HOBUYKOM B IITaXMaTax, HO ee
3TO He BOJIHOBao. CUTyalus Ha foCKe OblsIa CJI0KHOM, HO HEe ITPOUTPHIIITHOM.

- I'me BH HAQY4YUIIUCh UTPATh B IITaXMaThI?
Anexkc 3aAyMaJICAd Ha MTHOBEHHE, BEPOATHO, r[o;:[61/1paﬂ CJIOBa, YTOOHI HE CIIMIIKOM OTKPOBEHHHNYATh.

- CHayarna 5 y4uncs y cBoero 6pata, Popu. MBI ¢ HUM 9aCTEHBKO UI'DAIX 10 BeyepaM. - AJleKc
3aMoJjT4aJl, 04eBUIHO, Pa3ayMbIBas, IPONOJIXKATh JIX CBOYM pacckas. - [IoToM MHe IpUIIIOCh
HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB UTPaTh CO CBOMMU BOMHAMHU, KOTTIa Mbl OKa3a/luCh B IJIeHy Y MaknoHanmoB. Taw,
KOHEYHO, IIJIeHHUKaM HUKTO He Jajl Obl T0JIb30BAThCS IaXxMaTaMy, HO Mbl IPUYMBIBAJIN THICSYU UTD
¥ 4epTunu GUryps Ha 3emiie. - AJIeKC IIOHU3MII T'OJI0C TaK, 4To Mer efiBa ciblmana ero. - MHave s
cotest OB C yMa.

Mer no4yBCTBOBasa, 4TO cenyac AJIeKC MOMEINICI C Hel YeM-TO BaXKHBIM U JINYHBIM.
- TTouemy Bac nuuuau cBO6OIb, AeKkc?

Ero nmuno motemHesno. Mer moka3ajaoch, YTO OH He COOMPaeTCss 0TBeYATh Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC, HO AJIEKC
3aroBOPHUJI CITyCTSI HECKOJIbKO MUHYT.

- IIpuMepHO YeTHIPe rofa Hal3aj s IPOUrpasl cpaxkeHue. B TOT eHb moru610 MHOTO MOMX BOMHOB. S
BBIKUJI, HO ITOTIAJT B TEMHUITY 3aMKa [laHCKaWT. - ['oytoc Aynekca 3Byd4al I'/yX0 1 6eCIIBETHO.

- 41 cnpimrana, 94To 3TO OBITIO MOCTEqHEee KPYIIHOe CpaXkeHue KilaHa Ha Ckae, HO He 3Hasla, 4YTO BHL... -
Mer 3amoiyasa, 3aMeTUB, Kak AJIeKC BI[ETIUIICS B MTOAJIOKOTHUKY CTYyJIa. - Bl JOJIT0 HaXO[UIIKUChH B
TEeMHHUIIE?

- Tpu Mmecsra.

Mer 4yBCTBOBaJjla, YTO OH YTO-TO HEOTOBapuBaeT. BO3MOXKHO, He BIIOJIHE NOBepseT ei. Bopyr Mer
BCIIOMHMJIA KOE-4TO, YTO TeP3aJio ee ellle C MacKapana, Koe-4To, 0 4YeM AJIeKC 0TKa3aJiCsi TOBOPUTE.

- Anexkc?

WX B3rmsmgbl BCTPETUIIUCE, U OH YZKe 3HaJl, 0 4eM Mer xoueT CIIPDOCHUTH Y HETO.
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«[ToxanyiicTa, IycTh g omMOyCh Ha 9TOT pa3», - MONUach 1npo cebs Mer. Ho laHCKauT OBl
KpernocTbio MaKnoHaImoB.

- Anekc... - Mer konebamnacsk. - Tak BOT OTKyIa Bhl 3HaeTe [lyrana MakgoHanga?

Y Hero cHOBa MOTEMHeJO NUI0. [0 BCIBIXHYBIIKMM I'JIa3aM U CKaTHIM Ty6aM Mer yxke 3Halla OTBET Ha
cBO¥ Bompoc. OT OCMBICIIEHHUSI CUTYAI[UU CEePIlle ee TPEBOKHO 3a0uock. I10 He3HAHUIO OHA
TI03BOJIMJIA YXaXKUBATh 3a CO00 YeI0BEeKY, IocaguBIneMy AleKca B TeMHUITY. Ternepsb OHa IIOHUMaJa
IIepeMeHbl, IIPOU30IIe IllIie C HUM, KOTIa OH yBUfel ee ¢ [lyramomM. Mer MbICIIEHHO BOCIIPOM3Bea Ty
crueny. [Iyran MakmoHaII IPUKOCHYJICS K He. Elle omuH ee mpoMax B IOMBITKE TOUTPATh B UT'PHI
IIPHU [BOpE.

- IIpoctute, - npomenTana Mer.

OHu e11le HEKOTOPOE BPeMsI CMOTPETTH B I'J1a3a APYT OPYTY, MoToM Anekc oTBes B3risn. OH KUBHYT,
YIOBJIETBOPEHHEIM ee U3BUHEHNUEM, HO OBIJIO BUIHO, YTO TOBOPUTH Ha 3Ty TeMy OOJIbIlle He X0YeT.

HecMmoTps Ha ero HexXeJlaHUe paccKa3biBaTh 0 cebe, Mer He MOTrjia YCIOKOUThCS. F3BeCTHe 0 TOM,
YTO OH CpaxKaJiCcs 3a CBOM KJIaH, TOJIBKO ITOATBEPAUIIO €€ MBICIb, UTO OH He TOT, 3a KOTO ce0s BEIIAeT.
O=na goKHa BHISICHUTH IIPaBAy.

- A7lexc, 4TO BBl Ha CaMOM [iefle [iejlaeTe IIpY OBOpe?

- Pa3Be MBI yKe He TOBOPUIIM Ha 3Ty TeMy? - B ero B3risife mosgBuaoch 6€CIIOKOUCTBO.
- 41 BaM He BepIO.

- He 6ymem 6Gosmbire 06 aToM, Mer.

Ho Mer He o6paTuiia BHUMaHUS Ha 9TO IIPeRynpexkaeHue.

- 91 Bupmena, Kak Bbl CMOTPHUTE Ha BCeX BOKPYT. U 4TO BHI fieslajiyd B TOM KOPUAOPE BO BpeMs
MacKapapja®?

Amexc cpeman xof Jafben.
- Bam xorpa-HuOyabs TOBOPUIIH, YTO ¥ Bac 6oraToe BooOpakeHue?
- Hert. - Mer HepooneHuIa yrpo3y U pellniia aTaKoBaTh CIOHA. - Telnepb OTBedaiiTe Ha MOX BOIIPOC.

- 91 mpuexan ciofia, 4ToOH HaTH PaboTy. A B KOpUIOpPe OKa3aJcs, IMBITasiCh n30exKaTh BCTPEYH C
Hyramom. Kak BEI Tellepsb 3HaAETe, g ero npe3upalo.

- 41 He Bepio, UTO 3TO BCS IpaBa.

- X0oTHTe - BEPbTE, XOTUTE - HET, HO 9TO IpPaBaa. - AJIeKC C TaKuM 0e3pa3IndreM I0xKaJl IJIedaMH,
yTo Mer cpa3sy IOoHsJIa, YTO Halaja Ha KaKOU-TO Cref.

- Hert, aT0 HenpaBpaa. - OHa BHUMAaTEIbHO IOCMOTpPeNa Ha ANeKca, MEITasiCh XOTh YTO-TO Pa3rIsageTh
3a MacKkoy Oe3pa3nuuusi. - Ho g y3Halo ee, He COMHEBAMNTECH.

Ho crnoBa Mer, moxoxe, COBCEM He B3BOJIHOBaNU Ajnlekca. OH yNIBIOHYICS OMHUMU YTOJIKaMu T'y0:

- Mer?
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- Yrto? - Mer nmocMoTpena Ha [0CKY 4 OTKpHIJa poT. HeBeposTHO.
- ITax u Mar.

- He mory moBepuTsh, 4TO MIPOIMYCTHIIa TaKOe 3PejIullle, - COKpYyIlanach MaTh Mer CIyCTs 4ac.
9nu3abeT TONBKO YTO 3aKOHYHMJIA pacCKa3biBaTh €11 0 HeOXKUAaHHOU ynade AJleKca 3a IaXMaTHOM
TOCKOH.

Mer nocMoTpesia Ha MaTh U IOKadaja rojioBoi. Ta CIMIIKOM CUIBHO pafoBajiach mopaxeHuio Mer.
- 9TO BCETO JHUIIb UTPa, MaMa.

- Bcero numb urpa! - nepeapa3nuia ee Posanuua. - CKONIBKO pa3 S CHIHIIaNa, Kak BE C OTIIOM
roBopumu 00 3Tou urpe? «lllaxmMaTel - BeJIMKUY BIacTUTENb yMa. O YelloBeKe MOKHO MHOTO€
CKa3aTh, TTISIOS Ha TO, KAaK OH UTPAET B IIaXMaThl». Temeps Tl MPU3HAEIb 3T0?

- YTo g momKHa IpHU3HAThL?

- He 6ymp GectonkoBoit, Maprapet. TH HOJIKHa IPU3HATh, 4To Anekc Makiayn - BeTMKOJIEeHas
napa fns Te0s.

- JIM1b IOTOMY, 4TO OH BHIMTPAJ Y MeHs? f He upeanbHa, MaMa, X BpeMs OT BpeMeHHU [IPOUrPHIBAlo, -
LIyTJIBO 3aMeTusa Mer.

- Hy B ToM, 4TO 4enoBeK He upeasneH, HeT HU4Yero ocobeHHoro, Mer, - ycrokousna ee Pozanmusg,.
EcTh, aBTOMaTH4YECKU OTMETHIIa Mer, yMasi 0 CBoeM iobumoM OpaTe.
[TocTossHHO yIEIOUMBOE BEIpaXkKeHUe nulla Po3anuHy CTano He0OBYHO CEPhE3HbIM.

- Thl Bcerga mpuiaraenb Maccy yCUIui, 4ToOwl He TIOTepIeTh Heymaydy, dallle BCEro BCe [eflaelllb
nIpaBUIbHO. TOJIBKO HEABHO s NOHsa nodyeMy. Ho Tebe He HyKHO Tak Harpyxartb ce0s1, Mer. d
mo61110 Bac ¢ 6paToM 060uX, ¥ OTEI] TOXKe JIIOOUT, laXke eCIu He BCerya yMeeT IT0Ka3aTh CBOIO
T1000BB.

Mer mo6una Mena. Ho mo6oBb 0TIa IIOYEMY-TO CTAHOBUJIACH ISl Hee Bce Goee 0OpeMeHUTEeIbHOM.

Mer 3amia B HeGOJIBIIYI0O KOMHATY. 3a OTLOBCKHM CTOJIOM C IIEPOM B pyKe cupen HMen. Ero
Oenokypasi rojioBa CKJIOHWIACh Hafl INCTOM IlepramMeHTa. Mer mo4yBCTBOBasIa JIMIIKUY CTPaX, KOTHa
OHA IIOHfAJIA, YTO UAET 0YepPeTHOU YPOK.

- Her, Yen, He Tak, - CKa3aJ OTel, CTapasiCh COXPaHITh CIIOKOMCTBHUE. - ThI OATh CIOXKHUIT
HenpaBunabHO. OOUH MepK [2] - TpHHAAIATH MUJIIMHTOB M YeThIpe MeHca. 3HAYUT, PeHTa 3a [IBaAllaTh
YeThkIpe MepKa 3eMJIM COCTABIISIET...

- 1 He MOTy COCYUMTATh, OTELl, - TIOCTIBIIIAJICS OeCIIOMOIIHEIM roIoc OpaTa.
- Trl MoxKelnb. - Ha 9TOT pas ronoc oTiia mpo3By4as TBepxe. - [Tonpobyii eine pas.

Ha nure MeHa mostBUIOCH pa3oyaposanue. OH MONBITAJICA ellle pa3. Y Mer y4yacTusics myJibc, Koraa
OpaT HamMcall Ha IIepraMeHTe HecKoabKo mudp. OHa HeHaBUena HaOMoaTh 3a €0 CTapaHUsIMY,
IIOTOMY YTO 3HaJIa, YTO OH I'OTOB PacIljakaThCs. A 0Tell He JTo0u, Korga Wen mnakan. Hacrosmme
[IapHU B IIeCTHAOUATH JIET He MJIa4dyT.
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- Tel Bcmomuu, MeH, - momana ronoc Mer. - Tol OTIMYHO Aemnan 9To BYepa. - OHa HaKJIOHUIACh U
cocTaBUla eMy ypaBHeHue. MleH XOpolIo yMeJl JIeJIUTh U YMHOXKaTh, TPYIHOCTEL COCTOSAJIa B TOM,
4yTOOBI TPABUILHO BEIOPATh KaKOe-TO U3 3TUX AeHCTBUU. Yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT OTBET GBI TOTOB.

- [IaTHapuaTh QYHTOB U IMECThH MINJIIMHTOB.
Orer kuBHYJ, ynei0asack. Ho ero ynbiOka Ovlna pefHa3HaueHa Mer.

Marts npocTo He x0Tena 3aMedats pasny. OTel He 3Ha, 4TO fenaTh ¢ MeHoM. Mer Bce BpeMs
IIBITANIach 3alUTUTL OpaTa OT HE[OBOJIBCTBA OTIa U CTapasack, 9YTOOH OTel] He ayMa 00
orpaHuyeHHOCTH Oparta. Ho celfyac el He XOTEI0OCh TOBOPUTH O HUX.

- Tol IIpeyBeJIn4nuBa€elllb, MaMad, 3TO OBITIa BCETO JIUIITh HUrpa.

- Mer, THI DOXKHA TEPECMOTPETh CBOE OTHOIIEHKE K AJIEKCY KaK K IMOTEHIHATbHOMY IIOKJIOHHUKY, -
3aMeTusa Inu3alber. - Jlroboi MyKurHa, KOTOPHIN MOXKET BEHIUTPATh V¥ T€OS B IIaXMaThl, HOXKEH
OBITH UCK/TIOUUTEJIbHBIM CTPATETOM.

- CnoBa Onu3abeT 3acTaBwin Mer npu3HaTth mpaBny. CHayasia oHa He OlleHMIa Aylekca, rmoaras,
YTO B HEM CHJIbHA XBaTKa BOMHA, HO HEIOCTATOYHO IIPOHUIIATENTbHOCTH, YTOOBI BECTH Hejia C JII0ObMU
kKopoisi. Ho oHa ommubanack. 3a KpenkKoy pyKol BoMHa U BHYMIUTEIbHBIMU (PU3NUECKUMHU OaHHBIMU
CKPBIBAJICSI HEBEPOSITHO OCTPHIM yM. OH OOBITpasl ee B IIaXMaThl, IPUMEHUB GJIECTSIIYI0
CTpaTeru4yeCcKyIo 3alllUTy IPOTUB ee arpeCCUBHOU aTaKy Ha CJI0HA. Mer He IIPOCTO IIpourpasa, OHa
OblIa IOJTHOCTRIO pasrpomiieHa. M Owlna nmopaxkeHa ero HECOMHEHHBIM MacTEPCTBOM.

Ee BoOO1IEe MHOTO€ YOUBIANO B Anlekce Makyaynme. MaTh cTosia nepen Mer, CKpeCTUB PYKH Ha
I'PYAU, CTPAIIHO IOBOJIbHAS COOOM.

- {l mpaBa, Mer, npu3sHau 3710. AneKc Makiayy CTaHEeT IIPEBOCXONHBIM MYXKEM.

Mer rotoBa ObllIa COTTIAaCUTHCS, HO KaKas-TO HEYBEPEHHOCTEL BCe K€ OCTaBallaCk. CIHIIKOM MHOTO
On1710 HesicHocTed. Ecniu OB OHA TOIBKO 3HAua, IIo4YeMy ee TakK BJIedYeT K HeMy"

- ¢ mpu3Ha, YTO OH He IIPOCTO 3aKaJIEHHHIH B CPaXKEHHUSIX BOMH, KaK MHE IT0Ka3aJioCch BHavane. Ho
eCTb OfiHa ITpobJieMa: OH He UINEeT XeHy.

- OH, MOXeT OBITh, ¥ HE UIIET XKEHY, HO 3TO He JOJIKHO IIOMEIIATh EMY BCTPETUTD ee. M KaK TOIBKO
OH TIpHexall KO IBOPY, OH He CKPHIBAeT MHTepeca K Tebe. - B3rnsam MaTepu ObIT HAIIOJTHEH
HEXHOCTBIO. - PSIIOM C HUM THI KaXKeIlIbCsI MeHee CTPOroi, MeHee 00eCIIOKOeHHOM. 51 maxke BHUea,
KaK Iapy pa3 eMy yAaloCh 3aCTaBUThL Te0s yIBIOHYThCS. - Po3anuH 06eCIIOKOEHHO IToKavaia
roJioBoii. - TeGe Hapmo 6onbile yaEI0aThCS, MOSI OopoTras. f mpenynpexaasna TBOETO OTIa, YTO OH
TpebyeT oT TeOs CIUIIKOM MHOTO. THl CIIUIIKOM MOJIOfla ¥ XOpoIila co00ii, 4TOOH 3amnepeTh cebs B
YETHIPEX CTEHAX U IIOCBSITUTH CBOIO XKU3Hb YIIPaBIEHUIO [JaHKUHOM.

- MHe HpPaBUTCS TO, YTO 5 [ejIai, MaMa.
- 41 3Ha10, YTO HPABUTCS, HO, 51 yBEPEHA, 3IeCh €CTh U pyTras MpUinHa.

Mer paccepaunach. Elle TouHO He 3Has, YTO CKaXKeT MaTh, OHA Obl/la YBepeHa, YTO He X04YeT 3TO
cipimaTh. Oco0eHHO, ecnu peysb moumeT o Mene.

- 91 HageloCh, TH MOCTTYIIAEIIbh CBOI0 MaTh, Mer, - cKa3aja Jnu3abeT, HalpaBiIsasach K ABePH. - TH Bce
paBHO Oymels MHE Kak cecTpa, XOTs [[KelMu 3aciyKUBaeT, YTOOH ero Jo0usu.

Cepaue He JKeT 83 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

He maB Mer BO3MOXHOCTH OTBETHUTH, DNIH3a0eT 3aKphIIa 3a Co00M MBepPh, OCTABHUB €€ HaeOuHEe C
MaTepbio. Mer 4yBCTBOBajia ce0si BHHOBATOM. Du3a0eT mpaBa, [IXKeiMu 3aciayxkuBaeT mo68u. U Mer
m03ab0TuTcs 00 9ToM. OHa OCTOPOXKHO IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha MaTh.

- He cMoTpu Ha MeHSI TaK HaCTOPOXKEHHO, foporas. 4 He xo4y orop4aTh Te0s, TPOCTO 3a004YyCh O
TBOEM CyacThe. X0uy, YTOOBI Tl OOJIbIIIE CMesNIach ¥ MeHbIIe 0eCIIOKOUIIACh. Thl CIUIIKOM MHOTO
Oepelnb Ha cebs, 3a00Tsich 0 Opate. Ecnu OBl g TIOHSIa paHbllle, I0OUYeMY ThI TaK Harpyxaelb cebs, 5
OBl JaBHO BMeIIaiach.

HeoOrruHas cuita B rojioce MaTepu mopasuia Mer.

- Ecyu Ol 1 MOTJ1a ITOIAapPUTh OTIY APYTUX CHIHOBEH, - IeYasibHO II0KaydaJja ronoBoi Posanuum. - 4
BUHIO ce0s 3a 3TO.

- Tebe He 3a 4TO ce6s1 BUHUTE. - MeT X0TeI0Ch YCIIOKOUTh PACCTPOEHHYIO MaTh.

- 41 ke BUXKY, 4TO T Oepelrb Ha cebs 00513aHHOCTY OpaTa, MBITasACh TAaKUM 00Pa30M 3alllUTUTE €TO.
MHe cremoBaio [aBHO MOHSTE, TIOYEMY THI TaK Hapsraens ce6si. ITO OUeHb Tskenoe OpeMs -
Bcerfga OBITh Oe3ynpeyHoi foYephio. TH TOaBUiIa COOCTBEHHEIE XKelaHus pany OparTa.

- Hert, - BocknukHyna Mer, - TH He IIpaBa, MaMa. MHe HpaBUTCS MOsi paboTa. MHe HpaBUTCS MOS
OTBETCTBEHHOCTS 3a [laHKUH. M 3TO He UMeeT HUKAKOro OTHOLIEeHUd K MeHy.

- Bo3moxHo, TH yOenuna cebs B 3ToM. Ho 51 yBepeHa, YTO BCe 3TO CBSI3aHO C TBOUM OpaToM. Th
COTJIaCHUIITbCS Ha Opak C YeTOBEKOM, KOTOPOTO He NM0OUIITh, JyMasi, YTO ITOCTYIAellb IIPABUIbHO Pafn
IankuHa. TH 3aKpHhIa I'1a3a Ha BCe, KpOMe MOMCKAa MAealbHOT0 MYXKUYKMHEI Ha TO MECTO, KOTOPOe
TBOM OpaT HUKOIMa He CMOXKEeT 3aHsTh. - PO3aIMH/ B3IOXHY/Ia, B3s/la Mer 3a PyKH ¥ IIOCMOTpesa ek
IIPSIMO B r'71a3a. - HUKTO U3 Hac He coBepIleHeH, Mer, u T ToxXe. MHOrma ObIBaeT yxKe MO30HO, KOTHa
TIOWMeIIIb, YTO CHeJiaia OIMMOKY ¥ BHIIIIA 3aMyK HE 3a TOTO YeJI0BeKa.

Mer HeHaBHfeIa CIUIIKOM IIPUCTaIbHOE BHUMAaHKeE K ce0e. OHa X0Tesa geaTh TO, YTO IIPABUIIBHO
niist ee KitaHa. [ToueMy 3To Tak TpymHO? OHa BCTala ¥ HalpaBuiaach K aBepu. Eil Hago OBITO0
IOABIIIATh CBEXKUM BO3TyXOM.

BEPHYTHCS

2
Mepa 3emnu Ha [lleTneHOCKUX OCTPOBaX, Konebnercst oT 1 o 2 aKpoB..

- Kynma eI cobpanachk? - cipocuiia MaTh.

- X04y UCII0/Ib30BaTh 10 Ha3HAYEHUIO 9TO IJIaThe [JIST BEPXOBOM €3[HI.

- Ho yxe mo3pgHo. [Togoxmu [0 3aBTpa, U S TOEOy BMecTe ¢ TOOOH.

- /1 HeHaponro, - yneiOHynach Mer. TobKo 4TOOB COOPATHCS C MBIC/ISIMH, ITIOAyMasia OHa Ipo cebs.
I'maBa 10

Brino yxke ganeko 3a MojeHs, Korjaa Anekc mobpaics go mocTosioro geopa. OH BOCIIOIb30BaJICS
OKOJIbHOM JOPOTOM M3 ABOpILIa, UYTOOH YOeOUThCs, YTO eT0 HUKTO He IpecienyeT. brarogaps JIu3su u
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Mer 3anucka gys Opata, KOTOPYIO AJIeKC CIIpsiTaa B CBOIO KOXKaHYIO CYyMKY, Tellepb cofepkaia
IeHHYI0 UHGOPMAIHIO.

[TepBoHAYaIbHO AJIEKC MJTAHKPOBAJ OTIIPABUTLCS HA BCTPEUy Cpa3y II0cje 3aBTpakKa, HO He CMOT
OTKa3aTb cebe B YIOBOIBCTBUY CHavasa yBUOeTh Mer. OH MOKJISJICS 3allUINaTh ee, II03TOMY ero

00513aHHOCTBIO CTAJIO CIEOUTh 3a ee 0e30mMacHOCTLI0. Bo BCSIKOM clly4yae, UMEHHO TakK OH CKa3all

cebe.

Brino raymo mymMath, 4To Mer B 0IacHOCTH, 0COOEHHO IT0C/Ie eT0 OUMOKY BUepalltHUM Be4epPOM.
Anekc pemuus, 4YTo ero TPEBOTH OKa3aluch 000CHOBAaHHBIMU, KOTHa MyK4YKMHA, KOTOPOT'0 OH
IIpeciieqoBa, IPUBEIT ero IPsIMO B TO KPBIJIO IBOPIIA, TOe pacionaraiuch qaMCcKue cranbHu. bornee
TOTO, 3TOT YeJIOBEK, KaK U TOT, KOTOPOT'0, OH BUEN B TaBepHe, ObUI KPYITHOTO TEJIOCIIOXKEeHUS U
PBIKEBOJIOCHU. Korfia ocBellleHre CTajo moayyiine, AJeKC CMOT pa3riasafgeTh ero Kak ClefgyeT. 9To
OBLT My2KUYKMHA CPEIHUX JIeT, C IIPSIMBIM HOCOM U JIUI[OM, YCESIHHBIM IIpaMaMu, KOTOPhIe
6e301n604YHO BEIAAIN B HeM BouHa. Korga Anekc yxe OBbIJT TOTOB 3afepKaTh €r0 ¥ CIIPOCHUTH O IeNH
IIOSIBJIEHUS 3[1€Ch, MyK4YMHa IIPUCOEIUHUIICS K HECKOJIbKAM KapayabHEIM MaKKMHHOHOB, KOTOPHIM
AJslekc nmpuKa3sas He CIIyCKaTh r'jla3 ¢ Mer u ee maTepu.

OHu mpencTaBuIu ero Kak ToMaca MakKKMHHOHA, TOJTBKO YTO MPUOBIBIIETo U3 [ITaHKWHA C IIOCIaHUEM
OT T'JIaBHI KJIaHa. ITY HHGOPMALIKIO CIIYCTS HECKOJIbKO MUHYT IOATBEpAuIa Po3anuun MakKKUHHOH.
Ha camom [pene 4emoBeK, KOTOPOIo IOmo3peBan AjleKc, 0Ka3asiCs JOBEPEHHBIM I'BapaeniemM
MakkvHHOHA. [103TOMY €ro xkejaHue JIUIIHAN pa3 yOemuThCs, 4TO ¢ Mer Bce B MOPSIOKE, He
BEI3LIBAJIOCH HEOOXOIMMOCTHIO.

Anekc He MOT 00BSICHUTE 3TO, HO €My XOTeJI0Ch yBUAETh Mer pamu ce6st camoro. Bo3aMoxHoO, nTydiie
On110 OBI HE mestaTh 9Toro. Ho Ha 9TOT pa3 OecnpuynHHOE 6eCIIOKOMCTBO 3a Mer OBIJI0
BO3HarpaxjeHo. AJIeKC He TIOBEPUJI CBOUM YIlIaM, KOT'[ia BOIIeNl B KOMHATY U YCJIBIIIA TO, YTO OBLIO
[IJIsT HeTO O4eHb BaxkHO. bnaropmaps JIu33u oH Temephb 3HaJ, KOTfa yXonaT Kopabmu. ['me-To B
cepefuHe aBryCTa KOJIOHUCTHI OTIIRIBAIOT Ha JIbiouC.

Anekc mofolesn K IOCTOsIIOMY ABOpPY c3aau. OH Hafessicsi, uTo Po06u Oe3 Tpyna HaIes 3TO MEeCTO,
IIOTOMY YTO €My XOTeJI0Ch IepeaTh 3aliuCKy U BEPHYThCS BO IBOPEIl KAaK MOXKHO cKopee. EMy He
HPABUJIOCH, YTO Mer ocTanack ogHa. OH mpoOymeT 3Mech POBHO CTOIBKO, YTOOBI TPOMOYUTH TOPJIO U
nepenaTh 3areyaTaHHOE BOCKOM IT0c/aHKe 6paTy. 3HaK MakyaymoB - TojoBa KabaHa, yKpalleHHast
NeBH30M KilaHa «Byab CTOMKKUM!» - CTaHET CUTHAIOM s OpaTa, YTO 9TO IIOC/IaHKE TIPUILITIO OT
Anexkca.

[TrceMoO moMXKHO mmomacTh Ha CKkait o oThe3ma Popu. MeHee yeM uepe3 nBe Hemenu Popu u M3abemns
MOJIKHBI ITpUexXaTh B OOUHOYPT, YTOOH 110 TPAgUIIUY IIpefcTaTh nepel TaliHEIM COBETOM. ITO
Iesnanoch IKOOH! [JIsT TOT0, YTOOHI ITOATBEPOUTH CBOE «XOpOIlee MOBeIeHUEe», CBOIO JIOSIIbHOCTD
BJIaCTH, HO Ha CaMOM [ieJie SBJISIJIOCh YHU3UTENIbHBIM HallOMUHaHMEM BapBapCKUM IropiiaM, YTO OHU
IIOAAaHHbIE MOHAPXUU.

Amnekc c HeTepIeHneM 0XKUIas ux npuesna. [Ins M3abens, xKeHbl Popu, 9T0 Oblna mepBas moe3aKa 3a
IOJToe BpeMs, TIOCKO/IbKY OHA HeaBHO Poguia TpeThero pebeHka. [IBa MaJleHbKUX IJIEMSTHHUKA U
HOBOPOXK[IEHHELIN OCTaHYTCs B [JlaHBeraHe.

Amnekc HafiestJicsl, YTO K Ipue3ny 6paTa OH CMOXKET MOIYYUTh 00Jiee IogpoOHy0 HHGOPMAIIHIO.
Bpemenu, 4ToOBI COCTABUTH IIJIaH AENCTBUH, 6ymeT Mao, 0COOEHHO eClIM UM MPUIETCS CpaXKaThCs Ha
JIbtouce, HO AJIeKC 3HAJl - OH HENIPEMEHHO IIPUMeET B 3TOM y4yacTue. M Ha 3TOT pa3 He 103BOJIUT
CBOEMY POMY IIOTEPIIeTh MOPaXKeHUe.
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Anexc 60poJICSI CO CTPEMIIEHUEM OTIIPABUTHCS Ha JIblouCc HeMeeHHO. Henmb3s BEICTynaTh 6e3
IIOATOTOBKY, BEIOb BpeMs IT0Ka eCThb. [109TOMYy CclefyeT TepIenuBo JoXAaThCd Popu, MOMy4uTh OT
HETr0 YKa3aHUs ¥ CKOOPIUHUPOBATh COBMECTHEIE IeMCTBHUS. A 10 TeX MMop AJIeKC IIocTapaeTcs JOOHITh
ele Kakyw-Hubynb nvHpopManuio. Hamo BEISICHUTS, UTO ImpuBeno [Iyrana MakpmoHanga Ko JBOPY.
Amexc mofo3peBarl, 4To 3T0 OBIJIO He MPOCTO coBmageHue. Ecmu MakmoHaIIb coOOpainch
IIePEeXUTPUTD I'J1aB KIaHOB, AlIeKC IONKeH y3HaTh 00 3TOM. A TeM BPEMEHEM...

Ectb eme Mer. Kak TonbK0 [I2KeiiMu BepHETCS, AJIeKC OCTaBUT CBOI0 BPEMEHHYIO POJIb 3alllUTHUKA.
Ho celiuac oH 3Has, 4TO eMy IPHUAETCS IPOSIBIATL O0IBIIYI0 OCTOPOKHOCTD. [IoceqHul pa3 OH efBa
He CKOMIIPOMETHPOBAJ OeBYIIKY, C TaKOX CUJIOM B HEM BCIBIXHYJIa CTpacTh. Ho ceriuac ero
6ecoKouo He 3T0. BcrmoMuHas MapTHUIO B IIaXMaTH, OH MOHSJ, KaK eMy HPaBUTCS COCTSI3aThCS C
Hel B IOBKOCTH. OUYeHb HPaBUTCH.

CHopeITHYB C JIoIIaau, AjleKC 0CMOTPEJICS BOKPYT U YBUIEN CIELIUBIIEro eMy HaBCcTpeuy Pooou.
Opexpa ero 3arpsi3HUIach, a B OCTAJIbHOM BCe OBIIO B MOPSiOKe. AJIEKC IOXJIONAll eT0 [0 CIIMHE:

- Hagerocs, TEI BpeMeEHU 3PS He TEPSn?

- Het, munopm, - XMbIKHYT Po06u.

- Kakue-To mpobeMbl? - TOHKU3UI To10C Anekc. [TapeHs moKavas T'oJI0BOM.
- Xopo11o, HaM Hafio MHOTOe 06cynuTh. Ho He 37ech, 3aliieM BHYTPb.

Po606u B3s1J1 TOBOMIbS ¥ IOBEJ JIoanhb AlleKca Ha KOHIOIIHI0. HarHas TaM cTpaxy Ha KOHIOXOB, OH fajl
UM yKa3aHus HacueT jouagu. OHU ¢ ATeKCOM HallPaBUIKCh Ha IIOCTOSIIBIN IBOP, U B 3TOT MOMEHT
Amnekc mo4yBCTBOBaJI Ha cebe uei-To B3rsig. KTo-To Haboman 3a HUM.

Anekc Hanpsrcs U OBICTPO OCMOTPEN OKPECTHOCTH. T0, YTO OH YBU[EJI, BEI3BAJIO B HEM IIPUCTYII
THEBa, HET, CKOpee SIPOCTH. DTo Oblja I'PyIiia BCAAHUKOB, BO3TIaBIsieMas He KM WHBIM, Kak Mer
MakKUHHOH. AnleKC BeIpyTaics, a Po60u HeMeIeHHO CXBAaTHJICS 3a HOXK. AJIeKC yIep PyKu B O0Ka,
IIBITAsACh CIIPABUTHCS C aMouusaMu. OH BCIIOMHUJI ci0Ba Mer. «f OTKpOI IpaBAy, He COMHEBAUTECH>.

IeBylIKa mmoexasa 3a HUM ciieoM. Y ee riymnoe 6e3pacCyacTBO MOXKET IMOABEPTHYTh OIIACHOCTH BECh
ero mwiaH. YepT, oH npegynpexpa ee... Ternepb Mer MakKMHHOH NIPENCTOUT y3HATh, UYTO OH AEPKHUT
CIJI0BO.

Mer HyKHO OblI0O UMEHHO 3T0. Korfa BHYIIUTEIbHEIE 0YepTaHus ABOpIla XOIUPY/ OCTaIUCh HalekKo
1o3aAu, Mer U JIIofu, KOTOPHIX OHa B3si/ia ¢ co00ii, HallpaBUIUCh Yepe3 HeGOIbIIyI0 POIIUIY K
XonmupyncKoMy TapKy, 3aHUMaBIIIEMY HECKOJTBKO COTEH aKpOB 3eMJIH K IOTY OT ABOPIia. AkoB V
OTOPOOUII TapK JIeT MSITHAAIATh Ha3ajl, HO HECKOJIbKO BEKOB 3Ta 3eMJis Oblla OXOTHUYBUMHU YTOObSIMHU
KopoJteli. [ToBCIoIy poc BepecK ¥ OTKPHIBAJICS U3YMUTEINbHBIN BUM Ha TOPHbBIE NOJIUHLI U KAMEHUCTHIE
ckasel. Kazamochk, 4To 30ech OpPyroi MUP, XOTS BAAJU ellle YrafiblBaliCh CTEHH JBOPIIA.

Mer rny60K0 BIOXHYJIa CBEXKMI BO3MAYX, Haclaxaasch CBOOOMOM ocye MPUABOPHOU CyeThl. Kak oHa
ckyuasna no Ckaro! IToko#, yenunenue. Hebomnbiiol Kycouek ropHoit IIoTmanauy, yMeCcTUBIIHUICS B
MaJIeHbKOM yToJIKe DnuHOypra, HallOMHUII eif 0060 BceM, 4TO XKAeT ee foMa. Kak TOJIbKO OHa HaueT
cebe MyXa.

C aToii MBICTTBIO MerT pelliriia BO3BpallaThcsl Bo ABopel. OTIsigeBUIMCh BOKPYT, OHA 3aMeTHIIa, Kak
4yT0-TO OJIECHYJIO BIIepeny cpenu mepeBrheB. OHA pasrisgesna OOUHOKYI QUTYPY YelToBeKa Ha
JIONIATH, €XaBIIEr0 B CTOPOHY HEOOJIBIIOT0 CTPOEHUSI. Mer IPHUIIIOCH ABAXK/Ibl IPUCMOTPETHCS,
yTOOBI yOEIUTHCS, YTO € 3TO He MOKa3asioCk. Ho 30/I0THCTHIE BOTIOCH ¥ BRICOKAsI MYCKYJTHCTAs
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¢urypa Obisid 7o 6071 3HAKOMHI €.

Anekc. Ho 4To oH fenaeT Tak gajieko oT gBopia? CTpaHHO, YTO OH HUYETO He TOBOPHUII PAHBbIIIE,
0Cco0eHHO KOTI'fla Y3Hall, YTO ee IJIaHbl TOKATAThCs BEPXOM U3MEHUIMCh. 3HAYHUT, OH He XOTeJI, YTOOBI
OHa 3HaJla. Mer Iopa3MHIIIIIsiia HECKOIBPKO MIHOBEHUY U PelIua MocaeqoBaTh 3a HUM. Eif Haio
OBLIIO ITOJTYYUTE OTBETHI, KOTOPEIE TIO3BOJISAT el O0bIlle He COMHEBATLCS B CBOEM peleHuu. CKOpo
BepHeTcs [IxkeiiMu, u Mer xoTesna OBITh TOTOBA K €T0 BO3BPAIIEHHIO.

BmecTe ¢ compoBoXKaalouuM ee OTPSAOM OHa IOAHSANIACh Ha XOJIM U YBUeNa, KaK BEICOKUU
MOTOBSI3bIM ITapeHb BhHIIIEN HaBCTpeuy Anekcy. Mer cpa3y y3Hasa ero. To OblJI ONUH U3 OTPSAa
BOMHOB, KOTOpHIE [IOMOTajii UM OTPa3uTh HamnageHue B jecy. Ceiiyac oH nopa3ui Mer cBoen
MOJIOTOCTBIO U OOPOAYIIHBIM BhIPAKEHUEM JIUIIA.

«4l 3nana 3To», - mopgymasna Mer. [TycTs Teneps Anekc nonelTaeTcs oTpunaTs. Ho nouemy o nran?
[ToueMy He x0TeJI, YTOOH! KTO-TO 3HAJI, YTO OH IIPUIIIENI UM Ha IIOMOIIb TOTHa B JIecy?

HaBepHoe, y Anekca ObIJT BOTUMM UHCTUHKT. MeT TOIbKO IIOSIBUIACh B II0Jie 3PEHHS, KaK OH
HeMe[JIEHHO IT04YyBCTBOBAJ ee. OH MTOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, U B3TJISI XOJIONHBIX TOyORIX I'J1a3 MPOH3UI
Mer. [laxxe Ha paCCTOSIHUM OHa 4yBCTBOBaJjia €ro THeB. [IpoXKb HeBOJIBHO IIPOKATUIACh 10 ee Tely, HO
Mer nocrtapanack He oOpalaTh Ha 3T0 BHUMaHUsg. OHa He IMO3BOJIUT CTPaXy ITOMeIlaTh y3HaTh el
IIpaBmy.

OnHako 4acTh ee HalyCKHOM XpaOpoCTH yIeTyuniach IOJ HaTUCKOM OeCIomagHoi SpocTy AjeKca.
OH melcTBUTENBHO OBUT OnaceH... Y Mer MenbKHYJa MBIC/Ib BEPHYTHCS BO JBOPELl, HO y Hee OBLIO0
IIpeuyBCTBUE, YTO OH BCEe PABHO IIOC/IeyeT 3a Hel. HeT, ny4iie Bcero He II0Ka3bIBaTh CBOIO
cnabocTh. Mer BHIIPSIMHUTIA CIMHY U COOOIINIIa CBOEMY YeJI0BEKY, YTO OHU IIEPEKYCAT Ha 9TOM
IIOCTOSITIOM JBOpPe. Mer Bhexasia BO OBOD, IPUTBOPASACH, UTO HEe 3aMedaeT THEBHOTO B3T/Isa
NIOOKUMABIIETO ee YelloBeKa.

Amnekc BHTTIIfeN He coBceM 00bYHO. Uepe3 MrHOBeHKre Mer MoHsIa, YTO OH OBIJIO OfleT TakK, KakK B
MOMEHT MX II€PBOM BCTPEYH, B TPAOUIIMOHHLIM KOCTIOM ropua. [lmen 13 ToHYauIen MepCTh B MATKHAX
roJTyObIX ¥ 3eJIeHBIX TOHAX MOBEPX ITapaHOBOIO I[BeTa JIbHSIHOM TYHUKY, IIOJXBaYEeHHOH Ha Iosce
IIUPOKUM KOXKAHBIM PeMHEM, U BIIEYATIISIONINX Pa3MepPOB OUPK COOKY.

ITocne HECKONMBKUX HEOEIb B OKPY2XKEHHNH PAa3HOIBETHOI'O IIE€JIKA U aTJIaCa, KOTOPHEIE TaK 00T
XKUATENU HU3UHBL, Mer IMONTy4YHrJla HAallOMHHAaHUE O IOME.

Ho He 0T BocmOMUHaHUM 0 POOHBIX CTEHAX BHYTPU y Hee Bce Ioxosoneno. [IpuunHoi ToMy OBLI
a0COIOTHEIM MarHeTH3M MYKUYKHEL, CTOSBINEro nepeq Hel. OT OQHOTO B3rjIsAfa Ha Hero y Mer
TIEPECOXJI0 BO PTY. DTO OBLT KPEIKUi CUITbHBIN BOWH, CIIACIIUM e XXKU3Hb. TPYIHO GBIJIO TOBEPHUTH B
TO, YTO 3TOT XK€ YeJIOBEK 0OBIrpaj ee B IIaxMaThl HECKOJIBKO YacOB Ha3aj. Bo3M0OXKHO, UMEHHO 3TO U
IIPUBJIEKasio B HeM Mer: ero mpuBbIYKa OBITH IEPBHIM BE3Ie U BO BCEM.

[Mopouinst 6nuxke, Mer MOHsIa CBOO OLIMOKY. AjleKC OBUT He TIPOCTO CEPAUT, ero Ijla3a MeTalu
MostHuM. OH HaIIPaBUJICS MPSIMO K Hel, HalpsSKeHHBIN KaK CTPYHA, C Y3Ie4KOHM B pyKax, Kak OyaTo
XOTeJl MPeJOTBPATUTh JII00YI0 MBICIb O TTo0ere.

Co6paB Bce CBOe MyxKeCTBO, Mer B3iepHyia Mog00PONOK ¥ BCTPETHUIACH C €r0 MCIeHIeISIONMM
B3TJISIIOM.

- Kaxkoii cropnpus BCTPETUTHCS C BaMU 3[€Ch, Topa Makiayq.

Anekc maxe He OBITANICSI OTBEYaTh, BMECTO 3TOTO OH IIOBEPHYIJICA K CBOEMY YEJIOBEKY U 2K€EJIE3HBIM
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TOJIOCOM CKa3all:

- Po606u, oTBeOU 3TUX JIOAEeX Ha IOCTOSJIBIN ABOP U 3aKaXkKu YTO-HUOYOb mepeKycuTs. HaMm ¢
rocroxoi MakKMHHOH Hago Koe-4To o0cymuTh. - OH MocMoTpen Ha Mer, 00xKuras ee B3rasgaoM. - C
rja3y Ha I'ias.

Jlromu, compoBoXaaBiire Mer, TOTOBbI OBLUIM TOCTIOPUTE, HO OHa MaXHYJla PYKO, HaBasi OHSTh, YTO
CKOPO IIpUCOefuHUTCS K HUM. Eif moKa3anochk, YTO MOJIOZIOM BOMH AJieKca CMOTPUT Ha Hee C
coxanenueM. Korma ee nmiofu iy, oHa TOYyBCTBOBaIa 03HOO, XOTS JIETHEE COJIHIIE XOPOIIO
Iporpesio Bo3nyx. Mer nepesena B3rian Ha Anekca. OHU OCTanUCh ONHU, U OHA II0YYBCTBOBAJIa
B3BOJIHOBAHHEIN CTYK CBOETO CepAla.

Hu cnoBa He roBops, Anekc 00XBaTHI ee pyKaMu 3a Tanuio 1 6e3 Tpyma CHSJI C cefjia, CJIOBHO OHa
Oblyta TETKOM KakK MyIIMHKa. Mer Ha MrHOBEHHE 0Ka3allach MPUKATON K HEMY, U y2Ke 3HaKoMast
BOJIHA YIOOBOJILCTBUS MIPOKATUIACH IO TeTy. Ho oHa maxe He ycliesa HacJaaguThCsS 3TUM OIIyIIeHUEM,
KaK AJIeKC TIOCTaBHJI €e Ha 3eMJTIO ITofasbIie oT cebsi, Kak OynaTo O0sICs, YTO He CIePXKUTCI U
OOpYIIUT Ha Hee CBOM rHeB. Mer yOuUBHIIACh, KOT{IA MOHSIA, YTO ero ropsiyasi HEUCTOBAsI CTPACTh He
Hamyraja ee, Kak paHbliie. ETo cjioBa Mpo3By4anu OTPEIBUCTO, KakK yoap XJIbICTa:

- Ha konromnio. HemennenHo.

Mer pacceppuiach Ha TaKOU TOH B CBOM afpec U MPOsIBUJIa YIIPSIMCTBO:
- 3mech TOXKe XOPOLIO.

B rnasax Anekca CBEpKHYIM ONlaCHBEIE OTOHBKH.

- JInuOo THI MOKAEIs TYAa CBOMMHU HOTaMu, 100 g oTHecy Tebs Tyga caM. Ho MHe KaxkeTcs, TeOe He
TIOHPABUTCS, KaK 5 9TO Cesialo.

Mer Oninia Bo3MytieHa. OHa mofizkasa r'y0bl ¥ TOpAe/IMBO ABUHYJIAch B CTOPOHY KOHIOIIHHU. E¥i cTano
ToJIeTye, KOrfia OHa yBU/Ee/a ABYX KOHIOXOB, yXaXKHMBABIIUX 3a KPYITHON YEPHOM JTOMIAgbi0, KOTOPYIO
OHa BHMeJa paHsie. Ho ee o06neryenue miIniock HeTOITO.

- OcTaBbTe Hac, - MpuKa3an uM Anekc.

[TapHU B3TNISHYIH Ha HETO U TYT JKe MCUe3/H. PHIIapCTBO IeHCTBUTEIBHO YMEPJIO0, TogyMaia Mer,
HaOmonas, Kak OHU YIIIM, Jake He OTJISTHYBIIKCH. AJIEKC MTOMOIIEN K Hel, eTo B3TJIS/ MIPUTBO3AUIT
Mer k 3emie. Ho oH He mbITasiCcs TPUKOCHYTHCS K He. JIyyiie OB OH CXBATUII €€ 3a PYKU U
BCTPAXHYI Kak clenyeT. HeBo3MyTuMoe BEIpaxKeHUe ero ula elne 0omblle cMylano Mer, u oHa
6ecco3HaTeNIbHO OTCTYMHXIA Ha IIar.

- 4 mpenymnpexnman Te0s, 4TOOH TH He IIpecienoBana MeHs. Ecmu Ob Ha TBOeM MeCTe OblT MyXKYHHa,
OH OBIJT OB y2Ke MEPTB.

ITo MOHOTOHHOCTH €ero rojioca Mer IOHsJIa, YTO BCe OBIJIO OB UMEHHO TaK.
- B TakoM ciydae XOpOIIOo, YTO 5 XKEHIIUHA.

OueBuOHO, cefiuac OBIJIO HE caMoe TIOAXOsInee BpeMs [y capka3Ma. Y Anekca BCIBIXHYIIH T'J1a3a, U,
Cyqs TI0 TOMY, KaK B30YT'PUIMCEH MBILIITE Y HETO Ha MpeArieybe, Mer MOHsa, YTO OH CIepPKUBal
cebd U3 IIOCTIeqHUX CHUJL.
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- THI HCIILITHIBAEIIL MOE TEPIIEHKE, KPOIiKa. Pa3Be TBOS MaTh He IMpeaynpexkaana Tebs, 4YTo UTpaTh C
orHeM omacHo? - ['010c 3By4an 06MaHYUBO MATKO. - MOKHO 063KeYbCS.

- Bl mpupaeTe 9TOMy CIMIIKOM 0OJIBINIOE 3HAYEHME, - HEPBHO 0TBeTHIa Mer. - 1 cobupanachk
TI0KATaThCs [0 IMapKy U He cobupaack HUKOro npecienoBats. Ho Korpa s yBumena Bac... Bpsip mu Bel
MOKeTe 0OBUHSTh MEHS B JTIOOOIBITCTBE. B HE TOBOPUIIH, UTO MOEMIETEe KATaThCS CETOMHS.

- §1 He myMaJ1, 4TO MHe IPUAeTCs 00BSICHITHCS C BaMU I10 TIOBOMIY MOUX IIPUE30B U OTHE3M0B,
ToCII0Xa MaKKUHHOH.

Y Mer oT cMmyleHus: BCIBIXHY M 1eku. KoneuHo, oH mpaB. OH BoBCe He 00513aH MpuUrlaliaTh ee ¢
€000 unK coobIIaTh 0 CBOUX IJIaHaX. Mer He MOrjia He 3aMeTHUTh opunranbHyo Gopmy obpalieHus.
OH mBITANICS YCTAHOBUTh MEXKAY HUMHU OUCTAHIIHIO.

- Tebe He crleioBaso MOKUAATh OBOPEI], - IPOIOIIKUI Ajlekc. - 4 mymar, Tl COTTIacUiIach MPOSIBIISTh
OCTOPOXKHOCTH, TI0Ka HallaBIllie Ha Bac JTI0OX He OyayT IMOMMaHHL.

Heyxenu ero rueB oT4acTy ObIT BEI3BaH 00€CITOKOEHHOCTHIO 3a ee 0€3011aCHOCTh?

- 91 He ofiHa, MEHS COMPOBOXKOAa0T. He cTaHeTe ke Bbl MPUKOBBIBATH MEHS IETBI0 K ABOPITY 0e3
BECKOU MIPUYNHEI?

Ho3gpu Anekca pa3gyBanuch OT THEBa.

- I[lepcmekTuBa OBITH YOUTOM, TIO-TBOEMY, HE BeCKasi mpuunHa? f ckasai, 4To 6yay oXpaHsATh TeOs.
Thl He JOJIKHA MMOKUATh OBOPEL, He IPeAyIpPeauB MeHs.

['y6rr Mer pacTSHYIHUCh B IPUTOPHOM YIBIOKE.

- Ecyu Ol BRI TpeOyIIPenuIK MEHs 0 CBOUX IJIaHAaX, s1 OBl IIOJeTUIIach CBOUMH.
Anekc chenar mar K Hel HaBCTpeyy:

- He BoIHYXKOaii MeHs1, Mer.

Mer He HpaBUJIOCh 000POHATLCA. [IpUmeTCcs eMy Toxke Koe-4TO 00BSICHUTD.

- [locnymai, Anekc. Bemb Tel BoguI MeHs 3a HOC. THl flyMaJl, 1 HE BCIIOMHIO TBOEr0 4eJioBeKa I10
uMeHH Po06u? - OHa MaxHyJja pyKo# B CTOPOHY €ro Jouafgy. - My 3Toro orpoMHOro xkepebua? B
TOT [IeHb B JIeCy 9T0 ObUI THL. THI ITa]l MHE, ¥ 9 X04y 3HATh II0YEMY.

Ero genmocTs 0OKaMeHena. YCTaHOBUJIACh HEBLIHOCUMAs TUIIKMHA. OMOLMHU [IepenonHany Mer u
TOTOBHI OBINIM BBEIIIJIECHYTHCS HAPyXKy. Eif X0Tenock, 4T00bI ATIEKC TOBEPSIT €.

- TEI TOCTOSHHO YTO-TO HelOroBapuBaelb. [loueMy?

Mer cpenana HECKOJIBKO OCTPOXKHEIX IIAT'0B B €T0 CTOPOHY ¥ MSATKO IT0JIOZKUJIA PYKY Ha €ro IJIeyo,
YyBCTBYS HanpsixKeHue M. OHa cTosiza Tak 0/IM3KO0, YTO BUAea HeOOJIBIIYIO METHHY Y HETO Ha
nogbopofKe ¥ TOHKYI0 HUTOUKY ITyNibca Ha Iee. Illpam, mepecekasinuit 6poBb, Ka3ajcs 6osee
3aMeTHHIM. W cTpamHbM. M Bce ke Mer moyyBCTBOBaJIa CUJIbHOE XKeJlaHKe IIPOBECTH 10 HEMY
HaJIbIEM.

- OTO He UMeeT HUKAKOr0 OTHOIIEeHUS K Tebe, - oTpe3an AJlekc.
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- Torma moyeMy TH HE MOXKeIllb pacCcka3aTh MHe... - Y Mer gporuyn ronoc. - IToxamyicrta, Anekc.

Y Hero 4To-TO U3MEHHUIIOCH B nuile. Ha cMeHy SpoCTH IPUIIIIO HEUTO WHOe. B ero B3risame oHa
YyKTaNa OyIIeBHOE BolIHeHue. [ Ty00Ko BHYTPH ero 1ta 60psba, KOTOpyio Mer He IoHUMaa.

- [ToueMy THI He MOXKeITh OCTaBUThb BCE KaK eCTh? - ['ooc Anekca 3Bydas HEOOEIYHO XPHUILTIO.

Mer He Morya oTBeTuTh eMy. OHa faxe cebe 6osyiach npu3HaThcs B 3ToM. OHa He MOrjia OCTaBUTh
BCe KaK eCTh, IIOTOMY 4TO 60s1ach MpUHATh HeBepHOe pelneHre. OHa HauKWHala YyBCTBOBATh, UTO
eIVMHCTBEHHOE [IPAaBUJIbHOE pellleHue CTOUT cervac nepeq Hell.

- Tbl mpaBaa X04Yellb Y3HATh - IIOYEMY? - THXO Iepecipocuia Mer.

Anekc moHMMAJ, 0 4YeM OHa CIipalliiBaeT, Mer Bupena 3To 1o ero nuiy. OHa Xkfaja, CO3HaBasi, Kak
MHOTO 3HAQUMT [Ji Hee ero oTBeT. Kak CHIBHO e X0TeI0Ch, YTOOLI OH IPU3HaJI, KAKOe YyBCTBO
3apOXKIAETCS MEXKIY HUMHU.

- I[a, 4epT BO3bBMH, 1 X04Yy, YTOOBI THI OCTABHJIa MEHS B IIOKOE.

Y Mer o6opBaiochk cepatie. OH He xoueT ee. ['ocrionu, Kakas oHa riynas! IIpecnenoBaTs MyXK4YuHY,
KOTOPHIM HUYEro o0IIero He X04eT UMeTh C Hell. Mer OTBepHYJIach, He XkKejasi, YTOOB OH BUMEI, KaK
el O0JIBHO CIIBIIIATH €T0 CJIOBA.

Anexkc BEIDYTAJICA. Mer HHUYEro He yCIieJia IOHATh, KdK OKa3adJlaCh B €TI0 06'BHTI/IHX, u ero I"Y6BI C
HEHACBHITHOM KaJHOCTHIO BIIMJIKCE B €€ PoOT.

Mer OnlsIa HEIIPEKJIOHHA, OKa3biBasi Ha HETO TAKO€ JaBJIEHNE, KaKO€ HUKTO PAHLBIIE HUKOI'Ta HE
OKa3bIBajl. Y HEro eaBa He JIOIIHYJIO TEPIIEHNE.

C Toro camMoro MOMeHTa, KaK OHa BheXajla Ha IMOCTOSIJIEIE IBOP, C BEICOKO IIOMHSATOM TOJIOBOM 1
YIIPSIMO B3NEPHYTHIM 0A00POIKOM, AJTEeKC Besl HallpsSKeHHY0 BHYTPeHHI0I0 60pb0y. BoppOy Mexmy
JKeJTaHHeM U CYPOBOH MeHCTBUTEIBLHOCTRI0. OH XOTEN TO, UTO HUKOIIa He MOT IIOIyYHTh.

Iaxe MPoCcTo cMOTPeTh Ha Mer eMy 6by10 60/1bHO. COJIHIIE TIO30JI0THUIIO €€ BOJIOCH M HAIlOTHUIIO
IIPO3PayvHyI0 KOXKY MATKHAM PO30BEIM OTTEHKOM. MICKyCHO yJI02KeHHbIe KalllTAHOBLIE JTOKOHHI
OKpyXKasu 0osbIne 3efieHble ria3a. Ee poT cBomun Anekca ¢ yMa. OH XOTeT 1[eJI0BaTh €To [0 TeX
II0p, TTI0Ka OH caM He PacKpOeTcsl eMy HaBCTpeuy B 6€3yMHOM KeJlaHUHU.

U Bce ke sTpOCTb AepaKaJja o[ KOHTPOoJIeM ero yyBcTBa. OHa OTIpaBUIach 3a HUM CJIE[OM U CHOBA
BMeIanack B ero fgena. OH cobuparcst MPOsIBUTL XKECTKOCTh, YOEOUTHCS, YTO OHA MOJTOKUT KOHEI]
CBOEMY TJIyIIOMY ITOUCKY LIeJTA €T0 UCTUHHOTO IIpebbiBaHus pu ABope. OOHUM CBOMM HEOCTOPOXKHBEIM
CJIOBOM OHa MOTJIa BCE Pa3pyILIUTh.

Ho 6onp B rimazax Mer octaHoBuia Ajekca.

B Kako0#i-TO MOMEHT eMy [aXKe 3aX0TeJIOCh PacCcKa3aTh eii, IoYeMy AJIS HeTo 3TO TakK BaxHo. [TogeMy
eMy HeoOXomuMo cpenaTh 3T0. Ho pamu Hee, fa u pagu ce0si, AlIeKC He MOT TaK MOCTYIUThb. OTO
IIOCTAaBUT Ha HEM KJIEUMO IIpefaTess.

Mer mymara, 4TO OH CpaxXaeTcs 3a 30JI0TO, HO 3TO OBIZIO OYeHb JajieKo OT mpaBpbl. OH cpaxa’cs 3a
CIIpaBeINBOCTh. 3a XKU3Hb. 3a 3eMJII0, KOTOpas IpHHafsiexasa ero Kjiany MHOTO IoKojeHui. Ho
KpoMe 00pbOBI, OH HIYEero He yMenl. OH He MOT [IaTh i TO, YTO OHA XOTesa.
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Ho oHa cTosia 3mech, HeBEPOSITHO KpacuBasi, ¢ 00JIbI0 B I'1a3aX, ¥ AJlIeKC He MOT cepxkaTth cebs. [Ipu
IIepBOM ITPUKOCHOBEHUU K ee ry6aM AJleKC 3aCTOHAJI, HAc/laXkOasiCh YTOHUYEHHOM CBEKECTHIO,
KOTOPYIO HEBO3MOKHO Ob1710 3a0bITh. Ceparie Mer B3BOJTHOBAHHO CTYYaJsIo PSIAOM C ero Ipyabio. OH
XOTeJI YCMUPHUTD €e, 3aIleJI0BaTh J0 MOKOPHOCTH, BEIIYCTUTE Ha BOJIIO BUXPh CTPACTH, HO €TI0 THEB
IIepepoc B MTOTOK HEOXKUAAHHOM HexKHOCTH. OH 3acTaBuil ce0s OLITh JTACKOBHIM, 00KMBAsCh OTBETA
MSATKHUMH [IBUKEHUSIMU PTa U SI3BIKA.

Mer oOmsikna, 6yKBalbHO Tas B eT0 00baTUsAX. [Tanbiel AlleKca 3alyTalkCh B IIEIKOBUCTOM IayTUHE
BOJIOC, CTPYSIIUXCS MO criiHe Mer. JIOKOHHI OBITH ellle MSATrde, Y4eM eMy 3allOMHUIIOCh. OH YIIOBUI
JIETKUi 3armax Po3, IPa3HUBIINY €er0 YYBCTBEHHOCTD.

Ero pyka cKonb3HYJIa Jajbllle BOOJb MSATKOU JTUHUY TOAO0POKa, KOCHYJIACh MyTbCUPYIOIIEH XKUIKU
y ocHOBaHUs Iieu. [IpunogusB ee mogO0POAOK, AJleKc IIpuXarcs K ee rybaM, Haclax)aasich UxX
MEIOBHIM BKYCOM.

Ee s13bIK POOKO CKOJIb3HYJI HABCTPeUy. AJIEKC OIIYTHUI TaKOM IIPUITUB XKeJlaHus, YTO JaxKe UCIIyTracs.
Hu o yeM mpyrom, KpoMe 3TOM XPYIIKOM IEBYIIKY U CBOETO XKejlaHus 00afiaTh €10, AJIeKC He MOT
nymaTh. OH IOHSN, 4TO Mer oxBadueHa TaKUM Xe XKeJlaHHueM, Cy[s 110 CTOHaM, CJIeTaBIIUM C ee T'y0.
Arnexkc mBITanCcs gepKaTh CBOI0 CTPACTh IIOf KOHTPOJIEM, HO 3HaJI, YTO BCe 0eCIi0Ie3Ho.

Mer xouer ero.

9ToM crafKo¥ moOPOBOTbHOM KAMUTYISALIUY OH OXKHUAAJ MeHbIlle Bcero. Ero peumTenbHOCTb Oblna
IIOXOPOHEHA I10[] IOKPOBOM OCJIENIAIONIeN KapKou cTpacTu. Ee g3bIK cBomuI Anekca ¢ yMa, yBeKanl
3a co00l B BOCXUTHTENIbHEIN TaHell. Mer Npuxkasachk K HeMY, YIEIUBIINCE 3a KPeIKue I1JIedy, CJIOBHO
He MOTJIa HaCBITUTHCS €T0 IIPUCYTCTBUEM.

[Toueny# Anekca ctan 6onee HacToyuBbIM. OH XOTeJ TacKaTh ee 00HaKeHHOe IeBUYbe TeJ0, XOTeT,
yTOOBI OHA PAacKphUTack eMmy. Ero xkenanue 061afaTh €10 yXKe rpaHuduio ¢ 6esymueM. ['yOu!
CKOJIb3HYJIX K Ilee. AJIeKC TOHYJI B 3alaxe pPo3, KOTOPHIM UCTOYasIa riIagkas Markas Koxa. OH
YYBCTBOBAJ IIPUKABIIKNECS K HEMY YIPYTUe MONYKPYXKUS rpyau. EMy XoTenock TPpUKOCHYThCS K HUM
pyKamH, 1enoBaTh OeI0CHEKHYI0 KOXKY, IToKa Mer He COMAET C yMa OT CTPACTH B €70 O0BATHUSX.

Ho riy6oko B mogco3HaHUY HallOMUHANa 0 cebe MBICIb 0 TOM, YTO OH [OJIXKeH JelCTBOBaTh
OCTODPOKHO, YUUTHIBAs €€ HEBUHHOCTD U 3a60TsCh 0 cebe. OH IpeKpacHO IIOMHUJTI ee peakLUio Ha
CBOE HACTYIIJIeHUe U KaK OHa CMyllanach IOTOM. ETo pyKy CKONBb3HYIM 110 Talu#, KOCHYNIUCH KUBOTA
¥ 3aMepJii IOof IPyHAbl0. AJleKc ImoIesioBaa Mer U TOJIBKO ITI0TOM HaKpHLUI ee Ipyab pykou. OH
YyBCTBOBAJI €€ Bo30yXKeHre, OHa OpoxkKasa OT XKeJlaHus.

Anekcy X0TeJIoCh COpPBaTh C Hee IJlaThe, IPUKPHIBABIIEE €€ HATOTy, ¥ 3aPHIThCS JIUI[OM B €€ TPY[b.
OH 0CTOPOKHO KOCHYJICS COCKa, KOTOPHIN Cpa3y 3aTBEPAEN OT IPUKOCHOBEHHU S, TOUYBCTBOBAI
6one3HeHHOe HaIpPsSXKeHue IJIOTH B Maxy. YyBCTBEHHOCTh Mer Ipa3Husa ero, HameKkas Ha
CKPBIBAIOIIYIOCS IO ByaJibi0o HEBUHHOCTY CTPACTHYIO HATypy. Mo3r Anekca ©3HeMoras OT
3pOTUYECKUX (haHTa3UM.

OHa BHITHYJIaCh B €10 00BATUAX, CBOAS ero ¢ yMa. OH 1acKan ee Ipynb, YYBCTBYS, KaK KOJIOTUTCS Y
Hero II0]] TafOHbIO0 ee cepale. AleKC HaKJIOHUJICS U KOCHYJICS Ir'y0aMu 4yBCTBUTEIbHOY IIJIOTH B
BeIpe3e nuda. Mer 3acToHasA, ¥ TOJIBKO TOTMA €r0 S3bIK CKOJIb3HYII IIOM TKaHb... C KaXIbIM
IIPUKOCHOBEHMEM AJIEKCY XOTEJI0Ch OOMIBIIET0, OH XOTEN 00/1aflaTh €10 U MOJIOKUTH KOHEI] CBOUM
MYKaM.

- 'ocoxa, Yy BaC BCe B HOpﬂJIKe?
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Tonoca 3a CIMHOM BEPHYIN AJleKca K NeMCTBUTEIbHOCTH. JTO OBINTK NMogu Mer, u AJleKC OTIIATHYICS
Ha3af, ITpepBaB mnouenyit. Mer Ovlla IOpakeHa He MEHbIIE ero.

- 41 3mecs, - OTKJIMKHY/IaCh OHa Yepe3 CEKYH[y, - BCe B IOpsAAKe. - PyKu B3METHY/INUCH K T'OJIOBE,
IBITAsICh IONIPABUTH IPUYECKy. - Celiyac uny.

AJekc crernas HeCKOJIBKO IIaroB, CHJIBHO CMYIIEHHEIH TeM, YTO IPOHUCXOIUI0 MUHYTY Ha3af. Ilepen
9THUM €T0 MePeIoIHsAIA SPOCTh, @ IIOTOM OH BAPYT CTaJl IIeJIoBaTh Mer Tak, CJIOBHO OT 3TOTO 3aBHCETIA
JKU3HL. TAKOr0 C HUM ellle He OBLIO.

Mer noBepHYyack, COOGMPAsICh YXOOUTL, HO OH OCTAHOBUII €€.

- BepHerbcst co MHOM. - OH OymeT 3amuInaTh ee. [laxke COTHS JTIOOeH PSOoM C Hell He YCIIOKOUT ero
TPEBOTYy, He TOBOPS y2Ke 0 TOU TOPCTKe, KOTOPYIO OHAa B3sijla B KAYECTBE CONIPOBOXKAEHUS. - [[0TOBb
CBOM OTpSf, ST BEPHYCh COBCEM CKOPO. - OH HOJIzKeH 3aKOHYUTEL CBOM fienia ¢ Po66u. - Mer! - Ona
o0epHynach, - Pa3roBop He 3aKOHYEH.

Onu exanu monya, Mer Bnepenu, Anekc U ee JII0au 4yTh c3agu. CTpacTh OCThUIA, U Mer 4yBCTBOBajla
cMylleHne. AleKc 3asiBUJI, YTO XO04UeT, YTOOHI ero OCTaBUJIM B ITIOKOE, HO TIOTOM IIoliesioBas ee. U He
IIPOCTO IIOLIEJI0BAJI, & CJIOBHO [IOCTaBUJI Ha Hel CBOIO [Te4aTh. JTOT IOLeNIyX IIepeBePHYII BCIO AyIIy,
3acTaBuB XKeJaTb Oonbiero. [IpebuiBast B ero 00bATUSX, Mer 4yBCTBOBaJjIa, YTO AJleKC IpUHAIeXkKal
en. Ho 3aueM OH MbITaeTCs OTTONKHYTH ee?

OTBeTOB OT ANleKca OHa He MONy4YuT. ModyaHue OBIJI0 OTyIUTENbHEIM. OHU eXallu yKe MOYTH
Imojyaca, a OH CKa3al BCero HeCKOJIbKO HAYEro He 3HayallliX CJIOB. Mer cropasa OT XKeJlaHus
BO300HOBUTH MPEAbIYINN Pa3roBop, Kak u rpo3usics: Ajmekc. HeyxKenu oH 00 CUX TIOP CEPOUTCS?
OHa 0CTOPOXKHO B3TJISIHYJIa HAa HETro U3-1of pecHull. Het, 4epThl nMuila ceiyac cMATYUINUCh. OH OBbLI
BenuKoJeneH. [lonyneHHOe CONHIE UTPajio B €r0 30JI0TUCTHIX BOJIOCAX, IIOPA3UTEJIbHO
KOHTPACTUPYIOUIKUX C 3arOPeJior KoxKel. AJleKC ObII CAaMBIM KPACUBHIM MYKUYMHOM, KOTOPOTO OHA
KOrma-mu0o BCTpeydara.

CYJIH I10 TOMY, KaK OH OT'JIAOBIBAJICA BOKPYT, Mer 3HaJIa: 9TOT YEeJI0BEK I'OTOB K JII00BIM
HEOXKHUTaHHOCTSIM. M BCe Ke ceryac OH He OBLTT TaK HaIIPpSA2KeH, KaK PaHbIIe. Bo3MmoxkHO, IIOTOMY 4YTO
HaXO0OuJICA JaJIEKO OT KOPOJIEBCKOI'0O ABOPaA, ITogyMalla Mer.

- KpaCI/IBO, HpaBna? - 06paTI/IJ'IaCB K HEMY Mer, YKa3bIBad Ha IPHUYYOJIMBEIE YTECHL 1 CTPAHHOT'O B4
IIJIOCKYIO I'OPY Ha 3allafe. - llanee HE BEPUTCA, 4YTO MBI COBCEM O/TH3KO OT AgBOpIia.

Anexc cornacHo KHUBHYII.

- BoH Ta Gosbinas BepiHa Ha3kiBaeTcs «Tpon ApTypa». Korga-To oHa HasbiBanack «TpoHOM
Jlyynuka». U moHATHO noyeMy. OHa 10X0kKa Ha BBICTYII, C 3TOM TOYKU OTKPHIBAETCS BEJIMKOJIEIIHBIN
0630p. Y mo0ass MuIieHb KakK Ha JIQOHH.

- B 3Ty MHHYTY 0 CTpaxax ¥ MUILIEHSX X04eTcs 3a0bITh. 3MeCh TaK 3aMedaTelIbHO, - IPOoIIIeITana
Mer. - Jaxe KaXeTcs, YTO JIOM He TaK majeko.

Amnekc mIMpoKo yIbIOHYICS. Mer Ka3aiock, YTO ee OCBETHII JIy4Y COHIA. JTa YIsI0Ka H3MEHUIIa JIUII0
Anexca. OH BHIJISIIENT 0YapOBATEIbHO IOHEIM, KaK OeCIIeYHBI Maab4ynilnKa. HaBepHoe, OH 1 OBII
TaKHUM, ITI0Ka BOKMHA U CypoBas XKU3Hb HE 03KECTOYHUIIU €ro.

- Ckyuaets 110 Ckaw? - CIpocui Ajekc.
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-ATH pa3se HeT? 4 CKy4adlO I10 BCEMY, YTO TaM €CTh. ITo 3BYKaM BOJIBIHKH, II0 B€49€PaM Y KaMHHad, I10
3allaXy MOps4, I10 JIOAKAM, Ka4YalOIMXNMCA Ha BOJIHAX. - Mer y.TIBI6HYJ'IaCB. -Hmo 3allaXy CEeJIedKH.

- Bce 9T0 - cCMMBOJIE Halllel XU3HY, KOTOPEIE KOPOJIb AxoB CTPEMUTCA PA3PYIIUTE. - Anekc He
CTapaJICAd CKPBITE CBO€ BOSMVYIIIEHHUE. — Ilaxe Halll I3bIK HEIIPUATEH KOPOJIIO U CIIY2KUT eMy €eIlle
OOHHM JOKa3aTeJIbCTBOM HalllerO «BapBapCTBa».

- 91 6010Ch, YTO KJIAHBHI IIOTEPAIT CBOIO IIPE2KHIOI0 CUILy, — C COKaJIEeHneM OTMETHIIa Mer.

Anrnusd. Bpar [loTnangyuu Ha NPOTSAXKEHUH MHOTUX BEKOB. A Telleph €1 yIpaBIisi LIOTIaHael,.
3abaBHas UPOHUS CYyObOBI, BO3MOXKHO, HO CTaphle MPeapacCyIKu U CTaphle MPUBLIYKY TPYIHO 3a0BITh.
Tenepd y Koposst OBITIM CPECTBA IPOBOAUTH IIOJIUTUKY IIPOTUB TEX, KOI0 OH Ha3bIBajl BApBapaMHu.

- OTOro HeJlb3sl OOMYCTUTD.

[TeIn B €ro rojoce mpuBieK BHEMaHue Mer. OHa IIOBepPHYJIach, YTOOB ITIOCMOTPETh Ha HETO. ITOTO
YyeJi0BeKa MHTEPECOBaIX He TOJIbKO OuTBH. OH OBLT BOBJIEUEH B ITOIUTUKY Iopa3mo 60sblile, yeM
MOTJIO Ka3aTbcsi. OTBeT AjleKkca OblJT TUIIMYHBEIM IJISI COOTeYeCTBEHHUKOB Mer. OHa 4YyBCTBOBAJIa €0
pPa304apoBaHHOCTD MTOIUTUKOM KOPOJis, HO He MeHee XOPOIIo TOHUMaJlla, Kak TPY[HO IIEePEeIOMUTh
cnoxusimecs peanuu. OHa MHOTO pa3 o0cyxKpana 3To ¢ [[xkenMu u Inu3aberT.

- 9IK0B Teneps KOPOJb AHININY, a He TONbKO IlloTnanguu. Y Hero ABa CUILHBIX IIPABUTENILCTBA IO
pykoii. BracTs riaB kiiaHOB ype3aHa. HpaButcs Tebe, AneKkc, Wi HET, HO OHA HUYEro He MOTYT
crenarhb.

Anekc IIOCMOTPEJI Ha Hee TaK, CJIOBHO OHa Oblna enBa 1 He HpeﬂaTeHBHI/IHefl.

- Kak THI MOXKellb paccyxkaaTh Tak QPuiIocopCcKu, TakK CIIOKOMHO O TAKKWX BaXKHHIX Bellax? Pa3Be Te6s
He 3a00THUT TBOM [OM, TBOH JIIOOHM?

Ero rosoc 3BeHen OT cTpacTu u yoexaenusi. Ho ¢ Kakux 3TO IIOp HaeMHOTO BorHa OECIIOKOUT
nonuTuKa? OH 4YTO - YJieH napiaMeHTa?

- Koneuno, 3a00THUT, - POBHEIM TOHOM OTBeTuIa Mer. - 4 miobio ropuyio IlloTmaHouio u Bce, 4TO C
HeWl cBsg3aHO0. Ho Kak »Ke He YYUTHIBATh PEAIbHOCTH? MBI JOJIKHBI KCKATh HOBEIE PEIIEHUS C KOPOJIEM
AKOBOM, NHa4Ye MOXKEM 3aKOHYUTh, KaK MaKIperopkl.

- YTo TH 3Haellb 0 Makrperopax?
Mer yguBuiach TOPIYHOCTU ero rojoca. OH pearupoBas Tak, CJIOBHO OHa YHUA3WIIA €T0 JIMYHO.

- [TocTaTO4YHO AJIg TOT0, YTOOH! 3HATH, YTO OHU 00pedYeHkl. KOpoib UK UX 3eM/IH U JaxKe UMeHN.
3a HUMHU OXOTSITCS, U OHY BHIHYKIEHBI XKUTh U3TOSIMU, YTOOH He MMOTUOHYTh. - AJIEKC IIRITAJICS He
TIOKa3bIBaTh 3TO, HO Mer BuAena, YTO KaXXOoW KIeTOYKON CBOET0 Tejla OH OTBEPraj TO, YTO OHa
TIBITAJIaCh €My BHYIIUTD. - 1 3HAI0 OCTATOYHO, YTOORI TOHSTh, YTO, ECJIU MBI HE HageM crocoba
yKUBaAThCSA C KOPOJIeM, Hallli KJIaHHl IIOCTUTHET TaKas Xke y4acTh, Kak 1 Makrperopos. Pa3se 3emnu
TBOUX OpaTheB yKe He KOHDUCKOBAHEI?

Amnekc Tak Kpemnko cxaJl TOBOMbs, YTO V HEro 1modesenn KOCTOYKY IasiblieB. BhIIO BUOHO, UTO eMy He
XOTEJIOCh COTJIAIIAThCS C HEeH.

- Ia, Kopoyb KOB BO MHOI'OM npeycnes. Ho Hukoraa He nony4duT [laHBeraH.
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- XoTenoch O Tak AyMaTh. Bemb cynb6a MakKMHHOHOB CBsI3aHa C CyObO0OM Opyrux KinaHoB Ha Ckae.
Ecnu [lanBeraH mafeT, [JaHKWH TOXe OKAXKeTCs B OMAacCHOCTH. f He xouy, 4ToOwl CKa¥ cTasnl
cnenyoumM JIbIorucoM, 4ToOb KOPOJIb KOJIOHU3UPOBA HAIITy 3€MJTIO JKUTEISIMU PAaBHUHEL.

- JTOTO HE 6YI[eT, - THXO0, HO TBEPAO CKa3all Anexc.

Mer efBa ycrblliana ero, HO 10 TOHY €r0 rojioca MOHsJa, YTO OH He JocKa3all YTO-TO OYeHb BaXKHOeE.
Amnekc pe3Ko OTBEPHYJICS OT Hee, CHOBA MBITasICh BO3BECTH MEXKIY HUMU CTEeHY. Besikuii pa3, Korma
Mer uyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO OHU CTaNX OKMKe OPYT OPYTY, OH oTCcTymnasa. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa He MO3BOJIUT
€My 3TO CeJlaTh.

- ThI Tak CTPaCTHO IepeXkKUBaellb 3a CBOU 0M, HO IIPU 3TOM CpazXaelllbCd B BOMHAaX 3a KOTr'0-TO
OPyroro...

- 4l ycTan oT TBOUX BOIIPOCOB. - AJIeKC IT0Kayasl rojIoBOM, ¥ B YTOJIKaX pTa MeJIbKHYJIa yIbiOKa.
- I'me, THI rOBOPUIIIL, CpaXkKancs?

FYGBI Amnekca cxXKamnuch B TOHKYIO JINHHIO, U II0 9TOU peakKnuun Mer noHsIa, 4YTO OHA HpI/I6J'II/ISI/IJ'IaCI:> K
YeMy-TO BaXKHOMY [JId Hee.

- {1 HUYero He rOBOPUIL.

- Hy xopo1uo, 1 Bce-Taku r'ie Thl CpaXaics?

- IloBcropy, - HeollpeneIeHHO BeIpa3uycs AJleKC, faBas IOHATh, YTO €My He HPaBsITCS €€ BOIIPOCHL.
Mer pemnna U3MEHUTh TAKTUKY:

- THI faBHO He OBLI qoMa?

- [louTu Tpu roga.

- Ho mouemy? - Mer He npencTaBiisiiia, KaK MOXKHO OCTaBUTh IOM Ha TaKOU JOJITUU CPOK.

- MHe npuuinoce yexaTts Ha BpeMs.

- ITocme TIOPbMBI?

- Cpasy xe. - B ero roioce 4yBCTBOBAJIOCh HEIOBOJILCTBO, OH SIBHO HE XOTEJI TOBOPUTDL 00 3TOM. -
[Tocne ocBOOOXKIEeHYS BepPHYIICS B [laHBeraH Ha BpeMsi, YTOOH MMOGEITHE TaM BMECTO GpaTa, KOTOPOTO
TI0 TPUKa3y KOpoJis yaepxkuBan Apraisn. Kopons ObI1 paccepkeH Bpaxiol MexXay KilaHaMu. Popu
BEPHYJICS, U BCKOpE IIOCJIe TOro, Kak oH o0pyunsics ¢ M3abens, s yexar.

HackonbKo IpaBOuBEH CITyXX O €ro ccope ¢ 6paTom?

- Ho nouemy THI yexan?

AJekc noxar mnjaedaMu:

- [Ipumno BpeMs no6uThCA 4ero-Hubynb camoMy. Beliu cBoM fena.

Kaxercs, Mer HaunHaa IOHUMAaTh. TaKOX 4esloBeK, KakK AJIeKC, He CTaHEeT XHUTh B TEHU [APYIroro
yernoBeka. OH - Nugep, ¥ eMy Hafo ObIJI0 cCaMOMY 3aBOeBaTh I0JI0kKeHUe B o0mecTBe. Ho oHa

Cepaue He JKeT 94 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

YyBCTBOBAaJIa, YTO AJIEKC MHOTOT'0 HE JOTrOBapuBaeT. YTo Ke 3aCTaBUII0 €T0 IIOKUHYTE IOM ¥ CEMBIO?
YTo ymepzKuUBaJo Ha PACCTOSIHUM OT Mer, Melllasi CAelaTh PeIlaouii mar K cOnmxKeHuto?

- Twl HaIIEN TO, 4TO MCKan? - TUXO crupocuna Mer. OH JOITO CMOTpEN Ha Hee.
- IToxka HerT.

Y Mer ynao cepaiie. 9To ObII0 MpeaynpeXkaeHre - He YCepACTBOBATh B PACCIPOCAX.
MHOCKa3aTeNbHEIN CII0CO0 HaMeKHYTh eH, YTOOH iepKaiach Ha PACCTOSHUM, YTO Y HUX HET
6ynymero. Ho, mo4yBcTBOBaB HOMWINY0 60b B TPyOu, Mer 3amomo3puia, 4YT0O 9TO MpeayIpexRaeHre
ITPO3BYYAJIO CITUIIKOM TIO3[HO.

Temeps OHU eXa¥ B TEHU IEPEBLEB, I7Ie ObIJI0O HAMHOTO POXJIafiHee. B mepcTsiHOM IIaThe, B
KOTOPOM ellle HECKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3af ObI7I0 XKapKo, Tereps OBUI0 BeCbMa KOM(POPTHO. XOTS [0
3aKaTa 0CTABAJIOCh eIlle HECKOJIBKO YacoB, 3MeCh Hapui Mpak. Ciabbie CONHEYHEIE JIyYd HE MOTJIH
IIPOHUKHYTh CKBO3b T'YCTYIO KPOHY [I€PEBLEB.

Mer B3moXHYJIa, IPUAS B YHEIHKE OT CJI0B Anekca. OHa rity6ke ycesach B Cefijie, YyBCTBYS YCTaIOCTh
1 6eCIoOKONCTBO. XOTEIOCh OTHOXHYTh ¥ 00yMaTh BCe, UTO OHA yCIIbIIana. B omHOM oHa Obina
yBepeHa: AJIeKC He TIPOCTO HaeMHBIN BOWH, 3a KOTOPOTO OH BhIgaBasl ce0s Ipu OBOPE.

Bcsikuii pas, Korfla OHa cCMOTpesa Ha Ajiekca, cepalle B3BOJTHOBAHHO CTy4asio B rpynou. Tem Goree
Heo6XoouMO KakK MOXKHO CKOpee Y3HaTh O HeM BCIO ITpaBfy.

Anekc He 00U IPUCTAJILHOTO BHUMaHHUS K CBoel nmepcoHe. OH YyBCTBOBaJI pa304apoBaHHOCTL Mer,
HO He MOT PaCKpHITh Iepe[] Hel Bce KapThl, OBITh J0 KOHIIA OTKPOBEHHEIM.

- A 181, Mer? THI HalllJIa, YTO MCKaia?
Mer cocpefmoTouYuiachk ¥ IIocTapasiach, YTOOH ee TOI0C MPO3Byyal CIIOKOMHO:

- Bo3MoxkHO, HO 5 MOJIKHA elle yOemuThCcs B 3ToM. OT MOero pelleHus: 3aBUCUT Cyab0a KilaHa.
[ToaTOoMy OMMOUTHCS MHE HUKAK HEJb34.

- TToxoxe, TBOM OTeI[ BO3JlaraeT Ha Te0s OoblIne Haoexk /bl - AJIeKC 3agyMYUBO ITOCMOTPeN Ha Mer.
- OH noBepsieT MHe, - B3JOXHYyJla Mer, - cuuTaeT, YTO S BCerfa IPUHKUMAal0 IIpaBUIbHbIE PELIeHHUS.
OHa He XBaCTaJlaCh, IPOCTO KOHCTAaTHPOBasa GakT, ¥ 3TO 6€CIIOKOUIIO AjleKca.

- He cnumkoM nu Ts:Kenast HOIa OIS MOJIOmOM I[eBy'H.IKI/I? 4 crhmllan, 94To TH YZXKe IIPAaKTH49eCKNn
YIIPpaBJId€lllb 3€eMJISIMHU KJIdaHa.

- Oter OombIlle HUKOMY HeE [OBepsieT. - Mer caenana nay3sy. - TH ciblan o MoeM Opate?
AJleKC KUBHYVIIL.

- Hy KoHeuHoO, cnbllan, - FOpbKo cka3ana Mer. - OCTpOB MaJleHbKUH, JIIOAU JII00ST IOCIIJIETHUYATD.
Moii 6paT cTaHeT r'JaBOM KjlaHa, a s CTaHy BO BCEM MOANEPKUBATH €ro. Y Moit MyXk ToxKe.

- THl yXe Halllla TOAXOASIIEr0 MyXKUKUHY Ha 3Ty POJIb?

- Her, - kopoTko otBeTuna Mer. - ToT, KT0 nopoiifeT [JlaHKKWHY, IOAOUAET U MHE.
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Amnekc Bugesn, 4TO OHa BOJIHYE€TC, CJIOBHO CBOMMHM BOIIPOCAMHU OH KOCHYJICA TOI'O, O YeM OHa He
X0TeJla TOBOPHUTH. Ho oH co3HaBai, 4TO 6JIM30K K MTOHHMAHUIO COKPOBEHHBEIX YyasgHu Mer.

- A Kak Xe TMYHOE CYacThe?

Y Mer nokpacHenu Ieku, AJleKC 3aMeTHII CEPOUTHIM OIeCK B ee Tila3ax.

- Tl He moHUMaeIb! - BugumMocTs caMoo01agaHus mpomaia.

- Yero s He nnoHuMaio, Mer?

- f He MOTy IIOOBECTH CBOUX JIIOJIEH, - C KapoM IpousHecsa Mer. - OHU pacCUYUTHIBAIOT Ha MEHS.

Anexkc IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK BazKHO [OJid Hee JeJlaTh TO, YTO «IIPAaBUJIBHO», YTO OT HEE XKOYT. IToxoxe,
JINYHOE CHaCThe O0CTaBaJIOCh [OJIsd Hee I'le-TO Ha IIoCJIeJHEM MeCTe.

Bpopyr ero BHUMaHNe IPUBJIEK KAKOU-TO 3BYK, JOHOCUBIIUUICS CIIpaBa. AJIeKC HACTOPOXKUIICS, EMY He
HPaBUJIOCh 3T0. YT0-TO ObITI0 He TaK. OH MOJHS PYKY, IPUKa3bIBasi BCEM OCTaHOBUTHCS.

- Uto ciyuyunocs? - cipocuna Mer.

- MHe 4TO0-TO MOCJIBIIIANI0Ch. - AJIEKC 3aMep, IPUCIYIINBasCh. [ToroMm o6Bvexan Mer u BCTan BIIepenu,
daB 3HaK €€ JII0OAM OKPYZXKHUTH CBOIO ITIOJOIIEYHYIO.

Boxpyr cTosia HeoOkYHAs TUIIKHA. [lo4T cTeMHesnmo. OHU eXajy 10 Y3KOW TPOIMHKE B CAMO
rycTo# 4acTu neca. OTIMYHOe MeCTO HJIS...

BHe3anHO AeKkc yChnbIIan CBUCT CTPEI B BO3OyXe.
Hamnapenwne!
I'maBa 11

- [IpurHucs! - KpUKHYI AJIEKC, yCIIEB HAaKJIOHUTD I'0JIOBY Mer [1o TOro, Kak OYKBaJIbHO B HECKOIBKUX
[ro¥Max OT Hee IIPOCBUCTETIA CTPEA.

Anexc mepeBen OyX, YyBCTBYS, YTO 3a 9TH MIHOBEHHS ITOCTapel JIeT Ha JBaAuaTh. CTperna mposieTena
Ha OITacHOM paccrosiuuu. Ho cefiuac Hamo OBIIO IIOAYMATh O TOM, KAaK BEIOPAThCS OTCIOHA KUBHIMH.
Cyns o 06CTaHOBKE, IIAHCOB Y HUX ObIJI0O HEMHOTO.

Anekc OBICTPO OLIEHHJI CUTYAIHIO.

Iaxe ecnu OB OH 0XKHUIAN HaMageHus:, 0aHOUTHI, €CNTX 9TO OBIIM OHU, BEIOpAIX OTIMYHOE MECTO MIJIsSt
3acapbl. AleKC ITOYyBCTBOBAJ OMACHOCTh, HO CJIUIIIKOM IO3OHO, YTOOH YKPHITHCS B 0€30IIacHOM
MecTe. ETo He ycrokauwBasa MBICJIb, YTO OH OKa3aJCs IIpaB, MpeaBups yrpo3y ansg Mer. Oco6eHHO
Teleph, KOTraa yepes lapy MUHYT UM IIPEeACTOUT CpaxKaThCs 3a CBOU KU3HU.

OnuH BOMH U3 CONIPOBOXAEHUS Mer COCKOJIb3HYII C JIOIIAaAy, U3 XKUBOTa Y HETO TOpYasa CTpena.
Anekc yxe HAYeM He MOT eMy IoMOYb. Ecyiu OBl OH He yMep cefdac, 3TO BCe PaBHO CIIYYUIIOCH ObI
ckopo. OcTanock IBa 4YejloBeKa U COBCeM HeOO0JIbIIoe MeCTO AJIs MaHeBPOB. AJIeKC IOHUMAJI, YTO Y
HEero eCTh TOJIbKO HeCKOJIbKO MIHOBEHUH [J151 IPUHATHS pPellleHus], Hade OHU OyIyT YHUYTOXKEHB
OOVH 3a APYTHM.

Ero 3axBaTuo omyineHue 0113K0oro cpaxenus. OH yMall TOIbKO O TOM, KaK 3aluTUTh Mer u yOuTh
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7000T0, KTO TIOCMEET yTPOXKaTh ed. AJIeKCY Haxke He Hafo OBbLJIO OTJISIOLIBATHCS BOKPYT, YTOOH
TIOHSITh, YTO OHM B Ocajie. Ero mepBeIM XeTaHueM OBIJI0O Ha OTPOMHOM CKOPOCTH MOMBITATHECS 000UTH
OKpYKeHUe WU ITPoOUThCS Yepe3 Hero ¢ 6oeM. Ecnu Ov1 Anekc OBLI OOWH, OH chelian Okl UMEHHO
tak. Ho oH He uMen mpaBa pucKoBaTh Mer. BepxoM Ha jomaay oHa OyneT abcomoTHO Oe33alrTHA.
Emy mpupeTcst TMKBUAMPOBAThL HallaflaBIINX 110 OGHOMY, HO He 3[IeCh.

HackonbpKo Mor cymuTh AJIEKC, BOKPYT HUX PaCChIIagoch YeI0BeK IecTb. MM Heo6XomumMo yUTH C
OTKPBITOTO ITPOCTPAHCTBA U yBJIeYb 3a COO0M HalafaBIInX, He JaBasg UM BO3MOXKHOCTH
BOCIIOJTh30BATLCS JIyKaMH.

- Criepy#iTe 3a MHOM, - TpUKa3asl AJIeKC CBOMM JIIOMSIM, TIOTOM 00paTuics K Mer: - I[IpUrHu ronoBy H
He BbIe3Kall BIIEpe[, 0CTaBalCs 3a HAlllUMU criuHaMu. - OH 3HaJI, 4To Mer HalyraHa, I03TOMY
TIocTapascs, YToOBl ero rojloc 3By4das CIIOKONHO U yBepeHHO. OH OBl 0Y€Hb XOTeJI, YTOOH Y HeTo OBII0
BpPEMsI YCIIOKOUTH ee, HO KaXKfas CeKyHma mpeObiBaHus Ha OTKPHITOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE MOTJIa CTOUTH UM
KU3HMU.

[TpeHebperast 0macHOCThI0, AJTIEKC HEIPHYTI B IEPEBbSI, HAMIesICh, UTO IYYHUKY He 0XKHUIAIOT JT000BOM
ataku. OH oka3asics npas. OOuH U3 HUX YCIIEJ y2Ke OOCTaTh CTPelly, HO AJIEKC C ITIOMOLIBI0 KJleruMopa
«yCIOKOUI» ero. YesioBeK 13 oxpaHil Mer yOpan elie ogHoro. Kpuk Mer npenynpenus ero o
MeCTOHaX0XKIeHUHU TpeThero OaHguTa. AsiekKc 06epHYyJICs, HO He YCIlell IPeAyIpeauTh CUTbHLIM yaap
Meda HEerofisisi B OTKPBITHIN JIeBhIM 00K. OH IMMOYTH He TTOYYBCTBOBAJ 00JIM, XOTS TAKEJI0€e Ie3BUe
3allenuiIo HecKoabKo pebep. He pa3myMeiBasi, OH BOH3UII CBOM Med IIPSIMO B Cepfille HallafaBIIIero.
Takyio MIrHOBEHHYIO peaKIIiio OH npruobpest 3a MHOTHEe TOb TPEHUPOBOK.

Yrpo3sa ¢ 9To¥ CTOPOHH OblNIa YCTpaHeHa. MM He IpUAETCS XKOaTh HanageHus c3agu. Cutyamnus Obiia
II0-TIPeKHEMY PUCKOBAHHOM, HO He Oe3HafekHOM. Hago HeMHOTO U3MEHUTh TaKTHUKY.

[Tonumasi, 4To yTomaau OYOyT TOIBKO MEUIaTh UX OBUXKEHUIO U JelaTh U3 HUX KPYIIHbIE MUIIIEHHU B
TYCTOM Jiecy, AJleKC CIEIIUICs U ITpuKa3ajl CoeaTh 9To ApyruM. OH 3HaJ, YTO Y HUX HEMHOT'O
BpEMEHMU [0 CIIeAyIolel aTaKu.

Anekc My4UTENIbHO AyMaJ 0 Ipo3siuielr Mer omacHOCTH, HO He MOT II03BOJIUTEL ce0e OTBIIEKaThCS
TOJIBKO Ha 3TU MBICTHU. Celidac eMy noTpebyeTcs Bce ero 60eBoe UCKYCCTBO, €CJIA OHU XOTST BHIKUTE.
OH ocMoTpesCcS BOKPYT, YTOOB HAUTH A1l Mer MecTo, I'lie MOXKHO crpsitaTbcsa. Ho Bpems
nepenbIlKy ucTeks10. OH CIblIIan npubnuKeHne Bparos.

- CHpH‘-IBCE[ 3a JepeBo. - Anexc YKa3al Mer Ha camoe TOJICTO€E JepeBo BONM3M. - Jlomamen
I/ICHOJ'Ib3y171 B Ka4€eCTBE IIUTa.

- Ho, Anexkc...

OH crpllIan, KakK APOKUT ee T'oJIoC.

- He 6ecnokoiics, moporas. 4 He 03BOJII0, YTOOH C TOGOM YTO-TO CITYUUIIOCE.
- fI He 3a ce0s 6eCIIOKOIOCH.

Arnekc nmocMoTpesn Ha Hee. breqHoe HanpsxKeHHOe UL0, pacllipeHHbIe OT cTpaxa ria3a. OHa
6ostachk 3a Hero. YTo-To B3BOJIHOBAHHO II€BEIbHYJIOCh Y Hero BHyTpH. OH MOJHST ee TT0g00PO0K U
npuxaics K rybam Mer.

- Co MHO¥ Bce OyHeT X0polIo, - IPOoIIemnTan oH. - Uau.
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EMy He X0TeJIoCh OTIYCKATh ee OT ce0s1, Ho BhIOopa He OBI0. AJIeKC ITofas 3HaK TOTOBHOCTH CBOUM
miofsiM. TTomHSIB BEICOKO HaJl TOJIOBOM CBOM Med, OH M37ajl 00eBOM KIHY ¥ KUHYJICS HaBCTPEUY
paHOuTaM.

HMx okazasnoch 0osbile, yeM npepmnosarain Anekc. Eille 4enoBek ecsiTb, KPOME TEX TPOUX, KOTOPHIX
oHu younu. K cyacTbio, OHU OBUIM He OYeHb XOPOILIO0 OPraHU30BaHHHL. [I0Ka OHYM BHIKPUKUBAJIU
KOMaH/IH ¥ 3aHUMAaIU I03UNUI0, AJIeKC Hadall CBOOUThH C HUMU CUETEHL C IIOMOLIBI0 CBOET0 KIerMopa
¥ IVPKa OOHOBPEMEHHO.

HukTO M3 HamagaBIIKX He TI0Ka3ajcsd eMy 3HaKOMBIM. HeCMOTpPsI Ha JIOXMOTbSI, B KOTOPHIE OHU OBLIH
HapsiKeHbl, AJTIeKC cerna BEIBOI, YTO Ilepel] HUM HaeMHbIEe BOMHEI, IIepPeofieThie B 0aHOUTOB. ANIEKC
3HaJI, KaK BRITJIAAAT U3T0H, @ Y 9TUX JII0fel He ObIIO BheBIENCS B KOXKY I'PSI3U U CaXkH, 3a0UBIIEN
BCe mopkl. Mx omexma Obinia rpy0oii u TPSI3HOM, HO OpyKKe, KOTOPHIM OH ITOIYYHII yaap B 00K, OBIIO
M3TOTOBJIEHO MACTEPOM CBOETO fiefia. A TJIaBHOE, Y 9THX JTIofiel He OBIIO 3aTPaBI€HHOI'0 B3TJIS/IA,
KaKO¥ OT/JIMYaJl BCeX TeX, KOT0 UCKaJY U IpecienoBanu. Het, 3To Obliv HaeMHbIe youue. U, cyms
10 UX YHCJIIEHHOCTH, Ha 3TOT pa3 OHU PEIINIU He MPOUTPLIBATE.

Ho onu He paccuuTteiBanu Ha Anekca. C IepBEIMU [IBYMS OH CIIPaBUJICA JIETKO. 3allUTHUKAM Mer
IPUXOAUIIOCH TyTO. Elle mBoe 6aHAUTOB MPHUOMU3UINCE K AJIeKCy, He HaBas eMy NIPUMTH Ha ITOMOIIb
opyruM. [Ipuiiocs ycepaHo MOTPYAUTHCS KI€UMOPOM U JUPKOM, U STUX ABOMX BCKOpE IOCTUTIa
y4acTh nepBuX. OTIAeBIINCh BOKPYT, AleKC OBICTPO MTOACYUTAN YHCIIO YOUTHIX. OmHOMY U3
3alIUTHUKOB Mer ymanock 0CBOOOAUTHLCS OT HamafgaBLInx Ha Hero. OH yOuI OGHOT0, HO BTOPOH cpa3y
BCTaJl Ha ero MecTo. [Ipyroi BOMH OKa3aJICs He TaKUM yaadiIuBbiM. OH jiexXasl HIYKOM B I'PA3U B
nofiyiecke. B xkuBoTe Topyan gupK G6aHAKUTa, KOTOPOT'O OH yCIes YOUTh, IIpexk/e YeM yIaa caM.

ATnekc nmevanabHO CMOTpP€EJI Ha IIOBEP2KEHHOT'0 BOMHaA. Hamagmue Ha HUX 6aHHI/ITbI JOPOTO 3alljIaTAT.
CBOMMU XKU3HAMHU 3aIATAT.

OcTamnoch UL YeTBEPO HETOMsIEB, ¥ OJHOTO U3 HUX AJIEKC y3HaJI. ITO OBIJT He KTO MHOM, KaK OIUH
13 TeX, KOTO OH BCTPETHUJI B TaBepHe. XyA0ou, C pe3KUMU YepTaMu uia. HecMOTps Ha XyIOCOYHYIO
¢urypy, o obnagan HaBeIKaMu obpaineHus ¢ MedoM. OcTaBinrecss BOMHE Mer He CMOTYT [OJIT0
COepXKUBaTh IBOUX OAHIUTOB.

AJeKc MOHSAJ, 4TO ero IOO03PEeHMs 0Ka3aIuCh CIIpaBeInBLIMU. ET0 0XBaTujla HEUCTOBAS APOCTh Ha
HaeMHOro 6aHOUTa, KOTOPOTO MTOAO0CHany YOUTh XKeHIMHY. ETo m00uMyIo XKeHIUHY, ToayMall
Arexc.

OH OymeT paji 3aKOHYUTh CBOIO CKBEPHYIO KH3Hb, HO CHAYajia eMy IPUOETCS CPA3UThCS C IBYMS
OCTaBIMUMUCS OaHOUTAMU, KOTOPBIE ceyac OCTOPOXKHO Moadupanuchk K HeMy. OHHU TOIOIIIN K
ATeKCy C IIPOTUBOIIOIOKHHIX CTOPOH. AJTeKC YIIBIOHYIICS, Y2Ke 3Has, KaKylo MOMBITKY OHH
npennpumyT. OH HabJTIOma 3a MIEBETUBIIMMUCS I'yOaMu ogHOTO: «Tpu, OBa, oguH...» Korga
oOpyimnuck oba Meda, Anekc ORICTPO TOBEPHYJICS, BEICOKO TIOJHSB CBOM MeU, ¥ ITOMeIIall ABYM
OJHOBPEMEHHBIM yapaM OJHUM TOYHO BBHIITOJTHEHHHEIM B3MaxoM CBOET0 Kjleimopa.

MeTtannuyeckui 3ByK CTaIy 03HAMEHOBAJT HAvyaJio KOHIIA. X 3aMHBICEsT ITPOBAJUIICS, CIIEOYIOIITe
B3MaxH KJIMHKaMH yXKe He ObITH OMHOBPEMEHHHIMH, 1 Ajlekc 6e3 Tpyma oTouBas ux. OH ORICTPO
OlLIeHUJI HAaBHIKM HAIQ[aBIINX ¥ COCPEIOTOYMII BCE YCUIIUS Ha TOM, UTO OBbLI CUJIbHEe, OCTaBUB CBOIO
OTKPBITYIO CTOPOHY TOMY, UTO Iociiabee. K coxkaseHu:o, 3Ta CTOPOHA yKe IIPUHSa yaap paHee, U
HEeTOMsH yCIIes ONWH pa3 yaapuTh Allekca, Ipex/e 4eM TOT OTPa3uil CIAeNyIOIui yoap.

Crnepnst 3a CBoMM BparoM, AJIeKC CKOCHII TJla3a Ha OCTaBIIErocs oxpaHHuKa Mer. ToT cMor yOuTh
OMHOTO U3 HAlafaBUIMX, HO 9TOT YEJIOBEK U3 TABEPHHI C KPIOUKOBATHIM HOCOM HaHEC eMy
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CMEPTENBHEIN yaap.

Anekc oTpa3ui yap CBOEro MPOTUBHUKA U MTOBEPHYJICS K YEJI0BEKY U3 TaBepHHL. YTO-TO HE HaBaso
eMy 1oko0si. OH OTJITHYJICS Ha Tejla YOMUTHIX B IIOMCKAX Tejla BTOPOTO YeI0BEeKA U3 TaBEePHHI.

Ot xpuka Mer, pa3pgaBlIerocs 3a ero CIUHOU, y Anekca 3anefeHesna KpoBb. OH CIUIIKOM II03HO
00HapyXKUJ 4eJloBeKa, KOTOPOro UCKas. AJIeKC BEIpyraJjcs, IOHUMas, 4To, I0Ka OH y4acTBOBaJl B
CpaxeHuy, 0TOMBas aTaKy, OPYroil YeJIoBeK U3 TaBepHEI 00oIes ero cO0Ky U Hamen Mer.

He o6painast BHuMaHus Ha KproukoBatsiit Hoc, 0H pa3BepHYJICS U MOILIEN K JEPEBY, TOE OCTaBUI
Mer. Ho ciieHa, npefcrasiias ero rinasaM, 3acTaBuia AjeKkca OCTAHOBUTHCS.

Ero npoH3u TakKoU IPUCTYI SPOCTH, KAKOTO OH HUKOTITIa IpeX/e He UCIHITHBaN. OH yBULEN OUDPK V
meu Mer ¥ TOHKYIO CTPYUKY KpoBU. Ceriyac OH 3apexeT ee. KaxX[blii MyCKyJI B Tejle Ajlekca
CKpPYyTHJIa HEKOHTPOIUPyeMas apocTh. [leper rina3aMu BCIIBIXHYIIA 3JI0Bellasl CaMOLOBOJIbHAS YIIbIOKa
Iyrana. Ajekc He II03BOJIUT CHOBA CIIyYUTHCA 3TOMY. TOJIBKO He ¢ Mer.

Ero oxBaTuio xenanue youth Mep3aniia. OHO OBIJIO HACTOIBKO CHUJIbHBIM, KaK OYOTO B HEM T'OBOPHIIa
KPOBB €0 IPeIKOB BUKUHTOB. BCce 0OKpacUIOCh B UEPHHIH I[BET, 3a UCKITIOUEHNEM SIPKOTro o0pa3a
HEeTrofss1, YOePKUBABILET0 JIe3BKMe HOXKa y men Mer. Anekc y3Han ero. Tomac MakKHHHOH.
[TpoBepeHHEIH YEIOBEK ee OTIla X04eT cMepTu Mer. UTo, 4epT BO3bMH, 3[0ECh TPOUCXOIUT?

- OTnycTu MeHs$, - B3MOJuiach Mer. - 3a4eM ThHI 3TO [ejlaellb?

- 3aTKHUCH, CY4YKa, - TPUKa3ail MakKKUHHOH. - 9TO BCe u3-3a Tebs. Cormacunach 65 Ha Moe
npepjoXkeHre, HU4ero Okl He OBIIO.

Tak BOT OHO 4TO. ANIeKC TaK IIPUCTANIbHO CIEeOU 3a HUM, YTO BULEJT], KaK IIeBeJIATCS BOJIOCH Ha ero
PyKe 0T HepoBHOI0 ArrxaHus Mer. Mx pa3nensno HeOombllIoe pacCTosgHUeE, HO ATIeKC He MOT
PHUCKOBATh, KOT7Ia HOXK OBLI B TAKO#M OMacHOM 61130cTy OT e Mer. OH CMOTpENT TOJIBKO Ha
MyXK4YUHY, HE PUCKYSI CMOTpeTh Ha Mer. [laHrKa B ee r1a3ax Morjla apaau30BaTh ero.

Ho To, 4TO 0OH yBHAE BO B3Tsgme ToMaca MaKKMHHOHA, OBIIO MaJIOyTEIIUTEIbHEIM. DTO ObIIK TTa3a
YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIM PUCKOBAJ BCEM U 3HAJI 3TO.

- ¢ He moHUMaI0, - Ipou3Hecsa Mer, - Ha 4TO TH Hafeembcs? - OHa 3aMojT9aia, KOT/ia ee BHe3aITHO
03apuJIo IOHNMaHue. AJIEKC YCIIBIIIAT y2Kac B ee rojoce. - Tl Xouemrb ObITh I'TaBOM KilaHa. - Ee
r/la3a pPacUIMpPUInCh. - CKaxku MHE, YTO Tl He MMeeIllb HUKAKOT0 OTHOIIeHHS K 00JIe3HM OTIIA...

- § ckazan Tebe, 3aTKHUCH, - IPOopEIYan MakkuHHOH. OH HaXKajl Ha HOX, U eIle OfHa KaIlJIs KPOBU
ITOKATHIIACh TI0 ITee.

Arexc mpocTo 03Beper1, OBICTPO Tepsis camooOiaganue. Ero oxBaTuia X0JI0mHas SPOCTS,
IogorpeBaeMas KaxXI0l KPOBH.

- OtmmycTH ee. - 9To ObINIa He pockba. B romoce Anekca 3By4asno obemanue cMeptu. OH
TI0YYBCTBOBAJI, 4T0 KproukoBaTsiiit Hoc mpubnuzkaeTcs: K HeMy, ¥ CBUPEIIO IIOCMOTPEIT B €T'0 CTOPOHY.

Tomac MakKMHHOH HaIlpaBuUJ CBOIO 37100y B CTOPOHY COOTeYECTBEHHUKA.
- Tol mypak. THl CKa3as, 4To OBIIO TOJIBKO TPU OXpaHHUKA. YTOo 37mech menaeT Amekc Maknaym?

- Ero He 65110 C Hel, - HepBHO cka3an KpioukoBaTeit Hoc. - Tebe He Halo BMEIIMBATLCS, Y MEHS BCe

Cepaue He JKeT 99 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

IO[T KOHTPOJIEM.
- Tol momkeH ObITH OnarofmapeH MHe, uguoT! Ecnu Ovl He s, THI OBl y2Ke DaBHO OB MEPTB.

- Tel KaxKembCsd MHE 3HAKOMBIM... - KproukoBaThiii Hoc BHUMaTENbHO IOCMOTPET Ha Anekca. -
W3ro#i. - OH B3BOJTHOBAHHO IIOBEPHYJICS K MakKKMHHOHY: - 9TO OH, YeJIOBEK, 0 KOTOPOM 5 Tebe
roBopui. Teneps TH MHe JOJIKEH II0BEPUTh. f TOBOPHUJI, UTO OH AEpeTCs 3a HATEPHIX.

- MHe KaxeTcs, Thl TOBOPUJ 0 Makrperopax? - GbIpKHYT MakKKMHHOH.
- Tak u ObiI0, - 3aBepus ero Kpiwoukosatsiii Hoc. - Mou niofy y3Haau MHOTHX.
- Yto 6paT Popu Mopa menaert, cpaxkasich Cpemy U3rHaHHLIX MaKIperopos?

[IpoknaTtue. Anekc yChnblllal, Kak yAuBJIeHHO oxHy1a Mer. COMHEHUM HET, eMy IIPUAETCSA
00BSICHATBCS T1032Ke. AJIeKC Clesal Iar BIepey.

- OTHYCTI/ITe €€ U BO3LMUTE MEHA B3aMEH.

- THl HE B TOM II0JIOKEHHUH, YTOOBI TOPTOBATHCS, - 3asiBUIT MaKKUHHOH. - Bpock cBoe opyxue. - OH
Kpernye CxXaJl OUpPK y 1eu Mer.

On MepTBel.
- 41 6porry cBoe OpyKue, HO Thl OTIYCTH JIE3BUE.
- IloueMy 51 DOMXKEH cHOenaTh 3TO? - paccMestyicd MaKKUHHOH.

- YT06B TPOOEMOHCTPHUPOBATE CBOIO YECTHOCTh. OTKy/a s 3HAI0, MOXKET, Thl COOMpaeIIbcs YOUTh HAC
o0oux?

MaxkKVWHHOH yJIBIOHYJICS U OIIYCTUJI HOXK. AJIeKC IlepeBell JhIXaHue.

- Tenepb TBOe OpyxXKue, - CKa3ajl MakKKHHHOH. AnleKC OPOCHUJII Y CBOMX HOT KJIeMMOp U OUPK.
- OTTONKHYU UX OT cebs.

ATexc BBIIOJIHUII IPUKA3.

- YTO TBI CTOUIIb ¥ TJIa3eelb, UAKO0T? - MAaKKUHHOH OOPYIIMIICS Ha CBOETO MOofieIbHIUKA, KOTOPHIN
ISTUICS Ha3afl, 04eBUIHO, 005iCh MpubnIuKaThCcsa K Anekcy. - [ToToponucs! ITpuHecu BepeBKy 1
IIPUBSIKY €ro!

Anekcy Hamo OBIIIO YTO-TO [eJiaTh, II0Ka ero He cBsi3anu. Ho emy moHagoOuTcs oMol Mer. Y Hero
He ObIIO BEIOOPA, TPUAETCS ITOCMOTPETh Ha Hee. OH OCTOPOXKHO IIepeBesl B3I Ha ee OleqHoe JIUTIO.
Bce oka3zasnoch He Tak yKacHO, KakK OH IIPeACTaBIIsai. Y Hee HeMHOTO0 [ApoxkKasu ry0bl, HO OHa
nepxkarna cebs B pykax. [IyCcTh He 04eHb SIBHO, HO caMooOJiaflaHe U YBEPEHHOCTh IIPUCYTCTBOBAIH.
Anekc ropguncs eto. OH TOJTBKO MOJIMIICS, YTOOBI OHA ITOHSJIA €To.

- Bce GymeT xopoio, Mer. - Ero ronoc 3By4aj CIoKOHHO. - [TpocTo menait To, 4To Tebe ToBOPST. ThI
MOXKeIlb 3TO CAesaTh?

Mer KuBHYIIA.
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- I xouy, 4TOOHI THl BCIIOMHUJIA KO€-4TO, YTO MoMoxkeT Tebe. CMoxetb?.. Xoporo. [Togymait o Tom
Mackapaje, Korfa s mouesoBan Tebs.

Y Mer pacmupunucs riasa. Tomac MakKMHHOH He CKPBIBAJI CBOEU SPOCTH.
- 4 xo4y, 4TOOH! TH IOAyMasa O TOM, KaK Tkl IOCTYIIMIa TOTAa CO MHOU...
- Bo3pMu 3Ty 4epTOBY BepeBKY, buiy, u 3aTKHYU ero! - paBKHYJI MaKKVHHOH.

KploukoBaTeiit Hoc o uMeHu Bumnmu B3siJ1 BEPEBKY U CTajll OCTOPOXKHO MPUOIUKATLCS K AJIEKCY,
CJIOBHO Iepeq HUM ObLT UKW 3Beph. Y AJleKca 0CTaBalIoCh BCETO HECKOJIBKO MrHOBeHuM. OH
IIPUCTAJIBHO CMOTpe Ha Mer, yMoJIsisl ee IOHATH ero uae. Ho BOT YTO-TO BCIIBIXHYJIO B €€ Iia3ax.

- fl m-moHsina, - mpobopmoTana Mer.

- Cyuka! { mokaxy Te6e mouenyi HaCTOSIIEr0 MyKUYKUHBL. - MaKKMHHOH pa3BepHY Mer K cebe
JIUI[OM U CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY.

- aBaii! - BHIKPUKHYJ AJIeKC.

Mer ymapuia KojleHOM MaKKMHHOHA B IIaX ¥ OTCKO4YMIa Ha 6e30macHoe paccTosiuue. Tomac
MakKHWHHOH COTHYJICS, KOp4ach OT 60K ¥ IIPUKPHIBas PyKoil max.

Anexkc B OelieHCTBe 00EPHYJICS, ¥ XKaXKa KPOBU 3aTMHUJIA €ro CoO3HaHue. M3 camora oH JocTanl
HeOO0JIBINIOM HOXK ¥ BOTKHYJ ero mpsiMo B cepplle bummu. ToT ymep ¢ KpHKOM Ha Ty6ax.

Anekc 3amMeTus1, 4T0 MakKMHHOH, TPUXPaMbIBas, HAllPaBIsSeTCsa B CTOPOHY Mer ¢ BBICOKO TONHATHIM
MeuoM. Hy uTo XK, AjJIeKC BOCIIOJIb3YEeTCS ITUM.

[TouyBcTBOBaB 6;1M30CTh Alekca, MakKKMHHOH 00epHYJICS, pa3MaxuBas MedoM. AJIeKC yIapui ero, u
X0Ts MakKKMHHOH OTpa3uI 9TOT yaap, 06a 3Has{, YTO Cujla Ha CTOpoHe Anekca U MakKKMHHOH
IOJKeH yMepeThb. AjleKC MOT OBl IOUTPaTh C HUM HEMHOTO0, HO 3TOT YeJIOBEK He CTOUJI eT0 BpeMeHH.

OpgH{M MOIIHBIM yOapoM AneKc BHIOMI Y HETO U3 PYK MeY, He 0CTaBUB MaKKMHHOHY IIaHCa OOCTaTh
13-3a nosica qupkK. OH MPOCTO MPUKOJION ero K NepeBy JIe3BHeM CBOEro KiaernMopa.

- ¢ H-He coOuparsncs MPUYUHSATH Bpel NEBYOHKE...

Bonpie MakKMHHOH HAYETO HE yCIIeJI cKa3aTh, AJIeKC epepesa eMy ropjio. MepTBele He MOTYT
JiraTh.

CxBaTka IIpor3o1ia Tak ObICTPOo, YTO Mer faxe He ycliesla HE 0 Y4eM IIOgyMaTh, KakK BCe yXKe
3aKOHYHUJI0Ch. TOJTBKO TIOCTIE TOTO, KakK AlleKc 0OHSII ee, OHa C y2KacoM OCO3Halla, KakKas JKeCTOKas
CXBaTKa Ipousolnsa Ha (poHe 0OMaHYMBO MUPHOTO Teli3axa. [10BCIOfy JTezKaau OKpPOBaBJIEHHbIE Teja
yOUTHIX, CPERU KOTOPHIX Tpoe Obliu oxpaHHUKaMu Mer. OHa nepexuBaja ux 6eCCMBICTIEHHYIO
rubens. Ente Tpu cMepTH 00aBUUCE K TOTEPSIM, KOTOPHIE TIOHEC ee KJIaH.

Anekc onsiTh crac e¥ xku3Hb. OH C CAMOro HavaJsla B3sJI CUTYALMIO IOl KOHTPOJIb, KOMaHAYysI GBICTPO
U PEeIUTEeNbHO, YeM BOCXUTUIT Mer. Ero HeBeposTHOe MaCTEPCTBO ¥ XJIagfHOKPOBUE MIHOBEHHO
YCIIOKOWJIM 3peBIyio B Mer nmaHuKy. ETo HeBO3MOKHO II00EIUTS.

Mer Oniyla HamyraHa, HO He o6e3yMenia OT cTpaxa. [Ioka He mosBuiacs Tomac MakKMHHOH. Mer
CHadaJsa pellusia, YTO OH MIPUIIENT Ha IIOMOIb, ¥ TOJIBKO KOTla OH OTKA3aJICs OTIYCTUTH €€, IOHSIIA,
yTO0 omubsack. Ei 0o CUX 1Op He BEPHUJIOCh, YTO OH XOTeJl ee yOuTh. OHa UCHBITHIBAJIA TOITHOTY OT

Cepaue He JKeT 101 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

OMHOM TOJIBKO MBICTIA O TOM, 4YTO CHEJall 3TOT YeJI0BEK paiu CBOMX IIPECTYIIHBIX 3aMEICJIOB.

Y}KaC, KOTOpPOro He OBLIO BO BpeMs HallaAeHNd, IIPOHUK B KaXKAOYIO KIIETOYKY €€ TeJla, KaK TOJIIbKO
CpaxkeHue 3aKOHYMIOCh. Y Anekc ObIT pSimoM, HafIe?KHbIM ¥ CUIBHBEIA. MO30JIMCTEE PYKH, KOTOPHIE C
IOVKOM SPOCTHI0 OTHUMAJIK XKU3Hb Y BPAaroB, TeIeps INTafuIA BOJIOCH Mer ¢ TaKoi HeXKHOCTBIO,
CJIOBHO OHa Obllla HOBOPOXKIeHHKIM pefenkoM. OH yBeJ ee MopdaJblie oT nmoboulra Ha Geper
HeOosbIoi peuymku. Hamouus Kpadt pybaxu B BOfie, OCTOPOKHO BHITED CJIE[bl KPOBHU C ee mieu. Ei
II0BE3J10; TaM Oblla TOJIHKO IlapanuHa.

- II-1mr-1m1, 13060BB MOSI, BCE 3aKOHYHIIOCh. - OH CTAPAJICS YCIIOKOUTD €€ TPEBOKHO KOJIOTUBIIEECS
cepniie.

HecMmoTps Ha 0XBaTUBIIYIO ee MaHUKY, Mer yCbiinaa 9To0 HexkHoe c10Bo. JIt000Bb. Kak el X0Tenocs,
YTOOBI TaK U OBIJIO.

Anexc OB BCTTaYKaH KPOBBIO, HO KaKMM-TO 00pa30M 3TO HarmoMuHano Mer, 4To oHa XuBa. Ero romioc
U pyKu oOnagasny BoimeOHOM CUoii, 3acTaBiisas ee 3a0bITh 0 TaHUKe. Mer ynobHee yCTPOUnach y
HETo Ha KOJIeHSX U Kpemde 00HsIa ero 3a Taluio.

AJleKC B3OPOTHYIL.

- Trl paHeH? - 00eCIIOKOEHHO cIipocuia Mer.

- Huyero omacHoro.

Ho MbICTIb 0 €ero paHeHur MOMEeHTaIbHO BepHYyJia Mer K peanbHOCTH. OHa pa303/1uiiach.

- Hoquy THI HUYETo He cKa3as? Thl 103a00THICs 0 KpOH.IG‘-IHOfI LapalliHe U JaXKe He YIIOMAHYII, 4TO
CaM pPaHeH. - Mer BcTana Ia KOJIEHH 4 CTala OLIYIIEIBATE €TI0 00K.

- 9To0 He KpoleyHas IjapanuHa, Mer. Y TBoero ropsa OblT HOX.

Mer He oOpaTuiia BHUMaHUs Ha ero cjoBa. Ceffyac oHa fymMasia TOJIBKO O TOM, YTO AJieKCy O0IBHO.
OH Hampsrcs, KOraa ee MasbIlbl IPOIIIHACH 10 KPEIIKMM MHIIIIAaM KHUBOTAa U CIIUHEL. KpoBH HUTTE He
OBLIT0, TEPEJIOMOB, ITOX0XKe, TOXKe, HoO Mer He MorJa OBITh yBepeHa B 3ToM. KOHUMKAaMH MasnbIeB OHa
aKKypaTHO uccaenoBaia pebpa. Korma ee pyka CKob3HYIa BHU3 KUBOTA, AJTEKC CXBATHUII €€ 3a
3aMscThe.

- Co MHo1 BCce B nopsigke. HeCKOMbKO CUHIKOB HE B CUeT.

Vix B3rnsibl BCTPETUIIUCH, U Mer yBUeNa B ero rjia3ax HEUCTOBOe XKejlaHue o0nagaTh eio. OHa
BCITBIXHYJIA, HO HE OT CMYII[eHUS, a OT IOHMMaHUS TOT0, YTO ee HEBUHHbBIE TPUKOCHOBEHUS TaK
CUIBHO 3aBenu ero. OHa X0Tesa, YTOOH AJIeKC MpPUKacascs K Hel, a ed XOTeJI0Ch MPUKAcaThCs K
HEMY, CKOJIb3HYTh PYKOH I10 YYBCTBUTEJILHOM IIJIOTH.

Atmocdepa Hakansnack. Uckymenue 66110 04eHb Beuko. OHa X0Tesia ero, oIymana KaXasi ero
MYCKYJI, OT OIIyIIeHUs ero 0JIM30CTH ¥ Hee KPYXKUIIach rojioBa. Kakoi CMBICTT OTKa3bIBaThCS OT
CBOero cyacThsa? [IpoTuBOCTOSIHME COOCTBEHHON CMEPTH POOYAUIIO B HEll XKeJlaHue UCIIBITaTh XKU3Hb
BO BCEX €€ MPOosBIeHUsX. OMacHOCTh, C KOTOPOM OHU TOJIBKO YTO CTOJIKHYJIKCH, CJIOBHO OTMETIa BCE
HEHYKHOe ¥ OCTaBUJIA KHUTh JIUIIb UX 6€3yMHYI0 CTpacTb. Bce ocTanbHOe ceiiyac He UMETIO
3HAYEHUS.

Barnspm moTeMHeBIINX OT XKelaHusd ria3 Anekca IIPOH3all €€ HaCKBO3k. OH Mom4ar, cxkaB YellOCTH,
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YEPTHI JIKIIA 3a0CTPUIIUCE, KaXK/IbIi MyCKYJI APO2KaJl OT HAlIPSIXKeHusI, 0XKunas ee pemeHus. OqHOTO
IBUXKEHHUs OyIeT MOCTAaTOYHO, ¥ OH KOCHETCS ee T'y0, CTHpas U3 IaMsTH BCe, YTO TOJILKO YTO
CITy4HJIIOCE.

3a60TsICh 0 eT0 MOBPEeXAEHHIX pedpax, Mer 0CTOPOXKHO MpukKanachk K Hemy. OT HET0 UCXOTUIH
TaKOe TEIJIO U TakKas MyKcKas cuna! Mer moBepusnach xKeJaHUSIM CBOETO TeJla ¥ HEeXHO IIPUXKaach
K ero rybam.

Ipyroro 3HakKa Anekcy He TpeOoBanock. C IIyXuM CTOHOM OH CXBaTUJI ee, U Mer 0Ka3alach
nexalllel Ha CIMHE II0T TSAXKECThIO ero Teja.

- TBom pebpa, - mpobopmoTana Mer.
- K yeprty pebpa, - npoprryan Anexc. - [lait MHe HaclaguThCs TOOOM.

Mer ¢ ymoBOIbCTBUEM MTOAYUHUTIACK. ETo poT OblT Tpe6oBaTeIbHEIM U HeHACHTHEIM. OHa
TIOYYBCTBOBAJIa 3TO U OTKPHIIACh eMy HaBCTpeuy. Ero morenyi 3actaBun ee Bce 3a6biTh. OH BEPHYI
el BKyC K XKU3HH, Kaxk[as KJIeTo4yKa ee Tejla Obljla 0OXBayeHa I0XKapoM CTPaCTH. ITa CTPACTh
HaKphlJla UX C TOJIOBOM, He flaBasi BpeMeHH mJis pa3myMmuii. OcTanoch TOMbKO 6e3yMHOe KeJlaHue ABYX
TeJl HaKOHEeIl COeTUHUTHCH.

Mer oTBeTHIa Ha €ro MOLENyH Tak, KakK Anekc Hayuyun ee. CHayaia HeXXHO, IIOTOM C pacTyllen
YBEPEHHOCTHIO OHA KCCJIefioBasia TIyOUHEBI er0 pTa ¥ HUKaK He MOrjia HacHTUThCSI. OHa He CTaHeT
OCTaHaBNIMBATHCS Ha IOJIYTH, IIYCTh 3TO OMTACHO, 0YEHb OnmacHOo. OHa MOHMMaa, YTO AOJIXKHA
OCTaHOBUTH AjleKca, HO e ObII0 Tak xopoiro. OHAa HUKOTa He AyMalia, YTO MOXKeT ObITh TaK XOPOIIIO,
YTO MOXKHO TaK CTPACTHO XKeJlaTh IPUKOCHOBEHUH MyxKumnHEL. OHa CYMTaa, YTO He CIIoco0Ha Ha
TaK¥e 9MOILNMY, Ha TaKOe CTpacTHoe xkenaHue. Ho Korma Anekc 00HsT ee, OHa OblJla TOTOBA Ha BCE,
U OBl OH ITPOHOJIZKajl 00HMMaTh, JIaCKaTh U IefioBaTh ee. OHa AyMasa TOJIbKO O TOM, KakK OHITh ellle
onmxke K HeMY. Ee pyKu KagHO CKOJIb3UJIM 110 IIMPOKUM IIJIedaM U MyCKynucTou rpyou. OHa Kpemnye
IpuxKasa ero K cebe, Korya ero mnoueayu cTaau 60j1ee HaCTONYHUBHIMH.

Ee peakius TONTBKO yCUTTUIA XKeJlaHue Anekca. TsKelo [bliia, OH MOJHSII TOJIOBY, ¥ TTyOWHA YyBCTB,
KOTOpast YUTaJach B €ro B3rjse, Muiuaa Mer BO3MOXKHOCTH [bIIIATh. TaM CKBO3UJIO HETTPUKPHITOE
JKeJlaHHUe U KOe-4To ellle, YTO 3aCTaBUJIO OAIPHIHYTE CePALle Mer U BO 4TO el XOTEeJI0Ch BEPUTh
BCEM CBOMM CYIIECTBOM.

Anekc HampsiZKEHHO CMOTPEeJ e B JIUIIO, JTacKas Ipynb. OT ero MpUKOCHOBEHUM COCKH Cpa3y Xke
3aTBepaeu. Mer 3aloXHyJIach, KOT[Ia OH CTajl IIepeKaThIBaTh UX MeX Ay manbiamu. OHa 3aKphlIa
r71a3a, OTHOABIIKNCH BOJIE YYBCTB. Ee Teo ropesno oT yIOBOIBCTBUS, OHA CMYTHO OCO3HAaBasa, 9YTO
Arnekc ocBOOOXKIAeT MU MIaThsl U TIHET €ro BHUS.

OHa morajeiBaiach, YTO OH JIeJIaeT, HO He CTajla OCcTaHaBnMuBaTh. OH CHOBA MPHUIIAJ K ee ry0awm,
CJIOBHO ITO[ITBEP2KIAJl CBOM HAaMEPEeHUS, TOTOM IOKPHII KATHBIME IIOLIETYSIMH €10 ¥ CIYCTHUIICS
HUXe K Tudy.

Mer 3apepzKaja ObIXxaHKe, KOTMla ero MmasbIlkl CKOJIb3HYH TION KOPCET ¥ MbHSIHY0 PyOalIKy,
ocBoOOXKMIas rpymb. 3arpybeBiIast pyka KOCHYJIach 00HaKEHHOU KOXKHU. Y Mer ClagKo 3aHbII0 BHU3Y
JKHBOTA U MOSIBUJIOCH TAKOE OIIYIIEeHHE, YTO OHA MCTEKAEeT BIIATOM.

OHa yCJIHIIIana ero MpepLBUCTOE OhIXaHKWe W OTKPHIIA raa3a. [IleKu BCIHXHYIM CMYIIeHHBIM
PYMsIHIIEM, KoTTla Mer MOHSsI/Ia, YTO OH CMOTPHUT Ha ee 00HaXKEHHYIO TPYIb.

- Boxe mo#, TH pekpacHa. - ETo roioc 3Byyas XpUIsio U ¢ KaKuM-TO 61aroropeHueM. Pyka J1erko
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CKOJb3HYJIa 10 TPYAM K COCKaM, efjBa Kacasich ux. Mer gaxe mogyMaia, a MpuKacaics i OH K HUM
BOOOIIIe WIIK 9TO PA3HITPAIOCh ee BooOpaxkeHue. - Takas MIeIKOBUCTas, - MPoOOPMOTall OH, - TaKast
ynpyras. - AjieKc 1ackaj Ipyab pykKaMu, 1 Mer Havasia ApoxKaTh OT XKeJlaHud. - Takas
6enocHexHas. - OH KOCHYJICS r'y0aMU COCKOB, U Mer OLIyTHIIa ero ropsiuee awixanue. - C
IIPEKPACHBIMU PO30BBIMU OyTOHaAMHU. - AJIEKC KOCHYJICS SI3HIKOM COCKOB, U Mer 3afloXHyIach OT
CJIaflOCTPaCTHOMX BOJIHBI, IPOKATHUBILENCS 10 ee Telly. - MM... Takas clagkas.

Mer 3acToHana, ©3BUBASChH OT OXBATUBILEN €€ CTPACTH. Takoro OTKPOBEHHOI0 XKeJlaHUs OHa HUKOTTIa
ellle He 3HaJa, BCe TeJIO HBIIO 0T 6e3yMHOr0 Bo30yxKaeHus. AlIeKC Ipa3Hul I35KOM ee
3aTBEPIEBIINE COCKY, JIacKall UX Orpy0eBIINMHU MTOofylIeukaMy nanbles. Ho 3Toro 6e10
HeOoCTaToyHo. Mer 3Hasa, YTO HefocTaToOuHO. M AneKc HaKphI ee TyOw! ouienyeM. Ero ry0s! Obitu
TBEPABIMHU ¥ TPEOOBATEIBHBIMH, SI3bIK IIPOHUK B POT Mer. Pe3ynbTat ObIT OIIETOMIISIONINM, CEPALIE
3aCTyd4aso Tak, YTO OTHABAJIOCh B yIIax. Mer mpuxasnack K AJIEKCY, BOJIHA XKeJlaHUsI CMejia BCe
ocTaTKy pasyMa. Temeps OHa IOHKMAJa, 4ero xodeT. OHa X0Tesa, YTOOH AJIEKC YIOBJIETBOPUT €€
JKeJlaHUe, 3all0JTHUII €€ CBOeIO IIJI0ThI0. Mer 4yBCTBOBasa, YTO OH CMOXKET JOCTaBUTh el
HellepeflaBaeMoe HacllaxeHue.

Kpenkas pyka cxkaja ee ITOOUIIE, a TyOBl IPOOOJIKaIK TaCKaTh 00HAXKEHHYIO TPyab. Mer
YXBaTHUJIACh 3a €ro IMMPOKKeE IJIeUH, YYBCTBYS, UTO y2Ke He MOKeT 00X0muThCs 6e3 aToro. [laxe mof
TbHSHOM py6©axoii yragsiBanack rpybas cuna ero Teja. OH ObUT co3maH mobexnaTts. B Tom yucnie u
neBuube cepaue. Ero pyku u rpymab ObUIM CHOeNaHBl CIOBHO U3 KaMHS.

Amnekc OTIYCTUII ee TPYOb U Togapuil Mer MOJIHBIM cTpacTy monenyi. Eme yac Hadag Mer Obiia OB
IOTPsICEHA, HO ceryac OHa OIIyTHUJIa TOIBKO TpemeT. Ho Korma pyka Anekca CKOIb3HYJa el o[
100Ky, y Mer nepexBaTuio geixanue. OH KOCHYJICS KOJeHa, ToToM Gefipa U JBUHYJICS BHIIIEe. Mer
3aMepiia, Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aCOMHEBABIIKCH B IPABUIbHOCTHU MPoUCcXonsiero. OHa He MOTjla OTBETUTh
Ha ero IOoLeJy’ U AyMaJjla TOJIbKO O ero PyKe, 0 TOM, Ky[la OHa JBUTaeTCs.

- IoBephcst MHEe, Mer, - IIPOIIENTal ek Ha yX0 ANeKc. - 4 Xouy JUIIb HOCTaBUThL Tebe YO0BOJIbCTBUE.
Huyero Gomblie.

Mer HepeunTenbHO KuBHYMa. OHA JOBEpsia eMy.

Ho ona oka3anack COBCEM He TOTOBa K HACTOSIIIEMY B3PEIBY YYBCTBEHHOI'O YIOBOJIBCTBUS, KOTOPOE
Mer ucneiTana, Korga pyka AjieKca cTaja UCCIE0BaTh BJlaXKHEIE JIENEeCTKY eBUYbel m1oTu. Ero
JIaOHb JIeTla Ha pa3ropsiueHHoe JIOHO, ¥ Mer XKafHO BHITHYJIaCh HaBCTPeUy 9TOM HEXKHOM JIacKe.
Anekc 3aCcTOHAaJI, ¥ ero majel HaKOHel] IPOHUK B I'/Ty0b Tejla, 3aCTaBUB €€ 3aP0oKaTh 1107
HAaCTOMYMBEIMU TOTYKaMH. PacTBOPUBIINCH B HEBEPOSITHOM IO CUJIe 3KCTa3e, Mer 6eCIIOMOIIHO
IIBITAJIaCh YIENUTHCS 3@ YTO-TO, YTO OBLIO BHE TOCATaEeMOCTH.

I'maBa 12

Amnekc BUJEN, CXOMs C yMa OT CTPaCTH, KaK ITOPO30BEJIH ee IeKu. Kak BEIPEIBAETCS ABIXaHUE Yepe3
IIOJIyOTKPBITHIE TYOB. Kak BHITHY/IACh €e CIIMHA ¥ IPUIOTHSIINCE 6efpa.

Hukorma Anekc He BUJIeN JeBYIIKU NpekpacHee, yeM Mer. OHa Obljia TaKo# KPOIIeUHOU, HEXKHON 1
HeOoOBIKHOBEHHO KEHCTBEHHON. B rpyau momHUMasach BoJiHA Tela, ¥ AJleKC TOHMMaJl, YTO HUKOT[a
He HUCTIBIThIBa IIOHO00HOTO. Y Hero He OBIJIO CJIOB, COOTBETCTBYIOIIKMX CUACThIO 3TOT0 MOMEHTA.

EMy Ka3ajock, 4TO OH IePKUT B PyKaX AparoueHHH nogapok. Ctpacts Mer Oblna, KakK 4 BCe
OCTaJIbHOE B HEel, OTKPBITOM U YECTHOU.

Ona Obla Tak 671M3K0, pa3ropsyeHHas ¥ CTPACTHO XKeJalolas YOOBJIETBOPEHNs, KaK U OH caM.
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AJIeKC HaKJIOHWJICS ¥ KOCHYJICS SI3BIKOM €€ HaIlPSXKeHHBEIX COCKOB, BhI3hIBAsI HOBYIO BOJIHY JKeJIaHHUs,
KOTOpPas MTPOH3MIIA eT0 yX&e U 6€3 TOro HaPsSIKEHHYI0 TI0Th. Ero Tesmo Xaxaano yTOeHUs CTPACTH,
HO Arekc cTaparscs He gymMaTh 06 aToMm. Celfuac ero riaBHoOU 3aboToit Opiyta Mer.

Ero masnblibl BHOBb CKOJIB3HYIIHM BO BiIaXKHbIE TTTYOUHEL. AJIEKCY XOTEJIOCh BIOXHYTh €€ JKeHCKUH
3arax, KOCHYThCS TyOaMu IbITaioIled II0TH, UCCIIeIoBaTh KaXKOBIM OIOMM Tejla 9TOH
04YapoBaTeNIbHOU [AEBYILKU.

IbrxaHue Mer cTano MPepHBUCTHIM M OBICTPHIM, C TYO CPHIBANIACH €[iBa CIIBIIITHBIE CTOHHI.
HacnaxmeHre MPOH3aso ee CIafKou 00/Ibi0, @ TeJIO TasJIO ¥ CTOHAJIO OT ellle He U3BeIaHHOI0
JKeJaHus.

- Anexkc...
B ee romoce cnBlanuch yMOJSIONINE HOTKH.
- TIpocTo paccnabncs, moporas. & 3mech.

Bce ee Teno 3aMepIio B HEMOABUKHOCTH, ¥ BOJTHA HEM3BECTHAIX OIIYIIEHUN HAaKpHIa €e C TOJI0BOH.
Anekcy X0TeJloCh IPOMJIUTE €€ YIO0BOIbCTBUE, 3aCTABUTh €€ 3allIOMHUTD 3TO HaBcerna. OH KOCHYICS
PTOM ee COCKa, TOpSiuero 1 BaxkKHOTO0, IIPOM0JIKas JIaCKaTh PYKOH ee IIJIOTE.

OH moYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK 3a0MI0Ch €Tr0o cepAlle, Koraa KPpuK Mer 3X0oM IIpo3BydYar B ero yinax. 2KenaHue
o0maaTh €10 OBITI0 HACTOIBKO BEJIMKO, UTO AJIEKC OIMyTUJI TOTOBHOCTh B30pBaThCs. OHA X0UeT
IpPUHATH ero. KpoBb 0071€3HEHHBIMY TOYKAM¥U MTyJIbCUPOBaJia B Iaxy, TeJI0 3aMEePJI0 OT HEMMOBEPHOTO
HampsikeHusi. OMHO TPUKOCHOBEHME, OMHO HEBUHHOE KaCaHUe ee PYKH, U OH He CIIPABUTCS C COOOIA.

AHGKCY XOTEJIOCh IIOTPY3UTHCA B HEe, CIIMTECA B MYUYUTEJIbHBIX U 2KEJIaHHBIX OG'bHTI/IﬂX, 3allyTaTbCsA
HaBCerga B BUXPE€ KaIlllTAHOBBIX BOJIOC, 3&XH€6HYTBCH IIPEPBIBUCTHIM OBIXaHUEM. CoemnaThb ee CBOEl.

Hu ogHa XKeHIHA He J0BOAMIA €r0 [0 TAKOTO COCTOSHUS, HE 3aCTaBlsina CropaTh OT OIIaCHBIX
JKeJlaHuH. OTo Ohlla He IIPOCTO CTPACTh, @ YTO-TO HAMHOI'O CUJIEHEE U I"JIY6}K8.

IpsaBOM HEMHJIOCEPOHO OPA3HUII €T0, IIOATOHASA B34ATh TO, YTO IIPEAIarajiocs C TaKOl HeBUHHOCTHIO.
Mer TOKe X0Tejia ero, 1 AjleKc 3HaJl, YTO MOXKET JOCTAaBUTh el YOOBOJIECTBHE. 310 GYI[GT TakK JIETKO...

Mer oTkpsina ria3a. Ha nulle IeByIIKY CHUsijia O4apoBaTe/ibHas, XpaHUBIIasg HakKajl IePexKuTon
crpactu ynelOka. OHa cMoTpesia Ha Ajlekca ¢ TaKuM U3yMJIeHUEeM U IOBepUeM, UTO Y Hero 4To-TO
IIePEBEPHYJIOCH B IPYAU.

Ho PeaIbHOCTE IIOCTEIIEHHO BEPHYJId BC€ Ha CBOX MECTa.

Yro oH gemnaet? OH efBa He 1M03BOINII ceOe 3a0BITh, YTO OHA [JeBCTBeHHHIa. Korga Mer ocTeIa OT
CTpacTH, AJIeKC 3aMeTHI, KaK K Heil BO3BpalllaeTcs IOHUMaHKe JeiCTBUTEIEHOCTH. Bo B3rsme
TIOSIBUJIECH OCTOPOXKHOCTh, HEYBePEeHHOCTh. OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK OHA IMMOYTH HE3aMETHO
OTOJBHHYJIACh OT HETO.

Bce mpowucxopsimee - 6e3pacCyaCcTBO, BCETIOTIONIAONTUH TOPHIB. Mer Oblyla MOTPsiCeHa YBUAEHHBIM BO
BpeMsi 00s. AlleKC TIOHUMaJI, HACKOJIbKO OHA ceilyac ysi3BUMa, ¥ He JOJIKeH OB TPoraTh Ce B TAKOM
coctossHuU. Ho ee moIienyii BEI3Bal B HEM TaKOM OTOHb, KakK IMOAHECEeHHAs K CYyXOH JUCTBe CIMYKa.
Ero oxBatuio xkenanue 0671agaTh €10, HO IPH 9TOM B TNTyOuHe AyIy AJEKC IIOHUMAJ, 9YTO 3TO celdac
HempaBuIbHO. Heyxkenu ceitdac, moce 605, HacleX, Ha TPS3HBIX JIUCThSIX, OHA ITOTEPSET CBOIO
HEBUHHOCTH? 30eCh HOJIKHA OBITh ITOCTEJIb U3 JIeMecTKOB po3. OHa 3acIyKuBajla HaMHOTO OOJIBIIIero,
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YeM MOT IIPEJIOKUTE AJIeKC. IJIeMEeHTapHbIH pa3yM TpeboBas, 4YTOOb OH OCTAHOBUIICS, OCTHIIL.

B3sB ce0s B pyku, AnieKc JeT Ha 3eMJII0 PSIOM ¢ Mer U Cllelo yCTaBUICS B 3eJIeHYI0 KDOHY IEPEBLEB.
Bce Teno ObUIO CTpALIHO HANIPSKEHO U HBLJIO OT HEYTOJeHHOM cTpacTu. OH B3OPOTrHYyJ, Korga Mer
[OTPOHYJACh [0 er0 PYKHU.

- Anexc, Bce B mopsimke? f coemnana 4To-TO He Tak?
B ee romoce oH yCIHIIIaT HEYBEPEHHOCTb.
- Bce xopoitio, - pe3ko 0TBETHUII OH, 60SICH CMOTPETh Ha Hee.

- Ho s BuXKYy, TH nepexuBaellb. Pebpa 601sa1? [ToyeMy TH HUUETO He CKa3ajl? - TPeBOXKHO
BOCKJIMKHYJIa Mer, 1T0JI0KMB eMy PYKH Ha IpyOb, HaMepeBasiCh YCIOKOUTD ero 60mb. Ho ee
IIPUKOCHOBEHUE TOJIHKO 000CTpUsio 60Ie3HEHHBIE OIIYIIeHUs TaM, I'Tie IelCTBUTEIbHO 00JIeno.

Anexkc cen, ybpaB ee pyKH CO CBOE TPYOH.

- 910 He pebpa, - CKa3aJl OH CKBO3b 3yOHL. - [IogoXKA1 MUHYTKY.

WX B3rIbl BCTPETUIIUCH, ¥ AJIEKC YBULETI, 4YTO Mer IOHsJIa IPOUCXOAsIIEe.
- [Touemy TH ocTaHOBUJICA? ... 5T 3HAIO, YTO NOIKHO OBUIO IIPOU3OUTH.

BpHJI nmu Anekc KOI"JIa-HI/I6YI[B 3&6YJIGT CETOOHSAIIHNUYN OeHb. Ero Temo He m03BOJIUT eMy 3a6BITB, qTo
CJIy4YHMJIOCEh 3[€Ch CEerogHs-d.

- Ia, HO He 3pech u He Tak. - OH yOpat el 3a yXO0 JIOKOH, YIaBIIKUN Ha JIAIO. - ITO OBII0 ObI
HEIPaBUJIbHO. - AJIEKC BCTaJs, COOMPAsiCh TOTOBUTHCS K BO3BPAIIEHUIO BO ABOpPel. Mer omepHya
IJIaThe ¥ TOXKEe BCTasa, OMUPAsCh HA €r0 PYKY.

- Cnacubo, Anekc.
- 3a 4yT0?

- 3a BCe, UTO THI CHEJAll CETOMHS. 3a TO, YTO YOUJI 3THX HETOfseB. 3a TO, UTO MOCTYIIMII TaK
671aropogHO.

Amnekc IO4YyBCTBOBAJI TPEBOTY. B ee royoce mpo3Bydyaso HeUTo OOJIbIee, 4eM IIPOCTOe BOCXUIIEHHUE.
B03M0XkHO, CETOTHS OH CHOeNal 4TO-TO He Tak. Ho 4To mMeHHO? KOHEe4YHO, TaKas, Kak Mer, He OTOacT
cebst CTOJIb JIETKO He3aBUCHMO OT TOTO, KAaKOM OBl CHJIBI CTPACTh HU 3aXBaTHia ee, IoKa He... AJIeKc
He Mor fymMaTth 06 aToM. OH fjaXke He CTaHET pacCMaTpHBaTh [iJis ce0s BO3MOXKHOCTD CTaTh €€
MYyZKeM, HECMOTPA Ha OXBATHUBILIEE €r0 OIIYIeHNe CYaCThs. OH He IIOOXOOUT e171, " HaCTaJIo BpeMA
IPSIMO CKa3aTh 00 3TOM.

- {1 He TOT, KaKUM THI MEHS IIpeacCTaBIId€Ib, Mer.

- Ecnu TH He MyKeCTBeHHEIN BOWH, IPEBOCXONHEIN CTpaTer U 071arOPOJHEIN YeI0BEeK, TOTAa KTO TH,
Arnexc? OTo UMeeT Kakoe-TO OTHOIIeHNe K Makrperopam? Tomac cka3an npasny? Thl Bce 9TU FOOBI
IpoBen ¢ MakrperopaMu?

- He 6yzmem roBoputs 00 3ToM, Mer.

- THI Bce ellle He [OBEPSIEIb MHE, - TPYCTHO 3aMeTuna Mer. - [ToaTomy T ocTaHOBUIICA? - B ee
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TOJI0Ce 3By4alla 6071b, HO ATIEKC 3aCTaBUll ceds He O6an.IaTB Ha 3TO BHUMaHHUE.

[loBepsin i OH er? AnieKC He 3HaJl. B KakKOU-TO MUT eMy II0Ka3ajioCh, 4YTO OH JoBepsieT Mer. B KoHIe
KOHIIOB, OHa Onlna u3 ropHou [lloTnaHouu, maxe ee oTel OBINT BOBNIeYeH B IjlaH 6paTa. Ho uTo-TO
ymepxkuBaio Anekca. Ee mparMaTAYHBIY TOOXON K MOJIUTUKE B OTHOIIEHUU K ropHOU [lloTnanguu,
0CO0EHHO B OTHOIIIEHUH KOPOJIsI fIKoBa K MakrperopaM, pa3o3mmi ero. OHa Ovlna He nmpaBa. OHHU He
MOTJIA CTOSITh ¥ CMOTPETh, KaK pa3pyllaloT uX Ku3Hb. Hago 0710 60POTHCS, TPAKTUYHO 3TO UK HET.
Kak oHa 0THeCeTCs K TOMY, YTO OH IMOOHUMET MeY IIPOTUB JII0fel KOPoJyisi?

Ero 6ecmokonno koe-uto emie. Ee 6mu3kue otHoueHus ¢ Kemmnbemnamu. [IxxeiiMu Kemnbesn u ero
Ky3eH Aprai OblTd TECHO CBSI3aHKI C KOPOJIeM. MOXKHO JI BEPUTh, YTO OHA HUYETO HE CKAXKeT
nOpy3bsiM? M0KHO, HO TOJIBKO He TOTHa, KOTHOa Ha KapTy ITOCTABJIEHO CIIMIIKOM MHOTO€.

- ,]:[OBepI/Ie He MMeeT K 3TOMY HUKAKOIr'0 OTHOIIEHUd, — 0pr61/IJI Anekc. - 1 0CTaHOBUIICS, IIOTOMY 4YTO
HEBUHHOCTH - IIOJAPOK OJIsd TBOETrO MyZXKa B 6paqHyfo HOYbE.

OTOT MOJApPOK He MPUHAMJIEXKUT €My, U 3[[eCh HUUero He 3aBUCHUT OT er0 KeJIaHus. AJIeKC YCIIbIIIa
ry6okuit B3mox Mer. X0Tenoch yCIIOKOUTD ee, HO OH CAepzKalcs. EMy IoKa3anoch, YTO B yTOJIKax ee
ria3 GJIeCHYU Clie3kl. Y Hero C3Kajioch cepplle, Ho OH Moidant. Tak mydine. HUKaKux MTio3uil B
OTHOIIEHUHU OYOYIIEero.

HOJIapOK OJIsd My2Ka. CrnoBa Anekca 3XOM OTAaBaJIUCh B €€ yiiax.

Mer 4yyBCTBOBaja HEJIOBKOCTh. CMBIC/I CKa3aHHOT'O OB IOHSATEH. AJIeKC He coOMpancs 3aHSATh 3TO
MecTO, YTOOH B OymayiieM OBITH PSmoM ¢ Hedt. ITocie Bcero, 4To IPOU30IIII0 MEXKIYy HUMHU CETOMHS,
€ro CJIOBa IIPUYUHUIN OCTPYIO 60/1b. Mer 3Hasa, 4YTO OH HEPABHOAYIIEH K Hel, 4To OH Xo4eT ee. YTo
ero ymepxkupaet? OHa CMOTpeJia Ha HeTo, IBITasiCh YBUOETh XOTh KaKOW-TO 3HAK, KOTOPHIM 0CIabuI
O 6011b OT ero cyoB. OHa He 3Hasa, 3a4eM el 3T0, HO YyBCTBOBaJa, YTO 9TO KU3HEHHO HEOOXOAUMO
¥ 4TO €l HUKOT[a B XKM3HU He X0TeJI0Ch Hu4Yero cuibHee. Ho Anekc ymopHO Mo4ar.

Hy 4t0 X, 9T0 peanbHOCTh. OH HE XOYET XEHUTHCS Ha HEU.

Y “MEeHHO B 3TOT TOPbKUN MOMEHT Mer yCJbllllajia ToI0C CBOEro cepalia. YCblilana Tak 0TYETIIUBO,
YTO HaXkKe YIUBUIIACH, YTO HE YCIIbIIIana ero pansine. OHa moOuT Amekca.

Tocmogu, Kak 3TO CNy4unoch? XoTs KaK 3TO MOTJIO He CIIy4YUThCs, mogymasna Mer. B Anekca 65110
JIeTKO BNOOUTHCA. HeoTpa3uM BO BCcex OTHOIIeHUAX. KpacuB Kak 00T, HeTIPeB30iIeHHEIY BOUH,
IIPEBOCXOMHEIN cTpaTter. Psgom ¢ HuM Mer uyBcTBOBasia ce0sl COBepIlIeHHO HHade. Ero cuma
II03BOJINIIA el OBITH caboii. C Tex Iop Kak OHa y3Hasla IIpaBhy o cBoeM Opate, OHa Oblla CUTIbHOM,
4yTOOH! OTEll BCerda MOT Ha Hee PaCCYUTHIBATh. [eiaTh BUJ, YTO OHA CHUJIbHAs, OBLIO HEJIETKO, HO
Arexkc, I0X0xe, TIOHSJI BCe IPaBWIBHO. PSiTOM ¢ HUM OHa 4yBCTBOBasa ce0si HeysI3BUMOH, U
CTOSIBIIKE Tlepen Hell Tpo0eMbl yKe He Ka3aJliCh TAKUMU HEIIPeOI0IMMbIMU.

C camoro Hayvana OH, [TI0X0XKe, BUJeJ ee HaCKBO3b. [Ipy HEM OHa HUKOT[a He YyBCTBOBasa cebs
HEYKJIIXel JeBYOHKOU IIPYU ABOPE, KOTOPHIM HUKOITIa He CTaHeT [AJid Hee cBouM. OHa He pas3
1opazasa ero CBoeu IpPSMOJIMHEHHOCTBIO, U €My 3TO, II0X0XKe, HPaBUJIOCh.

Mer cpa3sy mo4yBCTBOBajla AyXOBHYIO CBSI3b C AJIEKCOM, KaK TOJIBKO YBUIEJa €T0 B IIePBLIH pa3. UeM
Gonbiie Mer y3HaBaa ero, 0cCo00eHHO Korfia OH 00HUMaI ee ¥ Ipo0yKaal He U3BeNaHHYI0 paHee
CTPacTb, TEM 3Ta CBA3b CTAHOBUJIACH IPOYHEE. ..

Kak oH MOXKeT OTPHIIATh 3TO?
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Ona Xkpaja 3HaKa, KOTOPOI'O HUKOTI'Ia He 6yneT. B Irpyaou BCe€ CXKaJIOCh OT 6omu. OHa He CTaHET
nnakaTe. He ceriuac. ITo3xke. [To3ke, Korma 0Ha CMOXKET p6306paTbCH B cebe OKOHYATEIBHO.

BrimpsimuBIuch, Mer moBepHyJ/ach, Moa4da oOpallasichk K HEMY 3@ IIOMOIIBIO CIIPABUTHCS C KOPCETOM
¥ nmathbeM. U Anekc Tak e Mojida IIOMOT eil.

Iyran MakgoHain IpUBe Ha MECTO KPOBABOTO OOOUIIIA MOJIAECSITKA JTI0fied U3 TBOPLIOBOM OXPAHHL.
Ero He mMOKUJao 4yBCTBO TPEBOTH, ITOKA M3-3a epeBa He BhIIIeNl Makiayn ¢ KJIedMopoM, 3alluiias
00BekT OecnokoiicTBa [lyrana.

Hyran o61erdieHHo B3OOXHYJ - Mer Obina B 6€3011aCHOCTH.

OH OKMHYJ B3rIsiAoM Gurypy Mer u mpuiypuics, 3aMeTuB 6eCIIOPSIOOK B ee OfleK/Ie U MIPUITYXIINe
ryOsl. Ha ero nuile 3acThiia Macka 6e3pa3nuuunsi, XoTs BHYTpH OylieBaa sipocTh. BrIIO OHSTHO,
YeM OHM TyT 3aHMMAJIUCh. JTa CydYKa 3allJIATUT 3a 3alsiTHAHHYI0 penyTanuio. A Maknayn yMper 3a
TO, YTO IIOCMEJI IPUKOCHYTHCS K HEH.

Emy crmemoBaso u36aBUTLCS OT AjleKca MakJjayna ele YeThipe rofa Ha3af. [lyraa Majo o 4yeM
cozKarllesl B CBOeM XXKM3HM, HO TO, YTO OH He BOCIIOIb30BAJICS TOT{a ITaHCOM JIMKBAIUPOBATh
Maknayna, 00 CUX IIOp He JaBajio eMy okos. OH cpa3y XKe IoxKaJesl, 4YTO IPOSBUJI MUJIOCEPANE U
moIaAum ero. B aTom Ovlna MoTeHIMalbHasA OMaCHOCTh: ANIeKC MoTpedyeT BO3ME3IUS 3a CMEPTD
CBOMX POACTBEHHUKOB. OOBIYHO OH HE OCTABIISIT HEJOIEIaHHbIX e,

Ho torpa ero Gonbire 6ecriokoun 6paT Anekca. [TousiTHO, uTo Popy Makiayn oToMcTui OB 3a
cMmepTh Gpara. 3a [lyranom cranu 6bl ceguth. Ho Tenmeps OH MOHUMAJ, YTO BCETO JIMIIL TIOMEHSITT
OJHOI'0 MCTUTEJIBHOI'O Bpara Ha gpyroro.

Iyrain oropuascs Hemoiro. Bemb CKopo Bce OymeT UCIpaBiaeH0. BO3MOXHOCTb TOKBUTATHCS C
AnekcoM 00513aTeIbHO IPEICTABUTCS, ¥ OH OYIET TOTOB K 3TOMY.

- Yto THI 370€Ch fernaels? - TpeboBaTeNlbHO crpocui Maknayn. O4eBUIHO, OH 3aMETHUJI JTI0fiel 13
IBOPIIOBOY OXpaHHI, MHa4e, KakK paccynun [Iyrai, oH OB BOCIIOIBE30BaJICS MEUOM, KOTOPHIM TOJIHKO
YTO OIyCTHIIL.

Iyran He oOpaTui Ha HETO BHUMaHUSA 1 o0paTuics K Mer. EMy OblI0 TPYIHO CMOTPETH €M B JIUIIO,
CKpPHIBasi CBOM T'HEB, HO OH IOCTapaJjICsd TOBOPUTHL C HEM r0IocoM 00eCIIOKOeHHOT0 ITOKJIOHHUKA.

- Korga BB He BepHY/IHUCH KO ABOPY, Ballla MaTyIlIKa OYeHb 00€CIIOKOMIack. f IpenioxKuI noexarthb 3a
BaMU CJIefoM, - 00bsICHUII OH Mer. - Tenepb BUXKY, YTO NOCTYIIXT IPaBuiIbHO. C BaMU BCe B IIOpsAKe?
Yo cnyyusnocs? - OH CIeWnsICS C JIOLMAagy U HallpaBUiIcs K Mer.

- Co MHO# BCce xopomo. Ha Hac Hananu. - Mer BKpaTile paccKa3ana [lyrany, 4T0 IPOU30IIIO.
YroObI TONONUTH K Hel, [lyrany IpuIuiock 000UTH HECKONIBKO Tesl. OgHOTo yOUTOT0 OH y3Hall.

Tymoit 6071BaH, IogyMaln OH, IlepelraruBas yepe3 Teo ToMmaca MakkuHHOHA. OH OBIT paf, 4To
n30aBUJICS OT 9TOT'0 YejoBeKa. Makyayz oKasal eMy YCIyry, ©30aBUB ero OT 4ejloBeKa, KOTOPHIN
Oonnbiie He ObUT HyKeH. [TepBoHadanbHO [lyran maaHupoBai npubpaTh 3eMIu KjlaHa MaKKMHHOHA C
TOMOIIIBI0 TOMaca, KOTOPHIM, ITO-BUOUMOMY, IIEPEOIIEHUBAJI CBOM BO3MOXKHOCTHA. MaKKUHHOH OBII paf
HaiTH B [yrane 61M3KOT0 IO OyXy YesioBeka. Ho Bce mepeMeHunoch, Kak TOIMbKO Mer oTBeTHIIa
0TKa30M Ha IpepjnoxeHue Tomaca. Korpa [lyran npuexan B [laHKKH, OH IlepefyMaJl ¥ PELInJl caM
XKeHUuThCqd Ha Mer. IlepeMeHa IJIaHOB He CTHIKOBasach ¢ ToMacoM MakKKMHHOHOM, U [lyraa pelnn
B34Th [€JI0 B CBOU PyKu. Ha4e 3TOT I/IyIel] MOT BCe UCIIOPTHUTh.
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[Mopoiims onuxe, ,]Z[yran IMOYYBCTBOBAJI KaKYIO-TO HEJIOBKOCTE B OTHOIIEHUAX MEXOY Mer u Anekcom.
Bo3MoxHO, OH omudcs u MeX[Oy HUMH HUYero He OBIII0? OTa MBICIIH HEMHOTO YCIIOKOHJIa €T0.

- Wpmemrte, - cKa3ayn oH Mer, MPOTATUBAS el PyKy. - 9TO MecTo He [y Bac. [103BOIbTe MHE
MOCTABUTD BAC K Balllel MaTylIkKe. Mou oqu IpubepyTcs 3[ech. - EMy MPHUIIIOCh COepKaThC,
4yTOOBI HE YOAPUTH €e, Korga Mer B3rsiHy/a Ha AJIeKCa, CJIOBHO YMOJIsis He OTIIYCKATh €e.

Anekc He gBUTAJICS ¥ MOT4as. Jlyran yaelOHYJICS, IOHMMasi, YTO caMomobue Anmekca OymeT
YS3BJIEHO, eClii Mer yiiieT ¢ ero BparoM. MoxHO TOJIBKO IIPEeACTaBIIsATh, KaK Pa303/IUuTC AJIEKC,
Korpa Jlyran oOBsSIBUT O ITIOMOJIBKe ¢ Mer.

Maknayy B 4eM-TO 3aMelllaH, ¥ 9TO IIOMeIaao eMy Jo0uBaThCcst Mer MakKMHHOH, XOTs OBITTIO
TIOHSITHO, YTO OH XOTen ee. [lyran 3Han Ayekca, TOTOMY YTO MHOTO MeCsIieB HaOloman 3a HUM B
TIOPbME M TIBITAJICS CJIOMUTh. MaKkyayyl y4acTByeT B 4eM-TO, u Jlyrai JoTrafbIBasiCs, YTO 3TH Aeja
MOTJIH OBITH CBSI3aHBI C OCTPOBOM JIbtouc. JI:000€e COMpOTHBIEHKE TOPIEB MPUOBITHIO KOJIOHHCTOB Ha
JIstouc O6ymeT opranu3oBaHo Popu Makiaynom, a ero 6pat Anekc Bcerga 6ymeT psimoM C HUM.

Yro x, [yran OymeT moka HaOmo#aTh. 3a mMo6yio IOIy4eHHy0 UM HHpopMaluio CUTOH LIefpo
HarpaguT era Koreuwo, [Iyraia pa3mpakano, YTO OH BHIHYKIEH YTOXKOATh TAKOMY YeJI0BEKY, KaK
CutoH. JIopa-KaHIIEP KO BCeM ropIlaM OTHOCHUJICS C TPE3PEHNEM, He TPOBOMS PA3THUUNA MEXKIY
«BOCITUTAHHBIMY JIIONBMHU», KaK OH CaM, ¥ TaKUM HaKa3aHHeM, Kak MaKJaysl.

Ho [lyran OymeT ynbibaThCst U KMBATh, IIOCTYIIAsl KAK BEePHHBIN Iec, 671arofapHbIi 3a CKyIHbIEe 00BeOKH
C X035IMCKOM PyKu. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, iei0 CTOUT TOro. Koponb AKOB 0TGIaromapur ero 3a To, YTO OH
BBIJACT CEKPET BOCCTaHMS ropiieB. XoTsd [yran He omo6psii METOMBI KOPOJis, OH 0602Kasl ero 30JI0TO.
Ecnu OH ¥ UCHIBITEIBA/I KaKKUe-TO COMHEHUs, coOMpasch IpefaTh CBOUX XKe IOpleB, TO yCIoKanBal
ce0s1 TeM, YTO BO BCEY 3TOM MCTOPUM MOCTPafaloT Maknaynsl. M Anekc Makiayn B 4aCTHOCTH.

- Cniacu6o 3a npefioxeHue, - orBetuna Mer. - Ho s 6l x0Tesa 103a00TUTHCSA O CBOUX JTIOMISX.
Ilyran cmepzkai CBOY THEB, IIOHUMAsd, YTO OHA X04eT 0CTaThCsA ¢ MaKnaynoM, U yIEOHYICS.

- 41 yBepeH, uyTo Maknayy 060 Bcex 1m1o3ab0oTuTCs. - [lyran BhIpa3uTeIbHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha AJleKca,
IIOTOM IIOBEPHYJICS K Mer: - Ballla MaTyIllka oueHb 00€CIIOKOeHa, I CYUTal0, BBl JOKHEI €XaTh
HeMeMJIEHHO.

[Tpexne yeM IPUHSTH Mpemioxkenue Jlyrana, Mer emie pa3 6pocuiia B CTOPOHY AleKca YOUTHIH
ropeM B3TJIS.

- Xopo1to, s noeny.

Bo3M0XkHO, 0TKa3 AJleKca CHTrpaeT eMy Ha PyKy. CeromHs Be4epoM OH CHeflaeT el mpeioxkeHue,
II0KA OHA B TAKOM PaHHMOM cocTossHuH. OH 3aCTaBHUT ee 3a0kITh 00 Anekce Makiayme. Benb oHE Xe
COBEPIIEHHO He MOAXONAT OPYT OPYTY.

['maBa 13

3BeHALINY KOJIOKOJIbYMK CMeXa Cpefy IIyMa TOJIIEl IPUBJIEK €r0 BHUMaHue, KaK. CUTHaIbHBII MasK.
Mer cTosina psgoM ¢ MaTepbio, dnu3abeT u [IxeiMu. X oKpykKanu KaKrue-TO MyXKYUHEI, U BCE
BMECTE BECeJI0 CMesIINCh Haf 4eM-TO0. [I1maMs cBedel 0TpaXkasoch B I'Jla3dax Mer, CbIIANCS ee
JIETKUM CMEX.

OTOT cMex paHul Anekca, Kak yaap AupKa.
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Hy moueMy oHa BBITJISIAUT TaK YEPTOBCKM IIPUBJIEKATEIbHO? [[Pa3HUT €r0 BOCXUTUTETLHEIM HAPSIOM
B OeJIbIX ¥ 30JIOTUCTHIX TOHAX, KOTOPHIM BEITOIHO IOJYEePKHUBA BCE JKEHCTBEHHbIE U3THOH ee
U3YMUTEIbHOM QUTYPEI, AJIEKC TaK XOPOIIO WX MTOMHHUJI. MSTKKe KalllTaHOBbIe JIOKOHBI CTPYHUJIUCH I10
CIIMHe, TTogYepKuBas 0eM3Hy KOXKU. AJIEKC 3HaJI, 4TO OHa Oblla I'TafgKoM, Kak 6apxar, ¥ CIIafKoi,
Kak Men. OH MMOHMMAJI, YTO CMOTPHUT Ha Hee BO BCe I'JIa3a, HO HUYero He Mor ¢ co00M rmoaenaTh.

PeBHOCTB YHUYTOXKHNIIA €T0 PEIUTEJIbHOCTh, KaK KHUCJIOTA.

Takum Arnekc ObITT BCIO 9Ty Hefento. beCcroKoWHbIM, B3BePOLIeHHBIN, TPEBPATUBIIHNICS B TYT O
KJIyOOK HEPBOB. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO B JII00OM MOMEHT MOXKET Hajfle/laTh I'MIyIOCTEN. ATIEKC YBEPSIT
cebst, YTO 3TO M3-3a TOTO, UTO CO OHS Ha JieHb npueneT Popu u Anekc oTrnpaBuTcs Ha JIpouc. Ho oH
3HaJl, 4YTO UCTUHHAS IPUYMHA €r0 HeYPaBHOBEIIEHHOCTH KPOETCS B IPEKPACHOU [eBYIIKe, CTOSIIeN
HaIlpOTHUB.

Hab6mromaTh, Kak 3a Mer yxaxXuBarOT TOJIIbI TOKJIOHHUKOB, ¥ CO3HABATh, YTO 3TOMY HUKAK HEJTb3s
BOCIIPEISITCTBOBAThH, OBIJIO HACTOSIIEH MEITKONW. YyBCTBO 6€CIIOMOIIIHOCTH I TAKOT'0 aKTHBHOTO
YyeJioBeKa, Kak Ajnekc, ObII0 9yKAbIM. EMY X0T€I0Ch 3aIBUTh O CBOUX IIPABaX CaMbIM ITPUMUTHBHEIM
crmoco0oM, cefiyac OH YyBCTBOBaJI ce0s BapBapoM, KakK Ha3hIBaJld €T0 COTJIEMEHHUKOB XXKUTEJTU
PaBHUHHL.

Anekc 3Hall, 4TO Y HeTo HeT IpaBa peBHOBaTh. MeTr HYKHO OBIJIO TO, YTO OH HE MOT el IIPeIJIOXKUTh:
3aMy2KecTBO. Y Hee ObIJIO IIpaBO MCKATh My»Ka I0BCIOAy. Tak OTYero ke OH CEepPOUTCS?

Anekc OTpPOKUHYI B cebs1 OCTaTKX KPaCHOTO BUHA ¥ Pa3049apOBAaHHO ITOCTAaBUJI Ha KaPTOUHBIN CTOJIUK
nycToy 6okasn. HU4YTo He MOTJIO YCIIOKOUTH 00JIb B €T0 Ayiie. [Jaxke CO3HaAHME TOTO, YTO OH BCe
[eaeT MPaBUIIBHO.

HecMoTps Ha MOHUMaHUE TPOUCXOSINEr0, eMy ObITO TSIKeJo OTIyCcKaTh Mer. AlieKca IIpeciienoBasio
BOCIIOMMHAHKE O TOM, KaKuM OBIJIO ee JIWII0, KOTMla OHa ye3xkasa ¢ MakgoHanmoM. Boes. CmyleHue.
HewMmoit mpu3kiB, KOTOPEINA Tep3as ero coBecTs. OH HeHaBuen ceOs 3a TO, YTO 3aCTaBIISIET ee
cTpagaTh. M mo cux mop He MOT BRIOPOCUTH U3 TOJIOBHI TO, YTO €fiBa He IIPOM30III0 MexXay HuMu. He
MoOT 3a0BITh ee TyObl. HeXXHEBIN IIeNK rpyau. JIackoBoe ¥ MOJaTIuBOe TeJI0. AJIeKC He 3HaJl, CKOJIBKO
ele OH CMOXKeT IOMaBIISATL B cebe cTpeMyieHrne 00HATh ee, CaeNlaTh CBOeH, HECMOTPS HHU HA YTO.

Ecnu Gbl 9T0 Obl1a TOJIBKO CTPaAcTh! HeT, 3T0 GbIJI0 HEUTO Topas3fo cuinbHee. YyBCTBa, KOTOPHIE
pa30ynuna B HeM Mer, He OBITH IIOX0XKY Ha T€, YTO OH IepexXuBal mpexmae. Ero Bce Bocxuiamo B
HeW: KpacoTa, yM, UCKPEHHOCTbh, COCTPafilaHue, HaCTOMYUBOCTh. YBEPEHHOCTD, C KOTOPOU OHA
TIOIXOMMIIa KO BceMy. AneKCy 6€3yMHO XOTeJIOCh OBITh PAOOM C HEel, U C KaXKIbIM JTHEM CTaHOBUIIOCH
BCe TPyIHee HAallOMUHATh cebe, ToUueMy OH He MOXKET CHie/laTh 3T0. [loueMy HOJIKeH CTOSITh B
CTOpPOHE, KOTfla IPYTHe MYKUYMHE 3aHMMAIOT er0 3aKOHHOE MECTO PSIIOM C He.

B3poxnyB, Aniekc 0TBeJl B3IJIA OT Mer u BepHYJICA K KapTo4uHOU urpe. Jlopa-kaHuiep CUTOH U
cekpeTaphs banMeprHO OTCYyTCTBOBaIA CErOfHS, I03TOMY BHUMaHUE AJleKca IIPUBIIEK MapKu3
XaHTNHY, €T0 ONNOHEHT 3a KAPTOYHEIM CTOJIOM.

- XopolreHbKas MITy4YKa, He MIpaBaa JIu, - CKa3al MapKu3, - K ToMy e 6oraTasi, Kak s CIIbIIIal.

- KT0? - Antekc mocmMoTpesn Ha MapKu3a. DTOT YeJI0BEK He Bbifall II0Ka HUKaKOU II0JIe3HOU
“HGOPMAIIUH.

- Mer MakkvHHOH. MHe II0Ka3ajI0Ch, BBl CMOTPEJIHN Ha Hee. 4 cIiblal, oHa coOupaeTcs 3aMyX 3a
Mononoro Kemmnbenna.
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HoBocTh, KoTOpo# Gosiyicst Aylekc, KaMHeM Jieria Ha ceppue. OH cTapascs He TepsiTh
caMoo0JiamaHus.

- 41 He yBepeH, 4TO 00 3TOM OOBSABIISIIN.

- O0bsiBeHUs He ObUI0. - Mapku3 noxai nnedamu. - Ho g nonararo, 3T0 CIy4UTCS Yepe3 HECKOIbKO
nHed. JIoYb CKa3aja, YTO BCe yXKe PelIeHo.

BrsiHka I'opmoH HUYero He 3HaeT 00 9TOM, ycrnokauBan ce0st Ayekc. OHa 6ymeT mociegHel, KoMy
moBeputcst Mer. Ciyxu, ¥ TOJBKO. YCITOKOMBIIKCE, ATIEKC pa3zKaJl MajIblibl, IOHUMAsT, YTO CMSIIT
KapTHL B KyJIaKe.

- 4 crpImman, BH HA MPOIIJION Hefenne B XONMUPYACKOM apKe MPOIeMOHCTPUPOBAIH CBOE
HEeIPeB30HIeHHOe MacTepPCTBO BOMHA. MOsT HOYh HU O YEM IPYTOM, KPOME 3TOT0, He TOBOPHT.

Ajexc B3[IPOTHYJI, 3Has, YTO 3a UCTOPHUIO O CBOEM repONY€eCKOM IIOIBUTE OH [OJIXKeH 0J1arofapuTh
Posanuug MakkuuHoH. OH npeanoyes 6bl, YTOOH 0 €T0 IPUCYTCTBUM TaM HUKTO He 3HaJl.

- K cuacTrio, g OBLTT TaM pAOOM.

- YXKacHo, y2KacHO TO, YTO CITYYUJIOCh C OeIHSIKKOM, - TOKa4aJjl T0I0Boi XaHT/u. - B Halle BpeMst
IBITAaTHCS YOUTH [EBYIIKY 3a TO, YTO OHA OTKA3aJiach BEIUTH 3aMyXk! OTux BapBapoB ¢ OCTPOBOB
HY2KHO OCTQHOBUTb. - AJIEKC TIOUYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MAapKU3 IIPUCTAIBHO CMOTPUT Ha HETO, MBITAsCh
TIOHSITh €r0 PEAKIIo. - MCKITIoYast MPUCYTCTBYIOMINUX, KOHEYHO.

- PasyMmeertcs, - cornacuics Anekc. XaHT/Iu OLleHUBaIlle II0CMOTpesl Ha Ajekca:

- MHe MOTYT HOHaJIO6I/ITBC5{ JIIOOY C TaKUM TaJIaHTOM, KaK y BaC, €CJIK BEL KOI"JIa-HI/I6YJIB 3aX0TUTE
BOCIIOJIb30BAThCA CBOUM MEYOM.

Anekc 3aMep, IIOHuMasd, 94TO XaHT/IM HAaHUMAET BOMHOB OJIS 3alllUTH KOJTOHUCTOB.
- Byx[y HNMEThb B BUAY, - noo6e1_u;an OH, CTapPasACh HE BeIJAaBATh CBOUX MBICJIEH.

- BoT u xopoimo. - XaHT/I# BCTall U3-3a CTONa. - A ceildac, IpOoIIy IPOCTUTD, Y MEHS BCTpeyYa,
KOTOPYI0 HEBO3MOXKHO OTJIOXKUTb.

Anexc BcTan, Korga XaHT/IU CKPHIICS U3 BUAY. [Ipy HOBOM B3pHIBE CMEXa €T0 IJIeYH HaAPSTIuCh. Ero
He 6eCIIOKOUIIO, YTO 9TOT CMeX Ka3aJiCs MPUTBOPHEIM. HeromoBanue BO3pOCIO, KOTHa OH 3aMEeTHUT
psgoM ¢ Mer [lyrama Makpgosanpma. X0Td OHa, Ka3ajioCh, €fiBa BEIHOCHUJIA €r0 IIPUCYTCTBHUE, [lyran He
CKPHIBAJI CBOMX HaMepeHuN. AlleKC He CBOOUII C HETO Tj1a3, HaflesiCh, YTO MOSBUTCS BO3MOXKHOCTD
PACKpHITh UCTUHHYIO IPUUMNHY MOsIBIIeHUs MakgoHanma npu aBope. OH He Bepus, uto [Iyran
nmpuexa’ Ciofia, YTOOB IPOCTO MOyXakKUBaTh 3a Mer.

- OH OIIPOCHUII ee PYKH.

Anekc obepHycs u yBunen psapoM [Ixerimu. [ToTeMHeBIee nuiio KeMmnbesnna B TOYHOCTH 0TpazxKalo
IyIIeBHOE COCTOsIHKEe Anekca. TeM He MeHee, Jaxe eclii OHU OBIIM OJUHAKOBOTO MHEHUS o [lyTraine,
Anexkc uzberan [Ixermu. OcoOEHHO C TEX IOP, KaK TOT BEPHYJCS U3 Apralijia Ha IIPOIION Hefdene.
Anekc Ovi yBepeH, uTo [IKelMu He BEPUT ero 00bSICHEHUSM O 1LIe/ii ero mpebriBaHus 3meck. Kpome
TOT0, MEXKy HUMHU CYIIeCTBOBaja CKPHITAs KOHKYPEHIIKS, KOTOPYIO Helb3s ObIIO OTPULIATE.
Bepostro, [IxKeuMu cunTan AjleKca BUHOBATHIM B KaKOU-TO Mepe B HalajgeHuu Ha Mer B jiecy, gaxe
HECMOTPS Ha TO 4YTO OH CIIac ee.
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- OHa HUKOr[la He IPUMET €ro, - CKa3al HaKoHel AleKc.

- CoraceH, He IIpUMeT. - [IKelUMU C BEI30BOM ITIOCMOTPeJT Ha Ajniekca. - [ToToMy 4To OHa IPUMET Moe
IIpenoXeHue.

Y Asekca CBeJIO MBIIIIEL OT HAIIPAXEHUS.
- 41 monaraio, y Te0s eCTh IpHYKMHA [AJIST TAKOM YBEPEHHOCTH.
- EcTb. 4 3Hal0, YTO OHA MILET MyKa, U 5 - CAMBIN IOAXOASALINN BHIOOD.

- Ho He eIMHCTBEHHBIN, BO3MOXKHO. - Pa3apakeHHbIN BEIBOgaMu [xKeliMu, AJIeKC He yaepxKalics,
YTOOBI HE YKOJIOTH €T0.

JI>xenMHu IOHST ero HaMeK.
- [lepxKuch nopasnbiie oT Mer.

9THU CI0Ba IPO3ByYasid KaK BHI30B. AJIEKC MOMOHSI I'lla3a U BCTPETUJICS C TBEPOLIM B3TIISIIOM
Ixevimu. OH He MOOUI, KOTTIa eMy YTIPOKaIH.

- Unu ut0?

IKelMU He OTCTYIUJI, XOTS 00a 3HaJIK, YTO OH IIPOUTPAET B CXBaTKe. BO3MOXKHO, KOrma-HuOyIb
HACTYIIUT OeHb, U OH CMOXKET OPOCHUTH BEI30B AJIEKCY, HO He Teleph. B opyroi cuTyaluu MOCTYIIOK
I>xeyMu BRI3BAJI OBl Y AJIeKCa BOCXUILEHHE.

- Y MeHs ecTh 003peHUs 00 UCTUHHOM I[€JTH TBOETO IIPUCYTCTBUS IIPU OBOPE, - 3asBUI [IKeHMU. -
Y oHu, s yBepeH, OyOyT UHTePeCHH Ky3eHy Apraiiny. KoHe4HO, 3TO TOJTBKO JOTafKH, TI03TOMY S
IIOKa OCTAaBJIIO UX IPH cebe.

Anekc ynbIOHYJICS, XOTS JINIIO BEIpaxkasio IpefocTepekeHue.

- THI TOX0K Ha CBOEro Ky3eHa 0osibllie, yeM s mpepnonaran. OgHaKO TBOM IOJ03PEeHUS U IOMBITKH
IIaHTaXa HeYMECTHEL.

- 3HauuT, y TeOs HET HaMepeHUs CcHenaTh mpeanoxenue Mer?
Hy BOT. 9TOT BOIIPOC BCTasl Kak KaMeHHas CTeHa Ha Jopore ero CyAbOH U He [aBajl eMy ITOKOSI.

MHoro pas 3a IpOIIedIIy0 Hegeso AIeKCy X0TeJIoCh IOMPOCUTh Mer M0KIaThCsl ero BO3BPAIIeHHUs,
HO OH 3HAJI, YTO He OOJIKEH AesaTh 9T0. YepT, OH MOXKET yMepeTh Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO Hefellb. A B
JydiIeM ciiydae ero OyOyT CUMTATh IpefgaTesneM. Takoe OTHOIIEHNE K HEMY BO3SHUKHET Y
OONBIIMHCTBA XUTEJIeH PaBHUHEI 3a IIOMOIIL CBOeMY pofy, MakiaynaM u3 JIbiouca, B ux 60psoe
TTPOTHUB KOJIOHKUCTOB. AJIeKC laxke He OBUT yBEpeH, 4To Mer pasnensieT ero Hameperus. OHa
BBEICTYTIaJIa 3a COTJIAIIeHUE C KOPOojeM SKOBOM B OTHOIIEHUY €0 MONUTHUKY K ropiiaM. Bpsig nmu oHa
MOIOEPKUT BOOPYXKEHHOE CTOJIKHOBEHHE C JIIOABMH KOPOoJisi. YemoBeK, KOTOPOro CKOPO MOTYT
00BSIBUTH BHE 3aKOHA, HE CMOXKET BBIIOJIHATh (DYHKIMY IIOCPEeIHUKA, KOTOPOT'O HINET B JIUIE MykKa
Mer, 4TOOH YIPOYUTE IO3UIUIO CBOETO KJIaHa MPU KOPOJIe.

Bomee Toro, Ayiekc He CTAHET IIOfIBEPraTh ee elre O0JIbInel omacHOCTU. YTrpo3a oT ToMaca
MakkvHHOHa Obl/la TUKBUAKMPOBaHa. Ecniu packpoetcs, 4To Aynekc momoraeT MakjaynaM Ha JIbiouce,
mio6ble KOHTAKTHL C HUM CTaHYT onacHBIMUA. O4eHb OmaCHHIMU. Ero Bparu maxe MOTYT PEIIUTh
MCII0JIb30BaTh Mer, 4ToOH moOpaThCs 0 HETO CaMOTo.

Cepaue He JKeT 112 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

Korga oH mOKHHET SJII/IH6ypI“, OH IIOCTapaeTcCH, YTOORI BEPHOCTB Mer KOPOJII0 HKOBY HE BBI3BIBalla
BOIIPOCOB M3-3d CBA3MU C HUM. HYCTB ee OTeIl pelllaeT, HACKOJIbBKO YMECTHO PACKPHIBATE YHAaCTHUE €T0
KJjlaHa B OTPazKE€HUHU aTaKH KOJIOHUCTOB. I'maBa kKjaHa caMm PEeUInuT, 4T0 PpaCCKa3aTh JO04YepHu. Anexkc He
CTaHeT JgejlaTb 3TO 3a HeTO.

Ho 6btu y Anekca u gpyrue npuyuHbel. OH He MOXKET CTaTh IPEeJBOJUTEIIEM ee KJlaHa [0 TeX I10D,
II0Ka He OTIYCTHUT CBoe Ipoinoe. Eciu OB TOJIBKO OH MOT IIOBEPHYTHL BpeMs Ha3afl ¥ U3MEHUTh
MOMEHT, KOTZla OH OTKa3aJICs chaThes [lyrany, ero Ky3eHbl MOTTIM Obl OCTAThCSA B KUBHIX. HO OH
Opocun Be30B [lyrany, naxe Korga 6uTBa Oblna IpourpaHa. BEUI MOJIOR U caMOHafesH, BEPUI B CBOIO
HenoOenuMocThb. 1 ero 6e30TBETCTBEHHOCTh CTOUTIA KU3HU Ky3€HaM.

Teneps y HEro MOsIBUIACh BO3MOXKHOCTh CBEPIIUTEL Bo3Me3nue. Kem ke oH OymeT, eciiid MOBePHeTCS
CIIMHOM K CBOEMY POfy, K TeM, KOT0 OH IIOJBeJI paHbIle?

Anekc nocMoTpen [IKerdMu IPSMO B JIAIIO.

- Y MeHsl HeT HaMepeHUs OeflaTh peaiokeHne rocrnoxe MakKUHHOH. - AJIeKC IocTapascs, YTOOk
HOTKY TOpeYy He 3aKpajlCh B er0 T0JI0C, HO He CMOT U30aBUTHCS OT 00JIe3HEHHOT0 OIIYIIeHNUS B

TPYAHU.

- Xopormo. - [ToHrMast, YTO OH 0YEHb OTTACHO UCKYIIaeT Cyar0y, [IKedMu OTCTyIuI OT Ayekca u
HaIpaBWICA B CTOPOHY Mer. Anekc Habmiofgan 3a HUM, eiBa COepKUBas IPOCTb.

B 3TOT MOMEHT, CJIOBHO yTrafiaB HalpaBJieHUe ero MEIC/Iel, Mer mocMoTpea B CTOpOHy Anekca. Ux
B3TJISIABI BCTPETUITUCH. AJTIEKC IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CAABUJIO TPY[b ¥ CTPAHHOE HANPSIKEHUE
PaCTEeKIIOCh II0 BCEMY TeIy.

OH 3Han, yTo Mer Ha0/I0maNa 3a HUM BCIO HEHEJI0, CMYIlleHHas ero BHe3amHeIM yxogoM. OH He
XOTeJl IPUYKHSTD e 60J1b, HO He MOT [IaTh TO, YTO el HyKHO ObIJI0 Gosblile Bcero. byner myuiie,
€CJIA OHA IIOMMEeT 3TO cenuac.

Anekc oTBepHyJics. KaXObi IeHb, HET, KaXas MAHYTa, IPOBEIEHHAs B HEIIOCPEeNCTBEHHON
671130CTH OT Hee, ocnabiisiyia ero pemuTenbHOCTh. CKOPO HUYETO0 OT Hee He ocTaHeTcs. Emy Ob
TOJIBKO IIPOAEPKAThCA ellle HeCKOIbKO gHel. Ho 3T0 oueHb TPyAHO, KOTAa KaXaas KjIeTo4yka ero
Tejla CTPaCTHO XkKejaja TOro, 4Yero OH He MOT ChenaTk.

BokoBeIM 3peHneM Anekc 3aMeTu, Kak [lyran BEICKOIb3HY U3 3ajia. Kak pa3 Takoi BO3MOXKHOCTHU
OH u XkpaJ. JI:o6oro mosofa, 4ToOBl YUTH OTCIOfA, [T0OKa OH HE CHeal 4ero-Hubyap, 0 4eM IoxaseeT
notoM. Hanpumep, MeTHYThCSI K Mer, 00HSITD ee U LIeJI0OBaTh 10 TeX I0p, II0Ka BCe B 3TOM 3aJie He
IIOMMYT, YTO OHA IIPUHAMJIEKUT TOJIBKO EMY.

Anekc moies 3a JIyrajoM o X0JIOMHEIM KOPHAOPaM [BOpPIia B yKe 3HAKOMOM €My HallpaBIeHUH.
[TpuponHOe 4yThe 060CTPUIIOCH, KOTIa OH IIOHSIJI, YTO MOXKET IOIyYUTh HAaKOHEIl MOIT0KIaHHOe
MOKa3aTeIbCTBO. IIogaBuB BoJIHeHHE, AJIEKC COCPENOTOYHIICS Ha TOM, YTOOBI €r0 He 3aMEeTHIIH.
Iyran HeCKOJIbKO pa3 OTJISALIBANICS Ha3af, CIIOBHO 0XKHUIAJ MPeciieloBaHust, HO Ayekc OBICTPO
rcye3as U3 moJis ero 3penus. Korga oH yOemuicst B TOM, Kyga ciegyeT [lyraj, OH CIeluabHO
OTCTaJI OT Hero, 4YToOLI ¥ BOBCE OCTAThCS HE3aMEUEHHEBIM.

Iyran 3aimen B Ty CaMyi0 KOMHATY, roe Anekc crmenun 3a CUToOHOM u BanMepuHO. ANIeKC TOHSIT, 9YTO
YyThe ero He IOMABEJIO U Ha 3TOT pa3. MakmoHangsl oOMaHbBanu Popu u Opyrux ropues. ANeKc
OCTOPOZKHO TTOAOIIEN K KOMHATe U CIIPSITAJICS B TOU JKe HeyJoOHOM HHUIIe, YTO U PaHbIIE.

- Pap, 4To THI CMOT IIPUCOEOUHUTHCA K HaM, MaxkmooHang.
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Anexkc YCIIBIIIAJI TOJIBKO KOHEIl ITPUBETCTBUSA JIOPAA-KaHIJIEPA CuTtoHa, HO YJI0OBHUII CapPKa3M B €TI0
rojoce.

-4 IIPUHOINY CBOX M3BMHEHHUA 3d 3aJE€PZXKKY, JIOPA-KAHIJIED, HO TYT HUYEro He II0oAeJIaeIlb. MHue
XO0TeJIOCh Y6GI[I/ITI>C5{, 4TO MOU YXOIO U3 3ajlda HUKdK HE KOMMEHTUPOBAIIN.

- Y Bac ecTh mpuYuHH A9 6€CIIOKOMCTBA? - C MOf03peHrueM cupocus CUTOH. - Br 4eM-To
oOHapyxRumu ceds?

- Het, munopgm, - nocnemHo oTBeTun Jyran. - 4 TOIbKO cuuTa, 4To OymeT pa3yMHO MIPUCMOTPETH 3a
ropuamMu, KOTOphle HaXOOsITCS IIPH [IBOpPe, 0CO0eHHO 3a AyekcoM MakiaynoM. 9 eMy He IOBepsiio.

- MeHs He UHTEpecyeT Ballla 6eCKOHeYHast KJIaHOBas Bpaxma, MakmoHasn. Bompockl ¢ BapBapaMu
pemraiiTe camu. [lenaite To, YTO CUUTaeTe HeOOXOOUMBIM. ECI 3TOT 4eI0BeK IIPEeACTaBIIsIeT YIPo3y,
ybupaiiTe ero. f TOJIBKO YTO F'OBOPUJ IPUCYTCTBYIOIINM, YTO KOPOJIb HE ITOTEPIIUT 0YEPEIHOT0
npoBana. Bce HenmpegBuoeHHbIE 00CTOATEILCTBA NOMKHb OBITH yUTEHH. Ha 3TOT pa3 ocTpoB JIbiouc
OOJIZKEH OLITH KOJIOHM3WPOBAH.

Arnekc moHsI, 4To [lyran TOJIbKO YTO ITOJIy4YUNl pa3pelieHue yOuTs ero. MHTEpecHo, CKOJIBKO BpeMeHU
eMy IToHafgoOUuTCS Ha 9T0?

- 41 yXe Haydan BECTU IIpeiBapUTEIIbHBIE ITIEPETOBOPHI, - MPO#oIKan CUTOH, - U TIOTyUnII
OKOHYaTeIbHOE MOATBEPKAECHNE, UYTO KOJIOHUCTH TOTOBHI BEICTYIIUTD, KaK ¥ JOT0OBAPUBAUCh. YTO BHI
y3Ha/Iu 0 BO3MOXKHOM CONPOTUBIIEHUH, MaKJoHAI?

- Huuero HoBorO, - ycnbiian Anekc oTBeT [lyrana. - ['7TaBel KJIaHOB BCTPeYaInCh, YTOOE 0O6CYIUTH
BO3MOXKHOCTH €IIle OOHOM IOMBITKYA KOJIOHU3UPOBATL OCTPOB JIbIOMC, HO OHU HE CYUTAIOT 3TY MOIBITKY
Hen30exHOM. [T03TOMY COIIPOTUBIIEHNE MaJIOBEPOSITHO. Bo BCSIKOM CiTydae - OpraHM30BaHHOe.

Anexc TIOHUMaJ, YTO HUYEMY YOUBIIATHCS HEe CTOMUT, HO, MaXkKe CTOJKHYBIIKUCH C TAKOH 04eBUIHOCTEHIO,
He MOT ITOBEPUTH B IpefaTenscTBo [yranoB. OHM MOKJISIUCH B BEDHOCTH TJIaBaM KJIAaHOB, o6elnany
TIOMOYb B 60pE0€ C IMOIBITKAMHU KOPOJIS PA30PUTh OCTPOB. Temeps IMOTydaeTcs, YTo u3-3a [lyraaa OHu
BCE MIPEeIaTey.

HecomHuenHo, [lyran oXunaj BeI3BaTh K ce0e CHMITAaTHIO CO CTOPOHBI KOPOJIsi, CHabxKas
nHpopmanret CUTOHa O MJlaHaxX ropieB. Popu npupmeT B SIpOCTh, Y3HaB 00 3TOM IIpefaTeNIbCTBE.

Ho cnepytomue cnoBa CuTOHa 3acTaBUIU AneKca OTOPOCUTh Hee MBICIIH 0 MakgoHasax.

- 41 xouy 3HATH O IJIaHAX T'OPIEB HEMEJIEHHO, KaK TOJIbKO BaM CTAHET YTO-TO U3BeCTHO. JIto6oe
COTIPOTHBIIeHHE OyHeT mofaBiaeHo. Koponb gan yeTkue ykasaHus. Haimm Ioau monydung
VMHCTPYKLUKU IPUMEHSTh CUJTY IJIsS U3THaHUS BapBapoB C ocTpoBa JIpiouc. - CUTOH caesan mayay. -
Bxmiovast yOuiCTBa U yBEYbs, UTOOR MPEMSITCTBOBATh COIPOTUBIIEHHUIO. TO 3Ke caMoe 0XKHUIAET BCEX,
KTO OKaXKeT UM IOIEPKKY.

Anekc He BepUJ CBOUM yInaM. YOuiicTBa 1 yBeubs? CroBa CUTOHA BEI3Ba/IM B HEM OypHOE
npenuyBCTBUe. TOJIBKO ceryac AneKC MOHAJ, KaKOe YHUXKeHUe IIepeXuBall KOpoJib fIKOB 13-3a
IIpoBaJsia MOIBLITKY KOJIOHU3UPOBaTh JIbionc. Takoi KeCTOKOCTH SIBHO CIIOCOOCTBOBAJIA HACMEILIKY CO
CTOPOHBI QHTJIMUCKUX NOANaHHEIX. AHTTIMYaHe 3asBUJIM, YTO KOPOJIb, KOTOPHIN He CIIOCO0eH
yIoepXkaTh B pyKaX FOPCTKY BapBapoB, He MOXKeT yIIpaBnsaTh AHrIuel. Bropas nonsiTka He JOJIXKHA
OblIa TPOBATUTECS.

HapgenvB KOJIOHKHCTOB C PABHUHEI ITIOJTHOMOYUSMY UCTPEOUTD KUTEJIEeH 0CTPOBa, KOPOJIb TAKUM
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06p&30M CaHKIIXMOHHUPOBAJI MaCCOBO€E YGHIZCTBO cBoux mogen. [Toxoxe, coBa CuTOHa faxe O
Hyrana OKa3aJINCh HEOXKUOaHHBIMHU.

- Ho, MUJIOPH, KOT'Oa I'OPIbL HOIZMYT, 4YTO IIPOMCXOOUT, UM HUYETO HE OCTAaHETCHd, KakK
COIIPOTUBIIATLCA.

HWMeHHO Ha 3TO OHU ¥ HafeITCH, Tiayien. 310 GYJIGT KPOBABO€ 3aBOE€BaHNE U HAAPYIdTEJIbCTBO HA
mogbMu. OT I'POMKOT'0 CM€Xa CutoHa y Arnexca 3acThlIa KPOBE.

- Koneuno, oHu OyZyT CONPOTUBIATLCA. - AJIeKC IpefCcTaBul YXMbUIKy CUTOHA. - ITO OygeT 04eHb
TparuyHo. Ho uTo nopenaems?

Amnekc mpuKacs CIUHOM K KAMEHHOU CTeHe, IBITAasICh OXJIaAUTh CBOM rHeB. OH ITy00KO B3OOXHYII, U
B I'0JIOBE HAKOHeIl POsSICHUIOCh. EMy He00X0IMMO TOBECTH CBOE [EJI0 OO KOHIIA, XOTS OH BPEMEHHO
OTBIIEKCS OT BCET0, pafgy Yero okasaJscs 3mechk. OfHa oyapoBaTeabHas JIeCHas HuM@a egBa He
paspymmuia Bce. Ho Temeps, Korga OH y3HalI 0 JKeCTOKUX HaMepeHUsIX KOpOJisi, ero [Or elne 6oree
oueBUeH. Bce MTMyHOE JOMKHO OTCTYIUTh Ha BTOPOU IIJIaH.

OcTaeTcst ToIbKO ogHO. Boph0a.
Anekc oTmnpasinseTcsd Ha JIbionc HeMedIeHHO, KaK TOIbKO MprueneT Popu.

Mer Bupena, Kak AJleKC ITIOKHAHYJI 3aJl, C y2Ke 3HaKOMBIM YyBCTBOM pa3o4dapoBaHusi. OH IIOYTH HE
pasroBapuBar ¢ Hel. Kaxablii Beuep OHa Hafiesaach, YTO OH U3MEHUT CBOe peleHue. Ho
CETrOMHSIITHUY Beuep He IPUHEC el HU4ero HOBOTO.

[Tocnenusist Hemenst Obla caMoil TPYIHOM B XkKu3HU Mer. E#l Hafo OBIJIO COXpaHATh XOpoIlee
HacTpOeHUe C pa30UTHIM CEPALIEM B I'PyAH. B co3HAHUM OTIIeYaTanoch Kaxmoe MTHOBEHHE TOTO AHS
B 1ecy. Anekc pa30ynui B Hell CTpacTh. Eif XOTeIoCh I1eyi0BaTh €r0 CHOBAa M CHOBA, IIPUKACAThCI K
HEeMY, BUIETh €r0 PSIOOM KaXKIbli NeHb. Beob OH ToXe Bce MOMHUT. He MOXeT He TOMHUTB!

Amexc mepKaJjcs B CTOPOHE, HO ero rila3a IMPUCTaIbHO OTCIEXKUBAIN KaXaoe NBUXKeHne Mer,
BHI3BEIBasA Y Hee IPOXKb B M03BOHOUHMKE. OHa Olylllana, Kak B HEM PacCTyT 'HEB U pa3odyapoBaHue, HO
OH He TIOJIXOMOWII K Hel. AJIeKC X0TeJl ee, HO YTO-TO MeIIajio ero 4yBcTBaM. Eciu Ol OH JOBEpPUICS el
¥ OTKPOBEHHO paccKa3sajl, YTO MPEeNsATCTBYeT UX CONuKeHu:!..

Ho B TO ke BpeMst Mer Gosinack y3Hath mpasny. Ecnu Beputh ciioBaM Tomaca MakKMHHOHA, AJleKC
cpaxasics BMecTe ¢ Makrperopamu, OblI BHE 3aKOHA. XOTs KaK Ha 3TO IIOCMOTPeTh, cuuTana Mer. Ee
0eCrIoKOuIO0 3TO, HO OHA 3Hasa: eciu AJIeKC CTajl U3T0eM, TO TOJIKO pafy KaKou-To 671aroponHoOM
nenu. Ho oHa moKa He 3Hasla, KakKoe 9TO UMeeT 3HaueHue, eCId pacCMaTpUBaTh ero B KaueCcTBe MyxkKa
U [IpeBOOUTENIA KJIaHa.

Heyxenu oHa OTHaa cepiile He ToMy MyxunHe? Eme xyxke, oTHana cepille YeloBeKy, KOTOPHIN He
mo6uT ee. JIro60Bb 663 B3aUMHOCTH - ITUIIA OJIS TO3TOB U IIUCATENIel C He3almaMsTHEIX BpeMeH. M aTo
CIIYYHUIIOCH C HEeH, C KEeHIIMHON, KOTopas IOK/IsAIach HUKOTMa He CIIyIIaTh BeJIeHus cepaia. Mer,
XOJIOMHBIN ¥ TBEPIbIM IparMaTHK, BIIOOUIACh.

OHa HUKOTZA He {iyMaJia, YTO ee CepAlle MOXKeT OBITh B OIIACHOCTU. HO 3TO He MOIKHO UMETh
3HaueHHs, OHa He 3aby[eT o IeNid cBoero npeOrBaHus 37iech. Eif Halo HATH MyXKa, a BpeMs Ha
ucxoge. Uto genath? OHa HUKOITIa He CTaHET BCePhe3 pacCcMaTpUBaTh Ipefnjioxkenue [lyrana
MakpnoHasnma, 0co0eHHO II0CJie TOT0, UTO Y3Hana 0 HeM. MoXKeT 1 OHa IPUHSATH IPeAJioKeHne
[xelMu, 3HasA, 4YTO He JIIOOUT ero, a TI00UT gpyroro? Ecnu OB OHa TOJIBKO MOTJIa y3HaTh, YTO
MelaeT AJIEKCY cHemnaTh ey MpeioXeHue.
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- C Toboi1 Bce B mopsaake, Mer? - cupocuia 9nu3aber. - Y Te0s pacCTpOEHHEIHN BUL.
- Bce xopotuo, - BrijaBuia yne0Ky Mer, - HeMHOT0 ycTasa. [loiay nmprHecy mapy 60KajoB BUHA.
- 41 mory mouTu ¢ To60H, - IpeasioRu [IxKeimu.

Ho Mer yxe nomna. Eif XoTemoch MoOBITh OMHOM, XOTSI OHa ITIOHMUMAJIa, YTO MOCJe CITy4YUBIIETroCs
HamageHus Inu3abet u [IKeiMu BOTHOBAINUCH 3a Hee. [0 cux mop OBIJIO TPYIHO ITOBEPUTD, YTO
[OBEPEHHBIN YeJI0BEK OTIIa MBITancs yOuTh ee. MaTh ynana B 0OMOpOK, KOTHa y3Hasa, YTO IPHUIIIOCh
IIePeXKUTh ee [0YEPH, a 03XKe IIociaja IXMChbMO MYXKY C HOBOCTBIO O IIpefaTeNnbCcTBe ToMaca
MakKHHHOHaA.

Mer comporuynachk IPU MBICTIA O TOM, YTO MOTJIO IPOU30UTH, HE 0KaXKUCh psimoM Anekca. OH yxe
IBaXK[IbI CIIacC e¥ XKU3Hb. ITO HallafleHue IIOMOTJIO IIOHSATh Mer, 4TO eCTh HEKOTOPBIE BEIId, KOTOPHIE,
Kak OBl CJIBHO OHA HU CTapaJiach, OHA IPOCTO HE CMOXKeT caesaTh. HampuMep, 3alIUTUTE ce0s1 OT
IecsaTKa BOOPYKEHHBIX 6aHAUTOB, BO3HaMePUBIIUXCS YOUThL ee. OHa TaKXkKe MOHSa, KakK IIJI0X0 OHa
YyBCTBYET OMACHOCTh. AJTEKC IOYYSIJT YIPO3y 3a70JIr0 A0 TOro, KaK Mer MOHsIIa, 4TO OHa
cyuiecTByeT. HeolleHUMOe KayeCcTBO [JIs TJIaBHl KJIaHA, UTA CKOpee OIS JOBEPEHHOI'0 MTOMOIIHKUKA
TJIaBBI KJIAHa.

Mer npusHanach cebe, 9To el HpaBUTCS OBITH IO 3aIlIUTOM AneKca. Beqib 0oHa Horoe BpeMs
paccuuThiBala TOJILKO Ha ce0s1. Kazanock, uTo Anekc o61afaeT CioCOOHOCTHIO BUETh BCE BOKPYT.
TUnu4HbIM BOVH. BeiepKaHHbIM. XTagHOKPOBHLIM. EMy HUKTO He HyXK€EH.

Mer IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa KOM B I'OpIJIE. «4 €My He Hy2XKHa».

Mer HampaBuiach K CTOJy C HAIUTKAMU, HO BHIHYKIEeHa Obllla HECKOJIBKO Pa3 OCTAHABIMBATLCS IJIs
npuBeTCTBUU. [[0as 10 cTona, Mer HEIpHYIa 3a KOJIOHHY, 4TOOR n30exkaTh BCTpeuu ¢ BrsiHKOM
I'opmon. Ceriuac Mer MeHbIIIe BCETO XOTeJa C Hel pa3rOBapHBaTh.

Ha npomoit Hepene BbsgHKa faa MOHATH, YTO ecu AJIEKC MILET XXeHY, TO eMy Haio 00paTUTh
BHUMaHNe Ha HeOTPa3uMYyI0 JO4YKY MapKu3a XaHTJ/IA. Mer HaxMypuiiach, BCIOMHUB, UTO CErOIHSA
Anexc urparn B KapTel ¢ oTuoM besgHkY. CTpaHHad mmapa. Mer yXKe He B IIepBBEIY pa3 3amedasa Anekca
B HeOOBIYHBEIX KOMIIAHUAX. AJIeKCa Ollpefie/IeHHO HUKOTa He 3auHTepecyeT bosiHka ['opmoH. XoTs
HeJlb3s1 OTPULIATh, UYTO OHA KpacuBa. Beskuii pa3, Korfga AJeKC CTaJIKUBAJICS C HEU, y Hero Ha JIule
TIOSIBJISITIOCH JKeJlaHue MOCKOpee UCYe3HyTh. BhsiHKA, MOMXKHO OBITh, TOXKE YYBCTBOBAJIA 3TO, IOTOMY
YTO KCII0JIb30Basa JII00yI0 BO3MOXKHOCTb PACCIIPOCUTHh MeT 0 ee B3aUMOOTHOIIEHUSIX C AJIEKCOM.

Ho na ator BOIIPOC Mer u caMa He 3HaJla OTBeTa, JaxKe ecyik OBl 0YeHb 3aX0Tela Y3HATh.

KosonHa, y KOTOpPO# CTOsi/Ta Mer, CKphIBaia €e OT TOCTOPOHHUX I'JIa3, HO IIPH 3TOM He CO3[1aBaioCh
BIIeYATJIEHUS, UTO OHA IPSYeTCs. BUIHeINCh MHIIb IMUPOKUe 100KK ee Hapsiga. Po3anuup momoOpaia
moyepu KpeMoBOe IIJIaThe, YKPalleHHOe OeTMKATHON 30JI0TOM BHIIIIMBKOM, KOTOPOe 3aMedaTellbHO
TIOJIXOIUIIO K OTHEJIKE 3ajia, II03ToMy Mer Oblyla He CIIMIIKOM 3aMeTHa. XOPOIIo, YTO MaTh 3alpeTusa
el BHOBb HaJIeTh OPaHKeBOe IJIaThe. BBII0 YTO-TO HEMHOT'O JETCKOE B TOM, UTO B3pOCIas AeBYyIIKa
II03BOJISIET CBOEH MaTepu MombupaTh A Hee Hapsa. Ho Mer mpuIioch Mpu3HaTh, YTO CO BKYCOM
Po3anuHpg oHa HE MOTJIa COTIEPHUYATh.

[TpeHeOpeXuUTENbHOE YIIOMUHAHNE €€ UMEHH IIPUBJIEKIIO BHUMaHue Mer K pa3roBopy besiuku. Ei
maxke He Hamo OBIIO IOACTYIINBATE, IIOTOMY YTO I'0JI0C BbsiHKY OB CIIBIIIEH efBa JIX He Ha BCIO
[MoTnmanmuio.

- Ero HUCKOIBKO He UHTepecyeT Mer MakKUHHOH, - XuxuKHyna bbsHka. - Kak 6yaTo caMbIit
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KpacHUBBIA MyXK4YMHa [IPU ABOPE MOXKET 3aUHTEPeCcoBaThCS TakKou, Kak Mer. OHa IMPOCTOBAaTa,
CJIUIIIKOM Cephe3Ha, MHOT'O YMHUYAET U TOBOPUT CTPaHHBIE BEIIX BCAKUM pa3, KaK OTKPHIBAET POT.
Hukakoi meBu4Ybeil CKPOMHOCTH.

Y Mer Bce cxKaoch B rpyau. To HenpaBaa. OHa HpaBuTcs Anekcy. HemoHsTHO, mouyeMy OH
cmepxuBaeT cebs, HO Mer 3Hasa, YTO 9TO TaK.

- Ho oH ompeneneHHO BHIENSET ee CPedy OCTAaIbHBIX, - CKa3asl OOUH U3 KOMIIaHbOHOB BbsHKH. - 1
COTJIaCeH, YTO OHHU He IIapa, HO Haflo IPHU3HATh, YTO MeT IMOX0pOoIlesa 3a I0CIeIHIe HECKOIbKO
Heelb.

- Bonbie Hekyna! - cka3ana besiHKa, ¥ Bce paccMessnuch. - Ee TpygHo Ha3BaTh Kpacasuled. OHa
b 671egHAs KOS CBOeX MaTepu. 3allOMHUTE MOY cJIoBa: Ayekc Makyayy MoxKeT BEOpaTh Jt00yio
JKEeHIKHY IIpu ABope. Ecnu oH u XKeHUTCS Ha Mer MakKUHHOH, TO 110 APYTOY IIpUYUHE.

Bo3moxHO, croBa BbsiHKY He paHumau Obl ee Tak 001bHO, eciii 661 Mer caMoii He TPUXOIUIIO 3TO B
T'0JIOBY MHOT'O Pa3. YMOM OHa ITOHMMAJIa, 9YTO MOXKET IIPeJI0KUTh roOpa3ao 00JIbIlle, YeM KpacHuBast
BHEIIHOCTB, HO B IJla3axX AJeKca OHa IMOYYBCTBOBAjIA Ce0s MO-HACTOSIIEeMY KPaCUBOM, JKeJTaHHOM.
Opuako BrsiHKa CBOeM KOIKOCTHIO JIUIINIAa Mer 3Toi HeHago/Iro oOpeTeHHON YBePEHHOCTH B cebe.
OHa chexXunach, BCIOMHMB, KaK €e PajloBaii U3MEHEeHHs B CBOGH BHEIITHOCTH IIOCTIeIHHE IBe
Hemenu. BesgHKa mpaBa, Mer HUKOT{Ia HE CPABHUTCS CO CBOEH MaTephio.

- HecoMHEHHO, OH X0YeT MOJIyYUTh ee 3eMJIH, - Tpofonxkana besHka. - Y Hee xKe Opar
cnaboyMHBIN. - Mer Tak cxKaJa KyJaKy, YTO HOI'TH BIIUJIMCH B JIaOHHU. - EC/iu y HETO momy4uTcs,
Arnexc cTaHET HaCTOSIIUM I'J1aBOY KjlaHa MaKKMHHOHOB II0CJIe CMEePTH ee OTLa. f 3Hal0 HEKOTOPHIX
MYK4YKH, KOTOPbIE TOTOBH 32 MEHbILIEe KEHUTHCS JaXKe Ha JIOUIau.

Y Mer BCHBIXHYJIM IIEKH OT TAKOT0 Tpy0oro cpaBHeHUs. «Y TeOs 3eMu O0Jblile, 4YeM y MeHS, -
XOTEJI0Ch KPUKHYTh Mer, Korfa oHa Opocuiack Ipoys. - [ToueMy ke OH He mo6uBaeTcs Tebs1, eciu
3eMJIs - 9TO BCE, YTO EMY HYXKHO?»

Y Mer KOJIOTUJIOCH CEPALE OT MBIC/IM O TOM, KaKHe CIIyXY pacClIpOCTPaHSITCSA 110 OBOPY TaKUMHU, KaK
Bosinka u ee apy3bs. Eit 661710 0ueHb 6071bHO. X0Ts Mer 3Hasa, 4TO BCE 3TO JIOXKE.

Anexkc He HO3H 1 He Tomac MakkuunoH. OH He X0UeT XKeHUTLCS Ha Hell. OH BIIOJIHE MOT COOIa3HUTH
€e U 3aCTaBUTh BHIMTH 3a HETO 3aMyXK, HO [I0YEMY-TO OCTAHOBUJICS. KOHEYHO, 9TO JOKa3bIBAET, UTO
OH YEeCTHLIN YeJIOBEK.

KoBapHntie cioBa BrsTHKY BCe-TaKy BHECTIU CMYTY B myiry Mer. OHa BHOBb 3afiaBajia ce0e BOIIPOC,
KOTOPHIN CYMTasa AJisi cebs peleHHbIM. AJleKC HUKOTIa He BHIPBET BJIACTh U3 PyK Oparta. OH
aMOWITMO3HBIM ¥ CUTILHEIN TUOEp, HO He nuileMep. YeCTHRIN ¥ BePHEIN. Mer 3Haia 9T0, XOTS IJIsS BCeX
OH CTapaJics Ka3aThCd APYTUM. A BOPYT OHA IIPOCTO yOenusna ceOs B 3TOM, IIOTOMY YTO BIIOOMIACE?

MozxkeT OBITh, SMOITMHU OCJIETININ €€, U OHA He 3aMeTujIa ero KICTUHHOTO XapakKTepa?

«HeT. He m03BOJIsI# 3TOM TNyIION XKeHIMHe repeydenuth Tebs, Mer», - mprka3ana oHa cebe.
OHa He MOTJIa TaK XeCTOKO OUTUOUTHCS.

I'mara 14

Mer u Onu3abeT peuuiu 3aKOHYUTh YKpallleHue HeOOoJIbIIOTo cajloHa st GpeiiuH KOpoieBbl AHHH,
KOT'[Ia MMOosIBUJIach MaTh Mer ¢ 0YeHb KPaCUBOU KEHIIUHOM.
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- MaprapeT, s Xxo4y IT03HaKOMUTE TeOsT KOe ¢ KeM. - MeT cTapanach He ITOKa3kiBaTh CBOETO
U3yMJIeHUs, HO XKeHIIMHA OeWCTBUTENIbHO Obl/la KpacaBullel. [ITHHHEBIE SPKO-PBIXKKE BOJIOCHI,
OrmemHas Koxa H... Mer He MorJjia IOBEPUTh... TEMHEIE (UaKOBEIE TJ1a3a. - M3abens Makiaym, 9T0
MOS o4b, Mapraper.

«HeBecTka Anekca», - ¢ BocxullleHreM nopymana Mer. OHY 00MeHSIUCh IPUBETCTBUSIMU, U Mer
y3Hauna, uTto M3abens u ee Myxk, Popu, npubbIIn TONBKO Buepa. Mer youBUIaCh, UTO He BULeNla UX 3a
yxkuHOM. M3abens Makmayn ObIJI0 TPYAHO HEe 3aMETHTh.

V3abenb mpucesna psgoM ¢ Mer Ha iepeBSIHHOM CKaMbe, VIOTHO PacCIOIOKUBIIEHCS V¥ 60IIIOT0 OKHA
C 3aMeyYaTeIbHEIM BUJIOM Ha JIETHUE Cafibl.

- MHe o4YeHb XOTeJIOCh I03HAKOMHUTLCS C TOOOI.
- IIpaBpa? - yousunack Mer.
Vi3abenb KMBHYJA, pacCMaTpuBasi Mer ¢ HECKPLIBAEMBIM HHTEPECOM.

- C Tex mop Kak Ipuexasa Ciofia, S MHOT'O pa3 CJIbIIIasia TBOe UM PSIIOM C UMeHeM Arnekca. MHe
ObLI0 TI0O0IBITHO YBUIETH XKEHIIUHY, KOTOPas HAKOHEI IIOKOpHUiIa ero ceppte. 1 Obl He TOBEPHUA,
ecyu ObI He yBHUJIeNIa BUepa BeYepoM J0Ka3aTeIbCTBO 3TOMY. MEI IIITi ¢ ATeKCOM MEMO 00eIeHHOT0
3asa, Korfa oH yBupen Tebs. - M3abemns yapiOHyIack. - Kak 05l MHe X0Tenoch, YTOOH ero cecTpa
Mapraper Orlta 3eCch ¥ ITOpafioBaack 3ToMy. Ho oHa ImoKa He MOXKET, Y Hee CKOPO POOUTCS
TIepBeHelI.

Y Mer BCIBIXHYIH IIeKH OT TAKOT0O IIPUCTAILHOTO BHUMaHUs K ce0e ¥ cepiile B3BOTHOBAHHO
3a0uI0Ch B TPY[IH.

- Bel He mpaBHI, - OBICTPO CKa3asa Mer. - Mul ¢ AJleKCOM [pY3bs, ¥ TONBKO. - E#f Tak X0TeI0Ch, 4YTOOH
Bce ObU10 mo-gpyromy. Ho mocneguue oBa OHS, IPOIIEALINE C TEX MOP, KaK Mer yCbliasna yKaCHbIH
pa3roBop BrsaHKY, AeKc Ka3ascs elle 60jiee 3aHATHIM U [epKaJiCs Ha PACCTOSIHUU. A OT 3TOTO
pasroBopa y Mer mo cux mop ocTaBajCsl HENPUATHEIN 0CafloK, XOTS OHa Jlana cebe KIATBY He
oOpaiiaTh BHUMaHUS Ha TJIyIyio CIJIETHUILY.

Ecnu OBl OHa TOJIBKO 3HalIa, YTO AJIEKC IeHMCTBUTENIBHO JenaeT mpu asope! Mer Bce 0Oosibliie
Oonbille fymMaja O TOM, YTO 3TO KaK-TO CBsizaHO ¢ Makrperopamu. OHa BCIIOMHUJIa €T0 HETOJIOBAHMUE,
Korfla roBopuia 00 OTHOILIEHUSX ¢ KoponeM. Heyxkenu oH 00bIBUT ce0s BHE 3aKOHA, MBITAsICh
3aIIUTUTL PA30PUBIINXCS TIOAe? MoxXKeT ObITh, OH ITOSBUJICS IIPU JBOPE C KaKON-TO TepOUYeCcKoi
I1eJIbI0?

W3abenb moiimMara BCTPEBOXKEHHBIN B3I Mer.
- f ckasasna 4T0-TO He TO?

- Het-Her, - mokadana romosoii Mer. OHa HaxMypuiIach, BCIIOMUHAS YTO-TO. - f IPOCTO yAUBIIEHA,
YTO BHI TaK HEXKHO roBopuTe 00 Anekce. XOOsT CAYXH... - Mer BCIBIXHYA, TOHUMAasI, YTO MOXKET
COONTHYTH JIUIITHETO.

HM3abemnb ToxKe HaXMYPHIIACh.

- Yro OB HU ITPOUCXOAUIO MEXKIY AJIEKCOM U MOUM MYyXKeM, - CKa3aJia 0Ha, OCTOPOXKHO Ioa0Oupas
CJIOBa, - 9TO HE U3MEHUT MOET0 OTHOIIEHUS K Anekcy. 4 Bcerma 6yly OTHOCUTBCS K HEMY KaK K
Oparty. 51 XKesao eMy CUacThsl ¥ YYBCTBYIO, UTO OH HaIlleNl 3TO CYACThEe C TOOOH.
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Ecmu 6wl 3T0 GBITI0 TTpaBHoii! Mer He xoTena, YToOH M3abenb Bumenna, Kakyio 00/b HeITpeIHaMepeHHO
BBI3Ba/IM ee ciioBa. OHa OTBEPHYIIACh K OKHY, 2KeJjiast, YTOORI CONHIIE BEICYIIXIIO OJIECHYBINYO Ha
PECHUIIaX BIIary.

- Tl MIOGHUIIB ero.

V3abenb 0Ka3anach CIUIIKOM IPOHUIATEIbHOMU.

- Borock, 3TO He UMeeT 3HaUYeHUs, - TPYCTHO yIbIOHYyTack Mer. - { moKHa BEIUTU 3aMyX.
Ecnu M3abens 1 opa3uin 3TU CTPAHHBIE CJI0Ba Mer, TO OHa He II0Ka3aja BUTY.

- KoneuHo, momxHa.

Mer noBepHyna K Mi3abenb abcomoTHO 6e3ydyacTHOE JIUIIO.

- 4 xoTena cKa3aTh, YTO [0OJIXKHA BEIUTH 3aMyXK cendac.

- He nonumaro. Thl yKe moMosiBieHa?

- Her, Ho o6cTosiTenmbCTBa TOTO TpeOytoT. d moobelana OTIy, YTO BEIOEPY MyKa KO BpeMeHU OThe3[a
OTCIOfIa.

- Anexc 3HaeT 006 aToM? - M3abens HaxMypuia OpOBH.

- 3HaeT U [arl MOHSTh, YTO He COOMPAETCs XKEHUTHCS.

V3abenb 3aKycuna ry0y, CJIOBHO pa3myMbIBajia, YTO MOKHO CKa3aTh.

- 91 oueHb COMHEBAIOCH, UTO €MY 3TO 6e3pa3IuYHO.

- Ho 4yTo-TO yaepxkKuBaer ero, - 3akoH4uja Mer. - 9To KakK-TO CBI3aHO ¢ Makrperopamu?
- OT10 OH cKka3an Tebe? - pe3Ko crnpocusna M3abens.

- He coscem...

V3abenb onsiTh HAXMypPUIacCh, He 3Has, TOBOPUTH Jasiblile UK HeT. [I0ToM Bce-TaKu IpUHSIa
peneHre. BpocuB yepe3 KOMHATY OBICTPHIM B3TJIA Ha Jnu3abet u Po3anuH[, OHa HAaKJIOHUIACh K
Mer:

- Yro Tebe U3BECTHO O MPOIIIOM AnleKkca?
Mer moHamo6KuI0Ch MTHOBEHME, UTOOH! ITOHSATh, O YeM TOBOPHUT M3aberb.

- Brl umeeTe B BUAy ero mpebbiBaHUE B TIOPbMe ¥ MakmoHanmoB? Ajlekc pacCcKa3biBall MHE, Kak
TI0TIajI TyHa. f1 MOHSIa, YTO OH 0YeHb TSIXKeJIo ITepekuBajl TO MopaxKeHue.,

- Tol mpaBa. OH rOBOPHJI, YTO B TO BpEMS 3aHMMAJI MECTO TJIaBHl KjilaHa? Popu OblI B 0THE3E, KOTAa
Ha Hac Hananu. Popu BmepBhie 0CTaBUJ AnieKca BMeCTO ce0s1, U TOT BOCIPUHS IIPOUTPHIIIT
MakpoHannaMm Kak 1u4dHOoe nopaxeHnue. OK0JIO OBafLaTy YeIoBeK U3 KjlaHa MakjaynoB IOru0iu B
TOT IeHb. [IBa Ky3eHa Asekca c JIptonca GBI KECTOKO YOUTH y HETO Ha I1a3ax.

Mer BCIIOMHMJIa €T0 XKECTKUY B3TJISAM, er0 00KUTaloNlyio HeHaBUCTh K [lyrany MakpoHanmy u
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BHYTPEHHIOIO HAIIPAZKEHHOCTh, KOTOPYIO OHa YYBCTBOBAJI4d, HO 00BSICHUTH HEe MOTJIa.

- Bepntiit Anekc, s 3HaJia, YTO-TO M3 MPOIIJIOTO JaBUT HA HEr0. ITO MHOTOE O0BSCHSET, HO TOJIBKO He
€ro 0TKa3 XXEeHUThHCS.

- Pa3Be? - nogronkHyna ee M3abens.
Mer BOpyr moHsIa. AJIEKC CYUTAET, YTO OH BCE ellle NOXKEH KOe-4TO CHeJIaTh.

- Brl 3HAaeTe UCTUHHYIO IPUYKHY [I0SBJIeHUs AJleKca IIpU ABOpe? ITO UMeET KaKoe-TO OTHOILIEHUE K
TOMY, YTO BBl TOJIBKO UTO paccKa3ajyd MHe?

Bup y M3abenb cTan BUHOBATHIM.

- 1 u TaK yKe MHOTO HaroBopuia. Ho TO4HO 3HAal0, YTO MIPOUTPHIII B TOM 600 10 CHX ITOP JaBUT Ha
HETO TSIKeNbIM rpy3oM. OH U3MEHUIICS, BO MHOTUX OTHOIIEHUSX XKUBET IIPOIIJIBIM, ITHITAETCS
peabunutupoBaTh ce0Osi. - Y Mizabens OB TAKOM BUI, CIIOBHO OHA XOTeJIa CKa3aTh YTO-TO ellle, HO
ITpoMoJTYasa.

- Ho 4T0 g Mory cmenats?

- He 3na10. OcTanbHoe Tebe npupeTcs y3Hath y Anekca. OH 3acimyzKuBaeT ObITh CYaCTIUBEIM. Ecnu
€CTb IIaHC, YTO OH Oy[eT CYacT/IUB C TOOOM...

- BBl c7I0BHO HacTosIIKe TIOOPYTH, - CKa3aja, MOAX0ons K HUM, Jnru3aber.
Mer yneiOHYIach, OBICTPO TIISHYB B CTOPOHY Po3anmuum,.

- [Ia u y Bac, kak Bcerpa, 6ecena ObUTa 02KUBIEHHOM, IM13abeT, - IOMBITAIach IIyTUTH MeT,
HabJTIofasi, Kak MaTyIIKa CIIOKOMHO IPEMJIET B Kpecie.

dnu3abeT paccMesiyiach:

- [epxy mapy, 4TO yragaio, 0 4eM, UM, BepHee, 0 KOM, BH TyT OecefoBanu. - Inusaber
TIOBEpHYyIach K M3abesb: - AjleKC Mpou3Bes KOJI0CCATbHOE BIIeYaTIeHHEe Ha MOIO TIOPYTY.

- 41 mymato, 3T0 00010HO, - YIEIOHYTach M3abers.
- BeI IpaBEI, - COTTIACHO KMBHYJIa Ju3aber.

- Ecnu BHI BOBOEM II€peCTaHeTe TOBOPUTH 000 MHE TaK, CJIOBHO MEHS HEeT PSILOM, MBI MOJKEM CHIIPaTh
B IITaXMaTHl. dnu3abeT, Th obellana MHe TapTHIO.

- W3abens, Mer paccka3siBaja 0 TOM UTpe B IIaXMaThl, KOTa OHa...
- Hy xBatut, Snu3abet. - Mer BcTasia ¥ IMIyTIXBO MTOTAIMIA TOAPYTY Yepe3 KOMHATY.

Mer noHrMasa, YTO OHa JIUIIL OTKJIafbiBaeT Hen30exkHoe. Eif mpuaeTcs MOCIyIIaTh ellje pa3 0 CBOEM
YOUBUTEILHOM ITPOUTPHIIIE AJIEKCY, XOTSI TaKOe MOATPYyHUBaHUE He Oecrmokounio Mer. Amekc
OKa3aJiCs MOCTOMHBIM MPOTUBHUKOM. OHa BCerma CYMTasia ero HermobemuMeiM. Ho ero mpourphIi Ha
TI0JIe CPazKeHHUs He MPeyMeHbIINUIT OCTOMHCTB 9TOT'0 YeJI0BeKa, OH TOJIbKO JUIIHUYM pPa3 MOJYePKHYII,
yeMy IOJYHMHeHa ero XKU3Hb.

Pasrosop ¢ M3abenb TOMBKO YKPENuI Bepy Mer B TO, YTO KaKo¥ Obl HU Obllla MUCCHST AJIeKCca IIPH
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IIBOpe, OHa HampaBieHa Ha mo6po. Ee He BOMHOBaAO, KTO OH. HaeMHbI# BovH. YeloBeK BHE 3aKOHaA.
He BaxHo. OH co3paH OJis Hee. Mer Bepuia CBOEMY CEpALY.

Ho M3abenb mopmckasaia el Koe-4uTo eie. Hago mockopee 4To-TO MPeAIpUHSATh, HHaUYe OHA MOXKET
IoTepsTh ero. Ho YTo 0Ha MOXKET cenaTh?

Xotst Popu u M3abenb IpUOLIIH TOJIBKO BYEPa, AJIEKCY Ka3aloCh, YTO BPeMs TIHETCS HEBRIHOCHMO
monro. EMy He TepIienochk IIOCKOpee pacckasaTh GpaTy, YTO yAalioCh Y3HATh, HO OH OBLI BEIHYKOEH
XK[aTh, IOKA OHM OTHEedyT IMOJabIe OT JBOPIA, YTOOR COXPAHUTh BUOUMOCTDb CCOPHL. [[OBEPHUBIIKCH
Opaty, Anmekc 4yBCTBOBas ce0si JIerK0, HO IIPK 9TOM IIOHKUMAJl, YTO MPUOIUKAETCS BPeMS er0 0The3Ma
13 OBOpIIA.

Popu exan psmoM ¢ HUM MOJT4a, Pa3MHIIIISAS O TpegaTelbcTBe MaKIOHAIIOB ¥ HEHACKITHOM XKaxk[e
KPOBH KOposisi dkoBa. Peakiust OpaTa Oblyla TakKO# ke, KaK y Ajlekca: 10K, 3a KOTOPEIM II0CIej0Bata
BCIIBIIIKA FHEBa. 2KeCcTKoe BhIpaxKeHue nuila Popy 1 HanmpsKEeHHOCTH €TI0 MHIIIIL TOBOPUITU AJIEKCY O
TOM, KaK PelIuTeIbHO HacTpoeH Opat rmokapaTh npepaTesneii. Korma oHu ompenensT, Kak JIydiie
TIOCTYNIUTh, AJIEKC OTIIPABUTCS Ha OCTPOB JIbIOUC.

Anekc yTep IOT THUIBHOM CTOPOHOM JTafloHH, HO Bce OblI0 6ecione3Ho, OH IPOMOK OT moTa. [Tocre
Ionroro npebriBaHUS B cefijie eMy OBIIIO KapkKo U XOTeJI0Ch UCKynaTbcs. Obxkurarliee CONHIE CUSTIO
BBICOKO B royry6oM Hebe, HamoMUHast O IOCTIeHEeH MPOTyIKe BepxoM. TOIBKO Terneph PSIOM C HUMU
exanu monu Popu v y MakmoHanma He 610 ObI HUKAKUX IIIAHCOB.

- Tebe He HaMlo fenaTh 3TOTO, - CKa3asl Popu, Hapyuas HOJroe MojlyaHue.

Arekc pe3Ko oBepHYI ronoBy. OH He 3TO OXUAasl yCablmaTe. [Ipuinypus ria3a, Ajnenkc CMOTPeN Ha
OpaTa, He 3Has, KaK pearupoBaTb. OH XOPOIIIO 3HAJI, YTO CJIOBO «3TO» O3HAUAET M0e37KY Ha JIbiouc,
Anekc He TIOHKUMaJ, TodyeMy Popu npepiaraeT, 4ToOB OH OTKAa3aJICs OT CBOETO IjlaHa
IIPHUCOEIUHUTHCS K OyayIieMy CcpaXKeHHUIo.

- Hapo. - Tonoc Anekca npo3By4arn rpyoee, ueM clefoBaio, TOIbKO IUIIb TOTOMY, YTOOE Popu
TIOHAJI, HACKOJIBKO [JIsT HETO 3TO BaXHO.

- 91 He coMHeBaloCh B TBOEM 00EBOM MaCTEPCTBe, - CKa3asl Popu, moHuMas, 4To AJIeKC cpa3y MOXKeT
chenaTh TaKoW BHIBOZL. Ha 3aropesioM nuiie pacIfibliiach MKApoKas yael0Ka. - 4 He 3a0bIT Ty
IIOTACOBKY HECKOJIBKO JIeT Ha3ald. M Kak y MeHs 6071eTd MBIIIIIEl TOTOM.

Anexkc yHBIﬁHYHCH, BCIIOMHKHAs, Kak M3a0eb 0CTaHOBMIIA TOTHA UX 60p56y 1 CaM OH IIOJIYUHII
HECKOJIBKO YYBCTBUTEJIbHBIX YOAPOB.

Popu nocmoTpen Anekcy B Tiia3a:

- Tor u3MeHUIICS, ANTeKC, 3a MOCIIeHUN MECSI], U S 3TOMY paf. I yXK myMmall, OCTEIEHHUIITbCS U ThI
KOTMa-HUOYOb MO TAKOM CTEMeHHU, YTOOHl BIIOOUTHCS. .

- He o0 ToM peus...
- He Hago otpunars. - Popu oTmMaxHyscs ot Anmekca. - Tol 3a0b1, UTO S caM OBIJT B TAKOM COCTOSTHUH.
Amnexc 3aMoidas, u X0Tss Popu OBl He IpaB, CIIOPUTEL ¢ HUM OBLII0 6€CII0Ie3HO.

- 41 cumTalo, 4TO 3TO BeJIMKOJIeNHas IapTUs U 3aMevaTesIbHasi BO3MOXKHOCTS [ Te0s. He crany
oCyXKpaTh TebOsi, eClU TH €10 BOCIIONIb3yeIIhcs. THl yKe N0CTaTOYHO PUCKOBal 37eck. BMecTo Te6s Ha
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JIptonc MOXKeT 0exaTh Halll Ky3eH JIyriac.

B ronoce Popu Anekc ycnbiilian HeyBepeHHble HOTKU. OHU 00a 3Hasu, 4To [Iyriac - KpenKuil BOUH,
HO TOJBKO A7eKc o0nagan HeoOXOOUMBIMU HaBRIKaMU U OTIBITOM, YTOOBI TIOMOYb CBOEMY POLY, He
cuutas Popu. Ho Popu 6bi1 rmaBoit KjlaHa, I03TOMY O HEM He MOTJIO OBITh U PeyYH.

- Trl HE Xy2Ke MeHs 3Haelllb, 4YTO A JOJI2K€H €XdTh, - CKa3aJl Amnekc. - 4 HY2KEH TaM 1 X049y 3aKOHYHUTh
TO, 9TO Ha4all.

Popu BHMUMAaTENBbHO ITIOCMOTPEN Ha HEro, HO AJIeKC He OTCTyIai. [po3HbIM OpaT HUKOTIa He
YKJIOHSJICS OT OIIACHOCTH, CJIMLIKOM MHOTO OHU IIPEOLOJIeNId BMeCTe U XOPOLIOo 3Halu ApyT gpyra. Ho
IIpUCTaJIbHOE BHUMaHNUe Popu cMmyinano Anekca.

Hewmnoro nomomnuas, Popu nepelien K riaBHOMY.
- Thl He JONKeH BUHUTH cebs, AJleKC, - MATKO CKa3all OH, 03BYYHUB 3alIPETHYIO TEMY.

Anekc B3OporHyJ. bpar moHuMat ero aydie, 4eM KTo-1u00 apyroi. OH 3Haj, 4YTO AJIeKC He MOT
cebe mpocTuTh. OTBEPHYBIIKCH, AJIEKC CTaJl CMOTPETh Ha 3apOCyIH BepecKa 1 BHICOKHE YTEeCHI,
OKpYXKaBIIIie UX CO BCeX CTOPOH. CKOpPO B30pY IPefCTaji Cephle MpayHOBaTEIe CTEHH IBOPIIA.
Xonupya. To, 4To Korga-To ObIJI0 IPUCTAHUIEM CTapUHHOT0 ab6aTcTBa XOIUPYH, TTie KOPOJIo
HaBumy I sBUIICS YyHOTBOPHBIA KPECT, TENEPD IIPEBPATUIOCh B KOPOJIEBCKUH 6ACTHOH XKATHOCTH U
obmaHa.

- OTO MOTJIO CIIyYUTHCS C KaXKMObIM, AJleKC, U HUKTO TeOs He 0OBUHSIET.

O0Opa3sl KeCTOKO YOUTHIX Ky3€HOB BCIBIXHYNIX B maMaTu Anekca. OH caM BUHUN cebs B
cinyuuBiieMcs. Pa3Be 3Toro He [OCTaTOYHO?

- ThI HUYETO He MOT CHelaTh, ¥ HUKTO HUYET0 He cMOoT OBl cienaTh. [Iyram MakmoHamm -
KPOBOXKAaHbIM TPYC, OH MCKaJ /100011 TOBOJ, YTOOH pacmpaBuThLCA ¢ HUMHU. Ecnu Te0s1 yObIOT Ha
JIbiouce, 9TUM UX HE BEPHYTb.

- Tol gymaelns, st He IOHUMAK? - PE3KO CIIPOCUTT AJIEKC.
- /1 mpocTo He X04y, 4TOOHI TH IIOBTOPS MOU OIIMOKY. Pagu MecTH 5 eiBa He moTepsin M3aberns.

Aekc IOMHUI Ty HCTOPHIO, KOTOPAs CITy4riach HECKOJIBKO JIeT Ha3afl, Korma Popu momymar, 4To
W3abens npemana ero. OH HUKOT[Aa He BUelN, 4YTOOL OpaT Tak CTpPagall, ¥, BO3MOXKHO, O0bIIe
HUKOrOa He yBuguT. Beos Popu u M3abens Ge3MepHO NM00WIM APYT OpyTra.

Aekc 4yBCTBOBaJI, ToueMy Opat IpejIoXuil eMy He exaTh Ha JIptouc. OH He X0TeJl, YTOOH eMy
IIPUILIOCH BEIOMPATh MEXKMAY JTI000BBIO U IOJITOM.

- JTO He OHO U TO Xe, - 3aMeTus AJlekc.
- Pa3Be? - a3BUTENBHO YIBIOHYIICS Popu.

- Hert, - mokaua ronoBoi Anekc, - 5 COBCEM He IOAX0XKY el. M He X0uy mmopiBepraTh elre 00oJbIIein
onacHocTHu. K ToMy Ke He 3Hal0, 4eM CMOTY IIOMOYb ee KjIaHy. [I71s Hee 9TO BaXHO, U 5 HE X04y
IIPOCUTH €€ YeM-TO KepTBOBaTh paau MeHsd. [locreiHNe TOOL OHa Ieperpyxkaia ceds paboToi,
fenaMu KiaHa. Ef HyKeH 3HaIOLIMU ¥ OMBITHHIY YeJI0BEK, XOPOIINY TTOMOIITHUK.

- OTO HalOMUHAaeT MHE KOro-To, - yCMexHyJics Popu.
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- BoaMoxkHO, - mpu3Han AJleKC, XOTs CJI0Ba OpaTa 3acTaly ero BPaciyoX. B 3ToM oHU OBLIN ITOX0XKHU C
Mer.

- Tsl HECIIpaBeIuB K cele U K [eBylIke. Pa3Be OHa He JOJIXKHA MPUHUMATD pelieHue ajis cebs?

- HomxHa, KoHeyHO. Ho Mer HMUYero He U3BeCTHO O HalluX IylaHaX. Y npexpe 4yeM TH BO3pa3Ulllb,
3Hall: y MEeHS eCTh BeCKHe IIPUYNHEL He TOBOPUTH el 00 aToM. OHa 6ru3ka ¢ Kemnbennamu, U eciu
Apraiinn npoHioxXaeT YTo-HuOyb. ..

Y Popu MrHOBEHHO U3MEHUIIOCH JIUIIO.

- 910 Gbina 6b KaTacTpoda. Apraiinma paboraeT Ha ce6s. OH BeCbMa HEIpeCcKa3yeM U eCliy PEIIuT,
YTO €My BREITOIHO COOOIIKMTH KOPOJIIO O HAIIKX IJIaHaX, MBI IpourpaeM. Ha Halei CTOpoHe ceryac
TOJIBKO 37IEMEHT HEOXHUTAHHOCTH.

- I MBI He MOXKeM IIOTEePATh ero, - 3aKOHYUJI CBOI0 MBICIIb ATIeKC. - f He Bepio, 4To Mer npegacTt Hac
HaMepeHHO, HO He UCKJIYalo, YTO COe/laeT 9TO CiaydanHo. U meno 3mech He TONBKO B Aprauririe.
3HaHVe HalluX I1JIaHOB ¥ 3HAKOMCTBO CO MHOM MOTYT I'PO3UTh Mer onacHOCThIO. - AJIEKC ITIOCMOTPEI
Ha Opara: - 41 leHI0 TBOe CTapaHKe IIOMOYb, HO HUUEro He MOTY CleJlaTh.

Popu kak-T0 cpa3sy yCIOKOUJICS.

- XKamnp, 9TO HET Apyroro crnocoba ynaguTh Aesa C OeByIIKo#. Ho g moBepsito TBoeMy peleHuto. Harm
PO HyXKIaeTcsl B IIOMOIIM, ¥ MHe G0JIbIlle HEKOT'0 IOCIaTh OT MOero uMeHu. Thl ye3:Kaelllb 3aBTpa
BeuepoM. Tebst OymeT KaaTh JIofKa, Ha KOTOPOou T fobeperibcs go JIbionca. f mo3abouych o
MaknoHangax, HO OCTaJIbHOE MIPUIETCS pellaTh Tebe.

- 41 Te0s1 He TofBENY.

Popu nosepnysca K AjleKCy ¥ JOIT0 CMOTPEJI Ha HEro.
- 91 Bcerga OBInT yBepeH B 3TOM, Opar.

['nmaBa 15

Mer Momnunach, 4TOOBI 9TO He ObIIO caMoi O0bIION OUMOKOM B ee xKu3HU. OHa Me[suia, 00yMbIBas
CKOPOIIaIMTENIbHOE PellleHre, KOTOpoe cobupanach MPUHSTh. ECIHM OHa cOenaeT 9To, TO 00PaTHOTO
xona He Oynet. UTo oHa TepseT? Huuero, mogymasna Mer, KpoMe JoOPOTo OTHOIIEHUS U IOCTIeiHelN
KaIlI¥ TOpOoCTH. PasymeeTcs, TIymo Tak CUIIbHO PUCKOBATh.

U Bce XKe 0Ha He MOXKET OTCTYyIaTh, €CJIA €CTh XOTh MaJIeUIINY 1IIaHC Ha CYacThe. B KaKoil UMEHHO
MOMEHT €€ CUaCThe CTaJIo I'IaBHee BCero OCTalbHOTO, OHAa He 3Halla. [ TaBHOe, YTO 3TO IIPOU3OIIIIIO.
Byns uTto OymeT. HaBepHoe, BriepBhle Mer pellniia OCTyIIaThCS CEPALl, @ He pa3yMa.

OHa npopoiKaja UATH 110 He3HAKOMOM TEPPUTOPHUH, HafesiCh, YTO BEPHBIE JTIOX MTPaBUILHO YKa3allu
eyl mopory. Mer HaTsSHYJA Ha JTUI0 KAITIOIIOH IIJIallla, a KOTHa IOHOIUIa K MyKCKOMY KHUJIBIO,
cTapaTtesibHO u30erasa 00 THEIX B3TJISA0B IPUCIyru. Ee nuiio 6BI710 CKPHITO, M OHA Halesiach,
YTO 9TOT'0 JOCTATOYHO. Mer IpHUHsIa PelleHre, ¥ ed MPUOeTCS MUPUTHCS C ITOCTIEOCTBUSIMU,

B KOHIle KOHIIOB, B €€ IJIaHe IIPUCYTCTBOBasIa JIOTUKA, ¥ 3TO [OJIKHO OBUIO YCIIOKOUTH €e, KaK BCerna
OriBasio paHble. Ho oHa Bce paBHO BOJIHOBaiack. IIoToMy 4TO ecnu AjleKC He IOCNyLIaeT ee, en
IIPUIETCS pa3blrpaTh NOCIENHION KapTy. Y B 9ToM YacTu IjlaHa Kak pa3 He ObUIO HUKaKOM JIOTUKY,
1103TOMy Mer o4eHb CUJIBHO HepBHUYAA.
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Yo ke ee xKmeT... Benb Anekca Maknayna pa3ragaTh Henerko. Paccka3 M3abemnb 0 ero mpoiioM B
HEKOTOPOU CTereHu 00BSICHSII ero MoBegeHre, HO He TIOJTHOCThI0. Mer OymeT meicTBOBaTh, Kak
3afyMmalia, a YTO TaM CJIy4MJIOCh C HUM KOT'f[la-TO, ceidac He UMeJio 3HaueHusd. Mer Bepua B AjleKkca
TAKOT0, KaKuM ero 3Haja. OHa MOTJla IOBepUTh eMy Oynylllee CBOero KiaHa. M oHa peluia mqoKa3aTh
ATekcCy CBOIO BEpPY B HETO, IIPEAJIOKUB €My y4aCcTBOBaTh B TaKOM [ieJie, Te ero JIugepCKue KauyeCTBa
U YMeHUe CpaXkaThCs MOTYT IPOSBUTLCS B ITOJTHOM Mepe. A mpo3g6aTh Cpegu IPUABOPHAIX - 9TO He
OIS HETO.

Arexc upeanbHO IOOXOOUT OIS ee KJlaHa U [J1s Hee caMoil. Mer mogouaeT K HeMy U IIPSIMO CKaXeT
00 aTtoM. Ecnii OH 0TKaxXKeTcsl, OHa ITOCTapaeTcs ero nepeyoenuTsb. TaKUM HCKYCCTBOM OHA, CllaBa
Bory, Bmapmeet. K ToMy ke OH He pa3 MOKa3hbIBaJjl, YTO HEPABHOMAYIIIEH K HEW caMoii, To0uT ee. X0TS U
nobanBaeTCst 3TOT0 cyioBa. Ho ecnu moTpedyeTcs, 0HA OTAACT eMy caMoe IOoCieflHee, caMoe
HMCKpPeHHee M0Ka3aTeNIbCTBO CBOEM JTI00BU ¥ Bephl. M TOTIa OH IIOBEPUT € U MOUIeT 3a Hel.

KoHeuyHO, BO3MOXKHBIHM 0TKa3 O0yeT YHU3UTEIbHBIM. THTEepecHO, MyKUYUHHBI TOXKE YYBCTBYIOT ce0s
YHUXKEHHBEIMU, KOT'Tla UM OTKAa3bIBAlOT XKEHIIWHLI? BHe3anHo oHa BCrioMHMUIa ToMaca MakKVHHOHA.
HaBepHoe, ee oTKa3 00JIbHO yAapuiI 10 ero camosoouio. Kak cinoxkHo OpIBaeT pa3dupaThCs ¢
YyBCTBaMu!

Mer oCcTaHOBUIIACh rnepen 3aKpBITOﬁ OBEPLBIO. 3TO ero OBEPk. HGBYH.IKa TA2XKEeIJI0 B3OOXHYII4, HO
TpeBO}KHLIﬁ CTYK CepOlia BeidaBaJl €€ BOJIHEHHUE. ‘Iepe3 OBAAllaTh JIET OHKU, BOSMO2KHO, BCIIOMHAT BC€
9TO Y KaMHHA U IIOCMEI0TCA. O cyacTnImBOM 6ynymeM IIOMe4YTaTh HeIllJI0XO.

bosce, uTo nepegymaeT, Mer TUXOHBKO IIOCTy4ajla B IBEPb.
TumuHa.

Y Hee ynarno ceppue. A ecnu ero Het? OT ero el OHa 3Hajla, 4YTO B 3TU YacChl OH OTHbIXaeT. Mer
HajaBua IjedoM Ha faBepb. OHa pacnaxHyjlach U CTYKHYJIacCh O CTEHY.

- Kakoro uepra! - KpukHyJ AneKc He3HAKOMITy, PeIInBIIeMy T06eCIIOKOUTE eTo0.

Mer cOpocuia KamoLUIoH ¥ IpoYuTasa u3yMieHne Ha ulle Aylekca, Korfa OH IOHSJ, KTO ITOCTy4al B
ero fBepb. CUTyalnio MOKXHO ObUI0 OB Ha3BaTh KOMUYHOM, eclii Okl AJleKC He OBIJT TaK pacTepsH.

B3bepoleHHbIE 30JI0TUCTHIE BOJIOCH], yCTajIble TONyOble I'1a3a, HanpsakeHHoe nuilo. OH Ka3ajcs
TPYCTHHIM. YTOMJIEHHBIM. Ho OyKBasibHO Ha MTHOBeHUE Mer 3aMeTHia CY4acThe Ha ero julle, Korga
oH yBupen ee. OHa emy HeOe3pa3nuuHa. M 910 mobaBuno Mer xpabpocTu.

Ho TonmbKo Ha MUHYTKY.

Ee B3rmsay yman Ha rpyab Anmekca. Beuep ObLT TEIITBINA, ¥ OH CHSIJI KaM30J1, OCTAaBIIKCh B TPOCTOMN
THHSTHOM pyOalllke ¥ Y3KUX IITaHaX. B OTKPHITOM BOPOTE BUOHEJICS TPEYTOJIbHUK 30JI0TUCTHIX BOJIOC,
a yepe3 TOHKYIO TKaHb ITPOCBEYHBAIaA 3aropesas Koxa Ha rpynu. OT rpy0oi 9yBCTBEHHOCTH,
MCXOMUBIIIEH OT Hero, y Mer 1o Koxe mobexanu Mmypamku. OHa eBa He PacTepssiach.

- TeGe He crenyeT 3meCh HAXOOUTHCS.
Mer B3pepHy1a 10400PONOK, OTOPBAB B3IJISAM OT €ro 00HaKeHHOU I'PYIH.
- MHe Hafio IOTOBOPUTH C TOOOM. ITO BazKHO!

Anekc He OTBETHJI, IPOCTO IIPUCTAIbLHO IIOCMOTPENT Ha Hee, U Mer OollyTHia Apoxkb, Mpo0exkKaBIIyio
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10 T03BOHOYHUKY. OfHAKO OHA NPUHSJIA ero MOJiYaHue 3a Corjlacue U IPOTUCHYIAaCh MUMO HETO B
KOMHATY, Cpa3y e [I0YyBCTBOBAB 3allaX BUCKU. 3aMEeTUB HAIOJIOBUHY IIyCTOM CTaKaH Ha CToje, Mer
nogyMara, 4To caMa Obl He TPOYh ceryac mpuryouts u3 Hero. Ho HeT, el HyXkeH ObUT ICHBIN YM. Y
Arnexca e OH OBIJT OCTPHIM, KaK BCErfa.

Mer c mo00MIBITCTBOM OTJIsifieNiack BOKPYT. CrianbHs Oblyia HEOOIBIION U He TaKOW M3BICKAHHOM, KaK
ee coOcTBeHHBIe TOKou. OHA MOCTapanach He o0palaTh BHUMaHUS Ha CMSTYIO IocTelb. KoMHaTa
Oblla YOUBHTEIHHO YHCTOM U aKKypaTHOM, HUKaKUX Pa30pOCaHHBIX JIMYHLIX BEIed, Kak HepenKo
ObiBaeT y Myk4uH. U Bce ke yOpaHCTBO KOMHATHI Majio YTO TOBOPHUJIO O ee X03sguHe. Mer TeM He
MeHee Oblyla paga yoeouThesi, YTo OH ofuH. To, C YeM OHa IpHIlia, HEBO3MOXKHO OBITI0 00CYXKAaTh
IIPU IIOCTOPOHHUX.

- YeM 00s13aH, MUTIEOU? - CIIPOCHUI ATIEKC.

Mer HaxMypuiach, yJI0BUB HOTKU CapKa3Ma B er'0 CJI0Bax, U IBITINBO B3TJIsIHYJIa Ha Ajekca.
AGCOMIOTHO HETPOHUIIaeMOoe JIUI0, HU HaMeKa Ha pamyurre. Kak xke 3aBsi3aTh C HUM Pa3roBOp Ha
CTOJIb feMKaTHY0 TeMy? OH BBITJIIOUT KaK 3alpeTHHIN IIJI0f, TogyMaja Mer, U peluTeIbHOCTH Y
Hee HeMHOT0 y6aBUIOCh.

- Tl cKa3aa, 9TO X0YeIlb IOTOBOPUTEL CO MHOM, - HAIIOMHUIT AJIEeKC.
9To 0Ka3anochk TPyoHee, ueM mpepmnosarana Mer. OHa 3aKycuiia T'y0y, He 3Hasi, C 4Yero HadaTh.

- 4 TOMBKO X0OTeNa CKa3aTh, YTO OJI MEHS He BaXKHO, YTO THI Jejlaelllb IIpu OBOpe. 9TO He UMeeT
3HA4YEeHHud. HYME\IO, Y MeH{ €CTh PelIeHne, KOTOPO€ CTaHEeT BBII'OOHBIM JIsA HaC o0b6oux.

Anexkc 3amep. Ecnu G He y4aCTUBIIUUCS IYJILC Y OCHOBaHUA I1er, Mer Morja Obl MOgyMaTh, YTO OH
ee He paccibiian. Ho oH crblan 04eHb X0pOIo.

- O 4eM ThHI TOBOPUIIL? - HAXMYPUJICS AJIEKC.
- BpauHhIl CO103...
- UepT BO3bMH, THI fe/laelllb MHE NIPEeI0XKeHne?

Mer BcHbIXHYIa. XOPOIIO XOTk OH 0OJIbIIlE He XMYPHUTCS, ITOfyMaJjla OHa, TJIAMs Ha HeOBePUUBOe
BEIpazkeHue ero nuia. Hayamo monoxeno. OHa riay00KO B3[MOXHYJIA U BBITAIMATIA:

- la. Yo ObIJIO B IPOLIIOM, He UMeeT 3HaueHus. f 3Haio, THl IIOMOTaJjl YIIpaBisaTh 3eMiIsiMu GpaTa
1o...

- Yro TH CKa3ana? - pe3Ko crpocui Anekc.

- M3abenb pacckasaia MHe, Kak JIOBKO Thl yIIpaByisii 3eMsamu Popu. - Ecnu Popu nosepun Anekcy
CBOI KJIaH, 3TO TOBOPHUJIO O TOM, YTO y HEr0 eCTh CIIOCOOHOCTH.

- Yo ermme oHa pacckalasa Tebe? - C IOoI03PEeHNEM B I'0JI0Ce CIIPOCUIT ATIEKC.

- Huuero ocoGeHHOr0, - II0XKaJja miuedaMmu Mer. AleKC CKPeCTHJI PYKU Ha TPYAX U CMOTpPeN Ha Mer.
Barnsap ceepkaromux rias npeTa camndrpa IpoH3an ee HaCKBO3b. OH MBITAJICS 3allyraTth ee, U,
BO3MOXKHO, eMy Ol 3TO yHanoch. Ho OyrpuBiInecs mof TOHKOM py0Oalikoil MyCKYJIbl HABOJUIIU ee Ha
MBICTIX O IpyToM. Bo pTy y Mer mepecoxJio, ¥ oHa yKpagKou 06/M3HyIa epecoxiure ryOul. AeKc
IEeNCTBUTEILHO OBITT BEJIMKOJIeIEH.
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- Yto elme oHa pacckasasna, Mer? - Anekc yrpoxarolre caesal mar K Hel, 1 OHa ITOYyBCTBOBala
3amax BUCKHM, CMEIIAHHBIN C 3allaXxoM ero Mbita. E€ mynbc ygactuncs. KoMHaTa okKa3anach Temuee u
MeHbI1e. IIpoCTPaHCTBO BOKPYT IEPEIIOTHUIIOCh TPY00H MyKeCTBEHHOCTHIO.

Mer cpenana mar Ha3af ¥ [IO4YyBCTBOBajla, YTO HAaTKHYJIaCh Ha KPoBaTh. UCHBITEIBAs UCKYIIEHNUE
yIIaCTh ¥ MTePEetTH Cpa3y KO BTOPOM YacTH IIJlaHa, Mer Bce 3Ke yXBaTUIacCh 3a CTOJIOMK KPOBATH,
yTOOBI yiepkKaThcsl Ha Horax. OHa 3acTaBuja cebs oyMaTh O TOM, 3aUeM IIpuilyia. JIuih Okl OH IOHST
U [IPUHSI ee H0BOABL. [103TOMYy rilaBHOE cerddac - He IOTepPSITh HUTh pa3roBopa.

- Tsl cipocui, o 4eM MHe paccka3sana M3abenb. [IoBepb, B OCHOBHOM O TOM, YTO 5 y2Ke 3Haja [0 Hee.

- Mer... - Anekc HakoHUICA K Hell. OHa ollyIiasa TeIJo ero AbIXaHus Ha CBOUX BOJIOCaX U
YyBCTBOBaJa, KaK IMyJIbCUPYET €€ TeO.

Mer crnotayna. Ho He OT ucmyra, a Ckopee 0T MarHeTu3Ma, KOTOPBIYA U3Jlydall 3TOT YeJIOBEK. BOIHEI
3TOT0 MarHeTu3Ma, IPOHUKAs B Hee, HAMlOIHSAIY OllylleHueM Temna. [1o ero Hanpsxenuio Mer
MOTJla CKa3aTh, YTO er0 ToXKe BOJIHOBaja ux 611130CTh. BoclloMUHaHNE 0 CITy4YUBLIIEMCS B JIECY
HEeBUOVMOU HUTHIO [TIOBUCIIO MEXIY HUMU.

- 41 3Har0 0 TBOMX Ky3€eHax, - MSATKO CKa3aja MeTr ¥ OCTOPOKHO B3TJITHYJIa HA HETO U3-TI0f PECHUII.
HempoHullaemast MacKa yIaja C ero Jinlia, Ha MUT OHO MCKa3HuJIOCh 00JIbI0 BOCIIOMUHAHUN. Mer
TI0JIOKMJIa CBOIO PYKY Ha ero miedo. - He Bunu M3abenb, OHa pelunia, 4YTO €e pacckas IOMOXKET
00BSICHUTE Koe-uTo. U s eit OnmarogapHa 3a 3To. Ho moyeMy THI caM He paccKasajl MHe?

- fl paccka3wiBail.

- He Bce.

AJIeKC OTCTYIUJI U OTBEPHYJICA OT Hee.
- 3a4eM BOPOIIUTE MPOIIIoe?

- Ho kak OHITh, - Bo3pa3uila Mer, - ecjiu 9TO MPOIIoe 0 cux mop Teds 6ecriokouT? [JoBephCs MHE,
npory Tebs.

Anekc OBEPHYJICS K Hell ¥ BCTPETHUJI ITOJTHBIN HafleK Akl B3I, Ho 1Mo IIJI0THO CKaThIM ry0aM u
YIPSIMO¥M TUHUY OA00poaKa Mer MoHsIa, YTO 3TOT My2KECTBEHHBIN YEJIOBEK HE CTAHET [IENUTHCS C
Hel 00/1e3HeHHEIMU BOCIIOMMHAHUSIMHU. W BCe e OTCTyIHaTh OBIJIO CIMIIKOM Mo3mHO. OH JOIXKeH
TIOBEPUTH e, OBITH C Hell [0 KOHIIAa OTKPOBEHHBIM.

- Mer... - MAIrKo Hayamn Alekc.

[To BEIpazKeHUIO ero I1a3 Mer yxke 3Hana, YTO OH cOOUpaeTCs 0TKa3aTh el, XOTS U B JeJIMKaTHOU
dopm™me. E#f ocTaBanock CiIymaTh.

- f He TOT 4eNlOBEK, KOTOPHIY HYKEH TBOEMY KJIaHY...
Mer cxama ero miaedo. MoxeT ObITh, OHa HESICHO BhIPa3uilach?

- Anekc, MeHsI He BOJIHYET TBOe IIPOIIIOe, S OJIHOCTHIO NOBepsio Tebe. 1 Bepio B TBOU PeIeHUs, B
TBOE JTUIEPCTBO, B TBOe 60eBoOe MCKYCCTBO. 5 moBepsiio TeOe Oynylee cBoero KiaHa. Pa3Be 3Toro He
OOCTAaTOYHO?

- [1ns1 MeHs 3TO OoJibIllas YeCTh. ['0BOPIO 9TO OT YUCTOTO cepAana. M mpu Apyrux o6CTOSITeNbCTBaX...
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Ho ecTb Bellld, KOTOpPHIE THl HE TOHMMAEIIIh.

- Torma momoru MHE MOHATb.

- He mory.

- To ecThb THI HE XOUEIlb 3TOTO [ejlaTh? - C TOPeyYbio YTOYHUIa Mer.
- Ilyctsb OymeT Tak. He xouy.

3HaUUT, CJI0OBa HE IIOMOTJIU U TIOMBITKA 06PAaTUTLCS K JIOTUKE ITpoBanuiack. Ceppie Tsxkeno OMUIoch B
TPYOH, MyJIbC yYaCTUIICS, KOTma Mer MoHsa, YTO OYeHb OBICTPO MpUOIMKaeTCs K TOYKe, 0T KOTOPOH
BO3BpaTa yKe HeT. BTopruuHO OHa He CMOXKET ITPOCUTH ero B3siTh cebs B keHbl. Kak &e ObITh? OTHaTh
ce0s Anekcy Kak KeHIMHa OyPHOTO IIOBeleHH s, CHIrpaTh Ha UX B3aUMHOM BriedeHuu? Bce 3To
HauMHaeT MOXOAUTH Ha KaKy0-TO IIyIyi0 KoMenouio. AjieKC He OCTaBuil el BeiOopa. OHa 3Hana, 4To
eMy HyzKeH Mo0yIuTe bHbI MOTUB. TyT OMHOM TOIBKO CTPACTH Majio. Mer HPaBUTCSI €My, HO YTO-TO
coepxuBaeT ero. Eciiu oHa He IIocTapaeTcs y3HaTh, B YeM CYTh [iejla, TO 9TO TaK U OCTaHeTCs
TaiHoU. 2KUTh C 9TUM IIPOCTO HEBRIHOCUMO. OCTaIOCh Pa3brpaTh MOCIEeIHI0W0 KapTy. AjleKc 6poCcut
el BbI30B. Ha Hero Hafio OTBETUTS.

ATnexc cMOTpeJI B ee IpeKpacHhIe 3eJIeHke T1a3a, BUAes, Kak Mo0IeqHeso ee IUIlo, ¥ Ha HeM
oTpa3uiiach 00J1b, BEI3BaHHAs ero 0TKa3oM. OH HeHaBHUAes cebs 3a TO, YTO 3acTaBisieT Mer
ctpamaTh. Ho 0 yeM oHa miymara, KOTfa Ijia B ero KOMHaTy? Pa3Be oHa He MOHUMaJa, KakK 9T0
omacHo? Ecnu KTo-HUOYIb 00HAPYKUT ee 37ech, V Hee OyayT KPYIHbBIe HEIIPUSITHOCTH.

3auem M3abenb pacckasana el 0 Ky3eHax? EMy He Hy»KHa &KanocTb Mer.

Bpak. Cama sTa unes opa3Huiia ero, Kak ycKonib3awinas Meuyra. OH Bcerga cuuta, 4To Opak - 3T0
He 1151 Hero. U celidyac BIepBble B KU3HU MOHSJ, YTO MOT U omubaThcsi. CBOMM IpefoxkeHneM Mer
OKa3ajla eMy 4eCTh, HO IPUHSATH €eT0 HeBO3MOXKHO. Kakoii U3 Hero cefigyac Myx? YyBCTBO TOPHKOT0
coxaJleHusl IIPOH3UJI0 AJleKca.

CrenaTh eMy IIpefjioKeHue - 3T0 abCo0THO B iyxe Mer. HacTOMYMBOCTD ¥ IPSIMOJIMHEHHOCTE BO
BceM. Ee mpuxop cioma moTpe6oBa HeMaioro MyxecTtBa. Ho oHa TOnbKO BCe yCmoxHuUIa. Bo 4To
IIPEBPATHUIACh €ro XKHU3Hb, C TEX IIOP KaK OH BCTpeTun Mer?

CyMsiTHIIa MBICTIEH JIUIIIL YACTUYHO OTPazKaja 4yyBcTBa Asekca. To eMy X0TeJIoCh HeMeJIEHHO
IPEITHYTh Ha KOHST ¥ MYaThCS Ha MoGepexkbe, Cropas OT xKelaHus 60pPOThCs 3a cBoe Oymyiiee. To
00HSATH MeT ¥ HacllaXkIaThCs KazXKIbIM OParolleHHEIM MIHOBEHHEM C Hell. Takue 4yBCTBa O0JIeBaU
ero c Tex Iop, Kak npuexanu Popu u M3abenb, u AneKc MOHSII, 4TO 6JIM30K Yac pacCTaBaHus ¢ Mer.

EMy criemoBano ropAuThCS TEM, YTO OH CHEJIAJ IPH ABOpe. [lepBas YacTh 3alaHus BEITONHEeHa. OH
CHenas To, pafid Yero mosiBuics 3mech. Ho y Aymekca He OBIIIO OLIYIIEHHST PafoCTH, TOTOMY YTO Mer
OKa3ajach HeImpegHaMePEeHHO BTSIHYTa B €r0 [esTeIbHOCTh. EQUHCTBEHHBIM yTelleHreM Oblla MBICITb
0 TOM, YTO BCe ellle MMompaBuMo. [Ipu yCIIOBHHM, YTO OH CMOXKET YOep:KaThCSd U He TOIKHET ee B
IIOCTEJIb, YTOOLI OBJIAZETH €I0.

3aBTpa B 3TO BpeMs OH yxKe OyneT Ha MyTH Ha JIblouc. AyieKc yOUBUIICS, YTO Popu mompocun ero
3aJepxKaThCs Ha LeJIBli IeHb, U He 3HaJ, COXaJleTh eMy WY pafoBaThcs. OH mepeBen B3rIAn Ha Mer
M PelInJI, 4YTO Hafo IpexXze BCero YCIOKOUThCA. M 0O0pOTh Tep3alouylo AYIly CyMSTUIY YyBCTB.

JTro0ast MEICTTE 0 Mer mpuBoauiaa Ayekca B cMsaTeHue. 2KeHIMHB HUKOTa TPeXK e He BLI3BIBAIU B
HEeM TaKHX YyBCTB. A ceiyac oH gyman o0 ogHOM: Hafo, YTOOL OHA HUKOTITIa He y3Hasa, Kak TPYTHO
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eMy ye3xkaTbh 13-3a Hee. 3aueM HaBaTh JIOXKHYIO Hamexkay? OH He X0Tel MPUUYUHSTEH 00JIb U HE XOTEeN
mpoiatkcs. Ho eMy mpumgeTcs coenaTh U TO U IPYTOe.

Mer HampaBuIach K IBePH, COOMPAsICh YXOOUTh. AJIEKCY XOTeJIOCh 3aK/TI0YUTh €€ B 00BATUS U
TI0IIeJI0BaTh, YTOOH! YCIIOKOUTH ee 0071b. OH MpuKall PyKH K Tely, YToOBl He chelaTh 3TOro. Mer
CTOSI/Ta K HEeMY CITMHOM, HO OH BU[IEJI, YTO OHA BEPTUT B PyKaX 3aCTEXKKY IIIalla. 3HAYUT, 3TO
IpoIaHue. B rpymu 4To-To C2Kanock, AeKC CTUCHYT 3yOrl, YTOOH He OKJIUKHYTH €e.

Kenanue obnapmaTs e He mokupgano Anekca. Ho maxke ecnu Bce cka3aHHOe IIpaBfa, Jaxe eCIu OHa
CUMUTaEeT ero OTIMYHOM KaHAUAATypOu Ha IJlaBy KjlaHa, OH 3HAJI, YTO AOJIXKEH 3aKOHYUTh HadyaToe
neno. OH HyxkeH Popu, HE y Koro 0oJibllle HET TaKOTO OIbITa U MacTePCTBa, KakK y Anekca. Y Hero
€CThb JJOJIT IIepefi CBOUM KJIaHOM U Iiepef yOUTeIMU Ky3eHaMu. OH HUKOT[a He IOOBeprHeT Mer
OTIAaCHOCTH: HU CO CTOPOHBI CBOUX BPAroB, HU CO CBoei cob6cTBeHHOM. COI03 C IpefaTesieM - COBCEM
He TO, YTO OHA Hafesnach HauTu. Het, OymeT mydlie, ecnu oHa yiaeT ceidac. Korma Anekc
oTmpaBuTCs Ha JIbionc, Mer npumeT npeamoxenue [IxKeiMu. ITa MbIC/Ib 00JI€3HEHHBIM 9X0M
0TO3Basack B rpynu. Yept Ovl moOpas Bce Ha cBeTe!

HeoxwupmanHo miarn Mer COCKOIB3HYII C ee IJIed ¥ OKa3aJjcs Ha cTyne. Ha nuile meByIIKY 3aCTHIIO0
KaK0e-TO CTPaHHOE BHIPaXKeHWe: PeUIUTEIbHOe U OMHOBpPeMeHHO paHuMoe. OHa caenana poOKui mar
B HaIIpaBIIeHUU ATleKca. Y HEro IepexBaTHUIIo JbixaHue. Mer MofHsIa PYKY K BOJI0OCaM U OIOHY 3a
IPYTO¥ CTajla BEIHUMATh IIMUIILKY, VIePXKUBABIIKE TAXKeJIke JTOKOHEL. BelrkoenHas KalTaHOBas
BOJIHA yTajia ef Ha CIKMHY. Mer TpsXHyJa I'0JI0BOH, CJIOBHO IIPHUIJIalllas ero B pai. M obpekas Ha
BEUYHbLIE MYKH. ATIEKC KaK 3aTUITHOTU3MPOBAHHEINA CMOTPENT Ha OJIeCTeBINre B CBETE CBeUeH JIOKOHH.

B HeM pocno 6eClOKONCTBO - AYIIEBHOE U TeJleCHOe. Ero pa3ym OTKa3kIBaJICS BEPUTH B
poucxopsdinee. ManeHbKas JecHas HuM(a 30 BCeX CHJI CTApasiacCh BHTIISINETh H30IIPEHHOH
coba3HUTeNbHUIEH. ITO OBIII0 00BOPOXKUTENLHO, 9PdeKTHO. M cBogumo ¢ yma.

- Yro THI gemnaenib? - ['0510c TPo3ByYas pe3ko maxe [y Anekca. Mer nogHsiia 6poBu U yIbIOHYTach
OJHUMHU YTOJIKaMH Ty0:

- HomXHa MPU3HATHCS, YTO 3aHMMAIOCh 3TUM BIIEPBLIE, HO HAfIeI0Ch, YTO He 3p4...

Ona IIpoaoJizKaljla UOTH ME[JIEHHOM, ITI0KaYNBaIOMIEeCcs MOX0OKOH, IIOKa He OCTAaHOBUIACH IIpsiMO
rnepen HUM. Tak 6J'II/13KO, 4YTO OH MOT' HAKJIOHUTHCA U IIOIIEJIOBATh €€ MYIINCTYIO MaKYIIIKY.

Mer 0CTOPOKHO B3IJISTHYJIA Ha HETO U3-TI0J] AJIMHHBIX PECHUI] ¥ TIOTSIHYJIAch, YTOOBI ITOJIOXKUTL EMY
PYKH Ha 1ie4u. A7eKc 3aCTOHaJI, HO 3aCTaBUJI ce0s CTOSITh CMUPHO U He pearupoBaTh Ha ee
IIPUKOCHOBEHMU .

Boxe moii, oHa cobma3Hsa ero. Ajekc 3amep, OH HUKOTa He 0XKufIal Takoro oT Mer.

- Tebe Hamo UATH, - CyX0 CKa3as oH. - Celiyac. - [Toka ele He 1M03[HO, f0OaBUIT OH IIPO Cebs.
Mer nokayasa rojioBoy ¥ mocMoTpena Ajlekcy IpsiMo B I'jla3a:

- Ckaxu, 4TO THI He X04elllb MeHs. U Torga s yuny.

YepT BO3bMH, pa3Be OHa HE BUOUT, KAK eMy TPYIHO 9TO caenaTh? Hy He U3 KaMHS XKe OH, B KOHI[E
KOHIIOB, COTBOPEH, a U3 KUBOHM YeI0BeYeCKOU MIoTH. Kak OH CTpafas moCIeNHUN pa3, Koraa
IPHIIIOCH 3aCTaBUTh Ce0sI OCTAHOBUTHCS B TAKOM MOMEHT, KOT/Ia OCTAHOBUTHLCS HEBO3MOXKHO. OqHO
JIMIITE TPUCYTCTBHE PSIIOM C Hel HAIOJHSIIO €T0 TAKKM JKeJlaHWeM, YTO OH He 3HaJl, CKOJIBKO elrle
CMOXKET IIPOMiepKaThCs.
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- 1 He Xouy Tebs, - CONTan OH, a BCe €T0 CYLIeCTBO OYKBAIbHO IYJILCAPOBAJIO OT HEUCTOBOTO
JKeJlaHUS CIIUTHCS C HeH, IMO3HaTh ParcKoe 671axKeHCTBO.

Mer o0Hs1a ero 3a Iei u IIpruXKajlaCbk K HEMY BCEM CBOUM IIBIJIQIOIIUM OEBUYBEHUM TEJIOM. Ona
OPpa3HHJIa €Tro, 1 AmneKc He MOT JBIIIaTh.

- 4 He Bepio Tebe, - mpoIenTaaa Mer, MOLeT0BaB ero YIPSMEIH MOgO0POIOK.

Korpa oH He oTBeTus, Mer oTcTymnusia, oHa Oblyia cOUTa C TONKY U cMylleHa. Ho Anekc cTosin TBEPHO.
Mer cHOBa IpuiIbHYyJa K HEMY, II0JIOKUB eMy PyYK{ Ha TPyAb, U IpUXKasack K ero rybam. Ee monemnyi
CBOOUIJI ATleKca C yMa, OH Me[JIeHHO YMUpasl OT XejlaHusd. EMy norpe6oBanoch Ipu3BaTh Ha TOMOIIb
BCe CBOe caMooliafianue, 4ToOb He OTKJIMKHYTLCSA Ha TO, YTO Ipedyarana Mer. OH u3pas CTOH, U
Mer 65110 3TOTO HOCcTaToyHO. OHa MoIleIoBaia ero OngTh, TaK Kak OH y4ull ee. Y Hee ObUIM MATKUE
cnagkue TryOul. A7IeKCy XOTeJIOCh UCCIIefIoBaTh SI3bIKOM TaWHbIe ITyOuHE ee pTa. OH CONIPOTUBIIAICS
[0 TeX II0P, IT0Ka ee I3bIK He IIPOHUK K HeMY B POT.

Tocnogu, Hy 4TO Xe 3TO?

OH TaK CUJIBHO CXKaJl ee B CBOMX 00BSATUSX, UTO Y HETO faxKe MeJIbKHYJIa MBICJIb, He CHefial JId OH en
6onbHO. Ho OHA JTUINb MTPOMYpPJIBIKajIa YTO-TO, KaK MaIeHbKUN KOTEHOK. AJIEKC MPUKAJICS K
npoxkaruM rybam Mer, 1 3Ta IpOXKb BhIlaBajia ee BoimHeHWe. OH ITOHSI, YTO B Hel He OBIIO TOH
YBEPEHHOCTH MCKYIIEHHOM XEeHITUHbI, KAaKyI0 OHA ITBITA/Iach eMy IIPOAEeMOHCTPHUPOBaTh. BMecTo
PELIuTEeNbHOT0, TPeOOBATEILHOIO MOIENTys, 0 KOTOPOM MOJIUAJIO ee Pa3ropsiueHHoe TeJlo, ero ryorl u
SI3BIK HEXKHO JTacKanu poT Mer. O0 3ToM AJleKC Me4TaJsl C TOI'0 CaMoro [JHS B jecy. 2KenaHue
Oymopazkuio KpoBb, TOPOIIXIIO ero. Bo30yxKmeHHas MI0Th B3kiBala 00 yooBieTBopeHuU. CKOpo OymeT
II037IHO TI0BOpaYMBaTh Ha3af. UTo-To mpou3ouaeT caMo coboii. OTopBaThCs OT ee T'yh 0Ka3anoch
CaMBIM CJIOXKHBIM,

- 91 He Mory 3TO cHenaTh, Mer. - [IbixaHue Ayiekca OBIJIO PE3KUM U MTPEePHIBUCTHIM.

Ee rnmasa ObITM 3aTyMaHEHH! CTPACTRIO, TYOR! IPUITYXJIH OT nouenyeB. OHa HUKOTMIA He BHITIISIAENa
TAKOW ImpeKkpacHoii. Ho B3risg HEOXKUIaHHO TPOSICHUIICS.

- 91 He moHMMal0... TH He Xouelllb MeHa? ¢ 3HAI0, UTO Aenar. Y HUKOr[da HU B ueM He Ovljia Tak
yBEpeHa B CBOeM XKU3HU. TH - BCE, UTO MHE HYKHO. [103BO/Ib MHE [l0Ka3aTh Tebe 3TO.

Ee Bepa B HET'0 MPOH3UTIA IITUT, 32 KOTOPHEIM CKPBIBAIOCH €r0 cephte. Amekc Bepun eil. Takas, Kak
Mer, He CTaHET CTOMb JIETKO ImpetaraTh cebsi. OHA 3acTaBUIa €0 MeUTaTh O BellaX, 0 KOTOPHIX OH
HUKOTTIa He 103BOJIsN cebe nyMaTh. Ha MrHOBeHME OH 3a0BLI O TOM MpayHO TeHH, YTO
IpeciefoBajia ero nocjaenHue NATh JIeT. ITa MajieHbKas IpeKpacHas [IeByIIKa Bepujia B HETO.

Anexkc B3gporuys. HeT, oH He IO3BOUT et KepTBOBaTh C060M, CBOMM OymyLIUM, CBOEH OYIION pafu
Hero. OH He x04eT, YTOOH CBOMM BEIOOPOM OHa IOABeNa OTLa. JTO OmKOKa, YTO OHA 3[eCh, Belb OH
He MOXKEeT e faTh TO, YTO HYKHO. ITO He0OXOIUMO OCTAHOBUTh. 3[IEeCh U ceidac.

- OTO HUYero He u3MeHHUT, Mer. I He Mory HaTh Tebe TO, YTO TH XOUEIllb.
- 41 He pory obelaHuM, - TUXO OTKJIMKHYJach Mer. - {1 X04y TONbKO TeOSI.

Cepqiie TIyxo cTy4aso B rpyau Anekca. OH y6past ee pyKu CO CBOEH IeH, B35 3a MJIEYH U
OCTOPOZKHO OTCTPAHMUII OT cebs.

- Het. d He X049y 3TOro. - Anexc IMOCTapalic4, YTOOHI €10 roJIoC 3By4adJl TBEPOO.
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Mer mocMoOTpena Ha Hero Tak, CIIOBHO OH yaapull ee. ['Jla3a BHUMAaTEIbHO OCMOTPENH €T0 JIUIIO,
IBITASICh OTHICKATh XOTh KaKOH-HUOYOh TPU3HAK HePeIIUTeIbHOCTH. Ho BhIpaXkeHue uiia G510
JKeCTKuM U TBepabiM. OH CKOpee BCero YyBCTBOBAJI Pa00Ty ee MO3ra, KOTOPHIY MTPOIIYCKall yepe3
cebs ¥ aHAIM3UPOBAJI CKa3aHHEIE UM CJI0OBa. Y AneKca CxKaJloCh cephlle, Korma Mer mokpacHena oT
CThHIla ¥ YHUXKEHUS.

- IIpoctu. - Ee ronoc gpoxain. - 4 mymarna, Thl Xo4elllb... - OHa He MorJa 60JbIlle TOBOPUTH, IMOILIUU
nmepexBaTUIM ropio. Ileku mblaayd OrHeM, CoBa OBIIM eJie CIIBIIIHEL - BIpoyeM, He BaxKHO, 4TO S
ayMara.

Mer Gpocuinacsk K fiBepH, Ha X0y IIOOXBaTHUB ILjIall.
YepT, OH BCe UCTIOPTUII. AJIEKC CXBATHUJI €€ 3a PYKY, IBITasiCh OCTAHOBUTS.
- Mer, TH HENIPaBUJILHO TIOHSJIA MeHs. f He UMen B BUAY, YTO He X0uy Te0s.

- [ToxxanyucTa, - OCTaHOBUJIa OHa €ro0, efBa CoepxkKuBas cie3bl. - He Hago HUYEro ropoputs. - OHa
TIOTIRITAJIACh YIIBIOHYTHCS, HO TYOH ee gpoxkaiu. - O4eBUIHO, 5 CleNlana HeBEepHbIH BEIBOM. - [I]eku
elle spye BCIIBIXHYNIU OT YHUXKEHUS. - f yBepeHa, YTO TaKKe BeIld CITy4aloTCs ¢ TOOOM IMOCTOSHHO,
JKEeHITMHE HabpackBaloTCs Ha Te0s. - ITU CI0Ba IIPO3BYyYalll C HAlTyCKHON BECEJIOCThHIO.

Bup ee gpozkaliero Teya cioMal PelUTeNbHOCTh Anekca. [IpoTuB coOCTBEHHOM BOIM OH IPUXKUMaN
ee K cebe. EMy X0TeI0Cch BCTPAXHYTH €€ KakK CllefyeT ¥ OTpyraTth 3a Bce Ipoucxopsiiee. YepT, Kak
OHa MOTJIa COMHEBAaThCS B ero kenaHuu? OH B35J1 ee PYKy U IPUJIOKUII K CBOEU BO30yKIOEHHON
IIJIOTH, TTIOKA3bIBasg CUJLY CBOET0 MYXKCKOIO BIEUEHUS.

- Pa3Be TH He YyBCTBYEIIb, UTO [eJIaelllb CO MHOU? THl He 3HAeIIb, 0 YeM IPOCHUILb, MeT.
BosBparmaiics k cebe.

Mer nokadyasia TOJI0BOY X OCTOPOXKHO ITpobexkara majbyuKaMy 10 eTro TpyOu. Ajlekc He caepaKarn
CTOHA, OT[ABIIKCh BJIaCTH TEMHOTO U OIIACHOTO MOpHBa. OH MOTEPSJI CIIOCOOHOCTE YIIPaBIATh COOOIA.
K uepty KoHTpOJb. OH nbITanCA npenynpenuts Mer. OH cTapascs NOJaBUTh BO3HUKIIEE MEXAY
HUAMM KeJlaHKe C CaMOro IIepBOoro MOMeHTa, Korpa yBuzen ee. Hactan yac pacnnathl. Teneps OHa
y3HaeT, HaCKOJIbKO BEJIMKO ero XkKejlaHue 00J1afiaTh €elo.

[TpuKOCHOBEHUE ero pTa OBIJIO XKECTKUM ¥ BJIACTHHIM, IIOYTH CBUpPENBIM. OH CIIOBHO HaKa3hIBaJl ee 3a
TO, YTO OHA Miejiajia C HUM, 3a TO, YTO OKa3ajach 37IeCh, Iepe HUM, B Hemogxosiiee Bpems. Ho ecnu
OH HafesJICs HaIlyTraTh ee, TO CKopee Bcero ouruOcsi. Mer He MeHee CTPAaCTHO OTBeYasia Ha ero
nonenyd. Mexny ux TejgaMu He ObIIO HUKAKUX CEKPETOB.

Mer npuzxkanach K HeMy BCEM TEJIOM U II0JI0KUIa PYKY Ha BHICTYIAIOLIYIO IIJIOTh. AJIEKC YyBCTBOBA
TEeIIJIO €€ PYKU U C TPYAOM BhIIepKHUBal 3Ty IHITKY. OHa mpuHagiexXuT eMy. Hascerga. M Het
HUYEero IIpaBuiibHee 3Toro. byags uto 6ymet!

OH xouerT ee. [JoKka3aTeNbCTBO €T0 XKeJIaHUs, TI0X0XKe, TOJIBKO Pa3pyIIAIIO TOCIeNHUY Oaphep MeXay
HuMu. OHa X0Tesla YyBCTBOBATh €0, IPUKacaThCs K ero Teny. OHa noBepseT eMmy. U ecnu He ybensT
CJI0Ba, OHA BCE CKaxeT eMy CBOUM TesioM. CTpacTh ero Molesys cKa3ala ed To, YTO caM OH He MOT
cka3atb. Cepaue Mer TpeneTano oT cyacThs. OHa BEIIYCTHJIA HA BOJIIO TaKyl0 CTUXUIO YYBCTB, O
CyleCTBOBaHUY KOTOPOU B ce0e maXke He IIOAO3peBasa.

Ero metuHa napanarna meku Mer, Korfia oH nejoBasl ee. OH 3aIlyCTHUJI [TaJIbIEl B €€ BOJIOCHI,
3aMPOKUHYJI €M TOJIOBY ¥ He OTPHIBAJICS OT MATKUX I'y0. HecMOTpsT Ha KUITy4Yy10 SHEPTHUIO CTPACTH, B
€ro JeMCTBUSIX ITPOCKAIb3BIBAJIO YTO-TO 0COOeHHO HexHoe. OHa, Mer MakKKMHHOH, pa3pyIlIuiia MacKy
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Oe3pa3nuuus Ha 9TOM KpacuBOM Juile. Ee cepplie mepemnonHsiia 1000Bb K 3TOMY BOCXUTUTEIIEHOMY
YyeJI0BeKy. Mer MMoJI0XKHuJIa PYKYy eMy Ha TPyIb ¥ II0YYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK B3BOJTHOBAHHO ObETCS IIO[ €€
nmamoHbio cepate Anmekca. OHa CBOOMIIa ero ¢ yMa, ¥ 9Ta MHICIb IIPHIaBajia e CMeJIOCTH. Pyku
OecCTHIIHO GIyKIaju 10 er0 TPYOH ¥ CIIMHE, KCCIIeIOBaIN KPEMKYI0 QUTYPYy, Kpemde MpUKIUMaIu
€ro, CJIOBHO OHa XOTeJIa CTaTh C HUM €UHEIM IIeJILIM.

Anekc 1e710Bajl HeXXHYIO 11e0 ¥ OBICTPO pa3BsA3bIBal LIIHYPOBKY IIAaThs U KopceTa. [IpekpacHoe
naThe U3 U3YMPYAHOM IIapyu, KOTOPOe OHAa Tak TIIaTeNIbHO BeIOMpasa fjis co0la3HeHus, yIaso K ee
HOTaM, ¥ TOJIbKO TOHKAsi COPOYKa MPUKPHIBaja AEeBUYBIO HATOTY.

['yOb1 Anexca KOCHYJIMCh YYBCTBUTEIbHOM KOXKY Haf JTUGOM, U OH JIOBKO IIOTSHYJI 3aBA3KY, YTOORI
0CBOOOOUTE TPYAb.

- Boxe Mol, Kak TH ITpeKpacHa! - Ajlekc, Kak CKyJIbIITOP, 06cliefoBal pyKaMu ee CTpoiiHoe Teno. OH
KOCHYJICSI TyDaMy HaNpsKeHHBIX COCKOB, ¥ UYyBCTBEeHHAs BOJIHA IIpOKaTUiIach mno teny Mer. OHa
VCIIBIThIBAIa HaclaXkaeHue OT IIPUKOCHOBEHHUS €T0 IIepIIaBoro nogbopoaka K HeKHOM Koxke, IoKa
€ro S3bIK TBOPHUJI UTO-TO HEBEPOSITHOE C YIIPYTUMU XOJIMUKAMU I'pynei. Tejio HanolIuuiaocs KapKuM
TPENeToM, OHa TOHYJIa B OKeaHe YyBCTBEHHOTO IOpPHIBa. [110Th Mosuia 00 yIOBIETBOPEHUH.

B mopkeiBe cTpacT OHa KOCHYJIach PyKou ero 6emep, psAooM ¢ Bo30YKIEHHOU MIIOThIO. AJIeKC
B3OPOTHYJI ¥ 3afiepKaJsl AbixaHue. MEIIIIIH XKUBOTa HAIPSATIIUCH, OH C TPYAOM KOHTPOJIUPOBan ceosl.

- OCTOpPOXKHO, foporas, UHaye BCe 3aKOHUUTCS, TaK ¥ He HAa4aBIIUCh.
- IIpocty, - BcneixHyna Mer.

AJiekc, KOCHYBIIKCH IAJIbI[aMHU €€ MMOA00POaKa, 3aCTaBuI Mer MOTHSITh TOJIOBY U IIOCMOTPET el B
riasa.

- 3a yTo? 3a To, YyTO pa3dyausa Bo MHE Takoe XeynaHue? - OH yiaeIOHYICS. - ECU Thl MPUKOCHEUIHCS
KO MHe, 5 TIOTEPSIO0 yIpaBieHrue Hafg co0oii. Korma y meByIIKy 3TO BIepBhle, HHOTA ObIBaeT OOJBHO.
4 xouy mocTaBUTh Tebe YOOBOIBCTBHE. - AJIEKC 3aMOI4all U MIPHUCTAIbHO ITOCMOTpPen Ha Mer. - Th
MIOHUMAaEIb?

Mer kKuBHYyIA.

Anekc CHOBa IOIEJNIOBA €€, M MMKAaHTHEK MOMEHT PAaCTBOPUIICS B HapacTalOlleM HAaTHUCKE CTPACTH,
Kunsmein Mmexny Humu. OH JTOBKUM ABUXKEHHEM CHSJI C Hee COPOYKy. Mer maxe He ycrena
CMYTHUTHCS, KaK OH B35JI €e Ha PyKU U OCTOPOKHO ITOJI0KUJI Ha KpoBaTh. OT ero B3rngaa y Mer crano
TECHO B I'PyOH, OHA 3Haja, YTO HUKOTHa He 3a0ydeT 3TOT MOMEHT. B ero riasax oHa yBupmena
BOILJIOIIIEHKE CBOEM MEUTHI.

JleTHUM Be4dep OBIIT TeMNIsM, HO Mer IIOYYyBCTBOBaAJIa BHE3AIITHYIO IPO0Xb, OCTABIINCH Ha HECKOJIBKO
MTHOBeHuM 0e3 00bsaTHi Anmekca. Koxka IIOKPHBIIACh IIYIIBIPHIITKAMH, O6OCTpHH €€ YYBCTBUTEJIbLHOCTD.

- Kak st meuTan 06 3TOM, - Ipor3Hec AJlleKc, CHUMas pyOauiky u 6pocas ee Ha mojl. Ero B3rmsng
CKOJTb3UJI TT0 06HAXKEHHOMY TeIy, CoTrpeBas ero. - Thl - caMO COBEPILEHCTBO!

Mer o0ozxaia XpunoTily B ero rojnoce. OHa He 3Hana, Kak 0TBe4aTh, ee IPUPOAHast CKDOMHOCTE U
IIPUBBEIYKA MBICJIUTH JIOTUYECKY HUYETO He 3HA4YUJIU [lepell er0 BOCTOPXKEHHEIMU CJI0BaMU, BULOM
MOIITHOY 3aropesioi rpyau u xKapkuMmu o6baTusiMu. OHa HUKOTHA He IPUBLIKHET K BEJIMKOJIETTHO
CJI02KEHHOU MY2KCKOY (PUType, K 4yBCTBEHHOM IIPUBIIEKATEJIbHOCTH €r0 MOIIHOIO0 Tejla. PyKu u rpyab
Arnexkca ObIIM IOKPHITEL TEMHBIM 3arapoM, Ha TPy BUAHEJICS TPEYTOJIbHUK 30JI0TUCTHIX Bosioc. Ha
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€ro MyCKyJIMCTOM TOpPCE He OBLII0O HY OJTHOT'O JIMIITHETO I'paMMa. Kaszarsocs, OH coenaH U3 CTallu.

Ero y3kue mItaHbl HU3KO OepKanuch Ha Oefpax, mogdepKuBas MIoCKui KuBOT. OH Iprcen Ha Kpan
KPOBAaTH ¥ CTaJl 1IeJIOBaTh YIPYTrue MOMyKPYXKUS AeBUYbel TPYOH, T0Ka Mer He BEITHYJIaCh BCEM
TEJIOM eMy HaBCTPEeYYy U He BCKPUKHYJIa OT YOOBOJIbCTBUS. 3aTJIyLUINB €€ KPUK I'y0aMu U SI3bIKOM, OH
CKOJIb3HYJI PYKOIi 110 ee XXKUBOTY U CIYCTUJICA HUXKe, K OepaM.

Mer 3aJO0XHYJIaCbh, BXUMAsICb B KPOBATh. Ee Teno HanoIHUIIOCE BOCIIOMUHAHUSAMHU O €r0
IIPUKOCHOBEHUAX TaM, B JieCy, U el XO0TeJI0Ch CHOBa IIOYYyBCTBOBATH 3TO. Ona IIPUKpPHLJIA I'/la3a 4,
OTKHHYB I'OJIOBY Ha IMOAYIIKY, OTHaJIaCh YYBCTBEHHBIM OINYIIIEHUSAM, KOTOPEIE HpO6YJII/IJ'II/I €ro JIaCKH.

Amnekc mpoaoKa JackaTh ee BO30YKAEHHYIO IIJIOTh PUTMUYHEIMU JBUXKEHUSIMHU. Mer BHITHYJIA TEJI0
B CJIaJKOW MCTOMe, U AJIeKCy BCe TpyHHee ylaBaioCch KOHTPOIUPOBATh ceOsi. 3a KaXkKAylo CEKYHTy ee

YIOBOJIbCTBUS OH 60POJICS ¢ COOCTBEHHBIM HAaCTOMYMBHIM XKelaHueM. EMy X0TelloCh TOTPY3UThLCS BO

BJIaXKHOE TETIJIO €€ IIJIOTU U IMMOYYBCTBOBATh, KaK Pab0TAIOT CKPHITEIE BHYTPHU €€ Tejla MBIIIIITHL.

Ona OblyIa IOYTH TOTOBA IPHUHSTH €TO.

Arnexc MIrHOBEHHO cOpocCHUIl ¢ ce0s OCTaTKK OfeXKObl ¥ HaKPBIT Mer CBOUM TeJIOM. YIepKUBasiCh Ha
BBITSTHYTBIX PYKaXx, OH 3arjITHYJ B PEKPaCHbIe, YapyIoIlue ria3a XKeHIIUHEl, KOTOPYI0 XOTeN 00JIbIle
BCETro Ha CBeTe.

- ByneT 6OJ'IBHO, - HAaIIOMHUJI OH Mer, - HO TOJIbKO MTHOBEHHE.

Mer MenyieHHO TiepeBesia B3TJIAL C MINPOKOM TPyAx HUXKe, Ty[a, THe TOPAO0 BEICTyIal CHMBOJI
MY2KCKOTO JocToMHCTBA. OHa M3yMJIEHHO pacluupuia riasa. [Jaxke U3HeMOras OT XKeJIaHUs, OHa He
MOTJIa IIPEeACTaBUTh, UYTO I'OTOBA MMPUHSTh TAKOT'0 KPYITHOTO0 MYKUKHY.

- [ToBephbCs MHE, - CKa3asl AJlekc.
- ¢ Bepio Tebe, - mporenTana Mer.

Anekc mercTBOBal 0YE€Hb OCTOPOKHO U HE TOPOIISICh, XOTS 3TO CTOMJIO eMy OOoJbInux ycunuii. OH
MeIJIeHHO MOTPY2KAaJICs B Hee, JaBasi BO3MOXKHOCTh €€ TeJy MPUBLIKHYTh K HeMy. OT IUKOTO
HAIMPSIXKEHUs Ha JIOY BHICTYIIMII ITOT, KOTIa OH ITOYYBCTBOBAI PA0OTy ee CKPBITHIX MBI, OHU
00XBaTHU/IH €r0 IJIOTh KaK IepyaTKa. AJIeKCy COesnanochk HeOORKHOBEHHO XOPOIIIO, eMY XOTeI0Ch
3aKPHBITh I'1a3a, OTKUHYTh TOJIOBY ¥ 3a0BITECS B PUTMUYHBIX IBUKEHUSX.

Eme 4yTh-4yTh... OH 3HaJ, YTO IPUYUHSIET el 60/Ib, HO ee TeI0 MeIJIEHHO OTKPHIBAJIOCh MY
HaBcTpeuy. Anmekc mennui. OCo3HaHUE TOTO, YTO OH COOUPAETCS COelaTh U YTO OH yKe CHenall,
TIOPA3UII0 €T0, MY XOTEJIOCh 3alIOMHUTh OCTPOTY 3TOT0 MOMEHTA. BaXKHOCTh MMPOUCXOOSAIIETO
HaBCerJa OCTAaHETCS B ero AyIre. AJIeKC TIOCMOTPeEI B I'Ta3a Mer, 3Hasi, YTO OH HUKOTMIa HYU C KEM He
OBLI TaK OIHM30K.

OpuyM OBUKEHKEM OH IIPOHUK B Hee, IIPeO0f0JieB Iperpany deBCTBEHHOCTHA. Mer MakKMHHOH
IpUHAIexkasna eMy.

Mer BCKpUKHYJIa, ¥ AJleKC 3aTriyIIna ee KpUK noienyeM. KpaTkas 00Jib OT ero MPOHUKHOBEHHUS
pacTBOPUIIaCh B OCTPOM 4yBCTBe HacnaxpaeHus. OHa pacciaadunach, IOHUMas, 4TO AJIeKC yXKe
BHYTPU ee, U HacJlaXkajach 9TUM eJUHEeHUEM.

Mer noHuMana, Kak TPYOHO eEMYy COEPXKHUBATH ce0bs. MEIIIIEL Ha TIeYax HAIIPATIINCE, Ha JINIEe
3aCThIJIO HAIIPA2KEHHO€ BhIPDAXKEHHUEe. HeCMOTpH Ha 0YeBUIHOE XKejlaHue UATH Jalibllle, AJIeKC X0Tell,
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yTOOBLI OHA HAClIaJuIach TeM, 4TO eCThb. Ero npenynpeguTeIbHOCTh BOCXHUIIIAIa Mer. Pagu Hee Ajekc
06y3uan BCIO CBOIO MOIIIb W CHUILY.

OTa CHJa ¥ MOIIb IPeCcTaa Iepey] ee BOCXUIIEHHEIM B30poM. Ero Teyo GII0 BeIMKOJIEITHEIM,
TOYEHEIM, Kak cTatys. Ho ata craTys usnmydasna Temno. [IpMKOCHOBEHKE PYKHU K er0 Pa3ropsiueHHOH
KOKe e CTBOBAJI0 MarnyeckuM o6pa3oM. [Tof mambIlaMu IePeKaTHIBAIMCh KPEIKKe, KaK IPaHuT,
MBIIIIIIEL, ¥ OJJHO 3TO y2Ke Bo30yxkmano Mer.

Aekc Mo4YyBCTBOBAJ €€ HapacTaloIly0 CTPACTh U HAayaJl MeJIeHHO OBUTAThCSA. Mer He
IIPeCTaBIAa, KaKue OUIYIIeHUs TPU 3TOM [OJIKHA MCIHITHBATE IEBYIIKA. YIOBOILCTBUE
HAKaTHIBAJIO ¥ OTCTYIIA/0, KaK BOJIHH Ha MECYaHbIH MK, YIIEMUBIINCH PyKaM# eMy 3a Iiedu, Mer
[IBUTAJIaCh €My HABCTPeUy, CXOM C YMa OT AUKOro kenauus. OHa mogHsIa 6egpa, YTOOk OH CMOT
IPOHUKHYTH TTTy02Ke, U CTApasach YBEJIMYUTh TEMII.

W Anekc moHsin ee. YBeIuuuBasi TEMII, OH ITPOO/IXKAJ TaCKaTh ee pykKor. CTpacTh HapacTasia 0 TeX
0P, TTOKA YTO-TO BHYTPH He B30pBasiock. OHa 00BUJIa HOTaMU €T0 TAJIWI0 ¥ KPEMKO IpuxkKasa ero K
cebe. Eme ogHO MOIITHOE OBUXKEHME, ¥ OHU 00a JOCTUTJIM ITUKa CTPACTU. DMOIUY, KOTOPHIE
TIepexXkuIia B 9TOT MOMEHT Mer, OBUIM HaCTOJIbKO H3YMUTEIbHEIMHU, YTO OHA HE MOTJIa IOHSTh, KakK [0
CUX Top Xkuia 6e3 mo0By.

3alOXHYBIINUCH OT U3YMJIEHHS, OHa IIpUXKajach K AJleKCy, IPepEIBUCTO Abllta. Korpa geixanue
BOCCTAHOBHUJIOCH, AJIeKC JIeT pSfoM, Io-IIpexkHeMy o0OHMUMas ee ofHOM pykou. OH yOpan ymaBllyio e
Ha JIALO IPSOb BOJIOC ¥ C HECKPhIBaeMBEIM 000KaHNEM TOCMOTPEJ el B ria3a. Kasanocs, oH
coO0MpaeTcs YTO-TO CKa3aTh, U MeT X0TeI0Ch fyMaTh, YTO 3TO OyAeT UMETh 3HAYEHUE IS UX
oynmymero. Cepaiie 3aMepso OT OXKUIaHUS.

Ho eu He CyXOeHO OBLIIO Y3HATh, 4YTO CO6I/IpaJ'IC5{ ckasath Anekc. He maHo OBLITIO Y3HATh, HACKOJIBKO
9TH CJIOBa U3MEHAT €€ naaneﬁmylo XKHU3Hb.

HOTOMY YTO B 3TOT HEMBICIIUMO MHOFOO6€H.I&I-OH.II/H;'I MOMEHT, KOrla BC€, Ka3aJIOCh, BOSMOZKHO, IBEPDb
pacCnaxHynacCh U XKM3Hb Mer u3MeHHIaCh HaBCETIA.

['naBa 16
- Tw1 yOmiogok! - rpy0o Beipyrasncs [Ixevimu. - TeOs Hago yOuTh 3a 310!

Anekc HeMeJIeHHO MOABUHYJICS, YTOObI 3aKPHITE CBOUM TesloM Mer. Y Hee Oblla OOHa CEKYHOa,
YTOOBI MPUKPBITH HATOTY OMESIJIOM.

JIutio Anexca CTajo XeCTKUM, KOT[Ia OH CMEPHII B3TJISIIOM ORIBIIETO [PYTa.

- Moxenrb mormpo0oBaTh, - ¢ 6eCIOMaIHEIM CIIOKOMCTBHEM CKa3ajl Anekc. - Ho s 6wl He COBETOBaJl.
Oco6eHHO TIOCTIE TOTO, KAaK THl BOPBAJICS B MOIO KOMHATy 0e3 Impuriaiesus u 6e3 cTyka.

«YepT Obl M0OPa 3Ty ABEPD, - pyrazics npo ceds Anekc. - B mopbiBe cTpacTel U BHISICHEHUS
OTHOILEHUM MbI COBCEM 3a0BUIM NP0 Hee, TaK ¥ He 3alepiIu Ha 3aCOB».

- f uckan Mer, u Korga ee ciyXaHKa CKa3ajla, Ky[a OHa IOIIfa... - [[2KelMu C Ipe3pUTEeIbHON
YCMEILKOU IJISTHYJI Ha KpoBaTh. - [I0xX0Xe, 51 omo3gait.

- OcropoxHuee, Kemnber, He cremy IpOU3HECTH CI0Ba, KOTOPOE 51 He CMOT'Y IIPOCTUTb.

CnpaBennuBhili THEB [IKetiMu ocitabern mog HaTUCKOM yrpo3bl Anekca. OH MOT OpPOCUTD BHI30B
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Ixelimu, u ecnu OB HE YYBCTBOBAJI Ce€051 BUHOBATHIM BO BCIIHIILIKE PEBHOCTH, TO TakK OBl ¥ MIOCTYITHIL.
OH 6511 B IpOCTH, 4TO [[2KelMu Tak 6eCliepeMOHHO BOPBasCs K HUM u cMyTun Mer. OT ero
IIPUCYTCTBUS BCE 3[I€Ch CITyYUBIIEECS MPEBPATUIIOCh B HEUTO IIOCThIAHOE U I'PsizHoe. Ho Gornblie
BCETO €Tr0 3JIUJI0, YTO OH CTOJKHYJICS C TPy00il peasbHOCTHIO IO TOTO, KaK YCIIeNl HaclafUuThCs
MOMEHTOM 0J1a’KeHCTBa U HETH.

- Ecnu He xouerns, 4TOOH 3mech coOpasicsi BeCh IBOP, TOBOPH IIOTHIIE U 3aKPOi IBEPE.

YV IIxeriMu OBITT TAKOM BU, CIIOBHO OH XOTEJI 0TKa3aThCs, HO, TJISHYB Ha MEPTBEHHO-01eITHOE JTUII0
Mer, 3aKphlI paclaxHyTyl0 ABEPb.

- Tenepb, €CJIX Thl OTBEPHEINECA Ha MUHYTKY, TO CIIaCellb Mer ot HEHY2XKHOI'0O YHUZXKEHU, -
IIpHUKa3all Anekc TaKuM XKe XKeJIe3HBIM TOHOM.

IXeiiMU BBITIOJIHUT YKa3aHUe, Pe3KO OTBEPHYBINKCH U MaB UM 000UM BPeMs OfEThCs. ATIEKC
COCKOJIb3HYJI C KPOBaTH, IIOAXBaTUI OpIOKU 1 pyOaInky u 6bIcTpo ofesncs. [ToToM moman Mer ee
OHexkMy, MOJ0K/Iall, T0Ka OHa HAaJeHeT COPOYKY, ¥ MOMOT CIIPABUTHCS C KOPCETOM U ILIaTHEM.

Korpga Bce 6b1710 3aKOHYEHO, AneKc pa3pemun [[keiMu MOBEpPHYTLCI. B KoMHaTe cTosina
OTJIyIIUTENIbHAA TUIIKHA, [I0Ka OHU BCe CMOTPEJIU OPYT Ha Apyra. B Bo3gyxe yietanu MoI4asvBhe
B3auMMHEIE 0OBUHEHUS.

- 3Ha4uT, THI ©U3MEHUJI CBOE pelenre, - HapyInJil TUIIAHY ,]:[}KeflMI/I - Tl cHenaelb ei
IIpeajoxkKeHnune Tenepb?

CHOBa Bollapuiach TUIIKHA.

Anekc 4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK Ha HeT0 OOPYIIMIKNCE IIOCIIEICTBUS ero nercTBui. [1ocneicTBUS, 0 KOTOPHIX
OH 3HaJl, HO HafesJscs mpeomoneTh caM. OH 3HAJ, YTO OOJIXKEH [ielaTh, 3TOro TpeboBana 4ecTh. B ToT
MOMEHT, KOTHa OH YBJIeK Mer B IIOCTeJIb, pelleHue ObII0 MPUHATO. [axke 0XBaYeHHHIN CTPACThIO,
Arnexkc 3Hai 310. BropxeHue [1:KeliMU TOJIBKO YCKOPUIIO ero pelleHure. Ho cka3aTh HyXKHBIE CI0Ba
BCe paBHO ObIJI0 Hejlerko. OH He MPEeCTaBIseI, KaK 3TO OTPA3UTCS Ha ero moe3ake Ha JIbiouc. Anekcy
He XOTeJIOCh IToABepraTh onacHocTy Mer. U Kak OH CMOXKeT CTaTh MyKeM, KOTOpHIM HyXkeH Mer,
ecnu oH OyneT cpaxkaTbhcs Ha JIbiouce?

Kaxk oH MoOr pruCKOBaTh BCEM, UTO CHeajl 3a 3TU MOCTIefHNe IATh 1eT? AJleKC AyMal 0 Jacax,
KOTOpHIE IIPOBEIT Ha 1ojie 605, OTTauKWBasi CBOe MacTEPCTBO, O TOflaX BOalIu OT CEMbU U IOMa, KOTa
IIPUXOOUIIOCE XKUTh B co0aubux ycnoBusax. Ho 6ombIlle BCEro OH qyMall 0 Ky3eHaX U O CBOEM
pelIeHny, KOTOPOe MIPUBEJIO K UX cMepTH. Heyxkenu eMy IpumeTcs BEIOMPaTh Mexkay Mer u
COBECThIO?

9TOoro eMy He x0Tenoch. EMy HpaBunachk Mer, OH gyMain o Hel 60Jblile, 4eM o 000 Opyrou
JKEHIIMHE B eTro XU3HU. M moHrMas, 4To OpakK ¢ HUM CO3[acT ed OfHU JTullb TpobiaeMsl. Ho mpyroro
BeIOOpa HeT. OH He MOT OCTaBUTh €€ TI0CTIe CIIYYUBIIEroCs, He MOT II03BOJIUTDh, YTOOH OHA
pasoyapoBasia OTIa.

Anexc HUKOTO He BUHUI, KpoMe cebs. Ho eMy He HpaBMIOCH, KOTfa €T0 K YeMY-TO IPUHYKOAIOT,
0Cco0eHHO TaKuM 06pa3oM.

Mer He Morna IIOBEPHUTE B IIPOUCXOOAIIIEE. TonBKO 4TO OHa Hacnaxpmaanach CaMbIM IIpeKpPaCHBEIM
MOMEHTOM B CBOEH XM3HHU, U TYT IIOABHUIICA JI}KeﬁMH " 3aCTall UX, 9YTO HAa3bIBa€TCA, Ha MeCTe
IIPECTYIIJIEHU. Bce 310 OBINIO... KAK-TO HEeIIPaBUJIbHO.
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Ha cekyHmy eii MOKa3ayoCh, YTO 9TH [IBOE Ceryac BCTYMAT B Apaky. OHU CTOSINIH C YTPOKAIOIIUM
BHIOM JIPYT HAIIPOTHB OPYyra U He CKPHIBAJIM CBOEH BpaxkmeOHOCTH. Mer He XOTeI0Ch, YTOOH M3-3a
Hee OHU BIEIUJIUCH OPYT APYTY B INIOoTKH. OHa IBITaNack CKa3aTh YTo-HUOYOb [[2KeiMu, KaK-TO BCe
00BSICHUTD, HO CJI0BA 3acCTPsiU Bo PTy. OH maXke He CTaHET CMOTPETh B e CTOPOHY. Mer OBIIO MI0X0
OT TOTO, YTO OHA MpuuyuHuia Jxeimu 6011b. OHa 6ECITOKOMIACH 3a HETO, BEOb OH BCETMa OB [T Hee
Kak Opar.

Mer 3Hasa, Y4eM PUCKYeT, KOTMa Iijla CIofa, HO OHA HUKOTHA He JyMala, YTO 3Ta CUTYalIlis MOXKeT
00epHYThCS TaKuUM KomrMapoM. Ceiuac Bce CTajo elre xyxe - [[XKeiMu 0Kugaa 0TBeTa Ha BOIIPOC,
KOTOPHIH e XOTeNIoCh yCIBIaTh 6orbIie Bcero. Ho oHa XoTerna yCIBIIaTh ero oT AlleKca U YTOOH OH
OTBETHUJI CBOOOMHO U 6e3 IPUHYXKIEHUS.

Mer xkpgana.

Ee oxBaTunu MpauHbie nmpeauyBcTBusi. C KaXkKmIoi CEKYHION OHa BCe oTYasiHHee 60poJach 3a
Haflexkny Ha Oymylee, KOTOPOe TPO3UJI0 PACCHIIATHCS Ha MeJIKUe KyCOYKU y ee HOT.

Amnekc rpo3HO IIOCMOTpeT Ha [IKeiMHu, TaK ¥ He B3TJISTHYB Ha Mer.
- He Hago HamoMuHATH MHE 0 MOEM [OJITe.

Ionr. 3To cmoBo panuno Mer B caMoe ceppaiie. Eif He X0TenoCh IIpeBpaniaThCs B 4ei-To «gonr». OHa
YyBCTBOBasa, KAk MeXAy ABYMS MyXK4YMHaMH pPacTeT Bpaxpa, u 0051ack, 4YTO UX B3aUMHas
HETIPUs3Hb PACIPOCTPAHUTCS U Ha Hee.

HaxkoHe1] Anekc OBEPHYJICS U B3I IIOXOJIOAEBIINE PYKU MeT B CBOM.
- Mer, THI cornacHa CTaTh MOEU XXKEHOU?
BoTt 0HO u cnyunnocs. OCyIeCTBUIOCE €€ XKeJlaHue.

Tomoc Anekca Mpo3ByYall PeIluTeIbHO U TBEPMO, eT0 MPUSATHHIN HU3KuM TeMOp Mer o6oxkana. OH He
COMHEBAJICSI U He YBUJIMBAJI, HO B TPyAu Y Mer BO3HUKIIO 60e3HeHHOe HalpsxkeHue. [Ipemoxenne
IIPO3ByYasio UCKpPeHHe, HO KakK Obl He 10 Bojie Aylekca. 9To OB He eTo BEIOOpP, TPOCTO €T0
Heu3MeHHas 4eCThb U 0J1aropofiCTBO He IO3BOJISANIA eMy IIOCTYIIUTh NHave.

Y Mer nopkocunuck Horu. «OH He X0UeT KeHUThCS Ha MHe». O YeM OHa TOJbKO AyMajia, KOorja Ija
cloma?

«41 3acTaBuna ero XKeHUThLCI Ha cebe, - moHsIa Mer. - Ho 4To 51 Mory mopenaTts? Mosi HEBUHHOCTD
IoTepsHa. Y MeHS eCTh [OJT Mepel CeMbel U Iepeq KIIaHOM».

C npepmoxenueM AneKca OHa IOJIy4uiIa TO, Pagy 4Yero Impuilia ciofa. Ho Temeps Mer mymara, 9To
myuie OBl OH cpa3dy OTIpaBuil ee Ha3amd. OH MBITAJCS, HAlIOMHUIIA OHA cebe. OT YHUKEHUS IIEKH
TIOKPBITMCh KPACHBIMU MSITHaMU. [ Ty0OKO B Oyllle OHa BepuIa, YTO AJIEKC X04YeT XKEeHUThCS Ha Hel.
Okas3sanoch, 4To oHa omrubanach. U Teneps onu 006a OyAyT CTpamgaTh.

Mer no4yBcTBOBaja, KakK IepexBaTUIO rOPJIo U Ila3a 3aCTUIal0T MOACTYIUBIINE cie3bl. OHa
TIIOTIBITaIach YARIOHYTHCS, HO y/bIOKa IOIy4YuiIach KpruBasi, 60blile oxoxas Ha IpuMacy.

- d... 1... [Ia, - BEaBUIa OHa HaKOHEL], TOTOBas paciakatbcs. Hamo OeicTpee yXoouTh oTCiofa. - 4
IOoJKHa BepHYTHCS K cebe. - [Ipr3BaB Bce CBOe MyKeCTBO, OHA HaKWHYJIa IJIalll ¥ YCTPEMUIach K
BBEIXOTIY.
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- Mer, - OKJIMKHYVII €€ Anekc, HalIPpaBJIAACh 3a HeW CleoM, - MOJ0XKOMN.

Ho Mer, npuTBOPHUBIIKCH, YTO HE YCIIHIIIAJA €T0, O6POCUIACh TPOYD IO XOJIOMHOMY TEMHOMY
KOPULOPY.

Anexc mocMoTpen Beien Mer, CKpBIBILIENCS B KOPUAOPE, U ITOBEPHYJICA K [[KeuMu:

- Hy uTo X... Bce 3aKOHYMIOCH XOPOIIIO, XOTS 5 HE COBCEM TaK IIJIAHMPOBAJ JieaTh IPeIoXKeHNUe. ..
O 4yeM ThI, Y€PT BO3bMHU, AyMaj?

Amnexc pemmu HalTi Mer 1mo3:xke, ceryac ObIJI0 IOHSTHO, YTO e He0OX0OUMO MOOKITh OHOM, YTOOR
OTIPABUTHCS OT MOTPsICeHUs. EMy TOXKe XOTeI0Ch OCTaThCst OmHOMY, HO KeMnOer, moxoxe, He
coOUpascs yXOouTh.

- {1 HUKora He gyMai... - [IKeliMu 3aMojT4ajl, HaKOHell 0CO3HaB ITOCIECTBUS CBOUX HEOOOyMaHHbIX
mericTBuil. Ero 6ecliepeMOHHOe BTOPXKEHME CII0COOCTBOBAJIO TOMY, Yero OH COBCEM He XOTe:
nnoMmosnBke Mer ¢ AnekcoM. [[xkeiiMu 6eCIIOKOMHO XOIUII 10 KOMHATe, 00gyMbIBasi CTy4YUBIIEeCS U
n3penKa IMOTJIsigbiBas Ha Anmekca. Korma oH 0CTaHOBUIICS, B3I, OPOIIEHHBIN UM Ha AJleKca, MOXKHO
OblI0 Ha3BaTh 03afaueHHEIM. [10 KpaliHeil Mepe B HeM He ObIJI0 HeHaBUCTH. - Korfia s BepHYJICS, 5
OHsI/, 4TO Mer u3Menusnack. OHa BooOpa3umna cebe, 4To Bito6eHa B TeOsi. Thl BOCIIOIB30BAJICS €10.

BooGpa3una? Anekc o4yBCTBOBaJ cebs Tak, CJIOBHO ero ygapunu. OH 3aMep. Kak 310
«BooOpa3usna»? Bbuna cebe B rojioBy, YTO JIIOOUT €ro?

Anexc noHs, 9T0 [IKeiMu B 4eM-TO IpaB. Mer gyMaeT, 9To JTI00UT ero, MHa4Ye HUKOTHa OBl He
OTHaJla eMy CBOIO HeBUHHOCTb. OH 04YeHb XOTeJI, YTOOBI 9TO 0Ka3asioCh IPaBIoH. ITO OTKPHITHE
OIIEJIOMUJIO €TI0, IOKOPUJIO, B3BOJIHOBAN0. M1 Ha MUHYTY Ilogapuiio eMy Hanexny. JIto0oBb Mer oH
OymeT XpaHUTh BCeTHa Kak fiap CyabObL.

- TToxoxe, s1 HemooleHuN Tebs, - mpoposkan [xeimu. - Trl ObICTPO paboTaems. Hy 1 uTo 3T0? Pamu
yero? [leHpru? 3eMmns?

- He 6ynpb raymom, - MpUIMYPHUI TTa3a AJIeKC, - pedb He 00 9TOM.
- Pa3Be?

- 41 ckazan Tebe npaBay. J He coOupasncs 3aX0OUTh TaK AalekKo.

- Ho Buxy, He Xkajeelllb, YTO 3TO CITy4HIOCh.

Anekc 3agymaicd Ha MrHOBeHUe. [I>kermu npaB. OH IBITAJICA 3alUTUTh Mer 0T OIIPOMETYUBOTO
IIOCTYIIKA, HO B TJIyOUHE AYIIM €My XOTeJIoCh, YTOOBI OHA CTajla ero KeHOM.

- Trl 1IpaB, He Xkane. Bo3M0OXHO, XKajek TOJIKO 00 OTHOM - YTO 3TO IIPOU30III0 TaKUM 00pa3oM.
- Ona HpaBuTtcs Tebe. - ['onoc [IKeliMu IPO3ByYa riyxo. AJeKC He OTBETHUIL.

I>XelMu OKWHYJI €T0 OLIEHWBAIOIIUM B3TJIIAOM, Kak GYOTO TO, UTO €T0 BOJIHOBAJIO, HAaKOHEI 00pesto
CMEICIL.

.- OHa melcTBUTEIHHO HPaBUTCS Tebe. [I03TOMYy TH He XOUelllb BOBJIEKATh ee B CBOU fiejla MpHu
nBope. - OH IOJHSA PYKY, Ipenynpexnas Bo3paxeHnus Anekca. - He BonHyucs. f He 3Hal0, YTO TH
3[ech, IIPU ABOpPE, [eJlaelllb, HO YBEPEH, UTO 3TO HEe UMeeT HUKAKOT0 OTHOIIEHHUS K IIOUCKY paboTH B
KauyeCTBe HaeMHOTO BorHa. 4 mpoBen HebobIoe COOCTBEHHOE paccienoBaHue, cienal HECKOIbKO
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3aIIPOCOB. [ToxoxKe, HUKTO He MOXKET BCIIOMHHUTDL AJleKca MaKnay;:[a B POJIX HAEMHOTI'O BOMHA C
KoMaHpmou O'Hunna 3a mociaemHue OsSTh JIET.

ATeKC CKpHIT CBOIO peaknuio. OH He YAUBUIICS, YTO €TI0 XUTPOCTh OblIa PacKphITa, MPOCTO [KeiMu
yHOaJoch coesaTh 3TO 04eHb ObICTPO. MOXKHO OBIIO yTemaTh ce0st TeM, YTO B JaHHbIM MOMEHT, KpOME
IIOJ03PEHUH, Y Hero Huuero HeT. OH He 3HAeT HUUero KOHKPETHOr 0. AJIeKC ITOHUMaJ, YTO eCJIH
HayHeT BCe OTPUIIaTh, TO TOJILKO MpUmacT [xKelMu yBepeHHOCTHU B CBOel TpaBoTe. [103TOMY OH He
CTajl HU CIIOPUTH, HU COTJIAlIaThCS.

- Trl MOXKeIlb fyMaTh, [I2KeiiMu, BCe, YTO YTOOHO, HO 3TO - MOe HEeJo.

- TonpKO He Torma, Korga 3To KacaeTcs Mer. Torga 3To gejio CTAHOBUTCSA MOUM. - [I2KeHUMHU chesian
rny0okul BOox. - TeGe He 00513aTENIbHO XKEHUTHCS Ha Hell.

- HeT, ob6s3aTenpHO.

-4 HHUKOMY H€ CKaXy O TOM, YTO BUOEJI 30€Ch CEerogHsa, U HaMepPEH IIPOCUTh Mer BHUTH 3aMyX 3a
MEH.

Arnexc cxaj KyJlaKy, TOTOBBIM HAHECTH yHap B KBAIPATHYIO YeNoCTh [IKeUMH, U maXkKe CHesa Iar
BIIEpEL.

- MHe KaxeTcs, IeByIlKa yxke o0pydeHa.
[IKeliMU eMOHCTPATUBHO BHIIEPKAJ B3Iy Ajekca.
- ITIycTte oHa cama BHIOEpET.

Anekc ¢ TpyooM CHepXKUBall IpOCTh, KOTOPast BCKUIIeJIa B HEM, e[lBa OH yCIIBIILIAI CJIoBa [IXKeuMu.
Mer npunamiexut emy. OH Bcell fyuIoi ObUI IPOTUB TAaKOTO IIPEAJIOKEHUS, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO
YMOM IOHUMaJI IPaBoTy [IKeuMu.

[>KeriMu BUAEI peakiuio AneKca, HO CTOSI Ha CBOEM.

- Mer He 3acyXWBaeT, YTOOH! €€ OOBePraiu OMaCHOCTH. ECITH TH 3aTesi YTO-TO
IIPelOCyIUTEIbHOE, TO He JOJIKEH BOBJIEKATh ee B 9T0. [10iiMH, TaKo# Opak CaMBbIM Xy[AIIMM 00pa3oM
OTPa3uUTCs Ha ee KJIaHe, a CJIef0BaTeIbHO, Oy[eT MJI0X U [AJs Hee caMoi. EC/u TOJIBKO TH HE
TI02K€eJIaellh 0TKA3aThCsI OT CBOMX IIJIAHOB IIPH [IBOPE.

Anekcy He HPaBUJIOCh, YTO €r0 coOCTBeHHEIE 3a00Thl €My 03ByuuBaeT [xeimu. Ero yectsb
TpeboBasa, YTOOL OH CHEJIall ABe HeCOBMECTUMEIE Bellll: XKeHUJICS Ha Mer U cpaxXarcs ¢
HeCIIpaBeJInBOCTHI0 KOPOJIs Ha 0CTpoBe JIptouc. [Ipuitypus riasa, AjleKc C IOL03PEeHUEM U
OJHOBPEMEHHO C OIIACKOM CMOTPe Ha cBoero Bpara. Kasasmocsk, uTo [[KeliMu IOHUMaeT npobiemMy 1
IIBITAETCS HCIIOJIb30BaTh COBECTh AJleKca IMMPOTUB HETO caMoro. [[2KeiMu 3HAeT, YTO AJIEKC He CTaHET
nmogBepraTh Mer onacHocTu 63 He00X0IUMOCTH, 0COOEHHO KOTIa OHa BCe ellle MOXKeT yeXaTh
HeBpe#uMoi, He OyIy4u BOBIEYEHHON HU B YbU aBAHTIOPHI.

- ITocme Toro, 4To TH 30€Ch BUMEI, I CUMTAI0 CBOUM JIOJITOM XEHUTLCS Ha Hel, - OTBeTUJ Anekc. - i
He 0TKaxXyCh OT CBOEro npepnioxenud. [Iycte Mer pemaet cama.

Mer mymaeTt, 4To BIoOUIack B HETO. AJIeKC yKe [IOCTAaTOYHO 3Hal Mer. Eciii OH TOBEPUT el CBOH
TIJIaHbI, OHA IIPEBPATUT €r0 B repos U He OyIeT AyMaTh O I'PO3sIlel el TUYHO OMMaCHOCTHU. AJIEKCY
XOTEeJIOCh CKa3aTh el IIpaBay, I0BECUTh I'py3 pelneHus Ha Hee. C ¢pakTaMu B PyKaX OHA BCE PEIIUT
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nnst ce0st U coenaet BeiOOp. M Anekc OBITT yBEpPEH, YTO BLIOOP OYIET B €r0 MOJb3Y.

MokeT 1 OH KeHUThCS Ha Hel, 3Has, YTo IIogBEPraeT ee OIIaCHOCTH, KOI'la €CTh aHbTepHaTI/IBa?
BbesonacHas. EMy OQIOMCTHUYHO XO0TEJIOCh AePXKAThCA 3a HEE, BEOb OHA TEIIePh IIPUHAAJIeXKadlla eMY. Ho
AJekc 3Hal, YTO COBCEM €l He IIOOXOIMUT.

YepT 651 moOpan [IKeUMU U ero UANOTCKOE IPEI0KEeHNeE.

Anekcy npupeTcs IPOTHATh ee U He OCTaBUTh e IPYroro BkI0Opa, KpoMe Kak pa3opBaTh IOMOJIBKY.
Mer npugeTcs BepHYThCS K [IxkeriMu. Ecnu cymecTByeT criocob CIIacTH ee OT OMTAaCHOCTH U
IPeJOTBPATUTh OIKMOOYHOE pellleHNe BHIMTHU 3a Hero 3aMyK, AJIeKC HaliieT ero. M He BaxXHO, KaKOH
LIEHOM OH 3TOr'0 JOCTUTHET.

['maBa 17

Oxka3zanocs, Anekc Mor He 6eCIIOKOUTECSI 0 TOM, Kak yoenuts Mer pa3opBaTh UX IIOMOJBKY. Bce
pemmiock caMo co6oii. Y oueHb CKOpO.

Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO 4acoB Jiogu Anekca coOMparoTCs 3a TOPOICKUMY BOPOTAMU U HAIIPaBIIIIOTCS B
CTOPOHY OCTpOBa JIbIOUC.

Ho oH He MOr oCTaBUTb Mer, He PEIIB BOIPOC TeM UM HHBIM 00pa3oM. TOJIbKO YTO II03aBTPaKas,
Anekc Kak pa3 coOMpascs MOWTH MOCOBETOBAThCS C 6PATOM, KOTHa K HeMy IOHoInel MapKu3 XaHTIIH.

- Bu PaCCMOTpein Moe npennomeHI/Ie? - 3adall OH BOIIPOC.

Anekcy, npeObIBaBIIEMY B CBOMX MBICIISIX, IPHUIIIOCH HA CEKYHAY 3aAyMaThCs, YTOOLI BCIOMHUTB, O
yeM, COOCTBEHHO, peyb. [la, XaHT/IN X0Te HaHSTh ero Ha ciyxk0y. [IoCKOIbKy He00X0IUMOCTh
IIPUTBOPSTHCS UCUE3HET, KaK TOIBKO AJIEKC yelleT, OH yxkKe coOpasicsi BeKJIMBO OTKa3aTh MapKU3y.
Ho 60KOBBEIM 3peHMEM YBUIEN CTOSBIIYIO ¥ OABepeit Mer. OHa, BepOSTHO, OCTAHOBUIIACh 3[I€Ch, KOTTIa
yBH[eNa, C KeM pasroBapuBaeT Aniekc. OH IPUTBOPUIICS, YUTO HE BUIUT €e€.

Moar paboTasn o4eHb OBICTPO. ITO BO3MOXKHOCTh BCE PEIIUTE. AJIEKC II0OYYBCTBOBAJI OCTPHIN YKOII
coxKaJieHus 10 MOBOAY TOT0, YTO OH cobupascs caenaThk. brnarogaps XaHTaIu OH 3acTaBUT Mer
0TKa3aThCs OT CBOETO PelleHus. XaHTJIU HeBOJIbHO IPEOCTaBUI eMy OJIECTSIIYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTh
yoapuTh Mer Mo caMoMy 0OJIBHOMY MECTY.

- O@HY MUHYTY, - OTBETHJI AJIEKC, - YTO KOHKPETHO BHI ITpefaraere?

- He yBepeH, TOHpPABUTCS JI¥ BaM 3TO. & He MpaBOMOYeH 00CyXKIaTh JeTalu, HO MOTY CKa3aTh
Cclenyolee: BO3MOXKHO, TOTpebyeTcss 60POTHCS IPOTUB APYTUX TOPIIEB.

Anexc 6e3pa3nuyHO moxas miuedamMu. OH Teleph IPeKpPacHO MOHWMAJ, YTO XaHT/IX TOBOPHUT O
6oprbe Ha CTOPOHE KOJIOHUCTOB.

- Bo3moxkHO, maxke IpOTHUB Ballero Opara, - Ipeaynpenua XaHuTIu.
CrhplIXT N1 UX pa3roBop Mer? Anekc Ha BCAKHUU Clydail IIOBBICUII TOJIOC.

- Bbl, HaBepHOE, CIIBIIIAJIN, YTO MBI C OPaTOM I10-pa3HOMY CMOTPUM Ha MHOTHE BeIlld. 3a JOCTOMHOE
BO3HArpaxjeHue s MOT OBl COTTIaCUTHCS. - AJIEKC CITeMalbHO TIOMYEPKHYIT CJI0BO
«BO3HArpaxaeHue» W He TIOCMeJI TIa3 MOOHSITh Ha Mer, 4T0o0k yOemuThCs, CIIBILIIUT I OHA UX
PasroBop.
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- Bam XOPOIIO 3aIlJIaTAT, - OTBETHII XaHTnu. - Takue BOMHEBI, KaK Bbl, 0OUE€Hb BEICOKO IIEHSTCS B
3aAYMdHHOM HaMU [ejie.

- 9TO0 XOpOIIIO0, HO 5 MMEJI B BUAY He TONbKO BO3HArpaxaeHue. - Ajekc cuesnan may3y. «[Ipoctu MeHs,
Mer». - Ha gHSX g cTal BlagesbleM 3eMelb.

Arexc ycrnblllla IPUTTyIIeHHBIN 3BYK B3[0Xa. 3Ha4UT, Mer Bce crblliana. B rpynu Bce CKaocs,
KOT'la OH TIOHSJI, KaKkylo 60Jib OHa cefyac UCTHITHBaEeT. Ellle HUUero He uMes, AJIeKC yKe 3asBIISI O
CBOUX IIpaBax Ha ee 3eMIt0. Ho OH Bce [esas IIpaBUIIbHO, Kak Jy4ite ajs Mer. IMeHHO 3Ta MEICTIb
nofTaJIKKUBaa ero Bliepes, X0Ts KaXaoe IPOU3HOCUMOe UM CJI0BO GOJIBbI0 OT3HIBAIOCH B TPYIHY,
CJIOBHO Ty[la y2Ke BOTHa/IU JUPK II0 CaMyl0 PYKOSATKY.

- O! - He cuepxa youBjieHus XaHTIIHU.

- 'ocnozxka MakKMHHOH COTJIaCHJIaCh CTaTh MOeH XXeHou. MHe KaXKeTCs, BHl IIOHUMaeTe, Kakue
BO3MOXKHOCTH OTKPHIBAIOTCS II€PEI0 MHOM.

- Wtak, s1 oKa3ascs mpas, - YIbIOHY ICS XaHTIIU. - Y Bac ObIIM MJTaHBl HACYET 3TOM [EBYLIKH.
Anekc IpUHS TaKOM BU, CJIOBHO €ro TaiHa Obljla pa3rafaHa.
- OHa co06ta3HuUTeNbHA, - TOMYEPKHYJ OH.

- O, OHa OYeHb JTAKOMEIM KyCOYeK [IJIs TAKOTO YeCTOII00MBOI0 MyKUYKMHEI, KakK Bel. C HE0OX0mUMOM
TIOJIIEPKKOM BBl CMOTIH OB CTATh TJIABOM KJIaHa.

Anexc oMojyas rnepep TeM, Kak IPOU3HECTH CJI0BO, KOTOPOE PEILINUT ero Cyns0y U HanpaBut Mer
IPSIMUKOM B 00bsiTUS [[2Ketimu. OH BeCh HANPATCS, COMPOTUBIISAACH 9TOMY BeIOOpY. Ho eciu Ob
TOJIbKO OB APYyTOH ciocob yOepeys ee...

- Hapetoch Ha 3T0, - conran oH. Mer co0na3HuTeNbHA, HO IeJI0 cefyac He B 9TOM. Teneph OHa
HUKOITIa He BHIMIET 3a HEro 3aMyX, JyMasi, YTo OH cobpasics OTHAThL MecTo y ee Gpara, 4uTo,
co0a3Hss ee, JeWCTBOBAJ II0 pacyery.

- W 4TO XKe BHI XOTHTE B CBSI3M C STUMHU 00CTOSITEIbCTBAMMU?

- Ecniu couTeTe BO3MOKHBIM, KOTHa IIPUOET BPEeMsi, 3aMOJIBUTE CJIOBEYKO TIEepPef KOPOJIeM.
XaHTNIX 3aAyMYKUBO MOCMOTPEIT Ha AJleKca:

- $1 MOCMOTPIO, UTO MOXKHO CHeNIaTh. SHAYUT, MBI IOTOBOPUIIUCE?

YcnbimaB MATKOe Iypinanue 000K y gBepu, AIeKC 0CMeHIICs OPOCUTH B3TJISIT B TY CTOPOHY. Mer
ylIa.

- 4 momymaro Haf 3TUM. - AJIeKC BCTall.

XaHTU CllerkKa YOUBHUIICA, 9YTO €r0 IIPENIOKEeHUEe He ITPUHANA IIPAMO 30€Ch, HO KUBHYII AHGKCY Ha
IIpoIIaHKeE. Anexkc e, egBa IepecCTaBIIds HOTH, KaK YE€JIOBEK, KOTOPOro BEJYT Ha KAa3Hb. Hepen
OTBEE30M €My OCTAJIOCh COEJIAaTh TOJIBKO OOHO OEJIO: IIOTOBOPUTE C Mer. A TouHee, JaTh e
BO3MOZKHOCTB ITIOTOBOPUTH C HUM.

C HaCTymJIeHUeM HOBOTO JHS B roJioBe Y Mer HUYero He nposiciuiiock. OHa nro0una Anekca u Obina
y6exmIeHa, 4YTO OH TOT CaMBI MyXK4YKHA, KOTOPHIM IIOOo#aeT ee KnaHy. [laxe 3Has, 4YTO OH HE X0UeT
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JKeHUTHCS Ha Hell, OHa He MOorJjia Pa3049apoBaTh OTIAa 1 ITIOABECTHU KJIdH, PAa30PBaB ITOMOJIBKY TOJIBKO
M3-3a CBOeu ropgocCTH. CIUIIKOM MHOTO OBIJIO TIOCTABIEHO Ha KapTy.

Osna 3Hana, 4TO HPABUTCA AHeKCY. KoHey4HO, OH COTTaCUTCA... B UTOTE.

C aroii MBICTBIO Mer oTnpaBuiack B 00e[IleHHBIN 3aJl, HaflesiCh OThICKaTh TaM Ajiekca. Jlydiie Okl OHa
He JeJiajia 3Toro.

Eii mokazanoch CTPAaHHBIM, 49TO Amnekc BHOBb pa3roBapuBaeT C MapKnu30M Xantnu. He xenas
IIPEPLIBATE UX PA3T0OBOP, OHA OCTAHOBHUJIACH Y nBepeﬁ, YTOORI IIOA0ZXKOAaTh, KOI'Ja OHH 3aKOHYaAT.

OHa XOpOIII0 CITHIIIAJIA WX I'0JI0Ca, CJIOBHO PA3roBOP MpegHa3Hayvacs s ee yiei. Mer Ovlta
nopaxkeHa MpeIokeHrneM, KOTopoe caenasn XaHTnu Anekcy, Ho ele 60blie ee MIOKUPOBal OTBET
Anekca. [TomxHO OBITh, OHA YTO-TO He TaK IOHsJA. AJIeKC He CTaHeT O0POThCS TPOTUB TOPIIEB,
mpoTuB coOCTBeHHOr0 OpaTa. Kak MoxkH0? CaMa upgest Obljla OTBPATUTENIbHOMW. Mer Morja
paccMaTpuBaTh IPOGIEMBI TOPIIEB YHUCTO MMPAarMaTHYeCKy, HO OHA HUKOTHAa HE CMUPHUTCS C TEM,
yTOOBI IIOOHSTH MEY ITPOTHUB 3€MJITKOB. Mer yKe He B IIEPBHIN Pa3 CTaBUIa 0] COMHEHNE BEPHOCTh
Anekca ¥ UCIIOMHHJIA, KaK HalllJla €T0 3a UTPOM B KApPTHI C JIIOAMH KOPOJIS Cpa3y e I0CyIe ero
IPUOBITUS KO [IBOPY.

YTo OHA Ha caMOM [eJie 3Hasa 0 ero gesTenbHoCcTH? OHa IPUITHCHIBAJIA BEICOKHE IIeNTH er0 YYaCTHUIO B
6oprb6e Ha cTopoHe MakrperopoB. Ho eciu 9T0 He Tak? Cepille TPEBOXKHO 3aKOJIOTHIIOCH B TPYOH.

OT TOro, YTO OHA YCJIBIIIATIA B CIEAYIOIIYI0 MUHYTY, Y Mer mepexBaTuiio JbIXaHue.
- Ha mHSIX 51 cTas BiIafie/IblieM 3eMeJIb.

9T0 He OBIJIO TOX0XKe Ha AsleKca. OTOT KOPLICTOJIIOOMBEIN HE3HAKOMEIl He MOT ObITh AJIEKCOM. ITO
KaKasg-To ommbka. Ho y Hero Takasi e 30JI0THUCTas TOJI0Ba, T K€ MYXKeCTBEeHHbIE, KpaCUBble YEPTHI
JIMIIa, TOT 2Ke YYBCTBEHHHIN POT, KOTOPBIM TaK CTPACTHO 1IeJI0Bajl €€ BUepa BeuepoM. Mer oxBaTuia
MIaHWKaA.

- Bl moHMMaeTe, KakKe BO3MOXKHOCTH OTKPBIBAIOTCS TIEPeq0 MHOM, - CKa3asl fajbline Anekc. A Mer
IIPeBpPATUIacCh B «JTaKOMBIN KYCOUEK».

- ... BBl cMOTJI OBI CTATh TJIaBOM KJIaHa, - MPO3BYYaId CJI0Ba XaHTIH.
UM oTBeT, KOTOPHIM 3aHell ee J0 TIyOUHB TYIIIN:
- UMeHHO Tak.

Hert! Mer HakIOHWIACH Bepen, 00XBaTUB PyKaMU TaJIuio, CJIOBHO NOJIy4uia yaap B kuBoT. OHa He
X0Tesa BepuTh 3ToMy. Y HuKora OBl He MOBEpHIIa, eciu OBl He CHIBIIIaia BCE CBOUMHU YIIAMHU.

Bo3MoxkHO, ATIeKC He XOTell XKeHUTLCS Ha Hel, HO 9TO He OCTAHOBUIIO €T0, ¥ OH PeLIIT U3BJIeYb
BBITOMIY U3 CIIOXKUBIIEHCS cuTyauuu. OH cobpacs moayduTh MecTo ee 6paTa. I camMmoe MpOTHUBHOE,
YTO OH, HECOMHEHHO, CTaJl OBl OTIMYHBIM TJ1aBOM KilaHa. Ho TobKO He TakuM crioco6om. Cobna3HuB
ee ¥ CBEpPrHYB ee Opara.

[Tomo6HO FO9HY MakKKMHHOHY, KOTOPHIHA TaK XKECTOKO Pa3pyIIHII ee JeBUUECKHe MeUTHl, AJIeKC
IIPOCTO CTaJl ellle OMHUM MYXKUMHOH, KOTOPBIN XOTeJ KCIIOIh30BaTh €€ Paau CBOUX IIeJIeH.

Kak on mor? Ilocne Bcero, uTo y HuxX Ob710? B ero 00baTHAX Mer moyyBcTBOBaja cebs mobuMon u
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xKenmanHou. OH 100U ee C TAaKOM HEXKHOM 3a00Toi. HeyxKenu 3T0 OB CIIEKTAKITb?
Osna gymarna...

Tuxuit KpUK 3acTpsn B ropie. ['ocronu, Kakas oHa riymnas. Crenas, umiyias 1o0Bu riaymbiika. OHa
IyMaja, YTO HPABUTCS EMY.

Omna ommbanack. Ourb6anack Bo BceM. MeTr MoBepHIach He TOMY YeI0BeKY. BomHoBamach, 4To OH
IIOJCTPEKAeT K BOHHE, He NMeeT HeoOX0MUMOM TOIUTHYECKOH IIPOHHUIATEeIbHOCTH, YTOOR BECTH
TIEPETOBOPHI C JIIOObMY KOpoJis. Ho OH 0Ka3aJiCs MOCTAaTOYHO XUTPEIM, IIPaBMia, He B TOM CMEICTIE, B
KAaKOM 3TO Hafo Ovl10 Mer.

OH nopen Mer.

Her, aTo HenpaBunbHO. OHa caMa ce6s monBena. Eil HeKOTO BUHUATH B 9TOM, KpoMe ce0s1. OHa
IOTepsiia HEBUHHOCTh, Y HEe He 0CTAJIOCh HaoeXKIbl Ha Mya, YTOOH! 3aiuTuTh [JaHkuH. OHa He
BBITIOJIHKJIA [TOCTABJIEHHYIO Ilepey] Hel 3aavy ¥ HUKOTa He IPOCTUT cebe aToro. OHa moABesa OTla,
KOTOPHIM MOBEPUII el TaKoe BaxHOe feso. YTo Teneps OymeT ¢ 6patom? C ee kiaHoM? Kak oHa mMornia
IIOCTYIIUTh TaK 3TOUCTUYHO?

«Thl y MeHs1 ymHUIa, Merru. He 3Hato, uTo Obl 51 gemnan 6e3 Tebsi». ['onoc oTila 3By4arn B ee yiax, u
cepale CXKUMaJock oT 601K, YMHast, HO BCce-TaKM ypa.

Ee oOmanynmu. Mer moHuMarna, 4To JyMaeT CEepAlleM, a He TOI0BOM, HO He MOTJIa OCTAHOBUTHCS.
Cynn0a mmopaBaia e 3HaKy, HO OHa MPEe[oysia He 3aMevaTh UX, TIOTOMY YTO OYEHb XOTella, YUTOOR!
Anekc oka3aJjicst HyKHBIM el 4eJToBeKOM. Ee, Kak U THICAYM OPYTUX XKEHIIUH 00 Hee, BBEJIO B
3a0/IyxKaeHne KpacuBoe Nuio. Temeps oHa OymeT CTpafaTh OT pa304YapoBaHUs U OT TOTO, YTO
mofiBesia TI0OUMEIX eto omel. Pagy mo0BY OHa PUCKOBasia BCeM M IIPOUTpaa.

HaBepHoe, Teneps 3TO He JOJIKHO OBIJIO BBI3BIBAThH TaKyI0 007b? IT0CTOSTHHOE XKXKEHUe B TPYOH,
X0JI07, CKoBaBIMii cepaue. OHa yXKe IepexuBalla pa3odyapoBaHue, Tellephb NOXKHO OHBITh Jlerde, Beb
BCe 3TO yXKe OBIJIO.

Ho oHa oka3aiack He rOTOBa K TOK 00JIM, KOTOPasi CAaBujIa ei Cephlle Mmocie IpeJaTelbcTBa Alekca.
Hapmo meimrath. Mer X0Tenoch MPOBATUTHCS CKBO3b 3eMJTI0. 3aKPHITh TOJIOBY PYKaMU U IaTh BOJIIO
cne3aM, TECHUBIIKMCS B rpyau. Ho oHa Hatla B cebe CHUJIBI OCTAThCS CTOSTh, IOTOMY YTO 3Hasa, YTO
IOJIZKHA CHeaTh.

C HampsXeHHOM CIUHOM, YIeNUBIIKNCH PyKaMHU B XOJIOOHLIN IIEJIK 1000K, OHa BHIIIJIA U3 00eIeHHOTO
3asa. Mer omgymuiana ce0sl TaKOM XPYNKOM, CJIOBHO MOTJIa PaCChIaThCS Ha THICAYU KYyCOUYKOB OT
MaJieinero mpukocHoBeHus. OHa mymara, Kyaa el Jydlie MONTH: BePHYTHCS K cebe WU 3aiTH B
KOMHaTy AJekca, 4ToOBl 00K OaTh ero TaM. Ho oHa TOYHO 3HaJa, YTO CHOelaTh 9TO HAMo ceiyac,
HHa4ye OHa He CMOXKET CHejaTh 9TO HUKOI[a. Mer BoIIa B HeOOJIBIIOH X0JIJI HelaJlIeKo OT
obemeHHOro 3ana. MM moTpebyeTcsi HEKOTOpoe yeouHeHue, HO, C APYTroil CTOPOHHI, 00IIEeNOCTyITHOCTh
3TOTO IIOMEIEHNS ITIOMOXKET el lepXkKaTh cebs B pyKax.

Mer cTos1a y OTPOMHOT0 KaMiHa ¥ OT BOJTHEHUS He MOTJia flaxe npucectb. OTciofla OHa MOrJja
BUIETH ITOTOK JIIOMIeH, BEIXOOSNIUX U3 00eIeHHOTr0 3aja. Efl He MPUIIIOCh JOJIT0 XK AaTh.

- Munopg, - OKJIMKHYJIa OHa AjieKca, Korfa OH IIPOXOANUII MUMO OTKPHITOX OBEPH.

OH IIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, YCIIBIIIAB e€e rojioc. VX B3rIsaAbl BCTPETHIUCh, U YKe IPUTYIIUBILASICS K 3TOMY
BpeMeHU OylieBHas 00Jib BHOBb Pe3K0 HaloMHua o cebe, mepexBaTuB fbixanue Mer. Kak Takas
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OaropogHast BHEIIHOCTh MOTJIa CKPEIBAaTh HU3KOE IpefaTeNlbcTBO? Temneps, KOTra MacKa CIepHyTa,
OHa MoJKHa Obl/Ta Pa3risgeTh B HEM KOPHICTh. Ho OHa Buaena nepeq co60# TOTBKO MyKYKHY,
KOTOPHIM 3aHUMAJICS C Hel J1000BbI0 M CMOTPEII Ha Hee Tak, CJIOBHO OHa Obla [IJIsT Her0 CaMou
IIPEeKPACHOM ¥ BaXKHOM XKEHITHHOM B Mupe. Ee 601b OblzIa HACTOJILKO CUIBHOM, YTO Mer IT0Ka3aaoch,
Anekc moskeH ObLIT IOYYBCTBOBATS €e€.

- Mer, - Anekc crenaa HeCKOJIBKO 11ar0B HaBCTPeYy, - YTO ThHI 34€Ch AeJlaells?

Mer enBa coepxkuBaia cebs. B rpynu 3peso Takoe oTYasiHUe, YTO OHO I'PO3UJIO BEIIITIECHYTHCS
Hapyxy. HeT, oH HUKOT[]a He y3HaeT, Kak 00JIbHO PAHUJIO ee ero IpenaTenbcTB0. OHa HUKOITA He
pacckaxet emy o0 FO3He.

Mer nopHsta 1og00POOK ¥ TOCMOTPeIa eMy IIPSMO B rjasa.

- fI xoTena moroBopuTh ¢ ToOOM. - OHA IMOOXKAasa, II0Ka OH momonaeT 6muxe. - TBos OaropogHast
JKepTBa He OHa#moOuTcs, Anekc. - ['ooc 3By4an pe3Ko, COBCEM He IT0X0xKe Ha ronoc Mer.

- { He moHMMaI0, - OTBETUJI AJIEKC, YJIOBUB CapKa3M B €e CJI0OBax.

- Heyxenu? - Mer youBJIeHHO BHITHYIA OpOBb. - Buguiis 111, s nepepymaia. Buepa BeuepoM s
CIUIIKOM OBICTPO OTBETHIIA Ha TBOE IpefioxkeHre. Mol OTBET «HeT». f He BHIY 3a TeOs 3aMyXK, -
ellle TBepKe IOBTOPUIIA OHA.

Ecnu oHa u youBuUIa ero CBOMM 0TKa30M, TO AJieKC He ImoKa3aJs 3Toro. Ho aTo 6vi Arnekc,
HenpoOuBaeMas TpaHUTHAs cTeHa. BouH. YenoBeK, KOTOPOMY He HYKE€H HUKTO, @ OHa - MEHbIIIe
BCEro.

[TpOH3UTENbHBIN B3TJIA[ FOIYyObIX T'Jla3 IPOoXKUran Mer HaCKBO3b.

- Mory s cripocuth mouemMy? Thl, BO3MOKHO, IIOMMEIh MO€ JII00OTBITCTBO II0CTIe BUEPAIIIHETO BeYepa.
Y Mer BCHOBIXHYJIU IIEKU.

- 4 pemuna, 4TO MBI HE IOJOKAEM OPYT APYTY.

Ariekc cCMOTpesn Ha Hee, CJIOBHO OXKHAall, YTO OHa CKaxKeT 4TO-TO ellle.

- Tel He mepegyMaelib? - CIPOCUI OH HaKOHeTI.

Mer xoTenock, 4To0Ol AJIeKC ITOCIIOPUII C Hel, CKa3aJll, YTO OHa He IipaBa. [IpuBes ell Bce JOBOIH,
II04YeMy OHU [OJIKHBI T0KeHUThCSA. CKa3an Obl, 4TO M100UT ee. B rpynu Bce cxkanock. Ho oH npuHsn
ee pellleHure C pa3pHBalIIUM Cep/ille CTOULA3MOM.

- Her, - mokay4asa ronoBo# Mer, cTapasiCh CKPHITh 3MOIIMH, OT KOTOPHIX ApOKas roioc. Caesst
TIOACTYTIMIIU K TOPITy, OHa 0OOJIbllle He MOTJIa COepXKUBaTh CeO0sl.

Arnekc, CII0BHO IIOYYBCTBOBAB 3TO, IIOIIEJ K IBEPH. On OTJIAHYJICA OOWH Pa3, Ha CEKYHOY yAepZXKaB ee
B3IJIsI. Mer Ha MTHOBEHUE 110Ka3aJioCh, YTO B €r0 B3TJIAAe OHa yBUpgela CoXaJlIeHHue.

- o ceupganus, Mer. ... - Anekc ocTaHoBuUiICS. - [0 CBUmaHMI.
OH y1u1en, ocTaBUB MeT ONyCTOIIEHHOW U OOUHOKOM. Tak IJI0X0 el ellle HUKOTA B XKU3HU He OBINIO.

[Tapapmokc. BpemeHnamu 3a0aBHbIM, BpeMeHaMu ropbKuii. Celiyac AjieKC 4yBCTBOBAJ ropedb. TOBKO
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OTTOJIKHYB OT ce0st Mer, OH MOHSIJI, HACKOJIbKO CHJIBHO JII0OUT ee. B To MTHOBEHME, KOTa OH
Pas3pyIInII BCe IAHCH Ha Oymylee ¢ HeM, OH HAKOHEIl a1 Ha3BaHKe YyBCTBAM, KOTOPHIE TaK JOJITO
ObLTM eMy He3HaKOMEL. K coxkalieHuio, IOHUMaHue IIpaBIbl CTOMJIO eMy pa30uToro cepmama Mer.

Ha ee nuie, Korga on YXOOHUJI, OTPA3UIKNCE YsA3BJIEHHAS T'OPOOCTh U CHJI4, BCerga IIPUBJIEKABIIXE €T0.
Ero coOcTBeHHEIE YyBCTBa CTAJIX MOHATHEL AneKcy, KOTa BCe 3TH SMOIIMM Ha Jtuiie Mer OTPA3UJINCH
B €ro ayIiie B MHOTOKPATHO YCHUJIEHHOM BapHUAHTE.

Mer cMoTpesia Ha Hero BO BCe T'J1a3a, Ha JIUIe OTpazKaauch AyIleBHas 00J1b 1 MOT4asIuBas Mojb0a
O00BSICHUTD TO, UTO OOBSICHUTE OBII0 HEBO3MOXKHO. Kakas 3To Oblyia MyKa Ojisi AjleKca - He 3aMedaTh
3TOU MOJNILOBI ¥ HE YTEUIUTh MeT.

Ero cnoBa pa30unu cephile AeBYIIKU. AlleKC 3HaJl, KaK TIIaTeIbHO OHA CKpPhIBajia CBOM 9MOIIUH,
npsiTalia X 3a BHEIIHUM Oyaropa3yMmueM. Mer mo3Bosuia cebe OTKPHITHCS Mepef] HUM, JOBEPHUIIACh
eMy, TI0Jjapuiia CBOI0 HeBUHHOCTE, a OH B OTBET PACTOITAJl el cepalle.

Anekc HAKOTTA He AyMaJl IpUYUHUTE el 0071k, [leyanb U OMyCTOIIEHHOCTD, 3aCTHIBIINE Ha JiKlle Mer
B MOMEHT €Tr0 yX0fa, TSIKKUM I'DY30M JIeTJIX Ha ero IJIeYd, U TOJIbKO HEUMOBEPHOEe YCUJINE BOJIU
IIOMOTJIO €My YCTOSITh ¥ He IIONOUTU K Heu.

[TycTh moHMMaHUe JTI00BY IPHUIIJIO K HEMY BHE3aITHO, HO AJIeKC 3HaJI, YTO ero 4yBcTBa K Mer
BO3HUKIIA JABHO, BO3MOXKHO, JaXke B MOMEHT MX IIePBOM BCTpeur. Temepsb y HET'O MOSBUIICS IIAHC
UCIIHITATh IIyOuHY mepBoro BiedeHusi. OH 000Kaj 3Ty CTPAaHHYI0 KOMOWHAIIUIO CEPbe3HOCTH U
HAUBHOCTH B HEW, NEJIOBUTOCTH U IIPAKTUYHOCTH, €6 OCTPOYMHE, I0MOP, IPENaHHOCTb APY3bIM U
ceMbe. Ecnmu yecTHO, oH 0003KaJjl B HEeH Bce.

Anexc BmoOuics B Mer MakKMHHOH ¥ HUYETO He MOT IOofie/iaTh C 9TUM. Ero BHe3ammHoe Ipo3peHne
HU4Yero He MeHs10. OH oTmpaBuTcs Ha JIbiouc, 6ymeT 60poThCS MPOTUB KOJIOHUCTOB. M mogBepruer
€e OIMaCHOCTH, eCJIA TIOCBSITUT B CBOU IIJIAHEL.

Bce-Taku nyuine e octaThCs € [[KeuMH.

Haxe ecnu Anekcy Kak-To yHacTCsl yTeIIUTh ee, KaXXJ0T0 U3 HUX XK[eT CBoe COOCTBEHHOe Oymylee.
OTnycTuTh €ee, IOCTaBUTh €€ CYaCThe IIPEBHIIIE BCETO OCTAJIBHOTO - 9TO CaMBI CaMOOTBEPXKEHHBIN
IIOCTYIIOK, KOTOPHBIN AJleKC Korfa-nu0o coBepIall.

OH mI00HUT ee, U 0Ha, BO3MOXKHO, Toxe JIo0uT ero. Ho aToro HegoctaTouno. Ecnu Obl 0HM OBLIM OMHU
B 9TOM MUPE U UM He Hafo ObIJI0 JyMaTh HU 0 KOM ApyroM, AjieKc OThICKan Ob Mer mpsiMo ceidac u
yMOJIsisI OBl €e TPOCTHUTH ero J10XKb. Y kiisisics Ob1 B 6e3rpaHUYHOM JTI00BH, ITPOTIAaA OHO BCE Ha CBETeE.

Ho y Kaxmoro ObIIM JIIOOM, KOTOPHIE PACCYUTHIBAIM Ha HUX, 3aBUCENIH OT HUX. [ToaToMy Anekc
[OJIKEH II03BOJIUTh €Y HaUTU CBOE MECTO B 3TOM Mupe. A ero MecTo - Ha JIptouce. OH B3[OXHYII U
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, Kak 00JIE3HEHHO CXKaJIoCh cepplle B rpynu. OH HUKOTa He AyMaJl, 4YTO eMy IIPUAETCS
cracaTh CBOIO IIOTEPSHHYIO IYIIY.

CrycTsl HECKOJIBKO YacoB, KOTHa Clie3Hl y Mer UCCIKIu, TUXUM CTYK B OBEPD IIpepBal ee
pa3mbinierus. OHa y3Hana ronoc [xxeuMu.

- Mer, s 3HaI0, YTO THI 3[E€Ch. f MOJIXKEH IIOTOBOPHUTH C TOOOM.

E#i coBCceM He X0TeI0Ch BUIETh €T0, HO OHA JOJIKHa Obla 00BbsSICHUTBCS C HUM. [IpaBaa, moKa He
3HaJIa, KaK 9TO COejaTh. Mer BCTala, paclpaBuia I00KH, TOIPABKIIa BOJIOCH, 3HAs, YTO HUYETO He
CMOXKET Cie/laTh CO CBOMM 3allJTaKaHHBIM JIUI[OM, ¥ MEe[IJIEHHO OTKPHIIa OBEPb.
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- I>xe¥imMu, - ee TOJIOC OBIIT eBa CJIBIIIEH, - 4 YOUBJIEHA, 9YTO ThI 30EChH, — B3TJIAO YIIEPCA B II0JI, -
IIoCJie BYepalIHero Beyepa.

- Mer, MBI Befib OPY3bsi, ¥ HUYTO HE CMOKET U3MEHUTH 9T0. MOXKHO, 5T BOUTY?
Mer kKuBHYIa, PafysiCh, YTO OH HUUETO HE CKa3aJl 10 ITOBOMY €€ BHEUTHETO BUMA.
- Tonpko, 6010CH, 1 celuac He caMas HOAXOOIas KOMIIaHUSI.

- 41 611 He cTas 6ecroKOUTh Tebs Mo MyCcTSKaM. - [[;KeiMu BOIlIe] B KOMHATY U 3aKphLI 3a co00M
IIBEDE.

Mer cHOBa KMBHYJIa ¥ IPOBOAMIIA €T0 B IIPUJIETAIONyI0 rocTuHY0. OORYHO IpeOrBaHKe B 9TOU
KOMHaTe BCerfa JOCTaBIIAIO €U YOOBOJIbCTBYE. MeanbHbIM NOPSANOK [elCTBOBAJ YCIIOKAUBaIOIIIE.
Mer nocMmoTpena Ha nonku ¢ Kauramu: CeHeka, [llexcnup, Codoki, CueHncep. Bce KHUTH CTOSIN 10
andaBuTy U CTPOro Ha ogHOU nuHUM. Ho B 9TOT pa3 Mer He yyBcTBOBaja Hu4Yero. [Iyctora. Bepaercs
JIM K Hel Korga-Hubynb CI0COOHOCThH UyBCTBOBATH?

Ha He6obIIIOM CTONIMKE B IIEHTPE KOMHATH KpacoBajach Ba3a ¢ OeIbIMKU pO3aMH, ITepel KOTOPOH Ha
PABHOM PACCTOSTHUM OPYT OT ApYyTa CTOSITIA ABE YKpaIlleHHBIe 9MaJjIblo KOpoOouku. Mer yKasania
IIxe¥iMH Ha MECTO IIepef] OKHOM, a caMa IIPHceJia C HUM PSIOM Ha HeOOJIbIIoN CKaMeeydkKe.,

[xeliMu B35 ee 3a PYKy, Y4eM HeCKa3aHHO ynuBuiI Mer. CMyTHBLINCH, OHA OIyCTHJIA TIa3a.
- 4 momXeH U3BMHUTHCS 3a BUepallHee, - Havas [[KeiMu.

- O yeM THI TOBOPHIIL? - Mer B3OPOTHYya. - ECIM KTO U [OMTKEH U3BUHSITHLCS, 3TO 5. YyBCTBYIO Cebs
y2KaCHO.

[I>xeliMM ITOKayvaJl TOJI0BOM, He COoTJIallasich C Heu.

- ITo3BoIE MHE 00BSICHUTH, MTOKANyiicTa. 9 He UMeJ MpaBa BPEIBATHCS B KOMHATY AnleKca, XOTs OBl
paccepKeH U BOJIHOBACS 3a Te0si. 1 1 0ueHb coxkaielo, 4To GOpCUpoOBai COOBITHS, KOTOPhIE
HafesyICs TPENOTBPATHTb.

Ot ero I[O6pOTI>I Mer cTasno TOILKO XyXe. Osna Tax 1maoxo IIOCTyIInJIa C HUM, 4 OH HE 6pOCI/IJ'I ee,
0CTaBaJICA OPYIrOM.

- [I>xeliMH, MHE O4€eHb JKallb...

OH cxkar ee PyKy, He JaBas BO3MOXKHOCTH IPOLOJIXKUTE.

- To1 OBl OKa3asna MHe OOJIBIIYI0 YeCTh, eCNIX OBl COrlacuiach CTaTh MOeH XKeHOMU.
Mer OT yOuBIIE€HUS OTKPHLIa POT.

- ThI, HOMKHO OBIThH, IITYTHIIL?

[>KeMu pacCepOuiii ee CloBa.

- 41 abcomoTHO cepbe3eH. M HUKOTa He CTaHy IIYTUTh O TaKWX BaXKHBIX Bellax.

- Ho, H}KeﬁMI/I, - HEJOBEPUYHUBO Ha4dlla Mer, - mocie BCero, 4TO Thl BUOET, BPAL JIX ThI 3aX0Y€EIlb
B34Tb MEHA B 2KE€HHEI.
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- To wymecHast geByuIka, Mer. Y Hac o0IIre UHTEPECH, MBI ODUHAKOBO JyMaeM. - [[KeinMu
yNBIOHYICS. - MBI - XOpoIllasi mapa, Halm ceMbu O6yayT pagsl aToMy Opaky. M Anekc Maknayn HUKaK
He CMOXKET U3MEHUTBH 3TO.

Mer He Morya moBepuTh. OHa maXke ¥ OyMaTh He CMeJla, YTo [[KelMu MMO-IIPeKHEeMY X0UeT JKeHUThCS
Ha He#. OH mpeqyIaras ei BO3MOXKHOCTb CIIaCTH YeCTh. Mer IIOCMOTpesia eMy B Ijia3a.

- Tsl MeHS TI00UIIL? - TUXO CIIPOCHUIIA OHA.
- KoneuHo, mo06mio. 4 mo6mio Tebs Tak X&Ke, KaK CBOIO CECTPY...

- BoT B aTOM BCe mero, - nepebumna ero Mer, ynei0asice. - Pa3Be TH He moHUMaelb? 4 Tebe He
cectpa. Tel BIIOOJIEH B MEHS?

Y [IxeiimMu MMOKpaCHENHU IIEKH.
- Hy KoHeuHO, B1100JIeH, XOTS UTO 3TO CJIOBO O3HAYaeT?
- Ecnu TH cripamvBaels, 3Ha4UT, He BIIOOJIEH.

- Mer, HO moueMy 3TO Tak BaxkHO? - OH IIPOBEJI PYKOX 110 CBOMM BOJIoCcaM. - Bce CKiafbiBaeTCs Tak,
YTO MBI NOJIKHEI TOXKEHUTHCS, YIUTHBasg 00513aTelbCTBa. Y Te0S eCTh 0013aTeNbCTBO Nepers 0TLOM, —
Mer B3mpOTHYNa, - BEIUTH 3aMyXK. TBoeMy KiaHy HyXHa CBA3b ¢ KemnOemnnaMu. f Mory momMo4b
Veny, MOTy 3aIMTUTh TBOH KiIaH. 9 X049y, 4TOOH y Te6s 6LUT BEIGOD. TeGe He HyXKHO BEIXOAMTS 3a
Anekca Makrayna. OH He TakKO¥, KaK TH fyMaelllb.

Hert, He Takou.

- {1l He BBIXOXKY 3aMyX 3a Anekca.

- Ho g gymar... - omenomMieHHO Havdan [xKeuMu.

- 41 u3MeHuIa CBOE peEIIeHueE.

- Xopo110, BEIXOAU 3aMyX 3a MEHS.

- TebGe He Haflo XKepPTBOBaThL C060M, [IxKeiiMu, 1 HU B ueM Tebs He BuHIO. CaMa 3Haja, YTO Jefalo.
- IToBeps, Mer, UTO XKEHUTHLCS Ha Tebe - HUKaKas He XKepTBa C MOEN CTOPOHHI.

- He cepauce, s He xoTena Tebs o0unets. Th xopowui apyr, [KeiMu, U, HaBEPHOE, CYUTAEITh MEHS
yXKacHO HebGnarogapHou... [IpocuTh MeHS BEIUTH 3aMyXK II0CJIE BCETO, YTO TH yBUE... He Kaxkabi
MyXK4WHa [IOUJET Ha 3TO.

- Celiuac HeIOAXOsIIee BpeMsi CPaBHUBATh MEHS C OPYTUMU MyKUYMHAMU. - [[2KeWUMU HaKJIOHUIICS U
HEeXKHO II0I[eJT0BaJl ee B MaKyIIKy. - He perait cpa3y. f yBepeH, korga y Te0st OyneT BpeMst 06mymMaTh
MoOe TIPe[II0KeHNe, TH IOWMEIllb, YTO 3TO - JIy4liee pemeHue. - [[KeiMu MOJHSI ee Tog00POMIOK,
yTOOBI ITOCMOTPETH IPSIMO B I'/1a3a. - A mo0imio Tebst, He coMHeBalcst. M chemnaro Te0s CYacTIUBOM.

Y Mer 3a6mectenu rna3a ot 6;u3kux cie3. OHa KWBHYIA, CJIOBHO yXKe MPUHSTIA pelleHue.

- Tel HACTOAIMY ApyT. ¢ monXKHa Bo3BpallaThCcsd B [JlaHKKMH. Bo3M0XkHO, Ha CKae BCe CTaHET HaMHOT' 0
siCHee.
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-Boru X0opo1io. HO]"OBOpI/I 00 aToM c oTtuoM. Korma ThI yenenib OTCIo[1a U BCe O6JIYMB€H.IB, TO
IIOMMEIIIb, YTO BCE CKJIQBIBAETCS COBCEM HEIINIOXO.

Mer nonuMana, o ueM ropoput [xeimu. Eif Hamo OBIIO yexaTh mofablile oT Anekca Maknayma.

YacTs I
['naBa 18
IlaHkuH, ocmpoe Ckali, ceHmsabpwv 1605 200a

Tpex Hememnb, 04eBUAHO, OBITIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOKI BIFOOHUTHCS, HO 9TOT0 BPpeMeHU ObIJI0 Majio, YTOOB!
3a0BITh. ITY MMEeYaNbHYIO HCTUHY Mer Kaxkpmoe yTpo BOuBasa cebe B IOJIOBY, HAaflesiCh, YTO UMEHHO B
3TOT [IeHb OHa 3a0ymeT Anekca, IPOAOJIKUT XKUTh U IlepecTaHeT AyMaTh 00 duuHbypre.

Mer B3poxuysna. Tpu Hemenu, Tpu rofa, He UMeeT 3HaueHus. OHa BCce paBHO OyfeT MOMHUTH. Bce.
Kaxnmyio nogpoOHOCTh 3TUX HECKOJILKUX OParolleHHHIX Hellellb, KOTOphle BCIILIXUBAJIM B €€ CO3HAHUU
TaK SPKO, CJIOBHO 3TO ObIJI0 Buepa. Cuiny Anekca, ¥ ero ClIoCOOHOCTh IOAUUHSATL APYTHUX CBOEU BOJIE.
BupHO, 3TO0 3a7102K€HO0 B HEM OT nIpuponsl. OH 3aX0NUII B ee KOMHATY, U BCE APYTHe JIIO[U CPa3y
CTQHOBUJIUCH B HEU JUITHUMU. A HEBO3MYTUMOCTh U caM000lafiaHre, KOTOPhIE OH MPOSIB/ISAT B
MOMEHTH pa3fpaxutenbHocTu! Kak 6e3omacHo oHa 4yBCcTBOBaia ceds psagoM ¢ HuM! Ho Gornblie
BCET'0 OHa IIOMHHUJIA OOBSATUS €T0 CUIIBHEIX PYK, TEIJIO ero KOXKHU, ero MOIeIyu U IIPOH3UTEIbHbIH
BOCTOPT CIUSHUS [BYX TeJl.

Mer ctapanack 3a0bITh. OHa IpegIpUHUMalia repondeckre YCUITUS U3THATh eT0 U3 CBOMX MBICIIEH,
BBI3BIBAsi B CBOEM BOOOpaKeHWU UX IOCIIeIHIOI BCTpeYy, Korga oH pa30uil ee cepfilie U TaK IIPOCTO
yuresni. Ho HU4TO He IIOMOrajo CTepeTh BOCIIOMUHAaHMS JII00BU U cTpacTu. OHa Mo-pexXHeMy JTobuia
ero TakKMM, KaKUM IIPeJCTaBIsiIa cebe, Jaxe eCIM TAaKOT0 YeJIoBeKa HUKOIla He CYIIeCcTBOBAJIO Ha
camoM pere. [ToTpsiceHre IIOHEeMHOTY ITPOXOAKIIO0, HO 007k ocTaBaiach. M oHa OymeT IOCTOSIHHO
HAIIOMUHATE i 0 COBEPIIeHHOM oIunbKe.

- Uto THI 30ecCh menaelns? OnATh yeOUuHUIace, poporas? - I'onoc Po3anuHp BeiBen Mer u3
3alyMYUBOCTH.

OHa o0GepHYyIach, BCTPETUB 00€CIIOKOEHHEBIN B3TJISI MAaTEPH.

- Hacmaxmpatoch BUmoM. 30ech Tak Tuxo. 1 060Kaio 3Ty 4acTh CTapoy OairHu. MHe HPaBUTCS
Ha0monaTh, KakK 0onbiue rpebHbIe IONKY IIEpEeCeKaloT Y3KUU ITPOJIUB.

- Y mopgcuuThIBaTh €XKeOHEBHBIE HpI/IGI:IHI/I, )Ia?

Mer yneiOHynack. COTHU JIET, C TeX IMOP KaK MPedIpUUMYKBLIM IPEeIOK HATSIHYII 3eCh TSIXKEIy0
11enb, MakKKMHHOHEI COOMPAaK JaHb C JIOMOK, IPOXOASIINX Yepe3 Y3KUil MPOJIUB, KOTOPHIHM OTAEIIS
Cxkaii oT rimaBHOT0 OcTpoBa. OHa [0JIKHa MOACUYUTHBATE TPUOLIIL, OYOET MOACYUTHIBATh TPUOLLID,
€CJIM CMOXKET COCPENOTOUUTHCS Ha YeM-TO, KpOME...

Mer nmokauasia rojI0BOM, OTTOHSAS MEIC/IU 00 AJekce.
- Het, MaMa, He ceromHs.

- ITpubnuxkaetcs MuxansioB feHb, ¥ 5 JyMaa, Thl OyIelrb COBEIaThCs C OTIOM. - Po3anuHp
TIOJIOIIJIA K CTYJIy, Ha KOTOPOM cujena Mer. M3sIHble MaIbYUKN KOCHYIUCH Mogdopogka Mer u
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JIACKOBO MPUTIOOHSIH ero. Ha Hee cMoTpenu rmedasnbHbIe 3eIeHbIe T1a3a. - YTO CIYYUIIOCh, TII000Bb
Mos1? Thl HIYEM He 3aHMMAEIILCS C TeX MOP, KaK MBI BEPHY/IKCH. f HUKOTHa He fyMaJsa, YTO MHe
IIPUAETCS JKaJI0BaThCS Ha 3TO, HO He TIOMHIO, KOT{Ia TH B IIOCJIEMHUH pPa3 YKTasla KHUTY, Opajia B pyKu
cuyeTa, 6opMoTana 4To-HUOYAb PO «3¢hGEKTUBHOCTh» ¥ IPOU3HOCUTIA IPYTHe HE3HAaKOMbIe MHE
CJIOBA.

Mer nogymaia o0 Anekce, U cepflle ee CXKajloCh.

- ITa, 1 0TJIOXKUJIa IPUBEIYHEIE [iela, HO MHe HeoOXoouMo MHOToe 06gyMaTh. - Mer mnocrapaiach
yNBIOHYThCS. - 4 Kak pa3 cobupanach MOUTHU K OTIy. MHe Hafio IOTOBOPUTH C HUM O [IKelMu.

- Tak THI OIpuUHSa pelleHue, ga?

Kakoe oHa Morja mpuHATh pelenue? Kakoii et octaBascs Beioop? C Bo3BpallleHUEM IOMOU HUYETO
He U3MEeHHUJI0Ch. JInbo oOHa IpUHUMAaET Npefioxkenne [[xxeimu, 1100 He BHIIOTHSIET CBOETO NOJTa
nepep KnaHoM. OOMaHYMBEIY BEIOOP. Mer nofiaBuia B cebe 4yBCTBO BHUHBHI, IOHKMas, YTO He JIIOOUT
Ixevimu. Ho Snu3abet Onlna mpaBa: OH 3acilyKuBas, 4ToOwl ero modunu. M1 Mer caoenaer Bce, 4TO B
ee cuiax, 4ToObl OJII0OUTH €ero.

- {1 BrIMiny 3amMyX 3a [[XKelMu, Mama.

Ha kpacuBoM mnuile Po3anuHp MosBUIOCH CTpafiabueckoe BeipaxkeHue. OHa He MBITajach CKPHITh
CBOETO Pa304YapOBaHUS U OYIIEBHOTO BOITHEHUSI.

- [loporas mosi, - mpob6opMoTasa OHa, - 1 TaK Hafesnach... f mymarsna, 4To TBOM BEIOOD - JIOPL
Makrayg.

Mer HalpsAXeHHO 3aMepra.
Pozanuup HaxMypuiach, 3aMeTUB peakiuio Mer.

- { He cnpammBalo, 4TO Y Bac Ipousouio ¢ ArekcoM MaknaygoMm. Ho 9To He 3HA4YUT, YTO 9 HUYETO
He IIOHHMAI0.

- 91 He 3HAI0, YTO THl UMEENIL B BUMY.

- Mapraper MakkuHHOH! - Po3anmuHp TOMHYIa KPOLIEYHON HOXKKOM, YTOORI ITPUAATH BEC CBOUM
cioBaM. - He mputBopsiics. Mb B TaKOK CIIEIIKe TOKKUHYIN ABOPEL], YTO I €Ba yCIlella HaJleTh CBoe
IOPOXKHOe TaThe. beiHOM JMIKC ellle HUKOTHA He IIPUXOAUIIOCh TaK OICTPO coOUpaTh BEIIH. -
Po3anuup BCKUHYJa pyKu. - MsThie 1ienka, 6apxaT, 000pBaHHOE KPYKEBO... BCE MOTJIO CIIYUYUTHCH.

- Ho k cuacTsbio, Bce oboriocs, MaMa. HaM yoamoch peTupoBaThCst €3 IOTepb.
PosanuHp cuenana B, YTO He 3aMeTHIIa IIyTIUBOTO OTBeTa Mer.

- 3a BCIO IOPOT'Y JOMOM THI U IISITU CJIOB HE CKa3ajia, ¥ yXKe MHOT0 JHel y Te0s KpacHbIe OMyXIlre
rna3a. Jloporasi, Hafo MPUWIOXKUTh K HUM OXJIaXKIEeHHHIN moceeT, [3] 4ToOb n30aBUTHCS OT ITUX
y2KaCHBIX YePHBIX KPYTOB.

- 1 yxe o0BsicHSIIA, 4TO 3aboena 1 XoTella BEPHYTHCS OMOM.

- 3abonemna! - B romoce Po3anuupg mpo3ByYasno HeIOBepHe, OHa yrepia Pyku B 60Ka. - MoxeT OBITb,
s He TaKas y4eHas, KaK THl ¥ TBOH oTell, HO bor He 00menu MeHsT YMOM.
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Mer pacimpuiia riia3a oT youBieHus. Heyxkenu ee MaTh HPOHU3UPYET? PO3amuH, MOIKHO OLITH,
CUJIBHO pPaccepkKeHa.

- MaMma, moxanyiicra, aBai He 6ygem o6cyx)aaTh 3To Gombine. Mexay MHOU u ArlekcoM Makyaynom
He OBIJI0 ¥ HEeT HUYEero, YTO IPeCTaBIsaio Ol At Te6st HHTEpEeC.

Mer noBepHynach K MaTepH, YCIIbIIIAB, Kak Ta (GEIPKHYJIa B OTBET Ha ee CJIOBa.
- 41 cobupaioch 3aMyxX 3a [lxkelimu KemnOenra.
Pozanuupn mokadaia roJI0BOM:

- Ho BCe 3aMeTuny, 4TO T OYE€Hb HpPaBUIILCA AleKCy Makiayny. 3H0pOBbe OTLla 3HAUYUTEIbHO
YIIy4IINUJIOCh, Thl MOXKEIIb TOA0XKAATh C...

- Bce yxe pelieHo, MaMa, - pe3ko rnepebuna ee Mer.

- {1 cka3asa TBoeMy OTILly... - Po3anuuap nocMoTpesia Ha Mer, He CKphIBasi CBOET0 HEOBOILCTBA. - OH
O4YeHb JIOJITO OTKJIAbIBAJl Pa3roBop ¢ ToOoi. Celvac OH MOJIKeH CKa3aTh Te0e KOe-4To, YTO MOXKET
M3MEHUTh TBOE PEIIEHUE.

Cropas ot 1000IHTCTBa, Mer He cTana TePSITh HU MUHYTHI ¥ ITOCIIEIINIa BHU3 II0 CTYIEeHbKaM K
otuy. 'maBa K71aHa MakKKMHHOHOB HaXOAMJICS Ha BTOPOM 3Taxke cTapoii OamHy B Oubnuoreke. OH
cupen, CropOUBIIKCE Hal KHUTAMU CYETOB U IIOTUPAs JILICEIOIIYI0 MAKYIIKY.

Korma Mer BoIa, OH IOOHSI ro1oBy. HeGoMbIno# pocT U BHYIIUTEIBHEINA BEC Tejla IPe/Inosiaraiy,
4yTO X 00JIaflaTe b - BeCeJIbli YenoBek. Ho Ha nuile MaKKMHHOHA 3aCTHIIO CePhe3H0e BRIpaXkeHue,
YBUIEB NOYb, OH PACTSHYJ I'yOHl B ogo0ue yIelOKU. Mer mopa3uiach, Kak OTell IoCTapes mocie
00JIe3HU.

- A, Mer... 4 BOT TyT cUXy U IIPOCMaTpUBai0 cuyeTa. MeHs 6€CIIOKOUT KOIMYECTBO 3€MJIU 10T
3aj0roM. M HUKaK He Hally 3alliCHU [JIs1 CEBEPHOr0 paloHa.

Mer CKIIOHUIaCh Haj OTIIOM U IIPOJIMCTalla TOJICThEIE IEPraMeHTHEIE CTPAaHHUIIEL.

- 3amucu coenaHbl CHavasla B MOpPsiKe reorpaduyeckux Ha3BaHUM, TIOTOM - 110 IIJIOLIAAK ¥, HAKOHEI],
10 TUITY 00s13aTenbCTB. [1o Kaxkao# 3alKChio S yKa3aja JaTy ¥ CIIoco0 OIJIaTH: 3ePHO, CKOT MU
cepebpo. 3mech Ke HamnucaHa IepBoHAavYaIbHAs CyMMa B3HOCA 3a apeH[y, II0TOM eXKeTrofHas 4acThb
PEHTHL. 3aICH, KOTOPBIE ThI UINEIIh, TOIXKHEI OBITh... - Ee masel] 3aCKOJIb3uJI 110 UCIIMCAHHOK
CTpaHulle BHU3. - BOT 31€eCh.

BEPHYTHCS

3

[opsumit HAIUTOK M3 MOJIOKA, caxapa M MPSHOCTeH, CMOOPEHHEI BUHOM.

- Hy KOHeuHO, KaK Xe 5 caM He HallleJl? - paCCesIHHO 3aMEeTHUJI OTelLl.

Mer BCIBIXHYIIA, HE 3HAS, XBAJIUT €e OTell UK IIyTUT C Hel, HO IPOJoJIKuiIa aasnbiie. Kak u oHa
cama, OTel] IIeHUJT aKKYpaTHOCTh U TOYHOCTH B IeTaJIsX.
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-B npyroﬁ KHUTEe 4 COeJlajia CChIJIKK Ha 3TH 3allUCH. OGH.II/IG 00s13aTeIbCTBA 3a 3eMJIH YKa3aHEL B
OTHOEeNIbHON KHUTEe. Tak jerde BeCTH NOACUETHL. ECiu mogoxaenb MHHYTKY, 4 IIPDUHECY €e.

MaxKUHHOH BOCXHUILEHHO [TI0Ka4yasl TOJI0BOM:
- Munasg Mos meBOYKa, He 3Halo, 4To OBl 1 fgenal 6e3 Teds!

Mer Ha CeKyH[y IIOYyBCTBOBAJIa TOPHOCTh, HO, C APYTO¥ CTOPOHEI, OTIIOBCKAS MOXBasa Obljla TOHKAM
HAIlOMUHAHUEM O ee JoJTe.

- ApeHpa, perta! - B komHaTy Bnetena Po3anuup. - Koro 3To BonHyeT, Korga cepale efuHCTBEHHOU
moyepu pas3buTo...

- Moe ceppaiie He pa3buUTo.
OHo pacchinanocsk Ha Kycouku. Ho Po3anuHp npogosxkana, CI0BHO He Cibliiaia Mer.

- A BHI Bce roBopuTe 0 3emiie! [Ipyr moit! EcTh mena moBaxHee, ¥ UX ClaegyeT o0CyOuTh, - oOpaTunach
OHa K MYXY.

- K yemy Bc# 3Ta ucrepus, Poy3u?

- Pa3Be He THI OBEJI MEHS [0 TAKOI'0 COCTOSTHUS? ¢ Mpeaympezaana, YTO HeYTO Mogo0HOe MOXKET
ciay4uuthest. Thl JOKeH OB CKa3aTh el BCe, KaK TOBKO MbI BEPHY/IKCh. A Temephb OemHas meBoYKa
TOTOBA MOXKEPTBOBATH CBOMM CUACTLEM pafiu TeOs.

Ortel IPUCTIOHUIICS K CIUHKE CTyJa U, CMyTHBIIKUCH, TIOBEPHYJICS K Mer:
- O yem oHa rosopurt, Mer?

- { pemuna HanucaTh [[2KelMU U IPUHSATH €ro MPenIokKeHue.

- Xopormuuit BEIOOP, - KUBHYJI OTELI.

- Xopomuii BeIOOP! - BockuKHyna Po3anuug. - Thl, Tox0oXke, MeHs He CiylIaelb. [leBodka BiaiobIeHa
B Antekca Makiayza, a Thl TOBOPHUIIIL «XOPOIIUY BEIOOP»!

OrTe11 B3TOXHYII.

- Mer - B3pocnas AeByIliKa, CiocoOHas MpUHUMaTh COOCTBEHHbIE pelneHus. [[xkeiMu Kemnbenn -
CUJIbHBIY U HafIe3KHBIN ITOMOIITHUK. A 4TO TH X0Tefa, Po3anuup, 4ToOH 51 eif paccKasan?

Pozanunp ckpecTtuia pyku Ha 'pyAu ¥ BCEM CBOUM BHIOM AEMOHCTPHUPOBAsa yIpsMCTBO. Mer enBa
y3HaBasna MaTb. OHa 3HaJa, 4YTO POAUTENH JIF0OAT APYT APYyTa, HO BCerfa cuuTaia, 94T0
IJIaBEHCTBYIOIIYIO [TO3ULIKI0 3aHUMAaeET oTell. HoBble OTTEeHKYU UX B3aUMOOTHOLIEHUY [IpUBeNu Mer B
HEKOTOpO€ 3aMellaTeJIbCTBO.

- YBepsio Te0s1, MaMa, S HUYETro He X04y CbIIaTh 06 Anekce Makinayze...
- MaprapeT MakKUHHOH, TOMOJTYH, - 0O60pBasa ee Po3anuuy.

Mer Mos4a ceja Ha CTYJI, yCTaBUBILIKCH HA 9TY CTPAHHYIO CEPAUTYIO0 KEHIUHY PALOM C HEel. ITO
Oblyla Ta XKe XeHIWHA, KOTopas Jaxe He TOBLICHUIIA T0JIoC, Korga Mer B BOCEME JIET UCIIOIh30Bajla
nydiee cepebpsiHoe 611100, YTOOB! CKATUTHCS CO CHEXKHOM IOPHOM BEPIIUHEL, a B OQUHHANATH JIET

Cepaue He JKeT 149 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

IIpUMEHHNIIA (I)HaMaHJICKI/Ifl robejieH B KaueCTBe MHUIIIEHH.

- Hy xopo1o, goporas, g BCe pacCKaxy, - CIIOKOMHO CKa3a oTell. - Ho, Mer, THl foJIKHa AepxKaTh
3TO B CTPOKailIeM cekpeTe. JIuilh HEMHOTUM M3BECTHO TO, YTO 5 COOMpPAlOCh IoBeaTh Tebe.

Mer KVBHYJI4d, CMyII€EHHAd TaKUM BCTYIIJIEHUEM U HEeOOBI'YHBIMH HOTKaMHM B ero rojoce. OHa XKaalla
OTIOOBCKOI'O paCCKa3d, YYBCTBYA J1I000IBITCTBO 1 OOHOBPEMEHHO TPEBOT'Y, HE 3HAd, O YEM mnougeT
peds. Oren OCTOPO2KHO HOJI6I/IpaJ'I " B3BEIIIKUBAJI Ka2K[J0€ CJIOBO.

- Anekc Makiayn OBl HallpaBJieH KO ABOPY II0 TOPYYEHUI0 PYKOBOOUTENIEN KJIaHOB, YTOOH COOpaTh
nH(OPMALXI0 0 HOBOM MOMIEITKE KOJIOHM3UPOBATh OCTPOB JIbIOUC.

- THI X0UeIb CKa3aTh, YTO AJIeKC OBIT IMHOHOM? - Mer mo6iefHe Ia, YCIBIIaB CJI0Ba OTIA.

- B KaKOU-TO CTeleHH [ia, - OTBETHUII OTell. - CKopee - pa3BequYUKOM. XOTSI HE CTOUT BCe TakK
npamMatu3upoBaTh. OH HOJKeH OB IepkKaTh rjla3a U YIIX OTKPHITHIMU U Y3HATH BCE, UTO TOJIHKO
BO3MOZKHO. YUYUTEIBAs, UYTO OH OpaT rjiaBhl KJIaHa U OBIBa/I IIPY IBOPE MHOT'O Pa3, MbI IIOOYMaJIH, YTO
IpUCyTCTBUE AJleKca B XOIUPYe He BEI30BET IIOJ03PEHUN B IPABUTEIbCTBE PABHUHHOU YaCTHU
[MToTnanguu. BecbMa KCTaTH MPHUIIIOCH U TO 0OCTOSITEILCTBO, YTO B IIOC/IEHIE HECKOILKO JIET OH HE
uMeJl ¢ OpaToM TeCHBIX CBg3eil. - OTel] cuenan nay3y, Ipexae 4eM MPOfoIKUTh. - KoHeYHo, He Bce
3HAIOT, YTO 3TU rofbl AJIeKC cpazasics Ha CTOpOHe 00bIBIEHHBIX BHE 3aKOHa MaKIperopos.

Mer TYTIO CMOTp€JIa Ha CBOU PYKH, ITOTOM C2KaJla KyJIaKH. Ona He MorIa IIOBEPHUTE B TO, 4TO
cneimana. OHa 3Hasa, 4To AJIEKC He IIPOCTO TaK IIpHeXall KO ABOPY, 9YTO OH YTO-TO HEJOTOBAPUBaAJI
e}, HO OHa HMKOr[a He MOTja MMPEenAnonoXKuUTh, YTO OH IIIIHOH. BoBce He HaeMHEIl BOMH. U OT 6paTa
OH H€ OTHaJIAJICA.

He6ompimie CTpaHHOCTH Cpa3y 00pesid CMBICT: UTpa B KapThl ¢ [[2KelMu B KOMHATe, rae G0 MOTHO
JII0fIel KOpOJIsi, ero pa3fpaxeHue Mpy YIIOMUHAHUY MaKrperopoB ¥ CUTyaluu Ha JIblouce BO BpeMst
TI0Ee3IKU BEPXOM, IOJCIYIIUBAaHUE B TEMHOM KOPUIOPE...

OHa BCIIOMHUJIA, KaK OHU BIIEPBHIE ITOLIe/IOBAIUCE. Heykenu oH 1esioBaj ee, TOJIbKO YTOOH CKPHITh
CBOe IMpUCyTCTBHEe TaM? [IpefcTaBUThL BCe Kak JTI0O0BHYIO MHTPUKKY?

- Pacckaxu el ocTasnibHOE, - HETEPIIEIUBO oTpeboBasa Po3anuHy, 04eBUIHO, YYBCTBYS CTPaflaHue
Mer.

OTe1 B3MOXHYJI, HO IPOJOJIKUJI CBOU paccKas:

- HobrrTast Anekcom nH(GOpPMAIKs gajia BO3MOXKHOCTE TJIaBaM KJIAHOB CEKPETHO IIOATOTOBUTD
OANEPKKY [Ang MakinaynoB Ha JIbtouce. Korga mapy Hefiennb Ha3aj KOJIOHUCTHI BRICAOUIUCE U
3aHsamu CTOPHOY3H, MBI OBLIM TOTOBHL K 9TOMY TJlaBHEIM 06pa3oM Onarogaps Anekcy. - Oreti,
110X02Ke, cOOMpasICs Ha 9TOM 3aKOHYUTD CBOM pacckas, HO Po3anmuHp yCcTpeMuia Ha HETO

IIPOH3UTE IbHBINA B3TJISI U 3aCTaBHIa MPOIOIXKUTE. - M Anmekc npucoeguuuics K Heitnmy Maknaymy,
BO3TJIaBUB COPOTHBIIEHNE Ha JIblouce.

- Anmekc? Cpaxaertcs Ha JIbiouce? - mepecnpocuiia Mer. OHa gorafgbiBajaach, 4YT0 COOMPAJICSI CKa3aTh
OTell, HO BCe PaBHO Iepexuia norpscenre. OHa OHICTPO cooOpazkaa, MHTasICh COEOUHUTD B €IUHOE
I[eJI0€ TO, YTO €Y TOJIbKO YTO CTaJI0 U3BECTHO, XU TOT Pa3roBop Ajekca C JopaoM XaHTnu. [louemy
AreKkc cornacuics cpaXxaThCs Ha CTOpOHe XaHTnu? JTo HempaBfa. - A TaBHO OH Ha OCTPOBe?

- Yxe Gonee OByX HeOesnb, Ipuexas KakK pa3 Iepeq MosBlIeHreM KOJIOHUCTOB. BeposTHO, BH C HUM
TIOYTH OOHOBPEMEHHO MTOKUHYJU ABOp. Heiin 1 Anekc opraHu3oBaiy Haberu Ha MecTa IT0CeJIeHUus
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KOJIOHHCTOB, IIPEIATCTBYA OJOCTYIIY IIPOOOBOJILCTBUA U U3MATEIBAA MX, KdK B I'IpOI.T.UIbeI pas.
CJ'Iy‘-IaIOTCH HeOOoIbIIHe CTOJIKHOBEHHUS, HO CKOPO BC€ U3MEHUTCA.

- ¢4 3Hana, 4TO OH B YEM-TO y4aCTByeT, HO HUKOTa He IToAo3peBana... - Mer 3aMmondaina. Ee orer,
YyeJI0BeK, KOTOPOMY OHAa OTYasTHHO XO0TeJla YTOOUTh, YOeOuTh, YTO CII0COOHA YIpaBisaTh [JaHKUHOM, He
OOBEPSI eH.

B ropse y Mer 3acTpsi TBepObI KOM.

- ITouemy THI He paccKa3an MHe 00 3TOM paHbIne? [ToueMy s He 3Haja, YTO Thl COOHMPAEIILCS TOMOYb
Makaygam? Kak Tl MOT CKpPBEIBaTh OT MEHSI TaKHe BaxkKHbIe Bellu? - Ha mocnemHux ciaoBax Mer
3a[I0XHYJIaCh, HE B COCTOSTHUY KOHTPOJIMPOBATh 3aXJIECTHYBIIKE ee aMouuu. OTell He JOBePSET eil.
OH COCTOHT B COI03€ IIPOTUB KOPOJISI, @ OHa HUYEro He 3Haja.

- Mer, TH 04YeHb MHOTO [ieJIaelllb II0JIe3HOr0, HO TH He TJlaBa KjaHa, - MATKO 3aMeTHJ oTell. - Ha
3TOM MeCTe g HafeloCh 3aJepKaThCs ellle Ha MHOTO JieT. - OH MocMOTpen Ha Mer, 3aMeTuB ee
cTpaganus. - Ho g ropxkych T060#, feBodKa. Thl OTJIMYHO CIIPABUIACh C TPYIHBIMU
00CTOSITeNbCTBAMHU, C 6paToM... - OTell B3BOJITHOBAHHO ITOBEPTEN B PYKaXx JIEKaBIIK Ha CTOJIe IIyCTOM
IepramMeHT, Kak 00BIYHO fiesiajl 3TO, TOBOPS O HeHe. - Bo3MOXKHO, 51 BO3JIaraio Ha Te0s CIIUIIKOM
00JIbIIIe XJIOMOTH. TBOSI MaTh OOBHHSIET MEHS B TOM, UTO S IPEIbIBIISAI0 K TeOe Ype3MepHLIe
TpeboBaHud. f Tak He [yMaJsl, HO OHa, BO3MOXKHO, IIpaBa. EC/ii Thl X04Yelb BHIHUTH 3a [[KeiMu
KemnGerna, menai 3To 1o cCOGCTBEHHOM BOJIe, @ HE TOTOMY, YTO ST 0KHKAal0 OT TeOS 9TOro MOCTYIIKaA.
YacTo OBIBaeT, YTO caMoe JIydlllee pelleHue - He caMoe oueBUAHOe. [loBephcs cele.

- Ho THI He moBepsiels MHe, - 00BUHMIIA OTIla Mer.

- Yenyxa. Trl mOMKHA TOHUMATh, YTO HE MOKEIIb OBITh TOCBSIIEHA BO BCE PEIIEHUS, IPUHUMAEMEIE
OTBETCTBEHHBEIMHU HogbMHu. [1151 TeOst ObI0 Oe30IacHee He 3HATh Bcero. YeM MeHblile JTI0gel 3HAIT
00 3TOM, TeM jyulie. A TO BeOb JONIET U 00 KOPOJIS.

- 41 681 HUKOTTA...

- ¢ 3Hal0, - mepedun ee otell. - Ecnu O 1 TpegBUIes], YTO Tl TO3HAKOMHUIIIECS C ATIEKCOM, S OB
Te0s1 mpeaympenut. A Korfa Thl BEPHYJIach JOMOM, TO TOJILKO ¥ TOBOPHUJIA YTO O MPEI0XKEHUH
Ixermu. 51 He BePUII UM, CKOpee, He TI03BOJIsT cebe TIOBEPUTh, YTO PAacCKa3 MaTEPH O TBOUX
YyBCTBax K Anekcy Maknayay - ImpaBpa.

Y Mer 3aropenuch meku. OHa yCIIbiiaaa, Kak XMEIKHYTa Po3amuH/, CIOBHO X0Tela CKa3aTh « 4 xke
Tebe TOBOpHUIIAY.

- Ecnu THI X0Yelllb MTOJ0KOATh BO3BpaAllleHUA Amnekca MaKnayJIa, IIpexne 9eM OTBETUTH Ixenmu, s
He BO3pazxKalo. Ho T®I JO/TKHA IOHUMATh, YTO CUTyallud Ha JIpIorice O4eHb HGYCTOﬁQHBaﬂ ", KOHEeYHO,
omacHas. Bce moxeT CIIy4YHUTBCA...

Orer pe3Ko 3aMojT4yal, yBUAEB, KakK nobnenHena Mer.

- IIpoctu, Mer, HO 5 He X04y, UTOOBI THI CTpafasa OT OMKUOOYHBIX UIITIO3UM. ATIEKC MOXKET He
BEPHYThCS. M maxe ecnu OH BepHETCS, KOPOJIb BPAL NH OymeT noBoJieH uM. [1o ciayxaM o 3aroBope ¢
11e71b10 OOPLOBI TPOTUB KOJIOHUCTOB, IUPKYIUpPyIomuM B JloHmoHe, Helin yxke 00bsBIeH BHE 3aKOHA.
To xKe caMoe MOXKET CIIyYUTHCS C AJIEKCOM.

B ronoBe y Mer BepTenach THICS4Ya BOIIPOCOB, ¥ OHA He 0CO3HAaBaJja, YTO IIPOrOBapUBAET UX BCIIYX.

Cepaue He JKeT 151 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

- Kakoe Y4aCTHe MBI IDUHUMAEM BO BCEM 9TOM? '7TaBH KaKHX KJIaHOB y‘-IaCTBy'IOT? Ho,uoapeBaeT I
HacC KOpOJ'IB? Korga onu MMJIIaHUPYIOT B3ATh erHOCTb? Kakue HOBOCTH OT...

- OT Antekca? - 3akoHuMIa 3a Hee Po3anuup. Mer KuBHYIa B OTBET.

- MHI mopgepKUBaeM IIOCTOSTHHYIO CBSI3b C TEMH, KTO cpaXkaeTcst Ha JIpionce. O0ecrmeyrnBaeM ux
JIIONBME ¥ TTPOOOBOILCTBHEM II0 Mepe CHJI, HO Hallla OCHOBHAs Iiejb - nHpopManus. Eciu Kopoib u
IIOI03PEBAET O HAIlleM YYaCTHH, TO OH ITOKAa He TOTOB MIPUHSTh KaKKWe-TO MePHl, KPOMe KaK 3alPeTUTh
1I0e3KU Ha oCcTPoB JIptouc. [109TOMY HaIllM MOCHIIbHEIE ITePEMEIIA0TCS 110 Ho4aM, - CKa3aJl OTell.

- A uyt0 Ke MakgoHanmb? OHK He Y4aCTBYIOT? - CIIpocuiia Mer, 06oyMbIBasi YCIIbIIIAHHOE.,

- MakpnoHanmob? HeT, OHM TOXKe y4aCTBYIOT, HO CKOpee BCEro BeOyT OBOMHYIO UT'PY, 00BEIUHUBUINCE C
r7aBaMU KJIaHOB M IIPENOCTaBIsAs HHPOpManuio nopay-Kauiunepy Cutory. OHU 3aciany KO ABOPY
CBOETro LIMHOHA, HO AjleKc 00HaPYXKUI ero, ¥ Terepb Mbl CHabxkaeM ero ¢gaabinBoi HPOpMaIeHn.

- Y K10 XKe 3TOT WNUOH? - Mer yXke 3HaJjla OTBET Ha CBOU BOIIPOC.
- [lyran MakpoHanp... TBOSI MaTh TOBOPHIIA, UTO OH OBLI TBOMM ITOKJIOHHUKOM IIPY OBOPE.

- OTBpaTUTEIbHEINA YeJIOBeK, - CKa3asia Po3anuHa. - MakmoHaAy HeNlb3s NOBepPsTh. {1 ObI HUKOTTA He
II0cJIajia ero CJIegoM 3a ToOOH B Jiec, ecyii OBl 3HAJIA.

- HukTo 13 Hac He 3HaJ, MaMa, - 0TBeTusia Mer. - Ho g HUKOria cepbe3HO0 He paccMaTpUBaja ero
IpensiokKeHue. - 3Hasi, YTO OH Chesas ¢ AlleKcoM, moayMaja oHa npo ce6si. OTKasaTh eMy ObLI0
HETPYOHO, CI0XKHee ObIJIO0 caeaTh 9TO BexXIuBo. - Ho Anekca 6obllle HET IIPU ABOPE, KakK Ke BH
nony4yaeTe nHopmanuio u3 IguHdypra?

- Yepes cBoUX areHTOB. Becerma HaUOyTCA JII0AY, XKeJlalollye IOTOBOPUTH 3a XOpoIlee
BO3HarpaxjmeHnue. 7 yBepeH, 4To AjleKc 3aBep00Ba OOHOTO U3 IUYHEIX CITyT CUTOHA.

Tonbko He 3T0. HeymuBUTEIHHO, UTO OH CEPAUIICS, KOTHa PeuIus, YTo Mer MIMUOHUT 3a HUM.
- He cnyXkaHKy, clly4alHO?

- TTo-moeMy, ma, - OTBETHUJI OTell, YOUBJIEHHO B3TJISIHYB HAa Mer. - Popu Makinayn mo-npexHeMy
HAXOOUTCS IIPY [IBOPE U MPUCHIIaeT coobiieHus 1 OpaTy Ha JIbtouc, u MHe. {1 JoNKeH
WHGOPMHUPOBATH OCTAJIBHEIX TJIaB KJIAHOB O TI000M U3MEHEHUH CUTYalUH.

- MHe kaxetcs, Mer 6ymeT HHTEPECHO y3HATh O IMOCJIeIHUX HOBOCTSX, IIOJTyYeHHHIX OT PopH, -
3aMeTuna Po3anuum.

- Ila-ma, - 3aTOPOIMIICS C PACCKA30M OTell. - MbI MOIy4YuIyd coo0IneHue, YTo Yepes3 IBa JHS Ha
JIBIOMC COCTOUTCS CIIeyromasi IIOCTaBKa MPOIOBOILCTBUS. AJIEKCY U ero JIOISIM He00X0IUMO
3aXBaTUTh KPEIIOCTh U 3aCTAaBUThL KOJNIOHUCTOB OexkaTh Ha3an B Paiid. Ecnu Makmayabl 3aXBaTsAT
KPeIoCTh, BCe 3aKOHYHUTCS, - M0OaBuUI OH it Mer, - u AyleKc BepHeTcs B [laHBeraH.

lepoii, mogymana Mer. HecMoTpsi HU Ha YTO, OHa COYyBCTBOBaja Ayekcy. Bo3aMoxHo, mobena Haf
KOJIOHMCTaMM YMEHBIIUT 7S Hero 00JIb IOTEPU Ky3€HOB, OHA Hafesiach Ha 3TO.

Mer He 3Hasa, 4TO CKa3aTh. JTa HOBas MH(OpMaLus MHOToe 00bSICHSTIA, HO He MeHsIa CyTH
CKa3aHHOro AnekcoM nopay Xautnu. Unu Bce-taku meHsana? OH nran XaHTAU, 4YTO TOTOB CpaxkaThCsa
3a XKuTesel paBHUHLL. Ho nouyemy?
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- He monumato, mouemy Anekc yBiaeKcs: To0OM, TOHUMAs OITaCHOCTh, KOTOPYIO 9Ta CBSI3b IOBJIEYET
g Tebg? - OTel BCTasl ¥ Havasl XOOUTE [0 KOMHATeE.

Mer He cnblllana, 4TO OH CKa3asl fajblie, I0OTOMY YTO BTOPOH pa3 3a HECKOIbKO MUHYT OHa
CIIBIIIIaJIa 3TO HENPUATHOE €10Bo. OnacHoCTh. Mo3r 6bicTpo coobpaxan. CBg3b ¢ AlIeKCOM OIlacHa.
Ox 3Has 3T0. OH TaKXe 0CO3HaBaJl OIIaCHOCTh, C KOTOPOU eMy IIPEeLCTOsJI0 CTOJIKHYThCA Ha JIbtouce.
OH moHMMaJI, YTO MOXKeT HUKOTla He BEPHYTHCS, ¥ €CJIM BEPHETCS, TO €r0 MOTYT II0CAAUTh B TIOPHMY
uu yOuTh. 3HaJI JIX OH, YTO OHA CJIBIIIAJIa ero pa3roBop? HeyxKenn OH IPOCTO MBITAICS 3ALUTUTh
ee?

Ceprlie B3BOJIHOBAHHO 3a0UIIOCH B IPyAU. FApKU Iyd CcBeTa IPOH3UT THETYIIYI0 TEMHOTY, B KOTOPYIO
IIOTPy3uUack ee Oylla C TOro caMoro yrpa B OnuHOypre. Briepsrie 3a nocnegHue Tpu Hepenu Mer
1103BOJIMIIa ceOe HamesAThCsa. BO3MOXKHO, Korfa AeKC BEIIOJHUT CBOIO MUCCHIO Ha JIbiouce, OH
npreneT K Heu?

Y, KaK 3HaMeHHe, U3 HaBeCHOU OallTHM KPEIOCTH pa3[aics ToJ0C KapayIbHOTo:
- Jlogka nnwIBeT!

Y Mer nopnpsITHYI0 cepale. He MoXKeT OBITE.

['maBa 19

Mer nocremusna K OKHY ¥ CTajla BCMaTPUBAaThCS B QUTYPY, TOTHUMABIIYIOCS II0 CTYIIeHbKaM. ITO
OBLTT BLICOKUM IMUPOKOTIIEUNH YEJIOBEK. ..

Ho Mer kakuM-T0 00pa30M IOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO 3TO He Anekc. Cepalle ymano, CIOBHO KTO-TO
o0opBan HUTh HafeXK kI, BEPHYB €€ K peabHOCTU. KoHEeUHO, ATIeKC He MOT BEPHYThCS TaK OLICTPO,
OH TO-IPeKHEMY cpaxaics Ha JIpoouce.

Ona BULeTa, KaK YelloBeK NpobrupaeTcs Yyepe3 TOJIY Jitofei Bo aBope. Ho maxke HeCcMOTps Ha TO, 4TO
oH OB efiBa BUAeH, MeT cpa3y y3HaHa KOIIHY TEMHO-PBIXKUX BOJIOC ITPUOLIBIIIETO TOCTS.

- KT0 310, Mer? - BonueHue B ronoce Po3anuHp yKa3elBajao Ha TO, YTO OHA TOXKe HafesasIach YBUAETh
OpyTroe Julo.

- 9to0 [IxKeiiMu, - 60IPoO 0TBETHUIA Mer, cTapasich He MOKA3kIBaTh CBOETO Pa30YapOBaHMUs.

- IToxoxke, pemenre Tebe IpUOETCS IPUHSATh PaHbllle, YEM THI IIpeAIosarasna, 1o4b, - CKa3all
MakKKUHHOH.

Mer npuUroTOBUIACH BCTPETUTH [IKEWMH, He 3Hasl, Yero OT Hero XaaTh. 3a IMOCTIeIHNE HECKOIBKO
Helenb OH U3MEHUJICS, U Ka3aJiCs CTapllle, MyKeCTBEHHEe.

- IIpocTu, yTo Tebe IPUIIIIOCH IPEOMOIETh BECh ATOT MyTh, [[KEWMHU, HO S HEe MOTY BBIUTU 3a Te0s
3aMyX.

Y Hero HampsAriiach CIKHA, TYOHl BRITSHYJIUCH B TOHKYIO JTUHUIO.
- Borocs, 51 He moHUMato Te0s. f myMmar, Th Oymelrb paga MOeEMY IIPEeNJIOKEHHIO.

IxeyiMu OBITT HETIPUSITHO yauBJeH. 1o mpaBae roBopsi, Mer u caMa ce6e youBJsiiach. YkKe BTOPOi
pa3 OHa IpUHMMaJa pellleHre BHIUTH 3aMyXK 3a [[KeliMU U IOTOM MeHsJja CBoe pelieHue. CKOpo ei
mpumgeTcs o0aBUTh B CIIMCOK HEJOYETOB CBOEI'0 XapaKTepa HeIoCTOSTHCTBO. Ho OHa He MOXKEeT BHIMTHU
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3a HEro 3aMyxX, ITIOTOMY 4TO He o0ut. A Onu3abet npasa, [xKeiMu 3acTyKUBAET, YTOOH €ro
mobunu. Cyns mo ero peakmuu, Mer nogo3pesana, 4To 60IbHO ysI3BUIIa €T0 CaMoJio0ue.

-4 Pafda, - 3aBepuiia OHa IxKerMu. - 4 o4eHb IIEHIO TBOE IIpeaiaozxKeHune. 9To 3aMyXKeCTBO PEUIUT BCe
MOHu HpO6J’IeMBI, HO 3TO 6YJIGT HEYEeCTHO II0 OTHOILIEHUIO K Tebe.

IxeMu oxupman oObSICHEHUM M CMOTPEN Ha Hee KaK Ha cyMacuIenuryi. HaBepHoe, oHa u Oblna
cymactenied. [Ixxeiimu KemmnOet ObT He TeM MYXKYHUHOM, KOTOPOTO OTBEPrasy XeHIuHb. Ho oH
He moaxoout Mer.

- Boxe mo#, Tel He 6epeMeHHa?

Mer nokpacHesa 0 KopHeit Bonoc. OHa OTJITHYIach, YTOOH YOEIUTLCS, UTO OHU MO-IPEXKHEMY B
KOMHATe OfIHU.

- Her... - Tonoc 3allHYJICA. - A He 6epeMeHHa. - 9T0 YXKaCHO, HO OHa ITIOYYBCTBOBaAJIa COXaJIeHHue.

I>XeiMu, MOMMKHO OBITh, YIIOBUII YTO-TO B €€ T'0JI0Ce, IOTOMY YTO pa3fpazkeHue Kyma-To ucuesno. Ero
B3TJISIM TPOXKUTal Mer HaCKBO3b.

- Torga mouemy? - MSATKO CIIPOCHII OH.
Mer cpenana riny60Kui BOOX, IIOHKMAsI, YTO OH 3aCITyKUBAET 3HATH IIPaBMY.

- Trl oueHs xopoiuii gpyr, [xKeMu, HO g He mo61io TebOs. [1o KpaliHell Mepe Tak, KaK Thl TOTO
3aciyXkKHuBaellb. - Mer MooXkuaa pyKy eMy Ha Ijiedo. - MHe KaXeTcs, ¥ Thl MeHs He Jio0uis. 1o
OO0JIBIIIOMY CUETY...

- Ho...

- § mo6mio Anekca, - mepebuna ero Mer. [IxKelMU 3aCThHI.
- Ho Beppb THI pa3opBasia IOMOJIBKY.

- Pasopgana.

- He noxnumato.

- ¢1 He yBepeHa, YTO caMa IIOHKWMAI0, - KPUBO ycMexHyack Mer. Kak 00bsacHUTD [I2KeWMH TO, YTO OHA
He Mora 00bsICHUTE cebe? Ho ecnmu ecTh XOTh Masielinas Hajexkaa, YTO MOACIYIIaHHbIH e10
PasroBOp C JIOPAOM XaHT/IH - 1IeJIMKOM U IIOJTHOCTBIO Y/IOBKA, TO €l Hafo 3HaTh, €CTh JIU Y HUX C
Anekcom maHc. [Jaxe ecnu [Jis 3TOTO Hafo J0KOAThCS €r0 BO3BpalleHus.

- 41 pa3opBasa IMOMOJIBKY, IIOTOMY YTO YCJIBIIIaja, 4YTo AJIeKC TOBOPHII O CBafib0e CO MHOM KakK O
BO3MOXKHOCTH CTaTh BIIOCIEACTBUM I'TaBOM KinaHa. Ho MHe KaxeTcs, 3To HempaBpa. [IpocTo oH
XOTeJl, YTOOHI 51 AyMajia 0 HeM IIJI0XO.

- YToO6k! 3aUUTHTH TeOS, - 3aKOHYHUI 3a Hee [[KeWMHU U, 3aMETHUB €€ YOUBIIEHHBIN B3I, HOOABUIT: -
4 3na10 00 yyacTtuu Anekca B COORITHSX Ha JIbionce, Mer.

HWTak, ceKpeT pacKphHIT. Mer peminia, 4To AneKc fomkeH 6marogaputh [Iyrana MaknoHanga.

- Hy, ecnu ThI 3Haelb, 4eM 3aHUMAETCsS Afiekc, Torfa Tebe MOHSITHO, T0YeMy OH Pellldyl OTPaiuTh
MEHS OT BO3MOXXHEIX HETIPUSTHOCTEH.
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- {1 noHumaro. - [IKeliMu, IOX0XKe, COBCEM He youBuicsa. Kaszanoch, 4TO OH 3HaeT 0OJIbIlle, YeM
roBOPUT. - THTepecHO, KaK eMy yOasoch CAenaTh 3To, - TpobopMoTas oH ckopee ains ce6si. Ho,
YBUJIEB YOUBJIEHHBIN B3I Mer, MOSCHUI: - MHe UHTEPECHO, KaK eMy YAaJI0Ch 3aCTaBUTh Te0s
pa3opBaTh MMOMOJIBKY TakK OBICTPO. AJIeKC 3HaJl 0 MOeM HaMepeHUHU clenaTh Tebe mpeniokeHue.

Ceppaie BCTPENEHYIIOChH.

- On 3Han? - Mer TOIBKO YTBEPAUIIAaCh BO MHEHUHU, YTO AJIEKC IIBITAJICS ee MPOTHaTh oT cebs1. OHa
1ofi03peBata, 4To 1 [IxKe#mu 3Hasn 06 3ToM. - Kakyio pojib T CHITpast Bo BceM 3ToM, [IxKenmu?

- Hukakoyt ponu y MeHs He ObLJI0, - PEIIUTENbHO 3asBU [[3KelMu. - 4 TONBKO CKa3ajl eMy, YTO y
Tebs1 oJKeH OBITh BEIOOP, Ha KaKoe IMPe/IJIoKeHNe COTIaCUThCS.

[IpunogHsTOE HAaCTpOEeHUE MeT yIeTyduIoCh.
- [MoaToMy cBoe MpemiokKeHue ATeKC PeLIT He [IeNaTh.
I>XelMu MONTO CMOTPEIT Ha Hee.

- OH moKeH [IeNCTBUTENHHO 09eHb 3a00TUTLCS 0 Tebe, YTOOH COBEPIINTH MOCTYIIOK, KOTOPHIN, OH
3HAaJI, 3aCTAaBUT TeOsS BO3HEHABUOETD €rO0.

- Torma mouemy OH He paccka3ajl MHe IIpaBay ¥ He IT03BOJIUJI PellaTh CaMoM?
Y IIxelMu B yronKax ryd MenbKHYJa yasI0Ka.

- HaBepHoe, mOTOMY, YTO OH IOCTATOYHO XOPOIIO TeOs 3HAET, YTOOHI IIOHSTh, UTO €CJIX THl Y3HAEIIh
IIpaBfy, TO YK TOYHO He y#aelb. Thl MOXKeIlb OBTh 04eHb YIIPSIMOM, €CIIA YEeT0-TO Xouellb, Mer.

- 1 Bce XKe 5 X04y ITIOrOBOPUTHL C HUM, KOTAa OH BEPHETCS, - TUXO OTBeTHIa Mer.

- [Toka 3T0 HeBO3MOXKHO. U elje THl JOIXKHA 3HATh, YTO AJIEKC MOXKET He BEPHYThCS BOBCE.
CrnoBa [I;xelMU BBI3BaJIU B Tejle Mer TpeBOXKHYIO IPOXKb.

- Yo TH UMeelb B BuOy, [xKenmu?

- Iaxe ecnu Makiaygsl YCIELTHO BEITECHAT KOJIOHUCTOB daiiha ¢ 0CcTpoBa, TOAM I0pHa-KaHIyiepa
CutoHa 3HaIT 00 y4acTuu AjleKca B 3TOM COIPOTUBIIEHUH.

II>keMu CKa3ajl He BCe, OH YTO-TO CKPHIBAeT. Mer BlieUIach eMy B PYKY.

- IIxerimu, 4To erne? J[loroBapuBaii!

OH He cTasn oTBeudaTh cpa3y. Ha nuile oTpaxkanach BHyTpeHHsq 6ophba. HakoHel] OH peuuics.
- 41 xouy, 4TOOHI THI OBIJIa cuacTiIKBa, Mer. Th yBepeHa, YTO TeOe HyKHO 3HATh BCe?

- TToxany#cra, [xkelMu, ecnu Tebe YTO-TO U3BECTHO, TH IOIXKEH CKa3aTh MHe. f 3Halo, TH
CcepauIIbcst Ha Anekca, HO Be[b Bbl OBIIM APY3bSMU KOTa-TO. S He Bepio, UTO Thl OyHelh CTOSITh B
CTOPOHE U TI03BOJIMIIIb, YTOOH C HUM YTO-TO CIIYYMJIOCH, TOJIBKO €CJIM IIPENOTBPATUTDh 3TO HE B TBOUX
CHIIax.

- Ecnu OB B 3TOM CIIy4yae TH epeayMara, g Obl, HaBepHOE, CMOT. AJIEKCy IT0BEe3JI0, YTO y HETO TaKO’
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BEPHBIN 3alIUTHUK. - [[2KeMU 3aMoJjT4all, BHUMATEIbHO U3y4das JIuilo Mer. - Xopolo, s CKaxy To,
YTO MHE u3BecTHO. Ho TonmbKo papu Tebs, a He pagu Hero. - OH mepexBaTui B3rasg Mer. - OgHOMY
YyeJI0BeKY, cpaxarlleMycs Ha JIbiouce, mpukKa3aHo yOpaTh Anekca u ero Ky3eHa Heiina.

- 9to [Iyran MakpgoHamng?
Ike¥My KUBHYJI, HE YOIUBUBIINCDH, UTO OHA yrajiaja UMs IpegaTens.

- Ho Anekc Benp 3HaeT 00 yrpo3e, UCXOAsIIel oT Hero? EMy Teneph Hy>KHO BHUMATEILHO CIIEIUThH 3a
Ilyramnom.

- la, Ho u [lyran 3HaeT, 4To ero nogo3pesaoT. OH GoJbllle He IPUTBOPSETCS, YTO CITyIIaeT IPHUKA3bI
Maxknaymgos. KpoMe Toro, oH moymy4uT oMo, Clenyronmi focTaBIeH b IPy3 OyaeT He TPOCTo
IIPOJIOBOJILCTBUE, KaK AyMaeT Ayiekc, TaM OynyT monu. Bounsl. Korga Amekc co CBOMMU TIONbMHU
npubnu3sTCS K rpy3y, Iyrana co CBOMMHU JIIOObMU IMOAKPATyTCS C3aMiu.

Mer no6nenHena. Anekc momageT B JIOBYIIKY.

- He BonHyiics, - ycrokoun ee [IKeWMH, - CIIeAyIOINas OTIPaBKa IPOU30UIET He PAHBIIe CIIemyIouei
Hemenu. [I0CTaTOYHO BpeMeHH, YTOOH TepegaTh eMy CooOIIeHue.

Mer mokayara TrOJIOBOH, YYBCTBYS, KaK BHYTPH €€ 3PpEeEeT IIaHNUKaA.

- Het. Coo011enue 0 cienyomuel oOTIipaBKe TPOJOBOJIECTBHUS IPUIIIO BYepa BeyepoM. ['py3 monKeH
TpPUOBITH Yepe3 fiBa JHS.

- Yepr! - B cepamax Breipyrancs [Ixeimu. - OHU PEIUIN BCE YCKOPHUTE.

Mer OricTpO coobpaxaia, HO CTpax 3a AjleKca Melaj el MBICIIUTh JIOTUYeCcKu. EAMHCTBEHHOE, 0 YeM
OHa JyMasa GeclipecTaHHO, - 9TO JIOBYIIIKa, rpo3uBinas Anekcy. OHa BUesla ero B CpaXkKeHUHU, 3Hama,
KaKOi OH MCKYCHBIYM BOMH. HO moHMMaJa, 4YTO OH CKOpee yMpeT, 4eM cpacTcs [lyramy.

- 91 momXkHa MPenyIpemuTh ero.

- Tel He Moxelb. Kopomb U3man yKas, 3allpenaloiuil ropiiaM IosBIsSThCs Ha JIbionce. Kpome Toro,
3TO OYeHb OIIACHO, TBOM OTEI] HUKOTHa He MO3BOIUT Tebe OTIPABUTLCS Ty/a.

Ixetimu 6bi1 TpaB. Ho Kakoi y Hee BeIOOp? OHa MOXKET CKa3aTh OTIY, ¥ TOT OTIPABUT CBOUX JIIOMEH.
Ho pa3Be oHa Morja HOBEPUTH TaKOe BaXKHOe [IeJI0 KOMY-TO elle? Mer oTYyasiHHO X0Tefa, HeT, OHa
nomxHa Oblta yBUumeTh Anekca. [ToHSTE A7 cebsi, eCTh U Y HUX LIAHC Ha Oynmyliee.

- 1 MHOTO pa3 OTIIpaBJIsAlach B KOPOTKMeE MMOe30KX Ha JIbiouc. BepHych paHbllle, 4YeM OTell Y3HaeT,
YTO g e3[usa.

- 4 He Mory mo3BonuTh Tebe CHenarth 3TO.

Mer 6pocuiia Ha HETO YOUBIIEHHBIN B3I, B 9TOT MOMeHT [IKeiiMu OBIIT TAKUM JKe YIPSIMBIM, KakK
Anexc.

- He Te6e aTo pemmarts.

- A T He myMana, 4To AJleKC, BO3MOXKHO, He X04eT BUAETh Te0S Ha OCTPOBE U He OLIEHUT TBOIO
IIOMOIIbL?
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- Yro THI mpeparaens? YToOw S 0CTaBUIA €T0 TaM YMUPATh? 1 coobIry eMy o mpemaTenbCTBe U
HeMe[JIeHHO BepHYCh B [laHKWH. Tl Befels ce0s Tak, CIIOBHO 51 OyOy eIMHCTBEHHOM XEeHIIMHON Ha
OCTpOBe.

- ThI ne3enrs B caMylo TYITy coObITHI, Mer.

- IToxany#icra, [IxKkelMu, s DONXKHa COeNaTh 3TO. 4 JOoMXKHa YBUOETh €ro. Ecu 3T0 yCIOKOUT Tebs, s
CKaxy MaTepH, Kyna cobuparock. OHa MOUMeT.

- Ecnu TBOSI MaTh COTJIACUTCS, - HEYBEPEHHO CKalasl [IKeWMHu, - 1 HU4ero He CKaxy TBOeMY OTIIy.
- O, IxetimMu, cacu0o.

- He 6naromapu MeHs, - mepebun oH Mer, - s OTIIPABISIOCH C TOOOH.

- B aTom HeT He0OXOIUMOCTH. ..

- Ectb. 4 Mory 3amututh Te6s1. MHE cleqoBaio OorafaThCs, YTO Thl OyIelIb HaCTauBaTh, YTOOHI
OTIIPABUTHCS Tyfa caMoii. f Ovl moexasn OfiuH, HO ATIeKC He TTOBEPUT MHE.

Mer ckjioHMIa rojioBy HaboK, uay4as [[xkemu. OH ObUT HANIpsSI2KeH, TYObI IJIOTHO CXKAaTHI.
Hcnyrasmucsk 3a Anekca, OHa TOIBKO Ceryac MOHsJa, 4YTOo, CIpallrBas [[2KelMu 0 IIjlaHax JIIofen
KOpOJIs, OHa [I0CTaBUJIa €T0 B HEJIOBKOe T0JIOXKeHNe. Belb OH [I0b30BaJICS JOBEPUEM ITUX NTogen. U
IIOCKOJIBKY OH OBITT BepeH CBOeMY Ky3eHY, Mer Morja NpefnonaoXkuTh, 9YTo 110 KpaliHel Mepe
HOMMHAJIbHO HEM3MEHHO KOBapHHIM Apraijin yyacTBOBas B IJIaHaX KOJIOHUCTOB. Ho [IxeiiMu ObLI
ellle ¥ TOPLIEM, U caMa HUJiesl 3axBaTa 3eMeJlb ropleB NOIKHA OBITH HEBEIHOCHMA [IJIS HETO.

- Ha ubeii TH cTOpOHE, [[ketimu Kemnbernn?

Mer He oxkupana, YTO OH OTBETUT, HO OH OTBETUIL:
- {1 3a TexX u 3a OpPYTUx...

['nmaBa 20

B6.usu CmopHoyasi, ocmpos JIvtouc

TBEITPHOM CTOPOHOM JTaJOHU AJIEKC IIOIMBITAJICSI CTEPETh I'PA3b C JINIA, HO TOIBKO pa3Ma3ail ee.
«T'ocmopiy, KaK MHOTO g oTHas Ovl ceiiduac 3a BaHHY U cBexkee Oernbe!» Tpu HefeNnu XKU3HU B I'PSI3U C
penoKuM MBITHEM B COJIEHOM O3€pe HauWHaIM pa3apaxaTh.

OH ObUI TOTOB 3aKOHYUTE 3Ty OUTBY. W ecnu Bce MOMeT Kak 3allJlaHiPOBaHO, TO CKOPO BCEMY 3TOMY
HACTYNUT KOHEII.

ATexc BeJl IPUCTaIbHOE HabIMoIeHre CO CBOE MO3UINY Ha KaMEHUCTHIX Oeperax HeOO0JIbIIIOro MeICa
ApHWUII, KOTOPHIY CIYKUJT BEJTUKOJIEMHEIM HAa0II0JaTeIbHbIM TyHKTOM. ['71a3a 3aKpBIBAIUCh OT
YCTaJIOCTH, HO B3TJISIM CKOJIB3UJI IT0 MOPCKOM Tytamu. [laxke ImMpH MOTHOM JTyHe OHa Oblla TEMHOM, KaK
YyepHas IMaToKa, ¥, IIOCKOJIbKY HECKOJIbKO YaCOB Ha3a[l OMYCTUJICS TyMaH, HOUb Obljla HETIPOTJISIoHAS.
Ho Bce 3T0 nuiik mo6aBisiio TpeBoru. Bece yyBcTBa Anekca Obiin 060CTPEHHI 10 Ipefena, IOTOMY
YTO UMEHHO B TaKyI0 3JI0BEIIYI0 HOYb YIPO3a BEICAJIKX KOJIOHUCTOB Obl/Ia CUIIbHEE BCETO.

OOBIYHO IPEOBKYIIeHKe TPSIAYIIEeN 0IaCHOCTH BOOXYIIEBIIsio ero. Ho oH Gosbllle He mOTydarn
YIOBOJIbCTBUS OT MBICTIeH 0 OuTBe. Temephb 3TOT0 OBIIIO HEIOCTATOYHO.
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CpaxeHue Ha JIplonce JOJIKHO CTATh KyJIbMUHALKEH ero crpemienuii. Ero mumepctBa. [IpuHsTHSA
pettenui B bty 60pb0bl. McnbiTanus camoro ce6s. YrnopHas pa6oTa ¥ TPEHUPOBKY IOCTIEOHUX JIET,
HECOMHEHHO, TPUHECTU CBOU Iofsl. C ropa3fo MeHbIlel YUCIEHHOCThI0O BOMHOB, YEM Yy Bpara,
TOYHbIe aTaku MaknaygoB Cepbe3HO II0NOPBasy IO3ULIUY KOJIOHUCTOB Ha JIbionce. CKopo Bce OymeT
3aKOHYEHO, 1 AJleKC 0fepXKUT yOenuTenbHyo 06eny, K KOTOPOUl OH CTPEMUJICS CTOJIBKO JieT. Ero
POI TIOJYYUT CBOU 3€MJIH, & TOPIHl BOCCTAHOBSAT CIIPABEIIUBOCTE.

Ho nouemy-To BMeCcTO 0XupaeMoro TpuyMda Anekc 9yBCTBOBas nycToTy. OH fyMan TOIbKo 0 Mer u
0 TO¥ yKaCHOM o0ufe, KOTOPYIO e¥ MPpUYKUHUI. AJTeKC BCIIOMUHAI €€ U [THEM, ¥ HOYbI0, TTOPO¥ B
caMmoe Hemopaxopsinee BpeMs. OH He MOT 3a0bITh €€ TIOTEPSIHHEIN BUM B TO POKOBOE YTPO, 60Jb U
CTpafiaHue, OTPa3uBLINECS Ha ee Nulle. [JONTUMU OOUHOKUMY HOYaMU OH BCIIOMUHAJI OIIYIIEHUS,
KOTOphle Oynuia B HeM GIU30CTh ee JeBUYbero Tena. OfHa UL MBIC/Th 00 3TOM BHI3bIBajla TPENeT
BO BCEM €r0 CyIIecTBe. Y Hero JaBHO He ObLIO XKeHIIUHE]; C TeX 0P KakK OH BCTpeTus1 Mer, oHa Oblia
eOUHCTBEHHOM, KTO MOT yOBJIETBOPUTH €TI0 HEOCTHIBAIOIIYIO CTPACTb.

Tpu roga Anekc XKW ¥ [BIIIAT OMHOM JTUIb 00phOoi. Celiyac 4TO-TO U3MEHUIIOCh. I3MeHUIICs: OH
caM. Bcenoromaomas xkaxaa Bo3Me3ausI, KOTOPYIO OH BEIHAILIKBAJ CTOJIBKO JIET, IOYTUXJIA U
Oobille He 3aTMeBasa o060l Bce BOKPYT. [IoToMy uTo AjleKC 3Hall, Yero CTOMJIO EMY 3TO CpaXKeHue.

ITeyanbHag y'HBI6Ka TPOHYIIA FY6H Arnekca. OTCYTCTBI/Ie Mer MakKHHHOH OTBJIEKAJIO €T0 BHUMaHUEe
HUYYTh HE MEHbIIIEe, 4eM €€ IIPUCYTCTBUE IIPKU OBODE. Bo3MoxHO, maxe OoJibIIe. }Kry‘{aﬂ IIyCTOTa B
I'PDyOou IMOCTOAHHO HAIIOMHHAJIA O TOM, YTO OH IIOTEPAII.

Buumanue Anekca IIPUBJIEKIIA 3BYKHU IIIarOB B TEMHOTE. YcinoBHBIHR KPHK COBEI OaJl IIOHATH, YTO UOET
TpYT.

- BugHo uTO-HUOYOL?
Anexkc o6epHycs. ITO OBUT €ro Ky3eH U HEIHeIIHW TpeTeHeHT Ha JIbionc - Heiin Makmnayn.

- HeT, HO TOCKOJIBKY ITPOZIOBOJIbCTBUE MOJIKHO MIPUOBITL Yepe3 Mmapy OHeM, s He KAy HUKaKuX
clopnpu3oB. [lyran MakpmoHaig npomnant.

- [TaBHO?
- Heckomnbko nHeit Hadan. OH He BEPHYJICS C TBOETO IIOCJIEHEr0 3alaHus.
- CoBepIIIeHHO TJIYIIOTO 3aJaHusl.

Anekc yneIOHYIICS. 3a MOC/IeNHYe HECKOIbKO Heflellb OHM MOCHIIaIy [yrana ¢ pa3HbIMU
TIOJCTABHHIMM 3alaHUSIMU U CHAOXKau ero ne3uHdpopMalien.

- HaBepHoe, OH ITIOHAJI, YTO MEI €T0 Oypa4YuM. Ho g me Xouy, YTOOBI YTO-TO ITOMEIIIaI0 HAIIIUM IIJIaHaM
IMePexBaTUTL 3TOT I'PY3 C IIPOOOBOJILCTBUEM.

- U 3axBaTuTh KPEIOCTE.

Amnekc CcorylacHO KMBHY. OTO OBIJIO ITOX0XKeE Ha UT'PY B KOIIKU-MBIIIKY. Y HUX HE XBATa0 CHJI, YTOORI
IPeJOTBPATUTDh HallajeHue KOJIOHUCTOB Ha UX 3eMJIM ¥ 3aXBaTUTh KPEIIOCTh, HO Y HUX OBIIO
IOCTATOYHO JIIofiel, YTOOBI 3aTOMUTH OOJIBIIYIO YacTh UX I'py3a. C IMOMOIIbI0 areHToB Popu um
yIaJI0Ch MTPEOOTBPATUTh ITOCTABKY IIPOMIOBOJILCTBUS, U 3aMIacOB Y KOJIOHUCTOB IOI2KHO OCTABAThCS HE
MHOT0.
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- UM HYKeH 3TOT I'Py3, U OHUM HAIIPABAT JIIOAEH, YTOOb OBITh YBEPEHHBIMHU, YTO €T0 I0JTy4YaT. M
IOJIKHBI BOCIIOJIb30BaThCA CITydyaeM.

-V Teb4 ecTh m1aH?
Anekc B3si71 BETKY, YTOOB HQUEPTUTH Ha 3aKaMEHEBILIEH I'PSI3U CXeMY BO3MOXKHBIX IEHCTBHUH.

- 41 mepexBauy CyOHO U pa3fesaloch C KOMaHAOW ¥ IPy30oM. Mou /oy IPOBEAYT CYIHO Yepes
raBaHb, ¥ S C OCTABLIMMIUCS JIIOIbMU BEPHYCh U aTaKyIO C3afid TeX, KTo OyleT KmaTh CYyIHO Ha
Oepery. B 3T0 BpeMs Thl OpraHU3yelllb aTaKy Ha KPemoCTh.

Hefin KuBHYI, CKpy4YHUBas ATUHHYI0 O0POAY B TOHKYIO KOCHYKY.
- 910 momXkHO cpaboraTk. Ho y Te6s1 Masno miofel.

- A MHe 1 He Hafio MHOTO. Mou mrou xopoto o6y4deHsl. S B m1060# feHs co0epy ropcTKy Makiaynos
1 Makrperopos. Y MbI mOKaxkeM, Ha 4YTO CIIOCOOHHI.

- MoxeT, TH U IIpaB, - paccMestncsa Heln u mocMoTpen Ha HallapallaHHBIM AJTIEKCOM ITJIaH, KOTOPHIA
OBl efiBa BUOEH B IyHHOM cBeTe. - Y Korma o0opoHa Kpemnoctu OyneTt ocnabieHa, y Hac MOSBUTCS
IIIAHC.

- Y KOJIOHUCTOB y2Ke He Ta Cua gyxa. Eule omHo mopaxeHue 3aCTaBUT MX 0exKaTh OTCI0A BO BTOPOW
pas.

Arnekc BCTan ¥ 3aTep HOro¥ 4epTexX MinaHa. OHu ¢ HernoM CTosIu B IIOTHOM TUIIMHE,
MIPUCITYIINBAasACh U IPUCMATPUBASCH K MalletllieMy HapylIeHUI0 PUTMa HOYHOU XKU3HU. BHe3amHo
ra3a Anekca yJI0BUIM KaKoe-TO OBuKeHue. [10BUINCh CMYTHBIE OUYePTaHUs JTOJKU, TUXO
CKOJIL3SIIIIEH 110 BOJIHAM.

- Kto 310? - cnpocun Heiin.

- He 3Hat0. - AnleKC HaIpSIZKEHHO BCMaTPUBAJICA B TEMHOTY. PyKa MOTSIHYJIach K BUCEBIIEMY 3a
crirHOM KyieriMopy. OH yxe OBIJI TOTOB ATk CUTHAJI K aTaKe, KOTa YCIIbIIIAJ OTYETIUBHIN YCITOBHBIN
KpuK coBbl. CBou. Korga ymopka moporia 671uxke, AleKc y3HalI OOHOTO U3 Jtofeit MakKKMHHOHA.

Amnekc MOT TOKJISICTBCSI, UTO Y PYJIs JIOOKY CHUAesa XkeHIrHa. OH MOPTHYJI ¥ TPOTEP I1a3a.
HaBepHoe, Bce-TaKu CKa3bIBAETCST CUITbHAS YCTAlIOCTh. JIogKa moporia emle O/uxke, ¥ y HEro
YYaCTHIICS MyJIbC. ITO ObINIa He MPOCTO KEHIUHA.

9710 OBLIa Mer.

- Hagerocs, THI 3HaeIb, 4TO Aelaelllb, - IpoBopyYai JIKeiiMu, KOrfa JIOJKa HalpaBUIach K
HebosbiIoMy GHUOPAY BAOIH BOCTOYHOTO To0epexkbs JIbionca, OKPYKEHHOMY MBICOM, KakK pa3 Ha iore
raBaHu CTOPHOY3H.

ITo mpaBae roeops, Mer u cama He pa3 HOABeprajga COMHEHHIO BEPHOCTh CBOEro pelneHus. Ux
«IIPOCTOE» MyTelleCTBHE 0Ka3aJI0Ch HAMHOTO CIIOXKHEe U [0JIbllle, YeM OHa OXHupana. Betep B raBanu
3aCTaBJIsAI JII0Je rpecTu cunbHee 00pr9HOTO0. HOo Mer He cobupanach 0TKa3bIBaTHCS OT CBOE LIEJIH.

OHa mI0THee 3araxHyJa IIall Ha TPYOHU, YTOOb CIIPaBUTHCS C BHE3AITHO TOSIBUBIIENCS TPOKBIO.
OmycTuics TyMaH.

- 3Halo 11 §, YTO fenaio? - Mer ympsMo B3fiepHyIa Mof00ponoK. - 3Hat. Y coMHeHUs HallpacCHHI.
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Mawma cornacunach OTIIYCTUTh MeHS, Bedb TaK?

- U 370 HeymuBuTEMHHO. TH K€ pachucasa ei Hallle MaJIeHbKOe IJIaBaHue KakK YBeCeIUTEIbHYI0
TIPOTYJIKY.

- YTo g Mory mnopesnarth, OHa y MeHS HeUCIIPaBUMbIM POMaHTHUK. - Mer JIyKaBO yILIOHYIACh.
[XKelMy yCMeXHYJICS, HECMOTPS Ha CBOe Mpa4yHOE HaCTPOEHUE.

- /1 HUKOTa He Mo#o3peBall, YTo y Te0s Takou TanaHT y0exmaTs niofedt. Ho g He o Po3anuup celiuac
nyMmaio, a 00 Anekce, - B3HOXHYI [IKelMu.

MEICTB 0 TOM, KaK OTpearupyeT AJIeKC Ha ee IOSBIIeHHE, BEI3Bajla TPEBOTY U IPOXKb B TO3BOHOYHHUKE.
HecmoTps Ha cBoio 6paBagy, Mer He 3Hasla, KaK OH IOBefeT ceOs IpK BCTpede ¢ Hel, TeM OoJiee Ha
JIptouce. TToHMMas, YTO BPSIA JIM OHU YIAAyT B 00BSITUS OPYT Apyra, Mer mogo3peBaa, 4TO IIEPBOM
peaknueit Anekca 6ymeT ynuBneHue. II0ToM 9To yOuUBIIeHHE ITepepacTeT B TPEBOT'Y, YTO OHA
IOsIBUJIach Ha JIblonce B TaKoe HECIOKOWHOe BpeMs. Ho Gombime Bcero Mer 6osi1ach, 4TO OH
OCTaHETCS PaBHOMAYIIHHIM K €€ MOSBIICHHUIO.

B rosose He OBIJIO HUKAKOH SICHOCTH, OHA OEeHCTBUTEJIbHO He 3Hasla, Yero XXoaThb. A eclid OHa
olrbaeTCsa ¥ OH COBCEM He JII00AT ee?

Ho Mer He xoTena, 4To0sI [[KeiMu ITOYyYBCTBOBAJI €€ COCTOSTHUE.

- Temeps yKe IO3MHO TafaTh, - oxkKaja mwiedamu Mer. - §1 yBepeHa, 4To AyeKc 00pagyeTcs, KaKk
TOJIBKO YCJIBIIIUT, YTO SI EMY CKaXy.

- CKopo MbI 06 3TOM y3HaeM. - [[2KelMu 11oKasasl JKeCTOM B CTOPOHY [IBYX YeJI0OBEK, UAYIIUX K JIOJKE.
Mer BcMaTpuBanach B TEMHOTY, HO YBUEJIA TOIBKO IBE KPYIIHbIE MYXKCKHE QUTYDHI.

- 4 nono3peBato, OHU COOMPAIOTCS IPUBETCTBOBATH IOCHIIBHOTO MOET0 OTIa. - ['osoc Mer mpo3Byyan
YBEpPEeHHO, HO TPOMKME yOaphl CEpPALla O MITKUM IIEPCTSHBIM IJIall[OM BbIOABaIA PACTYIIYIO
TpeBory. Myxckue GUTypH CTanu npuobpetaTh OTYETIUBEIE HOPMEL.

B mBapuaTu; ¢yTax OT Hee, IO KOJIEHO B BOJIE, CTOSIT Y€JI0BEK, KOTOPHIM 3aHUMaJl BCE ee MBIC/IH
mocjefHee BpeMsi. Yea0BeK, KOTOPHIH, Cy[s 110 TOMY, KaK 3allleMHUJI0 ¥ Hee B TPYAH, IO-IIpeXKHEMY
BIafen ee cepaieM. Mer 3akycuia ryoy. M rpo3HbIf B3I 3TOT0 YeJloBeKa TOBOPUII, UTO OH B
OYepeHO pa3 Hel0BOJIEH BCTpeYel C Hell.

Mer Buenuaach B lepeBIHHOe CUIeHbe, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTh ce0st ¥ CBOM HepBHl. C BO3pacTaIOIINM
BOJIHEHHEM OHa HalOiofasa, Kak Ayekc 6e3 0COOBIX YCUINM IIPOJBUTAETCS BAOJE JIOOKK K HEM.

JlyHa CKBO3b HAaBUCIIMM TyMaH OCBellaja ero GUrypy 3710BeIuM CBeToM. Y Mer nepexBaTuio
neixaHue. KpacuBoe, Kak ¥ Ipexie, JIUI0 Ka3aloch cedyac onacHbIM. OH OBUI TOXOXK Ha 4eJIoBeKa,
KOTOPHIM IIPOIIEeNT afi, HUKOTO He OCTaBIIsIg Ha CBOeM IyTH. ETo ryOnl OBUIM IJIOTHO CXKAaTHl, YIPSIMBbIHA
110A00PONOK TOBOPHUT O TBEPHAOCTHU U HETIPEKIIOHHOCTH XapaKTepa.

Arekc He cKa3al Hu CJioBa. B aToMm npocTo He Oniyto HeoOxomumocTu. Kaxkbii O0oiM ero Tena
OyKBaJIbHO M3JTy4all SPOCTh, U MTOATBEPKACHUEM TOMY OBIITH Pe3Kue OBUKEHHUS, KOTOPHIE OH [eall,
npubnuxKasch K Hei. Mer Ka3anock, 4YTO OHa HabogaeT 3a rOPSIIUM 3allajioM, 0XKumas B3peiBa. K
TAKOM BCTpede OHa Oblyla He ToToBa. HeT, oHa coBceM He Tak ce0e ee mmpencTaBisiyia. MoXKeT ObITh,
nopyMasnia Mer, y paBHOOYIIKS JaXe eCTh CBOM AOCTOMHCTBA. B peaknuu Anekca Ha ee IIOSIBJIEHHE Ha
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JIvtouce He OBIIO PaBHOOYIIXWSA, HO 3TO 00CTOSITETLCTBO HE panoBaiio Mer.

Ona o0epHynach 3a MoAmepkKKou K [[KelMH, HO IOHSJA, YTO XKAaTh ee He cCTOUT. Hy 4To X, OHa
3aBapwuiia 3Ty Kallly, el U pacxyieOhBaTh.

HaxkoHery Anekc oka3sajcs psafoM Cc Hell. Mer 3agepkasa geixaHue. Bofa moxoauna eMy [0 mosica, u
Temnepb MOKpast pyOalllka MPUINIa K TPYAU, TOJYEePKUBas BEITYKIIbIE MBIIIIE XKHUBOTA,
3aTBepAEBIINEe He OT CTPACTH, a OT IIPOTUBOIIOI0KHON 3MOLMH - OT gpocTu. OT cTpaxa y Mer BcTanu
BOJIOCHI Ha 3aThIJIKe, HO OHA 3acTaBujIa ce0si TOCMOTPETh ANEKCY B JIHIIO.

MoxerT nu B3raf ucnenenuts? Yemnyxa. Ho Kk cBoemy yxkacy, Mer moHs/a, 4To OTOPSAHYIa Ha3af,
IIOTOMY YTO B €T0 B3TJIsIIe CBETUIIach O6e3ymepKHas IpOCTh. Mer HUKOT{la He BHEeNa ero TakKuM.

- Arexc, 4... - permmia 00bICHUTLCS Mer.
- He roBopu HU cIT0Ba, TOKa He nobepeMcs [0 6epera. A motoMm Tebe JTydlle BCce pacCKa3aTh.

Mer B3aporHyna, AeKC HUKOTIa He pa3roBapMBall C Hel Tak pe3ko. Kaxkmoe CI0BO MPOU3HOCUIIOCH
¢ 6e3KaJI0CTHOM YeTKOCThI0. ETo rojoc GBI IPOMKUTaH 3I0BEIel SpoCThio, U Mer He y3HaBasla ero.
OnHa HWYero He MOHMMasa. [1a, OHa PHUCKOBAJIa, IPHUOLIB CIOAA, HO 9TO HE OMPAaBILIBAJIO TAKOIO
IoBenmeHus Arnexca.

- 41... - BHOBB IOIBITA/IAaCh CKa3aTh Mer.

Ho B3rnsm Anmekca ObIT TAaKMM CEPOUTEIM, UTO Mer oCTaBuIa BCe MOMBITKY 00BSICHUTh cUTyanuo0. OH
00XBaTHJI ee 3a Taluio U, 0eCllepeMOHHO BHITAIIMB U3 JIOOKU, MPUXKal K cBoel rpyau. OHa MHOTO
Hemenab MedTaja 00 3TOM, U Temephb el XOTeJI0Ch YTOHYTh B ero 00bsaTusx. Ho ceiiyac B 3TOM
YyeJI0BeKe He YyBCTBOBAIOCh HUKAKOM cepmedHoCTH. OH ObIT HAaTSIHYT, KaK JIYK, XOTSI OHA OIIyIasa
ITPOH3UTEJILHOE TEIJI0 er0 TeJa, TBEPHOOCTh CTANTBHEIX MYCKYJIOB, BCE TaKOE 3HAKOMOE U POIHOE,
HAIlOMKHABIIIEe el 0 TOM, KaK OHa CKyd4asa 6e3 Hero ¥ Kak CUJIbHO OHa ero JIo0uT.

Octpasi, Hen30bIBHAs TOCKa oxBaTuia Mer. OHa He 0CO3HaBasa, KakK Beluka Oblla ee HafileXk/a Ha To,
yTo Antexc OymeT paj YBUAETD €e, YTO OH 3aK/II0YUT €e B CBOM OOBSITHUS U 3aCTABUT 3a0KITh
CTPaJaHus MOCTIeTHUX TPeX Hemellb.

Ho noxoxe, ee nosgBieHue 30€Ch TOIBKO YXYOIINTIO Toy10KeHre. OHa IOYyBCTBOBasIa, KakK B [yIIY
3amosnsaeT cTpax. boxe, Heyxkemnu oHa omubnack? Heyxkenu Anekcy oHa OedCTBUTENIbHO He HyKHa?

Hukorma B cBoeit XKu3HU AJIeKC He YyBCTBOBAJI TaKou spocTu. OHa OTIpaBuiIach 3a HUM! IT0 OBIIO
6e3yMueM - MOSIBUTHCS Ha JIblorce B pa3rap KpoBaBoi BoHB! OH OyKBaJIbHO ApOXKaJl, ITOKa el K
Oepery 1 Hec Ha pyKax caMoe JparoieHHoe, YTO OBbIJIO ¥ HETO B 3TOM MUPe. Ee BOJIOCH UCTOYaIu yKe
3HAKOMBLIY 3amax po3 ¥ HalloMuHaiu 060 BceM, 4ero OH Tak Kejajl 3TH IOoCceqHNue HeCKOJIbKO
He[eJlb.

Mer Ha JIptouce! I'ociogu, oH 4yTh C yMa He coiien. Heyxkenu oHa He MOHUMaeT onacHocTtu? Ecnu
OBl C Hell 4TO-TO CIY4YUIIOCE... AJTIeKC Jaxe fyMaTh 00 9ToM He Mor. OH HUKOI[la He YyBCTBOBaJ celsd
Oosee ysI3BUMEIM U €[jBa He IIOTEPSITI OT CTpaxa roJioBy.

Y KaxXmoro 4ejoBeKa eCTh CBOSI KpUTUYECKAs TOYKA. Y HETO TaKOM TOYKOM CTAJIO MOSIBJIEHNE 37eCh
Mer. OH MOHMMaJI, YTO He BlafieeT co00M, HO eMy OBIJIO HalieBaTh. B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfla ee HOTU
KOCHYJIUCh 3€MJIM, OH B30PBAJICA:

- Kakoro yepTa TH 37€Ch feiaemtb?
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Mer, moxoxe, o6ugenach Ha ero TOH ¥ CTajla TIIATeIbHO MOMPABIISTh CBOIO OOEXK/IYy, TPATS Ha 9TO
HAaMHOT0 00JIbIIle BpeMeHHU, yeM TpeOoBanoch. Kaxmas mpoxonuBIas CeKyHIa CBUIETEIbCTBOBAJA O
€ro TUTaHTCKOM caMoo0Jiafanuy. AJIeKC CXKMMaJl ¥ Pa3KuMaJl KyJlaku, 0KHUaasi, KOrga CMOXKeT
BCTPETUTLCS C HEW B3ryIsamoM. HakoHel[ OHa B3TJIsSIHY/a Ha HEro U3-TIOf AJTMHHBIX PECHUII.

9TOT 0YapoBaTeIbHO XKEHCTBEHHBIH XKEeCT eflBa He CJIOMHUJI ero. JIyHa MITKO OCBelraja Tuio Mer, u
ATexc C XXagHOCTBI0 BCMaTPHUBAJICS B HETO, CJIOBHO YTO-TO HEBEPOSITHO KPACUBOE
MaTepuanru30Banock u3 cHa. Cepplle OTKIMKHYI0CH 001bio. Kak oH 00Ut ee!

Korpga oH moHS$, YTO B JIOAKE CUAUT Mer, Ha Hero oOpyIIuiICs IIOTOK CAaMbIX Pa3HbIX IMOLIUM.
CHauana 310 Oblyta 6e3ynep:kHas pagoCcTh. AJIEKCY XOTeJI0Ch IPUKaTh ee K cebe, BIOXHYTH TEIJIO ee
Tena. Ho Tonbko Ha MrHoBeHue. IToka OH He BCIIOMHUJI, Ie HaxoguTcs. CTpax 3a Hee
CIIPOBOLIMPOBAJT TAKOM IPUCTYI IPOCTH, KOTOPOI'0 OH HUKOTHA MTpexe He 3Hall.

- 9 uckasna tebs.

Becnone3HocTh TaKOTo OTBETa eltle OobIne B3becusa ero. Anekc efipa COEepzXKHUBAJICsA, a OHa
Pa3roBapuBajia C HUM TakK, CJIOBHO 3TO BOBCE HE€ OHA TOJILKO YTO COKPATHJIa EMY XKM3Hb JIET Ha
OECATh.

- Tw1 9TO, COBCeM C yMa corna? - OH B34 Mer 3a miedu, 1 XpyIKOCTh €€ TeI0CI0XKEeHUS TUITHUAN
pa3 moguyepKHyIa ee ysI3BUMOCTh. - Mckana MeHs? Hago ObU10 TpugyMaTh Kakyoo-To 60Jiee BECKYIO
IPUYHHY, YTOOB IpUEeXaTh CIOfa.

- Anekc, He TPSICU MEHS.
OH omyCTHUI PyKH, OTCTYIINUII Ha3a[ U YCTAaBUJICS HA HEE, CTapasiCh CIIPABUTHLCS C SMOIUSIMH.
- Ecnu THI IpekpaTuis KpuyaTh U Oyaeb BecTu cebs 671aropa3yMHo, S BCe paccKaxy Tele.

Anexc He myMall, YTO MOXKeT PacCepauThCs elre 00blie, HO 0Ka3aloch, ¥ TaKOe BO3MOKHO. Ero Temo
TOpPeso, HeCMOTPS Ha MOKPYIO OJIeK/IY.

- 1 noka Beny cebs 6aropa3ymMHo, - IIOHU3UII OH Tojioc. - Ho yxKe 671130K K 6e3pacCynCTRy.
- Ecniu THI IPOCTO MO3BONUIIL MHE OOBSICHUTS... - BCIIBIXHYIa Mer.

Ho Anekc yKe He CHIBIIIAT €€ CJIOB, IOTOMY 4TO 3a €€ IIJIeYOM YBHUAEJ TOro, KTO COIIPOBOXKAan Mer B
3TOM OmnacHOM IryTenrecTBuu. OH JyMaJl, 4TO ero y2Ke HAUTO He CMOXKEeT [10pa3uTh CUIbHEE, YeM
nosiBnieHue Mer 3peck. Ho oka3kiBaeTcs, OH OblT He paB. [IxkeiiMu KeMnOesns. Anekcy IoKa3asiocs,
YTO €ro ygapuiu B rpyab. OHa mpuTaliuia ¢ co00i CBOET0 XKeHUXa.

- Kemn6enn npuexan ¢ To6ou? T ¢ yMa colia, Mer, oH Ky3eH Apraiua.
- He cpriBait cBou rHeB Ha [IKeWMHU, OH TOIHKO CTapaeTcs IIOMOYb, - CKa3ala Mer.

Ot Arnekca He YKPHIJIOCH TO, KaK OHa Opocuiach 3amuiaTh [xeiMu. B rpynu clIoBHO AUPK
IIOBEPHYJIH, IpryeM AJIeKC caM BorHaJs ero cebe Tyfa.

- fI caM HacTOsI HA TOM, YTOOBI COITPOBOXK/ATE €€, - ZKECTKO 3aMeTHII [IKernMH.

- He comHeBatoCe. - C 3TuMHU cj10BaMu AJIeKC ITOBEPHYJICS K Mer: - Kak Thl Morna? [Iputaius ero
CIoa, THI ITIOABEPrJla PUCKY HAIIU XKU3HU. - Ee BMelaTenbCTBO T'PO3UJIO IIPOBAJIUTE BCIO OIlepaluio.
KpermocTs yXKe o4YTH IpuHaaiexkasa UM, a BMecTe ¢ Hell U Ta nobefia, 0 KOTOPOi OH MedTaJl CTOJIHKO
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neT. Bce, paiu 4ero oH Tak yImopHO OOPOJICS MHOTHE TOIb, OBIIO MOYTH Y HEro B pyKax. Kemmbenn
MOT BCE Pa3pYIIUTE.

- I:KeliMU He IPECTABIISIET YTPO3El, TH [OJIXKEH OLITH O/IarolapeH eMy.
Anexkc 6pocun yOuiCTBeHHBIM B3TJIIA B CTOPOHY [IkKeiimu. YepTa C iBa OH foXKpaeTcs 61arogapHoCTH!

- 91 3Hal0, YTO TH CepHUIIbCs. - MeT B3siyia Aylekca 3a pykKy. - Ho s momkHa Oblia IpegynpenuTh
Te0s1. TBOel XKU3HU T'PO3UT OMIaCHOCTh. [yrany MakgoHanay oTHaH npuka3 youTs Teos.

YuuteiBas, 4To [lyran ucue3 HECKOJIbKO AHEN Ha3al, AJeKC COBCEM He YIUBHUJICSI CKa3aHHOMY.
- 41 3na10 06 3TOM yrpose.
- Ho 6naromaps [IxkxeiiMu MBI 3HaeM KakK U KOTfa.

Amnekc IpHUIypuU I1a3a, 00psCch C YYBCTBOM PeBHOCTH. Kak el ymanoch 3acTaBUTh [IxKeiMu
IOMIEIUThCS 3TOU nH(PopMaruen? Ecinu eMy geiCTBUTENIBHO MOXKHO IOBEPATh. ..

- IIpomonxain, - OCTOPOKHO CKa3aJl OH.

- OHU 0KMOAIOT TBOETO HAMlaIeHHs Ha CY[IHO C IPOOBOIbCTBHEM. HO TaM, KpoMe IIpO0BONIECTBHS,
OymeT nmopkperienue. [Toka Th Oymelns cpaxaThes, [yran BHUOET U3 3acCafbl ¥ 0TpexkeT Tebe Bce
IYTH K OTCTYIIJIEHHUIO.

B coob6mennn oT Popu He OBIJIO HUKAKMX CBEIEeHWH 0 HOBEIX BOMHaX. Eciu cBemeHuss Mer BepHEI, TO
Anekcy He XBaTUT niofieii. OH He COMHEBAJICS, YTO EMY YAACTCS yleleTh, HO IIOTepu OyayT
3HAYUTEJILHBIMU.

Anekc oO6MeHsics B3rasgmamu ¢ HeinoM. Mer yioBuia 3TH B3I, HO AneKcy OBLIO He [0
IIePEMOHUY TTPeNCcTaBIeHus naMbl. OHa He OCTaHeTCs 37ech Hamonro. OH OBl OTIIPABUII €€
HeMe[JIEHHO, HO [0 PaccBeTa 0CTaBal0Ch COBCeM HEMHOTO. [IpuaeTcs MOgoXKaaTh [0 CIEeOyIoIei
HOouM. Kak oH coOupaeTcs 3allUIaTh ee U He IIPUKACAThCS K Hel Le/Ibd NeHb?

- [ToueMy 51 mONMKeH BEPUTH, YTO 9TO He NOBYIIKa? - AJIeKC B YIIOP MOCMOTpeN Ha [KeruMu.
- Moxemb He BepuTh, - oTBeTHN [IKerimu. - Ho 9T0 mpaBpa.

Ajlexc He 3HaAJI, YTO CKa3aTh.

- B yem 3akmo4yaeTcs TBOM UHTepecC, XeumMu?

II>xeliMHu IToKaJ IIedYaMu:

- {1 memnato 3TO pagu c4yacThsa Mer.

YyBCTBO PEBHOCTU BHOBb HAallIOMHUIIO ATIEKCY O cebe.

- IToxamnyticra, Anexkc... - Mer cxXaja ero pyKy, 00Kurasi ero Koxy CBOMM TeIyioM. - O 4yBCTBax
IIOTOM. A celi4ac IPUMU Mephl IPEIOCTOPOKHOCTH.

EMy npupgeTcs U3MeHUTh CBOU IaHbl. U Bce Ke AyleKc He MOT ITOBEPUTh, YTO Mer pruCKoBaia pafu
Hero. OH mo-pexxHeMy ObiT BHE ce0s1. U permui oOpymuThes Ha [xxeimu:
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- Kak TBI I03BOJIHII € OTIPABUTHCS CIOfA?
IxeliMU OTBETUII EMY TaKUM K€ THEBHBIM B3TJISIIOM:

- Ot1o Onlna He Mos upesi. Ho Mer npaBa. Hu Ha 4To gpyroe BpeMeHHU He 0CTaBajioCchk. TH MOJIKEH
ObITH OyaromapeH ei. Ecniu Ovl He OHa, MeHs Obl, BO3MOXKHO, He yOeOunau pacckasaThb TO, UTO s 3HAIO.

Amexc He MOT OBILIATH, B TPYOU BCE CXKaJlOCh.
- He cepaucek Ha [IkeliMu, ny4diie 37IMCh Ha MeHs, - ITofana rojgoc Mer.

Kak oHa Mora 3a6bITh BCe, YTO OBIIIO MEXAY HUMU? AJIEKC XOTeJl 3TOr0, HO He JyMaJl, YTO BCe
ciay4yutcs Tak OpicTpo. OH 60Jblile He MOT CTOSITh 3[I€Ch U CITyIIATh UX.

- Ha 3TOT cueT He BoJHY#iCS. - AlleKC TIOATONKHYJ ee K HeOOJbIION POIHIle, KOTOpPasi CKPhIBaia UX
BpEeMEHHHI JTarepb. - [HeBa BO MHe IPegoCTaTOuHO. - AJleKC noBepHyca K Heiny: - He ciyckau
rna3 ¢ Kemmbenna.

- [Togoxmu! - kpuknyn [IxKeumu. - Kyna Th ee Befgemb? - OH cOena Iar B UX CTOPOHY, HO Hein
OCTAHOBHII €T0.

- ¢ BHITIONTHSIIO TO, O YeM ITOIIPOCHUIA JIeOu. - AJIeKC XPUIIIO pacCcMesiycs. - f coOuparch U3TUTh BEChH
CBoii THeB. TOJIBKO Ha Hee.

I'maBa 21

9T0 He o0elano HUYero XopoIiero. Bee 1110 coBceM He Tak, Kak IaaHupoBaia Mer. Hu cioBa
6rmaromapHocTu. Hu Marneiiniero HamMeka Ha TO, YTO OH pafl BUAETh ee. Mer aymarna, 4To OH 110
KpaliHel Mepe OIeHUT ee HH(PopMauuio. A oH oBen ceds XKeCTKO U faxKe rpy6o. Mer HUKOTa ero
TaKUM He Bufesa. dpocTh nepexiecTeiBaja 4yepe3 Kpau.

Korga oum CKPHIJINCH B poiune, Imogasbiile OT IIOCTOPOHHUX I'JIa3, Mer oCTaHOBUJIACh U CTPsSAXHYJIa
€ro PyKy CO CBO€ro Iijieda.

- 4 He IOHUMAIO, IMI04YeMY TEI TaK CEPOUIILCS. 41 Bcero nuib meiTajgach Tede IoOMOYb.

Anekc MoCMOTpENT Ha Hee U CHellall HeCKOJIbKO I'TyO0KHUX B3MOX0B, 0YEBHUIHO, IIEITASICh BEPHYThH
KOHTPOJIb Haf COOOIA.

- [ToToMy 4TO KaXKAy: MUHYTY Thl IOABEPraellbCs 30eCh CMEPTEIbHOMU OITaCHOCTH.

Opuako GecIIBETHHIM I'0JIOC OIIPOBEPrajl ee HagexXkay Ha To, 4YTo OH 6ecriokouTcs o Heil. HepBel Mer
ObLIM HaIpsKeHEH [0 Ipefenia, OylieBaBIIie BHYTPY SMOIUY ObLJIM TOTOBHI BEIPBATHCS HAPYXKY.

- IToueMy THI GECIIOKOHUIIILCA? - CIIPOCHIIA OHA CHABIEHHBIM I'0JIOCOM. - £ Be[ib CIIbIIIajia, YTO ThI
TOBOPUJT MAapKu3y XaHTNU. [109TOMY HE CTOUT MPUTBOPSITHCS 00€CTIOKOEHHBIM.

Huygero. Hukakoii peakiuu. Hukakoro orpuiianusi. OH faxke He CMOTPeEN Ha Hee. ['ocmoau, Kak
0O0MBHO.

- XKeHmuHe 31ech He MeCTO. 4 He TIOHUMal0, TI0YEMY TBOW OTeIl He TOocal coolmieHue? 9 He Bepio,
YTO OH...

Mer HeOCO3HaHHO 3aKycuJja rydy u 9TUM Bbkigasa ce0s.
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- Hy KOHEYHO, - POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM, YUYUTEIBAA €TI0 THEBHOE HACTPOEHNE, CKa3all Anexc, - TBOH OTel
He 3HaeT, 4TO THI 3TeCh. Kak Tl MOrja Tak IIOCTYIIUTE, Mer?

- $1 He MOTJIa TOBEPHUTh TAaKOE BaXKHOE COOOIIEeHKEe MOCEIIbHOMY. MOsI MaTh 3HAET, YTO 5 37eCh, -
[IOMBITAIACh 3alUTUTLCA Mer.

- Ho xorpa TBoi oTer Y3HaeT 00 3TOM, OH 3a0yHaiuT Tebs1. - Anekc nmomom4an u nobasun: - Ecnu s He
COeJlalo 3TO 3d HeTO.

- He Oynmp cMemHBIM, - OTMaxHyJjIach Mer.

Ee merkoMriciiue mojelcTBOBAIO KakK CHYCKOBOﬁ KPIOYO0K. Amnekc FPYGO IIOTAHYII €€ K cebe, IIpuzxKajl
K Ipynou. Mer IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA €TI0 TEIIJIO, IIOTPY3UBIINCEH B O00BSTHS CUJIBHBIX PVK.

- He ucnbiThIBa#t Moe Teprienue, Mer, - nmpegymnpenun Anekc, mpubnu3uB K HER CBOe NUL0. - Tebe He
CTIeO0BAaJIO MOSBISATHCS 310eCh. - OT rHeBa y Hero mobesenu ryOsl, a MpauYHbIe HOTKH B TOJI0CE
BBI3BA/IM HETIPUSTHYIO IPOXKb B T03BOHOYHKKEe Mer. Ho oHa He oOpaTuia Ha 3TO BHUMAHMUS.
Bo3MoxkHO, 3T0 OBIJI0 6€3pACCYACTBOM, HO € HpaBUIIOCh, KOTMIa OH TePsiJ KOHTPOJIL Hay co6oii. 1o
KpalHel Mepe B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa OIIyIajia, YTO He COBCeM 0e3pa3IndHa eMy.

Mer, OTKMHYB I'OJIOBY Ha3afl, ©3y4daja ero JIHI0, IbTasCh OLIeHUTh OMacHOCTh. Cyds 10 MpauHOMY
BBIpaXKeHMIO, OHa OblJla 3HaYKTeNbHON. OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA KaXKOBIK AIOMM €ro HalpsKeHHOTro Teja.
Kaszanoch, BO3[yX BOKPYT HUX TYAUT, IEPETIOTHEHHBIN THEBOM, HEYIOBIETBOPEHHOCTEIO,
YYBCTBEHHHIM BlIeYeHHEM. MeT X0TeJIOCh IOIeNI0BaTh €T0, YIIOBUTh XOTh KaKOHU-TO 3HaK,
MIOATBEPAKAAIOIINM, YTO OHa He OOUHOKA B CBOMX YyBCTBax. HO OHa 3Halla, YTO celyac B €T0 rojioBe
HET MeCTa TAaKUM MEICIISIM.

Mer Hayaa npu3HAaBaTh IPaBAY: CKOPee BCETO OHA COBEPIINIA OMNOKY, IOSBUBIIUCE 3TeCh. Ero
TIOIIBITKA 3allyraTh Mer He Ipoliia 6ecciegHo.

- Hy xopoi1o, B0O3M0KHO, 3TO OBIJTI0 PUCKOBAHHO, - ITPU3HAJa oHa. - Ho s ucmyranacsk, s gyMasa
TOJIBKO O TOM, KakK Ipenynpenuts Te6s. MHe Hamo OLIO...

- Hamo 0wu10 uTO, Mer?
Ero ry6ul Temepb OKa3aluch 0/MXKe, Wik Mer MPOCTO XOTEJIOCh, YTOOH 9TO OBITIO Tak?

- MHe Hafmo OBITIO YBUOETH Teﬁﬂ, - TUXO0 OTBETHUJIA OHA U OIIYyCTHJIA I'J/la3a, 6OHCB, YTO B HUX OH
IIpo4YTeT CIIMIIKOM MHOTO.

OHa coBepmmia IynocTs. [logyeMy cpa3y He Ipu3HaThH 3TOr0? Mer Oblla TOTOBa YIENIUTHCS 3a
COJIOMMHKY, YTOOEI UMETb BO3MOXKHOCTh Y3HATh, UeM OBIJIM ITPOAUKTOBAHE BHE3AIIHEIE TIEPEMEHH!,
cnyuuBirecs: ¢ AiekcoM B aunOypre. Ho ux HOBasi BCTpeya IpOIlyila COBCEM He TaK, KakK OHa
naHupoBaa. Camo MosiBieHKe 3[eCh YKe Ka3aoCh el Beudanien riynocteio. OHa momnana B
HeJlelloe MOJIOKeHKe, IIOMYaBIINCh 3a YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIY BOBCE HE XOTEJl €€ BUAETh.

Yro erme xyxe, Mer 6osiyiack, 4To pacnnadeTcs. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJia IIyCTOTY, ONUHOYECTBO U
yCTaJIOCTh OT TOTO, KaK 3TOT YeJIOBeK, 110 KOTOPOMY HEBHIHOCHMO CKyd4alia BCe 3TO BpeMs,
oOpaiaeTtcs ¢ Hel. Ceityac el HyKHO OBIJIO TPU3BATh Ha MOMOIIL 3APaBHIM CMEICTI, IIOTOMY YTO
MOT4YaHUe 3aTITUBAIOCh.

Hakonern Arnekc KOCHYIJICA IIaJIbIIEM €€ HOJI[GOpOI[Ka, 3acTaBisasg Mer IIOCMOTPETE Ha HETO.
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- 3auem Tebe ObIII0O HEOOXOOUMO YBUAETHCS CO MHOM? Benb Thl 00pyueHa ¢ [IxkeiMu.
- 41 He oOpy4eHa C HUM.

Y Anexkca nmoTeMHeJIO JIMIIO.

- Ho oH yBepsn MeHs, 4TO HaMepeH IIPOCUTHL TBOEU PYKHU.

- OH TaxK u cgemnan.

- Y TBI OTKa3ana eMy? - AjieKC ¢ HefoBepueM mocMoTpell Ha Mer. Ha cekyHAy el IT0Ka3aioCh, 4YTO B
ero rila3ax MPOMeJIbKHYJI0 oberyenue. - O 4eM Tkl JyMaelllb, Y4ePT BO3bMH? - CKa3aj OH pe3Ko. - Th
He MOXKeIllb eMy OTKa3bIBaTh.

Mer no3Bonua cebe ockopOeHHO QRIPKHYTh. OHa TrOpAo MOMHSIA TOJI0BY ¥ BCTPETUIIACE C €T0
B30EIIeHHbIM B3TJISIIOM.

- Mory u oTKa3sasa, - 0TBETHJIa OHA, He CTapasiCh CKPEIBAaTh TOPeYb B CBOEM rosoce. - [Touemy Teb6s
BOJIHYET, 3a KOTO S BEIMAY 3aMyzK? THl BEIITOJIHUII CBOM JOJT U CHefiall MHe IIpefjioxeHue. TBOS
COBECTbh YHCTA.

JIumo Anekca CcTajo KaMeHHBIM.
- Peur, He 060 MHe.

- O yeM Xke Torma? - Mer He MOTJIa CKPHITh pa3odyapoBanus. - [Iouemy Te0s JOJIKHO BOJTHOBATD,
BRIy 1K 51 3aMyK BooO1e? Tebe s He HyKHa. Tefe 0Ka3amoCch HYKHO TOJIHKO MOe HacCJe[ICTBO.

- Tsl myMarna, 4To MPOU30MOET, €C/IK OTell MIOMbITAeTCST OPTaHKU30BaTh TBOM Opak? THl moTepsiyia
HEBUHHOCTb.

3aueM OH roBopu e 06 aToM? Benb Kaxkaass MUHyTa B €70 IPUCYTCTBUY HAllOMUHANa e 0 TOM, 4TO
MexXny HuMHU Ovlo. Borbie Bcero Ha cBeTe Mer X0TeNl0Ch BEPHYThCS B €r0 0OBITHS ¥ OCTAThCS TaM
HaBeYHO. Telepb CTAHOBUIOCH ITOHATHO, UTO COBITHCS 3TOMY He CyKOeHO. Mer BHINIPSIMUIa CIUHY.

- 910 Gonbile He TBOS 3ab0Ta. [ToTepss HEBUHHOCTH He ITOMeIaeT IIoMCKaM MyxKa. Thl caM
He[IBYCMBICJIEHHO HaMEKHYJI MapKu3y XaHT/Id, YTO MO 3eMJIM - OT/INYHAs npuMaHKa. Ho Moxenib
OBITH YBEPEH, 51 HE CTaHY 3aCTaBIATh YeJIoBeKa XKEeHUThCS Ha MHE, eCJIM OH 3TOT0 He X04eT.

- Ho [IxxeiiMu X04eT 3TOTO, - PE3KO BO3Pa3ull AJIeKC. - Y HEro ecTh BCe [JIs TOTO, YTOOB CTaTh TBOUM
MyxeM. OH MOXKeT chenaTh Te0s CUaCTIUBOM.

Teneps Mer Oblyia UHOTO MHEHHS, Be[lb OHa X0TeJla CHejiaTh Tak, KaK BEITOJHO ee KJIaHy, U CHejaeT.
Ho eguHCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPHIM CHEeIaeT ee CYaCTIUBOM U OTCTOUT UHTEPECH ee KilaHa, OBl
Arexc.

Onum crostnu Tak 671M3K0, 4TO Mer omrymiana HapsixKeHUe, UCXOOUBIIee OT ero Tena. OHa MedTasa
00HATH AJleKca U PaCTBOPUTHCS B ero Temsie. Heyxkenu oHa Bce BEImyMaa?

OHa [oJ2KHa 3HATh 9TO HE3aBUCHUMO OT TOTO, UeM Bce 00epPHETCS [JIs ee yKe IoCTpafaBIIei
ropaocTy. Mer BCcTala Ha LBIIIOYKHY UM MIOJIOXKMJIA PYKU Ha Ijieyd AjleKca, KacasCh IPyOblo ero
IIUPOKOY I'PYOU U IIJIOTHO IIPUKABIIKUCE K HEMY Oemgpamu. [I094yBCTBOBAB €T0 HAIMPSIKEHHYIO MJIOTh,
Mer 3apipoxkaia OT npeaBKyineHus. EMy 6b110 HeGe3pa3nuuHo. OH X04YeT ee, U 9TO HEBO3MOKHO
OTpHLIaTh. Mer mpuxasach ellle Kpemnde, 3aCTaBUB €r0 3aCTOHATh, ¥ MTPOBETIa S3bIKOM I10 €T0 HUXKHEen
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ry6e. Cepplle TYy/IKO CTy4ajo B TPYOH, TeTIephb 9TOT T'yJT OTAABAJICS B yIIax.

- Ho kak s Mory OBITh cYacTiuBa C [IKelMu? - MenoToM oTBeTua Mer Tak, YTOOH TOJIBKO AJIeKC
MOT CIIBIIIATh 3TO. - £ He 1100510 ero. Moe cepplie IPUHAAIEXKUT APYIOMy.

ATeKC 4epTHIXHYJICA U, TJIyX0 3aCTOHAB, YCTYIIUI €€ CBOLSALIEN C yMa, TOJIOBOKPYXKUTEIbHON
9yBCTBEHHOCTX. OH C HEHACHITHOM XKa[JHOCTHIO IPUHUK K ee TybaM.

Ero cTpacTHHIH MOIETyH He 3HAJ MOUIadk], ero BKyc mpobyxman B Mer gpoxb BocioMuHaHuit. O6
3TOM OHa TOCKOBAJjla BCe 3T HefelH, 9T0 ObUI0o HacTosmmM. OHa JI00UT ero, ¥ HET Ha CBETe HUYETo
nyyie 3Toro. Ha Hee HaXJIBIHYJIO pafOCTHOE OLIyIIeHUEe CYaCThsl, 0T KOTOPOI'0 MOIJIO Pa30pBaThCs
cepaue.

['yOn1 Anekca 06KUTaNy TEMIOM, BCe Teslo Mer HEIIo 0T 6e3yMHOT0 Bo30yxkaeHus. Ero ry6u ObUM TO
TBEPABIMHU ¥ TPEOOBATEIBHBIMU, TO HEKHEIMHU ¥ OPA3HIIMIUME. SI3bIK MEIJIEHHO TPOHUK K HEH B POT,
ette 60IbIIE 3aBOMAS €€ CBOUMHU PUTMUYHBIME JBUKEHUSIMU.

CTpacTh BCUBIXHYJIA C HEMBICIUMOM CujIou. OHU CTaIy OBUTaThCS B TAKT APYT APYry, Tpemela OT
06e3yMHOr0 KeJlaHus, CKPEITh KOTopoe He Mornu. OnHa pykKa AjleKca HakKphljia ee Tpydb, BTOpas
IpuaepKUBaja ee 3a CIUHY, KOTAa OH C CUJIOW IpuXKaJ ee 6efipa K cBoei Bo30yxKaeHHOU 1I0TH. C
ry6 Mer copBascs CTOH, ¥ OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO UCTEKaeT Bjaroi. OHa IOMHHUIIA, KaK
BOCTOPZKEHHO ¥ 6eCCTpalIHO MPUHUMAJIO AJIeKca ee TeJl0 ¥ KaKoe JIMKOBaHKe OXBATHUJIO TOTIa ee

Oy1Iy.

Anexkc IIpH2KaJl €e K OePEeBY U CTaJl IIOKPBIBATE IIOLENIyAMHU IIEI0. On OTOABHUHYIJI BOPOT IIJIallld, X Mer
IIOYYBCTBOBaAJId, KaK €ro0 IIOIeNyU CIIYCKAIOTCA BCe HUZXKE U HUXKE K J'II/I(I)y mnaThsa. OHa BBITHYJIa
CIINHY, 0e3MOJIBHO YMOJIds1 €ro He 0OCTaHAaBIIMBATHCHA.

Ee pyku CKONb3UIIHU 10 CIIMHEe AJleKca, OLIyIasi HalpsiXKeHHbIe MBIIIITE, KOTOPHIE 32 BPEMS €ro
IIOCTIeTHUX CKUTAHUM cTanu ele Kkpende. OH BeCh ObII ITPOMIUTAH COJIHIIEM ¥ MOpeM. Mer
BOCXMIIIEHHO HabJTIoflala 3a HUM BO BCEM BEJIMKOJIETIMY TEMHOM U IUKOW CTPACTH, KOTopas Oynuna u
B Hel mogo0HbIe YYBCTRA.

Mer oT4YasiHHO TTOCTapaiach MPUKATHCS K HEMY MOGIMKE, HO U 3TOTO OBIII0 HegocTaTouHO. OHa
XO0TeJla IT0YyBCTBOBATh €T0 00HAXKEHHYI0 KOXKY, TSXKECTb €0 MOITHOTO TeJla.

C XpurisIM 3ByKOM AJIEKC IIpepBasl IoLesyi.

OH cMoTpen Ha Mer, HU CJI0Ba He TOBOPS, C aOCOIIOTHO HEIPOHUI[aeMBIM TALOM. O TOM, YTO TOJIBKO
YTO NIPOMCXOANIIO MEXKAYy HUMHU, MOXKHO OBIJIO [OragaThCs [0 ero pe3K0 B3ABIMAIOLIENCS U
OIIyCKaIIeNCcs rpynu.

- Ha aToT pa3 Huuero He Oynet, Mer. 1 He U3MeHIO CBOETO PEIICHUS.
- Ho nouemy? - Mer 0vi710 60JTbHO CIIBIIIATE €70 OTKA3. - f 3Hai0, THl XO04Yelllb MeHS.
- 4 u "He oTpuIaio 3Toro. Ho meno He B cTpacTy.

Cepare Mer yxke B KOTOPHIHM pa3 Ov110 pa3buTto. Ho B yeM, coOcTBeHHO, Aemo? OH X0UeT ee, HO He
HACTOJILKO, YTOOH XKeHUTHCS? B ra3ax 3aKuIesny cjie3sl. Y Hee 0CTaJICs TOJIBKO OIUH BOIIPOC.

- Tak, 3HauyuT, 370 npaspa? To, 4YTO Tl CKa3al MapKu3y XaHTIu? Thl COrJIaCUICI XXEHUTHCA Ha MHE
TOJILKO M3-33 MOET0 HacJeICcTBa?
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Mer u3yuasna ero 1ulo B HafieXk/ie YIOBUTh TaM XOTh MaJIeHIIuy HaMeK, YTO 3TO He TakK. Ho uum
CEKYHIHI, ¥ OTYassHUE BCe TIy0xKe TPOHUKANO el B AyIIy.

- YTo TH X0Yelnb OT MeHs, Mer? - 'onoc Anekca moKa3ascs KaKUM-TO YyKUM. XPUIIJIBIM U
HEeCTEeCTBEHHO HalPSIXKEHHBIM,

- [Ipaspy.
- TelI cnibllIana, 4To s CKalas JIopay XaHTau. [ToueMy Thl COMHEBaeIlbCs?

- ¢l momyMara, 9TO THI CHENaa 9TO Pafy MOEH 3AIUTH], YTO 3TO OblIa JI0XKb BO ClTaceHue. - Mer
ITPOHOIKasa OTYATHHO IEMIATHCS 3a COIOMUHKY. - MHe He XOTEeJI0Ch BEPUTh B TO, YTO ThI CKa3al
nmopay XaHTnu. CKaXu, 4YTO B TOM KOMHATe ObIT He T, Aytekc. CKaxH, YTO 5T He MOTJIa TaK
omuodaThCS.

Ero nurmo octaBanocs abComoTHO 6e3y4acTHEIM. MeT X0TeI0Ch BCTPSIXHYTh €0 Kak cienyeT. Kak oH
MOKEeT BOT TaK IIPOCTO CTOSITh 3[[€Ch ¥ OTBEPTaTh BCE, YTO OBITIO ¥, HECOMHEHHO, €CTh MEXKIY HUMMU?

- Anekc, moxarnyiicra, - Mer cxasa ero pyky, - 1 JOJIKHa 3HaTb.
- 9TO OEeUCTBUTEILHO UMeeT 3HaueHue? - ['010C 3By4ar riyxo.

- Kak TBI MOXKelIb TaK TOBOPUTEL? ITO 0YeHb BaKHO A1 MeHs! d oTmana Tebe Bce. - Mer riny00oKo
B3[OXHYyJa. - Y He roBopuia Tebe, 4TO ONHAXKAH! yKe Obla 00pydeHa.

ITUM IIPHU3HaHKWEM OHa €r0 Ollapalllnjia.

- 41 Oblyta TOTDA HAaMBHOM IIeCTHAAIATUIIETHEN OeBYIIKOM. CBOero KeHuxa 5 3acTajia Ha KOHIOIIHE,
TZie OH 3aHUMaJICS JII000BBIO CO CIIY2KaHKOU U XBacCTaJICsl, KaK OfMHaXK/bl CTaHET IJlaBoX KiaHa.

- 0O, Mer...
OHa mpemynpeXaamle MOJHIa PYKY U ITOKadaa TOJI0BOM:

- Het, He Hapio MeHS XKaneTh. ITO ObLJT XOPOIINHM YPOK, KOTOPHIM, KAK MHE II0Ka3aJIoCh, S XOPOIIIO0
BeIyumia. J moBepuia Tebe Oymyliee CBOEro KjaaHa, IIOTOMY UTO pasrjsfena B Tebe YTO-TO APYToe,
Anexc. HacTosimee.

OH oTBepHyJCcd OT Mer u ycTaBuicsa B TeMHOTY. OHa yKe IOYTH He HafesiaCh 4TO-TO YCJIBIIIATE,
Korga AJieKC 3arOBOPHII:

- 41 Bumen Tebs TOTOa y OBEPHU.

- 3HAy4uT, TH 3HaJI, YTO 4 CJIBIIIY Ball pa3roBop? - OT 9Tou goragku y Mer cTaso JIerko Ha fylie.
- 3Han. 1 xorten HanmpaBuTh TeOs K [xkerimu. [lymarn, 4To Tak OymeT mydlre.

- Ho mouemy? 4 651 moxpmanach Tebs.

- [Toxxpamnack? - A7IeKC TOPbKO yCMeXHYJICS. - Y Tebst 06513aTeIbCTBO Iepes KIaHOM, Thl JOJIXKHA
BBIUTH 3aMyK. COMHEBAIOCh, YTO TBOM OTELl 0OOOPUT TaKOM BHIOOP: MyXK, 0ObSIBIEHHEIN BHE 3aKOHA.
Ckaxu MHe TOJIBKO, THl He OepeMeHHa?

- OTO 4TO-TO U3MEHUT? - TUXO Clipocuiia Mer.
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- Mer...
- Hert, 51 He GepeMeHHa. - Mer ckKa3aja IIpaBay, XOTs €l 04eHb X0TeJIOCh CONraTh.
Amexc nepeBes fkIXxaHue, HO Mer He MOHsIa, 00pagoBasICs OH UIIK OTOPYHUJIICS.

- B TakOM cny4yae HUUETO He U3MEHUTIOCh. f He TOT YesloBeK, KOTOPHIM HyKeH TBOeMY KiaHy, a Tebe
II0-TIpeXKHEMY 3[eCh He MeCTO.

Ho Mer yxke Ob1710 Bce paBHO. [ TaBHOE, YTO OHa He OmK0Iach B HEM, HO, BCIIOMKHAs, KaKyio 60b el
IIPUILIOCH IEPEXKUTH U3-3a 9TOT0, Mer X0TeNnochk 3aKkprudaTh. OJHAKO BMECTO 3TOT0 OHa 00PYIIUIach
Ha Hero C THEeBHLIMU OOBUHEHUSIMU:

- Kak THl MOT TI03BOJIUTH MHE TIOBEPUTH B 3TY JI0Kb ¢ XaHTIU? [ToyeMy He HOBEPUIICS MHE U He
ocraBuJ BeIGopa? [ToyeMy He CKa3asl MHe, 4YTO coOupaenbcs Ha JIbiouc?

- YeM MeHblIIe NIofel 3Hano0 O 00 3TOM, TEM JIyUlIIIe.
- Moii oTtell cka3al TO XKe caMoe, - TOPbKO 3aMeTuia Mer.

- OH 6b11 mpaB. CBsI3b CO MHOM OmacHa s Tebss. Mou Bpard MOTJIM BOCIIOJIB30BATLCS TOOOM, YTOOBI
nopobpaThcst Ko MHe. Kpome TOTO, 51 He MCKITI04aJl IIaHca, YTO Thl MOXKeIllb CTy4aliHO ITPO00ITaThCs,
0Cco0eHHO y4YUTHIBas TBOIO ApyxkOy ¢ KemnOenmamu. {1 He OB yBepeH, YTO TH COTJIACHUIIILCS C TEM,
YTO 51 Ieslarn. Y Hac yKe ObIIM PAa3TOBOPH! Ha 3Ty TEMY.

- Kak TeI MOXKeIb TOBOPUTH TaKOe? - MerT, B CBOIO OUepeib, BOIINa B pax. - Most pofuHa - TOPHAs
[ToTnanpgus. 1 mpu3Hai0 TPYTHOCTH, C KOTOPHIMU CTAJIKUBAIOTCS TOPIIHI, HO 3TO BOBCE HE O3HAYAET,
YTO S COTJIaCHA C MOJIUTUKOU KopoJis. 51 OBl HUKOIIa He 1pefasia Tebs U He cuetana O6bl HUYEro BO
Bpe[ CBOEMY KJIaHY.

- A TO, YTO THI TPUBEJIA B HAIIl JTaTePh OMHOTO U3 JIIOfEN KOPOJIs, He TPO3UT BCEM HaM ONACHOCTHIO?
[TpucyTcTBHUe 3meck Kemmnbernna qoKa3biBaeT, YTO S HE 3PS IPOSIBIISIT OCTOPOKHOCTD.

OT BO3MyllleHUs Y Mer BCIBIXHYJIU LIEKHU.

- [I>KeMH CUIIBHO PHCKOBAJI, YTOOHI TOMOYb Tebe. M THI Jo/KeH mobnaromgapuTth ero. OH HUKOTOa He
npenacT Teos.

- Twl B 9TOM yBEpeHa?
- Ho Bemp 3T0 OH COOOIINII MHE O 3aTOBOPE IPOTUB TEOS.

- W 18I cpa3y noBepuia eMy? THl yBepeHa, 4To 3TO He 06MaH? Ero Ky3eH Apraui - CTpPaIIHbII
nmuneMep. KeMnOensisl oy4aT XOPOLIYI0 BEITOAY, €CIH [IKelMU CMOXKeT IPUBECTU CIofa KOPOJIs.

Mer IIOYYyBCTBOBaAJIa CTPaXx. Kak on mor IIoayMaThb TakKoe? XOTs B KaKOH-TO CTeneHu AJieKC ObII IIpas.
Mer ¢ YZKaCOM IIoAyMaJia O IIOCIIEOCTBUAX CBOETO IIOCTYIIKA. OHa HUKOTa He paCCMaTpHBalla
BO3MOXKHOCTD, YTO [I;KeiIMH MOXKET BOCIOIb30BaThCS InpenMyIliecTBaMu X ,'E[py}K6I>I.

Mer 3Hasa, 4To AJIEKC He IPaB B CBOUX ITOJO3PEHUIX, HO OHa IPU3HABAJIA €T0 KPUTHUKY 3a CBOU
0e3myMHBIE eHCTBHUS.

- O1o mpaBfa, uTo [IXKeiMy BEPEeH CBOeMY Ky3eHY, HO OH TOxke ropell. M Korma-To OBI7T TBOMM APYTOM.
4 He Takas, Kak Thl, AJIeKC, ¥ He UIIy U3MEeHHI 3a KaXA0U TeHbIO.
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- TakoB Mo monr. 2Ku3Hb MOUX JIIOJIefI 3aBHUCHUT OT MOEMH CII0COOHOCTH BUOETH, YTO CKPEIBAETCA B
TEHH.

Mer BcmbixHyTa. OHa 3HAJA, YTO cefyac OH AyMaeT O CBOMX Ky3eHaX. Ho oHa coBceM He 9TO MMeJla B
Buny. OHa ImpHuexasa Cioga, YToOB IOMOYb, JaXe OTIy HU4Yero He cKa3asla. Temephb 0Ka3aioch, UYTO
CBOMM TIOSIBIEHHEM 3[IeCh OHa, BO3MOXKHO, IIOJBEPIJIa PUCKY MpeOriBaHKre Amekca Ha ocTpose. Hy
TI0YeMy BCe IOIII0 He TaK, KakK OBIIO 3aAyMaH0?

- 41 TONBKO XOTeJa IOMOYb, - TUXO0 CKa3ajia Mer.

Amnekc mpoBes PyKoi 1mo BoysiocaM. YepT. OH CribIIas, Kak APOXKUT rojoc Mer, ¥ IIOHUMaJ, 9YTO OHA
TOTOBa pacIaakaThCs. EMy BOBCe He XOTeI0Ch OLITh Yepecuyp Pe3KuM, HO 3Ta CUTYaIlHs BHIOUIA ero
u3 Koneu. OH 3Ha/I, 4YTO Mer XoTena NPeaynpequTh ero, ¥ IeHUI 9T0, HO YyBCTBOBA Cebst
COBepIlIeHHO 06e33alUTHEIM, KOTIa OHa Oblla PSooM.

- Tel mpaBa, Mer, st momxkeH mobOnaromaputh Te0s1. Ecnu To, 4To cKalas [IKeWMu, NeldCTBUTEIbHO
IIpaBfa, TO OHU 3HAYUTEJIbHO IIPEB30UAYT HaC 10 YHUCIIEHHOCTU ¥, BO3MOXKHO, 3aMaHsT B JIOBYLIKY. -
Anexc B3s1 Mer 3a gpoxaliuii mon0opoaoK, ¥ OHa YaCTO 3aMoprasa, YTo0wl yOpaTh HelpolleHble
Ce3bl, KOTOPBIe ObIIM TOTOBH GPEI3HYTH U3 T'1a3. - Ho 9T0 He 3HAYUT, YTO 5 OMPABILIBAIO TBOM PUCK
u noBepsito [Ixkeimu. CKOPO HAaCTYNUT JeHb, ¥ eMy NPSAeTCS BHIOMPATh, Ha Ybel OH CTOPOHE.

Mer mocMoTpesia Ha Hero rjaa3aMu, MONMHKIMY ciie3. OHa BHITJISIeNa YCTaaoi u OJIeHOM, HO IIo-
npexHeMy Oblyla pekpacHa. Y 4epToBcKu coOMa3HUTEbHA.

- THI TOKKHEIIb OCTPOB Ha 3aKaTe C BePHHIMU JTIOObMHU. M He Bo3Bpallaiics HU IPU KaKUX
obcTosTenscTBax. Ilousana, Mer?

Mer kuBHYyIa B OTBET.
- A JIxxenmu?

- OH OKKMHET OCTPOB BMeCTe C TOOOH, IOl CTpaxel. S HamuIly TBOeMY OTIY 3alKCKY ¥ IOMPOIIY ero
3amepxkarth [Ixkeimu B [JaHKMHE Ha HECKOJIBKO JHel. K ToMy BpeMeHH BCe JOJIXKHO 3aKOHYUTHCS.

- A 9To moToM? - cripocuia Mer, IOTYNIUB Ija3a.

Arnekc eriBa He YIBIOHYJICS ee YMEHUIO 3afleTh 3a KUBoe. B omHOM ManeHbKOM 0e3001uIHOM
IIPeI0KEeHUU CKPEIBATIUCH MUPHA/Ibl BOIIPOCOB.

- Iloka He 3HalO.

OueHb MHOTO HEJIJOCKA3aHHOT'0 OCTaIOCh Mexknay HuMHU. Ho Anekc OB paf, 9YTo Mer Temneph 3HaeT
IIpaBfy, XOTS 3TO elle 60JIbllle YCIO0XKHSAIO 1 6e3 TOT0 HEMPOCTYIO CUTyaluio. Ecnu Okl MOKHO OBLIO
BEPHYTH Ha3aj BCe CI0Ba, CKa3aHHble MapKu3y XaHTnIu. CerogHs OHa y3Hasa IIpaBay O TOM
37I0CYaCTHOM pa3roBope. Y Ayekca He ObIJI0 HaMepeHUs OepequTh ee CTapyio paHy, OH TOJIBKO XOTe
CHITPATh Ha ee JoJre mepeq KIIaHOM.

Anekc Bumen, Kak Mer pacnpaBuiia IJIeYd U MOAHSIIA MOoAO0POOOK, YTOOE BCTPETUTHLCS C €T0
B3TJISIIOM. MATKUI TyHHBIA CBET 0TOpachIBas IIy0OKue TeHU Ha ee JUI0. AJIeKC 3HaJ, YTO OHa
cobupaeTcs cKa3aTh, U XOTeJI OCTaHOBUTH ee. Ho OBIJIO yKe IO3HO.

- 1 nro6r0 Tebs, ¥ TH 3HAEIb 3TO, - MATKO CKa3aja Mer.
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9T0 OBIIM CJI0BA, KOTOPHIE JTy4lle Okl OCTaIUCh HECKa3aHHBIMH.

Y Anekca cxXKaJoch Cepalle, OH He MOT OhIIaTh. THICAYU MBICIEN IIPOHECIIUCE B €70 MO3TY - 0
Oymy1ieM, 0 CEMbe, O CYACTERE.

Me}K,uy HUMHK OOJIbIIIe He 0CTaJIOCh JIXKH, BCe CEKPETEHI OBIIH PACKpPHBITHI, OCTaJIaCh TOJIEKO I'OJIad
IIpaBAa. Mer mo6uTt ero. Ho oH He OLII TOTOB YCIIBIIIATh 3TU CJIOBA, IIOKA HE BEIIIOJIHUT CBO€ 3aJaHNeE,
IIOKa He CIIPABUTCA C IIPOIIJIBIM. BOpﬂCI: C OXBATUBIIUMU €r0 3MOIIKUAMU, AJIEKC CMOT IIPOU3HECTH
TOJIBKO OJHO CJIOBO B OTBET:

- Hert. - On npuxan naner k rybam Mer. Mer u3meHusach B JHIle.

- TToka HeT, - moOaBuT ANIeKC, TOHUMAS, YTO J0IKeH 00bsICHUTHCS. OH B3I ee 3a PYKH H,
npubIu3uB K cebe, HEKHO ITPOBEJT IAJIbIEM TI0 ee IieKe. - Thl 3aciyKuBaelsb 60JIbIIe, YeM S MOTY
IpenIoXKuTL TeOe MpIMo ceryac. - B ero ronoce 3By4asno coxajeHHeE.

- Kaxk y Te6s moBopaunBaeTCs S3bIK IPOU3HOCUTH TaKue CJIoBa? f 3Hal0, 4TO 10 KpaliHel Mepe He
6e3pa3nuyHa Tebe. Thl He CMOXKEIh TepeydenuTh MEHS B 00PaTHOM.

Anexc yneIOHYIICS, TTOKA4YaB I'OJIOBOM B OTBET Ha ee HEeMPEKIOHHYI PEITNMOCTE:

- {1 maxe He CTaHY IIBITAaThCA. Ho ceitgac, Mer, 3Toro HegoctaTouyHo. C TBOUM IOSIBJIEHHEM Ha
JIpiorCe 5 MOHS, KaK BaXKHO /I MeHs 3aKOHYHUTh BCe TO, YTO S Hadall.

- [lazxe HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MOKeIb MOruOHyTh? ECu HE 0T PYK KOJIOHKUCTOB, TOTHA OT PYK
Hyrana?

- [Ta. Ecnu yX BhITafieT TaKOM XKpeoOuii.
- Ho...

- 51 obemraio, YTO MOOPOBOILHO He coaMcs. Ho, - AjleKc 3aMo4ai Ha MTHOBEHHE, - 9TO BCE, UTO S
MOTy IT000eIaTh ceiyac.

- [Touemy?! - BocknukHyna Mer. Ee rna3a cBepkanu OT THEBA. - 3aUyeM KepTBOBaTh CBOUM OymyImIuM
panu npoutoro? Tebe HUYEro He HAMIO [OKa3kIBaTh MHE UM KOMY-TO OIPyroMy. - Mer xoTesna
IIOHATH. - Pacckaxku MHe, YTO CIIy4UJIOCh C TBOUMU Ky3eHaMu.

- Heuero paccka3sbiBaTh. CaMoe I'JIaBHOE TH YK€ 3Haellb.
- Ho s xouy ycnbIaTh 3T0 OT TEOS.

- 3ayeM? - AyeKC M04yBCTBOBAJ YK€ 3HAKOMOE COIIPOTUBJIEHNE, KOTOPOE BO3HUKAJIO B HEM KaXKIbIH
pa3 Ipu YIOMUHAHUY 3TON 60Ie3HEHHOM OJIs1 HETO TEMHI.

- fl Xouy OHATE.

- Xopottio. - AsleKC 0TBeJI B3I, - 1 PyKOBOAWII TOM CXBaTKOM C NMogbMu [lyrana. Y Hac OBIIO0
IIPEeUMYyILeCTBO BHE3AIHOCTH, a S UM He BOCII0JIb30BaJICH.

- A TBOU Ky3€HBI?

- OHU He MOJIXKHEI OBIITM YyMepeTh. f oTKa3ascs caathesi. [0poCcTh I0HIa CTOMIIA UM XKU3HU. - Y
Anekca [IpOTHYJ T0O0C. - f MOCTOSTHHO IPOKPY4YMUBalo 3TOT MOMEHT B CBO€i royioBe. Eciu 65 MOXKHO
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OBLIO BCe BEPHYTH Ha3aj U MIPUHSATEH APYTOe pelleHue...
- Tel 3HaM, 4TO 3amyMan [yran?
- HeT, KOHEYHO, HeT.

- Torga mouemy TH BUHUIID ce0s? Tl IPUHSJ TO pellleHre, KOTOPoe OBIO ONTUMAaJIbHEIM B TEX
o0cTogTenbCTBaX. 4 3Ha, YTO He NOJIKHa Oblna Ipue3xkaTh clofa. [[KelMu Ipenynpexknaai, YTo
Te0Oe He TIOHPaBUTCS MOe BMellaTeabCTBO. Ho 3T0 He moTOMy, 4TO g He Bepio B Te0s1, Anekc. [IpocTo
TaKoe BaxXHOe COOO0IIeHNe 1 HUKOMY He MOIJla JOBEPUTE.

- Trl He momnkHa Oblyla IpHUe3KaTh cioma, Mer. 4 3Ha, YTO TH XOTeJla IIOMOYb, HO TeOe OYeHb OIIacHO
3Mech HAaXOOUTHCS. A MHE HEBO3MOXKHO OBITE 3[IeCh, PSIOM C TOOOI.

Arexc HU 0 4YeM He MOT AyMaThb, KOTla OHa Oblsla Tak 01u3kK0. OH cropain OT XeJlaHus 00HAThL ee U
mo6uTh. Ho 0TBIeYEHME OT IJIaBHOW 3afla4yy, Pagu KOTOPOM OH 3[IeCh, MOTJIO CTAaTh POKOBOM
omubkoi. CaMo ee IPUCYTCTBUE PSAIOM CBOAUIIO AJleKca C yMa, IIOBEPTaio ero CMepPTETbHOMY
PHUCKY.

JIyHHBIU CBeT 3allyTaiCsd B IPAAAX ee BooC. Pyka Anekca CKOJIb3HYJIa I10 €€ 3aThIJIKY U 3aphlIach B
T'YCTHIX BOJIOCaX. B ero Teje ¢ HEMCTOBOU CUJION BCIBIXHYJI OTOHB XKeJlaHus. AJIeKC XOTeJI COpBaTh C
Hee OfleX[y U MOKPHITH NOLeIysIMU KaXKIbIM AI0MM ee IIeTKOBOM KoxXu. Eciiu 0oHa He yefeT 0TClofa,
OH NpeHe0peKeT OMaCHOCThIO U YCTYIHUT CoOJIa3Hy.

- 91 He MOTy HU 0 YeM AyMaTh, KOT{la THl CO MHOM, - XPUILJIO ITpou3HecC AJeKcC.
- He gymai, - mpomenrtana Mer.

Ee Teno cTpeMuiock eMy HaBCTpedy, Tasijio, Kak BOCK CBeYH, fIpa3Hs AJleKca YyBCTBEHHBIM
npu3biBOM. ET0 0XBaTHIIa IPOXKE JKeJIaHus, ¥, HECMOTPS Ha X0JIO0OHEIN Beuyep, Ha JI0y y Anekca
BBICTYIIMJIM KallJix moTa. KpoBh mIymMeria B ylllaX, OH YyBCTBOBAJI Kap B Iaxy. Bo30yXoeHHas IJI0Th
TpeboBaja yooBIeTBOPEHUS.

Anexkc OTCTYIIXII Ha IIIar Ha3af.

- A momxen. OT MeHsI 3aBUCHUT cynb0a monei, Mer. HeyXemnu Th JefiCTBUTENIBHO XOUEeIllh, YTOOH 5
Opocun Bce? bpocun cBoux Nofei, KOTOpPhEie 3aBUCAT OT MeHs? Kak e s CMOTy BO3TJIaBUTh TBOU
KJIaH IIOCJIe 3TOT0?

Mer cMoTpena Ha Hero, yIpsIMO OTKa3blBasiCh IpU3HABaTh IPaBay.

- Tol OB cMOTT1a OPOCUTH CBOYM KJlaH, CBOM 003aHHOCTH? - IIPOAoJizKam Anekc. - HeyxKenu TH X04elllb
3aCTaBUTh MEHS CHejlaTh TO, Yero He chejaellb cama? - Mer cMoTpesia Ha Hero Tak, CJIOBHO XOTeja
TIOCTIOPUTD, - YIPSIMYIO OEeBUOHKY IepeybequTh ObI0 Helerko. - 91 cpaxkaiock, Mer. ITonuTtuka
KOpoJIst Ha JIblorce HeCIpaBe/InuBa, U s He MOTY CTOSITh B CTOPOHE U HA0J0OaTh, KaK UCTPEOIISIIOT
MO pofi. §1 MOJIKeH BBIITOJIHUTE CBOM MOJIT IePel CBOMM KJIaHOM TOYHO TaK JKe, KakK Thl JOJIXKHA
BHITIOJTHUTE CBOM TTEPe]l CBOUM.

Mer moHsiIa BCe, 0 Y4eM OH roBOpHJI. B rima3ax 3abmecTenu Cie3Hl.
- Ho s He MOTy BHIUTH 3aMyX 3a [[KeuMu.

Anekc IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI obneryenue ot 3TUX ciaoB. OH BCe elle He MOT IIOBEPHUTHL, YTO OHA OTKa3adJla
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KeMnﬁemly. OH 6BI1 IMOpaxKeH, HO O4YEeHb JOBOJIEH.

- KoHeuHO, He MOXKelllb, - HEeXKHO corjacuics Anekc. - Cendac He Moxkellb. - OH KOCHYJICS
nasnblamu ee ry6. - Ho THI BHIIEIIb 3aMYXK, €CJIU NOJIKHA.

«Ecnu s YMDPy». 3TH CJI0Ba OCTAJIMCh HEJOCKa3aHHEIMM, HO AJleKC 3HaJl, 4To Mer Bce MOoHSIa.

- Tebe HaIO OTOOXHYTH, IO PACCBETA OCTAJIOCh COBCEM HEMHOTO. - AJIeKC CBUCTHYII, U CPa3y Xe U3
TEMHOTHI TIOSIBUITACH HECKONTBKO YeJIoBeK. AJIeKC TIOATONKHYI Mer BIepen U CMOTPelI, Kak OHa
HCcYe3jIa C 3TUMH JIIOObMH B TeMHOTe. Takas ke TeMHas IPOIacTh OblIa Y HETO B AYyIIIE.

['maBa 22

CnagocTHO-TOpPbKKE BOCIIOMKAHaHUS. HeyxkKesnu 9To Bce, UTO OCTaHeTCs B ee XKu3HU? Heyxenu Anekc
YMpET U OCTABUT €€ C 3TUMU MUMOJIETHRIMHU BOCIIOMUHAHUSMHU O JTI00BH, Y KOTOPOU HaXke He OBII0
IIIaHCA PACIPABUTh KPHLIbS ¥ BOCHIAPUTH? OCTPOe YYBCTBO PA30YaPOBAHHOCTH U OIYCTOIIEHHOCTH,
CMeIllaHHOe ¢ 00UIOM, TOMUJIO e, HaIllOIHss BooOpaxkeHre MyUYUTeIbHEIMUA 00pa3aMu, Tpa3Hs
HEOCYIIeCTBUBILIECHCS Me4YTOM, HEYAOBIETBOPEHHLIM KejlaHueM. Mer moHuMara, 4To Anekc npas. OH
He MOT IIOKHHYTH JIbIOMC TOYHO Tak Ke, KakK OHa He MOTJla OCTaBUTh KjlaH 6€3 PyKOBOOAUTETS,
KOTOPBIY TOMOKeT ee Opaty B Oyaymiem. [Ipyroro Beibopa He OblI0. AJTEKC TOMXKEH TOMOYb CBOEMY
KJIaHY 3allUTUTHCS OT HamageHus KOJTOHUCTOB. biaropogctso. Cuma. 'opgocTs. Hu omHO U3 9THX
IIPEBOCXOMIHEIX KaUeCTB HE COIPeeT ee HOUbIO B mocTenu. Ho Mer moHuMara, 4To He MoIbusia Obl
YyeJioBeKa, y KoToporo ux HeT. OHa Bce IMOHMMaJIa, HO OT 3TOTO eX He CTaJIo Jierde OCTaBIISITh ero
3mech. OcobGeHHO Teleph, KOTHa OHa 3Hana, 4To Anekc moburt ee. I1ycTh OH He cKa3an 00 3TOM, HO B
rayOuHe OyIIN OHa 3Haja, 4To 3T0 TakK. OH He XOTeJN CKa3aTh el 0 CBoeil JT00BY, II0Ka OBl CBSI3aH
00513aTEIECTBOM, IIPY BHITIOJTHEHUU KOTOPOTO MOT MOTHOHYTh. Mer Teneps yxkKe 3Haja, I04eMy OH
IIBITAJICSI OTTONKHYTH ee Toraa. Ho moHuMaHue He IIPUHECIIO el TOKOS ¥ He YMEHBIITHIO YyBCTBA
IIYCTOTHI OT HEYIOBIETBOPEHHOT0 XKeJIaHusI, TeP3alolero ee OyIy.

Ona 6Gosbllle Yaca MeTalach I10 UMIPOBU3UPOBAHHOM IIOCTENIN, IPEeXK/ie YeM pellna, 4To
CYIIEeCTBYeT JIUIIb ONUH CIIOCO0 YCIIOKOUTh e HeYTOMOHHOCTE. Y Hee 0CTaBajioCh Majo BpDeMeHH,
yKe oYty paccBenio. OHa MOHUMaJIa, YTO 3aBTpa y HUX He OyoeT BO3IMOXKHOCTHU MOOLITh BMecTe. Y
Arnexkca fiena, a OHa He CTaHET eMy MelllaTh. 3aBTpa OHa IIOKMHET OCTPOB, KaK OH IT0XKeJsaJj, HO HOYb
IIPUHAMJIEeXKUT TOJIBKO eH.

Mer oCTOPOKHO ITPOKpasack Yepes Jlareph CHSIIUX BOWHOB, CTapasch He TOOECIIOKOUTE TEX, KTO
CTOsIJI Ha CTpaxKe. YX0ofs BCe Jajbllle OT HOYHOT0 KOCTpa, Mer 3agpoxkasa 0T X0JI0JHOI0 BO3AyXa U
IIJIOTHEeE 3allaxHylla Ijiefl, KOTOPHY OHa HaKWHYJIa II0BEpPX HOPOXKHOro mi1athsa. OHa cTapasach He
AyMaTh O TOM, KakK el )KyTKO B TEMHOTEe OJHOU, HO He MOrjla YCIIOKOUTh TPEBOXKHOT0 CTyKa CcepAla B
rpyau. Mer 1ijia 110 y3KOU TPOIIMHKE Yepe3 3apOoCiiv AePEeBLEB TyHa, Kyaa OTIIpaBuicsa AJekc.
HecMmoTps Ha TpeBOry u CTpax, OHa IIOHKMMaJla, 4YTO el II0Be3J10, UTO AJIeKC 3aCTYIHI B IIePBHIU
KapayJl 4 BpeMs 3TOro KapayJsa HefaBHO ucTekio. Ho oH He BepHyca. To, 4TO OH HaMEPEHHO
IIOCTYTUJI TaK, YTOOLI OBITH OT HEE IIOfIAJIbIEe, HE UMEJI0 3HAUYEHHUS.

Ee nnaH HeBO3MOXKHO OBLIIO OCYIIECTBUTL B IIEPEIIOJIHEHHOM JIIOObMU JIarepe.

YeMm panbiie Mer yxonuia OoT KOCTpa, TeM 00JIblile el IPUXOOUIOCH NelCTBOBATh Ha OIIYIIb,
npoOupasich 10 TEMHOMY JTaOMPUHTY Y3K0i TPONUHKYU. BeTKa 1lapanHyia el IeKy, Mer 3afoXHy1ach,
OombIlle OT HEOXKUAAaHHOCTH, YeM OT 60/11. BHe3amHo 4bs-TO pyKa IPUKpPLLIa €X POT, 3ariymias
HEeIIPOU3BOJIbHBIHM BCKPUK. Mer oxBaTui yxkac. OHa MOMbITanack IOBEPHYTHCS U 0CBOOOIUTHCS, HO
OKasasachk IJIOTHO IPUKATOM K TeJly TOT0, KTO yepXKUBaJ €ee.

- HT-11-111!
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Mer 3aMepIia, YCIIBIIIaB 3HAKOMBIH I'0JI0C.
- Tuxo. Ecnu THL HE X04elllb, YTOOBI KOJIOHHCTHI O6py1HI/IJII/ICB Ha HalllK I'OJIOBHI.

Ero Temmnoe mpIxaHMe BBI3BaJIO APOXKE B Tesle Mer. OHa KMBHYJIa B 3HaK IOHUMaHUS, U OH 0CIabum
CBOIO XBaTKy, HO He OTIyCTUI ee. Temeps, KOToa OHa HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOUJIaCh, Mer y3Halia 3HaKOMBIE
ouepTaHus KPenkou Gurypsl y ce0si 3a CIUMHOM U efiBa Pa3IMYKUMBIii 3aaX MOpS ¥ COJHIIA.
Hacnaxpmasice ero 61u30cThio, Mer mpuKaachk K HEMY, ¥ Ha 9TOT pa3 HacTajla ouepenb Anekca
nonaBuTh B cebe cToH. Ho oH He ormycTusn Mer, onacHOCTh Oblyia COBCceM OIIH3KO.

Mer npucinyIanach, X0Ts ¥ He IPeCTaBIIsAIIa, YTO e# yrpoxkaeT. IIpolo HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT, X OHa
yCIbllIana ObICTPRIE IATH TPYIIH JTI0feH, IPOIIeAIInX TPUMEPHO B MATUAECSATH PyTax OT TOTO
MECTa, TIe OHU CTOSITH. IIpoIIo elre HECKOJIbKO HAMPSXKEHHBIX MUHYT, Tpexkae yeM AeKc
pas3BepHyJ Mer K cebe:

- YTOo TH 37ecCh Aesiaelllb?
- 41 He Morna caTk. - Mer IpOUTrHOPUPOBAla ero pasrHeBaHHLIM TOH. - OHM MCKalIu Hac?

Arniekc cMOTpel Ha Hee, IPULIypuB rina3a. O4eBUOHO, pelllasl, BHIIJIECHYTh CBOM THEB WU
mpupepxkaTh. Mer cTosina nepem HUM, He OTBOMIS TJa3.

- Ila, Kaxable HECKOIBKO THEW OHU IIOCHIIAI0OT CBOIO Ppa3BeKy, - OTBETHUIL Arnexkc.
- ¢ He 3Hana, 4YTO OHU MOTYT OBITH TaK OJIM3KO.
Anekc 663p&3J’II/I‘-IHO IIO2KaJl ITIJiedaMu:

- 71 Hac 3TO MPOCTO HETIPUSATHOCTE, He 00bie. MBI BHIHYXKIEHH TePEeMeIaThCsi, HO OHM HUKOTIa
He TIPUHYXKIAI0T Hac K 6010 Ha Hale# Tepputopuu. OMHAKO MBI HOJKHBI OBITh TOTOBHI, €CJTH BOPYT
OHU TIPUMYT PellleHrne aTaKoBaTh HAC.

- Oun Ha6J'IIOI[aIOT 3d BaMH, HO IIPEAIIOYUTAT CPAXKATBCA IO IIPUKPEITHEM KPEIIOCTH.

- Ta, - KUBHYI AJIeKC, - HX CHJIa - B 000POHUTEILHOM IO3KUIIHH, ¥ OHH HE CTAHYT PUCKOBATH U
HaagaTh Ha Hac 3meck. Ho ecu OB THI lajla MM 3HATh O HAIleM IIPUCYTCTBUH, OHU ObI HEIIPEeMEeHHO
TIOCTapaIuch yOUTh HAac 000ux. TH He OTBETHIIA HA MOM BOIIPOC: ITOUYEMY THI 3[eCh?

Mer BCHIBIXHYTIA, MBICTIEHHO PafysiCh, YTO AJIeKC He BUJUT ee Peakluu u3-3a TeMHOTH. OHa chenana
ry0OKMii BOOX, HallOMUHAs cebe, UTO 9TO ee eNMHCTBEHHBIN IIAHC, ¥ COeJala 1ar K HeMy.

- Xo4y IOMpPOIATLCS, - OTBETUIAa Mer, OTKMHYB I'0JIOBY Ha3afl, YTOOBI BCTPETUTLCS C €T0 B3TJISIOOM. -
HaemguHe. 3aBTpa TaKo# BO3MOXKHOCTH MOXKET U He OBLITh.

- M=l yKe BCce cKasanu Opyr Opyry, Mer, - B300oxHYyJI AJleKcC.

- Pa3Be? - OHa monoxwuina pyku AJIeKCy Ha Ipyab. - 4 Tak He OyMalo. - AJIeKC Hampsrcs, HO He yopat
ee pyku. [Tpuo6ogpuBImch, Mer mpoBenia pyKo# 110 ero TPYAu ¥ CO3HATETFHO OCTAHOBUIIACH, KOTHA
PyKa KOCHYJIaCh IJIOCKOTO KUBOTA. IIPOBOMIS MasbIlaMy TI0 Peibe(HBIM MEIIIAaM, OHa YyBCTBOBAJA,
KaK OHM HAMpPSITaloTCS OT ee MPUKOCHOBEHUH. MeT Ipa3Huiia ero, CIyCKasiCh BCe HIXKe U HIXe, HO
He TIePexomns 4epTy.

Anekc efiBa ciepXkKHBaT CTOHHI, PBYIIHECS CKBO3b CXKaThle 3yOrl. Mer yiaeI0HYIach, v Hee
npubaBuIock cMenocTy. OHa KOCHY/Iach r'y0aMy OCHOBAHHUS IIEW U MTOKPhLIa JIETKUMU IIOLeTy MU

Cepaue He JKeT 174 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

BCIO III€IO.

- MHe KaXkeTCsl, Mbl MOKeM CKa3aTh APYT OpyTy Oonbie. HamHOTO Gomnbire. - YTOOH TIONTBEPOUTD
CBOIO TTPABOTY, OHA KOCHYJIaCh PYKO# ero BO30yKIEeHHOH MI0TH. Eif XOTeIoCh OIIyTUTh BCIO CUIIY €0
TPOOYOUBLIENCST CTPACTH, HO... TOKA HET.

- YepT, - mpoperyan Anekc. OH mepxkas CBOM PYKH 0 60KaM, ¥ TOJIBKO 110 B3AYBIIKUMCS MBIIIIIAM
MOZKHO OBIJIO OIIPEieNIUTh, KaK CII0KHO eMy CepXKHUBaTh CeOsl.

Ee ry0Onl mpoponKany UCCIENoBaTh 11el0 AneKca, KOHYUK S3bIKa IIPUKOCHYJIICS K MyIbCUPYIOIIEN
JKUIKe. AJIeKC IIPOmOJIKal COXPaHsATh caMooOaganue. Mer 060xKajla BOCXUTHUTENIbHEIN apoMaT MOpsi,
COJIHIIQ, KOTOPHIM HaMKTaJacCh ero Koxa U KOTOPHIY HallOMUHAJI €i COJIeHBIM BKYC MOPCKOro Opu3a
Ha Ckae.

- 41 He cBaTou, Mer!
Mer 3axuxukasa, IOCMOTPEB BHIU3 U BOCXUTHUBIIUCH CUJION €0 KeJlaHU.

- briarogapu Bora 3a 3T0, 3T0 Oblna 6B OTEPS. - OHA YKpagKoy 001KU3HYIa BEPXHIOW I'y0y. -
YynoBuiuHas moTeps.

Anexkc u3gan 6071e3HeHHBIH CTOH, OUeBHUIHO, He B COCTOSIHUY BOCTOPTaThCS HEITOUTUTEIIbHBEIM
1oMoOpoM Mer.

- ThI He X0Yelllb 3TOrO, - IIpomenuil OH.

Ecnu OBl 0H 3Hal, Kak ceiyac omubaeTrcs. ODHO 0CO3HAHKE TOTO, KaK OH BCITIBIXHYII OT €€
IIPUKOCHOBEHUS, CBOOUIIO Mer c yMa. Ona 3aJ0XHYyJIaCh OT CJIagOCTHOI'O YyBCTBa, KOTOPOE€ aiCKUM
IIJIaMeHeM OXBaTHJIO HU3 2KNBOTa U TpGGOBaTIO YIOOBIIETBOPEHUI.

Mer c6pocua ¢ mied miel, KOTOPEH TYT XKe yIaj Ha 3eMJTI0, PEIINB, YTO CETONHS ero Teno OymeT
corpeBaTh ee OT xorofa. OHa MOTSHYIAaCh K HeMY U 00HsI/Ia 3a IIel0, IIJI0THO IPUIKABIIUCH K €TI0

TpyOu.
- 91 HUKOTra HUYero He X0TeJla TaK CUJIbHO, KakK Tebs ceifdac, - 4eCTHO IIPU3HAJach OHa.
Anekc HepemuTeabHO 00HAT Mer.

- 9TO HUYETO He U3MEHUT, - cJ1a00 BO3pa3usl OH.

Mer npuxarna naneln K ero rybam.

- Huxkakux obelanuii, MOMHUIIL? f TOJBKO X04Yy IIOYYBCTBOBATh TBOIO IIJIOTh BHYTPHU CBOETO TeJla.
Eure onuH pas.

Takol OTKpOBEHHOM ITPOCHOLI OBIJIO OCTATOYHO. HanpsxkeHue yneTy4unock u3 ero rena. OHa
no0enuiia, X0Ts, 10 IpaBe TOBOPS, OH He CIIUIIIKOM aKTUBHO CONPOTUBIISICS. B 9TOM MOMeHTe
IIPUCYTCTBOBAaJa ONpefeieHHas 0oy Hen30eKHOCTH, KOTOPYIo HU Ajlekc, HU Mer He MOTJIH
m10O0POTE.

Arnexkc nouesosan ee, U Mer mogymasa, 4YTO cerndac ee cepalle pa3opBeTCs OT CUYaCTh4.
HeonpeneneHHoCTh, Tep3aBiias Mer mociegHre HeCKOIBKO Heeslb, PaCTBOPUIACEH B
BOCITOMHUHaHUSX. CUaCThe 3TOT0 MOMEHTa OyIeT KUTh B ee cepalle BeyHo. Celyac OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa
cebst OoJlee pacKpernolleHHo, 601ee cBOOOOHO, YeM pexkae. AJIeKC IeMOHCTPUPOBAJ i CBOIO
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71:000Bb HEXKHBIMHU 00BSITUSIMH, HAIIOPOM CBO€T0 KeJTaHuA. STy m000Bb OHA YHMTaja B €T0 B3rJIAge.

TToreny# memnancs Bce Topsdee, 0 I03BOHOYHUKY Mer mpoOexkaja HeBOJbHAsA Opoxkb. ETo poT Obin
TOPSTYMM ¥ TPeOOBaTEIbHEIM, €T0 CTPACTh Y2Ke KHUIIeNIa, IOJorpeTas ee 000IbCTUTEIbHEIMU
IIPUKOCHOBEHMSIMU. MerT Ka3ajioCh, YTO €e TeJI0 CTAJI0 MOJAT/IMBEIM ¥ MIATKKMM, KaK Talolllas CBeua,
3aCTaBJIsAs ee MOJTHOCThIO OTIAThCS BO BJIACTh HEYTOJIEHHOTO, JABHO CAEPXKUBAEMOTO KelaHusI. Mer
Iaxe He MMOI0O3peBasa, YTO 3TO BO3MOXKHO, HO UX CTPACTh CTaja elle u3odpeTrarenbHee u rioyoxe. Bo
BCEM 9TOM OBIJIa KaKasi-TO HeXKHasl TPOTaTeNIbHOCTh: 9TO OBIJIO eJUHEHHE He TOJIBKO UX TeJl, HO U
cepmetr.

Ero HeyMonuMbIM 000JIbCTUTENBHEIN POT TBOPHUI Yymeca. ETo A3bIK 00BUBAJI €€ A3HIK, Apa3Hs,
nopoxkpas 0akeHHbIe OILIyIeHus, B0O30yXKaas CTpeMJIeHNe UATU BCe Jablie. Mer 4yBCTBOBaa,
Kak MyJIbCHPYyeT KPOBb, KaK HOET ee TeJI0, Cropalollee OT ero JIacK. ANeKC Apa3Huil ee KapKuMu
IIPUKOCHOBEHHUSIMU, CTapasiCh B35Th BCE, UTO OHA MOrJia gaTh eMy. Ee HaCTOIbKO 3aXBaTUII 3TOT
JKapKWH, OTHEHHBIN ITOTOK JIF000BHOM UTPHI, UTO AaXKe ABIIIATh CTalo0 TPYAHO.

Ona 4yBCTBOBAJla HANPSAKEHHO BHICTYIAIOUIYI0 MYXKCKYIO IIJIOTh ¥ XOTeJla IIOCKOPEee OLIYTUTh €€ Y
ce0s BHYTpU. Mer CTpacTHO XKfajila IPUKOCHOBEHUS €T0 PYK, HO MIOHKMasa, YTO AJleKC cliepKuBaeT
ce0s, cTapasich KOHTPOJIXPOBATh MOIIHYIO BOJIHY BOXKJIENIEHUs, KOTOpas I'po3uja HaKpPhITh UX C
TOJIOBOH.

Tuxuil CTOH COpPBAJICS C ee MOIYOTKPHITHIX T'y0, KOTfa pykKa Ajiekca KOCHYyJach ee rpynou. Yepes TKaHb
TJTaThSI €T0 Tasel] Halllya BECTYIaouui cocok. Ho Mer OblI0 HEIOCTATOYHO 3TOTO, € XOTEI0Ch
00HaXXUThH CBOIO YIIPYTYIO TPYOb, YTOOR TOUYBCTBOBAThH CBOASIIIEE C YMa TEIIO ero pyK. Kaxmas
KJIETOYKa ee TeJla HaTlOJIHUIACh XKeJlaHueM.

Anekc oTopBasics oT ee ry0 u ynaeIOHYIICS. XUTpasi, XUIIHUYECKash YXMbIJIKa, KOTOopasi HoKHa Oblla
CTaTh AJIS Hee MpenynpexRaeHueM.

- He Tak 6vicTpO, MOst moporasi. 4 co6upaioch BOCIOIb30BATHCS KAXK/ION IOCTIeTHEH MUHYTOM
TEMHOTEL.

Y Mer y4acTuioch IbIXaHue, KOTa OH BCTAJI Ha KOJIEHO U PACCTEJIUI ee Ile] Ha HeOOJIbIIOM
y4acTKe Mxa.

- Kak O8I 51 XOTeI IpeoXuTh Tebe OpyTyio IOCTEb!
- Bce u Tak mpekpacHo, - 0TBeTua Mer.

Y 3T0 melcTBUTENBHO OBIIO MpeKpacHo. OpUruHaIbHOE JI0Ke MO HePeBbsMU. XOTS IS TII000BHEIX
HacJaxaeHui ¢ AnekcoM nr060e MecTo IoKa3anock Obl el paeMm.

Korpga HakoHeIl UMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHOE JI0Ke OBIIO TOTOBO, OH CTaJl pa3Bs3bBaTh IIHYPOBKY Ha IJIaThe
Mer. HexHo mpuKacasich K Hel, AJIeKC He CIellla pa3feBasl OeBYIIKY, T00ysICh OTKPLIBAIOIIEHCS
Harotou. Mer 3appozxkara, I04yBCTBOBAB Ha CBOEU pa3ropsA4YeHHOU KOXKe IIPOXJIafHbBI HOYHOU
B031yX. COIIPOTUBIASACH XKEeJITAHUIO IIPUKPHITHCS, OHA MOAHSIIA Tla3a, YTOOH YBUAETh €T0 PEAKIIHIO.

Anekc xkagHO CMOTpPeEeII Ha Hee, KakK TOJIOOHBIM YeJI0BEK Ha YCTaBHeHHbIﬁ POCKOIIIHBEIMHU ACTBAMHU CTOJI.
B rmasax CBETHIIOCH BOCXHUIIEHUE.

- Tel npekpacHa, Mer.

U kak Hu CTPaHHO, BIIEPBEIE Mer IIOBEPHJId, YTO 3TO IIPABAA. Kakas O JEBYIIKA He ITIOYYBCTBOBAJId
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ce0s1 KpacaBulle, KOrma HaCTOSIINI MyKYHHA ¥ BOMH C TAKUM HCKPEHHUM 0002KaHNEeM
Pa3TIIALIBAET ee HaTrOTy, OTKPOBEHHO JII00YeTCs er0?

Korga Anexkc KOCHYIJICA HEXXHOU OKDPVYTJIOCTH I'PYyOH, Mer 1mokKa3anock, 4TO OHa ceirdac ImoTepsgaeT
co3HaHue. Pa3Be OH He BUOUT, UTO Tep3aeT ee CITafilOCTHOU MYKOfI7 Mer He Morya 60sblie
COEPZXKHNBATh OPOZXKDE KEJIaHU .

- Y 1e6s kpacuBas rpyab. - OH B35 B PYKY IIETKOBUCTYIO OKPYTJIOCTh BEICOKOH YIIPYT O TPYAH,
CJIOBHO ITOTPOTaj HepacImyCTUBLINICS OyTOH LIBeTKA. - Sl HUKOTga He 3a0yny, Kakas Thl CJlagKas.

Mer npuKphIIa ri1a3a, I03BOJIUB Marn4eCKOMY TEIlTy PA3IUTLCS II0 BCEMY TeJy U PACTBOPUTHCS B
HeM 0e3 ocTaTka.

C HesiCHOM yNbIOKOM AJIEKC HATHYJICS, ¥ ero POT KOCHYJICS BO30yKIOEHHOI'0 HEBUYHEI0 COCKaA.

- M-M-M, He yBepeH, YTO 3TOr'0 HOCTaTO4YHO. - OH 3aphUICS JIUIOM B ee TPYyOb, llapanas KoJoue
6opomoit HeKHYI0 KOXKY U IIPOO/IXKas CIaflko MyUYUTh €€ KapKUMU IIPUKOCHOBEHUSIMU CBOUX
ropsiyux ryo.

HacnaxneHue IpoH3a0 ee clagkou 00Jbi0, 1 MeT BHITHYJIACh B OTBET Ha €T0 [Apa3HsIlre JIaCKH.
- Arnexc... - IpOCTOHAaNa OHa.
- CKaxu MHe, 4ero Thl XOUElllb.

Ona CTpaCTHO MedYTalla, YTOOBI OH YTOJIXUII TOMJIEHKE, TE€P3aBIlIee €€ TeJlo. Mer, KOTOpasd He Jie3Jia 3a
CJIOBOM B KapMaH, CMOT'JIa BRIJABUTH JIMIIb OOHO CJIOBO:

- Teb4.

9Toro OBITI0 [OCTATOYHO. Ero ry0bl COMKHYIHCh BOKPYT HaINPSIKEHHOTO COCKa, ¥ BeCh MUD [y Mer
Ky/la-TO IPOBANUIICS. AJIEKC TIOCTEIIEHHO MTOIBOAUII €€ K CAMOMY Kpato Oe3[IHbI, K KeJTaHHOMY
0CBOOOKIEHHUIO OT TeP3aBIIeH MJI0OTh CTPACTH.

Anekc maxe He IMOHO3peBas, 4YTo o6amaeT TakuM 3amacoM Teprnenus. O boxe, Mer Oblta
coBepIneHHa. Takas TporaTejbHasi, HexkHasl, rTu0Kas. Takass UCKPEHHSS B CBOMX YYBCTBaxX. AJIEKC He
MOT TTIOBEPUTH B TY PAfOCTh, HET-HET, B TO CYACThEe, KOTOpOe momgapuiia emy Mer. OH mepecTant
6opoThcs ¢ cympOoii. Mer co3fmaHa IJisl Hero, IpegHa3HayeHa ObITh PSAIOM C HUM. YeCTh 0CTaeTcCs
YeCThI0, HO OHA He MeIllaeT UM OBITh BMecTe. CeromHsi, ¥ 3aBTPA, ¥ BCIO XKU3Hb.

Mer gpozxana OT HeTepneHus. AJIeKC IIOHUMaAJ, 9YTO TeP3aeT ee, HO He Toponuics. OHa Toxe
Ipa3Huia ero CBOUMU IPUKOCHOBEHUSIMHU, U B TOT MOMEHT CJIETISAIIUN TyMaH HEIIPeog0IuMOI0
JKeJaHUs OKyTasl ero. KpoBb Oypiuia B BeHax, B [TaXy CJIaflOCTHO 3aHbLI0. EMy X0Tenoch mocKopee
BOH3UTHCS B HEe, IIOTPY3UTHCS B TEIIIO ee MI0TU U IOTHOCThIO OTAATHCS BO BIACTh
BCEIIOTJIOLIA0IIero XKeJlaHusi, KOTOPOe I'PO3UJI0 IOXUTUTE ero OyIy.

W TonmpKo 0mHO YOepZXKUBaiIo Anekca. OH mo6uT Mer u OO/IKEH MoKa3aTh, HACKOJIBKO CUIbHO. CHOBa
1 CHOBa. YTOOBI Kaxkaast MHHYTa 3alledaTjieslaCh B €ro IIaMATH.

f3bIK Tackan Bo30YKIEHHBIH COCOK, BOMpasi CIagKuil MeJOBBIM BKYC ee KOXHU. OH MPOIOKUIT
IOPOXKKY U3 IOIEe/IyeB K XKUBOTY MeT, a PYKH OIIYITbIBaIU KazKIbli 13rub ee Tesa, OT BEICOKOU
IIBIITHOM TPYAX K TOHKOM Tanuu u y3KuM 6empaM. OH 3a0bIjT, KaKOW MaJeHbKOM U U3SIIHOM Obl/la ee
¢urypka. Ero pyku B CpaBHEHHUHU C €€ Ka3aaucCh IPOCTO OTPOMHBIMH.
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AJiekc BCTaJI Tepef Hel Ha KOJIEHH ¥ CKOJIb3HYJI SI3LIKOM B[IOJIb IIEIKOBUCTOH KOXKH BHYTPEHHEH
TIOBEPXHOCTH Gempa. Mer 3alOXHYIach OT OUIYIIEeHUH, 3aipoKalia ¥ TAXOHBKO OXHYNA. [Ipas3HsIIui
3alax XeHIIWHE 000CTPHIT €T0 YyBCTBa, HATIOIHUB CTPACTHHIM XKeJTaHHUEM.

- Anekc, 4to... - Bo3amoxHo0, Mer morafanacsk, 4TO OH CO6I/IpaJ'[C5{ COeJlaTk.

OH mpepBaJt ee BOIPOC, KOCHYBIIXCH SI3BIKOM Pa3ropsiyeHHoH mioTu. OHa UCTeKala BJIaroi, Bce ee
CYIIEeCTBO OBIIIO TOTOBO IIPUHSATH €70, PACTBOPUTHCS B HEM. Mer 3aMepiia, IOMBITABIINCh
IIPOTECTOBATE.

- Bce B nopszke, Mer, moBepbCcs MHE. f X04y BKYCUTh KaxKIbIU AIOUM TBOETO TEJa.

Ero macku CTaHOBHUJIMChH BCe HHTUMHEE, OH IPa3HUII ee [0 TeX Iop, II0Ka Bce ee TeJo He
COIOPOTHYIO0ChH, OalaHCUPYS Ha TPAHK 9KCTa3a. AJIeKC OCTAHOBHUIICS, © Mer BHOBb H3[aja
IIPOTECTYIOLIHH BO3TIac, HO Ha 9TOT pa3 COBCEM II0 IPYTOMY IIOBOY.

- Thl IO-IPeXHEMY XOYelllb, YTOOH! 1 ocTaHOBUICA? Ckaxu, Mer.
- l'ocriogu, Her!

Amnekc mpOIOIKHUII CBOM JIAaCKU U II0OYYBCTBOBAJI €€ I'OTOBHOCTE K aOCOJIIOTHOM KanUTYISaIud. Mer
u3Maja HU3KUM XPUTLIEIN CTOH YIOBOJIBCTBUS, ¥ Y AJleKca BCe C3KaJoCh B TPYOX OT OCO3HAHUS
YIOBOJIbCTBUS, KOTOPOE OH €M [MOoCTaBiIsAl. EMy X0Tenock IPOQINTh 3TOT MOMEHT U 3Ty HOYb HAaBEYHO.

Teno Mer Hanpsriock, ¥ Ayekc 3HaJs, Kak OHa 671u3Ka K paspspgke. Mer BCKpUKHYJIA, BHITHYBIIUCE
HaBCTpeuy ero jackaM. Ho Anekc He cobupasics craBaThCs TaK OBICTPO, BEObh OH TaK [OJITO XKasl
3TOT0 MOMEHTA.

OHa HMKOTa He BHIJIsIeNa IpeKpacHee, yeM ceivac. OOHaxKeHHas, C Pa3MeTaBITUMHUCS TI0 IJIeYaM
KaIlITaHOBBIMU NIPSIASAMU M OeI0CHEeKHOM KOXKel, ITI0P030BEBIIEN OT CTPACTU. [10ypacKpHITHE ajibie
ryOBl, IPUIyXIIIKe OT eTo IolenyeB. TsaKesble BeKY, B3TJIAL 3eJIeHBIX I'/1a3, UCIIOIHEHHbIN KeJlaHus.
STOT B34 MPOH3as Anekca [0 TJIyOuHb TyIIN.

- { HMKoOTrOa He MedYTana...
- TebGe HpaBUTCA? - AjleKke cTapasics OBITh CEPhE3HBIM.

- Ho THI ke caM 3Haellb, YT0 MHe HpaBUTCS. M 1mo-MoeMy, o4eHb 0BOJIeH co0oi. - [IpuTBOpHas
CepBhEe3HOCTH MCYe3ria 3a Aep3KOM YXMBIIKOH. - Ho g monarato, 3To 3aC/iyKeHHO.

- Cracu0o0. - Anekc ybpar c ee Julla yIaBIIUK JTIOKOH.

Mer yneiOHYIack eMy B OTBET, HO IIOTOM B €€ T'Jla3aX IPOMEJIbKHYJIO TI000mbITCTBO. Ee B3rnsy
CKOJIb3HYJI 110 U1y ANeKca, CIIyCTUJICS HUXKE U yrepcs B BO30YXKIEHHYIO MI0Th... AJleKca OXBaTHII
’kap. Ee B3r/1sig TBOPUII C HUM YTO-TO HEBEPOSITHOE. YTO OHa 3agyMara?

Ynribka ucyesna ¢ nuiia Anekca, OH 3HaJl, YTO OHA 04eHb ORICTPO coobpaxaeT. [1ysbc 3amMep, I0OTOM
PE3KO y4aCTHIICS, KOTrfia Ha ry6ax Mer oH 3aMEeTHJT YYBCTBEHHYIO YXMBIJIKY.

- Tenmepb Most 0Yepenb, - 3asiBUJIa OHa. - UHTepecHOo, CMOTY JIX S 3aCTaBUTh TeOSI B3AMOIUTHCS?
Amnekc Hanpsrcs, He cMes. HaflesaThCH.

Mer cHsina uepes royoBy ero py6amky. Bocxuienue, CKBO3uBIIIee B €€ B3TJsAAe, 00BYHO
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B030YyXK a0 ero, HO OH yKe OBII OXBaueH OrHeM OT ee o0elraHuii. [IpHKOCHYBIIUCH K HEMY, KaK K
Yymy, OHa C TPEIeToOM II0YyBCTBOBAJIa, KaK OH Bech 3aMep. Ee pyku OiyKpmanu 1o ero Tpynu,
YYBCTBYS HAIPSIXKEHHYIO HEITOIBUAKHOCTD €0 MYCKYJIOB, CKOJIb3HYJIM BHU3 U OIIYTUJIU CTaJIbHEIE
MBIIIIIIEL JKMBOTA. AJIEKC TOYYBCTBOBAJ IPOXKb €€ MasIbIeB, Korma Mer paccTeruBaia IpsiZKKY PeMHS,
yIOEepKUBABIIETO €T0 IJIell, HO 9TO GBIJI0O HUUTO 110 CPABHEHHUIO C TOW OPOKBI0, KOTOpas 6uia ero
U3HYTPH.

Arekc TIOMOT e, IT0Ka OHa CHHMMaJla C Hero OPIOKH, U IIPeiCcTall epel Hel BO BCEM BETUKOJIEIIUH
MY2KCKOM KPaCOTHI, 0KUOast ee peaKkLuy.

- Bor o710 ga! - Mer 3aMepria OT BOCXUIIIEHUS, PaCIINPUB I'Jla3a. - ITO MOXKET 0Ka3aThCs TPyHHEE,
yeM f fyMajia. - Thl Beb KPYIIHBIA MyXK4UHa, Aa? - Y Hee BCIBIXHY/IN IeKU. - 4 UMero B BUAY - BO
BCeX MecCTax.

Arekc 3acTaBui ce0s KHUBHYTE B OTBET. <<,]Z[a, 49epT BO3bEMHU. Uc Ka}KﬂOﬁ MHHYTOﬂ 9TO CTAaHOBHUTCSA BCE
O4YeBHUOHEE.

Mer mOTpOHYJIAaCh PYKOM MO €ro BOCCTABINEH MIOTH ¥ BOCXUIANACh, KaK OHA CTajla pacTd y Hee Ha
r71a3ax, XOTs Ka3aJioch, YTO yxKe Oonblne HeKymaa. Ha n0y y Ayekca BHICTYIIMIIN KallJly TI0Ta, OH
CTapaJics He IyMaTh O TOM, YTO OHA Celdac BEITBOPsiia. M TONbKO obeljaHue eirne 60IbIIeN THITKA
yOepKUBaJo ero OT B3phIBA. AJIEKC 3aCTOHAJI, HO He CTajl OCTaHaBIUBaTh Mer.

OHa nackajia pyKaMu T'OTOBYIO B30PBaThCS IJIOTh, IOTOM OIYCTHJIACh ITepefl HUM Ha KOJIeHH. ITO ObIn
CaMbIi YyYBCTBEHHBI MOMEHT B KM3HU Anekca. TOIbKO HECKOJIBKO [II0VWMOB OT/IEJNISITI €€ OT
BO30YyKIEHHOM IIJI0TH. AJleKCa OXBaTHUJI 2Kap OT OJHOM TOJILKO MBICJIM O TOM, YTO OHa cobupanach
cenyac caenars.

- Mer...

Ero ronoc gporayn. Ecnu oHa X0Tesa 3aCTaBUTh €T0 B3MOJIUTHCS, TO €1 9TO yaanock. OHa u3Besna
€ro, OTIJjIaTHIa eMy TOU XKe MOHEeTOM. JTa XKeHIMHa MOIJla IOCTaBUTh ero Ha KOoJeHu. B rmasax
IIOTEMHEJIO OT CTpacTu. YepT mobepH, oOHa XkKe 3Halla, Kak eMy XOYeTCs 3TOro.

- O l'ociogu, Mer... - cHOBa IpocTOHAJ AJIeKC, KOTja OHa IIpoBeJia A3bIKOM OTHEHHYIO JOPOXKKY I10
€ro IIblIaloen IIOoTH.

Anexkc YEePThIXaJICA XU CTOHAII, 3allyCTHUB PYKH B €€ MEJIKOBHCTEIE BOJIOCHL. Haxkoner oxa yCIbIIala
ero MOJI9aJInBYyIO MOJ'ILGY 1 o0XBaTuIa Fy@aMI/I ero MyzxKCkKoe JOCTOMHCTBO. Amnekc yYTpaTui
CIIOCOOHOCTD MEICJIUTE, Y HETO IMOAKAIINBAJIMCh HOTH. On yYMeD 1 BO3HECCS Ha Hebeca.

OHa J1acKaja ero ¢ HeBUHHOU ITOXOTHIO, IPEBO3HOCS €T0 TEJIO, eT0 MYKCKYI0 CHJIY TaK, KakK TOJIbKO
Oblyia crioco0Ha BEIPA3UTh CBOU YYBCTBA B AHHEIA MOMEHT.

Amnekc THXO 3aCTOHAJI, He B cujax 0OJIble COepKuBaTh ceOsi, ¥ 3acTaBUII Mer 0OCTaHOBUTHLCS. XBAaTUT
C HETO0 3TO¥ U30IIPeHHOM NHITKYU. [IIlyMHO mbiia, OH 00XBATUII PYKaMU ee JIUIO U OMYCTHUJICS Iepe[
Hell Ha KojleHu. OHa Oblla MoX0xKa ceryac Ha pa3BpallleHHOTo aHrena. YyBCTBO YIUBUTEIbHOM
HEXKHOCTH 3aXBaTUJI0 AJleKCa, OH HUKOTTIa B KU3HU HU K KOMY He ObIl Tak 6JIM30K.

Arnekc MenieHHO onycTuI Mer Ha pa3fioXKeHHBIU IJIe] U OCTOPOXKHO HAKPHLI ee CBOMM TeJIoM. Ero
YYBCTBEHHHIE YMeJIble PYKU BEeJIU ee BCe Haslbllle U Aajbllle K BepiinHe ctpacTu. C ry6 Mer cpriBaics
TUXWI LIETIOT, B ee TJla3ax ropes 0e3yMHbIM oroHb. OHa Oblna 0/113Ka K MUKy 01aKeHCTBa, Kak,
BIIpOYEM, U OH caM. Mer 3acToHasa, Ha 3TOT pa3 'POMKO, U AJIeKC IPUKPELI el POT PYKOX U BOLIE B
Hee OIHUM MOIIHBIM ABMKeHreM. OHa IPUHSTIA ero ¢ 0aXKeHHBIM CTOHOM. HakoHeI-To 0CcTpoe [0
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00711 KeJlaHue, OlLTyIIeHHe IIYCTOTH OBITIO 3aMl0JIHEHO er0 TEIJION, TSXKEeJI0N, TBEPAOH MIO0ThIO.
Anekc Ben ce6s1 04eHb OCTOPOXKHO, TIOMHS, KaKasi OHa y Hero MajieHbKas.
- 41 xouy Te0s Bcero, - mpoienTtana Mer, poyuTaB ero MeICIH. - He cmepxkuBait ce0s1, Anexc.

OHa He 3HaeT, 0 YeM npocut. Ho B3ryisy 3eeHbIX IJ1a3 IPOXKUTAJl €0 HAaCKBO3b, 3aCTaB/IAS OTKPHITH
caMyl0 TeMHYIO U Heu3BelaHHYI0 4acTUUKy ce0s. [Ipexpe 3T0 He ymaBaaoch CoenaTh HUIKOMY. YT0-TO
IIEeJIKHYJIO B TOJI0Be, ¥ AnieKc Gosibliie He Biiafesn coO0H.

OcTtamnoch TonbKO 6e3yaepkHOe KellaHue 001afiaTh €10, IOMUYUHUTE ee cebe - BCIo, U OYIIY, U TeJO.

E#t Ob1sI0 fTapoBaHO JoNroXkaaHHOe OnaxkeHCTBO. OH Harn eit Bce, OKyTaB HEBLIPA3UMBIM
HacllaXkXgeHUeM, 3aTOIJISAS OIIYIIeHUIMHU TaKOM CUJIBL ¥ OCTPOTHI, YTO el M0Ka3asioCh, YTO OHAa TePsIeT
co3Hanue. OH man Bce, KpoMe obeanus 6yayIero.

Mer 3Hana TOIBHKO, YTO OHA 3HQYUT AJIS HEeTo. AJleKC 4YyBCTBOBaJI, KakK pacTeT HalpsixKeHUE B €T
Telle, KaK y4alllaeTcsl JbIXaHue U 110 TeJy Mpo0eraeT ApoxKb, IpeaBelas 3aKII0UNTETbHEINA CIIa3M.
OH 3arisHyI B r71a3a Mer, MBITasICh HAUTU TaM ofgoOpeHue. UTO-TO IOYTH CBSIIEHHOE 03apHIIO UX,
PAcTBOPUB MOCIEIHNE COMHEeHUs. BoiHa HeBeposATHOM aiidopuu o06pyuIuaack Ha Anekca.
OpHOBpEMEeHHBIM KPUK BOCTOPTa BhIPBAJICSA Y 000UX, 3aCTaBUB UX 3aMEPETh Ha CEKYH[Y U
IIOYYBCTBOBaTh HEBEPOSTHOE BEJIUKOJIEIIE ITOT'O CIIUSHHUS.

Mer nopyMmarta, 4To, OOJIKHO OBITh, yMepa. OHa He cMoria Obl IBUTAThLCS, laXke ecyiu OBl OT 3TOT0
3aBucesia ee xu3Hb. OHa HUKOTIa He YYBCTBOBAJIa TAKOTO U3HEMOXKEHUS ¥ HaCHIIIeHUS
OTHOBPEMEHHO.

AJexkc ier psioM C Hell. Mer cBepHYyJach B KIy0OK, ITOJI0KKB I'OJIOBY €My Ha IPYyOb U CIyllas TIyxue
yoaphl ero cepana. Anekc 00HSTI ee M KPEIKO IIPUKall K CBOeMy Tely.

Ony Mom4anu, ClioBa Ka3aluch 3[eCh COBCEM HEeyMECTHBIMHU.

Mer HUKOTI[Ia He ITOl03peBaa, KaKas CHjla KpOeTCs B ee TeJle, CKOIbKO B HEM 9HEPTuu. AJeKc
YyeTHIpE pa3a MPUBOOUI €€ Ha BEPIIUHY 3KCTa3a. A OHa JyMalia, 4TO HE CMOXKET COOJIa3HUTh eT0 Ha
3TO CHOBA.

Or aToit MbICTIM Y MeT efiBa He OCTAHOBHUJIOCH cepAte. [Ipyroro pa3a MOTJI0O HUKOTHA He ObITh. ATIEKC
Ipenynpenusl ee, HO OHA HUKOIIa He 0XKHKala Takoro. To, YTO MPOU30III0 MeXIy HUMH cerdac,
OBLIIO ITOX0KE Ha CyMacIllecTBHe, HO OHO He OTMEHSIJIO ee 3aBTPAIllHero OThe3a.

Mer IIPUKPHIJIA I'Jla3a U CTalla CIYIIaTh, KaK CTY4YHUT CepALe Anekca. OHa X0Tejla 3alIOMHUTD 9TOT
MOMEHT HaBCeraa.

3aBTpa HACTYIUT y2Ke COBCEM CKOPO.
['maBa 23

OHHU CHOBa 3aHUMAJIKCh TI000BLIO0 B OOIPSIIe PaHHKE YacCkl PaCcCBETA, KOTHa IIepBhie TyYu CBETa
IIPOH3aJId TEMHOTY HOYH. BO3MOKHO, 9TO OBIIIO HEIIPABUILHO, VYUTHIBAS HEOIIPEIeIeHHOCTh UX
Oymyiero, HO Ayrekc 6oibiie He MOT O0OPOTHCS CO CBOMMHU KeJTaHUSIMHU.

OH pa3bymun Mer moliienyeM, IPOTOHSS COH C ee I'JIa3 HeXKHBIM MPUKOCHOBEHUEM I'y0 U sI3hIKa.
[TeIKast TOJI0MHAs CTPACTh HOYM IIepepocya B MeJIeHHY10, YYBCTBEHHYIO HeTy TI000BHUKOB. Ha aToT
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Pa3 OHHU IIPpedJaBaJInChb M00BY MeOJIEHHO U caM03abBEHHO.

OH c HaclnaXaeHWeM U CTPACThIO JIacKall ee HeXHYI0 6apXaTHUCTYIO KOXKY, 1IeJoBaJl Ipyas. Mer
HeXXUJach B €ro jlackax ¥ OypHO OTBedasa Ha HUX. AJIEKC BOIIEJ B Hee MeMIJIEHHO, He OTPHIBas Ijia3
OT JIMLIA, XKeJlasd 3allOMHUTH IOPO30BEBIINE OT YIOBOILCTBUA LIeKU, OJIECTALINe OT cUacThs rina3a. O
3aMep Ha MCHOBEHHe, YyBCTBYs, KaK pa00Tal0T MHIIIILI BHYTPH ee Tella, X He CIIyCKall ¢ Hee Ina3. Ee
M3yMPYOHEIH B3I IPOCBEYUBATI €r0 HaCKB03b. OH He MOT ABUTaThCd, XKeas 3aledyarseTs B
IIaMsITH OLIyIleHUe ee COBEPILIEHCTBa BO BCEM.

Anexc pBuTancs MeOJIEHHO, HE TOPOIISICh YBeIMYuBaTh TeMil. Y TonbKo Korga Mer 3akphiia riasa,
TpUOIHM3UBILUCE K BEPIINHE CTPACTH, AJIEKC YBEIMYUII HMHTEHCUBHOCTD IBUXKEHUM, YTOOBI HOCTHYb
KyJIbMUHAIIMK BMeCTe ¢ Hed. Takoil CUITBI 9KCTa3a OH He MCIIBITHIBAJI HU Pa3y B XKU3HU. Bce ero
CYIIECTBO 3alloJIHKA JII000Bb K 3TOM XKeH1uHe. OH ¢ 6/1arofapHOCThI0 ¥ HEKHOCTBIO CXKall ee B
CBOUX OOBATUSX, TOHUMAS, YTO MOXKET ITOTEPSTH 3TO 3a 0YE€Hb KOPOTKOE BpeMsi, KOTOPOe
noTpebyeTcst Bpary, YTo0Bl BHITYCTUTh CTPETy UIN OOPYIIUThL YOap Meda. AJIEKCY XOTeJIOCh, YTOOH! UX
CNUSIHYE [IUJIOCh BEYHO, HO HaXke ero 6e3yMHOM CHJIH XKeJlaHue He MOTJIO OCTaHOBUTH BOCXOL
COJIHIIA.

OH otnyctun Mer, 4TOOB OHA yCIIeNla BEPHYTHCS Ha OIpefie/IeHHOe el MecTo HouJlera, I10Ka He
ITPOCHYJTUCH OCTaNIbHbIe. XOTS BPSII I UM YOACTCS BCEX ONypauuTh. [[xKerMu, Arekc ObLT yBEPEH B
3TOM, TOYHO 3HaJI, rae Mer npoBesa 9Ty HOYb. Bo B3IJIsiie CBOETO CTAaporo Apyra Anekc mpoyesn
HeonoOpeHue U coepKaHHOe IIOHUMaHNe OIHOBPEMEHHO.

Bpems mpoiio oueHb ORICTPO. B CBSI3u ¢ mpeacTosmuM cpaxkenueM Anekc ¢ HeitnoM 0ombInyio
YacTh JHS ITPOBENH, Pa3pabaThiBasi HOBYIO CTPATErUI0 aTaKu. AJIeKC IIOCTOSTHHO Hepzkaj Mer B mmose
3penus. Korga n3peqka ux B3TIAObI BCTPEYANINCh, OH 3HAJI, 9YTO OHA, KaK ¥ OH CaM, BCIIOMHUHAET
IIPOLIEIIYIO HOUb, HO BpEMEeHU Ha pPa3roBOPH YKe He ObTo. Bce, 4TO HYKHO OBIJIO CKa3aTh, OBIIO
CKa3aHo HOYbI0. Mx Oynyliee, eClid OHO y HUX OBUIO, TeTeph IIOJTHOCTHI0 HAXOOUIOCh B pyKax
boxpux.

Ajlexc He 3HAJ paHkbIlIe, 94TO MO2KHO TaK CHUJIBHO JIIO6I/IT]3 KEHIINHY. Ho uTto-TO YOEPZKUBAIIO €T0 OT
TOT'0, YTOOBI IPU3HATHCS B 9TOM Mer. Bo3M0KHO, OH CUMTaJI, YTO 6€3 3THUX CJIOB eif OymeT jierye
JKUTH [aJIbIlle, eCIM OH He BepHETCs. A MOXKeT ObITh, IIPOCTO XOTEN CKa3aTh 00 3TOM, Korga 6yaeT
cB06GOIeH OT OpPyrux 06s13aTeIbCTB.

Korpga mpuiino BpeMst paccaXuBaThCs 10 JT0gKaM, AJleKC ImpruKasan Po00u u elle IByM IIPOBEPEHHBIM
BOMHAM COIIPOBOXKAATH IoOKy Mer. OH He MOT pa36packiBaThCs JIIOObMHU, HO ¥ PUCKOBATh
0e3omacHOCTBI0O Mer He uMesn mpaBa. Mer Bo3paxKaia, Ho AJIeKC 0CTaJICs HEIIPEeKJIOHEH.

HaxkoHell HacTaJio BpeMsi pacCTaBaHMUS.

Mer cTosina ofHa Ha KaMeHHuCToM Oepery, Habmofasi, Kak MYyKYHHEI IPY3ST JOOKHU. AJIeKC IIofoLIesn
K Hel, TOTOBSCh K TOMY, 4ero 00sijiCs C TOTO CaMOT'0 MOMEHTA, KaK OHa IOSBUJIACh 37ech. K
IIPOINAHHUIO.

OH 3arnsiHyn el B JIUI0, ¥ B TPYOU BCe CXKaloch oT Oomu. Mer cTapanach fepXkKaTbCs W30 BCEX CHUJ,
HO I'JIa3a BbIOABa/Id ee UCTUHHOEe COCTosHUE. B Hux Gnecrtenu O1u3KMe Clie3bl U 0TpaXkalcs CcTpax.
Arexc 3HaJ, 4TO OHa CUJIbHAs, HO ceiliyac Mer BHITJIAesIa TaKOM TPOTaTeIbHO XPYNIKOX, YTO OH efiBa
coepkascs, 4YTOOH He 3aKJII0YUTh ee B 00bATUA U He yTemuTh. OH 3HaJI, YTO He MOXKET CHelaTh
3TOTO.

OH He CO6I/IpaJ'[CH moru0aTs, IIOMMadaThk B IIJIEH UJIA IIPOUTPEIBATH 0oii, YZXK KOJIX Ha TO IIOIJIO.
CHIIIKOM MHOTO OH IIOTPATUJI CHUJI XU BpEMEHU PagXd 3TOIr0O MOMEHTa. Kaxkabiii BOMH 3HAET, 4TO mo0ast
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OuUTBa MOXKET CTATh [JIsi HETO IMOCTeqHeN. AJIeKC HUKOTIa He PacCyaan 00 3TOM, HO CUMTAI, YTO

TaKOBa IIeHa BLIOPAHHOM XKU3HU. Ho AJIeKCy ellle HUKOTHAa TaK CUJIbHO HE XOTeJIOCh KUTh, XOTS OH
TaK e, KaK ¥ Mer, MpeKpacHo ITOHKUMaJI, YTO OHM MOT'YT HUKOTa 00JIbllle He YBUOETh OPYT ApPYyTa.
OH oToTHan MpaYyHble MBICIIH. [IPOCTO 9TOTO HE [ONMKHO CIYYUTHCS.

OH x04eT XUTb ¢ Mer, 3alUIIaTh ee, 06JIETYUTH ee HOIIY ¥ IIOMOYb KJIaHy. Y HEro ImepexBaTHIIo
ropyo. ITogepkaTh B pyKax ux nepBoro pedernka. OH xoTen 3Toro 60biie Bcero Ha ceete. Ho
CHaydaJja OH [0JKeH 3aKOHUYMUTh TO, YTO Hayasl. [IoKa OH [JHIIUT, OH OyfeT 00POThCS IPOTUB
HecCIpaBeAIuBOCTH Kopons. U rae-To rimy0oKo B myiie AjieKC 3HaJ, YTO OH He CMOXKET XKUTh ¢ Mer
TaK, KaK eMy X04eTCs, ITI0Ka He PaCCYUTAETCS C MIPOLIJIBIM.

Anekc B3an1 Mer 3a pyku. HecMoTps Ha Temsioe yTpo, PyKu ObLIM XOJTOTHBIMU U CJIerKa ApOKaii.
- Ilopa, meBouKa.
Mer mo6ienueria, B ee rila3ax MeTajach IaHuKa.

- TTo3BoNIb MHE OCTAThCS C TOOOM, - B3MOIMIACh OHa. AneKkc 3amep. Mer y6uBasa ero. Pa3se oHa He
3HAEeT, KaK 3TO TPy[AHO A Hero? OH ToXkKe He XO0TeJl, YTOOl OHa ye3Kaja, eEMy He X0TeJIOCh
oTnyckaTh ee. Ho Anekc B3BeCuUJI BCe U 3HAJ, YTO 3[€Ch el 0CTaBaThCA OMACHO.

- Hert, - moxayas oH rojioBOH.

- Ho xena Helna 3mech, Kak, BIPpOYeM, U MHOTHE OPYTHE XeHHI, - 3allpoTecToBaia Mer.

- Y nux HeT BeIOOpA, 9T0 X OoM. Mx cpaxenue. Ho He TBoe.

- OTO He UMeeT 3Ha4YeHus. S He X0y OCTaBIISATh Tebs.

«H s He X04y OCTaBIATh TeOs». YKe BTOPOM pas OH Tep3aJl CBOe CepAIle, OTIIPABIAI ee 0T ce0s.
- Ho THI coenaenis 3T0, - TBEPAO 3aABUII ANIEKC TOIOCOM, He TePISIIUM BO3PaKEeHUN.

Mer cMoTpesia Ha Hero YMOJSIOIIAM B3TJIA0M, HO AnleKc Obln HempekyioHeH. OH X0TeJs, YTOOH OHa
OblTa B 6€30MaCHOCTH, IOfaTbile OT Hero. TOJIbKO TaK OH CMOXKET COCPeIOTOUYUTRCS Ha CBOEM feJe.

- TTolimeM, - cka3an Anekc, IofTalKuBas ee K jnogke. - [Topa. - OH Mo4yBCTBOBa 00erdeHre, Kormua
OHa IIocjIefoBaja 3a HUM, He CKa3aB HU CJIOBA.

Ero HOr¥ Ka3anuch CBUHIIOBEIMU, KaXKABIM IIar pa30uBaj Ha KYCKU eTo cepple. Anmekc momor Mer
CeCTh B JIOAKY U IOCMOTPEN Ha [IKelMu:

- 41 neHto TBOM nocTymoK. [ToHMMar0, 4eM 3T0 Moryo Ojis Tebs 06epHyThcd. Cniacubo, [IxenMu.
IxeiiMu MOT4a KWBHYJ B OTBET.

- [To3aboThCa 0 Hel, - mobaBul Afexc.

- TTozabouycs, - moobemran [IKeiMu, - TOKa THl He BEPHEIILCS.

Arnexc noBepHycsa K Mer. OH CMOTpeJI el B JIULO, CTapasiCh 3allOMHUTE BCe, faXe CaMylo
MaJIeHbKYIO feTanb. OT KPOIIEeYHEIX BECHYIIEK HA HOCY 10 30JI0TUCTOTO O1eCcKa, KOTOPHIM UCKPUJIUCH
ee 3eJieHble ria3a. OHa OblyIa TaKOW KPOIIEYHOM ¥ HEOORIKHOBEHHO JTIOOMMOM.
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OHYCKaHaCb HOYb, HaJlIeTeBIINN BeTep IIOOXBATHUIJI JIOKOH €€ BOJIOC. He 3a0yMEIBAACE, Anekc
3aIIPaBUII €T0 3d VX0, KOCHYBIIXCE IIAJIbIIEM IIMEKHU. Mer IIpKu2XKajacCh K €ro pykKe.

- 4 yBuxy Te0s... - OHa yMOJNK/Ia ¥ THXO 3aljakana. Y Ajekca pa3peiBaaoCh CEPIe.

HampsizkeHue B TPYOU POCIIO U CTAHOBUJIOCH MMPAKTHUYECKH HEBEIHOCUMEBIM. Kaxmas cle3uHKa,
KOTOpas Mafaja U3 ee rja3, 0T3kBalach OOBI0 B €T0 cepalle. B rpymb CI0BHO BOH3UIK OCTPHIN AUDK.
He o6parmasi BHUMaHUS Ha 0N BOKPYT, AJIeKC HeXKHO morienoBan Mer. Ero ryOb 3agepxKanuch Ha
MTHOBEHIeE, CTapasiCh HaBCera 3allOMHUTH BKYC ee I'y0. [ToroM oH B3sim Mer 3a mog6opooK u
3arJIsHY B I71a3a.

- Twl yBUguUIIb MeHs, 11060Bb Mosi. CKopo. - OH He MOT ITOKa3biBaTh CBOM COMHEHUS.

Jlogka oTuanuma ot 6epera. Betep pactpemnan Boyockl Mer, 1mo 6/1eIHBIM IleKaM HeHCCSIKaeMbIM
TIOTOKOM TEKJIH CJIe3bl. AJIEKCY XOTeJI0Ch OTBEPHYTHLCS, HO OH 3aCTaBUII Ce0s CTOSTh ¥ CMOTPETh, XOTS
60mb B TPy[M Bo3pacTaja C KaXKaoud MUHYTOM. ITo pagu ee 6e30I1acHOCTH, HallOMHuUJ cebe AJekc.

Ecnu Obl OHU BCTPETHUINCH B ipyroe BpeMs! Korpa ero xku3up He ObIIa ellle CBs3aHa ¢ 60pr0oi 3a
ocBoboxnmenue JIptonca. [1o TOro cpaxKkeHus B ropaX, KOT[a MOTUOIK eT0 Ky3eHHl.

Anekc ctucHyn 3y0Hl, Korfa 1ogka Mer ucdessa u3 1nojis 3peHus. «CKopo, 1000Bb MOSI».
HacTano BpeMs OTIIPaBUTh MPOIIIOE Ha ITOKOM.

I'mara 24

CyacTbe CTPOUTCS Ha yaaue u yrmopcTBe. Y [Iyrana MaknoHanma OBIJIO ¥ TO ¥ APYTOE.

CorHIle UCYEe3JI0 3a TOPU3OHTOM, GBICTPO HACTyIajla HOYb. A BMECTe C Hel OollycKasach cepast Byalb
TyMaHa, KOTOpas MOMOXKeT [Iyraiy B OCyIIeCTBIEHUH ero MaHa. TyMaH CKPOeT ITPOUCXOMSIIee B
MOpe OT TeX, YTO OCTaNuCh Ha 6epery. OH ynbiOHYyNCcs. CHOBa ymava.

CBeTa 0CTaI0Ch POBHO CTOJIbKO, YTOOBI 3aMETHTh IIPOUCXOAsIIee BHU3Y, Ha CKamucToM Oepery. Co
CBOEU BBIUTPHILIHOY MO3ULIUH, CIPATAHHOX CPEIU AEePEBbEB, KOTOPHIE POCIM BAOJIb I0KHOU YaCTU
¢uoppaa, Oyran Habmogan, kKak MaprapeT MakKWHHOH U JIIOAY €€ KjlaHa CaJUJIUCh B JIOOKY U
TOTOBUJIMCH K OTIIJIBITHIO.

Wponus cynp0wl, mopyMan oH. Mx yofKa OTIIbIBaIa, @ ero TOJILKO YTO Boila Bo puopa. Otocnas
IPOYb JeBUOHKY MaKKMHHOHA C ITOCHIILHEIM, AjleKCc MaKiay HeBoJIbHO fai [lyrany crnocob criactu
nouTH 6eICTBEHHYIO CUTYaIHIO.

Jltomu KOpOJIsl IPOSIBIISIA PacTyllee HeOBOJILCTBO HECIIOCOOHOCTRIO [lyrasa IpesoCcTaBuTh UM XOTh
KaKy0-TO oJIe3HyI0 nHdopmanuo. Ho Maknaynsl Tak TIIATEeIbHO KOHTPOIUPOBAJIH €T0, YTO OH He
MOT [la’ke yKa3aThb HOPOTY KOJIOHUCTAM B JIaTre€Ph MSITEKHUKOB.

Hyran He oxupnan, 4yTo Anekc u Helin Tak OBICTPO pacKpoIOT ero u3MeHy. [1epBrii pas ux QasbimBas
nH(pOpMaIIKs IoMelllajia EMy OPTraHKW30BaTh UX IOXUINEHNWE U ITOCTaBUIIa €T0 B OypPallKOe IOI0XKEeHNE
mepeq JII0ABMU KOpPOoJisd. BTOpoy pa3 ero oTIpaBUiIM II0 TIyIOMY IIOPYy4Y€eHUI0, U AJIeKC ITepexXBaTul
TIOCTaBKY ITPOMOBOILCTBUSA. IMeHHO Torfa u3MeHa [lyrasna Oblyla pacKpHITa.

Emy cremoBaso pacupaBUThCSI ¢ MaKyayIoM elre Ipy OBope, Koraa y Hero Obut manc. Ho yran 6wt
B PUCKOBAHHOM I10J10KeHuH. OH He MOT CHejlaTh 9TOro, He BeigaB ce6si. Temeps, Korma OH 3HAN, 4TO
MakJiaynsl pacKyCHUIM ero, HUUTO ero 00Jblile He CIepKUBalo.
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AreKc 3aCTaBUII €T0 BEIOMPATh, HA Ybel OH CTOPOHe, U Jlyras chaena cBoi BeiOop. OT
BO3HATPaXkIeHUH, 00eIaHHEIX KOPOJIeM, 0TKa3aThCs OBLIIO TPYAHO.

3Has, 4TO OT MakKaymoB OH He IONMYYUT HUKAKOM HHGpopMauuu, [yras MOHSJ, YTO NOJIXKEH UCKATh
ee caM, ¥ COCpPegOTOYHJI CBOU YCUIIUS Ha IlepexBaTe MOCHIIbHBIX. KTO 2Ke MOT MPEeANnoioXuTh, YTO
CJIeAYIOIIUM IMOCBIJIBHEIM CTaHeT Mer MakKUHHOH?

Teneps [lyran moayuyuT ux gBoux: Ajiekca ¥ 1eBYOHKY MakKUHHOHA.

OTa OpsiHb OTKa3aa eMy. Jlaxe cedyac, CIyCTs TPU Hemenw, [lyran He MOT ITOBEPHUTD B 9T0. 3Had,
YTO BECTh O r0 U3MeHe PACIPOCTPAHUTCS 10 Bcel TopHoi [II0TIaHany, OH COMHEBAJICS, YTO CMOXKET
Korma-HuOyob yoemuTh Mer mpHHSTH €ro MpefioxeHue o Opake. I[I09TOMy eMy CErogHS TOBE3JI0
BOBOMHE. Kak TONBKO OHA OKAXKEeTCS B €T0 PACIOPSIZKEHHWH, ee COTIache CTAaHeT COBEPIIeHHO He
BaXKHO.

OHa, momXkHO ObITH, BoOOpaxkaeT cebs BI0OIEHHOM B 3TOT0 yOionka. Ee oTKas TonbKo 106aBuI
Hyrany peumnmocty u36aBUThCS OT Antekca. U Mer MakKUHHOH CTaHET OTJIUYHEIM CPEICTBOM, YTOOHI
II0CTaBUTh Anlekca Makiiayna Ha KOJIeHH.

Cropas ot HeTepreHusi, [lyran BCKOYMIT Ha KPEIIKOro xkepebija, CTOSIBIIETO 3a ero CruHo#. OH
0002Kas MpHUydaTh K IOBOOBSIM TOPSTUYMX KHUBOTHHIX, TOYHO TaK 2Ke, KakK OH C YOOBOJILCTBUEM OymeT
ycMmupsaTh Anekca Makiayna. OH yxKe [iefiaj 3T0 pexfe, HO He 3aKOHYHUJI CBOIO PaboTy.

Temneps 9T0 GBI BOIpoC BpeMeHH. A [lyran Mor OBITh TEPIETUBEIM. OYeHb TEPIIEeNIUBHIM.
BosHarpaxpgeHue CTOUT TaKOro oxupanusi. OH TOMOXKeT KOJIOHUCTaM pa3buth MakyaynoB u
JUKBUOUPYET CTaphble HOJTY U3 COOCTBEHHOTO MPOLIIOTO.

Iyran mockKakas BO BeCh OIOP K JIOKe C BOOPYKEeHHBIMHU JIIOObMU €T0 KlaHa, 0XKHUAaBIIel Ha ApyTroun
cTopoHe HebombInoro puopaa. HuuTo Tak He OyAOPaXKUT KPOBb, KaK o0elllaHre XOPOIIel OXOTHL.

«$1 Bce BHIIEPXKY», - MOKJISITAach Mer, XOTS el Ka3ayioCh, YTO CEPAIle ee BRIPBAJIM U3 TPYOU U pas3dumu
Ha MeJIKKe KyCO4KHu. JIoflka BCe maJibllle OTIIIbIBajia OT 6epera, U 04epTaHus BEICOKOTO YeJI0BEKa,
HETIOJIBU2KHO CTOSIIEr0 Y KPOMKM BOAHI, TAsl/IM B OIYCKAIOIINXCS HOYHBIX CyMepKax. Mer He cBoauia
rj1a3 Cc TOr0 MeCTa, TTie OH CTOSJI, CTapascCh yaepKaThb €T0 B [10Jie 3PEeHUS KaK MOXKHO [oJiblie. B
TPyOou nocenunach Hectepnumas 601b. OHa MOHKWMala, T0YEMY OH OTIIPABUJI €€ IIPOUb, HO OT 9TOTO
UX pacCTaBaHUe He CTaJlo Jierye.

Mer BHIIPSIMUJIACH, OTKA3bIBASICh IIO3BOJIUTH TOCKE U OITYCTOIIEHHOCTH OBNafeTh e1o. OHa OymeT
CUJIbHOM, TOCTOMHOM MTapoy My>KeCTBEHHOMY ¥ 6J1arOPOOHOMY 4YeJI0BEKY, KOTOPHIM ITOKOPHUII ee
cepare. Kaxnast KOCTOYKa B ee TeJle IPOTHUBUIIACh TOMY, YTOOB! TOKUAATh AJleKca, HO OHA BHITIOJTHUT
CBOM IOJIT TOYHO TaK XKe, KaK AJIeKC [IOI2KeH BHIIOIHUTL CBoU. OHa TOPOUTCS UM U HE CTaHET
IIO30PUTH CBOMMU COMHEHUSIMU.

- C HuUM Bce OyOeT B MOPSIKe, TOCIIOXKaA.

Mer noBepHynach K Po60u, KOTOPHIH cuen cupaBa oT Hee, [[xkeiimu - ciieBa. OHa X0Tejla BO3Pa3UTh
IIPOTUB TOTO, UTOOK P00OU U [pyrrie BOMHBI CONPOBOXKAANM ee, HO AneKc OBl HEIIPeKIOHeH. Mer
yyBCTBOBasa ce0sl BUHOBATOH, 4TO NosgBUIach Ha JIptonce. OHa IIOHKMMaIa, 4To Teneps y Anekca
OBLIO ellle MeHbIIIe TI0fiel. YTepeB cie3bl, Mer riy00Ko B3OOXHYyIA.

- Koneuno, Po606u, Bce OymeT XopotIo.

OHa BepuJsia B AjieKca ITOTHOCThIO ¥ 6€30roBOPOYHO. OH OB CAMBIM YMeJIHIM BOMHOM CPEfU TeX,
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KOT'0 ell IPUXOAUIoChk BcTpedaTs. Ecnu Anekcy ¢ Helsmom ymacTcst He LONYCTUTh ITOCTaBKU
TIPOOBOJILCTBHUS ¥ TIOAKPEIJIEHNEe B KPEIIOCTh XU OPTraHU30BaTh aTaky, mobenga OymeT 3a HUMU. AJIEKC
BEPHETCS K HeY, U OHU HAUYHYT COBMECTHYIO XKU3Hb. TOJIBKO 3TU MBIC/IUA IIOMOTaii Mer nepxXaThCH.
OHa myI0THee yKyTasla IJIedd apucenoM. TyMaH OyCTUICS Kak 3bI0y4nii TeCOK, 3aXBaTUB BCE BOKPYT
B CBOU Heocs3aeMble 00baTHUsI. CONeHbIN BeTep, OyBUINN B IULO0, OBUI XOJIOOHBIM U BlIaXKHEIM. [1o
KpaliHell Mepe OH IIOMOXKET UM ITOCKopee mobpaThcs moMoii. Temeps, Korga Mer paccranach ¢
AnekcoM, el He TepIeNioch 0Ka3aThCs foMa. M xkpmaTh Bo3BpaleHus Anekca. OH 0053aTeIbHO
npuener!

- C ToOoit Bce B mopsigKe? - Hapymmi Monmyanue [xetimu. Het! B cepplie 1apun u Mpak u IIyCcToTa, U
Tak OymeT [o Tex Iop, ToKa Ayekc He BepHeTcs Ha Ckail. Ho [[xkeiMu He HOJIKEH CIBIIIATh 3TO.

- KoneuHo, - otBeTuna Mer. [I:KelMU B3511 €€ 3a PYKYy U TUXOHBKO CXKaJl.
- 41 O6b Ha MecTe AreKca IOCTYIHII TOYHO Tak ke, Mer. TeGe HebOe30macHO ocTaBaThCs Ha JIbiouce.
- 41 3na10. - Y Mer pmpoxanu ry0bl, HO OHa BeIAaBuiia U3 ce0s yIBIOKY.

HeckonbKo MUHYT gunoch MondaHue. [ToToM onsith 3aroBopu [Ixeiimu. Ha aToT pa3 oH oOpaTumics
K Po60mu.

- Barnguu-ka Tyma. - OH yKa3sas 3a UX CIIUHEL.

[To TpeBore B ero royioce Mer IOHSA, YTO YTO-TO He TakK. OHa OTJISHYJIaCch Yepes IIJIed0 U YBUeNa,
KaK M3 TyMaHa IT0sBUIach JI0fIKa, KoTopas OBICTPO COKpallajia paccTosiHue Mexny HuMu. OHa Oblia
HAMHOTO GOJIbIIIe UX JIOAKY, OBICTPEE U HAarpyKeHa JIIOIbMHU.

Mer cpa3y moHsIa npuyuHy OecrnokoiicTBa [IxKeimu. To, Kak 3Ta JIofKa IIpeciiefioBasa ux,
B3BUHTUIIA ee 1 0e3 TOro yXKe HaTIHYyThle HepBhl. OHa pa3BOIHOBAIaCh ellle CUIbHee, KOTHa ee I[N
10IrpPo00BaIK YKIIOHHUTHCS, MEHSIST HAlIPaBJIEHUSI, HO IIPECIIeIOBATE/IN B TOUHOCTH ITOBTOPUIIA UX
MaHeBpHL. JIofKa LiejleHanpaBIeHHo 1ijla 3a HUMU.

B TyMadHe IIOABUJIOCE CKOIIJIEHWME TEMHEIX IISATEH, U Mer ¢ YZXKaCOM YBHUI€EeJIa, KaK JECATKH CTPEII C
YJIHBHTGHLHOEI TOYHOCTEIO ITaJal0T B BOOY BOKPYT KX JIOOKH.

CoMmHeHu# 00JblIe He OBUI0. 3a HUMHM OXOTUIUCh. Ho KT0?

Heyxenu ux oOHapyKumu moqu Koposs? Jliofei oTiia 3axBaTAT B mieH? ['ocomu, 4To OymeT ¢
Po606u? Ecnu 06HapyXKUTCS, 4YTO OH MaKIrperop, ero mosecst. ¥ Mer oCcTaHOBHUIOCH ceppte. Hemb3st,
YTOOBI UX CXBATUIIN.

B ux cTOpOHY CHOBa NOJIETENH CTPENIEL. [I2KelMU CXBaTUII ee 3a IJIeYN:
- Papu Bora, Mer, npurau ronosy!
Y Hee KOJOTUJIOCH CepAlle, HO BpeMeHU Ha NTaHUKY He OBIIO.

Bo BHE3amHO BO3HUKINEH CyeTe BCe YCUIMS OB HAlPaBJIeHH Ha TO, YTOOH! YCKOJIB3HYTh OT
npeciiefoBaTeneid. BeCKOHEYHBIM CUHUM TPOCTOP MEHSIIEerocss MOPs BAPYT IMMOKA3aJICs BpakaeOHbBIM.
VM Hekyma Obi1o TikTh. OHM He MOTJIM ITeperHaTh OPYTyio JIOOKY, a MIyTh K OTCTYIIEHHIO Ha JIblouc
OBLT OTPEe3aH.

Ee mromu IIpuiarajia repondeCkKue yCuind, HO BCe OHU Ka3adJINCh Oecroie3HEIMU. Y HUX IIPpOCTO HE
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xBaTaJjo monei. Korma ogHa us BREITIYIIIEHHEBIX CTPEJI BOTKHYJIACh B CIIMHY OJHOT'O 13 rpe6u03, Mer
IIOHAJI4, YTO OOJIZKHA ITOJIOZKHUTE 3TOMY KOHEII.

- Ocra"oBuTeCh. MBI HUYETr0 HE MOXKEM CHelaTh.
- MEI MOXKeM NONBITATHCS... - IIOBEPHYJIC K Hel [[KelMHu.

- Onu yOBIOT HAaC BCEX, - II0OKaydaja royoBoi Mer. - A Tak y Hac OyfeT X0Tb KaKO#-TO IIaHC. MoXKeT
OBITh, 3TO Henemnas omuoKa.

IKeyMU KMBHYJ ¥ OTHAJI IPHUKa3 JIIOASM IIOOHATHL Beca.

Kasanocs, mpoia 1enas BEYHOCTD, II0Ka IpyTas JIofKa ImopaBHsiiack ¢ HuMu. O 60pPT JIOAKH
yrmapuicsi aboppaxHbIi KpioK. Teleph OHK 0Ka3aJiiCh COBCEM PSIIOM CO CBOMMHU IIPeCiieloBaTENIAMY,
1 Mer 00y1er4eHHO B3[MOXHYIA. DT JIOAKA HOCUIIU IIJIebl, 3HAYUT, HE MOTJIM OBITh JTIOObMHU KOPOJIS.
910 OB TOPIEL. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO BCET0 JIUIIL YKaCHAs OIMMOKA.

OmHaxko ee yTerieHue 0b110 HegoaruM. OHa y3Hajla OOHOTO U3 IIPeciiefioBaTeNel, U 0 CIHHe
mpo6ezkala Jpoxkb, OT KOTOPOU CThIZIa KPOBb.

Hert, 9T0 He OBLIIO JOCAOHOU OMUOKOM. B 3TOT MOMeHT Mer yxe xoTemna, YToOb TpeciefoBaTenu
OKa3aJIKCh JTIOAbME KOpOoJsi. [IoTOMy 9TO 4e0BeK, 3aXBaTUBIINKA UX, OB He KEM MHBIM, KakK [[yramoMm
MakponangoMm. OH CTOSIT y PyJis, CKDECTHB Ha I'PyAU PYKH, U HA JIMIIe UT'Pajla CaMOIOBOIbHAS
ynbeiOKa. Mer yKacHynach - OHa XOPOIIO 3Hajla, Ha YTO CIIOCOOEH 3TOT YENIOBEK.

Iyran 3ametun [IKeiMU, 1 €ro CaMO0BOJIbCTBO CMEHUJI THEB.
- Yto THI 3ech menaelrsb, Kemmnoemn?

- To e camoe X04y CIIPOCUTD y TeOsI, - oTBeTun [:KeiiMu, BCTaBask Ha HOTH. VX HeOoIbIIast 1oaKa
MOTAaJIacCh 110 BOJIHAM, ITI03TOMY €My IIPHIIIIOCh PACCTAaBUTh HOTH, YTOOH! yOep:KaTh PaBHOBECHE. -
Moii ky3eH OymeT HefoBOJIEH, YCIIbIIIAB pacCcKa3 O TBOeH IepP30CTH.

- OTHU NIOOU - MATEXKHUKY, - BCIBIXHY [lyran, yka3siBas Ha Po66u u gpyrux mopeit. Jliogu Anekca
B3SUJIMCh 3a MeuM, HO Mer npefynpenuTeNbHO T0Kadasa rojaoBoi. [lyran Tonpko obpanyeTcs
BO3MOXKHOCTH YOUTH HX.

- OTHU JII0AY CONIPOBOXKIAIOT XKEHIMHY, KOTOpas BO3BpalllaeTcs 4OMOM, - CKa3an [IXKeuMu. -
Youpaiicst, MakmoHaIM, MOKa He Caelall HU4Yero, 0 YeM IMOTOM IT03KaJIeelllb.

Ilyran B THEBe CMOTpeI Ha HEr0, pa3fyMblBasi, Kak OCTyIUTh. Mer moHMMana, 4YTo NPUCYTCTBUE
[XKelMu 0CIIOXKHANO cuTyanuto aid [lyrana. OGHO 0eio BECTA BOMHY IPOTUB FOPLEB-MATEXKHUKOB, U
COBCEM IPYToe - 3aXBaTUTh Ky3eHa rpada Apraiinna. OH IpUIIypPUics, pa3ragaB MaHeBp [xKelmu.

- MHe KaxeTcs, 970 TeOe Hafio mpu3agyMaThCs, Mojiofoi KeMnbens. 3agepKuBaTh BCeX
MSATEXKHUKOB MEHS YIIOJTHOMOYMI KOPOJib. EC/IM THI BEICTYIIa€IIb IPOTUB MEHS, 3HAUUT, TH
BBICTYIIAEIb POTUB KOPOJIs. 1 mymalo, TBOM Ky3eH Obl Obl YOWB/IEH, YBUIEB T€0S C 9TUMHU JTIOIbMH.
MoxeT OBITh, TH CHAIIL UX MHE?

OHM 0Ka3a/KCh B JIOBYIIKe. B3sB ¢ coboil [IxkeriMu, Mer [oCTaBuIa €ro B yKacHoe mojoxenue. OHa
B3s1J1a €T0 3a PYKY, 3aCTaBUB [IOCMOTPETh Ha CeOsl.

- IMpocTu, [Ixelimu, 6eCIIONe3HO MPOTUBOPEYUTE eMy. TONTbKO cebe XyxKe Cheaellb.
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[I>xeiMu 3HaJ, YTO IIOIAJICs, HO He CO6I/IpaJ'[CH COaBaThCA.

- 'ocrioxa MakKKVHHOH He UMeeT K 9TOMYy HUKAKOI'0 OTHOIIEHUS, - 3aBUJI OH. - THI Tellephb
WCIIOJIb3YElIb XXKEHIIWHY, YTOOH BHIMIPATh CpaxkeHne, MakgoHamnm?

Ilyran B3OpoTHYyJ, He XKeasi, YTOOLl ero II030PUTIH.

- MHe xanb, HO g OyAy menaTth TO, YTO HeoOXoguMo. [IeBUOHKA CTaHeT MOoel KO3BIpHOM KapToii.
Kopons He GymeT nHTepecoBaTh, KaK Pa30UTH MATEeXKHUKH. [ TaBHOE, YTO OHU OyAyT pa30uThl. Kpome
TOTO, BPSII JTX KOPOJIb OYOEeT COBaTh CBOM HOC B fiefla MEeXKOY MYKUYUHOU U €0 XKEHOU.

- Hukorpga! - Bo3amyTuiacs Mer. OHa CKOpee yMpeT, 4eM BHIHET 3aMyX 3a [Iyrana MakmoHamnaa.

Po66u u [xeiiMu OPOCUIIHCh OMHOBPEMEHHO Ha ee 3alllUTy, IPUKPHIB CBOUMHU TeJlaMu Mer oT
Mep3Koro B3rsaa yrana. ¥ [lyrana moTeMHENIO JIUIIO.

- OCTOpO}KHO, rocrnoxa MakKWHHOH. 4 rOTOB MHOTO€ IIPOCTUTH BaM, HO HE HaJ0 UCIIEITEIBATE MO€
TEPIIeHue. - Mer B3OPOrHYyJIa, 3aMETHUB €TI0 XOHOJIHBIfI B3rJISAM. - BBl Ke HEe XOTUTE MEHS pacCepauTh.

- Yomogoxk! - npopsryan [Ixkeimu. - Tol He BTSHEIIb €€ B 3TO [eJI0.
Hrpusocts [yrana nepepocia B pa3fgpaxeHue.

- Tl He B TOM ITOI0KEHUH, YTOOBI OTHABATh MMPHUKA3H. f cenai To, YTO NOJIKEH clenaTh. Alekca
Makrayna oka3anoch 0O4ueHb TPyOHO youTh. Ecnu noTpebyercs, rocrnoxka MakKKWHHOH CHITPaeT PoJib
BEJIMKOJIEITHOM ITPUMaHKH.

Y Mer ynano cepgue. Het, oHa He cTaHET OopygueM YHUUYTOXeHUS Annekca. boxke Mou, 4To 0OHa
HaTBOpHUna? Eif Henmb3s OBIIO Mpue3kKaTh Clofa.

- Yto BBl cOOMpaeTech CHeNnaTh C HaMHU? - C BLI30BOM CITPOCHIA OHA, CTapasiCh He T0Ka3aTh CTpaxa
niepen TakuM HerofseM. OHa Oblla B yKace, HO 3HaJla, ecnu Jlyrai MOYyBCTBYeT ee CTpax, IJIisk Hero
9TO0 OyMeT KakK 3amax KPOBU IJIST XUITHUKA.

Iyran yXMBUTBHYJICS ee OpaBafie:
- 91 611 cKa3ar, Bce Oy[eT 3aBHUCETHL OT Bac, MOSI oporas.

Mer GricTpo coobpa3uia, 4yTo umen B Buny [lyrasn. OH 0wl yousn Po66u 1 Bcex OCTalbHBIX, KOTIa OHU
BEPHYTCS Ha JIbIOMC, HO OH COXPAHUJI ObI UM XKU3HHU, €N ObI Mer corylacuiach BEIUTH 3a HETO
3aMmyX. [Toka oHa fenana To, 4To xoueT [lyras, XXu3Hb JIofe Oblyla BHE OITACHOCTH.

Iyran MakgoHann BEI3BIBa/ Y Hee OTBpallleHue, caMa uiest 0 Opake ¢ HUM Oblyla HeBhIHOCUMa. OHU
o0a 3HaM, YTO OHA COTJIACUTCS TONIBKO ITOM IPUHYKAeHUeM, HO Mer nmopmo3peBarna, 4To [yramy
HPaBUTCS UTrpaTh ¢ Hell. OH momy4Yan yOOBOIbCTBHE, MAaHUIYIUPYS €10, 3aMETUB IIaHUKY C ee
CTOPOHBI, KOTHa KOCHYJICS HOXKOM Iten PoO6H, maBast el OHSTh, YTO OHA €0 IJIEHHHUIIA ¥ YTO OH
KOHTPOJIMPYET cuTyauuio. Mer mymasna o0 Ayekce, KOTOPHIM KOTla-TO OKa3aJiCsl B TEMHUIIE
MakpnoHanzaa, 4 He MOrJjia IPefCcTaBUTh, YTO eMy IIPUIIIOCH IepeXUTh. Tenepb OHa IOHMMaa
SIPOCTB, KOTOpas pykoBoauiia AnekcoM. [lyran MakmoHanm mopoxkaan YyBCTBO MeCTU. A THEB ObIN
MOIIHBIM (aKTOPOM, KaK Teleph MmoHsaa Mer. UIMeHHO THEB ITOMOT el ITpeomoneTs 6e3 xkanob
HECKOJIbKO MUJIb 110 Ilepece4eHHON MECTHOCTH.

[Tporoi HOUbIO OHM Pa30uIIH JIareps Ha ore 0T CTOPHOY3sI. Mer Oblia CIUIIKOM HalyraHa u

Cepaue He JKeT 187 BecmiaTHasi 6u01MoTeKa mir-knigi.org


https://mir-knigi.org/

B3BOJIHOBaHA, YTOOHI CIIaTh, HO IIOTOM OY€Hb CHUJIbHO 00 3TOM nozxkanesa. CeromgHs OB yKaCHBIN
nenb. OHM LITM HECKOIBKO YacoB, 00X0s CTOPOHOM MakJiayioB ¥ HalpaByIsAsiCh HAa CEBEP MUMO
CTOpPHOY?S K CKaJIMCTOMY Ipe0HIO HajJl CaMO¥ CeBEPHOM YacThi0 raBaHU. HaKoHeI OHM OCTAHOBHUJIUCH,
HO HEHaMIo/ro.

C moMeHTa uX 3axBaTa [lyrasn gepzana Mer OTHeIbHO OT OCTAJIbHBEIX U TIIATEIHHO IPHCMATPUBAT 3a
Hell, He 0CTaBJIAsl BO3MOXKHOCTHU cOexkaTh. OHM 00a 3HaNU, gaxe ecnu Obl y [IKeUMHU U OCTaTbHbBIX
IIOSIBHJIACH TaKasi BO3MOXKHOCTb, OHU OBI ee He OCTAaBUIIH.

Mer cupena Ha CKaJjie ¥ pacTupasa yCcTaBlIue HOTH. Eif X0Telock priAaTh OT YCTAlIOCTH U
pasoyapoBanusi. OHa yOpasia ymaBIlyio Ha JIUI0 MPSAb BOJIOC, OLIYTHB CJIOM I'PS3U Ha JIUIlE U Ha
BoJIocaX. Ho oHa 3Hasa, 4To [I0 TOTr0, KaK 3aKOHYMUTCS 3TOT JEHb, BCE CTAHET eIlle XyXKe.

Kaxk Tonbko Anekc nosgBUTCSA BHU3Y, [lyras coenaeT CBOU X0f, B KOTOPOM HCIIOJNIb3YET ee.

Mer HuKorfa Obl He paccka3sana [lyramy HU4ero, 4YTo MOTJIO Okl TOABEPTHYTh OacHOCTU Afekca. 1
OH, JOJIZKHO OBITh, mOTafbIBajICa 00 3TOM, IOTOMY YTO COCPEOTOUNII CBOEe BHUMaHNe Ha [IKelMuy,
MCII0JIb30BaB Mer B KauecTBe mneinku. OHa ymonsina [IxkeiMu, 4TOOR OH HUYEro He TOBOPHA. yran
He yObeT ero, MoKa He XXKeHUTCS Ha Hel. Ho Korma oH MpUCTaBUII K ee TOPIy je3Bue, [xeinMu
pacckasan eMy, 4To 3Han. K cyacThio, OH 3Ha/l HeMHOro. Mer Onljla paga, YTo OHU He ObIH
IIOCBSIIEHEI BO BCe IIaHbl Aylekca. X0Ts Koraa [lyrai MOHSJI, 4YTO YIIYCTUII BO3MOXKHOCTb CXBAaTUTh
Anexkca B MOpe, OH PEIINUI UCII0NIh30BaTh Mer.

CBouM nogBneHueM Ha JIvtorce Mer HeBOJIbHO IpefocTaBuia [lyransy BO3MOXKHOCTb, KOTOPYIO TOT
IaBHO Xpfaj. Mer, Kak U OH, 3HaJla, YTO CIIy4YUJIOCh C Ky3eHaMu Aniekca U Kak AjieKc BUHUT ce0s B UX
cMepTH. [lyran npenocTaBuT AJIEKCY ellle ONUH IIaHC CAATHCS, Ha 3TOT pa3 BMeCTe C Mer B KauecTse
IPUMaHKU.

Ona cTaHeT npuunHOU cMepTu Anekca. [laxke ecnu AeKC COTIaCUTCS CAAThCS, COXPAHUB el KU3Hb
TakuM oOpa3oM, [lyrasn, HeCOMHEHHO, YObET ero. Anekc OyIeT 3To 3HaTh, HO He OCTAHOBUTCS HU
nepepn yeM. Ho Ha KapTe Obljla He TOJIBKO ero Xku3Hb. Eciu AneKc, He BHIIOJHUT CBOIO 3amayy, Hewn
IIOTIafleT B CMEPTEIbHYIO JIOBYIIKY B KPETIOCTH.

H3-3a HEe MOTJIO IPOBAIUTLCS BCe BOCCTAHUE.
['maBa 25

Arexc co CBOMMHY BoMHaMHu nofoines K CTOPHOY3I0 C 10Ta, CTapasiCh IepKaThCs KaK MOXKHO O/uxKe K
nepeBbsM, 4TOOH X He 3aMeTuH. Korga oHM IMOMOIIIH K CKajlaM, OKaWMIISIOIINM CaMyI0 CEBEPHYIO
YaCTh BHYTPEHHEN raBaHy, AJIeKC Iofaj 3HaK OCTaHOBUTHCS U IIPUTOTOBUTHCA K CpaxeHuto. C 3Tou
BLIMTPHIIITHOM ITO3UIMKA €My OTKPHIBAJICS XOPOIINY BUJ Ha MOPCKHe BOpoTa 3aMKa CTOPHOY3H U Ha
caMy raBaHb.

Anekc BHUMAaTEJIbHEIM B3TJISIOM OCMaTpUBal OKPECTHOCTH, OCTeperasich He TOJIbKO HalafieHusl, HO U
oxXwupas B 1100yI0 MUHYTY BO3BpallleHus Po06u ¢ MogbMu, KOTOPHIX OH OTIIPABUII COIIPOBOXKAATL Mer.
Onu noHapmo6sTCs emy. [IpuyuH A1 6eCIIOKOKCTBa HeT... Toka. Ho Bce ke Anekcy OygeT HaMHOTO
nerye, KOrjga OHU BEPHYTCS U MOATBEPHAT, 4To Mer mobpasnachk 1o [JaHKKHA.

Mer. 'ociom#, KaK OH cKy4daeT 6e3 Hee. Ee npuesn Ha JIbiouc Tak MHOT'O ©3MeHu. Teneps, Korma
MeX[y HUMHU He 0CTaJoCh CEKPETOB, TPEBOTA, TEP3aBIlIasl ero C MOMEHTa OThe3[a U3 OUHOYpra,
pasBesinach. Telepb OH MOT IIOJIHOCTBHIO COCPENOTOUYUTLCS Ha CpakeHuH, 3Hasl, YyTo JobruMas
JKeHIIMHA X[ET ero.
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XKper, Korga GYI[eT BEITIOJTHEHA €Tr0 pa60Ta. Cpa}KeHI/Ie, KOTOPOT' 0 OH XKOaJI, BOT-BOT COCTOUTCA.
CHpaBeI[J'II/IBOCTB BOCTOP2XKECTBYET.

AJlekc MOYyBCTBOBAJ BOJIHEHKE, OymopaxKuBIee KpoBb. Tak Bceraa OO mepeq OMTBOM, KOraa
SICHOCTh yMa ¥ €JUHCTBO LIeJTA OTBOOWIIO BCE OCTAJIbHOE Ha BTOPOI myaH. CokHas 3afada
BIOXHOBIIsIIA ero. Kaxmoe cpaxkeHue OBIJIO He MPOCTO UCIBITAHWEM CHIIHL. [IpOBEepPSITUCH CTPATeTus U
XUTPOCTh, My2KECTBO ¥ YECTb.

CeropHSIIHUYN IeHb ObUT KyTbMUHALIMeN MHOTHX JIET TPEHUPOBKY M MECSIIEB MIOATOTOBKU. MX maH
ObLT XOpo1II CBoeM mpocToTod. OHa CBOAMIIAa K MUHUMYMY BO3MOXKHOCTh TOT'O, YTO YTO-TO IIOHUET He
Tak. CaMbIM T'JIaBHBEIM OBIIa CIa’XKEeHHOCTD MeUCTBHUH.

I[Ipeqnmonaranock BeCTH aTaky [0 TPeM HallpaBlIeHUsM. B Mope MOMbITKa 3aXBaTUTh KOPAOIIb C
TIPOMIOBONIBCTBHEM, KaK OHU COOMpPAIUCh CHOenaTh U3HAYaIbHO, TOTPe0yeT CIUIIKOM MHOTO JTIOOeH.
Onu 3Hanu 310 67aromaps HHPOPMALKH, TIOIyIeHHOH oT Mer. BMecTo 3TOro OHU HafesiIuCh
3afiepzKaTh €ro ¥ B KOHEWHOM CU€eTe, eCJIM UM [T0Be3eT, BOOOIIe He MO3BOTUTh KOPAOIIio OMONTH K
Oepery.

IIBe Gombive rpeOHBIE JTOOKY C IIeCTHAAAThi0 BOMHAMU CTOSIIM B IIOJTHOM T'OTOBHOCTH Ha
HEKOTOPOM PacCTOSIHUY OT Oepera, 0Xupas CUrHana Anekca HalacTh Ha Kopabiib, KOoria OH BOMJEeT
BO BHEIIIHIOIO raBaHb. [laTpuk Makrperop cruenaeT Bce BO3MOXKHOeE, YTOOH 3a/iepXKaTh Kopabiib, IIoKa
HayHeTCS Ha3eMHas 4acTh onepauuu. KpoMme cBoero 6paTa, AnekC HUKOMY OOJIbIlle TakK He JOBEPST,
Kak rpo3HomMy Makrperopy.

Anekc oToOpan HeOOBIIYIO TPYIITY JII0fel Oy CpakeHus IIPOTHUB OXPaHbl 3aMKa, KOTOpasi BHIHMIET
BCcTpeuaTh Kopabnu. Komanma Anekca OyoeT B MEHBIIMHCTBE, HO C 9TUM UM ITPUXOAUIIOCH
CTAJIKUBATLCS M PAHbIIIE.

OpuoBpeMeHnHO Heilin u ero mionu 6ymyT ocaXXOgaTh KPENoOCTh, HafiesiCh Ha yCIIeX KM3-3a 0ciabjeHHOU B
3TOT MOMEHT oxpaHkl. Ho mpu 9ToM Heln ocTaBUT yI3BUMBIM CBOM (1aHT. Eciu 4TO-TO MOUIET He
TaK U OXpaHa CyMeeT BePHYTLCS B 3aMOK CJIMIIKOM OBICTPO UM C OOIBIIMM KOJIMYECTBOM JIIOfeH,
Heiin co cBoMMU TIOIbMU OKaXKeTCs B J0BYyIIKe. Kpome Toro, uM Hafio Obly10 cTepeyds [yrana,
KOTOPHIM MOT NIPeNpPUHSATH MONLITKY 000k TH [TaTprKa B MOpe.

Cunel MakiaynoB OyayT pa3npo0iieHbl, HO UX KO3BIPh - 9JIEMEHT HEOXKUIAaHHOCTH. [[J1s YCIIeIIHOT0
IIPOBEMIEHHUS OTlepalliy 9TOro OyIeT JOCTaTOYHO.

Anexc mpoposzKa BCMaTPUBAThCS B MOPCKOE ITPOCTPAHCTBO. [10UTH CTEMHENIO, HO BAAJIEKE OH CMOT
paccMoTpeTh Oestblii Tapyc. AJleKC OTHasl IPUKa3 XKAaTh ero CUTHala U IOCMOTPETT B CTOPOHY 3aMKa.
KpaTts. B mobyio MUHYTY...

Mopckue BopoTa K 3aMKy CTOPHOY3H OTKPBLUINCh.

Anekc Bech HalleJIUJICS Ha MaJIeHbKHM KyCOYeK 3eMJIM MeXKy 3aMKOM U raBaHblO, TIe 0KOJIO
IIECTUAECSITH YEJI0OBEK Hada/ll CIIyCKAThCS 0 JIECTHUIIAM MOPCKUX BOPOT ¥ HAMIPABIIATHCS K
YeTHIPeM 0XKHOABLUINM JIOOKaM. BpeMeHu ObIIO Majio. AJIeKC CO CBOMMH JIIOObMH HOJIKEH OB
HAIaCTh OO TOTO, KaK OHU MOTrPY3STCs B ogku. OH MOOHSI KJIEMMOpD, TOTOBHIM IIOJATh CUTHA, TI0
KOTOPOMY ero KoMaHAa OOpYUIUTCS Ha HUYEro He T003PeBa0LIUX JIIOMIeH.

9TOro MOMEHTa OH XK[all JaBHO. HacTano BpeMsi paCKBUTAThCS C IIPOIIEIM U BEIUTPATh 3TO
CpaxeHue pagu MakiaymaoB.

3BYK TOMAIOIIUX KOMHIT 3a CIMHON OCTAHOBUJI €T0 PYKY, HO OH OITYCTHJI ee, KOT/Ia YCIIbIIIaJ TrojIoC.
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- Ha TBoeM MecTe s He cTas OBl 9TOTO [eJaTh.

Anekc y3Has 3TOT TOJI0C, a ITIOTOM U JIWIIO, OKa3aBIIeecs B BA/IIATH IIaraX 3a ero CIuHOM. [lyran
Maknonang. Bemeiika HeHaBUCTH Iopa3uiia Ajiekca, HO OH He TI03BOJIUT YyBCTBaM IIOMeEIIATh
BaxkHOMY meny. OH IOCMOTPEJI BHU3 Ha JIIOfel, HalpaBsaBIIUXCS K jogke. Huuero HeoOrryHor0. HO
OH XO0po11o 3Han [lyrana, 4To0bl IOHATH, YTO OH YTO-TO 3aTestyi. Ho uyTo OBl OH TaM HU 3agyMall, eMy
HUYEero He yfaacTcs. Anekcy yxe 00Jbllle He BOCEMHaAIATh JIeT.

Iyran BhIBEJl HEeCsITOK CBOUX JIIOfEH Ha MOJISTHY ¥ OKPYKUJI KOMaHAY AJleKca IOJIyKOIbIOM. AJTeKC
YCMEeXHYJICSI TAaKOHM yrpo3e, HO MOYyBCTBOBAJI CMyTHOE OECIIOKOWCTBO.

- He BmemuBaiicga, MakgoHasf, BaCc BCe paBHO MeHbllIe. - AJIeKC yKa3ajl Ha CBOUX BOUHOB,
OXKUMaBINUX CUTHasa. - CoaBalics, u Te0e He IPUAETCS YMUPATh.

Ero 4Tto-T0 HacTopoxwuso B nuile [lyrana. OH BHITJISANEN CIIUIIKOM CIIOKOMHO, KaK 4YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOro
HEBO3MOXKHO o0eguTh. becrnokoncTBo Anekca yCcumunoch. [lyran He cTaj Obl BecTu ce0s Tak, eciu
Obl He OBLI YBepEH B pe3ybTaTe.

- CmaBaTbcs 6yny He s, Makiayn. YToOwl ofepxkath mobeny Hag To0O0M, MHE HY>KEH TOIbKO OJUH
YeJI0BeK.

Anekc 3amep. Het. OH He MoT...
Iyran moBepHYJICS U IOfas 3HaK.

W3-3a mepeBbeB U3 TEMHOTHI IOSIBUIAaCh 3HAKOMas KpomeyHas ¢purypka. Mer! C HOKOM y ropra,
KOTOPHIM fiepKaJjl ONUH 13 BOMHOB [lyrana. 3a Hell OH yBUOen [I)KelMH U OPYTUX JII0fel, CBI3aHHBIX
BEepEeBKaMU.

Y Anekca 3ems HOIUIBIIA IOJ HOraM#, KOTJa BOCIIOMUHAHUS O IIPOLIJIOM CTOJIKHYJIUCH C
HacTosmuM. TOJIbKO He 9TO.

- Anexc, He cnymial ux. OH He yObET MeHs, 3TO IMPOCTO 0OMaH...

- 3aTKHUCH! - KpUKHY [lyran u ynapui ee THUIBHOYW CTOPOHOU JlafoHu 1o nuly. OT ygapa y Mer
OTKWHYJIaCh r0JI0Ba.

Vi3maB coepzkaHHBIM BO3riac, AJIeKC IPLITHY BIepe, YTOOB HallaCTh, U OCTAHOBUIICS, TOJIBKO KOT'TIa
YBH[IEJ, 4TO YeJioBeK MakioHasa ellle Kperde Ipuxkai HOX K ropiy Mer.

[TermeHa KpaCHOT'O TyMaHa 3aBOJIOKJIa I'Ta3a. AJIeKC 3acTaBui ce6si BIOXHYTh U YCIIOKOUTH IyJIbC. EMy
HYy2KHa sICHas T0JI0Ba, eMy Hafio momyMaTth. OH He CBOAMII rjia3 ¢ Mer, HO 60KOBBIM 3peHUEM OTMETHII,
yTo [IKelimu u Po60u ToKe OPOCUIKCH Ha 3aluTy Mer.

- He ne3s B ato, Kemmnbenn, - mpegynpenun [Iyrar.
Arekc He MOT TOBOPUTD, JIEASHOU CTpax cxkan ropno. OH He CBOOUII I'lla3 C HOXKa.
- Hy? TBoe peleHue? - 310paAcTBys, cupocui [yraii.

B TouHOCTH Kak 4eThIpe rofa Hasaf, mogyman Anekc. [ MakcuManbHOTo adderTta [lyran
BOCCO31aJl Ty cueHy. Heyxemnu Ha 3TOT pa3 mocrpagaeTr Mer?

Anexkc Ovln 00y4eH BeCTH Jiofielt 3a coboii. [IpunuMats pemenus. O4eHb TPYAHbBIE PEIICHUS.
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Ho Tonbko He Takue.

MozKeT 11 OH COAThCH, Cacas ee XKU3Hb 1 3HAS, YTO B 9TOM Clly4ae eMy IIPEOCTOUT IMOXKEPTBOBATH
KHU3HAMHA MHOTHUX OPYTIUX, KOTOPBIE€ 3aBUCAT OT Hero?

AJekc IOCMOTpETI Ha 0XpaHy 3aMKa, KoTopas OBICTPO IepefBUranach K JoakaM. BpeMernu 0v110
Masio. Ecnu oHY NOTpy35ITCA B JIOOKY, OH y2Ke HUYero He CMOXKeT coenarth. [laTpuk co cBouMu
monbMu OyieT B 3HAUUTEIbHOM MEHBIIMHCTBE B CPaXkeHUHU Ha Bofie. KOJIOHUCTE BEPHYTCS B 3aMOK C
nopkpenenueM, U Helil okaxkeTcss B CMepPTEIbHOU JIOBYIIKE.

AJlekc IPUHAT pelleHune.

OH IOJHST CBOM KJIEUMOP U OUEPTHII UM IIUPOKUN KPYT B BO3AyXe. DTO OBbIJI CUTHA [JISl €T0 JIIofen
Ha Cylle ¥ Ha Mope K atake. OHUM MOMUYUHUIIKCDL, 6e3rpaHUyYHO [0oBePsis eMy. C 60EBLIM KIIMUYEM OHU
00pyIIKINCH Ha HUYETro He MOI03PeBaloIlyi0 0XpaHy 3aMKa, 3arpyKalollyiocs B JIOLKYU, OCTaBUB
Anekca ogHOT0 OUTHCS € [lyrajsoM U [I0KUHOM ero JIofel.

butsa 3a 3amM0k CTOpPHOY3M Hadasachk. be3 Anekca.
Mer He cmena OHIIATE.

BoeBoit kiny BouHOB Makiayna «Byob CTORKUM!» CTOS y Hee B yIlIaX, ¥ OHa 3Haja, YTo JIto6oi
B3[I0X MOXKeT OKa3aTbCs nocnenHuM. He To uToOsI 0Ha Obia roToBa yMepeTh. OHa MOIUIACh, YTOOH!
y Anekca B 3arace 0CTaBaJIUCh KaKUe-TO XUTPOCTH.

Mer ropagunack uM. OHa IIOHMMaJIa, Yero CTOMJIO eMy TaKoe pelleHre, HO 9TO TOJIbKO JIMIITHUY pa3
TIOAITBEPK a0, KaKUM MYKEeCTBEHHBIM YeJIOBEKOM OH ObII. ITO OBIT IHUAEpP, KOTOPHIH [iefian Bce
Heo0XOomMMOe M5 3alIUTH CBOUX JIIOfIel, He CUUTAsCh C TMYHLIMM UHTepecaMu. Mer Oblla
abCoJTIOTHO YBepeHa, YTO KMEeHHO TaKOr0 YejI0BeKa OHa X0UeT BUIETh BO I'JlaBe CBOEro KjaHa.

OurenomneHHoe nuIlo [lyrajia yKasbiBajlo, UYTO COIPOTHBIIeHNEe AJleKca II0pa3uiio ero.
- O4eBU[IHO, 5 IEPEOIIEHHUTI IIEHHOCTb NEeBUOHKY MJis Te0s, - GuIpKHYI [lyrar.

- Tebe He OHa HYXkKHa, - XOIOOHO 3aMeTus Anekc. - Tebe HyXKeH 5. & cmaMmcst, HO TOJIbKO IIOCJIe TOTO,
Kak Oy[y yBepeH, 4To rocrnoxa MaKKUHHOH B Ge3omacHocTH. [1o3Bonnbs KeMmOesny yBecTu ee, U 5
IIOUAY C TOOOH.

- Het! - BrimoxHys1a Mer, OTIMYHO ITIOHUMA, YTO HenaeT Asekc. [lyraa HUKyAa He [OBeHeT ero.
Anexkc oTgaBall CBOIO XXM3Hb pajgy XXU3HU Mer.

- OtnuyHo, - cornacunics [dyrain. - OtnyctuTe fAeBYoHKY. KemnbOenn, 3abupaii ee.

Be3niMsaHHBIN BoUH MakpoHasnga oTnyCcTul Mer U ¢ IOMOIIBI0 HOXKa pa3pe3all BEPEBKU, KOTOPEIMU
Ol cBsI3aH [[kKeiMu. Mer xoTesia OpoCUThCS K ATIEKCY, HO OH yneparll ee:

- He Hapmo, Mer. Tl He TOMOXELIb EMY.
Ho Mer He xoTesa 0CTaHaBIUBATLCS.

- Anekc, HeT! 310 NOBYyIIKa... - HecMoTps Ha cioBa [lyrana, OHa 3Haja, 4YTO OH He IIO3BOJIUT UM
yutu. Kak TONbKO AJIEKC YMpPeT, UX HeMe[OJIeHHO HauayT. AJleKC OTAaBall CBOK XU3Hb HU 3a 4TO.

- XBaTuT, - Xpumuo obopsas ee Ayekc, cTapasich He CMOTPETD el B JUI0. - [[xKelMu, fenal, Kak
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CKa3aJld, YBOOH ee OTCIOfa. - ANIeKC CIPHITHYJI C JTOMIafX ¥ 6POCUN Ha KaMEHHUCTYIO 3eMJTI0 BCe CBOe
opyXue.

OH B3rIAHYI BHU3, TOE €ro JII0IX CpaXKaJliCh C OXPaHOM 3aMKa. HecMOoTpst Ha TO, YTO uX OBIIIO
MeHbIlle, MaKiay[hl, T0X0Xke, yIepkKuBaIu IperuMyInecTBo. 1o 6epery ¢ hakenoM Tyma-Cioga CKakall
BCagHUK. Mer mpocrienuia 3a B3rIAaoM Alekca U yBUesna [ABe JIOOKH, BeIxofsduirue B Mmope. OHa
yCMeXHyIach C JOBOJILHEIM BUIOM. Mer moHsna. [1nan Anekca paborasn. Ho aTuM niogsM HyKeH ObI
oH caM. ChaBmmchk [lyrany, OH pUCKOBaJ BCeM, pagyu 4ero 60poscs. 3To OBII0 HauBLICIIUM
IOKa3aTeIbCTBOM ero J1I00BY, HO Mer HUKOTa He XeJlaja TaKOM XKEePTBHI.

I:xeliMU TIRITAJICS YBECTH €€, HO Y Hee He JBUTAJUCh HOTH. IToKa... HakoHeIl uX B3TIISIbI
BCTPETHINCE. JIuiio Anekca OBIZIO CPeIOTOUMEM CHUJIBI ¥ PEIIUTEIbHOCTH. Y Mer cXkajochk cepaiie.
Bozke Mo#, oH 3HaeT, 4To [Iyras HUKOI{la He BO3bMET €r0 B IIJIEH, HUKOTIa He ITO3BOJIUT eMy
OCTaThCS B XKUBHIX. HO OH X04eT gaTh e BO3MOXKHOCTD, ITyCTh MaJleHbKyI0. OH OTHaeT 3a Hee CBOIO
JKU3Hb.

F'ops4yum KoM 3acTpsii B ropsae Mer. OHa 3TOr0 He BEIHECET.

- [NoxkanyiicTa, - CoaBlIeHHO IPOU3HECTIA OHA, - He [eflall 9TOro... - «f He X049y, 4TOOH! TH yMUpaTl.
Pagu mens». ['omoc Mer gporuyn. - He 3acTaBnisii MeHs IIOKUAATh Tebs.

Arnekc orngHyscs Ha [XKeuMu:
- [To3aboThcs 0 Hel, [IxxenMmu. A mo0Io ee.

«41 mobmio ee» - 9T CJI0Ba 3BeHeNH y Mer B yimax. 5ojb 1 c4acThe OIHOBPEMEHHO CXKallli ee Cepple,
KOTTla OHA YCJIbIIIAJIa CJI0Ba, KOTOPHIE TaK HYKHH OBIIIH €. M3 rja3 Opei3uynu cie3sl. To, 4To
OOJIZKHO OBIJIO CTATh CAMBIM CYACT/IMBEIM JHEM B €€ XU3HHU, CTAJI0 JHEeM 0e3bICXOTHOr0 OTYASHUS U
MyK. Kak Takoe MOTJIO CIIy4YUThCS? AJIEKC chenalt el BeTMyalInnii Iogapok, CBOo 110608k, HO LIeHOU
COOCTBEHHOH KHU3HHU.

- Anexkc! - TUX0 BOCKJIMKHYIa Mer.
B ee romoce oH yCrnbIIan TUXY0 MONILOY ¥ Ha MTHOBEHUE BCTPETHUIICS C HEH B3TJISALNOM.

- YBomu ee oTcioma, - ob6paTuics oH K [xeimu. - Ceituac. - Anekc u [[xeimMu 0OMeHSITUCh
B3TJISIIAMU, ¥ Mer 3aMeTHsIa, KakK MeXOy HUMH BCKOJIBIXHY/IMCEH OTTOJIOCKY IIPEXKHEN OPYKOEBL.
[KeyMu KUBHYJI, B3sJ1 Mer 3a PyKy U C CUJIOM NOTALLUII €€ IIPOYb.

Mer uyBcTBOBaIa, 4TO O/1M3Ka K UCTepuke. Ee MO3r CymopoxkHO cooOpaxai. ITo He NOJIXKHO
CIIy4YUTHCS, OOMKHO OBITH YTO-TO, UTO OHU MOT'YT chenaTh. OHA He MOXKET IIPOCTO TaK OCTABUTh €T0
ymupats. be3opyxHoro. B pykax Tpyca.

«T'ocmopiu, s TOJIBKO HAIIlJIa ero, MoXKalyhcTa, He 3abupaii ero y MeHs. OH HyKeH MHE».
- TporaTenbHO, HO HEe UMeeT 3HAUeHUs, - ycMexHyncs [yrain. - TaM, KyJa Thl cOOMpaelbCs.

Mer 3amepria, MOHKUMas, 0 YeM OH T'OBOPHUT. BHE3AMMHBIN TPUITUB CUJT ITO3BOJIUIT € 0CBOOOIUTHCS U3
pyk [Ixeimu. Mer oGepHynIach ¥ yBUaena, Kak [yran focTaeT CBOM [UPK.

- Het! - T'opsioBo# KpUK 1€ U3 TJTyOUHEL AYIIH.

To, yTO IIPpOX30IIJIO ITIOTOM, 3aHAJIO BCEro HeCKOJIbKO CEKYH], XO0Ts Ka3aJIOCh, 4YTO BCe
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Pa3BOPavYMBaJIOCh B YZKACHO MEJIEHHOM TEeMIIE.

Mer He nymaina. OHa pBaHyJla IpsIMO K Anekcy, Korga [lyran yxke cobpasics HaHecTu yaap. Maio
BPEMEHH, yCIiesa IofgyMaTh Mer, Korfa IperHyJsia, YTOOH BEIOUTE HOXK U3 pyku [lyrama. Ho
IIPOMAaxXHYJach.

YXe He B COCTOSTHUYM OCTAHOBUTHCH, Hyran BOH3HJI CBOM OUDPK B IIJIOTh. B ee m10Th.
Mer IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa XOJIOO JIE3BUA, PE3KYIO 00JIb ¥ IIOTOM... HUYETO.

B okpyxenuu [lyrana u ero mofel, 6e3 opyxus u 6e3 CBOUX BOMHOB, AJIEKC ITOHUMAJI, YTO
BO3MOXKHOCTh YMepeTh BecbMa peasibHa. Ho 6e3 604 oH He cmacTcs. ['masa [lyrana cBepKaiu OT
HapacTawoero Bo30yxmeHus. OH MOOHSI OUPK BEICOKO HaM TOJIOBOM, U TOT 3JI0Bele OJIeCHYI B
JIyHHOM CBETe.

Anekc MONHIICS, YTOOB UMETh BO3MOXKHOCTH yaoepKaTh [lyrana, moka He yimeT Mer. OH yCIBIIIIam
KPUK U TTOHSJI, YTO €T0 MOJIUTBHI OCTaIuCh 6e3 oTBeTa. Ho OH He MOT OTOPBATh B3TJISAA OT
0J1eCTSIIero TUPKa.

Hapo cxBaTuTh ero 3a pykKy, moaymas Ajnekc, Korga pyka ¢ JUPKOM Hayajla [IBUXKeHUe BHU3. Kakoe-
TO BUXKEHWE, KOTOPOe OH YJIOBUJI O0OKOBEIM 3pEeHHEM, OTBJIEK/IO ero. Korma OH MOHSJ, YTO gelaeT
Mer, OBITIO y2Ke CIMIIKOM IO30HO. Mer BHIIPHITHYIA IIepef HUM, U AJieKC He yCIien YoepKaTh PyKy
Iyrana, or TonbKo 3anenun ee. Hox. O I'ocnogu! Hox.

«Tonbko He Mer. Bo3bsMmu MeHs, npoiy Te0s1, ['ocmogu! 3To monxkeH OBITD g!»
Mer ynarna K ero HoraMm, B 60Ky Top4asn gupkK [yrana.
Bomnb sipocTu BEIpBasICS U3 ropia Ajekca.

Ero nepBhIM XKejlaHWeM OBITIO YIIacTh Ha KOJIEHU U B3SITh €€ Ha PYKU. A clenyioumm - youts. OH
TIOHUMaJI, YTO HEe CMOXKEeT ITIOMOYb €i, TI0OKa He n30aBUTCs OT [[yrasa, II03TOMY OH CXBATHUII
OnmuKauiero K Hemy BouHa [lyrasa u, cioMaB eMy 1eto, 3abpai Hox. Y [Iyrana mobeseno auIo,
KOTJla OH C MCIIyTOM yBUIEJ, KaK yIajia Ha 3eMJII0 MerT, ¥ OH [OJIT0 IIPUXOAUI B ce0s1, 9TOOB OCTATh
13-3a CIIUHBI KJIEMOD, HAMEPEBAsICh TOKOHUYUTH C AJIEKCOM.

Ho 0651110 y2Ke CITUIIKOM MO3[HO.

OpgHUM TOYHBIM yIapoM AJleKC BOTKHYJ OUPK riy0oko B cepate yrana. [Toutu 6e3 KoneOaHUi.
[Tocye CTONMBKUX JIET OXKUOAHUS BO3ME3Oust CMepTh [lyraia He IPUHECTIAa eMy 0C000T0
yIoBieTBOpeHus. M oka3anach HUUTOXKHOM, YYUTHIBAS, KAKYI0 IIEHY OH MOT TOJIBKO YTO 3allJIaTUTh 3a
Hee.

Anekc He MOT cMOTpPeTh Ha Mer. IToka. [1o Tex mop, ITOKa He CMOXKEeT e MOMOYb. A 4TOOH IIOMOYb €,
OH [IOJIXKEH B34Th CUTYaLUI0 B CBOU PYKHU.

OH 6pocuit HOX [I2Ke¥WMu, ¥ TOT 0CBOOOAMIT OCTANTbHAEIX. Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT OCTABIIHECS JTIONH
Iyrana cmanuch, HO IIPU 3TOM MOTUOIM ellle TPY BOWHA U3 KJlaHAa Maknay[a.

A Anekc yxe OIyCTHJICS Ha KoneHu mepen Mer. Ee ria3a ObITM 3aKPHITH, IO TO0IETHENTO0, ¥ BCS
oHa OblyTa KaKas-To Tuxas. [Iyraioie Tuxas, Kak MajieHbKast CJIOMaHHAs KyKja. ITOTO He JOJIXKHO
ObITh. OH Haxke He MO3BOMUT cebe AyMaTh 00 3TOM.
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Amekc B35 ee Ha PYKH, IpUKaJl K TPYOu U mpuxkaics rydamu K ee 10y. OT BOJIOC MO-IIPeXKHEMY
TIaxJI0 po3aMH.

- O, Mer... - Y Hero aporuayn romnoc. - [Touemy? - OT4yasgsHUEe U TOCKa OXBATUIIM €T0.

Yepes MraoBeHue AJiekcC MOHS, 4YTO ee OapxaTHas KO¥Ka COXpaHsSeT TeIJo U efiBa CIIBIIIHOe
IbIXaHMe COTPeBaeT ero 1eKy. AJIeKC 3apHIICS JINLIOM B TeIwio ee Bojioc. Cacubo, ['ocronu, oHa
xkuBa. OH OCTOPOKHO MOJIOKUI MeT Ha 3eMJIi0, YTOOB BHUMATEJIbHO OCMOTPETh paHy. BoKpyT paHb
OBLII0O HEMHOTO KPOBH, HO JIe3BHE, IT0X0XKe, BOIIIO HE 0UeHb I'Ty00K0. ET0o mMOMBITKAa U3MEHUTD
HallpaBJieHNe yaapa crnaciaa Mer xusHb. Y Aslekca Opoxaiu pyKy, HO OH BHIHYJI JUPK U3 ee Tena. U3
PaHBI IPOAoJIXKaa TeYb KPOBb, HO OTCYTCTBHE HOXKA HE YCUJIAIIO KDOBOTEYEHU .

- Kemn6emnn, Hatioyu MHe 4TO-HUOYOb, YTOOE OCTAHOBUTH KPOBb.

I>keMu OPOCUIICS BHITIONTHSTD €T0 IpuKa3. [Ioka oH He BEPHYJICS, ANEKC IOTMBITANICS CO00Pa3uTh
4yTO-HMOYMIb CO CBOMM IjiefoM. PaHa He Oblyla olacHa [Jig XKHW3HU, HO OH He CTAHET PUCKOBATh. 3a
IIOCNIeHKE HECKOJIbKO JIET OH MHOTMM PaHEHBIM OKa3bIBas IMOMOIIb, HO HUKTO U3 HUX HE UMeN IS
HET0 TaKOT0 OTPOMHOTI'0 JIMYHOTO 3HaueHus. OH monpocusn Po60u HaTH OJHOTO U3 €T0 CTapPenIInX
BOMHOB, Pyampu. OH He OBITT 1eKapeM, HO CMOXKeT II0M0o4Yb Mer, 1moka AJIeKC He IOCTABUT €€ B
mepeBHI0. AyleKc Opocust OBICTPRIM B3TJISA BHU3 M YBUMEJI, UTO €0 JIIOOU AepKaTcs. 3HA4YuT, IIaH
OCYIIECTBIIAETCS TakK, KaK OHU U Hamedanu. Ho oH He MOxKeT ocTaBUTh Mer. [10 Tex mop, IOKa OHa He
oKaxeTcsl B 0e30I1aCHOCTH.

Yepes ceKyH[y MOSIBUIICS [[KeUMU C KyCKOM YHUCTOM Ha BUJ TPSAIUILL. AnleKC ORICTPO CMaCTepuI
IIPOKJIAJKY ¥ 3aKpeNui ee KyCKOM TKaHU, OTOPBAaHHOM OT €Tr0 pyOaIiKu.

- C Hell Bce OyfeT B mopspake? - CIpocu [IKeuMu.
- Ilymaio, ma, - mpobopmoTasn Anekc. - Ho moka oHa He 0YHETCH...

OH 3aMoJT4al, yBUAEB, KaK PaclaxHyNIUCh ee ra3a. [IpeKpacHble 3eIeHbIE T71a3a, MOPa3UuTEeIbHO
SICHEIE, BCTPETHUIIMCH C €0 B3TTISIOM.

- HT0 Cci1y4unocs?

Anexc mor OB 3aTJIakaTh OT PafocTu. ['o0c Mer mpo3ByYasn yOUBUTENbHO CUNbHO. OH 3HaJ, YTO ee
HeJIb3sT TPSICTH, MIO3TOMY IIOMIaBHUII B cebe JKejaHue KPemko 00OHSATh U IOLIe/I0BaTh. BMEeCTo 3TOro oH
OCTOPOKHO yOpasl e BOJIOCH co 110a U, He XKejlas HallOMUHATh, YTO CIIyYUIIOCh, OTBETHUII BOIIPOCOM
Ha BOIIPOC:

- Kak THI cebs 4yBCTByeIIb?

Bonpoc Arnekca, 10xXoxe, BEPHYJI €€ K HacTosleMy. Ee 1o ocBeTUI0Ch pagocThio. OHa moaHssIa
PYKY 4 KOCHYJIach €ro LK, IOTOM CKOJIb3HYa K YIIPIMOMY IOI00POIKY.

- Anexkc, ThI XKUB... { Tak UCIyranach.

Arnexkc 1morenoBal KOHYUK ee Hoca ¥ yibOHycsa. OH IOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK YBIaXKHSIOTCS €T0 rj1as3a, Uy
HEeTo IepexBaTuiio ropsio. Bce 6yget xopotio!

- Ila, meBOYKa, S TOXKE OUYEHD HCIIyTraJcsd. I/Icnyranca, KaK HUKOI'Id B 2KU3HHU.

OHa HaMopIIKIa CBOM MaJleHbKUI 04apoBaTEIbHEIN HOCUK.
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- Bce, 4TO s IOMHIO, - 9TO KaK 5 mobexkara... ¥ IUPK... - Mer IIoCcMOTpesIa Ha CBOH 60K 1
nobsyeguena. - O!

- 3aueM THI cHienalna 3To, 110608k Mosi? ['ocriogu, Mer, TeGst MOTrIu YGI/ITB, - [TonHOE 0CO3HaHME TOrO,
4YTO MOTJIO CIIYYUTHCA HEIIOIIPpaBMMOE, OIIEJIOMHAIIO Anexca.

- {1 HM Ha MUHYTY He IlepecTaBaja UCKaTh BeIX0A. Y Hamina... - Mer ynei0HyIach Anekcy. - 4 mo0iio
TeOs1, AjleKc, ¥ He MOTJIa TI03BOJINTh, YTOOH! Tebs yOumu u3-3a MeHs. - Ee ynbiOka cTana ete
CBeTJIee, KOTa OHa KOe-4TO BCIIOMHIUIIA. - M THI MIOOUIID MEHS.

- A, TaK THI CJIbIIIajIa 3T0?

Mer KuBHYIIA.

- ¢ mo6ir0 Tebst O0MIbIIe KU3HHU.

- [ToBTOPH, mOXKanyicra. - Mer cxkala ero pyky, B rjia3ax 3a6aecTeny Cae3kl.
- §1 mo6mio Teb6s1, MaprapeT MakKUHHOH, BCEM CBOUM CEPHIIEM.

Anexkc npuxaics K ee rybaM, cropast OT HeTepIIeHUs I0OYyBCTBOBATh UX BKYC, IYCTh XOTh HEHAOJTO.
Ero nprKoCHOBEHUS BEI3BAJIU B HEM OTBETHHIM OTOHB, ¥ €€ I3BK CaM CKOJIb3HYJI €My HaBCTPeyuy,
OTBedYas Ha ero CTPACTHBHIN MOIeNyH.

YcnrimaB npubnuxenne Pysgpu u Po66u, Anekc otopBascs oT ee ry0. OH He 3HaJ, Kak Po66u
yHoasmoch Tak OBICTPO HAWUTHU 3TOT0 BOMHA, HO ObUT eMy GrarogapeH. OH gajl BO3MOXKHOCTh OCMOTPETh
Mer, HO BCe BpeMs fiepxkaJl ee 3a pyKy. EMy Heo6xoguMo OBIJI0O YyBCTBOBAThH eAWHEHKE, 3HATh, UTO C
Hel Bce OyIeT XOpoIIo U OHa He YMpeET.

CHYCTFI HECKOJIbBKO MHUHYT PYC-)I[pI/I BCTalJl.

- PaHy Heo0X0OUMO 3alllUTh, ellle HECKOIbKO THEN OHa 6y116T cnaba. Hamo coenmaTh IIPpUIIAPKH, U
OE€BOYKa IIOIIPABUTCA.

Y Anekca BHIPBAJICSI B3MOX 00/IeryeHusi, BIIEPBLIE 3a BCe BPEMS, C TEX 0P KaK OH yBUIeN Mer BMecTe
¢ Oyramom. OH OB MOPaXkKeH o TIyOMHEL OYIIN TEM, YTO chesnana Mer. Pagu Hero oHa puCKoBaa
CBOeM kM3HbI0. Ho 06 3TOM OH ITOrOBOPUT C Hel 1M03Ke, a ceryac eMy X0TeJI0Ch IIOCKOPee OTIPABUTh
ee oTcIofa. Bemb OMTBaA ellle He OKOHYEHA. A el Haflo BO3BPAIIAThCS K ITOJTHOIEHHOM KU3HH, C
KOTOPOM OHA r0TOBa OblJla pacCTaThCA Pafy HETO.

Cepaiie Mer nepemnonaHsaIyu pafoCcTh U CYacThe, OHA YyBCTBOBAsa Culy 068U Anekca. 2Krydas 607b B
00Ky CylllecTBOBajla Kak-TO OTHEJIbHO OT Hee. Bce Teneps GymeT xopoino. Anekc cnaceH, [Jyran
MepTB, U OHa... Y Hee Telephb eCTh BCe, YTO OHA XO0Tesa. MaeanbHEIM MyX4YUHa [J1 HEe U OJId ee
KJIaHa.

Anexkc ctan OCTOPO2KHO IIOOHKUMATh €€, U Mer IIOMOPIIKUJIACh OT pe3K0171 6oy B 60Ky

- [Ipoctu, n1000Bb MO, S IOHKMA0, 3TO OOIBHO, HO g [OJIXKEeH IOOHATh Te0s U T0CafuTh Ha CBOIO
somanb. [Tpuxmu noBsa3Ky pykoii. Ceiluac KpOBOTEUEHNUE OCTaHOBUIIOCH, HO €CJIM OHO HaYHETCS
OTISITh, HEMEMJIEHHO CKaXXu MHe 00 3TOM.

- MHe KaxeTcs, 4 MOT'Yy CTOATH CaMa, - IIPEeJIOKHUJIa Mer.

- Her.
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Amexc BBITTISIAEN TaKUM B3BOJIHOBAHHEIM, UTO MeT pelliriia He CIIOPUThL C HUM. Kak mpusTHO OBII0
YYBCTBOBATH, YTO 3a TOOOM yXaKUBAIOT C TAKOM JTI000BBI0 ¥ HEKHOCTHI0. OH OCTOPOKHO MTOMHSTI ee
Ha PyKH, ¥ Mer npuxkKasach LeKOU K TOJICTOX KOJIbUyTe, OIIyIasl X0I0M KPOILIeYHbIX MeTalJInYeCKUX
IIJTAaCTUHOK Ha Hel. Eif X0Tenoch ocTaThCs B €ero 00bATUSX HaBceraa. M Tak u OymeT, Korfa...
HeoxuvpmaHHas MBICIb TPOH3UIIa Mer.

- Anexkc! A cpaxenue? Pa3Be BCe yXe 3aKOHUUJIOChH?

- Bce TOIBKO Hayanock, foporas, - IoKadas rojoBox Anekc. Y Mer cxanocs cepate. Ee xenanue,
yTOOR AneKC OBbIT PSIAOM, 3alnIan ee, 60PoIoCh B HEW C IOHMMaHHEM TOT0, YTO OH HOJIKEH
pykoBoguTh 60eM. OHa IMOHKWMasa, Kak BCe 9TO BaXKHO [I7ig HEro, 3Haja, Kak MHOTO ITOCTaBJIeHO Ha
KapTy, 0eCIOKoUIach 3a JII0fiel, KOTOphIe Iolaraaruch Ha Hero. CpaxkeHue He 3aKOHUeHO. He BaxHO,
KaK CHUJIbHO el xoueTcs ObITh PSIOOM C AJIeKCOM, He BaXKHO, KaK OH el HyxKeH. OH He MPUHAIeKUT
eit. [Toka. B rpynu Bce 60/1e3HEHHO C3Kal0Ch, KOTHa OHa 3acTaBuiia cebst TPOU3HECTH CJI0Ba,
OTIIyCKAaBIIINE €T0:

- THl HOMXKEH UATY K HUM, TH Hy2KEH CBOUM JTIOASIM. [[2KeiMy MOXKET OTBE3TH MEHS B IEPEBHIO.
- Mowu mrogu xopoio o6y4deHsl. S Te6s He OCTaBIIO, IIOKA He YBUXKY, YTO Thl B 6€30MaCHOCTH.
- Ho MoxkeT OBITh CIMIITKOM TTO3MHO. ..

- He cniops co MHO# Ha 3Ty TeMy, Mer. - Ero nuno cranao ynpsMbeIM. - Tel MOTJIa yMepeTh. - [Ipu aTux
cioBax Mer ysoBusa B €ro Irjia3axXx HEIPUKPHITEIN CTPax.

- Ho s He ymepria, - TUX0 OTBeTHIIa OHA. - Obellail MHE, YTO TH MOEMHEIIb. ..
- Obemmalo, 4TO MMOENY, Kak TOJIbKO TH Oy[ielib B 0€30IaCHOCTH.

Onu mo6Gpanuck [0 TOT0 MecTa, rae Oblna MpuBsidaHa jomanb Anekca. Mer ¢ TOpAOCThIO CIyIIana,
KakK AJIeKC OT{laBaJl MPUKa3kl CBOMM JIIOAsSIM. Ero criocoOHOCTh OBICTPO MPUHKUMATh PEIIeHUs U
a0bCcomoTHAs BJIACTh HUKOTA He IlepecTaBalu BocxuilaThk Mer. Bomnbliiyio 4acTh I0fel OH HallpaBUl
IIOMOTaTh TEM, KTO CpaxKaJjCs C 0XpaHou 3aMKa. HeCKOIbKO YeI0BeK U3 KOMaHbl ee 0TIla, KOTOPhIe
COIIpOBOXKAanu Mer B 3TOM OIIACHOM IyTeIleCTBUM, OCTAJIMCh IPUCMATPUBATh 3a JII0AbMU
Maknonanna. Po60u otmnpaBuncs K Heitny, 4ToOB paccka3aTh O CIYYUBIIEMCS.

- 4 Mory 4eM-TO IOMOYb? - CIIPOCHUIT [[KeuMH.

- TToe3xkait Briepen, - KuBHyI Anekc. - Haliqu 3HaxapKy 4 MOOLICTPEe MOCTaBh ee Ha MOCTOSIIRIN
IBOP.

Amnekc 0CTOPOXKHO mepenan Mer Ha pyku Po60u, ToKa caguics Ha JIomagb. Mer moYyBCTBOBasIa
HOBBIM IIPUCTYT 60K, HO COepKaia KPHUK, He xKeas 6ecriokouTh Anekca. Ee mocaguny Ha yomaib
BIlepenu Ajlekca, ¥ OHa IIOUYBCTBOBasa ce0si CHaCTIMBOM, IPUCIOHUBIINUCH K €T0 IUPOKON I'PYyOH.

Iopora B lepeBHIO 3aHs/la He MHOTO BpeMeHHu, HO Mer 05110 m10x0. OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA TOITHOTY U
HEBBIHOCUMYIO CJTab0CTh, XOTSI U130 BCEX CHUJI CTapajiach COXpaHATh IPUCYTCTBUE Oyxa. OHa MOHSMTA,
YTO y Hee CHOBA OTKPHIIACh paHa ¥ COYUTCS KPOBb, KOTOPYIO, K CHACTHIO, CKPHIBAJ ee apucen. Eit Bce
TPyAHee ObIIO He 3aKPHIBATh TJ1a3a, OHA OUeHb ycTasa. Kasanock, 4To BEKM HAIWIUCh CBUHIIOBOM
TsKeCThI0. Ho OHa [oJKHa ellle KOe-4To CAenaTh, IIePel TeM KakK yCHET.

Mer IMIOYYBCTBOBAJIa TPEBOT'Y, 3HAA, YTO TEPAET CIIMIIKOM MHOT'O KPOBH. Ho ona He penniiacChb
CKa3aTh 00 3TOM AJTGKCY. Ecnu oHa cKaxeT, OH HUKOTJa He OCTaBUT €€ U He BEPHETCA K CPAKEHHUIO.
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A eMy HYXKHO 3TO CHeNaTh, OH JOJIKEH ITOMOYb CBOeMY KilaHy. MHaue mporiioe OymeT BeYHO
TIpeciefioBaTh ero.

- Kaxk T8I ce0s 4yBCTByelIb, TH000BL MOSI?
YxkacHo.

- Xopormo. { gyMaro, 4TO BCe TOJIBKO KaXKeTCq XyXkKe, YeM eCTh Ha caMOM [ieJie, - pou3Hecsa Mer,
YyBCTBYS, YTO TePSET MOCIeIHNE CUJIHL.

- MBI Io4YTH Ha MecTe.

CnycTsl HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OHM HAIIUIM TIOCTOSJIBIM IBOP ¥ CBOOOMHYIO KOMHATY. ANIEKC yCIIen
TIOJIOXKUTH ee Ha KpoBaTh, X TYT kKe NpUOHI [[2KelMu co 3HaxapKo#, MaJleHbKOM TI0JTHOBATOM
JKEHIMHOW HeollpeieJIeHHOT0 BO3pacTa C CEeHe0LMMHU BOJI0CaMy U IPUATHEIM JIULIOM. Mer cpa3sy
ycrokousach. 2KeHIIMHA U3JTy4yasla TIOKOU U YMUPOTBOPEHHOCTb.

A7nekc KOPOTKO COOOIIIMII, YTO MMPOUIOIIIIO, U XKEHITMHA 110 UMeHU Melpu CKIIOHKIACh Ham Mer,
yTOOBI OCMOTPETE ee. Mer Havajia MaHUKOBATh, ¥ 3Ty MMAHKUKY 3HaXapKa, 0YEBUIHO, 10 OIKUOKe
IIPUHSJIA 3a CMYyIlleHe, HEMeIJIEHHO BLICTABUB M3 KOMHATH MYK4YUH. Mer B3IpOrHYyIa 0T 60IH,
KOTZla JKeHIMHa Havajla CHUMAaTh CJIOM HaOyXIllei OT KPOBU TPSIIUIILI, IOBKO OPYAySl HOXKOM TaM, e
3To TpeboBanock. OHa CypoBO IMOCMOTpesia Ha Mer:

- [louemy THI HUUET0 He CKa3ana? Thl oTepsijia MHOT'O KPOBH.

- [ToxanyiicTa, - B3MonuIach Mer, - He Hafo ceiidyac 00 3ToM. - OHa 3HaJa, YTO ee Tr0JIOC HAIOJIHEH
OoT4YasiHWEeM, TPaHUYallUM C UCTEPUKOH. - BB ONIKHEI CKa3aTh eMy, YTO BCe B Iopsake. MHaue oH
HUKOI'Ta He yenerT... [loxanyicra.

- THl yBepeHa, 4To X04ellh 3Toro? - 2KeHIIrHa HaxMypuiach, HeoqoOPUTENTbHO II0KadyaB I'0JIOBOI.
- la, moxKanyucTa, - APOCTHO 3aKuBajia Mer, - 9T0 0O4eHb BaXXHO.

- Xopo1mo. - 3HaxapkKa OTKphLja ABEPh, M1 B KOMHATe HEMEAJIEHHO MOSBUJICS AJIEKC.

- 41 3ammbio0 paHy, 4TOOH OCTAHOBUTH KPOBOTeYeHME. Elf Hy:KeH IOKOH, - 3aBepuiia ero Meupu.

- Bor Bumuims? - 60mpo ckasana Mer. O6reryenue, IpoMeIbKHYBIIIEE B €T0 Tla3aX, IPUIAlIo e
CHUJIBI, ¥ OHA CMOTJIA HaXxe YIEOHYThCs. - Co MHOM Bce GymeT xopoio. [Toe3xkaii K CBOUM JIIOfSIM, He
0eCIOKONCY 3a MEeH4d.

AmeKc HaKJIOHUIJICS U KPEIIKO II0IeJIOBall Mer. E# Xx0Tem0Ch BIENUTHCS B HETO U HUKOTTA HE
OTIIYCKATh. Hey}Kem/I OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI €€ OT4YasdHNE B CTOJIb ITBEIJIKOM 0oTBeTE?

- Tel yBepeHa? - BEIpa3ujl COMHeHue AJIeKC.
- Hy KoHeuHO, yBepeHa. {1 6yay 3mech, KOToa Thl BEPHEIILCS.

- 4 BepHYyCH, KaK TONBKO cMory. - OH 06epHymcs K [xeimu: - [Tomnu Koro-Hubynab 3a MHOM, eCTH
YTO-TO U3MEHUTCH. ..

Anekc mpuxkancs rydaMu K ee j10y, YTO-TO MPOIIeNTas U ucue3. HeBeposTHEIM yCcuIueM Boiau Mer He
TIO[IHaJIach TOJIOBOKPYKEHUIO U TSIKECTH, KOTOPhle 0OPYLUININCh Ha Hee. [Io TeX 1op, IoKa He
3axJIONHYJAch ABephb. CTYK KOMBIT JIOIMIAX TOCTEIIEHHO 3aTUX. Elle HECKOIbKO MUHYT...
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TonbKO TOrfda, KOrga OHa y6e111/macr>, 4TO ANTEKC el CTBUTENHHO yeXaJll, OHa IIO3BOJINJIa TEMHOTE
OKYTAThb €€ CO3HaHHe.

['maBa 26

3amok CTopHOY3¥ naj, Ho He 6e3 60pr0bl. TOMBKO CITyCTS fABa AHS AnleKc BMecTe ¢ Helinom mnporminu
yepe3 BOpOTa 3aMKa, Fopakle CBoel 1o0emol, ojisi KOTOpoi MoTpe0oBaoCch iBa OHS HelPpecTaHHOU
60pHOBI ¥ YETHIpE Tofa MOATOTOBKHY.

Anekc ObIN TPSI3HBIM ¥ 00€CCUIEHHBIM, IeCSITKY HOBBIX IITPAaMOB ¥ CCAgUH YKpalllaJld ero TeJo, HO 3a
TIoCJIegHUE TOOBl OH HUKOTTIa ellle He YyBCTBOBaJ cebs TaKMM cUacT/IUBHEIM. CJIOBHO TsXKKasl HOIIA
yIaja C ero AyIuiy.

OHU cpOenanu 3To.

Kononucts u3 ®aiida mocmemrtHo cbexanu B OquHOypr. Pog Anekca BHOBb Biiafiesnn JIbIOHCOM,
CIIpaBe[JIMBOCTL BOCTOPKeCTBOBala. HakoHel npu3paky IPOLIIOro YCIOKOUIAChH, CMePTh KYy3€HOB
Oblta oTOMIIIEHa. AJIeKC He MOT JOXKIAThCs, KOTMla OH CMOXKET BepHYThCS K Mer. K XeHIuHe,
KOTOPYIO OH No0uT. M K cBoeMy Oynyiemy. M3-3a ero oTHOILIEHUH C KOPOJIEM Y HEro, KOHEeYHO, 6ymyT
npo0ieMbl, HO OH OBIJT yBEPEH, UTO OHU CMOTYT UX PEINuTh. BMecTe.

3amax KpOBH IIPOIUTAJ YTPEHHUYN BO3AyX, o0pallas ero BHUMaHUE K HACTOSIIEeMYy. AJIEKC OKUHYIT
B3TJISIIOM [IBOD, THe B TPsI3u OBIJI0 pa30pocaH0 MHOXKECTBO TEJI BPAroB, IIOKavall roJI0OBOH, TS Ha
6e3mapHo 3ary0neHHbIe KU3HMU.

OcTtaBuB Mer Ha IIOCTOSJIOM aBope, Anekc HpI/IGBIJ'I KdK pa3 BOBpeEMs, YTOOBLI IOMOYb CBOUM JTIOOAM
paB6I/ITB OCTATKH OXPAHEI 3aMKa. Bocmonb30BaBIIMCE TOOKAMU OXPaAHHI, Amekc BMecTe CO CBOMMU
JIIOABMHU IIPUCOEOUHUIICA K CPaXKEHHI0, KOTOPOE B MOP€E BEIl HanI/IK. He nmest BO3MOXKHOCTH
IIPUYAJIUTE B YCIIOBUAX IIOCTOAHHBIX aTak, KOpaGJ'Ib yiiesn, OCTaBUB 3aMOK 0e3 3alllUTEI. HeCMOTpH Ha
Pa3rpoM, Te, KTO OCTaBaJICA B 3aMKe, OTKA3bIBAJIMCh COABAThCA, IIPOAOJIZKadA COIIPOTHUBIIEHNE U TEPAA
KU3HU.

Anekc TONBbKO 4TO OTHAJ IIpUKa3 yOpaTh Tella MOTHOIIKX, KaK BO IBOP 3aMKa CTPEMHUTENIHHO BIIETEN
BcagHuK. HacTpoenue Anekca MIrHOBEHHO M3MEHUIIOCH, KOTTa OH Y3HA/ YeloBeKa. ITO ObLI
TIOCHITbHBIY U3 IePEBHY, IIPUHECIIUY BeCTH 0 Mer. Bhiyio BUOHO, YTO OH CIIEIIHII.

- Ilns1 Bac, MUJIOPH, - CKa3aJjl BCafHUK, MpoTsAruBas Anekcy nucbMmo. OH npobexkan riasaMu
rmocnanue u 3amep. Het!

«Mer ymo7siia MeHs He ucath Tebe, u 5 XKOaj, CKOIbKo Mor. IIpue3xaii ckopee. Y Hee MUXopagka.
4 6otock... He 3agepxkuBaiics, [IxKeuMu».

- Yro-To ciyuyunocs? - Heitn, moMKHO ObITH, 3aMETHII, KaK U3MEHUJIOCH TULI0 AJeKca.
- {1 momxkeH exaTh! - Ha xomy 6pocun Anekc u yxe 6exa K J0oLIIagy.

Mer npocHyack 0T y2KacHoii ronoBHOM 601, OHa OTKpHIJIA Ila3a ¥ Cpa3y ke UX 3aKphina. Yepes
He0O0JIbIII0e OKHO IIPOHUKAJ SPKUM COJTHEUHBIN CBET, HAMlOIHSBIINYM KOMHATY CBETOM. ['0/I0Ba
packarsbiBaiach Ha ABe IOJIOBUHKU. [IOMOPIIUBLIIKCE OT IPKOTO COJTHEYHOTO CBETa, OHA 3aCTOHAasIa OT
6omnu. KTo-To HEME[TIEHHO B35 €€ 3a PYKY, 1 Mer oYyBCTBOBaJa yCIIOKaUBaIOIIee TETIO.

[Toka HaxomuIachk B 3a0LITHH, OHA CMYTHO OIyIlaJIa Ybe-TO IIPUCYTCTBHUE, KOTOPOE BO3BPAIIlAJIO €€ U3
0eCCO3HATEIbHOTO COCTOSHUS K XKU3HHU.
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- Cnaga Bory, Tl 04HyIach!

Anekc, noHsiynia Mer. Ho modemy y Hero Takou CTpaHHBIN royioc? HamomHeHHbIM 60/1bI0 U OTYassHUuEM?
Mer Haxmypunack. YTo oH 31ech faenaeT? OH ob6elran OTIPaBUThCS Ha oMotk Heitny. [IxeimMu
IIOKJISIJICS, UYTO He CTAHET IIOCHIIAaTh 3a HUM.

OdeHBb OCTOPOXKHO Ha 3TOT pa3 Mer cHOBa OTKpHITa ria3a. Oka3bBaeTcs, 3TO OB He COH. AJIeKC ObLI
3[ech, CUAes PSOOM C Hel, TAKOU OCJIEITUTEIbHO KPaCUBEIM ¥ PONHOM, UTO Ha HETo OBI0 GOBHO
CMOTpPeTh. Mer MOpPrHyJia ¥ BHOBb B3IJISHYJIa Ha Hero. Kakoil y Hero CTpaHHbIM BUfI, CJIOBHO OH
IIpoIlles Yyepe3 afl. Y Hero MOKpacHeNH rfla3a, Ha JIMIe IapalyuHbl U IIPaMHL...

- I'ociogu, Anekc, Tel paHeH! - BocK/IMKHya Mer. OHa IOIbITanack CECTh, HO Cpa3y Xe yIaja Ha
MIOYIIKY OT y2KaCHOM rOJIOBHOM 60IM, BEI3BaBIIElN 0UYepeqHOi IIPUCTYII TOIIHOTHL.

- I-mr-1m1, - TMXO TTpou3Hec AJleKc, IpUKIagbiBas K ee 10y BlaxkHoe mojoTeHIe. - Co MHOM Bce B
mopsimke. HeCKOIBbKO MOPe30B U CCafuH, U 00JbIlle HUYero. He mbITaicst CAamUThCS.

- Ho nmouyemy Tl 3mecs? [IoueMy ocTaBUJI CBOUX ofen? YTo CIydunocs?

Arnekc monpaBus e BOJIOCH ¥ KOHUYMKAMU ITaJiblleB KPYTOBBIMU OBUKEHUSIMU IIOMacCUPOBAJI T'OJIOBY.
Mer cpa3y Io4yBCTBOBaa 00JIeTYeHNE.

- Bce 3akoHueHO.

- YTto? - Mer CHOBa IPUIIOOHSJIACH M PyXHYJla Ha NOAyIiKu. HeT, Anekc mpas, nydlie jiexaTb. - Ho
kak? Korpma?

- 3amok CTopHOY9i# - Haml. CpaXkKeHue MPOIIIO TaK, KakK u ObIIO 3amIaHupoBaHo. be3 mpuTtoka
CBEXKHUX CHJI KPEIoCTh Tajia Yepe3 [IBa MHS.

Mer BcMaTpHBaiach B €0 JUI0, 3aMevast KaXkKObIM IIpaM, KaXkIyio apanuHy. Berasmen oH
HEBaXXHO, €My HaJ[0 BHICIIAThCS, IIPUUTH B CeOs.

- U Te6st He panunu? [IpaBpa?

- HeckonbKO MyCTSIKOBBIX LIapalyH, - 3aBEpUN ee ATIEKC, HeXKHO 00BOfIS TajiblieM KOHTYD ee IIeKH.
- §1 Tak ropxychk To00M. - Mer paccnabunace. - [I7g Te0s1 9T0 cpaxkeHne ObII0 TAKUM BazKHBIM.

- ITa, HO BCe 3TO HMYTO II0 CPABHEHMIO C TEM, YTO ThI 3HAUUIIL [JIT MEHS.

Mer nonrITanack yneIOHYTHCS B OTBET, HO IPUCTYI Pe3KO¥ 60JIM IIOMeIas ed creaTh 3To.

- [TpocTH, y MeHs yKaCHO OOJIUT TOJIOBA.

- $1 HUCKOJIbKO He yOuBJIEH. - AJIeKC HeXKHO ITOIIeJI0Basl ee B MaKyIIKYy. - Thl Oblta 60/TbHA. - Y HETO
OpOTHYI rojoc. - OueHb GOIbHA.

- Ho s He uyBCcTBYy10 cebsi 60bHOM, TOIBKO I'ojIoBa 00IUT. - Mer HaMOpIIuIa HOCUK. - M ecTh
HEMHOTO XOYEeTCH.

- JIuxopagka ucYessia TOJBKO IMPOIION HOYbl0. TH YeTsIpe mHs Oblia 03 CO3HAHMUS.

- Yetslpe mHs! - Mer Obla mopaXeHa YCIBIIAHHBIM. [T0IKHO OBITE, e€e MoJI0kKeHre OBITI0 HAMHOTO
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XyXe, 4eM OHa cebe npepncrasnana. OHa BOPYT yBULeNa IJlell, PACKUHYTHIM Ha CKaMeliKe Iepef
KaMUHOM. 3HAYUT, 30eCh AJIeKC IIPOBeJI 3TU YEThIpe OHs, HU Ha MUHYTY He OCTaBJIsd €ee.
HeynouBuTenbHO, YTO y HETo OBbIJT TAKOW yCTasIbli BUI U BOCIlaJIeHHEIE T'la3a.

- Tocmmomu, Mer! - Anekc CKJIOHUII TOJIOBY K ee pyke. - A 6osiics, 4To... - OH ¢ 60/1bI0 TIOCMOTPEI e
B I'71a3a. - f 00s7Ics, 4TO moTepsiio Tebsi. YkKe Bo BTOPOH pa3. - Bce 9T0 OBII0 Mpou3HECeHO OBICTPO,
BITIOJITOJIOCA ¥ HaMeKaJslo Ha HeuTo ropa3fo 0ojiee cephe3Hoe, YeM gymana Mer. - Hukorga 6obIie
Tak He fenai. Te gojkHa Oblla CKa3aTh MHE, YTO ¥ TeOs CHOBa OTKPHUIOCh KpoBoTeueHue. Kak Thl
MOTJIa He ITO3BOJIUTh UM IIOCTIaTh 3a MHOU? - ['0JI0C CTal XpUILIBIM. - 4 4yTh C yMa He COIIeN OT
cTpaxa 3a Tebs! Trl mOTEpsiIa MHOTO KPOBM, ¥ KOTJA paHa 3arHOMJIACh, y Te0s yKe He OBIIO CHTI,
yTOOB 60POTHCS C TUXOPATKOM.

Bups ero nepexuBaHus, Mer 4yBCTBOBajia ce0s1 BUHOBATOM, YTO 3aCTaBUJIA €TI0 TaK CUJILHO
nepexuBaTh. OHa 3Hasa, 4TO 00JIbHA, HO He MpefIosiaraia, YTo Bce Tak Cephe3H0. Bonock ynanu Ha
7uI0 Aekca, CKpeiBast 0T Mer ero B3risa. OHa POTSIHYIa PYKy ¥ yOpasa ymaBIide MPsan 3a yXoO.
Ero B3rmsag nopasun Mer mo riny6uns! gymy. OHa HUKOTHA HEe YCOMHUTCS, YTO 9TOT YEJI0BEK JTIOOUT
ee.

- IIpocTu. - Mer KocHynach pyKo# ero nopbopopka. - 4 3Hasa, 4TO THl He OCTaBUIIb MEHS 3[IeCh
OfHY...

- ThI IpaBa, HUKOT/A He OCTABJIIO, - OTBETHII AJIeKC. - Pa3Be Thl He IOHHUMAeIlhb, KaK MHOTO 3HaYHIIb
nist MeHs? ThI IjIsT MeHS - Bce. HuKora He COMHeBaics B 3TOM. Moe MeCTO - PSIIOM C TOOOH, TOJIBKO
¢ TOOOH.

OH 3aMeTHO BOJIHOBAJICS, ¥ 9TO BOITHEHUE TrepenaaocChb Mer. OHa 04eHb XOpOIIOo IIOHNMaJla Anexca,
IIOTOMY 4YTO CaMa YyYBCTBOBAJIa TO XKe& CaMOe€.

- Y THI onist MeHST - Bce Ha 9TOM cBeTe. - OHa MPOTsSHYy/Ia PyKU ¥ 00HsIA ero 3a IIero.

AJekc NpUTBHYT K ee Ty0aM C TaKO# CUJIOH, C TaKUM HeTeplieHHeM, 4To Mer HeBOIbHO 3a0blia 0
cBoell ronoBHOU Oomnu. Ee Teso paccnabunocs, OKyTaHHOe YyBCTBEHHBIM TYMaHOM, COTPEBAsiCh B
OTHEHHOM IIOTOKe J1I00BK. OHa IOJTHOCTBIO OTAAIaCh 3TOMY IIOIIeNyI0, B KOTOPOM II0YyBCTBOBasIa BCIO
CHUJIy CTpaxa, KOTOPHIY MPHUIIIOCH TePeKUTh AJIeKCy U3-3a Hee. Mer oTBedasia Ha ero IOLeIyu Co
BCEU CTPaCThIO, KOTOPYIO OHa CHAepzKUBaja BHYTPH, II0Ka OH CpaKkascs 3a CBoM KilaH. OHa cXasa ero
IJIeYy, Ollyllas KaXkAabslid MyCKyJl, U IJIyX0 3aCTOHasla, 3aXBayeHHas BOOBOPOTOM 4yBCTB. Mer
B3[IPOTHYJIa U 3al0XHYJIaCh OT IIPOH3UBIIETO ee XKeJlaHus.

- Boxe Mol, g xouy Te0s1. - AleKc 0TopBasics oT ee r'y0. Mer ¢ HaMeKOM II0OCMOTpeJia Ha HeTo,
Me[[JIEHHO CKOJIb3 PYKOU 10 pedpaM BHU3, K CTalIbHON YIIPYTOCTH MBIIII] JKUBOTA.

ATexc ycrnes epexBaTUTh €€ 3a 3allsCThe, I0Ka OHa He KOCHYJIach BOCCTaBIIEH IJIOTH.
- He ceiiuac, Heropuuta. Tebe Hy>KHO IIONPaBUTLCS. A [I7ig 3TOTO ¥ Hac OyieT Macca BpEMEHHU.
- CKONbKO? - ynbIOHyMace Mer.

Anekc 06XBaTUJI PyKaMU ee JIUII0, POBeJT OOJIBIINM IasIbIleM 110 Moa00poaKy. Ero B3rys 3acTaBuI
3aMepeTs cepane Mer.

- BeuHocTs, - xpumo moobeman Anekc.

Mer Oblzla HACTOJILKO CYACTIMBA, YTO HE MOTJIa IIOBEPHUTE B IIPOUCXOOAIIEE. OHO Ka3anoch eu
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HepeasbHBIM.
- 9TO0 mmpaBfa, YTO BCe 3aKOHYUIOCH? KOMOHUCTEI U3THAHKI?
- Ila, ¥ KOPOJIIO IPUAETCS IOBTOPUTDH CBOIO IOIEBITKY.

Mer B3pnoxHyna.

- [lyMaellb, OH CHOBA MOMBITAETCS CAENIaTh 3TO?

- Hapo momarats, - KuBHYn Antekc. - OH He 0TKaxkeTcs OT obellanust HauTu Ha OCTPOBaX JEeHBTH IS
Ka3HHL.

[Toxoxke, Anekc Toxe IMOHUMAJI, YTO PacIiaTh He u3bexkatb. Ho Mer 3Hasa, 94TO OH He U3 TeX, KTO
OymeT CTOSITh B CTOPOHE U IT03BOJIATH KOMY OBl TO HY OBIIIO COBEPIIIATh HECIIPAaBEeIIUBOCTh. ANIEKC -
ropet, 6eccTpainHbid BowH. OH IMEHHO TOT YeJIOBEK, UTO IIOBEMET ee KJIaH B OyayIlee U IIOMOXKET

COXPAHUTH MO3ULKY ee OparTa.

Mer HaxMypuJiachk, IOHUMas, YTO ellle He BCe IIPO0IeMbl pa3peIInIuCh.

- Ho uto ke OyneT Teneps? Koponb pa3rHeBaH Ha Tebs. - Mer oxBaTujia MaHKWKA, KOTHA [0 Hee
TIOIIJIa BCS CEPbe3HOCTh CUTyaluu. - Tebs mocamsaT B TIopbMy. - Cli0Ba 3aCTpsNU B ropie. - Unu
naxe xyxe.

- He Goiics, - Tuxo npousHec Anekc, Inafs ee Bonockl. Ero muiio ocBeTuna yneidka. - [lonarato, 3a
3TO MHI IOIKHEBI OBITh O71arogapHHl [IKeUMu.

- YTO TH 3THM XOYelllb CKa3aTh?

- Yepes [IxkeiimMu Apraiiin u Mod OpaT 3aKII04YUIN COI03. APrausij COTJIacUuiICs BEICTYIIUTh
IIOCPENHUKOM B IleperoBopax ¢ KopojeM. [Toxoxe, g 6yny mpoireH. 9 - cBOOOIHBIN YeT0BEK.

Mer He Morna TIOBEPHUTE B YCIIBEIIIIAHHOE. OHa BHOBb IIOJHSIACH HA KpPOBaATHu u o0OHsITa Anexca, YTKHYB
JINIIO B TEIIJIO €ro IIen 1 BOJIOC. HeBepOHTHOG C4HaCThe IIEPEIIOJIHATIO €€ CepAalle, u II0 IMEeKaM TEKJIN
CJIE3BI PagoOCTH.

- Bce pgericTBUTENIBHO 3aKOHYMIOCKH. [1a?

- Trl mpaBa, /1I000Bb MOs. - AJIeKC 3acMesiyics, ¥ 3BYK ero roynoca corpen Mer. Ee cepatie 65110
TOTOBO BEICKOUMTH U3 TPYAHU. - Briepengu y Hac TONIbKO Oymy1iee.

Mer 4yyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK IMOCIENHNE KPYMIHIILI TPOIIUIOTO YXOOAT U3 ee co3HaHus. OHU OB TEIEPh
CBOOOTHEI.

- Hame 6ynymiee, - cka3ana oHa. - Mel OyneM BMecTe. - Ho BOpPYyTr OHa 3aMeTHIa, 4To y Anekca
MpayHOe BhIpaXKeHue nuila. - YTo Takoe, Anekc? Tel MHE YTO-TO HEIOrOBapHBaellh?

- Popu Harpamun MeHs 3eMIIsiMu... Coeran 3eMyeBIafesbleM.

- 9TO0 Ke 3aMevaTeIbHO, - OTBETUIA Mer, 3Hast, KakK BaXXHO OymeT sl Hero UMeTh CBou 3eMu. 1
BCe-Taku OHa Oblla pa3oyapoBaHa. OHa HafesIach, 4YTo OH OyfeT TOBOpUTh 00 ux Oymymem. 06 ux
coBmecTHOM OymyireM. Ho uTo-To mimo He Tak. YTo-To caep:kuBasio Aynekca. Y Hee IMOX0JIOHeso B
rpynou. He cTaHyT M 9TH 3eMJIM IPEMSTCTBUEM IS uxX Opaka?
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- Trl 3acTaBula MEHSI CUTbHO ITIOBOJTHOBATHCSI, MerT, - XpHUILIO ITpou3Hec Arnekc. - Korga st mymaio 000
BCEM, YTO MOT IIOTePsTh... Kak T MOTjIa He CKa3aTh MHe 00 3ToM?

Mer cMmyTuIace, He IIOHUMAS, B YeM [EJIO0.

- O yeM THI, Antekc? §1 TpoIIy IPOIIEeHNSs, UTO He CKa3aja Tebe 0 KpOBOTEUEHHUH.
- 41 ceiyac roBopio 0 pebeHKe.

- O kakoM pebenke? - OT youBieHUs y Mer IOTOJI3/I1 BBepX OPOBH.

- Pa3Be TH He 3Haelllb? - AJIEKC IPUCTAJIbHO U3y4all ee JIUIO.

Mer B u3yMJIeHUU [TI0Ka4daja rojJI0BOM.

- Ho s mymana... - OHAa HEOCO3HAHHO KOCHYJIaCh PyKaMU KUBOTA, KOTOPBI IO-TPeKHEMY ObIT
6e3ynpeyHo mIoCKuM. «Kak Takoe MOTJIO CITyYUThCS ?»

- Melipu, 3HaxapKa, CUMTAET, YTO CPOK I'e-TO B Mae.
#3BIK 0TKA3BIBAJICS TOBOPUTD, TI03TOMY Mer TOJIBKO KMBHYIIA.

PeGeHok. Mx pebeHok. Temnas BojiHa MOgHSANIACh OTKYAA-TO U3 ryOuHH gyuru. Ceparle OBII0 TOTOBO
PA30pPBAThCS OT CYACTHST OT OJHOM TOJILKO MEIC/IH, YTO OHA HOCHUT B cebe yacTuiy AJekca.

- ¢ mocman 3a TBOMMU pomuTenssMu u 6paToM, 3a Popu u Mi3abenb u 3a Moel cecTpoii Mapraper u ee
MyxkeM, KonuHoM. MBI TOKeHUMCS, KaK TOTbKO OHU IIPUEYT.

Mer He Morfia ciepxkaTth yIBIOKH, X0Ts 00/1b HannoMuHasa o cebe. OHa OyneT 3amyxkeM. PeGeHok. Bce
y HuXx OyzmeT xopoio. Ee Oyzmyiiee BUmeNOCh e 3aMedYaTeIbHbIM.

AJeKkc B 0XKU@HUU CMOTpETI Ha Hee, HaBEPHOe, XOTeJl IIOHATh, He 00uenach I OHa Ha Hero 3a 9TU
pacnopsikenusi. Ho Mer TONbKO ynbIOHYIaCh:

- A ecnu 51 cKaxy «HeT»? Torma 4To?
- Huuero, - npo6opMoTan Anekc, HaKJIOHSSCh K ee TyGaM.

Mer 3amyMarnack. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa Cfiejiajia To, YTO JOJIKHa Oblna chesiaTh: Hallllla YeJI0BeKa,
KOTOPHIN MAeanbHO MOJOUAET AJid yrpaBneHus [JaHKUHOM. M 9TOT YesloBeK CTal efUHCTBEHHBIM OIS
Mer. C camMOTro IIepBOT0 MTHOBEHHSI, KOTTIa OH TOSIBUJICS M3-3a NEPEBLEB U CIIaC €€ 0T HEMUHYEMOM
CMepTH, OH 3aBOeBaJl YaCTHYKY ee cephra. Terneps ee cepylle HaXOAUIOCh B 0e3pa3menbHOM BIacTH
3TOT0 YeJI0BeKa.

- 91 mo6io Te0s1, - B3BOJIHOBAHHO CKa3aja Mer, - ¥ eciu Te0s 9TO ele HHTEePeCyeT, TO 4 OTBEYAIO
«ga».

Anexkc IIPOBEII IIAJIbLIEM II0 €€ IEeKe, UX B3rIA0bl BCTPETUIIUCE. Oun OCBO6OI[I/IJ'II/ICI> OT CMATEHUA "
0oy u TeIlepb MOTJIN HaCllaXKAaTbCA CBOUM CHACThEM.

- W s mo6mio Tebs1, mo00Bs MOsi. BeIxomu 3a MeHs 3aMyxk, OyIb MOoel HaBcerfa.

-C pPanoCThIO. - W Mer HeXHO MOIIeJIOBaa €ro B OTBET, 3Has, YTO UX 711000Bb HACTOJIBKO CHJIbHAQ, 4TO
IIOMOZKET TellePhb BEIHECTH 7I00BIe UCIIBITAHHUS.
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